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Vincent Edward Mcln~ 

Thi is is based on and eixty-

three juvenile delinquents who were re.cei ving nfter-.ces-e servic 

£rem the Halifax Regional. orc1ce of the Department of Public 

Welfare between Janua.ry 1. 19:55. and hcember llt 1941. ~e St'OUJl 

tud7 ._. .. .,, ,..._,;_ nn on t: nv- m112'h te:en secona+Year otudents of the 

ool of 

ln the erou: 

of the lla1Ua3C l 

n ~t ,ighteen tbeeeu:.. 

,thered fltom c 

t'tice er the Department of Publie 

. tu(le:nt reoea:vehe,rs+ 

ondary data-. Published literature 

from vari.O'llA .fislde was uaed as b~und material .. 

':Chi 

let: the C-

t .ysia 0£ the data ave.11-

• $pectfic attention haVing been paid 

to residence end t .o ne1Rhbo ,A'l"'AP.i:Al'i.OtiCB• 

The findi?)8s ot this thesis show the existence of blgh 

delinquency in the City of Halifax and the correlation of 

varl.ous housing e.nEi popule.tion chal'aeteristiea with the delinqueno, 

i-a.te . It was concluded that iniprovement of the total life of the 

community and the li -onditicns o£ femi.liee was e. good part 0£ 

the eolution to the probl~ under stuq. 
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I 

• INTROJ>UCTIO: 

AmoDR the numeroW.J prob;l.ema that, confront society in modern 

time.&1 there f'U'Q' probably few that ba,ve received greate,r stU4y-; or 

that have been deeineo. more important than that of juvenile delin• 

e so many elements in tbi.s complex situation that 

olutions io the piooblexxi will not all come from any <>nfl type of a,p-

p1'oach+ However,. it is not by en:, means elt problem• 'bllt rather 

one wh1ch app~s to have l;'&Qeived mora concentrated attention in 

our tillle+ 

Workers· int-be !ielo ef juvenile clelinquency have for maiII 

yeers been attempting to uee:rtain what elements of this entity £11'le 

c.o:mmon IWOllG l-nose a<iolescents te whom we refe,: as juvenile delin• 

quents. ~ quest Lor an answer has gone on through the ·mediwn of 

reseai.'Ch in many disciplines,.. -Sociologists;, psyehologiots,. psycbia.­

trists, grtfllinologi.ste, social workers,, .and ed-ucato::re, to mention 

but a few of thoee eonoamed. have all pmt'sued the key to such 

pzoblems as why some childrexi develop delinquent patteme of be• 

haviour, while oth~rs do notJ end wbi_ch children will become delin• 

quent,. Tb~ee have appee;recl as the major oonside:rationo. 

What researchers have i.n effect been doing ia trying to d 

rtae a prpgnQsti.c i .n.strument by which it woul4i be poeeible to pre• 

diet delinquency. The real.ization of this goal would enable tbos; 

• l -
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who woxik in the field to co:ncentr.ate on preventative• measure 0 

well on treatment or edial m.easures. 

'!he t presented by such on aspiration is not an easy 

one, since the topic in question has evolved .... ll•embra.oing 

term, The-re ore many, explanations and defini t-ions of delinquency., 

.din 1is conglomer:ant are entwined both the l83Jllan's 

concepts and those of pro.fessional people-. Rerein a large margin 

of error is introduced. into any study., .since 

refer: juvenile delinquentQ/in·cludes well , psychopathic per 

onalities, marginal intelligence groups; like• vho, shoul 

properly be re-classified at least su.b- groupi within the 

general field -0.t delinquency, if not as separate entities which 

would be totally distinct •. 

It i -en, that the te1111, juvelllile delin<1uent 

oes not have a constant meaning. It can be restricted to those 

juveniles who rel)eatedly commit eriJ?te'& fox- whioh they are tried 

ona: convict.ed1 or it c,sn be broadene-d t,o includo any juvenile who 

is a nuisan¢e to some of the adults with w he com_ea in cont.act 

by virtue of the fa.et that t he juvenile's behaviour does not, eo• 

ineide with the -o.dul t• s behaviour concept.+ 

Under or of the term, one co: up with 

a. sample of ju,reniles wbieh includ groupings ment ione:d above. 

On the other hand, under th.e lesa restrictive or lenient ccnnot 

tion the te~ to aesigna:te a ru,st of 

ildly :behaving juveniles who are really acceptably norms.l in 

pers-onali ty but m.erely unfortunate enough to come under the ecrutiey 
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of adults vith minimal tolerance for deviations frQlll their o.wn 

p~noipl&s or· s6cial behaviour, 

~er from the la:tte.r and the choice 

of -eases for study -cannot be done on a basis which is too arbitrary 

when the foregoing is considered in its proper context. However, 

it becomes almost impo-esible to remain completely consistent in 

handli ng the te:rm juvenile delinquent because- of the re.asons men­

tioned. Nonetheless, in an effort to atte.in a reasonable measure 

0£ Ul"lifol'i?li ty the tem will be used i n this study to mean that at 

least th-e individual has presumptively been guilty of offences con­

aidered 88'\"ere enough 'b7 lav enforcement e,genci-e-s to justify place• 

ment in a reform institution. 

involve.d. in delinquency research rev0lve 

chiefly aro~d why a particular juvenile vill turn to a delinquent 

fol."ln ,_~!- ~~aviour~ It is toward this. .facet. tha.t the present. stuey 

is aimed, e:lnoe it_ i ~ g_. ~tudy o_f cer~ai_n , qoirtributing factors in 

juvenile delinquency and the main hyp"othesis is oast towards- thi 

tors in~ lead t:o personality probl nd, namel;y-1 tha.t eerttiin f 

which may subsequently b .i..fested in delinquent a.c-tivi~ies . 

;udy "\las dane asi part of a. group proj,ec,t This particula:t 

in wbieh ,eighteen theses w..ere written around the aspect of oausa.1.• 

ity i n juvenile delinquenc-y. The project was undertaken by th 

·e.e-ond yenr students of the Mari time 5.chool of Social Work for the 

1961- 1962 school year. Each participant based an individual. thesi 

on the data assembled by the group, and this study is one such 

thesis . 

'l'he causal factors to be discussed more specifically 
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chosen by the individual researchers and repr-

ent the particular uea of interest with vhieh ee.ch researcher 

became principally :lnvol-ved.., Thes-e .ra.c'tors. vere • in the maint 

environmentally looated and included .familial and societal com-.. 

ponents .• 

om-e inclioat:Lon of tlle representative group eb:Osen ~ ex­

emplary of the delinquent has been outlined a.have. Howeve:t-. further 

definition of the delinquent group used in the research on which 

thia thesis is ·based is necessitated.. 'l'he group includ·e« only mal 

delinquents £:rm Salif ax Cotmty, who had been OOlnl'lli tted to the Bova 

eotia. School for- Boy,~ 

ee:rvica fr.om the Dep 

:d who had suhsequently- received after--cd 

ent of Public Wel£.a.ret fr-om January l, l9SS 

pou.p ot serious-ly 

wa.t deenred to be of 

This Boup w. 

linquent b-otS-t sine 

to be a re-p.resentativ.e 

their delinquent activit.v' 

uft'iciently gra.ve nature as to warrant ce.m• 

mi ttal to an 4.nsti tution. 

In order to undertake a study of this nature certain bQ'Sl.c:, 

umpt!ons had to be t11ade and held eonstel:lt• else the bypothesi 

could not be de.t'euded1 or refuted; The first assumption titas tha.t 

the-1'& &rE3 f aotors which mq J..ea.tl to pet"eonali ty probleme which ma, 

show as delinquenc7 • This ase,umption related to the hypothe.sia and. 

the reasoni-ng behind it vas obvious, since if one dee-a not ass:ert 

that there are factors that a.re causal in the entity under study, 

he-v then oen ,any position be tonable rega:ro.ing sp~oifio causal 

t,aotor-a1 

It vas assumed also that the delinquents are those that were 

caught ana: so judged delinquent aocording to the Nova Scotia 
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il.egi.•elation-. StemI!ling fr®l this an aesumT>tion wae ma4e with re• 

to the tttudy dedgn tlla.t those delinquents who were not 

caught and who would ha.ve been included in the study were too few 

to affect the de.to. signi.1':ic-ant.J.y., F.inally,, it ve.2 assumed in set. 

ting up the &tudy de&igi} tha.t boys vbo are sent to the Nova. Scoti 

School ror Boys a.re serioualy delinq\lent ., 

~e main theol'et1oal orienta.t,ion £or the rflaearch p~ojeot 

hu been the baaio body of kn.owle.dge of the profession of social 

work, The principles ot dynemi.c paychology-; as usei'ul in aooial 

·ork and in tb.e understanding of juvenile 4el1nqueney • ha,ve. p1fJ¥ed 

•jo~ role. lfoeiological concepts end thotmht have also been ueed 

t-o a. signi.fic.ant degree. In general it m~ be said tha.t an eoleot i o 

pproaob has been used in that itef e&enee material from vari.ous pr,_ 

eohools of thought he.Ye been utiliee-d as ~e,y, bor, 

relevance to the study at hand. 

'onetheless, the r.iain appr-0aoh to the tol)ic has been that 

of the pro.feseien of eDcial work in that attention has been feeused 

on the {actors contributing to the delinquent persona.U ty,. 

empha«d.lJ,, then., has been place.d pl1"imal"il3 on the psychO<iitBOOi 

,nea1s of the problmn of deU.nquency ;ra.the;r than on the delinquent 

behe.riour, 

researcn project was und;e-rtaken as partial fulfillment 

of the requirentents for o Master of Social Work degree. Further, 

1 t vas seen as a means nf learning the techniques and unes of r 

~ . in:&ofar aa reseaJ"chhas boeQ111.e an .integral part of the, pro­

f eas.ion of social work-.. Finally,.. this nro.ieot was also viewe4 

• means ot heJ.pillg th~ student learn m.or & about the general prob,l• 
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of juvenile delinquency, about the delinquentt s -o-wn needs and 

problems, and about delinquency servic1
~ _ 

The prlneipal objeetive o-£ the: p-roje:~t has been the test-

1ng of hypothe, whiob for the most pe,rt were drawn fr'Om tbe beey 

of knowledge now available on the tol}ic pf delinquency, Through 

nt id c:onQerning t ha. to;pio were re•.d.J'a.f ted tbiG procedure o· 

for uee in th. tu-43 end were tested f?cientificaUy to tbe ax.tent 

that local reeource.e for reaearch would o.llow. 

at this, time we.a that s.u!fioient 

thought to be available locally t.o allow suoh a. project 

to be undortsxen11 previou$ study, undertaite: Qh 

el.a.sa of the 'i t'ime School of Social Work a it was tou.nd that the 

problem ot delinquency exists in the. area under ettidy in a ~£ieient--

1¥ signifioent oe~ee to wan-ant a. &t.udy of this nature being under-

tak~.u• 

is.eh perso.n involV'ed i.n the proje,ct eho&e a ~p.ecif'io 

orientat;tQn; or espeot of juvenile delinque,noy with which they 

Wbuld be individually coneerned.. 'these have covered such ar@ns 

the e.bsenc;-e of t'he father, working mo.there.,. school achi.evement 

tel:'dation, fe.mily d:i~orga.:niz.atlion, socio•.ec;~JUO 

l•vela,, urban ve;rsus rural lif('t, ordinal position in the f omily • 

end b 

Tbes 

sinCP 

therll woul<l. 

• 

by individual $embers of the group, 

previous study done locally tbat 

'lahle to allow £or £urthe;r 

.eie.ntifio investigations o ,11ch aubjecte1 'rpey we:ro. not nece 

a.rlly .inten to .repre~ent the most ourr«>,t th~ or even the 
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most tmportent ,c,autJe.l factora in the entity under etuq,. 'l'hey 

did, howevert appear to hav 

anee et1ong the delinquent. 

certain dagl'e:e •Of ,obviQup. import-• 

osen for this stuctv"• 

is partio.ular "thesis represents a.n endeavour to arri v, 

a.t ,perha])S more authentic conclusions concerning the relationship 

of juvenile delinqueney to v 

when plaeed in proper p e 

zeal entity 

aociolQg:i.cal variables which, 

were Q'onsidered t.o 

omi 

ll"eby an understanding of t he differential juvenil._ 

.,t 

t by census t:JW.cte for the City of Ro.lifax.- could be achieved. 

':he otudy inclu_de& ~nly mele juvenj,le delinquents who we 

id.ants of Rall:fax County, which Q!'ea includes Dartmouth and 

Metl'OJ)Oli ten lielit~, at tha& time they were adjudged delinquent 

,a;nd s the Nova SQot1• S:eh.ool tor Boys. 'fhe focus w 

ta , aince there appears to be a. dif• 

terence bn+.t.tAOY\ 

of t he t,:pe of otf·ence. 

to be of 

the 

... n., 'l'herotQre, in an ettor'\ t 

onJ.Y m.el.e delinquents were studied ... 

on the basi 

from the 

wher eas the off enees of 

.te;ri.al 

llP t 

above receiv'8:a the parti cular attention of the g~oup 

project. However, for the purpoa.e of t hts study of 

the relationship b 

u.ency etlQD6 the ceneus t:r-ac1ls of th 

of i of i , 

wu neces-s--, t o f ·o only on the genell'al 

o.f juvenile delin• 

ii'EilX and th 

as, it 
of Halifax proper 
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and not the whole Gaunty of Balif ax, 'ibis further delimiting of 

th~ scepe of the study was nec.esearyr du$ to the fa.et that adequa.t 

inf omation was not available on the c:en.eue level. about sufticient-

1¥ well defined areas outaide of the City of Halifax to allow for 

a valid atudy of this type to extend beyond the city limits. 

