


7 A date with history

SMU and Laval rematch a thrilling Vanier Cup

by Daniel Bonner

When it became clear that
the Laval Rouge et Or were
the likely candidates to come
to Halifax and play the
Huskies in the final Atlantic
Bowl, immediately everyone
began to think about the 1999
Vanier Cup, the last time that
these two teams met. In what
proved to be one of the most
exciting Vanier Cup games in
recent memory, the Huskies
fought hard, but eventually
fell to Laval who claimed their
first Vanier cup in only the
fourth year of the football
program’s existence. In case
anyone missed it two years
ago, that fateful day in
Toronto went something like
thisO

On the opening drive of the
game, Laval took an early
lead, and had all SMU fans
holding their collective
breaths. It wasn’t long,
however, before the Huskies
leveled the score at seven, as
Luis Perez (then a relatively
young third year back),
punched the ball into the
endzone. The tide had
apparently turned, and three
drives later, the Huskies

trapped Laval on their one-
yard line before a breakdown
in the secondary allowed a
long Rouge et Or completion
to extend the drive. The big
play heroics continued for
Laval as three plays later, they

scored on a long run to
advance the score to 14-7 at
halftime.

The Huskies would come
out and play strong football in
the second half, as the SMU
defense held Laval’s offense
down, allowing no points for

the entire half. On offense,
however, the Huskies were
unable to find that one
complete drive that would tie
the game up, as they could
only manage a field goal to
pull within four. In the dying

‘minutes of the game, the

Huskies were potentially
putting together the key drive
that could lead them to
victory, before a Laval
defender made an excellent
season-saving play to
guarantee Laval the win. With

the Huskies on Laval’s side of
the field, the Rouge et Or
defense managed to punch
the ball out of the Huskies
hands and jump on the
ensuing fumble to preserve
the lead, and the victory.

In a game
decided by
defense,
Laval came
out the victor.
The Dbitter
taste of defeat
is still evident
in the mouths
of the SMU
players that
W an Ve
remained,
and it was
farther
amplified last
year when the
team lost to
the Regina
Rams in the
Atlantie
Bowl, ending another run to
Toronto. Key players on this
edition of the Huskies like
Ryan Jones, Luis Perez, and
Dean Jones just to name a few,
were all witness to the loss in
’99, and there are some
definite feelings of unfinished

business on this squad. The
last two times that the Saint
Mary’s Huskies have lost a
football game it has been
when it counted most, the
above mentioned losses are
the only blemishes on a two
and a half year undefeated
streak by the Huskies, and
those losses have come at the
combined total of eight points.
If SMU doesn’t want this
record setting season to end in
failure, as the last two have,
they will have to come out
strong against two good clubs.
This weekend against Laval,
and assuming they can pull
out a win there, another tough
game in Toronto in two weeks
against either McMaster or
Regina, two more teams that
the Huskies have unfinished
business with. Revenge will
definitely be on the minds of
the Huskies and their fans this
weekend, as they get their first
chance to atone for the loss in
Vanier nearly two years ago.
One thing is for sure, one of
the two teams that vied for the
Vanier Cup just two years ago
will be making a return to ‘the
big dance’, it's former partner,
however, will have to stay at
home.
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The only line of defense (QL

The saga of the offensive Iine; SO integral, yet so unappreciated

by Daniel Bonner

Football is a game that is
built on toughness, a game

of what a go‘ﬁ

17

look good.” Salma
boasts impressiv

standing at six foot evle‘n a.mf

hovering around the 300155
mark, says inside the lock
room on game day is
experience that is position
specific. The wild helmet-
banging frenzy, often
portrayed to occur within the
confines of the dressing room,

simply doesn’t work for the

linemen. “Before a game I
generally listen to some of my

Greek music to calm me
down. At our pcsmon if we

go bananas it will }ust cause

position anything that helps
calm us down before a game
is to our advantage. Before a
game we’re basically just

agr
coach in Gord Beattie who
goes out of his way to pair the

* rookies up with the older guys

to help show them the ropes,
~and I find that it really helps
those guys out.”

