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This thesis addresses the issue of women, media and development, 

looking s j^ ficaJIy  at the Irafwrtanc» of alternative, community based 

media Initiatives in women s strug^e to alter their po~trayal in a 

Northern, male biased media. The term alternative media' refers to 

altematl\% approaches to mass communication and addresses both the 

need to pressure the existing mainstream media to provide a more 

accurate (wrtrayal of women and women’s concerns, as well as the 

need for opportunities for women to work outside the m ainstream 

media to gain valuable media decision-making experience and voice 

concerns which would otherwise remain unheard.

To date, much of the research done on the issue of women, media and 

development, has failed to rec o g ii^  the need for women's a c c e ^  to 

media-dedsion making. There has also been a  lack of analysis 

concerning the relationship of women to the existing structure of the 

mainstream media industry. The majority of work in this area fcxnises 

almost exclusively on the barriers to women's empltyment in this 

Industry.

Over the past ten to fifteen years, a growing num ber of women's 

organizations around the world have identified bWs in the m ain str^ m



media as an important development and gender issue. Many of these 

groups ha%T also initiated alternative media programming as one 

response to this bias. As a result, during the past ten to fifteen years, 

alternative media programmes developed by and for women have 

grown In frequency and circulation world-wide.

Through a case study of two women's organizations operating in 

Kingston, Jam aica, this paper provides an example of how alternative 

media programming can and is being applied by women's 

organizations as part of a strategy for change. In the case of both these 

organizations. SISTREN and Women’s Media Watch, alternative media 

programmes have provided important educational opportunities for 

women, as well as otherwise nonexistent channels of communication 

for women and women's concerns. Through these programmes, 

meml%rs of the two organizations have also had some impact on Iwal 

mainstream  media programming and the portrayal of Jam aican women 

in media advertising.

This thesis conclude  that aJtem atlw  media pro^am m es for wmnen 

offer important opportunities in the areas of media-decision making 

and media literacy. These programmes also provide unique 

communications opportunities for women, and offer a  more accurate 

portrayal of women in m ass media.
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OiMpter I: Introduetios

Since the 1960s, representatives from the South have been pointing 

to a definite Northern bias in the m ass media and demanding more 

balanced and equitable media representation. At the same Ume 

women • especialfy women from developing regions - have voiced 

their concerns with tajth a Northern and male bias. A lthou^  the 

literature on media bias and development Is extmslve, relatively few 

authors deal with the role of women and their relationship to the 

structure of the media Industry. When the {msition of women In the 

media is discussed, the majority of the work focuses narrowly on 

barriers to women’s employment In the Industry.

More recently, research on the Issue of women In the media has 

indicated that strategies to reduce barriers to employment for women 

are not enough. There m ust also be a  move towards redefining the 

role of women within the media industry. Alternative media 

initiatives for women haw  emerged as one response to this need

Over the past ten to fifteen years, alternative media initiatives have 

grown in both frequency and circulation world wide. These projects 

have been, for the most part, intitKluced th ro u ^ i women’s 

organl^tlcms which have identified bias in the mainstream media as 

an  Important development and {^d«^  l^ u e . Mainstream media 

include both the print and brcW cast technologies f^vaently  used in 

the media industry. Mass media, as discussed in this thesis, refers to 

a  variety of modes of m ass communication. These range from the



modem information technologies of the mainstream media to more 

traditional forms such as popular theater. The term 'alternative media' 

refers to alternative approaches to mass communication found both 

within and outside of the mainstream. This definition includes 

programming within the mainstream media which provides 

communication opportunities for otherwise m argnalized groui», as 

well as forms of participatory community media produced outside of 

the mainstream media including music, drama, and arts, in addition to 

community press and broadcast initiatives.

Although localized and relatively small in scale, these alternative 

channels of communication are beginning to provide women an 

opjKutunlty to voice their concerns, and share experiences and 

Information. More Importantly, they have helped to educate and 

empower women in their ^ a l s  of 1) including women in media 

decision-making and 2} creating a more positive image of women in 

the media. As well, participants in these alternative programmes have 

the opportunity to gain valuable skills and experience. These skills, 

both in technical areas and media literacy, will allow w o i^ n  to 

eflectively work for change In the representation of women In the 

media. The development of these skills alM) constitutes an important 

factor in the empowerment of women to make change in the 

structures of the existing media industry. According to FVdre’s 

(1 ^ 3 )  definition of the process of empowerment, people first develop 

an  initial awareness of their existing social structure and become 

aware that they can take action to imjnove t h ^  own lives and f^quire 

the skills which enable them to do so. T h ro u ^  taking action, t h ^



« f^ rien ce  a  loss of powerîessncss and an Increase in confidence 

(Protz, 1987,p.37),

Alternative media programmes have been Increasln^y cited by 

women's organizations as priorities In their struggle to take action to 

improve the situation of women In media. Thty also provide unique 

educational opportunities for both the oiganlzatlons and the broader 

community with respect to the portrayal and participation of women 

In the mass media. Howewr. they have not received the support they 

require from either government or other funding agencies. This 

thesis examines the importance of alternative media programmes In 

the empowerment and education of women working to change both 

the exclusion of women from medfo decision-making and the image of 

women in media. This thesis also provides a case study of two 

women’s organizations In Jamaica, showing hmv community based 

alternative media initiatives have contributed to the education and 

empowerment of women thereby contributing to the two goals 

identified above.

Chapter 2 will discuss theories of development and the way the media 

is conceived within these theories. Having shown that gender is 

ignored in these conceptions, this chapter Identifies the two major 

firameworks u% d to examine develops,ent and ^ n d e r  issu ia  - vramen 

and development and gender and development. A participatory 

approach to understanding alternative media is then examined. This 

chapter concludes tha t a partldpatoiy approach informed by a gender 

and development theoretical perspective prcvWcs the m w t



appropriate conceptual framework for understanding women's 

relationship to the media.

Chapter 3 will provide the context of the situation of women in media 

globally. The first section of this chapter will discuss the exclusion of 

women from dcdslon making roles in the media, as weU as examine 

the negative portrayal and re p r^ n ta th m  of women In mass media 

programming.

Chapter 4 introduces the specific case of Jam aica. The first section of 

the chapter will ^ve an overview of the social, economic and political 

situation In the country, and tl%n examine the situation of women in 

Jam aican ^ciety . The second section will look a t the case of the 

Jam aican media Industry, and discuss the situation women in 

Jam aican media in terms of content aiKl the role of wmnen in m «lia 

decision-making. The following section will look a t the case of the 

Slstren Women's Group and Women's Media Wateh based in Kingston. 

Jamaica. This study will provide background information on these two 

o r ^ i a t i o n s  and their programmes. It wiU also provide an a n a ly ^  of 

the Importance of these programmes to the participants, the role of 

these initiatives in the community, and the future prospects for these 

alternative programmes.

This thesis is important for several reasons. First, it arguw  the need 

for a  partldpatoiy. community-based appnmch to analysis of the 

involvement of women in media, as oppose) to simply discussing the 

need from more women to be incmTmrated into the existing
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malnstRam  medta structures. Second, it illustrates that these 

alternative approaches ofTer women Important opportunities for 

empowerment in their struggle to change the existing role of women 

in the media. Finally, it represents a compilation of releviuit literature 

in support of these community based initiatives which often lack the 

political and economic backing they need to survive outside of the 

mainstream media industry.
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Chapter 3: Conceptual rnu&ework

When analysing the relationship between women, media and 

development, it is necessary to employ a  framework broad enough to 

encompass communications and development issues using a 

feminist perspective.

Feminism, as defined Rhoda fW dock (1986) is an "awareness of

the oppression, exploitation and /o r subwdlnatlon of women within

the society and the conscious action to change and transform this |

situation" (p.S3). By looking at the relationships between media and

development th ro u ^  a feminist perspective, this analysis will provide

a clearer understanding of the exclusion of women from the media
]

industry. As well, this perspective will indicate the action necessary |

to challenge the existing structures which limit the full participation ■

of women in the media. î
«

I
However, in the conceptualization of the relatitmship t^tw een womai,

media and development, there is no one s i n ^  theoretical position. :

For the most part, communications theorists ha%% offered w lo u s

frameworks to deal with iMucs of com m um ^tion and developmient

with either limited or no regard for the question of gm der. As a

i^ u l t ,  the re c e p tio n  of the importance of women's issues within

this debate is relatively new.
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The early llteratun; (e.g. Lemer, 1958: McLelJand. 1983; Schramm. 

19641 surrounding media and development issues came from a 

modernization perspective. Tttls pers^^Uve dominated development 

thinking in the 1950s and '60s. and tended to analyze development In 

terms of economic growth. Modernization also relied on the ‘trickle 

down' approach to development suggesting that the gains achieved 

th ro u ^  capitalist industrlaiizatltm would 'trlclde down' to the poorer 

segments of smziety and thus the society as a %^ole would teneflt with 

an improved standard of living.

Early development communications theorists viewed the development 

process from this standpoint and advocated the large-scale adoption of 

Western, especially American, media technologies and i^stems for 

countries of the South. In 1958, Daniel Lemer. a leader in this field , 

wrote The Passing of Traditional Socie^. which laid the groundwork 

for modernization methc^ology as it related to communications. His 

emphasis was on the reprWuction of Am«ican material values, linking 

these with the spread of commercial mass media. The focus of this 

strategy for development lay in the "identification, emulation and 

empathie adoption" of Western values third world audiences (Lent. 

1991, p.3L

Other authors in this same perspective included E^vld McClelland, 

Ithicl de &)la Pool. Lucien Pye, Wilbur Schramm, and Karl Deutsch to 

name just a few. In bis 1966 Voice of-America produced book. 

Modernization: The Dynamics a f  Growth. Ithid de Sok Pool pdnted 

out "a growing access to the mWia of cemununiraticm* in the Third
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World and concluded that "correlation studies show few variables as 

predictive of modernization as the measures of m ass media ejqrosure." 

Based on these conclusions he further asserts that "where radio goes, 

there modernization attitudes come In" (Lent, 1991.p. 106}

The modernization approach emphasised almost exclusively the use of 

modem, technologically advanced media while traditional media were 

seen as obstacles to development. The modernization approach to 

media and development was therefore seen as a transfer approach 

whereby Western values would be transferred to Third World peoples 

through mass media. The subsequent level of development would 

depend upon the audiences’ willingness to change their attitudes and 

adopt these values.

Because the anticipated economic growth had failed to occur 

by the 1970s, the m odem i^tion approach to development was being 

questioned on many fronts including its relation to coromi nications. 

Because of the newness and unexplored param eters of 

communications technologies at this time, their (XJtentlal to bring 

about development had been mainly assumW  rather than proven. 

Through the 1960s, and '70s. communlcation*support-developnwnt 

initiatives had failed to bring about the expected change. In fact, it 

was becoming more and more apparent that m ass communication had 

actually m ulbuted to growing inequalities between the North and 

South as well as between urlmn and rural regions, and mate and female 

audiences (O'Sullivan. 1980, p. 107).
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By the late 1970s, modernization type communications projects, 

which focused on large media ^ t e m s .  were seen to have failed In a 

number of a ^ c t s  because of an inad«}uate analysts of the broader 

political and economic structures. T h e  external and Internal 

structure of domination and the structural constraints on the potential 

of information, were largely ignored’ (Shore, 1980, p.20), as were the 

issues of class dlilerences and gender relations.

At this same time, dependency theorists (e.g. MacBride. 1980: Boyd- 

Barret, 1977; Gerbner. 1977} were calling for a New International 

Economic Order and subsequently a  New International Information 

and Communications Order through forums such as the United 

Nations, specifically U N E ^O . Both these demands were focused on 

the need for a more democratic restructuring of global information 

^ t e m s .  As well, t h ^  emphasised a need for more opportunities for 

less developed countries in terms of both economic and technological 

development. There was also a serious concern with what %%s 

identified as a one-way flow of Information from the North to the 

South in the form of exported nmerican media programming and 

propaganda. There was also a demand for greater access to the media 

for m ar^nallzed groups including women and youth among others. 

However, the dependency perspective fails to specifically address the 

issue gender re.ations. Althou^i m < ^  saisitive to social 

inequalities than  the Mtxlemuation approach. Dependency theory 

does not fwzus on women as a  marginalized group, and there is little 

evidence of feminist participation in the evolution and 

conceptualization of this development theory (Moore. 1988}.
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In the 1970s. Marxist theoiy and Marxist analysis of information 

gained renewed support from many development theorists largely 

because of the emergence of the dependency critique of 

modernization theory. Dependency theorists conceptualize 

development communication In political economy/cultural terms.

SpecIflWIy. communication is vicwKi as a component of 
the international structure which either reinforces it or 
challenges it. For e^mmple. emphasis is placed on 
examining the role of communication in continuing or 
resisting dependent relationships fMowlana. 1988. 28}.

The role of the media has l%en analysed, to sœne degree in each of 

the Marxist-based perspec tifs . Control of the m eans of production 

and communication of ideas under the capitalist system is a 

fundamental concern within the Marxist pe r^ i^ tive . A Marxian 

analysis of social communication contends tha t the dominant class 

controls this production and communif^tion of ideas, and allows 

certain ideas to be communicated to «x:iety. These ideas constitute a 

system of beliefs or ideology which reinforce and m aintain social 

norms (Ander«?n, 1983.p. 272).

This p»rsi»ctive also focuses on the development of the new 

information technologies, and the efüKts of these technologies as well 

as the economic evolution of the tranm ational communications media 

industry.
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Feminists have criticized both modernization and dependency 

theories for their lack of analysis of gender relations. This criticism 

has come through three basic framewwrks: I) Women in Development 

or fWîDÎ, 2) Women and Development (WADI, and 3Î Gender and 

Development (GAD).

Althou^i a consideration of gender issues is absent from the 

mtKlemlzatlon approach, the contemporary Liberal feminist 

perspective offers a feminist polnt-of-view vhlch is related to the 

modernization theory and is refcred to as WID. The Uberal-feminist 

p«ap€Ctive focuses on the Inequality which wcrnien exj^rience in 

society and is therefore contxmed with removing barriers to women’s 

full participation in sodety. This ï^rspective does not seek to 

radically change the existing political and economic structures, but 

rather to work fw gradual reform frmn within. The Liberal Feminist 

perspective basically a(x%pts the view that the free competition among 

^ u a l  contenders in the marketplace wlU lead to social and economic 

equality- Therefore, this perspective vie%% the removal of barriers to 

the equal participation of women within the free market as of 

paramount importance [Jacquette, 1982).

Liberalism it^ lf  had de^Ioped as a challenge to the rule of the 

aiistcxracy and feudal lords who hmi gained power solely through the 

chance of birth. Ju st as a class ^ t e m  based on b lrth ii^ t seemed 

illogical, so did sexual discrimination. Liberals emphasised the 

inconsistencies with tl^se forms of discrimination in a liberal 

democracy. T h ^  also argiwd that fuller partidpatlcm of women in the
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economy would be beneficial to the economy as a whole (see Jaquette. 

1982; Maguire. 1987). This view of removing barriers for women's 

partlciatpion in the economy Is agün  reflected in the Uberal-femlnlst, 

WID strategies designed to integrate women into the development 

process. Policies for action from this perspective, therefore, tend to 

focus on the need for education. T h ^  also rely on the estaWished 

political and legal systems to ensure that women be given equal 

opportunities with men to compote evenly on the labor market.

Consistent with this thinking Uberal-feminist pmlides In relation to 

women in the media emphasise increased empjloyment o p ^ rtu n itie s  

for women in the media Industry and the removal of barriers to this 

Increased participation.

The majorily of the literature available on the subject of women, media 

and developjment comes from the liberal-feminist tradition, and has 

clearly identified the need for women's increa%d participation In the 

media.

Since a  great deal of the research done in the area of vmmen. media 

and development comes from within UNESCO, the conclusions drawn 

horn this re% arch are tmsically ctmsistent with UNESCO's U b aa l- 

feminist theme that metha is a hwl th r o u ^  ^idiich women could 

potentially alter their image in society and therefcme advance their 

sta tus (Margaret Galla^ter. 1981}. Ifowever, th is potential fmr change 

is constrained by the &ct that since m ass mWia have b% n introduced
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in developing countries women have consistently been denied access 

to the decision-making processes involved with this technology.

The dominant view within recent literature is that control of the 

media is solidly in the hands of men. and if this situation could be 

remedied, the perceptions and therefore status of women would 

advance [Marilee Karl, 1984). However, there has been little attempt 

to place the issue of women's lack of control In the media industry 

into a broader contextual analysis of the global economic ^ t e m  or the 

social and political constraints operating on the international mass 

media. As a result, there is no real challenge to the male-dominated 

^xdo-economic and political structures which ha\% facilitated and 

reinforce this exclusion of women.

As a response to these limitations in the WID approach, a WAD 

perspective merged. This approach is related to the dependency 

theory, and focuses much of its analysis on class relations. While 

recognizing the intégrai role of women's productive and reproductive 

woik in the perpetuation of class structures, gender subordination and 

patriarchy are not included in this analysis (Rathberger, 1989).

Women are seen to be unequal to men but this is seen to be the result 

of gloW structures of inequality and de^ndency. As a result 

relations between raa i and women go unaddressed fnano, 1987).

Like the WID approach, WAD aW  stop» short of analyzing the role of 

patriarchy in women's ogqxMSSlon. assuming that a change in the 

^ o W  structures in general wiQ lead to equality for both men and
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women. Also, as seen In the WID perspective, stratèges for 

development advtx^ated by the WAD approach em phasis income- 

generating projects as a way to improve women's lives (Rathberger, 

1989).

Based on a soclalist-femlnlst foamewoHc, the GAD approach has been 

critical of both WID and WAD. GAD in te g ra l  an anafysls of cfoss 

relations and gender relations. Where WID and WAD stopped short, 

this theory challenges the structures of ïx)th patriarchy and capitalism 

(Rathberger, 1987).

Sodalist'feminism b ^ a n  from a critique of da^ ica l Marxist thinking 

as well, and more recently, has emphasised the inability of socialist 

societies to balance gender inequalities. This perspective is al«) 

heavily influenced Radical Feminist analysis of the personal as 

political. As well, it stresses the importance of analysing women's 

work in the home as an integral component of capitalist and Kicialist 

production relations (Tiano. 1987).

Feeling that an economic analysis alone could not address the specific 

situation of women, SocUdist-feminists empl a^se the role of 

patriarchy within the family as a mafor source of women’s oppression. 

This analysis also suggests that the subordination of womm and 

women's work within the household is supportive of the capitalist 

system and reproduces and maintains this system (Jaggar, 1984).
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The Soctatlst-femlnist framework tllustrates the strong inter- 

ccmnectedness of patriarchy and capitalism, anafysing the mutual 

woi^lngs of these two forces In the opptession of women. Socialist- 

feminism, although flexible in its approach to a n a ^ ls ,  has Wen 

criticized for falling short of confronting the discrimination of women 

based on race, reU^on and nationality. The GAD approach is 

beginning to rectify this fundamental problem.

In terms of development strategies, the GAD strategy focuses on the 

need to address women's work both in the household and in the 

broader economy. Thrae strategies are particularly concerned with 

the situation of women within the household unit. The analysis of 

women in media through this perspective focuses on the nej^tive 

portrayal of women in mainstream media which reinforces negative 

female stereotypes in society and in the home (Bhasln. 1980).

Although the various perspectives which have originated from classical 

Marxist thought do address aspects of the relationship between 

women, media and development, none of these frameworks analyses 

these issues in relation to e ^ h  other. As well, both Marxist and 

Modernization l ^ e d  analysis of this topic hat% focused almost 

exclusively <m modem information technologies and large-^imle media. 

Traditional, local and alternative media have imt been ad ^ u a te ty  

discussed in either of these perspectives.

The recognition of the need for a  more comprehensive framework of 

anatyWs has W  develi^nnent communications thfwrists towards a
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Participatory Paradigm. This perspective emphasises the importance 

of the traditional and alternative methfxis of mass communications, as 

weU as the %clal relations of media, paying specific attention to 

marginalized groups Including women.

This focus on the social relations of the media afiows for alternative 

solutions to the lack of support to either development or gender 

issues in the mainstream media. This emphasis supports altnmative 

feminist media, as well as movements to indudc alternative issues and 

features in the mainstream media, thus allowing for increased access 

to media decision-making by marginalized groups.

The participatory p a r a d l^  orplicitly addresses the 
gender in«]ualfties in Its conceptualization of 
development. Explicitly focusing on wtmi«i as a 
m a rg in a u x  group within societies of developing 
countries makes it imfxratlve that development 
communications poUci^ also explicitly address issues of 
gender Inequalities (Mousambira, 1991 p. 16}.

This parmhgm has emerged as a resprmse the critique both the 

modernization and dependency a n a ly se  and Mowlana and Wilson. 

(1988) describe this af^roach  as "both a  revoluttonary, hum anistic, 

and a spiritual movement adiich em phasize quality and ta ils  for 

equality and W ance  in the international system* ( p. 14),

Mowlana and Wilson have also outlined several basic characteristics of 

and analysis of development according to  the pardcljmtoty paradigm:
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1) it is an all inclusive social unity, 21 it em phases the community 

rather than the nation-state. 31 it stresses unh^isallsm rather than 

nationalism 41 it emphasises dialogue rather than monologue, and 5} It 

aims at emancipation rather than alienation (Mousambira. 1 ^ 1  p. 13}.

Ute partidpatoiy approach focuses on the need to empower people 

and communities, and with this in mind, emphasizes the role of media 

(traditional and nwdeml in this process. WhUe this does not mean 

that the new Information technolo^es are abandoned in favor of onfy 

traditional communication, the importance of such traditional media 

as oracy. music, dance, art and theater are not Igiored. Traditional 

culture is emphasised as a form of communicathm in itself which can 

used to achieve developmental objectives (Mcmre, 1986}.

Some of the most important literature on this approach to 

development-support communication has come from the original 

proponents of the mWerni^tion approach from years tæfore. Fta- 

ocamplc. Wilbur Schramm (1979} has providdl a strong criticism of 

his earlier work. Mass Media and NattonaJ Development (19641. He 

emphasises tl% need for a community centered approach to media as 

"big media" had proven to be ineffectual in dealing with local 

developn^nt needs. Schramm himself felt he should have been 

"more scei^ical about the appUcabilIfy of the Western model of 

devekipromt. and paid more attention to inugrating mass media with 

kxal activity" ^ussm an, 1991 p.8).
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The focus on community and individual level initiatives Is what gives 

this persfMsctive a unique basis of analysis. Using what Maguire (1987) 

calls ’Interpreth^ inquiry", participatory researchers are able to 

uncover how "Individual and groups interpretations of reality influence 

both social actions and the intentions which social actors have in 

doing whatever t h ^  do" (p 18). Rather than focusing on the 

establishment of universal laws for hum an interaction, this approach 

seeks to determine how human Interaction produces rules which 

govern social bfe. In addition to prtKluclng practital research 

knowledge, “interpretive inquiry. Is used to create the conditions for 

m utual understanding and consensus between members of difl'erent 

social orders (Fay, 1975;Hatxrmas.l971) as well as producing 

practical knowledge" (Maguire. 1987, p. 16).

However, the difference in information generation techniques

between the participatory and other iraradigms is not simply about

methodology, They arc.
based on fundamentally différait assumptions about 
knowledge crration and the purposes for ^ i c h  stwial 
knowledge is generated. The competing views of the 
purposes of soeW sciences reflect the diflcrence of 
competing views of society. On the one hand, dominant 
social science paradigm research supports "fKiUtically 
neutral" theories about social affairs that are supportive of 
the sta tus quo (Faye, 1975). On the other hand, alternative 
parmligm research supports the production of knovdedge 
for cm an d p a t^y  Interests. It en«)uragM  ordinary and 
oppressed people to 6 %  thanW ves (hmi the 
mechanisms of social domiimtion (%ydon-Miller, 1984, in 
Maguire. 1 ^ 7 ,  p. 18).
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'Partidpatory communication' Is the term which deflnes the 

communication process necessary to achieve developnncnt according 

to the partidpatory p a ra d i^  Macobson. 1989). This type of 

communication emphasises the Importance of traditional and cultural 

modes of communication as well as modem media and new 

Information technologie. Among the forms of commurdcation 

discussed within the partidpatory paradigm are what is called 

alternative media including feminist programming in the mainstream 

news, advertising or entertainment media as well as alternative 

programming which operate outside of the main.

The objective of i^utlclpatory communication is to provide channels of 

communication for the mtyodty of the population which is now 

ahdiated from media dedsion-making, leaving their experiences and 

concerns unacknowledged, too rd lng  to Moore (1986), participatory 

communication “presents and represents the different popular 

sectors of the world, and their struggles and actions to achieve 

emancipation" (p. 16). The target goups for development efforts 

which Moore identifies include: the underpriviledged. women, youth 

.children, the unemployed, suppressed minorities and suppressed 

majorities.

Through this conceptualization of communicatitm and development, 

authors from tl% partidpatoiy {^spective assert that 

“underpriviledged ami otherwise powerless groups can exerdse
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countervailing power through alternative media or particl|mtory 

communication* (Mousambira. 1991.p-14).

In addition, participatory community media, another characteristic of 

partlcifmtoiy communication, goes beyond ntm-mechanl^d media 

previously assc»üatlon with community based communication 

initiatives. It also includes gntnt ami tnoadcast technologies which 

provide an imimrtant educational o j^ rtun ity  for grouj^ and 

individuals in terms of media skills as well as media UteraQr.

Feminist scholars such as Yacoob, 1990; V^rathon, 1990: Belbase, 

1967; and Zoonen, 1990. have all emphasized the specific issue of 

gender when writing about media and cteveloi»nent and attw t to the 

fact that feminist th o u ^ t had played a significant role in the 

development of the participatory Framework, This paradigm has 

identified women as a specific marginalized group and outlines 

strategies for empowerment which could facilitate the emancipation of 

women.

The emphasis on traditional media awdd benefit the 
m^ority of women since most women in developing 
cK>untiles live in rural areas where traditional media is 
strongest. In addition, involvir^ womet directly in the 
production and distribution of messages as the 
participatory community media strategy Impfiies would 
enhance their self-reliam*. It would empower them 
rather than leave them as mere spectators and consumers 
of messages produced and controlled by the more
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powerful (in tht» case men) (Mouflambira,lS91,
p. 14).

In summary, this thesis uses a participatory perspective for artalj^is. 

while Incorporating in s i s t s  from the sixiallst-fcminlst (GAD) 

approach. The RoUblllty of sw iallst feminism allows for an important 

analysis of the structural considerations of class and gender, capitalism 

and patriarchy. The participatory fnuneworlc offers a broader analysis 

of the situation of marginalized groups and within this, questions of 

race, reli^on and nationality. At the same time, it offers an essential 

focus on the importance of a partlclpatoiy. community perspective for 

a Clearer understanding for the role of alternative programs In 

ammen's struggle to change their situation in the media. While 

emphasising the role of alternative mtxlia initiatives, this frameawrk 

also provides an examination of the role of feminist media in 

challengng the mainstream media stereotypes which exist, as well as 

the need for women’s increased access to media decislon-maldng.
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Q t^ ite rS :

BU> in the media industxy

In 1985, ISIS the (International Women’s Communications and 

Information Service), conducted research th r o u ^  women's 

organizations around the world on the issue of the portrayal and 

tmrticipation of women in the media. The results of this research 

showed, in a  consistent manner, tha t women have been ew luded firora 

and by the m ass media on a global scale bi both their representation in 

media programming and as participants in media decision-making.

