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AbstracL,

.The Response, of Truro's' Farni 1 :i c?s^ô Fqonomic j 
and Socjal Change r .A Nova Scotiai^Comniun ity,/ 
■18 6 1 -  1 8 9 1.

I

Mar y E1 1 (a u . ,W r r g h t 
Sul.vni.ttcd December , 19 86

This L 1)0.si s is a mi cro-sl.udy of the community of . 

Truro, Nova Scotia, during a period of ra[rid economic 

change.' 'Truro, in oominon with other Nova Scotian commun i - 

i.'ies, experienced economic and socia'I. upheave] in tlic last, 

quarter of the 1 9 th century. 'The thesis Oxamine's the ways 

in which the_ fam.t lies of Truro responded to their cli^nging 

.economic and socigl ci t'cumstances, Using census and 

other statistical material, family papers and did rick, and 

the local newspaper, the tiiesis attempts to exami no ' f ami- ■ 

lies frpni both a demographic per spec t i've and from a per­

spective which takes into.account the emotions, expecta­

tions 'and perceptions of individual Tamil y members. I f -  

also suggests directions for the further exploration of 

f ami ly i f e in.the Maritime provinces qs an aid .to f 

providing' a better understanding of the role Cf tamilic.s 

in the economic and social history of the rcgjon.

. .1-

C ■ ♦
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C H A P T E R _ 1 

T l'.e  S t u d y  o l  Faiiv.i l i c . s

Families have hi st.ori cally foimcd one of t li e Leasers 

'of society. Their fetructuro ancl funct.iori l^oth ref .1 col - 

and affect. I he operation of .society on a .larger scale.' 

They have been one of the princ.ipaJ. agents of the piiy- 

Sical., social and economic reproduction of humanity, 

and ideas about what f ami lies should be, what' t.hoy 

should do and oven who t.hey should contain liavo.in- ■ 

formed the plui 1 osophies , aims "and acl.i vi t ies of a- wichi' 

spcctr.urn of social agencies and i ns ti tu ti orrs . . ■

• \ A vast and growing ’literature exists on 'ther study . ' 

of families in the past. Historians have appioaclied 

the subject from many d.irections = Attempts have been 

made to define the demog raplric ' bounda.r ie.s ._ of boffi tlK\ 

family -and that group of people, compri si ng kin and.non- 

kin', .wiiich has been .̂cal led a ' hpusehold ' !• Cither research 

has examined .the ‘ emotional boundario's of faniijy life. 

Another body of research has attempted to integrate 

more explicitly the economic and social activities of 

family' life into the economic and social .activitie.h . 

of th.e wider community. ' . . ' ,

If we are to understand the forces which created



and èhapcd individual lives in ttie jpast:, we mus.t examine 

-rami It es 'from a]} directiibns. We must, know .who . ,iho 

famĵ .ly contained, when aiid on 'what ba.sis t^dmis-sion and
■ - . -i. ' ' " " " ■ • ' ,

sLt-rtus were granted within the\ramily c.ircle, and what

'was oxpccl-f^d of iami.l y— :! i fe, !)pt'h economicalJy and

socially, by both, f.annly mombeits and t;he outside world. '

How can we under.s.tand how VaTivili.es operated in the

!>os.t? i’hc scope of ntatcria.1 avai lable lor exami nat ion
i.s- f r igh ten i ng 1 y proad. I n addiL.ion, each person brings

to ,t.he study of F.aini.ly history a subjective under stand-

.in g of the structure, 1 unct j on and history 'of his or .

hot own ramily. We take it'.for .granted ,that; with .some

..internal vnr ia tion , - a 1 1 j ami 1 y structures are very much'

..lillc our own., wfi i c ti- usually includes à -mother, .a father

■'and'onc or more ch i Idren, all. living, at qne time or '— --

another, under a single roof. 'Thero'is a gonetal per-.

cept'ion that this tamily pat fern, was noL' always the

same : that at one time several generations, members

of one f amily, lived ,and. worked together in one domestic

economic unit, and. tliat close relat-io.ns, ■ 1 i ving nearby,

provided aid and .assistance to each other when necessary'.
' .

Tliorœ .1 s some. ,po|)ular understanding that societal . pres- , 

sures such as .the abandonment of .the subsistance farm 

and the a\/a i labi 1 i ty. of wage work, caused the disruption'

0.1 family life, .and this is perceived, to be an unfor­

tunate occurance. " - ■ -



%
■ Much ol the litcraLurp. wvhiclT deals w.j,Lh ■the study

q T families in the past has at its root a dm: i re to

examine, and ota.luate this received w.i.sdom. Sch.olars.

have examined the s t r u c t u r e and tunct :i on of families

and ramily life-in order to test those | )Opu lar tlieoi i (v-:,

and have in 'many' cases, come to conclusi ohs wliicli raVti-

call y revise the way we see families in the past.

Such is file case with the work, of Peter Las 1 et t .

Las 1 ett was the 1 i rst Eng 1 ish.- language scholar to

'dis’cover' the. demographic approach -to the st.udy ol

families in the past. I Li, s work, and that of the

Cambridge droup for St.udie.s in Popu la t ion wit, h w.hicli

he has been cl osely ■ associated, has. laid out the by

now almost universally acce|if ed /physi ca 1 liuundaries .

of the family in what-he broadly terms "Western■
' • 1Europe". » file later narrows these geographical 

boundarios to, the Brit.i.sh Isles, Ei anco ancl .SeaI'ld,i n- 

avia; 'we might extrapolate to include tlio.se pa its of 

Nor til America which-were col onised by ■those countries.')

Laslèt-t's two principal works are Tlie World Wp Have 

Lost (1 965 ) .in which he. lays out the nationale for. Llie 

historical study of the family and presents some pre- 

1 i m i nary . f i nd i ng s , and l-'ainily ' Li fe and Illicit Love in 

earlier generations (1'977), in, which he conso 1 i‘da t.es 

and more -carefully documents his original work.

' In The. World Wc Have Lost, Laslett' sets; a bo ht,, not.



\

Specifically Co.examine the fatni ly but.",., to .write

o’uL in a .9traiqhtl.orwarsl way Hie ,inl rocluc 1 ory facts

about -L ho '.s true turo of Engl i sh cociety as it was ̂ o f  ore
2the Intlusi.'rinl Revo.Iütiôn" ; lie i e ject.s the notjon pf 

a s.incj'lo cause-changes .in the mode of product .ion-f or 

I.he changes in peo;)le ' s lives which took place in ling- 

land .in the e.ighteenth century. "We can now. begin", 

he .suggests, "to look.upoh .industr i a 1. i zat i on a.s a serie.s, 

.•of modi 1 i cati pns whicli took place in the live.y of very 

.large humlaers 'of individual communities . . . not a .jingle 

'. process, at a 11."'^ ■ ■ ' - ' '

. i.,asl ét t argues that the fuhdanienta 1 change came 

in the relationship between family and society', and that 

the changing boundaries of that rcMa Lionshi p . slfapfed the 

reaction'.s ol individuals and groups to their changing 

. world. He.characterizes "the world we have lost" 'as . 

having been life lived on a human scale -. small gather­

ings in small' buildings, little continuity beyond the 

individual lifespan in either business or family rela­

tions . •"Time was", he muses, "when the whole of life- , . 

went forward in the f.ami-1 y , in a circle of loved and 

.familiar faces,. ,• known' and fondled-objects/' al 1 - to human

.size. That time has aone-forever.
. . , •

..baslGtt's m o s t  u s e f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of

f ami 1 i os in the past has . b.een h i s revolutionary f i hdj ngs 

about demographic .structures'. Contrary to. conventional



wisdom and edLadlisliGd myLli, Laslot^L is abïo to document,

r 0 1 R n g l a n d  at l e a s t , "the p r e s e n c e  of an ove.rwhe.1 m i n g

prepondorxpnco of nucloar fami l.i es - in the iPrc-industrinl

period. 'J'lie family was alriiosL exc.lusivcly nucloar -

indeed. - "nuclÆar capabi 1 i ty " , that is, the nb.il.ity to

.set up a sG|.>arate household, was a precoudi L j on- of,

marriage in pre-i ndo.str j a i society. Several d.i scover -.

ies lollow -froni thi.s. hirst of all, age,at lir.sL

marriage was high.. People who got married where " ...

older, certainly very much older in,relation to their
he>'pecl alien ol life.” ’ Women were'in thoir mid 2 0 '.s, 

men were nearing 30, and a sizeable propo;; t i on never 

married at all.. The necessity of being able to support 

one's pwn household and the .re.su 1 ti ng delay in -marrying 

created a large group oj: -dl sloôated .men and women, no ’ ■ 

longer 'chi Idren but not, by their society'.s • défini Li or>s , 

in a po,.si ti on to be called adults. These dislocated 

persons form- the population -which create.s Laslett's 

second ■ long-term trend': ’ the presence in most house­

holds of non-family mem’bers as servants- T)iis - ntiglrL' 

make.for large housch.olds, but, as'a result of late - ' ■

marriage and the probable early death of at-least one
■ - Ipartner, actual families were small., ̂ Women -bore an

average of five children-; perhaps two of these d i.ed. , •

We -have-here -a much different, fami l.y true Lure than

conventional w.isdom siipposes, sma 11er,, older, ful.l of
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H Lr'aiKjc) s . F 0.1 Las.leFt.’.s purposes , hou.selipld coniposi- 

t ion .L's l amily oom|)05i Ci on, The communal nature of 

society lived /'on a human scale." blurs the boundaries 

bc’Lwecn kin and ou I, .s i ders , and thereby dimin i sites the. 

loyalties oi , say,' 'children fo non-resident .parentb _

I.asJelL's proclamation .of tlie. dominance of nuclear 

family .struct urorpand. h i s-\emphasi s on demographic 

d.ato as th.e only way to .see’ "th.e Lr.uth" about family 

li!c in. the past, spawned a- host of or i tic{ue.s . .These 

crJl.icjucs liavc noted several flaws in 1,asl ett's ' 

apprpach.. I'crhaps-. the most Serious of these, flaws is 

his noqlect of the idea’of iiroc'ess in the- formation of, 

fami 1 i e s . I,a s 1 c tt ' s s o u roes ca pt u r è I.-: ng 1 i sh fa in i 1 i es ', 

a I -va I: i on s. ;ioi n ts iî  time , 'but. we are never gi ven the 

0|)|)ortunity, to follow families over time. Wliile "the. 

.-family"' in gen'eral may operate in the • way .Lasle.tt has 

described, wo have lost the sen.se of movement and 

■ cliangc wliicli makes up family li.f.e. People marry: they 

have ch i Id ten., who grow and change and leave and pery 

i’.ajis re.lhin:. death or, marriage changes the pattern: 

even the movements of the servants supposedly so 

c'omiiion;. i n Laslett's lost world change with the re- - ■ . • 

C|Ui.reinc/nt.s, for thc.ir labour, which, in turp changes 

with the. size and age of the .families of .their pro-’ ... 

specfive employers. . .It is as important..to understand 

- tdaese changes as it is to' recognize t h e .bas'i.c "truths"’
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of family s f rue Lu re a 5 Laslelif has i^-irportod Lhoin to bo., 

J.asl eft's insistence, on tb.c, uniform structure of 

■ family life over time and space prevents him from makihg 

use of information wh i cli might licl p to .ex; el a i n the_. ' ...

mechanics of- family' life in- hi .s lost world. An imp.ortant, 

re v i e w  of Lasl ett ..and his imitators by l.utz , Ber.k ner , 

appropriàtêly titled "The \)se and Misuse of Census D a t a " ’', 

poi nts out the strengths and weaknesses.of the demographi c 

approach to the study of families in the ijas'L. lie sugges ti 

that'. demographi c data is only as- good as its source ma ter 

inf.- Census takers, the.' compi 1 crs of poll tax lists and 

even ))ariah priests may have. had. subjcct.i ve rea.sons for 

al te.ring or' augmenting supiposedl y objective t i g u r e s , .and 

the'overall political agendas .of govei'nmeirt s and social 

agencies can be •■scon to have defined what kinds__.o.f .in I oi - 

mat ion were collected at all. Berkner |.)ointa out, thi.' 

importance of critically examining source ma te.ri al in 

• the -çontext' .of the period In which it was generated. ; 

hasle.tt; -by arguing < for - the universality, of his linding.s , 

'about'the family, diminishe.s the importance of the res- .. 

ponsG of families .and indiyidual.s to chrfnging economic 

circumstances.. "why .then", asks RerknC.r, "should,his­

torians be concerned about, finding' the familial '. in.sti- 

tution, the household size of the predominant hou.sehold , 

type, when 'what is .interesting is the way in which family 

structure differs' within' regions and among social classes'
' %./ ,. , y  . " '■



.in responso Lo economic, social, pol.itical ' and legal
7 ■ ■ ' •changes?" • Laslett 's .fai J'urc to note the importance 

of- the family's .changing response to social and econo­

mic ci I cums Lances .leaves him o]>g)i to the kind - of cri- 

tique of fcrcd- l)y. Chri,sto|)her Lasch, which suggests 'that 

i, r in fact the nucloar family has always prevailed there 

hs no point in studying its minor variations.^ .

■; SubsCcjuonl histori'anfi Lite .f.'aniily have taken pains

to place their demographic i n f oriiiat i on in the context of. 

the place and time' in whi.cli j. t: was gene.r a tod . This -has 

ic.sultiod i.n-'-a number o.f very narrow studies of particular 

communities during specific periods in their hi s tori c s . ' ' 

Scholars have .striven to understand how fami 1 ie.s responded

to .such ecohonii.c ci rcuinstnnce.s as the dimi ni siring.'supply
■ J  ' ■

of aral.ile land, the ' increasing avai lability of wage labour

I 0.1 nuMi and women, and 4_he pul 1 of tindusLrial centres for

migrant families And individuals. .Setting aside the often 
' ' r ftt.cdi uus debate about specific- is-sües of methodology, wha t

all of these studies emphasi'/.e is the cha.nging response, of. 

• .1 ami I ies .to their, economic or social circumstances.. This 

rcspon.s’c is visible in ways which can ,be statistically 

measured: in the timing of marriage, the nximber. of chil­

dren, dh e  living arrangements, as demonstrated in census'. 

schc'du,los, of elderly parents ,• unmar.ried daughters, and 

orphaned children. If extended beyond a single source or 

census year', statistical examination of, the patterns . of



t a tn :i. 1 y I i E c can r e v e a 1 'i n f o r iivn t x q.n , ' u sua ]. .1 y c c o n Qin i x: x n 

nature, about the strategies Eamilics used to cope wi,th 

the changi ng ngmber, age, and pliYsical needs and a)n ) i ■ 

lies'’oE their members. ‘ ' ’ „ .

Various historians have d i scussixd ■ tlie ways, i n whiclr' 

C_am:i ] ,i es— and "the fami.iy" adapted to the change i roin an 

agrarian to an .industrial economy. Popu 1 a r vi sdom ■ lia.s 

.indicted t h i s change as being respons.i tile lor tlu'- dis- 

integ'tatioR oE -the kind” of" ol d-Egsh i oned I'aiirily iprlation- 

s h i p s o  lovingly described by i,asl ett. 'J'heio is, however, 

considerable evidence to demons tra to tha L this was iidt. 

the case.- - Michael Anderson, .in his study (.d cot I o a m ill. 

workers .in.llth century i,aiicashi,re_' , has found Lha! 

family ties were maintained or even s t reng thenC'd J.)y a 

move from the country to the city. Anderson exam.i ned .such 

things a.s cÿVresidence or propji ncpi i. ty 'o.f‘”k i n , I: he naming 

of. clii Idren .for .tamily members, and the ' f requoncy and , 

circumstances oi: visi t.s.between k I ri hi n o r d e i. to Lest 

statistically the strength ol. tlie •kin.'lhip bond. Ije .has' . 

argued, that, in, the un fami 1 -i ar settings of' urban resi'- ' 

-denco "and industrial - 'workplace kin t.urncd, t,o a familial.;- 

.source, for help and support,. Emergency situations which - 

'mi-ght - require outside assistance .were even more likely •
■ hto occur in the. context of.'Urban wage labour in. an 

industriai situation, and th e .transiency which was' a 

common feature of life in a .19th century city meant thaf- •
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neighbpurs'" could not:-be relied upon to' provide ev.eryday ' . 

.s.uppqrt.  ̂ .

Anderson has 'suggested that kin relat i.onshi p s i n  

his ini 11 town iami ] ies were calculai ive rather than,' 

normative ; that is, that they were maintained by choice 

\Out .of con S3 icjcra L i on ol. possible benefits .rather than by 

pro.s.surc 'to con torin to community standards of appropri at e 

• behnvi'oiir. Timara Hareven'is .study of a 20th century . 

nrill.town suggests that industrial workers had.by this 

later period integrated "normative" aspects of lanij.ly 

tela l.ionshi'ps into the culture of their workplace, 

llnrevcn's objecti'.ve is to integrate the study of the' 

lire .cour.ses of families .and individuals into a broader 

.study of pa I terns and expectations' of the' .world of work .. 

Her community of Manchester, New Hampshire is a company 

town :. the- Amoskeng mill is its ma jor . empl oyer .. Within 

the .context ol the narrow range ol opportunities avail- 

.able, in such circumstances', hareven seeks to discove'r how 

the Liming of events in individual-life'cycles controlled 

and were controlled by the demands of the workplace. .

......... hareven 'ÿr sources- - the company records o f  the

AmoSkeâg mill as well as more usual census’ and other ,

.statistical sources --allovV her to examine,the connection 

between demographic events, such as .Kirth', marriage and 

migration, and the .world of. work . She einphasi.zes the role, 

of kin in the migration of'individuals to the mi 11town as



woll as f:he mil-1 's u s e  ol. k'in .in' r Gciuit.ing and t r a i n -  ■

ing employees . "Kin" / she arg.uesi "not only !'aci .1 i’ta ted

niigj'ation to industrial .communities but also served as 
: ' , j ' : . . V /  y

agents of adaptai.ion and modernization p / provid.i.ng role

models and o:f fe;"ing d i reel -as.si stance . -

Neither lîarpven nor Anderson argue witli I,as 1 cit's

s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  n u c l e a r ■ f a m i 1 y w a s ,  a t  a n y  o n e  t ime,

the single juost common,, form. of household.. What they',

and other scholars, have.added to the "unive.rsal" .imag.e
■ . A -

qt f a m i  l.y l i f e  i s  t h r e e - f o l d :  a s e n s e  of c h a n g e  o v e r

time, .as. •families formed, expanded , - contracted and dis­

persed according to thp i ndividual l.ife-cycle.s of thoi i' 

members; a sense of context ,■ as families re.s ponded to

the exigencies of survival in thei r world; and. a sehsc''
- . ! ' ' . .  '

of community, as If ami lies .related, to kin', nc..i ghirour s ,

and fellow, employees-; ' ' .

Both Anderson and Hareven dca.l ess.entia 1 ly with the
^   ̂ . ' . "  ' ' ' 'practical response of families and individuals to tlic

changing circumstances of their lives. ' Neither deal, i ii 

any extended fashion, with-the èmotifmal baggage of social 

■upheaval. Attitudes toward, relationships betwedn fami ly ,. 

members, and/between families and their means of subsis-. 

tance, .shapd/d cultural responses to economic change. .

These a t t i tildes', examined through' the'use of wirat Berkhcr 

■ c a l l s , " s o f t  " s o u r c e s  (as o.ppGsed to the " h a r d "  e v i d e n c e  

•of c e n s u s / a n d '  other d e m o g r a p h i c  d a t a )  provide us w.rth-'
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' ' a y L o 1:11 c question of what, people thought was .happen^

■ ,ing to them and how they fe.lt about it. More important I y ̂

.i,t gives us an idea of li6w families -part.i c.i pated in 

broader sboiad issues .sucli as the control of tire means . '

' . of product ion'and the position and duties of men, women, 

and, clii'lclron in tlic family and society.

the "soft .sources" ' of family hisLofy provide us witli

■ documentation of what Machae,l. Anderson, in an overview . 

of the l-i tera time • of .family history, has called the 

"sentimeiit" of family life:' Using such tools as

X -  ' newspapers, diaries, advice I it e rature and the I'ecords

of solf-sty]ed;"observers" of famid y behaviour, scholars 

, can trace the' evolution 6 f f ami. 1 y . I if e in terms of f lie 

cmotion.al responses, private and public, of groups and 

ind i V idrial.s to changes in the interaction pf families . 

and society. . ' ■ '-

fine of the first his tor ians who has expl ici tl y 

addressed questions of sentiment as they relate to family 

life is.Edward Shorter, whose book. Thé Making of the
• . 1 c ' -

Modern Family, was published in 1975. Shorter's 'theme '

is the privatization of.- the family, and his object is to
' ' . ’ - . ' . . ' ■ 16 ' - . . ■ examine tlie "reason, why " fami .lies separated themselves

from the larger society. . He attributes th.is separation ■

' . to a' .surge of sentiment in three areas : in "courtship,

where romantic love triumphed over practical material

considerations; in "the mother-chi.ld -relationship ,'•whe.r'e-
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the surviva.1 of tlie mother became subordinate to the' 

we] fa,re of the child; and in a de t i ni t ion of', family 

hoandaries tiiat excluded community involyomont. Cxom 

i n Li ma t e ' processes of fami 1 y life (such a s "c )i i 1 d , 

rearing).■ . .

"Market -capital ism was probably at the r dot o.f .
- - , -j •

the révolution in sentiment". Shorter tells us, and
■ /

lie places -the work ing ' cl,ass. ,at the crest ol the wave.

Th'e need l:o.f individual rather than communal labour, 

he' argues', created an individual consciousness in.mciii-, 

bers of the industrial work force t.ha-l was Lransferred 

to their pri vat'e .1 Ive s . Thi'a notion of individual 

worth, combined with available wage labour, made free- ■ 

dom of choice an available option 'for men and women who 

olnnned'to set. lip families.' Romantic love thu.s became 

a valid reason for marriage. " Motlierhood became a 

viable occupation: as wage labour freed wives to stay

home from the fields it became. iJo.ssibl'o to c.aroful ly 

nurture children rather than. to jùst bear them an.d got ■ 

on with - the business oftsurvival. As individual family' 

units, were’ formed, supported -by the individual labour 

of one spouse and the individual nurturing of the 

other, it became Titst possible,' then-desirable, to" 

exclude the. corrupting influence of the outside world.

It is useful to examine Shorter's &ork because it 

illustrates.. sôm'e of the pr-'oblermg inherent u’i.n Using
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literate source material i.o study a I arcjely i 1J i tera Le 

group o.f people. Me has uèed the evidence of doctors, 

bureaucrat -s , 3 oca I h i stori ans and folk.lorists to make—  

iris cdsc alxaut what happened to tlve fanrily .in IBLh^dnd 

19th century ..Fiance and' Bavaria. '.I'here are several 

d i I f j cu J. IJ os- with thi.s.’ l-'i r.st of all, these ' sc lent i f i c ' \ \ 

observers are unlikely to have applied to their own class, 

the kind of paternalistic observational critique tliat 

they applied t o those they-pe.r.cei vod to be their sub­

ordinates . Tlio doctors and bureaucrats -may in fact . 

linvc been noting a phenomenon which they had already 

observed, perhaps unconsciously, :Ln their own ranks.,' A 

second problem stems from tJie fact that these oütside 

observer's saw resul ts'.put not. necessarily causes,

Shorter's .a na l ys i s o f  t h e  mpt.her-chi.I'd relationship 

SLiffers f r o m  .thi.s ..problem of p e r s p e c t i v e .  W o m e n  mi'^ 

not."want, to i h v o l v e  themselves emotional Iv 'with c h i l d r e n  

for wh.om t h e y  w e r e  u n a b l e  to - provi1^^6he w h e r o w i  thall

for survival. Did this "apparent neglect'shorn from indiff­

érence to tlieir children'.s well-being', or, was if a form 
. ' . t ; ...

of • emotional sell defence? Shorter.'s' sources do not 

of fer evidence that would allow him to deal-with, these' 

kinds of quest-ions. ■ - " ' " •

' Subsequent scholars have taken a much more critical' 

view of thc: kind of 'source material.used by Shorter -and 

liayc, as-a- result, come up 'with a'.much■ more perceptive

.
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"ana.lys-i-s of what that material was, really saying.'.- • 

Commenting on the, lit erature which, in early l')th con- 

. tu.ry America, •proclaimed the g 1 oriti cation of a 

"women's s oh one" , Naiicy Cot t notes:
c -  > ■ ^

■ . / ' t e  . ' . '
... 1 .i ncl i nod - to concur wj.Lli G . U ., Ta y 1 or ' 
that such populari zed dialectic wri tings 
"by and large. . . do not br'i hg about changes, 
though .they may liasten and c Î f\ri f y . a change^, 
which is already in progress. T.hey arc only 

. bouglU. because' they express something whi c:h - 
people, however obscurely, i'cel . " The lit era-, 
ture .becomes popular, in .other w o r d s , because 
it does not have to. persuade - it: docs not 
innovate jr it addresses readers who arc ready 
for it. - Ü -

.In her book, The Bonds of Womanhood, Colt examines 

the roots ol the .separate 'spheres " ideology whi ch came 

to dominate many aspects of family life i n the. ini'd~to- 

late 19th centüry. For her, thc increased einpliasis on 

the interna], dynamics of -family life that ."separatcy 

spheres" represented was a result, not a cause, of 

changes, .in the economic dynamics of fami ly-communi ty
J .  • ^

teintions. "The litcraturê.of - domes ti city" , .she .suggests, 
- .. ' ' ' ■ ^

" . . .' enlisted women in -their domestic roles to absorb-, ■

palliate, and even to redeem the st.'rain of'social and
1 9 ■ ■ -economic organization .' '' Because women's task had 

become the maintenance - physical; emotional and moral - - 

of labour power,' the ideology of service ancl self- 

effacement became an important aspect of women ' s .ecluca-

ti

c?



. .  <7

1 6

(:iôn, both in the home 'and outs W e  it. As domesticity
' ' ' A  . "became a woman's profession as wejl as her’ duty, it was

■natural' tiiat, in an of fo r t b o  g i v e  it l e g i t i m a c y  in  the.

wider w o r l d w r i t e r s  w o u l d -give the cult of domesticity ^ , • -
incj'easing attention.. Women'.s work furd women's lives 

remained, lor most of the 19t!i century, outside of the
■ V.

pressures of industrial organization : they romp ined,

so to speak, on a human • sea Vo. . 'J'hus the "women's 

si.)hero" tlie home - became increasing!y seen as an ■ ■

attractive shelter from the strain a.nd turnioil of the 

.ma rke-t j.)l ace-. ■ .

J t- has been 'sugges ted that the withdrawal to the 

nuclear fami .1 y came, not-because .the family had become 

more attractive, but because.society had become less 

■■ so. , Certainly social theorists in the. past have 

suggested that the. family was, or- should become, a , 

sanctuary, where members - but fett'cd by an increasingly

callous and unrelenting' competitive soci.ety were to
■ -, ' . .

' be regenerated and made fit to return to their' duties

'in the world où't-side., • 'this "sïmctuar y t h e o r y  has, in 

\its tu.rn, -been .refuted by Christophet Lasch, who argues, 

that capitalism has shaped the family sanctuary to - its 

.own needs,- constant'-l y. redefining and, in .effect destroy­

ing, and "haven" that might be available in -a- "heart- •

' less world". \

Lasdh's book. Haven, in -a Hea.rtiess World, is essen­
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tially a review of the evoiiifion of sociological theories 

of, family sLructnue and famj.ly function.' .Lasch uses 

these theories as a tool to examine the ways in which 

caititalisni has-'penetrated the f ami 1 y-sa'ncl uary , He' 

argues that cajritalism has shaped the family to. i t.s own- 

needs while providing, through sociological theory, .suit^ 

able .instruments of indoctrination, and inijties I ha.I 

.individuals and fami 1 ios' had li'tlle or no control- over 

the adaptive process. -, In an introductory c!ia[rlcr on 

"Social Pathologists and the Socia I i'/A L i on of^ Pcph^iduc- 

tion", Lasch draws parallels Ijetwcvm/ the process of
' r 'industrial ization, in which 'first the workplace and 

then work s-kills were appropriated by industrialists, 

and 'tlic intervention of, experts in family affairs. 'I'he 

social i-zati.on of production, he. argues " ... prole ta i.-

.iani-zcd the labour' force in the same way that the 

socialization of reproduction proleta rian i zed par-ent- 

hood, by making people unable- to provi'dc for their own
■ ■ r ' ■ - 2 1needs without thc supervi'siph of trained cj<perts'.

In a 197 5, review of writings on several aspects

of the history of the family, Lasch rejected most of 

the work which had been produced to that date on . . , 

families in. the past. Hi's grounds were that scholars 

of the historical family werd obsessed with' methodol­

ogy and saw the - evolution of f a mily.11fe in terms.of its 

increasing iiiodernization., He called for a theoretical
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rei ntt.'r prêta Lj on of not ]^$t how tlie his f ory o f the - - 

faiiri ly is stud.icd hut why it is' studied. T!ie questions 

he suggested have to do with the evaluation of the 

family as a' social institution, and address the issue 

of the' intervont ion 'of ' out si de agencies in the’ family 

unit. What are the roots'.of the present dehumanization 

of tlie family-, 'he -asks. Did the tendencies of family, 

autonomy and family demoralization always,co-exist?  ̂ -

! low d i d I hey ■’ e vo 1 ve? 

t . . I,asch asks us to address the family ' simply as a 

social institution or organization. This conforms 

to his belief that individual families do not and.did 

not control - the .ways i.n whicli t'liey intersect with - ,

:interven.ing agencies. Jt might be suggested .that

basch. iiimself is an intervener, examining abstracL
.. ^  .

conceptions of "fai-fiily" outside the stream pf family

life as it was lived day to day by countless, numbers of. 

fami lies. The evolution of a culture of family life, 

and . the- h.islo’ry of that evolut-ion in its -physical, mental 

and moral dimensions, .must .also be examined from- the , 

perspective of those inside .the'domestic unit. We need 

to know- about common expe.ricnces, of individuals' in 

families in order to undferstand how and why they respond 

to' the ideology of the family institution. To return 

once more tb Peter Laslett' s' words : . "Only i.f we can 

gain a fair idea of the frequency with which ’men and

. I
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worneç woi.1 J d sot aside thesç rules and conventions (oi
■ ' . ’ 72'• fand]y  re lations) can w g  judge how strdng they were _"'

■; W g have d is cussed s.ome of the into rnnt.iQ.nal 1 i.tcM'a-

lurp on the history of the i'amily. in order to j)Jace

Lite body of tihis thesis in a famil iar context, wc must
■ ■ ■ ■ ^  •now discover what' scholars' Ira ve , sa id about Lite t ami I y

as it- 'lias existed closer 10 ho^c. ■ .

Canadian', literature on the history of the land 1 y ‘

is hardly, extensive. The best known work i.n thi-s

country was produced in 1975 by Michael Kat/.. The
2 3Poop 1 e of- llanri 11:on , Canada West is a book about '

■ ■ ' urban li fe in a mid-'l 9th century Canadian city. In

dealing with his' two major them.es - social inequality .

■ '■ . ai1d physical a n d ‘.social mobility Ka tz examines the

demographic aspect s of the l ife cycles of ' fami 1 i.es

• and individuals. lie attempts to place Uicyj^inlo the 

context, not of a si.ng 1 e,-i.ndust ry d'omgiuni ty as do

■ ■ Ha rev on and Anderson but of. a more diverse commercial

; ’ . ■ centre where the business of "making a livipig" iniglit be

Ç -far more complex and varied, --c,;.'

K a t z 's'dazzling methodology concea1s several dofi- 

ciencieb. " With few exceptions, wc aro not gi ven any 

context within which to study.the lives of-thb people' 

of Hamilton. For .exampl e , while the. timing and extent.

, ' .of available education is disfcussed, the' content i s

not. This is true for numerous socio T , i ns t .i tvition.s
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hiCo; mjLiüri abogi how people were educated and'molded 

1:0 rospond. to broad issues, ol s.oc-ia 1, and oconùmi ç 
i nequa ] 1 l.y or tlie ellecl. of' transience on family Lies 

■) s no'L made available to us here. In essence, Katz 

I'Oveals to U.S how tlie people .61 llaini.rton Jived -their • 

Jives, but he does not tell us'how they te.l t - aboût. 11 .