Ther:ef ore, the toetts here will be on male juvenile d~lin• 

quents who did reside in the City of 11alitu during a parted whioh 

would h&Vi) oigaifieance with regard to their personality development 

and who were subsequently adjudged delinquent end were committed to 

the Itova Scotia. SchoGl tor Boys. As has been mentioned above in 

principle. the ins ti tutionalize.d groups were chosen f .or atudy sine 

thes~ offeneers do in the main exhibit a sufficient degree ot 

d.elinquent behaviour as to give stronge3" indications o:f the person­

ality problem& behind their overt behe.viou:r. 

~e approach to the study vas mainly that of statistical 

anelysis. To seme depee certain msbe:i-s of the research group 

d tbe oase study method in presenting differeni aspects of 

different f a.eto.r.,. . 

'the major questions to b·e aa.ked of the data were three in 

number. First, were the faotc»:s under study evident in the cases? 

Seco.ndly, to what degree,? And third, what was t he subsequent 

ignificance of the findings.? However, it. was difficult to aa• 

certain with My degree· of certainty the signi.t'icanoe of the 

tlndinea with regard to some 0£ the .f actors1 since often more than 

one fa.ctol" was significant in any one ease. This obviously is the 

fallacy of zero•order correlations, but an eseape from this error 

a i1l certain instances deemed relatively impossible due to 
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inadequacies iri the records from wllich data. were obtained.. 

liesax'ding the particular orientation 0£ this thesis, how• 

ever• it wae neceseaq to obtain more specific i'ac-ts t'rom the data, 

namelyt 

1.) fe what extent did the r ates of juvenile delinquency 

vary among the different census tracts within the City of Halifax? 

2.) 'We:re the highest delinquency rates f ound in census 

tra.ets which were areas with a high percentage of industrial and/0r 

commercial land use? 

).) Weit'o there correlations between the delinqueney rat 

and other indices of anomie? 

It. ) '.Co what extent could the statistical. measures and their 

results help in understan<li.ng the differential juvenile delinquency 

:rate? 

The abo,re questi.ons had regard both to primary data a.s ob• 

tained from the ca.eea under otudy, and to seconda;r:y data in the fol'm 

of Dominion Bureau of Statistics da.tti.• 

'nle limi tatione encountered in undertaki~ the study weNt 

t& mention only the major ones, time, and the tact that case 

mate.rial "'8.G not set up for research purposes, The limitation of 

\ime waa restrictive in that interviewing of individual delinquents 

ud person.a could. not be done,. Interviews obviously could have in• 

oreae-ed the validity of the study bad. time allowed for them to b 

carried out. The second limitation, that of t he type of material 

,vailable. also was found to hamper the study 80l!le.what.. The re• 

corde onosen for stu<11 were actual chronological recordings 0£ 

service given by the staff of the l>epartment oi' .Public Welfare to 
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delinquent boye. fbese ease records were not compiled with sub• 

sequent resea.roh i n view. ifhereior-e. much time had to b-e expended 

in a.raring tha data from the records and in making it operational 

tor research purposes. In addition, the participants vere hampered 

by the fact that aataregard1ng some phases of the project were not 

available fl'Qm the records; or were inadequate. 

The primary date. £or the :project ve:re drawn from C" 

records ot delinquents on file at the Halifax Regional Offic.e o:r 

the Department of Public Welfare, and who were on active otter• 

care service f'olloving detention 111 the Nova Scotia School for :Boys 

betveen January l, l9Sl, and December ,11 1961. These data wer 

extracted hem the case records b,- means of e. schedule drawn up 

for this purpoae with tb.6 interests or ell partieipante in th 

~cup unde'l'taldng in min4. 'lhese data were further refined by an 

editing proc~ss. and finally by uee of the McBee code oEJ.rd aystl;:I.U. 

'fbiu to.cilltated the us& in some instellees of c;orrelati.ons an 

statistical method:a of a higher order than zero-linear eorrelations .. 

l'u'blieations on the topic of juvenile delinquency a.nd cen­

sus material £rom th~ Dominion llurean of Sta.tiatics were used 

secondary data.- Such data were 'brought into b-o,th the designin, of 

ana th.a ell'ecuting o1 the etu.dy. Cenall$ de.ta were eepeoially 

des1gned for use in statistical analysis in the study-. 

It "a.a the responsibility of the group to Qolleet the data 

both 'by ,meens ot the schedules and by the compiling&£ bi'bliographi• 

cal material and sources. Statistioel tabulation on a ru.dimentary 

level an4 primsrf breakdown er analysis of the pooled data was also 

:oup undertaking. 
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It was the responsibility of the individual first of all 

to eoopexato to tbe utmost in the group undeJ'taking, and then to 

eemp1le f'rom the pooled data the in.fomation nec~ssa.ry and analyze 

it finally in relation to tb.e particular topic undertaken. 

'Rhe preduet ot the study will be seen as a combined work, 

having what inay be considered as two gen-e!t'al considerations con• 

ta.in.et! in it. !l?he first half of the vork will be a discussion and 

presentation of -oup finding& concernuu,:: oausa.t fabtors and 

the1.- relatt.on to ju.veni,l.e delinquency., ~is will be eomprli.aed of 

imme-diately., The la.tteJr half will em• 

ration of this etuey•s specific area of concern, 

nwnely anomie, and its relevante e..s a causal factor .. ibis will b 

fallowed by 4 f1.nal chapte~ 0£ conclusions in which 8eneralizations 

will be me.de on findings and reeOrllmendations m.e.c:t&. _. 

'J:br, tO\lt t \Pters use YiU 

evaral .fom.s Of tabulation and the incluaJion of 

a.de of 

ap in th 

,ppendi-ces will ,giv~ . the Jl'eader a cl .r view of what was en• 

countered in th u~•"" of delinquency unde.r study• 

The tinting& and conclusions ot the s.tudy not meant ai 

e~m)lusive evidenc;;:e on the aspeet.s of juvenile delinquency involved. 

oweve.i-t they do give significant 1ndicat1ona of what the complete 

problem of delinquency in the area under study is like, and in• 

i.gnificanee of the .factors u:nde.r et,udy • 
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PERSONALITY DEl.INQUENCY 

Soci'1l workers, and others, in attempting to explain the 

exi&tenoe of patterns in social behaviour, find underlp.ns contin• 

-• .~e eontinuity or con• ui ty in the action$ of nwn 

1o•u,-'R't.ion of life ie destgnat term personality. Person ... 

organized toi:;ali'ty of attitudes , 

ideas.t and habita of th~ indiYfidual. Since the obse~able be• 

haviour of the person i& intelli 

the ne.tu.re oi perso-nali ty must b. 

only withi e.ontext, 

,r to account 

,ith-e-r for un1£o:rm1ties or lnc-onsigteneies -or bebe.viour • .!/ 
lo an e.pproe.ch to a. p'l'oblem aucb aQ juv~nile delinquency• 

when the aspeet of the persona.llt1as involved 1& .dli..soueqed , it i 

not enough to include only v, i& posited to be the workings o! 

the human mind within the individual, Such would be the purely 

·eu.o.ien appro·&.ch. Jor is it sufficient to consider only environ-

e:n-;, A synthesis -of the two eomee oloser to­

o:ciety• niis i ·i what Nath 

,ti, 

to a.o "th 

an ,in 

!/ 'l?be wr:l,ter is indebted for the content of this ehapter 
mainl1 tQ three selll!'c.es, Ne.then w. Ackerman• ~, Ps12h:94v}ami_c1 
gf Fwlv Lit"t (Bev lorlct Basic Books Ino. , 1,5_8 1 Erik ll. 
Eriksen, Childhgod dd, Sogiett (New Yerlu w. w. Norton & Co., 
1950), atui w .. J . eoville,, T. w. Costello, and F. L. Rourke, 

l Pf,16?h91S?P (Bew Yorkt Barnes and Noble Inc. , 1960) 

- 12 -
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adaptational view of pusonality'••.Y 

Thia approach to personality theory :i>ei'lects considerable 

nt 'wi tb Gardner Murphy-1 & bioeocial theor,,;y However, &,uch 

an appl"Oach to personality theory does no~ simplify the subject, 

but inere. its -eompl&xi ty • sinee at eny point in tilh-e the:re ar, 

:ychic, social, and biological component,& acting and/or being 

4t•d up,on v.tth the ,tndividual. 

-• is, not 1yst 

c.onceived him to bth Outside influences 

in hia tue 

,ten.ale are ab• 

orbed.., tranaformee1 an 

i -continuous oo.ntaot 

acharged by the li:Ving orgeniSllh, '!'here 

communication between man and environ~ 

t:. Freud eondeptualized the individual rele.ttv-el.y isola.t,ed 

e .owever, is also a biological system, and thi 

inteX1>lay of genetio snd other physiological pro<:!l?ases with 

,Vil:'Olllllel'lt oegins at conc0eption and ends only vi th death• Also, 

to quote Ralph Girard, "the human beil]g has -roots in his biolom. ... 

oal and f:rui t-a in hi. an inter•x--ela.tions-tt.!/ 

.o present auch a. 0 biopsychosocial'' theo17 of personality 

1n .a menne!' that would describe the davelot>lnent of the individual 

d,oquatel7 itt a ta{$k -1,hich has been found to ee beyond th'e capab• 

111ty or ,y a ·vmi, te~. re·r,ort1, cour&e on this 

t0-p1c bu been deeigned to present only more important bl.ghlights 

V -Aekel'man, Cp, Ritt p. 42 
,.; ~ ' -.£t.. C. s . Ball and 6 .. 

,.leYt 1957), p., !>EO • 
ew York1-

JV Ralph Girard, Ch§!lGing C9noept1ons 9l b',@YOnQfPlflJ.X'Q9, N§Cll91AI 
(Ne-. l'ork1 Grune end Str - · - - , A - - • -
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of current developmental theory. Detail haca been provided to tll; 

extent neede4 to achieves continuity. 

2n the dev~lopt1ent Qt. personality the chi~f' facet of th 

11te history la the pe.tteJm or the individual.' s inte11>ersenal re-

lation3ll1pa, and. the t oQnvenient app~oach to int:erpereonal. 

history is the chren0logioal one cli.v1di.n8 tbe lif.e sp@ up into 

periods .. Wtthin t.he framework of this atu~ 11: has been found 

neees~arr to e;xtend. the conaideratlon of developmental theory only 

-· ;d itic.lutl~ p,dolef:l~ence._ ~ere£erc1 the :1>eriode to be 

CQnsi4- are generc.ll,y• infancy, early childhood, late ebil4-

hood, and adoJ.esc.enee. ~eee arbitrary divisi.ona are not intended 

to s~gest 'bre&ke in the continuity :rsonal histoJ7, 

f' or the @8Xl8es$ whieh t place in ,iven period in .. 

q int&rWoYtm with the interpersonal histoey uJ to that 

po;J.nt-.. 

In .t"ol.,l.owing the ohronQJ..Qgic,a.l CQUJ.'ij$_1 the indi vidua.l • e 

introduetion to .life .in the out.side world begine w1 th p.i:rth, i·rom 

thie moment the infant begins to tllllCti~n as epare.te organiuilh 

1'he period of 1nfano,y is one of complete hel:ples a.no. depend• 

r;y durins which the Want•a functioning is chiefly orient 

d the oa'tiief aotion ot physica,l nee~. Rapid bioloi'i,oal 

development ia a. ha.llm_ark of this period. 

During thie initial period a component ef th-e healthy 

pers_onality which develops ie trust. lt was Erik Eriksonll'wbo 

cbietq played .on th~e con.eept as unique in the infaney stage. 

~ Erik H. Erikso~. ~,bildh.ood .pd Soti§:tx {lfew Yp.rka W,, w. Norton 
no., 1950) 
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irlkso-n maintains that at each stage in a. child' s develop­

e11t there ie a central pr-o-blem that baa to be solved, 8tld th 

firat or these is trust •ersue mistrust. the crucial time for its 

ergence is the first year of life. Thi-a ·development or trust, 

by 'Virtue <>£ th& natlll'e o~ the c<rncept, inv:olve:s a relationship 

to semeth.:tng. 'fhis relationship basically involves the manner in 

which the ini"ant• s basic needs are met. This involves, nrore often 

than not, the need being met by- the mother. Therefore, the in• 

i'ant1 a first meaningful ,contact with the world outside himself is 

hia physical relation$hip with bis mo the,:,; and bece.use 0£ this the 

extent and quaU. ty of this relationship la.vs the foundation for 

his basic outlook and ·· attitude toward the world and. himself. 

.e principal needs of the infant are engender~d by hunger 

or lack et e.om.t'ort eteramine; from some source. !L'he "m.o-theringff 

and feeding of the int ant are, therefore, cr1 tical in the early 

personality development end for subsequent development. 

As the ehild moves from what is generally- regarded as in­

fancy• the first year of life,- into earl7 childhood, there are a 

great many changes which take place. In the second and third 

y-eus of life tbe cbild is generally cenceived of as struggliQg 

to be more ind.ependent. '»his Erikson speaks of 

.ttain a sense of auton0lll1'• 'lhe first earnest 

iza.tion are made at this time; and the ehild b 

individual.it,. 

