














THE CEREMONIAL MACE 

ceremonial mace, carried by the Marshal of Convocation, was presented 
to Saint Mary's University in 1980. It symbolizes the University's authority to grant 

degrees and is a gift from Maritime Command in honour of alumni killed in both world 
wars. The mace also recognizes serving members of the Canadian Armed Forces who 
have been students at Saint Mary's. 

The mace is made of oak with a cast brass crown and brass plates carrying traditional 
ceremonial engravings; the plates represent the contributions to Saint Mary's by the 
Jesuit Fathers, the Christian Brothers of Ireland, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Halifax-Yarmouth, the LaSalle Christian Brothers, the Lay Teachers, and the Armed 
Forces. 

UNIVERSITY MOTTO 
Age Quod Agis means to 'do what you do.' This phrase exhorts us to focus 
on our work, to be in the moment, and devote our fullest attention to the task at 
hand. It is a call for dedication, a focus on duty and perseverance, a statement 
of process. It is a proclamation of the importance of disciplining ourselves to our 
studies, to our scientific, artistic, cultural, commercial, and athletic pursuits. It is 
a call to action to act in the world, to shoulder responsibility, to champion social 
justice, environmental justice, and ethical values. 
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ALUMNI 

The Saint Mary's Alumni Association 
will welcome more than 350 students into its global family this fall. 

To signify the momentous transition from Saint Mary's students to becoming Saint Mary's 
alumni, volunteer members of the Alumni Honour Guard don special robes to lead graduates 
in and out of the convocation ceremony. 

As each graduate crosses the stage, they receive an alumni pin from a member of the Saint 
Mary's Alumni Association, a tradition dating back to 1990. Graduates are encouraged to wear 
their pins with pride. 
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