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CHAPTER I 

INTRODOO TION 

I . . . il l 'ollow up studies of juven e de inquents discharged 

from correotlonal 1nsti tutions seem to indicate consistently that 

these youngst.era are usua11¥ poor risks in the oc>JIUIUni tu, that t heir 

chances tor reformation are indeed ver, a11m.~ In ·tbia field ot 

investigation the Glueck•a have led tbe wa., With the publication 

ot c.te Thousand _ Juvenile Delinquents, 1n which the subsequent careers 

of 1,000 boys who appeared be.tot-e the Juwnlle Court of Boston, 

Masea.chuaette weN studied. They found that during the tive years 

following the tend.nation ot the boys• "treatmnt period", 88.2% 

ot the 92) boya who could be located had repeated deli.nquent acts. 

Seven-tenths or these recidivists vere actually- convicted of 

serious otfenoes; and one-third or them were arrested tour or 

more times.!/ 

Bowler and Bloodgood; in their tollow-12p studies found the 

results ot institutional treatllent equal].J' diacOUJ'•ging and 

reported high rates ot recidivism among 751 boya discharged from 

j,e.. 

Yet., Bertrulll Black, Sebsa Glick, Recidivi.em at the 
Hawthorn-Cedu .ltnolla School, (Jewish Board of Guardians Nev York), p. 3. 

Y ct., aieldon and Eleanor Glueck, ()}e 'lhouaand Juvenile 
DelinQUMlts, (Harvard trn1versity Press, 1939), Appendix H. 
Table6B and 69, P• 318. 
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state institutions.!/ 

Al though much erldence exia ts to sube tantiate the 

validity of high rates ot reoidirls11, the sue eort ot eYidenoe 

does not enat to answer the question wl\Y one boy will tail on 

parole while another who has had tile same tnati tutional conttne

•nt will make a satisfactory adjustlllant on parole. It ,.a 

probable that. there are characteristic ditter ences IMJtveen the 

woJ reae&l"Qh in this area has been very sparse .Y 
11t is &tmerall,y agreed by- author1 ties iri the field ot 

delinquency- that it ia preferable to prevent !!"ather thin treat. I 
I 

However, it is also agr•ed that preTitntive programs cannot be 

developed until tbe •ans ot determining 'What childNn are llke]3 

to beccae delinquent are tu.rther advanoed ,r/ That is, there ia a 

need. tor the d•velopaent of accurat-e methods ot pred1ctlng,.l/ 

!/ Inati tutional Treatment ot Delinquent Boye, N. 2.3, 
quoted in Dertl"Wll Black, $el.Ila Glick, S?P• cit. P• 3. 

!/n:,ugald A. Arbuckle, and LavPence Litvick, 11A 
stud;y of Recidirlsa Among Juvenile lAtlinquents", Federal 
Probation, Vol. IIXV Ko. 4 Dec. 1960. · 

M.E. Urkpatt-iok, "So11e Significant Factor, in 
Juvenile Recidivi111," American Journal ot Othrop!'lchiatg, 
~ol. 7 I 1937. 

Sheldon and Ele-.oor 01\leok, Prediotin& DeUilguensz: 
and Crime• (Boaton i ltlnard Uni'f'era1 v Press, 1§~9 ). 

Herman Mannhuill and Leslie Willi.au, Prediction 
Methoo,a Jn Relation to Bors~l 'fraitltng, (London t Her 
Majesv 18 Stationar., Office, 19SS.) 

l/ot., Bertrwa M. Beck, "The Young in Conflicta 
Blueprint tor the Future, 1t Federal Probation, Vol. mv, 
No. 2 (June, 19$6), P• 3$. 
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To carry this Al'i'UJ118Dt one 11tep further, it potential 

recidivist• could be identified while still 1n the institution, 

preventive programs could be developed to try to help reduce the 

rate ot recidi 'fiu. 

e1n diecussing recidi'rl.Sll aaong juvenile delinquents it 

aeeas ob'Yious that the tactOS"a inTOl'Yed in their rec1di'Yia will 

be related. to why thq becaae delinquent in the tint place,~and 

it la therefore nee1eaear., to u:nderetand troa soae theoretical 

baaia how dellnqu•ncy u.y be oaueed. 

With this in ai.nd the aain tbeont1cal orientation ot tibia 
/ 

thesis ie that ot ego psychology vhioJi po1nte out that the total 

enrlron•nt ot child plays an illportant role in his personaliV 

developaent.l It 1a also felt that peraonallt,- "aJq be affected by 

the cn1ld •s adjustment and reaction to tel t needs and atresaea 

originating in his e.nruomaent. Aleo, 1personalit,' duage U.Y be 

I 
aani.f'eated in 1a varletq ot va.,s ot which deUnqueney ia on)¥ one. 

This etudy rill be conducted troll a social work approach vllth 

special attention being .given to the factor, which oontr1bute to 

juvenile delinquent behavior. There are a 1111ltitude ot iDfiuenoing 

tactoraJ howe'f'er, onl3' 1:1.x of these haft bffn chosen to be included 

1n the • tu<J;r. 'lbese tix we.re chosen not beoauae it va, telt they 

were aore important than others, rat.her because they are the ones 

which are ao,t ••ail¥ measured and also are the one• which &T-• aoet 

likely to be recorded in the cases vbich will be etud1ed. 

Th4a seo-ond year students at the Maritime SChool or Social 

Work ha•e propoaed to teat t.he J\rpotheais that. there are tactora 

in a child's total environment vhioh ""'¥ lead to a dauged 

__. 
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peraonali v, vbich aa., tn turn ertdence i taelf in delinquent. 

behavior. 

As a •aor part or the aaJor project the subsidiary atud,y 

vill teat the ~thesia that there ahould be a1gnit1cant ditferencea 

between the recidi't'iat and non-recidivist group. In conjunction 

with this l\fpotheais it ie telt that it significant ditterencea 

&re tound to exist between the two groups then it Jtl!I.T be po•sible 

to UN thea tor predictive purpoaea. It 18 also felt that one ot 

the aost 11gnit1cant dift•renoe1 be\veen the recidirtet and non

rec1d1Tiat groups should appear 1n their adjuataent to the treat

ment :progr1a in the Nova Scotia School tor Boys. 

In order to facilitate t.be study of the aubaidi&ry' }Vpothesia 

it is aesued that- so.. delinquent beharlor is aore aoditial>le than 

otbera. 

4he tenn juvenile delinquent holds a different Maning tor 

alaoat all people who use it. Beginn.ing vith Biblical interpre

tatione delinquency has been applied to all thoughts, actions, 

desiree and sti-ivinga vbich denat.e tl'OII aoral and ethical pr1nc1plea.!I 

Jer others delinquenq can on]T bt ~tined in fAras ot the law or 
the atate. In thie eenee delinquenc,;y ret•re to the antieocial acts 

(aa defined bJ" law) or cMldren and ot Joung people under a specific 

age which baa been detend.rMKi and stated by- legal statute. other 

autbor1 ties feel that it is not enough tor the young person to 

!lx • .a. Eiesler, "Solle Prob1••• or Deliflqu.ency", 
S.archltgl\te on Dell5uenoy, ed. K.R. Eiaaler, (International 
Universltq Presa Die. New York, 1956), P• ;. 
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den.ate tr• the law in order to be claas1!1ed as delinquent, rather, 

it is neceaaai,r for biJA to be awrehended while doing so. Still 

others claim that eYen thia does not det&rmine whether the child 

is delinquent or notJ theae people feel the tera delinquent cannot 

be applied until the otte.l'Jder has appeared 1n court and eubaequentq 

ha• been found gu11 tg J/ For the purpoaee· ot th1a PJ'Oject 1 t ie 

felt. that it th6 tactore under study are present in juvenile delin• 

quants, then they should be tound in gre.ater quantitq 1n serious 

delinquents. This s~ will be lhdted to tbon bo.r• who ee 

considered to l>e eeriousl,' delinquent and the criterion to be uaed 

to deteraine boys as eucb will be a oma1.ttal to a correctional 

1n.st1tut1on by way ot the court. For this reaaon the etuq has 

taken tho1e bo3'a who have ken on the alter-cue aenioe ot the 

Departllent ot Pul>lic WeU'are between Januaey 1, 19SS and 

Dee·entber .31, 1961, and who are or have been re•tdenta in Halifax 

Cc.nan~. TheN ho¥• who DWlber 16) ban been adjudged delinquent 

and have been at one ti.Ille confined at the Noya Scotia School tor 

Boys in Shelburne. J 
In hie recent book F. I-van Br,)/ has auggeeted that a 

research study' ccnducted on serious ju-nnile delinquents would not 

be valid it 1nat1tut1onal placeaent was the detend.ning factor in 

classUying the boys as aerioual.3' delinquent. 1
He eUpports this 

argument b,y stating that a good proportion of the bqya sent to 

Yo:qde B. Vedder, The JUYenlle attender {Doubleday 
and C011p&D7 Inc. 19$1'), p. l • 

Y F. I•an ~•, Relationships and Del1:luent Behavior, 
(Nev Yorks John N:1.ley and Sons, i§~8), P•P• x 1 - 166. 
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correotional inati tutione are on~ aent becaua-e they' OOH troa 

ai-eae wh&re eocio-econoaie condi tiona are poor J 'l'be connotation 

being that these bo,rs are eent to the institution tor reaeons other 

than serious delinquen,t behavior.I Although hie arguaent bas some 

validity in that it is true a large pel"Cent.aae of boy'e in correctional 

insti tuUone cOM troa poor soc1o-eoon0Jlic areas, it doe• uot neceaa

ar~ tollOlf that the., were Nnt there tor reaaona other than serious 

delinquent behavior. Ego pqohology indicate• that em-iromaental 

atres"• aa, produ4• personality daaage, and OM ot the aanitea

tationa ot tbia duage 1MQ' be delinquent behavior_. Poor aooio

econollic conditions aq be coneideNd et.reeeM to the developing 

obild because they would appear, to gin rise to condition• that 

increase the likelihood of critical disparities between a child •a 

growth needs and poaaibillt tie• tor sa tie1)'1ng th... Therefore• 

in llN&l!I where these conditions are pnaent it 1a res1onable to 

aseuae that the 1ncd.dence ot delinquent behanor will be greater 

thJn 1n areas where eillil.ar condU,1ona do t1ot •xiat. 1n speaking ot 

the ~ct<tence ot delinquent behavior P-eok and Bill8J11 th have stated 

that, 

Since tbia kind ot co1nc1d•nce occur• 110et t:requeotq 
vi thin the moat iapOTerished areas ot the COIIIJ1UJli t.l' 1 t 
wC:>uld ••• that the conttection i• not an accidental one. 
Rather i t suggests that a clear relati onship exie\a beureen 
tndindual failure• ot adJuat.ent and the detect in aocial 
arrang~enta that are 10 especially evident 1n deprived 
areu.!/ 

For the aake of convenience in the reaainder ot this theaia 

!t'aarrie B. Peck and Virsinia Bill.andth, Treataent ot 
The DeliDguent Adolescent, {FaUy Semoe Association of 
America, 19~4), P• 11. 
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when referring to aei-1ou1 Juvenile clelinquente the word "serieu.s" 

will be ommi tted. 

The aubsidiary stud;y baa taken that part o.f the total group 

(6)) who were cOllll1tted. to the Nova Scotia Sehool tor Bora on aon 

then one occasion between the 7eara January l, 19SS and 

Deceaber Jl, 1961. For the purpo1ee o! this study t.he ori terion 

tor determining a recidiviat will be a reco111111 ttal to the Ion 

Scotia School tor Boya. It is recognized that this criterion i ·s 

not a all incluriYe one, because theN are circuastancea Whel'e the 

bo;r will actualq be recOlllld. tted but due to a change ot address hia 

reoc:ad.tllent will be made 1n another province. Aleo, there are 

boys who are actual]J' recidivists but due to their •&• cannot be 

aent to the Nova Scotia School tor Boys, and therefore, they vill 

not be included in this • tuct,. 

Both the group and the aubaidiar, stuctr will be l1mi ted 

to a oonaiderats.on ol onq the •al• portion of the delinq_uent 

pop\llation. 'lbie 4-oiaion waa arr1ved at because the delinquent 

population is aade up aaoat entir$ly ot boy.a, am also, in the 

province ot Nol'& Scotia delinquent girls receive 41ttenmt serYicee 

than delinquent bo.1•. In ad.di tion, sinoe maw- people in the 

correction field belieYe 1.hat the nature ot delin.quent behartor 1n 

girl• 1a of a different kin<i than that manife•ted by delinquent 

bo,.a, it wu felt that a aore hOIIOgenoua group would be attainable 

it girls were not included in the study. 

Pr.t.aar,- data tor the stud;r nre collected b,y •an• ot a 

schedule drawn up b.Y the group and applied to the 1.63 caae record• 

at the Hal1fu :Regional Office ot the Dtpart.aent ot Public Welfare. 
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Secondary data werG obtained frolll census material, and 

trom pa•t resta:rch projects on delinquency. 

For the purpose or anals"sis the r,tatist1eal method will be 

u1ed. 

was mentioned previous~, e1x factors have been ohosen 

vbich were tel t to be contributory to juvenile delinquency and they 

will be e 
I 

ned 1n tM.s stud:{ . , It is tel t that t.be disorganizatten 

of the t~ily may be important factor~ /nso poor aociQ~conomic 

condi tions,
1 

poor ool achievement and frequent changes of residence 

will be considered as possible ifllportant .tactorff",I / Retardation s.nd 

the role it plays in causing delinquency in juveniles will also be 

studied. e at;>aence or norms or values in the neighborhood. are 

(anolfiie) ·will also _tudied, 

The major qui,Jtiona to be asked of the data for the group 

study will be: A:re too !act-era evident 1n the oaees unde11 stud¥, 

and of wh!'lt significance are they? The question:-- be asked of 

the data !or tm subsidi917 study art' : Between the recidi'rl.st group 

and the non-recidivist group are there any fac tors which are diftorent 

and oan these f'ac-tors be used for predicting recidivism? 

There are several l1mits placed on the study 4ue b:> existing 

circumstances which could not be altered . A limit on the use ot 

the data exists due to the fact that the time available tor conduc:tin 

the study 1s lirili ted to a period or approximateiy six months in order 

to coincide with the school year . There are alao 11.mi ts exieting on 

the gathering 0£ data . The records which are being used were not 

vri t ten t or research purposes, and beeauee ot tile large caseloads 

of tm workers, do not contain all the 1.n.fomation the project required . 



.. 9 .. 

Also beeauare or the lack ot time t.here will be no di.rec t 1Jlter

Yiev1ng. F:inal.q, there is a limi tat.ion on the applioabili tvr of 

the findings ot the study, because the groups being studied onll' 

include delinquents tNII the ci tq ot Hall tax and Halifax counv, 
and therefore will not necessar1]T be representative of the province 

a9 a whole . 

The objectivea of this stney are to teat the bypotheaea 

and to. see wh&ther the oonoettl of ego ps,chology can be sholln to 

appq to the cues studied. 

The study ia being undertaken so that- tba poup ae a whole 

lJU\Y increase their wn knowledge 1n the area or research, delinquency 

and the •emcee provided fop delinquents. It ia releYant to undeF

take thi& stlld_f 'bec.austt the reoorda are ayailable and the pou.p a• 

student 80C1al workers are i nterest;ed 1n this particular area or 
investigation. It 1s also tteeessary to partici pat.e in a research 

preJect a-19 a partial requirement tor a Haster •a degree in social vork. 
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PereonalltQ" grows out ot a 11Ultitude ot d,yhaaio responses 
to 11.18.tt, and qttticul t dynQ\io -eiivil"onraental intluenoea. 
It ia revealed through activ1.t,y aa a ohlld'e or older peraon•e 
inner wants, urges Md impulses il'lterae t ,,1th per@ona o:r 
.torcea in hie enrlron•nt • • • • • For the sake ot convenience 
an individual.ts pei,aonallt.r can be regaroe<i as constatu,g 
ot traits, or individual behavi.or qualities. These do not 
function sep~rately', however, but react with one another 11 
(and with environmental stimuli) llOre or less consistent]¥.:!! 