.ware of hi.a 

.As the ehild passes out of t he infancy stage there ie the 

gradual separation of the infant' s self from the mother self • 

before the child could not distinguish itself from the 
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other, who was its executive and p&rcep.tive B&"ent , now the Qhi.ld 

perceive& and eu~utes more on its ow. 'l'his occurs in a healthy 

armer only o.s the oontiDui ty of the primary union 18 preserv'CJ."-• 

As the inf'Emt•s nee-de .a;re met, his qul'io-sit7 end eJ:plol"at:ion .of 

'the environlllent e~ands. Basio needs which go ·unmet tend to blunt 

the learning p!'oce.ss.. .A.s he lfl.arns to. walk and talk. he expands 

envi:-onment,. With the acquisition or epeech, 

be au'bsti tut.es verbal communication for the pre.verbal body lan• 

~a«e• Ae the child 9"~1:ee rncre with rea.li t.y about him, th 

tmportan.9e of i:ui,~ial discipl.tne of the ehild. gx-ows. 

- i. ta.t~s the ohild • I? ,coming to terms with th 

social atend.ardr;r 0£ bi-s parents.- These stijlldards va;ry with .f SJnily 

structure snd social end cultural patterns . Tb. ther• s ea.re 

controls the socialization of the child.- lt ia influenced by heJ" 

rela,tions wilb father and other f'emily members.. As the child 

ubmita t& porental dioeipllne, he begine to internalize th 

standards ot parents and family.. At first this takes the f om ot 

dopendins ~¥) th• p~ents as an extemel conscience, but h 

gra4ualq incorporates these standards into his emerging persenali ty. 

The ehilcl learns to purau.e pleasure within the fl'ame of .reality. 

to avoid pain and to :postpone tAe need £or 

sat.isf actions. 

e,di.a.t 

J>uring thie period the ffll!lil.T is the setting in which th, 

child develop~ bis social skills and learns to control bis be• 

ba.vio\U:' in accordance vi.th the norms set up for him. Parental co.n• 

trol is the principal guide, end the wq this is u by the ppr-

enu is one o.t the strotlgest p.Qyehological determinants or 
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personality development.. The paPents• role is in providing the 

child rith an env1ronnient of p.-ental ot'feetion., an opportunity 

au'\hority Qlld discipline in an acceptable mann.er• 

a value system, and a healtb7 sexual identitteatton, all of which 

are basic to the proper devel.opttient of the child's p.ersonal.li. ty. 

With regard to standard settillg, the phase of toil~t 

training ts a time during which the child expe::riuces an imposing 

of standards of self-con\rol and cleanliness. This is an aspect 

of aoe1alize.t1on wbicb is often overlooked, yet which constitute 

e. critical authoritative relationship between parent and ehil.d . ., 

1n early childhood also, the ehild'e contacts with reality 

and inc:rensed :m:citor skills couple in a need to find out what he 

can do. '.l'MS Erikson speaks of as a sense of initiative. '1h 

child in his play world will imitate observed actiVi ty and atte?UPt 

to put hi& <Ml skill& in aotiOB in te$ting bis abilities through 

pr&jects, he m.w invent.. In this regard it is important for healthy 

pereonali q development tha.t le.eway and encou:-, 

the child' a shO\i o.f enterprise and im.~at1on, 

int be given to 

H~er, with the realization on the part of the child that 

certain pb¥sieal capab1li. ties comas the di.seoveq• 

tha.t he oan respond to the environment with 

lloat.ili v acct/1:dng from frustrations,. humilia.tione or threata m&r1 

•Calli 

openly.,. 

a.ctlon 

child to express tbis ssive capacity direetly and 

eueh expression in terms· ot his ow. re• 

d the reaetions of others cone-ti tute impo,...t-ant influences 

itr his testing and learning process.es, and subsequently have an 

rttect on personality development. 
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lthough , ,ld1 s most signi.fieant. relationships are with 

his parents, int"E>'ra.otion vi th brothers end sist•rs plqs an i.m• 

portent part in personalt ty development .. mainly what is learned 

is the sharing of parental love. .Adjustment in this sphere 1 

coloured by the tu:mtber of children in the f ,emily, the child' s own 

rank in order of birth, the age and sex distribution 0£ th& child• 

JD and en7 marked p~si.cal• intelleotual or emoti.onal differences 

the .t'omil.y eonetellation. 

,ttitudes towards sax are inculcated in the 

p.ei"iod of .early -dlildbood and stem fr<>m his e~lorations or his 

own bod¥, his first bee.Ollling awAI"e of anatomical di££erenoe& be• 

tween tll.$ sexes, and p_a:rental reactions to the child"s learni' 

Healthy- parental reactions include 

a. williIJ6Ue_s.s to ansvel' queations appropriately such as to providt 

o;pportunttr for the child to i:ategra.te lus sexual knowleCRe , 

tural p:art of bis entire learning .experience. ~s l 

,:rou.ndwoi-k fo:r important a.r.ea& ct the adult p_ersonality, such 

relationsh1pa wi'th tbe opposite se-x, ea.pa.city to exchange lov& snd 

•· proper ae.xual roles in life. 

lrhro-u&h~ut ear)¥ childhood there. is a chaDging a.£ expression 

or the child' s love, need& to the two parents according to ,sex. 

Also, there i~ a differentiation of self in ,accordane-e with re-t 

cognition of ,sex dit'f' erence.s. The~e are di&tinot 1dentifi·cati.on 

d• with each parent. 'l!he child by the end of this period. shall 

nave inte:rnali~ed the f'unct-ions of cons:c1-ence, howeve-r. 

uncUoning 'Ifill be influence'd by the distinetion. between 

it 

le and 
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fem.ale parent and the emerging S:eJrnal identity of the child.. Th 

further atfl88e ot assimilation of parental. etandsrds end oontr-ol 

.f f eren ti•at­

~e next period• -:that of late childhood, is onec of e.xp,an..-

1ion of the emotional .and social spheres of th& ohild"s inter·aetion 

..,yond the eon!'ines of bis immediate family • 

Th; pe-rlod genera.Uy eoineidee with the c.bil 

C ent&l phase the chil 

:xpe:rienees vigououo :peyo1t; owth and eignificJ:mt in't'ellect• 

ual. 

~s period, whieh extends over five or six years., has 

it t what El'iknon oalle the sense of UJ.du.stey. Pre:-. 

o.ccupa.ti-0n wi ta phnutasy subsides and the child wants to, be en• 

'r;:;d iu re{ll ta.$ke he can e#J:1:'q through to complet.io.n. Inhorent 

in this period ie what 0:ould perhap,a mexe :properly be celled th· 

f duty and aeeomplish.'llont. What is to be. noted t .s that 

eMldJ-,ea, aftEW a J:eriod oharactarized by exuberant imagination, 

went to settle down to leaming exactly how to do things end how 

to do them nll.. ~~ is in this misa1on a need fer the testing 

ot social realities. 

Th• leal'lling process continues, but in the context o-£ .wider 

contact with peers and pa:rent pubstitutes. !Phis is a period .of 

broadened social growth, educ-ation. and preparation £or adolescent 

turation • 

.fact that the milieu tor l 

.family- life into the c 

the ohild' e life new ,e.tand , end n 

has broadened from 

ttings introduces into 

goals which ma.v often differ 
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from those to which he been accustomed. lee; there is o 

portunity in this moving out from thi eltered home environment 

£OT the child•a conscience, it has developed to this point, to 

be tested. fJ.'he social control of the home has been incorporated 

ore 

to 

into the personality and governs the child' s e.ctivity 
.... 

t extent. 'lhe extent or social eontrol which the neigh• 

bourhood exerts on the child will depend for t he moat part on the 

cth1ld1 a lea:tning tlxperiencas he m0ves out into that milieu. 

What the child sees and what he experiences will affect the child' 

conception of himself in this setting and he will govern himself 

in accorianee vith this image . I! the child. pereeives that in thi 

tting certain modes ot behartou:r- will be sanctioned and o1:hers 

not, then he will for the most part attempt to collfom in some· de• 

gree te what appear tc be the norms. However, the extent of 

pressure exerted by ihe community in this area of social control 

largely on what has preoeeded this phase with refer­

ence t.o inoorpcra.tion of some no):'ms in the home environment. 

With the onset of adolee-cence another period, the la.st to 

be considered here, ina. Adolescence i critical phase in 

growth• for during this time the personality undergoes a deep 

trenafomation. The typical manif'esta:tiollS of a.doles·cent changA ~ 

are £em.ilia.rt insecurity, instability of mood and action• ego .... 

centrieity, the sexual drives, exhibition1SJn, shifting images of 

lf end emotional disorientation, lack of e with one• s body• 

preoccupation with physique and health, self• conaeiousneaa and 

fera of exposuret feeling of diff erenee, conflict with ambori ty• 

rebelliousness, craving tor independence, hero worship, 
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.uggestibili t¥ tQ outeid.~ 1nll.uenee1 fee,;; of 1nadequac,- and tail-

U#;•• anfl £ine.1]3, e.spi:ce.tion to be btg in field ot human 

intJ/ 

ol inc .. the stQBe of pub.it-scent Sl"owth. brinaina in 

it& wake the etruggleJ;1 of adolescent cieV• Dif.., 

ferentiated sex drive 

;&.in<io .of identUication, 

.erge and the~ ie a lt'eo'l'as.niaat-ion .of th 

'~-"e;.a:wi~ut 0£ g.l;'Qtip all,egte.nc 

t."GleJJ, and anttc1po.ti<m ot and pt"eparatio:n for the teak.a of t;W.ul:) 
lit~, 

:turatton 1$ the poei ti ve 

tea~• Yet in otnem- tU"e ,rt.a o.f tranei ti.9nel ad.ap.tat:f. 

tretween ehil<lhood nrid adulthood appear.- .oleacents !Show in their 

behaviour both the child and the a.dul ti. i'he!.J' cQlllpl~ ade.pte.tion 

ts the produ.ot of two sets of fol'ees, phJeieal chi & oetate.d 

with rapid Gl'OVth and evel•ent. and group p;res&wre1 

cut:lw~l.- profounJ 

•shift kl th, uil1brium ,of per,son&Uty. Tb emergence ot an un-

bal.an:oed rnillCture ot childhood and e.drul.t traits is to, be expected .. 

ErtksW1 «raws out the eonfllet in adolescence quit -·~ 
imr,ly, aks of this pel'io --

wbich the prtnotpeJ. pl'!Oblem 3:s th t~bli~en: 

and &tl'e'SS in 

e11e~ of 

identity. U!he ad-0le$cent aeeks to olarU'y wno be is and what his 

rel~ in eoc:i.ety ie to be. Be se,ek$ t .o 

oat 1n his mind to whether he ia now 

·el" the q®stions fore• 

:i.J.d or en adul~, and 

ul t-ime.tel-7 wtll he be a. a~cc$SQ or £¢11.U"e in l:Ltet a lt'i;>lv-., . 

j/ .21•, Aekeiman, 0Jh, m,~. •· »• 208 

/ 
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By reason ot th questions, the adolescent is often 

oJ?bi.dly preocreupted with how b of others as 

pareo. with hi& ovn setf-..~ e, and w1 th hov he oan make the 

rol 

tyle .. 

:iUmeo earlier jibe with what ie eurrent.l.y in 

the struggle for identity'· doe& not take place 

oonacious level . Wha.t is at stake is •a deep 

sense of continuity or th& inUvidwllity, reacb.i.ng back into the 

indiVi dual ts. EH!l.rl1est 

tion, 

~ 

cant mol._ 

ot 

uri 

th, 

an.<1 f orwall'd int& his eXpeota• 

.olescent to his 

transi.-tional 

.olesoent 

(1) i signiti-

• Often, the 

-0 fluid and 

80· !Fi<; ,t their nspect.,1 v1 :nti ties can ha!X:~dly be separe.ted,. 

tillc-tion bectw. what is insid& .und outa-ide the adole-scent 

ind caxmet• thewe£o'l:e,. elwevrll- be olee:r, ~ithin the fami ly elrcle, 

family , the urge to -conform to V 

qnelildeli whid>. 

lt. 

pre0e.nt ·wbJ..l 

lJJ .EJ:D:¥ adoles~ li 

an 

pri viiege.s w: ibols ot 

~1::__1,:1u""''t 1'espenai'bili t 

0 t cop.es wi 

all part of the 

lesocent Wies to .find. him.-

.e oalance hetvaE:11 t,r-ivi.legea 

ate one. •1-1les'°ent wants more 

~e4. Yet,. the sul).. 

difficult to handle. 