Katz's; study of a mid - 19th century Ontario city

is.;: [;a !! a 1'ie.l ed by i)avid Gagan'-s work on the r u ra 1. commun i
1 ■ ' ■ ' ' 25t i e s of I’eoJ 'County, Ontario-. G'agan ' s object, .compre-

hoirs i VC 1 y s L n ted .nr Iris i n Lrodu'fti on , i's to deal, wi th

the facts-of ii.f‘e in a. m i d - 1 9 th . century 
agra r i ah rsod j ,ety a.s they.portain 'to the -• 
making of - .1 ivings , ' the material circum- 
stanc.es i n'which people 1 ivod, their . ,
demographic arrangements , ■ the stages of. 
life tluough whi eh they passed, the 
s-rt.ructure.s and functions .'of the families 
and households in. which t h e y ■lived a n d , 
f.inally, the sou reds o f. di'econti nil i ty ' 
whi cli forced them, from, timç to .time, ■ to 
adjust their ex pec La ti on.s and, to 
s9dei the facts of their lives.

r ‘I'hc period cov.pred .by Hopeful TravelleAp .runs . f rom 

the. I820's to' the 1 870's-: in the life of the communities ' ■ 

of dleel Gaunty this runs' from t'be period of 'fi.rst. settle- 

. 'men t tb'the advent' of. commercial agriculture . -.ke.y

. to .both the- social and economic. evp.lutroir of the famili.es 

‘a.'nd, cammuni ti es''Of Peel .County ,.'-Gagan. argues, is the '

'' availability of improvable ■ land, and he links this key . ' .

" I
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c o m p o n e n t  t o  c l m n q i n q  d e m o g r a p h i c  L t en d s.  i'lie . t i m i n q  c

\  ‘ ••0.1; m a r r i a g e ,  d e l a y e d  as l a n d  l)ecame liarcT I o g e t  ; t he

\ ' v a l u e  0.1 chi 1 dreii. a s  l a b o u r  v e r s u s  i.lie.i.r d e m a n d s  lor
: - ■ •■• . ■ • . . ■; 

l a n d  and- thei r i n c r é a  si ng .ten d en c y to b e  an  e c o n o n n c

b u r d e n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  a s s e t  ; -'tl-io- i n c r e a  s i ng c o h e s i v e -  •

n e s s  ol t h e  nuc.l e a r  f a r m  f a m i l y , -  a l l  of I h(.?râ\.,t i. cMids ■

are connected by Gagan to the’ av a i1 ahi1iLy and produc-
^ • ' • . . '

•tivity of 1 arm land .in an . i no teas i ng 1 y cominor ci a li zed .

agricultural setting.

Gagan 'attempts to place h i s . la rmor.s and t.iic.i.i

lam il i,AR into t lie ■ c(jnt}P.x L ol the wider wpr Id.' lie
• , . . . • . -

di SGUSses • the response of agriculture to the .ri.sOoI

cities: indeed,, this is an . i nsepa'rabl p pa i" t of his

argument. He does not seriously attempt, to dCci.inient. 

the .pull of ’cities for displaced rural people, but 

perhaps this is outside .the scope of his i nguiiy'. What 

neither he nor, for" that inattôr',, Katz-, ever tries to .do 

is to draw thp parahlels between the life strategics of,, 

let US. say,' the people of tlami 1 ton and their cousind i.ii 

,• Peel. County. As Michael Anderson' suggests, people do • 

not abandoiv^rami 13 a.r ways of • coping when they 'move to
' ' ' . ■ jT' • ' , - •a. new plac'e./ In Pee.l County, people married young when 

' land was chèap, but when it was expens-ive they waited.

•or left. In Hamilton, access’ to a steady job made 

marriage■possible, so that/when times were hard, ■ ■ 

marriage was d e l a y e d W e  -might gather,' then, -that - , '
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'economy sccui i l:y-'is an impor Lan L • key to demographic 

■pat f e r n s a r i d  that a .cliciirge ih-d.he relations of prpd'oc- 

Lion forces J'ainili'os to respond Lo new problems, but .in

t  ^old ■wn'ys. . . ■

BO til Katz and Gagan deal a'JmosL exclusively with 

issues of demography and the economy. In the realm of 

f ami .ly li-fe, however, it. is nof-only a question of the 

number of people" in the house, but, as we have seen, it 

i .9 also 'a question 'of how they relate to. one another, and 

• to outside agencies. M t  i.s at the.se levels that families 

respond igi new whys to cliang i ng ci rcunistarice'S and exjicc- 

la Lions. In so far as those fles.s tangible 'forces have ' •

been examined in Canada,- there has. been a tendency to ■
■ . ' ■ , ■ ' ' . . 'X.
focus, on the ..intervention of social institutions in

family affairs. Such is the c a s o ’with many of the \ .
• ■ • ‘ ■ 2 7 1essays ,in Childhood and .family in Canadian History. , \

'I'lii.s .collection, edited-by Joy itarr, covers such diverse

topics' as the ph i 1 O soph y of ch i 1 dliood .i n I 8t. h - century " (

' - • 2 8 ’ ' ■ 23Now France , the role of. children in the work 'placé '■ .

.and the clianging i.d'ea.s, ■ about what coiistituted a-"proper -
■ 30 ■ ■ . • ■ ■ ■ ' • ,place" for children. ' Most ol the work presented in this

collection -deals, in one -way or another, with the inter- .

-vent ion of the- outside world in the world of family dife.
: ' - .

-The. i n't erven Lion might be economic, as in the case'of the
 ̂ ' 3 1  !emigrating fami 1 y . member.s , éxa)iiined by Alan Bropkes ..,'..or
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-socjal, as 'in the case -of Veuonica SL‘i ong-lkiay ' s .
■ 39. •

"intruders in the nursery" . The essays deal with -

indeed, einfdiasize - the variety ol inmily expèr i enees :

"  the f.aniily", Parr sugcje'sts ,i n her j n L rod uCt J on , ' "  | .i s  1
, ■ ■ ' 33. a liighly malJeable socraJ re.latxon."

■ ■ As yet, we have not d.i scovered ■ any cha’racter i sLi cs 

of I'anrily !-i f e which are uniquely Canadian. Tjie indica­

tions 1 rom the works we lia ve examined h(tr e a re that 

.'Cdnad,ian families responded to changes i n Lhe'-nm Lure 

ol t.lie' marketplace, and changes .in the ' c 1.1 m a  te of -

Teel i ng ahou t the pJ ace of individuals in .socicd.y, in

ways -similar to those r 1-lus L ra ted ■ by Amh r i c'a n grid - 

Ifritish scliolars.. Tlie major différence hero was the 

tinvi-ng of transitions: Canad inn Tanri I i es were exposed..,

to fh.e pressures of. i ndust ri a 1 i zdt’i.on and u r ha iij'/.a I i on 

at à' later date than 'their British and A'morican peers. 

'1.1)0 y did not, however, _ .1. i vo in ignor.anco of the vast 

transformations that word' going, on , e Isewhoro . Unlikt.' 

Peter tas.l ett ' s' Brig 1 i sh v i 11 ayei s 'o ( Lire 17th ccntuiy, 

.Canadians of the'ldth century could view the delights
' I ■

and"dangers of life in a factory town 1o n g - he!ore they 

had the oiyportUni ty .to experience t.hein. We. pin.ght argue 

' that those who .’became involved in industrial work pro- 

, c g s s g S in urban settings had had ..the alts pi cr.s of news- 

papers, schoolbooks, and even word of mouth. Such must 

certainly'.be the ; ça so' with .Mar.i time .fami lies . "Wo. are
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ccyLainl.y aware l:ha t'-, 't-hough contacts with k'.ln and., 

ncighLîOui s who travelled lor employment to the "Boston 

States", Ma ritimers wore aware ol the indusLria] work'

-.situation and the urban ,li testy.le from at least the ■ , •
3 4 - • ' .' I 8 6 0 ' s . Alan Brookes has demon.strnted that kin linkages

Wore in mahy oases i-nstj’untenta 1 in the processes of migra-
’ ■ I S  ■ ', ti-on and adapta I i on . . ' - 1 n -add i t i  on , absent kin sent '

lot.Lcr.s and/ 1 requcnfly, local newspapers - to , th.ei r - .

familio.s at home.' '

Wliat, exactly, do we know about the families of tlris

.region's ; ra s t ? Missing, for the most part, frrdm our ie-

gionnl, h-i.s tori ogj'aphy i .s any attempt to 'examine the day-to-

day lives -o[ Mar i t ijners as they were:-lived inside the

buu.ndarios o [' the domes'Lic unit. , Secondary iiteratüre bars

l.)cgun - 'l3u t o n l y ’jusL -,to address'some of- the demog rapli i c

gqestion-G rai'sed hy f.vtslott, Haroven, Kntx and others.

Th.cse gue-st-ions, as we' have seen, can rpveal m u c h , for

^■exam|.)lc, abnu L the his tory ■ o 1 'human response to 'capital 1st

in 11.1 at i vc-S-cg ' . ' . ■ ■ .
■ (  . ■ ■  . •

The dcmd,gj*aplii c i n forniati on provi ded so far .by

Maril-imc historian’s ha s . produced ; nd challenges to the

aoco^)ted' scliol ar ly wisdom. Maritime families r.esponded to 
\ . X ' ■ ■ ■ • ",

changing familial requirements- by marrying dr- not marrying’,

producing mony or few children, and accommodat.ing or not •

■ 'accoinodat i ng ' cut's i.cleps -'i li their lionie.s . She va Mcid jack's
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vorK on Llie, people of .MojicLon, ’New. Brunswick is pcrhnps

the most comprehensive' portrait et a regional population.

Medjuck notes the elastjc na Lure o I Moncton houscho.lds as

tl)e- tide '"of'available wage labour ebbs and- flows.
37' - -Ingher most recent article , Medjuck cxtuninos the

ways in which women exerted -control over th.cr .phys.i caM

size and economic circumstances ol thoi r- families. 'J'hc

role of women in the home has not as' yet been closely

examined in the Ma i t i me region. Wo know fi cm exaiuina-

t i on of regional newspaper.s that Mar.i: time women .of the

i 91li century were subjected to the same bombardment of

information .about "woman as she sj^u 1 d b o " as wore their.

Amor i c?ui sisters. Th e - wa y s in .winch Maritime womeh.

^assimilated the "separate spheres" ideology, and appli.cd

it to their overy'dayM i f c ha.s only recently come undc.r

inve.stigat ion : Margaret Conrad ' s" recent publication

Recording Angels: the, private, chronicles Of women, from
■ . . .  18 ■the Maritime Provinces of Canada, 1 750-^19507 .make.g a 

beginning attempt to evaluate the sources for under­

standing women's Ipves. .She notes,'among other things, . 

that women document the day-to-day mechanics of making 

a living in the Maritimes : ' in many w o m e n ’s documents 

... the- daily rhythm of life..continues to occupy tlïe
7 3 9, . ■ ■ '

.centre stage. " . ' '

The scarcity of literature oh the. .Maritime fami'ly 

is 'in it,self some' .justification for a furt.her examination

r
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of .'life in I hat most ' common o.f ins Li tut ions . Popular 

wj.sdom suggests that f ami 1 y ■ ti es have .remained espec.ialJ.y 

s.Lro.ng .in the Mari times : we expect - and, in fact,

strong.l y ■ hcrl i eve - that the assi stance of kin in times 

of nooci is provided, to use Michael. An.derson's j)hrase, 

on a normative rather' i.lian calculativ.e basis. ... 'I'he roots 

of ‘this strong .sen.se of family are buried in our p A s t .
I

'.If in fact family structure and fami ly function can be, 

as Med juck and- otlicrs suggest, cijssely '1 inked to econo-
'f' -

miC' ca rcunrsl nnces , then we Maritimers, with our. parti­

cular history of economic fluctuât.ions and stress, have

■ an csoocial need to study that link.- We. need also to
. ■ ■- . ■ -■ .  ̂

examine the' impact of an 'urban, industrial .ideology‘of

■family life .and function on a region tha»t, in - the 19th'

century at least, remained largely -rural.

' This thesis cannot and does not pretynd to address

th.ese. broad questions, in any comprehensive way. . What

will fie presented here.i.s-a micro study of one parti-

. cul a.r Gommurii ty - at a crucial time in its development;

' Such studies a be full of peculiarities which^pertain to ,

, -available sourcg material, geographic, political,- a n d -

"economic ..ecccntri cities, and th'e nature of ethnic and

religious p.redi sposi tio'n-s - and prejudices. It can- be

.argued, however, that it ig by an accumulation of such

' studio.S. that broader truths ..abou.t'familie.s and their.

.function can be evolved. . The specific temporal focuses

t ■
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 ̂ oT this study is the period bet ween 1061 and’ 1891: the 

spécifie geographical focus is t h e . conli al’ Nova Scotian 

community of Truro.^ . « - ■ ■ '

On April 1, • 1'87! , " Davi cl Nelson 1 e'f f his store in 

Truro, Colchester Counl.y > . Nova Scotia. lie had been 

■ appointer] the census taker for Truro ce n s u s ‘d.is trie t

divi.sjon 1, in the takinq of the f i rs-t census for the
- ' ' ' '4-year7-old Donii-nion of Canada . No] son travelled fI'om

house to house in his census district, carefully noL-

.‘ing where he left off each day. his. notations on the 

census schedule, down to the last quarter acre of 

land and hal.f bushel of pota tocs, rcflecC his attention

to the responses peopl c made to the. questions he was.
T , 40 ' .required -to ask- . ■ ■

■Nelson's careful documentation of the quanti f iablo 

aspects of. the lives of ',1'ruro ' s people is one of many 

avenues •into their-world. 'j’hd 1871 cctnsu.s, taken -in t.hc ' 

midst of what had been a ti..me'of great change for 

'■TrUronians, reflects both the continuity o f  did values 

and the turmoil of .change and, to some eyes y invasion.'

■ ' David Nelson's census, a nd those o f ■the -census' takers 

who qareceded a,nd followed him, are oric "of , the most import­

ant sources ,fdr seeing inside the houses gf T ruro'.s ■ y

families. The -1061 census lists the name of the'head of 
. ' , ; ' , ■ ■ ■ ■ 

the household and the number, age, sex and marital .status ■

of a'jfl o f  the inhabitants of his house,. The censuses for



• ' 18.71, 1881 and 1091 .include the name and .ayes of a.ll.

household- members, thq j r mar:i La 1v̂ ?i a Lus , Llieir occupa­

tion, r.eIigious at fi 1 iat .i.ons , t̂ i rth places and, _ijv 18 7.1 

• and 1881, thoi r clhniclty and. whether or' not they were 

. a I tend ing school . ' '

 ̂ Us.incj the cansus d a t a w e  can examine a number of

questions a(::out the way families lived their' lives. We 

can, for example, examine w!io dived in the 'house. How 

ipi?'>'ny people lived together in one place? Who lived Ĥ i'tli 

whonr, and under what circumstances? .Did the lives of 

.families in Truro reflect, -in yays, the changes' in tliei r 

economic and social'milieu that were represented by ■

.i ndu.stii ali xati on-, iiiimigration and I: he securely placed . 

irickdt fences of Adams- Archi.baltl's description?'

Other soiirce.s , , ava i Iabl e 'for Truro, can address 

t- -othor questions,- Using, for example, the. government

mai r iage . reg i.s Lei s ,, aval fable from 18.61 to 1891, we can 

look at questions of social-and 'physica1 mobility and

the timing of an important, social event in the lives of
. ' ' . : .

, , most, individuals. .Who married - whom', when did they marry,

' - and why did they marry when they did? T hese.questions

■ offer us insights into .'what kinds ,o f ' expectations people

might foi’m of marr'i cd 1 ife. Intocpràted wi-th what people

said - and were told .- about ■ marriage and the married

.-state, the data from marriage iecords can give us a " .

picture of the tsocial conventions of that aspect of
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f. a in 1.1 -y ,1 i t e . ■
^ '
.01'her aspecLs ol' fami I y M  i f e - the rOle oT children,

' ' \" ' 
the place of t.lie elderly, and the . rights and obi .i g a Li one

of family members/as practiced or perceived by the peo­

ple of Truro-- must be examined by 1 ess easily accès sihic.

•means.• Family papers and private .journals' ape scarce for
; '

Colchester County, although they have been included when

they are available'. Newspapers, textbooks, po|)u I ar 1 ,t. to ra­

ture , and even maps and di rcctori es can lie.l p us to under- ...

stand the inner lives of. Truro, familie-s- •

The' year's from 1851 to 1891 saw the t- runs for'ma L I on 

of Truro societies. Our task nmv is to see that tran.s 

formation as it was. seen and experienced by tlio ci Li xeius' - . 

of 'J'ruro. . ' - .

■ r
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■ _ . ' Chapter 2 . - . ' i •

- Çcmiiiunj Ly Lj'Io ' ■ . ■

In Llvî year's bel,wGcn and I'89 1, 'i.'rui;o. was trans-

roriiR'd r rom, an _aqrari an , etlinj ca I ly cohesive county town 

■to' n bustling center of. tndu st r i a 1 a'nd communi ty acf.'ivi Ly . 

■Th.is LI a ns 1 oVma t ion extended . Lo i tK - general population 

as wel 1 a‘s Lo, its' commc.i;c.ial interests. .Social as well 

as ('conomi c ' olianqos .Were-' made !:o the character of coniniu-. 

n i ty li T o . ' - • . '

It i.s cssenti'al, if we ■ wi sh to under.stand the nature 

h nd .scope.of Ti in b 's transformation in the"late 19 th 

centu ry , to examine’ i ts earl.y - history. The. character .■ 

of 'f’ruro'.s residents w a s , even in.the lat.c 1800's, strongly 

influenced by -the values and perceptions of its first 

sottlersr and both, its strongest and its most influential 

kin networks weTo descended from them. We must also 

try to d.cquiro something of n ,s.ensc of place, so that 

we may fiett'e'r un.dersta.rid the practical aspects of y 

soc i a 1 transformation' as they wore seen by the. citd- •' -

./.ons ol 'Truro. , ' ' . ■

.'\1 thou.gh Acadian .settlements had existed -in the 

area o.f Cobeqiiid h a y , the area' had been uninhabited ■ -

for s'evcra 1 ■ yea-rs when Scotch-'lrish and American' settlers 

aj.fivpd f rom the -New Hampshire area in. 1 760. Joined by 

. ' ' ' - ' . .. ' ' ' 34 ' . '' :. . ' ' ' i .
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Probes Lan L, It-i slv set L 1 ers f rom tlic norLliern Jreland- 

commun i loi es around . Londondei ry ,in-l-761, L.'hos'ü pooiMe ‘ 

for'many years .formed L.he birlk of Truro ' s inhab j î an'l's .

The S'colçh-'f r j s h .ProfesLatvLs whose, dcscohdnnl.s • 

populated most of ColchesLor County had always dis-
' '  ’ j '  '

avowed .any connection iX'ith Ji'oland , al'tl'iouqh by 

1871, when ethnicity was a category on.the census
- a

schedules, some confusion jiad developed oyer this.'

There is evidence that as early a s , 1779, immigrants' 

were arriving from Scotland t.o the- Colioqui d townsti i ps 

by a some wliat more direct route:. Wil.Vjam McDonald of 

the "Royal High land immiarant.s" had purcha.sod land in'
' p  '

tlie adjacent township of Ons low in that year. liy thC. - 

early- years of the 19 th century the f i j hgo.C of the wave 

of .Scottish immigration-which ]ind popu 1 a ted the communi­

ties along the Northumberland Str.ait had beg un l.'o -aiipca r • 

in the Cobequid area. The, Kevei'-ond George Pat I.'ducscSn, a 

,lyPictou boy-" who was not always- sympathetic to- the .pre­

tentions of Truro'society, described.the reception of ■ 

these newcomers : . . . - ■ ■

.[The first settlers Of] Truro^were not. 
■long settled til.'they aimed at a, fiiier 
style of dwellings and living than' was. 
at that time common in thé rural dis­
tricts of - the -Province . 'Some years, after 
when the Highlanders came to settle in 
Pictou, they treated them kindly but, with 
their better éducation.,' richer -farms and - 
improved circums tancos, they were d'is'posc.d
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to look down upon the newcomers 1 iv thelr^ ' 
rude dwol].ings and hoincl y appa rell. t

n.y ( lie .1: ime th.c Pictou ll.i gli.l anders' had made d.lveir' 

way over Mount jThom to settle amongst th'ei r prêtent ions 

neighbours, tlio village of 'I'ruro had b'egun to assume .rts 

status f . rcta.i hod .today, as the .county town of the dis­

trict of Co] Chester . An a n d ^ m o u s  trave 11er wo'it ing' 

in ilaJifax's A c a r̂ i a n c o o rcl e t of Ajjril 1.6, 1 8 26., des -

criliL'd its charms':

the ira-mc oL society 'at 'I’ruro is entirely' 
changed wiliiin the last thii'ty y.ears. 'I’he
o]d'|.iéople have observed this change with' 
other feelings than those of satisfaction.
It is •become a gay and fashionable pi ace 
and abounds w.itii mechanics and slio[3keepers 
and i's a kind of metropolis to'the surround­
ing ' coun try. it has some good schools .and 
'a ] i 1)ra i:y . .1 t has ti Presbytori.an medti^ng ^
house and an linglish church.

Truro maintained the air of .prosperity referred to in 

fdie descri pt ion-s .of Pat'tergon' and the anonymous corres- 

ponden t f or< the . A.cad i an Recorder. ...Captain Wi .11 i am 

Moorsam, -a Bintish military engineer whose duties rcp.uired 

extensive travel. . throughout the province',' arrived in Truro 

from lialifax .someti'me in l.h’e 1820's: '.fruro,, he noted,

was -provided, w.i'th • . ' '• ’
f  \ :
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a bQira_ _f i de cjù.u,r L!iousc , .neat 'church prc- ■ 
v.,i-dcd wit-h an ]%pa scoi'>a 1 mi na n t:c; , anci 
the'ir.ight'of .sending a reprc'scnt a i. i vc t c 
the House of As.seiTjli) 1 y , are, signs ol urban 
dignii.y ndi’. to be disputed .Aboul.' t.,wi>nI y 
•weii-buill, and coinforablc wqodon fiou.sos; 
and thj'ee times t ha L number of re.snec là!) 1 e 
cottcuges compose the a,uim,Lolal of' ihtr. 
place I.. i

. And rcav Spcden, a tour is L whc) v i .si ted T ru'ro in the 

early 1860’s concuired in essence wi th Moorsam' s o!)sot 

va 11 ons oi f. or ty years and earlier:

The v.illage o.r town of 'I’luro, Nova Scotia, ' 
is -the nios id per'f Get.ed ‘ model of i'ura 1 archi­
tecture 1 met., wi.th. Its- center is n tieauli - ' 
fill park or square, cons i s t. i ng ' o f seycral 
acres , and surrounded .by 'SUfieri oi --bui Iding.s, 
in. which -the chief. , lius.i ne.ss is.’ transacted. 
Nearly a.ll o ’l' I .he dwell.ing houses .a re ol 
beautiful cottage stjuc-lure, or n a men ted .wi-t.h 
.11 oral gardens., and overshadowed hÿ. the 
loveliest I rcc.s , the who.l o rcsGnibj i hg Llial. '. 
of' an Arne I. .i can village. , • :

Jn 186 I,, not wid.lrstcind i ng 11 ig' 0|jening of Liie Nova'
' ' ■ 1 . -

'Scut i-a Railway line, Truro was st,i,ll css on Liai I y an 

ng.ricultura.l ’ village . Many of the househo Id ' liead.s who 

appeared ip the .census of that year were l .isted a.s ' far-
y

mors in the provinci’aJ.' di rectory three years later.

Pigs and geese still, ran at large on the common land, in 

the. very centre of the business, district; and attempts 

to restrain- them iiad been' lauglièd out of tlio Court of 

Qua rtcr-Sess ions. A former student ol the Normal C o l l e g e
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c'i (Jf 1:1)0 Truro of this-period: '"J’hc town was only a

l\iLL].o- Vj 11 age - the. two main 'streets with only'a lew 

liousc.s - and wIiaL was then ça] led the 'Common (now a beau- . •

- L i F u 1 ' squa i e ) was the business part."'*^

; i'he' landscaii^, of 'J'rUro changed con.si deralily during 

t h e  pj ctspb) ous years which ('ollowçd' completion of tlie- _ ^

■ la i .1 wav'’ 1 i nes 1 i lax and Pi cfou in 1866,^'- "You,

would/hardly know Truro ;now", wro t'e fanner and eus toms • 

ColloCltrt '1'liomas Crowe to a son in California. "We have 

a ]()() stores o)’ more, we iiavĉ 6̂)iir Shoo Factories, our

I,as I. ■iCacLory, dur Foundry, -pur mil lienors .[’sic]. Dross
", 1 2 ' 

maker:-; and Tny 1 or.S . " .' Crowe and hi.s ..sons were among

the many local residents to bencfi t f rom' the bui 1-di ng

l)oom. Sons Sidney'ahd dohn, both' living in Tr.ui'o, were.'

employed as hoitsd-bui-Idcrs throughout this Lime: indeed,

John could liai.cUy get ]iis own house built for work j ng on

■ those of othej“ pcop I c . '

Changes of i.eligious a f f i 1 ) a t ion are one of the.

. inde.xes wo can use to determine Urc character of Truro

society. Chui'ch a f filiation imparted a membership in an

excj usive community : -whi le communication could .take

place ' between. tl)C members of some denominations, its Kind'

and qual ity wa's severely- 1 imited,ih the. first half of the ■

I ltd) century at least, by theological dogma.. ‘Access to

situations involving social intoraction,which might be

cliurch services, prayer meetings, s e w i n g  circles and Bible
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s Luüy groups , was.one of Lhe ad van Lag,os pf bei ng af-r.ilij- 

■ ateci witli any particular denom.i na 11 on : commun'i Ly social

welfare networks, in both forma 1 and infor'aal situations, 

were of ten connected to ch'urch affiliation as -wcrl 1 . 

Religion wa.s-such a powerful - force in the commun i t y (hat 

i I.s'pi act j ce could take precedence over of.hor life and 

death issues, as witnesses this entry in the diary of 

Israel Long wo r I. h , a young lawyer ifpm Prince Pdwa'rd Island 

w h o , moved to Truro i n f.hc mi d - I 850 ' s :

After Mr. Davis [ M.o t.hod ;! .si ' mi n i. s te r |
had fin i.s hod his f i rst prayer in. me e ing 
this e v e n i n g M r . '  Nelson stood up by the 
'door and said he did'not. know wlietliei it 
was prudent for him to say so but • there 
was a great cry of lire i n the village.  ̂
Mr. - Oa'v.is advised the men l.o go at once..

The fir.st settlers! o.f .Truro were- tenaciously Pr.eshy- 

t.eriqn.. In the' early .years of the settlement Lhej i anti - 

Ikirghcr sympathies were the cause of serious poli Lical 

difficulties when, for wbat they claimed to be' reasons 

of religious principle^ they'refused to swear oaths of 

'allegiance ■to.the British Crown.  ̂' By the 18 2 0 's-the 

st.rcngth of religious feel in g had softened enough in the- 

community .to enable- the AngJ i.ca.ns- to erect a church. The 

Me-thodists .followed sui't in 1B41 and the Baptists, long ,

. con fined>to' their stronghold-across -the bay in OnsTôw,
■ ' ■ ■ 15 . .. ■ ' 'had built ,a chap'el in Tru.ro .by 1 853-. In 186 1 9 8% of
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Truro ' s poi>u,la:i-.i on was Pro l.esV.ant; ; 6 5% were Presby Leri ans . ^

The construeLion ot a Roman Catholic church in 1871 was a 

symbui of the inL j .1 LraLion of out side elements into Tr uro- 

society: most of its menibprs .apirear -to have arrived after •

ra j i road construction had, begun in the 1 850's. '• By the ;

189 0' the re. 1 i.qious composi tion of Truro society had ■ 

d i'vcjcsi f i ed‘ considerably. The Presbyterians still had .. 

the .large.st single percentage at -45%v they were followed 

by Baptists at 1 7 %, the Methodists' 1 4 %, tire- Anglicans and ^

tire Roman Gather! ics wi'Lh about 10% each and a few mi .see 11-
• ' ■ '. • - 1 7. nneou.s' groups such as -the Salvation Army.

In Truro, as in other commun if ie.s-, the rôle. of the 

church extended. beyond tiro Sunday services and Wednesday 

prayer meetings..' The.re is, some evidence that, as late 

ijr the "1860's, Presbyterian - church dignitario.p were .

playing tire r.ole o f  mediator in both private and oubli.c
- ' ig . . ", ' . ' " '

disputes,.- The Methodists top involved themselve.s in

t.hc private -bu-siness of their .church" members. Israel., 

hongworth recorded "this story of a pair of adulterers, 

in his diary '.

George Archibald followed [them] and saw 
■thorn go into [the. nian'-s] shanty. T h e n , as 
[the man] Vas a member in the Methodist 
Church, George went "and informed [James] 
Killer, Samuel Nelson, James Crowe and , 
Leander [Crowe-] and they went to the shanty 
but wc.ro refused., ' [ l^e Man] came, to the 
door and.on being.told what had'taken place 
stoutly denied it. • Killer.went .round and 

. —  ■ ■



found l.l'ial.. (the woman] had gotten out by 
the window. He bd ew her up. She cat ted ■ '

. C\J .’,,hin\ uncle and said she would tejl [her
husband]. KilléJ' got homo' betorc lier and •

■ • ■ l-old . [ li1o dnislaand j , h'i m.se ] f . ( husband ]
.alJow’ed her to stay all night and she .1 c.! L | 
Ilia bod and board the {olJ.owing morning.

Assorted other entries in Longworlh'-s diary Icstify to- - ' - 

the public nature ot private .life: ■ hc refers to the -

■ .investment ] osses of his .neighbours, .the cour Lsfi ip lialiils

ol liis friend.s, and to a wide vari ety of social occasion;; 

involving a broad s[)ëc.trum o f . Truro soci ety .

'the changes ,i-n the compos i ti on and out 1 ook of 'J'ruro's 

population are reflected in the men who weic.cho.sen to

ho.Id political office. An examination of the names o.f/
' - ■ ■ - .
elected municijial’ of i'icors, as they apipearod every yeat .

■ in Belcher's. A 1 nua n a c , shows us that control of these 

offices was, maintained lor the most part by I.ho de.sc'end'onts ' 

of early•settlers in the years before confederation.

Lists of justices .of the peace for Colchester County , .

include such names as Edward Blanchard, David Crowe, ' ,

John Fultqri, Alexander Kent, 'a 11 ' descendcn t..s of 1 ami 1 i os
' ' ’ ' 2 0 ' who had arrived in the area by the, .17 9 0 's.. .'The saine is;-..

true, for the offices of the local militia: for oxainpl e ,
*  : : . ' 

James Kent was the lieutenant colonel from the 1Q2 0 's into the
'2 1 ,I860's. Even more startling in its. consistency is' the-

record'of Truro ! s members of t.he-legislative assembly.

With- the exception-of Samuel Brads.trect Robic, who
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\  ■ '  ̂ 'rcpre.sen ted Tru ro-" townkhip i rom 1799 to. 1 806; Truro's

, MLA ' s' i nvS r i al'r] y' came from those I ami lie;;, who had arrived
23in Truro in. (lie period of fir.st sQtt.l einent. •'

Tlio- first man to break this pattern was Hi ram Hyd.e. 

H y d e ’a r r i. ved in Truro in about 1 84 0. He - began his career 

- titer o' by driving lhe mail coach from, lia .1 i f ax to I’ictou, . .

■ advanced to owning a" .stage coaCh line, and 'subsequent.Ty
■ ' 2 4 ■ ■ ■became a ino.sperous . J umber merchant. ' .Hyde .represented

Tiirro t'Ownslii[) in the 1 eg i s la t ui'.o from 18 85 ' to 1859. .

AdaiTi.s. George Arcliibal.d, who dominated the politics of 

Colchester County for most of the last half o.f the 191 h ' 

ecu I ury, iield a scat in the legislature from'' 1851 to 1867, 

rcp.rcsent.rnq Co.lclics ter- County. ’Archibald's po.l i.Lica.!

. presence, whether in elected or appointée^ office, was a 

major force in- Truro ' s'.pol i tical I-i f e‘. He y a .s in fayoirr 

Of Con federation ; it was a-ftcr his. departure from the 

provincial, 1 eg i.sl a lure for a federal seat: in 1 867 that, 

representatives oh a new breed ’of Truronians began in 

■earnest, to take control of Truro ' sf poll tica 1 reins of- 

power. In the years from 1 867 to 1 904, -Truro's interests 

in. provincial p.olitics wore represented by a series of

me..rcHants' and lawyers wlio had more . or less . tied ..themselves
1 25 . ' : .'to the . "new Truro"/'. -'These men were enthusiastic about .

' ' . ' é  ' , ■

TruTo ' S' place in the new Dominion'.