Aa the above statement blpllea, the denlopment ot personalitq 

1a aver, eoaplex process which involve• all aspects ot the organiaa 

and 1 ta environment. ls a starting point 1 t oaa be said that all 

children will by virtue ot their existence encounter •ar1ous stresses 

and contl.icts during their de-v-elopmental 7eara, ~.e satietactory 

resolving ot which will reault 1n a well integrated personality. 

These etreeaea stem £roa biological, cultural, and both pbreical 

and pltfchological env1ronaental conditions. 

In an,y g1 ven st tuation where per•onali v damage is eYidenoed, 

causative taotors are usualq multiple ratht9r th.n singular. Thi• 

does not mean that so• factors are not nwre s1gniticant than others, 

nor that 1n an individual case .soae sinele cau" mq not stand out 

as the aost pro111nent one. For exuple, a obild 111 th a severe 

peyeical handicap aa;y- show defects in its pereonaUtq de•elop1tent, 

however, the extent ot thi.a damage is dependent upon other t'actora 

!/Leswr :o. Orow, and Alice Crow, Child P!,Yoholop:. 
(Bamea and Noble Ino. New York.} p. 181. 

- 10 -
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other than the physical one, auoh as how the parents feel about the 

hnndiaap and also how the society 1n which the child lives looks 

upon auch haildicaps. 

When ex.andn1ng the various etreeses which children encounter 

during the developmental years 1 t would appear that certain ot thos 

s es ari.ae in, and are 11oat s1gn1!icant at a parti cular s.tage 

in their deve1opment. Therefore, when disouaa1ng the development 

ot per sonal.iv tn children most authors find that a chronological 

di vision or the l i te span serves the beet purpose. In keepi,ng vith 

this boliet aJ¥i Eol' the Jilll"pose ot this stu.(tr the four-told division 

of 1ntano:y, ear'.cy childhood, childhood, and edoleaeen.J/ will be 

used . Rcr-1ever·,. in using these arbitrary divisions it is neoeasar;y 

to point out that t.ha es:ienti.Al characterist ic or personal1t.Y 

de..-elop111ent is c011t.inu:i;\y and that probl.eaa ot peraonal.Uq functioning 

are never solved onoe and tor all. 'lbere is considerable overlapping 

rrom one stage to the other; for all the components ot a healttv 

perso:oalitq are present in one torm or another from the bes1nn:1ng 

and the stt-uggle to 1111intain them continues throughout life.!/ 

In view ot tlltt nature ot this study and ot the magni tude 

or dlsousaing the develol)llftnt ot personality almost entire attention 

will l>e devoted to •bat see.as to be the moat complex and rl tal area 

ot Mrsonali ty develc,pm.ent1 and• that is the ellllOtl.onal and psyeholog• 

ieal stresoee vh1ch a child encounters vi thin his enviromnant, and 

Yet., Walter Coville, Timothy Costello and Febian Rouke, 
Abnormal Ps2hology (Nev York, Barnes and Hoble Inc . 1960) P• 6S. 
Thia book . · · also provided a general truevork for this chapter . 

Yet., The fact-Finding Report ot 'lhe Mid.-Centure White 
House Conference c.i Qbildren and Youth, Person&li!( tn the Makins, 
e.d. Helen Wit.Iler, and :atth Kotinsk;y. {Harper and Drothers 
Nev Iork, 19.$2). P• 7 • 
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apecitically within the interpersonal relationships he terms. 

Minor emphasis will be placed on the ettects ot physical, cUltural 

and biological faotora. Also, since this project is l.im1 ted to a 

stud;r of delinquent bo.,a only', this chapt.er will likewise be lilli ted . 

to the pe.rsonill V developlktnt of bo,ys on]l'. 

For d1aousa1en purpo,.• infancy can be taken to extend from 

birth to the latter part ot the seeond year. Cc•plete· helple•sneaa 

ia the outttanding eharae terietic ot thi.e 1tage. I tw-ing thie stage 

tbs child is c011pleteq dependent upon the aourcee within his 

nvil-on•nt tor the eatiataation of pb,yaieal and emotional needs. 1 

fhe aajor areas of streea for ·the infant centei-e around •aothering" 

and teeding. J'fhe f'irat relationship t.be infant tonas is with the 

mother, tb.e quality of vhieh aenea aa the toundaticm for the 
f 

tor-lling of future relattonsbipaj atld the extent to which dependency 
J 

needs are Mt through "aot-beriltg" will. have an effect on how the 

child wUl lawr percetw both himael.t and his enrtronMnt. For 

exaaple, it the child receives love and care l'rom the mother which 

aay be aanu·eated 1n such things •• tender handling, tendltng, and 

attention•• vell u eatiataction Of such biological needs aa food, 

w&l"lllth and eurciae, he will aoat probab)¥ deVelop a sense ot 

••curitv 'lli\hin hiuelt and his enviroDJMtnt. This sense ot aacur1tq 

mq be increand if the tatber and other •aber1 ot the tud.4t take 

pu-t 1n Meting thlae needa of the infant. QI the other hand, it 

the infant receivea too ll ttle oi- inconsist.ent -.other1ng11 be will 

be prediaposed to the hazard ot anxie tq and iuecuri 1'Q". AlN, tt 

the depr ivation ia extre• and extends over a period ot tiae, 1t u.y 

haYe the ettect ot rend.H•ing the child incapable of tol'lling close 
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relations vi th people or ot giving or rec-e,1dng &tteotion. 

~ e seo<tnd Major area of stress the infant encounters oenters 

around feeding. Agai n, tbe development ot later securl 1:¥ depend.a 

to a large extent on whetller the lntar:.t l'eCeivee sati sfaction tor 

his basic need or rood. Yeed1ng 1-s i mportant to the 1.nf'ant not 

only beeauae i t is b1oloi1cally necessary tor subsistence but alao 

because 1 t provides h1.rl with the opportun1 tv to satisfy his oral 

driw,s, such as sucking. Moat problems around this area or1ginat.e 

w1 th p~en tal handling. For var1oue reasons such ae ignoranee and 

tension w1 thin theuelves, parents mtl3' iapOse a strict eating 

eohedule on the infant, or they may restrict hie oral gi-at1t1oations 

by too early or abrupt weaning, the general et.tact ot which 1• to 

render the infant 'i.noapable ot deriving the proper satiefaction ot 

this need. on the other hand, it the feeding situation ls handled 

in a propel" mannel' by the parents so that it 1s a time ot relaxation 

and pleasure tor the infant, anxietq- and inaecuri\y should not pre1ent 

.. It would appear that the aost eeoent1al elellE!nts in 

proper teedibg handling cen tA:r- around poai ti ve attitudes w1 thin th 

parents and in particular the mother, Md also the plan the aother 

follows to &nsure th.At the feeding needs of the child are •t• If 

the ohi1d is ted according to hie dellande and the intenala between 

feedings are careful~ reg'1lated to his individual needs, problea, 

should not ar1-,~. 

'Ihe next atage in a child's development 18 called early' 

childhood and begins durl.ng the l ,a tter part ot the •~ond y•ar and 

ends some tiae in the sixth or seven th 7ear. Thie period is charac

terised by increased growth, self-awareness and socialization. In 

thia stage the child begins to develop independence and is no longer 
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eJ'lCl dependent upon others tor the satiSt'action 

this iA the period or beginning eooial 

<levelopnent,. tha secial1zation is confined alltoat 

entirely- witnin the falldly conste1latiori . .As a reeult., eonniots 

wMoh ar-1sa during tt11s period er.a most likel,y baaed in one. ot the 

manifeetation$ or thi1 eocialittation prO.ceas. Ct,Je man1f'e 

w1 th1ll the relationsm.p. 

child develops wit.h the pa:recta., Il3rlat1ons within t h1s r el&tion.., 

hip ina,- lead to defective personality development . <me or the 

most CODllllon deviati,ons of this n~tttl"$ is that or rejection. 

sons to,r rejection on the piirt o-r the parent are complex and 

?lllllt1ple, and ea a. reault, c.armot be dealt. w1 th in this etuctr • 

However,. it can be said that 1n au cases of rejection :one OOfflllQn 

.taetor i s the presence or .einotional. difficulties or unr-esolved 

connicts within the par<ints: tbemsslvea . 'Lb.rough parental acceptance 

.a ohild begins to perce-1ve bis own selt image . If an acceptin 

a'ttit~o 1e not presen.t and in its place one of r.Jact1on prevails, 

th& s&lf illlage the child develops will most like]¥ be dif3torted. 

ReJeet.ion on the par-t ef the parents oan take llSl'.J.Y torasJ 1 t aq be 

e>Tert or covert, extr•• or tnild, eonsistent or 1ncon;;ietent. The 

ultimate attec=t it mav- have on the child •& future p&reo.nalltq, 

will of course depend on the 1ndi Yi.dual child and. al.so on the qual i v 
and extent ot th& rejection . 

6losel7 related to parental rejection ia parental over-

protection. n a parent le ~•rprotective, the child •s natural 

strivings .for independence and search of new experience are stifled, 

:d he is deprived or the opportuni ey- to test his environment . Over-
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protection J18Y be eX!)reased in the form ot overindulgence or by 

rigid domination. It the child has been expoNd to the excea11ve 

indulg•nt 1Upe of overprotection he is apt to react with selfish., 

damand1.ng, egoo-enti-ic behavior, show nn excessive need for atumtion, 

and a lack or rasponsibiU~. He 1a alno apt to grow up with an 

inab111V to tolti"ate frustration. It the ohild has been expooed to 

,, rigid domineering vpe ot ovel'pl"otection he is latflr apt to show 

igns ef sub11:tsei vanes, alld inadequacy. I t ls alao quite poeaible 

tor- him to assume a paas1Ye -dependent role in his 1-ter relations 

with o+llers. Another possible reaction to overpro.tection, whether 

1 t be 1n the tom ot illdulgtJnce or rigid dQ!d.nation, is rebellious

ness whiob ia u,uall;r 113ani.f'ested by hostile and agress1ve 'behavior. 

OVer,,rotect1on 1s often ,a manitestation or repressed rejection. 

While at t'Jther times, 1 t ~ be a result of personal inadequacies 

the panurt• may have w1 th regard to bringing up children • 

tt:M.dence: oons1stent]y shows that tbe wb.ole,Qine personal1 v 
d~velopmen\ ot the child takes place most SJllOOthly wbttn both the 

rather aD<1 mother are present ~ the hoae. ,JI converee ot 

this statement is also quit.a true. That is, if marital discord. 

1& the aain charact,iJ'!'iat,io ot the home with divoree and Mp&rl\tion 

:wll";s an i.Jrainent threat, the healthy personalitq growth ot the 

child will be ~ve:re}¥ h:mpered. In such eituations, the e110tional 

climate ot the household 1a so pre~ariou1l3' e:Eplos1Ye that tbe child 

ie unable to use the situation to Ma ~nefit in developing 1nter

per,onal rela ti.one. The home being tennon tilled the ct1ld ts unable 

!looville, Costello, Rourke, op. cit. 18. 
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to feel secure vi thin- 1 ta confines and because ot tb1.a he is apt to 

evaluate the world. in general as a dangerous and inaeoure plaoe. 

As wae mentioned, aarital diecord also often leads to sepas-atlon and 

divorce and when this is so it provides the baae tor further 1naecur1t,y 

1n the child, C-Nl&tea a situation where the child is taced vi.th 

confiieting loyaltiea, and leave• hi.a with a lack of adequate aodela 

for proper ego deftl.OpMnt. .Another problem that aria•• tor the 

chiltl when one of the parents leaves the home, whether it be because 

ot separation, death or extended absence, ia the feeling ot gull t. 

This is ext't!'emei,- illportant it the parent is the lather and at the 

time the child 1• 1n the stage ot actift coapetition and agression 

(<ltdtpal) with h1a. The guilt teelinga would arise troa thl tact, 

that the child would feel responsible- for tha abeence of the father. 

Another ve17 illport.ant area ot concern in early childhood 

is the neceeeiv on the part ot the child to integrate and accept 

xtemal authorit., and diacipline. In the infant atage of d•velop

ment, deprivations telt by the child wre u1ual~ lillitatio~s 

reBUlting fro• his own 11.Ddted p}Vaical developaent, whereas 1n 

thie at.age he be&ina to have limitations placed upon hill f.rOll an 

outeide source, nuely bie parents. The degree to which he is able 

to accept these lillitationa vill dei,.nd a great deal upon the qualit.Y 

ot Ma paa,t relat1onehip with his parents and on how the llm1.t1 are 

imposed. !'or the child this 1a the beginning ot a long proceae ot 

developing w1. thin bis peraonali t,', standards and values which aocietq 

will demand ot hill. Therefore, the degree ot success the child hae 

in this .first experience v1 th external l1a1 ta trill detel'11ine or at 

least affect how he vlll be able to accept later 11m. te placed upon 
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Mm by eoctetq • If the parents app'.q lW ta in a kind and WAl'll 

manner, and the lilt1 ts theaelvea are appropriate to the child •a 

level of developaent and underatanding, then the child vill develop 

· a sound foundation tor the acceptance or further lilai ts in the future 

troa other sources 1n the &nrtronaent. However, if the parents 

ngulf the ehild w1 th DWl8rOUI limi ta which ~ beyond h18 Compre

hension, and it the, are rigidly enforced the child will respond 

with ei th.er rebellion or onl!subndsaivenees. or equal hara to the 

thild is vhen parent• neglect to impose sutt1cient 11.rd ta and/or 

ilapose the• in a haphasard aanner. In auoh cat1e1 the cihild 1a apt 

to grow up vtth an 1nabilit, to to1erate truatret1on and tbtrefote 

finds it dittioult to adJuet to the later demand.a ot aoci•V• 

Ole or the u.Jor areas 1n which a child receives an illpoai

t.ion ot liaita i• that ot toilet training• It handled in a uture 

and calJn aanner bl' the parents, the child 11111" benefit froa th 

xperienee, and Ma feeling• ot security will be eDhance<h Studie• 

hue dbown that if a small child ia well loved and secure and is 

sblp]T gt'ven the opportuniv and tble; he will automatical~ train 

him•elt in the control ot th••• ba•lc bod;r tunct1onsi '1h11 co•• 

about •• a nault ot the child's 1dent1f¥1ng vith the viabea ot a 

l<>Yed pannt; and it is the fl.rat Sign ct lo'ri.ng c.o-operation and 

eduoab111 v :tn the bab7 .!I Wheft the converse ot this tatee place 

end the child 1e farced to c•pJT too eai-ly or 1a riaidly trained, 

thus produc tin& a I tre11tul 11 tuation tor b1a, later personali f¥ 

lier., Lois B. Murpey, "Childhood Experience In .Relation to 
Peraonallt, DaYel0p119nt," Peraonali' · and The Behan.or Dlaorders, 
e .d. J. JtsV. Bunt, (Nev Yorks The Ro Pree• cmpa127 lf P• 670. 
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damage aa,v be iainent. for ex81lple, the child uy be lett with 

a teeling ot tear tor all new experiences or he ma, evidence oompul

siveriess corio•rning personal habits. 