1aar1J.a, an<l on hew· 

great 

accepted author-

ity es of development. 

re.naitien from childhood to adulthood ie net by an:,-

✓ 
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at adeptation to make·., Su.ceeas in proper develop-

met during this tormat.ive period s to lie in retaining a 

c-ontinui ty in the trsnsi Uon between ehi.ldllooo. and od.ul thood; so 

that aelf•im~es and identities can properl.7 evolve with as li ttl.e 

eonfUet i,a pos.sible between what .na, efo~e and what Uea 

ahead, :retention of this aontimu. ty oan llelp the adolescent 

to ntinli bimseU" more eee,i~, £or thie ia the ·obligation on hi 

at this time. He must eJOmcipate him$elf fro authority 

end cultivate his (W.to.nomy, •hi.le at the eeme time presening 

lines of hee.:l:thT id.entU'i~ation with par~nts and family ., 

o this point, a . ,ketch of normal p~rsonali ty 

lo:pment 

~ 

nomal 

., Heweve,r, it is obvious that there 

wbieh can u_pset the balance 0£ 

i.O:P1nent throughout the periods described. i~ereforg, 

in order to compl e developmental picture. it ie nece-ssary 

,nt~ which mEV enter the child's 11.f 

,uh sequent abb-ei-ations in the clii.ld' s person• 

6 

ana. which may eau 

fl.it1"• It i~ not aJ.togetb•r pQesi'ble he-re to draw out all the 

<\ynf!L11cs 1nveJ.ved vherebq the child Vii.th emaged pereonal1 ~ b 

comee delinquent. However, in each iristanc·e the cv.use and effect 

will b, , toptheJ" to give an ind1c1;l.t,ion of ir ~latedneas. 

th~ inf •ey Deriod the e1- :ne4ds h.ave b described 

love antl eatiafa.otion ot b" neeae.. 'i'be o'beerv 

t.ions of B0vlb:.,z/ ano. o -· qui tG -o.onelua.i ve evidence of the 

~•?:li!i'""'!'.':"~ ::-~n swu. .-.-yu "!i• ..,.139:; ""I ( Gene-vaa 
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dsmagit:>8 effects 0£ maternal deprivati.on throughout this £irat 

ear o:f life on subsequent :personality development, 'i'h"6 ohild is 

t and failure to inoor,pox-ate what has 

be"en de-aotibed 'by Erikson as a sense of trust will leave its mark 

on the C;lhild' s i,e:rsonali ty. Should the problem 0£ trust versus 

mistrust~ left unsolved or improperly solved, the child does not 

have an opportu.ni ty tc0 develo, a feeling of his own worthf nor does 

he develop o £eeling that bis environment is a. place in which ile 

is trusted or i n which be can invest trust. Therefore , the incen• 

ti ve to behave in a{aeordenoe ri th social values ie at lee.et mini• 

1, si.Jlce the world becemes as a jungle in which he must take for 

himself. tloneequently1 the resulting pattern ct behaviour in 

lc.t&l" yea.1'a1 should the problem not be compensated for later 1n 

om:e wa,, mq well be ~ delinquent one. 

the child ~ovos into early c:hildhood his life b~comes 

ore complex, ond ul. tiine.te.ly the problems which can eriee become 

. ore numerous. However, psycholo3ical. problems which are evidenee4 

during this period generally 1.nvol.vt one or another aspect of the 

eiaU~a.t:len process. Rejection, over ... px-otection, and marital 

dist:iori t ol' bl'&ktm homes are the usu.al deviations frma sound par• 

ent-ehild relationships which aJte mo~t frequently seen. 

Parental rejection is characterized in ~ wqs; it may 

be cvert end explicit, or subtle aftd unconscious, 1 t m.q be a 

persistent :pattel"Il or inconsistently diaplqedJ and 1 t mlJ¥ be ex­

prc3'S8&d in ma»¥ ws,ys , sud\ as 4-enial or deprivation, :nag-ging, 

favouritism among siblings, or 8heer neglect. The child depends 

on Me parents for evaluation of himself and of th& outside world • 

I 
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jection on the parente' part will produce in h form of 

negative reaction. This is most often evidenced in the child 

.acting out hie behaviour in a manner vbich is contrary- to ex­

pected patterns.. The delinquent behaviour pattern is one such wq 

of the child acting out his negative feelingo. 

In overprotection, the parent consciously or unconsciously' 

prevents the child fr 

interactions with the environment. Overindulgence or dominating 

control mq be the hallmarks here. Ov6rProtection interfere 

with the ehild's efforts to test his powers tor meeting th 

tresses ot hi :Vironment• leaving him poorly prepared to face 

the realities of life outside the home . Bence, the child 1s pron 

to take part in delinquent aotiVity-, should this be a dominant 

characteristic of the peer group. 

Evidence consistently shows that t he wholesome personality 

development of the child takes place most smoothly with both pa,. 

ents in home. Through satistactor, relationships vi tb both 

paents in the home he is able to achieve a. sense of his own 

personal worth and d1¢ ty and he will begin to make diff erentia• 

tions between and appropriate identifications vi th the sex r-0leo. 

tal discord end broken homee upset the natural ph· 8 / 
of family life and deprive the child of this experience. Of courav, 

cir tano uoh as death or work commitments of a parent 

also have a similar affeot, depending on the child's previous l'W.• 

~us·tment, end on Yhat other relationships may be available to the 

child for the purpose of filling in the gap. Nonetheleea, th 

child who does not have the opportunity of eXperienoing normal 
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home life ia often deprived ot the securi1;y ot having developed 

his own. self imagt properly. Negative reactions to being de• 

prived of what other children normally experiene 

the ehtJ.d.1 a $.do:gting a delinquent ffl&de et behavlour, o~ in hi 

identifying wi tb other delinquents,. Mari. ta,l tiscoJ:d i tselt i 

confusing to the child in that bis allegian.ee to or identification 

with one or other Jarent seems to involve him in the rift between 

the marriage partner11:t. 

ln the area of authority and discipline, it is tbe parents 

who set the stand.ards. to which the child is expected to conform. 

'Whether the child finds it possible or not to accept the reality 

demands i.nlposed on him depends en whetbeJ:· or no\ the standards are 

Jp.ropriat.! to the cmild*s maturity and is also related. to the 

anner in wbi.ch tbe standards are imposed. Where the stend.a:rds are 

beyond thct ehild1s capacity OJ1' imposed too arbitrarily o:r dog ... 

m.e.tioall.7., the adj~etnlent of th.e child under such cire~stances i­

s.pt t .o b.e poor. Lack of standards or :i.nconeistent .llQ)plication can 

lead t.o confusion on the pert of the child and en ul tima:tt dif • 

ti.cul ty 1n adjustment t .a the demande of later etages oi develop­

ment. The child who has not experten~ed proper atho.rl "1" and 

dieroipline e.ither tails to learn the social values to which he is 

xpected t0 eonfom, 1n the case of inconsistency or lmty on 

the part of parent•t or he rebels 88&inst confomtag1 in the ease 

0£ rigidity of the parents. The result in any ca.s:e is often del"" 

inqu•nt behaviour. 

With relation to discipline, the child bas to learn to 

mocu.f7 or control ADsrr1u1111 of bella.vtou.r. The modificmlion 
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or reohanneling of aggressiveness is a cape.city which must be 

developed proper,q and which , if not developed., can cause ad-

justment diffieultieo in later develo . • ':me del-

inquent behe.viQUl" pattern ie often one of acting out egsreaslons. 

At any time throughout a child• s development traumatic 

experiences e.an have a profound •£feet on the subs.equ-ent e.djust­

nt; of a child. However• the im)a.ct of artY traumatic experienc 

on a child's development ie always influenced by the child• s 

evelopment up to that t.imth Also, the way in which peepl 

ignificant to the child handle the eXperi.ence dete:rminee greatly 

the impact of 'the va.uma. 

Common traumatic experienc.es -.ilieh the child may encounter 

and whieh can be signifioent to the ,child's personali ty d'evel.op-

nt ares de.a.th o:f par.ants or siblil'lgs-• .e'Ul7gery 1 accident or 

sevdre illness, ·sudden or p,:,olonged s&paration from parent.a , in• 

1ene.e or protl'a,oted t:rustrationa, and depriv.ation of baeic pbyai• 

cal an4 emoticsnal needth The mare drastic the trauma, or the more 

pro10Jl6•d:t th.e stronger- will be i. ts .effect in the cause.tion of 

en:t. l!ow:ever1 th1e result depends on the child's inter­

p:t'eta:tion of the trauma.tie ex,erlenee tn te:rme of bis inner 

tee11ng.s. Also, a ebilo. given much support at the time or sueh 

an experlence will be less affected by 1 t . Trauma poorly hsndlwd 

oan leave the :child with the impression that he has been forsuen 

or rejeotedi ,at a time when -his need wu- greates-t_. , t'hus rejection 

by the dlild ot much o!' wha.t ha.a eone befo,l'e can result , namely, 

:hat a child will e:ct against parents and society for .ha.Ying been 

rejected. Hence•,; elinquent aot;l.ng out- pattern mq ensue. 

/ 
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The period ot: late childhood is one in which physical de• 

elopment is notable . It ia also the perled in which the child 

is :moving out from the fami~ circle into school and community 

contacts. In order that the child feel normal w. thin the acbool 

ana peer groups• it is necessary that he al)ptar nol'Dlalt 

The ohild who is abnormal physicall.7 ts the one who ie 

os,t often seen as the loner, vho, by- vis>tue of peer group re­

jection or of his own inferiority feelings• acts and performs 

alone. His feelings areund being a loner• whetheiv by choice or 

by 8%'9Up pressurest are often feeUnea of hostility- and bitterness, 

which often come out in antisocial belle.vi.our or delin.quency. 

Just ae the child who is diss:imil@ physically m'1 beco: 

a loner, so also the child who cannot cope with the 

i tuation lll'1 become cut of£ or may divorce himself fr 

ool 

full 

pa.rtieipatioll in the p6er gx'Oup and its activities. A child who 

cannot acbieve a sense of adequac1 in cop'ine with achool. endeav<1rs L/ 

ay turn to othe:r acti;ritiee to eompensate and in vbich he feel 

he can oope· comewha.t adequately-. Due otten to his hostility at 

net beln« able to cope in aohoolt his behaviour will. be a means 

ot acting out aaainst authority, and therefore is of a delinquent 

nature, 

Within the peer group itaelf there are group dyn811lica 

which entail the boy performing at a c&rtain level. This i .a part 

of the socialization process on the gl'Oup le1'&1« An inability on 

the part of the child to use the group p11operly and as a means of 

xpression 1id.ll result in frustratiOn mid in either his being 

1ngled out by the group or in his divorcillg himself from 1.t., 
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ihe end result,. 'l"egardlesa;; 1 e 1.n that feels fl'WJtra-

ti.on, rej.ection, end :~ery often hestili t.y which m~ res\ll t in bis 

~1ouir- cbaracterietic Qf tl:14 de,linuU:ent. 

J,n movi~ out from home to ccmimunit,- the c::hil<l is orten 

confused by the .lack o.f norm.a outed.<le 6t\C~ as he nu been 

eu.stomed to inside the home,. At least there are dissimil~tiea 

in eertatn -uee.a between the ,ietghbou:r:ho·od mil:l.eu and that of' th 

b # 0 child tbis. is an i-nperceptabl,e thin&a ye, eventually 

he finds 01.1t that can <10 certain thtl'.168, outside the home that 

were net allowed in it-* '»here t.s, therefore,, a. lack ot social. eon­

tr9l in the w11ighboui-hood s1 tua.iion. Should th.$ ina.orporatton 0£ 

,ocial values and DOl'DlO by the chil<l not have been o:emplete or 

trons enOllgb while t~ .nviJ'onment, there will S-nevitably 

be a re4uolion oi f.rtri:ngenoy on the p.u-t of the oldld so that 

ne.1.gnbourhood no and values become the more sought after level. 

(~e;et9re1 vheire there ie a lack et, or poo1" s0eial oont.rol., and. 

\ hence low value.a.. the resul tent will be that behaviour 'Will 111:ore 

( olosely a.ppi>oxi-ma.te that de-sllenated as a delinquent pattern. 

(Where ne1gb.bo\ll;'hood control and neiehbo~bood valiies are lowest, 

( aeUn,quent activity can be expe-Qte.d to be the highest. Consequent-

ly .f th,. ebild 1n adoptina: that mo-de of behaviour which to him is 

eemingly the sanctioned pattern• a-ru,pts the delinquent pattern. 

ln the adol 

.ful e,onf licts whi 

fQµnd $ of the mere strus-

ust undergo in the prooeQ.s of d, 

velo-pmen:t. though delinquency become apparent mor-. 

often dllltUtB the- adolescent st.age, it mq not be sta:ted f'latly that 

the adolee<:ent conflict the strortgest det.e$'lllinants towu. 

✓ 
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ould they b-e poorly settl Tb.is i 

often r 

8¥ ha.ve lain dorment th.:J.'ough preaeeding ✓ 

o be solved during this period~ It 1 

period of new ~on£l1ets surely, yet outstanding unsolved eon• 

fl1ots alao preeent them.selvee tor reeoluU.on in preparation for 

the person oe1nun 

onrli.ots whic 

o, 

th ol 

t of th1 

him 

1 

d, in 

i 

keeping wi 

ore incli 

ee.1. ot 

• t 

but adds to the cOI11pleld. ty of the adol 

_ oI develo: 

to 

_t. It 

though, while considering the 

ituation that doe 11 that 

~tive e 

u.e to 

1 t;y is under ,strain f~m the o: 

ar17 ... over fra 
/ 

n as being under ex-eat stress to find 

identi t-J . Throughout the preceew.IMr 

has been treated as a child. 

liee aneau 

aspirations of b 

e lt p~oportions dw.-• 

otional lag. Consequently• 

,hould be allowed more privileges in 

_tu.ration. Fa.rents, on the other hand, 

tom 011-; ~se privileges commensurate with 

acOund this point that a great 

ly is pl'Oduced. 