By the 1880's .municipal politics reflected the

changing-^stiu'cture' of Truro .soci.ety.- The., town of. . '
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Trnro-was in.corpor aied in 1 8 7 ^ ^  Thera was inoic' rnum

. or, p'romoti on of the .intorents oi industry-and commerce 

than there had been, under the. old system, and idie, compo­

sition of town 'governntGnt ref lect.ed th j s . troiossional 

mem like lawyer Israel ’Longwort h and O r . 1) .'II. Muir lie 1 d

the position of mayor; so did mercliants Richard, tra i g
26 ■and P.'J. Thomas.  ̂ '

■ .Tn 107 1 the .ira im tracks ran from Truro in Lhe 

di-rection of Amherst, haJil.ax, and Pictou,' -and i n d in; L r i a 1 

development: had liegun . T he ha .1 i fax .Acadi'an Recui d m  of 

November 1'3, 1871- said of Truro ''( tllii s town or rathiij'

village, b i ^  fair, at the present -time to bcobmc veiy. 

soon the fir.st ma nu fa cl.ur i ng t.cîwn in the Mari.tiiiK; l^ro- 

vincGS." • The article went on to point out the advan­

tages of Truro's local ion, and mentioned .such industries 

-■as the St tin field Wool pn Mill -."the largest of its kind, 

in Nova Scotia" - the car fadtory-; and such nearby influas-' . 

tries gs.th.G Acadia Iron Works in Londonderry, the 

hortaupique .chair factory and the Onslow C h e e s e .FacLory. 

Articles in the 11a 1.1 fax Citizen of December 2 & 9, 1871,

arid the Acadian Recorder of January 4 , ' 1872, rc'fc.i' to the 
' '   ■ . ; •, ■ ■ ; ' 7 ' . .

Truro .Furniture ..Factory, the-"I'ruro Iron Foundry and tlie

Truro Boot, and Shoe Factory, all rec.cntl y opened and 
f 2 o■rapidly expanding.. 'The Provincial Norma 1 'School, esta­

blished in 1.855 , attracted p'ro.s[)ective teachers' from 

■ around the province, as wel l as some noted educ'a tiona 1.). s ts
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1 , ' 2%and [)r of on.sor s . .

The character of Trui o ■ soci ety was also chan<^ing. 

Although nenc of.Lhd 4 800 people who I i vçd an Truro 

census district, in 18 71 were very far removed from -an 

acj r f crrl lura 1 past, an increasing number of.' individuais 

WL't o • invo] ved in wpge l a b o u r . I n c l u d e d  in this new 

class oi; workers'were the beginnings of what was to be 

a sizable po|ni 1 a ti on of railway oinployeos. Perhaps the 

most visible symbol of the coming changes in the compo- 

si t ion of M'ruro's popu lat.io'n was the arrival, an L.he 

early 1860's, of a n umfrcr of families of b l a c k s . There 

had been -a very .small black presence, in Truro in the •

18 th f.entury: :i ndood, the Rev. .•IJani el Cork, Truro ! s. •

fir.st- clergyman", was censured by .some of his Presby-
31 ‘lerian bref hern tor owning a slave. '‘There is little'

re f crOnce, however ; to the presence .of black families

in -Truro pr.'ior to the 1861 census. Robe.i t Connplly and

Samuel Jones appeared 'i-n that year in the census man'u-

script: . by 1 864, H u tchinson's- Nova Scotia Directory

lists oigbL men who.are identified as being of "African"
22’origin in the 187 1 census. According to, evidence

available from.marriage records/,almost all of these

people came from black communities' in'.the' Tracadic
' 3 3 'area .-of Guysborough • County . ,In 187 1 there were 1.17- 

blacks in Truro.' ' This iiif gration continued throughout 

'the 1870 ' S' and 'BO'.s: by 1891 most of the blacks -whose
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■ ruain i age 's w e r e  r e c o e c le c l  :i n T r u r o  g a v e  T r u r  o a s  tJie.i  r  

b i r t h p J a c e .  .

There are !-ew’ references t o bJrrcks Ab ' t lu' 'l'iaîre 

newspapers of the late I9l.h ccnLuty., and very lihtlo ■ 

evidence of Lhei r s La Lus in Truro society. '!'he- me-u • ' 

tended to be labourers in the -1 8 6 0's and ' 7’G ' s ; factory, 

v.’orkers in the 1 880's and, ' i ncrea singly , railway ein|i] oyees 

-in the 1 8 9 0 's. -The women "were recorded as serva n ts ' w i l h 

roughly the-same frequency, as Iheir while s i s Li' r s ; the 

childr(.'n were as liahlfî as white cliildrcn to go' to 'school, 

although it 'is unlilteiy tliat they attended 'tjie Model 

School which was altaciied- to the Provincial Normal Schocjl.

• We have no evidence about the quality of 1 3 1 r: for 

blacks'in Truro.. The very 3-are' newspaper ro-fci enoes arc 

dondc'scond 1 ng .in .tlioi r . [ji'ai sc of the local "col ou red 

folk", but b y , the same toke-n wc'do not lii^d the si ur-ri.ng .

.remarks which appear regularly in the' " P o  1 i cc , Cour t "
-■ ■ - - I fcolumns of the lia 1 i 1 ax papers..' ' ,

As^a vi sible-minori ty , , we might cxpec t that, black.s . ■ 

might have had a harder time adjusting to the way_s of 

Truro society than would their white counterparts. It 'if';,- 

however,'di f r icult to. measure, the- truth of this hypotli-cs i s , 

■ for. we have-little specific conuiient on the rid jlrs'tmen t - 

problems of any of the new arrivals to the town. Most ol 

our evidence comments on/the ways that long-time Truro 

. residents weathcrdd the upheaval of 'the industrializatiqn
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process . • , . , -

lît 1881 1.1)0 transformation" of Truro spcioty was well, 

un.dorway. Thr; town liad ho.on made a .sepai ate 'ceiiso.s di.s-

from the 'siirrouncii ng rural areas: ' .included .in its
16 . ' ' . ■ • ' ' - ■

j.)Opi.i 1 a Li on of .1800 w e r e  a l a r g e  ninnlror o f  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s ,

day ]abouro.rs and. railway employees... The town had been 

j ncoj“pora tod in 1 875. At, Lliat time, an editorial in the . 

local newsfjaiKtr common ted on. Truro'-s, i.nc.rea s i ng pi" Os peri ty :

J t is !n)L a' few years since Tpuro assumed 
any proportions as a town, and it is .'within '

.. the memory of many now living, when the 
waving pine and spruce and the .rustling . 
popl a r , with ‘their deep forest shades, cov­
ered o'ur ‘streets.' A few years has produced- 

; a wonderful metamorphosis and Jwtrgpe the 
sounds of the brute crcatioip/were.. nightly 
borne on the air,' wa arc startled by' the din 
qf steam engines and huge machinery working- 
arid créaking. at the bid of our fe.l-low men.
A shorter time i.s it since the eastern part 
of ouir town, with' its handsome streets,, houses, 
s tores 'and public offices sprang up and 
'.dui.‘ing all this change from the "Forest. . ■
primeval", to the present time, our people' 
have been .careful ly watching our- manu fa c- ' 
t o r i e s . ' ' '

. .On the occasion of Truro's natal day,celebration,in 

1882, Sir Adams George Archibald, -a local man who had by 

t li 1 s t i me .become Li eu tenent-Governor . of -the province-,

- described t h e p h y s i c a l  characteristics of the town. He. 

i repeated the praise bestowed upon Truro by previous 

travel wtito.rs, but gave credit to the inhabitant.s' for

, \ '
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T 1. li ): O  ' s a i r o f p r o s i ') o r i. I: y : “

Happ.i 1 y , ref-’ineincnt' and good tas Le have 
kept pace wi th tlie ])oY>u 1 tion, ’ and we may 
say or Truro w)iat can scarcely be said of 
any other tovs'ri ol i to size in the prov i n ee, 
that Llie poorest house or. cottage in it has- 
its 'littLe g.a rden ' pal clr in f r o n t o r n a m e n t e d  
with f ] owe rs .a.nd separated I torn the s.treot 
by a- neat paliiig, the whole ind.i. catnuj i he 
good taste and the it t of the ̂ gwnct and hi ,s 
iove of order a'nd neatness., '' '

tigs -and chickens, obv i ous ly , iiad been r cs Lra r ned at last,

and the " no at palings" witii the.ir hinged gates, wet m  a

symbol of a new sense ol privacy that was less likely to j'.

tolerate tiic- kind of intrusion chronicled by'isi-ael I,ong -

worth-. , . . . . , ,

Archibald's re I'erenc.e to the "pooro.st" It o u s e s and

cottages i .s ign i 1 i cah t ,- lor -it refers to' what niu.st .have

been an .i ncrea singly visible l a d  or in the development of

'.lh.'uro's sense ol community. 'I'he definition of commun i t y "
. ■ - - 

was class-di.f ferentiaited 1 or Truro,- as elsewhere . .3 The -
' ' ' , ' i
railway workers in the east end of town had intorest.s

which ‘Were defined by Llieir occupa tJ ons and their some­

what isolated location within the town. The merchants ■ 

and ' businessmen, many ol them migrants to Truro, 'had .- - 

social and economic interests in common wh i.ch involved 

boosting a certain image of’̂ their town, T'1^ "old 1 a m i - . '

.lies" had a common interest in the status quo : the
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Lr'idiLiona] municipal ol-Tices of sheriff, registrar of 

deeds, c.Lc.. , belonged to them.by an alino.st hereditary 

right.. bach group recoive'd di f feront _things from the 

I a I go I commun i I. y , and each group- had di f.ferent- i i C e 

éxpoc La I. .1 ons wit.i ch tdie community was fet|Liirod l.o f u,] IM 1

One of the most InngiJiIe wa.ys in which wo can measure 

class disparity is i n'; the spatial' arrangement of- Truro 

sociotv-, Kenneth MacKe.nz.ic was/ Lire son of a local lawyer 

and q.ryrnd.son of county siicr riff Tldward Blanchard w h o s e .

I ami I y connect i ons were endlessly involved with Archibalds,

l)j ckso.ns and other " old - Truro families. He described, 

from I'ri s memorios .pf- Truro in the 1870's and ' 80 ' .S, the 

|)lïys.i.cal and, i mpl i ci L 1 y, the social geography of the 

town ' - • ■ , ■ -

The town then stretched ca.sL and west along 
a gravel lionch between "the Marsh." and '-'the 
Interval " .on, the., north and'tjie southerly 
hills. Thojnain ,s tree t, - Prince, with the' 
shops, the Post Office., Churches , and Banks, 
ran east th.e lengt.li of the town from'"Nigger 
Island" on the édgo of the Marsh' to and 
beyond 'Ing'lis Street,.'a short ..busy block, 
running south to the Railway- Station. North 
of Prince 'Street and parci 1 lei'., 'i.s Queen, so 
close to the.' " Interval ", ( that partiof the
lowland aboye,.the. tide ) , that the back of ' 
the lots dropped down to it. Our garden - 
we lived at' -No. 5G y . was' in the. .r'e.d Fùnd.y 
poi 1 ; Queen ’Str_ep_t ended to the west at ■ 
tlie , Parade, how . called Victoria- Square. - ...
The Prince of Wales .Hotel, where' that Prince.. 
'of I860 . stopped , - faced ..Queen Street. North 
f r o m . tliat ran .Elm Street to an elm tre e , 
and then] bent west as -Robi.e Street, running . 
along the. gravel ridge past, the .Cemetery to
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the Boardlandiny :Hr:i dcje, .where the hicjher 
lands, north and sout,d of the Rivet, drew 
together,. . , , ' . *

'to the east , along the River and 'Lite 
bridge, to Bib.le Hill, the. industrial era 
in my time showed a bcbated head rn n sma 1.1 
brick building bes.ide which on tine, days 
clotlios lines carried .silhouettes of mas on­
line fgrms on wlijj^h were stretched what 
have since gained lame and lorlune 'as Stan- 
liéld's Unshrinkable Underwear'. North-east 
1 could see Penny's Mountain past'^y^hich i an 
the road to Karltown.• . • '

. . We can note.lroni L.hi'g descr ,i on thriL the ]:)l.u,:k.s

had been relegated , to a marshy, under, j l ah 1 e spot on the 

edge of town, that tlie business, dis tri et wa.s liog i nn j tig 

to .shift i roin the Parade Square in the west end ol to.wn ■ , 

t;o the ■ I’ai Iway depot in the middle of'town,' tliat indus- - 

trial workers such- as Stan f icl d '.s prov.i cled vj sib 1-ü prool 

ol industrial en!|jloyinent. We can .note that the elite of. . 

Truro lived away from the" Central cor e ,’ a IJie.i’t on 1 y a . few 

streets, away . Wo might postulate that smal 1 shopkecigers , 

tradesmen and hotelkee.pe.rs lived'.nearer, to the.ir place- 

of work: certainly they did', not form a part of MacKeir/. i e,'.s

childhood , w orld. - . ' -

. - , The census indicates -that the po|)u 1 ati on .'of T.ruro liad 

increased to over 50.00 by I 89 11  ̂The citizens of Truro .

-were experiencing a housing crisis, aq individuals and 

families arrived in search oT employment : '
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-, 0)10 groaL drawback Truro has expcriepced 
j s tlie lack of capital to put up cl wo 1 1 i ng s 
C'C moderate expense for t he ever~i n o  cas.i ng 
poj'ju latj on t ] I a L comes t:o l.he-town. A man 
ol. ' means con] d make a fortune by investing 
n .lÿnid' that can b e  obtained a t ■ M.onsonab.le 

" f igyres and or celling a class ‘of houses that 
w(^uJd renti from $100 to $200 a' year. , One 
citizen told me. there aj'o .over twenty fam.i ~ 
lies now seek ing houses .i n ■ Truro, but, who 
,co.uld not ol)la in dwelling' ho'uses. bn account 
of tiie'lack ol such'wi tjii)i the t.own ' s ' limi ts .4 1

I n the same ai'ticle, the Çolchf^ ter _/|un notes the ready 

_avai 1 a!ii j i ty of housing Ol t he bettor.' .sort-:

Ther'c-is iio place in the? province of Nova 
Scot,i a so wc.l I <àdaj)ted as a -1 ocal. i oiT^f o) 
h omes.' Jn the town and in the outskirts 
are many pretty residences with' more or 

• ■ loss J and attached! ■ A number of th.eiii',
per fee t gems of country .houses, -can be . . ̂
|)U) cliasod' wi th their charming appurtenances .

w. , The ' persistent., noti ng .of the presence, of the rail-
- - . b  '4 3  , ' ■ •

way in descrip'Lions of .the town reflects its importance 

'to Tr,uro's economy, .both - as an' employer and as a trans­

porter of manu lactlired goods from other Truro industries' . 

to the wider world . Railway employees , most bprn outside 

ol the Truro area, wore ,-n major factor in Tru.ro "economy 

■ and society. These families," sbme in their, second g c n e Æ -
'

'Lion pf r a i 1 wa y employment,' had, in almost every case, 

arrived in Truro from elsewhere. ' Leaving their old net­

works of kin and, friends, these' people .sought t6 establish



new bonds. . OJ ben those-lionds were Llios'o .qT ocs:u|)<\ l ion 

and ex p e r .{ c n ce - ! r q nd s w h i -c 11 c o u 1 d no t Ire s ii a r e d Is y i Is o 

pOlit.ical and commercial elites or by t he -mi dd 1 e-c 1 ass 

sliopke'epers , teachers ' and clerks._ .Tire residents ol* 

Truro had changed, Llien,- fs oin ,a group of I iimi 1 i os -w/ni 

were knowip to, and oft.eii rejaled to, each other., lo a'- 

much .larger' soci.et.y whose usclul allianco.s had more l.o 

.do wi-tlp Llie 'workplace and, less to do'wi U r  the liom'o .
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l-'oôtnoLorj - Chapter 2

I . . M. Miirptiy, The Londonderry Heirs, (Truro: privately
( pr limited, I y 6 0- ) p. / u .

■-, t'ani], I los wi th ̂ '•lames like McNutt and Johnson wére by , -
187 1. a s likely, to 1 :i.st. Lhenrse-l ve.s -"Irish" as- "Scotch" in' 
the "oricn n " çolu'mn ol ' the '187 1 census' return.

1 ' ' ' '' CoJ.chcs 1er. CounLy Deed book 1, p. JJ1.. ■

/ ]  - '  ■' MG 1 vol. 74 2, '(George Pa I. Lc.i; son , " Itrcsb'y t e.i. 1 an
Pioneers " ) , ii 9 , p . 1 1 7 .

5 . -AiTa'd ian Recorder, April - 16, 1825 , p. 2, col. G.'

- -W.i 1 1 i.ani Scarth Moors a m , 1 ,e tteis i rojii Nova Scotia:-'
• comprising sketches ol a young coLnitj-y, ( London:. .11.
Cdl bh rn . .and R. Bentley', 1 8 .3 () ) , - p p 3 18-319. ' ^  . -

Andrew heAr.non t 'S|>eden, R.amhj os Amopq the Bluenoses,
- Dt jyem i n ijscence.s o h Tour . th;ou-gh Nova S cotia and New 
. 'Brunswick During the Summer, -of 1 j'oo - ( Montréal : John Lowell ,
. 186 3 ), 1,1. 2 04 . "■ . ■ • .

. . .  - .. - 8 , - llutch.iirson ' s Ngva Scot i a Directory ,- 1864, pp . 2-86 -
. 291.    • ' ■ ' .' ' ' ' .

- ' . - 1 s.rael Lonqwoi.th's diary ( or i va tel y held), Jan. 11,
. ^OGO.'

IQ
MCI vol . 26 ! . (W .D . Dimock papers), #40, S.M. Jackson 

to "Weekly News" ,( n . d . ) . * ' ■ . - .

Da.Vid Stephens, Truro :__ A Railway-Town , ' ( Ilantsport :
Lancelot Press, ,1981 ),. p. 38. ' , ' • • ,

1 2 '  ' ' . . ;- 'MCI vol. 24 4 .(Crowe family, pape.rs-),, 1Î2.22, Thomas , to
David, Oct. 4 , 1 869.- t ' ' 1

r ■ ' 13 - " . , ■1-,on.gworth, Feb. 11., 1.860.. .

J

A
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' 14 l-'or an account: o’f Truro-'s rccponso Lo the, 
American Révolu 1; ion, sqo Mary -Rllen Wright,' "Of a 
Licentious anci 'RebelV.i ous Disi^OBil:ion _thé Cobequitl 
townships a n d ' the American R-cvolut ion'"' ,in Royal .Nova - 
Sçotia 1-li storical Society Collections, vol. 42, 
pp. 27-40.' ' - -

15 ’ ' ■ ■ ' 'Dates taken troni tlie entry on "Tru'ro" in M  ajcc
Marnes and Places o I Nova Scot-ia, ( Mal i TaR : Public' '
Archives of Nova Scq I. i a , ' 1957) r i>P - 664-685.

1 6 ,.Census ci' Nova Scot i a ( 1861 ) , ĵ p.- 1 16 - 119

1 7,.,Census of Canada (1891), vol. 1 , |)p. - 240-24 I .

■ The/records of Fi'rst Presbyterian and S t . •'Itau l ' s 
P). e-sb'y tcfr i an ( now united as First United .Church of 
Truro) are closed to the' public byt di scinsslbn with 
jieople who have seen- the records suggests 1;his to.be

1 9Longworth, Apr 11'.1.1,, 1 859,

• 2 0

?;i
I860.

BÔ1 cherts Almanac for'selected years , 1824-1 860 .

See the 'mi'lltia lists iii Bel cher ' s Almanac, 1 8 2 4 -

22,Shirley B. Lllrot ( ed . ) , The beg j ,s 1 at i vd . As.scmbl y ■
ot Nova 'Scotia ■ 1 75,8-1983, (Halifax, Nova Scot ih Dept. Q.1'' 
Government' S'Orvices , .1 984), p. 190. ( lleroi naf Ler'- M1..A'.s ),

2 3 * ',ln fact, 'the scats for Truro toWnsh i p and Colchester.
County were held ̂ by -members o,f one particular faiinly - ‘the
Arciiibalds - for 6'5 otit .of L ne 101 years hot ween .L766 and
1 8 6 7 . ^ '  . e  . ' - .  . ; i

2 4 ' > '  -MLA's., p. 100. ' , '

2 S - ' ,' ' or the' MLA's who. lived in Truro, 'Sa-mucI Réttie
(1.87 1 -74 ) was a merchant, J . 13. ' pickle ( 1 874-78 ) was a
bank representative and F.A. i/awrence ( 1 886 - 1 904 ) was
a lawyer with business interests. ■ (M L A 's p. 351)' •
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^*^Chron i c]'c-Hoi"a Ici, ’July .28 , 1 960, p. 28.

? 7 ■ .' ■ n Record e r , Nov. 15., 1871, p . 2., col. 1

on ■ .
• ' llal.iJ'ax Citizen, Dee. 2, 1871., p. 5, col. 3. ' D e c . ■ '

1871, p . 5., Acad ian Recorder, Jan'.. 4 , 1 072 , p.- 2,
col . 3. ■ • ' , ' . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

2 9 'One Hundred- Years of Teacher F.ducation (Trnro:
Nova Scot..iâ No,rnia.l College, .1955),' introduction. ' ' -

'^*^Census_ o I Caiiada (187d), vol. 1, p. 11.

• . Watson .Smith, "The Slavo in Canada" in l^vu
.Scotia Hi s to r i c a 1 So c i e t y C o 1 1 e c t i. o n ,s , vol.- 10, pp. 55-56. ■

llut.'Chi n.son ' s Nova Scotia Directory 1 864 , entry on • 
"Truro". 't.ïie 18 7 1 census- lists 117 blacks' in Truro in' 
t h.al, yea r . ■ ' '

3 3 ■ ' . . ■ . •For moi:e nbbut the Guysborqugh blacks, see George
■Rawlyk, -''The Guysborough Negroes : A Study in I so lot ion " 
in Da 1 hoirs ie Review, .vol. 40, # 1 , 1 968. . .

; ' . . . -
The_ 1 891 .census does not rccqu'd ethnic origin: the

census abstracts .hist approximately 50 families whose 
surnames or religious affiliat.ion ("C[oloured] C[hurch]
Da|)t. i .st " ) identifies them as being black.

' ■ - 3 5 ■ ' ' . .The Truro paper's did. not carry police proceedings.

' '- 3 6 ' ‘ .' •' Census of Canada (1881)/ vol. 1, p. 15.

■ ■ ' 1 7  ' ' '■Colchester S u n , Oct. -.6, 18/5, p. 2, col . .3. ■ ..

'38 • ' ' V • ■ ■Adams G. Archibald, ."Speech upon the occasion .of the
■122nd .anniversary of tiic'■settlement of Truro by the British"
. ([ramphlet in micro; Biography, bcuigWorth, Israel, papers 
vol. 3, linpagin.ated ) . ■ ' . . . . i - ■ ^

Kenneth ■ MacKentie, Sabots .and -Slippe.rs, (Toronto:
., [>.ri va tely-j printed , 1954), pp. 68-69 .



-4 0Census of Canada (1891), vol.' \, p. ,24.

4 1 ' /Col Chester Sun, Aug. G -, 1 890, p.-l, col./2,''Prol.ty-'T3wn-yriŸG7ô'' . ' ' /
''' . ' -

^^For one ex a m  pi c„ ’.sec 1;1i g 'I'ruro Dail’y N ^ s , -May 12, 
1891, p. 3 ; co.1,_. 2. ' ' - . ' - -  -
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CHAPTER 3 

'The Ma r.r ,i eelS tat.e

When I mean to marry? - Well - 
'Tin idle to dispute wi th tat c ;,
But i'f yon choose to hear me tell,
! ’ r a y .1 i s t .e n while 1 fix t lie date.

'When dauqlite.rs haste .with eager feet,
A‘ niol.iicr ' ,s da i 1 y '.toi I ' to shgref
Ca n make L he puddings wliich they eat.
And mend t h e . stocki ngs wliich tliey wear.,

Wlicn maidens look upon a man.
■As in himself that they would marry,-.
And .not. as -army -soldiers scan- . -
A sutler'or a commi.dsary;

When gentle .ladies who' have’ got ■
The offer of -lover'’s h'and 
Consent to share hi.s "earthly’ lot "
And do not' mean Iris lot-of land. '

When young mechanic.^ are- al lowed - 
To find -and. wed the farmers girlfs,
Who don't expect to be. endowed»
Wi.lr.h rubies, diamonds .and pearls.

When wives, in short, shall frcoly .giv’e . 
Their ■ hear.f.s and .hands to aid the spouse 
And live as they were wont to live. 
Within their sires' ohe-story houses.- -

'Then maiden - if I'm not-too' old 
Rejoyced to quit' this -lonely life., .
I'll brush my- beaver, censé' to scold*, ' 
And look ' abo'u-t me for 'a wife!^-

T!iis poem, pr.rntod in the Colchester.' 6 uh of January ,31, 

1 877 , is a concise example, of the confl icting ■expectations



• 57

J

Truro men and women -had of married li.fc: .ft is, i 1 lustra fi v c ,

too, of a chnnqinq commun i I y , One 'wheio "young mecd.anics"

miylit ex pec I to come/.into everyday contact witii "farmer's

cfirts", and where daughters might have opt.ions to sharing

"a mother ' s da'i ly toi 1 " . '

The possibility of marriage was a factor 'i.n every moot —

i ng of single men and women. The solemn words of t'b.e-

marri ago ceremony,- prefacing as they didth.c, entry of men and

■women i nt.b what was comiiionl y known as - the '■'marriod stale" ,

we re familiar, to- a 11 part.s of nineteenth century' .soeicty.

'The sacrament 'of marriage was "... not liy any to be entered

into unadvisedly or lightly; but reverently, discreetly,
2advisedly, soberly and in' the fear of God". ' The marri age 

ceremony was a I'i te of passage as, well as’ a reli g ions ritual: 

it marked passage into adul thood' a.nd a recognized place in 

community life. . l.t -entailed the sotting 'up of a separate 

. j-esiclence or. at least the reorganization of- exist ipg resi- 

dent,|).al ■ boundaries : . it changed the ruIds of socially •

, acceptable ' bcliavi.or for men .a.s well as- for women: it marked

.the assumption, nt .least potentially,, of new rcspons ibi l.i - - 

ties to-do with chi Id raising and the support and mai n tena'nc.c 

of a family. Entry into ,tho married state usually meant 

entry into new .kin relationships^ often meant .a change ;i n 

economic circumstances , and even,, for women', 'on Lai led a 

cha.nge of name. For- women, too, especially for those who 

had' never -been ihvo'lved i'-n wage'-labour, entry into the



in-arric'd sLaLc signifiod Lhe as.gümpl ion of a job for wliich

th.ey liad served a long a p|)ron t: i cesh i p , usually under Lhe
& -

3wnt.chful eyes’ of femâlc relatives. The nianagemenl of a 

.house, the' -ordering of liousetiold act ivi I i es , the thrifty 

a 1.1 oca Lion of finances, goods and\services, the bearing, 

rea.r i ng a.nd training of cliildren - all of these were crucial 

■ to tlie success of ' the, ' new hquscshol d . and a woman''s a.bility .

along these 1 i nc's was scrutinized ca re full y , i. f not by her
’ ’ ■■ 4 'potenlial mate,- t heri by his family and friends.

-/I'he nnrr.iage ce ins mon y was not: jus I a union ol^-two indi-.

vidua]s, nor was the uniting of. two people in marriage a

random act i n f 1 he need only by seiH'iment arid proxi niif.'y . - The
, . . ’ ' \  ' ' ' ■ ■

' t imi rig', reguirement .s and precondi ti ons of marriage wore

^..shaped .by social and economic forces working in the larger

society, and were influenced by class percept ions and expè.c-

t’.nt ions formed from hi rth . . ' . .

•What determined the boundaries ' of th.e married state?

Roman t i c love, a des i re for ’independence., -shared, experiences

and expec ta t i Ori.s, economic necessity and the bounds of

socially acc'eptabl.e behavior - -all of these shaped the timing

and f ormati on of marriage bonds in nineteenth century

. sbc,iet.y . '. -In ' fact, the forces which combined to be-present at

any marriage ceremony make the event; a useful focus for . .

studying the. organ! zation of family and community.



■ ■ ■ ■ . . , ' ' .■
' ' %  #  ' . / '  ' :

• The. marriage data used in' this study was compi led S rpni

l-.h’e Nova Scotia government marriage registers ior C6.1 Chester
g ■ ■ ■ . ■ ’ • . 'County. Registered information includod the name, age,

■ mari tal . status , r.osi dence. and birt.hplace of Mu' bride and , ;

groom; tlie names and occupât ions of t hgi r ' fa t hers and the

occupation-of the groom; the date and place, of tlie. ceremony ; |

tlie name and religious a I f i 1 iati.on of the ni ini .stprs who

performed the ceremony? the names of the witnesses .and .the

signatures or marks of l.he bride and'.groOm.' The regi*iters

themselves run from 1-8 6.1 to, 1911 for Colchester Count v : ' the

years included, in this'study woto 1864, 107], 1881 and 180].

(Tliese were .selected in.order t.o correspond wjtli available-

manuscript census .material,.) The l.i censes- were 'recorded.

geograph i ea 1 1 y : that, is, they wcrre recorded.in. the com-

muni ties in wh i ch the marriages took . p.l ace f i ega rd bos.s of

where pa i: ti cipants , resided . Tlic .stati.s ti.es used here were ^

taken from mcirriages recorded for the area compri sing Truro

Townsh i p , including the communities of Salmon River, f)i bl c

.Hill, Brookfield, Johnson's. Crossing, (now llildcn ) . and .several 
■ - : " : ■ ■ - ■■ \‘smaller communi tics, as well as the town of i'ruro.. ■ One.ol

the idcosyncracies of the provincial marriage registers uj) to

about 1900 is. that. Roman Cathpl ic.s', for some unknown rca.son,

often did not- record their marriaiges' wfth the govcrnmcn t . 7

According to census, figures, Roman Catholics repire.sented

about 5% of -the population for .̂he. area .under study, so their

absence does not seriously affect the figures presen ted hero.
-.3 ' - ■ ■■■ ' • ■' '■ . '



•

60

■ l.ei us Lhcn begin at the' beginning ol the morri age 

rel <itionsl)ip and oxcimi/ie, as best wo can', tlie selection 

process. ' '

\ d'he tolches tcpr Sun, lhe 1 oca 1 jiappr, for the 187 0 's., 

'80/.S, and '90's, printed litt le di'-rect advice to women 

about the sclcction o 1 a mate, except to recommend.that they 

avoid nmirryintj anyone who drank, smoked or was set in liis 

ways.^ 'There was, however, a fair amount, of advice to'men. 

about vdiat to ’look for in 'a wife. Jn the 1 870's, the 

emoliasis in this adv'ice was-clear and direct. Tt was ; 

strongly recommended -that men choose 'their wives for utili­

tarian qualities; the i pipl i ca'ti on being that it-.was as.easy 

to love a..'useful woman as a nsel dss one, and .much ’ more 

scitsilale. The. Sun 'of Sept.. -I, 187/, recommended a wife who 

"works for a living":', ' .. ' ' , •

You v/lio .'are looking for ,wi vcs. an'd com- 
. parvion.s , turn from thè shi O'nabl c , lazy,, 

ha'u^hty g.irls and select those who- work 
.for a living -hnd never -.our word for it 
- ' wi 11 you repent your choice. You want'
■ a substantial friend -and not a doll ; à 
hclp-matc >a.nd .not a holp-eat, a councillor 
and not a simpleton i9 -

"An Old Farmer", whose advice was pulDlished in the Sun ' of 

Sept. 14, 1070/ laid out "the road o f 'usefulness and pros­

per i ty". ' In third place on his list of precepts was this 

admoni .shmen t : ' .
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When you gel ready to marry, seloci' n 
girl who is your equal - one tiiat will 
be iudusl.rious and wi 11 save what you 
make, and, who wild be a hol|) hex I: to 
y o u .

Beyond utilrty, women, as ma'i ners ot the rnoial t i Iqi'c 

of society, were expected to maintain a higl'. moral tone _ The 

Sqn ' s. article of Jan; 30, 1878 on ’ "TraiiiocI Housekeepers ", 

wh]ch commented on,.the neeess i Ly of women 1ea rn i ng the ''t mi d o ' 

of housewi. f eJ;y, continued: . -

. - . [ H lousekeepj ng in'usL not be 'considered 
the A.lpha,a’nd Omega of' [w'ifej-yj d u i. i e s . 
Deeper than this lie othei' cjuolitie.s 
quite'.as i hdi spensi bl c and still more 
necessary to a inis band ' s or even a wife's 
haiipiness'. ... The best, dower,, thcrcl ore 
a mother c.an give her daughter is the 
dower,o f  perfect womanliness, for a 
womanly woman 'can enter into her husband's 
weaknesses adapt her soi f to his fancies 
and by a pleasant fiction at least adopt , 
hi s tastes . ̂ '

By the 18 50's, t)io qual,it.ies of "womanliness" liad 

acquired nn increasing value. They were well-defined for 

Truro readers .i ir an article reprint ed from the New York 

Even inq World -in t.he 8b n of Jupe 4 , 1 850 : ■ . ,

The foundation of sQciety'rest.s , on its. ' 
homes. The success' of .our homes rests on- . 
the wives. Therefore, first of all, 
teacb our girls how' to be successful wives.. . 
Begin in their infancy t-'o develop their 
characters.. 'Teach them that. jealousy is .
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an. :i mmora l,i ty ■ and gossip' a-^/ice. Train 
tivcfii tp keep the smallest promise as 

. . sacr.ed’l y . as an path , and to speak oJ.
pcqp.1 ,e on I y a s they would spcak t.o Liie m . 
Teach- them to look ..for the best quality 

■y in every.-one they meet, and to .notice "
'• other people'.s haul ts only tp avoid 
them'. Train tdiem to do small things 
well land to delight- in helping -others, • 
and - ins ti. 1 1 -cons'tant-l y into t.hei r minds 
the necessity for sacrifice.for others'

. plegs.urè as à - means of soul development, 
y Once given a f i rm-foundation of charac- 

tdj' ■] ike this, whi.cli Lhe poorest ap' well 
as the richest parent.s caiy 'gtye ' thei r 
girls, and no mattc.r what l i c i t y 

■ ariSOS.they will be able'to rise,above
. it.12 ' '- - . ': ' i

While utilitarian qua 1 i t .yes were still -vqlhéd. in tliQ#\ . 