Another pNblea that ms;y a.rile at this stage center• around 

unresolved oonructa ot sexual developaellt. ilthoush during intancy 

the child 1a aware or bis own sex organs it 1• not uaua1]3' until this 

stage or ds'felopaent when he 'be:gf.na to notice and be curioue about 

sex d1tferences that problems arise. Parental att1tudes toward 

the ohild • • irl-creued in tare at and no tic•able C\Ul'iosi tq have a great , 

atteet on whether tbi• new uperienee rill be atr,esatu.1 !or him, and 

vhe ther later person all t,' damage will be torthcold.ng becauae ot this 

etress. It the ehl.ld is made to feel g,.dl v about t.hie new interest 

h1a whole attitude towards the sexual funct1011 •'1' be di•torted in 

lat.ep lite. During th11 stage also the boy 11ay tend to become overly' 

attaehed and invol't'ed with the aother. In attch cases, not onl1' 1.s 

the father ucl\lded .trom attention but, he may- also be looked on by 

the boy as a rival . or courae, the 1ntensitq or these teel1nga will 

vary vi th each child, but ae a rule will aubeide without interte.renee. 

Q:)caaionally becatlft ot varying cil"Oumatances, tor _..ple, a trau

aatic Mxual nperience, this teelhi V1ll not be Mt atiatactor111' 

by the child and ae a result his l&ter 8U'Ual adjustaent uy be 

attec-ted. 'Jhi• early euual adJu• tment, ._, have a detel"Jllning attect 

on a child'• later relation• vi th the opposite nxJ it could also 

attect h1a capaci v to exo.hange low and attection. Howev-e-r, thie 

whole 81 tuation can be aade unatress.tul tor the child if the parents 

react to hie nev 1.nteree t and cur:1os1 ty in a mature and eenaible va,r, 

looking &n this aspect or the ohild •s development ae Juat an-other 

~ 



- 19 -

pha1e ot hie entire learning proceH. 

In early childhood the child discovers that vhe.n he becoaes 

angry tor soae reason, suoh ae trust.ration, he can re1pond to this 

atiaulue vi.th aggression . The response that this agare11ion evokes 

will have a p--e;at ettect on his total personall tq development. His 

later pattema of control. will be a result to a large •xtent of the 

'epeated experienoas he has bad in -childhood with aggressive expression 

of host1li v. Wiae pannta will help children to understand that 

feelings or ho1til1 v and anger are natural, but that thetr expression 

in aggression aust be controlled. I t the child !s made to repress 

this normal aggre,sion and to teal that hostile feelings in them

selves are wrona, he mq develop an extreme]3 lbd.ted and inhibited 

pattern ot behavior, or ma, react to this a:rbitrar,y control with open 

rebellion. Also, it pu-ente illlpoee no re1triot1one on a cb1ld •s , 

gressift •xpreasiona it 1s unlike]¥ that. he will eV{tl' deYelop 

•ffT control over these expression•• 

During ear~ childhood, a• v•s aenti.olM.l<l previouaq, the 

child's interperaonal relations are restricted almo•t excluaively 

to mellber1 ot the 1alled1.ate faa1l.J. lhttract1one between the child 

and the parente h•• been discussed but ,aae-aen.tioo •hou.ld aleq_be 

•a.de or sibling rela tiona because they too can be a eouroe ot etress. 

Within th••• relations, conruota appear to wise out or rl.val.r,y tor 

parental love. ihis is a natural occurrence and 11 alaos~ bound to 

occur in all tand.liea. -Certain factors, eucb •• ordinal poeltion, 

aeea t o attect '\he degree ot r1Yaley that will exiat. Also, parental 

handling will attect the degree of adjustasnt the child will be able 

to Uke with this -conflict. U the parents handle the situation in 
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reasonable J11~ner, avoiding taking ot aid•• and i'avorltta, the 

chi1d should not suffer any damage in bis personali v development-. 

However, if the converse is true and the child does not satistaotorily 

olve. this c-ont'lict, be JIMV' react with increased insecur1~, host1111l}' 

and NgJ."e set.on. 

'1'he next etage 1n tl1e ohild •s development is reter:re;d to a,s 

late cbi.ldhood and it u_sual.q extends from the age ot seven until 

puber-cy which normal~ takes place soaewbere between the ages ot 

blelve and fourteen. Prior to this stage th~ child•• crucial 

aaju•tae,nts ware confined. to those w1 thin the tam11,y. However, in 

this stage the child •s environment ia extended, and tMretore he 

is faced with the need tor adju 

atton. 

nt outside the tamiJ.T consteU-

It would appear that 0lle ot the c•;nicial areas ot adjustment 

1n this period of lite centers around pq,si•eal development. It 

the chi ld. has eo• 1Jpe of pJ:va.ieal Umi.tation in the tor• ot a 

handicap or a dise'tepaney in growth a n17 real adjustment problea 

mq !'1'•ult. During th11 stage the child is beginning to move about 

and part,icipate in act1:v1t1e• .away fl"om the home. Witb the presence 

ot p}vaieaJ. lb,dtations he will almost alwqs be subjaoted to eriti-

018111 and :ridicule trail hie peer group. The effect this aay have on 

the obild usually- bears a direct relationship to th• a.ount of 

ecuritq he was able to obtain .f'roa his relations within the family 

unit earlier in· lite. It 111\l&t be emphasized that the peysical 

•aladjustaent does not 1n itaelt prevent healtl\Y peraonallv develop-

11ent (although it aq increase the dif'ticultie& ot attaining such) 

rather it 1s the interplay ot other tactora, the moat ilulediate of 
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which appears to be the attitudes ot the people in his envlremnent. 

Compensation aeema to be the lllOst. common •~ of' solving the pbJ"Sical 

liititation and this ats:, be manifested by excelling in some other 

or it ma, ac-t t.o provoke boatiU.t,- in the child, 

as a result ot which he reacts with aggression. 
, 

V Cnitaide ot adj'Uatmeilts within the faai.ly t?-A moet comp&lling 

of all adjustllent-e is wi thil'l the realm of han.ng to go to school . 

Not only is the child by necessi v aepuated tl"Olll hi.a parents at. this 

time, but he is also placed in a group situation that is more 

complicated than he has ever experienced betore, and be has to llleat 

the expectation that he will confom to certain behavior patterns as 

a member of this larger group. Although this preaente a potential 

eource or etress, uture attitudes and handling on t.he part or both 

teachers anci pa.rents have a determining in.f'luenee in whether this 

ne11 experi•nce will b posit.ive or a negative one in his develop-

ment. Problems vhieh arise around sohool adjuatment are aeldo11 the 

result of the aehool aituation 1.tself but rather DUi.ladJua-tment in 

earlier stages ot growth which are precipitated bj' school centered 

•tresaaa. For example, oM.ldr&n who have accepted clear authority 

from parent, usual'.q are able to acc•pt the new authcri tjy ot the 

•chool; while ehildt-ets vho have had a great deal ot freedom either 

through penrisaiftness or through negleet are apt to find the new 

•ituation aore deaandin& and atFesstul. 

Going to school often J1eans more independence, for ex•ple, 

goi'ng around town or ehopping tor the t8J11}¥, all ot vh1eh aeana an 

exposure to a· rider ou.ltural field which mq present new entorce•nt. 

of old experiences or new contllcts. In general., 1 t, _., be aaid that 



,J< 

- 22 -

the whole so-hool and learning exporience itself means something 

different for each child, depending upon the pattern ot his 

identification with the achievement values and successes ot parents, 

and w1 t.h the ~etional connections which are made between the school 

situation as a whole, and the pattern ot values and resistances or 

anxieties which too child brings to school. 

During th, late childhood rears the prooeas ot socia11zat1.on 

becomes more ccmplex and l'llOre important t() the child. At this time 

we see the boy entering groups and developing trlends therein and 

by doing so, be is able to devel<,p nev soo1.al skills such as "lair 

pllliY" and observance ot rules and regula.tions. Personallv develop-

nt mq be hindered it the boy is unable to engage in such aotivi ties • . 

For exa11Ple., 1t the boy- •s tree time ie restr.icted by long hours or 
household chores, he will be unable to devote the time that i 

necessary tor participating in gx-oup activities, and as a ~esult a_ 

feeling or reae.ntment mq develop 1n hia. This same reault mq be 

n also if parents force boys into a.ctiv1t1es whieh they do not 

want to participat.e in. This 1ociall2ation proeess may have both a 

good effect or hamM e.f't.ot on the boys who have entered this. 

period with prior maladjustments . For example, the •hT am;1 :1na11•

quate child may be helped to overcome these ditticul t.1..•e with satia

t)"ing group experiences. Likewise, the seltiah egocentric child -,y, 

be taught !rem the group to suppress his own demands 1n preterence to 

tt.e groups•. However,. in realiv these goOd results _are not alway.s 

bone out and frequently the problems a child enters the group w1 th 

are intensified by the actions ot other group members, such as ridi

cule and bullpng. 

The next and final stage ot denlopaent which will be diecuaHd 
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1• that ot adol•acence. For bo,ys this stage usualq begin• during 

the tve.ltth year, however it i s not uncOJmon tor th.is age to var:, 

between the e.leanth and f i fteenth year. 'lhe onset of this period 

is acccapanied by a seriea of peyslologieal changes which combine to 

110Ye the boy cloeer to b1olog1cal ma tun v. Aoeomp4tV1ng the 

phys1ologtcal changes are ps,ychol.ogical changes which evidence 

themael..-ea in such th1ngs as changing attitudes toward• t.heaselves 

and their enYirom99Dt and the emergence o.t new interest,. 

The physiological. changes wh!oh occur during adoles.cence 

ve natural changes which will occ\11' 1n all children. The sllgniti

canoe or theee 1n regards to r>$r:lonali tv devel.opnent liea not wl th 

the changes themselves, but with the spec1tio time and order in 1fh1eh 

the7 occur, and also with the child's reac-tion ~o the.a changes. 

For example, some children will experience the•e change•- MUCb earlier 

than tbeiir t r iends, thereby' setting them apart ae .being "dU'ter ent"; 

and, lit these ••r:11' changea, are accompanied W1 t h an ignorance ot 

their meanillg, the child may beceme quite e11bat"rasae,d and guiltu. 

Conversely, some children do not experience the•e changes until 

lats?' than their peers. As a x-eeult, they •81' beccme eelt-con1ciou 

and :teel inad•qu-ate about th1a lag i:n developaent. Parental under

standing and intelligent handling e-f these ai tuatione- will great]3 

help to lesee.n the difficulties at thia time. Moet of the p)Vsical 

changes which occur at this time. are the onee which result in eexual 

• tur11jy". 1bere.f ore, the reaction to ·these change a and to the eez 

illlpulae i taelt can be a source 0£ great etrea1 to the adolescent, 

pvticulerl,y again it parental handling and attitudes are negative

and gu11:t. provoking. If these problems ot pl:\rsical change are not 



- 24 -

eati8taotorily solved later problems of social and sexual adjustment 

ma re1ult. 

Durlns adolescence peyohological change• are also ver:, 

prevalent and as in the ph,ya1eal changes the individual's adjuat

inent to them ie veey iupor-tant for healthy pereonalit,y develQpaent. 

Ole of the moat oOlllllon areas. 1n whioh problelM arise cent&re around 

the sdolescettt's changing need to de•enetrate independence. He no 

longer wishes to be dependent on his parents; however, in real.it," 

he met temper hie dee1re tor independence with a certain maount of 

conb:-01 and author1tv f'r011 adults and 1n particult.r his parents. 

Veey often conntcte onr authori v relationships arise and probleu 

reeul t. It parents allow independence too soon or it they w1 thhold 

it too long ad.justment problem.a may- f ollow which could affect 1-ter 

personaliV l!lake up. Adolb~cents being faced with these new bioiog• 

i cal and psychological change..a tend to bacane preoccupied with 

.,,~ ot themselve.e. As a result th•y- often appear to be ••ltiah 

an.d egocentric. However, it the hON environment 1$ understanding 

a.Yld sat.ia.taetoiy group activities are eJIJ)erienced, tbe boy will paee 

through tb1s etage . Ql the other hand, it the opposite is true, 

his l ite during this J)41riod may be dominated by bi.a egocentric demands. 

It would appear that there are areas of adjusti.ttUlt which the 
~ 

.doleecent tacaa and muat sol•s eatiatactorily, .. .,d 1n order to do 

o, a high degree ot truatr.,.tion tolerance is necessary becauee in 

each area be will taee disappointment_a and eet backs. These a:reae 

cente-r a.round 1ocit1llzing, the aex iapul•• and queetions at vocation. 

On\y by wa::, ot a process oL trial and error will the acfalescent uke 

1at1staotor✓ adjustments in each. There ara however, tactore 1n each 

whiob it present will interfere with the nature ot the adJuatment. 
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For example, the ado).escent will .t'ind 1 t extremely ditl'ieul t to 

make comfortable odjust.ments in the sexual area if his peysical 

velopment i s del~ed or if he has over-reBtrictivf! con t rol by 

parents . Likewise, adjustments in the ~ocational area mey be hm:ipered 

by a laek o.f proper guidance, i.nditferenco of parent and individuals, 

and a lack of tbe proper fnc111ties which are necessary for vocational 

pcrsuit. With the gradual adjustment to these tbre 

develol)l'lmntal process begins to take on its completed fonn and t .he 

adolescent moves tow"a:rd maturity. However, the ~ .. 

between the initial contact with theue situation 

which evolves 

d t,ht) satistnct-OJ'T 

adjustment to them varies eonsiderably froxn one per son to another. 

Often persons make this transition to maturitv in lat.a adolescence; 

however, it, is not uncommon to a~ Jllueh old.et" person:, who eeem to 

be stUl e.xperieneit.Jg ditt:1 cul -tv in reaching maturity. Probably 

the most common occu:r:renee is a very gradual traneiition in which 

the personali v io oompoa1 of both mature and immat~e traits. 

velopment of personality through the In discuas1n 

various tion waa made of eertain -cy-pes and kinds of 

damage that may reaul t if stresses and conniot., are not handled 

satistactor~ by the individual concerned. However, it was not 

pointed out specif1oally how a delinquent personality may reeult from 

such ma.ladjustmen ts . Thie haa bean done purposefully to avoid 

repetition in tho prasentation . For in general, it ma,- be said that 

where personali 1:.7 dam.age is present the symptoms which manU'est this 

damage may mul t1ple ot which delinquent behavior may be one. Fo 

example, rejecting parents may produce a state of anx1ecy in a ehild 

and this anxieey- may be manifested in a neurotic sympto111, such as 
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en'uresis or 1t may be manifested 1n a ssivenes s whict could 

lead steal.in d which would t hen be considered delinQuent 

behavior . It mey be ther lized that throughout all stages 

of development whe,1 the indiVidual suffers deprivation (especial 

in t he speoific areas which were d~acribed ae be.in 

of adj uetroent in each developmental stage) which leads frustration , 

one reaction t o this ma, be hostile aggression,; and, it is thi 

reaction which usually leads to delinquent behavior. '"Bender!/ bas 

~1gression as 11a :ptom oomplox resulting from deprivation 

wh1ch are eau$ed ~ d&velopmental discrepancies in the t o person-

ality structure such that the constructive patterned drives for 

action in the child m. lnd inadequat s of sati3fact1on an 

result in 11:fication or disorgnnizati on of the drives into 
' 

hostile or destructive saion•1• Aa wao mentioned previously the 

xtent and duration of the deprivation, at any ·•vel will affect 

the degree of dieturbance and likewise t he .mani festation of th 

disturb • o, the greater the actual nu."llbar and rrequeney 

of all sorts o:t deprivin r ience grea will b 

likelibood that serious aggressive behaVior will be present. 

