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Abstracts

< W . ,‘ 1’ »"
The Regpeonse.of Truro's Familicds. To Lgonomic : N
and Social Change: . A Nova ScotiamyCommunity,/ o R
1861 — 18971 . ‘ ’ VR

— Mary E]]ﬂnerlghL : - :

* . ’ < Submitted Decembov ‘, 1986

This thesis 1s a micro-study of the community of
) : , E : ce s —
Truro, Nova Scotia, during apeviod of vapid econcwmic
. . ' ] v "
change. Truro, in common with other Nova Scotian communi-

ties, experienced ecovbomic and social uphcaval in the last
guarter of the 19th century. "The thesis examines the ways _ .

in which the familics of Truvo vesponded to thbir.chgnging

«

ecconomic und social circumstances. Using census and

other staltistical material, family papecrs and ‘didriceks, and

»

the local newspaper, the thesis attompls Lo examing fami-

lies Erqm both a domogréphic pcrspecbiﬂg‘and from a per-
sﬁoctive which takes into_accodht Lhe émotions,Lokpééta— . o ’
“tions and perceptions of individual Tamily mcﬁbe?s. s
also suggests diréction§ for £hé LUrLHer Qiplofatién ol ‘
fdmilymjife in the Ma%itimb provinces as aﬁha{d Lo ' f"~' ) .

.prbvidinq'a betterldnderétanding'of the role o families ‘ L.

in the ccongmic and social history of the region.




_Acknowledgments _ L o B

I have discovered that thdsis-writing is a.colleclive

\\ undertaking:  one person writes and everyone else cheers.

L4 . - .

]_woula Yike to take this oppbriunity to thank som¢ of thd
people--who chéered lor mo.

o o ¢ -.First of all, 1 would like e thank thevstaff'bf the e

Public Archives -of Nova Scotia. -They provided their 3
' ’ R , [ . . .

usual competent and enthusiastic profeassional assistance:

were tole

as fellow cmployees, they rant. of my freguent

lapscs on "archives time' into, the world of academia:

s h —_—. - o e i

as tfiends,‘(hey hévq, indlividually and collectively, - .

N © provided gvery kind of support .and adviqeL T would
1 . - especially like to mdnki@n the late Dx. Phyllis Blakeley.

- c ) ‘- - ' N
She was the one whoe sugges

ed that 1 begin work on a

: master's degree, and she. encouraged me throughout my
: B - . . ’ . . :
years of coursework and thesis work. .1 am sorry she
N . .“ - M N ' .

did not live to see me- finish. ' T 7

Another great source ol adviee -and inspiration has

been -the community of graduate students who were in

A

residence at PANS. They' shared articles’, source refercncces,
and many digscussions over cofflee and other bevera@es,anda

provided sympathy and moral support at'crucial stages. 1 . = . - ;

.

would like to mention particularly here Terry White and

Michaéi“Smith of the ACS program at st. Mary'é;“Robert




lLhesis. T would like also to thark thom Eo! Lhelr

Tpatiencn.

.temperament. and providing food  and shelter [or mysce] I‘f
. . - . - . . R e

and my two cats. My good {riend, Kaven Smith, went

me and providing moral - ‘and financial - support.

Without her 1 wmight not have [(inished this thesis.

to -me; one {rom which 1 ‘have ncve§<ro¢©bercd. 1 studied-

. - { : - . .
. ' 114
¢ D S
MacKinnon and Debi McNabb of UBC's geography department,

N .

Jahet Guillord fxom-fhe history depavtment at Dalhousic

and Dianc Tye from the (olklore department at Memorial .

My thesis advisor, Dr. Colin Howell, and my readers,

Dr. John Reid:and Dr. Richard Twomby,  provided usciual

criticisms ‘which helped to shape .the {inal form of this

v

My parents gaw ﬂe through tha linal pbascs of the
. ’ : o

‘thesis-writihg process, dealing with my. uncertain’ R

.

"bheyond the ¢call of [friendship in opening her home Lo

.
> Al

e

.

Tina Parsons. iyped most .of the early'dga{Ls.from my Co.
appalling handwriting. ~To all of these poople, my .

enduring gratitude.

When 1 was ﬁbuut\ploven, 1'discov¢fedAthét my

had -been written hp in. the "Miller® Book",

anceslLors
owrr lacal County history. . Tho realization that veal

human beings inhabited the past came as a revelalion

history in university, and was then. fortunate ¢nough. to

get 'a job at the Public.Archivés of N0va'ScoLia. _Dy}jng‘

my years at PANS, T was exposed, daylﬁfter day, to .the . . »

. v y E * . . 5




B » . f
. .
S .
i 7 -
N
. "
geg -
] T -
> N
' . . M .
1

world of gencalogical rescarch. s I helped to recon-
struct families of the past, 1 becdme

L o N , e e
patterns within the endless varviely of andividual

family ecxperiences, and it ig from this awareness ULhat

) .sbrung.f 1 Wwould like, if I ﬁay,'to

my tLhesis has
A .

“thank the

) . . N
genealogists, .and to delCﬂLQ-BQ]$ thesis
’ ’ N . .

o thom.

N
& 1
'
§
o
I
s -
.
£
. -
.
. ‘
. . .
.
'
.
‘- 1
'
. «
Y b s
..
.
o . )
. . f
\
* - . 1
. .
!
. K
. N . .
f s . LI .
. N 9 )
i s s .
Lo Ly ' \ R
A3 ¢ ) "

»

aware of broader .

iv

A,




Cormed the philosopbies, aims*and activitics of a-wide’

CHAPTER 1 L

The Study of Familics

- ~ o ~ -

i

Familics have historically lormed one of the basas

- 2
-

?‘O’f soc?_ety. 'i‘!jmeir Structure and function both reflect
and affectlthe operagioh éf socipty on a larger scnlé}
They have baeen onc of Lhe-prigqudi.agentﬁ OPVLUC phy~i'
sical, socia]iana econémic reproductién of hdmaniL?: N

and ideas about what families should be, what  they

should do and cven who they should contain have in-

spoectrum of social agencies and instilulions.
N A vast and growing ‘literature exists on Uhe- study

B

of families in tﬁe past. Historians hAQé #pploqchwd
the subject f(rom ﬁany‘directioﬁs= Atﬁ&mpts'havc bcén
made to define the dcmégraphic'boundariesiof'boLh ihoh : oL
. ) N . . . . . . : N
Iqmily'and that ‘group ol people, comprdsing‘kin and non-
kin, which ﬁaé_ﬁgen;éﬁllca a 'hﬁus@hélﬁ'ﬁ Jther researeh ;
has cxamined .the cmotional bdundarids of [antily Jgr@f
Aﬁother;body of resqaLph Haé attdmpted to integratle |
; . o Ta '
more explicitiy ﬁhe ccohomic and éqcial activiﬁibs of
famj]y']ifé into ﬁho~ccénomicEand_socialuhctiviti@$ . _ o
of the wider comﬁunity.' R . . . _:.. ‘ .‘f
jas we . aré to dgderstaﬁd the forces which éfeatqd o  : _




A W)

W L2

. ) R . )
and Sshaped individual lives in the fpast, we must examine

families Trom all directions. SWe must know who o tTho

- . . . : o ! T . . o
famply contained, when and on’whal basis gfdmission and

. . ) ‘m
slavtus were granted within the

family civele, and what

- - [ . - . -€-A o> . - '
was oxpected of family-1ife, both economically and
socially, by both family membefis and tthe oulside world.

How can wo understand how Yamilies operated in the

"past?  The scope of material available for examination

1s- {righteningly broad. In addition, ecach person brings

to ,the study of family history a subjeclive understand-

ing of the structure, function and history of his or
hey own family. Woe take itnﬁor,granL@djthat; with .some
Jgnternal variation,.-all family structures are very muach

Jike our own, which usually includes a.mother, a father
”phﬁ'onc_or move. children, all living, at aqoe time or =--—

another, under a single roof. Therc' is a genaral per=.
ception that this lawmily patiern was nol always the
same:  that at one time scveral gconerations, members

of one family, lived and worked together in one domestic

economic unit, and, that close relations, - living nearby,
provided aid and assistance to cach other wben necessary.

Therve i1s sowme. popular understanding that societal pres-
sures such as the abandonment ol the subgistance Farm

| SR . .
and the availability of wage work, caused the disrupticn

:

of family life, .and this is perccived. to be an unfor-
tunate occurance. - -
' L3
/' t St '
, ) N - s 1 H .
Ve N ‘0 s > . t
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Much of the litoraLer.which dcals wj; Lh th study

of Tamilies in the past has at 1ts rool a desire to

“dxamine and ‘atadluate Lhis received wisdom. | Scholars.

have examined the structure and {unction of families

"historical study of the family and presents some pre-=

Lost (1965) in

and- Lamily life-in ordev to test these popular theorices,
and have in many'cascs come Lo conclusions Mihﬂy\xNU~
cally revise the way we see familiecsg in the past.

Such i1s the case with the work of Peter Lasleott.
SN e " _ . - _ '
Laslett was the first English-~language scholar Lo

"digcover® the deﬁégréphic appréa&h fo thé study ol
families in the past.- lHis work, and that Qf:thé
Camhr;dge Crpnp Foflﬁpudies'in<Edbuiafipn with which
he hés been q]osoly-associatod, hag Jaid out Lhe ﬁyq
noww almost universally accepted physical boundarics .
OT'Lhe famiyy_in what -he broadl; terms ”Wcéhernv
Eﬁrope“_]s (Ue.Jatef narrows these geographical
boundériqs to Lhe Briﬁish Isles, Lrénco'and.Scaﬁdjn—

s

avia; we might cxtrapolate to include those parts of

2

North America which-were-colonised by -those countries.’)

Laslétt's two principal works are The World We Have

which he. lays out the rationale for. Lhe

«

"t

1iminary_findings, and Family Life and Illicit lLove jin

| . : \

éériier-genérations (1977), in. which he consolidates

.and more carefully documents his original work.

t, Laslétt sets about, not.

* 3

D In The World We Have:Los
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specifically to.examine the Lamily but " o write
“oul in a straightforward way the introductory facts
’ ' ’ ) ) -

. . _ o _ . ‘ . i
about .the ‘structure of English society ‘as it waspefore

the 1ndustwia]'RQvoJutjén"j? He‘yejccts Lhe notion of

a single cause-changes in the mode of production=for
the changes in people's lives which took place in Eng- ~
land in the cighteenth century. "Wecan now. begin",

he suggests, "to look. upon indysirializatlilon as a series,
39 S8 Us, . .

)
Yol modifications which took place in the lives of very
large numbersof individval communities ... not.a'éiﬁglé

’ L3 - -7 - . .
process. at alll! . N
Lasletly argues that the fundamental change came

o ., o . . B ‘ ' .
in the relationship between family and society, and that

the changing boundaries ol that re¢lationship, shaped the

reactions ol individuals and groups to their changing

worltl. He.characterizes "the world we have lost" “as

I

having beer 1if§ iived on a human scale - small gatﬁeg—
ings in Sm&]]'buiiﬂangé, little coptinuity'bGYORQ‘thc
indiyidual lifespan in‘eitﬁcr business or fqmi]y'féld*
,Lionsi .JTimoiwés", he muéés,ﬂ"When the whéle%b} Jife.
wént forward in-theAﬂamiin in a circlé of.lovcd and
fﬁﬁiliqr Tacés},khown'and andleé—@bjects,'allAtQ.humqn
Siie; Phat time has éoné-ﬂéréver.”4 B ”
| ‘Laslettfs most useful cohﬁributibn.{o therstuay_éf
Eami}fo§ in the ﬁast has_beeﬁ his.¥evo]utionarylFihdfngs

: ) e . . . L t . v o
about demographit structures. Contrary to conventional

« )



wisdom and-edtablisticed myth, Lasletgt 1swable to document, - o
N - C : : . |
. Tor ngland at least, “the presence of an overwhelming o

prepondeyence of nuclear [amilies - in the pre-industrial

period. The lamily was almost exclusively nuclear -

indeed, - "nucldar capabiliyy"; that\is['thc abilily to

sct o up a geparate houschold, was a precoundition: of

marriage in pre-industrial society. Several discover-. : i

,
U

“ies follow -from this. PFirst of all, age at first

1

marriage was high. People who got married where

older, certainly very much older in relation Lo their

’ . S 5 A . .
expectation of life." Women were in Lheir mid 20's,

-

men were neaving 30, and a sizeable proportion never

1

married at all. The ncecessity ol being able to support
. ) , .

[

one's own.houschold and the resulting delay in-marxylng .

;o created a’large group of ‘dislotated men and women, no- .

.

longer-'children but not, by their saciety's-definilions,
in a position to be called adults. These dislocated - K

persons form the pépulation whicli creates Laslett's
sccond long—-term trend: the presence in most house-

N B

holds of non-family menbers as servants. This.mighl®

. . make . for large houscholds, but, as’a result of late
. ¢

marriage and the probable early deéth of at-lcast one

L ; !
partner, actual families wercd small.’ Women -bore an

. ‘average ol [ive children; perhaps two of these died.
We.ﬁave'here-g much different familyi%tructure than

tonventional wisdom supposes,

i > - bt
.

smallcery - older, full ol

o
' . .

<
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strangers. PFor Laslelt's pUlDOHLS household composi-
tion s lamily composiiion. The communal nature of

. . ‘ : z "
socicty lived ,"on a human scale" blurs Ll? boundaries

bchecﬁ kin and onl iders, and theroby 11m1n*5hos t.he,
loyvalires oJ, ¢ey,'children to non#residont‘parcdtgi

Lasletl's pxoc]amaLion-gf “he ﬂ0m1nanho of nucleat

Jamily 5tructu1os;udnd hlﬁ\gm)hagav on Jomogxaph1c

data as the only way to sec’ "Lhe Lr,u'Lh" about fam] ly
1ife dn the past, spawned a-host of critiques. [Thesce

criligues have noted scveral flaws in Laslott's

approach. Perhaps-the most serious of these. {laws 1s

his neglect of the idea'of process in the formation of, .

familices. Lnslett'é_sources capturé Lnglish families’.

at various. points ﬁg time, "bhut we are never given the
opportunity. Lo Follow {amiiies over time. While "the.

e

Sfamily™ in gerer ral may opevate "in the-way ,Laslett has

descerrbed, WQ_havc lost the SQnsc ol movement and. .

chang whiCH mﬂkes up Lamily 1if@v Pcoplc marry: they

a

thO Lh‘ld:OD who grow and uhango and 1 ave and per%
haps rc%Ufn;‘death 03 malr'aoglchangee fhc paLtcrn-
.mven,ﬁthmdvomcntS'of-tﬁé §ervants uppoaodly'ao -
Cbm@bﬂ[in'ha<loLt s loqt wcrld chcng with(thé re-

qw11omonL for the 1r labOUtJ which in turn changes

with thOZSl&‘ and age -of the families of .their pro=’

gpective employers. | 1t is as important to understand’

“these chdnges ag it . is to recdgﬁizé'the:basic "truths"

. .
v




~ -

of family structure as Laslett has fhrported them to be.,
Laslett's insistence. on thqg uniform structure of
B . o . C

family: 1ife over time and space prevents him from makihyg

use of information which might help to explain the .

"mechanics of- family life in his lost world. An imporvtantl

®

review  of Las ]L‘TL and his imitators by Lutz Berkner,

14

' . '.‘ - ' 0.
appropriately titled "The Vse and Misusc of Census Data'’

points out Lhe strenglhs and weaknesses of  the demographic

approaéh to the study of families in the past. He suggests

that.demographic data is only as good as ils source mater-
ial.. Census takers, the compilers of pell tax Tisly and

Ud

éven parish priests may have.had_suﬁjoctjve reasons for

a]terinq'ox auqmentlnq %uppo%odly ob]octle [igur@s,.dnd

‘Lhe over nll political agondaa of govoinmont" dnd social

. N ‘ . . . .
agencies can be.scen to have deflned what kinds. ol infor-

mation were co]] LLOd-aL all. Berkner points out, thoe

&

. 1mportancc of'critically examining source maLcrjal in

-Lhc gontext’ OF Lho pgr1od in which 1L was qon(xaLod

N

'Lasleﬁt; ay arguing : for the UﬂlVO’SallLV 01 his findings

N

about=the fémil ,7ﬂiminishes tho im>ortance of the res-
Y Ll I - QLK

ponse ol fam11105 and Jnd1v1dua1§ Lo chﬁhQLng PCOHOW]C

circumstancesz "why_then", asks B@rkner, "should hls—

N

t011ans be concern ed dbouL_(lndlng the famllld] inSLi4
tution, Lho housohold 91ze of the prndomlnanL honsoho\dj

type,_whon'what js-interestlng is the way in whlch f m1]y

. .
'struq;urc differs within .x eqgi onq and anong soc1al classc$‘
RS A . b . i
¢ ' : _
\o
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schedules, of elderly parents, -unmarried daughters, and

. L i

. ;

: 8

;\'

Y
in response Lo economic, social, pelitical and legal

- n7 v ’ " " iy
changes? Laslett's faiTurce Lo note the importance .

ol Lthe fqmjly*s.chanqing response to social and econo-

A\ . . . . . _ ;-
mi ¢ ciycumstances leaves him open to the kand.of crfi-

tigue of fered by, Christopher Lasch, which suggests’thgt

if in lact the nuclear family has always prevaiied‘thgﬁé
is no point in studying ils minor vzyrjfat:iolls,

“ Subseqguont hiétpriéns'bl thc-fami&y have taken pains
to p.] ace Lheld v (f]C‘]]ié)Cijﬂ}‘)hi coan ff()rn‘mtl:(m in t h‘(;. context ‘ol
tho.p)acu and Limg'in whiéh a2t wabhgeﬁoratéd. This:h;s
rcsu}ﬁg@ in~a ﬁumﬁer of vely narrow étudies of partiéular'

communitics during specific periods in thelir historics.

gecholavs have strivern to understand how families responded

to such ecohonic circumstancds as the diminishing supply

o] ) :

ol arable lahd,'the'increasing availability of wage labour

for men and - women, and {ho‘pu]I_df'industria].conchs [or

migrant fainilies and individuals. . Setting aSside the often
- . * - . ,J"""}. . ) . -
tedious débale aboul specilic issdes of methodology, “what

all of these studies emphasize is the changing response. of,

<

families to their.economic or social circumstances.. This

cresponge 1s visible in ways which can bhe statistically
, . Tt . _

measwrad:  in the timing of marriage, the number.of ¢hil-
dren, ‘the living arvangenents, as demonstrated in census:’

orphaned children. If extended beyond alsihgle'sonrce or

. census year, ‘statistical examination of ., the patterns of

~ ! . . - t
.
. , B
. .
i b e B .
R s v N E
' Lo e '
' v R N ) v —
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’ Family life can reveal inforuntion, usually ccongmic in

nature, ahout the strategies familics used to cope with

the changing number, age, and physical neceds nhd abili-

.

. . ’ - - ) ° . >
ties ol their mcembers. : “

Various historians have discussced. the ways_jh which

- . Bl

[amj]jesﬂwahd "the Tamily” adaphod Lo the change from an

agrarian Lo an industrial economy. Popular wisdom-has
indicted this change as being responsible for theé dig-

integitation of 4he kind of old-fashioned family relation-

»shap -so lovingly described by Laglett. ‘Theie is, however,

considerable ovidence to demonstrate Lhat this was nal

[ "

the case. - Michael Anderson,-in his study of cotton mill
'_ " ) 9 . . .

workers in ¥9th century Lancashire”, has found Uhat

family ties were maintained or even strengthened by a &

move from the counlry to the city. mderson cxamined such

thingsg as c?4resjdwnce or propinguity of kin, Uhe naming

of. children for family members, and the freguency and

circumstances of visits between kin in order 1o Lest

B

‘statistically the strengtlh ol the kinship bond. e Jhas?

argued, that, in.the unfamiliar gcttings ol urban rdsi-

Cdenceand industrial-workplace kin turned, to a familian

' source. for help and support, ' Emergency. situations which
* “‘ . l! '- ' ..v ‘.-. ) ) - Al M - .
might - require outside assistance were ceven more likaly
. . (5 . : ) o .
to occur in the cohtext of urban wage labour in.an
industrial situation, and the.transiency whi¢h was' a
’ common feature of 1ife in.a 19th century city meant that



10

neighbours” could not-be relied upon to provide everyday = .

B
. B

Csuppytl.

1

Andersan has suggested that kin relationships.in
. ‘ ' 3
his milltown families were calculative rather than.

normative; that 1s, that they werce maintained by choice

@ ! . - . . .
wout of consideration of. pessible benefits rather than by

pregsure to conform to community standards of appropriate
. .|O . ) . . .. ] . A. ~
- behaviour. Tiara Hareven's study of a 20Lh century
o 11 o , . - T
milltown suggests that industrial workers had by this
later period integrated "normative” asb@cgs of family
relationships into the cultuve of their workplace.
v . . . . ‘ - . -
Hareven's objective is to injegrate the study of the-

| S B n
~life courses of families and individuals into a broader

® »

"

isLhdy ol paltterns and expectations of Lhe world of work.

Hev community -of Manchester, New Hampshire is a company
. Al ’ N .-'. . . . N ) . ) ’ N - * <. -‘
town:. the Amoskeéag wmill is its major .cmploycer. Within
the context of the narrow range ol opportunities avail-
“ . . . It . X . A .
« able in such circumstances, lareven sceks to discover how

the timing of events in individual .life cycles controlled

and were confrolled by the-demands~of_thé workplacé..

-~

. . . ) . . i . . _' .
hhh_Harcvcn[d‘sgurces ~ the company records of" the
Amogkeag mill as well as more usual census and other - |

.statistical solurces ~-allow her to examine the connection
botwcon=démographic‘events,‘suchvasﬂbirthy marriage and

of kin in the migration of “individuals to the milltown as

migration, and the world of work. She emphasizes the role




-of census;/and other demographic data) 7, provide us with!

5

cwell as the mill's use of Kin in recruiting and train-
- " q .

ing employces. "Kin", she argues, "not only facilitated ‘ E -

migration to indugstrial communities. but also- served as
. “ . R - . \} . . .
¥

agents of adaptation and modernization b providing role

,,~]2.

models and of fering direcl -assistance.

Neither ﬁarevgn nor Anderson argue with baslett's

slatement that the nucleav-fTamily was, at any one timae, .

the single most common, form.of household.. What they;

and other scholars, have .added to the "universal™” image
.‘ : . - . - ) ’ : — ‘ ’\\v )
of family life is three-~lold: a sensc of changae ovoer

" time, as families foimed, expanded,-conlracted and dis-

persed according to the dndividual life-cycles of their
mempers; a sensce ol context, as families responded to
the exigencies of survival in their world; and

a sehso
«

of épmmunfty, aélfamiligslrdiatbd Lo kiAy nearghbours,

and feliow employegSt C o . L
Both Anderé n and Harcven deal eésentiqlly with thé, \

practical respouse oflfaﬁiiie$ ahd individuals ?o‘th;

bﬁanging gircuvéééﬁcgg @I their 11?@5.' Nééihcr 005], in

>

any extended_[zshidn, with'the.émotiqmai baggage of social

uphecaval. At#itudes toward relationships between family .

) ¢ ) . - . . . - T
members, and /between Tamilies and their meaps of subdis-.

v

These attitldes, examine@ through' the use of what Berkher

'calls_”sofz" sources (as oppesed-to the "hard" cvidence

! e "

o
4




B

.

1“ . a My to the gquestion of what people thought was . happens

ing to them and how Lhcy'felt'abdut it. More importantly,

N

. it gives us an idea of how Tamilies participated in
bhroader sbcial issucs such as the control of the means.
" . of production’angd the position and duties of men, women,

and children in the family and sociaty. - ' ' ' -

” o : The "soft sources™ of family history provide. us with
a0 - documentation of what Michael Anderson, in an overview . .

of the ldterature-of .family history} has called the
. . P S B " -
. "sentiment” ot family life! Usaing such tools as
'(Tmﬁw“‘ S ST ST .
.

s
. v

hew§paber5;_diariééj advice 1iteratufé aﬁd the records
of soif—stqudjloﬁservexsf of family behaviour[ échélars
Jcan trace the eyo1utjbn'Of [émiiy.life in terﬁs of the
' emotionﬂ]:respoﬁso:, private and public, of gréupé aﬁd

inividyals Lo changes in the i1nteraction of families
N . B . .

v
,

and socicty.
one ol the [irst historians who has explicitly

’ ~addressed questions of scontiment as theylfelatc to family:

life is Edward Shortor, whose book, Thé Making of the

. ) . s . - 5 - .
Modern Family, was published in 1975.h Shorter's 'theme -
is Lhe'privatizatioﬁ of: the family, and his object is to

) I' ‘ : " = N ) " 1 6 7. L .
examine the "reason, why famil
. i \~.‘.“\ N . . '
e

from the lavrger socicty. . He attributes this

ies separated thémselves

separation: . - .

to asurge of sQntimenﬁ in threé arcas: in courtship,
wheké romaﬁtic'love triumphed over practical material
v ¢ . . ’ . . ' . ’ .
considerations; in the mother-child relationship, whare

+




intimate processes of family life (such aschild

- %

the survival of the mother became subordinate Lo tLhe’
welfare of the child; and in a delinition of) family
boundaries that excluded community involvement {rom
rearing). .

"Market capitalism was prohably at the rodot of
Lthe revolution in sentiment", Shorter tells us, and

‘o

he places *the working: class at the crest of the wave.

e

The nced for individual rather than communal labour,

BN

he  argues, created an individual- consciousness in mein-

bers of Lhe indusérial WOrk force Uhal was Lrans (oried
to their prjvatg']ivbs.' This notLOntﬁ; jndjviduai-
worfh, éombineé with avajlabie yagg ]éﬁuur, made frec—
dom of chOjcé_an avallable option "for mon‘aﬁd women who
planned "to éet.np families. quéntié 1Qve|thu$ hecame
a‘Qa]id.reason fé? marfiagé."‘Mothéfﬁgéd hecame -a

viable occupation: as wage labour freéd wives Lo stay

home [rom the fields it became, possible to carvelully

“purture children rather than.to just bear them and get -

-
s s .
v .

units. were formed, ‘supported .by the individual labour
of one spouse and the individdal\nurturing of the

other, it became Tirst possible,  then-desirable, to "

exclude the corrupting influence of the outside woerld.

.
f

Jt is useful to examinec Shorter's Wwork because it
illustrates. some of.the problems inhérgnt=in tsing

.

on with.the business of-survival. As individual family




“19th century Prance and Bavaria. There are several

kinds Of,quéstdbps. . -

literate source material Lo study a lardel illiterate
LT LG Y y

gfoup'oj people. He has used the evidence of doctors,

burcaucrats, local historians and folklorists to makeg—

-

his cdse about what happened to the family in 18th

AN

obscrvers arce unlikely to have applied to their own class.

difficullies with this. Iirst of all, these ‘scientjfjc‘

the kind of paternalistic observational critique that

they applied to those thoy'berceivod Lo be their sub-

ordinates. The doctors and burcaucrals apay in fact

have beéen noting a -phenomenon which they had already
ohserved, perhaps unconsciously, in Lheir own ranks. = A

second problem"stcmé]{tom fH§ {fact that thésb“outside
observars saw Lesu]tsﬂput not, qeceSSarily cauges{
Shqrtﬁr's.analysis-of the ﬁpther»éhil& rolafionsﬁip S ‘EA .
suffers frdm)tﬁjsugfoblem of perspecti&é. ngen mf§A
ot swant té ihvolve themselvés‘émotionalfy}@ith children

. . . . . . ¥ ¢ N

. . . Lo . LR . )
For whom they werc unable fto-provi@ypijjrhe whercwithall
. » . :

for surviwval. Did this sapparcnt neglect stem from indiff-
"x W X B . - . B X - 3 ) . -. '. - -
erence to. their children's well-being, ox was it' a form
- : P ) " . .o e
of-emotional 'self defence? ~Shorter's sources do not

olfer aevidence that would allow him tq deal.with, these

Ty

Subsequent  scholars have taken a much more critical®

.

view of the. kind of ‘source material . used by Shorter ‘and

have, as.a result, come up with a much more percdeptive

’ * . . -

and .
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sanalysis of what that malerial was really saying. ..

Commenting on the literature whiech, in early 19th con-

tury America, proclaimed thdé glorification of a

”women's,sphejo”, Nancy, Cott. notes:

{ B ‘ : R
. 1 .inclined-to concur with G.R. Taylor’
that such popularized dialeclic writings
"bhy and -large... do not bring about changes,
though they way hasten and clarify.a changa ,

whHich 1s already in pregress. Thoy are only: e

‘bought becauge they express something which )
"peeple, however obscurely, feel.” The litera-,

ture becomes popular, in other words; because

1l does not have to.persuade --1f docs not
innovate,z it addresscs recaders who are roeady

for L8

.

In her book, The Bonds of Womanhood, Colt examines

the roots of the "separate ‘spheres" ideology which came "

to dominate many aspects of family life 1in the. mid-to-

late 19th century. For her, the indéreased emphasis on

the internal dynamics of Jfamily life thal "sceparatce
spheres"” raepresented was a result, not. a causa, of

+ . .

changes. in the cconomic dynamics of family-community

relations. "The litecraturéd of-domesticity", shoe suggesis,
. , i B _ e -

»

"... enlisted women in their domestic roles to absorb;, -
palliate, and even to redcem the stirain of "social and
cconomic organization.” Because women's_task had
become the maintenance - physical] emotional and moral -.
of lahonr ppwer, the ideology of scrvice and sell-

eflfacement became an importantvaspect of women's eduga-

e



-

.

tion, both in the home ‘and outsjde it. As domesticity

.

became a woman's profession as well as her duty, it was
‘natural that, in an offort Lo give it legitimacy in “the

w;ger.wdr}d,iwrite%s would - -give the cult of domesticity

tncreasing atlention., Women's work and women's lives

remained,” for most of the 19th certury, outside of the

,‘. - : - ) . » . : .
pressures of indusirial organization: they remained,
so Lo gpeak, .on a human-scale.. Thus the "women's

sphere” -« the home - became increasingly séen as an

attractive shelter from the strain and turmoil of the

 maFkQ{p1acQu-

1t. has  boen suggested that the withdrawal to the
nuclaar family came, not-because . the family had hecome
more attractive, but bocaﬁse;society had become'less_

s0.  Certainly social theorists in the _ past havé

suggested that tha family was, or should become, a;

sanclurarvy, where members-bulfetted by an increasingly

callous and unrelenting competitive society were to.
. - . K] . X .

be regenerated and made it to retuin to their'dutics

‘in the world oUtside. . Thig "shnctuary! theory has, in -

-

sts turn, been ﬁefuted'by Christopher Lasch, who argues
that capitalism has shaped the family sancdtuary to.its
own needs constantly. redefining and, in @ffect'destroy-

ing, and "haven" that might be available in-a "heart-
w200 B '

less world".

Lasc¢h's book, Haven in ia Heartless World, is essen--




tially-a review of Lhe evolition of sociologital theovics

of, family structure and family function.  Lasch uscs
~ . . T -
these theories as a tool to examine the ways in which .

capitalism has penetrated the {family-sancluary, He'

. , . N
argues that capitalism has shaped the {amily Lo ity own
mneeds -while providing, Uhrough sociological theory; suit-

cable instruments of indoctrination, and implies thal
dndividuals and familics had little or no control.over

- \ : o

Lhe adaplive pracess. -~ In an introductory chaptcer on

- . ' : L : : o
"Soclal Pathologists and the Socialization oLkRopﬁyducp

™

A i 7 tidon", lLasch draws parallels between the process of

' ) . - industrialization, in which Tirst tHe workplace and.

o,

then work $kills were appropriated by industrialists,

and ‘the intervention of, experts in family alfairs. The - .

socialization ol production, he.argtes " ... prolotar-
1et _ .

danized the labour forcge in the same way thatl the

.