Truro of the 1 8 9 O' s , . tlie oniphasi s had shifted [from the kincre • 

of .skills a f aç,m w i'f e might find useful ' to sk.ills more suited. .

■ to an urban .1 i festyle . The Sun of . LUirch-, 11 , 1891 talked

■ àl.)OÜt f i na'nci al nianagenient in an article called, "The" Domestic 

Ps'rsc Strings.". it encouraged men to select and encourage 

women who yvorc. capable of coping with domestic financial.

arr angemoni. s,". and asked -that! men give the.ir 'wives credit for 

some .sen.se. In a comment directed at. women reade'ts , . the . 

autl'ioj w'arned that ."'ia]ny girl should beware of the man who 

considers women irresponsible cr.catures" , ^nd suggested that- - 

coiipl.es' cqme to sotne .tiort of agreement over .domestic finances 

before the wedding- took place. t' . . , ' ; ’

' ' Women w.ete. ̂ encouraged to make - the most of their 'ap^éar-

. ahce and. newspapers Of the .time, th'e Sun - among them, printed
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more and more ad-vcrtisements [of'-dids td.beaidy as the,nine­

teenth .oe.ntury drew to a close. . Men, how.cvcr / were oncour-
' ' ^  \  ' -aged not to fal.l Tor the lure of a pretty Cacd. Another

article in ' thé Sun of March ]], ].B91 was on Li L 1 ed ' " Pin i n and 

Pretty .Women Why the Latter So Of ten Make Matches That arc 

tlie Saddest of Failures": : ' . .

Pretty women have ,leçs opp'ortu.h i ties . 
than plain ones for becomling what, they 

- were orig’i.haliy intended tp l:5e - sweet, . 
noble, patient, helpmate.s - simply 
because'-men (on whom, the fault should 
rest) ‘have- caiisèd women to enter lain . the. 
idea , that life is nci then. .a serious nor 

■ ■an earnes t ■ t h i nq . 1'I . ■■

. Tlie .1 im-ited evidence wo have would indi calc t hat l or

'^l^n at least .parental approval was not a s i gn.i T'i caijit factor 

.in' the selection of a .spouse". Since men were usua 11 y . f-.i nàn- 

■ cially i-nde'pchdent and. past the age of consent- before they: 

even contemplated marriage, it nilgh.t be expected that they 

at least-would, have more; freedom to make s-elections as t.hoy- 

pleased. A factor in the choice of a wife may. havd been the 

approval of. her par Ont s.. ' Wills' for Colchost'or County frOm 

I860 'to' 1890 revçal that some effort was usua 1 1 y made to .'

provide a daughter' with a 'dowry. The -dowry, often in the ■ •
; - ' - ■ ,. ■ . 1 5  ' .- form df, livestock o,r .furniture., served .tr .numbê if of purposes.

It-was a token of affection:, it co’ntribu.t'ed to the estnblish-

m'pnt of the^new hou'seholcl; it recognizpd the contr i by-tion
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or-the da ugh te t Lo the pa ren tal hous,eliold : and by ad ] owing ' 

liei to make a tangib'Je cpntri bu't j on to -the va lue of - !ier 

liusband's property, reinforced a woman's dower right in -her 

husband's estate.' Often the property brought by a woman 

' i ntd iter marriage was conveyed, .usually to ■ a- daugliter , by'a

.widowed man as "everything her mother brought into my pofeses-
' • ■ 16 si on at the 1. i|iie dl her marriage". Sometimes a will

referred Lo somethi ng a ' daugliter had 'a ,1. ready received as being
' - '. - 17. ptirt. of her share oi ^ he cnstate.

'the inheritance of. property by sons fi'om father was not 

• evidently tied, to parental approval or otherwise 'of a son's 

mar/iage.. While they regularly referred to' the' marital s.tatus 

of Xcmalo heirs, will.s generally .did not distinguish a son'-s. . ' 

ma'rita-1 stalus'expert by ■ reference Lo any qrandch i Iclren which 

might, dn.sue- from ah alliance. While the-property willed to a 

daughter might well depend on her marital status -'after all,..

■ she might need to -bd permanently.provided for if she remained 

, unmarri ed^ ,“-prdf>er-ty willed to a son was more likely to .
: : - ■ • ' '19■. depend on how much .assistance he had 'already received. It

i-S impp'ssible, wit.h the available evidence, to connect- the 

receipt of any .suç.h assistance witli tlie event of marriage, 

altho-ugti it. may well, have-.bee-n the case that informal arrange- 

' men to to do'with yse of, land, workshop facilities and invest­

ment .income may' have be.en formalized by the instrument of the 

..wilt. None of the .Colchester wills in. this sample refers to 

■ any ma jor 'settlement: of real estate, 'for example, as being ■



2 0 'roJatecl to a son ' s -ma r ri cfgo. .

.Very ] i LLl o personal ‘ correspônclence lin s s-ui i. voc! for l lie 

Truro aroRi a-nd such iourna 1 s a;fcxisl., aJl .kept -In' men, are-'

almosl a 1 .1 in tlio form oi romi n i sconces al; I; lie" end ol a 1 oiuj
21 ' • ’ . ■ ' • ' . ■life. " Such i n forma t i on as we' have .indjdafos that I lie period

of formal courtship and engagement was .shot I: , hui was of t mi
2 2 .preceded by res i dent i a 1 proxi,mi fy. ' The family c?or r r-spon^ 

dence between Ttiomas M. ^rowo oi Trnro and his sons in 

assorted North American commun i Li cs; rocprds two mar tm ages :

■that of John in 1839, which took place in 'Prnro, and that of 

James in-.1.864 i,n Col 1 i. ng wood , Ontario. Thoma s , ■ wr i t i ng -o !'

John ' s- weddi ng '(.ô.a "Miss Chisho.Im", describes l. he ■ ron nda bou l 

way in wit i.ch the connection was made :

You wi.1,1 be surprised to iiehr that vJohn'is • 
being maarried.on this day. Monday to a' Mis.s.

. Chisholm of Wallace, daughter of W m :
' ' Chfshol m of that .p.lace. Her mother i's -

sister to aunt. Cat y Smith, 'also o! Mr .s. liben
' Smith's.' She went, va year t o Llur Normal.

School -i n Truro and suppose John became 
■ acquainted with her whilc in Truro. I

J-v- 'believe sh'e is a very worthy girl. ̂ -'3 ‘ ,■ .

' ' . . :

Nèi thci . 'iTiomas , writing of. John ' s-wedd i ncg tp James , noi' Janio.s,
' ' ' ■ ' • • ■ ■ 2 4writing home about his.own marriage in August PI 1864, ' make;

any. mention of how long .either re'l a ti onsh.i g: had existed:
' - • ■ ■

neither woman had figured in any correspondence previous -to 

the announcements o f  the marri ages . Thomas did 'not sub.se- ■ 

quehtly make any comments ajbout the. brides of e i I her . of-’h i s
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.sons, but: he obviously approved of Lhe i ns L j 1-u t ,i on , oL

ma r - i age', o s pe c i a 1 1 y as a device L or stabi 1. i za I .i on of reckless

ycunq nien.. He had ev.idenLly aiade 'his. 0 [Ti nions :i h (dn's regard
« » I

clear Lo Ins son W.i. fliam, as evinced .by the fo.l lowing re pi y :

I I apjica rs L.haL Wha L moLher cal is .sqttà ing 
doWn is cjett.ing a wile. I have heard of it-. 
l)oi ng the niea ns of sobering some down, but 

■ in my case I think - 1 would be as unsettled 
• as over even 1 had one Agd for i t s
maiking a man "a bet ter member of society, T 
■ I. hink there is some room for debate,' t ho I 
must admit if it does so it is a. very ■  ̂ ' 
s.i mpl e qualification. 1 i nk f am as cpn-,'
te.nted as a great many ' 1 see’-round me that 
is settled down.26 .

Wc have: an account'of one courtshi p , al.'beit a disastrous

one. this took place in Folly Village, about Cifteeh mi les

from 'Truro,'.and it is recorded in some detail because it.

bo game the ..suijjcct- of a breach of promise suit on the part Of

'tl'ie prospective --bridb. The case was brought to the Supreme 

Court in Truro : . . • . ' . - '

.'Mr. Gourloy .very cleverly opened -the case 
• and alluded. tO .'tho early cdurtship a.nd'
- undoUbt.cd engagement .of marriage between - 
Cnpt. ' Campbel.l and Miss Esther Fletcher.
The Dofendegt prospered in business.and 
to-day .was â man of'much wealth. .'The ' 
I’laintiff whs fatherless, .and with only a 
mother's pr-btee,tion-. - .Défendent should.h^ve 
been a pro.tettor rather .than‘the cause of 
making her whole after life one of dis- .' .
appointmelrt and sadness. On different 
occasions the Plaintiff had entreated 
•Defendant, to fulfill h'ls promise and marry
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lier . Tills he promised Lo . do on d .1'( J, cj'en t. 
occasions. When he returned from .à disLant 
voyage on one occasion she especially - 
iImportuned him in the presence of her nioLlior 
and her. infant child L.o' carry out his 
promise'. lie to.]d her he could not' just then 
but that he never would marry any' other 
.woman. ' Again and again he deceived the 
Plaintiff with such false promises. Aflc'r 
hi.s mo til or died he would maiery lier; again,- " '
after hi.s sister's death he certainly would; 
both mother “and si.ster , passed. awa.y and 
still Plaintiff 'got no répara I i o n . for the 
gredt .injury done her. l.a-st wi nter. Capt.. 
Campbell married another woman' and thi.s ^
action was at once instituted lnythe 
Plaintiff and substantial damages- were. . •
asked for the outrageous and cruel way in- 
which Plaintiff had keen treated by Defon'- 
dant. 2.6 ' , ■ ■

'■The suit) originally for $30,000, was sett led out of- 

court for $3 , 000 and expe'nses. Several aspects of the 

courtship process are illustrated hero. Firdt of all, a 

. father must 'normally have had n V q ]e in censoring his

daughter's courtship activities. From the account -of the .

\  case' as given above, we can see that the presence of .only a-',

' - . female parent was .considered- 'to be 'a disadvantage to a woman:

.",a -mot.her ' s protection"- .was not deemed a sufficient shield. 

Perhaps a father might have beca in a position .to ask ques- 

.'.tion-s about a sui tor ' s -prospects and intentions— -gubst'i ons 

which societal standards might have ' prevented a female parent 

from asking; Secondly,- a -promise of marri ago 'wgs a ’.serious , ,

contract, e.spccially- f,o,r a woman whose subsequent. marriage -'. 

prospects were closely allied w.i.tli ; her reputation. The t , '
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woman .in thi s’ case appears to !iave haO a child by her 

uniai Lhtn.] snilor’. A Ijiird point involves the timing of the 

marriage arrangements; Captain Campbell evidently believed 

that ,the hea 1 tli / and possibly the opinions, of his. mother and 

sister were acceptable excuses for the postponement of his 

■ -, rnarri age : ohvious 1 y Mi ss tl et.clier and her mother were forced

to be content wit.h the- explanations offered.-

'The role of parents in the selection of spouses is 

unclear front th.e evidence available for 'i’ruro. In most, 

cases, it might be assumed that, censorship of available part- 

nctr.s was i nd i rOc t . Parents ,• a f ter all, liad some control over 

tho kinds. Of assoc.i.ates ■'their children might be permitted -to 

liavc;'. .In the 1 860's and '7.0’s, the nat'qre of available 

social, occasions created a', natural selection process which 

organised People b'y cultural interests and religious persua- 

si o n . .Israel Longworth was 25 in 1859 / when h'is-diary begins. 

He w.as. a single man, living, apart from his parents, a lawyer,

■ a Methodist and.à temperence advocate. Social occasions for - 

I rim i'n.cluded -slei gh _ r i dés , temper en cé lectures, backga.mmon 

games, skating, church functions- including the regular church 

servi ce on Sundày.. and prayer 'meeting pn Wednesday nights, and 

other' private '.gatherings, including-a few private .dances.

. Longworth ' s associates in Truro we're mainly male:' for 

instance,; on Feb. 11_, .1859 he notes-"The Company adjourned 

I to the .Tcmpcrencc,'Hal, 1 faite r' a. sleigh ridd] and had a dance,. 

But., there were too many boy's to. the girls for general ‘

U '
■■■ , -k/f.



6 9

9 7 ,com T o r t . " ' • ■ ' •
. ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ • , : f •

A sanipl :i n g '-of a va I lab.l c  on I. i nq s from the .Colclies t:e'.r Sun ■ 

far the 1 870''.s indicates a -somcwliat broader range . o t avail­

able ŝo.c ia 1 acti vit.ies-. 'In addition l,o the rocjular- PuVulay 

services a,ncl mid-week prayer meetings for al 1* do.nomi na L i otrs , 

tiiere were various community concepts organized try one or 

another of tiie.- fraterna 1 organ i'/.,a [ i ons of 'i'ruro Out-of-

. town performers came to Truro as well, either a s - mus i c i ans 

• -ôr as .lecturers on v-arious- subjects or for various cU uses. 

Tr.uro had a literary club and a. Philharmonic Society. toss 

.formai entcrtaJnments included Murray's Circus and a .skating 

carnival, of which a correspondent wrote that "IT j here was 

present quite a number 'of the elite of Trur q " , 1 mo;; t, all of'
2 9them .single men and women. ^oss formal sLiJJ. wore the 

kinds of meetings described in an 1874 editorial entitled 

"The Post Of.rice": .

Ladies and, businc.ssnicn find it a 1 mo'st an ■
■ impo'ssib.il.i'ty to'reach the v/indqw.. We find 
that every thiyd young pran who goes to ' 
enquire for loiters hangs about the door 

.and sidewalk, and that' when a yc^ung lady ■ .
. ■ goes' for, we may suppose, love letters she 

is attended by 'a bodyguard of two or three 
companions/30 ' ' '

Another po'pular^Truro rendezvous was the wooded- vql Icy, 

.that was eventually designated a -public papk. 'I'hc adjacent, 

waferfal 1' had'been a popular courti ng spot for generatiop.s ; 

"who can, say" ' commented .one observer '-"how of ten the fates of
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young people have been decided under tlve sooirhing influence
12 ■of those descending waters?"' .

-Most of tire occasions where the young men and women, of
i'rui o could easily meet and' social i-̂ e were fairly formal 1 y

I
s 1;)'nct;.ui"e.d in the Truro of the 1 870's, Parents were able to 

control the coirnections .Ihcrir children made by selecting tire 

events they could attend. Most events were at night: an ' ■

escort or perhaps .even a vehicle .miglit bo .required to enable 

a. young woman •.to attend. Parents .si mpl y did not permit . 

their daughter’s to at.tend. ; ‘ ' '

, By the 1890'.s, hp.wever, children could not so easily be 

control led. • The rising popularity of spectator and.parti di- 

pa lory .sporl.s at the end of the nj noteen tb century were the ' 

means of gathering crowds of young men and women .Loge.ther on 

a regu.igr pa si s . ' Cr .i cket, baseball, and la crosse were popul a r 

in Truro: 1 aqrnSso appear's especially to have attracted

crowds. The; Su_n noted of one ' game : ' - - .

We wOre pi eased to see the number’ of the 
fair-sex present and 'by the heartiness of ‘ 
thei t' a.pplause, that Canada,'.s national . 
gaifre is- appreciated ' by the young ladies 
of Truro. 3 3 • .

In a mil lln.g crowd (as' opposed to the formality of a 

coi)c,e.i't hall ). it. was difficult to control the ‘ i'n te.rmi.ngl ing 

of classes. ' As early -as 1.878 ; the Sun was commenting on - the ,■ 

poor attendance, figures at ,recent concerts . Recreation, as(

- 7
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opposed I. o -en Le i: ta 7 iiiiien L , liad become a n i ncveas inq f ad or .in

the lives cl Truro's younç ■ poop] e . .-The .opening of Victor.ia .

Park in 1 887 , and the .subséquent rrequency of events, wl_ii eh 

took place I lie re-, offer'ed Trnronians an informal' .setting f’o'r 

.socia .1. - or private - gather j-ngs . .

Wo have looked a I .So'me of the considerations that a man 

might- take courting with him, and that a woman mighl con.sidc'r 

be Core she cun.se nted tu inarry. 'J’he more immediate economic 

con.side;rat.ions o..[ occupation and income a],.so entered the 

ca 1 ch] ati ons, o.r couples who were . choosing mates'. More sper;i - 

fica.lly, a man's occu]iaLion -played n role in determining when 

he cord'd marry. Available' occupations for women had an.

impact oh the t .i mi ng o! ' marri age, especial] y bn Ihc'.last
" ■ . ' . : - . . ■ .decades Of t lie n i net.eenl h century. By this time, t he.

increased availability of waged work tor women made- spi n.stci - 

hood ’ a financially i f  not.- social 1 y ncce]:>talil e condition. Tlic 

occupational ranking of parents also had an impact on the' 

selection of marriage par tnc i s and in llie definition of sog.ia 

.and eccpnoniic expectations of the married state.

. From 1864 to 1891 thpre was a drop in the age a I, l iiiic 

of marriage for .both bride .and groom. For grooms, the 

lowered age at time of marriage cor respondP’d to 1.1 le a va i | alii 1 - 

ity of wage labour. Even farmer's sons, who consi sl.cn tly 

married later than their peers in town, were marrying much 

earlier in 1891 than -they had been in 1064. . . .
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Age aL iMnio' oT marriage - grooms: '■

Farmors ( il ) Trades/Labour ( il ) Service* ( # ) .To ta] 
]864 . 3 3 . -  - , 28:9 ' ' . 36.8 ' 33.6
] 87Ï 28. 8 ' 32.5 ' ' 31 .0
]88Ï - 30.9 ' 29.4 24..5 28..9
1 891 , 2*7.6 - 27.6, 31.4 28 . 8.,,

* Note : Mos L of Lhc small .sample of men from this'
groifp who married were well over 3 0..'

begin ni ng -wl l.h f he a'r.ri'val of, tiie. railway in 1858, Trnro
a

, ' of I ered an i.ncreasing diversify of wage labour'. The building ■ 

boom of 1 he early 1 860's, increased' indusf rial i xatinn' in fhe

1 870 ' d , and l:he jolrs made available by the railway itself, .all 

offered a chance for young men to'make and save money for the'

support of a futur.e wife and, possijaly, the establishment of
' 36 ' ' ' - ' '•a f 111; lire ■ farm., . business or trade. - Truro hoys, like other

. Nova Scot.ian'.s, of ten. went away to seek their fortunes; the

fcoiro.spondencG between Thomas Crowe and 'his, sons i s full of
. . ' - '

refereiyces tb young men leaving for and returning from 

. . centrd 1 Canada the jloston 'States , New York and the. gold 

- 'fields of C a l i f o r n i a . M o s t  of the men .who left Tru.ro were 

'„»i.'.ej)l acGcl, however, usiially by other Nova Scotign men who hhd
■ . 3 g ■ '

côme to Truro to work on the railway.- Increasingly evident • 

'in this period was tlie steadily rising proportion .of .men to 

; women aged 16-20, whi.çh dias interesting implicati ons ' for the 

demography of Tru.ro in the -early twentieth century.
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■ ̂
Men 16 - %'0 j)er 100 women 1 6 - 3 0 :  ’ .

1 8 f ]  '  00. 1 ' ' ' - ,
■ . /

, ,  1871 8 0 . 0 -  '

'  ' 1,881. 1 0 3 . ?  ' .  . .^ . .

. ' 1891 . 141.  -

As we have seen, ■ Die young men of Truro, bene 1 i hl.ed J'rom' 

a considerable amount- of advice about how to, choose a wife. 

Quest! ons ol sent inienl. are.-di f f .i eu 1 t. to mcasuro at thi.s di,.s-
I

tance, o,spcc.ially s i n c C w e  have ver-y I'ew per.sona 1 oaners for ■ 

the Ti 'jro area.., and we can judge no! I her the beauty or- rola , 

t.i ve • (.)! a 1 ne.ss , nor t: he actual moral 'worLli of women now iong. 

dead- We can, however, document Die impact of sucii lactors 

as mobility and lamily background-on the question of who v 

married who-. '. - - - . : -

The .mnrriacj'c registers for Colchester County ptov i de a , 

useful index of geographic mobility, -a S ' t lie' required iui t o r ma - 

' tion 'included -place of birth as, well ' a's |..)Jacc of res idcnce. 

During the years from 1864 to 18,91, grooms were divided ■ 

approximately equally between ,heijfg local men and people from 

elsGwliere in boVn Scotia. A higher percentage of women - 

about 70% - were born in the [Dace w.lierc t.hey rosidod when 

mabriod. In 1 8 9 1 -this figure liad dropped to 53%, si ghifyi ng 

the gumber of families who, had moved to Truro as a re.sult- of 

til,G communi t y ’.s growing prosperity. 7 - '



7 4

'J'lic most: jiioloi ] c grouj.) amongst the men over 1 lie years 

examined was, as ntighL l.ie expected,' those' who were' involved ■ 

in Li a'des and lalaoui'jng QccLipat: i o n s . ■ The lea.st mobile, again 

as iniglU'-be e x p e c t e d w o r e  the :tarmers. At 1 farmers :i n tlie 

.j ■ sample were farmer's sons; .all of them marrred farmer's

daughters, evidently heeding the advice literature- Farmer.'s 

' ’J daughters, on the other hand, did not follow 'so consistent a ■

path, and indeed becairse less and less I ike i y Ici bocdme .farm 

. wivcs'as . 1,he- number of fanne.fs available in thé Truro 

marriage market decreased.'J'lie-i nfcrsas.i.ng incl i nati o.n , 

emphas'i zed by nva i. la hi 1 i t y was for-a woman to. marry a man 

who ,.rece i ved a- wage, -and for -t. hem to buy', not produce ,• the 

things needful for sustenance. As early as 1869, Thpmas , .

■ -Crowe .Wets - wr i t i ng to his son bay id,- complaining about the

modern women ; . . ' • ,.

.Ai-td the .T.adyes arc all learning to play 
Lhc i.iiano, only one in ten can'wash, bake, 
mi U f a  cow or make butter and many-of 
t hem cod Idn ' t make their own shemis or ' .■
mend t.hqir own s t o c k i n g s .  ^2 .

Allowing lior..the norma 1 bias of. old age, Mr.' Crowe's observa-
' ' .

Lions illustrate tlie changing expccta._ti.ons -of Truro women.

-, If we look at 'the occup.at-ipn.s of parents in relation to 

their children's marriages, patterns emerge to do .with the 

. .rn'du.str i a I i za t ion -of the community of Truro.' .In 1864, over 

half (54.3%) 'of. all marriages recorded were of.farmer's sons
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lo I: armer ' s daugliters and G8.G% of aJ 1. marriages .involved '

farm J. ami-1 i es. By •18 91, only 1 1 % of all marri.agos involved 
'

two 1 arm ■ fanri 1 ies , although 67.% invo.!vod one fni‘‘meal's child. 

Whai. this statistic indicates is the increasing -d i vers i I y in • 

Irackground and, poss i bl y , ' exiaecta t i on tji^ hr i dd.s and grooiu.s 

brought L-q their inai'ri ay.]c.s . ,

. ■■ Since - br.i des t.endod to be about . 5 years younger than

Lhc.tr .spouses, 'it could be -cxpoctpd I hat lu ides would be 

younger in corrbspondoneo with the decreasing/age of. the 

groom: neit.hor the. groom ' s occupât i op nor her la I: her ' s- occu -

pa't.ion arroc.tod the age of .marriage of the bfide. .The imvl i an 

age of ma t r i ago for- brides 'in thi.s period was- a rema rka l.il y 

cons i Ü tab t 2 3 hall, the, wome.n. who ana r r i ed i n any o! .l.he’ 

given years were 23 ycar^ of age or younger. By .189] tlie 

a v-e r a g e a g e à t ma r r i age id r t ii e I,, r j d e was 2 4. 3 y e a rs ̂ 1. ii d i c a - 

ti.ng -a .narrower range of^ a-ges 'during which mariiage was 1 i k e 1 y
- - - 4 3 ■ • . ■ .
to take place. In 1804,-74.3% of all br.i do.s marrie.d were

. -  ̂ ^
under- 30: by' 1 891, 92.3% of women iiiar.ried were - under 30.

The popular .perception, we 11-remembered today, of. the clcath ■

of ma r r i age . hofjiss of- a woman' who liad reacJied her t.h i r t i o l.h ’

birthday , was a col d f act for the. .women oT. the .191 li century.

Wi til very few exceptions a woitan -wt\o d’i d . not ' nla;r-ry was denied
- 't‘ ■ !• "" -c' ' -, ‘J ’’ ' b -

the independence o ! her own h'dusbbold!, , pxc'l uricd a t igaiiy,.

levels from the society o f  wbmcii'hor' 6wn^ ago.; t 7 'treated ,with
' ' ' ' 47": ' \ ^  ; -a mixture of pity, and contempt,» and t.hrbiptenp'd. wj't.b the. - .

' - ' -C '. ' - . -- ' >. 0- ■ ■ c - - '4 8' " ■ Ïprospect of a lonely and povcr);y-ô t-tj.ckeg.,'o 1 d " d'ge .. ' :.,A-1 tjioügh

.',e  ' f,
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•. -.Lbe sainplo used here . i nc-1 udes very few widows. ai>d widowers, ■ 

census f j gurcs ,i ndicatè that widowers ronja.iri ed almost as a 

' matter of course, usually to single women wi1:hin the. prime

.range of the mart lage. 'market. .On the .other ha n d ,, wi dow's were , 

tmicli less ItkcJy to remarry. The census indicates an .i-ncreas- 

.1 ng marq.in .of widows' over widowers at ages where' wo.rn.en were 

more l,ikc;ly to die in çhildbirth. . Singl'cd women over 30

ou'tnumbcr single -men* over 30 at,an increasing rate'‘'throughout
• ■ • , - . ■ - 5 0 -

th is' peti o'd. i n the Truro census district. Yo.ung, single

women were the pri me commodity on tiie marri age ma'rket, and -

tlicy appear Lo have had an increasingly- short shell-life ■.

Lh,rouJ.]hou L tlie period under'study hero. - . . . ■

But tlrr.,oughout the period upder study liprc, the women

of 'Truro had, in''incredsi.ng _numbe-r.S , se led ted , . for a time at

. lea.st, occupations other than that of unwaged domestic .

-ap|.)rent ice . -In 1 87'd',''wlicn occupational- 1 igurcs for women

were first available,' about -6% of all women were recorded as

- working a t wage l-abour, ' ihost .as eith'er- teabhers or- .servants .
-: *  :  . •.

In .1881 , 35.8% 6 1 -single women wôrkcd lor 6 -wage, and, by.- .

•■',.1891-/. '59-2% of all single women in Truro, were employed.. out--

bi do their homes '.' T h e  changing .character ,of the community '

■ o f . Truro accounts in somP' measure' for ithis radical changé i'n

Lhc lifestyle oÇ, Truro women . In 1861,-; Truro .was; still at . •

■tdi'e beginning of,its transformation .from a ,.small market town' '

to a centre of manufacturé. Trnronians :were just beginning.'

.' to 'come to terms with the ways, in which their community was ,■
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. ■ ■ ■ ■ ........................... ' . ■ ■ ;  ̂ 5 ] ■
.changing as a rcsuJL ol Lhc opciiing oi Vhe ago of sfoam.

, In 1864 Truro ha,d just: begun 'to change from a v.i l iage, where

farming was sti'1,1 .a major occui)at.i on . The 18 6'4 provincial

d] rectory lists farmers, craftsmen and a.- few mun i ci [ra I o f f 1-

cial and -prof essiona 1 men, but’ vp.ry.-few industrial occupa -
h'? ' • . ■tion S'. ' - Subséquent census years ref 1 cct- fhc .increasing

, demographic impact o f  thé ICR on the .town of 'I’ruro, boLli ’ .

directly, i n ‘thè increasing nunibc]' of rai 1 way ,c'mp.loyces-who

made their ' liomc.S there, as well as the .increasing numbc.i of

emp)l oy.ecs' h n the burgeon ing manufacturing industry, and

indirectly, in the increas.ed servi cc" sector- of ..stores-, .banks '

and government of flees > edudation-al fatilitiaîs and ■ boarding ' •

.houses. The number' o.f farm liousehold.s dropped f-r.om Ç15.6% in

■1871.to 6.8% in' 1891:- many "ret'ired fanner.s".- are. included

in the 1891 figures.' : , .. ■ ’ - . . .-

The impact' of this change, in the nature of- Truro's .

economy is evident yn, the lives of. Truro'' s single women yin

■'severa 1 "ways ; '■ . . • . ' - ■> , ' ■

- c -Tirst pf ‘all ,/, .the .nature' Of ’ thé. marriage . rnarkclf flu-tngcd .-

- Men came, -to /town .tto wo'rk T o r ■ the’., rai Iroad. or. 'in the. factories

- Not. ..only-was there more- diverse selection of rnarriagd'Tpar t- 

'ner.s, btut the incrca'.Ged' p'ro.pqrtloh of wage 1 aboureps ..made ,

■-'■yoahg-.men. able to. 'support -, f amil ios at an earlier a'ge. The .-' 

.'jdb of "w'.ife".-thus became available., to po.mcn at an bar lier 

■■'age,. a$‘ is reflected .in thp .marriage f igu,re.s already cit.éd.
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A. second , and .s.i gii.i f .i cant:, result of the j,ndustrial iza- 

t ion of Truro was the c m  c’r eased a va i 1 abi 1 i t y of.wage .labour 

fbr Women.- Thi.b had two of fool g . Women .were -exposed to a 

broader range ol men in job si tuati on.s,, such as factories, ' .

olficcs and' stores. For ■ example ,- the 'CoVchest.er Sun of--- ---VT—— ....
Sept.. 5, 1888 recorded' tho wedding of Lizz.fd Bentley:

%

For a number of years she- was a saleswoman 
:in. the s.tcre p,f W m . Cummings-/ Sons & Co., 
and whence, by the way, a good many gi r 1 .s 
are marr ied . -'3 '

Opportuni I i os for women to supjaort ,themselves indepen­

dent-of the married state mtiy well haVe influenced the timing 

' t'ind' matc-s'election of women in Truro, even to tli.e point-of •

making spihs.terhood a more viable option'. A lengthy article 

on "d'he Domestic Futsc Strings"; reprinted in thé Colchester 

,-Sun of Ma-'r. 11, 1891, commented on'the necessity of giving 

, ma fried -women .some money of thei-r .own, and pointed out that. 

"[Yjounq women who are. se.l f-re.li ant rfncl earn good salaries 

often shrink ' from - mdrriagp^- because they cab'not bear', to -be 

so do[)Ondont. " ̂  ̂ Indeed , the opportunity 'to-make gopd.money'

el.scwhere If,ad .lured,.-some -ll , 000 Nova Scotian women -to
'-■ ■■' ' • • 55- ' ■ ' ' " ,.Massachusetts alone ' by .1885. - . - . .