Y tauretta Bender . • Gene1Ji e ot Hostili t¥ i n Children" 
American Jourt,?al Of ~chial!7, Vol. C. V. Ho. 4 (1948) P• 242 . 
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THE DELINQUENT GROUP 
RECim VIS T AND NON-RECIDIVIST 

' It is 'believed that tnere ue tao tore v1 thin • child' 1 

environment which aey- lead to peraonalitQ daaaae and which mq in 

turn reaul t 1n dellnquen t behavior• ' ~ atud;ying a group ot 

delinquent.a these taetora ehould appear more evident than in non

delinquent bQ¥So It i• turbr belieTed that these tacton wUl 

appear in more evidence again, in delinquents who are reeidirleta 

aa compared with those who are net. 

This chapter will consist of an examination ot factors 

aa they appear in a group or 16.3 delinquent boys from Halifax 

counv who ban been on alter-care eervicea of the Departaent ot 

Public Welfare at some time between January 1, 19$$ and 

Dicem'ber 31, 1961. 

Two uin sub-Sl"Oupe combined to tona the total group ot 

163 boys. One group consists ot 100 boys or 61.3% ot the total 

who had but one cCll• itment to the Nova Scotia School for Bors, 

and these boys wUl be referred to aa the non-rec1di'riet group. 

J.,,f 

The other group con.sists ot 63 boye or 38. 7j ot the total group who 

had aore than one eommi taent to the Nova Beotia School tor Bers and 

will be Nferred to ae the recidivist group. Of the total recidivist 

group 4 7 or 74 .6% had two coai taents; nine or 14.J% had three 

cOlllllitaents and t.be re• ain1ng aeYen or ll.U had tour cCllllit•nta. 

- 27 .. 
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The pertinent factors will be examined aa they" appear im the total 

group, t.be non-recidivist group and the reoidiviet group. However, 

before doing this a g•neral deecr1ption ot the boys studied will be 

ginn. 

For the total group the age at time of eOIIIJll1tment to the 

Nova Scotia School tor Boys ranged from 1even to sixteen years., with 

the exception or eight boya who were over the age ot sixteen when 

oOJlllll:l.tted but whose otfencea occurNd earlier. Out ot 128 boys whose 

agea at OOlllllitment we" recorded 9) boys, 72.7'1, f'all within the age 

range of twelve to •ixte•n yearsJ 28 boys or 21.9% were between th, 

ages ol seven and twelve years when ocamitted. This would eeem to 

indicate that by' far the su.joritv ot the boys included in the study 

were in the adolescent age range. 

In the non-reeidivlat group ot the seventy boys who had 

'their ages at the tille ot oo•iaent :recorded SS boy1 or 78.6S 

were between the agea ot twelve and 1ixteen, vbile eeTen boys or 

ten percent were be tween the age• ot aeven and twelve ;rears when 

coadtted. The reuinins eight boys were over sixteen at tiM of 

eOJlllli tmen t. 

In the recid1 rlat group of the 59 boys ,;ho had their ages 

at the t,ime ot tirat cOJIUl1.t,naec~ recorded 38 or 6$$ fall within the 

age range of twelve to sixteen 79ars. ihe remaining 21 bo,e or JS% 

were betw"n the agea ot seven and twelve when comitted. Theae 

figure• indicate that • gN&ter percentage ot recidivist• (25%) 

were oOlllld\ted at a ;younger age than non-recidivi.ata. fro• this 

it is &HWDed that damaging tact.ors 11ere stronger., and 1howed earlier 

1n the recidiviata. 

' 
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The ayerage number of court appearances tor the total 

group vae 2 .65. Fourtq boys or 2S% of t.he total had on'.13 one court 

appearanee while 48 or 29$ had two court appearances. Only- three 

boys had eight court appearance• and the reuinder varied between 

three and aeven. This a.bolfs that the maJorit,- ot the delinquente 

had two or leaa appearances. It ie telt that the anrage nuaber 

or court appea:rances tor the recidiviat group would be higher than 

tor the non-recidiYist group, howewr, 1 t vae not feae1ble to cheek 

thia ho• the data aeseabled. 

To get a sense ot t.hlt VJ)el ot ottenoes that were oommi tted 

16.3 tint offences ure examined. /2t vaa found that the great 

Mjori v of boys comdt,ted one ot three offences I break, enter and 

theft, truancy ~ thett. 'in the total group 10.3 or 66.2% or the 
/} 

ottencea can1tted vena one or theae thre In the non-reoidirtst 

group S9 er S9J of the ottenc•• c01111itted were one of theae .. th:ree. 

In the reoidinet group ~ or 77. 7'1, ot the ottenoea oCIU!d tted ver 

one of the1e three. !h11 vould indicate that a higher concentraUon 

of these ottences were cOlllldtted by the recidivist &r0up. 

In ·each group the maJori tq of boys remained in the NoTa Scotia 

School tor- Boy-a tor a period between eix and urelff a:mths. Of the 

tt,tal group BS b0,1s 'Ol' 5).4:1 were confined tor this period ot t111e. 

Ot the non•ree1div1st group S8 b07a <:ir S8% had shd.lar lengthl ot 

stay in the school. While 1n the rec1dtrut group 29 boys or 46% 

spent between six and twelve aontha in the -achool. It 1& also 

aignU'1cant to observe t.hat 22% ot the non-rec1d1vieta bad cOllllli t

menta of le.as than •ix lllOnths a1 0011pared with 9.8% ot t.6e recidivists . 

Also ot note is th.at lJ .. JJ ot the reo1diviat gl"oup reaai.ned in the 
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institution tor a period ot OYer eightAen months, while none ot 

tbe non-recidivists had confine•nts ot this length. 

In atud,Ying the delinquent.a there were several factors which 

were felt to be signitioant 1n that they m1ght have plqed ••• part 

in atfec ting their peraonal.1 'tif development and subsequent beha'rl.or. 

However, lor the purpose• ot this stud,y on'.q tbo•e tactora which 

an aoet readily •asured and those which could be expected to be 

included 1n the case recordll were studied. The factors ohoaen tor 

examination mq be divided into four major aspectsJ thole which 

attect them through their fud.liea and their ta1q atructureJ those 

which attect them thr0ugh environmental. c&ndi tionsJ an.d t.lnalq 

those which atteot thea through their achool achieve11Bnt and per

toraanoe. 

It is tel t that one ,area of direct inn.uence on delinquents 

~ be their position 1n the fudq constellation. 'lhe Glueck•.!/ 

have found that lone ehildren, first, and la1t children an leaat 

likelT to be.come delinquent. 

Contrar.y to the Glueok•s findings,!/ Table I 1lluatrate1 

that the c>l<le•t, •cond oldest. am to leaaor de&ree 7oungeat and 

third children 1n the tud.ly tend to beeo• delinquent. ~ever, 

1n aalc1ng thia ob1enation 1\ 11U•t. be recognized that the group 

claaailied as oldest repreaenta • distortion. Thia result• troa 

the t11ct that eve17 tmdq regardle1a ot the nunaber or children have 

an oldest child. Tab1e I also illustrate• that a d1tterefl0e in ordinal 

!/Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, .tJnravelin, Juvenile Delin
quency, (New Yorks 'Ibe CGllllonwealth Fa:nd, 1951. • p. 133. 

Yibid., P• 13.3. -
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position betweftn the reoidiviat and non-recidivist groups 1• evident 

in each c&teSOJ'T• With the exception or two categories, these 

differenc'!S appear to be onJ.1 11inor. The e1gnif'1cant ditterences 

occur in the cnq child. and the old.est child positions. ~n point 

eight perce?lt more rec1divi1ts wre only children while 12.8:% more 

non-recidirleta were oldea\ children. This ditference wo\lld aeem 

to indicate that when on'.q children become delinquent they do ao more 

aer1ously than othsre. Their problems usuall3' stem trom excessiTe · 

parental at tantion which resul. t in unheal tey' 1ntra-tard.13 relation• 

ships. L L te often these bo.,• do not as1oei.Jlte w1 th their peers and 

they uaually h&Te ditticult,y adjusting to group a1tuations. Whereas 

in oldest children, relationship• with parents are usual.]¥ eound and 

ditticulv arise• not becauae ot serious pathology but rather from a 

lack ot the proper CGmbi.nation of parental sup$"1siGn and control. 

' Another taotor which may altect the boy-a directl;y is that ot 

intellectual inadequacy. Children who are intellectually deficient 

will by" nature or this conatitutional or acqui red inadequacy be more 

apt t.o meet a1tuat1ons in their total enrtron•nt which may produce 

stress and which may contribute to resulting delinquent beb&vior. j 
Borderline intelligenoe according to the Rertsed Stanford Binet 

'nts't is eonsidered to be eigh1i,. 1hoe;e below eighv in intelligene 

are considered to be retarded or deficient. Table n 1lluatratea 

that a gnater number ot the delinquents under atuqr- are retarded as 

compared with the general population. It 1• also e1gn1tioant to note 

that in no categoey d1d the delinquent group coapare ta•orably vi th 

the general population. A llmitatlon to thi.a observation is one that 

applies to aey intelligence test and that 18 such test• are not 
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cultural]¥ or socially atratitied. This may have affected and 

distorted the actual scores attained by the delinquents who_ as 

will be ahown in tables VI and VU, com trOlll general]¥ low social 

and econoDl1c groups. Another limitation to this obaerYation concerns 

the relation betJraen teat results and the rapport that exiata between 

the ex&111iner and the person being tested. lt it felt that where \he 

rapport is poor the persons tested usual~ underachieve in testing. 

Most ot the delinqucurta vi th intelligence quotients shol!.~ in Table II 

ha're been tested at the Nova Scotia School tor Bqys soon alter their 

arriYal. In general_ it ie &SauDl8d that testing under such circum

stances would not be conducive to the establithllent ot po~itive 

rapport. Deapi te these lind. tat.ions 1 t ia tel t that the:re atill 

exists a aign.ifioant ditterenee between the intelligenciJ ot the 

delil'iquent group and the general popul.ation. Table II also 1lluatratea 

the wide J1Jargin of dit.terence between the recidiviste and non-reci<li

viste. The aoet aignitica.nt ditterence lies in the f'11ct that 

35 .3. aore recidivists are retarded than the non-recidiviata. Aleo 

34 • .3% aore non-.reoidiv1sts attained an intelligence quotient between 

eightq and n.1:hev than the recidivists. It is also significant to 

note th.at the one boy who had an intelligence quotient over 120 wa 

a recidivist. In general these differences would seem to indicate 

that brighter children have less cha.nee of becoming recidivists than 

dull O'r retarded children. 

/ <:Ile !actor which would se·ea to innuenee delinquents indi

reot:LT . througb their fulil1' structure 1s the size ot the faa~. 

A coabination of poor eoonollic resources (see Table Vt) and l&rge 

families would tend to create more streaatul aituationa for the 
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children involved. Table Ill Ulutrates that the majori\y ot the 

delinquents inoluded in this study cue fro• tandlie.s with tour or 

more chlldl"en. In the non-recidiTiet group., 62.S% of the boy$ t81le 

from tandliee with four or more children, and included in this group 

were 22 • .$j who came trom families with eight. o:v more children. The 

rec1d.1 v1st g:roup a ame f light\; larger tantilies, 67.1% or the 

beys came from families with l our or more children, and inolttded in 

this group were 26.5% who cue troa !oiliea with eight er •re 

ebildren. 0ol7lI,)ared with the delinquent gt-Qup the average number ot 

cl:i.ildren per tam1)¥ in Halifax counv in 19.,1!/ vae 2.4. This would 

indicate that the delinquent fodlies were considerably l•rger than 

families in thB general population. As vaa Mentioned previoual;y a 

ccabination ot large tami.lies and lbdted finaoeial reaource• tend 

to c~eaw stnestul situations for the children becauae the possibil ... 

1 ti.ea ot satisfying their growth needs are yery 1111ch le•••ned. / 

Table» III also illustrates that 9.3% llOre recidirt•ta than, 

non-recidivists c&11e from faailies with on11" one child. Again a 

was the case in the ,ordinal poai tion of the delinquent, tbi1 mq 

indicate that delinquent& who are on~ children hafl a tendency to 

be more seriously delitlquent than othendae when they do li>ec0Jll8 

delin(luent. 

/ It ia also interaating to note in :table III the difference 

betwtJen the recidiviat and 11on..-recidiviat .Ciauree tor f'aailiee ot two 

children./ Almost all the delinquents comi.ng tram tald.Ue• consiatina 

ot two children were non-recidivists. Die explanation tor tbie is 

not known, however, it does point to the tact ~t ·children coming 

froa faai.liea of this eize have a tAtndeney to be lees eer1ouel,y 

!leensua ot Can~ 19$1, VolUJ1e III, Table 131. 
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delinquent when they do become delinquent. 

Another factor which it was felt could infiuenoe the delinquent 

by tfay of family influence was the .11ari t.al st.abili tq or the parents . 

By examitting the J!Uiri tal status ot the delinquents• parents conclu

sions may be drawn regarding marital and fa.mily stabill 1V. 

/Table 1V illustrates the variation which exiats between the 

marital status of the delinquents' parents and the marital status 

ot parents in the general population o:t Nova Scotia. It ·enn be seen 

that a 8118.ller percentage or delinquents ' parents are together and a 

larger percent separated than in the general population. This would 

indicate greater marital instabili~ on the part of d.el1nquent i'am.

lie5;/ Such in1tab~li w in families can orea te teneian and s-treas 

f or children. When parents are having diffioul ties with their own 

relationships the ohildNn often become the objects ot displaced 

aggreasion and hoat1li t¥ y '!his m~ reaul t in the children recipro

cating by diaplaeing their own feelings ot inatabilitq on other 

peopl.e and things in an anti-social mannery Also when children are 

not able to obtain the1r afteo tional needs in the home due to. 

marital contl.1ct they may seek to fulfill these need• outside the 

home by asaociating with delinquent pee-rs. lberetore, it ie tel t 

th.at instabilitq" arises not onq aa a result et the actual separation 

but al.so as a result of the unrest and tension which precedes t.ne 

paraticm. Table IV also illustrate• that a higher percentage ot 

the d~linquents' parents are widowed as compared to the gene-r-al 

p.opula t.i·on. ain since being widowed 1.Jllpliee the abeence o~ one ot 

the parent t1guree the children •s need• in eo• ar-ea.a vill not be 

met and their reactions to these felt unmet needs u;y be anti

social or delinquent behavior. 
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lrable al.so po1nu out the variation between the marital 

status of the parents of t.bo recidiviat and oon-reeidiviat groups. 

Greater marital iristabili v is indicated 1n the recidivist group by 

a higher perce:ntage 0£ parent& being separated than in the non-recidi

vist group.~ia indicates that the po~s1billty of recidivists 

reacting to the resulting inatabil1t," w1 th serious delinquent behavior 

is greater than it is for the non- recidivists other interesting 

variation shewn in Table J:v is that t.'1e percentage of widowed 

parents is greater iri the non-recidivist. group than the recidivist 

group. 'I'b1s may be explained by the raet that the relationship 

between the children and their widowed parent is basical~ sotllld 

since widowhood. does net necessarily illply previQus marital connict 

as separation does. Therefore , when children of a widowed parent 

do get into diffiaul.V it is usualq of a le•s serjous nature than 

the diff ioul tq or children whose parents haTe separated. A turther 

an~a1s of defectiv-e fand.~v etructurea shews that the absence of 

the !ather from th,e home during the child •s developmental. years rnay 

be contributory- to juvenile delinquent behavior. I t would also 

appear that a direet relationship exists between the reasons for the 

father's abeenca and the seriousness of the delinquent behavior. 

f . . . 
Table V illustrates that the mo•t OOlllllon reaeon tor the 

tither's abaenee was separation. SurprisingJ.i however, after 

desc1-ib.ing the affect separation ma,- have on a child earlier 1n this 

chapter this table indicates th~t of the delinquents whose fathers 

were absent due to separation the greeter majoriv were non-reeidivista 

which ~llld •u~gest that they were leas seriously delinquent. Just 

aa surprising waa the fact that all the boys whose fathers were absent 
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- due to desertion were also non-ree1diviets.t It waa expected that 

due to the severi v or the emotional trama. that bore ot such 

families e-xperienee, when they become delinquent it would be or a 

very serious nature or that !:hey would mo11t likely become reaidiviate. 