“For the o fenswe

lmemen, the teamv oals are

not get hit at all, and that all
equates to our team goal,
which is to win.” Salmas
extends this point a little
further:
“if you
have a
losing
season
a'n d
Ve ol
win an
award,
then it
makes
y ou
feel
good,
but I'd
much
rather
take

no award and
win a Vanier Cup
than have us all
be All-
Canadians.” Tan
Ferguson also
shows how
important
overall team
health is to the
success of the
Huskies:.
“Personal goals
are not our top
priority, just as
long as we win
and take it step
by step. We have to be sure
that our quarterback, running

year ahead and our push to
win a championship.” Eli
Tannous at 6'2” and 2801bs is

another big rookie on the

squad this year who has set
himself clear goals for

progression throughout his
collegiate football career.

‘Saﬂwar S
Hugkies foo@all team owes a

line that it has
Buying time for

otbea glorlous job, but
p1vota1 one, and itis one

that this line, led by Salmas,
Ferguson and Oldrieve, does
almost perfectly.

After the game tonight, come down
and kick back or dance to the sounds of

ROGER HOWSE

THE BLUES EVENT OF THE YEAR
featuring:
THERESA MALENFANT &
DUTCH MASON
$20/person
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STARTS AT 9:30 Am!!

= JOE MURPHY & THE WATER ST.
BLUES BAND—4:00 'TIL 8:00
«FULL CIRCLE—9:30 ‘TIL CLOSE

JOIN US FOR OUR FAMOUS BRUNCH
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’s Landmark Pub & Eate
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86 Spring Garden Road, Halifax | 423-6766

Halifax
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RUIHING
ATTEMPTS YARD' AVE TD
MATHIEU ERASIARD 108 el G5 5

PAISING
ATTEMPTS  COMBE S RCCHIRACY
MATHIEU BERTRAND LG o, $5.008
YARDS TO  INTERCEPTIONS
155

RECEIVING

RECEPTIONS ¥ARDS AYE  TD
MATHIEL BRA\ARD 2" §5.7 i
J.F. TURGEON 25 158 148 3
ENRILO PILRRE 100 1.0 ¢

TACKLES (LUINASIKSTED)
ETIENMNE YANSLITTE

QB SACKS
HUGLIES BEALICHAMPS

Pub Crawls D] Music
Party Bookings

0tk lity Pub Food at a Reasonable Pfife |




Laval’s trip to the Atlantic Bowl has been a bumpy ride

by Daniel Bonner

For a team that was seeded
second in the country in the

preseason, the trip that the
Laval Rouge et Or have taken
to the Atlantic bowl seems
rather tumultuous.
Regardless of the journey,

however, the important part
for Laval’s players and staff is
that they are here, despite the
long journey. The season for
the Rouge et Or
began on a sour
note, and only
looked to go
further before the

stop the bleeding
on the strength of
two team leaders
who rose to drag
the team to the top
of the QIFC.

The season
opened on a
shocking note for
Laval, on what should have
been an easy victory in their
home opener against the
Concordia Stingers. In front
of a record setting regular

team was able to

season crowd of over 18,000
partisan Laval fans, the Rouge
et Or fell to the Stingers by a
20-8 score, dropping them
down to sixth in the national
poll. Laval came storming
back, however, to take their
next two games by a
combined score of 62-2,
including a 25-2 thrashing of
said Stingers in the rematch.
Disaster struck for the Rouge
et Or again in the fourth week,
as their record was dragged
back down to .500 in their first
meeting of the year against the
McGill Redmen, with McGill
taking the game 24-17. Laval
was finally on the right track
after this loss, however, as
they strung together a three
game winning streak to
improve their record to a
respectable 5-2, tops in the

QIFC. Then came the second
loss of the season to McGill,
this time by six points to once
again throw doubt on the
playoff picture for the Rouge

et Or. Laval won their last
game of the season to set
things up for a McGill vs.
Laval Dunsmore Cup to

For more information call 1800-MOLSON1 or visit f[¥]i
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$® The long and winding road

determine who would go to
Halifax in the Atlantic Bowl.

This season has been all
about the performances of a
few key pieces for the Rouge
et Or, in particular a pair of
Mathieus. Mathieu Brassard
a 5’8” 195-pound running
back, led all rushers in the
QIFC with 698-yards on 108
carries to garner him the QIFC
MVP award, and Hec
Crighton consideration. In his
fifth year, the Rouge et Or
utility running back has often
provided the spark required
for Laval, and when it hasn’t
been Brassard, Mathieu
Bertrand has stepped up.
Bertrand has stepped up
offensively for the Rouge et
Or, as the fifth year
quarterback has thrown for
nearly 1500-yards this season,
along with nine touchdowns.
Notbad considering Laval has
become a run first, pass later
team under Brassard. The
Rouge et Or required big
games from both if they were
going to take the Dunsmore
Cup away from pesky McGill.