Many of the -women Who left; for Massachusetts went, to .

take up positions:^s domestic servants! 'The role of domestic 

servant was also familiar.to-women who remained in Truro. In

■-.V., .Ay f t  •
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he 1880's aii^yo's ahouL. '10% o 1 ' 1 working women were

servants. 'The overwhelming majority ol Llurso wore single 

women living in Ihei. r employers-' -homes ; Most of Lhi' soi'van Is 

in Truro, homes were "Truro girls" or girls from tho surround -
■ ■ ■ ■ . Û ' . ■ ' \ 'ing covin Irrysi.do [as best as may bo devtcrmi nod I rom a survey « ■

•of surnames They appeared in t he- hoinos. of tho. Truto

elite, l.nrt 'also in t he' homes of railway workers with large, 

young f'ami lien. Ser.vanbs do. not as a, whole seem to have he on 

treated as dislincvt from fami 1 y menil.iors. An far as can' he 

determined they ate with the 1 ami. ly - and worked with I hem; 

certainly most women who liad servants did not thomse 1 vos ' 

lead a' life of leisure.. The women of Truro do nol.. seem to 

'• ha VO been concerned with the "servant question'", at least in 

/ terms of f'oeling à lack oT properly t.ra.ined licit). ,

Servants, -as daughters, -Were, in mgny ways domestic appren- 

--Tices. 'Only when the- principal woman of the house w.as rcmovetl 

by death, il-l.ncs.s or the birlh .of a child di d ' servants - or 

daughters - -take charge of 'the "domesti-c world, and i n those - 

cases it was often a widow .or older sincjhe .woman, if.one wa.s 

available, who filled' the principal domestic role .' Whi-1 o ,a 

. move, to Massachusetts, eveJv ,ns à domestic Servant, o f f e r cd a 

wo,man the, prospect of new horizons, becoming a servant.in her 

hbriie community entailed.-no significant change for a -"Trurpp 

' girl", '  ̂ ' , - : ' ' ' . .
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'I'liC; increasing proportion ot unina ip-i ed womon over 30, 

.evident rrom tho census L'iqures tor the years from lQ7i to 

1.891, .indicates 'both the attraction of an u.rbàn centre for 

unèrnp.loycd rural spinsters and tho possibility qb an indopen-' 

dent lifo.sLylc lor woinôn who could not- Ij.nd or did, not want 

li'Usba n ds. The pressure on a liride in the nineleent.li cen turyy 

liad been to .make a carol ul but speedy selection from the 

marriage, market, conSi.der i ng that the i,iian. she chose -was to 

.pu nvide- her w,i l:h both her life's work and her financ,iaL_ . 

securi'ty. By the time of the 1891 census, societal pressure 

to mai: i; y had, if -any thing, i norma s od, but economic options 

liad i  ncifcased -a.s well for the unmarried women of Truro. ,
V.

.So the young couple, - huvi ng examined their economic and 

social opti ons and having'been condi tioned and advised as' to',’ 

they life they mighl expect to ha vd togcthei,- entered into the - 

' S t . atc\ of .m'atr'i.mpny. .What' could they expect to find there?

' \  - ' ' - f . ' '
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FoQtnotes - Ciia[)t;cr 3

■ ■ CQl'clnester Suu., Jaa.- 3] , 187,7, p. ) , col . 4 _

'Book of. Common Praye-r ('Fpr.onto Anglican Book Con F re','
.. J9G2)/p.^J364T' ' . " . . .

-"It is .‘’abfj.urd " p r o d  a i.med Ijie Qo 1 c he s to f; ' S u n ‘o f .
January -30 1878 , 1., col .78 ) ,7 to neqle.ct.'.a g.i tl ' s ;dpnft'Slic

. education until sl\c is ready to bocpmo, a wi He. J'hc idea that, 
a - woman, must, 1 earn- to keyap house hy - her own experience is 
•both' foolish and hurtful. Does a' man put off i earn ing a . 
tbusiness until he i.s able to start 'fort himself?" , , ' . •

’■■'.'Tho members o f. thor Brook f i o Id • .d.i vi.ni On o f l.h'e Sons of 
Tempo rende h e 1 d ' 'a debate on the ' ovphing of A[)j',i. ] ■ J 2 , ■ 1 88 2. ■

■ The subject?, "Which would you rather jiavep _a di'rty, good 
natured wife or .a clean cross one?" .Tho -co'tisensus was that - 
it. was better to be cleah than hapjjy. ( Brook T i d  d , . ,
Bicentennial Committee. ■ Fragments of"the Past.- hi slory and

■ ■'.Notes of Brookfield and Area. Brook f i d  d , privately oriiH.ccl,
-19EM, p. 83): : ' . " ■ \ ' ; ' , . , . .

' - . Public Archives of Nova' - Pcoti a (.PANS) RG'. 32, -fieriés W B , .
Voir 36-57 ; ‘CoXchester, County marriage registers, 18G4-1 887, , ■ 
'i88%:\9iq. ■ ■ ' . ■ / ' ' ;  ̂ ' p' e ;

.  r . ■ » ■ ■ ■  1 ■ ' . '
TIio'PArea was def.rnod to include the ooimnunitics cpvpred

by TrrflXo . cen'su's district in 18 61 and 1 -8'71 . : - ,

■ • \ ■ ^This' is 'true for all counties except Halifax but i s ’v,..-'\  , » ' • • k’ * • P I ' ^readily obsprvabl a.: .i n . such counties as Anhigona sh .and Digby . •••

, ®See the S un, Sept.. 1 8 , . 18 7 8., p . '4„ cpI.'. 6.-,; ','A World of , .
. .Cautron", re : drunkards, Aug. 11,‘.'1881., p . .-H- co'l ■. ' 1 ■)■ ''l)ow
■ ■He .Won ■A \7ife", in which a man ■.refuses to gi.ye up Inis. pi()e in. I

' < -order/to win the,, girl he” wants,; ,tp. ma rry . ' - .

;. 'Col Sun.,' S'cpt. . 5, 18 77, ‘.p.- 3 col".- 6 ' . .  % .

■ Sun', Sept. 24, IBb'B-, p b- ,4 , 'cOb. 4. ■

. 1 1  « ■ ■ 'See noté, 3 above.
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' ' ï ' /
■ ■ - u  : ' / '  . : ■■ ■ ' , , ■ 'Ŝ in, June 4, 18̂ 90, p. 1 , co|‘; 3- ■

' ■  ̂~̂Svip f Mar. 11.; 1891, p. 3, col '. 3; reprinted from the
Pot" Pm. The' ar tic] ÿf was wr i.ttcn by Alice E. Ives..

. ' . \  "’i M d -  , p.,t 1 , '-CO] . .-,6.. ■ . ■ .-

' ■ " -■ ' i\ ' "  ■ ■■ ' ■ ■ ■ . . ‘ ■ . ■' , \$cc as example.s'. PAN'S RG 4 8 Colchester Wil.l Book C , -
p . 31, Ajexandet MacDonald,- April . 14 , 1864; pp.. 269-60,

p. ■ • Wi 11 i am omit It, ' July '30, ' 18 69; p. 451, Peter Blair, June 19.,
•• 1 876 ; "Book'D, pp.' '184-86 , .George Rôa.ding, Nov.- 1 7 , 1 882 ;

.. . ■' pp. 1 7 5-7g \  Char 1 es -Nel son , March 23, 1 885:

... - See c6\chostGr County, will Book C, p p .. 235-36 , R e v .
Alexander Po’r rtés t e r J a n  . 27, 1-864; 'pp. 326-327 , Joh.n

• C h r i. s t: .1 c , J it 1 y \  6 ,' 1 8 7 2.,

' J ^Sèe Colchester Wi 1 1 l^ook C, p. 4 51, Peter Blair,. June '
... 1 8 7 % . -  V ;  \  ' . :

■■ ■ ' * , '̂̂ .Soc for Gxatiipl\' Colchester County.Will Book D, pp.
p. ■ . u 18-4-86, George -Readiiic^ Nov. 1 7, 1882 ; "uninarried daughters

' ' to JtavG a 'doub.lp jjortiJn [of. the residue of his estate]"-.

■ ■ ' 1 9  < ’ ■ ' ' \• ■ ■ •' 1 • . ' Sea Reading', abovet
' I - '' -  - - \  , '

; > ' ' ^^t'or a di scussion of ^e.sid'ejice ,arrangements, see
/. I ' ' i- ^^apferl3. ç \ /' ' , ' "

• ■ , ; ; . . v'y See .'kenn'eth Mackenzie, -gabots .and Sl.ippdrs . p.rpvg.Pel.y . -i '
r ' .. printed , ] 96 4. ) ; PANS giipro : Biography, R-. G y  Grab àlR ; J 6 , : v'-tV'*
■7 V6,l .. 1 ,-,.185.0-19.1.0,. I -was also given- accQ hel d i a ty e t
1 ' , ' ' ' Israel Lohgv/orth,/a T,r'ur o lawyer, -for ,"'1 he .ye.nr'pe\859-'i8'61 ; :.-t ty! i l-'i

’ 'hhis diary t's'.in' private hands t ' '. '.i,--!. :-\-.yèe

. ': ' ' . ' - ' ' 't''See-MacKe.nzi-Q/p'nd ’Gtabani,' above-; .tbc5tlr'.wérPlilritl‘hq 'ii'j:;'h,.'-'ç''vt..
". ■ ' 't-p‘11e.t;éncG to' the! r - |ià tyetits .'\i ' ',.,.7' .7.' - o' 7'’ 7,. \' 'J- ' tv-.,.71

-, ■ . -'.''P.ANS'MG 9, -Vol. ’ 2 4 4 , C,r.owe vPamii y Papers', #59,, Thqma s ' . ".'7
to. James, Aug. -26, 1.8 59 . v,.p. 7.7-''7. - t .7'.' '7' ." -v ' ..7

.'7'-' 1#G 4 , ' Vo.l .7 '24 4 , if 1 6 0 ,' i.Tahtes. to 'Thomas.,- Sept..'- -1 , C 1 864 . ' - -lil'ti '
::7t-i7:7./:tr ' v  1. - ; 7,-: :,̂ 7.-: yl-vV-.,.., .v,,, -t;

;:,7'-7,;..v- . y, ;.y’MG J , .'vo'l. 2 4 4 , 123 ,;77Wj,'lliatt to 'Thomas ,, Novi 1 0',, 1 862. p. . '
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. ' June 12) 1889, p. 2,'.col: M . .  '
27 ■ ‘ '•■' -l.ongworth, Feb., 11, 10601 ' ■ ;

28 , -The CoIchesOer Sun ol I'eb. 6 , ,1,874 (p. 1 , col . 1)
listed tlie YMCA, the Masons, three J odgcs of ‘AF- & AM, I lié
loot',, the COG and the Temper, e nee Kc'cjgue . • ■ -

■ i b  ■ ■ ' ■ -(lun, Feb. 7, 1874, 'p. 2, col. 3.

30' ' “ '■ S un,- Jul y 2 2, 187 4,. p. 2, col. 6. ' ■, '

- 3,' ■ . ' ■ ' ' ■
' ., 'Victoria Park was .formally, opened on July I., 1887

( University Women ' s Club of Trüro , "Cohoqu i cl 'Chrbn i c 1 cs ,
, . Tru'ro: , ptivhlely printed, 1973, pp.'" 04-85).

"AdanrsGeorge Archibald's Speech on tlie occasion of 
the 122nd Anniversary of the Set.tlcincnt. of Truro by the 
'British" ( pdliiph 1 e t in Micro: ,Bi ogi aj.)hy : .Longworth, J.sr'aol,

• papers, vol .-, ,3,. unpaginated). , ' ,

3 3 '  ' ■ ' • ■ '. ■ ' ’ ' /S u n , July. 9, '189.0, p. 1, col. 2.

• ^^S u n , 'Aug. 4 1878, p. 2 , • ,col . 3. ' '

35:. '. ■' ̂ .A-i T nia.r r.iagc ■ tab] es compiled froni.'R.G. 32, serio.s WB„
■ vol. 56-57 , Col. 'Co. Marriage registers, 1 064-1.891.

• 35 ■ ■ - -1 acknowledge with gratitude the work' of my fe 1 '1 ow
iyfi.. , . ' . . Saint Mgry's student Terry White, whose, thesis on the ocdnb-
' mic and, political development of Truro during^ thi.s peri od
'if t'f-.. IV . was' recentjLy compd ,eted’. I have, especi a 11 y bcnefi f.ed from a •
..t.'p't . . draft copy of chapter 5, "Hustling Hub: Truto and Truro ‘

!. "'-'ho''' -.'\:vb -'..':.\:'%ndustry, 1862-1925".' .

*  , -37 ,
•. See .especially ,the letters of David Crow.e i n tlie

244 ,'•>.'> 'dp. • ■;!.Ca*l'i.'f.prnici gold fields and t h e  western desert, MG 1,'Vol.
t 't tV',:. h.y' ■' ■'.'l,85'8'b’i871 ; see also the, social notes of the ColçhostGr Sur 
•,.c„ ' 1 ■ f ' p-' ç .throughout, thè 1870 ’ s, '80's 'and ' 9,0 ' s . ' ' '■ ' ' '

..'oï.'i ■ ,'t y \  .:Ma.nu.script census from 1871.to 1891 record the birth
ç c h t : .  A d M h  v d p i d u a c  g o .

i
Sun i' .

'it:t :

hi"'.A.',:. : •■.rt;;.-.- it..,- 'p . i \  ,1, :  c} -,
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19 ' ■ ■' Al l census L-ables compilée]. [.rom census abstraci-s' f or 
'J'ruro disl,r.icL, 1861 -1891. 11. is nob. poshi 1)1 c to trace these
sinqle men and their impact on subsequent decades of Truro's 
history because t lie census scliedules for 1 901 and' beyond 
have not yet been released. ■ Published- census figures, while; 
they indicate jjopu'l alien changes, do not follow the life' 
coprses of individual's.

 ̂Q • '
Only one ol- the grooms in- 

was from outsjdo of Nova Scotia: 
Poi: Ll an^l, Maine. ' .

all. the marriages recorded 
he was a merchant, from

41' ■ ' - ' ■ -' • Wc do not kpQw if women lef t Truro "to- look for i armer
tiu.Sbpnds, although a prime; markgt was cert gin! y availab.le in «
Wes: Lorn Canada' by the 188’0's. . -

Me 1, Vol.' 24 4 ,' i! 2 3 2 H'homas -to Oavid, O c t . 4 , 1869-.

4 3, IG O [ marriage - brides :
Ave . Mean

1 8̂ 6'4 2 8 . ^ ' . 23
1 8 7 1 2 5 . G 2 3
1881 ' ' 25. .T 23 ,
1891 2 4 . 3 2 3

(\ /\ ' ■ • . ■ . • ' (V , ’
- 'A 'recent cover-.'story ■ i n liewsweck (June 1, 19..8G) pro- 

'claims that single women over 30 have a si'gni ficantly. reduced' 
cita hoe of ever marrying. It is amusing to note that the . 
sLa^tistics .given i n dupport of thi-s new phenomenon • dif fer ■ , — - 
little Itrom simi.i.a-r stnti sf.ics for the nine,teent!; ..century .

4 6 'Very few single people made up separate households in
Tru.ro cl up Ing the period under study : ' '

• ■ ,Ma 1 es % as single 
. ‘ . household
18G1 ' 2 . 5 '
1871 12 2 : 9
188]  ^  . ' 1 . 0  
1891 ' 6 ' 1 : 0  " -

Fenia les

■ 7 
14 
12

% as single 
household

1.7 
. ■■ 3.4/

2.0 - .

y '̂ '^Thoy might 'especiall.y be excluded 'from discussions -and 
act j.v.|j)ti%s to do ' with _ the , birth ' and rearing of children. '

■ '1



4 7 ' ■ ■. Gee Kenneth F. MacKenz.ie ' 3 ■ rather unsympn the tic
descri [at ioiT of'liis aunt Sarah 131 ancha rd , Mfi cDona 1 d wlio kc| ) t 
houne tor MacKenzie and ))is father after Mrs.. MacKcnzie's 
deat.jii, in Sabots and Slippers (op. c.i. t.) pf). 1 2'j-12 0. • •
Although Sarah ev.entual.ly inarricd, McKcn.z.lc calls lior "a"
.spin.3ter j n spi r.i t " . ' . - • .

^^Only six single women, made wiI Is bet ween 10G 1 and 
1891. 'Th rec of the wills'do not give details of 'the cs Lai tés, 
but si m[)l y leave every thing to'another unmarried sister (Col. . 
Will- Book 11-, [)p. .10 8-1 09, Ch'a 1 i Ly ' McNei 1 • O c t . 24,_ 187-7;
pp. 471.-472, Sarah Blair, Sept. 5 , 1 888 ; ' 51 S-'jl 6, Mary S,
Allen, Jan. 15, '1 876 ; thi 3 .'.l.ast whs-not grrobated until 
Mary'ts si.ster died -in 1895 ). The other Lh.roc left more 
detailed wi.fls. Kl ,1 zabel It Dun 1 op (BKC pp. 21 3-2 1 5 , ■ A[> r i 1 7,̂
1867),. left 600 pound.s 'worth of bequest;;, but .s[;cci fi cd. that ' 
if the estate did not.cover those bequests they were to bO 
reduced in proportion. Margaret Cliristio (BlCb-pp. 373 -375, 
May Ï2, 1 887) left $4 60 plus 'a house and it.s- contents.
Diadoma M,cNeil (B.KD pp. 382-383, April 29 , 1 889 ) l,e f I. . $ 4 0 00 
and other, personal pj-qpcrty. i

49Widowed men "per 100 widowed women t o age '50:

18GI
1-871
1881
-1891

277 8
4 3.3
28:8.
17.3

50 Single men pep ,100si ng1o women over 30 :

18G1
1871
1881
1891

I'Ol. 0 
89.6 
7^.0" 
64. 0

For ,a .more detailed treatment of the cconnmi c develop­
ment-of Truro from 18^7 to 1925, see T. Whi.to, "A C.çntî'al. 
Nova Scotian County and the Landward Pull: the Case of p .  
Colchester, 186'7-1'925" (unpub. M.A. thesis, -Saint Mary's; 
ilnivG.rsity , ‘ Halifax , N.S,, 1 9 8 6 ) .  . '

C p ' ' ‘ .
• ■ By 18 9 0 , McAlpine’s Nova Scotia Directory lists over 

100 different occupations not, including the various kinds of 
occupa'tibns available, bn the railway. Hutchinson ' s Nova , 
Scotia Directory of 1864 listb less than' 4 0. e , ' '.
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. ̂  Sept . S , ] 8 8 8 , • . 2 , co] . 2 .

s /t ■ ■ ' ' ■ -Sv.rn , Mar. 11, 1891, p. 3, co.l . ' 3. , -,

'■) S -Pom in VO 11 S L a t i si i -c i a n ' ,s f i g u res , q u o t c cl i n S u n ,
.All9. 13 , 1.089, j). 3, col: 6'. - - '

'-̂ '̂J'hey' had named" likC FI shot,' McKenzie, Mi.-ller and even 
. A),ch i ba 1 d - all local nanie.s , • a 1 thougli common el sewherc . ' '.

■ • -.7 '■ ■ ' ■ ' ■ ■For the siLuat.j.on : n Ontario re: domestic 'servants,
sec Mnr.i. lyn Barber, ''The' Women Ontario Welcomed:'. Immigrant 
Pomes I i cs- tor Ontario Uonicîs , 1870— 1 930", in On tariez History,
V. 7.2, no. 3,‘Sept.- 1-980, .- 148-195. For 1 urirher informa­
tion re: . working away from home see Alan A. Brookes and 
Ca thor ine WilsOn. "Working Away " From the Farm:'' tiie Yo-ung 
Womc'n of.Noildi Huron, 1 910-1 930", in On tar ro. Hist-’ory, vol.' 77, 
.no. 4, Lloc. 1985,' pp. 281-.300, , _ " T  '
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I,i v.i iig ArrangeniG'nt's

■ We Jort our young couple pte.i soci on llio t^dgo o'f n nî w :

stage in the.ir lives. Mar.riage lo] - tticm mi g lit' entai I nrnonn

other things a change :i-n IMving arrangements. They mighl ,

.fo]' a few months or ' a coup] c of yoarrs. Lake "up I'C;; i dçnco in

the lioine o? one. or tins, oilier of Lhei r. jvi re.n I .s . 'they miqhf. ,

especially in - the Inter years ok llic n inc toon tip ctsnf. ury , ^

begin ‘tliei r married life i n,-rcrnted rooms or even in' a board­

ing house'.. They mi girt rent or oven !.>u.i.]c.;l thor r owii tiogso n ■ 

they -mi’ght evo.n leave town altogether I or. be; tie i nppoi' i uirj -

."tips ol sewhe'i e . _ ' ' ' , • •

, y. kp.r many young couples the beginning .o I ma rr j ed Ti.fo

was not the fi.-rst break they ha.d experienced in lhc circle

"of Lhc nuclear family. Numerous studies ha'vc documented tho 

'overwhelming preclomi nancb. of nuc.lear families in poj)u 1 a t i ons 

'of the past. At any one time, a ma go ri t.y of hou.scJio Id;.; . ■

consisted of "Mom, -.Pop and the kid.s", as-tdward Shorter so
y . 'elcga'ntly puts i t.. The .problem with studying any one time, -

however, is that it frcozcs the ceaseless motion of .indivi­

duals into ,a snapshot of what was taking |)1 ace o n , say, .' • 

April I, 1881. What '.i.s missing from" tliip snapshot is the 

"expansion and contraction ‘Of family boundaries .to cope w.i'th

^  . 87- ' .
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l̂ ii-Lh, dc.aLh, marriag.o, aging and various economic

and socia l emergenci es- Tin? .Len-year period i?et ween censuses 

is'too Jong, to catcIJc^all the ' changes in households. Take, 

for example, the household ol Israel Longworth, a Truro 

La wye)-, who was 36 in 1871. .That year Israel's household ■ 

cbn.sisLod oJ.liis wi 1 c Mary -and Tour' daughters, aged 1 to 5 

years. AccOiding Lo his obituary, 8 dau'ghters were liorn. Lo 

I sraoJ and liis wife,, yet in 1881 only 1 year old Susan was 

listed. Longworth'.s-oliituary, indicates that 7 of his ,

daughters were swept away by a diphtlier-ia epidemic which hi.t
o ' g

the Tr.uro 'area in tho mid-1 870's. By 1891, Mrs. Longworth

had also died, and her place was being filled by Agnes ■

McClii'cly, a..sing le wonian of' 8 6 who was listed as .a house.-

koepcr. ' .Another, cxainple includes wil.liam Archibald, a p'rui-o

f a laner '■•who was 45 -in 1871. 1 n .addition t.o his wife and fi.ve.'

ch.o. 1 ch'on., William Archibald ' s household in 1871 included h.is

iinrents, a sister, his. niothdr-in-law and a bj"othcr-i n-1 a w ..

By 1801 ills -father had died, li.is mother and si.ster had. formed.

a .separate' household which included one of his daughters ' and

her husband, hrs mother-ih-law nnd brother-in-law and two '

more of .his children had left,' and Will iam him'sglf' had been
■ ■ . *  . . ' ?

widowed,. had.remarried and at age 55, was the father of three

chil dr oh under 5. By .1891, "all of the children of William's •

f i rs t marriage had left hom'e a Ad his sister, as well as .his- 
: ,

• mother-in-law and brother-in-law. from his sgcond marri.age
, 5 ■ . „ ■ . . . .

-, had moved in. A third example is that of Eli Paris,, aged 37
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in 1,8 71 , wh”o was li.sLqfl'as a,Lhiinor in ih.ni y on r ’ .s'Con a.'iis 

and as a 1 abou.rer ' :i_n • sub.sequQn i: years : Jn V87Î (11 y  wn«

living wi t:.h a; woman who was prolvilil y ' hi s , socond wifi' - and 

rive children r'anging in age from 4 to 18. In 1881 none oi 

the -children list-ëd. in.-Lhc.1871 census were present, in h i s' 

househo.ld, his wi I'e had died, and lie was lefl wil.li a Ihroo 

year: old b o y . hf so '1 i'vi liq jn L lie hou.se wh'p a fling In woman 

aged 39 whose stat.ès was-, unknown - 13y 1 8Q1 ' 111 ir had roinairi.ed
i' ' ' -and his new wife.had g:i ven him' fir roe more children:

■ ‘ ■ ' . .II. is dif/ic-'ulL i.o'lol.-low peop.lic./over t' i m e  in i.,he

available hi s tori ca 1 ' rccoi ds . Women, especially,. Lend to

di.sajgpenr l.iecrause of the change,,o!.' na me' a t .ma r i i age .

Anot.hei: dit lien I. Ly j. s Lhat, in most: cases, we do not 'know

: what has happened Lo the poojil e who'di sappoar d '!’ho chnnging

of t.h.e .census Isoundaries fo.r Truro between 1.871 and 1801'. -.

probably accounts for (he .loss of a nuinlrer.of liou.sehol ds :

old poo)rle ■ d i ed , widowed pooplc .rcma'rr-idd-, and , (fSf cour se',
7 V > •people left town. Cro,.ss-ce..nsus tabul'ation.s g'ive us.

/ '  ' - ' ' 'Gxnmp]t7s of .1 i f e-course ua ttcrn,îr'and help us t. o understand

i some of the dynamics of, family Ti’f'e. A detailed examination 

oi: the information captured for,_us by the. indi Vi dua 1 con.sus p 

year however , provides us witli i nd i c'a t i on F,; of whAL p:'0 |.d. e 

could expect.at the various stages of, their Ijyes. .

Since, we have examined the event's “I cadinq to entry int.o 

mar.riage; we, wil.l begin our examination of fa,mi 1 y fife by

• surveying . tlie boundaries of, the marriod .g't.ate’. Wo have

,, I
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m I ready oxn mined, l:ho bog i nn i ng of marrii'd lil'e: we need now

l:o” Jook a I: it.;; duration and' tlie rann T i cal i onn of t Iro lo;;n o ! 

a spouse.■ ' ■

Th rougljOLi L ■ 11)0 period undo r sludy, women woi'o ma i i y i ng 

.lor tho r irsL time in their early l went i os, mo'n.in i Ire i r 

late, twen L.i os . 'I'hc median age ol l he adul l popul a I ion .o I' ' 

Truro,dur inq t.liis time was between ' 30 and 59; at least hOi ol' 

those aged 16 or over were under I he ' age T O . . In I in'
'* (Jabsence of any kind of’ systematic record j nijt hit dea ) lnr''»_-we are

left to calculate life ex])ectaney t rom' the ages o I i. he 1 i v i ng

as recorded in census data. In those teriirs, and t.hey aid,'

a jgnoxima t cl y , the saa.iic t or men and women : a pe I'son ol 4 h had

a one .in lour chance oi reachi ng the nibl iiral 1,^ pi esci ilied
‘ 10% i mi I. of three-score and ten, or '7 0 years of age . Then-

.retically, th.eh, a married coup] c might expect t o 1 i ve' ■ .

together for at'leasl, twenty years, assuming tdiat they were

in their twenties 'when marriod, and the odds, were hicjh thal.

they would see a 1 least' some of their children- ,i.nl,o adul.i.-

h ood. ' ■
' \ .

iln, »Liie early years.of the peri od under stru.ly more 'men - ■

than women survived to age 6(1, a .fact which is not surra i s i ng„
'

given the perils of ch i 1 dbi )'t h . By 1881, t lie numbers had 

evened, out and women were as likely as men to reach tdiei r 

50th birthday. However , censu.s ■ E igures for Triiro i nd i ca to

that numny more women than men wer'c depr ived oE Iho.i i .sjioii.se

by death. Since we have . a 1 ready , e.stat)l i sired that men and
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wo!)K/n d j nd in roughly oqual yuopor L i ons ̂ l.hese figures indi-

c'.iio fhal men were much more likely to r'cmarry than wore
• 1 1 ^women, and increasingly sn"das the century wore on.'. By

1891, wi dowed males appear lo have been almos t four times as

. likely to remarry, and .it was not uncommon for men in thelr
12seven W  e.s to have children in id to the age of, 5 yca.rs. " The

’> result of thi.s remarriage ol. older liicn to younger women was

of, course that the women were 1 eft widows, often with
, . sevci a I ciiildren, in thci r mi d-I or ti c.s , vcith little chance

, - ■ . 1 3  '■ o I rema r r : ago .

So wo SCO that; men and women liad different long-Lcrni

cx]Joct a t i QMS of their married li fa. Men could, .if thgy ,

cho.se, remain married for the rest of their lives, albeit 
^  ■ - .14not. necessarily to the same worn,a n . ' 00% ol men over GO

/

were living w'i th a wife: 75%.liad children irving with tiiem__ 

Tlu' census takers in tlie years from .1871 to' 1891 classified
■ ‘ I.88% of a 1 1 men over GO as being heads of the liousehold.s in 

which they resided. Of those 15% who were not called /'heads 

of ■housel.ipl d " (by virtue o f  being listed f i rs 1. of the house­

hold luembcrs on L lie census f orm ) ' a 1 mos t half (26. out. of 57, 

or 4 '). 6% ) were widowers : ' another. 22 ..8% .wergrs ing l.e men.

Most of Lite married men who d-icl not-head their bwn household 

wercy 1 i \'i ng wi th. non-f ami 1 y members. t.coking, at the cen sus 

abstracts, it'would a p p G , a r  that ,men ceased to -be perceived

,as t h e a d  of fie household only in cases of infirmity or 
I S .extreme old acje, ' with the excep.tion of .men- who had never

\ , Ü



\

-\

92

mnrriod and l',hus„wcrc pci coivod novor l:o hnvo'had a Itouaolui 1 d 

of the:r own. , .

For' women over 60, on ‘tlic.olhcr hand, wi.dowhood was a
r f

very probab.l e c i rcnmst-nnce, In l.he years Trom 1871 lb 1801
16 ■ less l:han 40% o.f a 1 .1 women over 60 wore livinq wilh a

h.nsband : 70% wore livijag -with clvildren. Only 20%. ol all

women over 60 were 1isLed as heading their own honseholds.

or those, over 90% were widows: on.l y = '5. .1% wer-Q heads, o' I'

hou.selio.lcls containing other married poop I e .. 'I'he pereept i on

of the census takers indicated ndneic^ntli century snci el y ' s

of t ici a .I attitude towards household hierarchv/ adu1i ma 1 es
. ' f

preceded adult Females ip status, and .any married w.oman 

pire ceded a woman who hayl ho litnsband present. A d r i I e tent 

hi.erarcliy may have obl.ained .when it came to aClual jivinij 

arrangement.':,, when considéra ti on was given to the senior
] '7 ‘woman in the house,

' When ni.nct.cOnth cen tu ry tami l̂i cs were ,i n transil ion -

when ch i Idren nia r r i cd or when a pa i on t or spouse died -

.1 i v.i ng accommodations were of. ten .rea r ra'ngcd . .Tlie fitiy/ricnl

mobility that was a feature of nin'eteentii century socj cl.y
,( , ' - . ...

extended even int.o the individual household.- 'J’he n'l.imber and,

iden-tity of people irr'a liousehol.d depended on many fn.cTorsi

the tim.ing and spacing oX progeny, .the 'health or o the rwi.se

of relatives, -the death, of parents or children, the avail.--..

ability of alternate housing, and the economic ci r'camstanco.s

of family/ community and I- he wider won X d . . .' -

' -A.
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'l'Iif' n voraqe sizc^of n Truro housûhold dropped consider- 
. • ■ ■ • ■

■n))l y over tho years between the 1061 coneys and ,the census
18 ' fof 1091. ■' Jn 1861 the average household sizo was. 6.2 

. .'members; .in 1871 it was 6;'0, in 108.1, 4 . 8 and in 1891 .it had
V . . ■ ■

cli opp.ed to 4.6, loi lowing treiids in evidence throughout North
a ■1 9 '  ■ •America. In Truro, tlie decrease was most evident in farm

liousehold.s: the average number of people in a farmer's

house dropped''1 rom 8.5 in 1871 to, 3.8 in' .1.891, although it

must be noted that the number of. farm 1 ami.lies i tsel f

decreased from 28.6% of fhe. population in 1871 to 6.8% in,

1891: many of- those wore headed liy "i.'otired" .farmers.’

' llou.seholds ■ whoso heads f ol 1 owed- trndçs and labouring occvipa-
. c ' ;o ■

tio^ns showetl a less dramatic but 1 ess readily exnlicabl'e drop 

from 9.4 member.s in 1871 to d . 8 in -1891 . • - ■

Who 1 i.vcd i'n ti\e.so households? We know 'that-, especially 

in tho .Intior .part oi: the' centyry, boarders .and servants '• . 

were common, but first we must discuss a more .s igni f i c.ant 

component of most. househol d.s - the children

Pô pu far tradition hast it that families we.r.e. large in the
. s - ■ ' ' - , ■ ^
nineteetitli century. Thus it i.s surprising to discover .that 

the average number of giving children per .family’ in Truro 

wa.s 3.7 in 1861, dropping to .2,9 by 1891. Census figures, 

did not take into account the death of. children,, 'wlrich was," 

as know; a common occurence. In ,Truro, a diphtheria

dpi demi c' appears to have hit a number of famil'ies in .the ’ ' '
' " / 2 0 1 8 7 0 's, killing an unknown dumber'.of small children. , No
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records ex is I. for Truro LhaL would accurately rAflecf. ' i n I'anL
■ . ‘  ̂■ . ■ . ' ■ \ A - '

mortalitÿ or the death of children, so wo arc foto%d to rely

on census abstracts for our picture of marital Contilitv.
' . 1 ■ 

Family size, at the end of a woman's childbearing ÿear-ŝ '̂ '

21

hovered between 3.5 and 3.9 in Trurbxbetwoen 1 8'g/  and '18.91:
' ' \ \  ,by 1891 about 10% of all married women\in this/ age cohort .

had ho children living at home at all. ■ '

If a woman had married in her early twenties, it was . 

possible that'gome of her children might have, loft liome by 

thé'time she had reached her forties. .'.the problem of thc.sc 

mi suing children can be counteracted,ip part by examining 

those ' families who remained. In Truro from 1071 to 1.091 . 'the 

average size of these families, including all children ever 

listed, was 5.6: the median number'of children was' 5'.' 'Pliis

i's" still not a largé family. - Howcv.cr, we must recall that 

memories owe little to the pel cei vcd truth or ot.liyTwi.se of

statistics, arid much more to actü<a.l cxpcr i cncc.s ,/-i n thin
' , ■ \ / '  ■ ■ case the experiences of children growing u[) ig''largo fami - .