Ole explanation that can he of!ered £or th.ts eeeminely re-vet"sal from 

the<>rJ is that the numbers shotm in Table V. are quite low and as 

a reeul.t are not statistically valid. It is belie~d that it it 

had been possible to study a lerger :number ot boys it would be tound 

that the oojoritq of those whose fathers are absent due to separation 

and desertion would be recidivists. Another explanation might be 

that most of these absent fathers bave on~ been absent during recent 

years and thero.fore t he depriva1',ion suffered by the child would not 

at as if the absence had oceUJ"red. early in the developmental 

year .. . 

'-able V alse illustrates that a majori v ot the boy• whose 

tethers were absent due to the tact that they were not married to 

the mother were reeidivists J This may be an indication that boys 

of sueh parant.'lge ,aufter greater emotional deprivation when the 

fathers are absent. The reason for this 1s wo-.told.. Fint in 

situations sueh as this the father is usual)¥ ab.sent fo_r the ent1ret,

of t he child 1s life and as· a result the child has no opportunitq at 

all to identity with a male t1gure who hold!s any significw,ee to hill. 

lao coupled with the depriva"tion utemming from the ... ctuol. absence 

of the rather is ·Mie strong social stigma which the child muat face 

by virtue of hi s illig1t1.mae,y .J Such sti. has a tendency to produce 

.feelings of insecurity 1n the child which are often man1£eeted in 

overt hostility towards sooiety1 and this 1n turn mq constitute 
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TABLE V 

DISTRIBUT.ION OF 66 DELINQUENT BOIS FROM HALIFAX OOUl'lt, 01 
AF'!ER-CABE SERVICE OF THE IEPAR'JMENT OF PUBLIC WEI.PARE 

BE'lWEEN JAW.AR[ 1., 19SS AND DEGEMB~ 31, 1961, BJ 
RECIDIVISM TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOCI., FOR BOIS AID 

CAUSE 01 BATURAL FATHER *S ABSEROE 

Cause ot TotAL Non-recidirlat Reo1M;:rlit 
AbNDCe 

Noe Percen~•i• No. Pere en ta&~ No . Pwcei\&1• - -
TorALt 66 100. oic 41 100.0i' 2S 100.0% 

Divorce: 4 6.1 2 4.s 2 s.o 

·Deaertion s 3 4.S 3 1.3 

eparatio:o e 26 ' 39.}. 17 41.S 9 )6.0 

Death: 18 21 .3 12 29.3 6 24.0 

Not Harried 
to Mother• 15 22.7 1 17.1 8 .32.0 

JS/oo'a/naok 
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other tactor which waa exudned becau•• it va• telt to 'be 

contributor., to delinquent behador was the incidenee of working 

aothers. 'lbe aignificenee of thia tact.or 11•• 1n the belief that it 

a • other 1• away troa the home workillg tor long period• ot t1M 

during the ehild •s developaental years, the ii otten unable by 

virtue of the time ele•nt alone to prorlde tor both the emotional 

and pl\feical. needa of the child. It ie further believed that b.r 

working away trom the boae a great demand 1• made ot the aother•s 

energy so that •he 11 often, pl\Jsical.]¥ incapable of eaz-1,ing the 

energy required to ••t the need• ot hel" eroving child./ 

/ In the total group studied 1 t wae f()und that 62 boy-a or )8 % 

had aother1 who had a work hiator., • Oomp_ared to this percentage is 

the 19Sl Census dat-a tor Nova Scotia which shove that on~ 8 .4. · ,of 

the •rried woaen vei-e working.!/ However, a liaitation enets tu 

t.1'11 compari•on nnce a subsequent 8Ul'Y8T ot Mrried voaen working 

tor pa;y in eight Canadian ci tie• ot which Halitax waa inolud•d shoved 

that on~ S6j of theae we•n hid eei-bdent ch1ldren.Y / 

q '1'o determim 11 there nre urr significant dit.t•Nnc•• 

between the ll"OUP ot delinquents with working J10tber• cd tho• 

without, the role of recidirl• in each waa exained aa this would 

ae•• to indicate the pattern of deltnquel10J' •1 In thoae boya vtth 

working aother1, 26 or 42% vere recidiYiata whereas of the 101 other 

bore there vere 37 or 36,6% recidirlsta. Th• Yariation 1n the•• two 

percentage• would not aeea to indicate any great ditterenoe in the 

!/nepartaent. ot Labor ot Canada, Women At Work In eana.da, 1958, 
P• 171, Table 12. · · 

'YMargoey King, "Mothers Workhg °'2taide The Houae" 
Canadian Conference .Ql Children, 1960, p. l. 
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delinquent pattern alreacb' eatabliahed.!/ 

W/lactors vi thin a child•• physical eavironll8nt are also 

thought to be contr1'0ut,or7 to delinquent behni.o:r. Lack of au.tfioient 

n.nancial reaourcee and the subsequttnt problems which result from thi• 

lack ll8J' be considered aa auch a tactor. When the economic securi t,' 

of a family ia 0on1tantl.7 threatened. by 1neuft1e1ent wages o,r unem

ployaent the e.aot.ional aecuritq ot the tamly will alao be affected. 

Parent• vho are worried about •uch probleaa will tran81111 t some ot 

tl:air mm tea.rt and teelinge of inaecur1• to their children,. If 

these conditions pers1et over a leng period of tbw the children•• 

personal.it,' erowtb may be adversely atrectAd./ 

/ Table VI show• that the majority ot the deUnqu1mte' tat.hers 

were e11plo.,ed •• unakilled laborera . Compared t.o the census tigure• 

tor the pner-1 population the number ot deltn,uent.st tather• emplo.,ed 

in uneld.lled l,abor waa 41.8% IIQN i Unskilled laborers 1n our econcmv 

have verr litttl.e Job aecur1ty and their 1nc-ome 1a at beet, marginal. / 

There.tore 1 t is reasonable to as•UM that. in aeneral, the delinquent 

population ha• much lees eeonom.c aecurit_y than the general popu

latio!l~ t ia al.so interesting t.o note that a greater percentage 

or tbe tat.here ot non-r,,cidiviata were ellJ)lqyed in unaldlled labor 

th$lt th4t .tat,ber1 of recidivists. Thie would ae81l to indicate that 

eoonoinic inaecuriv 1• not a vitallJ' iJlportent contributing factor to 

nq aeriou, delinquent behartor as that which 18 118Diteated 1n 

rec1diviets. 

lltavrence Gallant, Juy,nile Delinquencz And Wori<ing .Mothers 
(Unpubl1ahed Master•• thllaia, Maritime Schoo! ot Social Worlc 1962) 
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It is general]T reoogni.19d that juvenile delinquent behmor 

is infiuenoed b,y the physical conditi.on of the dwelling, the slU.11 tqpe 

of neighborhood, the housing •hortage. n"Y When .tell111ee. are crowded 

together in low etanderd dwellinga, unfortunate experiences rill 

inevitably arise which m.q have a detrb!:entaJ. atteot on the childre-n •• 

pe:Psonal11" development. Parents 81Jd children alike have no privacy; 

o!rl.ldren are able to observe at close hand. parent8l quarreling, 

tension• mount, and a J"'esult the children are otten the reoipien.t• 

of diaplaced hoatU1ts}r. It ie in aituatione such a• thi• thst 

children often feel compelled to spend as little time a, possible 1.n 

their homes and seek to meet their wmet need• v1thin a ju'fenile gang;,, 

/ Table VII illustrates very clearly' that the delinq,uent 

pap.ul.at1on hae a auch highe~ rate ot persons per room than the general 

population{ 'lhia would indicate that the irlc,idence flt overorowdillg 

is greater 1n the delinquent population. It is alao a1gn:lf1eant to 

note that a lllUOh sm&llar percentage of tauiliea in the delinquent 

population owned tbei:r ffl.m hemes a, compared with the general popu

lation. Thie would seem to indicate again the lower econolllio 

at.abill v ot the delinquent population. 

Due to the faot that crowded living f'ac111tiee do not 

necessarily b:ldioate a deep rooted disturbance 1n tami)Jr relationships 

1 t i• tel t that then would be very ll ttl& d.itference between the 

recidivi&t and non-recidivist group• 1n regards to the inoie:ene. of 

this taotor" tmtortunately, hc,vever it waa not tea•ible to examine 

this fro• the data. 

Y Vedder, op. cit., P• .5'.3. 

,.. 
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TABLE VII 

DISTRIBUTION OF 38 FAMILIES OF 38 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFA..X 
COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 
BY HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS, COMPARED TO 1951 CENSUS 

Delinquents' Families Halifax County 

NUJtber of persons 
in household: 

36,303~/ TOTAL: 282 
1 -- 2,089 
2-3 9 13,661 
4-5 21 12,380 
6-9 147 7,139 
10& 105 1,034 

Occupancy: 
36,30~/ TOTAL: 282 

Owner-occupied 58 22,030 
Tenant-occupied 224 14,275 

Type of dwelling: 
36,305.si TOTAL: 282 

Single detached 14~/ 22,795 
Single attached 136§/ 3,095 
Apartments, etc. 10,260 

Average number of 
persons per room: 

o.ssi/ TOTAL: 2.29 . 
Owner-occupied 1.98 0.7 
Tenant-occupied 2.59 0.9 

~/ From Census of Canada, 1951, Volume IV, Table 4. 

~/ Ibid, Table 6. 

£,/ Ibid, 

g/ Ibid, 

Table 9. 

Table 53. 

~/ Of the households in single-detached dwellings, 58 were 
owner-occupied and 88 were tenant-occupied; for apartments 
all were tenant s . 

WM'K7bt 
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J Close~ associated with this laat factor are the "neighbor-

hood intluences" which my also contribate to a child's beco~ng 

delinquent. It a child i• brought up in a neighborheod characterized 

by- high crime 7atea, moral laxity and a general disregard tor legal 

authority, it is ver:, possible that health,1 peraonalH:q d•velopment 

will be b1ndered✓Fer during the developmental years the child is 

atriving to incorporate 'ibe values o.t othu'8 into himself. There• 

fore , it a child lives in an area where unsuitable value• are 

prevalent, then it is quite poaaible that these value• will be 

ineorpol"ated 'by bill. Thi.a sit-uatic:m is particular)¥ true 1£ the 

child's immediate family' does not provide stable adult figures with 

vhom he can :identit)', and aa a :reaul t he auat turn to the neighbor

hood for the eatie-taction ot this need/ 

/or the deli nquent group a"tudied it was po1aible to record 

the general ne-ighborhooda or eight, boy1. ot this group eishtq 

pereen t came tram neighbQrhoode vi thin the c11tl' whicb are considered 

to be very poor tor ~••1dent.ial living/ 'lhe1e area& are uinly 

i:nd.ustrial and o011111e;rcial aones. Most of the private living accommo

dat1ona i n these area• e.re ot verr poor qual1V and are highly crowded. 

Of the eigh\v percent ot the delinquent. living 1n these are:as 

there is very little difference between the pe-rc,entage of rtcidiviats 

and non-reoicU.vista. 1hts would seem to indicat. that poor neighbor

hood conditions are oontr-i butor;y to delinquent behaVior. However, it 

does not seem to be a deciding i'aotor in causing a delinquent to 

become a recid1:riat. "Ibis -.r be explained b;y the tact that adverse 

neigbbo~b.ood innuenoea are main]¥ physical or s1 tuational tao tor, 

and do not actual]¥" create t.be gross pathology which the recidivist 



- bl -

,hove. 

}:_quen t ch•nP• ot ?'4iaidence ht ai.o be co~ai dered an 

1,mpor\an\ factor 1n 1ntluencina deltr,qu.nt behaYior. n a t•1ly 

cnangea ~heir re1id!tnc• •8117 time• 9"r • period of 7eara • d1aturbing 

atteot be eri.d.enced in the children of the family'. F~ciuent. 

• will clill'Upt the cbil.cb'•n•• aocialiaing activit,' bacauae r 111
-

lationebip which theJ hA'ff been able to tor11 1d thin thtlr peer 

ro-qp v1U utualq diaaoln with each aon. Their acbool attendance 

will alao be dlarupt..d, and they auat trequentll' bear the burden of 

adJutt1a, new ac-hool• ·and teaotwra. lt ia a1pifiom1t to under-

the. 

that 

Furt 

wq taa111•• tlnd 1 t. neo••••r.r to 11<>•• nveral t1:m•• vi thin 

• ci t, o-.er _• pel'iod ot year, . In aeneral .it, ca be .••1y} 
1a vpe ot bebattor :1nd1o-ate• lack ot tail.7 • tab111tq ./' 

ore rit the parenta are unatabl• \hi.a MV be tran1Jl(J.tt.d to 

tJ. children vho MT 11ke.v1•• beooae unatable. 

T-able VIII illu•tr•te• the number of • Ovtl• • &de ~ the 

ditf•rent delinquent. groupa. It 1• intenating to not. that 77 .2J 

of t'M non-rec1d1T1•t• hat one or l••• moTe• where•• onq 61.lJ ot 

the reoidivi1t1 are found 1n th••• cateeorl••• The difference 

be,.tne12 the•• two P•N•~tapa ... u a1gn1t1can t eno to auu••t 

that the rec1dl .S.1t f•111ee were lea, •table than the noo-Ncidi

viat.. Aleo ot ,1igrd.ttoance 11 thta tact that onq 4.4% ot tbe non

reo1d1viet. hid •ix or 11r>n aowa u oanpared with 12.9. of the 

NCid.iTil\f •. Al.th thia difference 1• not ••l'1 aNat thl•• 
percen t.ac•• Jaigbt auae•t tba t wi-e ater tlw number ot aou1 a bo.r baa 

the greater are h1• obano•• ot baooains • raoidina't.. ever, 1n 

aak1ng th11 o~enation it 11U1t be emphaaized \bat the actual • 
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are not as signi.t'1cant tc the children es are the 0onnotat.1ona which 

these moves hold in regards to parental and tand.ly etabili tq. 