. socialization of reproduction proletarianizéd parent-

hood, by making peoplc unable-to provide for thelir own,
needs without the supervision of trained experts. D™ |

o © In a 1975 revicw.of writings on several aspects

- . .

OO of'thé'histofy of'ﬁhe_family,;Lasch rojecﬁéd ﬁosp of

- the woik which had becen produced to that date on .,

familics in the past.  His grounds were that scholars

of.the historigcal family werd obscssed with methodol -
_ogy and saw thewévﬁlution of family life in terms of its

incrqhsinglmoderhizatiod., He called for a theoretical .

P . Lo s . . N
B . . . . - ‘
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fcjnﬁurpretaLjon of not just how the history of tlie~ -

family is studied but why it ig studied. The questions

‘he suggested have to do with the cvaluation of the
family as a social fnstitulion, and address the issue

.

of‘the'inLerven@jonJOf’ouLsidé'aécncjos in the family
unii. whéL aim.the roét§ of the present d@humanj?atiog
of the fami]y,‘ho'asks.. Didlthc tgndéncibs>o£ Lémily
avtonomy and family demoralizatjon always co-exist?

How did rh@yJevélve?

A pasgh asks-pS to address thé faﬁily's&mpiy as a
fsoéialxjnsLiLution_Qr organization. This éonfofms -

to his bekriel that individual families do not and . did
; " ' ‘ | ‘

.

not. control -the ways in which they intersect with -

)

sintervéning agencies. It might be suggested .that
» M .

fasch himself is an intexvenor, examining abstract,

h7A
1 v
S5

COncéptiohs’éf ”family"'outéide the stream of familyhl
]{fG ﬂH iﬂ was fivod day ﬁo‘day-by countleés'suﬁberﬁ of
familiesf.;The cvo]uﬁﬁon‘of a culture of family life,
and_the:hislory of that cvolbﬁion in.itsﬁphysiéél, menta]”
and morhl~diﬁonsion5,TMQSt‘dlso be éxamipcd Trom the

perspective of those inside .the domestic unit. We need

\

to know:about common expericnces, of individuals in

families in order to uhd@rstand»how and why they fespond

to the ideology of thé‘famgly inétitution,- To return

-
A

once mora to Peter Laslert's words:  "Only if we can

gain a fair idea of the freguéncy with which ‘men and

1

[
Y
[ ¥
L .
[ . “*
d < . .
- T (RS
. .
. - ~
N e . v
' S . . ~ .
u ' - .



women - would sct aside these rules and conventions [of

. - . R . ‘ K . N . . f 2.\.
family relalions] can we judge how strong they were " ‘

¢

Wwe have discussced some of the idternational litova-

ture on the history of the family. In ovder Lo place

~the body of “this thesis in a familiar contoext, we must

"far morc.complex ‘and variead.

. . . . s
now discover what’ scholarg have said aboul Lhe {amily

as il 'has cxisted closer to hojpe.

Canadian ligerature on the history of -the family

is hardly. extensive.  The hest known work in this

countyry was produced in 1975 by Michael Katz. The

) . L 23 . ' -
People of lamilton, Canada West 15 a book about

Turban life in a mid=19th century Canadian city. In

.z

&

dealing wilh hig two major themes - social inequality

and physical and ‘social mobility - Katz examines the

» '

demographic aspects of the life cycles of families

and individuals. Ue attempts to place Lhdg{ﬁnio Lhe

context, not of a single~industry quyugity as do

,

Harcven andd Anderson,” but 'of  a more diversc commercial

centre where the bitsiness of "making a living” might be

. 1
a i

Katz's ‘dazzling methodology conceals sceveral defi-

U - . .
ciencies. - With few -exceptions, we ara not given any
context within which to study, the lives of. tht people’
of Hamilton. For example, while the timing and extent.
Qf avallablec education is discussed, the content is
not., This is true Lor numerous social institutions:

v,

x ~
- 5 ~ N
. i B e,
N LT
. . s 5 .
' l
N . ' . - ,
. ’ s e
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“infoymation aboul -how people were cducated and molded

Lo raspond, to broad issucs. of social.and cconowmic

incqud]ipylor the effect of transience on family Lies
ig nol made availahle to us here.  In essence, Katz
reveals to tus how the people of Hamiltou ljved-their :

Jives, bdk he does not Lo]]'us'how Lhoy fclt about. 1t .

R}
KaLz‘n sLudy of a de—19Lh century OnLar1o ClLy
js;pdqufulcd Ly David Lngdn q.work on thevrural4commuﬁi~
. e 25 '
tres of Peel Lounty, OnLarlo. Gagan's ochcL compre=
chensively stated in-his ihlroduttlon s Lo d@al with
. _ the facts.of life in n'mid—19th..ontury
' : . “agrarian:society as they . pertain ‘to the -
. . C making of.livings, the material circun-
R o stances in which people lived, their
domoqraphjc avrangements, the styges of
R ».1]110 through which’ tth passed, Lhe
T structures and functions '‘of the familices
B - and houscholds in which they:lived and,
% .+ Thinally;, the sources oﬁ,diséontinﬂity'
which forced them, from time to .time,. to.
; - ' . adljust Lhexr CYPLCL&LJOH% and, to|x con 56
L e . os%der the facts of their LlVL% R
. L The pox;od covere d bv Iopgful Trave llopg runs Arom -
] .. - ! T t . ) ,
]ﬁ‘ " tho.lBZO‘s to‘Lh 1870 s in Lho llfo of the cqmmunities
. ‘df Pﬂol bQunty 1h15 run% from tbc pe 1od OF f)rSL getth—
= *;hmnt tD‘Lhe advént'of\gommgrcial_agriculturg. ﬂhe koy
' : a hoLl the-soci@l,and ¢conomic evolution' of the families
O , jand commun\ta s ol chl.Countthcégan_arques, is the
BV u“availabiljty of improvable-land, and he links.this key

. 20
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component to changing demographic trends.  The tiwing . .

\ Co cof marriage, delaved as land became hard Lo gebl; the
. C : ) 9

_ ) : ) . o .
\\ : value of childrensas labour versus their demands {or
. . - L '

land and- their increasing tendency fo be an cconomic

burden rather than an asset; the-increasing cohesives -

. - ness of the nuclear farm family .- all of thoﬁﬁ\trcnds-

y '7, . ) N e N A [ N .
are connected by Gaganh to the availabilily and produc-
tivity of farm land in an.increasingly commercialized

agricultural setting.

Gagan altenpls Lo place his farmers and thol
R . . . - .

famil Les intd the context of the wider world. Mo
L4 :
discusses -the response of agriculture téo the rise.of

cities: indeed,.this is an_ insepayable pait of hig

argumoﬁt. He does not seriously attempt. to document:
the pull of cities {or displaced rural people, but

. §

perhaps this is oulside .Lhe scope of his inquiry. What
neithér he nor, Lor  that matier; Katz, ovdr tvies to do S

is to draw the parallels, between the  life strategicos of

. . ) : oo L . L S :
let us say,” the people of lamilton and theiy cousing 1h S
e T ., Peel County.  As pMichael Anderson suggests, pcople do-
- not abanden _familiar ways ol coping when they move to

T a new placé.fhln Peel County, people marvied young when
. o » Lo : - . Sl

. i _ land Qasichéap,-buy when 1t. was expensive they wailtoed

' - or left. Id Hamilton, access’ Lo a steady job made

marriage possible, so that{when times were hard,

Marria§QQWas‘d@iayéd,, We. .might gathér{_thgn,-tﬁap*' L S

2 ! 3 . BN
v
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vention of the- outside world in the world

- N A

“cconomy scourity s an important-key to demographic

patterns, and that a .change iv-the relaltions of produc-
tion forces families to. respond to new problems, but in
o i O .
. LNRRE
old ways.
™,

%

N,

“ . . . . ' ’ ! .. o L
Both Katz and Gagan deal almost exclusively with
. \“ -

issues of “ddmagraphy and the ¢conomy. In the rcalm of
family life, however, 1t.1s not.only a guestion ‘of the

number gf pm')plé“ in the house, but, as we have -scen, 1t

Sig also a question of how they relate to one anothet, an

to outside agencics. It is at these levels that familic

~

3

respond in new ways to changing circumstance$ and expec-

tations. 'In so far as these ‘less tangible Torces have

boen examined in Canada, there has.been a tondency o
1

focus on the.intervention of social institutions in

famiTy affairs. Such is +the case-with many ol the

-~

: 27

“essays Jin Childhood and Family in Canadian History.

This collection, edited-by Joy ¥Parr, covers such diverse

topics as the philosophy of childhood in 18t h-century

3,‘Lhe role of children in the work Dlaéézg)

1 i .
New France

cand the changing ideas about what c¢ohstituted a.-“proper

- E S
place™ [or children.”

cellection deals, in one way or another, with the inter-

& .

~The.intervention might bc edonomié, as in the caséof th

s o
A

. L
N ' . . N . <

ad’

o=
el

o~

of (amiiy Tife.

L.Most-éf tﬁg work presented in this

a

e S ' . S ' ' oo 31
comigrating family. memboers, examined by Alan Brookes™ [ or

! .

5

Iy

L —
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“that thosc who became involved in industrial work pro=

social, as "in the case of Vékonica Strong-noag's,

. . T 32 s o
Minlruders in the nursery” . The cssays deal with -
indced, emphasize - the varicty of family coxpdériconces:
"the family™, Payr suggests in her introdudtion Vv ig)

.. s
. L ) . 733
a highly malleable soclal relation.”

" As yet, we have not discovered  any chavacteristics
4 L ‘ . ' ; :
of family life which are uniquély Canadian.  The indica-

tions from the works we have cexamined here are that
sCanadian familics responded to éhangoé in Lhe nature
ol the marketplace, and changes in ihe climate of - -

Teeling ahboul the place of individuals in socicly, in

ways 'similar to those illustrated-by Amrican and .
. ' . ‘ ~ ! A - - ’
British scholars. The major diffcvence here was Lhe

timing of transitions: Canadian Tamilics were exposed.

to Lhe pressures of industrializagion and urbanization

%

at .a’ later date than "Lheir British and American poeers.
“They did not, hewevar, live in ignorance of ‘Lhe vast
transformations Lhat werdé going on.elsewhore.  Unlikd

Peter Laslett's English le]agclsfof the 17th century,
,Canqdiahs Qf‘the‘lgth'contury could viow Lhe deldights

anddangers of life in a factory town long-bhefore. Lhoy

v

had the opportunily .lo experience them. Wa might arguc
cesses in urban settings had had.the auspices of nows-
papers, schoolhooks, and even word of mopLh.'.Such-mustl

certainly.be the casc with Marjtime Tamilies. ~We are

CoAt NE
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I3 \, N
(erainly.aware that, -though contacts with kin and.
neighhours who travelled for employment to the "Boston
Staltes", Maritimers wore awarc of the industirial work
“wituation and the urban lifestyle from at leasi the
S aent. 34 . PR AN . .
1860 "5 ] Alan Brookes has demonstrated - that kin Jinkages
wore in many cases instorumental in the processes of migra-

. L : 35 S : . )
tion and ddaptation.?” -In-addition, absent kin senbt
letters and, frdguently, local newspapers-to their
families at home” - - :

What, cxaclly, do we know about the families of this

region's past? Missing, lLor the nmost paft, Trom our re-

gional, historiography i5 any attempt to ‘examine the day-to- N
day lives .ol Maritimers as they were. lived inside the
- % ) . . N . * h
boundarvies of the domestic unit. |Secondary_1iterat0re has )
L " . .'.. . ., : . ) L . . .
, hegun - but only just - to address some of" the demographic
‘F questions raivsed by laslett, Harecven, Katz and othoers. '
“‘L'f~ S . . - ‘ K N . ' Lo ' ' : .-. .
ot These questrons, as we have scen, can rgveal much, for’
goxample, ahdul the history.of human responsce to ‘capitalist
inttiatives~
The daomhgraphic information provided so {far by
S Mavitime historians has produced:nd challenges to the
accopted scholarly wisdom, Maritime [amilies responded to
f N . . - ’ i F . . Ve ! : e, s
[ changing Tamilial reguirements by marrying dy not marrying,
. ) Con T S
prodUcinq.mﬁny sr ‘few children, and accommodating or not : o
‘accomédatiﬁg'bhtﬁiders ﬁn7theif_homgs. -Sheva Mcdjuck's' ' |
; . - )
‘ - . f . o . '
& H S .
- : . , L . ‘ B
3 :
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work on the, pceople of Moncton, *New Brunswick is perhaps | S

36

3

>

o the most comprehensivd porirait ot a regional populationi

Medjuck notes the elastic nalure of Moncton houscholds as

Lhe- ' tide "of "available wage labour ebbs and. {lows.

n ) In _hexr most recent artic1037; Medjuck-cxaMiﬁes_thé
ways in which women éxerted'COﬁtxdl>ovdr thoypﬁysicdll o .
. & | . s - T . C )
size and economic cifcumstahcé§-ot Lheir'famﬁlies. The

}51e of women in'the home has not as‘yet-seen clo;cly ‘

examined in the Maritime region. We know from ¢xamina-

~?Lion-Qf regional newspapers that Maritime women of the

19th century were subjected Lo the same bombardment of

information about "woman as she s@puld'be as woere theinr
: .. - o .

P .
. g Cor . ‘
American sisters. The-ways in which Maratime women
(assimilated the "separate spheres” ideology, and-applicd

it to their overydaﬁﬁlifcﬁ,haé only recently comé'hnd@r

: . . ’ R t, . . - - ) - b
investigation: Margaret Conrvad's: rccent publication

v

Rocording Angcls: the, private chronicles -of women, [ vom

N

the Maritime Provinces Q£MQQHQQ5L71j50¥195038.makes a

beginning attempt to cvaluate the sources for undey-
standing women's lives.  She notes, among other Lhings,

Lthat women document the day-to-day wechanics of making

3

a living in the Maritimes:’ in many women's documcnts

R :..fkée-déily_thQhﬁ of lifeTconﬁinués.to occupy the , .
‘_cégtré séage."%g'A‘ s ‘ ‘-f A l - - . ‘.'; -
- ‘Thg'séafciﬁy'bf litcrature oﬁAthe:Maritime famfly‘ . f’

D iS‘in:itSelf éoﬁe justifiéétion:for a further’

s

examination




E—,

“an cspccia]‘need to study that Iink.. We. need also to

'iumlly 1ife and fun ion on a rdégion thak, in:the 19th

-

of 1ife in that most common ¢f institutions. Popular

1
s

wisdom csuggc sts Lhat family -ties have remained aspecially .

strong in Lthe Maritines: ‘we expect - and, in fact,

strongly -helieve - lha\ the assjstance.o{ kjn'in rimes

of need is piovided, to use Mlchaol Ande1son s phrase,

on a normative ‘ather'than calculativp'baSis_L The roots

of;Lhis Stroﬁg sonse of Tdmily'a}e'buried ;n our past.

1 . . N : L. .
Jf’in fact fami}y structure_and family functjoh cqn bé,
as:Modjuckyénd.oLhofs Sudgést, CLD%OJY linked to ccono-
miee cir_cumstance.c;,_ then we Maritimers, wjth our_partj%

cular history of economic fluctuations and stress, have

5,
\

- RN . \ v
examine Lhe impaclt of an urban, industrial ideology-of

~

“

century at least, mdnncd ldrg 1y rurul.

This thesis cannot and does not pret@na to address
these broad questions in any comprehensive way.. What

will be p]ga\ntod ho1c,1s a ml ro study of one parLJ—

“\

éu!ér_gommunjty.at a crUCial time 1n its de voloPmcnt

Such studies are 1U]J of pCCU]la)lLICS whlch noltaln to .-

C

e - ?
-av311ablc(source materlal, goographlc, polntwcal and .

‘@conomuc LCCODLL icities, and thc'nature’of ethnic"and

1

religious pre lS[ sitimhs-aﬂd prejﬁdices. 'It.éan.be

. arguedj how Lhat 1t 15 bw an. accumuldtlon of uch'

studiosjtha% brcader truths about famJllos and Lhelr
’ N . : : . ©

function can be evolved. ,The spegifip temporal focuses
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of this étqdy»is the period be{ween'Tﬁﬁl and'dag]; the
spgc¥[ié Qéoqraphicdl focus is Lho.ceﬁtral'Novn Séotjan_
comﬁunity of Truf&.\v S s |

.On_Apri] 1;-%871,“David Nelson leTlt hig sté%é 5n
Truro, COlchesﬁef CountyyANbvé Scotia. Hé had bhoen
aprintod the cénsus £aker for.Trﬁro cénsﬂs‘digtricL}
division i/ in the;kakjng-o[.tho first census for the

% - _ .
d;yeﬁrfold nomifion of Canada. Nelson travelled [om

house to house 1in his census districlt, carefully not-

‘ing where he leflt off cacdh day. His notations on the
[ . . N : - . .
census schedule, down Lo the Jasl quavter acre of

land and half bushel of potatoes, reflect’ his attention

to the responses people made to the questions he was

N o A0
required -to ask.
: % . ‘ r _ )
"Nelson's careful documentation ol the gquantifiable

J : . i
aspects of . the lives of Truro's people is onc . of many |
avenues ‘into their-world. Thé 1871 census, taken an the -

midst of what had.boon'a time of g{eaf‘cbénée for
:TrUrénians,.rcflécts bqth.thé contiﬁdity oﬁ;él@ values o
and thé turmoil{o[,change and, to somé:éycé; inasiQﬂ_'
David Nelsbnfs CQnsﬁsf ahd thése éf:;héiccnsusftakefs
Who-pfecédea aﬁd folloyed himf are oﬁofo£:th¢'ﬁ§ét iﬁprt~
apL.SQQEées for seéfng inside thé honses QT Trur@“s

families. The 1861 census lists the name ‘of ‘the Head of

the houschold and the number, age, sex and marital status

of ‘all of'the_inhabithﬁté ofihis*bouséq ,The:cbﬁst05 I0r




1871, 18871 and 1891 include the namé and ages of all.
houschold members, their maritahf®tatus, their occupa-

-

tion, rcligioué affiliations, birth p]éceé and, in 1871

and 1881, thelr cthnicily and wQ?thér o1 not bLhey were
. . ad : ) '
. 0 v
attending school. ﬁ‘ﬁé
- : : N _
j}' Using the coensus data, we gan éxamine a number of

Cquestions about the way families lived their lives. We
can, for example, examine who Jlived in the house. How
pitny people lived together in . one place?  Who livedwiith
by & . : . : .

.
r

whom, and under what g¢lrcumstances? Did the lives of
familics in Trufo reflect, -in ways, the chahgeé‘in their
economic and social milieuw tLhat wele represented by

\ i . - ..

industrialization, inmigration and theé securely placed .

picket fences ol Adams. Archibhald's déscription?

Other sources,  available for Truro, can address

cother questions,- Using, for cexample, the government . .

marvfiage.registers, available [rom 1864 to 1891, we can

5,

_ . . _ -
look at questions of social-and physical mobility and

tho‘tjmihg ol an imporgant.social eveﬁt.in the iivés'bf
mbst‘iﬁdividqﬂls. .Whé marfiéd-whbmflwheﬁ did'they_ﬁar;y,
'ahd'why aid tﬁey marry when they aidr Thése_guéstion;
~of?gr‘u5 insights ih;oIwhqt.kjnds_offexpectétions'people'
—might-fqrm dfnmarfﬁed']ife. _lnteéyatédAwith“what<podplé
satd »_anq Qere.told:e ébouﬁ:ma?riadc éhd the-mérp;ed

~state, the data frowm marridge records can give us a

picturce of the'social conventions of that aspect of

i

. v
o

"

'

3
.
v
.
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Family lite. -

@ M . N . . B .
- LOther aspects ol family*life - the role of children,

Lthe place of the elderly; and the.rights and obljgntioné

ol Lamdly members as practiced or percecived by the peo- T .

ple of Truro:- must be examined by less ecasily accessiblo,

means. - Family papers and private . journals are scarvce for

' . ] .
Colchester County, although they have becn included when

thcy are available:. Newspaperg, texthooks, popular litora-

ture, and even maps and directories can help us te under- —~

stand the inner lives of Truvo lamilies..

The years from 1861 to 1891 saw the Lransformalion '
of Truro socleties. OQur task naw is to scee that Lrans-
formatiocn as it was seen and experienced by the citizens
of Truro. . s ‘ IR
£
- ) . . - et
. .,sﬁp ‘?‘ .
o N .
[s
<t . * N K
. 5 N i . M ‘- .
) ’ i PR e
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CHAPTER 2 . . R
Community Lile

.
5
4

s ] . N i . , ' , . ’1‘
“in Lhe years: belween 1861 and 1891, Truro, was trans-

formed (rom_an_aqrarihn,;etbujcally cohesive county town

wo a bustling center of industrial and community aclivily.

S-This transformdation extended.lo its-gencral population
As well o to its commercial interests.  Social as well

as cdonomic changes were made to the character of commu-—.

nity 1ife.

1t s esseptial, if we wish to understand the nature
dnd scope.ol Trurd's transformation in the”late J19th
century, to examine its oérly-historyj The. character .

of Truro's residents -was, dven in the late 1800's, strongly

influenced by the values and perceptions of its [irst.
R o . C : LT - B . -
soltlers, and boih its strongesl and its mdst influential

Lo kin-networks wefe descended from them. We must also

(ry to dcquire something of a sensc of place, so that

wd may better understand the practical aspects of -

social” transformation as they woere seen by the citd-’

csens of T Truro. o e T ' W

4

v

- Although Acadian settlements ‘had existed -inh the

arca ol Cobequid Bay, the arca had been uninhabited

for sevoral years when Scotch-Irish and Amgrican settlers

captived [rom the New Hampshiré area in. 1760. Joined by

y o

L 3




Protestant, I'mish. setilers [rom the northern lreland

communities around lLondonderyy in-1761, these poople
for many vears formed the bulk of Truro's 1nhab) wnt
The SCQtCh~Trjsh.PyotbsLast whose. descendant s

populated most &f Colches ter Cohnpy had always Ais-

. avowed any connection wth Ireland , although by
1871, when cthnicity was a catcegory on the census

schedules, some confusion had developed over thig.

“There is evidence that as carly as, 1779, immigrants
‘were arriving from Scotland to the Coboequid townships

hy a somewhat more direct rQUté:_ Wil¥lam Mchonald of

the "Roya] Nighlénd Immigrants” -had purchased land in

3

i

the TdeC nt- township of Onslow in that ycdr.) By the .

¥

oa11y y rars of the 19th centuty the Fringoes of thc.wdvo
of %LotL1%h 1mmlgratlop wh1g} “had populated the QOlen]—

‘ tios_along the NorthUmbcr]and Strait had bgqun Lb'appcar:
in the Cobequid area. The Reverend George Palteérson, &

TAPictou boy" who was not alWways. sympathelic to the proe-
tentaions of Truro”sijgLy, desCrihed:tho receplion of

these newcomers:

I The first settlers of ] Trufo were not
e ) long settled til ‘they aimed at a finer
n o style of dwellings and living than was.
. . ) ! . f at that time common in theé rur \L A1 g—
Co o .- tricts of-the Province. ‘Some years, a(ier.
C . when the’ HLghlanders cdame to scttle in .
_ . , .. - Pictou, they treated them kindly but, with
. ) ’ o their better cducation,’ richer "farms and -~
o ' ) 1mpr0v0d 01rcumstancca, they were disposgd‘

B

(U2}



al

o to look down upon ‘the newcomers in their
rude dwellings and homely apparell.

By the time the Pictou Highlanders' had made .their -
. SO _— . o R
Uy » . .
way over Mount)iThom to scettle amongst tLhelir prelentious
. i ) g

I ?

“neighbeouis, the village of Truro had begun Lo assume its

0
“

stalus, retained today, as the county town of Lhe dis-

Jirict of Colchester.  An andlymous traveller, writing

in Halifax's Qgggigg_Rggglggi of April 16, 1825, des-

cribed its charms:

The frame ol socicty at Truro is contirely!
changed within the last thirty years. The
old people have observeq this change with’
other feclings phan-thosb'o['Qatisfadtjon_
Tt is begome a gay and fashionable place

and abounds with mechanics and shopkeepers

and s a kind of metropolis to tht surround-

ing country. 1t has some good schools and
a Jlibrary. 1t has a Presbyterian mectgngs
house and an kEnglish church. " *

Truro maintained the div of prosperity referred to in
the descriptions ol Pat'terson and the anonymous corres-

T s . ¥

pondent for. the.Agcadian Recorder.  Captain William

Moorsam, -2 British military engineer whose duties redquired
cxtensive travel .throughout the province; arrived in Truro

from Nalifax sometime in the 1820's: “rurg, he noted, |

was provided, witth

~

1

™~
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“ a homra fide @burthouse, neat church pro-
vided with an Episcopal minister, and
the ‘right "of sending a reprdsentative to
the House of Assambly, are signs of urban
dignitly nol to be disputed. Aboul Lwenty
’ well-built and comfovable woouden houscs
‘o ) and three times that number of rospoectabice
cottages compo$e Lhe sum, total ol Lhes
place .. ! ‘ o

)

‘

.

H
i
i
H
1

* ;-

Andrew Speden, a tourist who visited Truro an the

cavly 1860's concurred 1in essence with Moorsam's obsor-

‘vations of Tortly years and caviicr:

, L.

The vallage or town of 'ru r@,' ‘Nova Scotia,

is the most’ perfected model of rFural archi-
tecture 1 met with. Tts ceonter is a beaut -7
“ful park or sguare, consisting of socveral
acres, and surrounded. by superior-huwildings,
in. which-the chicf business is’ btransacted:
Nearly all of the dwelling houscs are of
beautiful cottage structure, ornamenied with
tloral gardens, and overshadowed by the ‘
Jloveliest trdes, the wholoe resemblifg that
ol an American village o :

In 1861, not withstanding the o;;zm’z_i'ng of the Nova
\ N . . \ .o R s

‘Scotlid Railway line, Truro was still essentially an

.mers in the provincial directory three years later.

agricultural village.. Many of the houschold heads who

appeared in the census of that year were listed as far-
8

W

Pigs and geese still.ran-al large on the ¢common land, in

. R . e : . . i »_' . .
the very cenlre of the business districl,; and attempbs

to restvain them had -been’ laughéd out of the Court of

QUaEtCl‘--\SGSSiOHS.) A former student of the Normal College
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wdid df the Truro of this-period: "The town was only a

I\.\:’ Lile village - thae kwo main strects with only a feow
1 . _.7 . . , P ' .
h(bu ses - and what was then¢alled the Common (now a heau-

; : L - : - 10
thPul sguare) was the business part."®

i '

N Thao ]_fln'(_’lscre,u&;g;,of Tyuro changed considerably durirg

the prosperous years which foltlowed completion of the:

rattway' lines ! pilalifax and Pictou in 1866. . "You,

)

\.\unﬂ(])har(;ﬂ_y know Truro now", wrote farmer and customs

collector Thomas Crowe Lo a son in California. “We have

a 100 stores or more, wo -havcgmir Shoo Factories, our

! : . : ’ - -

Lasl Hactory, dur Foundry, our millieners [sicl, Dress
". 1 ' W ) v -

X . 3 - I . .
makers and Taylors. " Crowe and his sons were among

the many local residents to benelit from the -building
- . ’ . a o
L 4 . > .

boom.  Sons S}i(&incy'(,‘rhci J-ohn; }-)o'th" living 1n Truro, wm*e‘:
employed .as ho_us'cz—-}:m"i lders _Lh]_'C)Uéjh(I‘;Ut this V‘L,ime: indeed,
~John could hardly get llifs o\«fn.ho.u-s(;‘ bhuilt for wm;kj ng. on
those O-f ot her .—peopile.'

Cl."fangesib.l: rel i_gi'ou:ss afliln a.t.i'on' _a.v:e one of t,he..
.li ndexes \\_r‘c can usc 'Lo-dete'rminevlthe chaté'cter of* ’J‘ru;,"o

‘socioty. (‘.hsurcl& affiliation imparted a membership in an
‘,‘ e N v .

exclusive community:” ‘while communication could take

“place between. the wmembers of some denominations, its Kind

and quality was severely 1imfi,te‘(.i,ih the first half of the
CP9th century at least, by theological dogma. ‘Access to '

A M .

situations involving social interaction,which might be

" church services, prayer meetings, sc wing ¢ircles and Bible | -
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study groups, was one ol the. advantages of being afdilie-

ated with.any‘partiéuldr denbminatioﬂ:v cgmmuﬁity social
wc]fﬁyc.nquorkS, {n bbth formal and LSformnlisiLuaijoné,
wofé’@[h?“ cénhéétéd to éhnrch.af[iiiation asiQél]. C
ﬁqlig?on was. such a powexful -force in Lhd éoMmdni;y Lhat
jts'pyactjce-could Lake precedence over othcr']ifo and

death assues, as witnesses Lhis entry in the diarvy of

Isracl Longworth, a yvoung lawyery [Pom Prince Hdward lshand

who.moved to Truro in the mad-1850"s: o

After Mr. Davis [the Methodist minister)

had finished his [irst prayer in, meeing

this vvening, Mr! Nelson stood up by the

door and said he did-notl 'know whether 1t :
was prudent for him to say so But ctheve & -7
was a great cry of Lire in the VLllago
Mr.- Davis advised the men Lo 9o at once..

[y

Tha first setilersiol . Truro were- tenaciously Presby-

R -

terxian. In the early .years of the scettlement their anti-

Buxgho sympathics were. the causc of sefious noLjLical

dlff1cultles when, Tor whaL the ey clalmod to‘nc‘rrasén‘
of relig;ous éninciple} they're(used to ﬁwearjonphs of
‘allegiance -to. Lh;lBrliISh Lzégn H By thé'1820“5-tbe~
Hironé;hwof 1e]ggwonq Fpo11ng had éoftcned'éﬁoﬁgﬁ jnikheg

community‘tp“enablc.thd Anglicans to cxcect a church. The.

vMethodiSts followed sult in- 1844 and the BapLisLs,‘]Qng:

LOnflPCd Lo thLll stronghold'acrosé~the bay in OnsT&w,

had built a chapel in ‘I'ruio by 1853 1S IIn'1861 98% of

Co?

[
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Truro's population was Prote$¥ant;(65% were Pregsbyleryians.

The conétrhétion of-a.Romah Catholic church in 1871 was a

symbol of the infiltration of outside elements inty Truro.
. . & ' . : e
socLely: most of 1ts membgers.appea¥r -to have arrived aftev -

railroad construction had, begun in the 1850'5-‘“By the |

1890'3{ the religious compositjon of Trurao society had’

diversified considerably. The Presbyterians still Had'[

y

the largest single percentage at 45%5 they were followed

by Béptjﬁts at 17%, the Mcthodists 14%, the Ang]icans'and '

the Roman Catholics witlh about 10% cach and a few miscell-

“. “ . o 17
ancous' groups such as -the salvation Army.

In Truro, as in other communitics, the role of the

uhufch_cxtended,bbydnd the Sunday scrvices and Wednesday

N -«

Cprayer meetings.. There is some evidence that, as late

s the "1860's, Pfesbytcrian-chprch dignitarics were

pfaying tﬁe‘tole or"mediator‘in both privatesahd public

18

disputes. - The Methodists too involved themselves in

- the private -business of their. churceh membors. Isracl .

Longworth recorded-this story of a pair of adulterers,
in his- diarys

George Archibald followaed [them] and saw -
‘them go into [the man's] shanty. Then, as
[the man] was a member . in the Methodist
Chdrch,‘Georgc went “and informed [James]
Killer; Samuel Nelspn, James Crowe'and o
Leander [Crowe] and they went toc the shanty
but were refused.. " [Wpe man] came to the -+ ¢ .
door and. on being.told what had'taken placs
‘stoutly denied it. - Killer .went round and
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true for the olffices of the‘local militia: for cexample,

found tLhat. [the woman | had gotten out bfy

T _ the w.i'ndcfw._ He blew her up. She catled - ° . .
Lo X/ - bimuncle and said she would tell [her
husband) .  Killér got hame belfore her and
told [Ulic .husband] Wimself. [Husband] | " ,
allowed her to stay all night d4nd she JC!L1Q 7 ';
his bed and board the following mowning. . :

Assorted ather entries in Longworth's diarvy testifly to- -

T
.

the public nature of private life: . he refors to the

investment Josses of -his neighbours, (tho coujtship habits

of his fviends, and to a wide Variety of social occasions L

involving a broad spéetrum of . Truro sociely.
The changes In the composition and cutlook of Trure's
population are reflected in the men who were chosen Lo

Jhold political office.  An examination _of the nmames oy
electcd municipal officers, as they appearced cvery yeal
. ' v .