. ■ . . ' ■ / lies. 1 1 we look'at family size from a child's point of. -.

view, we can see that, according to the decenni’al cen.sus

figures, one half of all children lived in households con­

taining five or more children in 1851 and 1071, four of^mOre

children in 18 81 and 189.1. Looking at thé I households which 

persisted in Truro for thé years u n d e r ,-study, we discover'' 

that half of the children yn these .households grew up with 

at ikeast .six' brothers and sis ter.s . ' .
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How frequently mi.ght a' new baby c ome. to the average 

li ou sc ho Id? The ..interval between births, appears to ha ve.be en 

'. a hairly consistant two years, at. .least according, to tire ages

of chxTdrch as recorded on the. census. I.I: a woman married 

at 23 and had ’ her ■ last th.ilct at 45, she 6ou Id theoretically..

' ■ boar at least eleven children.' . Many women did. indeed bear 

"ohi 1 drcn with- this kind o,f regularity, although often the
' V  • . - '

' - ' la.st ' coup.lG of children came at more widely spaced intervals.
' ' IAn obviouS' .rule of; tl.rumir here is that, for woitep, the ,later '

the .marriage' the smnl.ler the^tf arni l.y. No doubt, some couples

were infertile.. oHoWaye.r, by 1 Û91 it is obvious that some ■'
' t - / .

form of .birth control was 'being pilact; c'ed .■ Not. only had the 

A/ • average family size dropped to 2.9; but there was - a sub.stan-

tial'drop in the number of completed families with seven - '
' . . 24 - ' ' . -. chi 1 dren. Oi: more at a time when more and more women were

' marrying at. a young age.. No advertisements for birth control

metliods or,devices appeared in the. issues of the Colchester' ' 

Sup which have survived f o.r thi .s pe.riod, but Tl’ali/ax papers,, 

carrying many such advertisements were widely read in Truro,

■ and traditional methbd.s'such as abortion, herbal remedies, 

coitus .interruptus .gnd 'abstinence were no doubt -.in .use. f • 

t . Tradition tells us that while children niight not always

'■ j have been welcome, in a household they were always useful.

_ The day-tOi-day tasks of washing dishes, fetching firewood 

and running errands could be performed by children:' 'the

children' of fa.rmer.s could be even .more productive .in such ■ . •
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tasks as ,feeding and tending the animals and weeding and 

hànvesti ng the cropa_. . ".Chores" were par I of caclV child's 

daily routine, and we.re not rigidly divided, into gender- ' 

specific tasks : although inside Work wa.g t raid i t i ona 1 1 y"'a

woman's 'job, mothers of large families of sons got help 

where they could. Robert Graham, closer ibi ng his f a thcr' '' s 

.childhood in Brook Fi.e'ld in the, 1010's notes blrat

. . .. [ T 11 re.re- pei.ng no girls in father's 
family, the, boys helped the mother in tlio. 
h ouse, and father being qne o f .the 
younger ones, seems t.o 'have been^tlth 
mother's principal heljper.. He. was a' good 
cook and a splendid butter-maker. 2ft

1,0ss than 11 of nil children' fifteen and undç;r were 

listed.' the .various censuses' as being employed outside 

their h omes. While this ds ^almost certainly a gross under- . 

representation of t!\c nufi'iber of children piio wcro contri bU- 

•Ling 'tO' the fami ly income', it is, worthy of' nO'to that, 

according to the census at...least; almost..all' of , the children 

'of school age ip 'Truro had attended 'school durrng some part . 

of thei year -when the question was- asked on the census 

schedules qf 1871 and 1881,^.^ ■ ' ■ t . ... - '

When did children cease to' - be children'? There 'wasUa 

legal age-’of , consent, at which time the children could mappy 

without  ̂per'mission,■ or come into inherited property-.f ,'Man.y. 

children, males a.s well as females, remained' in thpir
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father's house, unti.1 well af Lor s.'ar.bltrary age. They

stayed at, .home, Lheoi\(’t .io.a 1.1 y' at .1 east'.under par en ta .1 

author.i.Ly, until they çoUld legitimately leave h o m e . -The 

only accept,able way for a young a cl til t to set up a separate 

rcs.i donee waS' to marry or to leave town altogether. No one
.. ' -  ̂ . .V

in the Truro census d.i strict set up a s.eparal.e residence,

evcMi ,in a boarding house, .i f thei-r parents were still in
? 9 ' ‘ . -towirr' WJien, (or example, the children of Thomas Crowe

wi slied to embark .upon, independent courses of action they .

..either mai'ried, in/the capps .of Sidney,’ George and Cnrol.ine',

or left home,' as in the cases of David, Tom, /l^TTl i,am and
' - ' ' ' /

dames, i- '/John, tho^ last, Crowe son to become an independent

adult, remained injiis 1; cyl; lie.r ' ,s house unti.l 'he married at 

age 36. ■ . ■

We have examinod some of the- dejnograj.ihic boundaries of ,
r _ ' - ,

fami by ; 1 i fe :, it. is time'now to deal wi th physi cal . accommo­

da 1 ion of family members. We'will return for an example to 

the Crowe family. In the fall of 1-859, Jo-hn Crowe,, age 36 

and Jane Chisholm, age 25, wdre married.. , Thomas Crowe,

. cqmme.nhing on the marriage to one of John's brothe.igs, 

mentioned in passing that "they are. living with u's. as .yet’, ■

■ but .intend living by themselves in a .part our house in a few
31 ‘ • ' ' .*• . ■weeks" . " In 'December, of 1862 John, and hi.s' wife were still

. . . ■' ‘ ■ '■ ' I . ■ -living on the Crowe homestead: their family had been aug­

mented by the birth of two . daughters : -In'March of 1863 ,

Thomas, wrote; < . •



Joli IT, wife and Lhi'Gc danghkors Ao wo.l .1 , 
Lh'cy -sti ll., live" in' Lhe' house wi tĥ  ivs as - 
he has not got his o.w,n q\iiLc .rendy to 
move into. ■ Their children are a iicaltliy, 
noisy ..and mischjevious set, but wc Jaavee . 
got used wi.t.h them and .t don't kn,6w how 
.we w ould'd o •without them to drive away 
dull hours.3 3 . . . .

By toBruatv o.C 186d John and his wi.ie had motrcd wiilf t ho i r. ■ . . . ■ ; • . . • ^
children intoi-thei r own house, almost live years after thei r' '

marri Age had taken p l a c e . ‘ '

The joint residence ol young couples with, one or a no! her 

'of 'their parents lor a period after their, marriage was' not 

an uncommon occurance. In any given.census'year about 31 of

all househol ds in Tr.uro included young married coui'des in

co-rosi dence with one set of paimgnts. The -census tak'^rs.may 

have -distinguished related' nuclear families shaking a ta'ble 

from ■ relatfid m u d  ear families w|io .Sira red ci-hou.se only, as was

the case with Thoma.s Crowe and his sons "'In this case the'
- " ' ' 3 51861 census lists the two liouëeholds 'separately. .11. -may

well be- that, many fami 1 ios. shared^'residencc.s whil'c still w

maintaining separate establ i.shments. This ki nd of arranqp-- , o'

merit, was recommended for farmer's sons who were waiting to' -, .

inherit. In an article reprinted from The.; Country Gentleman',

The 'Colche ster Sun of Pebr.uary 6, 1874 suggest.s th'a.t: "

A ■

. when pretty Mary White- .will name the happy 
day see t h a t 'a few rooms in the great old 
.house,shall be, set off for a' cosy nest for 
the "young p.air. ' . ' ' • ' ■ '

V..'

'..i
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fri]e ■'a r t; j c] e goes oa to^de'fecribo '^he sori: of arrangements
■ . ‘ ■ . • ‘ \

b]’homas and John Crowe ' mu 61 have made ' f ôr their families:,

;t won ] d hot risk you to take the^.yOung,
' coLip.l e home., for every.. ma tried jla ir ksĥ ovilcl 

have' their own home. ■ It never is weï!'-. •
1pr old/and-young to.try to conform oagh 
other'. ' The young bride cannot adapt her_ 
ways to those of the old. mother, and harmony 

.■ can never e x i s t G i v e '  them a separate •
’ , ■ outfit,^ Neighbour B. '-'their own tablé, '

cooking stove and kitchen Appurtenance - 
"and no'thing but the wood pile and w e ] .1. of ' 
water and ice-house in common, and then 

. you will a.l 1 he happy; and when tlie g rand- 
cliildren come, they wi 1 1 retiew your y o u t h . 36

There is evidence :of other .kinds of living arrangements 

involving nucl'eirr families and other re'l ati vest The census 

abstracts for 18 61 / 18.-71 “and 1,881 do not, give, clear'.evidence, 
nboht the I'ela tionship of., peoplo 1 i ving i n a •htousehold to tliè 

household head.' ,In 1 8 9 1 however, the census.indicated the

nature of those relationships more or less ac.çuràtely! , 15 .-7% 

of all households have one or more relatives living in .the 

house in addition' to member.^ of the household head's nuclear 

family. This is almost 40% (39.1%,) of all' households 'con- ■ 

la i n i ng-.ou t .si der,s . ' What's more , an examination of .the, 136 

households which pprsist/from 1871 to 1891 indicates that 

36 .0% of ' these ho.use-liplds extended their boundaries At one 
time, or another.. ■ ■ ■ ' ,
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The most common addition kq' a nuclear family was the

widowed mother-,of one spouse or the other. Other frequent

additions included qràndchildren (with or without a widowed 
'  ̂ ■ '

parent)f brothers and sisters oI one spouse or the'other, 

and, occasionally, more distant' relatives such as aunts or 

■'-—nieces'and nephews. ■ , ' ■ . • •

• Oet.a'iled arrangements for the shari ng of 1 i vi ng quarters 

arc sonnet i mes, rcvcql c,d i n the .di .sposi tion of property and 

effects made in a person's will. fii most of ' these cases, -a 

man was making provisions for his widow'-s comfort and su|)port 

when lie- allowed her specific parts of the house. hpl.jcvt 

■Christie of -Truro, writing in March of 1867, left to his wife 

Margaret one half of the house wi„th its contents, "being the 

. part which 1 at present .occupy, for her own use and to bo 

entirely under her own control and a t ’her disposal nbso-'

lutc.ly".^^ Robert's son George gqt the -ot her. Jial f of t liè

.house.-:' thq will indicates' that he was already i n ..res i'dencc

there. Robert Densmore of Brookfield .whose will- i's dated-

May 27 , 1879, was even mo^e -expl ici t.' about - accommodations

for his-wife. ’-Robert ' s , son-George was : 1 e f t ' the -home.s toad . and . ■

all its effects, - except-for "the large room and they bcdroorji . y

Off'the - first , floor and the bedroom on the second'floor a t

the Southeast corner" which, with their -furniture, were loft 
i- - ■ • - • .- 39 ' . . • ■ ,to George.’s mother. ; Game's Mil 1er of Truro, whose will was

.signed on September ' 2, .18*96 ,-left, his house and estate to.-

his - wife -Kate , and to his wife's, nephew Jack - Rr’àse'r . -The will
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, sLipu^ a Led that his wj te» and' her-, nephew were to sliarc the 

house, 'but that ivis wife was to have the downstairs bedroom. 

There ■ was mention of a son. who, from internal ev.t.de-nce-, must

ha ve been very young'when th.e will was made he was not
1 I , 3 ' i" 1 . 40 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' .gilotted - a bedroom.' .  ̂ '

Unmarried daughters .were also given specific acconimodn-

tion in wills. Pnnie-] Cock, of / T r u r o whose Will was dated ■

October 15, J88Q, left a life use of the’ house to h i s wife,

Mary A n n . After' .she died, thé hoüse and- farm wore to go to

his sons Da ni el and Albert, with the provision that "... .1 f

either, of them (Jan'et and ,Agnes Cock,-» his unmarried' daughters]

remains single at tlie time of my -^wife ' s' death, they shall ■

have the use- and control of th'e Southeast par! or and _ bodrobnr .

above it, wiLlr access thereto inside 'the dwelling-house, as.
. ■ . 41 ■

long as they or any of them toma i n unmarried . ; • . • .■
. ■  ̂ ' -r .

. -It is iinpOrtant-to note that most of the wills, .recorded \ '.

.for .l,hc Truro area during this timet'period were for "old"

Truro .families; .-very few of the newcomers who begin' to 

.appear in the ? census abstracts- and provincial directories . 

after 1 8'8.1 -had-probated .estates by - the 109 0's. \ Although ■ 

"ipbourers-, -pradesmen and the odd railway .employee, did. leave ' , . 

wills, the majority were' left by -farmers whose families had'

been on the land they, were leaving for .sixty ..to. one .hundred
4 2 ■ ■ - ' -^  . 'years. , This means thcit information abçut residence and

.inheritance ..pr.acti'ces as gleaned from Truro wills'has a bia's

towards the kind of household .in Which'extra hands might be ,



■'102
y

.in fact wo come, and al s o . - b i a s  towards .stable kinship nci^ ,

works wlie.i;p a sense of f amify ■ a 1 .iGgfance was.. s t r c ng t he nod by

economic t.ies t.o the.land. A dei.ailed examination of-wills

I fter 18 9,b'-mi ghi: reveal a 'more ..diverse secti on of

ipu.l a Lion, . as young men 'who had migrated to Truro ■

in t h e '1 87 0 ' s’ and '80's 'aged and died. ' - ' . '

• A cursory oxami,nation of the data collected from Census

abstracts, however, .reveals that .shared residence withbkin

was" at least -cross-occupational and occurred'in .town as well

as in the. country. . The available in formation- d o e s ■not allow

us to determine the 'economic status of all' extended - fami 1 y

horreeholds. The pattern that-emerges seams t o be that of-' t ' ’o-
need rather tlian' Oxpedicnce. or social standing..- The boun­

daries of- the nuclear family wore extended to. i ncl tide wi dowcd
" ' ' ' 43 • ■ ■ —  ' .

parent'swidowed children ■ or orphans of children or
' - 4 4'*- ' - ' - ■ ." ■ . ' -sibl.ings and other, faniily connections .who, for One roa.son 

or '-another- requi red accommodati o n . n. the Truro area at ■

least, t!-ie relativop who.could dcma'nd ]:)erman;cnt accommoda -
. - ' 

tion deem, to have, been limited to-the direct line (i.e., t • . " . - - . - - • -
parents - .children - ■grandchildren), or toi lieople one genera­

tion. removed "Cr-cm the,tdi,pect line ( i . d, ', aunt;s;' siigl j ngs .-and 

the children of siblings ) of'cither the male head cff house- ■■ 

hold or his spouse. 'Although in some Truro fami 1 ios t!ie
' , - '  4 5rami fications of family connGctions| nitrst JiaVç been e-.ndless, 

reciprocal kinship' relations such as sha red .• residence seqm, 

from the 1 imited . e-Vidence,. to have bpen ,rcs t.ri'ctéd to the'
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4 6 'ahovi; c:'! l.C'fjor 1 es .

Wit.liiri l.licsp caLogorie.s, ayain, t.here may well liave been ' 

seme ;;dr(, of hieiarchy that determined exactly who sheltered 

whorit. We would expect, and the evidence, of wil. Is indicates, 

Mint cl) i Id ram ijv.ing.’o'n the I am,i 1 y hoiiics tend vvcTii 1 d slicl t o ’

I lie i r widowf'd pa ren Ls , for examjiie. Another 1. r ad :i. t ion indi- 

cnif's that the youngest daughter 'would remain at hcyne

II ni!ia r r i c-'d in order Ip care i or her aging parents ; we might 

<rxL rape I a I e .ironi this th.at younger married children would be

nnoi likely I. o . open their homes, but this'cannot be documented 

f 1 0!ii the census data. -Documentary evidence from one fami .1 y 

c) I v'-f.'s some i ndi cation, of what rewards, children' might expect,

I I (mi .special care or concern for their ag.ing parents. Edmund 

Sii1liv-an,-a 'i’l u.ro cabinet maker, wa.ti a widower of 63 when he 

win I e his will in 188 3. he and )Yi s wi. j 0 had produced nine 

■'.surviving ch ,i. 1 d j'cn . I'li 1881 th ice daughters worp living.at 

home: hi.s 'second daughter, Sa rah, ag'cd .31 andliis third' and

fourth daughters, Ka t.i e and Sophia, aged 22 and 16. When he 

wrote h is will Edmund made genera 1 provisi on for a 11 hi.y 

childi'cn, but made special' provision in n codicil for his 

Ô I do.St' son, William, who had taken' 'Over-' the family shop, and 

for Sarah-. "1 make thi.s ex.tra provision" he writes:

for these two of my children under the strong . 
convicL.ion that they, are fairly entitled 
.thereto in consideration of their faithful . - 
service to mys.el f And-family, and will further 
■add that 1 consider this extra provision for
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my claughLer Sarah l:)iiL a small vewaî.d for 
all her Duti, I'ul and a L'fcctiona In nyjard 
for Lho welt arc and. comJorL of my.sĉ l ! and
am l y ,  a n d  t russ .  t . l iaL t l io r e s t  of  my

cliildren will feel as ' I  do that in mak.ing 
this last iKjques I. J ■ have done nothinq liu t 
what- is lawful and right towards Slieir

 ̂ "   '^^1 : , ■■ ^
Another example ol the di.dtr i Ijuli on o! peopt' taapi 1 r i ng

special care amongst, tnmily members i.s the- case of John

Birroll, aged fl8 .i.n 1871. ' John was listed on the census

ahs t ract as being "of. unsound mind". lie 1 i ved ' i n a household

with hi G younger brother, 41 year old Jame.s hi i la.-'l 1 , who was

married with three small cliildren. Also i.osidin<] in tiie

house .was 83 year-old. Kate. Birrell, ■ p-.res'umab I y a n ' un ma r i i i.wl

sister. Ry 1881, Kate had nnrrried Jamep Kent and .moyed into

a home of her own: her brother John had moved vo th h e r , and

v.'as still 1 i.s Led as a member of the Kent household i n -1 801 .

Kate had no children,' while her lirot.lier .James had t hr ce in

1871: depending on how unsound of mind John' h i r-re 11 really -
. .

was; it may have been easier for- Ka to to give hi.m thé ca ré

and att enti.on he recpii red . ̂ ® - '

.' . The temporary accommodât i on of family members' in need

was a common f oa Lure of life in Truro househol d.s . ' J a n t-

Chisholm., who met her future husband when she was staying at
- ■ • ■ ' ■ 4 9lier aunt's home- whi le attending Normal School, was no doubt

one of Irundreds of girls who took .advantage of conveniently

located kin to pursue schooling, employment, or Oven a
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huf'.hand "in. Lown". Social news pub] i shed in Push, Lhe. Schoo.1

paper of Lho Truro pnb.l ic .schoo.l s in the 1890's, indicat.es

LiinL cl) il d I cn under Lho age of 1'3 wcPc lie in g sen L to town
■ ■ ' 50lor sohoo]^)g, o r sent away to help wi ph family emet.'gcnci e s .

Kobp'r L Graham, whoso memoirs recorded life in the,, community

of nrooklieJd in Ll)o .1870's, '.80's and '90'.s, refers to an '

old haclKrlo) uncle who was "at our homo ill-' for brief

poriods in Lho .1 880's, and mentions other fami 1 y meiiiliors who

took up temporal y residence in the hovises of their rela-',,
1 - , ■La VO.s.

Cen.su;? abstracts give an indi ca I ion of tiro mob.i 1 i Ly of 

■family members even witirin Lhe boundaries of the' fami ly unit 

I'oliaijs L h e m o s L  .stable and fam.iliaf part of family 1 i fe . i n 

ninoL-eenLh century Truro was Lhe constant moveincrit of fani.ily

members in and out of the domestic circle.' Family alliances .

could be di.sso.lvcd o.r strengthened by changing pa’tterns of 

1 ■ eS i doncy . A 1 one 1 y chi 1 d coul d -an ti ci pa Le Lhe arr i va 1 of 

cous ins or even nieces and 'nephews to replace .absent brothers 

and s i stars : grandparents mi.ght take'over some of the nur­

turing of the younger children in a large family: the stress

ol caring for aged or infirm relatives -could.be distributed 

amongst househOld members: .,tho crises of illness and death

could be coped wi th 'by retreating into the- mo.re shel ter'e'd 

environment, of someone el.se ' s house. ■
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Many Truro • households , however, contiained neopl o- who Were
V '  '■

not members ol the I ami ly extended or otherwise. Triiro was 

an attractive clestl uat.i on l:or̂  pcopl e seek i nq omp I oyine.nt _

The railroad especially se'cms to have drawn ambit, ioius younq . 

inen to Truro ' s boarding houses and hotel.s. Tlio censi%\ 

abstracts for 1861, '71.and '01 do not. clearly identify t ho

relationsliip) ol household members to the household head; i lie
r .

1 8 61 census does .not even name hbuse'hol d members . - Assuming, 

as we are obi .i ged to do, L)iat ovej'yono wi f  h a .surnanK.' dill or - . 

ent; from that.ol"^ the household head was' an outs i d o r , we ' 

discover that; -their number roisi? from 6.6% o I t lie population 

of I’r.uro to 11 .6% in 1881 and 1'j-. 6% i'n'1891. 17.4% of all '■

househ.olds had an outsider in thenv'.in 1871, and t. ha t porcen- 

t.acjG had risen to 32.6% .in- 1881. By 1891 over 40'f. o f all

households contained at least one person who was not. a mcmlier -
■ ■ ■ ' ' . of the househol d head ' s nuclear family. I.lc'l oi c; 1 8 91 , tlio

•only ’oul.siders whose role in t he ' hoü.se.hol d c-an bo dotgrmined

were - those who were listed as servants. Roughly as many men

as women appeared as servants in' Truro househol ds.: tliey make

up about 35% of all outsiders in 187J- and 40% in 1881. By

1 891 all. .the members of a . household were more or- less idonti-
5 2' . . . . . . . . .  .

fi.e.d.. ■ l-'rojTi the in format ion a va i 1 a hi o f rom the census

abstracts a much clearer picture of the' impact of i ndustr'ial.-

.1 cat ion or residence emerges. The breakdown of outsiders in

Truro households i.s given in the f oil owing tabl c :
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•■■SERVANTS BOARDERS RELATIVES

• / • . Ü % ' - # • % H %

M n l o ^  ' ' 9 . 4  2 : ^  77 . 1  ' ' 39 1 3 \ 5

F e m a l e s -  : 1 3 7  3 4 . 2  1S2 3 7 . 9  1 ] 2  2 7 . 9

Ovc'r 79% of 1 heoe . DU L s i der s ' were .sinqle, O'snd most were

undo.I 2 3. Women tended t.o 1 i vc under gome sort of fam.il.ial

oi.q.ie f v.i .0 ion, e i t lier .i. n the liomc.s of k.in or as servants. Men

were more- .inclined to .1 :i vc :i n larqe households with no kin.

A number of cs tab.l i shinen ts- in 'J'ruro appear to have catered to

men who worked on the. ra i j. road a 1 though .it..may have been

chancc that -led five or ..more railwaymen to live in one

.bo.a.rding house .  ̂, Certainly t lie ' railway vva.s' one of the

■'largest empl oyers of single men. .11 y 1091,. liviirg in boarding

houses became more common, .as opposed to living a.s a hoarder

tn a family house,' . Men 'especially did not seem to. adapt a

surrogate -family when they were sequestered by distance from'

the .1 r own kin. ' . . ■

Co-.to.sidenee was not the only factor'.which dete.rmi ned

t h e 'influence of family members.on each other. The role of-

non-resident kin-in family life is more. di. f f icul t to document-.

It may - wel 1 be that memories, of the closeness of fami ly ■
\

■ re.l at i onshi ps come as much from, the a'bility of kin to pool ' 

.laboirr and share in family occasions from the’ privacy of 

separate dwellings as they do from actual shared accommoda­

tions.' In'the nineteenth century, as' now, kin were inclined
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to visit each oth(^i\ and keep track oJ' each other ' n where­

abouts, to hand on clothing., tool.s and recipo.s and t.o -.sltarc

■the du t.i es of harvest! ng and chi 1 hcare .  ̂ .
■ . '' . - 

The maintenance of kin networks seeins to have doitended

very much %n geographical proximity. ' Thomas Mil 1er, writing

his hi s tor i ca 1' ,.,-ÿtid Genoa log i cà 1 Register of the First '
».

Settlers of Colchester County in the IBGO's, lost .track o.f- 

family members who moved any further from Truro than the 

Stewiacke River Valley., a dis tance .ol only about twenty m i I.es . 

Tiionia s ' Crowe obviously perceived hi.mse-H to be the one con­

necting 'link between his absent "sons and the family in Tiyuro, 

"I have often thought" he wrote to his son bavid in- 18G3, ■ .

".tiiai* was I no more', tha t our scattered I'-’amily would never '
16hear from each other - this should not lye." On- the other 

hand, there ate some indications that kin cho.se to .settle 

■near each other- w.hen they .could... The persistance- oJ '"local 

names" -in commuhi.t ios all' over Nova, Scotia dcmOn.stra tes the •

• ■ tendency of people to settle in familiar p.lacc.s, wlierc the- 

-'difficulties of life could be. lessened by calling on the 

support and assistance' of others .to whom they wore bound by . ■

- blood. . - . . ' : ' ' '
The evidence of 'census abstracts-’-for the- Truro area 

shows that, if the'.census takers were-.being systematic, about 

the performance of their duties, k.in were 1 ess likely to 

. reside near each other as the century progressed.- 'In 1861 a 

small sampling of family names indicato-S .1.7 incidences of
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res j don lia] proximity) .if the ccn'sp.s taker is to be l:>cl ipvcd . >

■ {'Diis -.i ncl udes only' possible kin v/J'bli ' Lhe same surname.) A '■ >
- - - . ' ' ; 

survey of -subsequent census abstracts shows tliat while taking -j

kin into the lyouse became, if anything, more common, living 

next to. them became less c o m m o n O f  'course, in a town the 

,si7,e of Truro, even in 189] no .one was very far away if they 

lived within the boundaries ■. of the district. ■ By 'the 1.800's 

however, the influx of people whose roots'were outside thb 

'J'fin.'o area had made-the' pre.sence of kin in close, geographica 1 ■

pro-x-imity an increasingly less likely possibility.

Wliat kind.of ijnphct might the absence o.f kin', outside of 

the home circle, have'on families in Truro? 'We might first, 

predict ttiat the burden of chi Idrearing , previously distribu­

ted amongst'hear kin sùch as grandparents' and aunts, might

be redistributed t.o allow those absent ■ relatives to.' be ■ ' .
' ■ . ■ ' ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■■ 59 ■ • ' ' . ■replaced by an outside force - ■ The move to an urban environ­

ment, with th.e' possibility of available wage labour, woüld 

reduce both t.lie necessity and'.the ability of men, and women 

to call upon a domestic or readily accessible -auxiliary , 

workforce to accompli.sli such subsistence activities as -. - ' y'-

■reaping and ' preserving the harvest, cutting ' and ' haul ing fire
' . '' '. '' ' ' %
wood, or other such lal^our-intensive activities. Co-operative. ■- " ■■ ■ . ' ' , : : •' . ' ' I , ■
ef fort .might 'focus on the stresses of..the new life style, . 

perhaps resulting in such things as- unions,. commercial' 

Organizations,'.’church activity groups and o.rganizations for 

social .improvement...- All of these would .involve not family,

■ ! ;v.
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but cofiTinuni t,y activity, and.this in,a milieu whet e Canii 1 y 

and community were ontities much more.'di s t. i nc-(. 1 y separated 

than- the old communities full of "local names".

“ Parallel to the external ita t.i on of son;e of. .the 'family's' 

-.funoti ons other family funct ions miglyt become i n.crcasi ng 1 y 

private: In a .rapidly changing .social çnvaronmcnt, blood

was the connecti on wlri ch could not, be broken we miyjlil 

.expect that the kind of .enptional support tirrt previously , 

camé from ’a, broader range of rela l.icmsh ij)S .migiit .1 ncreasi nq1 y 

come' from within the nuclear family unil^ We m].'gtit expect 

that the .tie.s between husb.ands and wi ve.s, ' pnrcnl.s and child­

ren, brothers and .sisters, might become stronger in expecta­

tion iT not in fact, and that the emphdsis on .tJiesc close' 

ties would put a strain on the family. . '

The emergence in the nineteenth -century .of the .nuclear, 

family as .a haven in a heartless world, : was a response to 

the, separation of work and home in industrial comniuu i t i c-s . ' 

"t’ruronians-were, not ' alone.’.in experiencing the transformation 

of, work from a -vocation to something performed to ma i.n ta in a 

lifestyle. This-study of Truro ends i n ' 1 8 91, when , !.he -

industrialization of Truro, and in .fact, Nova Scotia, was at
' 6 1 *  ' its height.^ Nova Scotians had just, begun to feel the long

terra 'ef fects pf the new economy . The, 'work w orld, had become

inc.reasingly 'alienating as workers lost control of, the ski ] Is

and time' i t - took to..do a job well. Emot.ional fulfilment,

then, had, to'come from inside' a -family unit whose primary

- X  i
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"job"- had become one of ensuring emotional', rather than 

physical survival'. . ■ • .
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Foot no tes - phap.fcr /I

' 1 - ■ . ■ . ■• ' > See the works ot Peter L a si et L , who more or le^s.
.invented the quantitative study of f a \ivî, I i e s in the .past

2 - ■ ' ' ^dOdwa.rd Shorter, The Making , o.r the. Mojlern F,;mi,ly
■(New York,-. Basic Books' Inc.': 197B), p . .3. ’

3 'For Longwpr th ' s ob.i tun .ry ' see .Truro Daily News , ' -
Feb.' 20, 1902, p. 4; my own family hjstory refors to severa
small children who died of diplitheria in Truro during th.i.s'̂ ’'' •
period. (Wright family history., u.np.uifl ished MS , ■ pri vatel y
held. ) . ' . ..

IN,\

1871 
1 881 
1891

Sec census abstracts:
Tr[uro] p. 75. d [ w'ol 1 i nq ] . 258 ffamilyj 289 
Tr p. 110 0503 F 534' '
Tr3.p- 35 F 132 (all .for Israel bongwor th ) .

See census abstracts:
1871T Tr p. 6 D 20 F 21 (William -Archibald)
1881 Tr p. 19 D 86 .F 91 (Willi.am Archibald) -and p. 19/20

D ,8.6 F 92 (Ann Archibald) ■ . '
1891 Tr 4 . p. 25 F 97 (William Arcli i l)a Id ) . _'

6-She
the Truro

was 29, while the oldest child,was- 15: however,
census abstracts are full of inaccuracies for' the

local black community, 
census abstracts :
187Ï' Tr .p. 73 .D 252
1881 Tr p. 126 D 576
1891 Tri p. 4,7- F 232

of. which'Eli was', a mcmh.e r Sec

281
613

Percent of households traceable -1 871 -' 1891 ' (M '-= 13 6.) 
All tables' are drawn from the unpublished census abstracts 
for Truro,' 18 61 - 1981 . .

' ' ' . 'V
1871 18.6%^ ' '
1881- -20.3%. - ' . . : ' . -
1891 14.8% ' ' . '

Government death records were kept between 1 8.64 %and 
.1877, but the records are notoriously incomplete.. After 
1077, the registration system broke down and recording did 
not recommence until 1908: .. .
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gX ■ -Men aqo 50-1 i)ei’ .100 women aqe 5 0 1 :
18G1 /]46 ■ . ' ,
1071 104
1881 92 - . ' . .
1891 94 . ' ' '

1  ̂ Percent of populat.ion over 4 0 40%
50 30%

' ' ./GO 20%
70 ' 10%'

Ifigurcs are ^ipproxiifieU-o, f rom census, .schcdule.s

 ̂̂ I’ercent widowed, 5 0-i-:'
. M F, M/F Ratio

1861 9 . 8 25.8 2 . G
1 87] 12.0 24.3 2 . 0
1881 14.6 44.2 3 . 0
1 891 1 1 . 5 '41.5 3. 6

12 '■'See' Hi ram Ilyde ' s family for example: in 18 91,. Hiram,
aged 12, was married to Ellen, aqe 30, and they, had a daughter
Teresa, age 2. 1891 Tr 2 p. 13' F 56.