,ne o jor 

ado is of impoi-tance i~, p-,.g,ftAnding the delinquent in 

• 
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th1& perl.od.. It is a matter of depe to whether this t~ait 

of the adolescent ia manifetate4 in delinquency. Ooowlote :r 

bel.lion would b~ t.>Viden•ed in uttor rejection of all parental 

ocial val:11~-s, 3ll4 in adopting an $lltiaoeial and deU,.nquent be• 

,ti•Ttour pattel.11., At the, qppoe1te end Qt the scale is rebellio: 

,ainst his laek of recogm. tion en a.a.ult in the home• which is 

compensated tor by aeeeptence in the poet' group. The y-outh who 

~ua.t.ei, in the peer group and who, receives reeopi• 

tion and status without adopting antiso.oial behaviour can often 

adjust to the 4emande made on him ill the hQ?lle s.ituation.-

fherefor.e, the ~equacy ot peu relationships is of great 

.... port:ance. H.wever • the means the peel." grou.p itself WJes t,o 

t1af1 the needs of 1 ts memb:ers mJ33 entail delinquent aotivi ty. 

liencet if the adolescent eon can-y over the so.cia.l values u• 
e0crpo11atad earlier in the home into the peer group, resort to 

delinquent behavi<>ur 1n pr<>vii-.g himselt' may not ensue. It le. in .v"" 

relation to his peers tbe.t the adolescent seeks out h:is ewn 

identity. If the adolescent o.an meet thQ need 0£ fuding himself ir(' 

tbJ"ough identific&tion ~th 

factions through normal aotivi ti-ea,. recotnse need not aae to 

delinquent ac:tivitie •• 

Delinquent behavioui- results most otten from the peer 

group being unable to satisfy the needs of it Ol' fr, 

the adela,ecent be:i~ unable to find bis pl.ace in, and soek s:o: 

:nroU£m peer rela.tienaJ:d.ps-. 'l1he delinquent who ie re• 

ject.d by, or who divorces himself from. pee.r group relat.ionships 

often us-es the delinquent behaviour pattem in an attempt to 

l 

/ 
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,a:tiafy his neeu»• 

The ad.ole&cnt -who ean tit himself into the peer gl't)U.p 

et often invests the most of himself in oentomi 

'l'he.refon,• with regard to the individual' e bellaviour, mueb · de• 

pends on whieh mode of 'behaviour the sroup adopts. 



CHAPTER ID 

GllOtl.P FINDING$ 

'J?he stuc.\y vaa done on one hun~ed and six.t1•thr•• boya 

from the after-care c. .ot the Departlnent ot Public Welfare. 

'.fhese oases included oni,, boys from Iiall£ax County who wer, 

ins ti tutional1zed at the lfova Scotia. School for Boys and who wcu-e 

released between January 1, 1955,- and December ::n1 1961. lfh-e 

mean .age or the clelinqwmt group v:as thirteen years of age,. The 

upper and lower age limita of the STOup under study were over 

1ven 1eara, and Up to sixteen yea.re respective~. 

The aost common offences which were found on the court 

records, ineapecti'Oie of what appearance in court was :represented• 

were theft, tru.encv, end break and enter reepe.cti.vely. Theft 

oooWlted for JJ.J1' or the total number of offences rec&rded, 

tnanoy accounted. £or 20.8%1 while break and enter accounted fer 

6.-~ From the nature or the oftenc.es aa a. whole, S:t would ae 

to be indicated that sema.11 ty is not generally invol•ad. ther. 

there is a prepende1'a.nce ot offences involving material gain an4 

.ct!lng out against authority 1n general. 

Of the one hundred and ·sixty-three. boys committed to the 

ova Scotia 

only one· 

oo,l for Boys• it is noted that one hundred requi.:red 

itment, tou.rty .. s.ev•n were recommitted a second timea 
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nine required a third commi tmentt end seven had four eGmmi tmenta. 

Four commi tmente well'& the maximum number tha.t ury ol: the boys had 

ong the group under study. The average leDgth of stq in the 

institution was in the six to twelve month range. 

!Ale b1Potbesia tor the etu.~ hu been defined as b~ing 

that certain factors may lead to personality problems which mq 

sabsequ.ently be manifested in delinquent aotivi ties. It is in• 

tended here to show certain c.s.usal factors as being e18l}ificant 

in con.tributing to ju'fenile delinquency• 

fheee f'acto:re a:z:e generuly broken do,m into two bro 

groupinga-1 the first group contains factors whieb are related mere 

pecifica.lly to familial relationships and structure; the second 

poup contains factors related to envinnmental influences ex­

terior to the family constellation which have an influence on th 

functioning of t he family and its members. 

With regard to the £amil;tt it was initially found from 

'fable I that ot the 4elinquent group• 12.5 et the 16) d.eUnquente 

were born te maffied parents. This represents ?6. {:f/o of the total 

nwaber, Ot the remainder 10.4" we,:-e born of unwed mother•• '!, . fl/, 

were born into e,ommon•law unions, and 7.~ were 'Wldetermined. ae 

to the marital status of their parents. 'Rb.is information repre­

sents eesentially the extent of the available data on the birth 

circumstances of the group under study. 

At the time of first commitment, as shown in '?able II, 

126 of the lo) delinquents, which represented 77•~• were in the 

age group over twelve and up to sixteen, the mean age for the 

tota.l group being lJ yea.re,. It would appear from these etatietics, 

• 



TABLE I 

W'l BALD'AK COUW'.l't , Q 
SERVl-OE ·OJ THE »EPARTMENi' OF PtmtIC QLFARE 

BffiEEN JAN:UARY 1,. 195$ MU> D~mam 31, 1961, BJ 
>A.Rm'l'!S t MARI'RAL, STA~US !,fl ,lME 01' BOY ' S Blli'JJlt 

HK&ttl StUQS . ,Qi . l'1£Mt1 

!OWAl.1 

Children of Mar.ri.&d Parent•• 

Children 0£ Unwed Mothers, 

eb.ildren et Common- law Uni.one, 

ot ltncnou 

- 3S ... 

163 

125 

1? 

9 

12 

100. ~ 

?6. 6% 

10. ~ 

s.6" 
7. 



TABLE II 

OF l6J DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX OOUNff, ON 
61•~CARE SE11Vl0E OF 'mE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELP ARE 

Bm1W.EEN JANUARY lt l95S AND DECD1BER 31, 1961, Bf 
BO?' S AGE. Alm NATURAL PAREN'llS' Mill'?AL STATUS, 

AT mE TIME OF JOY • S FIRST COMMITMENT 'fO 
'1!RE NOVA SCOTIA SCROOl,, J'OR OOY 

M@ .. in XtHI 

TOTALs 

TOTAL ~ Ru 1,, 81 4 ) 

.wm i!.14 Jm! Bil 
27 20 16 12 

7, WlG@ 61 2 1 l - - ' • ... -
&, under 9t . 4 2 .. - - - 2 -
9, under 101 6 s • - l - - -

10, under llt 10 1 • - 1 - 1W -
11,, under 1aa lS s l - ?I • 2 2 

12, under lJ• 23 10 - 1 ? jp/ l 2 

23, u:nder ·14t 25 11 l - ' 5 4 l 

14., under l.Sa 37 18 l 1 4 6 4 3 

· l.S and oveJ't 41 22 . - 1 6 ,,w 2 ' j 

M Abbreviations ~ fort Married, l>i.voi,cedt Deserted, 
eperated,, W.1d8Wdt T1nman1e4 and B.ot Reo:oTI\et. 

Rf In one cue tn each of. these catettodes the bot was ri th 
the tathe:a;-, not the motheJI'• 

- )6 -

' 
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the:Fef or•• that the maj.o:ri t7 of the delinquents at first oommi t. 

ent ven in the adolescent group. 

i'urthei:-1 from fable n t t ie $.hown that 81 of the 16) 

delinquents at the t .ime of their first com.mt tments came f-X'Om homes 

which were n.ot broken by deathti divorce., &ftpN"ation, or desertion. 

Data conceming the muital. status 0£ the p8:'ents at the time o.t 

1 delinquento' first eODl!'.!litment wa.& nol ave1.1.ab,1e in ~e eases 

of 12 ot tl\e delinquent•• 0£ the remaining 70 delinquents the 

tnari.ilal ste.tua was recorded e,s be.in6 other than man-ieu • 

cea~s on which .data were av&ila'bl-e .P:/ were :re• 

or.ded as .havt,ng eegare.te<l parente., 4 we.re. reconed as havins 

dtvo:¥>cad pa:ren.tai and l wer& rec.oro.ed as one of the parents beiivr 

e.~rted.. In the :,4 cues i-epreeented b;r · theae oetegorie$ of di• 

vo:i-ce, aeparat1on, and desertion it, may be aaswned that mari 

in &videnoe in the homes, ainee these of themselves 

are indic1u, ot di.aco:rd .. 

:tn the ceee ot 20 ot the clelinquent.e death ot one parent 

was Mco.raed. 'i'hia is a disr\lption in the family constellation 

which imposes ettll another type ot 1:J.treae than that felt 1n homes 

With mmt,w. coatlict. Whe atreot ot the etreae would, hovev.e,r, 

be conditioned by, the enstence of otheJ- ,strengths in the home. 

to be indi.c.at~d, though• that tbese boys were ad• 

veraely affected in some degree bJ' the stress, b1 virtue or th4t1r 

-quen't del:1.nquenqy. 

Finall,y, in t he easo of 1, of the delinquents, the data 

showed them as bei.ng bon of unwed mothel"s, !ftlis group ia seen 

posed on the a tbl.r4 tn>e ot etl'ees which may i-each 
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even greater proportions, in view of the social stigmas attached 

to sueb a $1tuation. 

From. Te.bl• lll it is seen that ot the 16.) delinquents 

:representeli by the stu<17, in )6% ot the case rec,ords there w ... , 

recorded the fa.ct that the mother figuJ'e had a work history. 

However, the full significance of this factor could not be aecer• 

tained since it was unelea.r in many of the ca.sea e.t what period 

of the child's devel~pment the mother had worked outside of th. 

home. 'fhe in.f omation that was available tell.a when the mother 

was work:I.Jl&, but doe& not necessa:-11¥ mean the.t a.t other t1mes 

she was not employed-. 'lhe eriterion for judging whether or not 

reool'ded work history had any- significance and vhether it was to 

be included: in the table was that the work history occur at the 

time o!, or prtor to the boy• e being committed t-0 the Nova Scotia. 

ehool to:;r .uoya. 

!he £act that ,~ of the group unde.r studJ' had working 

others becomes silroiftcant when 1t ia compared to the Nova Scoti• 

ta for 19S1 l'.-garding working mothers. 'l'he census data / 

eh$W8 that onq 8. 4'£ r;,f the mothetl's in the provincial. population 

were working at that time. The dispart ty in this ;regud between 

the de,llnquent grou.p and the prOV1.noial av.e:rage is quite large. 

that the mothel!'• s working outside of the 

home, when combined with other t'aotors, has some significance in 

u.ent d-elinqutmt activity of the boys uncter 

tudy in this p~oject. 

Table IV ehovs the number of children in the family in 

the C .. -verage number of children per 



~ABLE III 

,-other• a Work 
RietQn , 

TOTAL-: 

No w"Ol"k history reoorded• 
,;/' 

Work histo:ey imlice.teda 

Work bi.story prto:r 
boy•s first of'.f'enc,ea 

Work history at tuo of 
boy' s first offance>-

Work histelcy" both pr.tor to 
and at Ume ot bq's 
tint oftenccn 

HALIP AX comm; ON 
i.NT OP l>lllU:!C WELFARE 

DECmBER )li 1961, 1ft 
·--a:rs~RY 

l6'JW 

101 

,a!! 

,s!! 

42 

,1 

:RH cent 
1of1/)/ 

62fo 

,~ 

-z.,'{N 

26% 

l~ 

A/ 'l'his colUlllll l"ef'ere w bo7e ;i-athe:- than to mothere: 
'b~aw:ut of tile way in which data. was aecved it wa,a not 
possibl& to eU.mi11ate du:plioations wb.er~ two, and in on 
ease threa. boys vere children of the aa1ne mother. 

tJ./ All pereent8(Jee a;r-e bosed t>n tho total group et l6j bo,s. 

J;/ This group 1neludea tvelv-e oases where tha-re was indi• 
tion in the rec-ord that the mother had workQd but not 

of when this we in relation to the boy' s first off enoea 
the-ee ca.see were n~t inolude-d 1n the e:eeona part of th 
table. 

• 
A/ Categorlea in the s.econd pert ot the table a:re not 

_qtuaJ.~ exolua-ive. an4 oannot be added as to number or 
percentage. 

.. J9 -
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'ro!AL1 

l ehildt 

2 childrent 

3 .. .. 
,. " t 

'. :J 

6 ·" t 

7 fl j 

8 or moi-e 
cl:dl4ren• 

Not sbownt 

ULE IV 

W BOYS FROM 1Utl7.U OO'U.N'f? t ' 
~ OF PtmLie \#ELF, 

llilmEB 'l; lS,61• Bl 
'ft .i. M"¥-T-w 

-
l6J -
ll 

19 

15 

21 

12 

1 

11 

:u 
)4 
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family fo~ the g:rtoup under study is s.1 childi-en. tempering this 

wt tb the 19'Sl D-ol!linion Bureau of Statistics .figures tcr Ha.lit ax 

County• the e.veage number of children is seen as baing 2. 4 £or 

that area. 'lhe~e.fore, the a•erac-e delinquent in -the ereup under 

tudy comes from the le.raa then avereBe fami'.cy . 