: “ t N

-.in Belcher's Almanac, shows us that control of thesce

of fices was, maintained [or the most part by the descendents’
before confederation.
N . X M -

Lists of justices of the pecace [or Colchester Counly

of early-settlers in the years

include such names as BEdward Blanchard, David Crowe, -

John Fultop; Alexapdér'Kcnt,'aI;\descundenﬁs of fahilius
' - o ' 20 Lo :

JThe same is.

who had arvived in the arca by the 1790 s.

James Kent was the' licutenant colonel from the 1820's into the

1860"s. %]

v
4

Fven more startling in its cohsistency is the
record of Truro'!s members of the legislative assembly. ' f
Wfth—ﬁhe exbepLionfof Samuél'Bradsteet Robie, who

)
v . . ‘e
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represented Truroitown&hlp from 1799 to. 11806; Truro's
MLA'S invariably came {rom those familics who had arrvived
in Truro in. the period of first scttlement.™

The first man to break this‘patterh was Hiram Hyde.

Hyde arrived in Truro in about-1840. He.began his career

N v

-thorc‘bQ driving ihé mail coach from_HaJifax_tQ Pictou,

advanced to owning a stage coach line, and subsequently

. ’ 24 ’ i -
hecame a prosperous . lumber merchant . ™ Hyde represented

- T . . N . ‘ R - -
Tryure Lownship in thoe legislature from 1855 Lo 1859.
Adams George Archibald, who dominated the politics ol

Colchaster County for mobt of the last hall of the 19th’”
contury, held a scat in the legislature frome 1851 to 1867,

representing Colehester. County. -Archibald's polilical
presence, whoether in elected or appointed oflfice, was a
major f{erce in. Truro's political life. He was in faveur

ol Confedcration: .it was after his. departure from the

provincial, legislaturve for a federal seal in 1867 that

A
o

representatives of a new breed of Truronians began in

“carnest to take control of Truro's.political reins of-

power . In the years Irom 1867 to 1904, .Trurg's interests

. -

in provincial politics wereé represcented by a series of
: : . _ . e S S §

mercHants” and lawyers who had more or less.tied themselves

. w25 NS ’ . ,
to the."new Trure"/"7 -These men were enthusiastic about
. ) .. oo . .l I . - C.:D . .. .
Truro’'s ' place in the new Dominion.

"Bywlhel188075,MUnicipal politics reflected the

N e

changing «structure of Trurc society. The town of. L

)
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Truro 'was incorporated in 187“ There was more

Jox promotion of the interests ol industy y 'and commerce

- . - . - . [ . . » .
direction of Amherst, lalifax, and Pictou, -and industrial

than there had bcen_underzthe,o]d systoem, and gho_ﬁompo~
s%ﬁjon of’&own'governmont ro[L cted bhj¥.“ Pro(ossioﬁa]
men ]J'i((: j'awyef 'flsr'ae]_ ’I;.ongworllh" and 'Dr‘.' Dol Muir held
the-ppéit%on of mayor; so did mgrchaﬁts_chhﬁrd.Crmiq
and D J . ’.!‘hbm'ag . 26

In 1871‘Lhé jraiﬁhtrackq_ran‘frOm Tyﬂ*o in the
deveﬂohﬁent had beéun, 'Thc Halifdx,ﬁgqgigg;gggqgégg of

November 15, 187F said of Truro “(t)his town ov rather

village, b_i?f\'% fair, at the present -time to become very

‘soon the [irst manufad¢turing tdwn dun the Maritime Pro- - 7 \

. ¢ 27 ' . . ' )
vinces. """ - The artdcle went on Lo point out the advan-

tages of '_I‘J‘m‘o‘s localion, and mentioncd such 1ndu llJLL,
Jes, el LA :

‘as the “vL&‘nll(‘]C‘ WOOJ an Ml]l - "the ]ai'g_.czst of 1Us kin(,l(

in Nova ScoLja" - the car fac¢lory; and such nearby i1ndus<

‘triés' s, tho. Acadia lron Works in l_.ondohdoxgry, Lhe

,’,l‘r‘urc; Boot, and Shoce a(*Lm y, all rvcently opened and

PorLaun gue cl’wan factory and the Onslow Cheesc.Faclory.
I : . :

!\r'ti-cle.‘_s in the Haljfax Citizen of [)ébmnbczr 2 &9, 1871, '

.

and the Agadian _Recorder‘ ofl January 4,- !87? 1“@51"(:.3" to the
Tfuro',1"‘urniturc ,'-F‘actor\y, the Truro Iron 1ou"1dry and the -

- rdpidly {:xpandlng . 8 ‘l‘hc_j Provincial Normal ‘school, csta- o .

)

"blished in 1855, attracted [)‘rgspéctivé ‘Leachers [rom.

. ’
-

.around the province, as well as some noted educalionalists

<
.
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sand professors. .

.

The character of Truro-society was also changing:

Althouéh nenc of Lhé 4800 beop}e who lived +n Truro-

. L - ' . . :
consus digtrict in 4871 were very far removed [rom -an

v -

agricultural past, an increasing number of individuals

- . - 30 4 e ey
woeresinvolved in wage -labour. Included in this new

class of - workers  were the beginnings i what was to be

a sizable population of railway cmployces. Perhaps the

nost vjsiblé symbol OL_thG'comjng chaﬂgeg'in'thé,éompo—
sition of Truro's population was tﬁo arriVai, in ibe
.our]y 1560's, bf‘a nuhbor of‘ﬁamilies of blgcks. There
hﬁd bécn a very small biagk presence in dero in fho:-
18¢h mepiury: _jndccd, Lheeﬁév..ﬂnnje] Cb%k, Truro&s
fixst.glérgfmanﬂ Qaéiceﬁsured_by?sgme-of-hjg Dresby;
.Lcrian'bréthcrn Tér owﬁihg a SJavoi§1':There is little’
reference, howevor; Lo fh@ breégnce of b]acklfamiliés

dn Truro prior to the 1861 census. Robert Connelly and

Samuel Jones appcared in that yecar in’ the census hanu-

A

script:i by 1864, Hgﬁéhinson‘S‘Nova.ScOtja Directory'

lists eight men who ave identified as ‘being of "African”

'b}jgin in the 1871‘Ccnsus.32 Accbyding to cvidence
availabﬂc(Ffom.marriagc;requds,‘alm§$£ a]l‘of.thesé.
péopie'camgifroﬁ.bquklcoﬁmﬁnitics‘iﬁ:thC'Tfachic

araea :of GuysbofcughiCanty.j3 \16>187ﬁ there were 117»
biabks in Trﬂfo; “This ﬁﬁgratidn cdn£ihued thfoughqut
The\?870‘s:aud Y'8=0 '_5: by 1891‘mést'bflthf'blacks:whose F

, . . “
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for.we have-little speciflic compent on the ddjustment:

. residents weatheréd the uphecaval of thé industrialization -

birthﬁlace.34

.ThQFG are Few'referenges to hlackg Eh‘thn-%rdrp
ﬁcwspapers of the late 1B[h_cpnturyv and ver? littio
eyidencé'or therr stéLuslfn Truro socicty. ‘The.men -

tended to be labourers in ithe 4860'5 and ‘7@'5;'factory

workers in the 1880's and, ‘increasingly, rallway cmployoos
R Y !

-in the 18%0's.  The women were recorded as scervanbs wilh

fo(@ﬂ1ly théb.§QﬁK{ fréquency. as thelr \ﬂ{iL() s1isLlors; 'thu
éhi]dren ware as 1iah]b'qs wﬁitc chj]drén Lo go Lo school,
although it is unlikely thatthoy a?tcn@od ‘the Model
SCh&Ol.WbSCh waS_aLtaChod'tQ ThQ Prov{ndja] Normal S;hpul:
We have no Ovidgaco-abodt the qdaJiLy of Jj1§ o1
blacks‘ih Truro; The Véry'TdYQ.nGWSthGI.TO{éTenécslHYD;

¢ondescending .in their praisce of the local "colouved

Cfolk™, but’ by, the same tokom-wotdo'not fird the slurying .

remarks which appear regularly in the:"Police Court”

-t : L . ‘
. . L ] .
columns of the Halifax papers.. .
N As“a visiple ‘minority, we might expect that blacks

might have had a harder time adjusting to the ways of

Truro society than would théir white counterparts. It is,

‘hoWever)'dinicﬁlt.to.moabure'the;gfuth of this hypothesis,

problems of any of the new @rrivals to the town. Most of © . .

our cvidence comments on/the ways that long-time Truro

J\'

u

- .', 7 ) .‘ .\\.

L . S0 ) . . . .
"marriages were recorded in Truro gave Truro ds their

b2
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process’. . .
Bt 1887 the transformation” of "Truro socicty was well.

underway . The town had becn made a separate census dis-
trict from the 'surrounding rural areas: " included in its

. . 36 . ) . o i . . i ». ] ) .
population of 3500 were a large nmumber of factory workers,

day labourers and railway emplovyees.. The town had been
incorporated in 1875, A, that time, an editorial in the

local newspaper commented on Truro's, increasing prospevity:

i

Tt is but a few years since Pruro assumed
any proportions as a town, and it is within’
Lhe memory of many now living, when the
Jwaving pine and sprnco and Lhe .rustling
poplar, with their deep forest shades, cov-
“eved our streets. A few years has producced-
a wonderful metamorphdsis and hreyre the
sounds of the brute LrLaLloL//zre,nightly
borne on the air, wa are startled hy' the din
af %team engines and huge machinery working:
and créaking. at the bid of our fellow men.
A ShO]tLI time is it - since the eagtern part
of our town with i1ts handsomé strects, houscs,
stores ‘and public offices sprang up and
;du11ng all this change from the "lPorest.

prlmova]".to the present time, our people - -
have been, 3gare ful1y watching our manulac- -
L01105 Co

.

.On the occasion of Trure's natal day celebration. in

1882, Sir Adams George Archibald, -a local man who had by
Lhis timo.bccomp Lieutenenthovernor.ofAtho prdvinCeﬁ

dOSLlJde the. phyqlcal chaxacterJutlct of Lhe town. He.

.

Jepcatod the prnxqp bGQtowod upon Truro by-prev1ons

P ,,~.

trav 1 wrltors, but gavo credlt tq-the 1nhab1tantg'for
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Truro's air of prospority: e«

Happily, refinement and good tastle have
kept pace with the population, and we may
say of Truro what can scavcely be said of
any other town of its size in the province,
Lhat Uhe poorest house or. cottagd in it has:
its little garden patch in front, ornamentod
. wilh flowers and separated (rom the sireet
| by a neat paling, the whole indicating the
good taste andithrift of the,gwner and his
love of order ahd neatness. )

Q.

o

Pigs -and chickens, obviously, had been resirained at last,

and the “"neal palings” with thelry hinged gates, were.a

symbol of a new sensc of ‘praivacy that was “less likely Lo
: ) -

tolerate fhe kind of intrusion chronicled by Israel long-

worthe
"

houses and

«

“Archibald's relerence Lo the "poorest

M *

coltages is signiticant; for 1t refers to’ what must have
been an_increasingly visible [actor in the development of

.
~

Truro's sense of community: The definition of "community"

A
EOR

was class—di_{"fg—}renti'a;‘ted_ for Truro, as elstwhere.o The:
s - ’ " . : ." . ’ ' &%‘ - ) -' . :
rajllway workers in the ecast ond of town had interests

¥

which were defined by their occupations and their some-
what isolated location withid the town. The merchants

and businessmen, many of them migrants to Truro, had
"social and cconomic interests in common which involved
boosting a certain image of their town. 1Re "old fami-

Jies" had a c¢ommon interest in the status guo: the
.‘1 , . N ) W R - . o, . « s

.



traditional municipal offices of sheriff, registrar of

.7

deods, oltd., bclonged Lo them. by an-almost hereditary-

“vight. Each group roecel ved Aifferent, things from Lhe

\ © . Jayger eommunily, and cach group had dilferent 1ifle oo

1 . B N

expeclations which the community was Feguired to ful il .

One of the most tangible ways in whichAwo can measure
Glass disparily is in>the spatial arrangement of Pruro

socicly, . Kenneth MacKenzie was Lhe son ol a local Jawyor
' i l‘ ) . . ‘ . ) .
and grandson ol ¢ oLmLy sherrifl F Fdward Blanchard whose.

bami l) connections wed“é cn(!_.!,‘(?ss’ly. iﬁ\‘}o_lnved with /\rch-ibalds,'
:ﬁicgsqnsnand oLhcr‘"o]dﬁvTru}olfamjlies. Hé dgécribcd,
Trom h;.‘i ;n<3ni<§)_“i_0.n;jt>ji .’l‘ruro i‘hl tlje 1__8’.10‘3 and "8,.0':?5, t'hé.
{)1%}{531_<:L;ﬁl- {1}1617 | i éll)] icitlyy, . the :s;(><:i al éjc>c)g11‘&11)l))/ cﬁf‘ the

- Lown: o S . -

. The town then stretched chsp‘and wesl “along * AN B
: ~a gravel bench bétween "the Marsh' -and “the ‘
Interval" .on. the. north and the southefly.' o
hills. The main street, -Prince, with the’ .o ' ‘ -
shops, the P()bt Office, Churche q ~and -Banks, Lo o
ran east the length of the Lown from-”N.ngOt
“Island" on the edge of the Marsh to and .
heyond "Inglis Street, a short. busy blo k. . -
. ‘ running %outh Lo the Railway. Station.  North '
b . o . of Prince SLIGLL and pa 11101 is Queen, SO
' I © close to the. "lnterval ", {that part.of tho
_ - ) ‘ - lowltand above. the, tide), that the back of’
T the lotsd dloppud down to it. --Oour. garden -
SRR o T we lived at’ No. S56-- was' in the re& randy
o Co " . 'soil:  Queen Streot ended to the west at
‘the Parade, now cal]cd Victoria-Square. -
v The PrlFCL of- Wa]c% Hotel, where that Prlncn
“of 1860 . stoppod faced. Queen Street. North ]
_ SN "from that ran Elm SL]GCL to an olm tree, R o
om0t - ‘and then! bent west -as Robie Street, running. - - .0 0
ST e a]ong the .gr vel rldge past the Cemotery to v

v




the Boardlanding :Bridge, where the higher
lands, north and south of thé River, drow
together. = . s . ' )

To the east, along the Ri voer and *the
brjdgo to Bible Hill, the industrial cra
in my time showed a bhelated head in a small
brick bu1ld1ng beside which on finc. days
clothes lines carried silhouvelles of mascu-

“line forms on whui‘h were stretched what

have since dained fame- and Lortune -as Stan-

field's Unshrinkable Undevwear. North-cast
s Mountain past’ Wthl\ ran

1 could see -{-?’enny

“the road to J.ar‘town.

Woe o ca

~had been ¢

cedge of .Lown, Lh, 'L the business. districl was beginning

to shift |
to the-rai

trial work

of industyi

Tru 1: u live
strceots, dw
L; ade .S.H_I.G. n
fs%_wofk:
childhood
~Th@. c
fin@fédéea
f@éxeﬂeﬁﬁer

families a

n note from Lhis description that the blacks

el gated Lo a marshy, undesivaple spot on thoe

./.

rom the Parade Squave in the west end of town -

lway depot in the middle of town; Lhat indus-

ers such as Stanficld's provided visible proofl

v

d away from the central core,’ ‘albheit only a

al employment. We can ‘no.te.l:ha_l\, the elite

CTow

ay. We might postulate that small shopkeepers,

and hotelkeepers lived-necarer. to At-héj r place-

cu talnly they dj,d'.nqt form a part of MacKenzie!'s

B

wo1 ]d . - . : - )
ensus 1nchcatos ‘that Lhe popu] t ion of Troro had ’
to over OOO hy 18‘31 40 o he citi 7 ns of Triro .

iencing a hous’lng CTlSiS, a4 - indi\'/jdua]s_'amd

]"l"lVCd in 5@cn(h C)f omnloymmﬂ :

.
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. Oné greal drawback Truro has exporienced
. C is - the lack of capital to put up dwellings
o ~ ol moderate expense [or the ever-increasing
population that comes to the.town. A man
~ ol means ccould make a fortune by invaesling
in l|pnd that can be obtained at-1easonable
“ligures and erccting a class of houses that
would rent from $100 to $200 a' year. | Ono’
citizen told me, there are over lLwenty fami-
lies now sdeking houses in - -Truro, bul, who
~counld not obtain dwelljng'hdhacs_dn'accqunt

: - - ; A 4
of the -lack ol such'within the town's limits.’

In the same article, the Colchdster Sun notes the ready.
availability of housing ol the belter sovis;

¢

There -1s5 ho place-in the province of Nova
Scotia so well adapted as a-location Tor
. homes.” In the town and in the outskirts
. .oare many pretty residences with more oOr
W S S Less Jand attached. - A number of them, | -
< E & perfect gems of country houses, -can bo . ,42' R
) Y purchased  with their charming appurtenances. L
&
» - N . - R . “
~ - . Thepersistent. noting of the presence. of the rail-
way in descriptions of the town . reflects its importance
Lo Truro's edonomy, bolh-as qn'cmp]oyéf and as a trans-
porter of manufactured goods from other Trure industries .
"0 the wider world. Railway employees, - mest born outside
of the Truro area, were a major factor in Truro ‘economy
and sociely. These families, some in their second geneégé B
a o Jtion of railway employment,” had in almost every case,

Carrived in Truro frem elsewherce. ' Leaving their old net-~

works of kin and friends, these people sought té establish
,/I". .
a
' Tl BN ! "
i }’ - J \
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new bonds. 0ltén these-bonds werd those of occupation

and experience - bonds_which could not

ho shared l_'>y' the

political and commercial elites
shopkeepers, leachers and clerks. JThe vesidents of

Truro had changed, then,. [yom a group of “familics .w‘b('\
. N . o~

were known, Lo, and often related to, cach other, Lo a™

much larger’ scciety whose uscluol alliances had more Lo

do with the ‘workplace and less to do’with' Lhe howme.

5
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i J.M. Mu [_»P']]y , ’J“h«v Londondm ]y_lj(‘l rs, (Tvuwro: pr ivale) 3:

printed, 1960), p. zo.

‘ ,zll-‘ami_]_j_es with gaames like McNutt and Johnson wére. l.Jy"
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the "origin"” column of "the 1871 census return. )
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Colburn_ and R. BenLlwv, 1830), “Pp- 318 319. 4
7"\nd rew Learaont Speden, Ran_y}ll_os /\mtmq the Blvenoqwe .
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1863), p. 204.

~
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Isracl tongwonrth's diary (privatcly held), Jan. 11,
1860 : o ' ‘ ‘ :

10, 0. o . o
(MG1 vol. 261 (W.D. Dimock papers), #40, S.N. Jackson

to " Woekly News" (n.d.).
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David Stephens, Truro: A Railway.Town, (Hantsport:

L;—m(:@l_oi';, Press, 1981), p. 38. ! o B :
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. For an account of Truro!s response Lo the
American Revolulion, see Mary -Bllen Wright,” "Of a

S Licenhtious and Rebellious Digposition: the Cobequid

townships and the American Revolution™ in Royal Nova: -
Sgotla Historical Socicty Collections, vol. 42, '
PR 27400 ) .

15,0, . . L o
Dates taken from the entry on “"Truro"-in Place

Names and Placdes of Nova Scotda, (Halifax: Public -

‘Avrchives ol Nova Scqotid,: 1957), pp. 684689,

16, = - . . . .
®consis of Nova Scolia (1861), pp.- 118-119.

"17gg2§ps of_ggﬂégg (1891), vol. 1; Pp.-240-241 .

! 8‘]‘110' rocords of Fivst Presbylerian and St.-'Paul’'s
Presiiyterian (now united as PFirst United Church of
Trure) ave closed to Lhe public bul discussion with
people who have seen- the records suggests this to be
the case. '

S

C . .
)I,.Ongworth , Apriltaa, 1859.

'2O§é]¢hor'5;A]man§g for'§cjocLed years,;1824~1860‘

21 U S - o . N
See the militia lists in Belcher's Almanac, 1824-
. SR EEL B DA RS e

1860. .
Shirley B. FElliot (ed.), The Legislative Assembly -

ol Nova Scotia -1758-1983, (Halifax, Nova Scoiia Dept. Qi

Government Sorvices, .1984), p. 190. (Hercinaflter. MLA'S)

o

23 g

L 7In fact,. the scats for Truro township and Colchester
County were-held by membors of one particular fanily ='the
Archibglds ~ for_GS out v the 101 years helween 1766 and
1867.- . . ) o . ‘ . o

“luipts, p. 100,

230( thé’MLA'S who.livbd.in Truro, Samuel Réttie
(1871-74) was a merchant, J.B.'Dickie (1874-78) was a
bank representative and F.A. Lawrence (1886-1904) was:
a lawyer with business intercsts. - {MLA's p. 351) -

7



2§Chroﬁiclo«ﬁeraLd, July 28, 1960, D 28.

27

Acadian Recorder, Nov. 15, 1871, p. 2., col. 1.0
:1'_:8 o l \.__.‘_'y ) ) ) . ] ) . .
Halifax Citizen, Dec. 2, 1871, p. 5, col. 3. Dec.
L,']B]] P 5., Acadian Recorder, Jan. 4, 1872, p. 2,
col. 3. oo ' C S -

Ono Hundyhd Years of Teacher Bducation (TLUTO

Nova 1(0115 Noxmql Co‘logc, 1955),‘1ntroductlon

- LT .
. LY

UCGI]_% u Em,;l.i;.._,_gi nada (1 871), voll 1, p. 11.

3]T Watson Smith, "The 8lave ih Canada” in ﬁgxg'
Scolia Hislorical Society Collections, vol. 10, pp. 55-56.

: 32]1_\1Lch1n30n s Nova Scotia Directory 1864, entry on
"Pruro". The 1871 census- lists 117 blacks in Truro in’
that, year. ' — :

gjfox more abbut the GLy%bO)ough b}ack%, see GLorge.
"Rawlyk, “Trhe Guysborough Negrocs-‘ A Study in IsolaLlon

in Dalhousic, Rov1ew vol. 48, #1, 1968.
' v
34 o o o s s e
The 1891 census does not record erhnic origin: thd

coensus abstracts Tist approximately 50 families whose
surnames Or religious affiliation ("Cloloured] Clhurch]
Baptist") identifies them as being black. <

Phe Iruro papers did nobl carry police proceedings.

36Cen5us of Canada (1881), vol. 1, p. 15,

-

37Coléhestcr Sun, Oct.¢6, ?875, p.'?} cal: 3.
38 . . S, ’ '
, Addms G. Archibald, Speecb upon the occa51on of the
‘122nd.anniv¢x1ary of thg'oLLLlcman of Truro by the British'
. {pamphlcet in micro Bloglaphy, Langworth, 1srae] papers
vol. 3, unpaglnaLDd) : R
)Kenncth vacKanxc, Sabots and S]lQpLL (Tordnto}

.1‘1Qatolv3pr1nted 1954), pp. 68-69.
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Census

41

"preotty Town of Trura".

Ibid:

43, o
For one examplc,
1891, -p. 3, col. 2. ~

Colchestexy Sun, Aug. 6 ﬁ89Q} p.-1, col_ /2,

of Canada (1891), vol." 1, p. 24. S
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. “uig CHAPTER 3

“The Marxied. State

v

When I mean to marry? - Well -
"Tis idle Lo dispute with fatce; -

But. if you choose to hear me Lell,

Pray listen while 1 fix the date.

When daughtars baste with cager feet,

A wmother's daily toil to share;

Can make the puddings which they eat,
And -hend the.stockings which they wear.

B

When maidans look upon a man,

“AS dn himselfl that they would md]ry,u
And pot as army soldiers scan

A sutler tor a commigsary;

’ v . ! .

When gentle ladies whohave got - . .
The of fer of a lover’s hand !
Consent to share his “@althiy 101"

And do not’ mean his lot-of land.

When youpg mechanicd are- allowed

~To find and. wed the farmers girvls,

‘Who 'don't expect to be endoweds

With rubies, diamonds and pearls.

When wivds, in short, shall Jroaly glvc
Their heargs and hands to aid the sSpousc

Wllhln tthr sires' one-story houses.

Then maiden - if I'm not-too 01 -
Rejgyced to quit thl% lonely life,
- 1'"11 brush my bhecaver, ceas¢ to scold,
" Anad lonjabout me for-a wife!l

B

PO . .
. FEE ’

s

This poeh, pr1ntod in Lhe CO]Ch@StGVlSJn of Januaty 31

«

1877, . 1s a conc1SG oxample of iho ronf11ct1na-ﬁxchtations

‘
B

P

Aind live as they were wont to live, LT g

7 ima,
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STruaro men and woman had-of married <lifc: Tu is j]]usfrmtivc,

-women into what was comuionly known as-the "mavriwd state”,

B

- . . C oo ) - . . . . R
too, of a changing community., une where "yvoung mechanics™
BN . . * . : - . .
might expect to come, into evoryday contact with "farmer's

girls”, and where daughters might have oplions Lo shaving

1"

a mdther's daily toilt" .-
The possibility of marriage was a {actorv "in cvery mect-

ing of single wmen and women. The solemn words of the:

marriage ceremony, prefdcing as they did the, entry of men and

were familiar to-all parts of nineteenth century socicty.

m - L ) ) k) | B
Fhe sacrament -of marviage was not by any to he enterod

:jnto ﬂnadvised]y or Jiqﬁtiy; but revef@ntly, discreetly,

. ) - PR T . W 2 .
advisedly, sobevly and in the [ecar of God". The marriage

ceremony was a rite of passage as well as a religious ritual:

it marked passage into adulthood and a recognized placc in

~

community life. 1t -entailed the setting up of a scparate

cnce or, at least the regrganization of existipg resi-

ptable ‘behavior (or moen as-well as- for Womcn} 1L marked

AcCcCe
: . . . C L

‘ - M . . ’ . . LS _. . . .
«_the assumption, at least potentially, of new responsibili- -

ties to-do with childraising and the support -and maintehance

of a family. Entry into the married state vsually meant .

entry into new kirn relationships, often meant a change in

cconcimic circumstances, and éven,. for women

', ‘entailed a

¢+
’

change. of name. Tor women, too, especially for thosc who
had' ncver Been invglved in wage' Jabour, entry into the

. F \



!

. marricd state signified the assumption of a job for which
they had scrved a long apprenticeship, usually under the
T : . el At 3o .
. watchful eyes of female relatives. The management of a
housge, the .ordering of household activities, the thrifty
. . . 3 - N N
alJocation of [linances, goods and- services, the bearing,

rearing and training of children - all of these were crucial

v . -

‘to the success of the new household.and a woman's ability’
"o along these lines was scrutinized carefully, if not by her
: . 4
potentral mate,- then by his family and [riends.
-, The marvriage ceremony was not just a union ofgtwo indi-

viduals, nor was the unkting of. two people in marriagé a

random act infldenced only by seitiment and proximity. - The
. N ° ’ .y\ - °. ° N . .
“Limindg, requirements and vreconditions of marviage were

shaped by social and economic” forces working ih the larger
socicty, and were influenced by class peréeptions and expéc-

tations formed Trom hirth.

“What determingd the boundaries’ of the married state?

Al
o Romantic lowe, a desire for independence, shared expericnges
and expectations, econamic necessity and the bounds of
RO © socially acgeptable behavior - all of these shaped the timing

~and formation of marriage bonds .in nineteenth century

sbcloly.' [In‘fact, the forces which combined to bé:pTesent at

oo

any marriage ceremony maké the cvent; a uscful focus for

stndying‘tho.organiz&tion'oﬁ family and community.
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The marriage data used in this study was compiled {rom :

¢

the Nova Scotia goverament marriage registers lor Colchestor
> . . . :

. oo o ) . . -
County.” Registered information included the name,  age,
' e ) : ' _ ' i
‘marital.status, residence., and birthplace of the bride and =

groom; thie names and occupations of their fathers and the

&
4

occupation- of the groom; the date and place. of the. ceremony; -
the name and religious alfiliation of the ministers who

performed the ceremony; thé names of the witnesses and the
. . : . . - . §
signatures or marks of the bride and groom. . The regislors

themsclves run from 1864 to 1914 for Colcliester County: the

years jngludod'in this'study were 1864, 1871, 1881 and 1891.

S . ' o t ° v : v .
(These were selected in order Lo correspond with available

manuscript -cengus material.) The licenses were recorded

geographically:  Lhat is, they were rocorded.in the com- .« O
. N . . te 3, .
. - b’b - . L

munities in which the marviages Look.place, regardleoss of

where pnrtjcipantsfrcsided. Thé sltatistlics used here were &

taken Trom marriages recorded for the area comprising ‘I'ruro
Township, including the communitics of Salmon Rivér, Bible

Hill, Brookfield, Johnson's. Crossing, (now Uilden) . and several -
N : ST e .'. -; . B - ’ .
‘smaller communities, as well as the town of Truro. . Onc.of
. . ;\ R : ' . . . . - .
the ideosyncracies of the provincial marriage reglsters up to

- [

about 1900 is_that Roman Catholics, for Some unknown reason,

ofﬁcﬁ aid not-recofd‘th@ir marriégéglwhtﬁﬂﬁhglgévornmnnt;7'
Acgofd;ng to'ccnéusffigmres, Romaﬁ'QatHolics réﬁf@ﬁéngcd

about 5% of -the popﬁldfﬁon For the aréé under study, Qo their
;bsence ddés'notlseriOdsly affeét thé fig;éCS%preﬁentéd héroi

¥ . . . . N e’
. ; -3 .
f .
g » . ~
J [ ' :
P ") \ .
LN :
o . .\
i . \
e T
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»

Let us then hedinat the beginning of the mnrr'aqo .

relationship and examine, as besl .we can’, the selection
DIrocess.

’I".]m Colchester Sun, tluiﬁ ](;)ga] paper. 'f-or the ]876'5,.
'50}51 and '90'5; printod ljtb]o.diroct advico'to.women'
about thessc]cctién of a maﬁc; except ta fecommend.that they
avojd‘marryjnd anyone who drank,'smqkod of was set in-his.

ways.g :Thcre was, Héwcvcr, Q faif_amohnflof advict to men.
about what to ] ook for in a wife. In the 1870's, the ‘
oﬁphasis'jn this advice Qésvéicaf and dircct. It was
strongly recommended -that men choose “their wjvcé Far.ﬁtili‘
tarian'quahﬁtios; the jmplicdtioﬁ bcing'that it .was as,egsy
Lo ]QQC a.usofu]_womah as a useléss one, and:muéh'more
SQUSip}e. Tho.gﬂg'owaeﬁt.-S, 18%7, reqommended a.wifo who

"works for a Tiving":}
’ R
!
i
e . ) )
You who are 1ook1ng for, w1vo-.aﬁﬂ com=
.'pdnlons, Lurn from the [athonablo, lazy,.
“hauwghty girls s and sclect those who. work
.for a living and never -.our word [or it
~iwill you repent your choice. You want
a qubstantlal friend .and not a Aoll; a
holp—mate\and not a help-eat, a councillor
and not a alMPlCLQQ;g :

% B ;
”An O]d o 1m¢r . whose advice was published in the Sun’ of

. Sept. ?ﬂ} 187&;“la1d out ”tho road of- usefu]pos: and prog-

porjyy"l'frn third place on his list of precopts.was this

admonishment :



o

a

When you gel ready to marry, selcect a '

~girl who is your equal -~ one that will o '
be industrious and will save what you

make, and who will be a help rtext to

you. fo : ' )

Beyond utility, women, as maintainers ol the moral [ibre
. ‘Ql o N

3 . . . . ’
ol socicty, were cxpected to maintain a high moralt tone.  The

sun's article of Jan: 30, 1878 on "Trained Housckeopers'™,

v

. Whjch'commentéd on the necessity of women Tearning the 'trade!