' ' See the- households of Samuel Nelson and .Alexander
MacKenzle. In 1871 Samuel, -age 40, wfis married to Melissa,
aged 29 : by 18.81, Melissa was alone with two children
(1871 Tr p. 19 fi 56 P 70: 1881 Tr P..-26/27 .D.118
F 129). Alexander, aged 45 in 1871 wds married to Mary .age
23: by 1881' Mary was a widow 'with four, children (1871 Tr ■
p. 87/8'8 D -22 9 F 336; 1881 Tr ip. 37/38 D 160 F 177). -

■■ My.'grand fa ther ' s reminiscences include the story, 
poss i bly apocryph.al , o.f a group .of women who. were "laying 
out" t-ho wife of.a local man'. One of the youhger women 
expressed concern for the widower. "Oh laws", was the ' 
response from the others - don't worry about him, -he'll be 
married again before, the year is out:." Marri ed. again he was 
indeed - to the young woman who had worried about him.' 
(WiXght family history, unpublished MS, -privately held).

Mo.dt of the men who' had relinquished their status as 
household head were o v e r '80. " -
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Women 6 0+ in complete couples':
% 11

1871 42.1 51
188] 34 . 1 . 40
1891 . 38.7 6 5-

17This Will be discussed further below'.

■ . ] 8 ■ ■These figures exclude, households wliich cull themselves
boarding houses or. hotels. • .

- 'l9 - ' -- ' ' ' 'For a comment on this trend in a Canadian context .see
Angus McLaren "Birth Control,and Abortion in Canada", in " 
Cim vol. 59 #5/(Scpt. 1978), pp. 319-40. . \ .

20See note 3 above.

21 ' ' / - - - ■■' Information on extramarital Fertility is even 1 css
reliable. Birth records J<ept by the government of Nova
Scotia from, 1864 to 1877 were ' estimated as "being about ,2/.)
complete by the end of that period/. No i 11 eg ;i ti,ma te births
weçe recorded for the Truro apea during this,period, although
a notebook kept by Brookfi.eld midwife Jane Solcy IIami 1 ton ,. i
records several, (see, Joan Kennedy,. "Jane Soley iramilLon,
Midwife" in Nova Scotia Historical Review, v : 2, #1', 198 2 ,

6-24): . . - 7/ ' ' : ' / -

2 2 .'Defined.'here as age cohort 40-49. I- have .... 
from these figure.s any women who was widowed • duri ng 
bearing years. ' - . - t -,

excluded- . 
'nor chi Id-

23 . . . . .  , .
' There is, however, a .considerable margin of error

ag.e records in the -census abstracts? a child -who was "5"
example, could be almost 5, just turned 5, or almost 6.

.in
for

^^Number of children per woman at end of chilclbearj ng 
(40-49): . - V t 7 : \ - - C ' . . : ' :
■#/ .

'child 
1861 
1871 
1881 
1891'

0 I 2 3.- 7 8 ' -9 10 Avc

5.1 3:1 7.2. 9 . 3 8 . 3  17: 5 ,10 . 3 16.5 1 0. 3 6..2 6 . 0 3 . 7
7.6 ,5.1 ,2.5.13.6 11.9^1'2.7 Ï7.0 1CI.2 ,9.3.8.-5 1:7 3.0

1 3 . 2 1 2 . 4  14.0 14.7 8.5.12.4 10:6 '4,.7 .8.8 8.0 -7^:3.5
9.3 12.6 9 : 8 14 . 8 .] 3 . 7 '10 .9 12.6 6.6 4.9 3.3 1 .'6 '3.9

2 5 lee McLaren', o p . c i t . , pp. 322-323.
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?  6 ■ ' • ■ ’FANS Micro;, p.iography, Grnliam R.G./.vol., 1, p. 21. ^

'̂̂ Schoo.l. attendance was compulsory- between the ages of 
7 and 12; by 1891', Truro children were .required to attend 
school between the’ ages of 6 and 16'. (Revised Statutes- of . .■ 
Nova Scotia 1884'^ Chapter 29.,' Section .7-6-:% RSNS 1 900 Cap. - 
55 'sect . "-8 ).. ■’ 1

28- ^ ' - ' - ' - ' 'The legal age of,majority was 21 (RSNS 1864 Title 23,
cap. 121, sect. 1) or at marriage. '» - -

^'^The one .exception ...to this ,rq.le might be that- of 
servants who were boarding in the homes of t h e i r ,employers. 
ha s 1 et t defines servants as family member's,; certainly people 
who'worked as livo-ih spTvants did not control their own 
lifestyles. (Peter La s 1 et t , The World We Have .Lo.st, New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1965, esp. Chapter 1, "English 
.yoci cty' before and after the coming of industry'!).

'1, Vol. 244, Crowe'; fami 1 y papers , -passim. .'

' ' 31 '  ̂ - ' ' ' : - - 'MG 1, ' Vol . 2440 .Crowe fami.ly papers 1150; Thos . to
James, Sept. 29, 1 8 5 ' 9 f '

- 12 -/ :llrid., 111 2,4 ; Thos ■. to James, Dec. 9, 1862.

. ■ Ibid. , #132, Thos.' to James, Mar.' 21 , 18 63. ■
. /  - ; - . . V - L /  .

•5 4  ■ . . . . 1 - ;-
-Ibid/, #147, Thos to James, Feb. 18, 18 6 4:

•See 1861 Tr Pi -Abstract 5 ' households 12 .and 13.'

Colbhe'ster Su n , :R e b . 6 , 1 874, p. 4, col'; 1-2.

/ t ’have’ made use of the. special knowledge of’..kinship | 
networks in Colchester County acquired during my si.x years ' 
employment at^PANS to clarify some of these relationships for 
t11e purpose of. .my tables'. . ' .... .

• . ' • , s ■ . ■ ‘ '' . ) n ' - ' ' . I ' '
C[.olchester] C[pJ W[ill] B]ook] C, pp. -95-98:- Robert

0. Christie, Mar. 18 67. '. ' '

' CÇWO!'D , . p p .' 394-395 , Robert .Nensmo.re, May 27 , 18 7 9 .' .

. J  t . r - , ~ .  : - . I- y'(
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CCWB D, pp. .5.29.-532; James Miller, S'ept.. 2, .1096. 

CCWB D, pp. 16-21, .Dàn.icl Cock, Ocl. 15,.1800.

‘ • 4 2 ' ‘ ‘ VOf' t (io .'"fpur example.s used here, 'th’ree wore ranncrs 
and one a railway conductor: all were .descendent.s of tnen
who h ad. se.t.t..le'd. .in Llie Truro area prior Lq 10 00.

\  . . i\
For ' widofce'd, chi Id'ren ' re'turnlng to parental homes, • sole

Sidney, Crowc':fl891 Tr 2, T 26, F 120) and Willihm McCully
(1.891 Tr 3 ;, '.P. ;28/29 , F-'lSO). ' . ' .

^^■For orphaned .chiId'ren gee Sylvester Chambers ' ( 1091
Tr .1 P 13,- F 64): ■Chambers had taken in a nie.cc. A f urtlier
description bl'-li.vin'g arrangements for widows ’and orphgn.s 
comes in thi s ■ obi tua .ry from the Colchester S,un o.f April. IB,.- 
1888 '(p. .2, col. 2) . - ' , '

.On Friday l.asT dnany in this commun i Ly were quite'- 
s.urqarised ancf grieved to learn of the dearth of 
Mrs . C l  hr a Faulkner (n'ee Clara Wi.l.son ) . Sur )j'r :i .sccl ' ' ,
because .the deceased, was but a few days prep/iousl y 
a'ttending' tô her arduous duties with hep usual 
eqcrgy and application; grieved, because she was a

/ . 'great favorite with all who knew her.. - She has
. left-h little daughter who will miss, bh how,sadly, 
the guiding hand of. 'd kind, thoughtful and indul­
gent parent. She leaves behind, t o O ,- her own 
mother, with increased respon.tibil it i,es ,' who. wi 1 1 ̂
feel sadly and keenly her lonely pos-ition. The home
circle was a small one and it i.s sad, indeed,' to
think- that ' it has been broken in, thi.s way. '

' ’ 4 5 ' ’ ' ‘ • '■. ■ '^Thomas Miller's genealogy lis\s “73 'pages of
Archibalds : • this, does not include family connections with 
Taylors, 'Millbrs, Fishers,, Blanchards, and other local 
-f.ami lies. . . ' ' . ' ' -

.Only the 1891 census gives the relation of individuals 
in the households to.the household head. ■,These are not 
always accurate: f or example ,■ wi 1 Ij am McCully's 'grandch i 1 d.̂  '
re'n,' the childré.n of his widowed daughter',- Annie Magee,-arc 
listed as McCully-'s son and daughto.r ■'( 1891 ' Tr, 3, P. 28/29 
F 130): ' : / ' 'V , . -,

47 ' - '
CCWB ,D, -pp. 122-126 ,. Edmund Sullivan , 'Sept. 5 , 1 879; 

codibil Dec:. 27, 1883, see also'l87l' Tr. )p'. 5/6 D 19 F 20-
1881 Tr p. 26 D 115 F 126', Edmund Sullivan. ■ ‘ , - ’ ■
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Scc.1%7] Tr p.'64 D 215 F 243 :
' ' ].Ü81 , p. 86 D 387' F 4] 4

"18VI_'I'F 2., p. 20/21 r 95. (James nirrelJ).:

 ̂I 'o r an account - of llioir- couulship sec Chapter' 2,
r n '
■ Pupil V. 1, jl.1-10, (Jan.-June 1894 ) was the paper .ol; 

'I'ruro .school 3 Ire 1 ow the grade 9 level.- (See- PANS T, i.brary, 
V/P, vol. 92, H 4 a ) . It recorded among "other thing;’), the 
who r.ea bout s ol students and teacher’s . . For example:

"Mi ss- Kat.c McCall um, grade 8,' has .suddenly been 
■ ca ll.cd to liCM home in Ccimdcn on account of the
illness of her mother". (v. -1, jj 3, p. 2, col. 1,
Feb. 9, 1094). , ' .

. "Mi.ss Bertha' MpNutt ol: Nuttlsy .is now attending - 
school in town". (v. 1 , 114, p . 2, col. 1, -Felr. 16,
18941. ,
".Miss Uphn-nv [teacher] has boefi called away to. nurse 
her sick .s i s ter. a I. ' .Monc.'t on " . (v. 1, • ii 9 , i_),. 2, .col. 2,
Mlar.-22/"l89^).

6 1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 'PAM.S Mici’O: Riocjrairhy: .. Graham R. G. , Jouri’ial ,
VO 1 . I , I )[). 5 0 1 0 9 .

r. '_) . -
"Sec note 4 6 . ' *  _

9 3 ' '  . • ■ ■ .■ - An "outsider" 1 or the purpose of thi.s paper, is a
person'1 i v i ng in a household who does not'appear to be a
mcmlrcr of the hou.sehol d head ' s nuclear fanrf'ly. The 1891
census form i dent i f res such people as " 1 odgor.s " . However , a
numficr of those "lodgers" are in fact -kin wiioso relationship
, io.the household head .has been incorrectly recorded.

54 ' ' 'Household heads often did not.specify that they ran a
boarding house. DunoAn Gill is (1891 Tr 2, p. 10/11 F 45)
I'.ad 10 people in addition, to his own wife and children livi.ng 
' i n -1) i .S' house . .Hotels, -on the other hand, were always noted. 
Often they housed .staf-f ps well as lodgers (see'Andrew 
Lcarmont, 1891 Tr 4 ' p. 9/10 F 34, Learmont'had 6 servants, 
'11 lodgers,' a wife and a son in his household).

An indication of the closeness of non-resident ..kin 
relat i-onsh i ps can be, found in the will of Edmund Sullivan:
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IL hag occurred to me that ppssilily some dirficull.y 
might ari.se after my deaf.li in the d i s 11 1 fiut i on. o f 
my personal ‘effecl s ctiie fl y owin-g to thi.s fact;
Some of my clri fdreji have personal property of' I hoir 
own on o.r about my prom isos. In. order there fore to 
avoid as far as poss.ifdo all difficulty or di.s]>ule'

\  . i,n tliis matter [the cxecuLors arc .to scLflc a
\ ■ questions of bwner.shi p. before the os tale is ^
\ . divided). (C.CWn ].), -[.ip . 1 22-126 , bdmund ' Sr. 1 1 i va if.

Codicil, Dec. ?. 7, 1803)’.

■ ' 66 ' ■ " ■ ^' MO 1, vol.. 24 4, Crowe I ami 1 y . paj>ers, 111.17, Tlipmas to
Dav..id, July-7,' : 186 3./- ' "  -

5 7'-•Micliael Anderson argues tliat-. in rural pj.ace.s kin could
not extricate t.hemselves [ 
which abound -them together 
expected to help -each other

um tlie economic and social tie;.; 
if not ft i ng else, k i n wore 
.114 uriaan [daces, however, kin 

could se.l e c t . wh i Ch t.i. es t'liey wou Id mai n t'a i n . ' ' '( Anderson ,
Fa m i 1 y S.t r u c: t u r e i n Ngjrel.eenth Ce n 1. u r y T.,a n c a s h i r e (Camluridge;
Uni versify Itress , 1 979 ), ]>. 1 IS.- - -

. 5 0 - -
'rite boundaries of, t lic' town .ol' 'I'ru ro i.ncl uded cons i do i. - 

ably 1 O S S . than one square mile o.f ground. For a map - o.f 1 lie
town in 1 874 sec A.F. Church, C o'l c li e s t.. c m ~ C o u n t y , 1 864 ,. (pufo
1 874) -in\,?ANS Ma;.:) Co 11 cot: i on . À later, "Id rd ' s-cyo" I ypc map
was |)ubl i .shed in 1889. . - ' ' -

5 9 - - ' .For an cxanq.d o ol. cr i.s is' stratégies adopted by
'worki ncj-cl a.sa f a m i 1 ios i n a large oily, .sec Betti na niaoll.)ury,
"Tlie Fragmented Family: Fami 1 y Strategies in- the Face of
Death Illness and Poverty, Mont.reai, 1 860-1.889" (in. Joy Pari , ' .
éd.. Childhood and Fami1y in Canadian Hi story (Toronto:
McClelland and SLewarI L I d . , 1 982), pp. 1 09-128.

6 0 ■ ' " 'Christopher Lasch. haven in a 11 oart 1.cs,s Wor-1 d , -
(Mew York: . Basic Books, Inc., 19 7 9) . - The following pa rag: apli 
owes its analysis to pp. 6-7. . .

61- ■ - ■ • '
For .Truro, se.o Terry 'White, "A Central Nova - Scotian

Co.unty qnd the Landward Pull; the Case of Col Chester County,' ' ' 
1064-1925" ( unpiubl ished Ft A. .the.sis, 'Saint Mary's- Uh i vors.i.t y , ■ 
Halifax, Nova' Scotia, 1986). For Nova Scotia, see 
T.fJ. Acheson f/'"The National Policy -and the Indust rial.i %a tion- •' 
of the Mari.tymes, 1 880-1 910" in Acad iensi s , v. 1, 112 (,S|)ring,
1972 ), pp.' 3-28. . . ' . '
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C I t A P T f C R  5

OuLside Tlie !l6u.'3e ,

'

In t.-he ;i ndustr i a .1 i z'. ;i nq c.omrnun.i t ies of (he nineteentli 

c c n 1: u r y , !. .a in j ] i a i so c j a 1 s 1 1 u c 1. u r c s we i- e o I: n e c e s s i I : y

q.ivincj.way to social f nrmal ions more suii.ed Lo Llie new 

(.'Coiioiiri c s i-Lua L jpn . l-\aitri Ici cas  ̂li ke ‘ otiher social, an.d - ■ 

econoni.i.c orqaniv.a 1.ions , asslmlcd now J uncti ons ,and reiin- 

quiyh<-'.d ol d ones .  ̂ I’rui o 1 ami lies, like tlioir peers 

olscwlvare, were changed economically, domogra j'lh i ,ca 1 1 y 

and soci-ally by Lhe Indus fria 1 i zat: i on process . , '

■ Thé I ami lies of Tinno had demons Lra Led L hems elves 

l.() bo adapt: aid c to 1 lie social changes which came as a 

re so 1 L of the chhnging- economy o! the n i no tedn Ll.i cen­

tal I y _ homo of the new strategies tjiey had adopted came 

out o i a cl ,i matt..' of le'eling which 'dictated now fornis of 

ia'iiii 1'J' J.i.ft:. Others, had. to do wi'tli the changing r'eqii.ire- 

monts of economic survival - fewer cliildrçn, but - earl i ei' 

marri ages ; .f.ewer kin connecLions but more outsi dors in 

I lie householpl ; a longer life.span f or' bo t-h parents,, and 

cliildrcji. . IIy 18.9 1, Truro had reached the peak of 'its 

prosperity ylid sleej)y ' agricul ture 1' vi 11 age of tlic 1 8 5 0 's 

had become the railway hub of Nova Scotia and a bustling 

manuiacluring town. ' The decline, of industry in the 

Maritimes after lhe turn of the century affected Truro

%
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as wel1, but Lhe enduring prominonce of Lhe railway
)

combi r̂ ed with ‘I'ruro's' involveincnL in educa Li on , its
. ■ 

panj Li on'as the service center for a largo agricul-

lural hinterland^, and Lhe mainLonancc ol s e v o  al
■' s ■ ■ ■ 'large factories enabled 'J'ruroni.ans to wea Lhor , the

hard' times ahead with mor e • comforl than-was ald ordf'd
' ' " 6 ■ ' ' to such towns as Amherst. , ,

An examination ol Truro's local paper g Ives' some

indication of Llie ■ changing focus of f anu 1 y 1 i f cm 'I'h.c

local newspaper of any commun i Ly is a revealing -i ngh 'X

o I r SCO i a 1 . chaiiye . Explicitly ( Lhrougii suc-h things a

advice literature), and in other iriore sub Lie -ways, tin' -,

nineteenth century nawspapcr promoted the a L I. i tncles ’and

^ values th.at a changing society 'porcei ved Lo lie cruci a I

to ils steady progress Lowa rds a per Iec t world. It was

one of the most accessible., and there f ore one of the

most powerful my thinak i ikj ■ agen I .s ava i labl c"" Lo pi. oniote ics
• ■ 7 ' '. ' • of social value systems. Examining the inf or mat i on '

printed in the pages of i'ruro ' s. local weekly paper can 

give- us an - i ns i g!lt into the' ideas about family val ue.s 

• '.which were curreh t in nineteenth con tur y Nova ScoLi a .

1L a Iso-a I lows us in some measure to place rhe- families 

of Truro into the con te,x t of fihe new climate o,f fee ling 

about the ''family as it evolved- e) .gawhc.ro.

; - • The Colchester Spn was f i.rs.t ■ [ujbl i shed in 1877. in

its early years, the Sin] had a circulation of about, 1 000;
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by t.hf.' 1890';; Ih.LS had j .i sen to 2, 500. -The paper

Ihroughout this pci'a od wcis bc.i ng pub] i .shed by W.n.

Alley, an Avwer'ican who ■ had. ari’ived .in Tr\i.t\o in 1871.

JL was. Con.scrvat J. ve .in ' po.l .i ti c.s and,- in the early years

at Ica.st, essentially par.ochial in its i n teres t s . The

cosL of a luib.scr.1 ].ition ranged between $2 and $3 per
8 • '

a II n 0 in d u r .i n g 111 e • p e r iud ■ ,u h d c r study here.

The Suj;i.JPi forma t was more or los.s typical of '

newspapers of the period, barring, perhaps, the relatively 

.small quant i 1 y of patent medicine ad vc-rti senients . Its 

con ten t present ed a pi c t ure 'of a community .whose i niagcopf 

itsoîlf had not yet begun to rcI 1 cct the transformation 

that had taken |)lace in its economic and social n true jiurc i ,

The Suh of thf: I'870's was a |')a[)cr whi.cli obvious.! y served 

a largely rural audience. The paper contained much local

n e w s , especi a 11 y commenting on the .progress of'crops/ the -
' . ■ t ' -
price oK ca ft le and the sale of .real estate. Advertisers'

hended t'e - o f fer local goods and s.e,i-vicos arid were inclined ' 

toward niattcr-of-forct statements 'of available goods and 

c-urront prices. , The -limited sample available for the 

early 1 8 7 0's would seem - to'indicate that the Sun did not 

go in -for, target marketing aimed at mothers and wivc's: nor ' '

did it [>u!)li.sh any amount, of patent medicine ■ testimonial .s 

or advertisements for .beauty aids. .. -

in the late 1870's the Sun began - tO\.publish descrip- 

tiohs of.lochl industrial establishments. , These descrip-
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1 inns covered the f'Shys i.cal appearance of . I he. ,es I ab,l i sh-' 

menL.s, the manuiacLur i ng processes used, and the. nature 

ancV quan ti ly of g pods produced. '[ n contrast to'descrip­

tions of agr.lcul tural; produce wjTi ch invariably commented - 

on the expertise of' the producer, the .Sun ddscr ipt ions 

of industrial, production gave no. indication th.at , humans ■ 

wore involved in 'the production . p r o c e s s T h e  articles 

sometimes mentioned the number of employees in any

given factory: they did not give any indication of
■ -9 - .■tlu'i r skills.

At roughly the same time as the Pun was. publish-: ' •

' ing deScri ptions of 'I'ruro's i h.dirstrial developmchl , it 

carried a .series of articles reviewing the efforts of 

'I'ruro's residents to keep their dgown - tidy and a ttrac- 

ti V C . Th'e articles, published in July and Augus.L of 1877, 

t took the .form .of. a walking tour.. The reporter began

by describing the. "-cottage" of Sir Adams "George Ai Chibiild, 

.located in a semi-rural suburb on the hill overlooking 

the town. He preceded from ther': to essentially walk t!io 

boundaries of settle'm.ent in Truro from Brtinswick SI roc I 

to Foundry Hill, from there, to Arthur Stree-t, the.nce to ' 

■Willow Street, then past the "square" along Prince to - 

Walker Street, and from Walker along Queen '-S t.re.et to t'fie
I A \

square again.. Descript,iohs of the- properties included

i.n this circuit featured attractively maintained grounds 

and gardens, recently painted houses, .and an abundance of
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ahatlc trees. "Generally” , the reporter commented) "we hâve 

hut ] 11: tie fa u 11, with our towns f o l k a  s every one appq-ars 

to do his best to make the ground.^ 'and buildings Ke may 

possess att'ract'ive not orilyyto.the hundreds of strangers, 

who visit -us,during the summer scOsonj but also to 1:he 

good peo|)lc of 'Iruro Lhemselves, who are watching, almost

with jealous eye, the improvements around the gardens and
• 1 1 ■ ■ : .houses ol. one another." . . * ’ ■ %  .

Glaringly Mb.sent. from the Sun ' s glowing description 

of Truro was the a r e a ■immediately surrounding the rail­

way deiaol. Forres L er Outram, 'Wa 1 k% r and other streets 

were lined by'boarding ho'use.s and hotels whope. residents 

comprised ttio poorer .section of TrUyo ' s society. Absent 

■ as well was any commentary on the hoirs es of the black ■ 

community, already ghettoized to the.edges of urban 

settJ.ement. The Sun's readers did not' expect to find 

this kind of evidence of Truro's changing society in the 

paper ' s page's. . • ■ • ' . •

Fa mil y advice li'terature published in the Colchester ■. 

Sun of the'1 870's was almost'exclusively devoted to the 

■problem.s -of convincing children to remain on the farm.

Many of these articles were .'gle'ahed from' such American, 

periodicals as. the Rural New'Yorker. They,set up a stark 

comparison between"' the. pleasures of. .country life and .the 

, perils of joining the 'industrial workforce : ' t

\
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If discontented farmers, fanners'-wives, 
sons and .'daughters, who think.the delicjhts-. 
of city life something worth realizing, 
could walk'through our streets 'today and 
rend one-thousandth part of. the misery and 
apprehen-sion. that haunt the hearts of all 
classes' . . . they "would thank God for. the 
peacefu.1 .seclusion, and abundance gathered 
in the garneps of their h o m e . Thousands 
of .men" and women - a re at the beg inning of ' 
winter suddenly thro'wn out. of employment ! 
Few, comparatively, of thc.se have augh.t 
laid up in store . Boÿs- and,g iris of the 
country! bo grateful ,f or ,,p] en ty and .shelter. 
You will, * perhaps, never,' know ligw to val.uc 
it until you wpnt and cannot get either.
How many of these in the city are country ' 
born ; and how many would gladly go back to ̂ ̂  
the homestead for refuge ...

. The advice literature- offered suggestions.as to how to.
'' . 1 2 

'■’keep b'oung folks contented" on the farm:.

By making agricultural society attractive, 
Fill the farm-hoù.s'e with books and periodi­
cals. Establish central' reading-rooms , or . ■ 
neighbourhood clubs. Encourage the.social 
meetings of the young. Have concerts, lec­
tures ,. improvemerrt associations-. . f'.sLabiisli- 
a bright, active., social life,' that shall 
give s'orne significance to labour. .Above all, 
build as far .as-possible in -villages. It i's 
bet.ter' to go a mile to" one ' s dai.l y labour 
than to - p l a c e o n e  ' s - self a mile away from a- 
neighbour. , .  . .

In proposing ways to combat the social and physical 

isolation ,.o.f , farm life,: ad vied literature had begun to ■ 

suggest that .people could no .longer fulfil themselves'

. through the s At is f bet ion'.of daily work. Farming began
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- Lo be perceived as a lousiness rather than as a-way of 

life. Farmers were encouraged to " inves t " in coni.fort- 

able houses, housohold conveniencos and efficient' f?o:m 

inac'h incry in order,, perhaps, to earn the '"interest " of 

■filia], devotion to the farms Load. Comptai ni ng that 

the most intelligent and best educated country boys 

were .leaving agriculture for trpdcG and professions,

tlie Rura 1 New- Yorker, as represented- in. the Sun of,

Januai y 30 , 1 87-8, stated emphati ca 1 J.y : ■ •

fM]o boy or man, no matter what his talents 
or education may be, need leave the farm in ■ 
order to find -abundant opportunity for the 
use of both. ;'Few kinds of business require 

. so much study,- and so much thought, as faf-m- 
in g , and few kind.S' of. farming', and few kinds ' 

 ̂ of business w ild,pay so well for the study 
and thought'bestowed on i t . Farming well' 
done' p a y s . -

Advice from tlie .British Sportman, reprinted in the .Sun 

ol\ January 24 , 1 877 , was even more to the jioin.t:

Success is.the object which should be aimed 
.at in choos-ing a , profession . ' The question 
should then- be very carefully co.n.sidéred ;
Can 1 succe.ed better a t some other - business 
and what are the chances, that i will 'so - 
succeed? What , is - the' busines's or occupation 
in which 'I -will succeed best? .You have, been 
raised o n . a farm, you know ’all the-in's and 
out's about farming, any other business you 
know noth 'i ng about ". You . will ' have to beg in 
■and learn' again, and it will be a .number -of 
years before you will be' fully .master of any

r

0
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other occupation. Tt will therqioro be '■ 
belter for you to stick' to the farm; you 'arc,., 
or you ought to-be, pretty we11 mas Let ot i L . /

. We know that by the 1870's the i ndns tria 1 f-aa Lion

process was well, underway i ir‘Truro Sevcra 1 lac Lori cs

had opened, thq railway .lines to P.icfou, Halifax and

Central Canada were in use, and the iiillux of indusLria.1

workers had begun. Yet if the articles in the Co'lchestxri

Sun arfe to be taken as a witness, fanritic's were still

expected- to form themselves' along the old l.i n o s a n d  to

have utilitarian rather than sentimental rel a'l i.onshi ps .

• In evidence, however, is the increasing inf ilj.rati on of

the industrial- mindset i'n'to thĉ  houses of peo]tl o ,wlio

had been born or were living on farms. The virtues of

a country upbringing were recogni-zed "by employers in

- town : several adver ti sonients for male scri'vants s]-ioc ,i f i cri
17 -that "one from thé country" would be preIerrêd. .

While articles in the .Colchestqr Sun- give us only - g-----:    .  ̂ -
an . indirect indication of the changes e.xpetiencecl by 

Troro society in the 1870's, the advertisements, '-

'P' -, . especially .those which deal with local concerns-', are

' - ' Imuch more .revealing. -Boarding housekeepers, advert is-' •

ing their ' des i table, features, were apt to include in

their ads that they were .situated near Llie ICR depot ̂ ̂  :
' ■ ' < - . ' - 1 9■çooks and servants for hotels were in increasing demand

■ " . shoemakers, clerks arid teamsters were regularly .sought
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• 2  0  ' ' "  - by employers ̂ . Also in increasing evidence were more

frivolous services: Mrs. A-, MacIntyre, tor ekampie,

was offering lessons, in "Oriental Painting", from her
■ ■ '  ■ ■ ■ 2 ' lhome on Revere Street in 1 877 ' , and Thomas", M a y o , a

local photographer, advertised that he had available
2  2"a sLipcn i or light for taking children's likenesses" •

.Over the course of the next decade, the'pages of 

tlie Ctrl che.s Lei Sun began to reflect the changes in 

l.il,estyle that industrializatiori was bringing to Truro'

citizens- Adve r ti .semen ts asked for "ten girls to learn
23 - -dres-smaki n,y " or "a few, m o r e B o y s  and .Girls .at the

" "  2 ' 4  ' ' ■ ’  ■ ■Peg Factory" . There was less information about agri-

cLiltural production and, perhaps more significantly, ,

■more- advertisements ■ sol 1 i ng the wares of, d.ressm.akers ,

bakers and greengrocêrs - things which rural households'

were expected to produce'for themselves, but which wage

labourers, either through affluence or lack of time,

were, enabled ■ or forced to buy. ' -

Another prominent- 'feature of the Sun by, the 1'880'.s

was the presence of a larg.e number, of advertisements for. ' ,'

patent.medicines, beauty aids and labour-saving devices.

These advertisements usually promoted theTr product’s as

being of'use in the solution of a broad spectrum of

physical, mental, moral, or domestic household problems.

Many 'ofe'thenr we.re, aimed at women. Most of , t h e . ads . •’
. ' ' ' • ' . 

emphasi?,ed the ' fragility of the female'constitution,
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especially when s'ub'lect to overwork. Dr . Pierce's 

Pellets, for exampld,. were especially designed lor 

" 'worn out', run-down, debilitated school teachers,

milliners,, (seâmstr cases , housekeepers- and overworked
■ \ 2 5 ' • ‘women generally" . The role, of 'the women of the

house was clcsor..ihed in an adyortl semen L, di .i ected at 
■

liusbands, whic.h il lust,rated the chaos of a "home ' 

Without a Mother":

The room's in disorder . ' ''
The cat's on the .table .
The ' flower-s tdnd upset, and . the; mis chi el
tp pay; : ' ' , . .
And Johnny is screaming . ■ . •
As loud as he's able; ' • '
For nothing goes right when mamma's 

-, a w a y . ■ ■ ■ . ■ _
What a scene of discomfort, and confusion home 
would be if mamma did'not return. If' your
wife is slowly breaking.down, from a combina­
tion of domestic cares aiid feimiie disorder.s 
make it’ y ou l' first business- to restore h c'r - 

- health. .  ̂ . .

. : Patent medicine ad vert.isements . such . a.s this one. . 

emphasized the'.role of "mamma" ip, the, household. fWherca's 

advice literature .in the Sun of the ,1870's had generally 

.stressed, a woman's role as wife and partner, the 1 itéra- 

türe and adverti.sements pf the 188 0 ' s had assimilated 

the concept of "separate spheres". The .separation of; 

men ' ,s .add women ' s duties and responsibilities was 

especially evident when it came to the rearing .of . ■ -
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• children. ' ' ./.y,,

'J’lie advice J :i Lcratu,re. of the 1-87G's had suggested 

to Sgn readers ways .of integrating children into the 

fo.mi.Iy product .i on unit. Recognizing chi IdhoOd as a 

.separate- stage of life, the literature had nonothq.iess 

suggcsLed that children wore part of adul t society. 

fly the end of tlie- 1880'-s, -.tlio world of the child liad 

been i ncrcasincfly separated front that of the adult.