J The last faetor which will be considered 1n this eahpter is 

the one dealing w1 th school achievement or progreea. is factor 

bas been left until last because it is felt that di!fieult1es in 

ahool are to a large degree the result of prior influences ot other 

!aotors 1n tbe ohild's environment, well as a oo:ntrlbu-4"...ory ea.use 

ot delinquent behavior. If a child has be-en ~tlue11ced. b,v- these 

other f'aetora earU.e-r in 11fe and personaliw damage bas resulted, 

going to school •a;v- prove stressful enough to cause them to rE>bel 

and appear as a hebanor or an aeade:111ie pi"'oble• in school. / 

/ One cr1 terion tor evaluating whether or not a child bas 

djut1ted well to the ao-hool program 1a to me.1..$\U'e h1e acadendc 

progress, and this lllf.\Y be done by exMining tor variations from 

xpected grad.es. / 

Table IX illuetrates the variation ft"Om expected gi:-ades for 

both the recidivist and non-recidivist group. It 1s seen that a very 

startling degree of difference exi'sts between the two groups.. In 

the reoidirlst group 98$ of the boys were between one and three grades 

b$hind their expected grade, while in the non-recidivist group onl1' 

44.2% of the boys were between one and three grades behind their 

·xpeoted grade. Also, o,yer half 0£ the non-recidi'v1sta were in 

proper grades -while only tve percent of the recidivists were in 

proper grad.ea . Th.ese variations appear very conclU11ive in indicating 

that delinquents who do show lack ot school achievement are aos-t 

likely to becOII& reo!d1viat•• However. one llllitation doee erl.at 

which when comsidered will narrow the variation appreciably. '!bat is, 



TABLE IX 

CHART TO SHG/ DISTRIBUTION OF 136 DELINQUENT :.80YS FROM HALIFAX 
couwtt, ON AFTER-OARE s:imv.teE OF THE DEP AR'l'MENP OF PtlBLIC 

WELFARE BE'.tWEEN JANOAif! 1, 19$5 AlID DECEMBER 31, 1961 
BI VARIATION FROM EXPECTED GRADE PRIOR TO FIRST 

COMMITMENT TO NOVA SOOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOI 
FOR NON-RmIDIVISTS AND RmIDIVISTS 

o l 
ONE OlUDE .AHEAD 

Nonl'!Prec1d1viet, l ( 1 • .3$) 
, TOTAL: T { ) 

OOOOOOOQOI000000000,0000000QOJOOOO()OOOO;oo00090 47 
xl 

000000000,0 11 

0()00000 7 

oooooGOooicoeoeoeoo: 20 

IN PROPER ORA.DE 
Non-reeidivistt 47 (S4.71,l 
RecidiYiet: 1 ( 2.0j 
TOTAL; }itr( 

ONE GRAUE BEHIND 
Non-recidivut; ll (12,8%) 
Reeidirlltt 4 ( 8.0%) 
TOTAL: 1>(11.~) 

TWO GRADES :8EHI.ND 
Non-recidirl1tt 7 ( 8,.2%) 
Becidivistt 13 (26.0%) 
TOTA.Le 20°"(lj,9j) 

DlU'D'n:Y •mv.no:.-~,xx 32 

00000 won-recidirtsta 

THREE GRADES BEHIND 
Non- recidirt•tt 20 (23 .2j) 
Beeidiviet: _Jg_J64.0%) 
TOTALs ~ ( ) 

.xxxxx Iecid1vi•t• 

Each .,..~1 repre,enta one bo,. J colons are eubati tuted tor 
symbols to llal"k the tetllJ nllllber tollodng the e.nnbols show 
boys 1n the catego2;7 indioated • 

Pereentaae• 1hown are percen,tage, o~ the sillilar tµ'QUp, !!_a ot 
non-reoid.i'Vilt• 1 ot rec-idivista, or of t.he total. 

DOB/mu.ck 
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•• v-aa indicated in Table 11, ;,.;% more :rec1d1viats than non

recidivista vei--e ret,arded. Nevertheless, even when this percentage 

is taken into account there still remains a significant va!"'iation 

between the two, and. the or-iaPJl&l conclusion is st.ill applicable 

though to a lesaor degree. 

p,{he o'bjectin• or tb1s eJ1apter were threefold. First it wa 

attempted to wbow that varioua .factors when studied can be ahown to 

appear with gr,ea't.er trequency in delinqµent bqf s · than ib non-d.elb• 

quent boys. / A second obJectiw vas an atteapt to •how that th••• 

&&lie factor~ should appear with more frequency again in the more 

1er1oua '\"pe ot delinquents or :ree1div1·ats than 1n non-recidiviata. 

Thirdly, 1 t waa believed that if the second obJe-ct1ve waa attained 

tbfuJ -1 t migb t be poaaible to -use theae linding1 •• a predictive 

dertce 1n identUying potential reoidi vista. ~ 

Concerning the first objective 1 t wu possible to show the 

following things, ~ grea tar percentage of the delinquent, population 

ia mental'.q N tarded and in genera1 lover in aental1 v . than the 

general. population. 'l1le average delinquent t•i~ le laraer than the 

a\rerage non-delinquent family. A gNater percentage ol the parents 

ot delinquents are eeparat.ed as compared with the parent-a ot non-

delinquents. A greater percentage ot the mother& o! delinquents 

were working compared to mothers in the general population. A 

greater percentage of the t'ather• of delinquent.a were ~ marginal 

unskilled labor•• coll})8.red to the general population, thus indicating 

a lower incOM rate tor the delinquent group. Crowd•d houaing was 

more pr&-Yalent in the delinquent group than in the non-delinquent 

group and a mnaller percentage ot delinquent tailiea owned their 

own homes as compared w1 th the general population. Finalq it vaa 
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ahown that aoat ot the delinquent population came fl'Oll the poor, low 

etandard area• ot Halifax. / 

Concernini the eecond objective the follovin& observations 
/_ 

were aade. Recidi rtata made up the saaller percentage ot the 

delinquent populationl" The average age at time ot first commit-

aent waa lower tor the recidivist .group. '!he average length ot stay 

in the Nova Scotia School tor Bo.r• on t1r1t cOlmli ant wa• longer 

tor the recidivist group. A greater percentage of recidivist• were 

onq and oldest children aa compared with non-recidivi1ta. A greater 

percentage ot recici1viats were Mntal~ retarded as coapared vi th the 

non-reeidiviat &roup. A greater percentage of the parent. ot 

reoidivi1ts are ,separated \ban are parents of non-recidirtsta. The 

rather'• abaenoe due to separation and de1ertion was greater 1n the 

non-recidivist sroup than the recidirtat group. 'l'be fathers• absence 

due to the tact that they were not married to the delinquents• 

mothers was greater in the recidivist group than the non-recidivist 

group. 'Dle incidenee of working aothera 11 about the 1ame for both 

groups. A. greater number of the fathers of non-recidiviata were 

eapl07ed in unskilled labor position• than were the fathers ot recidi-

vista. Approximately the same percentage o.f recidivieta as non

recidiviet1 cue trom areas where poor living etandarda were prevalent. 

Recidivists • tand..lles move from one residence to another more otten 

than non-recidiviata. FinaJ.ll' achool achien•nt is much poorer in 

the recidivist group. In concluaion it waa felt that of the Yariationa 

recorded between the recidivist and non-recidivist groupa the ones 

ot most significance were those which showed a greater incidence ot 

unhealthy parent-child relationships in the recidiviat grottpa. It 

( 

aust alao be stated however, that the presence of many ot these other / 
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factors increased the amount of original distrubanoe in the parent

child relationships. Theref'ore, a general higher incidence of' tbeae 

tact.or• in the recidivist· group would •eem to indicate that these 

bo,s suffered aore aeTitre personality daaae than boys who were 

non-recidivist. 

«/With regard to the third obJective or tbi.1 chapter it ie 

felt that rather than ua1ng the frequency with lfhioh th••• £actors 

appear in delinq,uent boya aa a predictive device, it aight be more 

uae.tul and aore accurate to use them •• warning aign~. That is if 

boy• show a high puoentage ot th••• tac tor• it 1a quite poaaible 

that they aq beco• reeidivi1ta. With thi• knowledge in aind, and 

aa a preventiYe •••ure the1e boy• could then receive additional help 

and auperrls:lon with the aim ot reducing the pea•ibilit)r ot their 

. / becoming reci<U.vist. 

----' 



OBAl>TER IV 

T Ill 'lHB INS'f.I MIO: 

few ,araou votkin1 1n Iba fteld of jUftatle 4-linquancr 

1'0llld. diapuW that ~ pro, • correo\ift 1n1tilut1on 

ould J)J!'O-.U. '- ol.inqu.n\ ohlld vi\h "'1Cl'la0at1ft -•taint. ---------··--- -

taw· cleft1~t of• beal\tv" ptrwnal.1• 111d hi• •••••.tul 
N •ooiev. lt s. furtber beliti,...4 wt thro· ------· -- ··-· 
•X1>trie.noe 'lit oOMnJftiV U: 'the deU:ncl\MHl\ ohlld. can 'be led to 

realise that We hold• MftY aatl•taotlou tor hla 1rh1on_ he o• 

aobtffe 'bl' fo1l°"'-"• aoot.lt, accepted ••• of lHtha~or. 

lll•piu obnacJle• euoh •• a bi1tol"ioa1. d•••loraent vbich 

... 4NP1'° -tooted i11t puD1 .. ,. and "an•ll•tic• ••• \lN., and wllioh 

placed -,or aphbie on ou•wclial oar.e, bani tu'1ou tor delir.aquente 

IIO'fina ba t.be aiftotion ot t\ well-balanced tnawnt oriented -
c..a.•l~. 

a which •ned pluri)t- u t;•a• of 

(I' I \ 1• not naptuoua av ttiat JIOfl\ 4•linquenta vho an 

•ni to an tn• ed • obanc• to denlop tun; Ire• troa 

\M. vvps»a inn.uencea • or o ... 1u.s end ni.wn 

't'aluea ot re•peo\ tor and eJQ)tnenoe 1n deaoffa~o UY1zti✓ 

.uo•uoMl. be1PJ other•, ·• s-nod ot conuoll41d vainint.• 

.... _...., need .X,.rla of ••tabU.•liina a Poli Un idet>tlticatt cm 

witb. a Hl"tioular •taff --.,., still oti.n relief lroa the dAilland• 

of' oloH ~,onal rwlattonahf.1,19. Mtd to aoa.utre •ocatf.onal 

akUla~io t1 :a tor 1-tar llYel.ihood,. f i t --~ bt n 

.. SG -

:bed 
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v1tb1n theu Oim· CClll'a'blt4••· .lt 1• • &Oftl"Olllftt •-tlJ 
an tor at.la J r.r.uquq\a ot all rcrr14•• 

reliaioua te1111• tt ac 12) -... 
oonducted iJ2 1'61 1, ••• c ., .. 

• 

•• rMOl'dl o~ \bl 16.J bo.,a included in 

a°'U(lY • rT.--~VU .... • acCCQ'dlna '° tbJ-M-

told c1a1aiticaUoc ot d•llnquen\ peraotaali v cteacnbed en-lies- 1n 

1• ohap\U. Honwr, beoau•• oL a.oordi.118 d1MNpano1•• tide could 

not be d with U011Dt ot Yalid1'7 or acovaoy excep\ 111 a few 

cue• . Sino• it vu appann\ \bat no cleat" diattnc,s.cm n1 ude at 

ot oOlllll ta.nt •• to wba\ ot deltnq•n\ tine ... 
•• ot tnatant he llight blet benefi\ troa, 1, vu Mt Ula\ 

i• aubffq•nt 14Ju1t111nt Ude 111 the 1D1t.1.tut;lon -r bOld illPol'tan\ 

int, Mon ooncent.na recidi'ri,a. For u N40rd• indioaMd tha 

t 1ht JlrfttaU.. 
,1 ot Sodal 
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the recidiv.iet group did not adjust •• vell 1n the inlt.1. tution •• 

the non-recidivi•t gt"O'l:lJ), thia might be a •trons indication that the 

recidivist group vaa largeq ude up of thole delinquent• who, it 

they had 'been olasa1t1ed, would have been conaidffed ether than 

paeudo•aocial, and ti.re.tore in need ot . a apeci&l. t,-pe ot treatment. 

In order to a119sa the adJuetaent the d.eliDQuenw ude in 

the inati tution thNe area• weN coneiderecl and cri te:ria were 1et up 

tor each. The tirat vaa the delinquent •a adjui\llent to the iaposi tion 

ot diaciplln.e and col'lt.rola. In moat NCorda it 1raa indicated in 

definite terms hov the bo, ao:cepted discipline and oontrola. ~ the 

record ata ted that the bOT "accepts discipline vell" or ttmade good 

adjuetment to d11oipl111e" it vaa e•aiuated as a po11tiYe adJuataent. 

U the recoJd atated that the bo.,"rejects autboriv" or "resents 

cUscipline", 1 t vu e•&luated u a neaat1Ye adjuaillent. It the record 

••• not expllci t in eitber 1l1dicating a po• itive or a ne.gattve adjuai-
• 
) 

•nt 1 t lfaa evaluattd u an indeteratnate -.djuatllent. 

Of the total ·uoUp studied 100 bCI"• wre non-recidiviatl and 

63 were reeidivisi,s. Of \be 6), aennteen 00.,1 h8d three cc.it.aenta 

to the School., and, ~t the ae·Htrteen6 seven boys had toUJ" aonmd.taent.e 

to the School. 

Table 10 Uluatrate• that there vaa n17 littae d1tference 

b&tireen the adjuatlllent to ciiscipline •• aade bJ' the reci.divtat end 

the non-Tecidi'ri.at p-oup. Coaparing the poeit-iYe adJuetaenta made 

by the two git-oup• it i• uen that there 1• a 9.7 percent better 

adjuataent on the part et the non-reo1d1vilt poup. '!he perc,ntage 

of •aoh group ••kil'li negattft adjustments waa al.mos\ ident,ioal. Aa 

co11pared vi th tbe non-rec1d1rlat group 6.4 percent more of the 
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indicated that 1t ba.,s ot the latter two claasiticatione U' 

cOIIDli tted to • correctional inati tution it can be e:xt>eoted that their 

'1d.juttlllent while in t he inst! tution will be ot a negative or at least 

doubtful quality. In Nova Scotia tao1lit1.ea tor pre-cOllllitlilent stu<t, 

1-gnoe11 are w r;y lind ted, •• are 11>eoial treat.ment centers tor 

elinqmnt:J whoee behavior indicate a need for saob aerY1c•. There-

t'or, when bo,a appear in court, the •tr•te bu no altemative 

but to cOllllit tha to ,11e Nova Scotia School tor Boye it their 

beba'rior 1• sue at the c01111Uni t;y 1• being odv•r••l.¥ attected and 

there 1• no hope ol curtailing tb1a behavior outside ot a cuetod1al 

placement. a.nee at the Nova Scotia School t or Dor• all VPe• ot 

delinquent.a are receiftd and eared tor UDder one ,dart\ tt1,tatant · 

proar•• will.obi• deeisned to provide a. re-educative eJtperience tor 

bo.ra who have violated th.it lave o~ \te cC1m1Uni v, but who po••••• 

eeaenti~ unduaa.ged pereonali ti••• By dividing the total group 

ot bo.r• which were studied into recidiv.l.et and non-recidin.at. poupe, 

and b;y COIIIJ>aring tbeil" ,ubsecquent sdjue tzaents to placement in the 

bVa :scotia School tor Bo.r• 1 t wu found that the recidi 'fiat aroup 

ade a much poorer adJuetant than the non-reoid1v1•t gr()up, Al.thou.sh 

not ehcnm in th1e chapter it vaa also found that upon ,u~eq_uent 

co-1 taenta tl roentagee ot ad.Juatriaent tor ti. recidiv1•t• reuined 

almost identical t4 the percentages shown 1n their ti.rat comai taent. 

(Tables I, I.J; and XII) . From these obnnat1ona it vaa telt that one 

po11ible explanation tor this apparent dieorepancy 1Jl adJu•taent between 

the wo group• 1a that the reoidiviat group contain• a l>Ullbtr ot bqye / 

who it tbey had been propel"]T diaanoN<l would have been found to li>e on. 1 

ot the two delinq1leflt tn>e• which are esMntial~ untreat.ble 1n a 

correctional. 1nat1tuUon. 1t·1e alao felt that a1nce auch a hi&h 



- 1u -
percentage ot rec1d1v1atl ad.Juat poorly to the achool, 1uoh a 

criterion Jlligh.t be uaetul in identH)·ing or predicting potential 

reeid1viate. Such a 111ethod Jlight be helpful to those in charge ot 

the school and atter-eare 1n poillting out bo;r• in need of additional 

guidance or perbap• tl"e&tment v1 th the goal l»ing an attelq)t to 

preve.nt and reduce the rate ot recidin.Pt. 