. ol housewifery, continucd:

... [Hlougekeeping must not be tonsideoved

the Alpha. and Omega of [wifeky] dutics.

Deepetr than this lice other gualities

quite.as indispensible and still more

necbséary Lo a husband’s or even a wife's
happiness. .. The bést dower, therclore

a mother can give her daughter is the
“dower,of perfect womanliness, for a

womanly -woman ‘can epley into her husband's
weaknesses ;- adapt hevself to his fancies

‘and by a pleasant [iction at least adopt | ,
his tastes.)l . o ) >

=)

By the 1890's, the qualities of "womanliness" had
acguired an increasing value. They were well-definad [or

Truro readers im an article reprinted from’ the New York

Evening World .in the Sun of Ju@e.4, 1890:

t

The foundation of sgciely: rests,on its,
homes. The success of our homes rests on
' L the wives. Therefore, first of all, .
: teach our girls how td be successiil wives,
Begin in their infancy to develop their
. ' ' characters. Teach th@m that.jcalbusy is

v .
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an. 1mmu,ﬁ]1ly and qo%51p=avﬁxce " Train’

them toe koep the smallest promigse as -
L 80 rodTy.ar an path, and Lo speak ol
poopl only as Lhey would spcak to them.
. Teach- them to look Tor ‘the | best quality
. in every .one they meet, and to notice
-other nooplc s Faults only LQ avoid
_ them. Train them to do small things
S 'wo}]:and'to delight. in helping .others,
) and. instill -constantly into their minds
. the n0g0951ty for sacrilice. lTor.others!
- . pleasurs as a means of soud d@ve]opmenL.
. Once given a firm: foundatlon of charac~
ctorlike this, which Lhe pooquL as well
‘as ‘the richest parents canrgiye’ th@Jr
giris, and no mattey what n@ -..{3ﬂly
~nr§?§s_th¢y will be able” 10 rise, above
it . e o . ' . : , 4

;
|

WHxln ut]llLallan qu ]1tLoP were still-vhlued.

Truro of th@ ]89QJS,,the Qmpﬁasis had shlfLLd‘flom
of skills a fagm wile might [ind uséﬁu to Skl]ls
< Lo oan urban~ﬂifestyl@. The Sun of.Marchﬁ]lL 189l

about linancial management in an article called "7

C Purse Strings®. It encouraged men to select rand e

»wcmeﬁ whd wore, capable of coping with domestic fin

e o S RIS
arrangemenis-® and asked that! men give their Wives

in thgyg
. o

the kin
more suited ..

Lo
talked

. ’ '-<| ) -
he” Domestic
ncourage
ancial\

credi - for

" some sense. ]ﬁ a comment directed at. women recaderd,.the

'

"HQLHDI Wﬁxn d Lhat {a]ny giri shduld‘béware of tﬁ

considers womon Jrrcsponawhlc cre aturéc', and squ

- . : i

e man who

‘estéd tH§b

'Couples'cumo ro bom@ ort of dgLGLmGﬂL OVLr domestnc rJnances

13

. E,toro thc wcchng 1ook placc L

5 ' '

tel Nombn wcroéﬁncou1aged to make the most. of Lh01r'appear—

«

.

ance and;newgpapefs Qf'the‘time{ the Sun;among them, printed




G;’

cially iﬂddpehdeﬁt"andﬂpast the agé of consbnt,béfofo they:

_provide’a dayghter with a ‘dowry. ‘The‘dOWQy/ ofteh_in the

. . - y ' "
more and more  advertisements forraids tg heauty as tho nine—

a »

teenth ,century drew to a closc. Men, however,” were oncour-
aged not to [all Tor the lutre of a pretty [ace. AﬁoLhen
article in-theé Sun of March 11, 1891 was cntitled "Plain and

Pret%y.Wchh{ Why the Ldtter'SQ~dften Maké Matches That are
the Saddest of Tailures": ooy

Pretiy women have less opportunities )
ﬁhan plain ones flor heconiing what they
were origihally ihtended tg be - sweet,
noble, patient, helpmates - simply
because men (on whom, the fault should

(; .7 rest) have cadséd women to entertain.the .

idea that life is ncither,a scerious nor
~an carnest thing.l4 Lo

1 . . . : . N
The limdited cvidence we have would indicate that, lor

s

'&n at lecast parental approval was not a signilicant factor

_in® the selection of a spousd. - Since men were usually. finan- -

5 -

v
’

even contemplated marriage, it might -bhe expected that they
‘at least-woluld have more’ freedom to make selections as Lhey -

.

pleased. A factor in the phbice-dr a wife may_havé"bcen'phe
approval of her parénts, ' Wills for Colchester “County “from’

’ﬂ.-" A »

1860 to 1890 reveal that some effart wés:usna]ly made to

s B

form-df  livestock ox .furniture,” served a. numbexy ol purposcs.- -

Tt was a token Of-affectibn;. it cohtribufédvtd‘thé.establtsh—
. 'VV. . . : - .t . - . - . . .

ment of the new household: it recognizaed thé contribytion.

}

N

s ut
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‘

of “the d‘a-ught.er, to the parental hm_ls;,eholc]: ana by allowing

hgr'to make a Lanjib]e-coﬁtribulfgn.td the value of. her )
'husband;b“properfy, Yeinforced a woman's dowéi right. in -her
vhusbéqé’s cs£ate; Often thQ.prppetty brought by.a.wbmah

:fnbé ﬁer-marringe waé cohveyédJ.usually to.a.daughtér, by "a

.widowed man as "everything her mother brought into my possces-

. sion at Lhe Lime of her marriage". Sometimes a will

‘ ] ) ot
referved Lo somethjngsa‘dauqhter had alrecady received as heing
R -1 ey, . .

- i) : 17
part of her share ol ®he cstate.

The inheritance of property by sons from father was not
- ¢vidently tied to pavental approval or otherwise of a son's
fiage.. While they regularly refervred Lo the marital stalus
/,» ] '.... . : . .4 N © -. ’
emale heirs, wills generally (did not distinguish a son's,

marital Status'cxccﬁ% bylreforoncc to any grandchildren which
might, ¢nsue. from an alliance. Whilg thoe.property willed to a
. ¢ . - 1 o .

<

danghter -might well depend on her marital status - after all, |
sho'might necd to bhaé quﬁanéntly_provided.for il she remained

,ounmarried 8—fproporty willed to a son was move Llikely ¥

depend an how much assistance he had "alrcady received. It
. . i o ‘ . | , . F
g ig jwmppssible, with the available evidence, to cennect- the
LA : . . S e An L } . - ‘ X
) receipt of any such assistance with the cvent of marriage,
- . R * . : R s . e N . .
3 A S . . : , . e .o
e although it may well have.been the case that -informal arrangoe-
. I e ! . . . . . . .
N . o , o . ‘ R
S ©wmaents to dotwith use of, land, workshop facilitidés and invest-

ment income may’ have been formalized by the instrument of the

i
s

- _will. “Noné of the Colchester wills in this sample refers to
Tany major‘scttlem@nt of real;éstate(‘for example, as being A
o - ; \ I Lt
PRI w1 . K . : )
~. ' . L ’ -
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20 : S

N

related to a son'‘s mavriagoe.
; | J

_Very little pérsonal’ correspondence has survived for Uhe
Truro araga, and such journals asexistL, all K&pt by men, ave .
' _ A .

t
¢

almost all 7in the form of reminisconces abt the end ol a long

c 21 . A, . N S - ' o
life. Such information as we' have indjéates that the perviod

of formal courtship and engagemenl was slori, bul was often
Co - Lo o 22 L -
preceded by residential proximily. he Ffamilty correspon-
dence between Thomas M. growo of Truro and his sons in

. ¥ . . .

assorted North American communitics records Lwo maryiages:

L

that of John-in 1859, which took place in Truro, and that of

. . : . . . . { ' - .
James in 1864 in Collingwood, Ontario. Thomas, wriling -of

John‘s-wmd&jnq to.a "Miss Chisholm', describes the-roundaboul

way in which the connection was madge:

s . . . "
You wild be surprised to hear that John'is
being married.on this day. Monday 1o a Miss,
. . Chisholm of Wallace, daughter of Wm:
! ’ Chisholm of that pPlace. Her wmother is. ™ |
sister (o aunL'Caty‘SMith,'also ol Mrs. BEbon
. Smith's.  She went.a year to, the Normal ’
School.-in "Truro and suppose John became .
; acguainted with her while in Truro. | - -
S pelieve shie is a very worthy girl. 23 ° ' :

< - .
. A 4

. . . : .. ‘ o n . N to ) .
Neither, Thomas, writling ol John's wedding to James, noy James
writing home about his own marriage in August of 1864,7 make

any. mention of how 1ong,ei£her rcelationship had existec

u

neither woman had figured in any correspondence prévious Lo

the announcements of"the marriages. “Thomas ‘did nmot subsc- .
gquently make any comments apout the brides of eitheriof “his
‘ . ’ ' LT . ] ~ .

. o ¢

’

P
Pl

.
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sons, but he ohyviously approved of the institution of

mar-iage, cspecially as a device [or stabilizaltion of reckless

yeung men .. ‘He had evidently made his. opinions in this regarad.’
clear Lo his son William, as evinced by the following reply:

.
.

1t appears that whal mother calls .sgttding
.down 1s qetting a wile. I have heaxd of 1t
being the means of sobering some down, but
in my case T think-I would be as uhsecttled: .
.as cver even T had one .:..  And f[or its
making a man’a better member of society, T
think there is.some room for debate, thol
musk adm1t if it does so it is a very

simple gualification. I #hink T am as con-"
_ Lented as a great many I see”round me that
s B O NN .
: o .. is sctiled down.?25 o | S

We have: an account. "ol one courtship, albeit a disas Flou%
C N - . . . Lk ..' .

. - one.  This took place in Folly Village, about [ifteen %;Ies

from Truro, .and it is recorded in some detail because it.

bogame the subject- of a breach of promise suit on the part of

Lhe anSDectSVG*bridé._ The casc was brought to the Supreme

Q&_ . i Coﬁrk in Truro:

Mr: Gourley .very cleverly opened the case
. : -and alluded to 'the early court Chlp and-’ ‘ '
o e K -undoubted ongagoment of marriage between - 0 L L
‘ ' © Capt. Campbell and Miss FEsther Fletcher.
The Défendent prospered in business . and
to-day .was a man of much wealth. ' The -
Plaintiff was fathcr]ess,,and with only a
mother's PTGLLCLIOH Dafendent should have'’
“bheen a protector rather than‘the cause of
makxng her whole after life one of Adis-
-app01ntment and sadness. On different - .
, occasicns the Plaintif{f had entreated
caos T Defeondant, to fulfill his promlse and marly

' -
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- ' " her. This he promised Lo do on dilfcrent i
occasions. When he returned from . a -disLant = .o
ot * voyage on one occasion she especially . . o
igportuned him in the presence of her molhor .

and her. infant child ‘o carrvy out his

promise.  He told her he could not” just then )
. but that he never would marry any other -
v ~wwoman. * Again and again-he deccived the K

: Plaintiff with such false promises. AMier
his mother died he would marry her; again, . - :
after his sister's death he certainly would; - ’ LT
both mother ‘and sister passed. dway and
sti1ll Plaintiff{ got no repdaration.for the
great injury donc her. TLast winter.Capt. -NQ
Camphell married another woman  and this
action was at once instituted by the
Plaintif{ and substantial damages- woere,
asked for the outrageous and gruel way in-
which Plaintiff had been treated by Delen-
* dant. 26 : :
" The sutrt; originally for $30,000, was scttlad out of.
court for $3,000 and expenses.  Several aspects of the ’
courtship process arc illustrated here. First of all, a
father must normally have had a role in censoring his )
dauglhiter's courtship activities. From the account-of the . - -
‘. gasc as given abowve, we can sce that the presence of only a-’
. .female patrent was considered to bé a disadvantage to a womdn;
>.” P _". -f _ o . ) ] . - - : , -
. Ma .mother's protection" was not decemed a sufficient shield.
. Perhaps a .father might have been in a position .to ask quds-
’ ‘tions ahout a suitor's -prospects and intentions-——quaostions
: which societal standards might have prevented a lemale parent =7
,» ) . N ) ) . * ‘ . .‘ . .‘ N .. . .
from asking: Secondly,-a promise of marriagc was a serious , - .

X . . ) L N B I Lo - "‘..” . ) qlfl. N s
contract, e¢specially: for a woman whosc subseguent marriage oo b
prospects were closely allicd with:-her reputation. The ..~ ° SR G
. . . ..;.V - '."' . '.~_‘ M R —,\‘". . - N

. 5 ::’ a 13 '; M -
v L 3 5 e s ‘»
: R C “
..(--'v v P --. S K 4 " H --';*1-. s R ,ll s . ..‘N N
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woman in this case appears to have had a child by her

. .

. . . . v ) - “ I . ) . - . - o R . . .~ . ) .
unfaithful sultor. A thivd point involves the timing of the
ﬁarriagé'arrangements; Captain Campbell evidently belicved
thal JQhe health, and possibly the opinions, of his. mother and :

sisler were acgeptable excuses for the postponement of his

. marriage: obviously Miss Fletcher and hér mother were forced

<.

.

to be content with the explanations offerad.
“The role of pa¥Yents in the sélection of spouses is

unclear f{rom the evidence available for Truro. In most
. ’ » N R ,, - -t
cases, it might be assumed that censership of available part-

ners was indirect. Parentls, -after all, had somc control over
Lthe kinds. of associates -their children might be permitted o

‘have.  In the 1860's and '70's, the naturce of available

social. occasions created al natural selection process which'

v . e

organizced pecople By cultural interests and religiocus persua--

‘sion. Israel Longworth was 25 in 1859; when his-diary begins.

He was. a single man, living.apart from his parents, a lawyer,

a Mothodist‘and_h_tempefoncc advaocate. Social occasions for -

. Longworth's aéspciétqs

¥

-

him included -sleigh rides, temperence lectures, backgammon

qahos,'skatin@, church functions. including thc.regular church

\

. service on Sunday. and prayer megting on Wednesday nights, and.

other private gatherings, including-a few private dances.

in Truro were mainly male:  for

instance,: on Febh. 11, 1839 he’nbtes;"The'COﬁpany adjourned
L T N S 4
.Fp,the‘TompcyenccfHall'fafter‘ausleigh ride} and had a dance,

NN

b)

!

'Bﬁ;.thofé were too many boys to. the ‘girls fdr general : .
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iy 27 : : <
comfoxt." : C . oA
T - . DI S )
A sampling “of available outings (rom the Colchester Sun:

.

far the 1870's indicates a - somewhat . broader range  of avail-
able social activities. -In addition Lo the regular Sunday |

services and mid-week prayer meptings for all:-denominations,

there weré various community concef®ls organizoed hy onc or

T - . .t . . P c
anotheg of the fraternal.organizalions ol ’l‘ruro..8 Out-of-

town performers came to Truro as well, either as.musicians

Or as lecturers on various subjedts or for various chusos.

Truro had a 1itéfary club and "a, Philharméonic Society. Loss

Tormal éntertainments included Marvay's Civcus and a .skaling
- - ) .

C carnival, of which a correspondent wrote that "[7])here was
N vt - © % . . . - N

e

o - = . . coa .
"present quite a number cof the clite of Trure", \e_lhno:-; . all of
them single men and women. egs formal still were Lhe |
kinds of meetings described in’an 1874 editorial entitled

.
?

"The PosL Office": .

. badies ‘and busincssmen [ind it almost an
o imposgibility to reach the windgw.. We (ind
© that every third young.,man who gocs to "

. . .. . cnquire for lettérs hangs about the door .
’ - g cand sidewalk, and that when a ydung lady - .
L/(/J . ~ goes for, we may siuppose, love letters she

is attended by a bodygquard of two or throe
x - companions .30 ' ‘ o s

N a5

- . . . | . . .

3 oo . - N
‘iAnothcr.pdpularﬁTrufo'rcndczvous was the wooded: valley,

-

« - . 5.

designafgd'anublic pagk.B!g'The'adjacenb R

".thdat was eventually

waterfall had-been a popular courting spot for gencrations:

"Who can, say" commented one observer “"how often the Tates of

e . —




i

young pcople haver been decided under the soothring influence

. ) - w32 :
of those descending waters?” . .
‘Most .ol the bccasions where the young men and women, of -
X , AR
“ H '

Trro coulqd easi1y meet and‘socialiégfwore fairvly formally

.

Strgcyured in the Trﬁro.of éﬂo.]870's. Parents were able to
control the connections .1:‘110,1,1" children made by sgz]ecti ng the !
cvents Ehey‘could attend. Most évontshwere at nfght:_ an

escort. or bgrhaps.evcn svvohicle might bé.%eduircd to énaplé . ,
~a. young woman Lo aLLCnd. Parqnts-simp]y ara hot peymjt.
theiv daughters Lo ;1 ttend. ) .

By the 1890's, hpwever, childfon could noL =¥ oqs@]y bhe
’ 3 . .
.con ‘O]]Ld © The 11s1ng popu] rlty of spect atox and.parLipi¥

patory sports at the end ol the n;noteentﬁ century Wefo 1h¢

means of gclhOXIng Clowﬂs ol yownq men and women togo hor on
a rgguL@r basag.' Crncket, ba a]l and lacrogfoxw? populall

in Truro: lacgrogse pp@n]% as pec1a]1y o havc'atbrauLed
crowds. The Sun noted of one ‘game:

e L . -
. .o . 4

- .ot o .

We wére pleased Lo sec the number of the’
fair-sex present and’ Jy the heartiness of
their- applausc, that Canada's national | . . .
game is appreciatéd. by the young ladies v
of Truro. 33 o ‘

“1n oa nmilling crowd (as opposéd to thc [oamallty o( a A
concert hall) it was difficult io conLrol tho 1ntcrm1ng]1ng o .

of classcs. 'As_oarly-as 1878, the Sun was commenting on-the
o . . IERREY .. . o
poor attendance figuro dL recent .concerts. Recreation, as(

. N
" .
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-
_Qpposéa'Loi@hyentqquenL, had become an jnéroasinq factor an
tlh.e i inyes of Truro ‘.s -y(',)ung “peop] e. .."I'hc) ;opc;'ni.ng. of . Vigtorlia
'Pa}ﬁ‘iﬁ ?887; and-thc sdbséquépt f%cquency of Cvonts wﬁﬁth:
L'o'oik place iih‘e‘re-, of fered Tru 1.’(51_11' ;—1115‘ an inlorma I setti ng f'c.)'r

social - ov private - gatherings.

We have looked at g2ome of the considerations that a man

.

. e 1
‘might. take courting with him, and that a woman might cousider

belore she consented Lo mavrry. The more immediate economic
considerations ol occupation and income also entered the
calculations of couplkes who werce choosing mates. More speci-

.- ) . i N 5 o ' .
fr1cally, a man's occupation played-a role in determining when
he could wmarry. Available occupations for women had an.

impact on-the timing of marriage, especialiys in theslast

: .\ . . . . P X . .
decades ¢ the nineteenih century. Byit_bix.s time, Ltho .

(3

increased availability of waged work for women made-spinster-

hood a financially if not-socially aceeptable condition. Thoe
occupational ranking ol parents also had an impact on theg'
" : . , _

‘selection 'bf m;j‘ri?i a;gc»} partnoers and ii.n the d(_\,‘f‘i nition ;) r .fsor;.i a )
~_and cgénomicvcquctationé of the married‘statef

. Frqm11864:t6—]89l tﬁefe was_a.drOD in‘theghqc at Lime
of mérfiage forﬁﬁdth‘br{de.éhd‘groom;_ Fo:_gfoomﬁ,'Lhe' ?1

s

lowered age at time of marriage correspond&d to the availabil-
TN . : . o D
tty of wage labour. TFven farmer's sons, who consistoently

" married later than their peers in town, were marrying much

earlier in 1891 than-they had been in 1864. ... .
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nge dn'{imo'of marri ago » grooms:

’ o fﬁ&,._“(”) Trades/@gboufkﬂ).%orv1 ce* (ﬂ),@gé§ 
1864 33.4 - 2809 3608 336
1870 343 2808 - 325 T 310
1esl . - 3009 Cohela 24.5 289
1891 . 27.6 1 27.5. . 314 28 . B35

*Note: MosSL of Lhe small sample of men from this .,
group who married were well over 30.° )

- ng -

"

o -

. B . - . w o
LI

Boginning with the a111va] 0L the raidway in 1858, Trunoe

- - , ) i(,‘"“ ) . ' v a ) y-__,
Joffered an increasing diversily of wage laboué{ The buildang

. \ ~ -

beom of the carly 1860's, incréased’ 1ndu%1r alization in the

> * . [

1870 ¢, and Hﬁ;jobsnm@e available by the railway itself, .all

s

of fered a chance for young men to make and save money for the:

© suppork .ol a future wife and, possibly, thd establishment of

©

C - 36 ) L i
a future [arm,.bu51noss or trade.™ Truro boys, lee other
L 3 Y !

Nova oLOlenH, often went away to seck therr fortunes: the

COIYO pondongq\bctween Thomas Crowe and 'his sons is full of
N N . R s N . . . . Y

rgforeqccs to young men leaving [or and returning from

. K] .

-central Lﬂnada, the ﬁoston"Stdteé, Néw York and the .gold
AT e A 37 L AN ,
flwlds ol CallfornLa. Most of the men who left Truro werc

btop]nceﬂ, however, usually by other Nova Scotian men who hid

’ v

cdme'to Truro to work on Uthe i??zi]x«ray.~38 Increasingly evidcnt-'

in this period was thq steadily ris Lng p]OpOFLlOﬂ of .mén to

T women agoed 16—20,‘whichAhqs“Tnﬁeresting implicatlons‘IOL the

demography of Truro in the early twentieth centdry.
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elsewhere in Nova Scotia.

VT ' x . . ) .
° ~ ‘ 73
Men 16 - 20 per 100 wqmﬁn 16 - 20:
, 1861 90.1 - - . K
' : : : o / N
_ 18 -80.0 ‘ ' '
i 1881 03,20 7
’ 1891 1415 ‘ ,

As we have sceen, -Lhe young men of Trure benefitted [ronm

a considerable amount of advice about how Lo choose a wilo.

Questions of sentiment aré: difficult Lo measwre at this dis-

13

tance, aspecially since we have very fow personal papervs [or

the Truro area, and we can judge nceither Lhe beauty oy rela-

tive-plainess, novr the actual moral worth of women now long.

dead. We can, however, document Lhc impact of such lactors
as mobility and fawmily background-on the guestion of who
marricd who-

! . . R . - ’ N --\- ' ‘,” e
The marriage registers for Colchester County provide a

useful index of geographic mobhility, as’ the required informa-

“tion included 'place of birth as well as place of residence.

'During the years from 1864 to 1891, grooms werc divided

approximately equally hetween bheing local men and people from.

40 oy )
A higher percentage of women -

about 70% - weré born in the place where Lhey resided whon

ma¥ried. In 1891-this figure had dropped to 559, signilying

&

the gumber of families who had moved to Truro as a result. of

the community's growing prosperity. .




Eoed “\_:

who received a. wage, -and for Ahem to buy),

-Crowe was -writing to his son David,. complaining about the

-74

The most mobile group amongst the men over the years
examined was, as might he expected,” those who were involved

in Lraddes and labouting gceupations.  The leasl mobile, again
. A J ; - C

aé'might.bg expected,, were the farmers. © 2Al)l farmers in the

samplce were farmer's sons: _all of them married far%er‘s

davghters, evidently heeding the advice literature.  Farmer's

daughters, on the other hand, did not follow ‘so consistent a
path, and indeed because less and less likely Lo bdécome Lfavm
wives ‘as . the number of farmers availlable in thd Truro

. . . [11 .; - N

marriage market decrcased. The -in®reasing .inclination,

emphasized by availability, was for.a woman to. marry a man

: v

not produce, - the

. . 5

things ncedful for sustenance. As early as 1869, Thomas |

et

.

modarn womaen : PR o

. . ® .
. And the ladyes arc all learning to play
Lhe piano, only one in ten can wash, bake,
milk a cow or make butter and many-of
them .couldn't make theiy‘own shemis or
mend their own stockings.d2 o

Allowing fov.the normal bias of. old age, Mr. Crowe's observa-

N

tions illustrate the changing expectations .ol Truro women.

. If we lock at the occupalions of parents in relation to

. . . . ¢ ) . .
their children's marriages, patterns emerge to do with the

t

s . e . ! Vv : 3 . ’
andustrialization .of the community of Truro.: .In 1864, dver

half (54ﬂ3%)‘0£,a11 marriages recorded were of farmer's sons

N

B



N . ) . . R

to Farmer's daughters and 68.6% of all marviages invodved
. . . . . L . . R

ting «a.narrower

<
N o

.

L : o - _ S
farm families. By 1891, only 14% of all marviages involved
. R , e a o
two lTarm families, although 62% involved onc farmenr's child.

What this statlistie indicates is the increasing «diversity in:

.

~background and, possibly, expectation tﬁa? Dridés and grooms

4

brought to thelr marriages.
Since-brides tended to be aboll H.5 years younger than

their spouses, 1t could be expoectdd that brides would bhe

younger in corrvspondence with the decreasing age of. the

o

JrOoom: neither the, groom's occupation nor her (ather's. ocou-
. b . ! ]

©
[y

pation afflected the age of marriage of the bride. The moedian

age of marviage lor bridds ‘in this period was a remarkably
] ’ ) t . . s . ._ . ) :
consisltant 23 - hall the;women.who marvied in any of the

. i : . . . N
given years weré 23 yearg, ol age or youngei . Hy,lSQJ the

average age at marriage [dr the bride was 24.3 years, indica-
N . . . . . N

M3

~to take place. =~ In 1864,-74.3% of all brides married wero

-

Under- 30: - by 1891, 92.3% of women warricd werve .undér 30. 1

Tha popular .perception, well-remembered today, of. Lthe dealh:

of marviage. hopes of-a woman who had reaclicd her thirtioth’

‘birthday, wasa cold Tact for Uhe.wemen of ‘the 19th centuvy.

.- o

. L. . s P " , ’ R
With very few exceptions a woman -who did. net marry was deniced

A AT B
Y. - .

L . f AT ¥ Fao il
the i1ndepéndence ot her own hQu§ébOld4 {?XClUﬂCd at. many.

Ve e L

. . . oo o T T
levels rom the seciety of women-her éwn‘@geL;f;u

raat

%

e

. PR T . N

.: . N & AN U L A
a mixture of pity and contempt,#’ and Lhr&a&epgd_w;&h Lheo .
prospect of a lonely and poverkysbrickenold: aye.

N

o~ <
=, . ) . .- « _ vz
. - . - N Y N
N, omT P -, L.
e , R o e . M \ N,
. o, & - . . . 4 .
AU - [ s -
L v - ) ¢ .
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s . i -
B - ] A ) . 3
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range ol ages ‘during which marriage was likely

2d with'

f%ﬂiﬁbguqh_l
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i the sample used here. includes very few widows and widowers, - (
L. . ° . ‘_‘ s B . t ’ 'y , st I ' ' s . .
T censnus [igures.indicaté that widowers ro m\xriod almost as a
’ " matter of course, usually to single wbmén wjthin the prime
» . . L - : T . .
o range ol the harriagefmarket. On the other hand, widows werce | s,
P . RS ) . C : ‘ - . . ) - . s
: much less 1ikély ‘to remarry. The census jndjcates an increas- A
ing margin of widows over widowers al 'czgés where women werce 5
% . : = . - } . 49 ' - f
morve likely to die an ghildbirth. . Slng “women ovey 30
. oufnumgpr singl 0 mern over 30 at an incfeasing rateﬁ;brpughoqg .
.. LS T 50 C '
. o this  period, in the Truro census district. Young, single
"t ' ‘ . - . - - .
o f

women ‘were Yhe prime commodity. on the marriage market, and :
© . 7 thaey appear Lo havé had an increasingly short shell-life
LT . Lhroudhoul thc-perjod'undor‘study hexe. - - ) - L e

fBuL‘thﬁpugboht Lho period undor %Ludy Here, the women

ol Truro had,'in'lnC}oﬂanq humeIS, olccfod . for a time at

. it - . .
- .o . . N v . ¥ Y . e
" . “least; occupations ptncr than that -of unwagod domestac ' .
N apprentice. In 1871, ‘when occupational- figures [or women
‘were first available, about 6% of all women were recorded as
; .working at wage labour, Wwost as cither teabhers or-séfVantSZ‘ L
- A . ‘.. N ) - . " . N _er oL
Sl 3'.In.}881, 35.8¢% dfwsihng.Womcn worked for a-wage, anc by
S 571891 '59.2% ol all 51ng10 women 1n TEULO were cmplﬂyhﬂ out~ -
¥ 'éido tho;r homesl“-Thc chanang clafacLGr of the communnfy —
St - of Txuxo aécounts in some'measureifor th% rad:ca1 chﬁngo 1n
U Lho 11( Jtylc of. Tluro women. In 186] ’Truro was stlll at /
Tho beqlnnlnq of 1t% *1?nsformatlon flom a Small market town - L
AR ,to:a contre of manufacturg. Trhronians;werg jUSt_beglnning.r
A T e o T .
3 to rtowe to terms wWith the ways.in which their commuhity was - ...




. 1 . ’ ‘. N . @ - " - -t . . ' ) -~ .
‘directory lists farmers;, craftsmen and a-f{cow municipal ofi-

.Changlnq as a-re >uJL of the opening of the aqo ol stoeam.

farming was still a major occupation.  fThe J§§4 provincial’

1n 1864 Truro had just -begun ‘to change from a villagoe where
- ' er 7 ot : R ST ey

- LY .

- Al

B

cial and professional men, but  very.few indus trial occupa- .

. . . S .
- R . N o,

52 . ; . .
tions. Subsequent census yoarﬁ ref]cct-the increasing -

demographic impact of thé 1CR on tho.tqwn of Truro, both L

s I NI - e o K . '
dircctly, in tge increasing number of railway.cmployeas: who

v

‘made their homes there, as ' well as the increasing number of . Ceor

N

8

SN SV R . e ]
enployads ™ in the burgeontng manufacturing indusiry, and

1nd1rec11y, in Lhe 1noroagod service soctor of stores., banks
e EN $
and gongnant OfflPO% ‘educational fabilities and boarding - o %

housos. The number of Lfarm houscholds dropped from 25.6% in
. ¢ OPY :

4871_to 618% in”lBSI: many fréﬁﬁfed‘fafﬁgrs"faro;jhc]udcd

in thé 1 89] fdgurésJ R T
Ugnvorn1 way% S : : T o Y
Nottohly%Waﬁ Lhore'avmore‘diVQrse OlQLL]Oﬂ of marr'nQO“parL

ijdb of ”wife thus becamc av:w]ab]c t@ wemcn~£t«aﬁ éérlief

LN o . R e
'{age,,a$ is ref]octed in LhQ\marraage flgurﬁs a]r adv Cltod.‘3 B

The 1mpact*of ths chnngc in tho naLuro of Txuro'f'

v

P . . : . e . . - .
Ly BTN - . . X . . ) .
B e L X K SN I . o e .