0£ the l.6) boys under study, ;4 bad nothing reao:rded ra. 

garc11ng size o:r family, fJ.lh.e· ,description wt th reference to this 

aspect, the:tefcJre, ia of 129 delinquents. Of this group• 84, er 

65.3.% came from families with four or more children. On the other 

hand, onq 8.:$% of the delinquents were the only child in their 

f'e.mili.ee. Also, 14.'/% e8Jlle from famili,es with two ehildrent and 

ll.6% came fin>m .families having three children. These figures are 

in keeping with the suggestion that the delinquents in the group 

under stu.~ tend to come from the larger f'amj.liuue 

With referenee still to the family , Table V shows 1n each 

ease the poai.t1:ons in order of birth tha.t the delinquents under 

etu.cq held iJi the £emily. FJ"em the tohl.e it is aeen that ll6 of 

the total group ot 16) are known as to their ordinal position in 

the family . Of this numbei, the lar3est percentage fall in th 

olde:et child end aecond oldest child grouping=,; the for.mer re• 

presenting 24.]% of the total group and the latter 14. 7%-. to­

gether these represent )8.8% of the totnl group of 16) under 

study. Rowev6r., the relative significance of these figures, if 

one were to attempt to relate orctinal position direetq to del• 

inqu.enoy, is dilninit:hed by the tact that there are naturally 

gelng to be more oldest ch.1ldren than -aeoond oldest in the total 

population, and likewise more eecond oldest than children of 



'ABLE V 

DlS$'1tll3UTION OP 1~, l)ElJNQUJ!M BOYS FROM BALll'AX ao:tmTt, ON 
A~QAlU} SERVI-OE OF fflE l>EP AR'l'MEWr OF PWLIC \IELf, 

B~ JAm:JAllt 11 195.S Mm DEC»mm ;ly i,61, it 
ORDlN~J., POSITION IN mi FAMII;Y 

fO'rALt 163 -
Oldest childt '' .Seeond .. I 24 

111bird • i 13 

rurth .. • J 

Filth · • I , 
Sutb n 

' a 
eventh 

or 
La.t;" (f t 4-

t Sha~,t, 4? 

Only eildl 11 

t ehildt 11 

- 42 • 
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higher numerical position. 

able VI, which repr 

telligenoe for the group under study, llt 

data concerning in­

be seen that ther 

are distribution deviations with respect to intelli.gence ranges. 

This table repres-ents 110 of the 16) boys in the total group. In 

the table it is notable that slightly over 6${o of this delinquent 

group of 110 were reco:ll'ded as haVing an intelligence, quotient (I. Q. ) 

below 90, whereas in the general population only an estimated 2 

have l.Q .• • s in this lowf)r r • fhen would seem to be a 

ifieant gap, then• between the delinquent sroup end the gen­

eral population. An I . Q. below 90 aenera.ll;y represents a dull 

noni.al intell:Lgen·e11 level or 11:101:t • 

xt , in the average int.elligence range, that is 91•110., 

a deviation is again found in that of th• general population, SF 

fall w:lthin this category. However, onq ;0.91% of the 110 boys 

represented here were in this same intelligence rca,ugv. 

inallu, in the r8Jl8e from 111 and o-v-er, which signifie 

higher than average range a, the deviation from the norm.al becomes 

till more noteworthy in that only ) . 63% of the 110 boys were in 

hie oatego?7, as contracted with that 0£ 25'fo tor th• general pop­

ulation. The general significance of this table mq b-e summed up 

in s¢D6 that the weighting of intelligence tor the 110 boys ot 

th., delinquent group under stu4 represented in this tahl 

8hovs quite a significant concentration tow the lower segment 

of the intelligence .scal.v. 

Table VII shows the location emong the seventeen census 

traots of the City of Halifax ·of eighty or the delinquent boy 
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TABLE VII 

Census Number ot st¥ Populat1;J; »el~u~ncy 
T;mgt, Pelinawmi . · Aged 6-1 Rft& 

1 0 43S o.o 
2 2 ?48 2.7 
) s 541 9.2 
4 22 1.207 · 1a.2 
$ Jl 1,999 1.s.o 
6 .3 1.196 2.7 
7 2 l 1JJ9 1,8 
8 ) 1,Sll 2.0 
9 0 4Z) o.o 

l.O 0 ?28 o.o 
11 l. 618 1.6 
12 0 1.24s 0,0 
13 l 91 11.0 
14 ) 1,,858 1.6 
i; 0 6,4 o.o 
16 l 898 1.1 
17 6 ltl?J 5,3 

JJr/ The total number on wluch this table is .basecl i 
these being the cases in -which eu!ticient dat 
available to allow each case to be mapped. 

~ 

~7j 
J 
l 
2 

'6 
9 
'8 
1.6 
15 
11 
14 
4 
10 
lJ 
12 
; 

,'s/ i'be population in each tract '96ed 6~17 inclusive 1n 
families is draw.fl froa the Dominion Bureau of StatiR• 
tics data by census 'tracts tor the 01 ty of Halifax 
tor 19,S6. 

a/ The del1nqueney rate is expressed &s a rate. per thou­
sand population aged 6•17 in each tract. 

• 45 -

' 



• 46 ... 

under stu~ on lfhom th~re was 

them to be valid.ly placed !n 

.utficient inf'ormation to allow 

particular tract. The s1gni.fi-

canoe or this table is that it snows up 

high rate or delinqueno1. '.L'h rate per 

t.houaand juveniles tn families between the ag~s o·f six and 

teen . 'fhe high rate tracts are traets J, 4• 5, l.Jt end 17. 'l'h 

.ra.te fDr the city wa& derived as 4.a, and each of the abov 

tiva tracts exceeded this rate, whereas the remaining twelv 

tracts did not;-

·ra.ets 3t 4, 5, and l3, which were the tracts or highest 

ch contained ?J-8% of the total group 

1nt-ed in this table, have in common the .tac-t tba.t they a:r, 

deli 

repr, 

ll 

i .n 

jacent and they make up the downtown 

of the land use is of 

of Halif'e.x., whero ... 

rcial natur1;;. 

The fa.ct that t' e nantly c 

e i:e 

d be• 

ooming inoreaein6'17 so, intlueno 

,n·••~a. The ultimate result i 

·ea.sea. Dwell· · within 

incroaeco, 

, to 

becollle devaluated, over•crowded 

opulation th.er~ b 

.d nm down, ri th the 

lack of p:r1d::, 

t 

et. int 

tin th re-

d•v•lol).tnent schemes undertaken t0 date there h 

oun~ of relocation of families, presumably fr1 

been a ce:t?tain 

areas undergoing 

redevelopment to this area wherein are several lewel" rental pr, 

jeote. Other than this• there seems to be little indication fr 

:veil.able data t hat there are many aspeets in common between th 

downtown area end tract 17. 
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Figures I and lI retu to edueatienal achievement Qf the 

delinquent s:roup both befon &nd durina the beys ' f'irst o:omm1tment 

to t..lie Nova ·seot1e. Scn.ool for B:oya. 'ftle.se figures both show tha.t 

ove;l' 5~ 0£ the grGup l'ecorded in either caue were behind in 

eb.ool from one to 'Uu-ee grades• the heav:ier weighting being in 

the three grades behind ca.te30q.. Thie Bhows that a great man; 

of thie delinquent group did have dilficul ty in eehola.atic en­

deavours. 

However, ii is difficult to draw further inferenc&s as to 

whether this is the effect of the culmination ot' various other 

eireumstancea and factors, and an indieator of delinquent patterns, 

specially rejection of' aathorl ty; or whether there is rather a 

causal relationshif between tbie .factor and delinquenc,1 or tinal.ly, 

wb(Jther tbeJ"e is a .combinatiQn of the two possibilities at pl 

in moet instsnoea. !J.lhia is a moot question to which po&sible 

ansve;,ra will not be preaented hertt. Sui'f"ioe it to • ·eJ that ed• 

ueationally the delinquent experiences eonsid.erable difficulty, 

Md that there would seem to be several int•rpretations of thia 

fact , 

The foreg'Oing givea gene2"ally the more important finding• 

or the pro.jeet as they were 4;r-awn from the prilnary data 1n the 

group undertakin£h Mere will be said i.n the following chapter or 
the enviromnental 1nflumice~. 
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FIGURE II 

o 1 

:OE.NT BOYS FROM RA.LI.FAX 
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Throe grades behind•-27. 

TOTAL :am.nm EXPECTED ®• 76 !l!OTA1,1 146 

epreoent11 one boyJ oolone arc eubatitutqd to lllerk 
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IV 

ANOMIE DELIN CY 

The, concept of o.K1.M.1.e oocupiee en ortant plai:o !n 

ociol -

t 

i '.ll'tO --

used anomie to d 

cd to e:xpla.:t.n a wide a:rro;r of 

ile Durkheim i11troduoed tho concept 

tudies in France on suioide.ll Durkheim 

J?lilieu in which the gro~• s eonti't>l uf 

its membAra has broken the indivi 

oral authorl ty; a.'l enviro:n::ient in whidl , boc 4r 

"-01:p b t ·ou.p aolidarity haG w, ,u .. 

',, thus c 

in various fo 

o.rlg1na.l. Greek 

that 

if ontisocial behaviour,. Thi 

literally meaniI)6 

itself 

to th 

.. • 
Obert M,,...,.t:n tiology 0£ this ill• 

n 0 ociety. Ke shows how cultm-e defines goals and int~ 

restsZ/ 

noMthst 

wt-en no 

fer of achieving thcue goals; 

ng , ~egulatory no do not n ortl7 coinei 

xpedi-eney. In other woriio , de t io 

:ymp between cultut-ally defined irationa and 

J,/ .£{.11 • E., Dur.kheim, k; Sµigid§ (Paris, 1912) 

J/ .sr~, Rebert K. M~rton. S.99141 '.rll~g tm4 tloga,a1 ~truotvD 
(Glencoe. Illinois• The Fr · · - · · 

• ,SO• 
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socially etructur-ed me.ans. Merton uses the anomie concept to 

xplain how our culture exerts certain pressures upon .· groups 

in our society to pro-duce 

rather than c.onforming eondact. 

them socially non-conforming 

·is in our society ta 

upon material success obtained throueh competition. 

Whtl• great atr, ia placed upon the- need for attaining 

the institutionalised goals, ..,.there has not been a co;rreaponcling 

empua.eie on guara.ntee1ilg the itnatitutionalised meane tor aob1ev1ng 

e economic .and ethnio groups are eut ott fro 

legl timate ace to these goalv. ted by the excessive soe;i.al 

tresa up.on sueces.1., ,bere ot th6ae underpr:i.Vileged groups resort 

to the most expedient, al.tho illegitimate procedures tor attain• 

ing the success goalsf Resort to the test of expedieney ... "&ucees. 

t ezq pr.i.~•• • generat -tate ot normleeeness o;r anomie in 

ociety. This anomie then bee 

conformist behaviour. 

the incubator of widespread non-

In oper ationali~ing the conc@t in the study it was nece•-

a.r:,- to identify those variables in t of wh.ie:h th& phen, on 

:,:epresented. b7 the concept can be observed. Variables th 

identified beeo: e 1nd1ees of the phenomenon. So many research 

projects on juvenile delinquency are only isolated, disconnected, 

discrete bits of fact. .cquirea acientific relevance 

only ae. it becomes related to one or other of the concepts of 

ocial science. By linking the findings of a study such as thi­

to a concept like anomie it is possible to relate juvenile delin­

quency to otber socially devi,ant phenomena which are embraceable 

w1 thin the same conceptual claao. Rene tablished theory can 
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be br.o to bea:t upon juvenile delinquency and thereby can 

illuminate j. t. 

In his atu~ on delinquency in Balti.more,J/Bernard Land 

folllld through pa:rt1al correlation end fa¢tor 

that a ()luster ot vartablee were found to be 

g -· ifiable of anomie. Th 

.ysi,s ttchn1ques 

fioant and to­

three factore 

were the percent of h, owner occupied, the percentage 0£ 

non-wh1tea1 and the juvenile delinquency rat.,. 

owever; for the puq,oee ot thie etu~ it was not fea.eible 

to use either the first or second of , due to th 

lack or availabl - ana the cultui-al dif!erenc •a th 

area under study ·1.n :~•s report the local area under atudy 

he ... v . 

~e lee.v-es t 

'Rbis .ia1 without doubt, 

tter maasttre of nomle 

v&lfia.b le of incidence ot dellnquenq • 

id index of anomie, eince no 

avail.able than behaviou:- that 

violates the no~,. Jlowevt'J't t-he use of th1e variable as an in• 

dex must be excluded on logical grounds . One cannot 

index of a bn>oth.etic.al cause,. nemel.7 anomte, the very etf&ct 

vhieb Qking to attribute to that cause. 'fo do ao is to 

be guilty of circular r~asoning. 

What is left then is te ehoo to be used 

indicators or an01aie which vould appear on purely logical gr-0und 

to be more appropriate th 

'J./ ,£t.. , Bern 
(New ?orkt Col 

.• These are 
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possible tndioe 

w1 th · the concept on the basi.s of 

namely, a Bva1.e o~ no:niu.easnesc,. 

· there would seem to be a link 

imple definition of it1 

item.a ro.r e%emination in tibia respeot were in two 

oategorietn- _ 

ing characteristica. In the to 

that onq one group of data cou. 

on• ano. those regarding ho'l18t­

ory it vu un.fortunat 

be cl.earl.¥ enough .defined to 

work 'With,. and this ref erred to the ratio of eingle urales to th 

total male :l)Opulation in each tract-. In the second cat.egory three 

gr,oupe of data were es·taJ:>11sheC; one concerning 

dwellings of the total dvnllil'l8S in ·each. tract Which 

c6nd concerning the percentage of ·dwellings aitua.ted 

o-ver ~commercial sites among the total numbe-r or dwellings tor each 

tract, and the ihiN concerning the percentage of dwellings vi th 

ong the total number of dwellings !or each t.r:act. · In 

the tracta were ranked f.rom high to low, according to 

e. percentage oi- ratio toun<l from initial calculatio,.uu 

the group of delinquent.a under etudy it w 

to draw a total of ninety casea in v.hich ther,e was l:'eeor-ded the 

e boy had lived in the City of Halifax du.ring 

aimiificant period in his life. and for, 

tiine. ,i I~ was turthel.' possible to chart 

of the city • .B7 USill« the Dom.inion Bure 

tion of, and d.ata regarding t,racta, 1 t w, 

the delinquency rat• in each of t: 

city as a rate pe:r thousand children c 

inclusive 1n families. The results of th 

aigni£icant length of 

ty of these on a map 

of Statistics de.serip­

poeaible te ascertain 

census t:rac.te of th 

venteen yeare 

calculatio»s \Teri 
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o r8l'lked shewing the area.e with the hi.ghest delinquency rate. 