.... 

' ~- •·' .. .. .. ,. 
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CHAPTER V 

C0NCLUSI0: ND BECO DATI0NS 

Thia hu been a atudT ot 163 delinquent bqr• troa Halifax 

Count, who were on after-care service of the Department ot Public 

Welfare between Janua1"7 1. 19SS and December 31, 1961. O'l en.a-

ning the case records of thaae boya tour main objective• vere held 

in rlev. 1Pirat of all it vu felt that certain factors when present 

in a child'• envireJ211ent liq lead to personaliv damage. Since it 1• 

belie-Yed that delinquent behavior 1• a aanite• tation ot peraon.alit, 

damage the•• facto~ were applied to the delinquent group with the 

intention ot establiahing whether or not thq were preaent 1n an•ter 
frequency than in the general population ot non-delinquenta. or the 

factor• ohoaen on~ aix could be direot]t coapoed with fi&ur•• tor the 

general population. The•e six wares the incidence ot aemtal Nt&rd•

tion, tamly siae, marital • tab,111'6, working aothera, eooncmic 

in.•ecurit, and poor housing faciliti••• For each factor it va• 

eatabliahed that the frequency of occurrence va• • ipit:tcant~ grea-ter 

in the delinquent gN>up than in the &eneral population. It va• uie-

tore concluded that delinquent bo,1 hne greater peraonaliv damage 

than non-delinquent 'bcv•• 

'11Mt aecond objective va• an atteapt tt> deterlline whether· or 

not. vi thin the delinquent group there were meaaurable difference• 

between recidirl• ta and non-recidi'rlata., In order to achieYe th1• 

objectiYe the enrlronmental tact.or• •• outlined above vith the addi t1on 

ot tour othera were applied to both the recid:1:rlet and non~cidivi• t 

- 7,'i -
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group•• The tour eddi t.ional tactora were• ordinal opo81 tion of the , 

delinquent, t he incidence ot abaent father•, neighborhood infiuancea 

and laok of achool achieve•nt. With the exception of vorldng ·110thera, 

(p~r houeing and n•i~rhood. influence; the a-.oid1nat group •h~d 

a conatderabl.1' h!~ 1~1d•~• ot all taetora~) ('theH_ tindin&• would 

1e• to indioate '1lat 001• vno wer-e reoid1~1•ta bad greater per1on--------- --
ali ty de age than boy a vho were non-reo1di Yi• t ~ It ••• alao indicated 

by theM t1Min11 tb•t taotora -• attecting baaio parent-child relation

ip1 iee•d to appear moat f r equent in the noidi"Yiata vher.•• 

taotor8 in•olrlng the child'• PlV'•ical environaent appeared le•• 

trequentl.7 or w1 ••• frequency tor both group• • ( It va1 there-

tore conclu1 that the ba• i1 ot reoidi Tia 1• found in the ext.Int. ot 

e !eChild '• own (l. •d pa.tholoa, cauA4 spectfically unbealth;v 

lat1onlh1.P• with parent. ./ It vu rot.h•r concluded that relation• 

1hipa betv.een parent and child becoa taulv aainl.1' du• to deep-rooted 

penonali v diaturbanoe in the parent• . 

• teneion which alreactr exi•t• in 

en other tac tor• 

• nlat1oneh1p• 

aJX1 1n thi.a WQ', co play an taportanl :rol.e in onat:tng a ·.rec1d1-

Yiat., · · c, 
~ third obJ•ct~.,.. or this• vu an atteapt to deknd.ne 

whether the ditferenoe• exiatin& between the rec1d1Y11t and non .. 

recidiniv.groupa were ot auttio1ent •1an1t1canc. to proride • baa1.a 

tor predic-tion. , ! a• 118t>tioned pr,eY1ou1]3 1 t ••• tound that 1n the 

tact.oi-1"111\udted the nc1d1n•t• differed •tpitio-.ntq tt'OII th• non

recidirl•taJ hoveftr, it -is not tfelt that the1e d:ltterencea could be 
' . 

u,.d ••1• ••11d Mat>• ot prediction, becauae in the{faotora studied, 

pqcbological and• onal infiuence• vere on)3 indicated by --, ·ot 
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apeculation and tberetore ere not nece11•d~ accurate . A high 

incidence ot th4tae factors iD • delinquent. bow,..-er, uy be uaed •• 

~ , 1nd1oat1.on or • varn1n& a1gn that a ,-rt1cular bo,r UJ" tum out to 

be • reoidivi•t . It 1• 1uage1t.d that \be tbeo1"7 behind the T&lue 

ot prediction • till be14a true, and 1t 1a N00111119llded t,bat, additional 

research and experiaentatioo be carr.ied out with the «la ot lmpronna 

the val.iditiv ot pndicti.,. deno•• · ,en thi1 baa ~•n acnieftd and 

it 11 po11ible to identify poten t ial recic:l~Yi•ta it wicll then be the 

ta1k ot tboH concerned with '1'llt problem to uke u1e of thia utoraa-

tion b;v' lamenting anti baprortng preventive progr•• . ( ooe naoomaen-

dat1on lligbt be ear]¥ tNat.aent ot ta1U•• and. children b;r dul3' 

qualified •octal. aa•no1•• vben it. i• ahcnm that 1nt.rperaonal Nlationa 

bewMn the pannttt and a particular child aN oonduciY• to ·the child'• 

becoll1.ng .,, nc1d1vi1t. ) It ia., alao reo°"'8Dd.ed that action be under1.. 

taken to draw toa, 11" and, co-ordinate tb• ettorta o.t •ll "helpina• 

prote••1ona \ov•rd• ~• cca110n aia ot •clor1ng 11etbod1 ot re ... du-

catina \he taail1•• ot obilc:Q'en tound be potentS.al reo1~1ri•ta. 

The fourth and final obJecti.,. or W.a •t'llclY -••• to eXMinv, 

tor •i&n1t1cant d1tterenoea, ,\he ,ad.Ju• ta • ade v ncidiTi•t• and 

non~recidt.Y1at1 to inati\uU.oaal placeaent 1n the tlOTa Scotia School 

tor Bo.v• . In ord•r to•••••• the adJu••nt the delinquenta made in 

the 1nat1tut1on tbre ••• ••r• cone1dered and Criteria were Mt up 

tor eaoh . Thi•• are-a• INN: delinquent.' •dJuatunt to the 

1apoa1 tion of d1eo1pl1ne and oQntrolaJ the delinquenu • abil1 v to 

n&•i• 1n aooialt1in1 a.c\ivitq, and the QUalit, ot '118 deUnquente• 

1e>o1al re?:lab111 ta\ion . Frtolll the cri terla ••tabli•hed 1 t ••• found 

that t he rec:ldirlat group Mde a 11Uch poorer •dJuataient while 1n tbe 
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1h1'1tut1on, Thie 1.Ddioated tbat t he,- au•t be ba•1c reasons vtu 

one aoup ot b071 v1ll adjuat •or. tavorabq to inatitutional place

. ment than others. ( It vould alao indicate that 1uoh placement 1• 

not alvqa ad•1 .. ble aa a mean• ot traataent, and that 10 .. del1nquente 
- ------

could benetil troa a different, tqpe ot treataent~· furthaao:n, 1t 

del1nquentl appearina in cour~ 1dentifie4 •• being ot a 

pariieular vpe, requ1rlna a particular treat.en, program, then 

unnec••••r.r and non-productive oCJllllitaentll could be areatq reduced. 

It va1 round that vitb1n the general oatego17 of delinquent 

pe1>eonalit., there were three diatinct aub-categoF1ea1 pnudo-aoc1al, 

a1ooial and neurotic• Within the1e three it va, alao tound tba t under 

o~dinary oirc••~•• on]T the pa~udo-eoc~•l boy• can beneti t from 

oorreot1onal aohool plaoe•nt, while aeocial and neurotic bar• 

becau1e of more serioua and baaic diatur~ancee require apec1alize4 

care which can uaual.]¥ on]¥ be teund in apeeial treatment center•. 

Since the•• two categorl.e• ot delinquent boy• are not aui table t or 

treataent in the oorrec1;1onal 1n•t.t tution 1 t va• aa,umed that 1t the, 

•hou1d be plac~ in 1110b a aettln& than their aubaequent adjuaant 

would be poor. · It••• then •bown that 1n actual pract1M in KoYa 

Scotia due to the tact that. the Noya Scotia School tor Bo:r• 1• t.ne 

onq .tacil.1 v •••ilable tor the placement ot delinquent boy• 1 t 1• 

neoe11a17 for •s1atrate1 to cOllllit all bo71 to th11 taciliV regard

le1• ot their pereonali fir claasification, it their beharlor deunda 

outtodial oare. Therefore, it can be exptoted that within the NoYa 

ot1a &:bool tor BoT• there will be delinquent• who vill not reapond. 

t.o the tre t program and •• a reaul t when their adju1taent 18 

meaaured aooordin1 to the criteria •tnioned prertoua:i, they will 

;_ 
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MARITIME SCHOOL OF SCXJIAL WORK 

RESEARCH PROJECT, 1961-1962 

Schedule for Reading Department 
of Public Welfare Records 

Schedule No. Read ___ _ 

I, ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

- 80 -

dc61 

Edited ___ _ Coded 

1. Month and year opened DPW ___ _ 2. (_) Active DPW on January 1, 1962 

Closed DPW on---------.---
( month and year) 

3. Reason for closing: 

4. (_) Not known to SSI 

If known to SSI, give dates and agencies registered: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

5. Show below all changes of guardianship from birth, with month and year of change, 
relationship of new guardian to delinquent (if any) and reason for change; 
identify guardian at time of delinquency: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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DPW Schedule --- 2 dc61 

Schedule No. 

II . FAMILY CONSTELLATION 

Memb 
~irthplace Mo & yr born Ethnic origin ~e+igion 

. (c) (d) 
i 

1. N, 

2, N 

···-·· .l 

3. S 

4. s 

5, A 

6. A 

7, F 

8. F 

9, C 

i. 

ii. 

iii 

iv. 

v. 

vi. 

vii 

viii 

ix. 

x. 

xi. 

xii 

xiii 

xiv 

xv. 

atural mother 
------

tep-father 

tep-mother 

doptive father - -· 
doptive mother ; 

-· 

oster father ! .. 
1 ! . 

aster mother ! i I 
: 

hildren (list in order of birth beginning with the oldest, by groups, and 
include delinquent in sequence) 

i 

Ma Fe St Hf Ad Fo ; I 
I 

I I I 
' i 

- ..... 

I 

I 
----·-- -- - -· 

- c--•-

-· 

-···-

- w ·--

. 

-··------ ...... 
I 
! ... - -·• I 

I . : ·-·-I 
I 

- ·-+ l I 
I ' I ! 

I ' 
l 

! ' ' . 
( __ ) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 

I 
i 



III. FAMILY MARITAL HISTORY 

Member: 

1. Natural father 

2. Natural mother 

J. Step-father 

4. Step-mother 

5. Adoptive father 

6. Adoptive mother 

7. Foster father 

8. Foster mother 

(i gle , 
I j 

i 
I 

I 

- 82 -
Schedule No. __ _ 

Married 
Date Place 
(b) 

Divorced 
Date Place 
(c) 

Separated ' Widowed 
Date Place Date P1ace 
(d) I (e) 

9. Children (list in order of birth beginning with the oldest, by groups, and in
clude delinquent in sequence) 

St Hf Ad F 0 
I I I 

i. 
... 

ii . 
ii i. 

iv . 
v. 

vi . 
vi i. 

vi ii. 

ix • 

x. 

xi • 

xi i. 

xi ii. 

xi v. i 
xv 

! 
l I . 

\ 
, 

(_) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if marital history of any family member is irregular, and give 
detail on back of sheet, i dentifying member by number. 

·-



- 813 -
DPW Schedule --- 4 Schedule No. 

IV. FAMILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY 

Age left Last grade Type of 

,!:!ember: 
school comQleted work 

. (b) (a) (c) 

1. Natural father 

2. Natural mother 

3. Step-father 

4. Step-mother 

5. Adoptive father 

6-. Adoptive mother 

7. Foster father 

8. Foster mother 

Wage per 
wk mo Y£. 
(d~ 

dc61 

Date began 
this job 
(e) 

9. Children (list in order of birth beginning with the oldest , by groups, and in
clude delinquent in sequence) 

Ma Fe St Hf Ad Fo 

i • 
-

i i. 

i ii. 

i v . 

V . 
V i. 
-

V ii. 
.. 

V iii. 

i l{ • 

X . 
X i. ~. 
X ii. 

X iii. 

X iv. 

X v. 

(_) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 



- ~ -

DPW Schedule --- 5 dc61 

Schedule No. 

FAMILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY (page 2) 

2.1 (_) Clieck here if record shows IQ for any family member and give detail below, 
identifying member by number from previous page: 

2.2 (_) Check here if record shows change of school for any family member except 
delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number from 
previous page: 

2.3 (_) Check here if record shows truancy, expulsion, other school difficulties, 
special classes, high achievement or other significant information about 
school history of any family member except delinquent, and give detail 
below, identifying member by number from previous page: 

(_) Check he~e snd ~ontinue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- 85 -

DPW Schedule --- 6 dc61 

Schedule No. 

FAMILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY (page 3) 

J.l (_) Check here if record shows changes of job for any member of family except 
delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number from page 1 
this section. 

3.2 (_) Check here if record shows difficulties on the job for any family member 
except delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number as 
above. 

3.3 (_) Check here if record shows unemployment for any family member except delin
quent and give detail below, identifying member by number as above. 

3.4 (_) Check here if record shows that any of the delinquent's mother-figures 
worked at any time during their association with him and give detail 
below. 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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DPW Schedule -- 8 

VI. HOMES DELINQUENT HAS KNOWN 

1. Address 

2. Type of dwelling 

J. Number of rooms 

4. Number of occupants 

5. If owned, what value? 
If rented, what rental? 
If free, from whom? why? 

6. Facilities lacking 

7. Reason for leaving 

8. Other significant information 

1. Address 

2. Type of dwelling 

3. Number of rooms 

4. Number of occupants 

5. If owned, what value? 
If rented, what rental? 

· If free, from whom? why? 

6. Facilities lacking 

7. Reason for leaving 

8. Other significant information 

- 8..1 -

dc61 

Schedule 'No. 

Date in ____ Date ·out ___ _ 

Date in Date out ----

(_) Check here if further sheet required. 



l}r ·.~ S .., ih>J.~O ~-N-•• - 9 - 86 -

Schedule No. 

VII. FAMILY CONTACTS WITH SOCIAL AGENCIES 

1. Agency Date: 

2. Member applying 

J. Presenting problem 

4. Service offered 

5. Outcome 

6. Other significant information 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

1. Agency Dat~ 

2. Member applying 

3. Presenting problem 

4. Service offered 

5. Outcome 

6. Other significant information 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if further sheet ' is required. 

dc61 



Df-W Schedule --·- 10 
- ~Y , -

dc61 

Schedule No. 

VIII. PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENTS OF FAMILY 

1. Agency or service Date: 

2. (_) Psychiatry 
-

(_) Psychology (_) Casework (_) Medical (_) Other 
specify: 

3. Member referred 

4. Referred by 

5. Reason referred 

6. Digest of findings (note IQ) 

(_) Check here and continue on back sheet if necessary. 