‘economy_isievi@eht inrthe 1iVCS‘OfvaUYD”S éjngl@ womdn*jn

I O .' . . . Y
x .- . . . R

FJrPL of afl bo naturo of thh‘marrlago maVka Chdanﬂ

‘\Men-camg~t lown’%o work ror tho 1a1]voaﬂ or. 1n +hc ac{011~s?.

v e . B

Toow N e Y
' b . N
‘ . . '

“ner:, but thc Jﬂc1ca%ed propDrLJon of wage ]abour QLS ‘mado> o

U ) 'v‘ e . ’ . N

*‘young men. abJ’ tondpporttEamiiies‘at‘an-car}icr Ty, _Thb e

= . . L x

N




‘denthof the married state way well have influenced the timing

often shrink

78

)
R *

. L. .t R o . . . .
. MA.sccond, and significant, result of the industrializa-
tion of Truro was the . ingreaséd availability of wage labour

fér women. This had Ltwo eflfccls. Womon.wcrd‘exposed.po a

broader range ol men in job situwations such as factories,
. ) N , ; .

-

of fices and stores. For-example, the Colchestar Sun of .o
sept.. b, 1888'iccordcd'thé‘wcdainq of Ligzid Bentley:
. [ * -

For a number of years she was a saleswoman
dn-the store of Wm. Cummings, Sons & Co.,
and whence, by the way; a good many girls

Care married.S3
Opportunitics for women to- support theniselves indepen-
! . ) - . . : '

\

and mate-selection of women in Truro, even to the point-of .

making spinsterhood a moreé viable option. A lengthy article

-

:oﬁ ”Whé Dom@spjc Purse Strings"; reprinted in the Colchestern R

,ShnTQf MaT ! 11, 1891,“éommentéd on’ the necessity of giving -

°

. o 5 v L, ) L
marricd womgn some wmoney of their own, and peinted out that.

[ Yloung, womén whéd are self—rclﬁahr.fwﬁlcmrn‘good salaricas

e e o SRR -
from-marriage, because they cannot beay’ to be

Yy R b : ' C -

N . IR "541 K . ’ . . o . : . '1 g - . A
so dependent, Indeed,’ the opportunity Lo -make good money

one ;14,000 Nova Scotian

v

elsewhere had lured. s ‘women to

L Wt : h. ', 55 . © . h . - { -
Massachusctts alone™ ™ by :1885. L '
} ." . X - . ) L '.\ s . ) st . . ) , . .
- . A . f
Many of the women who lelt for Massachusctts went . to | .
take up positions:as domestic servants. The . role of domes%;c

;

sorvant was also familiar.tq -women who remained in Truro. -In’




.« o - M ) .
the 1880's ﬂqei90's about 40% of aﬂ]'worklng wvomen were o ¢
servants. The overwhelming majority of these were si rﬁg 1¢

women living in théir employers! homes: Most of the servants 3
in Truro, homes were "Truro girls" or girls (rom Lhe swireund-
ing colintryside [as best as may be determined from a survey
- i 50
N of surnames]’

s

)

They éppeax:ed in the homes of the Trumo

elite, but also in the homes of railway workers with larqge, Tl

young families. Servants do not as a,whdle seom LQ'havo bhean * P

treated as distinct {rom Tamily menmbers. | As [ar as can he

.- L ~. i A'- . _ﬁ . N - .
determined they alte wilh the Family  and worked wilh thom; _ o -

“ o
A

cortainly most women who had scrvants did not themsclves -

lead a life of leisure.. The women of Truvo do noi.scem 1o

B . N . - . . . . :
- hava been concerned wilth the "servant question?™, ol least on

- -~

of feeling a lack of propeérly tiabned hc]p_’/

N

terms
N t
Sorvants, -as daugliters, were., in many ways domestic appron-

--tices. “Only when the principal woman of the house was romoved
"hy death, illness ar- the birvith of-a ¢hild did servants - ov

$

daughtérs - take éhargoAOE”tho‘domeéth_wof]d, and in Lho%. S

cascs it was often a widow or older single woman, ilene was -
e . N ) " ) R . ) ) ’_ . .A.' y -
available, who filled-the principal domestic ro]e.ﬁ‘wh}]e.a
- . meove to Massachusetts, eveh as & domestic¢ &crvant, offered a

e , _ - - . . . ‘ Co
woman the prospéct of new horizons, becoming a scryvant.an her

. -
.o B

1
I
'
i
{
!

hdme community entailed. no significant change for a “'‘Truio -

*ogirlt, o ; . : o ' : L Co
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i The increasing proportion of unmarried women over 30, ’
.ovidént. from the census Ligures for the years [rom 1871 Lo
. 1.891, indicates ‘hoth ‘the attraction of aﬁ urban centre flor
uncnployed rurd) spinsters and the possibility Qfl an indepen-=
. E N : . . o ] . ‘ PR ¥ '
. dent lifestyle for women who could not fand ox did not want
. - husbands.  Thé pressure on a bride in the nineteenth ceniury R
P had been to make 'a carctul but speedy sclection [rom the
marviage market, considering that fhe man she chosge ‘was to
« _ , . . .

provide. her with both her life's work and her findncial

socurity. By the time of the 1891 census, éécieta] pressure

N . I
. . S . . . - ' ‘
S - Lo marry had, if anything, increasaed, buet economic options
v * ) . = . R . A " .
R o had indveased-as well for the ummarried women of Truro. ' C
.o the 'young couple, - -having examined thelr cconomic and -
v R - ) * - - y ’ -' ' - ’ T . . ‘ . '. .
social -options and having-been conditioned and advised as to
) v . . ) : - SR SR
theylife they might expect. to havé togetheYy, cnterced into the-
\ ) T : B : . '
. . . . N - . N R : ) . . v
v L state of wmatrimony. What. coulad they ex@ecq\t@ find there?
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S The subjcct7. "Which ‘would you rather havg“.a dery, good

'1n88 1910

"He Won A Wife", in which a man\rbfuqcs to q1ve up h1L Spipesdn g

' / w . ? ' 1 \ R
' - ‘ ’ R I .
N - " & l< .
QQLHOL“" - Chaptevr 3 .
) ) \ . '-x. . “ .
Yearenestor suw, Van- 31, 1877, p.o1, col. 4. '
! R e Lo
. Book of, (ommon Playe (Foronto: Anglican Book Centro,
L1962), . r)64 . oL T ;
3:: ‘" . Lo i ,é‘. T C o - o
It is. abQUJl pxocialm(d th@ (ngh“y_-u Sun ol .
Janualy 30, 1878 Kp;‘l, col.:'8) "to neglect’ a girl's domestic
gducation unti] she 1s Joady Lo bOCQmo a wite. The idea that

;a-woman‘musl.learn to keep houso by her own éxpericnee is
both foolish and hartful: Does @ man pul off learning a

* business until he is able to startffgr,hfmgolf?”' ) o . s
a4 I o . Ll <
_ “The members Of.the~onokf1old IIVLF}OH of ‘tho “ons ofl o
Tomnowenco held’a debate on the’cvening of April iz, 1892

‘naturod wife or a clean cross ong?" . The-cdiisensus was Lhat -
it.was better to be dleah than happy . (Blook11old . ) , ’
Biceniennial -Committee. - F_agmontp of"the Past - Uislory and

" Notes of Brook(lcld and Axca BroqkaoJ . pxlvﬁte]y printed,

1984, p. 83): . - , T L

‘ bPUb]jé Agéhiveé of Nova.Scotia (ﬁANS? RGi32t*§Gyié$ WI, :~h
Vol: 56257; Colchester, County warriage registers, 1864-1887, Co

N . PN

6"'

: : N L o o
Thet drea -was | dofvnod lo ihclude the communitics covered L

. hy TYJ}OVQGUSUS‘dlSL]lCL'dﬂ 1861:aﬁd 1@71.; LT T b T

~ B LN . N b . . PN v
e

2

: .‘7 . Lo LI
S h1s is “true For all counmoC cxcopt Halljax but 13*‘”'

loadlly obq(rva31o 1n quc}‘counilos a% Antjgon) h dnd quby R

N T . A - .
. . , . .

Bgsee the Sun, ségt._lsf.187é, p. 4, CQI;VGWI?A'WdrldVbfl' L;y’
LauLJon"= re: dlunkards, Aug. 14,°1881, L"1r col. ']fgvuow_<; 'J}“

corder «to, win the,qul he- waan Lo marry> et ,~»u <L
- o B v . : . A LN N " ) T ’ N - .“;‘ . ’ B ’ )
N 9. oo . Wt i - Gt S R > '-‘7,
¢, %Col".. Sun, Sept..5, 1877, p. 3,, col.-617 | T oot .
LT ;jif.. - A . L Je e
10,0 7 - . SRR . Coe e T e
Sun’, Sept. 24, 1878, p.-4, col. 4. - -, ) L
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éﬁm}uJuhe 4, 1550, p.‘ﬁ;"colﬁ 3.

1v§EQ, Mar . 11, 1891, p. 3,'cb]: 3; Tepfintcd from the

Forum. The‘a:lxc]y was written by Alice E. Ives.

\\\1 AJLLQ , 1_5‘::,.3"“4 , co] . 6 ) - ] RRE

5,

]KSQO as examples, PANS RG 48 colchester Will Book'C,~

d: 37, A{exandgr‘MacDonhld;-April.ld, 1864+ ﬁp.,269460,

William Smith,” July 30, 1869; p. 451, Pceter Blaiy, June 19,
1876; Book’D, pp. 184-86, George Reading, Nov.- 17, 1882; °
pp..175J76/.Chqr]es.Nclson, Mqrch 23, 18850 0 -

2

;6%00 co LhosLor LounLy Will Boek C, pp. 235-36, Rev.
ster,.Jdan. 27, 1864; pp. 326- 377 John
16, 1872, : _ .

Aloxand01 PSrr
Lhrlot1c, July

“

. oL 17500 Colahpé{or ﬂxll‘book C., p. 451, pPeter Biair, June '

"Bioe fox oxémpfxxColchustcl County’ W1]1 Book D, pp.
184-86, George -Readirgy Nov. 17, 1882; "ummarried dauvghters

o have adouble portiég»[offthb residuc of his estatc]™.

L ) N
19, ¢ L
See Reading, above
P ¢ - v .
ror a discussion of ¥Xesidence arrangements, secc e e

: )J%LC kienmath MaCKenal . ‘Sabots and Slippdrs
pllnL(d 1954) ;1 PANS Migro: BlOglaphy,'R G: G aham

lsraol Jonqworth,-a Truro ]wwycr‘ for’ thc: _1
Lhi" d1nry s Gin prlvato handﬁ._ P

o
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. U sun, June 12;J1889, p.‘zJﬂcoll
) . . . v t X
“Tlongworth, Feb. 11, 1860

L ?8Tho'Coichestér Sun of Ieb. 6, 1874 (p 1, vol. 1)
listed the YMCA, the Masons, threg 1odg<“'<3f A &AM, the
100F,. the COC and Lhe Tgmpcrcncg,Loqguo._ e

' 29 N S
sun, teb. 7, 1874, p.- 2, col. 3. . «
o 30, L - ' N
.o ) Sun,- July 22, 1874, .p. 2, col. G. : .
iJ} _ St 31V10T01ﬁa Park was formally. Op«nOd On,July -, 1887
: . (Uan(H%JLy women's Club of Truro, ‘Cobequi g_l__l_wl‘_o_xllgm
B . TrUJO privalely printed, 1975, pp. 84-85) .
N o ‘ 30, : , |
. AdamPCooqu Arch)bald s Speech on lhO-OLCﬂ%JOH of
, ‘the 122nd Anniversary of the Settlement.of Truro by the
British" (pamphlet in Micro: ”BXOQIQPHy_ ‘Longworth, Isvacl,
papers, vol. 3, unpaginated). - '
33 -“v : . P t N .. .‘ . ‘(
sun, July.O, 1890, p. 1, col. 2.
wh , j o o '
Vi et . .
) Sun, rAug. 4, 1878, p. 2, ¢col. 3.
! ' : ' :
ﬁ R .'35A11 maxllago tables compiled flom R.G. 32, Sqries WB.,
. " vol. § 7, Col "Co. Marriage registers, 1864-1891.
'136

acknowlodg@ with grafarndo the work  of my [cllow
SdJPL Maly'~ student Terry White, whose thesis on Lhe ocdnb—
mic and political dcvo]opmenL of Truro dur1nq~th1 por1od

. was' lccently completed. I have espedially benefited from a

.drafL copy of chapter 5, "Hustling Hub: Truro and Truro
Induery, 1862-1925". ' . o ' ;

.
. . H
'\, ) 5

: R 378@0-.opckially‘Lhe letters of David Crdwe in tﬁet
. Ca11f01nla gold fields and the western desert, MG 1, Vol. 244,

t

B

"i858 S1871; sece also the, social notes of the Colchester Sun o
‘htouahout.thé L8/U's, ‘80_5' wnd '%O'SJ ' ST e “""'; g
N 38 Manu cript census from 1871 Lo 1891 record’ thé ! b x Lh S
place of each 1nd3v1dua] P . KA IR ;
\ RN R

=
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39A]1 census Lablés compiled. from census abstracts' for
Truro dis trict, 1861-1891. It is not. possible to tirace these
single men and their impact on ub)oquont decadés of Truro's
history hecause the census gohodu]o% for 1901 and: beyond
have not yet been released. . Publishod census figures, while®
Lthey indicate poputation changes, do not follow the life -
courses of 1nd1v1dna]s et T :

'
t

J . . B . - . - .
'Oonly one ol the grooms in all the maryiages recorded
was from outsjide- ol Nova %cotl he was a merchant {rom

Porilafa, Ma1110

41, . . : _ o . . .

‘ch do pot kiew il women lelt Fruro -to- look [or {avmer .
hugbands, although a prime markgt was certainly available in
Western Canada by the 1880's. ' '

42MG 1, Vo].'244,'3232[ Thoﬁqa-go D‘vxd Oct. 4, 1869?
A3, o L
Age at time of marviage - brides:
: Ave. . Mean »
1864 28..2 ' 23
1871 . 25.6 23
. c 1881 251 23 X
: - 1891 . 24.3 23
i 4 R
Ma-recent cover-story-in prsweek (Uune ] 1986) pro-

‘claims that single women-over 30 have a jlqnlflcantly reduced

charice of ever marrying. 1t is amusing to mote that .the .
statistics given in guppoxt of "this new phénomenon:differ:
Jittle from similar statistics lor the nvnctocnlh contu1y

s
v

V01y few single neop10 made up SOparatO housoholdq in

Truro during Lho porJod under )Ludy- ‘ . L
'al@s %‘as single " Females . % as single

- household T household

1861 2 .5 . e L

1871 12 2.9 7 1.7 '

1881 A < 1.0 14 3.4

1891 6 S0 12 2.0

P

T 46 B " . L . - ’ o Lo :
% -4?Thoy night especially be excluded {from discussions -and
activitigs to do'with the birth and rgaring of childraen. *




- Scotia DLLCCLOIY of 1864 11%1% less than 40,

oo
%

2 . \
‘

See Kenneth F. MacKenzie's-rather unsympathotic .
des scription of "his aunl Sarah Blanchard Machonald who kopt
house lor MacKcnzi¢ and his father after Mrs. MacKenzie's
death, in Sabots and Slippers (op. cit.) pp. 12%-1260. '

_ Although Sarah eventually marvied, McKenzic calls her "a

spinster in spirit®

48Onl_y 81x% single women, made wills bétween 1861 and
1891. "Three of the wills de not give details of ‘the cstdtes,
but simply léave ovoxythlnqiwannoiher unmarried sister (Col. .
Will- Book D., pp. 108-109, Charity McNeil, - Oct. 24, 187%7;
pp. 471+-472, Savah Blair, Scpt. 5, 1888; pp_'S]S@b]G, Mary S
Allen, Jan. 15, '1876; this last was-ndtsprobatod until
Mary's sister died .in 1895). The other threc left morce
det a11od wills. FElizabeth Dunlop (BKC pp. 213-21%,.April 7,

1867),. left 600 pounds worth ol bequests, bul specificd, that
if Lhe eSLate did not cover those bequests they were to be
reduced in proportion. Margarel Chraistic (BKD-pp. 373-375,

May 12,.1887) JOTL $460 .plus 'a house and its- contents. _
Diadema McNeil (BKD pp. 382-383, April 29, 1889) lefL . 54000

"and other. personal praperty. . ' ’ ) ) b
49Widowod‘mcn'bor'100 widowodeohén to age 50
<1861 . C27.8
1871 43.3
. ~1881 . 28: 3. ) '
1891 . 17.3
Dpsingle'mén pet,]OOTSjng]e'WOmUn over 30¢
<1861, 103.0 S
A 1871 - S 89.6.- - : T B
1881, - 74.0° o T -
- 1891 o 0640 ‘ o

<

N ’ . . o .
J]‘Eor‘a more dgtamlod treatment of the tconomic develop-
mant .of Truro from 1867 to 1925 p osea I ﬂhite, A Contral

- Nova Scotian County and tha Iandward Pull: the Casc of

Colchester, 1867-1925" (unpub. M.A. thesis, -Saint Mary's: |
University, - Ualifax, N.S., 1986). _— :

)2By 1890, Mchlpine's Nova. Scotia Directory lists over

100 different occupations pot, including the various kinds of
occupations anllablc on tho railway. HuLchinson's Nova

LS
~



51 ) D o ) :
Slsuns/ sept! 5, 1888, -p. 2, col. 2.

Sun, Mar. 11, 1891, p. 3, col.:3. . .
. . 55 e e ~ . .. ' . ’ .- .
N . Pominion Statistician's figures, guoted in Bun,
ot Ahugl 14, 1889, p. 3, col- 6. - - -
- K . : .
) 56, . R . .
<" rhey had named like Pisher, McKénzie, Miller and cven
. Archibald - all local names,: although ecommon elsewhere. ™
T 7For the situation 1n Ontarido re: domestic servants,
sec Marilyn Barber, "The Women Ontario Welcomed:. lmmigrant
Domestics for Ontario Homes, 1870-1930", in Ontario History,
v. 72, no. 3,7Sept. 1980, pp. 148-195. For [urther informa-
tion re:  working away [rom home sS@e Alan A. Brookes and
Catherine Wilson, "Working Away" From the Favmr - the Young
Wemen of JNorth Huvon, 1919-1930", in Ontario. History, vol. 77,
mo. 4, bee. 1985, pp. 281-300, )
. a . h
. , * - 3 o
T
¥
/ ‘ .
. .o
. o,
' . )
9 i
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CHAPTER 4 ¢
Living Arrangements

6

. o
We left our young couple poised on the cdge of a new
stage in their tives. Marriage [or-thom might' entarl among
other things a change in living arrangembnts.  They might,

Jor a few months or a couple of years, take up -residence in

the home o? one or the. other of their parcents. - They might,

especially in-the later years ol the nincteanth century,

bogin stheiv married life in.rented rooms or cven in a board-
N B oo O . ' ’ .

ing house¢. They might rent or cven build Lhelr <)9W1) housoe

they might even leave town altogether for betier opportuni-

.ties elsewhere. . : : ' ‘ : .

For many young couples the beginning ol married life

was not the [Mirst bireak they had experienced in the civele

.

"of Lhe nuclear family. Numerous studies have documented thoe

“overwhelming Jn,”edominancé, of nuclear f[amilies in populations

>

‘of the past. At any-one time, a majority of houscholds

congisted of "Mom, .Pop and the kids", as- Bdward shorter so

elegantly puts .i.'t.,.)' ‘The prdblem with studying any one time,

however, is that it [(reczgs Lhe ceaseless motion of .indivi-
duals into .a snapshot of what was taking place on, say,

April 1,.1881. t«’t;'at“"js mié’sin@} from this énapshot is the s

cxpansion and contraction :of family boundaries .to cope with

.1l‘ Y " . 87 ,L . . . } “.



CCarmer swho was 45 «in 1871, In addition to his wife

St
w"l
‘VM
o -

& .
. N 1
v * . e

Lirth, death, marriage, illnesg, aging and various cconomig
» . i ’ o

and social cmergencies. The ten-year period between censusces

'ié’too‘]onq.lo catchanll thefchangeg in households. fTake,

-

for cxample, the houschold of Israel longworth, a Truro

Fawyer, who was 36 in 1871. That vear Isracl's household

. . N . . RN .
consisted ol his wilfe Mavy .and Touy daughters, adéd 1 to 5

years. According Lo his obitwary, 8 daughters were bhorn Lo

:lsrdo] and his wife,. yet: in 1881 only 1 vear old Susan was

listed. Longworih's-obituary indicates that 7 of his

hY

daughters were swaplt away -hy a diphtheria ¢pidemic which hit

A

thc'Tnuro'aroa in tha mid—]870'5.3 By 1891; Mrs. Longworfh'

o

had also died, and her place was being filled by Agnes

MeCardy, a, single woman of 56 who was listed as a house-

. -y . . . . o '
kaeper.  .Anothey. example includes William Archibald, a [I'ruro

,
v

and fiye.-
chiidrén; will;am Archibald's houseﬂéld in 1871 inciudcd his
pérent§, a Siste&; his_moyhér;in~law and a b?othcr—in;]ay_
ByalBBR-hié fgthéT haa diea, his moéher and.sigtef'had.formed 

a scparate’ houschold which included one of his daughters and

her ‘hushand, his mother-ih-law -and brother-in-law and two !

more of his children had left.) and William himsglf had been

.
N e

widowod,\haduvcmarried and at age 5%, was the'father o{'threé_
children undevr 5. By.189],:dli of the children of Williah's
.

; s . S .. Lol -
firvst marriage had laft honie ahd his sister, as welbl as his

. s . oot . . i - .
mother-in-law and brother-in-law. from his second marriage ¥%

»;had movead ipij K'third example is that of Eli Parié} a@éd 37
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© what ‘has happened to {ho people who «disappear.” The changing

3

»

in 1871, who was listed as a.tanner an that year's*consus

and as a labourer'in-subscequent years: In 1871 Fly was
. o ) . S - X N (I
living with a:woman who was prebably his, second wil{e” and

*

Five children ranging in age from 4 1o 15. 1n 1881 nonc of

the.children listed in.the 1871 cenmsus were present i his

- R . . i

houschold, his wife had died, and he was 1ol L willi a three

vear old boy. Afso'ﬂivjﬁq in the hoysc whﬁ A gingle woman:

aged 39 whose statsig was. unknown. By 1881 Bli- had remarvied
. ’ - ’ - '21/ . » -
and his new wife . had given him:three more childreon:
' . - e / .
- Az

Tt as di%(icu]k Lo:follow peopld,over time in Lhe
P . - . - .“ . ) . ! "
available historical records. Women, cspecially, tend to
disappear because of the change ,of name’ al marviago.
Apnothexr diflicully is that, in most cases, we do nobt know

.

of the census boundavies [of Truvo between 1871 and 18817
probably accounts for the loss of a numbaer.of houscholds:

A
old people-died, widowed people.vemarricd. and, & course,

8

. _ . 7 _ o ..
people delt town. ' - Crass—-census tabulations ¢ive us.

examples of life-course patternsg”and help us to undersbtand
. i .. AN

, some of the dynamics aof, family TiTe. A detalled examinal ion

‘

‘of the information captured for;us by the individual consus -

vear, however, provjdcs'us with indications of what peoplce
could expcct.at the various stages of their lives.
%. - ' -' ot ' ' .
‘Since.we have examinced the cevents-Jeading to enlry into

» AT SR . . . e
marriage; we,will Begin our examination of family 1life by
surveying.the bhoundaries of the married gtate.  We have




Nate. Ltwenlies. The median age of Lhe adult populal ion of

- _ : S 90

\ . 4 =
- s . 4
’ R - . . . . - ) i
already examined the beginning of married 1ile:  we need now

tor look at itg duration and the vamificalions of Uthe loss of

a spousc.
Throughoul " the perfod under study, women wore marvying
Lor the (ivst time in their carly twenties, men.in their "
L} . . . .

Truro during this Lime was Dhetween: 30 and 39: ab least 60% of
those dged 16 or over were under the age ol 40.. In the

S
. - P S : Coa "\ 8 =
abscence of any kind of systematic recorvdi nc} of deaths we are
Teft Lo caleulate litc cxpectancy Lrom the ages of Lha 1iving

\ ~

as recorded in census data.  In those torms, and thoy ave
E . s}
e {

approximately. the sanie for mon and women: a porson of 40 had

a one in four chance of reaching the Biblicallgw prescoribed

10

Aimit of threc-score and Len, or 70 years of age. Theo-

~

.retically, then, a marrind couple might expecl Lo Tive o .

together for at leasl twenty vyvears, assuming that' thoy were

in their twenties 'when marvied, and the odds.weve High that,

they would scc at least' some of theiy children into adull -

a
9

hood .

1 L

vInsthe early yearvrs of the period under study morae men

than women survived to age 50, a fact which is not surprising,

given the perils of childbirth. ”By 1881, the \m,nnl"u(»r'.:; had

-c-v.o.‘ned_ oul and women were as likely as men to reach “their

S0th birthday. However, census: Ligures Tor Truro indicate
that memy more women than men were deprived of thelr spousc

by death. Since we have.already established that men and
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~

“hold members on the censws foxm) almost half (26 out. of 57,

7 .
. {
, o 91
women dicd in yvoughly equal proportions, these [igures indi-
cate that men werge much more likely to remarry than were oL

: . . R _ ) . 1 J
women, and increasingly so as the century wore on. . Ry
1891, widowed males appear (o have been almost lour times as

Tikely to remarry, and 1t was not uncommon for men in their
. . G g . ) c e e 2
sevenkes to have children under the age of . 5 vears. The

v -

resultoof this remavviage ol older meh Lo younger women was
ol conrse that the women wore Jefld widows, often with

el ‘— - ‘ £l . . ‘* . - --. ) e -
severat chitdren, in' their mid-lortices, with little chance

-~

ol remarviage.

.
~a

* - : .
S50 we sce that men and women had dif{lcrent long-term

cxpectations of their married lifa. Men could, il they .
, _ - \
choge, vemain marvied lor the rest of their liwves, albbit

.

; , R -
nobt necessari 'y to the same waoman. 80% ol all men over 60
. . « - - Ry .

>

wore biving with a wife: 75% .had children itving with them,

The consus fakors_h\Lhe years from 1871 to 1891 classified

o )
851 of all men over 60 as being heads of the Houscholds in ©
which Lhey resided. 0Of those 15% who were not called "heads

of ‘houschold” (by vivtue of being listed [irst of the house-

-y L .-

3 a

. ) : . : N .
or 45.6%) wore widowers: another, 22.8% werg.single men .
: : e S ’ .
Most of the married wmen who did not-head their own household

wore, living with . non-family members. Looking, at. the census

y
N v

abstvacts, it would appear that men ceased o .be perco%vcd '

\

' i : 3 ' o .. ; .‘ . » )
Aas thee head of ﬁho houschold only in cases of inlirmity-or

.\

15 . o . 9 :
oxtreme old age, with the exception of men .who had ncver

N 5



married and thus,woera perveeivad never o have had a houschold . N

of theiy own.

.

. . .. . v .
For women over 60, on the. olher hand, wvidowhood was a . -
. . . a ¢ X
very probable civeumstance.  In Lhe years Trom 1871 to 18901 )
o 16 . . : : o .
R less than A0% ol all women over 60 were living with o
husband:  70% were living with children. - Only 20% ot all - . o

woman over 60 were ‘ligted as heading -their own houscholds. A
. ) :
OF those, over 90% were widows:_ only:5%.3% woera heads of
houscholds containing other married people.. The perception
1 N € . X .
of the census takers indicatced ninctednth contury sacioty's

hY . . N 5 )
official attitude towards houschold hjcrnrchy/ adult males

7

N . - e
! o . preceded adull females in status, and any marricd woman
. A € > -
. preceded a woman who hagd no hushband present. A different
hierarchy may have oblained when 1t came to adtual Jiving
arrangement s, when consideration was given Lo the senior . '
woman jﬁ the house 17 ’ {3%3 - ' . s
: e house. - g/ : .
. When nincletnth century familjes were in transition -
when children married or when a parent or spousce died -
_ o living accommodations were often rearrangad. The physianl o }*
. - ! » . - F :
[ - . -
. ' mobility that was a feature of ninetcenth contury sociéty S
% ’ . ’ . ' - . _. b, ’ N . . . .- et cr ;
extended even into the individual houschold.. The mumber and
P identity of pecople ira household depended on many factors? v
5\ " . the timing and spacing ol progeny, Lhe health or‘pLhcrsze
' ' ' Y ) - \ : ’

of relatives, the death, of parents or children, the avail--.

e . ability of alternate housing, and the econdmic circumstances
of family/ community and ghe wider world. . = - - 7. -

. - . - N \ f + - 3 i ' 4



N

The average sizelofl a Truro houschold dropped consider-
) S . ;

ably over the years between the 1861 censys and the census

. { . b " : N .
of 1891.]£ Tn 186) the average houschold size was. 6.2 N
. _)_ ._ b v» ) N
‘mombers: 2iﬁ 1871 it was 6:0, fn 1881, 4.8 and in 1891 it had
\ . . ' ' . .
dropped to 4.6, following trends in cvidence throughout North

o
. - 19
Amorpcn_

In I'vurc, the decrease was most evident in [arm . "

. . . : . b - ] A . . R "‘\‘ ' s s

houscholds:  the average number ol people in a farmer's

house drepped *lrom 8.5 in 1871 to 3.8 in‘189f) although it
: : . 8 :

must be noted that  the number of. farm lamilies itsel(

decreased from 25.6% of the population in 1871 to 6.8% in
1891: many of these wore headed by “retired”‘£ArMéTs_‘
. ° - A\l . [T

.
f . +

e

0

T e - . - ) . . 5 . - R LT
Households  whose heads followed: Lrades and labouring ogcupd-
= .‘I o . “ . _l’ K
tiens showed a less dramatic but less readily explicable drop
. t, . ' T AT )

from 5.4 mémbcyﬁ_io-187j to 4.8 in 1891. . .
) ) . . . . . ,

Whao 1ived jh\th@so householﬂs? We know that. especially

, s

in tho.TatLef part of the centyry, boarders.ahd sarvants

. N

were common, but first we must discuss a morg significant

o - e .

component afl most: houscholds - the children.. = .

Papular tradition has'.it that f{amiliés were large in the >

R ‘ e S - : '

) ' 'V\ I [ . ' o . ' :

nineleenth century. Thus il is surprising to discover that -

the average number of diving childrén per family in Truro ) _ p
was 3.7 in 1861, dropping to 2,9 by 1891. Census figures

. . . .‘ * X ) . M Q * ..u. X

did not take into account the death of children, which wyas/

. . ’ P . . '

as we know, a common occurance. In Truro, a diphtheria

. . L. . . . . . . N o ! 2 | -
1870‘5,Jk1111ng'an unknown fumber.of small ch;ldren.zo . No L
Sl \ - ’ C T e

eépidemic appéars to have hit a number of families in .the

- LN




% . . . * : v .t v
l .. N -
LR v : - %-_
94 ;
o _ ;
records exist. for Truro Lhat would accurately rdllect infdnt
. ° 1 . “ " . o ‘. P . . “q) e
mortality or the death of childrven, so we are (o 0/61\3 to rely .
on census abslracts for our picture of marital Ecrtjlity.21

H
o . - . , o / 22
Family size at the end of a woman's childbearing years®”

hovered belween 3.5 and 3.9 in Ti:?ﬁ\peLwoen 186/ and 1891 1 J o

by 189}'abeum 10% of all married women in_th{)/ﬁ;é cohort . L

" e e

hadl no chiddren living at home at all. =7
- . . * 1 . :
I a woman had marvied in her early twenties, iL was .

possible that®gome of her children might have.lelt home by - Cd
thé time she had reached her fortices. The problem of tLhese
missing children can be counteracted. in parl by examjniné

B v
v

those families who remained in Truro {rom 1871 to 4891, The
average size of these lTamilies, including all children cver -
- o . - P B

listed, was S.6: the median number *of children was™ 5.- This ™.

. . ) . o _ o _ e
18 still not a lavgeée family. -Jlowever, we must,recayl that S
memories owe little.to the perceived truth or othg4wiso of o
. . / . .