1bvious implications of the· delinquency rates wer; 

that tracts 3, 4, 5, 13, and 17 aeemed to be ,significantly high. 

the illustratio-n in the Appendix, -tracts, ) • 4, and j -
jaeent to one anotheit and make up the waterfront .• camneroial,.. ~d 

indu.atr'ia.l areas between Morris Street on the, South; South Park 

Street, the Citadel and its adjacent parks and Robie Street on the 

Veat1 North Street on the: NorthJ and the Harbour on th 

Tract lJ lie.a adjacent to tracts J, 4, and 5 and directly East, 

in the e3ttlra ter:ritOl'J' up to Robie Street on the East and 

• Tract 17, on the other hand, is set 

he tour tracts just descl'ibed in that ii. t is si tue.ted 

in the North--West corner of the city, and is not physically- con­

nected with an.v of the pveceeding ones. T.--act 17 i.s bounded by 

treet, Bqer's Road, and the city' s Western 

o dl.Nctione is not made in view ot their-

regul a directton ot the boundaries of this t.raot. 

,,..lthough the fi'V'e tracts just mentioned do to be moat 

significant, onl7 f'Q-ur shall be cu.neidered to be so. Hence, onq 

tree.ts J't 4• St and 17 wi.ll be considered, since traot 1) is com• 

posed ot essentially parka and inutituUons. In tb.i 

cording to the Dominion l3ureau of Statistics, there i 

u.lation reco,:-ded between the a,ges of 6 and 17, and th' 

tract, ac­

low pop­

the in• 

cidence or .one delinquent can establish such a high rate as is 

found in thia instance. However, in view of the larger popula­

tion base and lazger delinquency &eatter in the other tour traotu• 

they shall be eonside,:ed as having relatively much greater 
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validity wt th regard to their respective rateu • 

ta l, 4, 5, end 17, which considered l.uding 

having considerabl 

1pok-en, the-r~ 

ficane.e, and trect lJ of which we have 

twel aining • Of th1 

.five did net eontain any of the delinquent 

twelve, 

even 

tracts .taken e11her contained a total ot fifteen of the deU.n-

quenta. 1'heref ore, the four si,enifi-cant tracts contain 64 ot 

the 80 delinquent fied, o.r a total of 8'11", .ie woul.d e.eem to 

be 4\1.ite signitit.umt. 

!he ~fio.ance or the tour characteristics or the census 

traota vhieh have received mention 

lAenomenon un s 

lier in relation to the 

linquenay, 1e achi.e.v 

through the use of the rank•<lilference coefflleient of correlation. 

,ployment e£ this method_ o£ eo:rrela:tion the variable 

out 1n OJ:'der ot importe.nce, in their association with juv .. 

,nile delinquency• as follows• 

l .} Ratio 0£ 19ingle to men-ied. me.lea + .75 

2.} i>ercentSGe o! dwelUnga over oomlllerce • .,6'!J 

3.) Percentage c,.f dwellings substandard + .64 

4. ) Perc~ente,ge of dveUings with roomers + .so 
ta on which these calculations were based a.re contained in 

Table VIII en IX., 

,n, therefore, that there is a high degree ot 

oo:iation in the case of the ratio of single to in.arried mal.eu; 

whereas the association is not so evident in the latter thr 

characteristics concerning housing. With regard to the latter, 

there 1s substantial association show between delinquency, as 
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0.1s 
e.26 
o.1.) 

o.oo 
o .. 68 
1,4-2 
o.oo 
o.e7 

nl 
lJ~ i ,.! 

tl ,f···I 
l.lf 
1.2 
9 

{l6l 10 
.· 1 117 
( 6) 

11" Comm.e•c 
2? , .Rft 

1.68 
4 .. 00 

27.20 
, .g.20 

1'-.?S 
7,.ze 
6,JO 
1.22 

0.,,2 
1.)2 ,.,a 
4.S? 

6.88 
lf.&4 
1.-4% 
0.9, 

1.21 

!1i 
Ul 
!~i; 

10 
7 

Mi 
(1$) 

,/ 'l'bte table "'efere to 8t ·cleltnquen,s on whom the,:e were auf• 
fioient uta to placb then,. on a map of Hallfu. Ten of the 
ltaltt.as delinquents in the etu.~ did not meet this er! terion. 

)/ ll1;1,ta on dvellinsv ftfer to dliLta s-a.thend o, tbe Halifax 
Roueing Su.nay by c.en.aus tracts and dated Jul¥ 1 1961. 

Sil "'f.• !.ie.fe!'a to the percentage ot dvellings ef the total. nUlllba" 
in tho tl"act having each parttcule:r hWS1D6 oheaoterisU.e1. 

• · S6 ... 



Oen 
f~ 

l 0 o.o 
2 ~ 2.7 
3 5 9.-2 
4 22 1s.2 

i ,1 l$,,O 
) 2117 

1 t 1t8 
8 ;, 2110 

' 0 o,.o 
10 0 , o •. o 
11 l l..6 
12 D o~o 

13 l. u ,..,o 
1,4 ' 1., 
15 0 o,,e 
16 J. 1.1 

17 6 s 1 •• 

Ji/ 

'r.Al3LE IX 

nl 
Hi 
(i 1, 

~ -

!4l 10 

~ 
( S} 

.. 5,? .... 

2.,, 
Hl 10.,i 

13.00 
17.J} 

,.o;, 
Pi 1.~ 

4._a, 
o.64- 11 

2.20 

!Jl 1.24 
0.26 
0~9a 10 

7 .,,, 

fi!i Q.,.a, 
e>.:1., lj 
0.19 16 

0.00 (17) 

OF 80 
IEPARTMEN'l' OF 
lmBJ:tt 31, 

DATA 

0 • .50, 

!1l o .. 479 
o.s=o 
o.ss1 
o .. 6J8 

Hl o.s94 
0.522 
o.-.SJ4 

o.452 iitj o.468 
o.4.SS 15 
o.482 12 

o.sos 

i:ii 0.514 
o.i+s:, 
0.512 
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recognized b7 tb.i and the housing data cons14ered, but 

the coeffieiente indicate th ciation to be oonsiderabq lesa 

tlA'tWAeJl _ atio o! single to l!lal'Tied person th 

linquencs ra11a-e 

The findings with r . 1nd1c.ate a fairly 

:ignilicent co 

b 

ovie-r 

felt 

between the val'ioua ho vs:riabl 

~e coefficient 

linqueney- rate woul! 

n substandard 

this e,oeffici.ent is only 

1~.enee, yet not too strong• On 

xclUdiDG tract )J fr-0111 the calculation of the 

lt is a correlation t-o the +. 80 level. It l 

ct 13 r, th-e calculation 1.a vali,., 

there ia t'ouahly ,only about 10:,. of the land area. in use tor 

purpo within tbis trn.ot. .Al~o,. t linqueney 

~t ... , t.ract, is not relatively too significant. 

erall3 indicate depreciaiion :t.n 

land val: and overcro .ta 

we.re, not availa.bl.e to allow £or vel'i.fication of the latte poin·t, 

nn.'!:_.,,. 01· dwelliJ:lgs ov--er commerce end juv~n1l• 

·1on is + .,67. ~s is of delinquency• 

,t«tr aignifi e coeffieient with substand dwell• 

i 

11. 

in thia variabl 

dif;)p 

well there is one a:rea. tract 

cOllma.rea. to the rank unde.r 

de.linquency rate, i •s ver., high- It would not be valid to omit 

this t~act from celoulations tho , lin--

quents in this tract and the subsequent delinquency rate are both 

~ 

" 
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high. 

The exiottnce or a high percen of dwellings over 

commerce 1n any given area is indicative of 

rcial. and residential faciJ.iti.ea, Sui 

take avEQ" considerably from the homogeneity of an 

Similarlf, the number ef dwelu»es with r 

effect o.n the solidarity of an area. The 

-of OOlll• 

t to 

rooming houses invi te-e a transient population into the --'l:lo-• 

Though the conelation with Juvenile delinquency was onl3' + • .5n, 
1 t is interesting to note from 'l'able X that the eon-elation with 

dwellings over commerce i$ +.6J. 

Finally, · regal'ding the :ratio of sinale te merri ma.le~, 

to be the correlation eoeftioient that thi 

the most significant variable in i-elation to tho juvenile delin• 

quency rate. It may be infer.red from the h16h c-ottolation of this 

xistence of a high ratio of single males i 

f'o.cto1r which hae a d&f$nita bea:ting on the delinquency rate of an 

• However• more would have to be known about this group r 

a:rding- occupational status, ages, leisure time aotivitieD, 

and how the, were housed, to mention but a tew faetors e before th 

•ariable with delinquency eould be 

properly aesesse-e._ Suffice it to that the st.ability cf an 

to a great extent upon f whose concern is 1n 

a.king an area a suitable place tor ~118 children. A popul­

t1on which is not so predominantly family centered would have less 

invested in this same aspect. ~eref'ore , the effect on the 

~ 

I 



DIFFERENCE CO 
HOUSING, Alm 

TABU: 

I'fi OF BALIF-, 
1JLATION 

ON A TRACT B. 

DW 

ver,Cmwer911 ~µ~ptQPderJ}I t g HU1i@QI 

DliELLmGSs J 
'ith 

Roomers• + •. ,, +.4-S +. 21 

Over 
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JUV$n.1l 
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neighbourboo 

ab1 

ay ul timatcl;y be a. poor on,:. 

indication of the degl'l'ee or relation­

-ahi:p les undor atuv,y . r inspection or 
this tablo there wou.ld S8"ent to b 

between the variable of dwellings o?er 

valt'l.ables. 1'he oeeffieient do~a no 

for this variable. The mixture of c, 

ant intercorrelation 

roe an Nlllaini 

below +.,,SJ 

nti 

- th 

universal va.;ric.ble of those under study. Its correlation 

w1 th other v.oriahles is ~e constantly on a significant level. 

On the basis of the C$ttolati-0na made there would seem to 

be a gr.eater or less degree 0£ eoncomi tance between the four 

tud.1ed and t he d&linquency l:'ato. It must be oddeu., 

thoU&h, that the con--elat1one NPre&entod by this study are signif• 

iosnt onq to the level o-f correlation employed, nomely, the rank• 

dif£erence eoe$fioient of corr0olation. .Had the available data 

been m.oro refined and extensive• i t mq have been possible to mn• 

plo1 more 1nvolv-ed statist1CJ.\l. measures. 

m 

eon~ 

rele 

v-a.i'i 

• correlation ooef.fic--ient doos not 11.ec 

3:'elationahi'D involv~d.. !t merely m&&Surea 

of the p:rese::it study bear 

co only in that the,y provide e explanation for tb 

t be viewed 

between censu.a tracts. '.i?llE!se r, 

cological correlations which do :not b 

e d the causal re-

lationship as do individual correlations. Correlations based en 

the properties of areas as such cannot be reasonably assumed to b 

p 
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qua.l to corresponding correlations based ~:>n the characteristic 

of individu • 

Sooial problems suoh juvenile delinquency rarely in• 

1>le relationship between one variable and a. eonstent. 

ather, there ar.e usually many- factors or variables involved. In 

thel'e ere usually two majo::r: errors en• 

countered. The fir.st ts in studying enly one eause, while ex• 

eluding or ig:norillg other possible ea.uaes .. The fallacy here is 

obvious. The second errQneOU:.8 app~aeb ;Ls t~e 1t1\lltiple f'aetor 

• in whi 

ly- enougll de.t'i 

and those tba.t 

merely found toge 

onshipa o£ factors a:re not clear• 

to th1 ry no o.ttempt 

ch are basically related to delinquency 

.ptoine.tic. 'l'he latter have nt\ re 

rediction of delinquency; they 

r w1 th other f actora which are meenir..gful 

etiology ot th 

tic _ t'ieMt in th 

'lf, then, mo.o.e in un el• 

C'Yt it ie felt that practical and realistic research must 

The present study bas beon intended step in• 

with 

.tions ia 

in research 

to a new direction. 

tion. b~t to go a 

to n to explo, 

technique.-

t be u 

into indi vi,du 

of the 



CRAPlER V 

SUMMARY AND RECO: :DA'l'IONS 

In retrospect, the findings of the study indicated tha.t 

the group lll14.er stud7 had, in a significant pe_roentage of case1111, 

come from homes in which there were deviations from the nomal 

home pattem. This is 

ari taJ. rel. 

numbe.r of c 

home 

ing from various causes,- and by th 

i .n which the mother .figure was absent from th 

ento. 

1u.ch high 

to the incidence of other factors in the group, 

ree of poor seho.ol achievement, a seemingly 

heavier wei'3'hting in the lower intelligence ranges, and the ap­

parent connection between larger fsmiliee and the occur-ence of 

delinquency, it is hard to decipher whether or not there i 

ctually a causal relationship or not . These do, however, pro­

vide deacripti ve material on tbe group and are ai-eas for further 

reaeeroh. 

,y etudyi it could b -
that they did reside in Halifax at a time, and for a 

duration when it would be significant; it was possible to eaten-

lieh differential delinquency rat 

tracts of the city. 

venteen census 

In searching for reason for the differential delinquency' 

... 6; ... 