The researchers have also concluded that this exclusion has occurred 

systematically on three levels; political, economic and social.

Politick Exclusion

The "news", or what has become the most credible and serious aspect 

of m ass media broadcasting and publications has increased in 

importance and accessibility over the j^ s t  several decades. As the 

news focuses heavily on political Issues and events, the exclusion of 

women from the political scene means that they are not adfâjuatdy 

represented in this serious sphere. The primary concern of womwi's 

organizations in the ISIS survey was that women are virtually absent 

from the important’ news of the world, whether transm itted t y  press, 

radio or television. Women are, generally speaking, not newsmakers. 

Those who do dominate the content of m ass media are political or 

social leaders and as leadership in most œ untries is in the  hands of 

men. women, for the most part, remain invisible. "The conclusion 

researchers have drawn is that in the main, the media relegate women 

to marglnality. silence or absenœ." [% sha, 1990, p. 114). aW
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contends that women are excluded from the media as ronsum ers as 

weU as content because of their generally lower level erf literacy than 

their male counterparts, as well as the fact that they have little time in 

their dally routine to listen to the radio, or watch television if the 

technology is available at all (p. 115).

Social Exclusion

Other raî^or concerns which were identified in this re ^ a rc h  indicate 

that very little media coverage Is gi\'en to women's work, 

achievements, situations or needs. At the same time, the media are 

responsible for perpetuating and disseminating traditional stereotypes 

of women. In a  summary of these findings ISIS reports that,

While there are variations from society to society, from 
culture m culture, the basic images remain the same: 
vmmen are ixjrtrayed as inferior, submissive, subordinate, 
emotional, irrational, confined to home and to roles 
assigned by a patriarchal six:iety. Women are also 
p o rtra> ^  as sex objects and commodities (ISIS. 1985.p,4 
).

Although the exclusion of wjmen, both as part of the content and as 

participants in the media, presents a global concern, women of 

developing countries face a  particularly difficult task in their attem pt 

to make their voices heard in  the mainstream mWia. T h ^  m ust 

combat not only the general W estm i media bias, bu t also the obvious 

male bias found throughout the media. For example, in the early 

s ^ e s  of the c^>mmunications debate, with the call for a more 

development mtentM  focus from the media, a  Delhi-based E n^lsh
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daüy newspaper introduced a new precedent by 'adoptlng* a village In 

a rural area of the country and following some of its development 

experiences and daily strug^es. This represented an  important step 

in development communication from the point of view of development 

issues. However, one woman Journalist after going th r o u ^  the reports 

found that the male reporters on the story had not once alluded to the 

existence of women in üie village. When she visited the village herself 

she saw women everywhere taking an Important role in the survival 

and dally life of the village. The reports had left these wmnen. and 

their work. Invisible and therefore unim portant. The reporters on the 

story said they had not written about the women because they could 

not speak with them, however, the female journalist pointed out that 

even in the descriptive portion of the storira where anim als were 

mentioned, women were still not acknowledged IBhasJn, 1985, p .l l) .

Thls example of an (conscious or unconscious) exclusion of women 

from even a  description of daily life in the village Illustrates w ry  

clearly the fact tha t women and women's work were not valued or 

even taken seriously by these journalists. More importantly, the 

objective of this particular series was to tr% a more development 

oriented style of reporting and allow urlxm and rural audiences to 

share experiences and information. This report, apimrently. dW not 

consider the importance of information exchange between rural and 

urban women although the women were responsible for an  important 

part of the survival and da%  life of the village. This « n p h a s i ^  

another of the themes which emerged frmn the ISIS re s ^ rc h  which 

indicates that women lack access to information t h ^  need and to
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which they have a right, information which wouW help them answer 

questions affecting their daily lives, gm^lems and needs ( ISIS 

International, 1985).

For the most part, the debate on communication* support-de^opment 

strategies has been carried on in forums such as UNESCO ami the 

Unit«l Nations with very little attention W ng paid to gender issues or 

the image and portrayal of women in the media. The main concern 

has l%en to initially get development issu% into the media and in 

most cas^ , gend^ tssu ^  have either taken a back seat or had no 

place at all in the discussion.

Economic Exclusion

Another important issue is women's exclusion from the media th ro u ^  

economic considerations. With the emetg«ice of unprecedented 

media communiraitions technologies the industry is growing rapidly in 

terms of both size and scope. However, the ojntrol of this industry is 

becoming increasin^y concentrated within a few transnatkmal 

corporaticms. Because women have continually t^en denied access to 

new information t«hnologies due to lack of education, necessary 

economic resources, and political decision-making power, they have 

been ejmluded from a large fwrtion of the information revolution.

Women have always hml their own informal 
communications systems whether it be exchanging 
news and ir^nmation around a village well, or In a 
sewing circle , or th ro u ^  gossip' at the marfcct, or 
handing cfewn lore from mother to d au ^ te r. With
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the advent of  m ass c^mununlcations and 
sophisticated technology, howevo-. women have 
been left out. The control of the m ass media * 
telev1sion.radto.cinema,the daily press . periodicals, 
and advertising - is soUdly in the hands of m m .
(ISIS, 1985)

The fact that the m ass media is controlled through the interests of 

transnational cor%xirations means that women, due to their exclusion 

from the decision-making positions in these corporations, are rarely 

in imsitlons to influence the media. "The fact that few women advance 

to the top of these companies means that women's input into resm rch 

and development decisions. let alone distribution decisions, is 

minuscule" (Steevcs, 1989,p.87).

The i^ u e  of ownership and control of the media is one vh ich  is of 

central concern to each of the prcviouWy discussed perspectives on 

mass media. In any analysis of the media it is imperative that not only 

the power of the technology and process of communications itself be 

recognized, but a lw  the interests in which this power operates. The 

reality of the m ass media industry today is tha t it Is dominated huge 

transnational corporations which are overw helm ing  Western based 

(the four m ^or wire se rv ie s  are all based in the North, as well as 

most major b roadc^ting  co lo ra tio n s  i.e. Turner Broadcasting. USA, 

Reuters/Visnevra, England). Tlils situation is further exacerlmted ly  

the fact that the operations of theæ  transnational corporations are 

supported ly  advaiislng. which, in turn , Infiu^ice edJtmlal and 

entertainm ent con to tt (Steeves, 1989, p.86).
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Gordon (1 ^ 1 )  draws a strong link between the Interests 

transnational advertising and the portrayal of women In the m ass 

media, indicating tha t these links between media and business 

interests are not dlfQcult to establish, whether a t national or 

transnaticmal levels. Gordon's a n a ^ i s  of Caribbean n ew sp a^ rs  

condemns their lack of commitment to mirror social reality:

Where were the stories alKtut women invtdvcd In the 
rehabilitation of bananas in the Windward Islands, the 
prw esslng of beef in Belize, fishing m Lucia, vegetable 
prWuction in Antigua and tobacco production in St.
Vincent? Whatever happened to the women f i t t in g  for 
consumer protection, their rights as tenants and against 
abuses a t the foreign embassies?{p. 114 }

Media denial of their existence, Gordon concludes, "may be an 

unconscious act or it could be that these women are not ^ leab le  

products which would stimulate the advertising dollars." Over the {mst 

ten years. UNE^ZO has done some imiwrtant research on the issue of 

women in advertising. In her summary of this research. Steeves 

«nphasizes a Uiür l%tween the media contribution to systems of 

representation that make up societal ideological processes and the 

international economy. Advertising, the main factor hi profits for the 

communlcatitm industry, h as  become the means of surviW  for most of 

the m aiia  industry and plays a key role in this link. C S ieves , 19%. 

p.69}. The controversial issue of women's portrayal in transnational 

advertising will be looked a t further in this paper under the discusskm 

women's image in the media.
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Sean MacBride. in his report to UNESCO r^ a rd in g  problems of mass 

communications d ted  the growth of transnational corporations as an 

extremely powerful force in the media industry. These corporations 

have created models of h i ^  productivity and proSt rates, stimulating 

the further develofmient of new information technolo^es. The 

overwhelming m ^orliy of this development occurs in the 

industrialized North through firms which the MacBride Commission 

has characterized as typically transnational and vertically integrated. 

This leaves little rtmm for initiatives from the Smith to Income 

cmnpetltive. or even survive in the industry. As a  result, as  far as 

communications technologies are concerned, the industry is 

increasin^y contrdled by the few largest corporations, which are 

tmsed in about five Western countries, the most in the UnitW States 

(MacBride. 1980).

Effects of This Exclusion:

Due to the excluWon of women from all aspects of media decfshm* 

making, as well as the lack of opportunities for women to gain 

education in media-literacy. women's concerns have not been h ^ r d  

in the media. The decision-making process involved in  media content 

and access is solidly in the hands of m<m. This situation results in the 

^ te m a t ic  mmlusion of wmmen ^olmlly. r i ^  down to the local level 

of m «lia consumptimi and delivery. Stereotypical represtmtattons of 

wmnen ;%ro%ate t l»  media and there is little opitortunity for womoi 

to voice their ob j^ tions to this situation or offer alternative images.
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However, to sbnpty Imply by this mtafysls that the resp o n d  would be 

to encourage more women to become media executives would be 

Incorrect. As was previously discussed, this Issue m ust be placed 

within a broader social context, vdiereln men, for the most i^ut, hold 

the economic and political power worid-wlde and therefore control 

most decislŒO-nmklng processes. The situation of women in media is 

stmpty another manifestation of this esrcluslon. The condition of the 

media industry is unique in some respects, for this technology acts as 

possibly the most important source of information fw  its global 

audience, and therefore haxing a significant impact on the ideology 

and decision-making of society.

Kamla Bhasin (1 ^ 5 ) tells u s  In her research on women, development 

and the media that the impact of the media is different at dHTerent 

levels, The most obvious effect of a  biased media is that it perpetuates 

and supports negative stereotypes and ^orifles motherhood and 

subservience. The media therefore provides the necessary ideology 

for the society to make acceptable a x ia l cond ition  such as the fact 

that women and girls are more undernourished, and generally have 

less value in society than males. The media's portrayal of these biases 

makes it dlfUcult for women to break out of the societal norms, 

there to  supporting the view of women as second class cithæns. 

Furthermore, there is little challenge to these values which wûl see 

more d a u ^ te r s  remain uneducated, uneropk^ed, and  discriminated 

^ i n s t  in favor of ̂ n s .
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A second of this OKlusion is that not only do male audiences

see reinforced images of women as inferior, bu t also, women 

themselves subscribe to thMe images and therefore the self-image of 

w on^n is affected. As m«itloned carilcr, in many cases the efforts of 

women to change th ^ r  role in K c le ^  have been trivialtoïd ly  the 

media. Also, through the m ass media women are constantly shown 

im ag ^  of what KXiety demands and ex^x^cts fiom them as women, 

and therefore the media is very important in the socialization of 

women into their defined roles as wives and mothers.

In developing areas there is still another aspect to this bias, the 

reinforcement of biases In development plans (Bhasin. 1985, p. 15). As 

illustrated ly  the report from a rural Indian village discussed cu ller, 

women are often not considered in the development process, either 

by the media or ly  development projects concerned primarily with 

increasing production. The fact that the value of women’s  economic 

participation is not considered In development prefects or by the 

media means they are isolated from tlm formulation of both the 

projects and the message which is œm m unlcated aW ut these 

projects.

Unfoitunately. the importance of research on women, media and 

develc^ment is often underestimated. While ^ c e  the l% O s th e e  

has been a r%ognitlon of the important» the m ass media as a  

ciitteal comptaient in any devekpnen t strategy, there has also been a  

m isam ception that any ikifmtnaUon directed through the m ^lia  

towards a  gaieral audim ce will reach wommi and men
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Because of a generally lower educational level, nstrfcted access to 

media, and restricted mobülty outside the home, women often do not 

have the same access to the media as men. As well, much of the 

programming deveIo |^  In and for Third World audiences ts geared 

towards disseminating information about agricultural Issues or 

programs and although women are responsible for food prWuctlon 

and preparation in most rural areas, these prt^rams are 

pr«!ominantly developed for and available to male audiences. As 

Leslie Steevra points out in her research on women and media in 

Africa, for more than a decade development practitioners have known 

that women in Sub-Saharan Africa are responsible for over ^  per cent 

of fbtxi production. However, the main pn^ramming for 

disseminating %rlcultural Information. a^lculturaJ extension ^ te m s , 

continue to Ignore the needs and situations of African women farmers 

(Steeves. 1990 p.4).

Mallica \grathon (1^0) identifies several characteristics of a female

audhmce which develofmient communicators and educators should

emphasise when attempting to reach tlmse aurUencra. In her analysis

of the situation. VJrathon states that.
When development communlcatora ignore women, they 
crnisdoushr or unconsdou^y slow down the {mce of 
development and perpetuate the vicious cycles of poverty, 
illiteracy, starvaticm. and human suffering (p.l).

By focudng on womcm, development communteatcrrs have the ability to

communicate with a a whence for developmtmt Vajrathon Ust

%veral qualitlra in tlhs audienœ which make wmnen not only
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Important contributors to and partMi^mt# In the media, but essential 

in any development cmnmuntcaUons strategy. To begin with, women 

act as economic agents, a lth o u ^  thQr are usualfy not perceived to be. 

Their work is not accounted for. and so their potential for further 

development Is grossly neglected. Women are also the m ^ r  

participants in agricultural production, in A&ioi they produce %  per 

cent of the food, yet t h ^  receive little information or technotogy for 

this purpme. Veyrathon also cites women %  the ^  agents of 

environmental protection because. In rural a r ^ s ,  they Üve and work 

closer to the wo-system. Therefore, she continues, they need 

supjmrt, technical conservation information, and sharing of their 

ejqjcrience through communication. Finally, women are the key 

agents of human development

... Thty can improve the quality of life and optimize human 
responses In communities throu^i reducing maternal and 
child mortality, reducing fertility, improving family 
nutrition, and managing safe drinking water and sanitation.
They also tead i their children (especially their daughters)
^Mxl health practices and oth«- skills a t hmne. thus 
supporting fonnal education systems (p.l).

The concerns of women have not figured prominently in most 

communication plans to date, however, over the past ten or fifteen 

years, there has been some movement towards an  awareness of 

women and the media in the context of devefo^nnent. During the UN 

D e»de  for Women {1976-1965} sev^nal national and international 

ctmferences were conducted <m the theme of women, media arui 

development. The main areas of concern at tlmse conference  were,
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parUcipatlon of women In the media Industry. Research In these areas 

has been quite Iimit«l and as the awareness of the Inequalities In the 

media industry towards women of developing countries grows slowly, 

the Industry itself is moving very rapidly to become more powerful 

from technotogical. political, and economic perspectives.

Furthermore, when women have been considered in development 

projects their participation has been relegated to refmrducUve labor 

CMT house-wife related activities. As well, many projects develc^ied for 

women which have been funded through foreign aid ar * also developed 

to help aroincn jxrfbrm household duties more efïldently. I.e. cooking 

classes or cwperatives. child care classes, etc.

The e rten t to which the media influences the development and 

results of these projects Is certainly debatable. Although most 

members of the media agree that m ass media does have some 

Influence on society If only by setting agendas and deflntng issues for 

dlKussion many will also argue that the media does not tell people 

%hat to think. It simply provides the Information necessary to make 

individual opinions and decisions. This attitude, however, does not 

take into account the Ideolo^cal impact the mcxHa can and have had. 

and the lacÆ that i f  the informaticm provided comes firmn a  w ddem , 

male bias, than the decisions individuals derive from the data must 

have this bias.
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One dtfllculty which arises In a discussion of women, media and 

development Is the dliTerence In the relaU on^lp  between women and 

media In those sodeues which have a well developed media Industry 

and those which do not. For example, in the case of print media, a 

standard of living and education Wilch enables women (and men) 

access to that media Is essential. It is difdcult as well to attem pt to 

analyze the relationship txitween wim en and media when women do 

not constitute a homogeneous population. As Q aO a^er (1%1) points 

out;

The preoccupations of the majority of women In the West 
vis a-vis the media are the preoccupations of only a 
fraction of the {xipulattons of the developing world. 
Discrimination against women's a% ess to declsion*making 
posts within the media is hardly a iwoMem in countries 
\dtere only a handful of wtmien enter the media profession 
in the first place, (p.28).

The literature on the issue of women In newly emerging media 

Industries emphasizes the Importance of appropriate' and fair 

structures within the industry. This would m ^ n  an Increase in the 

employment of women In the Industry, and incrca%d access for 

women In decision-making roles. However, as was previously 

discussed, this response does not completely address the issue of how 

these new media industries can (compete or even survive within the 

structure of ̂ obal m%s communications. As G aU a^er points out:

Imsed on our knowledge of the essentially cmiservatfve or 
even discriminatory tendencies of the da^loped  media in 
both tlw portrayal and the empleyment won%n and the
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potential influence of the media on the fwmathm of 
attitudes, wlf concepts and social perceptions, the dAate 
in countries with newly emerging media systems Is more 
concerned with how to make these media woiit in 
women's best interests. (Gallagher 
1981 p. 30)

One of the most important indications of the impact of the mass media 

cm the status of women in society continues to be the frequency with 

which women's organizations world-wide Identify this issue as a 

priority for their membership. In many cases the {mtential of the 

mass media to act as "powerful agents of socialization and social 

change" (Gallagher 1981. p.29) has encouraged these organizations to 

focus increasingly more attention In this area. One funding a^ncy 

which has recognized this fact is the Global Fund for Women, which 

provides funds to iniUate. strengthen, and link organizations 

promoting women's interests, ^cording to the organizatitm's 

president, Anne Firth Murray, the organization has chosen to 

emphasize the area of communication. In the first three years of the 

orpnization's operations. 115 grants of between $500 and $10,000 

were aamrded to grassrtmts non-^wemmental m*ganizatk>ns mostly in 

developing countries, and approximately 30 per cent of these were in 

the area of fxanmunicatlons. Firth Murray also states that.

The emphasis on communication evolved because women's 
organizations world wide have made it clear that 
communication is vital to admen's empowerment. Women 
want to communi(ate-Ioc8%, r^onalb^, and gloWly.
Thty want to share their expalences, Iw n  from one 
another, and devise coUatmrative strategies to dimJ with
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the dlflîcuU issues they face. Moreover, women's 
wganizsUons are at a ciitlcaJ s t a ^  of transition. Having 
articulated specific needs, principles, and goals in their 
own organizations, women are now ready to make an 
impact on the larger society. They see communication as 
critical to that objective {Miuray. 1990, p. 14).

I m a ^  portzayiKl the mWim

One internathmal organization which has done some comprehensive 

work on the portrayal of women in media is UNESCO. { Appendix 11 ) 

One of the most useful pieces of research UNESCO has carried out is a 

survey questionnaire given to member country governments at the 

World Conference for the UN Decade for Women in 1985. A coity of 

this questionnaire is included with the appendix and these results will 

be refered to further in this paper.

Research on the issue of women, developmmt ar*d media is important 

for several reasons. It is a  field where a great deal of work has not 

been done to-date, as the issue has not come to the forefront in either 

the media world or for many developm«mt agencies. It is. however, an 

important issue as the development of modem communications 

technologies m ean the media is more widety received through radios, 

televisions, and publimtions, and more a^ilaW e to organizations a s  a 

develc^ment tool. As the industry is growing, so is the media's 

mfîtænce and impact on societies both in the develoiKd and 

developing vrorlds. As a result, both the negative irajmcts and the 

positive potential of communications are magnifîaJ.
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The mass media constitute a veiy powerful influence on social 

perceptions and women’s representation in the media Is a  critical 

issue in research into the role or status of women in society. This 

industry is also very complex with class and gend^  biases and a 

definite Northem/W estem Was, yet the media Is seen by many as an 

important toW in the pursuit of c h a n ^ g  ^ rcep tio n s of women in 

society.

The results of the UNESCO survey {UNESCO. 1985) confirm that with 

few exceptions women continue to be portrayed in a traditionally 

stereotyped way. The media in Turkey tend to portray women as 

"wife, mother, sex symbol", whereas in Senegal they show her as 

"mother, wife, agent for developmait". In the Republic of Korea, 

when the media depict a working %mman, she Is "seldom h a p ^  . 

Sudanese media find It Incumbent upon them to portray women In an  

optimal image consistent with the Shari'a (Islamic law}".,. A study sent 

In by Costa Rica analyses advertising’s concentration on domestic 

activities and personal appearance, and documents the stereotypes 

used to project an  illusion of wclal mobility to the deprived masses.

In school textbooks, concludes the study, "man is the leader, he who 

has a place in history" (UNESCO, 1985, p.37).

In response to the survey’s  question. Has there been any c h a r ^  since 

J975 in these tm fk i in te rs? , 44 governments answered yes wdiile 28 

answered no. The researchers indicate h o e , however, tha t clearly a 

numbm- of the positive res{mnses are actually In reference to changes
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In wcMnen's role in stalely, as opiK>sed to changes in the media 

ï^îrtrayal of that role. Lcwklng specifically at those countries viiicb 

responded positively to changes in media representation alone, the 

yes-no balance is approximately equal. Progress reported generally 

refered to increased portrayal of women in professional capacities 

(Ecuador, Jordan, Madagascar, United States, Zimbabwe) (UNESCO p. 

38).

In countries which have eaqjericnced a social revolution, resftonses to 

the above question indicated a complete transformation in the 

portrayal of women in the media, In countries such as Poland and tlie 

USSR, the transformation is indicated to have occurred simultaneously 

with the move to KKrtal^ra. The response from Cuba states:

Since the triumph of the 1959 revolution, the image of 
woman projected by  the broadcast media in Cuba 
undergone a total change. ... The im a ^  now presented is 
tha t of the woÆer - students, militants, prof^sionals - an 
involved participant in all W-anches of Cuban daily activity. 
UNESCO p. 38.

However, further UNESCO research (1985) w arns th a t while medfe in 

socialist countries do provide a relatively more positive view of 

women, they continue to direct images %diich "embmty traditional 

distinctions between women's and men’s emotional make-up, 

Intellectual capacities and motivations." fp.71) At the same time, in 

the People's Republic of China, concerns have been identified (p.71) 

with the media’s refiection of the social dilemma of rKoncilm g the 

new economic and {mlitical roles of women in society with their 

traditional roles.
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Regardless of the media in specific countries or regicms. th a t;  are 

some factors of the media industry which indicate that the mass media 

p l ^  a particularly conservative role in socialization, and reflect and 

reinforce traditional values and beliefs. These specific factors include 

the male-blascd profile of em plc^m ait in the industry, especially in 

the detdsion*making positions with the media. As well, the messages 

put forward by the mass media are tailored for audiences demanding 

vivid Im^mct and easy to understand concepts. Therefore, there has 

been a reliance on simplified, recognizable and standardized 

characteristics in media messages.

FOr these reasons, it has seemed p^^sible to some commentators that 

the media present a sotHal reality which - if not ctemonstrably false - 

feeds on the most conservative voices in society, igioring new trends 

until thQf have become established and thus fulfilling a primarily 

reinforcing role - rather than  a transforming one - in the culture 

(G alla^er, 1981. p.36).

These standardized symbols translate Into steroïtypes which

dominated media representation of various g o u p s  and issues. Images

of women in the media can be anafyaæd th r o u ^  several categories.

howcwr the consistency of the find ing  Is carried aoross geographical

and political i ^ o n s .  the various nwdia. and different audiences.

On film, in the  p reæ  and the broadcast m afia, women’s 
activities and in to csts  typically g* no further than the 
confines of hmne and fanfify. Charat^olzed as  essentially 
dejMndoit and rom antk. m nnen are rarefy portrayed as 
rational, actl%% or decWve.. .Prevalent news \&lues define 
m ost women, and most women's p i t^ la n s  ^
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unnewswcHthy.. the bait through vAlch products are 
advertised, womm are ocplolted in term s of their sexuality 
and physical appearance [UNESCO, 1989. p.209).

A summary of the dominant imagery of women shows that in g e n ia l.

women are underrepresented in the media. When they do a p p ^ r ,

thqf are shown as employed in t r a d i t io n a l  female om ifm tions. more

concerned with family and marriage than their male counterparts, and

g en cr^ y  more imssive and Indecisive than males (UNESCO, 1981

p.40).

Underlying all these situations is a  dichotony which, for the most 

p a r t  portrays women as either completely g(xxi or completely evil. In 

numy cases the good side of women is represented through illustrating 

her strong m atnnal instincts, fomlninity. and general^  pasWve nature, 

and slie is most often found in the home. On the other hand, her evil 

counterpart shov^ none of the% characteristics and is depicted as 

unscrupulous, immoral, in^nsitive, and true l (Touchman, 1981).

UNESCO (1981. Gallagher) has provided regional reviews of the 

portrayal of women in North Am alca. Europe, Asia, Africa. Latin 

America and the C arlbb^n . Since the majm' UNESCO studfos on this 

issue (1981. 1 ^ 5 )  further information has been gathered, and a 

reasonably complete global proftle of women's images in the media can 

be found. What is most impressive a !» u t this research is the 

coimistency of the findings. Women, worldwide, are portrayed in a  

s ta r t l in g  similar fashion in all forms of m ass nW ia.
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Chie area of particular concern in the literature Is with the p o itr^ ^ . 

or lack of portrayal, of women in the news. News programming has 

become one of the most Important sources of international 

information for audiences world-wide. In addition, researchers who 

study the news industry have illustrated that the news serves to 

le^timize and aWgn status to issues, events and leaders in a more 

substantial %%y than other forms the n^dia C&yeriy, 1990. p.79). 

Today, not onty is the news component of the media itKlf %en to be 

the most serious', eaedible and important form of media 

communteation. new information technologies and broadcast 

innovations such as the Cable News NetwoA have now made the news 

extremely accessible to every region (rf the worid.

Galla^ier refxirts from her research that adiere data were available, 

incidences of news about women ranged from only 4 to 20 per cent of 

news items (National Union of Journalists. 1978). S ie concludes. 

"News is associated with imiK)rtant events, and news in every country 

reflects a  male social order." (1981. p.77) This aWence of women in 

the news not only withholds an opportunity to show women's issues, 

concerns and achievements, it also reinforces the message that 

women are not newsmakers or newsworthy. Even In the incidences 

where women do figure in the news, there is a lack of serious 

acceptance of wonmn and their activities.

UNESCO (1985) re^aixh  in this area ^ow ed that there exists a 

se^sre vmder-repres«ntatlon of women as both gatekeejMrrs and 

new m na^a. The gatekeeper function of the media to select ahich
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items will l^o im e part "of the news" refers to the lack of wmnen in 

the decl^on-maklng process of the news industry. UNESCO's (1985) 

review of research in this area to date shows a consistent exclusion of 

women firom the important world of news. This conclusion has b%n 

emphasized by the findings of Kaiser (1984) in the Netherlands, 

Madaok (1 1 ^ ) In India, Gordon (1981) in the C aribl^an, E^noUcUs 

(1984) across ten European Countries, Abrahamstm et al. (1 ^ 8 )  in 

Sweden, Holopaines, 1984} in Finland and Hanak, (1984) in Hungary. 

In addition, further r e s e a t^  (Cuthbert. 1981) has analyzed the way in 

which the predominant values of the news business have led to 'evwit- 

orlented’ reimrting as opposed to in-depth analytical reporting of on 

going processes or movements. Other results have been an  emphasis 

cm political and economic elites which ig to r^  the activities and 

concerns of the majority of the population and especially a ry  

marginalized groups. As the media reflect the existing {mwer 

structures of w dety , it follows then that r^ re san ta tio n  would focus 

on the decision-makers in society to the omlusion of all other stra ta  of 

society. This exclusion, obviot^ly, would include women as t h ^  do 

not represent a  politically or economically jmwerlul sector of society.