. N « N ~ i .
o, } . . o . /. o ‘ : L
statistics, ard much more to actual expericences,/dn this - . S

- “ .

case the prerieﬁqos of children growing up jp’]arqe fami- .

lies. T we look at family size from a child's point of - -
.view, we can scec that, a&cording te the decenndal census o
: . : . . J . . : . e
Figures, one half of all children lived in houscholds con-
taining five or more children in 1861 and 1871, four or more
. . . . . . - . . Y s N . »‘ ] -
children in 1881 -and 1891 . Looking at thé bouseholds which
persisted in Truro [or the years under -study, ‘we discover': .
‘that half of the children in these houscholds grew up with .
e . e ‘-' . h L . ’ ) > . ] \:"
at least.gix brothers and sisters. " o b
‘ P Yo ' )
: § s ' “ o \&‘5
. T . ;. . ‘ . '_'-‘
Vo gl . - ARCAAR TN NN el




- I - How,frequcnply might a new baby coma. to {he avu ago
hous cho]d> The .intérval hetween births appears to have bheen . 3,
! ¢ . N . " o .

a.fairly consistanL two years, at. least according. to the ages
of chifdren as recorded on the.cénsus.”™ If a woman marrjed ) C

oo R o - 4 . : ‘ ' ) ¢
’ at: 23 and had - hev-last Yhild at 45, she conld thCOJCLJcal}y !

P -+
o . - i

bear at lcast eleven children! - Many womon aid, 1ndeud bear

Y

°Chi]drcn'wth Lhis kind of roqu]n1 ity, although often the

B ~
. . s

a

last couple of children came at more widely spaced intervals. .

. AN T . . - - . .
An obvious rule of: thumb here is that, Iof women, the later

"~ Lhe marei iage the smaller the<farlily. ¥No doubt some. couples '
- o ] - \ .

\ ~

* e . . . . T S . .. . o ~
were infertile., lHoweyer, by 1891 it as obvious that some
‘“ "' ?-. ’ Y - * - : : . . !

EN PR
. . . AN ~r

. © form of bhirth control wés;being practjced. Not only had the

average {amily size dropped to 2.9; but therce was a substan-
% . . 4 o : ’ f . ' . . .

“tialsdrop in the number of completed families with seven - R
i1 s T 24 . e : . : o L o )

~children. v more at a time when more and morce women were

. . . . B

" ma 1ry1nq at. a ybung age. No advertisements [oOr birth cohtrolﬁu

melhods &r . devices appeared 'in the. issues of the o]ghcsLer
5 . . ) T T T L alla

0

Sun which have survived {or this period, but Talifax papers
cariying many such advertisements were widely read in Trupro, = C

v .

‘ and traditional methde'such as abortion, herbal remedjés,' - v
T S s S . ' : - . I 2# o ' -

: . . . e Ce R N . h 5 . . . o
coltus intcrruptuguand abstincnce were no doubt'in_use; . P

VT R Traditioh_peils us that while chi}dreh might not always
) have been welcéme in a household théy were always useful. ' N PIRO
N . . . .

5
e B

Thc dayﬁtorday La°ks of Washing d1she Ebfching'firéwooa

{ . L i

o anﬁ rnnnlng err ands could be per[ormcd by chleron-';the'

v . v

Sl : ) chlldren of falmers could be cvcn mOLe ploductmve 1n quch Ce




! K} , i ’ Y ' ) 13 l“” i .\ " .;.
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o . : » N
v 4 N - * .
asks as feeding and tending Lhe animals ‘and ‘'weeding and Co _
harvesting the crops. . "Chores" were part of cach child's - - '
, daily routine, and were not ri@idly divided.jnto gender -
. speciflic lasks: ’althouqh irigide w01 w&a traditional iy™ g
ceros ot 0 woman's ‘job, mothers of ]aLgo amxllcdvol sons got help - : O
- "where they could. Robert Graham,“dQSCLibjng his falher’s
: § . .
. +childhood in Brookfield in the,1840's notes bthat , B
3 . '_ i - e . ! :
B ) ' - t. oW L »
, ... [Plhere being no girls in fathe
. family, the boys helped the mother in tho.
. A house, and fathexr being gne. of the L _ o
younger ones, scems Lo have been~the S S ‘
“ mother's principal hc]pgr He. was a’ good - . ) .
: cook and a splendid butler-maker. 20, . e T '
N »
- « R ’ < < & )
‘ ‘Less thap'l% ol nll chlldr n fifteen and ugﬁcf wWore
! . 1istod:xn'the. arious cens use§ as being employed ouLsidc .
\ ° * : . . ) . -
their homes. Wtho this 18 ﬂWmQ%L CG]lalﬂly a gro 55 under- . "
R © . ,representation of the nufiber of children who-wcre'c@ntrjbu« '
R ‘ting to the family income, it 1s,w01thy of nQLO that, _ “
according to the ccnsué at . lcast; aﬂmoSI a11 of the children |
. P . . : N ty - oo .
‘of Scthl age in Truro had att%ndqd'sehool during somge part
\ N RS - . s L - ‘ . , . N
of th “Year when the qucstion“was-askea on the cansus -
. ) 27 o U . :
-sphedules Qf 1871 and 188] . S -
" :
. Whon dld ch11drcn cease to bL Chl]dron3 ~There 'was ta
o }@gal age ‘of conqent at whjch.time thc Chi]dren could marry N
- . ;) 8 ' . ~ -
w1thoup’ge1m1551on, or come into 1nher3?ed DTOD(]Ly . ‘Many. S
v / . . . "l.)' ., . . .~
.childxen, males as well as females, remalned'lnwthclr e :
: ‘ i \‘ - v : A




-

Family:life: it is time 'now to deal with physical.accommo-

-and Jang Chisholm, age 25,
.commenting on the marriage to one of John's brotherg,

‘mentioned in passing that "they are. living with us as yet) -

x

Ffather's house, until well alter Lhis arbitrary age. - The
fa . . : y a9 y

stayed atfhome, theorgtically at ]casﬁgundér parental

authority, until theéy ¢ould legitimately leave homa. 1The

f

only acceptable way for a young adult to .set up a separale

residence wag to marry or Lo leave town altogether.  No one
. ] o ~ Lo . e

-
N -

in the Truro census district set up a separate residence,
cven.in a boarding house, if their parents were still in

) XS
LQWH?ZJ

* &

When, f{or example, the children of Thomas Crowe

wished to embark upon independent courses of action they

s

.

.either marrvied, in the cases of Sidney, George and Caroline,

or lelft home, as in the cvases ofl David, Tom /Wfijiam and
A L _ : av r] ! el ]

af

_ CO30 .- ) . S ' .
Jamcs.ixq John, the last Crowe scn to become-an ipdependent

N <

adull, remained in his falther's housc until he marrieéed at

N - .
“ . e

'E\&JC 36; - . Y

3

We have examined sowe of the. demographic boundaries of |

v . . . P

dation of lamily members. Wo will return for an example to

tﬁgncfowe-family. Tr the fall of 1859['Johnhcfowe,_agc‘36'

woére married. . Thomas Crowve,

N

. . . B

“but intend living by themsélves in a.pavt our house in a few

e

31

'wceksf. In December.of 1862 John and his wife were still

v 1

1iving on the Crowe homestead:- their [amiiy;had been auge

méntéd_by the birth of two{daughtefs;az In' March of 1863,

Thomas. wrote:
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Johw, wife and threce danghtﬂ*s-as'woJI, N

}
, tHey still, live in' the housoe with us as -~ . - s o
, B ) ) ‘-hO has ot golt his awn guite ready to = > . : ) o
P move JHLO.“ Their children are a healthy,
n01sygand mischievious set, but weihavar
" . got used with them and I don't kndw how
N o we would da-without thom to drive away | ‘
: o N dull hours. 3 co .
i . . ) .
By FehBruary of 1864 -John and his wife had moved witlr ihOi]ﬁ
- » '. T\' ) ' -‘l - . . - ot RE
children intodtheir own house, almost five years aftor theiy
e 34
marriage had taken place.
; ‘ 4 ' : \.' .t’ .. =~ : . X ) ’ . )
) o The joipt residence of young couples with one or another
Y o ‘ . - - ] . : .
.ol their parvenlts for a period after theiy marriage was not
{ ' an uncommon occurance. 1In any given. census year about 3% of
all households in Tnufo‘inc]uded-young marrvied couples in
L -Co—rcsidence wilh one set of pﬂ]onl The census Lakers may
) . . B . . . - * .
have -dis t1nqu1Chod rela d nuclear families shar¥ing a table
Erom're]ated:nuc]ear Families who shared a:house'onjy, a5 was .
hind ' Lo K . ’ * . . . ’ :
- ) thQ cas 50 w1tl Thomas Crowe and his son? ~'In thig. case Lhe
: . . ‘ ) s 35 R
1861 census llbts the two housebolds separately. 1t may '
© well be that- many families. shared”residences while stil) o
wo e 'maintaiﬁgng secparate establishments. This kind of arrangg- . -~ :
y - © ment was recommended for farmer's sors who were waiting Lo - . .
’ nherit. 1In an article reprinted from Theo! Country Gont)
. . » : - . . ~ -t
The «Colchester Surn of February 6, 1874 suggests thabt: " et
" when pretty Mary White will name the happy o Co L
oo o day sece that'a few rooms Jn the great old -
_ Touse Shall be set off for a cosy nest for LI
S o ther young DaLr ' o T v ’
’§ \\ . . . Wl , . . R
vom e o ' ' R} v .
. ' AN v AL ' R Uil R ,';-a:\ L }‘,II: LN
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' .7 The‘avticle goes on to dobcr:vo Kh@ sort of ar.angcmont“
. . . - L ce i . ' . S a
, _ I . . _ #
cH o .Thomas ‘and John‘CrQwexmush havc mado fdr their families: *
RO . T would not ask: you to Vake the ybunq
’ ' A ) couple home, [or every. ma)laod ﬁa:r should '
hive their own homoi It never is wcil y
. for eld and’young to.try ta conform cagh -
: ‘ other. ' The young bride cannot adapt her. » )
‘ ways Lo those of the old mother, and harmony
. ‘ ~ - ca@n never exist. . Give Lhom a separate - . . .
e outfit, Neighbour B. = their own tablé,
.. (ooklng stove and kitchen appurtenance - S
“and nothing but the wood pllc and well of : o
water and ice-house in common, and then :
o T . you will all be happy; and when the grand- .
' children come, they 'will renew your youth. 30 ' ' '
- “; ' - ' ’ ~ ST $ 'u.' - ?". - “n
There is cvidence :of other kinds of living arrangements .
. . . St » :
- involving nuclear families and other relatives. " Phe census
abslracts for 1861, 1871 "and 1881 do mqp,giva clear[evidencq
) about tho 1o1aLJonqh1p of.. poop]o 11v1nq in a h?uqohold to theé
S . - .
: " , ) - 3T ) o L . :
- ~houscheold head. . In 189],vhowevmr, the census. indicates the
R nature o[ th0304re]arionships moro'or»less acgurételyf 15..7% T
. ol all houscholdq have one or more Jolatjvos 11v1ng 1n.the
house jnvaadition'to membérs of tho household hpad‘s nucléér
S family. This is almost 40% (39.1%)_of all households“cdhw
. . cL . . . . - Lt ot - - . . .
~Laining-.outsiders.” What's more, an examination of the 136
. households which persist<from 1871 to 1891 indicates that, .
, . , ) . S “‘ o L .. . " .‘ '. . ) ] . T .
) 36.0%fo(~hhe$clh@uschclds extended their boundarics At one
time. or anothOL -
& N Y .
b '?;'
3 B
. “_ .‘_ . ’ ; 1‘ ' A. ' K I i l
PR sl Teyd? s ) S =
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- : _The most common addition to a nuclear fhmi]y was bhe

i

widowed mother .of one spouse or the other s Othdér lrequent

. .. additions included grandéﬁildreg (with or without a widowed
. : : . i : - o
parent)}, brothers and sisters of one spousc or the other, |

A

and, occasionally, more distant reélatives such as aunts or S

“-nicces and nephews. -

.

. Detailed arrangements [or the sharing of living dquarters
are sometimes rcovealegd 'in the disposition of property and

effects made in a person's will. M most of these cascs, -a
man was making provisions for his widow's comfort and suppor.t
« when he allowéd her speciflic parts ol the house! Robert
Christié of Truro, writing-in March of 1867, left to his wile
Margaret one hall of the house with its contents, "being the -
part which "1 at present occupy, for her own usc and Lo be

P
L

entirely under her own control and at her disposal abso--

1utq}§".38 Rohert's son George got the -dther. hall of the

houses  the will indicates that he was already in.rvesiddence .
£ . . . . .

- e LN . B . ’ , *
S ‘ . there. Robert Densmore of Brooklield whosa will. is-dated.
N "May 27, 1879, was even mb%efexp]icit%hboutAaccémmpdations

‘for his.wifé. "Robert's son-George was left the Homestead and. -

all its effeéts,'éxccptﬁfor “the large room and'pbé'bedfoom. i
‘Off”the.fifst,floér and the bedioom on. the SQCQnd‘fioqr at
the Southeast corner" which, with their furniture, wore. laft

o, ‘.. to Géorgeﬂsfﬁqther.39 JameS'Millér'bf Truro; Whpsc will was

.éjgned on Septembqy'2; 18§é;fleft.his housé.ahd'estate-to,'

nff .. - his-wife Kate, and to his wife's nephew JackiFréser. Phe will
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. . s . s o
, stipulated that his wil& and her.nephew were to share the
- house, ‘hut that his wife was to have the downstairs bedroom.

There.was mention of a son who, {rom internal evidence, must

have been very young when the will was made; he was not

allotted.a bedroom.’o I . R

R o

Unmarried daughters . were also given specific accommoda-

-~ . N .
LN

tion in wills. Daniel Cock, ol Trurec, whose will was dated
Octobher 15, 1880, left a dlife use of the housce to his wife,

Mary ‘Ann. After'she died, thé hotuse and. farm were to go to

s

his sons Daniel and Albert, with the provision that "... if
eitheerf-them {Janct and Agnes Cock, his mnmarriedjdaUghterS] .
remains single at Uhe time of my wife's death, they shail

"have the use: and control of tht Southeast parlor and bedvdom

above it, "'wilh.access thereto inside the dwelling .house as,

. ) - : . Lo 41
long as they or any of them rcemain unmarrled;g] e : .
’ 5 . T . . : i . - D
‘Tt is impbrtant-tdipbte that most of the wills recorded {W
. . . . ~ . R . . .\ P

Jov the Truro area dquring this time peried were for "old"

Trure familics: very few of the newcomers who . begin to
dircectoriaes .

- . -

a

Jappear in thé.census abstracts and provincial

after f@Bl;had-probated,éstétes.byithe l890fs.'\Alphough‘
. S A R T
'ﬂﬂbpurerg,-;gédesmgn and the ‘odd railway employee 'did leave ',

'wills}-the majority were' leflb by farmers whose families had-
. . ~. “f' i L ® .ot : ’ ’

been on the land they werc leaving for sixty to one hundred

- £

om

cyears. 7 This feans that information about residence and

. B

. . . . + . .
dinheritance practices as gleaned from Truro wills has a bhiag’

towards the kihd'bf househol

®

a ih‘which'extra hands miéht be';,””

a

~
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o "~ in fact welcome, and 9150¢aibia5 Lowards .stable kinship net- 1 %

. © AN : L : .-,,‘._- . . - . 43. . . . .o
v - works whexre a sensé of family allegiance was, strengthened by Lo
cgeconomic ties to the,land. A delailed examination of *wills

prabatedl aEperfJSO]“might reveal afmoEeLdiQorscﬁsoétion of

Trnro'szgvpufatiénglas yoﬁngfmenfwhg had miératgd Eé Truro

in the31870;§‘andv'80?s égcd'and dicd. o R -
. C A cursory oxamibation of the dééa tdl]ecte&:(roﬁ deﬁsdg ' ?1A[

ot ! ' : . ’ . , s

abstracts, howgver,.reveals yhat'§hared fosidqncg'with\kin o

wag® alt least -cross-owcupational and occurred’in town as

well

as in the country. . The available information: does nol allaw ‘
. . - us Lo determine the economic stalus of all extended-family .

s {._c) be that of

<

=

. " houscholds. The pattern that- emerges see
ﬁeed rather than expedicnce ovr social standiqg;‘ The boun-- I

daries of the nuclear family were extended to.include widowed

43’

»

Sy parents, widowed children Or "orphans of children oy oot s

siblings and gthen family connections who, for one reason

’ v
1 N . A o e
. .- or fanother- required accommodat:ion. ~1In. the Truro arca at
“Jeast, the relatives whao.could demand permancnt accommoda-
\\# vt ‘é__- ’ S .
¢ tion geem. to have, been limited to-the direct line (i.c¢.,
’ “ - parents —,cbildren ~.grandchildren), or to people one genera- .
- tion removed from the digect line (i.€., aunts; siblings apd ,
W . . . . 2 ": .o _ - ‘. o
- the children of siblings) of jeither the male head Jf housc-
" " hold or his spousé. <Although in some Truro families Lhd
PR e " 45
rami fications of family connections!must have been andless,
B reciprocal kinship relations such as shared-residehce seem, o
S N from the limited ewvidence, to have hpen restricted top the
.\‘ i A , - Tl . "_\ : N T : :
. ; . P ’
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above categorios.

Within these categorics, again, there may well have been

some sdrt of hicrarchy that determined exactly who sheltered
indicates,

whom.  Woe wpuld oxpect, and‘Lhc evidence of wil]S‘

that philrfr<ﬂ; lj\kiﬁq.%)h the family homestead wduld sﬂwo];;er

thetr wirdowed parenLS, [df examﬁle. Anothor Lradition indi-
Ceates that Lhoe yvoungoest daﬁghter'@ouid remain alt Hmng

unmarried in order to care lor her aging parents; we.might
extrapolate from this that younger mariied children would be
more likely to open thair homes, but this’ cannot be document.ad

from the consus data. -Documentary evidence [rom one [amily

T gives some indication.of what rewards children might. expect

i

from special care or concern for their aging parvenis. Edmund

'

Sullivan, - a Truro cabinet. maker, was a widower of 63 when he

wrote his will in 1883, e and his wifc had produced nine

5

surviving 6hi]dren. T 1881 three daughters wereg living at

home: - his second daughter, Sarah, aged 31 and his thi ra and

fourth dauvghters, Katie and Sophia, aqéd 22 and 16. When he o

S,

v

wrote his will Bdmund made general provision for all his
children, but made special provision in a codicil for his’

o cldest. son, William, who had taken over the family shop; and
for Savah. "1 make this extra provision" he writes: -

%

for these two of my children under the strong . R
conviglion that they are fairly cntitled ‘ o

: ) .thereto in consideration of their faithful . S ¥
L service to myseli and . family, and will further
: ' radd that ‘1 consider this extra provision for

e

3:ﬂ_ ;: L . - ; L ) - _//%\\ 5  ~'  . 1,:7. ( ,~, ,  j;f
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my daughter Sarah but a small rveward fov
all her Dutiful and alfcctionalae regard
for Lhe welfave and combfort of mysclf and

family, and trust that the rest of my
children will fecl as I do that in making
this last bequest 1-have done nothing but
what- 1s lawful and right towards theiv

sister 47 . ®
2 )/}/x\\\ )

~

C / - -“\_,,M_-«-—'——_»»\\ A
N - " | ~

Another example ol the digtribution of people requiring
special care amongsi Lamily memboers is.the: case ol John

Birrell, agéd 48 1n 1871.° John was listed on the census

abstract as being "of unsound mind”" . e ltived in a houschold

with his younger brother, 41 year old James Birvell, who was
married with three small children. Also residing in the

‘Thousoe was 33 year-old Kate Birvell, prosumably an unmarriced
sigter. By 1881, Kate had married James Kent and moved into

1

a home of her own: her brother John had moved with her, and
was still listed as a member of the Kent household in-1891.
Kate had no children, while her brotlier James had three in

1871: depending on how unscund of mind Johu Birrell veally -

.

was, it may have bheen easier for Kate Lo give him the care
and attention he reqguired.

The temporary accommodation of [lamily members -in need

T

was a common fealture of life in Truro houscholds. Jane

. - ' % ) : : o
Chisholm, who met her Tuture hushand whan she was staying at
her aunt's home. while attending Normal School, was no doubt

one of hundreds of girls who took advantage of conveniently

- 1

located kin to pursuc schooling, employment, or d¢ven a

[

I : o S
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husband “in town". Social news published in Pugh, the gchool
paper of ‘the Trure public schools in the 1890's, indicates

that c¢hildren under the age of 15 were bBeing sent Lo town
, . Co : . " ' oo 750
Ffor school #hg, or sent away to help with family emergencies. ™ .
Robart Graham, whose memoivs recovded life in Lhe, community

o(lnyookfjeld in the 1870's, '80's and '90's, refers to an

old bachelor uncle who was "at our-home ill1¥ {for briefl

poriods in the 18807s, and mentions other (amily mombers who

took up temporary residence in the hoyses of thelr rela--
R
Laves.

Census abstracts give an indication of the mobility of

Jamily members -even within Lhe boundaries of the family unit. .

Perhaps the most stable and [amiliar part of family life . in

ninetoonhh~centhy TTUfé was the conéiqnt movement of family
mombers in and ou t ol the domestic civcle. PFamily alli a:nc:es
'could be dissolved or stréngthgnéd”by changing pdtternsrof
residency. A loh@]& cﬁild éouldhanﬁjcjpaté the arfival.pf
cousing or CVQn.niqéqsvandfnoﬁhews to roplqcc,abscnt brothers
and sistors: graﬁdparentSjmiqht %ake'éVcr some of the nur-
turing o{'ﬁhé younq&f chi]drgn:in a ]argé £amily: £he stress

ol caring for dged or infirm relatives could .be distributed
amongst houscehold members: the crises of illness and -death’
could- be coped thh'by_rctkcatihg into theé more sheltercd

enviromment. of someone else's housc.
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Many Truro:households, however, contained peoploe who were
[N .

©
>

not membels ol Lhe family, extended or otherwiss. Pruro was
. o . : s -
an attractive destinalion [or people scoking omploynent .
B . : - 3

The railroad especially scéms to have drawn ambilious young .

‘men Lo Truro's boarding houscs and hotels. The censdb.

abstracts. for 1861, '71.and '81 dd not clearly ident i I‘Ay t he

relationship of houschold lmomberfs Lo the houschold head; the
. . L . .
1861 census does not even name houschold memhers. . Assuming,

as we are obliged to do, Lhat cveryone with a suvname difiler -

ent f[rom that,_o!)‘ Lhe household head was' an oubsider, we

discover that their number ros® from 5.6% ol the population

@

of Truro to 11.6% in 1881 and 15.6% in’189). 17.4% of all

households had an oulsider in them in 1871, and that porcen-

Lage had risen Lb-B?,.G% tn- 1881, B)}_ 1891 over 40t of ;ﬂ]

houscholds contained at least one person who was not a menber
. - i ' . :

- - [ \ -
ol the houschold head's nuclear family. Before 1891, the

-only outsiders whosce role in the houdchold can he determined

‘were -those who were listed as servanis. Roughly as many men

)

. ° .- ‘ A2, ’ - - - y
as women appeared as servants in Truro houscholds:  they make

'

up a‘bout.'i‘}% off all outsiders in 1871 and 40% in 1881 . By

1891 all the members of a.houschold werce more or-less identi-

fied 52

rom the information available from the census

~abstracts a much clearer picture of the impact of Industrial-

rzatlion or rvesidence emerges.  The breakdown of oubsiders in

B .

CTraro -houscholds is given 9n the following “tahle:
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Over 75H% of these.outsiders'were single, and mosl were

A
v

undey 2%, Women tended to live under some sort of familial

-

4

supervision, ¢ither in the hames of kin or as servants. Men oo
were more- inclineéd to live-in large households with no kin.

A number of cstablishments in Truro appear to have catered to

“

men who worked on the railroad, -although it.may have baeen
chance that led five or more railwaymen to- live in onc

. e _ _ ) . | ‘

. H4 . c L . Lo . . )
Dboarding house.” . Cdriainly the railway was one ol the e
largest omployers of single men. By 1891, living in boarding

houscs hecame more commen, as opposed to living as a hoavder
(4n a - family house. . Men especially did not seewm to.adapt a :

3

surrogate family when they wore sequestered by distance [rom’

their own, kin.

4

~Co-residenee was not the only factor which determined :
the influence of family members.on each othér. The role of .

non-resident kin.in (amily life is more difficult to document..

Tt may-well be that memories of the closencss, of family -
. * P . ) . . - ‘:i

: . . . N -
- relationships come as much from the ability of kin to pool
- labour and share in family occasions from ther privacy of
separate dwellings as they do [rom actual shared accommoda-—
. e . . . . .

e “tions. In-the nineteanth century, as now, kin were inclined

- L i : e e . x .




oo ; " to visilt each other, and keep track of each othor's whbore-
abouts, to hand on clothing, tools and recipes and to -sharce

. C.C'
. . a- T 202 :
the duties of harvesting and childcare. o
. . . - - v '
The maintenance of kin nctworks seems Lo have depended .
: Cox : . . .

very much en geographical proximity.  Thomas Miller, wiiting

v

g " his Historicéfﬁﬁmd‘Genoa]dgicéi Roqiﬁtcr of the First

LY

Settlers of Colchester County an tﬁc 1860"'s, ]ost.trayk of

family wembers who moved any [urther from Truro than the
Stewiacke River Valley, a distance of only about twenty miles.

Thomas Crowe obviously perceivaed himseli to be the one con-

-

necting "link between his absent 'sons and the family in Truvo.
"I have. often thought" he wrote -to his son David an 1863,

"that was I no morc, thal our scattered Family would never:

: . . ‘ . ' 56 _
hear from cach other - this should not bp.”)) On- the other

hand, there are some indications that kin chose to getile

‘near each other when they .could. | The persistance ol "local

o

names” -in commuhitics all dver Nova. Scetia demonstrates the

tendency of people to scettle in familiar places, wherce thes '

fdifficulties,of 1i£¢ cdpld bei]essened by calling on Lhe

support  and assistance of others to whom they were bouhd By
N I . . . - : “ .
\blood.37." . o .

1
s -

: The cvidence of ‘census abstracts-for the:7Truro area
e ° . . L o, X - n ~ R . . . '
j

shows that, if the .census takers were-being systematic about

v

I S the pérfofmance OT'their‘ddﬁies,»kin Qefe_less likely to
reside near'each other as the century progressed.. 'In 1861 a
- . small sampling of family names indicates 17 incidengeés of |

ta
.o




‘o

"predict that the bu1den of chvldrearlng, previouély_distribu—

¥ ot . ' i . . v ¥ o
4 5 . . ' . \ ;
(] . * B ot = . N ¢ .
- 1
A
) - 109
[}
¢ I
£ ~
- . h v

logzdontla] p]oxamliy,.jf the Ccnéué taker 1s to bhe heligvod.\l

{This 1n(1u(1(25 only’ [)()Hbiblu kul wlh the same Surhame.§ N

’ ) oy
survey of-subsequcnt census abSLracLs shows that whilc taking -|
N [ T . . * i
kin into lho hou%c became, i[ anything, more common, living N
1 . * S ‘o
next to. +hcm bhecame lcgs common . Of course, in a town the
" K - o ; oo . ) ‘
size of Truro, even in 189],_ho one was very far away if they
. o o S 7: DR
lived within the boundaries-of the district. - By the 1880's
: B _ . X

however, the influx of people whose roots were outside the

. : L . AN oo ) . ‘
Truro arca had made -the  presence of kin in c¢losc geographical

prowimity an'increasiﬁgly less 1likely poSéibility.

~

What kJnd or 1mphct mlth Lho abqence of kih} outside bf

“the home circ]e, havé'on-Families in Truro? ‘We mJght LlLdL

ted amongst‘ﬁear-kln sich as grind>a10ntq and aunLu, might

" bie redisiributed tQ allow those absent-rolativc;‘tq be

replaced by an outside force.™ The move to an urban eénviron-

‘ment, with thc'poésibility of'availablé'Wagc labour, would

‘educe both the necessity and'the ability of men, and wonen

to call updon a domoétip or readily'accegsibIc adxiliary_

‘workforece to accomplish such %nbs1qfonoc aotlv1t10q as

%
_féaping ana'prSQYViﬁg thé'harVQst, cuttxng “and - haullnq f1rd/ R

PR

wood, or other . such labour-intensive activities. Comopérat,ve_

a.. o -

'erféy@ﬂmight'focus on the stresses of the new 1ife style, . f\,

perhaps resulting in such things as uhionsh-commercial

Organizations,TchurCh acL1v1ty groups and OLganlzattono ior

@y

Lo R

soc1al 1mplovement ' All of thesc would 1nvolve not fam11y,




“

" “but cofimunity activity, and.ihis in.a milicu whare family’

. ) ~and community were entities much more distinctly separatod
.o . . . - * . .

than the old communities full of “local namcs".

W5

" Parallel to the externalization of some of.the Tamily's
functions, . other family functicens might become increasingly )

private. . In a rapidly changing social c¢nvironment, blood _ a7

5§

was the connection which could nol. be broken: we might

r o i .. ’ . ‘.
~.expect that the kind of emotional support that previdbusly - .

e . &

. : /7 - PR - . .
can& from-a broader range of Felalionships might ingreasingly

come’ from within the nuclear family uniké We might cxpect con

- \ ,

'tha£ Ehektiés betweéﬁ'huéhﬂnds anﬁ wivés,‘Parean and child-
réni-brgthers and sistets, mjght hecome strongér in‘oxpédtq;
pjon.if qpt'in f;c&) and thaﬁrthe‘emphdes Oh”LhGSC élésc' ;':{
ties would put a étfdih:on fhe family. .1 O C B T - ix

The emergencé in the nineteenth gentury ol the nuclear S

0

family as .a haven in a heartless world, 7 was a roesponsce to

the. separation of work and home in industrial communities.’
Cruroniangs were not alone,in expéricencing the translormation - -
of work from a vocation to something performed to maintain a

o - ot ) Co

iifestyle; Thié'study of Trdro ends in‘1891,‘When,Lhe.'

industrialization of Truro, and in fact, Nova Scotia, was at. -

its"héight;61 ‘Nova Scotians had just. begun to feel tge’]oﬁ@

term effects of the new economy. The work world had becomd
' increasingly 'alienating as workers lost control of the skills

and time it -took to.do a job well. fEMdthonél fu)fﬁ]ment}

then, had to come from inside. a family upit whoge primary = - -

b




- > . . R .
o . .

"Hob" had become one of ensuring emotional; rather than

physical survival.
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invented the quantitative study of familics in the pasts

Feb. 20, 1902, p. 4: my own: Fam1ly hthory Tofers to, fov<1al

the Truro census ahstracts are full of inaccuracics for tLhe
census abstracts:

D 252
01881 Tr p. 126-0 576 F 613
F o232

o
ué

Footnotes -~ Chapter 4 - - h"' ‘

See the works ol Peter Lasletl; who more or 1685,

2 ‘ - ) - .’. . - ..
— Bdward Shorter, The Maklng of tha Modo1n Tamilyl

-(Now Y01k,- BaAsLC Bookc Inco: 1975 ), p.sj.

>

3.0c o ‘
For Longwgrth's objtuary s¢e Truro Dallv NCws ),

3

small children who died of cllpm heria in Truro during this®
period. (Wright family history, unpubllshod MS, privately
held.) . .
q . _ ’F\\ e
: Sce census abstiacts: . - :
1871 Trluro} p. 75. dlwelling] 258 (lamily] 289

1881 Tr p. 110 D503 F 534

891 Tr3 p. 36 ¥ 132 (all for lsracl Longworilh).

£
e

“see census abstracts: :

187Y« Tr p. 6 D 20 " F 27 (William Archibald) i

1881 Tr p.-19 D 86 F 91 (William Archibald) .and p. 19/20
D 86 T 92 (Ann Archibald) Co

.‘189] Tr 4 p. 250 F 97 (William Krchibald).