,Increasingly- directed at mothers rather than lathers, . 

the advice .literature published in the Sun of the 1 880.'s 

and '90''s had to do with practical suggestions about 

Lhe physical, intellectual and moral nurturing o f .the 

clii. Id -.rather than wi th advice -.about the maintenance 

of the family as a. unit. Mothers' who were not a.s 

henvily involved in subsistance production had more 

time to spend with children (the ^in appears to have 

assume.d that women who worked for .a wage .were cither- 

uhmarried or illiterate). The increased -survival rate 

for-small children'as general public health increased 

enabled bonds of -emotion between parents and children 

to be more firmly formed,, 'and as we have seen, family 

size was decreasing throughout the last.hal.f of the 

. nineteenth century, enabling parents, to devote.more 

attention to individual' children'. .'

Children themselves spent an increasing amount of 

time in school. .As early as 1867, the Nova Scotia
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Council of Public Instruction had changed the official 

summer recess from -'a week at. seed lime and a fortnight:

at harvest" to .a three week period at tlie discpotion
■ ■ ■ ■ . 27 • •of the districl inspector of sc 1,1001 s .. ' Children were

I ■ • '
thus separated trout the rhyt.lim cjf work on, the farm.

By 18 95, chi ldre,n who Lived in iIncorporated town^

such as 'I’ruro were obliged to attend school if they

were between the ages of 6 and 16 or as far as grade

seven, gltliouqh the act ocrmi t ted parents to remove

child ron over the age of'/th i rteen ■ " . , .1 if necQs.sitv
'  ̂ ' ' /  ' ' 2 8 ' ' ' 'requires h.ini or her - t-o work " . -

What, kind of/educat ion were cliildren rocci ving- in

school? An examination.of some of the textbooks used

in Nova S^cdStia schools during the last hall o,F the 

19.th, century give.g us some indication of I he values. " 

and ideas that Truro children were bringing into their 

family circles-. •

The surface em[>hasis, of the 191h century.'sciiool 

currictilum Vas on reading-, writing, and speak,ing . 

English clearly, correctly, and with fluency <and ease, 

and ,on being- able to perform practicaf .ari thmatica 1 

calculations. .To these ends, children were exposed' 

to a range o l •literature' by famous authors whose 

works they were expected to ' qiemori ze aVid inri tatc , . a nd 

■ were set a wide variety of matheniaticail problems to 

do with weight and volume, Currency exchange and other

-I" ’■
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su cl I suhjocts. By, IJio 111,60's a stiang coaiponciit of.

natural sc i.citce ' hyicl liccn i n t. reduced i n Lo "t.ex t.liook s

used in Nova Scotia, Heading Book No. V of -the Nova

Sou L i n School Ser.ie;;; included poems and art i cl es

organized under 'the Iteadrnys "Plant's", "The House' We :

lute In" .( referring to. the human body), "The Animal
2 9'.Kjnydom” and - " Hi ids " . Clji.ldren were (Expected to

'use, thb.i-r powers of observation to learn about their'

WO! Id: the sc.ientiiic ap|il i ça 1 i on of natural pii'i ii-

c.i.pl OS to ever yday 1 i l e wa.s ,i ncroas i ng ly ' bet i eved 

.to I're important. . • '

By the IB'/O's-, text.books had begun 'to r-espond 

1,0 •the changes evident .in t.he Nova Scot ian economy.

J . it. Calkin, ju'incipal oi" the Provincial. Normal School 

( j'om 186'9 to 19 0 0, began hi.s elementary g cograph,y ' ■

t ex t book with a'lesson on "Tlie- School Pi srrri ct O!'

-Sec t ion " . 'Tlie 1 i i. st ,i,l 1 us tration showed.a school house 

in a. rural agricultural setting, which Calkin described, 

at length. He follows this, however, with an equally 

.lengthy description of a fishin.g village,' several 

rcsoui'CG-basQcl comiiluni t i ps , '-and ends by describing 

an. urban' school, .setting: '

' : ..■'h '• :n

. ■ In. other parts' of our Province, again,
the children have quite another kind of ''
home. They live in' a town or city.
There are no .fields,, or hills, or'brooks, 
or forests; but-only houses and;shops.
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with narrow st roots he two on them.. - Many 
of the peopj.e are merchants, whose lousi­
ness is Lo buy and scH-; others arc maiur 
facturers, who make Lurni Lure, clot lies, ■
' and many kinds of tirinys; othor.s a.i e ,
printcj's, who jirint books and newspapers'.

'W.R. Mu l.hoJ .1 a n d , whose arithmetic text wçs in use

in '.Nova Scotia school s 1 rom the I860'.s to the l.890';;>,

a 1 so retlccted i.n his les.sons the chanyi.ny woi ld I or

whi ch Ti Lii; o ' s 'scliQol ch i. ] di'on were l.oeing ptepa red ' •

Using local examples. Mu 1 hoi 1 and set prol.Mem's which

increea.s iny 1 y involved' commo.rc i a ]■ t. aa n.iu’c L i ons and

la'j.'cje volumes of produc ts . Umphas i -s was on the acqui 1; : -

ti on and augmentation of persona 1 property nn’d, cont.ra ry

to what we nave obsei'ved to be th'e cayC in 'J'.ruio, men

were the only wage earners whose income was rc-H ec ted
1 1 ' 'in mathematical problems. . ■

By the 18 8 0's Nova Scotia tcxtbocks' ,i 0 f lect the 

agenda of educational, reformer.s, one ol. whoso o!)jec;ts 

wa.p to improve standards of fami ly 1 i fe- and'-hea 1 th 

by, in troduct i ng new ideas to the school-age cliildren, 

of the community. '.the process by means of which I hi s 

might' take plac-e is , i 1 lus t rated in tl'ii.s s t o r y f.i cm Book 

II of the Royal Readers seri ces : .,

■ V  ' t  '■
\ . A Good Example

A poor bay once went to 'a ragged school,
■ \where his face was .wc.l 1 washed. 'When ho
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- \ - . '
■

\
l eLuriicd hoincv ne.i^hbours .looked at
hi m -wi th as tonxi.shmenL .

They said, '\That looks' like Tom 
Rogers , and yet \.i l. can'! l)o, ' Tor he.'is 
-SO cl can . " ■ ■ \  ■
' Pressent ly liis inol her .1 coked'at; hint, 

and sc ci ng -that iiis face .was so c.lean, 
she lanci.od L lia L her own .face wa .s dirty, 
and rox'thw.i,t!i • she washed it'.

The fat Ixer 'soon came home iroiii hi s 
w o r k , and, 'seeing hi.s wife and his son 
so clean, lie though t that his face..was 
d i r ty,- and so he l o 11 owed their example.>  

Father, mother, and son being clean, 
tlio' mother began to think LliaL tlhc-room 
.JookocI dirty; so she went down on her 
knees and scrubbed the floor clean.

a'woman Jived next door. Seeing so 
great a change'in her ncighbour.s, she 
•thought that lier face and he.r- room were 
V e r y ' d i r 1. y ; s o she, too, s j le e d i 1 y s e t 
a 1:1 on t c,l caning thefti.

.Th.i .s Story .shows how two ho uses 'and.
. Ivhei r occupants were made tidy 'and 
comf ortab.1 c, .simply liy ' the example of 
the cl can face of one ragged' s.chool 
boy. . t . .

Children, as well as grown-upi poo- 
pl.c, should a 1 ways set a good example'.'
We never know how much' good may be ' ■ 
done in that way; nor can we tell how  ̂
liaich harm results from à bad example. ■

The sLrat.eg'y of hlfctt.ing the physical and moral 

i mprovonten t of ■society by educating its youngest' members 

won cxpC'cially in evidence in the field of-health educa­

tion. Public health measures were being introduced into 

.Nova Scot in schools by way'.of stories .in the various 

volumes of readers ns early as t’nc 1860's,' but the 

public health movement did not make itself felt in 

the province until much,later. . 'In 1 893 , in- response
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’* 3 4 * . • ■ 'to log is;! at. i on , tho Conncj J ol I’ul.il.i c I ns 11'uc I i on pro-

. ducoci i.wo Hea 11 h Reader.q. The , .1 og i 1 n L i on liacl roquirod

that i5"upil.s be oducal.od about pu.blxc and pe.rsona I lu'a.U li

and -b.yaiene, with spécial .re!c.ronce i.o "... tire naluro

of alcohol.ic-dr.inks and narcol..ics, including tobacco, '
>'r

and .. . to theii a I feet upon the' htjinan sy.stom."' Un-

IjRo 'the ])opulai' teinperance literature', wh.icli tended

to Stress- I he moral- danger's of aleolio.l / II'k - Hea 1 I h ' ■

Ipcaders attelnptcd to. csl.ablj.sli llie need 1 or I cm| e-rencc

on a purely sciontifi'c basis. The "dcicnti ft ca L i on"

ol wl-iat had previously Iroen pi incipa] ] y a mora l issui', ■

i .s .syniho 1 i c of a change whi.ch, while it can lie- demon -

stratod in other aspects of soc j o t y , is cspoc.i ally evi-
.

dent, in school textbooks. . El .l'ici ency -and hog j c had 

become?. iaiiri-1 i a r catchwords, and indu.str'ial metaphors 

•had hejcomc common in descript i ons of the operat ion o t
J

society \as a, whole. "Do;jyoii begi n to see-" .qgcr led the -

Health Reader, "that your body i.s a busy 'workshop whci c

many kinds of :work are be.i'ng done?"'  ̂ - - -

The voice of the prof e s s i o n M  had become audible

in Trirro Family cdrcTes by tire late ,'!B80's. 'fh.o -tani

of. Oct. 2, 1 889, noted the formation ,§if a Mother's

Circle in conjunct.ion wi 1?h the kindergarten of the

Normal Sùhopl. The meeting rcsolvccl:

That the ladJ.es -in connection with Trui ç 
kindergarten"fcdl that mutual help and " :-
counsel may be secured in their maternal
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\ duties by niecLinfj with Miss Twichell
o n c e  a ^ n o n t h .  - -

Mi Hs .‘I’wichcl ] , • evi dent :l y I. hé teachei of the kindergarten,

addressed Ifie gro.up of mothers at some length in the
3 7CoLir.se o( Llie me el.ing.'

.
By the end-of the 19 tli century, the school had 

assumed mos t .ol c/die ednca't. i ona 1 functions' in n chi'ld's

l i fe. Wiien .s.chool was not .in session, chi-1 dren ̂ were 

expected to rather than s\>end most of Llieir time

.working. "The time will soon come", commented "Observer" 

in- the Sun' of July 10, 1880: .

who.n our schools will have their annual ' 
simuiie). vacations, -'rhis 'moans a few weeks _■

' ' oi. rest, recreation and change- for the
teacher ns well as a generally pleasant 
time for the pupils. .My advice to the ■ 
pupi I s would-be take all the fun and .good- ' »
times that you .can get duri ng ._ the"'vaca- 
t i on ; and then, r-ef reshcd^and invigorated, 
go back Lo' school i ■

Advort'ls'enionts ■ for toys, books and other child- 

.oruonled products stressed tlie importance of cliildren 

to the emotional wel I-being .of married couples. Empha. 

was placed on the physical- a'.nd mental, pel 1-being of the 

child rather than on the economic survival of the family 

as a whole. Children's periodicals vere.regularly adver-- 

tisod^in the Colchester S u n . They"carried such titles as 

Our. -.Id ttle Ones,- Little Men and. Women f and Baby land. The 

last-named was .specifically aimed at children of from .six
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months l:o six yearé of ago.. It cvjcienLIy assumed that 

women would have leisure time to spend amusing their 

children. "The baby"., its advor t'l semen t s pi oc.ln i mod , ,

is the ruler of the liuusehol.d, and as is 
befitting, " B a b y l a n d i s  the officia 1 organ 
of the baby's kingdom. ' It is-a charming 
little monthly'of 8 page's filled.with pi c- 
tures to. please'a baby's eye, and little 

• jingles and stories to please his ear.

Th.at the citizens of Truro had begun 'to distance 

themselves from their rural roots is evident from an 

excerpt from the New York Herald, wh.icIi wa.s published ■ 

in the Sjjn of Sep tomber 6, 1 893. Tlie article 6 on Co r ncd

the welfare of children who were vacationing in the' 

-country, implying that country li f.e was now an unfamiliar 

ting. "The little ories" it directed, ' ' .

should n'pt' be allowed out. o f  doors in Lhe 
very early 'niorning, before .the world is 
we.ll aired and while tlie nfi.st.s still clincj 
closely to the earth's surface. They should 
come in at 'night before 'the dew b.egins' to 
fall or the. .chill to . settle , upon the air;. 
When'they go out in the wet grass their 
feet should be protected by ' ovûrshoe'.s, and 
■they should be warned never to sit down on ' 
the damp ground even for a moment. When 
the sun is at its hottest in the middle of 
the day, they ̂ sho'ulcl be ke]rt o u t . of 'i ts 
d irect. rays . ' ' ;

•.Children whose family litestyl-c obliged them t'o be out

\
. \
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early and- .lale. Lend ing to .1 .i ve stock nnci who,, in the 

harvest .season, must.be out in .the heat of the day 

working w.i Lh Lhe.i r Tamil ie.s, did not enter the cons id- 

or a tJ on of the New York Herald. The publication of 

Llio arl icle iVi the Colchester Sun is an indication that . 

in an urban setting children were, not expected to be '■ 

cpinpe.l 1 ed :i nto riskihg tliei.r health Tor the sake of 

tlie'ir (aniily's 1 :i ve lii hood .  ̂ .

As outs.ide i'ntcre.s.Ls, .su.ch as the educational ■ 

system for children, or ' the factory for men, took over 

some of; -the utilitarian functions pf family- life, the 

proLectivo, emotional.' functions of ' the family gained' 

i net cas i ng prominence. This is evident 'even in such 

f r.i vol'ous, arenas as newspaper f iction . ' In "-'the Wi f e 

Tamer", a humourous story published in the Sun of '

•Jan. 3, 1877, a rich widow and a young doctor marry- for

'purely utilitarian purposes: .... he wanted a. rich wife;,

as to her, she was anxious to leave her w i d o w 's ■weeds
• /j 1

and go into society again." : "hermia ''s Hou sec lean ing" ,

published in the Sun of M.ay 1 6 , 1 877 , is a .rehash of.

t.ho M a r t h a - à h d - M a r y bible sto.ry , with the' "Ma.rtha."

f .i'guro - practical , sensible' llermia - getting a- husband
. ., ■ ' ■ ■ - L ■ 4 2rather than the cultured, frivolous "Mary" figure.

'The.se stories- conclude gn a single issue:' they .are .short,

and to the point-. The, sprial stories of .the 1 880's,

on the other, h a n d , o.ften continu.ed for months.’ 'They
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.featured ' protracteçl emotional di lemmas , of ten, preci.i cated 

on a silvg-lc character, flaw. The standard ending proscnlcd 

a scene of repent o n c e , cither on - à doaLlibod. or .in some 

sort of 'Confrontation scene, after which t.h.c of fonder 

was we.1.corned back .( someti mes pos thumousl y ) into fhe 

bosom of', a family or a spouse. Some of those s d r i a 1 s . 

were placed, within tlie co.ntcxf oT the tempercnco movement, 

whose motivating i dea l,s included Idie strengthen ing of 

family life by the removal of alcoholic tempi.at ion. Ttie - . 

newspaper fiction publ i shed in, the Sun, of f he 1 870,'s' 

tended to reflect 'real or at lea.st. semi-pl ausiblc 

situati.ons and .events. By the 1890's, stories 'usually 

, centered around at least one wealthy and/or titled 

character, often contrasted wi th a poor but spi.ritually 

noble person.. - ' .

I n ‘March of 1891, Truronian.s saw publication of a

•second local paper. The.Truro Daily News was devoted

almost exclusively to the activities and interest.s of

the town ' of Truro f agricultural stati.stics, rural,. ' ■
..

life-style articles and, social news from out-side of 

town' formed- only a miniscule par t of ,it.s coverage. The 

advent of- the Truro Daily News might Jaq taken as a .

symbol of the narrowing focus of' Truro's interest. 

•Truronians perceived,.themselves to be' citizens of a ' 

.prosperous, attractive, modern industrial town, with 

-excellent- public utilities., the, best in ed'ucational
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i.nS'ti t.:u1:iqns , and à ] 1 otiier, 'ap[)ropr.i ate aijienities.
/ ' :

.They wej-c..’pro-ud of the.i r town, and proud of', tlie kind 

of ,socioty ■ t lie town contained. . Tlie spirit of booster.ism 

had I'tenetraLed -even, to the local elementary .schools 

where marks and attendance wor.e matters, of fierce compc- 

. ti t ion ; 3'J'he .Truro of the 1870's, where work for.children 

wa.u as i mportant ns study, had'been replaced in the 189 0 's 

by - a town where-the rightful, and indeed lawful employ ol 

(dii-1 dren was to bo in school,- and who,re Lhe duty of 

parents was to procure for their offspring a sheltered 

a nd happy childhood. Women, now frequently employed.

- outside of ■their homes for at least some part of their 

li.vaes, drad become targets of extensive advertising cam­

paigns for -|hroducts proportedly designed' to ease tbit 

strain of evei'yday life'. Men's interests were being 

focussed on business, politics and appropriate recrea­

tion which was to/ be .pur.sued in the leisure time newly 

available as a result q I' the 'ability to escape from the 

demands of, agricultural pursuits. - ,

What had the ' home become, in the eye.s o f  Truro ■ 

society? Reverend 'J.Di Talmagc, an American minister' 

whose sermons were.regularly published at length in 

Truro p a p e r s p a i n t e d  tliis glowing picture of the 'joys 

of a happy home : ' . ■
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WIiaL care you. for the hard knocks in the 
world as long as you have a br.ight domes­
tic. circle. 1 or harbour ! 0 nn ch'ecr f u L wo rd
.in the e.ycnlng tide as you come i n h.as 
silenced Lhe clamor of. unpaid no tes and Llic- 
disappointment of poor investments. Your 
table may be quite 1 ruga 11 y '.spread but it, 
seems more beau ti f ui Lo you-than many la!.) .les 
that smoke with, venison and blush with 
Burgundy. . l^eace meets you. at Lhe door, si ts 
beside you at the table, liglits up t.he oven- 
.i ng stand, and sings in the nursery. You' 
have seen an'aged couple who for scores of 
years have helped each other, on in 1 .i fe'.s 
pilgrimage going down the steep of years. 
.hong association -has made thorn much alike. 
'They ■ rejoiced at l.he same advent , they bent 
over the same cradle, they wept at the .same 
grave. !n the evening the^y si t q u i d  1 y 
thinking of the pa.st, moi.lier kni tting aL the 
stand, father in hits a.rm bhair ah' the- fire.

Safe from thç- pressures, of busi ne.y.s, men cou.l d be 

regenerated for then: -contiriued struggle witii the world 

of work; Children-, educated and disci pi i nod by pro­

fessional .9 in the outside world. Could find love and 

nurture abundantly provided .by a woman whose ma terna 1 

duties were themselves .bei.tig increasingly focus bed and 

professionalized. An ora of increasing speciali za t i on 

in the social and - economic spheres, the 'memliers of 

f am.riles were being scie'ntif ical l.y prepared for tlioir 

special functions: -



1 4 1

I-'o d i . n o Le.s -  C h a p t e r  5

For a di scussion of how and wliy -this took place, 
sec Cht i .‘it opher. hasch , navcn'in a licàrtl css' World; The ■ 
l‘'nin.i ly ÿc%.i e g e d , (New' York : Basie Books, Inc., 1 979)..
c.spec.fa 11 y chai’̂t.cr 1, "Social Pathologists-£ind tlie 
Socia lisa Lion o.f .Reproduction"'. .

■ 'Terry Wh.i te, op. d i t .

3 ■ ' ■ 'The Norma l School.'Opened its, doo.r-s in 18-57; the
School of Agr.i cul t o r e , at first a part of thp Normal
School , became, a separate establ i.shment in 18.88.

/j - -.. Trutq' .served as the market town for a sizeable 
area , including Northern.Colchester and Eastern' Halifax.■ 
Counties. . The Truro Weakly- News, which began publication 
in pylili.shed social .news and business advertisements for. ,. 
much of Eastern Nova Scotia".

5 • ■ ' •j nc]tud i ng . thé. Stanfield Woolen Mill, which" ip still
a major omployej in .Truro.

For the .situation in Amherst see^ Nolan Reilly,' ''The ' 
Origins of .the Amherst Général Strike", (unpublished 
paper presq.nLed- at C!!A) June 1 977) . ' - "

Paul Ru til e.r ford , A Viq.torian Authority': thof' daily
lu.css in late n inetcenth-céntury Canada, (Toronto: 
University of Torontç Press, 1 982), p.'. 155. . '

i; ' ' " . . -
Gertrude E.N. Tratt, A Survey and bi sting of Nova. 

Scotia Newspapers', 17 52-1957", (Halifax: DalhoUsic
University School of Library Servi cG , 1979) , pp. 1 03- 1 04 ."

' See Colphester S u n , Fell. 7, .1877,- p. 2, col." 2, "The' 
American Last Factory", and July 18, 187.7, -p. 2, c o l . 4,
"Goodwill id's Sawmi'l'l " . ...

1 0 ' ' . • • '" . JUly 18," 1 877 ,.p. 2, col. 2; Aug. 1 ,- 1 877, p:" 2,
col." 2-3; Aug. 29, '1 877 , p. 2, col. 2-3;. Sopt". 5, 1 877, .
p . 2,' col.' 2. .. . : ,

1 1 ' . . 41 .- • .
Sun, July.1 8, 1 877, p. 2, col. 2.. , . '
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12-' ■ ■ - Sun ̂ Feb. 6, 1 874, p. /4 , col.' I. (.,r.eprinLed , f rom
Rural New Yorker ,• n . d . ) ■ ’ ■ ' . '

 ̂̂ S u n , Pet. 1 7, 1877, p. ,1> col. 8. . .

'̂"1 4 ' . . . .  •■ ■ ■
1 bld.. '■r/#;

1 S ’ • ■Su n ,- Jan. 30', 1878,. p. 1, en)-. 7. . - . '

l'6 ' ' 1 .S un, Jan. .24 , 1 877 ,, p. .'!,.coJ. 3.

 ̂̂  S u n', April 3, 18 7 8, p. 2,- col". 0; June 2'7, .1888,
p . 2, col .' 8, S . ^

1 A ■ '
Sun, Nov. 7/ 187 7/ p. 3, c o l ..37

- ", ■ 'S u n , Jnn . 3, 1 877, p. 3, col’. 2; May 2 / 1 87 7 ,
p . 3, ■c o l . 1 .

■ 20 • ' •- Sun-, Nov. 21 , 1 877, p. 3, col. 3; Ücc. 3, 1877,'
p.. 3, col . 3; F'c'b- .13,. 1878,- p. 3, col 7 4. -

Oct. 25, 1877,' p-. 3, -col. 3'. . . i

^Sun , ' Jan . 3 , 1 877 , . p . 1 , col . 8 . ■

2 3 

24

S un, May 9 7 1.8 8È, p. 3, col,.' 2. -■ ■ J

J b:i d . , p . , 4 , col -. 2 .

25,Sun , Sept". 7, 1887, [;. 4, col : 5 _
/ ■ ■ ■ ■

/ 7 r ' * *■'
S un . Dec,'. 17,'- l'890', p .. 1, c o l .  ' 3 . .

27 ’ ■ ' • ' -". ' Nova Scotia, Journal ol Eduçat.i\on-, Jiply 18,64, p. 125.

2 8 ' ' ' J ' 'Statute.q : of Nova Scotia , 1 895', cl sect. 84.

29 ' - ’Nova Scotia School Series,: Reading Dock '3, (Halifax:
A. and W. MacKinley, 1 866), title p a g e . ■ , , . , '
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3 0 ■. 0 . Ca I kin, 'The World:, an introductory Geography,
■ ,( l!a,l X fax : A.,and W. MacKinley, 1 876), pp. 7-8. ■ 7

 ̂W . I!. M u 1 h Ô1 1 a n ci, The men ta ry Arithmetic (4 th Ed ) , 
(llalilax: A.'.and W. MacKinïey, 1 873).

'Royal Reader Book 2 , (Halifax: A. and,M. MacKinley,
1881 ) , pp.' 1 36^737? ■ ■ , ■ \  , • ■- ■ ,

3 3 ■ 'For a reference, to the .situation in Ontario see
Nei1■Sutherland, "To Create-n Strong and Healthy Race :
School. Children, in ‘;i'he Public Health Movement, 1 880-1 9 14"
in S . F.. D . Sliortt, Medici no - in Canadian .Society: Historical
Perspec. ti v'es , (Montreal: McGil 1-Quccns University Press,'
198Î).. " ' \

^^Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1 892, Chaf)te.r 54, "An Act to 
Provide for the More Thorough. Study in ' the . Public School .s 
ol the Ef.fccts of Alcohol ic-.Drinks on t.he Human System,". .

35 ■ .' ., Hea 1 th Reader. .1, (Halifax: T'. C . Allen and Co.,
, n8ü^), p X.' ' ' ' .

 ̂1 bi d . ., p . 3 4.' i

37 - ' , - . '
' ' Oct. , 2, 1 089, p. 2, col. 3.

3 8 ■ ' ■ - ’ ■ - ' , '■ - ' 8u n , July 10, 1889, p . 1, c o l ..3.

- ■ h 9  ' ' ■ ■ ■  ̂ : ' ..Sept: 3,.1 888, p. 2,'Col. 6.-'

'^Suix, Sept. 6, 1893, p., 3, col . 3. - ,

A 1 , 4  < . '
Sun, J a n . .3 , 1.877, p.. 1, col., 1 -3.

tSun, May. 1 6 , 1 87 4,. p. -I',."col. 3-,4. ' . ^

4 3 -  ’ ■ . ' -.. ' Push (op. cit) ..noted perfect attcndence .records, '
success in spelling bees and the success of 'various -schools,

■' in selling -copies of the periodicals. • -

Ta Image, "Samson's Lost Strength" in - S u n ,,, ,
. Oct.- 2,' 1 889 , pH"l, col. 1-4. . '
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Wlrat do we now .know about Truro's f ami 1 i os and how ' •

they lived their lives in the closing years of the 19th 

century? We ha ve . d i scovered t ha I , if Truro' is, a re pro - 

^sentntive case, the i nd g s tr i a 1 i z ci I i. oh process had signi­

ficant social rami li cat.̂ .dn-.s ; as Well as the more obvious 

economic rami f i cations,, i| Cpr tlie people of Nova Scotia.

The timing of" important' dcjnogrnphrc events, .sucii as 

marr-iage and the birth - of. Children, had always beep tied 

to the ability ol men to provide economic support for 

the'women the'y married and the children they -i a tliered ; • 

the increased .availability oI a steady wage m'ade it ' ■■

possible for men to become economically i ndepcndent at .

an earlier age than had been po.ssibTe in a rural economy.

Children, on the other hand , liad become ,aii 'inve.stmen t
: ■ . .

' ill the future rather than an- asset in the p re sont: it ’

became an advantage .tO'have fewer cliildreo and to 'nurture

them more catefully. Women's lives had become increasingly
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ '■ • . ■ ' ■ polsfrizedp the- world" oJ w«,ged work had become moj'o readily

available to them-, but tlie'pressure to immerse themselves
■ ' ' ■ c . ' ''-in the. .separate sphere of the domestic world had

strengthened as -well. ' ’ . '
° ‘ • J

What did. .all th'i.s mean for families?'' We can sec "a

pattern of change, in which the family, from being' as much '■

. ' ■' ' 144 1 '
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a 'u I 1 1 i L/n i an economic uhaI ay a son L imonta 1 i nsti tu Li on ,
- I , ■ .

had, by Che end-' of ’ Che 19th century been ti-ans [ormed into 

a - spec 1 a 1 ized unn t to’ ometiona11 y and morally replenish 

its mombei as J'oi the s L r\.iycj 1 e with l;lio oulaside world.- We 

can recognize, however; that the boundaries of family 

];fe, jn Truro -at least, wore not as narrow as a surve'y 

ol any onc\ year's census ahytraci s might, indicate. 

Strategies tor the support and maintenance of Irin va r i ral 

with the Cl rcunis t a nces iii which families found them- 

selvi’H. The rittraclion of industrial con I re.s . ̂l,i ke 

Trirro 1er mig r^git f ami 1 i (is and i nd i v i dua I s mean t Clitif 

1 ami 1 y ties-were made I cmiou.s by distance: ■ as those? - , 

migrants made root-s' in their new homes, expand i nc/ 

q-ene r at ion s reproduced I hi? faiiii 1 i a r . ' f am i 1 y net.work in 

tiu'ii' own commun 1 L y . _ ■

The re.s.pori.sc qJi 'ltru.ro fami lies f.o tlie changes in 

ghCir world reflected/ in thei.r tinii'ng, the pccu.l iar i- 

l ids oi the rog i onaI experience. The nature of those 

responses, however,%was shaped by a knowledge of how 

peo[ile el.sewhere had dealt with 'similar' social and 

economic- changes . The people of. '.Fru.ro and other 

i ndgs Lria l i za i  ng N o v a .Scotia"Communities did not have 

'to crcaL.c an indust.rial culture from scratch. Newspapers, 

novels, educational material' and even sermons, imported 

ci ther di rectly or in form f rom American and B.ritish 

sources, art icul atifd the ideology of science 'and industry'

-
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as i l appiif-'d l,o coninuinii.y and I'ami 1 y '1 i Cc— and l.lu'y

had begun Lo appear in Nova Scotia long ho 1ore the

industrial deve J.opinen i of Lite p ro v .i ncu had cointacn ci-'cJ .

In t.his thesis we have addressed questions about

family life as they apydy specifically to the people

of. Tniro. Wo might, by .extrapola L i o n , apply out

findings to commun i tic.s such as Amtioi as t , Pi.ct.ou, Mono I on

and other .Maritime communit.ies whIch wore caught, noein> .

the wave of indust ria.l development: tiiat. character i/.ivl

the' region's economy -in the 1 8 8 0 ’s and '’90'.s. The) c

a 1.0 , howevei', a number of questions wii i ch cannot lie

add res sod hei'C. J.f wo ni.a.' to undci's Land the way our.

■ ' re-g ion a 1 c lia .ract.or has I icon created, wo mil s t. not

depend exclusively on urban industrial centers for o u r̂

understanding of family and commun iti y life. The ruiv-il

communities which, in t.he 19th century, conta.ined- the' y

majority of the region's popu la t ion a l.so res pond (_'d .to

the .stimulus of economic and social change. T l ieyLoo,
■ ■ ■ V

read the American .papers : their >“elativcs, wi iting

A" %rom Halifax, Boston and To iront o , told ol 'the ways -in .

f which their lives'had changed as the resul t of 'bc.ing

exposed to indust.rial ideology and tlie urban 1 .1 f e s I y 1 e .

Communities like the Truro of the 1880's and ' 90'.s 

marked the boundaries along^which the urban' and the rural 

lifestyles met. Surrounded by agricultural communities, ' 

Truro was full of people who had come from .the farm to
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• work'j'n the -city. ')‘licsc people did not come ho town 

wjtdi.only the cloLhec Lliey sLood u[) in: tliey. brought

cultural baggage wliich furnished their lives wrtJi . '

.eypcctal.i ons and duties. ' _

We have talked in th.is llics.is ahoui. 1 he cyles n 1 

I ami 1 y !. ife,'and the imporlance of examining families 

over time rat.hcr that at .static points, in ft ici r lives. 

Ironically, the .a va i lalile source mat or ia 1 has allowed 

IIS Lo exaiiti no the pedp] e of 'Jiruro onl y du.ring the, ri.se 

of industry in the region and not during ,i ts , dec] i no 

.If rami 1 y mcnilaers .called upon each other during times 

ol social and economic cr isis, -we mi.ghl expect a 

sLveng then j'ng of f ami hy. tr os . as the region's economy 

. declined. Conv-CMsel y , as'the social wel f are .system 

i nor cas i ng.ly assumed what had 'prev i otrs 1 y been family 

ro.spO\i.si l)j li ti OS , the strength Of family, ties mug ht bo 

expected to.diminish. Here in the Maritimes, it is said, 

kin.ship networks have remained strong: it is supposed

' to be one of our regional charac.beristic^s. fixa mining : 

the roots .'of this strong sense of family, and- it social 

and economic fuiiction in the past as well as the present,' 

mi girt give us .some index with which ' to measure the 

developmcnt of the invisible economy which is ‘sometimes ■

. labelled "subsi stance" , " s.cmi- proletariani zed" or ^

occuitr tio.na.1 1 y .plural,^ , bi.it which, bÿ any name, has to do 

wxth the business of making a life and living in the ‘
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Pool n o t e G -Con c I u s j. on

See R. James- Sacouman', "IJnderdevelopmonL and the 
Structural origins of Anligonish Co-operative Movements 
in Pastern Nova Scotia",, in Acad i ensi.s, vol. 7, if.1 , 1977

'ill. L.n. McCann ol Mount Allison dni versl ty ' s
tjoog/aj.iliy clcpa i" Linen t , has used I he phrase "occupational 
pi urn 1 i sm" in several as-ye.t un].)ubl i shoîd papers.
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