At the same time, the emergence of a  W at structure in news ^ th e r in g  

has left little room for anything outside the m ainstream  news. The 

heat' concept is basically the assigning of a  journalist to a  sgwcWlc 

institution, location, or^^nizaticm or event where news fa deemed 

likely to occur. This results in a  very narrow fw us for news gathKing, 

and limits the available news items, and a  "gaieral n o n -co v o a ^  of 

women" (U N ^^O  1985, p.64).



46

The most c<msistent evidence of the use of female stereotypes can be 

found in advertising in both print and electronic media. The use of 

women, specifically their appearances to sell an number of products Is 

in evidence world-wide, regardless of region. As Gallagher states:

The jmrticularly degrading nature of many advertising images of 

wtunen is well- documented." (1981, p.75J Fw example, 

ramprehenstve studies on this i%ue tan  be found for every region of 

the world including ,̂ Canada (Task Force on Women and Advertising. 

1977) United Kingdom (Milium. 1975) Austria (Arbeitsgrubbe 

Frauenmaul. 1979). Denmark (Sestrup, 1978). The Philippines 

(National Commission cm the Role of Filipino Women. 1978), Jamaica 

(Cuthbert. 1979), Sri Lanka (Goontilai^, 1%0), and Latin America 

(Quirox and Larrain. 1978).

The portr^al of women in advertising is probably the m<^ 

controversial and criticized issue in the literature on women in the 

media. The exploitation of women in advertisements is quite blatant 

in many cases arui provides a clear objective around which many 

women's media groups have organized. The most critical aspect of any 

discussion of women and advertising is the transnational focus of this 

advertising. The majority of advertisements are purchased and 

produced through transnational advertising firms based in 

industrialized countries (SteevM 1 ^ 9 , p. 89). Wmnen «institute the 

l a r ^ t  Imse for private consumption dedsioi» in mmit societies and 

therefore are an important target for transnational marketing. The 

research to date <m wmnai and advertising has been quite weU
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documented. Since advertising Is often less subtle tn Its approach 

than other mainstream media programming. It is (Aen mimh easier to 

identify the n t^ t iv e  Images of womoi and contact the prW ucer 

Involved. As Steeves points out. Another factor in advertWng which 

has gender implications is "...Its persuasive, unidirectional nature."

Advertising research has become h i^ily  sophisticated and 
can identify techniques that are im ^t likely to sell ^*ods 
and encourage materialistic W ues. Since products 
advoHsed are often non-es^mtial. luxury fypes of items, 
poor women's oppressed sta tus is likely to ^  reinforced 
by adverUsing, as is their sta tus as consumers. In fac t 
international studies of media advertising have consistently 
reported images of women tha t reflect the capitalist and 
consum «1st orientation of the Western agencies that 
create most advertisements and the transnational 
corporations that make the products IGallagher,
1981 .’UNESCO. 1985) Steeves, 1989 p.89).

The effects of this type of tm a^ ry  of women through the maM media 

on society are very dilBcult to determine tn any kind of concrete way. 

(%viously. vmmen's organizations around the world have identified the 

issue of media portrayal of women as a  priority for their membership 

and this in itself tells us that t h ^  groupa perceived »>me fype of 

correlatkm or pc^sibly causal relatioimhip between the image of 

women in the m ^ila  and the role and situation of women in society. 

The case study which will be examined in the following chaptK- is 

based on an organization which has perceived a correlation between 

the violence against women in Jam aican sodefy and the 

repreitentation of women in Jam atean soctety. As previousfy discus% d, 

women's funding institutions are financir% research and j^ o ^ am m li^  

in this area. Indicating again the importance international
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oi^anlraUons have plaçai cm this issue, including the Unesco 

Conference on Women and Development which has dted the negative 

portrayal of women In the media as a tmrrier to the advancement of 

the status of women in KKiety.

However, a lth o u ^  the assumption that the mainstream media images 

of womoi have a negative efiect on the lives and situation of women 

underlie much of the argument for significant chan^  within the 

media industry, there is little empirical evidence to support a causal 

relationship between media ex^Ktsure and specific effects. This is also 

the case with any other aspect of research on the serial effecte of the 

mass media. For ommple, after an exhaustive rejmrt by the American 

Surgeon General's Advisory Committee on the most studied area of 

media efiirets, vtolence and the media, it could onfy 1% concluded that 

for some people, under some circumstances, exposure to television 

violence may be harmful {Surgeon General. 1972). As a result it is 

impossible to illustrate clearly that the negative im a^ of women in the 

media has a negatire impact on the role of women in society.

However, smne exj^rimental studies aimed at measuring the impact 

of media imagery of women have indicated a correlation, or at least 

%me relationship between media portn^al of women and the status or 

perreptJon of women in society. According to Touchman (1979) many 

findings of these experimental studies B.c. Cheles MiBcr, 1975, 

Courtney and Whipple. 1978, and Plngree and Hawkins, 1978} have 

replicated from study to study. These findings indicate that 

children who are exposed to media content which portrays sex role
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stereotypes wül de%rtt% women's roles in traditional ways. At the 

same time, children who are exposed to content which contradicts 

scx-stereWyping tend to descriW wmnen's roles In a less traditional 

manner. These studies have also found that when watching televWon, 

children tend to pay particular attention to, and identify more s t r o n g  

with children of their own sex performing sex role stereotypical tasks. 

Flnalfy, it has tKcn found that the more televlsimi children watch, the 

more traditk>nal their attitudes and e x j^ ta tio n s  become. Some 

tentative conclusions from these flndtngs indkate that children, and 

po^ib te  women and men. do appear to model themselves altmg lines 

suggested by media imagery. Studies of women in advcrtWng suggest 

that the impact of advertising may be {mrtlculvly powerful in 

providing modelling behavior (Brown, 19791. Advertisements are 

extremely effective in reaching and influencing specific target 

audiences. Through most advertising, the sex role stereotyping is 

usually implicit ratl%r than b la tan t and while the ejqjlicit sales 

message Is being discounted consciously, the more subtle stereotyping 

ran  be o b sw b ^  unnoticed (Gallagher, 1981).

Furtha- research in the area of media e^qx^sure and idmtiflcatfon and 

imitation suggest that women do identify themselves with media 

Situations. S tu d io  in Brazil (Manpies de Melo, 1971), Venezuela 

(Colomina de Rivera, 19%), the Netherlands (Berman, 1977) and 

Japan  (Miyazaki, 1978) have shown that in additWn, maxty women 

appfy media situations and dilutions to their own problmns. Fifty per 

cent of a  sample of housewives in Venezuela reported A a t they 

believed that radio and television soap*operas derived from real life.
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53 per cent reported that they felt the solutions offered In these soap* 

operas could help them solve their own problems, and 30 per cent 

said that their children often Imitated the characters In thew  

programmes. The findings of the study In Brazil were very similar 

concluding from a study of Sao Paulo housewives that such 

programmes perform a specifically Ideological function. And as mwU. 

28 per cent of housewives stw qfed  in Japan  responded that they 

watched television ^ ap * o p « as  because of a  belief that they dealt with 

real-life problems and were a good education.

W«nm's paztic^atloa is mass communications
As was the case with previous issues surrounding the topic of women, 

media and development, little conclusive data Is available in this area 

The need for research in th is area, however, is extremely important 

not only to establish the sta tus of women's mnployment in this 

growing and powerful industry, but also bccau% of the assumption that 

their is a  link between the dedsltm- making pioM sses invdved in 

media content and f^ogramming and the lack of female participation 

in this process.



51

S tag e r an d  Olson U966Î in Sleeves (1989) have provided d a ta  on 

wom en’s em ploym ent in the  m edia In dustry  for 46  co u n tries , an d  on 

both  p rin t an d  b roadcast m edia from 25  countries.

Wodwi M • pivportioa ef w «tat to wtMTt knem, (Mtt NBtnl r« r »(K« itTO (parccnla^i^
• m * j MM

This research  show^ th a t while in several coun tries (i.e. Ja m a ic a ,

Singapore) wom en have achieved som e degree of access  to

finp lm m en t in the m edia industry , they  a re  a lm ost com pletely

excluded from the  decision-.m aking positions w ith in  the  in dustry . In

her analysis of th ese  resu lts . Sleeves draw s a 111*  betw een w om en's

positions and the  p o u e r s tru c tu re  w ith in  w hich the  m edia opera te :

P erhaps more revealing th a n  n u m b ers  of wom en in  m edia 
is specific Inform ation about their Jobs. ... The available 
d a ta  indicate se rious problem s of \‘crtJcal an d  horizontal 
segregation. ...These sim ilarities a re  not acc iden ta l and  
m ay be significantly a ttribu tab le  t o the  im pact of. first, 
colonial pow ers and . later. W estern  developm ent agencies 
and  m ultinational corporation. As previously no ted , th ese  
x-arious forces in troduced not only m edia b u t  W estern  
a ssu m p tio n s abou t their operation. (1989. p .86)
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Case studies in recent UNESCO research show a consistent trend 

towards women's emplt^ment in low paid, low impact {msiUons with 

the Industry. For example, In Sierra Leone, women represent 11 

percent of the total employees of the Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting In that country. At the same time. 74 per cent of these 

women are employed in low-level positions as typists and clerical 

workers. (Annl, 1981 in Unesco 1985, p.791 This same situation is 

mirrored around the world. In Finland and Jamaica, where women 

account for between 40 and 50 per cent of the total employment in 

the mass media industry, the minority of this employment is found as 

office staff or production assistants, and women continue to be "...very 

underrepresented at senior and management levels." (UNE^O, 1985, 

p.80) Even in those countries udiere women have achieved a relatively 

high level of partielimtion \Wthin the industry, access to the decision

making levels of the mass media has remained elusive.

Galla^ier's 119811 research indicates that throughout the world 

women are virtually W)sent from the top decision making or executive 

position. At the same time, even at the lower levels of the corporate 

structure, women are Isolated in lower-paying clerical iKîsltlons. The 

v%men %ho are employed in news positions typically handle women's 

featur» or the social p a^ s , assignments generally %en to be of lesser 

Importance. Galloper’s research also dl^mssed problems with job 

conditions (e.g., the aq^ctation of h i p  performance in youth with no 

consideration for childbearing and child c^reL imitective and 

r^trlctive legislation for media wmnen in smne countries which
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restrict overtime and night work, and the poor rate of participation 

for women in media union membership, as well as inadequate training 

and education for women In media, jpp.94-95).

The UNESCO literature reviewed indicates that throughout the world 

much more is known about images of women than about women's 

participation in media industries. There are many levels for 

discussion atxjut women's {^rtlcipation. Certainly it is useful to know 

about women's success in obtaining media Jobs, but it is also important 

to ask whether this will make a difference. In other words, will 

increased num ters of women change media content and policy? Or 

will women conform to the practices of existing structures?

Many of the strategies for change suggested by the liberal-femlnist 

approach to the issue of women in media are based on the assum ption 

that there is a link bet%wen access and inmge. The em phasis of the 

UNESCO rraearch to date has tœen to push for increased {mrticipatlon 

of women in the mainstream media as a response to the existing 

media Imbalance. Sleeves makes this position very clear in her 

review.

On the surface, it appears that research and political 
efforts to increase num bers of women employed in m ass 
media, fw tlcularly at the higher levels, indicates a  liberal 
feminist orientation. Many radical and socialist feminists 
would argue that such efforts ipiore patriarchal structuras 
that are unlikely to change with the simple addition of 
women. However. ZÜIah Eisenstein (1981), a socialist 
feminist, has argued persuasively that patriarchal 
structures and products cannot help bu t change as 
increasing num bers of wmnen participate in them and 
apical to them fw suppm t. Empirically, very littte m «ha
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research has addressed the issue." (Steeves, 1989, p. 95 ) 
note: there has been little such research in the United 
States either, as inditated by Muriel Cantor’s [1987} 
recent report to the Benton Foundation.

However, there is actually little hard evidence to support this link in 

the existing studies. Often, women working in the media themselves 

have been found to originate %xlst œ n ten t ( Gallagher, 1981. p. 108}. 

For example, the most so d st and sexually explicit of a particular 

series of Venezuelan fotonovelas were almost aQ written by women 

[Flora. 1980) and Gallagher (1981. p. 109} cites further examples 

where individual women producers. Journalists or decision-makers 

have been associated with * or directly responsible for - negative and 

stateotyptcal portrayals of women. There have been, however, some 

s tu d io  done which provide evidence in support of increased female 

participation in the media. A c ^ e  study from Sri Lanka, (Goonatllake, 

1980} indicates that in Sri Lankan radio, the higher the participation 

of women, the more positive the portrayal of women represented in 

its programming. The representation of wmnen in a  positive (or non

negative} light was highest in the E n^sh-language service which also 

has the h ip e s t  female participation rate, almost 50 per cent. This 

was followed 1^ the Tamil service (with 43 percent female 

participation) and the Sinhala service with only 18 percent. It should 

also be noted that although there are no women on the board of 

directors Tot the English service. 60 pa" cent of the positions a t the 

dirrotor and assistan t director levels are held t y  women (in Calla^ier, 

1981. p. 108).
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It te somewhat difficult therefore, at this point to establish whether or 

not an Incre^ed  participation of women in media alone would 

facilitate change in the portrayal of women In the media. In fac t it 

seems apparent that further research into both women's participation 

in media and alternative strategies for women to influence media 

contHît is required.

Gallagher's conclusions also emphasize the need for further research 

In this area:
The fact that most research into m «ila imagery has been 
limited to content analysis means th a t  overall, there Imve 
been virtually no attem pts to establish links between the 
dominant images and the dominant values, tellefis. or 
a tt i tu d e  of media personnel. {GaUagher, 1981, p. 1(^1

Respmtees:

Women and women's organizations have b ^ u n  to combat the 

persistence of male dominated i^rceptlons in the media th r o u ^  two 

general strategies. The first Is the use of pressure from women's 

organizations on the media, governments, and subscribers to demand 

a more aware and responsive media. The second te the introduction of 

feminist media developed by and for women to create a forum for 

women's Issues and concerns. However, these com m uni^tions 

networks are not a p a n  of the mainstream and in mttet cases lade 

money and suppm t for their production and distribution.

Most of the discussion of e lu tio n s  to the probleote presented for 

w > m ^ 1^ the m ain str^m  media deal with the q u ^ tfa n  of W w to 

reform the existing mainstream media to be more equitable towards
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women. "In a broad sense, effort is focust^ on reform, amendment, 

and sensitization while accepting the t^s ic  political and Ideological 

assumptions of the present system" (G alla^er 1981. p. 137) At the 

same time, there 1ms l^en  some recognition of the need for such 

dramatic changes in the existing media structure that any r^llzation 

of such change is urdlkely. In addition, some communications - 

devefopment experts agree that due to the structure of the industry 

itsdf. these inequalities are virtualfy inherent, and change cannot be 

made within the constraints of the existing media industry.

Some women's organizations have indicated that although they supfmrt 

the participation of woram in the m ainstream media, the more 

effective apprtmch to dealing with media bias is to develop alternative 

media channels and provide feminist media and development support 

communications programmes directed specifically towards women 

(Gallagher. 1981, p. 37).

Proponents of a  more grassnx>ts, participatory appromzh advocate the 

rec(%nition of both cultural and popular media as valid forms of mass 

communication and are in the forefront of the field of alternative 

media. In addition, while those of a more liberal'feminist orientation, 

as evident in most U N E ^O  w jrk on this issue, are working toward 

changes in m ainstream media (i.e. more equitable emplc^ment 

p r^ tlc e s  with r e ^ r d s  to women, and a more naponslble portrayal of 

women in advertising t h ^  are also working to  provide alt«native 

outlets for women’s communication. The qiæstion renmlns. however, 

can these attem pts to get the message across from outside the
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mainstream media, combined with the social, pWidcal and economic 

[measures of maintaining a media outk t, provide m y  real alternative to 

the prc^Iems po%d ly  the present-day communications industry?

Aîcordlng to UNESCOs World Communications Report (1989) the 

past fifteen years have seen unprecedented growth in the role of 

alternative m «lla and espedalfy with r e ^ r d s  to feminist media. The 

primary fœ u s  in the development of these media is to provide 

communications channels %%ch are controlled and ojærated ty  

women themselves, as well as readily acc^sib le  to a female audience. 

These alternative channels operate to present a  more balanced and 

realistic view of women in the world as well as a forum for women's 

(xmcems. By sidestepping the m ainstream media, t h ^ e  alternative 

forms of media attem pt to operate independently from the constraints 

of profit margins and patriarchy w hldi exist in the mainstream.

Alternative media programming includes all forms of prin t and 

broadcast m ^ ia . as well as traditional forms of communication 

Including popular theater. Print media, due to their inexpen^ve 

nature have lncrea%d substantially in many areas of the develc^Hng 

world, women’s  publications (m agazine, newspapers, and other print 

media) provide one of the most pmpular types of alternative media.

This medium is relatively inexpensive, (compared with nmre 

com plicate  broadcast techno logy , and foiriy m x ^ ^ l e  to a  m ass 

audience. The gnoblem of illiteracy in m any w c^etiy  dm s, however, 

limit the circulation of these publications and in smne m y s  makes
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them irrelevant to the {Kjpulation which would likely be most 

Interested In their content. H iere is competition, a s  well, from 

mainstream women's publications %iilch generally hold a  much larger 

circulation.

These publications are distinguished from mainstream  women's 

magazines not onfy through circulation, but by content. Women's 

alternative publications focus on i s s u ^  directly related to women, and 

the struggle of women for equally. These issues might include, 

violence against women. reprtKluctlve health care. etc. In addition, 

these publications also devote space to the achievements and concerns 

of women and women's organizations. This opportunity for 

publication of the achievements of women and information regarding 

women's projects, research, and work, is extremely im portant as few 

m ainstream  publications will allow the space or resources to discuss 

these issues in their publications other than an octasional. brief 

announcement.

The World Communications Re;x)rt (1989) dem onstrates that the 

num W r of t h ^  alternative publications are grmving. and taking root 

around the v ^ ld :

Ftora 1 ^ 5  to 1986 there was a  6 per cent in c r^ se  in 
women's publications in North America, and a  3  per cent 
increase hi Europe, but increases of 53 per cent hi the 
South Pacific. 33 per cent in the Middle E a s t  61 i» r  cent 
in Asia, 143 ;%r cent hi Latin America and & e Caribbean, 
and an extraordinary 266 per emit in Africa. But the
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overall number of publications produced in the developing 
regions remains relatively low: under KÏ for Asia. Afrtea 
and the Middle East and the South Pacific, in comgartswi 
with 365 for North America and 76 for Europe. However, 
these statistics should 1% treated with some caution: data- 
gathering Is much easier in North America and Western 
Europe that in other regions, and the definition of 
'women's alternative publications' may vary in different 
countries (UNESCO. 1989 p. 214|.

Broadcast technologies arc also growing in popularity as channds for 

alternative messages. These technologies provide a greater im port 

with their audlo/vlsual appeal than the simpler print media, and a t the 

same time the Issue of literacy is not such a serious obstacle a s  with 

publications. Access to the% technologies are Just as limited in some 

cases, although, t y  the inaccessibility of the technology (radio, video 

player, television, etc.) fw  many potwitial a u d ie n t^ . Over the past 

ten or so year, however, the availability of radio techno lt^es to rural 

areas has significantly increased [UNESCO, 1989). The content of 

alternative women's radio programming differs from the content of 

mainstream women's radio %^ich is commonfy transm itted by the 

m ass media. The mainstream {nogramming temis to concentrate tm 

the traditional roles of women and focus on topics such as home am! 

beauty th em ^ . fashion, rooking, etc. Alternative bn^dcastlng  tends 

to cover more controversial issues such as ra j» , domestic violence, 

ectmomic and political issues. As well, this type d* programming also 

offers a forum for the voice of 'ordinary' wmnen to discus# their 

conrom s as opproed to inviting csperts to speak cm various issues.
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One of the best known altm uitive women's radio broadcasts was Radio 

Donna, in Itafy. This was a two hour daily b r tm d ^ t  throujdi Radto 

Citta Futura, a  private left-wing station m a working-class section of 

Rome. Radio Donna provided a  daily opportunity for various groups of 

women to discuss their concerns on the air. On January  9. 1979. five 

women form the Housewives Collective were partidpating in such a 

broadcast discussing abortion, when a  faœ lst group attacked the 

station, setting it on fire. The ammen were serious^  injuied, and the 

station was shut down. Several large demonstrations were s t a ^  to 

support the women, however Radio Ekmna has stopped broadcasting. 

Radical feminists have sub%quently started a new station called Radio 

Ullith. and similar broadcasts have started up on other European 

countries. (Gallagher. 1981}

Women's community radio has become popular as well in Latin 

America and the Carlbl^an. as the strong tradition of community radio 

In Latin America has generated programmes by and for women 

(UNESCO. 1989). Sii%e 1985. a Chilean based regional adm en s 

information network called the Unldad de Comunlcaclon Altematlva 

de la Mujer. has been developing a netwoi^ -% d Radiofonica de 

Mujerœ* to eamhange women's alternative radio programming. 

CataWgues of this programming were produced in 1986 and 1987. 

providing information on 80 programmes form 14 Latin American 

countries.

Chi a  smnewhat l a r ^  scale, anotlmr netwwk. WINGS the Women's 

International News Gathering Service was founded in San Ftancisco
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through Western Public Radio to ^ t  as a ra^ o r distribution point for 

radio news about wom«i. women's Issues and women's organisations. 

WINGS covers Intematltmal topics such as economics, employment 

the envtrcmment kgal and j»iiUcal issues, peaœ  and war. the 

concern of Indigenous women, culture and gender research.

(UNESCO. 1989).

Undoubtedly the mass media with the highest visual fm j^ct is 

televl^on. and advances in media technolc^ies have meant that 

television audiences around the world are growing rapidly. However, 

there has l ^ n .  to date anyway, vciy Uttle done In the way of 

introducing women's alternative programming th r o u ^  television.

This medium Is relatively expensl\%, compared to other print and 

broadcast technologies. As well. It is easily contndled due to t l»  ne«l 

for sophisticaiMi equipment, editing and b roadtast technologies ami 

the large capital outlay necessary for these requirements.

There has been, however, some w o it done in the area of fUms.videt^. 

and audio-visuals. In 1986, Isis International produced a  guide to 

visual r^ o u rœ s . This guide, called "Powerful Images", lists over 

visuals, nmlnly vidws. ^deshow s and films, about women. The 

majority of the%  were produced by women and 167 of the listings 

o)me &om Asia and the Pacific. 43 &om Oceania. 35 firom Africa and 

the Middle East, and the remaining 24 are in a  gm eral "wmld-wlde 

category. The mt^or themes covered by resources in this guWe 

mcdude: 32 p e rç u t  pertaining to i m a ^  and cidture (includfr^ 

identity, roles, relationships, migration), 18 per <%nt relate to work.
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16 per cent on health, 11 per cent pertaining to women's history, ft 

Forcent deal with sexual violence, prostitution, and pornography, 8 

per cent d l^m ss em pow erm ^t of women, 4 per cent discuss racism 

and 2 per cent focus on peace issues. (Unesco. 1 ^ 9 ).

Further w o t K  in the area of alternative media has come from the 

women's feature services. These networks function to provide a  

chfumel through which women's concerns, achievements, and 

experiences may t e  Introduced into the mainstream media, a nrie 

which Is seen by many as critical.

The women's feature services represent the first 
systematic, international attem pt by women in the 
developing world to speak to their societies and each 
other through the mainstream news industries. (Bryerly.
1991. p.83)

During the first UN conference for women in 1975, UNESCO 

identified the need for women's feature services to operate on re^onal 

and global levrels, ami provide a vehicle fte adm en’s voices to be heard 

in the mainstream news media, Unesco worked tlu o u ^ i the Inter 

Press Service (IPS) in Rome in 1978 to establish the Latin American 

feature service the Oficlna Informatlva de la Mujer (OIM). This was 

based in the IPS office in San Jose. Costa Rtea, and shortly thereafter, 

IPS also s;xm&)red the African Womens Feature tervlce (AWFS) 

through its NairoW office. In 1978. as well, UNESCO and the Christian 

Action for Development Agency, in Barbados initiated the Caribbean 

Women's Feature Syndicate (CWFSK and in Manila. UNESCO wmked 

with the Press Foundation of Asia to form the Depthnews Womens
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Service (DNWS), In the Middle E as t UNESCO worked with the 

Federation of Arab News Agencies (FANA) in B eiru t with field ofRces 

in Baghdad and Tunis to form the Arab States Women's Feature Service 

(ASWFS), the fifth and final women's regtmial feature service.

I t »  imfKjitam» of these channels for communication was certairUy 

Identified In terms of their role a s  a vehicle fmr women's voices Into 

the mainstream. However, at the same time, they provided an 

oœefient opportunity to record and exchange women's cxperl«ices 

on a global levet and offer training and experience to women working 

in the media industry.

In addition to their timely, informative value, the women’s 
feature services also have provided a writttm recmd of 
w o m b 's  events. proMems, achieven»nts and anatysls of 
world issues. This contributltm to Third World women’s 
land, indeed, every woman's) history is not to be 
underestimated. There has be» i a  dearth of such source 
materials to date' this project has b ^ u n  to fill this need.
The fact that the articles were written ity women of the 
developing nations them sei^s makes them all the more 
valuable (Bryerly. 1 9 ^ , p.83).

Unfortunately, in 1983. UNKCO’s central role in this project, along 

with its funding, came to an end. FK«1 with the social, p i^tlcai and 

economic constraints of operating alternative media, only two of the 

five services are still in operation to d ^ . These are the Inter Press 

Service, and the Depthnews W mnm's Service a t the Press Fbundatitm 

of Asia (DNWS).
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While th e  w om en's feature services a re  w orking to have w n n e n 's  

voices h ea rd  in th e  m ainstream  news, g rassn m ts  m ovem ents in m any 

regions a rc  a ttem pting  to create  efTecUve com m unity  based  alternative  

m edia w hich give local wom en the  « ^ p o itu n ity  to p resen t realistic  

im ages of their lives, work and  role in society a s  well a s  provkfe an  

opportun ity  fm  th e  concerns of t h i ^  w om en to be d iscussed . M  the 

sam e tim e, m any of these  g rassroo ts m ganlzaU ons ahm involve a  

m edia-m cm itoring com im nent w hich w atches for sex ist an d  inaccu ra te  

rep resen ta tio n s of wom en in  m a ln s trram  m edia an d  a ttem p t to 

p re ssu re  m edia. W vcrtisers , governm ent a n d  co n su m ers in to  

w ithdraw ing these  im ages.

In addition, possibly the  m ost im p o rtan t function  of these  

o rganizations is to provide an  opfm rtunity  for trad itiona l, cu ltu ra l 

m eans of com m unicaticm  to be delivered to a  m a ss  audience. 

Legitim ation of tiad ltlonal m ethods of com m unication  in  th is  

inform ation age is an  Im portan t step  in  effective^ reach ing  aud iences 

su c h  a s  ««m en , especially in th e  ru ra l a reas , w ho have been  excluded 

I u rn  th e  m odam , m ainstream  inform ation technologies an d  services. 

This em p h asis  on  trad itkm al com m unication , however, is  n o t a t  the  

expense of m odem  com m unication  technologies. T hose  organizations 

w hich follow a  m ore {m itictpatory app roach  to  com m unication  

em phasize  e q u a l^  th e  need for trad itio n a l com m unication  a s  well as. 

m echan ica l and  r%w inform ation technologies.