6Sl{e was 29, while the cldest child . was 15:  however,
lacal black community, of. which Eli was . a memher. See

1871 Tr p. 73 . P 281

1891 Tr1p. 47

"Percent of houseliolds tracéable 1871 189j-<m-:-136)
A1l tables arc drawn from the unpubl;%hcd census abstracts
for Trurd, 1861 - 1981. I o

1871 - 18.6%.
1881 20.3%
1891 14.8%

-r\‘,i

8Gévélhm@nt death records were kept betwcen 1864 wand

‘1é77, but the recdrds dre notoriously incomplete. After

1877, the reg1stratlon syPLem broke aown and xoc01d1nq d]d
not recommernce- untlj 1908 : Coe . .




‘Men age 504 per 100 women age 50+ :
1861 | 146 : '

: 1871 104

- 1881 92

1891 94

3 ]OPerceﬁt of population over 40  40%
) E ‘ 50 "30%
_— T : S 060 20%
S : ‘ o 700 10%

Figurcs are approximatc, [rom census. schedules..

O J ]chrcent widowed, 50+:
. - M B M/ ]

1861 9.8 25. :

1871 12.0. 24.

1881 14.6 44 . .

1891 11.5 - Ehl R ‘

Now o

by o Do 00

ooooo
£

WL

]2500 leam Hyde's family [o¥ @xamplel in 1891, Miram,
agod 72, was married to Ellen, age 30, and they. had a daughter
Teresa, age 2. 1891 Tr 2 p. 13 T 56. T

13, : : L o ,
Sec the houscholds of Samuel Nelson and Alexander

MacKenzic. In 1871 Samuel, -age 40, was marricd to Melissa,.-
- aged 29: by 1881, Melissa was alone with two children
- (18712 Tr p. 19D 56 P 70: 1881 Tr p.-26/27 D 118
F 129). Alexander, aged 45 in 1871 wads married to Mary age
23: by 1881 Mary was a widow 'with four children (1871 T¢.. = .-
D. 87/88 D 229 ¥ 336; 1881 T p. 37/38 D lGO"F'177).\ . ‘
ldMyfgrandfathe s romlnlcccn(e% include LhelsLOry
- possibly apocryphal, of a group ol women who were "laying
out" the wife of .a local man. One of the youhger women
coo oxpressed concern for the wxdowor "Oh laws", was Lhc
"response from the others - don't w01ry about him, “he'1T be
'maxr1od adain bofore the ycar is out." 'Married again he was
indeed - to the young woman who had worried about him.
(Wllght'(amlly history, unpublished MSA ‘privately held) .

) Moét of the men who had reJlnqulqhed their sLatus as
household head were ove1 ‘80. - . »




" bearing years

J ERY.
C16,. - R . o
. “Women 60} in complete couples: . o . .
. . . % —” . - . .

1871 42.1 51

188] 34 .1 .40

1891 . 38.7 65
17

This will be discussed furthér below.

]8 " .
The e [1qu10° ﬁxcludo hOuboholdq\ﬂchhgall Lhemselves:
vboardlnq houqns or. hotels.

19?01 a comment on this trend in a Canadxan contox see'
Angus Mclaren "Bivrth Control. and Abortion in Canada" ,oin v
ClR wvol. 59 #3(Sept. 1978), pp. 319- 40 . : .

‘OSOG note 3 above.

‘21Information on extramarital gﬁrtildty is even less
‘reliable. Birth records kept by tht government of Nova
Scotia from 1864 to 1877 werc estimated as -heing about 2/3
complete by the énd &f thal periodl No-illegitimate bhirths
were recorded for the Trurc arca during this,period, although
a notebook kept by Brookfield midwife Janc %oley Tftamilton . 4
'1oqords several, (see Joan Kennedy, "Jane Soley Mamilton,
Midwife" in- Nova Scotla H1510r1ca] Rev1ow vi 2, #1, 1982,
pp. 6- 24) : ! -

)2Dcf1ned here as age cohort 40 49. I - have cxcluded
[rom these fvguxes dny women who was w1dowcd durlnq her Chlld

5
l S

23 . ;
‘ There is, howevpr, a COHQ1dOTﬂbJG margln of orror-in
age rgcordb in the -census abstrﬂcts, a child ‘who was'”%"/ for

:Qxample, cou]d be a]mo L QL_jUSf turncd_‘, or almoCt'G.-

. 4Number of chm]dren per woman, at end of cha]dboar)ng
(40-49) : -

E VAN s o o AP - . ., AVe
epita 0 Y 2. 3 ;‘4.} S e T BT 10T,
1861 . 5.1 3.1 +7.2.9.3. 8.3 17.5 10.3 16.5 10.3 6.2 6.0 3
1871 7:6 5.1 2.5 13.6 11.9.12.7 17:0 10.2  9.3.8.5 117 3
1881 - 13.2712.4 14.0°14.7 8.5.12.4 10.6 4,7 8.8 8.0 ---3
18917 9.3 12.6. °9:8 14.8 13.7-70.9 12.6- 6.6 4.9 3.3 1.6°3.9

@? : 258ée.MpLarén} éELwEiE.,rpb.3322~323.

»
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P

'Cﬂp. 121,

lifestyles

26PANS Micro

Biography, Graham R.G.,. vol.

A

.21,

-

27Schoo_]. attendance was compul sory. between the ages of -

7 and 12; by 1891,
school boetween Lho’a
Nova Scotia ]884 CH
55 ‘ﬁ‘Lt 3).i

The 1oga1 age
sect. 1) ©

28,

29

~servants who were bo

Laslett deflines ‘seor

vants as ramlly members :

ges of 6 and 16
apter 29, Section . 76:

ol majority was 21
r oat marriage.- S

P

)

ardlnq in the homes of their

(RSNS 1864

Truro children were yeguired to attend
{(Revised Statutes of
RSNS 1900 Cap.

Title 23,

The one .exception.to this.role might he tHat of
.employers
Ceptaln]y pe ople'

who ‘worked as live-in sg@rvants did not control their own
Laslett, The World We Have Lost,

(Petor
York: Charles Scribn
gocicty before and a

Oug 1, vor. 24

Slye 1, vor. 24

dnmoJ} Sept. 29, ]83
. .. o /
1pias, 4124

v
’-/ o
33 ’

id., #132,

i

'. - ‘_;/. o
3 bias, w1a7,

SIbidys,
A %

353@% 1861 Tr.

36,

;{Thosu

Thos to James,‘Fob.
. A

er's Sons, 1965, esp. Chapter

fter Ehe coming of industry').

o

4,}érowd,famj1y papers,.
-; o .
4’ Crowe family papers {60;
G v ’ -

to James, Dec. 9, 1862.

1,

‘passit.

Thoé.

Thos. to James, Mar 21,\1863..

e

Pl ;AbstraCt.S\.Houséholdsnlg

« . N * 3

n, [ Feb.

Colc¢hester - Su

3_1-havc made w

38C[olchester]
O uhrlstlc, Mar. 1

-‘3 CEwB?D, pp. 3

se of the special

blOb

. 5 I l' oo
C[Q] lll] B]ook] C, pp. 95—
867, - C

-

94—395,‘Roberthénsmore, May 27,

8, 1864.

Ry

and

6, 1874, p. 4, col: 1-2.

‘ knowledge of. kxnshlp
nétworks in Co]checter County acquired during:my six years
omployment at’ PANS to clarify qomc of thesge lelatLODSthS for
“the purposo of my ta .

95

Now

"English

to

13

st

:Robert

18795




116

OCCWB D, pp.,529r532; Jamés Mi)ler, Sept. 2, 1896.

'41-

ccw;z D, pp. 16»7?] . amo1 Cock, -Oct . 1%,.1880.
) . _ ;
N e . . .

: Oﬁ tto*four egxamples usod hv“ , thiee were farmcrs
and one_ a Lallway conductor! all werce descendents of
»who had. sottlaﬁ Ain the Truro area prior Lo 1800.

.. \ : _ .
43 v

moen

s

"

For - WIdOWOd Ch11dr0n 1éturning Lo bareﬁtal homes,

(1891 Tv -3, '_p._igs/zq‘, 1C130) .

AL ' et o
4.lor otphnnoﬂ children sec Sylvester Chambers (1891
vy 1 P 13,-F 64): -Chambers had taken in a niecc. A further

descrjptlon of*1ivinyg arrangements for. widows "and orphans

comes in Lhis obituavy [rom_the Colchester Sun of Apri

S 1888 (p. .2, col. 2).

On’ Fraday J“st many in this communxLy wo1n quit
- surprised dhd grieved to learn of the doath of

Mrs. Clara Faulkner (nec Clara Wilson). %ulpriscd’

!

bccauso,the deceased. was but a few days p}OVlUHH\y

attending to her arduous dutie;_v1th hey usual
energy and application; gricved, hecausce sho was
;- ‘great favorite with all who knew her.. ~ She has

left.a little daughter who 'will miss, oh how sadly,

the guiding hand of.a@ kind, thoeughtful and indul-
“gent parent, She leaves behind, Ltoo, her own

Q

mother, with increased 1ospon31b11Ltlcq “who, will,

feel sadly and kecenly hc1 1onely position. Thce hoine

circle was a small one and it is sad indecd (o
thjnk-that‘it has been broken in th, way. *

4JThomac; Miller's ggnea]ogy 11§¥b 73" pquH OI

Archibalds: - this. dooq not include family conngcotions with -

Taylors,‘MillErO, hor%,~P1aDchaldq, ‘and other local
-Iamilies. .o T o ' o

A0

in the households to.the houschold: head - These arce no

' always accurate: for example, Willjiam MrCn]]y S grandch;]da»
-are

ren, the children of his w1dowed daught@L,-AnnJO Magee,

t

SHson

Sidney Crowd (1891 Tr 2, P 26, F 120) and William McCul ly

18,

Only the 1891 census gives the rolatzon of- 1nd1v1dua1q

listed as McCully!s son and daugthr (1891 Tr 3, P. 28/29

ro130); _ S

: 47CC‘WB D, PP - l2?¥l26 Edmund Sullgvan Sept. 5;
cod1c11 Dec 27, 1883, sce a]vo 1871 Tro- p. 5/6 D19
1881 Tr .26 D 115 F 126, Edmund Sullivan. -

I

1879;
20




. to the household head has |}

[]HS(‘O 1871 Tr P-‘B 64 N 213 o243
1881 "™, p. 86 D 387 T 414
8oL 1 2, p. 20/21  F 95 {James Birrell): -

G S . . . - '
For an account.-of their couvvtship see Chaptey 2.

-

i )Ql-’u:‘sh v. 1, #1-10, (Jan.-June 1894) was Lhe paper of
truro schoola below the grade 9 level. (See. PANS TLibrary,
v/, vol. 92, Kda). 1t recorded among ‘other things, the
whoreabouts of students and teachers. . For example:

"Miss Kate MeCallum, grade 8, has suddenly been
- called Lo her home in Camden on account .of the
illness of her mother”. -(v. 1, #3, p. 2, col. 1,
Febh. 9, 1894). ' :

"Miss Boertha MQNU"‘; t ol Nut l.b\;/ is now attend ihg
Cschool in town". (v, 1, 44, p. 2, ¢col. 1, Peh. 16,
1894 . . . o :

"Miss Uphan | Léacl)(}:i.‘] has l)_(’,}(?lg Galled away t o__nm"Sc‘
her sick sistor.a L "Moncton”. (v. 1, %9, p. 2, col. 2,
Mar. 22, 1894).

" pans Micro: Bi ography: .. Graham R.G., Journal,-

vol. b, pp. 50, H)Q-._

9
LS AN
Sce note 46,

[ BN - . : . .

?3an "outsider" Tor ‘the purpose of this paper, is a

porson‘living in a houschold who does not appear Lo be a

member of the ‘houschold ‘head's nuclear Family. The 1891

¢ensus form identifies such people as “"lodgers”". However, a -

numbeyr of these "lodgers" are in fact "kin whose relationship
) been incorrectly recorded. ‘ .

ye
'

Household heads olten did not specify that they ran a
boarding house. ~Duncan Gillis (1891 . Tv 2, p. 10/11 F 495)
had 10 pgople in addition to his own wife and children living

Tinhischouse. lotels, -on the other hand, were always noted.

Often they housed stalf as well-as lodgers (sec Andrew
Learmont, ~1891 Ur 4 p. 9/10 F 34, Learmont had 6 scrvants,

11 lodgers, a wilfe and a son in his household).

[ . . : @
PAD] T . . . . . . .
‘An indication of the closencss of non-resident Kin
relationships can be found in the will of Edmund Sullivan:

’

AW
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Tt has occurred to mé that possibly some difificulty
might avise altcer my-dcath in the distribution of
my personal ‘effecls chiefly owing to this fact:
Some of my children have pergonal property of their
own an or about my premises.  In.order therelore to
avold ags f[ar as possible all difficulty or dispute’
in this matter {[the executors ave Lo sottle all
questions of ownership belore the eslale is |
divided). (CCWB D, pp. 122-126, dmund Sullivawn,
Codicdil, Dec. 27, 1883): '

[y / -
‘)6MG 1, vol.- 244, Crowe lamil y.papers, 37, Thomas Lo
David, July-7,:1863 - e :

[ T . ’ .
57 . . . . .
) ~Michael Andérson argues that in ryural places kin could
not. oxtricate themselves [rom the economic and social Lics

which- abound them together: i no[hjnq clse, kin woere
expected to h(‘lp «each other. In urban p] aces, however, kin
could sclect-which ties they would maintain.  {Anderson,

TFamily %{1U(iuro in Nineleenth Cent Uly LHHLd%hJI( (Cambridge:
University Press, 1979), p. ]3).- :

- . , ‘
R‘F})ké boundaries of the town ol Trure included considen-
ably less thah onc¢ square mile of ground. Tor a wmap-aof thoe
Lown in 1874 see AT, Church, Colchester County, 1864, (pub.
1874) 4in PANS Map Collection. A later, ”h11d'f~<yo’ Lype map
was published in 1889. : = .

C .

DQPdr an example of crisis stra LOglC‘ adopted by
working-class families in a large city, sec Belttina Bradbury,
"rhe Fragmented Family: Family Strategids in the Face of
Death Illnéss and Poverty, Montreal, 1860-1885" (In.Joy Pary,
ed., Childhood and Family 1in Canad1an HJ%iogy (Toronto:

McClelland and Stewarl Lid. 198)), PP - TO” 128

GOChrisLophof Lasch. Haven in @ Heu1 less Wordd

(New York:  Basic Books, 1nc., ]979) - The following pafﬂgraph

owes its analysis Lo pp. 6-7.

6110) Fruro, SGG TGV1y ‘White, "A Central Nova-Scolian
County 'gnd the Landward Pull; the Case of Colchester County,
1864-1925" (unpublished M.A, thesis, Saint Mdry's-UﬁivoTsiky,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1986). For Nova Scotia, sce
T.W. Acheson "The National Po]jcy -and the Industrialization.
ol the Maflpjmeg, 1880-1910" in AQgglggjﬁs, v. 1, #2 (Spring,

1972, PP 28 ' ) . ) ‘ o

R



v o CHAPTER 5

. Oulside The HNouse

-

In the industrializing communitiés of the nineteenth
century, Lamiliar social slructures were of necessily
giving .way to social formations more suided Lo the new

cconomic situablon. Famhilies:, . Like  other social. and

CCanomic organizations, a.f-_;:sluﬁocl_ new functions and relin-

(luiiy‘l'i(_‘.d old ones. ] Truro familics, like tkhczi'r }ﬂ)(—‘:;’-,‘.l‘.‘f;
“olscewhere, _wb re changiec_ii cconomically, ‘ ('lo..mog -aphically
and socin 11y by le:er _i,m'.luslir.iaT,izaticdn [)}'OC@S..‘S.

“Theé families ol Truro ‘had demonstrated themselves

to be adaptable to the social changes which came as a .

resull of the changing. cconomy of the nineteenth:cen-

Lary . Some of ‘the new strategies they had adopted came’
\ ’ : . . '
cout. of a climate of fevling which ‘dictated new forms of

o Tamily kife. 'Othoi‘_s. had. to do with the ‘changing reguire-

ments of cconomic survival - Tewer children, but.earlier

marviages;- Iir\cwm: kin connections pulb more outsiders in '

the houschold; a longer lifespan Lor both parents, and

i : - oo :
childven. ..l,gy 1891, Truro had reached the peak of ‘its '

mrosporily

fempre ™

-he sleepy agricultural village of the 1850's
P ., *

had become Lhe railway hub of Nova Scotla and a bustling

manufacturing town. The declinc of industry in the

Maritimes after the turn of the century alfected Truro

%
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N s
as well, but the enduring prominence of the railway
- . . o . o . I
combined with Truro's involvement in cducatdon™, its
position as the servige center for a large agricul-
tural "hinterland , and the mainltenance ol several
o . o _ o
T on g g T e e - A 1S ey 3 . -
lavge Tactories™ cenabled Truronians to weathoer thoe ,
hard times ahecad with more - comfort than-was aflorded
e NN ay B .

Lo such towns as Amherst. ) v

An examination of Truro's Jocal paper givas some

indication of the chdnging focus of family life.  The
Jocal newspaper ol any community I's a rovealing dudex
ST

off social. change. Explicitly (through such Lhings as

advice literatuyel, and in other more sublUle-ways, Lhe

nineteenth century newspaper proncted the attitudes and

values that a changing sociely perceived Lo be crucial
to 1ts steady progress towards a porlect world. LU was
. ’ . . . ’ H .

“ohe ol the most accessihle, and therelore one of the

. ..
\‘-

most powerful mythmaking. agents avairlableriLo promoters

E e e 7 . Cos Coe P
ol socral value systems. Examining the information

orinted in the pages of Truro's local weckly papir can
) S| . Ce y B

give. us an-insight into thé ideas about Tamily values

which were currvent in nineteenth contury Nova Scotia.

) . . . “
It also-allows us in some measure to place the- families

ol Truvre into the context of the new climate of fcc}inq

about the Tamily as it covolved. elsewheroe.

“The Colchestelr Sun was first published in 1872,  In
its carly years, the Supy had a circunlation of about 1000;

o

v, l..‘l . . ! . “_ v ’-‘. . -A,'.> \

o«
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< " .
by the 1890's this had risen to 2,500. - The paper
Lhroughout'Lhis perrod was being published by wW.B.
Alley, an American who -hrad. arrived in Truke in 1871.

1L was Conservative in politics and, - in the carly years
at. Jeast, essentially parochial in its interests.  The

:

cost of a subscription rangecd -hetween $2 and $3 per
. L . "__ o ) . L a
annum during the .period.under study here.

The Sun's format was more or lass typlcal ol

newspapers of Lho'pcfiod, harring, porhaps} the relatively
small guantity of.patent medicine aavcrpisoments.' 1ts |
“con Lm'le.Aprcscn’l cd a 1._>.i<_‘:i'ufre "oJ_f. a community ,whose j’;n.age'of,
itsell had not yel beéuh to refledt the transfofmatjon
. Lhat Had Laken p]acé in ifs economic 5nd social 5L_ruc,'t'-u_r*o.L;_,w

The ggﬂ ol the T870's was a paper which obviously served

a lavgely rural audience.  The paper contained much local
news, especially commenting on the prdgress of crops, the
. price oR\caLLle and the sale of real esthate.  Advertisers '

. - o 1 Y .
. . e . . o, R PR

toendoed Le-offer local goods and services and were inclinced

: _ > B . _ ,

Loward matter-of-fact statements of available yoods and
e _ Ny : e . .

TN , . . .
N \

éurfontypricqs._fThe-iimited sample avaiiablg for thé

aarly 1é70'5 would_seomfto'ind%ca&e tﬁatrthé Sun did not

g0 in Tor_téfgot_markotiné aimed at mothers.anq wives': nor
Sdid publish anywaﬁoqnt-of batonp meﬁicihe:testimdgié]s_

or anertjgeménts rorﬂbbauty alds.
In thé late 1870"s thc Sun begaﬁ,tovpublish descrip-

Liohs ol . lock]l industrial establishments. . These descrip-

>
.
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tions .covaered the Bhysical appearance of the establish-

ments, the mand(acLurinQ_procoSses used, and the.nature

\

and qguantily of gopods produced. ™ contrasf to'dcséripf

tions of agricultural:producé'ﬁﬁjch invariabhly commentoed -

. . . t
on the experlise of “the producer, the Sun's déscriptions
of industrial production gave no indication Lhat, humans
were invo]ved'jn'the production.process. The articles

Csomelimes mongioqed the number of employees in any
given factory: they did not -give any indicaticn ol
e . .9 :
thelr skills.

At roughly the same time as the Sun was publish-

ing desgcriptions &f Truro's industrial development, it

carried a series of articles reviowing the efforts of

Truro's residents to keep their §MWn'Lidy and atitrac-
: i : . :

tive. Thé articlcs,publishcd:in July and August "of 1877,

<
.

¥ took thie form.ol a walking tour. The reporter began

by describing the. "“cottade" of Sir Adams George Archibald,

;locatgd in a scmi;rural suburb on ﬁhe'hili3chr]oék{nq
--Eﬂéhibwn. Hé proceagd fréﬁﬁtﬁﬁré £Q eésentiglly walk Lﬂe
boﬁﬁéariesléf Settleﬁent.jn Tru}gi‘ Irom.Brunéwick étgeéi
‘.té Fquhdrylﬂill, from theré}tblhfthuthtfoet( thchce.to
Willow Streét, £heh paé£"thc~”sqqare” 5iong‘Priﬁcc th
Walker Stréet% ébd g?om qukqf‘aléng Qgconlsgyeét to the
squaré again.? _Bﬁsgriptioﬁs of thc{pyppcrtics inclﬁdqd
in‘tbié circuit feéQﬁ}éd 5t£raé££vely>mainpainea-groﬁnds’
“'pgd gaﬁdéns,‘recentlghpaihtéd hoﬁéés/:ahd‘én'abunéancc)oﬂ

. : . . D . i
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)

“hut little -fault, with dur townsfolk,. as cvery one appgars

B

to do hisibest'po make<the groundﬂfand_buildjngs He may

possaess attractive nol only to.the hundreds of strangexs.
. v B SR T :

- »
LA -

vho visgit us during thé summey ScasonJ Lhut also to the

good people of Truro Lhemselves, who are watching almost
- * . - . N

houses of one another.” . . . ' SN

“perils of ‘joining the'indhsﬁriai workforce:

v

with jealous eye, the improvements around the gardens anad

Ciarihg}y absent . [rom the Sun's glowing description

of- Truro was the arvca-immediately surrounding the rail-

way depol. Forrester, . OQutram, WalkKer and other streets

were Jined by boarding house$ and hotels whoge residents
comprised the poorer section of Truyo's society. BAbscnt
as well was any commentary'on the houses of the black

community,_already>ghettéized to the.edges of urban
. . . L . £ .

.-

settlement. The Sun's readers did thiexpedt_td fina

v

B .

this kind of evidemce of Truro's changing socicty in the

paper's- pages. .
' b o : :
Family advice literature published in the Colchester

Sun of the 1870's was almqst‘exclusivcly_dévoted to the.

‘problems «of convincing childrén to remain on the farm.

Many of thesc articles were gleaned from such American.

<

periedicals as. Ehe Rural NeW‘YQrkéri They set up a stark

Cpmparison‘betweeﬁfﬁheupleasureé of .country life and the

.

shade trees. "Gencrally", the reporter commented, we havée:

"




1r dlsconlenLcd rarmcrb, farmers” .wives
e . sons and :daughtegs, who think.the do]1ghts\»
R ' .+, of ¢ity life something worth rcalxymnq,
could walk through our streets foday and
read ohae-thousandth part of. the misery and
i ) . apprehension that haunt the hearts of all
. " classes ... they would thank -God f-or. Lhe
: : peaceful seclusion, and abundance ggthered
in the garneys of ' their home. Thousands
of men and women-arg at the hoq'fnn ng of .
winter suddenly thrown out. of employment ! ' ‘
Few, comparatively, of thése have aught . )
laid up in store ... Boys and,girls of the '
country! be grateful for,plenty and shelter.
, . _ You will, "perhaps, nevern know how to valuce
oo : © 1t until you want and carnot get either.
* How many ol thesc in the city are counlry
) ‘born; and how many would gladly go back Loy,
T ' the homestead for refuge :

.The advicc litoraturo-offcrod suggestions .as to how Lo,

1 . ’
: . "keep young folks Lonr >nted” 3,on-the farm:. N o . .

Y 7

K ) h . T ’ . . ; . !
.

By making agricultural society attractive,
Fill the Tarm-housc with books and periodi- ) :
cals. IEstablish centraT reading-rooms, Or.- : e
n01ghbouthod C]Ubo. anouragc ‘the . social ' )
s m@et1ngq of the young. Have concerts, lec-
' LUch,,lmpLOVGant abeCJdngns . IBstablish - ;
) . a brlght, active, social 1life, that shall s R
AR . . give sbme significance to labour. Above all, . - -
s ] : build as far .as- -possible 1n villages. Tt 1is
. T better to go avm1le to'one's daily labour
' than to -place gne S - %elf a mJl away From a
Jghbour

In pxoaoslng ways to. combat thc SOCla} and.physicaJ

1solatlon of farm lJEe,:adv1c@ ]1Lenatnro had bequh to

RS -

< B suggest that peop1e could no 1onan fulfj] them elves’

ehrough the sat;sfactionqu daily WQKkZ Farm;ng hegan

- y




)

R . to he perceived as a business rather than as a-way of ' dgf

1jfo.-.ﬁarmers woere éﬁgouragcd'to “invest” in Cgmjdrt*""- RN
rﬁl s able houses, Househo]d Conveﬁiendeshéhd efTicient farm
maéhinery in order, perﬁapstho Oérn‘the Tinterest" o[.. |
filial devotion to the farmstead. Cdmplajﬁihg that
the ﬁost intelligedL ahﬁ hest. edﬁcqtgd country boys
were Jéa&jné qéricultﬁfe fbr tra@cs.and professions,

) i - ) . . . T ) ) i ) N
Lhe Rural New: Yorker, as represented in the §un ok

Januafy 30, 1878, stated emphatjcaily:

y v ‘ . [nNlo boy or man; no matter what his talents
o ' ] or‘céucation may be, need leave Lhe farm in -
L o S order to find abundant opportunity flor the
' ) use of both. , Few kinds of husiness rcguire
so mach study, and so much thought as [arn-
- oing,; and few kinds: bf farming, and few kinds
' of business will pay -so well [or the study
and thought’ héstowad on it. 1r~arm1nq wall
done’ pays. ‘ '

Advice from the British Sportman, reprinted in the Sun | .

of, January 24, 1877, was even more to the point:

_ Success is.the obiject which should be aimed
, , .at - in choos#ng a profo sion.” The questlon
K B " should then be very carcfully considérved:
< A .‘Lan I succeed better alt some other business,
e o - and what are thé chances that i will so
o ' ‘ succeed? What is-the' business or occupalion
in Wthh' will succeed best? _You havc heen ‘ _
"raised on.a farm, you know all the-in's and . o
out's about farming, any other husiness you
. -know nothing about. You will have to begin
e oo ’ . rand learn again, and it will be a.number of
o o vears before you will be Eully‘masﬁer of any _‘ )

o toge . . . . ' R




‘vooks and servants for hotels were in increasing demand

Other occupation. It will thercfore be
. - betler for you to stick to the [arm; you rare, .
or you ought to-be, pretty well masteor of it

We know that by the 1870's the ihdueriéliZation

process was well underway in Truro.: Several {aclorics

had openéd, thg railway lines to Pictou, Hd]ifax and

Central Canada were in usé, and the idflux of industrial

'

workers had bégun. Yet if the articles in the Colchgster

Sun are to he taken as a witness, families wore still

expected Lo form themsclves along the old lines,. and Lo

‘have untilitarian rather than sentimental relationships.

- In evidence, however, is the increasing infrliration of

the industrial mindset into the houses of people.who
had been born or were living on farms. The virtues of

a countyy upbringing were recognized by cmployers in

“town: -scveral -advertiscments [or male scrvants spocificed

that "one from thé country" would be preferraed. 7
Whilc artigles.in the .Colchestar Sun. give §§~ohly_ .

an.indirect indication of -the changes experienced by ™
Troro society in the 1870's, the advertiscments, =

cspecially those which deal with local concerns, arc

‘much more revealing. . Boarding housekeepers, advertis-—.

e A . L . . . N
ing their desirable leatures, -were apt to .include in

~ -
®

theit ads that they wereg situated near tLhe ICR dopdtls:

C

shoemakers, clerks and teamsters were regularly sought




e

”

: :20 ' . . L . .
by employers’= . Also in increasing evidence were more

frivolous services: Mrs. A, MacIntyre, [or example,
was oflfering lessons.in "Oriental Painting” from her
home on Revere Street in 1877 , ang Thomas' Mayo, a

local photoq%aphér, advertised that heé had available
“a-superior light fov taking children's likenesses"™7.

~Over-the course of the next decade, the' pages of

.thG—EBJQUSEEQ Sun began to reflect the changds in

-

Lifestyle Lhat industrialization was bringing to Truro

&

citizens. Advertisements askédfgr "ten girls to lecarn
’ - - . ||23- - ‘ " - J- ) - e o ' .
dressmaking or "a [ew more-Boys and Girls at the
o . .

: w2 o . . = Lo .
Peg Factory" ™ . . There was 'léss information .about agri- .
cultural production and, perhaps more significantly,

more advertisements ' sclling the wares of dressmakers,

3 .

. . 22 . ’ R . .
bakers and greengrocors — things which rural houscholds
. . .. . B ) M L N Sy " .
were expaected to produce {or themselves, . but which wage
"labourers, either through afflucnce or lack of time,

were. enabled -or forced Lo buy.
. . - n - . 2
Aﬁothér'prom%nent-featuré of thé §E£.by_£hé 1880's

was tﬁe praesence of a'iargc numbef of_adQéftiseﬁents for

ph£cnt.medicinés, beaﬁty'aids and labour—sa&ing devices.

These advertisements usually promoted their products as

being of ‘use in the solution of a-broad spectrum of
physical, mental, :moral, or. domestic household problems.
Many ‘of."them, werec aimed at WGmen. Most of the.ads .

emphasized the fragility of -the female constitution,

.
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. “ =4
.--,".‘ ) h
oqp001ally whnh SUDjLCL Lo over w01k Dy . ~Pi€rce'$
Pallets, for Qxamplq,;werp equ n]ly do signed for
"'worn out ', run-down, debilitated school teachers, )
millincrs,jéoamstrcsgcs, housekeepers and everworkaed N
, 1 AT A R Rt ,
‘ 25 i .',
women gon01 ]1y . The role of the women of the
houdec was doséﬁgbed in an advertisement, divected at
: . - .‘\. N v ° e
husbands, which illustrated the chaos of a "Home ! , .
Without a Mother":
. . . 1
The room's in disorder ] - S
' The cat's on the table . | E ' ‘ v
The - F]owor—qrﬁnd upqot and  the mischial o
to pay; ‘ T
And Johnny is screaming
Ks loud as he's able;
For nothlng gowb rlgxt when mampa's
LA away . - _ :
What a scence of djSLOmfort;and con[usiop_h@me
would be 1f mamma @id nol return. Ifr your )
“wife is sdlowly broakjnq down, [rom a combina- _
tion of domestic carcés and fcmale disorders -
B . make it yOUL ElTSt bu imess to restore her o
o " health. : o

: V-E. ° . . ' 1
;Patent medicine adveltls ents. 5uch as Lh\g onc . o
U h R e \

|

gemphaSchd the ro]o of "mamma" in thefhéusqhold.'HWhercﬁs

'adv1cc lltcrature Jn the Sun of the iB?OTé’]ad gonora1]y

' =
! - P

stressed a woman s role as wife and par ner, the-lmﬁcraw'
“ture and advertisements of the 1880's had'aséimildtgd

the concept of "feparate Qpholes The.sopafﬁtidn of L
men's and meén 38 dULlOS end leSPOHSTbll1LJOS was o o .‘,<
especially evident when it pame.to'the rgaringlof
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children. e - o : o
- ; i T . . . )
N The advice ]iteraturerf'Qhe 18760's had suggested

to Sun FﬂddOrH ways of 1ntegr(tin§ ¢hildren anto the

fqmily produttlon unit. %ecogniginééchildhobd'as a
separale stage of 1ite; tbc litératufe had ngna&hqiesg
Sﬁggésﬁod that chilé%en wc;e‘partcof;adurt'Society.
Hy.thc-bnd of thc5l8é038,'xhe w9fla of the_éhilﬂ‘ﬁéd.
boen‘jﬂcrcésinquaségarated Efém:that of ﬁhg adult.