1. Agency or service Date: 

2. (_) Psychiatry (_) Psychology (_) Casework (_) Medical (_) Other 

3. Member :referred 

4. Referred by 

5. Reason referred 

6. Digest of findings (note IQ) 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if further sheet required·. 

specify: 



DPW JciwdL:tl e --- 11 - 9Cl - dc61 

Schedule No . 

IX . DELINQUENT I S PERSONAL HISTORY 

1 . ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on stresses or trauma 
for delinquent during birth or infancy. 

If record -shows significant information on stresses or trauma for delin
quent during birth or infancy, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's 
age at the time: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

2. ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data on stresses or trauma 
for delinquent during pre-school years. 

If record shows significant information on stresses or trauma for delinquent 
during pre-school years, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age 
at the time: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

J . ( __ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data about stresses or trauma 
for delinquent from school entrance on, apart from educational or work 
data. 

If record shows significant information about stresses or trauma for delinquent 
other than educational or work, from school entrance on, give detail below, 
noting date or delinquent's age at t he time : 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 



- 9;1-
DPW Schedule - -- 12 dc61 

Schedule No . 

DELINQUENT ' S PERSONAL HISTORY (page 2) 

4. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent ' s 
social development. 

If record shows significant information about delinquent ' s relationships with 
parents , parent figures, siblings, peers, girls, teachers , clergy , police or 
other significant adults, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s 
age at the time : 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

5 , ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent ' s 
social activities . 

If record shows significant information about delinquent's participation in 
or attitudes to organized activities sponsored by school , church, social 
agency or other body, or in informal activities and peer group activities, 
give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age at the time: 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

·6 . ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
interest in religious matters or participation in religious activities . 

If rec crd showc aigr.~ficant information on delinquent' s religious interests or 
activities, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s age at the time : 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 



- 92 -

DPW Schedule --- 13 dc61 

Schedule No . ___ _ 

DELINQUE~IT'S -PERSONAL HISTORY (page 3) 

7 . (_) Check here if record gives no significant data indicating emotional 
disturbance on part of delinquent prior to delinquency . 

If record shows significant information indicating emotional disturbance 
prior to delinquency, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age 
at the time , and methods of dealing with the symptoms : 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

g. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on behavior problems 
of delinquent prior to delinquency. 

If record shows significant information regarding behavior problems prior 
to delinquency, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age at t he 
time, and methods of dealing with the problem behavior: 



- 99 -

DPW Schedule --- 14 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S PERSONAL HISTORY (page 4) 
' 

9. ( __ ) Ch~ck here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
physical appearance or physique . 

If record shows significant information, detail below, noting date or 
delinquent's age at time it became significant to him, and attitudes of 
others: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

10. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
physical health . · 

dc61 

If record shows significant data, such as childhood diseases, physical 
handicap, hereditary illness of child or family, operations, accidents or 
medical examinations, detail below, noting date or delinquent 1 s age at the 
time, medical resources used, treatments prescribed and success of treat
ments, as well as attitudes of delinquent and others to the health problem: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

,,,..... 
I 



DPN Schedule --- 15 

X. DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY 

1. Prior to Institutionalization: 

- 5t4, -

1. Age o:i: d~ te entered sohool ___ _ 

Schedule No. 

2. (_) Check he,rE? if still in school when institutionalized. 

If not still in school give age or date and reason left school below: 

(_) Oheck here and continue on back of sheet if neces~ary. 

dc61 

3. List schools attended below, in sequence,. giving age or date began in ~ach: 

(_) Check her_e and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

4. Last grade completed _-__ _ Age or ~ate this grade completed _____ _ 

5. Academic stand.ing in last grap.e completed 

If standing above is not consistent with previous school record give 
detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

6. List any grades repeated, with age or date and reason for repeating, below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

7. (_.) Check here if record gives no significant data on ~inquent's 
school adjustment. 

If record shows significant information on delinquent•s adjustment, 
attendance, deportment or participation in extra-curricular activities, give 
detail belows 

(_) Check here and contin\e on back of sheet if necessary. 



DPW Schedule --- 16 - 95 -

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 2) 

8. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's 
attitude to school. 

dc61 

If record shows significant information on attitudes or changes of attitudes 
give detail below, noting age, date or grade at time of changes of attitude: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

9. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on family attitudes to 
school or to education. 

If record shows significant information on family attitudes or changes of 
family attitudes to school or education give detail below, noting date, 
delinquent's age or grade at time of changes: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

10. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on attitudes of school 
personnel to delinquent or his family. 

If record shows significant information on attitudes of school personnel to 
delinquent or his family, or on changes in attitudes, give detail below, 
noting date, delinquent's age or grade at time of changes: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

\ 



-9A -

DPW Schedule --- 17 dc61 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT ' S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 3) 

2. In Institution: 

1. Grade to which delinquent was assigned on entering NSSB ___ _ 

If grade above is not consistent with grade prior to institutionalization 
give reasons shown by r ecord below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

2, Last grade completed at NSSB Age or date completed 

J . Academic standing in last grade completed 

a. If standing above is not consistent with record in institution give 
detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

b. If standing above is not consistent with record prior to institution
alization give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if neces sary. 

4, List below any grades r epeat ed in i nstitution with age or date and reason 
for repeating: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

5~ ( __ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data on delinquent's 
attitudes to school or school ad justment in institution. 

If record shows significant information on attitudes to school, school ad
justment, attendance, deportment or participation in informal education 
activities, give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- 97 -

DPW Schedule --- 18 · Schedule No. dc61 

DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 4) 

3~ After Institutionalization: 

1. Grade to which delinquent was assigned on return to school 

If grade above is not consistent with (a) grade prior t o institutionalization 
or (b) with grade in inGtitution, give reasons shown by record below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

2. Last grade completed after return ___ _ Age or date completed ___ _ 

3. Academic standing in last grade completed ___ _ 

If standing above is n0t consistent with (Q) rocorn prior to institutional
ization (b) record in institution or (c) record following return give detail 
below : 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

4. List below any grades repeated after return with age or date and reason 
for repeating: 

(_) Check here anJ continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

5. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent 's 
attitudes to school or school adjustment aft er return. 

If record shows significant information on attitudes to school , school adjust
ment, attendance, deportment or participation in extra-curricular activities, 
give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if recidivist and complete pages 3 and 4 of this section 
separately for second and subsequent institutionalizations. 



DP
W

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 
-
-

19
 

X
I.

 
D

EL
IN

QU
EN

T 
I
S 

W
OR

K
 H

IS
TO

R
Y

 

D
at

e 
(m

o 
8c

 y
r)

 
o

r 
ag

e 
be

ga
n 

(a
) 

i I I I ; 

T
yP

e 
o

f 
W

or
k 

(b
) 

D
at

e 
(m

o 
&

 
y

r)
 
le

ft
 

'. 
( C

) 
,
;
 I ii ·i ' I I I I I I :l 

i ! I I ! 

W
ag

e 
an

d 
w

ag
e 

p
er

io
d

 
;(

d
) 

! I ii 
··--

--~
---

-.
 ---

--·
 

S
ch

ed
ul

e 
N

o.
 

R
ea

so
n 

fo
r 

le
av

in
g

: 
T

er
m

. 
P

e
rf

. 
B

ha
v.

 V
ol

. 
ii (

 e) 
,I

 ll :, . I I I ! 

If
 p

ar
t-

ti
m

e 
w

or
k:

 
A

/S
ch

. 
W

ke
nd

 
Su

m
m

er
 C

as
u

al
 

'1(
f)

 

I i lj
 I' I I i 

j i 

-
-
-

--
·-·

-
--

-
, __

__
_____

 ;: 
--

·-
--

--
--

--
--

(
_

)
 C

he
ck

 h
er

e 
if

 f
u

rt
h

e
r 

sh
ee

t 
re

q
u

ir
ed

. 
(
_

)
 

C
he

ck
 h

er
e 

an
d 

g
iv

e 
d

e
ta

il
 o

n 
ba

ck
 o

f 
sh

ee
t 

if
 t

h
er

e 
is

 a
ny

 e
n

tr
y

 
in

 t
h

e 
la

s
t 

th
re

e
 p

a
rt

s 
o

f 
co

lu
m

n 
(e

),
 

o
r 

if
 t

h
er

e 
is

 o
th

er
 s

ig
n

i
fi

c
a
n

t 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n
 i

n
 r

ec
o

rd
 o

n 
w

or
k 

h
is

to
ry

. 

~
 



I 

DPW Sehedule •-- a~ - ~9., - ..... 
Schedule No . 

XII. DELINQUENT'S COURT APPEARANCES 

Mo & yr 
' < 

- --
Court ..,.......--

Offence 
(c) 

Complainant 
(d) 

Dis.E_osition 
w 

j I 

1. • 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. i 
~ 

! 

I 

l 
i 

! 6. i 

I i 
i 

I 
I i 
' I 7 

) Check here if further sheet is required. 

For (b) Court use: Ju'renile , Magistrate or Other ( specified). 

" (c) Offence use: Break-enter, Assault , Theft, Vandalism, Sex, Incorri
gible, Vagrancy, '.rruancy, Curfew, Probation Violation 
or Other (specified) . 

" 

" 

(d) Complainant: use: Police, Attendance Officer, Parents, Citizen, Social 
Agency or Other (specified). 

(e) Disposition : use: Temporary suspension, Commi t tc Director , Continue 
after-care, Commit to NSSB or Other (specified), 

( __ ) Check here if record shows other significant information about any court 
appearance and give detail below, identifying by number of the court 
appearance used above: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

.. 

- · 
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DPW SchAdule --- 21 dc61 

Schedule No . 

~III. TREATMENT OTHER THAN NSSB 

Use separate sheet for each court appearance on previous sheet in which dispo
sition was not "Commit to NSSB". 

This sheet refArs to Court Appearance No._ as shown on proceding sheot. 

(_) Check here if record gives no explanation nf non-r,ucccss nf treatment plan. 

If recnrd shows significant inf~rrna.tion about non-success of treatment plan, such 
as indications that plan was not valid, that execution of plan was not satisfactory, 
that new negatize factors arose or existing negative factors wore intensified, or 
_that court'r. authority was unsuitably uocd, give •.otail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- 101 -
DPW Schedule --- 22 dc61 

Schedule No. 

XIV. INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY 

Use separate sheet for each court appearance listed in Section XII for which 
th~ disposition was "Commit to NSSB 11 • · 

This sheet refers to Court Appearance No. ___ as shown in Section XII. 

1. Month and year admitted NSSB ____ ; mo & yr discharged ____ • 

2. This was delinquent's 1st 2nd rd th th admission to NSSB. 
circle or specify) 

3. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's 
adjustment to institutional discipline and controls. 

If record shows significant information relating to discipline, such as 
special difficulties, changes of attitudes, give detail below, noting date 
or delinquent's age at the ·time: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessa:ry. 

4. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on socializing activity 
by or for delinquent while institutionalized. 

If record shows significant information on socializing activity, such as con
tacts in Shelburne or Halifax with school, church, recreation services or 
ind~viduals in either community, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's 
age at the time: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessa:ry. 



- 10.? -
DPW Schedule --- 23 dc61 

Schedule No. 

INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY (page 2) 

5, ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on social rehabilitation 
of delinquent. 

If record shows significant information such as psychiatric, psychological, 
casework or other assessment, planning or treatment, give detail bele w: 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

NB: If record refers to a psychiatric, psychological or casework assessment, 
verify that this has been reported in Secti.on VIII. 

6. ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data on discharge planning. 

If record shows significant information such as specific recommendations 
for discharge, deferments and their reasons, or circumstances of discharge 
plan, give detail below : 

( __ ) Check here ·and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

7, ( ) Check here if record indicates that a different discharge plan might 
-- have been made had there been available (a) a "halfway house" hostel, 

or (b) a treatment center for emotionally disturbed children, and 
give detail en back of sheet. 



- 103 -
D.?W Schedule --·- 24 dc61 

Schedule No. 

INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY (page 3) 

8. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on pre-discharge activity 
by after-care officer or others . 

If record shows significant information such as contacts with family, school, 
social agencies, clergy or other resources by after-care officer or others 
involved, give detail below: 

• 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

9, ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on activity at time of 
discharge by after-care officer, NSSB staff or others involved, 

If record shows significant information such as changes of plan or deferment 
of discharge by after-care officer, NSSB staff or others involved, give detail 
below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- l et; -

DPW Schedule -- 25 dc61 

Schedule No. 

XV. DELINQUENT'S POST-DISCHARGE HJSTORY 

Complete separate section for each discharge from NSSB; thus there should be as 
many s~ction X:Vs completed as ther~ were Section XIVs. 

1. (_) Check here if rec~rd indicates no further delinquency leading to a 
co~t appearance to the time the record was closed perms.nently. 

If record refers to further court appearances, verify that these have been 
report~d in Section XII, and give id@ntifying numb~rs ________ _ 

2. (_) Cheek here if record gives no significant data on stresses experienced 
by deli~quent f~ll•wing discharge. 

If rMord eh-,,,,s sig~ificant i~orma tion on ~tr"'e""s • xpe:Pi~nr . .-. by dolinqueint 
a.ft,r r.iseharge, either former or new, such ari ern-.ti 111nal, physical, econ,,mic, 
,.,r social, .g w l'letail b"low: 

• 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

3. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on strengthening factors 
experienced by delinquent after discharge . 

If record shows significant information on strengthening factors other than 
after-care service after disch?,rge, such as changed attitudes of significant 
persons, finding new significant persons, new opportunities to use skills or 
abilities or support from community services, give detail below: 

(_) Check hare and continue on back of sheet if ~ecessary. 



- 10$ -
DPW Schedule --- 26 dc61 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S PCST-DISCHARGE HISTORY (page 2} 

4. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on effectiveness of 
after-care service. 

If record shows significant information on effectiveness of after-care ser
vice, either positively or negatively, give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

5, ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's emotional 
interaction with significant persons during after-care period. 

If record shows significant information on interaction with significant persons 
other than after-care officer during after-care period, give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- 100 -
1J1'W Schedule --- 27 dc61 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S POST-DISCR~RGE HISTORY (page 3) 

6. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on any change of treat-
m~nt plan during after-care period. 

If record shows significant information on changes in treatment plan during 
after-care period give detail below, indicating reason for change and nature 
of change~ 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet i: necessary. 

?. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on outcome of treatment 
plan. 

If record shows significant information on outcome of treatment plan, give 
detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



- 10(1 -

DPW Schedule --- 28 dc61 

Schedule No. 

XV I. SPECIFIC AREAS OF VALUE OF REC ORD 

Check as appropriate if this record bas particularly significant or complete ma
terial witn regard to: 

(_) Possible need for a residential treatment center for disturbed children. 

(_) Stresses of urban or rural living in relation to delinquency . 

(_) The role of the working mother. 

(_) Foster home use in after-care treatment. 

(_) Mental deficiency. 

(_) The role of the school. 

(_) Success in after-care. 

(_) Academic performa.nce. 

( __ ) Anomie. 

(_) Influence of family structure. 

(_) Socio-economic factors. 

(_) Institutional adjustment, positive or negative. 

(_) Possible need for a hostel type of institution as a half-way house on 
the road to independent adult living. 

(_) Influence of ordinal position. 
' 

(_) Absence of the father. 

(_) School adjustment in after-care and recidivism. 

(_) Emotionally conflicted delinquents. 

(_) Influence of family factors. 

(_) Other values seen in record (specify): 

) 
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