Châptcr 4! C w  Study ^  Attcnattre Pm#r#mm*ng 

ra n tn v /lfitf ta  Wtteb

A C&M study of the work txlng generated by two Jamaica based 

women's organizations. Women's Media Watch (WMW) and Sistren. 

further illustrate the points diKussed in the previous chapters. This 

study %%s selected because of the programs and r^Jectives of WMW 

and Sistren. in the area of wmnen in the media, as well as their focus 

on the role of the mass media in both wtmien's and development 

isa iM .

Women's organizations in Jamaica have consistently identifW the 

issue of violence towards women as one which must be addreswd in 

development strategies, community programs, women's initiatives, 

and WTMS all aspects of society. Many of these groups have also 

Identified the imrtrayal of women in the mass media as a critical 

element in the social attitudes which perpetuate this violence. As a 

result, both SISTREN and Women's Media Watch are working to 

provide channels of communication for Jamaican women to voice 

these concerns.

Jamaica's geopolitical location and the strong influence of foreipi 

ownership in Jamaican media provide o th ^  int«esting dimensions to 

this c£ure. In addition, important s tu d ^  on the relationship t^tween 

women in media have originated in Jam a ia  (e.g. Cuthbert, 1976.1981. 

1984, Gallagher, 1981. Unesco. 1985).
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The Information provided by this case ofTera a description of the 

program activities of Sistren and Women's Media Watch. It also 

examines the ^>als and objectives of these p r o ^ ^ s  in relation to the 

overall objectives of the organizations within the community. There is 

an analysis of the conceptualization of the alternative media 

component of the programmes, and an assessment of where women 

and media issues fit as priorities in gender and development 

programming.

Some preliminary information regarding the organizations' self- 

evaluation Is also provided. This Information is based on such criteria 

as - media coverage and reports, effectiveness of lobbying activities, 

and community response, among others.

It is not within the scope of this thesis to develop a comprehensive 

external evaluation of these prt^rammes. That type of evaluation Is 

planned for within the 1992 programme of WMW and will involve both 

»3Cial and communications audits to determine the impact of the 

programmes on the media industry, and within the broader 

community.

The importance of the Sistren/WMW case within the context of this 

thesis is to hi^iligit a working example of how a 

I^rticlpatory/community intitated alternative to mainstream media is 

functioning as a mechanism for d ia n ^ .
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Jamaica Profile
Jam aican history and the country's struggle for social. ^U tlcal and 

economic development have been dominanted for centuries by foreign 

Influences.

Since the first Europeans laid claim to the island. Jam aica's destiny 

has been decided by a variety of colonial powers. Consequently, 

present day Jam aican society has been formed by very strong external 

forces dating back to Columbus.

The original inhabitants of Jam aica were the Arawaks. Caribl^an 

fndians who called the island Xayamaca (land of springs] because of its 

natural springs and lush vegetation. The first Europeans to visit the 

Island came with Columbus in 1492, and in 1509. Diego Colcm, son of 

Columbus, conquered the island in the name of Spain. Over the next 

fifty years, the aboriginal population of the Island was decimated to tb*» 

point of extinction. The Spanish ruled Jam aica until the Englii«i 

claimed ownership in 1655. and Jam aica became a base for pirates 

and buccaneers who we,e sabotaging Spanish trade in the Caribbean 

seas.

By the end of the 19th century. Jam aica had approximately fôX) sugar 

mills and more than a thousand cattle ranches, labor power for these 

ventures was supplied by the more than 200,000 African slaves 

brought to the island. In the 18th and 19th centuries, anti-slavery and 

anti-colonialism rebellions bad gained momentum, and the early 

20th century labor unions had also gained strength and continued the
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struggle for social change. These s t ru g ^ ^  led to a movement towards 

Independence which was achieved in 1 9 ^ .

Since independence, however. Jam aica's ties with England have 

continued to be very strong. English remains the official Jam aican 

language, although a  dialect based on English :an also be heard. As 

well, the political system Is based on the British system of 

representative democrwy. The Head of State is stlD the Queen, who is 

represented by a governor general. The present government is headed 

by Prime Minister Micheal Manley. The ministry responsible for 

women in development matters is the Jam aican Bureau of Women's 

Affairs (see attached fact sheet): thir bureau falls under the 

Jurisdiction of the minister of Youth and Community Development,

Mr. Douglas Manley. There is a  60 m em lxr House of Representatives 

directly elected for five )%ar terms - Manley's People's National Party 

(PNP) presently holds 45 of the 60 seats and the opposition, the 

Jam aica Labour Party (JLM holds 15. The last national election was 

held February 29. 1989, and the next election is e ^ ^ c ted  by February 

1994.

Jamaica's location, being in close proximity to Cuba and in the 

'backyard' of the United States, has also had a slgalflcant Influence on 

its development, Sotdallst policies of development have been popular 

in Jam aica at different times during the (mst two d K a d « . and the 

example of Cuba has pnwided an  im fxntant mcxlel of development 

The earlier Manley administraticms df the 1970s. adopted socialist 

[KiUci^ in an attem pt to bring about equality and development. Tîwse
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policies, mainly the nationalization of the bauxite industry, were 

extremely unpopular in Washington, and Jam aica faced strong 

pressure to move towards a more m afte t driven economy. This was 

the objective of the ^ a g a  govemment, vrfien it took power in the early 

1980s: however the following decade has been, for the most part, an 

economic disaster and it has become evident that the International 

Monetary Fund OMF) is now making the major etxmomlc decisions of 

the country fThe Economist. 19901.

Jam aica owes approximately 20% of Its $4.5 billion (US) debt to the 

IMF. The country's leading industries, aside from tourism, are 

agriculture and mining. Bauxite is the main mineral resource on the 

island and this has opened the door to a tum ultuous history of 

resource exploitation through, for the rmrst p a r t  the activities of 

multi-national corjmratlons such as Alcan Limited. The following 

graph shows the distribution of agricultural land on the island. The 

primary crops are sugar cane and bananas grown for export markets.
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Agriculture and mining dominate the country'» Gross National 

Product which tot^ded $94<XUS) per capita in 1987. However, the 

ectmomy is significantly constrained by an escalating external debt 

which rose from U ^ I .7  billion in 1980 to US$3.3 blUlon in 1 ^ 5  and 

to $4.5 billion in January  of 1990. Interest payments on the de^t now 

cancel out 40 f» r  cent of the island's foreign earnings. Besides the 

IMF. other major creditors include the United States (16 per cent), 

the World Bank (12 per cent) and Venœuela and Mexico (12 per cent) 

(Economist, 1991).

During the 1970s the world recession had cut demand for bauxite and 

aluminum and forced Jam aica Into a negative growth rate. At the same 

tinæ the OPEC oil price shw ks 1«1 to h i ^  inflation rates reaching 30 

percent the late '70s. In i960 and 1981 a  signlHcant growth in the 

tourism industry is attributed with a subsequent turnaround in the 

ectmomy and an averag; GDP growth rate erf" 1.8 per cent a  year. The
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govemment introduced food subsidies and undervalued the Jam aican 

curreniy to bring inflation down to 6.5 percent. However, in 1982 

another drop in the world demand for bauxite and increasing debt 

payments plunged the country back into recessltm. Unemployment 

rates are over 25 per cent and as high as 56 percent among the 

island's youth. As well, Jam aica's minimum wage for unskilled 

workers Is under $10.00 US a week and one of the lo w ^ t in the 

Carfbl^an region.(Economist Intelligent» Unit, 1991)

During the l% Os. the Seaga govemment attem pted to restore growth 

through both an opening of free-market principles and privatization as 

well as through adherence to IMF conditionalities which were 

required under Jam aica's structural a4fustment program. However, 

the conditions included requirements that J a m a io  reduce public 

spending, boost exports, hold demand in check and encourage 

deregulation of the economy. By 1983 It was aj^m rent tlm t Jam aica 

could not comply with these conditions and the IMF cut back 

significantly on its assistant» and traced the country on a  series of 

standby credits. The S e a ^  govemment was never really able to pull 

the country out of recession and was defeated in the elections 

Micheal Manley who cam{migtied on |s»m ises to improve eœnomic 

conditions. This gtwemment, however, has been foiced as weU to 

ad(q)tMl strict and unpopular IMF p o U d ^

To comply with these requirements, the M an l^  adm inistration has 

in tro d u W  severe austerity m easures. The interest rates are kept 

h i ^ .  ceilings have been i m p o ^  on cxsmneicial bank credit and
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subsidies for foWstufls have been cu t Rate for electricity and 

petroleum have been increased and retail sales tmœs on K)me Items 

have been doubled. Labor unions have offered the strongest opposition 

to these measures. In late 1989. a poll by the University of the West 

Ir.dies indicated that 66 i^ r  cent of Jamaicans were dissatisfied with 

the i^rformance of the new govemment.

Debt resdbeduUng n^oUatlons have been arrange in a furthe^ 

attempt to mitigate the stxrial impact of the h i ^  Jamaican debt 

servicing ratio. In October of 1990. Jamaica and the Netherlands 

signed an agreement for the rescheduling of payments on $10.4 

million US In public external debt The agpreement is just one of the 

bilateral arrangements which are planned under the auspices of the 

Paris Club of creditor nations. The overall amount agreed to be 

r^cheduled Is $179 million US, representing 100 per cent of 

principal and interest on debt due Wtween DecemWr 1989 and April 

1991 Including previously rescheduled debt. The United States 

congress has also authorired debt reduction talks and President is 

reportedly seeking further talks on USAID debt Both debt 

negitiatlons would fail under the US Enterprise for the Americas 

Initiative. The total external debt to be rescheduled Is $700 million 

US [Economist Intelligence Unit. 1^1)

Jam aican Media

The highly concenhated foreign owencrship of Jam altan industry 

extends as well to ttœ mainstream media. The question of media 

ownership is one of extreme importance m an an a fy ^  of the function
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of the media to society. The turbulent social and ^xilitlcal history of 

the Caribbean region over the past few decades has led to a 

recognition of the central role of the media to resistance movements, 

and consequently the development of both a Caribbean News Agency 

and a greater control of the mass media within some countries.

Media owners in the region have opposed this increased government 

control of the media as cen^nrship adiile othm* media anafysts argue 

that the media continues to be biased th r o u ^  not only official 

govemment propaganda but private commeiotal profmganda {Brown, 

1976. p.43).

In Jamaica, although govemment policies have shifted back and forth 

over the past twenty to twenty-five years, the function and ownership 

of the media have remained relatively the same.

While the “product” of the communications industry - 
Information- differs significantly firom the {product of all 
other industries, the private ownership of the m eans of 
producing information for a society is doscly linked to the 
overall agenda of producing goWs and servtoes for profit. 
Specifically, the information that is made available to the 
public serves the interests overtly and covertly of the 
owners and managers of the Information media (Brown,
1976, p.43).

Jam aica's media industry is quite well estaMWied, and has b% n a  lo i^  

recognized component of decision-making and information within the 

socte^. The cornerstone of the media industry is the leading Jam aican 

daily newspaper. The Gleaner. This papxr was eW^lshed in 1834,
Sv enteen years before the first printing of the New York Times. This
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daify. combined with Its sister publication. Hu % ar Wamaica's only 

afternoon paper) has a circulation of over 154.000 readers; both are 

owned by the Gleaner Company Ud. In Kingstmi. In 1973. Jam aica's 

third daily, the Dally News was founded. The combined drculation of 

these three papers is approximately 184,000 readers.

Although the Daily News is making a place for itself in the market, it 

cannot rival the established Glemier. In fac t It is still quite wm m on to 

hear Jam aicans refer to the word G ilm er as a synonym for newspaper. 

This merely reinforces the pwint that the direct and indirect influence 

of the Island's daily newspapers on the ^x^pulation is greater than their 

circulation statistics would indicate; with o>ntrol of the Jam aican daily 

p r ^ s  ranainlng entirely In private hands." (Brown, 1976. p.46) 

However, the Dally News is no small venture, it Is owned by 

Communications Corporations, vdilch includes on its list of 

shareholders, the National Continental Corporation which is in turn 

30% owned by Intem attonal Telegraph and Telecommunications Ltd. 

(ITD (Cuthbcrt. 1976.p.5l).

In additUm to the foreign influences on ownership the Jam aican 

print media, all three papers sub^rribe heavily to ^ d i m t e d  material 

from the major wire services, especially Associated Press. The Daily 

News also su b sc rib e  to the C arib b ^ n  News AgenQr,(CANA). However 

the Gleaner and S tar refuse to subscribe to the agency fearing "political 

(xmtrol of the agency." In the words of Harry M ^ers , General m a n a # r  

of CANA "as a m atter of principle, the Gleaner d(xs not fee) that



75

govtm m ent should have any dealing whatsoever, dlrwîtly or indirectly 

in the running of the media" (Quoted m Cuthbert. 1976. p.51).

Although the press has a long and Important h lshuy in Jam aica, the 

medium which has the greatest direct impact on J a m a ic a  society is 

radio. In 1976. approodmately 88 p e rm it of Jam aican households 

owned a  radio and the estimated n u m lw  of adults who listened to the 

radio on an average day was 76 percent or 857,000 people {Brown. 

1976). The l a r g ^  audience for radio in Jam aica crimes from the 

unskilled and m anual-lator sectors of the Kîciety. This may be largely 

due to the high profKution of the non literate population found among 

these two categories of workers. Brown makes an in toesting  point 

with cultural overtones, that middfo and upper-income audiences 

tend to rdy  more on the daily press for their primary sources of news 

and information (Brown. 1976).

The most powerful radio station on the Island is Radio Jam aica and 

RedifTusion Ltd., (RJR). This station, franchised in 1951. is still 70% 

owned by Rediffusion of England. The Jam airan  Brtmdcasting 

Corporation (JK :) . the Island’s other statkm. Is a whoUy-own«l 

statutory corporation of the Jam altan  Government. The station is 

technlcaHy a public broadcasting wrvfoe. however, it depends entirely 

u^mn commercial advertising for its economic survival.

In his article on m «lia in Jam aica. Aggrey Brown gives an  interesting 

and critfoal gU m i^  of the typical content of radio programming on the 

irland.
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The two radio stations. RJR and UB (AM) broadcast a combined total of 

302.75 hours weekly. Twenty-flve hours of this time, or 8.25 per cent 

of broadcast time, are devoted to news and commentary. Between the 

two stations, there are only fifteen and a half hours per week of public 

affairs programming including such programmes as Public Eye. Palavar* 

JBC. and Exposure-RJR This ctmsUtutes 5.1 per cent of weekly 

bnmdŒist time. There are, however, seventeen and one quarter houm 

of weekly religious prc^ramming. constituting 0.8 percent more time 

than is 0ven to public affairs. The majority of air-broadcast time, 

approximately e i^ ty  forcent or t%o hundred and fifteen hours per 

week, is devoted to entertainment programming including North- 

American style dlsc-jockey programmes, soap operas, quiz shows, etc, 

(Brown. 1976. p.47).

Wumm In Jam aican media

Despite the fact that the mass media obviously constitute an important 

industry on the Island, women have very little access to the decision- 

makii^ process of this industry. Although women are increasingly 

gaining access to «nployment in the industry, this employment 

remains in the lower-level (Ksitions. The number of womrm empltyed 

in the industry increased from 28 {«rcent of total media employees in 

1979 (Cuthbert, 198IJ to almost 50 percent In 1989 (UNESCO.

1989). However, at the same time, women are not gaining access to 

empltymcnt in the broadcast technolo^es at the same ra t^  as their 

male œunterparts. and they are significantly underrepreMnted at 

%nior and m ana^ment levds (UNESCO. 1989).
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As women's o i^an i^ tions continue to work to^xmrd Increased a « ^ s  

for women In the media decision making process, the Issue the 

portrayal of women In the mainstream media Is ala* a  primary 

concern. Marlene Cuthbeit's (1979) study of the effects of the m aw 

media on women in Jam aica demonstrated tha t the Image of women in 

the media varied de*Knding on the different media.

Again kxiking a t rm*io, she finds that approximately EM) percent of 

broadcast time Is devotoi to entertainment, and for the most part, 

music, ^proxim aicly  50 percent of the entertainm ent ( in te n t is 

American in o r l ^ .  Cuthbert (1979) describes this imagery, in terms 

of both men and women, as characterized 'romantic escapism ’. 

Howewr, in the kxa) popular reggae music, women are d e le te d  more 

in the role of mothar, someone trying to stay a t home and care ibr the 

children. Excluding the musical content of radio pn^ram m ing, only 

about five percent of content is foreign generated and  m ost imported 

proÿ'amming is religious. As a re su lt  meat of the remaining 

representations of w om si on radio are hxmt i m a ^ .  These appear to 

be fairly dynamic In term s of the portrayal of women in a  variety of 

%cial roles and the inclusion of low-incomc and rural wmnoi in these 

representations. This pro^am m lng is mainly fixused on educational 

broadcasts and soap-opera fimnals (p 51).

On the other hand, tekviskm prc^rammlng consists of approximatety 

60 percent foreign content and the dominant source of thto 

programmbig is Amerkan. Here, the images of women are mbmd. 

Cuthlwrt reports that in most cases this content is fairly low-quality
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and ofTers a fairly stereotypical portrayal of women. However, idte alw  

indicates that in some cases, an image of male female equality is 

apparent in some American prt^ramm ing which is in contrast with 

the traditional Jam aican view of mate dominance.

A lthou^  lomlly produced educational and informai on 
programmes are said to highli^it positive Information on 
women in TOciety. t h ^  trratm ent of sexual equality at 
time remains ambiguous. For Instance. <me television film 
made by the Agency for Public Information told the story of 
a ^ u t h  who resented being ta u ^ it agricultural skills by a 
young woman. F^rsuaded by his aunt u> realize that the»; 
are ’new days of equality* and that he should try another 
appnmch with be young woman, he does so and t h ^  faU in 
love. Thus the old themes som etim e appear in new 
outlines (p.5I).

News coverage of women in Jam aica also mirrors the evidence found 

worldwide. In most cases, women are hardly portrayed unless they 

are fx^tlcal, have achieved high government office or ha\% sta tus as 

the wives of prominent men. As was discussed in the previous 

chapter, this is another example of the dam a^ng non-portrayal or 

a b s e n t  of wom m  as  serious news m akers with serious concerns.

The Jam aican entertainm ent industry spends an estimated $10 

million a year importing foreign films. O urii^  the course of Cuthbeit's 

{1979} study of this industry, a  seven-week sample taken in the stucfy 

inducted tha t 75 per cent of films showing in the cinemas were 

American and 25  ^  cent wmv from Hong Kong. Mi^t of the%  are 

«heap p rodu irons R if le d  by vWence and present an almost totally
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ne^tlve  image of women as sex objects and ^p en d ag es to men. ^  

the mid 188%. only three feature iUms had been Onanced and 

prmfuced by Jam aicans. H ie representation of women in two of these 

films is described by C uthl»rt (19791 as women being part of the 

backdrop. the third and most recent film T h e  Children of Bab)^on“ 

was written and produced by a male; however, it has a tte m p t^  to 

present a woman's perspKtlve and p o r in g  the central female 

d iaracter strong. lndep«idcnt and as somimne trying to determine 

her own life style {Gallagher. 1981, p.501.

Further studies on the image of women in Jam aican media have 

reemphashæd these earlier findings. Gordon (19611 has surv^red 

el(0t CarlMxan re^onal new spap»s. and found th a t women 

newsmakers were, for the most part, nonexistent and when they did 

appear, th^f were subject to h i ^ y  sensationalized treatm ent. In the 

entertainment field, the majority of films and magazines were 

imported, almost exclusively from North America, and women 

fertured m these media apjpw ed in roles "designed to p ! ^  on sexual 

fantasies, often within a violent context." (Unesco, 19S5.p.581

The primary focus of concern for women's groups chaUen0ng the 

media in Jam aica is on advertising. Researchers in this Held 

emphasize the damaging portrayal of women in advertising. Gordon 

(19811 has reported from her survey, " A demeaning u «  of women in 

WvertWng." T h ro u ^  her study of television advcrtWmtents in 

Jam aica. Royale (1981), concluded that the image of women h as "not 

kq>t imce with changing M*cial penxptlons of w om en/ (Gordon in
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Unesco. 1985,p.59) Although 67 percent of the advertisements were 

directed at women, 82 percent of the "voice overs" were done by 

men. Fbrty-flve percent of women appearing In these ads were 

portrayed primarlfy as sex objects, and 25 percent as housewives or 

mothers. The males who appeared In these same ads appeared as 

objects only 9 percent of the time and 14 percent for the time as 

fathers. (Gordon, 1981) As UNESCO (1965) research concludes;

"...the findings support the main, 1^ now well-known, criticisms of the 

use of women by  the advertising industry" (p.58).

Marlene Cuthbert (1984) concludes from her research in this area 

that although women do still appear in stereotypical roles, there has 

been a  move towanis a slightly different portrayal of women over the 

past few years. She cites the move away from the previous focus on 

women as 'glamour girls' to more of a focus on the family. Over the 

past 15 ^ a r s ,  advertising, which supports the Jam aican media 

industry, has become almost all locally produced. With this shift away 

from North American advertising there has been an  im pro^m ent in 

the representation of women (Cuthbert, 1984). i^though images of 

w^men as 'household d ru d ^  or sex objects still occur, there has tœen 

a  m ow  towards a more family oriented focus. However, this 

representations of women as stcrotypical housewives and mothcrü 

remains an inaccurate picture of Jam ican women. In addition, these 

advertisements stlU encourage a consumption orientation and wmnen 

arc the target audience (Cuthbcrt. 1984),

Wcm^ la Jamaican socte^ Bi^youod
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Jam aican  w om en's orgaiitzatlons are  outraged by th is  un rea lis tic  

portrayal of women In advertising, and  In the  m ainstream  m edia in  

general, an d  continue to p ro test the  h istorical inaccuracy  and  

negative im pact of th is  Imagery.

In the  Jam ican  reality, the  typical w om an is  black; she  
plays m ultiple roles, often h e a d ln j  a  household  a s  a  s in ^ e  
paren t, working outside the hom e *n an  un d erp a id  
position, h ustling  a  second Job In th e  ew n ln g s  to m ake 
ends meet, and  playing a pivotal role ii; h e r  com m unity  a s  
well. Moxo th an  24 per cent of th e  female labou r force 
works In a ^ c u l tu r e .  and  m any  m ore wom en a re  self- 
employed OF working ‘n  the service sector. M W el looks, 
designer c lo thes, the  never-stressed-ou t-by-w ork-a t- 
hom e-or-on-the-job white sex object is  hard ly  the  
Jam aican  reality (Nicholson, 1991, p .5.).

The image of Jam aican  women as subm issive and  easily dom inated  by 

m ales is  also criticized by w om en's ^ u p s  as in accu ra te  and  the  

unrealis tic  portrayal of the  role of wom en w ithin th e  hom e Is also  a  

point of concern. The idea of Ja m a ic a n  wom en a s  ‘housew ives' is  a  

recen t phenom enon on the  island . H istorically, Ja m a ic a n  w om en have 

alw ays been strong. Independent an d  very active in the  struggle for 

social change. From  th e  time of slavery, th rough  th e  M aroon 

rebellions, up  to the  p resen t, Ja m a ica n  wom en an d  m en have f o u ^ t  

oppression and  im perialism  side side. U nfortunately , th e  efforts of 

Jam aican  wom en in th is  struggle have no t been  rm nem bered in  

h isto ry  and  women have been encouraged to accep t th e  role o f  

housewife and  m o th er and conform  to th e  stereo types whicl* w ere an d  

a re  strongly prevalent in  the U nited State*; (Brereton, 1966).
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One w om an who Is rem em bered for h e r  strong  leadersh ip  is known 

sim ply a s  Nanny, a  M aroon w arrior leader. Her leadersh ip  w as no t ju s t 

an  exception, she  followed a trad ition  of wom en lead ers  from th e  Akan 

Society, and  the  A shanti Kingdom of W est Africa. The h ighest female 

oHlcial in  the  A shanti kingdom  was the Q ueen  M other, th e  O hem aa, 

A shanti people traced  their descen t m atrilineally, an d  a lthough  

political office w as held by m en it w as conferred th ro u g h  wom en. 

N anny’s  power w as eventually underm ined w hen  th e  B ritish  conspired 

w ith th e  W estern m aroons, w hose leadersh ip  w as m ale (M athurln, 

1975).

A nother female leader em erged in 1683. T he Q ueen  of the  

C orom antee (Ashanti) people led an  arm y of runaw ays ag a in st the  

B ritish, a n d  later a  female Corom antee slave nam ed C ubah  led a  slave 

conspiracy  extending across six  parishes. W omen w ere a  key elem ent 

of th e  uprising  of 1831 in Jam aica . Records of th a t  d a te  show  th a t 

E lizabeth Ball (a free colored woman) w as sen tenced  for e d i t io n .  

J in n y , a  slave from K nockpatrick E sta te  w as executed  for a rson , and  

Isabel Scarlet an d  Priscilla an d  S arah  Ja c k so n  were all tran s jx u ted  for 

th e ir p a rts  in  the rebellion. Many a u th o rs  a rgue  th a t  th e  res istance  of 

w om en to  sUve labor w as one of the  m ain stra teg ic  blows to the  slave 

system  .M athurln , 1975),

M any m ethods w ere in tnx luced  to try  to « m tro l a n d  su b d u e  women. 

O ne issue  w hich arose  during  the  tim e of slavery an d  is still a n  issu es 

today is th a t of control of w om en's repm ductlve righ ts. The early slave
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l^ rto d  bad  d iscouraged women from having child ren  since it w as 

c h e a j^ r  to buy a  slave th an  to ral%  one. J u s t  p rio r to the  abolltton of 

slavery local land lo rds needed m ore slaves an d  offered Incentives to  

women to  b ear children. For exam ple, any  w om an w ith m ore th a n  6  

children w as exem pt from field labor. Betw een 1792 an d  1% 0  

wom en resisted  th is  move to  control th e  repnx iuc tion  of th e  slave 

system  and  stillb irths, m iscarriages an d  abortions ra n  close to  200  per 

thousand.

Between 1800 and  1840, a  new  e ra  of m orality w as In troduced  and . 

m ainly th rough  m issionaries, the idea of the  'C hristian ' M ale-headed, 

legally sanctioned, m onogam ous u n ions w ith one househo ld  base  w as 

in troduced  and  fairly strictly  enforced. Also, goddesses w hich had  

been b rough t over in African religions were rep laced  by  th e  C h ris tian  

doctrine which insisted  m en were the  b asis  o f th e  c h u rc h  an d  

superio r to wom en. W omen fu rth er lost social a n d  econom ic 

im portance w hen, im m ediately following em ancipation , w om en were 

no longer the  preferred labor force since  th e ir  ch ild ren  w ere no  

longer the  property  of th e  esta te . Previously, w om en h a d  b sen  valuW  

by esta te  owmers a s  they were capable of reprcMiucing th e  labo r fbn% 

on the  p lan ta tion  th rough  th e ir ch ild ren  a t little o r no  cost to  th e  

e s ta te  [Brereton. 1986).

The fem inist m ovem ent found a  voice in  tM  early tw%ntietb cen tu ry  

th rough  the  black na tionalist m ovem ents of the  tim e. M rs. J a m e s  

McKenzie, a  Pan Africanist, w as th e  earliest F em in ist spokesw om an 

who w as active a ro u n d  the  tu rn  of the  cen tury . S he  jo in ed  Robert
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Love's P e tr ie 's  convention, a  pan-A fricanist m ovem ent w hich 

em phasized involving wom en and  th e  plight of {X>or wom en.