!nc1 anly d]7ccted “at mothers rather than Fathers,

the adV]CQ lltorature published in the Sun of the 1880f§'

and ‘90" s ]ad to do with pTd(1lPdl anqostlons about

the phys1ca], intellectual and moral nurLurlnq of the

'chlld-xather than with adViCC'abOUt the maintenancd

“of tho' amlly as a uniE. Mothers who were not as

f N - o ;

heavjly involved in subslistance production had more

time to Speﬂﬁ with children'(the §gg appéars to'have

o !
¥

'aaqumod Lhat womcn who workead for a wage Were c1tl

unmarried or 1lllterate). SThe 1ncreabcd surv1val rate

‘for-small children‘as éeneral public health increased

-size ‘was dQCLeaglnq thLoughout the laqt half of the

’aptentibn to indiViaual~chlldreﬁ.f‘

cnabled bonds of«emotlon bctween palents and ch1ld1en

v

to‘be more flrmly formed jand as we have seen, family

nlnLL cnth oentury, enabllnq paxents to devoLe morc

«

.
. Ch11drcn Lhcmse]ves SDent an 1ncroa51ng amount of
time in school; -As early as 1867,'the NOva Scotia
-a N ~ ; ) . @ . L . i
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reguires th or er'bé/WOlk"

“family circles.

curriculum was on reading, writing; and‘sp ak]ng

N »

Councijl of Pub]lg In;fruci1on haad Chanéed the official

3

summey recdss from "a week at.sced time and a lfortnight

*

~at harvest” 'to a Lhree week period at the discrotion

' - -~ S A 27 T .y
of Lhe district inspector of schools.. 7 Children were

- . : | ! : .
thus sepaxated Tron the rhythm ¢l work on the farvm.

By 1895, children who lived rn'i&ﬁorporated'towné‘
. : | : :
such as Truro were obliged to %%Lend school 1f they

. - . / <. . -
were between the ages of 6 and 16 or as [ar as grade

. / L
seven, althngh the act p%/WJltod palangx to remove
chlldxcn ovér the qo oﬂ/{hlltccn "L A necessily

P v

.. . ~

What kihd of'educatimn were children receiving: in
school? An//xégj natlion. of some of the ltextbooks used

in Nova Sgéﬁia schools during the last hall of the
/ : -

e e ' . . .
19&£h céntury gives us some indication of the values.

and ideas that Truro children were brinmgivg into their

- . % R Y ) I

v
>
.

The surface emphasis, of 'the 19th benturyfschool

.English clearly, corrcctly, and w1th flugncy Lnd cdsu,

. .,
) and;on beinq able to perform prapfical althmﬂtl al

calculat 1ons .To these ends, children‘werb eXpogea“

. a

to a range of.literatute by famous authors whose
works they were expected to memorize and imitate, . and

were set a wide variety of wmathematical problems to

< e

do 'with weight and volume, currency exchange and other

e 1
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such subjoects. ‘By_tﬁo 1860's @ strang component of

natural science had been introduced into texthooks

» 3

vsed 1n Nova Scotia.  Reading Book No. V of the Nova
Secotia School Servies included poems and articles

organized under the headings “"Plants", "The louse’ We
fave In" (referring to. the human body), "The Animal

Xingdom" and:”ﬂifds”.zg‘ Chijdrgn'were Oxﬁectéd to
use thblf.powéYS of obsdlvation Loriearn about their
wor)d::.Lhu scﬁcntificteqnali¢aliop ol natural prin-
ciples to‘uvoryday life was ﬁanénsingly'béljeved
Lo be ,'um)oxi(.,anl:.

By the 1870'3, textbooks had begun'to rcspond‘
to -the chahqés evidenlt in the Nova Scoijan:economy.
JUR Lalkin, principalhof the Provincial Normal School
{rom 1869 to 1900, began his Clomanary geography
'i'ux‘t.bi’)»ok' wi'Lh aj]osson 01? "The- Schogl District or
‘Section”. " The Tiist'iilueratiqn showed.a schoolhousc
jn:n rural aqricultura].seﬁting, whiéh Calkin dcécribed:
at Jchqth: fU@ fo]lbws this,‘héwévor; with an4cquaily
:lgnqﬁhy degcy{ptjdﬁ'of.nlfjshing v%llage}'sevéral

resourcae-basad communlitics, -and ends by describing

Jan. urban school. setting:

.""\\ a .
' .
N .

In other parts of our Province, again,
the children haye guite another kind of
home.  They live ip a town or city.

There are no ficlds, or hills, or brooks,
ov forgsts; but;onlyghouses and: shops,

B . . B . .
. < . \
. ' s
4 , . v .
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with narrow strecls beltwpen them.. - Many

ol the people are merchants, -whose busi-

ness is Lo buy and $ell; others are manu-

facturcrg, who make furniture, clolhes,

“and many ki,nds, of things; others are 30 .

printers, who print books and newspapers. ™ . .

?W.R. Mulho]]and, whose arithmetic text was in uso

s

in“Nova Scolia schools from the 1860's to the 1890's,
also rellected in his léssons the changing world lor

.

which Truro's 'schoolchildren were being prepared:
Using local examplcas, Mulhaolland. sct problems which

increasingly involved commercial.-tiansactions and
E X o S

large volumes of products.  Emphasis was on the acquisi-
tion and augmentation of personal property and, contrary

to what woe have obscrved to be the case in Truro, men

were Lhe only wage carners whose income was reflecloed

4
in mathematicai-probiCms.g]
a . - -By.the 1880's Noya Scotia Lcﬁtbéokg reflect. the
agénda of educational regrcv)r'm(-’:rs, one »oI, whoso C.)}')_jl.)(fl.fi :
wdg T fmprove stahaards df’familyflifo-;anhea]Lh
Ey\jjwtrodlujpipg; new ideas Lo the séhocﬂ-~aqo cﬂnildrxni o
of the communi£y:. Tho préceés by means of whj&h (his
miéht'Laké_place ;s i11ustratéd iﬁithis‘stéry.flgm Book
11 of Lhé Royal Readers series: . o B
\. 3
b \ = A Good Ixample _ o o o ) A
o _" A ppor boy once went ﬁo ‘a ragged SCHOOl, ‘ . o
;wheﬁe his [ace WaS;WCll washed."When hQ- oL ;15
e ' ) |
£
¢ - .'4
. f-_ : d y PR



roturned I'\om(}\, f,}‘ucynejé’hbom%; looked at
him with astomishment. ’ _ .

“Tthey saxd, "JThat looks® like Tom
Rogers, arnd yet\jt can’t be, or he is
so clean. T ' :

Presently his mother looked at him,
and secing that his face was so clean,
she fancied that hey own lace was dirvty,
and forithwith.she washed it: .

The father ‘'soon came home [rom his
work, and, sceing his wife and his son
so c¢lean, he thought that his face.was
. dirty,-and so he {ollowsd Lhelr examplc. g
: - ‘ather, mother, and son being clean,

the molher began to think that the-room
Jooked dirty; so she went dowii on herv
knees and scrubbed the floor clean.
) A woman Jived next door. Seeing so
! great a change In her neighhours, she
’ -thought that her face and her room were
very dirly; so she, ftoo, speedily set
about cleaning thefh. h
This slory shows how two houses-and.
R Ctheir occupants . were made tidy "and
comfortable, simply by the example of
the clean face of one ragged school
boy . ‘ L o
_ Childven, as well as grown-up peo-
ple, should always sot a good exampla.
We nevery know ew much’ good may be
done in that way; nor can we tell how 5
nuch harm results from a had example. )

The slrategy of ¢ffetting the physical and nmoval
improvement of .society by cducating its youngest members
cwas expecially an evidence in the [ield of -health eduvca-

\ . . : - N
tion. Public health measures were being introduced intoe
+ . . . . .

Nova Stotia schools by way of stories.in the various

B N

volumaes ol veaders as early as the 1860's, but the

public health movement did not make itself felt in

B!
"D

the province until much  later. “In 1893, in responsc



k3

to legislation™ , the Council of Public - Instruction pro-

~

duced two fHealth Readers.  The legislation had rvequired
that pPupiles be educated aboul public and personal health

oand hygiene, wilh special reflerence Lo ... the nalure

of alceoholic-drinks and narcotics, including Lobacco,
.. e ) — - A ' - 1- ~ 1- 1] ;K-)
and ... to their aflect upon the hyman systom. ~oun--

like the popular tewperance literature, which tended
to stross. the moral- (:ianq(}]'s ol alcohol,” the Health
Readers attempted to establish the need for temporence

on a purcely scientific basis. The "dcientildication”
of what had previously bhéen principally a moral issuc,

5 symboliec of a change which, while it can bheo demon -

.

1

i ° ’ .
strated in other aspocts of socicty, 1s cspecially ovi-

dent in school Lextbooks. . Efficicncy and logic had

becom(i Sdamytiar catchwords, and industrial metaphors

%
i

haad be‘\comc common® in descriptions of the operation of
socviety.as a.whole. "Do' you begin to sce” qgueried tho-

Health Reader, "that vour body is a busy workshop whore
nealth nreadegl ¥ Y pow

36

.

many Kinds of work are being done?"

The voice.of the professionafl had become audible

in Triro family circles.by the late 1880's. “The -Sun

of Oct. 2, 1889, noted the rormation L a Mother's

“Circle in conjunction with the kindergarten of the

-

Normal School. The meeting 1"03301\/05:

That the ladies -in connection with Trurg
kindergarten' feel that mutual help and - -
counscl may bhe sccured in thelr maternal

3



\ dutics by meoling with Migs Twichell
” . .
once a month. RN

Miss Twichell,-evidently thé teacher of the kindergarten,

I

~addressed the group ‘of mothers al some length in the®
) . 37 :
colirse of Lhe meeting. N

By the end-of the 19th century, the school had

assumed mosL_oI%{hc cducational functions in a chidd's
Trfo. When school was not in session, children were

o . o ) ) _ '
expected to rather than spend most of thear time

working.  "The time will soon gome'™ comuented "Observer”
i Lho Sun of Jafiy 10, 1889: '
1
) i ..\
whaen our >.<,§Ch('}(‘)]i; will have their annual |
csummey vacations. cThis means a few weeks
“of rest, recrcation and change: for the
Lteacher as well as a generally pleasant,
Ltime for the pupils. My advice to the
pupils would-be take all the fun and good- . »
times thal you can get during, Lthe vaca-
. tion; and then,'pe[rcshgd3§nd invigorated,
' C " go back to 'school? o

.
.Advcrtisémén}s'for toyb} books and other child;
oriented prodhcté étfossed‘the imbdrtancé of children .
to Lho.omotipﬁa] wéilgbéing,of married couples. ﬁmphasiﬁ%\.
was piagod.on the bhysicai-dﬁé moﬁtaikﬁellQbéLQQ of‘thé
.child rather than on the ecénom%b_survivél_o[.fhé f?milxh

4

as a.whole. Children's periodicals were, regularly adver-.

“Lised\jn the Colchester Sun. They carried such titles as

. our

—,

Little Ones, Little Men and.Women; and Bébylaqg. The

1ast—&}%fd wasvspoci[ically aimed at chiidrep of Trom six

'-\
AN

v



months to six years ol age. It cvide

ntly assumed that

women would have leisure time to spend amus ing their

children. "The baby", its adveriUisements proclaimed, |

s

is the raler of the houschold, and as is

beffitting, "Babyland"™ ig the oflicial organ

of th

e baby's kingtlom. 1t

1s-a charming

little monthly of 8 pages filled with pic-

Lures

jingles and stories to pleasce his car.

to.please a baby's ey

¢, and little 79

That the citizens of Truro had begun ‘Lo distance

thaemsalves from their rural roots is

e
N

fg)excerpt from th
the wellare of
~country, implyi

ting. "The lit

[

shoul
———— ' - VQry
well

'glqﬁe
come
rall
When:
feet
“they

¥

e New -York llerald, whi

children who woere vaca

ng that country life was now an unfamiliar

tle ones" it directed,

d not be allowed oul. 6f doors in Lhe

carly morning, belore
alred and while the mi
ly to the earth's surf(
in at night before ‘the
or ‘the. .chill to' scttle
they go out in the wet

should be protected by
should bhé¢ warned never

evident [rom an

ch was published

Lioning in the

.

the world is |
sts still cling
ace. They should
dew beging to
Jupon the air:.
‘grass their
ovérshoes, and
to sit dowrn on

the damp ground even [or a moment. When

t-out of "its

J . the sun is at its hottest in the middle of
: the day, they Bhould-bezkep
AN AR A
direct. rays. :

»

o

in the Sun of September 6, 1893.. The article contorned

.Children whose family 1ifééﬁyfﬁ obliged them to he QqL‘

»

N '




carly and;]ate‘LQndfng to livestock

and who,. in the

harvest scason, must .be ‘out in the ‘heat of the day

working wilh Lheir families, did not enter the consid-

oyataon of the New York Herald. The publication of

Lhe artjcjc ﬁh the Colchester Sun 1s an indication that

in an-urban setting children were nob expected to be -

cpmpoj]od fﬁto riskfh@'th@irlhealth [or the sake of
thdir family;s livelihood. |

Asvouféjdc ihthOSESl suéh.as the educaﬁiqnal
S?SLcm for chjjdren,;or'thg faétofy‘for»meﬁ, tbok over
some of -the utilitar?an Functions ol Tamily-life, the,
prdtcctivo, émotional'ﬁuﬁcﬁidns of "the family.gained'.
jnqreasjnq prominence_‘ This'is cvident éan in squ

frivolous, arcnas as newspaper fiction.  In "The Wifc

Tamer", a humourous story published in the Sun of T

~Jan. 3, 1877, a rich widow and a young doctor marry. for

‘purcly utilitarian purposes: " ... he wanted a rich wife;

as Lo_her,‘she was_anxiOUS'to'lpave her widow's: weeds

n " ':- ¥ : - P . o ||41’ " : Jl' . s "
and go dnto society again. Jr "Hermia's Housecleaning,
published in the  Sun of May 16, 1877, is a rehash of:;
thae Marthhfﬁhd—Méry bible story, with tht "Martha"
Iigure & practical, sgnéible'uerhia - getting a husbhand

rather than the cultured, frivolous “"Mary" figure.

These stories conclude in a single issue:’ they .are .short

and to the pointl The. Sefial'sgories of ‘the 1880's,
on- the cher-hand; Q£ten ¢ontinued for months.' ‘They

s 2




.ﬁewspapér'fictjon pdb]ished in, the Sun. of the 1870's

tended to reflect real or at least semi-plausible

advent of the Truro Daily News might

138

featured protracted emotional dilemmas, often predicataed

&

a scene of repentence, cither on<a dealhbed or in some
. ' . .. v

sort of rconfrontation ‘scene, alfter which tho offender -

was welcomed back (sometimes posthumously) inlto the

bosom of-a family or a spouse.  Some of thesce serials,
. . ,

were placed within the context of the tempercence movementl,
whose motavating ideals included the strendgthening of .

family life by the removal of alcoholic temptation.  The.

’

'Siﬁuations‘and.QVents.' By the 1890's, steries usually

ccentered around at least oné wealthy and/or titled

'~ _character, often contrasted with a poor but $piritually

N -
- . N

noble person..

1 -
»

In March of 1891, Truronians saw, publication ol a

‘second local paper. The.Truro Daily News was devoled

almost exclusively to the activities and interests of

the town of Truro: -agricultural statislics, rural:. .

r

life-style articles and social news [rom outside of

'

town formed only a miniscule parl of .its coverage. The

k)

' . .
be taken as a
symbol of the ‘narrowing focus OT'Truro‘s interest.

- s

-Truronians perceived themselves to be citizens of a
‘. prosperous, attractive, modern industrial town, with

-excellent pﬁblic utilities, the best in edugatibnal

!

.

on a single character flaw. The standarvd ending proascented




f

N

They weye. proud of their town, and proud of [the kind

Lnﬁtituti@ns, and all other;appropriate apenities. '

.

'

of socicty the town contained. The spirit of boosterism

. had penetrated even. to the local elementary schools

where marks and attﬁndance'werﬁ-matters,of fierce compe-
ctition:43The Truro of Lhe 1870's, where work for .children
was as Jmportant as study, had been replaced in the 1890's

hy-a town where: the rightful, and ipdeed lawful cmploy of

‘children .was to ba ,iﬁ: school - and where Lh‘e duty of
barcnts wag Lo pfécufe for their olfspring 5 Shéliprcd
'and‘héppy cﬂi]dhqod. Women, n@w frequ@ntlyJempleed.
‘Qutsido af thir<homb5 for at least ‘some partréf their

] j,\/(..‘_; ’h‘ﬂd ’}:}(_.CL)”]L till gCt‘S Or QXLG!] Ji\/(‘_ ‘ c’ld \/' (28 .tih;‘)i na Cam-
7 g . i
N v

paigns for products probo:tedly dosigned[fo casae th&

strain of everyday life. Men's interests were being

~ .

focussed on business, politics and appropriate recrea-

tion which was to be pursued in the leisure time newly

;available as a result of the ability to escape from the
demands of agricultural pursuits.

‘
v

What had the¢ home become, in the eyes of Truro .

£ - .
1 .

soc¢iety? Reverend "J.D. Talmage, an American minister’

.whose sermons were regularly published at dength in

Truro papers,’painted this glowing picture of the joys

of a happy home: o C : o
\ v o
: t & > . . .
' ) I R REEER)



What care you for the hard knocks in the . .
) world as long as yau have a bright domaes- T ‘
- - tic. cirele. for harbour! Ona cheerful. word
in the evening tide as you come “in-has ' : -7
silenced the clamor of .uhpaid notes and Uhe.
disappointment of poor investments. Your
“Lable may be quite [(rugally'spread bul it
secms more beautdiful Lo you-than many tables
that smoke with. venison and blush with
‘ Burgundy. :Peace meets you at the door, S1Ls
- beside you at the tahle, Yights up the even-
ing stand, and sings in the nursery. You'
have scen an aged couple who [or scoves ol - N
years have helped cach other on in life's
pilgrimage going down the. steep of years.
Long assoclation has made them much alike.
They-rejoiced at the same advent, they bent
over the same cradle, they wept at Lhe same
grave. In -the evening they sif quictly
thinking of the pasi, mother knitting at the
stand, father in his arm.¢haiv at the [ire.

o,
i

q4

Sa[o.frgm‘thg-pnessures of busjn§$5, muﬁ éoujd.bp

regencrated for their continucd struggle with the world . ’ .
ol work: Children; educateﬁ.and diécjpiine@‘by pro-.

fes;ioﬁals in the outside world, c¢ould f{nd iOQQ énd

hﬁrbure abundantlyVPrOVided_By a wbman‘Qhoso matoernal
Qutie;hweje'thomselves beihg incrcasing]y [oédséed and » -
profegsionélizeé. An cra Of'inciéasing.stcializéL}on
in the socidl éﬁé:CcOnOmic spheres, tﬁe hpmbcféiof

families werc being scientifically prepared for their

special functions:



141

v

Fodtnotes - Chapter 5

.

o -lFor a'djscussjgn of how and why -this took placec,
sce Christopher. Lasch, Haven' in -a ‘Heartless World; The
Family ge¥ieged, (New York: Basic Books, Llnc., 1979)..
capeclally chapter 1, "Social Pathologists- and the
Socialization of Roproduction"ﬁ :

 'zTerry White, QE;;glE-

, Thae Normal School.sopenad its_ doors in 1857; the
School of Agriculture, at [irst a part ol the Normal
School, be¢came.a separate establishment in 1888.

_@Trurq’seﬁved.as the market town for a sizeable’
arca, including Northern. Colchester énd_Eastcrn'Halifaxs
Counties, | The Truro Weekly. News, which began publication
in published social ncews and business advértiscements for .
much of Bastern Nova Scotia. '

- ’ : . ) .
Jincﬁuding.thé,stan{jéld Woolen Mill, which is still

a major employer in Truro.
. A

OFor'lhe situation in Amherst seegNolan Reilly, "The
Origins of the Amherst General Strake", (unpublished.
paper prescgnted-at CHA, June 1977). ' :

Tpaw Rutherlford, A VictorianvAuthdrityw “the daily
press in late nincteenth-century Canada, (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1982), p. . 156.

. 8Gcrtrud¢ EF.N. Tratt,, A Survey and iistingﬁo[ No&q-
Scotia Newspapers, 1752-1957, (Halifax: Dalhousic . .

“University School of Library Service, 1979), pp. 103-104"

\
v

R} . ; o ! . . R . v . ;'
o 78ce Colgchester Sun, Feb. 7, 1877, p. 2, col. 2, "The

 American bast TFactory", and July 18, 1877, p. 2, col. 14,

R

"Goodwillié's Sawmidll"™.

"sun, July 18, 1877,.p. 2, col. 2; Aug. 1, 1877, p’ 2, =

col. 2-3; Aug. 29, "1877, p. 2, col. 2-3; Sept. 5, 1877, .
p. 2, col. 2. : : : C -
I TR :
Sun, July 18, 1877, p. 2, col. 2.
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sun, Feb. 6, 1874, p. .4, col. }. (reprinted {ronm

‘Rural New Yorker, -n.d.). = - A

\

"Ssun, oct. 17, 1877, p. 15 col. 8.

e,
v

4 Ibhid. : ’ Y o _.'
g A

-

13§Bﬂ/ Jan. 30, 1878, . p.

-
-,
-

col. 7.

16, o waon \

sun, Jan. 24, 1877, p. J1,-col. 3.
. ]7Sun, April 3, 1878, p. 2/‘Cof. 8: June 37, 1888,
p. 2, col. 8. _ e : ’

'

18
9 . - . . , o S
§EE(3J3”-,3' 1877, p. 3, cals 2; May 2, 1877,

p. 3; col. 1. i ; .

Sun, Nov. 7,-1877;‘p. 3, col..3.

o OSun, Wev. 21, 1877, p. 3, col. 3: bec. 5, 1877,
p. 3, col. 3; Fcb. 13, 1878, p. 3, col. 4. . ‘

.

$hn, Oct. 25, 1877, p. 3, ¢ol. 3.

%égg;'Jan. 3, 1877,.p. 1, col. 8. -

“Sun, May 9, 1888, p. 3, col. 2. - ‘j
T}Q_I‘CJ, p.. 4, col. 2.

2 sun, Sept. 7, 1887, p. 4;‘c¢1; 5.
N " Vd .
26§hnbADec; 17[-18Q0} ﬁ._l,‘co].fB.;
;>, ,27' T S . B e
o . Nova Scotia, Journal of Education, July 1864, p. 125.

ZSStatutéS:afﬂNova Scotia, 1895, cl sect. 84.

WL A Q9NovaAScotia-School Series,;Reaaing Book 3, (Halifax:
T A. and W. MacKinley, 1866), title page’ L e \ -

.H/“.‘_ ‘ e '-v‘._'.. N . . N
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&Oct;' 1889, T, col. 1=

305 1. calkin, The world:. an 1ntroducLorx_Goog_jph§

D (Ualafax: AL and W. MacKinldy, 1876), pp. 7-8.

3]W.II. Mu]hblland The Llcmcntary Ar)thmotlc (4th Bad),
(Halifax: A, and W. Mag<xnley 1873) .

3259¥a1 Reader Bbok 2, (Halffax: A, and W. MacKinley,

1881), pr. 136-137.

o

33For a reflerence . to thc situation in Ontaric sce
Neil: Sutherland, "To Creatce a Strong and Healthy Hace:
School Children in The Public Health Movement, 1880-1914"
in S.E.D. Shortt, Medicine-in Canadian .Society: Historical
Perspectives, (Montreal: McGill-Quecns University, Press,
1981).. ) ) : -

4%Latutcb of Nova Scotia, 1892, Lhaptcr 54, "An.Act to
PlOVIdC for -the More¢ Thorough. bLLdy in the. Duhlzc Schools
of ‘the Elfccts of Alcoholic-Drinks on the lluman System!

e

.

1S

3%Health Reader .1, (Nalifax: TlC.“A}]@n and Co

sy, . ox

Ihid., p. 34.

Tsun, oct..2, 1889, p. 2, col. 3.

BORY

. : Sdn, Ju]y 10,‘1889, p: 1, col..3.

§gﬁ,.8eﬁtl 5,.1888, p. 2,5 col. 6.-

4o§gg, Sept. 6, 1893, p. }} col. 3. ~ |
'sun, 'gan. 3, 1877, p.. 1, col. 153
12, Co et S ' :
Sun, May 16, 1874,.p. T, "col. 3-4. . N
43 : o
Push (OD cit) noted perfect ‘attendence rocords,

suggpss in spelling bees and the success of var'ous srhools

S in belllng cop1oq ol ‘the pLTlOdLCdlS

4 ) ' .
J.R. Talmage, "Samson's .Lost SLrenth” in-Sun, ..

N

A
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o

What do we now know about Trure's familics and how -
. B Lo . - )
: . . . i . . '
: . they lived their lives in the. closing years of the 19th
century? We have. discovered that, if Trurc is.a repro- ' ;

Ysentative case, Lhe industrializatiow process had siygni-
: ) - S S
ficant secial ramificdtionsy as well as the more obvjous ¢
N . ‘ Yo N . ’
. . . 1 R ) ..
cconomlc_rameJcatlonsvﬂfpx the people of Nova Scotia.

- ? The timinérdf‘imporﬁant‘dcmographic cvonts},sn§h_a5' ' .
"marriage and %he birth-of Childfen; héd always bccﬁ ticd

to ‘the dbility oh h@h to‘prébidw‘ecdnomic subpbrﬁ for

the women tﬁﬁy married and the Chi]drcn ;hey~fathered:-

the increéased availability of a sleady wage wade it~ ..

possible for men ta become ec¢onomically independent at

:

an earlier age than had been possible in a rural ccononmy. .

c. . [ _' v . .. _- L7 PR
Children, on the other hand, ‘had become .an investment

. bl @ ‘ \- . .. ’
“in the futbre rather than an- asset in the present: 1L -

\

became an advantage .to have fewer childrey and. o nurture
e i ' . - . , .
them more catefully. Women's livas had .become increasingly

e . pplé;iéeﬂ; phe«wprlﬁ'of W@ged work had become more readily

B . : 0 N I ' . ..' o .
available to them, but the pressurec torimmerse themsclves

Ry .

‘ . ST L o N ' :
.- . ¢in the separate sphere ol the doméstic world had T NI

strengthened as well. . - L o .

3 .. ' /
for families?” We can sco'a
pattern of change .in which the family, ‘from being as much »

What did.all this mean

“

HE

\ o »-]4-4 o . ‘ . '_): “ L |




5 - . o
A utilitarian economic unii as a sentimantal institution,
had, by the end’ of " the 19th century been transf{ormed into

acspoecialized unil to cmotionally and morally replenish

its members for the struggle with the outside world.® We

can recognize, however, that the boundaries of family

1ife, in Truro-abt lcecast, were nol as narrow as a survey

of any ong year's corsus abstracis mights indicato.

Strategies for the supporl and maintcenance of kin vdried

with Lhe circumstances in which {families found them-

selves. The atitraction of 1ndustrial coenitres like

. 13 - . .
Truro tor mig 1‘%{11,.- families and individuals meant that’

p—

family ties wore made tenuous by distance: - as thosce

Smigrants wade roots in their new hones, ex_pandinq/

.

goenerations reproduced the familiar. family network in
thetr own community. 3

o Tamdlics to the chandes in

The reosponse qf T
. Y '
Al - - . I

JLheir wor ld reflected, in their timing, the peculiari-

Lids ol the regional expericnce.  'The pature &f those
responses, however,-~was shaped by a knowledge of how
people olsewhere had dealt with ‘similar social and
cconomici.changes. The people of Truro and cother

dndustrializaing Nova' Scotla-communities did not have

. - .

to create an industrial culture from scratch. Newspapers,

¢

" hovels, cducational material and even sermons, imported

¢ither directly or in form {vem American and British

~sources, articulated the ‘ideology of scicnce and industry




v .

A6

as 11 applied to communi bty and family "lifo-—and they

had begun Lo appear in Nova Scolia long before tho

indusirial development of the province had commenced.
. 4

In this thesis we have addregssed questions about

family 1ife as thei/ apply specifically to the people

ol. T'ruro. We might, by extvapolation, apply outr

.

findings to communitics such as Amberst, Pictou, Moncton

and other Maritime C()llynun.i ties which were caught ub an

Y

the wave of industrial development that characterizdd

the region's economy in the 1880%s and "90's.  Thero
are, however, a number of gquestions which cannot be

addressed heve. 1§ we arve o understand the way our

regional character has becn created, we must not ‘

depend exclusively on urban industrial centers for our,

understanding of family and community Yife. The rural
communities which, in Lhe 19th century, contadned the -
majority of the region's population, also rvesponded Lo

Lhe stimulus of cconomic and social change.. ‘They,. Loo,
: B ) . \‘ . - . : .
read the American .papers: their relatives, writing

)}rpm Halifax, Boston and Poronto, Lold of "the 'ways an

"which their 1'i_§}(35'llac'l changed as the resull of ‘bhaing

exposed Lo industrial ideclogy and the-urban lifestyle.
! . ) N - C . :
Communities like the Truro of the 1880's and '90's

marked the boundaries along ,which the urban and the rural
lifestyles met. . Surrounded by agricultural communitlies,
Truro was full of people who had come from the farm to

s
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‘work:in the fcity. These people did not- come o btown

with only the clothds Lhey stood up in:  they. brought

cultural haggage which furnished their livés with
expectations and dutics, IR T .

“we have falked in this thesis about the cyles of

family lifc, and the jmportance of examining Lfamilics

over time yapher than at static points, in Lheir lives.
Ironically, the available source material has allowed

us Lo examine the people of Truro only during the rise

of Industry in Lhe region and not during its decline.

10 family members called upon cach other during Limes

ol social and oqronomig;i cris j. S, we might expec t.‘ a
As;LL'*(._‘nc_}.Llu.?_nj'ng ol Family.tiecs.as the region's cconomy
decltined.  Conversely . as-the social welfa J:@ Sy§tem
increasingly aséumed ~what had ‘prc;\/ious»] N been 'Fam_i_’ly

respausihbilities, Lhe strength of family. ties mught be
- \ ' ~ M

. . ’ RS
exprected to. diminish. Here in the Marlitimes, it is said,
kinship networks have remained strong: it is supposed
‘Lo be one ol _our ragional characLeristiﬁs. Examining -
tLhe rqotsfnf this strong sense of family, and it social
and economic [uhction in the past as well as the present,
might give us some indek with which te measure the

. . . - k2
development of the invisible cconomy which is sometimes
Lo . . : Co 1
labelled "subsistahce", "semi-proletarianized” or »
Ty A b oy 42 : . _ .
occupationally plural”™, but which, by any name, has to do

'..g. .

with the business of making a life and living in the
: . : , - . .
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.. PFootnotes -Conclusion

-

]See R. James Sacoumarn, "Underdevelopment and the
Structural origins of Antigonish Co-operative Movements
in EKastern Noya Scotia', in Acadiensis, vol. 7, #1, 1977.

2.0 U e A sl s n

Dr. L.D. McCann of Mount Allison tUniversitiy's
geography department, ‘has used the phrase "occupational
pluralism" in several as-yel unpublished papers.
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