After knocking off the
number eight ranked
Concordia Stingers, and
taking the season series from
Laval 2-1, the McGill Redmen
had to be considered a serious
threat to the Rouge et Or this
past weekend. The game,
however, ended up being not
nearly as close as anticipated,
and involved some surprising
weather. In front of 12,000
fans in PEPS stadium in Laval,
the Rouge et Or stormed out
to a 21-0 lead in the first
twenty minutes on the
strength on two Brassard
majors. McGill came right
back into the game, however,
on two very different
touchdowns, a one-yard
plunge and a 98-yard punt
return to make the score 21-14
athalf. In the third quarter the
snow began to fall and the
running games took over,
giving the Rouge et Or a
decided advantage. Brassard
found paydirt again late in the
third to extend the lead to
fourteen points. In the fourth
quarter, with the snow
approaching blizzard quality
cutting down visibility and
completely covering the field,
Brassard ran in yet another
touchdown to put the game
out of reach, the eventual final
being 42-14.

The win in the Dunsmore
Cup for the Rouge et Or
booked themselves a ticket to
the 40™, and final, Atlantic
Bowl to be held at Huskies
Stadium in Halifax. While the
journey wasn’t necessarily as
pretty as the Huskies 9-0
record this year, it got Laval to
the important games, putting
them just two wins away from
their second Vanier Cup in
three years.



by Daniel Bonner

Early this season, the
Huskies defeated the Mount
Allison Mounties by a 105-0

count. Immediately following
the game, the Huskies came

o there that the score was 49-
0 after one quarter (on pace for
nearly a 200-0 win), and 77-0
after one half (on pace for a
150-0 win); if this alone isn’t
evidence of the Huskies

_a conference as small as four

letting up, I don’t know what
is.

The second response to this
line of thinking, is to question
whether letting up is even the

right thing to do. This is
hardly peewee football, this is

teams there will always be
great inequality. Hopefully,
this will help persuade the
AUS (if it isn’t already to late)
that they need to have a
schedule that goes outside of

the AUS, most likely into
Quebec.

The second finger of blame
that was pointed this past
week was pointed squarely at
the CIS. Upon
hearing that the SMU
game was going to be
televised on Eastlink
cable, I managed to
get this airing taped.
Later while viewing
the program, I
discovered that in
addition to the
football game, I also
taped local sports
icon, Alex J. Walling,
harping on about the
necessity of the CIS to
institute a “mercy
rule’. AgainIhave to
say that this is a
preposterous
suggestion. I have to
draw the comparison
to Peewee football,
and if we were
talking about ten year
olds I would totally
agree with Walling,
but this is supposed to be top-
flight football, and top-flight

5t projéct this kind of a loss
v tire season, or ani
career, and all of
den a good player wh
s on a good team woull

runnlng
continuously after a team
reaches X number of poin
The fact of the matter is,
football has been played in the
CIS (formerly CIAU) for many
years and until this pointit has
yet to see reason to institute
any sort of rule. So why
start now? This is hardly
the first time a defeat of this
magnitude has ever
happened. In 1967, St FX
beat up on the Dalhousie
Tigers by a score of 105-20.
If a new rule was instituted,
then an entirely new
statistical record should be
begun, because the entire
compilation of records
previous would have been
played under a different set
of rules. Is all that really
necessary just to prevent

the occasional basement
dweller from getting hurt

<=2 A call for mercy

feelings? I'd argue no.

THE 40TH ANNUAL
ATLANTIC BOWL,
THE FINAL TO BE HELD
CONSECUTIVELY AT
HUSKIES STADIUM,
TAKES PLACE
SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 17, 2001
AT NOON.

SMU Bookstore

Your Huskies Spirit Centre

OPEN FORTHE ATLANTIC BOWL

PomPoms Penants
Stadium Cushions

11AM to End of Game

Face Paint
Hats

Maroon & White Clothing
for everyone:

SMU and HUSKIES

sweatshirts, hoods, t-shirts
Kids wear

1d Floor, Students’ Centre
420-5795

it Mary’s University