The United Negro Im provem ent A ssociation {UNIAJ w as founded by 

M arcus G a rv ^  an d  h is  wife Amy Ashw(wd in 1914 in K in g to n . A n ^  

organized a  w m nan 's division of th e  UNIA an d  th e  UNIA h a s  a lw a ^  had 

a  w om an a s  its  vlce-presldt. The visibility o f wom en In spon taneous 

p ro te s ts  th r o u ^ o u t  the  tw entieth  « n t u r y  h a s  been  well dc^um ented . 

In 1918 an d  1919 p ro tes ts  rocked th e  Island a s  w ar v e te ran s  were 

re tu rn in g  u n p rep a red  to  accep t c u rre n t cond itions {Ellis, 1986).

W om en's im portance in  the lalm r s tru g ^ e  becam e even m ore ap p aren t 

in  1918 w hen female agricu ltu ral woricers. b a n a n a  ca rrie rs  a n d  K>al 

ca rrie rs  w ent on  strike  In April, J u n e . Ju ly  an d  D ecem ber. aH over the  

island , for b e tte r  pay . In the  1930s the  w orld-wide depression  

increased  the  b u rd en  of poverty for Ja m a ic a n  w orkers an d  p ro tes ts  

w ere frequen t and  violent. In 1938, H ilda C unn ingham , or Hilda 

R ioter a s  slK  w as called. Is labeled a s  the  pe rson  who threw  the  first 

stone  In th e  Prom e uprising .

After th is  j^ -io d , w om en's organizations began  to a ssu m e  a  changing 

role in  sm dety as the  Image of the  housew ife w as in troduced . By 1945, 

th e  s ta te  w as sponsoring  p rog ram s for w om an i ^ i c h  declared  th a t  the  

cu re  for th e  p roblem s of th e  3 0 s  {specifically the  riots) w as a  goW  

fam ily life. W om en's in s titu tio n s  were e stab lish ed  w hich prom oted 

dv lc  education , h an d ic ra fts  an d  the e stab lish m en t o p ro p er famify 

life. By 1950. th e  Federation of W omen in  Ja m a ic a  estinm ted  th a t
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th irty  per cen t of the  entire  population of Ja m a ica  w as o r^ n iz e d  in its 

ran k s  and  active- However. It w as agitating  fur m ass m arriages, and  

raised  the  percentage of m arried  coup les on  th e  Island  M oham m ed. 

19881.

On the  whole, however, th e re  is still a  relatively h i^ i  incidence of 

fem ale-headed households in Jam aica  today. Com m on-law  an d  

Visiting' rela tionsh ip^  a re  also qu ite  com m on w ith  th e  m o th e r o r  h e r  

fem ale family m em bers caring  for the  ch ild ren , while th e  fa th e r e ither 

lives w ith the  family or lives elsewhere b u t  visits th e  family u n it  

frequently. Although m any couples m ay have m arriage a s  a  long term  

goal, w ithin recent years, m any m iddle-class young  wom en have t e e n  

questioning  the  Institu tion  of m arriage an d  in  m any  c a% s rejecting th e  

idea of m arriage a s  th e  u ltim ate  goal for th e ir re la tionsh ip s. O th ers  

believe th a t m arriage m u st t e  m xom panied  by  hnancta! stability , 

m eaning m a i^  couples do not m arry  un til they  have som e savings 

(Ellis, 1986).

F u rth e r research  on th e  dynam ics of m ale-fem ale re la tio n sh ip s in  

Jam aica  suggests th a t  there  a re  con trad ictory  a ttitu d e s  in th e  society 

su rro u n d in g  th e  roles of bo th  wom en a n d  m en  (e.g. Bimber. 1966;

Ellis, 1986J. G lris a rc  tau g h t from an  early  age  to e n su re  th e ir  survival 

an d  th a t  of the ir fam ilies w hether a  m ale is p re sen t o r not- T h is 

c rea tes  a  sense  Independence. However, a t  th e  sam e tim e  they  arc  

told th a t  It is  im portan t an d  necessary  to  hai% a  m ale p a rtn e r , a n d  th a t  

in  any  rela tkm ship  th e  m ale is  dom inant. T h is lead s to  confU d w hen 

deciding who win be t t e  decision m ak e r in th e  family. T h is s itu a tio n
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also  c o n tr ib u te  to  th e  problem  of dom estic violence an d  violence 

tow ards wom en w hich is a p i^ re n t  in  the  C a rib lx an  region. In the  

case Jam aica , a lthough  rape, wife-beating, a ssa u lt and  incest a re  

c r im e  by law, it is very dlfDcult for the  victim s to  p ro w  th e ir 

innocence, and  the  ideology of m ale dom inance in sw ie ty  is so  

entrenchM l th a t in  m any c a s e  the right of m en to u se  violence to 

control a n d  keep w om en in subm iss ion  is com pletely accep ted , (Ellis. 

1986)

MotherhcKîd in Jam aica , and  th roughou t the  C aribbean  is associated  

w ith a  h i ^  w lu e  and  s ta tu s , b u t  th e  stereotypical view of full-time 

m othering  an d  house-m inding  h as  n o t been  th e  typical role for 

m o thers in Jam aica . In fact, in the  1950s m id I960s, if a  m an  could 

afford to  have a  non-w orking wife o r i ^ t n e r ,  he  gained s ta tu s  and  

prestige. Sew nty-flve p e r cen t of all C aribbean  w om en a re  m others 

a n d  th e  average n u m b er of ch ild ren  p*r m o th e r is 4 ,5  (Ellis. 1 9 ^ ) .  

M ary  w om en see  having children  a s  an  econom ic investm en t for their 

old age. a n d  on the  wlmie, women have th e ir first p regnancies a t an  

early  age. T here is a  h i ^  projKinion of l i n a g e  p regnancies an d  th is  

can  often  m ean  th a t  th ese  women do n o t com plete th e ir  formal 

ed u ca tio n  (M oham ed, 1989).

The ex tended  family an d  s tro n g  k in sh ip  netw orks a re  a lso  im p o rtan t 

for Ja m a ica n  wom en, T h ro u ^ i th ese  t y i ^  of su p p o rt g roups, 

resou rces, tim e an d  child care  respcm sibilities a re  sh a red  especially  h i 

tim es of eajnom hr crisis. As a  re su lt of th e se  typæs netw orks, 

Ja m a ic a n  w om en have a lso  developed stro n g  feelings of solidarity
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w hich have been integral in th e ir con tinued  s tru g ^ e  to  m eet basic  

h u m an  needs and  m ake soctaJ change.

Legislation for u^omen

As previously d iscussed , there  have been som e advances in  th e  

struggle to p ro tec t women from violence an d  d iscrim ination  in 

society. Women’s  o ig a n i^ tlo n s  have tx e n  agitating  for législation to 

pro tect wom en's righ ts and  have been qu ite  succM sfu l to  da te . Over 

th e  p a s t fifteen years the following leg i^ation  h a s  been  p a sse d  or 

revised to pro tect the  righ ts of th e  female popu lation . (M oham med, 

1988)

-The E qual Pay Act. w hich gu aran tees  th a t  m en a n d  w om en get ^ u a l  

pay  for equal work

-The Affiliation Act, w hich m akes bo th  fa th e rs  an d  m o thers 

responsib le  for th e  care  of the  ch ild ren

-The Offences A gainst the  Person Act, w hich p ro tec ts  w om en firom 

abuse

-The M aintenance Act. w hich requ ires a  m an  to  m ain ta in  h is  wife 

w hether or not she  is able to  do so herself.

-TTie In tes ta te  E s ta te s  an d  Proiterty w hich  g u a ra n tee s  th e  righ t of 

com m on-law  wives to inherit from th U r h u sb a n d s  

-The M arried W om en's Property  Act, gives m arried  w om en th e  r i ^ t  

to  own an d  dispose of their own proiterty.

-Those c o n v ic ts  of crim es of rap e  an d  ca rn a l knowledge of fem ale 

m inors o r fem ales of u n so u n d  m ind a re  su b jec t to  im prisonm en t for 

life.
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•Persons found g u i l^  o f rape or a t tc m ^ e d  r a ^  of a  w om an are  sub ject 

to s e n te n c e  ra n ^ n g  from 10 years  to  life.

A lthough th is  legislation h a s  l%en p a s s ^ ,  m any  asp ec ts  of t h e ^  htws 

a re  unenforceable and  wom en a re  still sub jected  to  h igh  ra te s  of 

dom estic violence, a ssa u lt  and  o th er form s of d iscrim ination . O ne form 

of th is  d iscrim ination  is seen  in the com paratively h i ^ e r  ra te s  of 

unem ployirœ nt for wom en th a n  seen  for the ir m ale c o u n te rp a rts . As 

well, violence tow ards wom en h a s  been identified by th e  J a m a lra n  

G overnm ent’s  Women’s  B ureau  a s  a  m ajor sw ia l problem  in Jam aica .

Mq/or E œ nom ic  A ctiv ities

S ta tis tics  from th e  In ternational Labor O rganization (1985) show  th a t 

7 .6  per cen t of Ja m a ica n  wom en twenty-five years of age o r younger 

w ere involved in econom ic activity In 1982. T his com pares w ith 15.9 

p e r cen t of m ales in  th a t  sam e age group. T h is inform ation is 

imjKJrtant t e c a u ^  approxim ately  one th ird  of th e  is land 's  population  

falls in to  th is  age group.

W omen in Jam aica  have alw ays been  highly visible in the  trad itional 

an d  inform al secto rs of the  econom y an d  a re  still m ore likely th a n  

m en  to w ork there . Fem ale ‘higglers’ (maidtet women} have a  h igher 

s ta tu s  th a n  m en in  th e  m arke t place. In Janm ica . a  successfu l m ale 

h ig h e r  is sa id  to "act like a  wom an" an d  an  u n su tx æ ^ fu l one is  said 

"not to know  how to a c t like a  wom an". B u t w ith in  th e  l a i ^ r  society 

h J ^ e r ln g  is v iew ai a  low -sta tus J<^ (Ellis. 1 9 ^ .  p.4).
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For a more general description of women's emplt^nnent. the following 

statistics are available for 1981 (numbers arc in  thousands and per 

cents}

Total economically Agriculture Industry Services Others 
active women
476.2 60.5 21.4 209.2 185.1
100% 12.7% 4.5% 43.9% 38.9%

Source ILO (INSTRAW) 1985.

As indicated by this information, women are also hl^ify involved in 

Jam aica's large service sector, where tourism accounts for the 

country’s  m ^or foreign exchange earner. This has again reenfonæd 

the role of women in domesticty%% employment, i.e. maids, 

waitresses, etc

From even this brief overview of the role of women in Jam aican 

society, it is clear that In reality. Jam aican women cerdnaly do not fit 

the media projected image of docile, dependent housewives, or 

stereotypically helpless females. Concern over the jxwrtrayal of women 

in advertising primarily, but also in the broader mainstream media, 

has led women's organizations in Jam aica to begin monitoring and 

confronting the imagery of women in both print and electronic m «lla. 

The leading organizations in this area are the Women's Media Watch 

organization and SISTREN,
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btckgnmiKi, ftMib «1^
Started In 1977, SISTREN is one of the rat®t popular professional 

theatre groups in Jamaica, as well as a driving force in the Island's 

women's movement The Kingston based oiganizatlon Is part of a 

women's movement inw)lved in addressing national problems ranging 

from poverty, unemployment and illiteracy to coming to term s with a 

history of slavery and national swio-economic and political issues.

Under the M an l^  administration In 1975. a Women's Bureau was 

established and two years later, UNICEF hosted the first CariM%an 

Conference on Women in Development in Kingston. These two events 

led to increased awareness of women's issues in the country, and from 

this consciousness. SISTTIEN evolved.

Members were selected through the Women's Bureau for an 

employment program to keep the streets clean. The eleven original 

women were employed as street cleaners, and also trained as teacher's 

aids and placed In schools. They were also introduced to |X}pular 

theatre, and received educatKm in skills such as accounting. As Lilian 

Foster, one of the original members of the collective, puts it, "1 saw it 

(Sistrenî as an educational center, an upgrading center, upgradmg 

k )th  ourselves and society -  women on a  whole." in {Ford-&nlth, 

1 9 8 9 .P .2 4 Î.

However, in 1 9 ^ ,  Sistren, and al{ of Jam aica faced crisis. Violent 

national elections swept the conservative opposition party into power 

and national priorities and policies c h a n ^ d  drastically as IMF
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conditionalities dominated government policy. Programs, such as 

Sistren. which had l^en  supported the previous government in an 

attempt to create a popular tmse were suddenly dismantled or 

left with no support at all. The Sistren employment p ro ^am  was s%n 

as partisan by the new administration and sut^equently discontinued. 

Sistren members were harassed, and their programs closely 

mcnitmed. The organization was labeled subversive and banned from 

radio and television. Several theatre scripts were also confiscated 

apparently Iwrause of subversive material, and a Sistren documentary 

video prcductlon on the plight of elderly women living in a burned out 

alms house was pulled by the state-owned televlsicai station tecause  its 

content was too political.

Many Jam aican women’s organizations, and other popular 

organizations collapsed under the political and economic pressures of 

the early 1980s, but this crisis intensified the resolve of the &stren 

group to survive, and al% acted as a  ^ ta fy s t for change in the focus of 

the mgani^atitm. It had Income clear to Slstren’s directors tha t what 

was needed was on in d ep ^ d en t women's movement for soded c h a n ^ . 

The early Sistren had been closely affiliated with M a n ia ’s government 

and had not achieved the power or respect n«%ssary to articulate 

gender concerns and influence party polity {Ford-Smlth. 1991),

The new Sistren functimred outsUle of government boundaries as an 

autonomous force, away from traditional male-dominatW 

organizatiorts. This new role for the organfzathms al%  m eant a new 

way of thinking. The need for a feminist anafysis of the Wtuation of
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Jam aican women at that time mesmt relating the position and sttuatkm 

of women to the problems of the country, the political and economic 

stra tèges being followed and the development strategies being 

pursued As a result. Sistren began to develop a  research and analysis 

role as well as searching for new income generating activities and 

maintaining dram a and other communications programs.

Sistren has grown from that point into a multidimensional women's 

organization. The organizational aims are; 1) to empower women to 

contribute to the process of development and c h a n ^  In society, and 

2) to develop In the society an awareness of the importance of gender 

as an issue in the development pnxess. The stra tège  objectives 

which have t^een defined to achieve these aims Include the following;

1) the development of respect for personal experience as part of a 

prcxress of participatory research and group building, to connect 

personal experience to widen social issues, and to promote 

understanding of the gender dimensions these larger scxdal Issue» 

and their implications for change: 2)the provision of information to 

enabk  women to take action on their own W half (French, 1987},

Research on women's issues is also a key f(%us of Sistren work. The 

five main areas of research for the o r^n ization  cunently  include the 

following: IJwomcn and law, 2) violence against women. 3} women 

and housing. 4) women's employment and the recognition of women's 

work. 5} and women’s  health concerns. The branch of the Sistren 

organization which directs the majority of work in these areas is 

Sistren % search  (SR). SR. form«l In 1983, operates as a  wnd-



93

au tonom ous d ep artm en t w ithin S is tren  to generate  resea rch , netw ork 

w ith o ther w om en’s organizations concerned w ith sim üar issu es, a n d  

provide direction for S istren  program m ing, { ^ search  th rough  

docum entation  of life h istories and  f^ rso n a l testim onies have alw ays 

t^ e n  a  p a rt of S is tren ’s  work: however. SR responded  to a  need for 

m ore quantita tive  inform ation on the condition of Ja m a ic a n  wom en. 

T his inform ation is  th en  d ls% m inated  to th e  public, and  sh a red  w ith 

o th er w om en's o igan tzations.

The publics w hich S istren  h a s  targetted  a s  tm th beneficiaries and  

recip ients of the ir program m ing include a  bnm d  section of Ja m a ic a n  

sodcty . Those m ost c lo t t y  asim dated  w ith the  program m es, and  

therefore w ith th e  m ost direct personal con tac t, a re  the  S is tren  

m em bers them selves. Local and  «e^onal g roups and  In stitu tions a re  

also an  im im rtant audience a s  S istren  em p h asises  th e  need  for 

netw orking and  sh a rin g  of experiences and  concerns am ong g roups. 

S istren  ^ ^ k s  closely w ith several Ja m a ic a n  g roups a n d  in s titu tk m s 

an d  m ain ta in s co n tac ts  with m any o thers. T he focus for netw orking 

consists of four areas: 1} groups and  in s titu tio n s  w ith  a  gender focus,

2) g roups and  in stitu tio n s  w ithout a  gender focus (i.e. trad e  unions), 3) 

s tu d e n ts  an d  s tu d e n t organizations, a n d  41 com m unity  w orkers. 

Previously unorgan ized  w om en in te res ted  in  becom ing organized 

aroum i gender Issues a W  constitu te  a n  im p o rtan t audierw e.

Finally, m en ar»d w om en in th e  w ider society a rc  also t a i g e t t ^  by 

& stren  th rough  th e  u se  o f m ass  m edia. T h is rep re sen ts  th e  least 

cohesive aud ience  and  It Is difficult to determ ine no t onty the  size of
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this audience but the impact of the messages received. A straw-poll 

conducted by Sistren In 1987 indicated that vdille many members of 

the public had heard of Sistren. they were unclear about what exactly 

the oiganizatlon was doing. Some respondents felt it was a charity, 

others said It was a communist organization, a feminist organization, 

or a part-time theatre group run  by an arm of the sw iallst p a r^ .

Although theatre is still an important vehicle of communication for the 

group, other forms of communication have also been adopted, as well 

as a policy of monitoring the media in an attempt to influence the 

images and perceptions of women shown to the public. One cjmmple 

of a successful campaign to pressure media and government to be 

more sensitive to gender issues came in 1977. At that time the 

Jam aican National Investment Promotion’s corporation had placed a 

sexist advertisement in American newspapers in an attem pt to attract 

investors to Jam aica's free trade zones. SISTREN protested the ad 

and after meeting with the corporations m anagng director the ad was 

pulled. The JNIP said "Since you people feel that It is denigrating for 

women ... we ha\% discontinued the ad because we don't want to get 

caught up In any controversy." (Sistren, 1987, p.7J (Appendix 111).

Women's Bfodfn Watch: backgronndi

In 1987 SR undertook a nationwide participatory research project 

Involving more than thirty women's organizations. It wms to identify 

what women see as hindrances to their full participation in the 

cultural developnmnt of the society. It became apparent from the 

findings that over and over, women cited violence as a  problem.
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The feeling was unanimous amongst those present; the 
media, through its predominantly sexist and racist images 
of women, plays a  key role in the increasing incidences of 
sexual and domestic violence In women's lives {Nicholson. 
1991. p. 51.

When the findings of the project were shared at a  large 
gathering where representatives from all the groups 
(involved in the research projects) met. these very varied 
women from all walks of life and from different parts of 
Jam aica felt that a need was clear address the problem of 
sexual violence, four sub committees decided to apprrmch 
the problem in different ways, through research, through 
education, through networking and through media* 
monitoring. (Nelson, 1991)

Women's Media Watch evolved from this fourth sub committee four 

years ago. The challenge which WMW has set for itself is to make a 

strong and convincing connection between the issue of violence 

against women and the pwrtrayal of women in tlu; media. 

Furthermore, the o r^n izatlon  contends that frequent viewing of a 

negative portrayal of Unages of and attitudes about women leads to an 

acceptance of violence against women as a social norm.

At present, the primary activities of WMW are to W th monitor the 

mainstream  media and imwide alternative media, as well as articles 

and features for the m ainstream media. Marc recently, the role of 

lobl^dng for change in the existing media has also become an 

im p u tan t activity for the or^nization. As WMW ori^nated from
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concerns about violence towards women, education and information 

dissemination are also key functions. Research Is another focus for the 

organization. In 1 ^ 1  and 1992 WMW Is conducting a national survrey 

on attitudes towards the media's p o rtr^ ^ l of women. This survey win 

be carried out with the assistance of a  surveyor from the department 

of sociology at the Unlverelty of the West Indies, and the organization 

hopes to use this information to better tailor the educational 

component of their programs, as well as in the designing of programs 

for the coming year.

In addition to working in and around the mainstream  media. WMW 

Wso utilizes other forms of communication media in order to promote 

{Kxsltive, strong and accurate images of women in Jam aican society. 

Drama is used to analyze media messages targetted at young people In 

particular. In one WMW dramatic production. Uncle Dean a ttn n p ts  to 

sexually assault his niece after her appearance on a  poster wearing 

only a bathing suit. Participants In this drama workshop challenge 

Uncle Dean's misinterpretation of his niece’s action and subsequent 

claim that he is justifted in acting as he did (Nlclmlson. 1 ^ 1 ) .

As vras previously mentioned, the main objective of the organization's 

programs is to provide an alternative voice for women's Issues with a 

special emphasis on the problem of violence towards women in 

Jam aica. To that end, n m t  of the articles, information packages, 

visual d isp l^a , etc.. which the or-^nlzatkm f^W uces attem pt to deal 

with the issue of violence towards wmnen in soctety, and counteract 

the portrayal of violence against women in the m ainstream mWla.
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Last year, WMW produced and distributed 5,000 message stickers 

reading "REAL MEN EKDNT ABUSE WOMEN", and "NUFF RESPECT 

TO WOMAN EVERVTIME!" across the Island, In addition. 2.CXX) 

brochures outlining the WMW program were pmduced and 

distributed, and articles on the topics of media portrayal of women, 

violence against women, and women and health (and the media) were 

written and published through the CaribbeEm News Agency, the 

S IS n ^ N  News Magazine, and People Magazine (national and 

regional). In collaboration with SISTREN, WMW also participated in 

the production, use and distribution of a booklet entitled "No to Sexual 

Violence”.

In an eflbrt to more directly influence the existing mainstream media, 

WMW has also worked to establish and strengthen ties with media 

personnel. This is accomplished through persistent mail and p e r^ n a l 

contacts, keeping the media appraised of WMW programs and 

concerns, and sharing material on the issues of violence against 

women and the portrayal of women in the media. Elaine Nelson, 

information officer with WMW explains,

Dialogue with polity makers was initiated in 1 9 ^ -8 9 . We 
maintained contact with programmed directors a t JBC- 
T V. (national television) and with the ^ v e r tls e rs  
Association of Jam aica. We participated in a  Public Forum 
of the Press Asstxziation of Jam aica (Dec.’SO) a t which our 
intervention focussed on the media's treahnent of women 
and its tendency to sensationaIize/triviaIi% reports of 
violence a ^ in s t  women and children in particular. We
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continue to respond to Issues raised In the media. {Nelson,
1991)

WMW is also Involved with programs which go b q o n d  the focus of the 

mainstream media. The group participated in International Women's 

Day. distributing Information packages and stickers and conducting 

three workshops on women in media in collaboration with the 

Women’s Bureau and the Kingston Jaycees, As well, over a  four week 

period surrounding the International Day Against Violence Against 

Women. WMW launched their new brochure, held three rap sessions 

with Police Youth Groups, participated in radio calMn programs 

highlighting the issue of women and violence, participated in the 

AssoclaUon of Women’s Organizations in Jam aica press conference, ran 

a one-month self-defence course for vromen in association with a 

Jam aican Karate school and conducted a public video screening and 

discussion around the topics of child abuse and sexual violence.

One of the most important a si^c ts  of all these activities is tha t WMW 

attempted, in each case, to link the issue of the j»rtrayal of violence 

towards women in the media to these programs c o n c e rn ^  with 

violence towards women in society. As this is, to some extent, a  grey 

area In media research, it is often diŒcult to draw a  direct link 

between these two phenomenon. However, b a ^  on the experient» 

of WMW there does seem to be a strong correlation î^tw een media 

{K)rtrayal and violence and thus the organization’s edutmtlonal 

p ro^am s focus on increasing aw arene^  (tf this correlation and 

challenging the portrayal of women in the m ainstream  media.
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Development of alternative media pubHcatioaa

The main focus of WMW programming to date has been on inserting 

women's issues into the mainstream media through articles and 

feature storlM. Future plans do Include the production of alternative 

media, probably print media, however the success of the organization's 

participation on radio panel discussions and talk shows has shown that 

there is room for programming in this area as well. The financial 

constraints on the organization, again, have limited its growth in this 

area.

One example of alternative feminist media which SISTHEN has 

developed is the Sistren Newsmagazine. This Is currently published in 

a  20 imge news magazine format v ^ c h  serves as a  forum for 

discussing women's concerns, and facilitates networking among 

women Involwd in cultural mr lobt^lng actions to promote a positive 

self-image of women, in particular, that of working-class vmraen 

{French, 19891,

The most recent issues have focussed on;

-ccmdltkms of employment in the Frtæ Trade Zones In Jam aica 

and the Caribt^an.

-activities of Caribbean women around the issue of sexual 

violence.

-m ^or health m xds of Caribbean women.

-women in non-traditlonal jobs.
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The distribution of the magazine is presently at 9000 issues per year, 

o r  this SOCK) go Immediately to subscribers and to community women 

th ro u ^  women's organizations and another 1,500 over the counter to 

women generally. The rest are distributed through re^onal and 

international work. Demand is now outstripping supply.

SISTREN is also involved in the design and prmlucUon of a  radio 

series, "Bess and Dill'Dill" which will 1% a dramatic treatm ent of 

women's issues in Jam aican society.

These alternative media initiatives arc seen by tmth WMW and Sistren 

as some of the mc^t signincant contributions of the oiganizatlons m 

the community. The tight control of the Jam aican media industry in 

the hands of a very few decision-makers m eans that alternative 

channels of communication have not been widely available to the 

Jam aican public. The d e^ lt^m en t these alternative channels of 

communication haw  offered an opportunity for messages which have 

not been, and prol^bfy would not be. discussed within the existing 

mainstream media.

Social Impact: WMW and SISTREN

The nebulous nature of the Issue of women’s portr^^al In the media 

and its effect on women in society, makes it very diiBcult to evaluate 

and m e su re  the im|mct of organiaathms such as Sistren and WMW.

'Vhft WMW evaluation of its pn^ram s is basW  primarily on the fact that 

the gimls of workshops, media monitoring, information dls^m hiation .
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and public education have been reached. Almost aU of the planned 

activities propoKd for the 1989-91 project proposal have been 

completed, bicludtng consolidation of links with media personnel, 

involvement in International Women s Day. and a general increase In 

public discussion on the topic of violence against women and the 

portrayal of women in the media.

WMW receives regular invitations to s{^ak on radio, at community 

events, and a t women's meetings, and the Director of the Women's 

Bureau and the Minister responsible for women's affairs regularly cite 

WMW work at public events. With respect to the organimthin s 

lobbying activities, two national coriwrations have re considered their 

advertising based on lobbying and dialoguing with WMW. As well, 

comments from members of the public along the lines of, “You WMW 

people show up everywhere", “WMW always has good points to make. “ 

and “WMW seems to have a clearer/busier programme than most 

women's organizations out there”, are included in the organization's 

evaluation of its 1990 programs. Based cm this evidence. WMW 

concludes tha t the oi^anization, “ has had a  positive impact not Just 

among the women’s organizations but at national tevels" (Nelson.

1991). Still, It Is difficult to m easure definitively the impact the 

organization m i^ have on the Island without a  great deal more 

research on both the attitudes of the Kiciety. the perception of women 

in society, the im ï^ct of the m ass media, and the breeder issue of the 

lin k ag e  l^tw ren the portrayal of wmnen to the media and their sta tus 

and treatm ent in «sciety.
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Another problem arises from the fact that the ten members of the 

WMW organization are all volunteers, most of whom have families and 

full time employment during the day on top of their volunteer 

activities. As a result, many opportunities to reach the public with 

information. Issues, etc.. are missed th ro u ^  lack of time and 

personnel. At the same time, the Bnancial resources necessary to 

provide effective, skilled support services are not readily available.

The organization has identified the need for a part-time research 

assistant with some administrative ski Us, but have been able only to 

hire a very part-time secretarial g^slstant. The group would also like 

to see more integration of women's and media Issues In the 

educational ^rstem, and would like to work more closely with the 

schools, however, this again takes time and resources.

Other dlfïlculties include the fact that so far. most networking and 

dialogue with media p e i^ n n e l has been done at the level of 

Journalists, and it has been dlfHcult to gain access to the decision

makers within the industry. As well, this sltuatlmi has been 

compounded by the fact that in the radio industry, regional radio 

stations have been divested to private enterprises which can dictate 

their own policies. As the national media policy is still up  in the Wr. 

this has increased the difUculUes In reaching polity m akers and being 

taken seriously by  management. (Appendix IV)

As with WMW, Sistren also faces eamonUc and political constraints 

and has been unable to tW rou^iIy evaluate its social im pact Although 

a «xdal audit is planned, no studies on ûæ  !m{^ct of thrae programs
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on Jam aican swiety are presently available. The organization, as with 

WMW. has largely based its evaluation of programming u^mn 

impressions from audiences, members, and media coverage over the 

past several years.

In terms of mainstream media, Sistren now receives far more national 

media attention than In previous years, and, therefore. It seems logeai 

to assum e that a wider section of Jam aican society has heard from 

Sistren, bu t the impact is unclear. As well, the Sistren 

newsletter reaches approximately 9.000 readers which includes both 

a Jam aican and international audience.

Among the non-govemmcnt organization (NGO) sector the impact is 

more clear. For example. Canadian NGO. CÜSO. recently cited Sistren 

among agencies receiving CUSO funding, as one of the few examples of 

a development agency addressing women's concerns as a priority In 

addition, students and academics both nationally and internationally 

have fcw us^ on Sistren's work in research, again attesting to its 

Imfmrtance and relevance for women.

A lth o u ^  it is difhcult to estimate the impact of Sistren and WMW 

programs on the society, it is clear that the alternative media 

programs have ofTered women an  opportunity to participate In all 

processes of media development and distribution. Jam aican women 

have gained access to employment to the media industiy  a s  em plc^es 

over the past few years, however, they have been relegated to low- 

wage, low-impact positions and therefote this opportunity for women
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to gain experience as media decision-makers is both uncommon suid 

essential. With this experience comes not only technical media skilV. 

but a greater understanding of the media industry.

Media lltcraty. something that has not been w ldc^ discussed among 

women's groups in Jam aica previous to the WMW program, is an 

extremely important aspect of any conslousness-raising campaign. It 

Is important that a^m en have the opportunity to leam  about the 

media as an industry, as a medium for communication, and Its hinctlon 

in society. Directors of the WMW project hope that as audiences, both 

male and female, become more informed as media consumers, they 

will be^n  to demand a less biased, more prt^ressive representation of 

not only women in the media but of all marginalized segments of 

society.

EsKntial research on media {»>rtrayal of women and social attitudes 

toward women in Jam aican society is also being carried out th ro u ^  

these two organizations. This commitment to research is crltlcai if 

further progress Is to be made in the study of the effects of media 

IKïftrayal on the sta tus of women. The results of this research wül be 

especially important in any attempt a t an evaluation of the im j^ct of 

the WMW program on violence a ^ in s t  women. This was. of course, 

the initial thought behind the prt^ecl bu t as previously dt^m ssed. it is 

extremely dUDcult to draw a causal relationship between o W ia  

exposure and specific social actions or eSPK^. As in the 

children and TV violence stucfy done by the Surgeon General's office in 

the United States (Surgeon General, 1972}, a t best there was evitterce
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to support a conflation for some of the audience, under certain 

conditions. Given this starting point, it is virtually impossible to 

ascertain the effect that the subsequent programming of WMW has had 

on the specific situation of violence towards Jam aican women. At the 

same time, ft is valuable to note that from this initial starting point, 

the project has expanded to deal with more and broader issues of 

social concern to women. Now the project has taken on a focus of 

dealing with the more general representation of ommen in the media, 

not necessarily limiting itself to protesting images of violence against 

women.

As well, the conceptualization of the WMW project which began with a 

primary focus of addressing the issue of violence against women has 

now broadened into a more general media literacy campaign which 

has certainly brought the issue of women in the media more into focus 

in the community. It would appear, therefore, that the effectiveness of 

this project is not so much in its attempt to deal with the specific 

social issue of violence against women, but rather in its development 

and discussion of the issue of the portrayal of women In the media, 

therefore addressing the more specUlc issue in a broader framework,

A lth o u ^  it is difficult to determine the degree of effectiveness this 

program has had on «jctal attitudes towards women, the WMW case 

provides an important example of how one women's organizatiim has 

«mceptualized t)% probkm s (aclt^  women in society and stra tèges to 

combat these. In identifying a need fm thte project the media were 

identified not onfy as a tool th ro u ^  w hidt to work for c h a n ^ . but also
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as a significant factor m the problem Itself. This fact, combined with 

the fact that the WMW women as well as the Jam aican women 

surveyed felt so strongly that the Image of women In the media was 

detrimental to their sta tus in society, certainly Indicates a correlation 

between these two phenomena. As further research Is pursued by 

organizations such as WMW and others concerned with the 

relationship twtween media and social effects the relationship 

between the status of women and media portrayal of vmmen can be 

further explored. The fact that out of a discussion on a  very serious 

social problem, violence against women, the media w r e  identified as 

both a problem and a possible solution indicates that this research Is 

essential and will continue.

An inltlW evaluation of the WMW program shows that the topic of 

women In the media and the issue of violence egainst women In the 

media has received more public attention and gained a higher profile 

In the community. Whether or not this will effect the incidences of 

violence against women in the society, is another Issue. As well, the 

media lowering campaign has achieved some Initial successes, for the 

most part in the area of transnational and corporate ath^nrtislng and 

the portrayal of vromen in that advertising.

The Impressions of Sistren member Honor Ford-Smith summarize the 

broader contribution of that o r^n ization  to society;

In a general sense the group has cdfered an 
alternative im a ^  of wmnm. particularly of black 
working-class women. T hrou^i Its phys. workslmpa



107

and other acüvltfes. Sistren has b ro u ^ t  to light 
many women's hidden experiences. It has shown 
the sfwclAc strength and creativity of Jam aican 
working-class women and the importance of this for 
the future of the stxriety. It has shown the potential 
of working-class ^ m e n .  it has also encouraged 
women to organize and to express their ideas 
through the arts (althou^i the extent to which it has 
been able to offer women the concrete means to do 
this has bem  limited). In this sense Sistren has 
ofTered an example of an alternative to the white, 
glamorized icons presented on television and in the 
newspapers in Jam aica. {Ford-Smith. 1989. p.31).

Hillary Nicholson of WMW summarizes her impressions of the 

organization's impact with one phrase "we little bu t we 

"Wlawah". {we're small but we're strong in a Jam aican dialect). 

Based upon comments from m em i^rs of the public, feedback 

from other women's groups, media and government. Nicholson 

feels that WMW has had a very positive impact, not ju st among 

organized women, but t lu o u ^ o u t the general public as well 

(Nicholson. 1991).

WMW and Sistren provide useful examples of organizations 

which ha%^ adopted alternative media stra tèges to combat the 

bias against women In the mainstream m ^ ia . In keeping with 

the participatory paradlgn, these strategies are designed to 

emjxîwcr vmmcn a t a community level. T h ro u ^  both lobbying 

for change within the existing media industry, and initiating 

alternative prt^ram s outside of the m aii»tream  these strategies
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are also assisting women in their eHorts to challenge the 

structures of northern and male bias tn the m ainstream media.

As discussed tn Chapter 3, the experiences of women woriUng in 

media around the world suggest that simply induding more 

women In the industry through employment does not 

necessarily head to an increased access to medla-declston 

making on their part. As seen tn the case of Jamaica, 

approximately 50 percent of employees in the media industry 

are vromen. However, these women are relegated to the lower 

level positions with little decision-making power.

Sistren and WMW are addressing this issue, and tlic broader 

issue of the social consequences of this exdusion of women t ^  

providing opportun!lies for women to ^ n  experience in media 

decision-m ^ng. These alternative p ro ^ am s also provide t- 

channel of communication for women which would otherwise 

not exist.

Honor Ford-Smith [1991), emphasizes the importance of the 

development process Involved in the conceptuali^tlon and growth of 

WMW and Sistren. The work of these organizations was decided ujxm 

in a participatory manner by tamaican women from a variety of sodo- 

economic and educational backgrounds. The prcxress of Identifying 

the need for a media project right through to the iniplementetion of 

the strategic planning for the WMW program offered these  women a  

unique opportunlfy  to participate in media d^ision-m akhtg at a
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grassroots level. In her evaluation of the program, Ford-Smith has 

concluded that WMW offers a much needed avenue for %omen to raise 

an angry voice against the images of women in the media, and the 

treatm ent of women by the media as consumers. These opportunities 

for lK)th participation in media planning and an alternative channel of 

communication for women are clearty two of the mc»t important 

aspects of the program.

The challenge for these organizations now lies in their ability to effect 

the formation of national m «lla policy. At present, there is no clear 

media pKjlicy in Jam aica although the formation of national and 

re^onal policies have been the subject of debate over the past two 

decades. Clearfy, the success of WMW and Sistren in lo b t^n g  against 

sexist advertising by the Jam aican National Investment Promotions 

Corporation and Jam aican media indicates women’s organizations do 

have some voice in directing advertising polity. The WMW emphasis 

on dialoguing with media and advertisers also illustrâtes the 

o rgan l^ tlon 's commitment to working for change ' ithin the existing 

media industry as well as supporting independent alternative 

programs.

A lthou^i the organizations’ objectives for social change are 

focused on the long-term, WM% and Sistren both offer unique 

opj^^tunities for Jam aican women today. Through their 

m e th o d o h ^  and composition, these two o r^n iza tlons are 

unique not only in Jam aica but throughout the Caribbean region.
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Throughout this thesis, several points have emerged as critical In the 

discussion of women, media and development. The first is that 

women are excluded from the mass media lx)th as decision-makers 

and through the inaccurate or nonexistent representation of wtanen 

in media programming. The second is the inability of previous 

strategies to increase women's access to the media by demanding 

increased employment opportunities for women. And finally, th r o u ^  

a review of the literature on this subject, it has become clear that 

there is a need for alternatives to the existing m ainstream  media 

which allow women the opportunity to challenge the structure of the 

media industry.

The global picture of women In media illustrated in Chapter 3, showed 

that not only are women excluded from the decision-making proems, 

but also from em plc^raent In addition, the portrayal of women in  

media, on a  0<Aal scale, co n tin u e  to exclude women in its 

representatitm of 'serious' develt^ment issues and other news items. 

Instead, women are represented through negative steeotypical 

i m a ^ .  Chapter 3. has also provided an examination of the work erf 

women's organizations in an attem pt to c h a i ^  this representation in 

the media.

For women's groups working from a  liberal-feminist perspective, the 

most valuable aspects of the struggle for change in the  m ass m «lia are 

both the demand for increased access to the new information
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technologies, as well as the work of women tn lobbying for more 

equitable empli^rment practices within the industiy. th e se  two areas 

are extremely Important if women are to have any impact a t all in the 

ms^s media Industiy. However, as was previously discussed, this 

perspective has failed to take Into account the need for more systemic 

and structural changes %hich would allow women to use the media as 

a  tool to combat the prevalent social attitudes whkA are now reflected 

and perpetuated th r o u ^  the media.

While some organizations have rantlnued to follow liWral-feminlst 

strategies, many women's groups have recognized that reforms within 

the mainstream media are neither likely nor sufHcient to provide 

solutions to the problems pc^ed for women the m ass media. As 

Wallersteln (19791 states in Sussm an's (1991) review of the new 

communications technologies; " The problem for oppressed stra ta  is 

not how to communicate within this world but how to overthrow it"

(p. 1331.

As illustrated through the work of Jam aica's Sistren and WMW. smne 

women’s  organizations are working, if not necessarily to owrthrow the 

media industry, a t l ^ s t  to develop alternatives to these media. In most 

cases, these alternatives are pu rsu« l In conjunction with programs 

designed to lobby the existing media stnmttme for hicreaw d a c c e ^  for 

women, as weB a s  to monitor the portrayal of wmnen in the 

m ainstream  media.
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Proponents of alternative media as a solution to the crisis In 

mainstream media feel that true change can onfy be achieved 

working outside existing structures. Remaining fn d e j^ d e n t is 

important both so that alternative, radically different views can be 

heard through the media, as well as so that these views will not be 

stifled or traruformed and fncorpmated into the existing m ainstream  

(Gallagher. 1981). The hope is th a t thrae alternative media, initialfy 

Isolated and smaH in scale, wiU raise the profile of alternative views 

and provide a channel of communication effective enough to 

undermine or certainly restructure the existing m ainstream  ^ t e m .

From the review of theoretical perspective  provided in  Chapter 2, it 

becomes apparent that the most effective framework for analysis of 

this issue is a  participatory paradigm, informed by a  gender and 

development perspective. This framework has allowed for an  

examination of not only women's lack of media access, but the broader 

structural considerations of patriarchy and capitalism which effect 

women's exclusion.

The participatory nature of the development ^  alternative media h ^  

created greater opportunities for women to voice their own concerns, 

as well as te ^ i n  an understanding of the structures of the media 

industry. If the situation of wonten in  the media is to change, dearfy 

the structure of the existing m ainstream media m ust c h a n ^ . Women, 

and wm nm 's ctmcems, m ust included in  the (fevelopntezU and 

establishment of this new communicattens structure. As Galfe^rer 

(1981) concludes, these structures m ust admit women as "...



113

autonomous and central characters in the p ro c è s  of communications. 

But if that is to be possible, women m ust themselves imagine and 

create the structures" (p. 175).

As indicated through the programming requested and provided Ï3y 

women's OTgsLtüzaüons around the worid, these structures m ust t e  

relevant for both urban and rural women and wcnnen horn all walks of 

We and various de^ees of education. A lth o u ^  women can in no way 

t e  represented as a homogeneous impulation In a discussion of womm 

and media. little research so far has been done to identify the different 

impacts of the media on women of different backgrounds. Obviously, 

the level of education and income of women would significantly effect 

their access to the various forms of media, their role as consumers, 

and their access to different perspectives within the media. However, 

the research vdiich does exist shows that women suffer from the same 

lack of access to medla-decision making in every region and  at every 

level. Alternative media projects such as the example in Jam aica do 

provide media opportunities for women who would otherwise have no 

across to media and no op]X>rtunity to investigate the impact t te  

media on society.

While the exp«1ences of many community based alternative media 

projects have tee n  very positive for the participants and others in the 

com m un!^, the su b m it of alternative media without continued 

re s ^ rc h  and work in the area of the m ainstream nVidia w nild be 

unproductive. One td  the major obstadra  to progress in this area so 

for is a  lack of recognition of the problems preœ nted by the
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mainstream media for women and particularly women In developing |

countries. As long as the role of women tn media dedslon-maktng as 

well the portrayal of women In the media continue to take a secondary 

sta tus to other issues in the field of women and development, the 

necessary research and commitment will not be achieved. It Is
%

important to emphasize, however, that this research m ust not be \
I

simply seen as concerning the issue of women, media and |
I

development as an isolated topic. This rraearch m ust be conducted in ]

a  b ro k e r  framework, recognWng the importance of the relationship I

of women and media within a more ojmprehensive discussion of |

gender issues in relation to the social system. Proposals for change in j

the area of bias in the media against women m ust look a t the wider |

KKdal bias against women in society if they are to be eflfective. |

Rci^arch which came as a result of the United Nations Decade for 

Women, has shown tha t during the 1980s. there was no indication of a 

radical change in the media industry, or any rmnarkable 

breakthroughs in the goieral portrayal of women in the media 

worldwide. ThCM studies conclude as weh that.

Perhaps the moet important ch a ise  • if it ta n  be seen a s  
such '  has b « n  in women themselves: in their growhig 
understanding of the interests and influences working to 
maintain dominant media p r^en ta tions and patterns, and 
In their increasing search for alternative media strategies 
and channels which have some hope - however s l i ^ t  - 
unda-cu tting  the sta tus quo {UNl^CO 1985 p.86).



115

Conclusions from research done on women tn media tn the late 1970s 

tended to emphasize the importance of structural change within 

society In order to achieve equity within the media industry. The 

emphasis here was on the necessity for revolutionary changes within 

the mass media both as far as content and control, as a prerequisite to 

signiilcant changes in the status of women in society. Further 

research through UNESCO in this area now suggests, however, that 

a lth o u ^  this need for structural change Is still apparent, it alone Is 

not enough to facilitate real advancement for women in society. 

According to these findings. It seems that the strength (rf ideology 

itself was perhaps underestimated.

It has been normal to suppose, for example that in 
societies undergoing revolutionary sodo-structural change, 
genuine equality between the s e x ^  can be more easily 
guarantied. Experience suggests that this conclusion is 
becoming less and less obvious (UNE^X> 1 ^ 5  p. ^ ) .

During the past decade it has become ^^m ren t that significant 

changes in the sta tu s of women in society will not simply occur with 

structural changes in society, and that this is also the case concerning 

the portrayal of women In the media, and women's access to media. 

Therefore, it is im portant to  recognize the need for women's 

participation in the desigdng of structures which will allow their 

com^ems to beard. The question of restructuring the m ass media 

industiy is an dstronely comi^icated issue, since th is industry is w  

Integrated into the international economy as weH as political and 

ideoW^cal structures. Alternative media provWe an  opfmrtunity for
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the voices of m ar^aU zed  groups to be heard, bu t these smaller 

Initiatives cannot hope to he heard over the m ainstream media on a 

global scale unless t h ^  gain significant increases in both their 

audiences, and financial and technolo^cal s u j ^ r t .  The ob)ecth% of 

these alternative projects is not simpfy to gaht access to the media as 

an industry or a  technology, but to change social attitudes towards 

women in general, and this can only t»  achieved as part of a larger 

social initiative for change.

Research on alternative media projects world*wide indicate a 

consistent call from women involved in alternative media for more 

support from funding and development a ^ n d e s  in this area. The 

opportunities provided for women to voice their concerns through the 

media, and take an active role in media decision making, are seen to 

te  two of the most Important aspects of this alternative media. At the 

same time, further research is necessary on the relationship between 

the portrayal of women in the m ass media and the s ta tu s of women in 

Kjctety. Most of the re^ a rch  which has b ten  done in this area 

focuses exclusively on the problem of access to media cm plt^m ent for 

women, and does not adequate^ discuss the sw ial relationship 

tetwcen women’s images and their reality. As Gallagher concludes, 

"...clearly the media do p l ^  a central ideotogtcal role in that their 

practices and products are both a sou ite  and a  confirmation of the 

structural inequality of vmmen in society" IGallagher 1981 p. 16.1. 

However, until this relationship is more widely r e o ^ n i ^  and 

thoroughly researched, it will be difficult to formulate cSective 

Kdutkms.
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As new Infonmation technotoglcs move towards unprecedented 

capabÜtUes. the impact of the mass media is becoming more 

signiflrant and an understanding of the relationship twtwccn media 

and sœ ial structures more critical . This growth in technology also 

means an increased demand for access to new information 

technolo^es by women and other marginalized groups. The potential 

of these technologies to either assist women's efforts or further isolate 

their voices makes the role of media with regards to women and 

development an even more pressing issue. A common concern in 

recent literature is expressed by Leslie Steves:

...recent advances in telecommunication and information 
technologies make it imperative that women leam  to use 
these technologies and collaborate internationally to use 
them for feminist purposes (Steevcs, 1989,p.l03).

Alternative media programs also have a  role to play in this area. 

Although developments in alternative media have lead to support for 

programs involving more localized, less formal media, folk media, and 

more reliance on interpersonal communication, this does not mean 

that the mainstream media is to t*  ignored. The participatory 

paradigm, which advocates the a d s^ ce m e n t of alternative media, 

recognizes the importance of traditional and community based 

m e th t^  of OHnmunication. At the same time, larger participatory 

initiatives d ^ g n « l  within this same framework, such as the women's 

feature services, have also been important in raising consciousness 

àbout the issues and «npoow lng m nnen thnm gh access to m«lia.
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Change in the fKsrtrayat of women tn media wiU involve not only a 

change in the image of women in and th ro u ^  the media, bu t in the 

greater society as a whole. There is. as of yet insufllcient evidence on 

which to base a conclusion as to the nece^ary  conditions for change 

regarding the media's portrayal of women. However, from the 

research which has been done, it is apparent that structural changes 

in national political and economic systems are not enough. The 

development of alternative channels of communication for women is 

imperative now so that women's concerns may be heard, and they may 

^ i n  access to media and experience in this Geld. At the same time, 

further work roust be done in the study of media, women and 

develop'T^ent looking at the issues In a broader examination of the 

sta tus of women In society, and the relationship between women's 

portrayal in the media and the advancement (tf this status.
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APPENDIX I

mmco's pROGRAietE f o r  a n d  k e o ia

U n e s c o ' s  a c t i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  o n  women a n d  m e d i a  s t a r t e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  

t h e  f i r s t  W o r ld  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W o m e n ' s  Y e a r  h e l d  

i n  M e x i c o  i n  1 9 7 5 .  As e a r l y  a s  1 9 6 4 ,  a  U n e s c o  P i l o t  P r o j e c t  

i n  S e n e g a l  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  s e t  u p  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  f o r  b o t h  m e n  a n d  women i n  t e l e v i s i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  

a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  u s e d  t e l e v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  women w ho  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t e l e - c l u b s  f o r  g r o u p  

v i e w i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  o f  D a k a r .

B u t  I t  w a s  t h e  P l a n  o f  A c t i o n  a d o p t e d  by t h e  W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e  

w h i c h  a c t e d  a s  a  w o r l d - w i d e  c a t a l y s t ,  l e a d i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e d  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  m e d i a  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  s p h e r e s .  T h e  W o r l d  

P l a n  o f  A c t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  m e d i a  i n  p r o m o t i n g  

s o c i a l  a n d  a t t i t u d i n a l  c h a n g e s ,  I n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  w h e n ' s  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e i r  e q u a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  

i n  d e v e l o j M s e n t . I t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  w msen  s h o u l d  

b e  e m p l o y e d  i n  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r s  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

a n d  c r e a t i v e  c a p a c i t i e s  w i t h i n  m e d i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  M e d i a  

W o r k s h o p  f o r  J o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  B r o a d c a s t e r s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  U n e s c o  

i n  M e x i c o  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  W o r l d  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r m u l a t e d  a  s e r i e s  

o f  r e c t x t m e n d a t i o n s  t o  m e d i a  a n d  n o n - g o v e m m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t o r s ,  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  

b o d i e s  f o r  t h e  more  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  m e d i a  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e d

j ^ r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  wo men  a s  m e d i a  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  T h e  w o r k s h o p  

l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  n e t w o r k s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  n e w s  c o n c e r n i n g  women known a s  t h e  U n e s c o  F e a t u r e s

S e r v i c e .  T h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  n e w s  c o v e r a g e  s t a r t e d  

w i t h  f i n a n c i n g  f r o m  t h e  UN F u n d  f o r  P o p u l a t i o n  A c t i v i t i e s .  I t  

b e g a n  w i t h  a  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  F e a t u r e  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e
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I n t e r - P r e s s  S e r v i c e .  T h i s  w a s  f a l l o w e d  b y  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  W o m e n ' s  

F e a t u r e  S y n d i c a t e  s e t  u p  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  U n e s c o  a n d  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  A c t i o n  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n .  I n  1 9 7 9 ,  

t h e  D e p t h  News Women F e a t u r e  S e r v i c e  w a s  c r e a t e d  f o r  A s i a  u n d e r  

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  P r e s s  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  A s i a .  S e r v i c e s  f o r  A f r i c a  

a n d  t h e  A r a b  S t a t e s  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  b e i n g  a  w o r l d - w i d e  

n e t w o r k  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  f l o w  o f  n e w s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  women 

t o  h e l p  r e m o v e  p r e j u d i c e s  a n d  s t e r e o t y p e s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  m a s s  

m e d i a  a n d  t h u s  t o  s p e e d  u p  w o m e n ' s  f u l l  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  m e n .

One o f  t h e  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  U n e s c o  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  women a n d  

m e d i a  i s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e g i o n a l  s e m i n a r s  d e v o t e d  

t o  w tm en  a n d  m e d i a  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g .  T h e s e  s e m i n a r s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  p r i o r i t y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  U N / U n e . c o  

S e m i n a r  on Women a n d  M e d i a  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  a t  UN h e a d q u a r t e r s  

i n  1 9 6 0 .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a l l  m e d i a  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s t r e s s e d  

t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  a i m  o f  t h e s e  s e m i n a r s  s h o u l d  b e  t o  s e n s i t i z e  

h i g h - l e v e l  m e d i a  m a n a g e r s  t o  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s o c i e t y  o f  t h e  

n e g l e c t  o f  w o m en ,  b o t h  a s  a u d i e n c e  m e m b e r s  a n d  m e d i a  p e r s o n n e l .  

W h a t  t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  w a s  a  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  

t o  m o r e  s e n s i t i v e  m e d i a  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  t h e y  h o p e d  w o u l d  b e  f o l l o w e d  

b y  n a t i o n a l  s e m i n a r s  t o  l a y  down a c t i o n  g u i d e l i n e s .  I t  s h o u l d  

b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  

o v e r c o m e  p r o b l e m s  c o n c e r n i n g  women a n d  t h e  m e d i a  d o  n o t  c o n c e r n  

women a l o n e .  T h e y  c o n c e r n  t h e  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

i t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  w o w n  AND men t o  e n g a g e  i n  common e n d e a v o u r  

l e a d i n g  t o  a  g e n u i n e  d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  o f  t h e  

s o c i e t y  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  p a r t .

T h e  f i r s t  s e m i n a r  o n  women a n d  m e d i a  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  

i n  J a m a i c a  i n  1 9 8 1  f o r  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  r e g i o n  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  

C a r i b b e a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a s s  C o r s s u n i c a t i o n .  L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  

t h e  s e c o n d  r e g i o n a l  s e m i n a r  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  M a l a y s i a  o r g a n i z e d
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f o r  A s i a  b y  t h e  A s i a - P a c i f i c  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  B r o a d c a s t i n g  

D e v e l o p m e n t . A t h i r d  s e m i n a r ,  f o r  L a t i n  A m e r i c a , w a s  h e l d  i n  

M e x i c o  i n  M a r c h  198 2  w h i l e  a f o u r t h  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  F i j i  f o r  t h e  

P a c i f i c  r e g i o n  a t  t h e  e nd  o f  1 9 8 2  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  E x t e n s i o n  

S e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  P a c i f i c .  T h e  f i f t h  w a s  

h e l d  i n  1 9 8 3  i n  T u n i s  f o r  t h e  A r a b  S t a t e s ,  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  U n i o n  

R a t i o n a l e  d e s  Femmes d e  T u n i s i e .  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  

s u b j e c t  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  b y  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  b o t h  men a n d  women,  o f  

t h e  A r a b  S t a t e s  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  s i x t h  s e m i n a r  w a s  h e l d  i n  W a r s a w ,  o r g a n i z e d  

b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  J o u r n a l i s t s  ( l O J )  i n  O c t o b e r  

1 9 8 4 .  I t  m a r k e d  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r

E u r o p e  -  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h ,  E a s t  a n d  W e s t  i n c l u d i n g  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  

-  d i s c u s s e d  women a n d  m e d i a  o n  s u c h  a  w i d e  b a s i s .  T h e  s e v e n t h  

a n d  l a s t  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  w a s  h e l d  f o r  t h e  A f r i c a n  r e g i o n  o f

t h e  S u b s a h a r a  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 5 ,  o r g a n i z e d  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  b y  t h e  

A f r i c a n  T r a i n i n g  a n d  R e s e a r c h  C e n t r e  f o r  W a s e n ,  E c o n « a i c  C o m m i s s i o n  

f o r  A f r i c a .  A l l  o f  t h e  s e m i n a r s  m a d e  p l e a s  f o r  i n t e n s i f i e d  

t r a i n i n g  o f  women m e d i a  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  

n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  m a n a g e m e n t ,  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s  

o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  v i d e o ,  r a d i o ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l ,  s a t e l l i t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

a n d  p r i n t  m e d i a .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  p a i d  t o  t r a i n i n g  

i n  e l e c t r o n i c  f i e l d  p r o d u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  s o  t h a t  p r o g r a m m e s  

f o r  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  w o m e n ’ s  c o n c e r n s  a s  e q u a l  

p a r t n e r s  i n  s o c i e t y .  T h i s  w a s  r e i t e r a t e d  i n  s p e c i f i c

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  women i n  t h e  m e d i a  f o r m u l a t e d  a t  t h e  

r e c e n t  M e e t i n g  o f  E x p e r t s  o n  C o - o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  R e g i o n a l  

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  T r a i n i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n s  ( U n e s c o ,  P a r i s ,  1 9 - 2 2  A p r i l

1 9 8 3 ) .  I n  t h e  n e x t  b i e n n i u m ,  U n e s c o  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o  f i n a n c e  s u c h  

c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  l e a d i n g  r e g i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  Many o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a c t i o n  o n  women a n d  t h e  s w l i a  w e r e  p r c w u l g a t e d

d u r i n g  a n  E x p e r t  G r o u p  M e e t i n g  i n  V i e n n a  I n  1 9 8 1  o n  Women a n d

t h e  M e d i a  c o n v e n e d  b y  t h e  A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  W«z en  B r a n c h  o f  t h e

C e n t r e  f o r  S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  H u m a n i t a r i a n  A f f a i r s  (CSOHA)
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o f  t h e  UN D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E c o n o m i c  a n d  S o c i a l  A f f a i r s  

a n d  i n  w h i c h  U n e s c o  p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e .

U n e s c o  h a s  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  n u m e r o u s  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  

s e m i n a r s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  P an am a*  t h e  D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c ,  M a l a y s i a  

a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  f i n a n c e d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  women f r m n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

a  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  o n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  

a i m e d  a t  w ^ e n  w a s  h e l d  d u r i n g  1 9 8 1  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

C e n t r e  f o r  S t u d i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  S c i e n c e  a n d  T e c h n o l o g y  o f  

I n f o r m a t i o n  ( C E 5 T I )  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  D a k a r  a n d  a s s e m b l e d  

wtNsen m e d i a  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f r o m  s i x  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  A f r i c a n  

c o u n t r i e s  who n o t  o n l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  b u t  a l s o  

d i d  p r a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e s  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  v i d e o t a p e  p r o d u c t i o n .

cm t h e  r e s e a r c h  s i d e ,  U n e s c o  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  t w o  g l o b a l  r e p o r t s  

a n d  a  b<M)k o n  t h e  i m a g e  a n d  r o l e  o f  wcxsen i n  t h e  m e d i a :  " T h e

P o r t r a y a l  a n d  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  W(%*n i n  t h e  M e d i a "  b y  M a r g a r e t  

G a l l a g h e r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  & 3 u c a t i o n a l  T e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  Open 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m ;  " M a s s  M e d i a :  t h e  I m a g e ,  R o l e  a n d

S o c i a l  C o n d i t i o n s  o f  W ^ t e n "  b y  M i e k e  C e u l e m a n s  a n d  G u i d o  F a u c o n n i e r  

o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L e u v e n  a n d  t h e  b o o k  " U n e q u a l  

O p p o r t u n i t i e s :  t h e  C a s e  o f  Women a n d  M e d i a ” b y  M a r g a r e t  G a l l a g h e r .

O t h e r  s t u d i e s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  f r m a  C a n a d a ,  J a m a i c a ,  J a p a n  

a n d  S e n e g a l  o n  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  c u l t u r a l  ( m e d i a )  i n d u s t r i e s  o n  t h e  

M c i o - c u  1 t u r a  1 b e h a v i o u r  o f  w œ se n  w h i c h  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  H e l s i n k i  

a t  a n  e x { m r t  m e e t i n g  o r g a n i z e d  b y  U n e s c o  a n d  t h e  F i n n i s h  N a t i o n a l  

C o m m i s s i o n  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  e n t i t l e d  "Women 

i n  t h e  M e d i a "  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a n  e n q u i r y  o n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  w^&en 

i n  r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  f i l m  i n  f o u r  c o u n t r i e s :  A u s t r a l i a ,

C a j » d a ,  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w a s  i s s u e d  b y  U n e s c o  

i n  1 9 8 0 .

T h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  s e c t o r  o f  U n e s c o  i s  e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t



a s  “ a n y  r e c o î m n e n d a t i c n s  a s  p o s s i b l e  e m a n a t i n g  b o t h  f r o m  

I t s  own r e g i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p e r t  g r o u p s  

on women a n d  t h e  m e d i a .  : t  a l s o  p r o m o t e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v i n g  s t a t u s  w i t h  U n e s c o  

t o  “ 3 k e  t h e i r  own u n i q u e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

A r e c e n t  p r o j e c t  s u b m i s s i o n  b y  U n e s c o  t o  t h e  S w e d i s h  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  A u t h o r i t y  (SIDA} may l e a d  t o  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t r a - b u d g e t a r y  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  women a n d  

m e d i a  p r o g r a i m n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  U n e s c o  i s  s u b m i t t i n g  a

r e g i o n a l  t h r e e - y e a r  p r o : e c t  t o  t h e  M a r c h  1 9 8 5  G o v e r n i n o  C o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m m e  f o r  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  ( IPDC) f o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  a n d  

c a r e e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  women i n  A f r i c a ,  I f  a p p r o v e d ,  t h i s  

w i l l  b e  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  IPDC p r o j e c t  d e v o t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  

t o  w o m en .
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REGIONAL SEMINAR 

"WOMEN AND MEDIA DECISION-MAKING I S  THE CARIBBEAN"

K i n g s t o n ,  J a m a i c a ,  2 8 - 3 0  S e p t e m b e r  1S81

PORTRAYAL AND PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE HeV i A 

C h a l l e n g e  f o r  A c t i o n  t o  M e d i a  W o r k e r s

T h i s  s e m i n a r  u r g e s  women a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  t o  
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  p l a y e d  a n d  
t o  b e  c o n f i d e n t  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  e f f e c t  c h a n g e .

W i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a l l  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h i s  s e m i n a r  s h o u l d  r e g a r d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
a g e n t s  w i t h i n  a  n e t w o r k  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f
a d v a n c e m e n t  f o r  women i n  t h e  m e d i a .

P l e d g e  o f  S u p p o r t

T h i s  S e m i n a r  p l e d g e s  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n
B r o a d c a s t i n g  U n i o n  i n  a n y  p o s i t i v e  e f f o r t s  m a d e  t o w a r d s  
t h e  d e v e l o g e n t  a n d  e x c h a n g e  o f  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  p r o g r a m m e s  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  w h i c h  r e f l e c t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  C a r i b b e a n  
women i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .

A. To UNESCO

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  UNESCO h a s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  p r o g r a m m e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ,  d i a l o g u e
s h o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e
a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h i s  s e m i n a r  a n d  t h e  UNESCO R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  
i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1 .  S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  C a r i b b e a n
a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  men a n d  women i n  m e d i a .

2.  D e v e l o p m e n t  b y  WAND o f  t h e  Women a n d
D e v e l o p m e n t  U n i t .  M o d u l e  f o r  u s e  i n  CARIMAC
a n d  C o m m u n i c a r i b  p r o g r a m m e s .

3 .  P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  
f e l l o w s h i p s ,  e t c . ,  f o r  C a r i b b e a n  w «R sn  t o  p u r s u e  
l o n g  a n d  s h o r t - t e r m  t e c h n i c a l  c o u r s e s  a t  t h e  
a b o v e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .

4 .  T h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s e x i s t  l a n g u a g e  i n  i t s
p u b l i c a t i o n s .
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5 .  A s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  C a r i b b e a n  
W o m e n ' s  F e a t u r e s  S y n d i c a t e  (CWFSJ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  
o f  m a t e r i a l  a i m e d  a t  p r e s e n t i n g  a p o s i t i v e  
i m a g e  o f  women t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i a .

6 .  The  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  women,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  j o b  a r e a s  i n  
t h e  m e d i a .  W h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  b y  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  e f f o r t s  
s h o u l d  be  m ad e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  e x i s t i n g  
t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  i n  
o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t o  d e v i s e  
a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s .  C o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  
b y  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o n t e n t  r e l e v a n c e  a n d  w i t h
d u e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y .

7 .  S u p p o r t  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  
n a t i o n a l / r e g i o n a l  s e m i n a r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  m e d i a  women i n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

8 .  S t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
C a r i b b e a n  B r o a d c a s t i n g  U n i o n  (CBU) i n  r e s p e c t  
o f  i t s  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  f o r  Women i n
D e v e l o p m e n t .

B. TO M e d i a  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

1.  T h e  s e m i n a r  r e c o ^ e n d s  t h a t  R e g i o n a l  a n d  
N a t i o n a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
c r i t e r i a  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
t h e  m e d i a ;

( a )  M o re  a u t h e n t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  w o m e n ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l
s p h e r e s  o f  C a r i b b e a n  l i f e .

( b )  M ore  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f
women i n  s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  n e w s  
c o m m e n t a r i e s  a n d  v o i c e o v e r s  i n
c o m m e r c i a l s  a n d  d o c u m e n t a r i e s .

( c )  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e p o r t i n g  o n
t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  women t o
c o m m u n i t y  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l i f e .
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( d )  L e s s  e m p h a s i s  o n  p h y s i c a l  
a t t r i b u t e s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  o n  women.

Ce} R e m o v a l  o f  s e x i s m  I n  l a n g u a g e > 
e . g .  n e w s c a s t e r  i n s t e a d  o f  n e w s m a n ;  
a n c h o r p e r s o n  i n s t e a d  o f  a n c h o r m a n ;  
w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t e r  i n s t e a d  o f  
w e a t h e r m a n .

( f )  U s i n g  f e m a l e  t a l e n t  o f  a l l  
a g e s r  a s  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  m a l e  
t a l e n t .

(g}  W i d e n i n g  t h e  s c o p e  o f  w o m e n ' s  
p a g e s  b e y o n d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o v e r a g e  
o f  d o m e s t i c  f u n c t i o n s  a n d . w o r k i n g  
t o w a r d s  t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o
t h e  r e g u l a r  c o l u m n s  o f  t h e
n e w s p a p e r s .

( h )  S t r e s s i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p  o f  b o t h  
s e x e s  i n  t h e  home a n d  i n  t h e  
w o r k p l a c e .

( i )  A n n u a l  a w a r d s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
p o s i t i v e  a n d  c i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o s t  
n e g a t i v e  a d v e r t i s i n g  p o r t r a y a l  
o f  wo men .

( j )  E t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  i n  m e d i a
r e p o r t i n g  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  a s  t h e y  
r e l a t e  t o  w om en .

2 .  T h e  r e g i o n a l  m e d i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  
t h e  C a r i b b e a n  B r o a d c a s t i n g  U n i o n ,  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  
P u b l i s h e r s  a n d  B r o a d c a s t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  
C a r i b b e a n  P r e s s  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  CAR1 COM 
I n f o r m a t i o n  M i n i s t e r s  M e e t i n g  s h o u l d  b e  
a p p r o a c h e d  b y  t h e  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  
b y  t h i s  s e m i n a r  t o  s e e k  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  
n e x t  m e e t i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  f o r m a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  women a n d  t h e  m e d i a  
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h i s  s e m i n a r .

3 .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
b o t h  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l ,  m e d i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s h o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  p r o g r a m m e s  t o  i n f o r m  a n d  e d u c a t e  
y o u n g  women a b o u t  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  m e d i a ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h o s e  a r e a s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
h e l d  b y  m en .
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4 .  S u b j e c t i v e  b i a s e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  p r o c e s s  
s h o u l d  be  e l i m i n a t e d .  M a n a g e m e n t  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  
s h o u l d  be  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e n s i t i z e  m a n a g e r s  a b o u t  
f a i r  e m p l o y m e n t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  women.

5 .  The a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  w o m e n , 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  j o b  a r e a s  i n  
t h e  m e d i a .  W h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  by d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  e f f o r t s  
s h o u l d  be  made  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  e x i s t i n g  
t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  i n  
o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t o  d e v i s e  
a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s .  C o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  
b y  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  
on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o n t e n t  r e l e v a n c e  a n d  w i t h  
d u e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g y .

6 .  M e d ia  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d  i n s t i t u t e  i n -  
s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  i n  s u p e r v i s o r y ,  t e c h n i c a l  
a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  s k i l l s  o n  a n  o n - g o i n g  b a s i s  
t o  p r e p a r e  women i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  p r o m o t i o n  
a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

7 .  I n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  women a n d  men t o  r e c e i v e  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  f e l l o w s h i p s ,  
r e s e a r c h  g r a n t s ,  e t c .

8 .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  t e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  
w h i c h  m i g h t  b e  e m b o d i e d  i n  l a b o u r  c o n t r a c t s ,  
m e d i a  h o u s e s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  p e r s o n n e l  
p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d e  a  p e r i o d i c  e v a l u a t i o n  s y s t e m  
s o  t h a t  p r o m o t i o n  i s  e f f e c t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  
o f  m e r i t .

9 .  Where  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  f r u s t r a t e  m o b i l i t y ,  m e d i a  h o u s e s  
s h o u l d  s e e k  t o  w i d e n  c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
women a n d  men a n d ,  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  c r e a t e  
s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  w h i c h  c o u l d  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  s k i l l s .

1 0 -  M e d ia  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  women who w o r k  
s s  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  c l e r k s ,  p r o d u c t i o n  a s s i s t a n t s ,  
o p e r a t o r s ,  e t c .  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  d e v e l o p  o t h e r  
c r e a t i v e  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  f o r  a d v a n c e m e n t  
w i t h i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

1 1 .  M e d i a  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  m e d i a  
w o r k e r s  i s  h u m a n e  a n d  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  p o s i t i v e  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  s u c h  a r e a s  a s  :
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( a  j H e a l t h  c a r e .

( b) P e n s i o n  s c h e m e s ;

( c ) S a f e t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y .

( d) L i g h t w e i g h t ,  p o r t a b l e e q u i p m e n t .

{e ) P r o v i s i o n  o f  d a y  c a r e f a c i l i t i e s .

I f )
a n d

P r o v i s i o n  o f  c a n t e e n  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e l l  e q u i p p e d  r e s t r o o m s .

1 2 .  T h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  M e d i a  B o a r d s  i n  b o t h  p u b l i c  
a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d :

( a )  I n c l u d e  a  f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  
w o m e n .

[ b )  I n c i u a e  p e r s o n s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  m e d i a  i s s u e s  
a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  m e d i a  w o r k e r ^ .

1 3 .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o u t l i n e d  i n  B . l  a b o v e ,
e v e r y  m e d i u m  i n  e a c h  t e r r i t o r y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s c r e e n i n g  
p r o c e s s  f o r  v i e w i n g  a u d i o  v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f o r e i g n  m a t e r i a l  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  a t  v a r i a n c e  
w i t h  w o m e n ' s  s t a t e d  d e s i r e  t o  h a v e  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  
a n d  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  r o l e s  p r o j e c t e d .  Women s h o u l d
b e  f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  s u c h  s c r e e n i n g  c o s a n i t t e s s .

1 4 .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  m e d i a  
a r e  u r b a n - o r i e n t e d  a n d  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  t h e  r u r a l  woman i n  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  o f t e n  
o v e r l o o k e d ,  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o
t h e  a c c e s s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  women i n  t h e
m e d i a . T h e  s e m i n a r  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t :

( a  ) t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r a d i o  i n  r u r a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  d e v e l o p  
a n d  r e - o r d e r  n o n - f o r m a l  e d u c a t i o n  b e
r e c o g n i z e d  ;

( b )  t h e  u s e  o f  i t d i o  a s  a m e a n s  o f  o f f e r i n g  
l e a r n i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  t o  wo men ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  a c q u i r e  m a r k e t a b l e  
s k i l l s  s h o u l d  b e  e x p a n d e d ;

( c )  G o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l
d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e  a
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c o m p o n e n t  f o r  r u r a l  w omen .
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b u d g e t s  d e v o t e d  t o  f o r e i g n  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s h o u l d  move
p r o m p t l y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l  
b y :

t a )  i n t r o d u c i n g  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l ;

(b )  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  
e x c h a n g e  o f  r e g i o n a l  p r o d u c t s .

8 .  G o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  women 
a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
p o l i c y ,

9 .  G o v e r n m e n t ' s  a t t e n t i o n  i s  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  n e e d
f o r  r e v i s i o n  a n d  h a r m o n i z a t i o n  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  m e d i a ,  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  c o p y r i g h t  
a n d  c i n e m a t o g r a p h y  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  
w o m e n .

1 0 .  G o v e r n m e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  r e l e v a n t  a g e n c i e s  s u c h
a s  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o u n c i l s ,  I n f o r m a t i o n  M i n i s t r i e s ,  
W o m en ' s  B u r e a u x ,  C i n e m a t o g r a p h i c  A u t h o r i t i e s ,  e t c . ,  
s h o u l d :

( a )  m o n i t o r  t h e  s t y l e  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  
a d v e r t i s i n g  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  
o f  w om en ;

l b )  t a k e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
t h i s  p o r t r a y a l  i s  p o s i t i v e .

1 1 .  T h i s  s e m i n a r  r e c o g n i z e s  a n d  e n d o r s e s  t h e  w o r k  
b e i n g  d o n e  b y  WAND i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  CXC 
a n d  P r i m a r y  E d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l a  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  women t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  
i s  a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d .  G o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  u r g e d  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,

1 2 .  G o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  W o m e n ' s  D e s k s / B u r e a u x ,  
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  w i d e s t  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  r e l e v a n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a l l  w o m e n .

K , To W o m e n ' s  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

1 ,  W o m en ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d  c o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  
women i n  t h e  m ec . i c  a n d  W o m e n ' s  D e s k s / B u r e a u x  t o  
g e n e r a t e  d e b a t e  a n d  e f f e c t  c h a n g e  a t  n a t i o n a l  a n d  
r e g i o n s  l e v e l s  o n  t h e  s t a t u s  a n d  i m a g e  o f  w omen .
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C .  T o  Women i n  M e d i a  a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  M e d i a  W o r k e r s

1 .  Due t o  i n e q u a l i t i e s  a n d  a n o m a l i e s  o f  s a l a r i e s  
a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  a s  b e t w e e n  i i en  a n d  women i n  c n c  m e d i a ,  
b e t w e e n  m e d i a  w o r k e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  b e t w e e n  l e v e l s ,  
o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  m e d i a , m e d i a  w o r k e r s  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
r e s e a r c h  a n d  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  CARIMAC 
a n d  n a t i o n a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  u n i t s ,  s h o u l d  c o l l e c t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s a l a r i e s  a n d  a n o m a l i e s  
t o  f o r m  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a r r i v i n g  a t  a  s c a l e  o f  
r e m u n e r a t i o n  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a l l  j o b  c a t e g o r i e s .

D. To t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s

1 .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h r o u g h  CAHIMAC, s h o u l d  u n d e r t a k e  t o  c o m m i s s i o n ,  
f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s ;

( a )  a t t i t u d i n a l  r e s e a r c h  b o t h  a m o n g  m e d i a  
w o r k e r s  a n d  c o n s u m e r s  t o w a r d s  t h e  p r o t r a y a l  
a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  women i n  t h e  m e d i a ;

( b )  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  m e d i a  m e s s a g e s  o n  women 
a n d  c h i l d r e n ;

t c )  how t h e  m e d i a  c a n  a s s i s t  i n  s o l v i n g  
p r o b l e m s  i n  w o m e n ' s  l i v e s ,  f a m i l y  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
c h i l d r e n :

î d î  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  
t o  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g  
i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n ;

( e )  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
o f  m e d i a  w o r k e r s ,  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  s a l a r y  
a n o m a l i e s ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  C . l  a b o v e .

2 .  T h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W e s t  I n d i e s ,  t h r o u g h  WAND, 
s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  t h e  S t e e r i n g  
C o m m i t t e e .

3 .  T h e  s e m i n a r  e n d o r s e s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  
o n  Women i n  D e v e l o p m e n t  i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  m o d u l e  
b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  b y  WAND, i ^  t h e  t r a i n i n g
p r o g r a m m e s  f o r  m e d i a  w o r k e r s  a t  CARIMAC a n d  
C o m m u n i c a r i b .
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E. To G o v e r n m e n t s

1 .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  women e n t e r i n g  t h e  j o b  m a r k e t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m e d i a ,  a r e  a t  a d i s a d v a n t a g e  i n
e x e r c i s i n g  c a r e e r  o p t i o n s  b e c a u s e  o f t e n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
s y s t e m  a s  s t r u c t u r e d  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  i n s t r u c t i o n  
f o r  women i n  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  a r e a s ,  e . g .  t e c h n i c a l  
s u b j e c t s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d e f i n i t e  n e e d  f o r  s c h o o l s  t o  
e n c o u r a g e  an d  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e  f o r  y o u n g  women t o
r e c e i v e  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  e q u i p  t h e m  f o r
a  w i d e r  j o b  m a r k e t .

2 .  S u b j e c t i v e  b i a s e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w i n g  p r o c e s s  
s h o u l d  b e  e l i m i n a t e d .  M a n a g e m e n t  t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s  
s h o u l d  b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  s e n s i t i z e  m a n a g e r s  a b o u t  f a i r
e m p l o y a i e n t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  women.

3 .  T h e  a c c e l e r a t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  f o r  w om en ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  j o b  a r e a s  i n  t h e  m e d i a .  W h i l e
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  b y  d e v e l o p e d  
c o u n t r i e s ,  e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  b e  m ad e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  
o f  e x i s t i n g  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a n d  
i n  o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t o  d e v i s e  a d d i t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e s .  C o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  b y  d e v e l o p e d  
c o u n t r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o n t e n t  
r e l e v a n c e  a n d  w i t h  d u e  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t e c h n o l o g y .

4 .  S u p p o r t  a n d  p o s s i b l e  f i n a n c i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l / r e g i o n a l  
s e m i n a r s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  m e d i a  women 
i n  d e v e l o p m e n t .

5 .  G o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
women a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  m a j o r
r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  C a r i b b e a n
D e v e l o p m e n t  Ban k  ( C B D ) , C A & i œ H ,  C a r i b b e a n  C e n t r e  
f o r  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  (CARICAD), C a r i b b e a n  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n s t i t u t e  
t C A R D I ) ,  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a s s
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  (CARIMAC).

6 .  T h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  M e d i a  B o a r d s  i n  b o t h  p u b l i c
a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d :

( a )  i n c l u d e  a  f a i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  w omen ;  a n d
( b )  i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  m e d i a  i s s u e s  
a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  m e d i a  w o r k e r s .

7 .  M i n i s t e r s  o f  I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  s h o u l d
r e c o g n i z e  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m e d i a
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2 .  Women' « o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n s u m e r s '  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  s h o u l d  m o n i t o r  a n d  l o b b y  a d v e r t i s i n g  
a g e n c i e s  t o  r e f l e c t  a  p o s i t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  women.

3 .  R u r a l  women a n d  t h e  m e d i a .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  m e d i a  a r e  u r b a n - o r i e n t e d  a n d  

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  r u r a l  woman
i n  n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d ,  s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  a c c e s s  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  r u r a l  wt x ten  i n  t h e  m e d i a .
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1. eommiCATioii p o lic t

l . l  B r itf ly  4*ferib t the itru c tu re  of c«m asic*tien policy io your cow try  
i . e .  M hetv*es privete coapeoi#» «ah goreraawat-controlled or -ipoeeored » d i» .  
M ew# Isd icftte  fo r which type* of modi**.

1 . 2  Eftv* *ay epecifle pelicie* «ed guideline# been etopted requiring medin 
to promote the odm ceaeot of women, io paxticulnr woaws'* equel partic ipntieo  
both ## ngcsti mod w hescfieierie*  -  in n il  tectore nod nt e l l  level# of 
development proce.iT y .,  /% %  s ia c . 19 -  So /ZJ
I f  ye*, plcene epeoify

1 .2 .1  At whet le v e l;  C evenm cstnl /  7 ;  S ^-^fvem m eotn l / ]
by vkrieus type# o f  Nedin themnelve#

1 .2 .2  Aren o f medin nddrenned: e x t e n t  /  / ;  o r ^ i n e t i o o  /  / ;
emplcyeeot /  f  ; promotion /  / ;

1 .2 .3  S p ec ific  con ten t;

1 .2 .1  Neneure# fo r i t s  re in  forcement:

1 ,2 .9  Snckgmuod o f i t #  fo n su ln tio o ;

1 .3  I f  no ^ l i e i e # ,  gu ide line#  o r  meneur*# c » # t  ns ye t for  v y iou# type# of 
medin, ere they  ploanedt Te# /  1 So /  /
I f  y e s , how mod wb«T

l .h  In tW  foim ulntioe end im pleneatM ice o f  s p e c if ic  p o lie ie #  o r  gu ideline#  
r tq u ir if tf  medin to  promote the  ndwmncement o f women where t here mnjor o h s tncle# 
caeemktered? Ten t  /  So / ~  /
I f  y e s ,  pienee

-  id e n tify  nod l i s t  tWm by o rd e r o f deerensisg  importence
-  l i s t  thon* which hnve been overcome » d  b r ie f ly  describe  me enure* 

f n c i l i tn t in g  succès# in  t h i s  resp ec t
-  l i s t  those  which re  w in  or ere l ih e ly  to  emerge in  tW  fn tu re  nod 

in d iente strstegies/m snnurT S c n v isn ^ d  fo r  th e i r  re so lu tio n .

e Medin in  t h i s  qwst^oooeir* w ill  include i a tc r s l i s  Bevspnpcr*. m d io , te lev isim ; 
film  productioa , video production, joum nls sad other p re ss , sowd recording,

■ - ( , I ■ ' J



2. tcpuk «amoFT

2.1 Eftv« KDjr « c i t a t i f i e  t tu d ie t  tsd tr ta k c a  œ  toav vcmb eosoonly
p o r t n ^ 4  by th« media, lo c lad ia#  i s  a d v e r t is is f  aad i s  t e n b o o ktT

Yea /  /  So / __
I f  yea, p leaae same aoat o f the a ig a if ic a n t a tud iea  ( i f  p o aa ib lt a ttack  
auaaary o f f is d is g a ) .

2,2  Sov do t k  diaccrseA  ia s i^ a  r e la te  to  d ^ ia a s t  a ^ i a l  ro le i  aad valx*aT 
Baa th e re  bees asy cbaaipr a isce  19T5 o f tW ae media ima&ea?___________ __
I f  yea, vtat k lsd ?   ̂ ^ ^

2 .3  Baa asy a sa ly a ia  beea made o f  the r o l t t  aad fu ac tiao a  o f  th e f t a ig iae 
yraaa and f e û a io e  prograaaea os te lev ie o  aad ra d ie f  Yea l ~'  1 No I /
I f  yea. p lease  provide aiamuyy o f f is d is f a

3. PgLOYKBTT Cy WOKEN BY MEDIA oacagllATKBtS: KSCHtflPffiNT. PROfOTK». TRAIN3G

3.1 Bas th e re  been as ise rea se  i s  the  Dumber o f v v s a  eecupy isf acs io r dee la iec - 
makisB p o a i t io o i  in  major media o rg a s ita tio n a  v i tb i s  tb c  l as% t ea v*my#

Yea / _ _ 7  Bo I 7
I f  yea, p lease provide the  foU owisg is fo m a tiim :

Name of Major Media 
O rgasisa tioes

lye* Year Senior Décision 
Kahisc P osit ions

T o tal Ken Women

a. 1975
1983

b. 1975
1983

e. 1975
1983

d. 1975
1983

1

3.2 Do vmaes p a r t ic ip a te  i s  e d i to r ia l  mod maaacrmeat p o s itio o a  i s  the  geserally
’’aasc ttliae"  B agasiacs, e .g . a c ie se e , technology, ecomomicat___

Yea / 7  Bo / 7
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S u# of Ksla- M sssii««. im . E ditersI mad ItertmsetHBt P e titie n t f
(F ield :

• e ie s e t ,  tecbmolesy 
*coBO«iei)

Toi ml Mes WosesC)

s. 1975
( f ie ld : 5 1983

b. 1975
( f ie ld : ) 1983

e. 1975
( f ie ld : ) 1983

d. 1975
( f ie ld : } 1983

t») specify STM of ntpeati’̂ ilixyt
3 ) S*v« th*M tw o  «Bjr •pociol proftiiiBoiJ, trs ia ia s  eoorot» ■xeliuivtly for 
voaoB workiBf is  tbe so dis? %# /  7 io

I t  f t ,  p l t s n  opeoify v ts t kisd of eourwc {li»t th* oubjocto) n d  for vhst 
estotory of w s t

S.fc SN tl» f*  fsm&l* « t^ io7»s« is  tb s d lf f s js a t  e s tu e e d s s  U .* . ta w tC .
c u l tu n ,  boM mod fmmhi«} mad 2«v«la o f ncdim «mloymmstf

ïmm /% 7  Is  / Z 7
It y»«. pirns#* provid* tb« fo llov ia#  iofersm tiea or brim flp temerlb* c b t tc t t  
•Ise* 1975.

Csteeories o f  Medim 7c s r Ite lo y ee t
Sesior lo ee l Other Levels

Tot ml &E T.otsl_ &2j Vosee

e. 1975

1963

b. 1975

1963

e.

T*T—B rrrt— :------T.r ------- =----

1975

1983



3 5 Sow do t x i t t l s c  rtcrvitBCDi yolieio#  oad e r i t t r i o  for srooo tioo  a f f tc t  th t  
*m ploy#ot o f  voooe v itb in  oodio o r c u i ta t i e o s ?  Arc th e re  coec if ic  po l i c i c i  
a sd /o r c r i t e r i a  fo r proootieo o f wœco? Tea /  /  So /  1
I f  af% T*otiv* ac tioo  u tcd! T ti /  /  So
I f  y c f , pXcMC apceifÿ :

3.6 Sao aoy rcacareb ecoccroing v o w s 'a  s ro fc a a io sa l o p p o rtm itic *  io  media
w g ao ifa tim i#  beea c a r r ie d  out f l u e  I933T ___  ___

Tea / % /  So / % /
I f  yoo, OB what a p ae tf te  «ob îJtfta fflcase  a tta c h  rep o rta  i f  aw ailah ie , o r b r ie f  
• tan a iy  o f  f lo d ia g f .

3.7 Save asy p ro feaa iooal group# or aaeocia ti«»a o f voaee la  th e med ia  beep 
fo m td  f ia  CO 1973? Tea /  i  So
I f  y ea , vhat a r t  t h e i r  objectiw eal

Are voaas adm itted to  general groupa o f  a sao c ia tio o a  o f  media  profeaaio o a l#?
Tea So /  7

I f  D O ,  v f a a t  d iff tre n e c a  e x ia t?

3.8 Is  th e  procaoticB o f a ^ o y m a s t o f veoeo by media orgeBi a a t i opa. were th e re  
major o batac les toceuo tered î Tea /  /  So /  /
I f  y ea , p leaae

-  i t e s t i f y  and l i f t  them by order o f  deereasi&g importaoee
-  l i f t  tbeae which have been overcome and b r ie f ly  daacribe am am urea 

f a e i l i t a t i s f  aueccea ia  th ia  respect
-  l i s t  those which rcmaim or a r t  l ih e ly  to  emerge is  th e  fu tu re  sod 

is d ie a te  strategies/m eam urea eseisaged  fo r  t h e i r  re so lu tio o .
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h. AlfPKAMVZ MEDIA m> .̂ ÎTVOWS

b .l  Vbftt u |u iB t s / j o u r « » I f  for vœ cs v t r t  publ&tbtd f re a  1915 to  1983? Plow* 
f iv t  t i t l e #  w d ttt& eb copie* i f  k v a i le t le .

b 2 Vhet ro le  doe* the f c a ia is t  p r t t*  ploy ia  the  t r e f t t a n t  o f  v saea '*  iw oeiT  

a*re f e a i a i i t  p u h U tb ia f houM* Wen ee to h liih ed  i s  your ean t r i * »? ___
To. C I 7  /  /

Pic w e da«eriOc t t e l r  objective* mod vsrh .

b.3 Vbet M w u re t e x i i t  or could be i s s t i t u te d  to  promote th e  w ee** aad 
p o rtic ip e tio o  o f  voaes in  r e le t ia s  to  tbc  medim?

b.b E*ve cay itfo rm etioo  actvorh* e a o c c n is f  v e a c s 't  i# * w * beea ** teb li*bed
• ise e  1975? ** /  f  i o  C U
i r  ye*, b r ie f ly  describe i t*  s tru c tu re  end o p e rs tio se l e e t i v i t i e s .

5, VONI»*g j^OdilIAÎIOiS

5.1 Are tJWrc v c M a 't froup* /o r# ea lte tio o *  ac tiv e  is  the  f ie ld  o f  media sad 
coasw ica tio o  o e tiv tt io *  to  promote the p a r tic ip a tio n  o f  ia  soci a l , aeooomic
asd p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv i t i e s t  Ye* /  /  So /  f
I f  ye* , p lease aame the major ernes:

5,2 Are th e re  p e r io d ic a ls , neve b u U e t i s s ,  e tc .  p u b liaW d by th ese  vomes'* groups/ 
o r f iB ita t i« js ?  ïe s  /  7  So C U
I f  yes, p lease l i s t  them aod in d ic a te  th e  date o f th e i r  fouadatlom .

5.3 Do vomeo's groups/orgaaixatioo* have reg u la r  access  to  aevspaper s / r a d iof  
te le v is lo o  to  a i r  th e i r  cœ icerasî Ye*/ I  Siac# 19— So /  /
I f  yea, p lease  specify hov or i s  vhat vsy.



6 . iyTEHSAT:CaiAl COOPERATION

6 .1  Wbtt c a o ^ r k t i o c  v i t  » » > ittk a c «  bav* been «ought mod r t c t i v v â  from th e  
U nited  R&tioa# A g tn e ie t io  th e  t r e a  o f woBeo mad c ia m w ic a t:a o  ! F lew *  gtv* 
oam* o f  A geecie i mod ) o f  c o o p é râ tio o /a a ii i tm a e #  r e c e iv e d :

6 .2  I f  BO luch  amai«ta&ce h a re  beea re c e iv e d  io  th e  , i i  i t  d e a ir a b le
to  re c e iv e  aoae i s  th e  fu tu re ?  Tea /  /  Vo / ___ /
I f  y e a ,  p le aae  e p e e ify  io  v h a t fg r»  aad in d ic a te  v h a t abouid  be th e  p r i o r i t y  
a re a s  o f  vorh  ( r e a c a re h  and o p e ra t io n a l )  o f  th e  U n ited  S a tio c a  U rg an iaa tio o a  
( in c lu d in g  th e  a p e c ia l i t e d  a g c n c ic i )  in  th i a  a rea?

^ ,3  Are th e re  j o u m a l i a t a  in  your c o œ tr y  a s s o c ia te d  v i t b  th e  UVESC0/U3F?d 
A frican  V ta e o 't  f e a tu r e s  S e rv ic e ?  Tea /  /  Mo /  /
I f  n o t , vou ld  you be i n t e r e s t e d  in  le a rn in g  more abou t i t ?  ___ ___

I t .  / _ _ /  MO / _ J
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SUWARY OF PROGRAWE ACTIVITIES FOR 1990

PRODUCTION i  DISTRIBUTION OF BROCHURES (2,000)
Stickers  (5,000) information oackaqes 
VISUAL EXHIBITION

WORKSHOPS & PRESENTATIONS {18}

PANEL DISCUSSIONS
f€DIA APPEARANCES ON radio & TV (5)
LOBBYING
WRITING ARTICLES FOR PUBLICATION IN NATIONAL/REGIONAL JOURNALS
%CUMENTING/mNlTORING MEDIA/PRESS

A: RESEARCH AND PRODUCTION OF INFORMATION MATERIALS

A-1. VISUAL EXHIBIT!ON :
t h i s  was upgrs^üî^with the a c qu i s i t ion  o f  d isp la y  boards and w d i a /  
ad v e r t i s in g  m a te r ia l .  Display now Includes 12 la rge  boards: 
used a t  a l l  our pub lic education even ts .

A-2. BROCHURE ON WOMEN'S MEDIA WATCH was produced (2,000) In 
c o l l a b o ra t io n  with graphic a r t i s t  Kbala, a long-t ime male 
suppor te r  o f  WMW.

A-3 5 . 000 Message Stickers  : “REAL MEN DON'T ABUSE WOMEN"
and

•'NUFF RESPECT TO WOMAN EVERYTIME!"

A-4, MEDIA CLIPPINGS fo r  documentation continued al thouoh not as 
svstiHwTTcalTv or co n s i s t e n t ly  as we would wish,
MEDIA ARTICLES AND RESEARCH ARTICLES from overseas a lso  Gathered,  
Xeroxed, and from a l l  these INFORMATION PACKAGES were assembled 
from time to t in» .

A-5. ARTICLES on the toolcs of  media portrayal  of  women, violence 
aga in s t  women, women S hea l th  (and the media) were w r i t t e n  and 
publ ished .

A-6. THE NATIONAL SURVEY OK ATTITUDES towards the media 's  portraya l  
o f  women:
We i d e n t i f i e d  a surveyor (from Dept, of  Sociology,  Universi ty 
o f  the West Indies)  & worked ou t  the parameters of  the survey 
and survey sample.



B. PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

B-1 COLLABORATION WITH WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS.

We expanded our co l l a b o ra t io n ,  responding to many more organizat ions 
n a t iona l ly  and r eg iona l ly ,  who took the i n i t i a t i v e  to con tact  us. Eg:

- Cosmiittee for  the DevelopTOnt o f  Women (St .  Vincent)

- Belize Wonwn against  violence 
* Women's Centre (West Berl in)
- Caribbean Association fo r  Feminist Research and Action (CâFRA)
- TEENS IN ACTION (Kingston)
- AWOJA (Associat ion o f  Women's Orgs. in Jamaica] - we wer^ ac t ive  

on the Education Committee and the Membership Committee.
- WOMAN INC/CRISIS CENTRE - j o i n t l y  lead with WMW, a public discussion

on Women & Rape, July 1990.
- WMW invi ted  by WOMAN INC. to be on panel on "Women & Photography -

Pornography or Art?" - October 1990.
- WOMAN'S BUREAU: WMW conducted 2 drama-in-ed presentat ion/workshops

for  2 maior Bureau events around ÎWD in March;
(a) Image of  women in the media ( a t  a ru ra l  Training Seminar
(b) Woiwn in p o l i t i c s  (publi c event in Kingston )

8 2. DISSEMINATION OF MATERIALS

'  BROCHURES & STICKERS d i s t r i b u t e d  to
85 Media persons ( j o u r n a l i s t s , e d i t o r s ,  radio/TV h o s t s ,  

programme d i r e c t o r s . , . )
36 Pr iva te  p u b l i c - r e l a t i o n s / a d v e r t i s i n g  companies

120 woren's organ izat ions  and in d iv id u a l s ,  ru ra l  & urban,  as 
well as r eg iona l ly .

3 urban po l ice  youth groups.

In addi t ion thousands o f  s t i c k e r s  were d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  public 
events and workshoos.

- "NO TO SEXUAL VIOLENCE" bookle t ;  co l labora ted  with SISTREN RESEARCH 
on the use and d i s t r i b u t i o n .

- PREPARED ARTICLES fo r  P u b l i c a t io n  i n : -

CAFRA NEWS (REGIONAL/INTERNATIONAL)
SISTREN NEWS MAGAZINE (na tional  focus,  some r e q i o n a l / i n t e r n a t i o n a l ) 
PEOPLE MAGAZINE (n a t i o n a l ,  r eg iona l ) .
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B-3 LINKS WITH MEDIA
We fur thered l inks  with media personnel ,  Increasing the media mailing 
l i s t ,  with p e r s i s t e n t  mail and personal con tac t ,  keeping them infornted of 
WMW a c t i v i t i e s  and sharing material  with them on the issues of  media 
por trayal  o f  women and violence against  women. We rece ived  increasing 
support from concerned m d i a  oersons in pub l ic i s ing  our oublie events ,  
and rece ived In v i t a t io n s  to discuss the issues on radio/TV talk  shows.

DIALOGUE WITH POLICY MAKERS i n i t i a t e d  in 1988-89: we maintained 
con tac t  with orograavne d i r e c to r s  a t  JBC-T.V, (na t ional  t e lev is io n )  and 
with the a d v e r t i s e r s  Associat ion o f  Ja .  we p a r t i c ip a t e d  in a Public Forum 
of  the Press Associat ion of  Jamaica (D ec . '90) a t  which o u r  in tervent ion 
focussed on the media's t reatment of  women and i t s  tendency to 
s e n s a t io n a l iz e  /  t r i v i a l i z e  repor ts  of  violence aga in s t  women and chi ldren 
in p a r t i c u l a r .

He continued to  respond to Issues ra ised  in the media (mostly press) 
al though our monthly t a rg e t  was not  met.

B-4 INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY MARCH 8:

We d i s t r i b u t e d  thousands of  message s t i c k e r s ,  conducted 3 workshops in 
co l labo ra t ion  with the 'Wonen'S Bureau and the Kingston Jaycees end 
p a r t i c ip a t e d  in panel d iscuss ions .

B-5 NOVEMBER 25 : INTERNATIONAL DAY AGAINST VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN:

Over a 4 week oeriod we

D irec to r ,  Government Honan's Bureau 
Jamaica Broadcast ing Commission

- Held 3 rap sessions  with Police Youth Groups
-  Conducted workshops with:  Hope United Church Youth Group

Univers i ty  students  
Social Workers F r a te rn i ty

- P a r t i c ip a t e d  in 2 rad io -c a l l  in proqrenmes h igh l igh t ing  the issue of  
women and v io lence  (broadcas t  n a t io n a l ly )

- P a r t i c ip a t e d  in the Associat ion o f  Women's Organizat ions in Jamaica 
press conference,

-P a r t i c ip a t e d  in  the Horen's Bureau Forum aimed a^ in v o lv im  men in 
developing s t r a t e g i e s  to counterac t  violence and id e n t i fy  the socia l  
causes of  the problem.
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B.5 con t ’d. - Ran s one-month s e l f -de fence  course fo r  women in
assoc ia t ion  with H.I .Kara te school .

- Conducted a oublie video screening & Discussion around the 
topics o f  ch i ld  abuse and sexual violence.

B! 6 TARGET GROUPS REACHED

We widened the scope o f  t a rg e t  groups to include coiranunitv 
based youth groups,  t e acher  t r a in in g  co l leges  and the 
po lice force as well as women’s organ izat ions  and school 
s tuden ts .  These groups were represen ted  a t  our workshoos 
and pub lic video screenings and d iscuss ion .

In a f ace - to - face  manner a t  workshops e t c .  we reached 
approximately 850 persons.

Other of  our a c t i v i t i e s  were conducted a t  a na t ional  level 
reaching many thousands ( e .g .  Radio/TV a c t i v i t i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  
in p r e s s / j o u r n a l s ) .

C, 1 TRAINING ( i n t e r n a l )

He had one sess ion  with a resource  person s k i l l e d  in public 
speaking.  While we recognize th i s  i s  very u s e fu l ,  we 
need more such se s s ions .

C.2, LOCATION/INFRASTRUCTURE

Office premises were ren ted a t  21 Roosevelt Ave. , Kingston 5.
(one room with access to  bathroom). The bas ic equipment |
acquired through purchase and donation inc luded : -  |

- 1 x 4 -  drawer F i l in g  Cabinet I
- 1 - Table (donated) |

1 E l e c t r i c  ty pew r i te r  (2nd hand |

A telephone was a lso  made ava i lab le  to  the o f f i c e ,  |
con t r ibu ted  by the Residents o f  the premises where we ;
ren t  the space.  |

C-3 PERSONNEL I

Mrs. Pearl Cunningham provided par t - t im e  s e c r e t a r i a l  
s e rv ice s .  Much o f  the s e c r e t a r i a l  work was s t i l l  done 
v o lu n ta r i ly  eg:  publi c  r e l a t i o n s  fo r  pub li c  even ts ,  
correspondence,  m ail ing ,  minuting,  maintenance of  the o f f i c e .

All progranvne work by Hotoh' s Media Watch i s  done on a 
voluntary bas is  by the 10 Members.

- workshop p repara t ion  and f a c i l i t a t i o n
- t a l k s ,  p resen ta t ions
- research  and documentation
- production o f  mate r ia ls

- lobbying.
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C-4. MEETINGS

Regular  n in th ly  næetings A%re held throuoh the yea r ,  and 
records kept .  Additional  planning se s s ions ,  meetings were 
held as necessary to prepare for  workshops. Average 
dura t ion  was three hours.

0. EWLUATjp_N

0 - lA We were able to car ry through nearly  a l l  planned a c t i v i t i e s  as
s e t  ou t  in the Pro ject  Prooosal f o r  1989-91.

In the area o f  workshops/presentat ions we did more than 
planned.  However we only managed to reach rural  wotoh on a
f a c e - t o - f a c e  basis  a t  2 workshops, although our work through
na t iona l  media was qu i te  far - reach ing .

We were c o n s i s te n t  in having our monthly meetings.
The ren ta l  of  a room where we could gather  records and mater ia ls  
and meet r eg u la r ly  was of  some a s s is tance .
The uograding of  one visual  exh ib i t ion  enabled us to do 
r eg u la r  d i s p la y s .  The production and d i s t r i b u t io n  of the 
BROCHURE enabled us to  int roduce ( to  a very wide public)

(a)  WiW aims and a c t i v i t i e s
(b) Why/how to  m n i t o r  the i%dia.
(c)  the poss ib le  l in k  to v io lence.
(d) possib le  ac t ion  to take a t  individual  and group l e v e l

We conso l ida ted  l inks  w i th ,  and suoport  from, persons in the 
media and/or using the red ia  who consulted us to obtain WiW 
viewpoints  and /or Information on numerous occasions,  e spe c i a l l y  
a t  Î.W.O. or  for Noventer 25 a c t i v i t i e s .  We opened dialogue 
with a few more persons in decision-making oos i t ions r  WMW work 

was p ivota l  in keeping public d iscuss ion  going on the topic o f  violence 
a g a in s t  women. We received regu la r  in v i t a t io n s  to soeak on 
r a d io ,  a t  consajnity even ts ,  and a t  womo' s meetings.

Regional contac ts  were improved by correspondence and by 
D u b l ish ing  a r t i c l e s ,
Students  inc re as ing ly  approached us for  information on research 
p ro je c t s  on the topic -
A couple o f  .years ago the issue was not one fo r  such major  
public  I n t e r e s t .

Both the D irec to r  of  Woman’s Bureau and the M in is te r  responsible 
fo r  women's a f f a i r s ,  r e g u la r ly  c i t e  WMW work at  public events .
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On s number of  occasions we received conrnents such a s : -

"You Wl% people show up everywhere"

" . . . . O n l y  8-10 Of you? We qot the Impression tha t  
you were a big o r g a n i z a t i o n . . . . "

"WfW always has good points  to make. . ."

Two women, both ac t ive  in co iminitv  af fa i r s /wonæn 's movement, 
independently,  made the remark th a t  "seems to have a 
c l e a r e r /b u s i e r  programme than most women's o rgan iza t ion  out there"

Two very big comnanies have re-considered t h e i r  adver t i s ing  
a f t e r  our lobbying and then dia loguing with them.

All o f  the above leads us to  be l ieve  th a t  has had a pos i t ive  
impact not j u s t  among the women’s organiza t ions  but  a t  a 
nat ional  l e v e l .

Amongst the VfîiW members we have a considerable  assortment of 
s k i l l s  which mans th a t  public  speaking,  workshop design,  
w r i t i n g ,  graphics and des ign ,  public r e l a t i o n s ,  accounting 
can a l l  be done to a high leve l  of  prof ic iency  from within our 
small membership. While t h i s  saves on c o s t s , i t  does nean 
we are o f ten  over-extended in te rns  of  work hours!!

0-2.  PROBLEMS FACED

Members of WfW are oersons al ready involved in much community 
work on too o f  da i ly  jobs so t h a t  TIME AVAILABLE f o r  programme 
work is  l im i t e d .  We now get  m r e  requests  than we can 
comfortab' 'y accommodate.

We lack the f inanc ia l  resources to provide e f f i c i e n t ,  s k i l l e d  
support s e r v i c e s .  We i d e n t i f i e d  the need fo r  a p a r t - t im e  
research  a s s i s t a n t  with some adm in is t ra t ive  s k i l l s ,  but  we have 
only been able to take on very par t - t ime  s e c r e t a r i a l  a s s i s tance .

There i s  lack o f  support  in the educational  system fo r  addressing 
issues  l i k e  t h i s ;  we th e re fo re  see our school-or ien ted  work 
as important .

Our dialogue has been with j o u r n a l i s t s  and media pe r so n s , but 
i t  is  harder  to reach and a f f e c t  decision-makers a t  media houses.

The National Media Policy has been in a s t a t e  of  f lux  - regional 
radio s t a t i o n s  have been d ivested  to  p r iva te  e n t e rp r i s e s  which 
can 'do t h e i r  own thing*.  This ooses fu r th e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in 
reaching po licy  makers.
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0-3 CONCLUSIONS - THE FUTURE 1992 ON

We need t r a i n in g  for  menters  i n t e r n a l l y ,  e s p e c i a l ly  in the 
area of  public speaking and workshop f a c i l i t a t i o n .

Our public education programme wil l  continue a t  several  le ve ls .  
Theroutreach orogramm wil l  continue to use p a r t i c ip a to ry  and 
and non-formal methods which have proved popular  and e f f e c t iv e .

We win continue to  s trengthen our co l labora t ion  with other  
women's grouos and community based organ izat ions  and t r y  to 
reach rrore ru ra l  groups.

We have id e n t i f i e d  t h a t  the time i s  r i g h t  fo r  the production of  
a q u a r t e r ly  Newslet te r  but un t i l  our I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  and 
support se rv ices  (equi^nen t ,  s e c r e t a r i a l  research a s s i s t a n t )  
can be s trengthened,  th i s  is  not poss ib le .

We wil l  incorpora te  next  year  (1992) an EVALUATION OF work 
over the pas t  3-4 yea rs ,  to be undertaken by an outs ide  e v a l u a t o r
Parameters to be worked ou t  in 1991.

We w i l l  respond to i n t e r e s t  from s p e c i f i c  persons in the media 
who have contac ted  us ,  and make e f f o r t s  to reach some schools.

We recognize t h a t  our most e f f e c t iv e  periods o f  a c t i v i t y  are in
March and November when we can ge t  access to the media -
and support .



I N - K I N D  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  ( E S T I M A T E D ) '

A, VOIUNTEER RESOURCE PERSONNEL

1992  1993

I .  Programm? p ianners /coord ina to rs /pub l ic  
soeakers:  workshop f a c i l i t a t o r s -  
re s ea rch /ed i to r  of teaching packages:
Ave, 56 person-hours per month a t  $150
10 m o n t h s / y e a r  J A $ 8 4 , 0 0 0  8 4 , 0 0 0

11. Admin, support a c t i v i t i e s :
Ave. 45 person/hours per  month a t  

$20. 12 months 10,800 10,800

B . TRANSPORTATION

Members’ cars  ( 3 )  used fo r  outreach
and on-going work 14,000 16,500

JA $ 1 0 8 , 8 0 0  5 1 1 1 , 3 0 0

OR US $ 1 2 , 0 8 8  1 2 .3 6 4

The major items of  local  con t r ibu t ion  
are q u a n t i f i e d  here ;  obviously there 
are many small items un-q uan t i f ied .  
All menùers of  WMW work on 
a voluntary  bas is .



yOHEN's MEDIA WATCH 1992

C. SPECIAL PROJECTS 

EVALUATION

UPDATE & REPRINT BROCHURES 
MESSAGE STICKERS

VISUAL EXHIBITION (UPGRADING)

NOV. 25th(DAY AGAINST VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

NATIONAL SURVEY; d i s t r i b u t i o n  and use of  
data in outreach work

COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH DEVELOPMENT OF

RESEARCH & PRODUCTION OF TEACHING 
.materials & DOCUMENTATION________

XEROXING: Press Cl ippings ,  research
mater ia ls  & teaching packages

TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE SUPPLIES & STATIONERY 

OPERATING COSTS

. ,900

2,600
1,150

4.000

5 200 
1,350

Rate of 
Etchanqr 
JA$9 ■- I

. CAM

JA$
1992

_NEED5

JA$
1993

TOTAl
uss

2 veais
1992 3

10,000 1.400 US$ 1.264

- 6,400 711
5,400 2,200 R44

800 1 ,400 245

3,200 3,750 773

5,000 1 ,000 667

POPULAR EDUCATION WORKSHOPS 1,800 2,750 505
OUTREACH WORKSHOPS :

TO SCHOOLS & RURAL WOMEN'S ORGS. 5,400 6,720 1,305

I.W.D. PROJECTS 1,300 1,800 344

JA 332,900 27,430 USS6.703

764

W i
279

Stamps & Cables 400 500 100
Rental o f  OFFICE SPACE/PHONE 8,000 9,000 1.888

Par t- t ime Research Ass is tan t 18,000 18,000 4.000
Equipment Maintenance 500 900 155

67,450 66.380 14.869
5% CONTINGENCY 3,372 3,319 743

GRAND TOTAL JAS70.822 69,699 US$15.61?