) I 
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rate it i that the nearer t tion of del1n• 

quency is to the direct motivation of behaviour• the nearer it ia 

xplanation or the deviant behaviour. It i 

that the key to th 

through the concept 0£ anomie. en group norm 

be found 

no longer 

binding in an area or on ent of the population in it. then 

individual behavioUJ" is more likely to include a higher percent• 

of deviant behaviour. 

1le Dulrkheim ~otboaized that a dift,erential crim 

rate ia a reflection of dif.fere.nt1al degrees of social cohesion 

and the corresponding social control. R tha\ the breaJ:C• 

down of social cohesion i'rees the indi'Vidual from the pressure of 

public opinion and tlle informal social controls which, in more 

op,rate to aeoure confomity to the norms or con ... 

ven ii.onal behaviour .,JI 
The child in a stable co_mmunity grows up 1n an aura of 

established norms which supported by a social concensua. On 

the other hand, in tbe unstable comuni ty vi th i te aubseqllently 

weakened social controls there i ter likelihood of va:riant 

nol'll'.ls BJ,1d grou.p standard 

The.refore , the closer examination of community atability-, 

or the lack of it.. and or how thi 

the differential behaviour ot indivi 

· be ccynamically relat.ed to 

1upa voul.ci e 

to be Ct. moet t'rui t!ul area for further stud¥ • 

I t there ts i.n the group under st.udy a fur degree of 

• l>urkbeim, ,D:+"t:R .. v.:.t Yf: =rev= ,..,. . !IIIJ',,V.A.QVI 
llan Co., 19JJ' . . . 

1! 
~ 
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rimilari ty vi th those who comprise· the total delinquency picture• 

it would be sate to regard the findings of thio stuay as assumt> ... 

t1ons in delving further into the p:robleme 0£ delint1uency. It 1 

felt that the fincii?llfs o.f this study have a su.f'fioient degree of 

ve.lidi t, to be able to regard , them as a basis for further research 

and study. 

lier, much use can be made of 

ecoloeieal correlations end individual. correlations in sorti 

ou~ which variables have a cauaa.l nexus an.d which 

~tomatich 'l'he use of more adv-anced statistical m.ea&ures such 

tor analysis. wherein eadl var.ta.bl 

i of the effect ot other variables before it ia correlated 

to the phenomenon wtder study, will (d.ve more valid results th 

o~t atudies undertaken locally to date. It is felt that th 

which will soon be available on ·e. tract basis from the 1961 censu. 

unde-rtaken by the 

attempt such th mo~e detailed and fresh data for 

-:anipulation. Further r esearch making use or more advanced and 

vell as more diversified dat.a is highly 

recommenced in new of the possible r esults such s t udies may 

attain. 

In view or the inferences draw from various dat ploy• 

4tndations will now be made in keeping 

with the findings- of the project . It would treem that there is a 

ubotantial numb&r of delinquents whose chance for normal h 

due to marital discord , death of a parent, or 

illegitimacy. Should the proportions •-Of these hazards to normal 

I 
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family U remain in any wa.v n <lOns tan t in loold .t the 

Jtuo.i.e 

here• then t: 

-n 

probl ooun 

fly­

c~ne and not just· group whi. . 

ocial action. 

ean help in mart tel 

rvices which are o!fered in the li-ali.fax 

e b'amily Service Bureau and the Children• & Aid 

The elttenoion of the nieee through incr, PX'O• 

fessional staff end. further public relations could do a consider• 

able amount of good. e.ognition t be given to the value of 

counseling services, and there is an for better facilities and 

lation so that the full benefit might be reaped froc this im..-

portant t whtcb the conmnmli. ty h .t its di &posal. 

It is felt that the ini tie.tion of a family court could 

provide people having difficulties with a legitimate means of ra• 

aolving the.i:r probl in one w&7 or another. The use of th 

profeoion of aocial work tn conneotion with such rnce fo:r 

:rength the P of studying th• family it 

ie et:rongq reca • The coUl't would gi enoies end pro• 

f , opportun1 ty of setting at the problem f em1ly llhil 

the probl be still in tate of flux •. Hence , agencies 

vouldn' t become aw, of the problem only rr desertion or sep-

a.ration 

cen"t-er 

coul 

taken place.. The court could be the coordinating 

rofesaions• especially soci 

. ~ult on the har<1.-core e 

problems w1 th1n themselves, • 

ork, 

which 

cnool sho'IUd be a place 'Where th 

family lie involv-ed more in commun1t,•a plans and projeoti::J. 
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Ir each neighbo~ood i. o become eohes-1 ve it needs some comm.on 

ground :u.ca.tionaJ. f ooill ties veuld 

o be the moat ee.sily accessible place from which cOl1JmUnity 

aotion lll&i' start., The schools. ha.ve, personnel, who if properly 

trained, con pro-vide sufficient stim1ll.U41 to get. ne,1g.nnournooo an 

ity progrm:is moving.. Also involved, 0£ course, is th 

let1ent that the people will learn mere ab.out the importanc-e a.n 

use of aehool and will identify more with it. 

chool will see more of the oowaunity•s eircumstenoes and needilJ , 

well e.s perhaps s-ee something of the problems of individu 

families .. 

t programs means of Civic planning and redevelopm 

i-emoving the blighted areas of a city. The continued use of the 

mea.su:res is recommended, in viev of the pr attained to date 

However, in redevelopment and relocation there are trJ.~ dynami 

t pl81' which involve akillful han-dling. This io especially true 

in reference to those families who are sub j ect to moving in th 

eourse of carrying out such programs. lt is felt tha.t improvem.ent 

could be made 1n this area through preparatory work being done b;y 

trained personnel. A fat1il7 well p:tepared £or being included in 

reaevelopment eoheme can add to ite ultimate sucec:u.:t • 

In conclusion, it is felt that through redevelopment a.nd 

re-ee1uca.tion, vi th the help of staff who are well oriented in 

human behaviour• mueh can be gained in combatting the ills o.f our 

oaiety., With reBard speei.fioa.1)¥ to delinquency-. only when w1 

have a eommuni v with an atmosphere that ia conducive to whole• 

some develoi,ment can we hope to reduce the incidence of thi 
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pheno: 

probl 

on. It has been noted that delinQueney ia a eompoai te 

• Suoh a problem can be dealt with ef£eotiveq by only 

the broadest kind of eonmuni ty approach. Basio to a "broad 

community approach'' is support of all measures that contribute to 

the improvement of the total life of the community and the Uvin« 

conditions of fmnilies. Only by auch measur1 

grossive elimination of' the be.sic causes of 

ake for juvenile delinquency. 

can there be p 

t which 
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MARITIME SCHOOL OF SOOIAL WORK 

RESEARCH PROJECT, 1961-1962 

Schedule for .Reading Department 
of Public Welfare Records 

Schedule No. ___ _ Read ----

I. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

dc61 

Edited ___ _ Coded 

1. Month and year opened DPW ___ _ 2. (_) Active DPW on January 1, 1962 

Closed DPW on---------­
(month and year) 

3. Reason for closing: 

4. (_) Not known to SSI 

If known to SSI, give dates and agencies registered: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

5. Show below all changes of guardianship from birth, with month and year of change, 
relationship of new guardian to delinquent (if any) and reason for change; 
identify guardian at time of delinquency: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
- 69 -

-
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~PW Schedule --- 2 dc61 

Schedule No. 

II. FAMILY CONSTELLATION 

Memb 
Birthplace Mo & yr born Ethnic origin 

(b) (c) (d) 
i 

Religion 
. ' 

1. N 9. tural father 
- -~·-· .. 

9.tural mother 
--·--

tep-father -
tep-mother 

doptive father .. . 

doptive mother i -· 

oster father ! ·- l oster mother I 
i 

' 

2. N 

3, S 

4. s 

5, A 

6. A 

7, F 

8. F 

9, C hildren (list in order of . birt h beginning with the oldest, by groups, and 
include delinquent in sequence) 

I 

Ma Fe St Hf Ad Fo i 

I 
i. 

ii. ..... 

iii. -·--------- · 
iv. - '--·-· ----
v. -· 

vi. ...... ... _ 
vii. -· -· 

viii . 
ix, I 

x. 

xi. ---- i--- · ·- '· 

xii. 
I 
I .. 

xiii i . : 
I 

xiv 
I 

I I - -

xv. 
I I 

! : ! i 
' ! 

( __ ) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 

I 
j 



' FAMILY MARITAL HISTORY 

Single 
I (a) 

Natural father I 
i 

Natural mother I 
Step-father I 
Step-mother 

5. Adoptive father 

I 

I 
I 

Adoptive mother 

7. Foster father 

! 
I 

- 71 -
Schedule No. __ _ 

Married 
Date Place 

I (b) 
i 

. 

Divorced 
Date Place 
(c) 

Separated 
Date Pl ace 
(d) 

--·~ 

Widowed 
Date Place 
(e) 

-

·--
8. Foster mother ' : I 

! I 

9. Children (list in order of birth beginning with the oldest, by groups, and in­
clude delinquent in sequence) 

Fe St Hf Ad F 0 
I I 

i. ... 
ii . 

' 

ii i. 

iv . 
v. .. 

vi . 
vi i. 

vi ii. 

ix . 
x. 

xi . 
xi i. 

xi ii. 

xi v. l 
I T 

• 
I I I , xv 

(_) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if marital history of any family member is irregular, and give 
detail on back of sheet, i dentifying member by number.• : .. __ 

i 

l 
I 

_J 
I 

I 
l 

' : 



DPW Schedule --- 4 

N. FAMILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY 

Age left 
school 

Member: (a) 
. 

1. Natural father 

2. Natural mother 

3. Step-father 

4. Step-mother 

5. Adoptive father 

6. Adoptive mother 

7. Foster father 

8. Foster mother 

- 72 -

Schedule No. 

Last grade 
com.12leted 

. (b) (c) (d) 

Type of Wage per 
work wk mo IT 

dc61 

Date began 
this job 
(e) 

9. Children (list in order of birth beginning with the oldest, by groups, and in­
clude delinquent •in sequence) 

Ma Fe St Hf Ad Fo 
I 

i • 
·-

i i. 

i ii. 

i v • 

V . 
V i. 
-

V ii. 

V iii. 

i JC • 

X . 
X i. 

-
X ii. 

X iii. 

X iv. 

X v. 

(_) Check here and continue children on back of sheet if necessary. 

r 

~I 

II 

,) 

1! 
·--.J 
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DPW Schedule --- 5 dc61 

Schedule No. 

FAlflILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY (page 2) 

2.1 (_) Check here if record shows IQ for any family member and give detail below, 
identifying member by number from previous page: 

2.2 (_) Check here if record shows change of school for any family member except 
delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number from 
previous page: 

2.3 (_) Check here if record shows truancy, expulsion, other school difficulties, 
special classes, high achievement or other significant information about 
school history of any family member except delinquent, and give detail 
below, identifying member by number from previous page: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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DPW Schedule --- 6 dc61 

Schedule No. 

FAMILY SCHOOL AND WORK HISTORY (page 3) 

3.1 (_) Check here if record shows changes of job for any member of family except 
delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number from page 1 
this section. 

3.2 (_) Check here if record shows difficulties on the job for any family member 
except delinquent and give detail below, identifying member by number as 
above. 

3.3 (_) Check here if record shows unemployment for any family member except delin­
quent and give detail below, identifying member by number as above. 

3.4 (_) Check here if record shows that any of the delinquent's mother-figures 
worked at any time during their association with him and give detail 
below. , 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

/ 
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DPW Schedule --- 8 

VI. HOMES DELINQUENT HAS KNOWN 

1. Address 

2. Type of dwelling 

3. Number of rooms 

4. Number of occupants 

5. If owned, what value? 
If rented, what rental? 
If free, from whom? why? 

6. Facilities lacking 

7. Reason for leaving 

8. Other significant information 

1. Address 

2. Type of dwelling 

3. Number of rooms 

4. Number of occupants 

5. If owned, what value? 
If rented, what rental? 
If free, from whom? why? 

6. Facilities lacking 

7. Reason for leaving 

8. Other significant information 

- 76 -

Schedule No. 

Date in ___ _ 

Date in ___ _ 

(_) Check here if further sheet required. 

dc61 

Date out_, ___ _ 

Date out 

~ 
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DPW Schedule - -- 9 

Schedule No . 

VII. FAMILY CONTACTS WITH SOCIAL AGENCIES 

1 . .Agency Date : 

2. Member applying 

3. Presenting problem 

4. Service offered 

5. Outcome 

6. Other significant information 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

1. Agency Dat6 

2. Member applying 

3. Presenting problem 

4. Service offered 

5. Outcome 

6. Other significant information 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

(_) Check here if further sheet is required. 

dc61 

/ 
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DJW Schedule -·-·· 10 dc61 

Schedule No. 

VIII. PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENTS OF FAMILY 

1. Agency or service Date: 

2. (_) Psychiatry (_) Psychology (_) Casework (_) Medical (_) Other 
specify: 

3. Member referred 

4. Referred by 

5. Reason referred 

6, Digest of findings (note IQ) 

(_) Check here and continue on back sheet if necessary. 

1, Agency or service Date: 

2. (_) Psychiatry (_) Psychology (_) Casework (_) Medical (_) Other 
specify: 

3, Member referred 

4. Referred by 

5. Reason referred 

6. Digest of findings (note IQ) 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

(_) Check here if further sheet required. 

) 
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JPW Schudule --- 11 dc61 

Schedule No . 

IX . DELINQUENT'S PERSONAL HISTORY 

1 . (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on stresses or trauma 
for delinquent during birth or infancy . 

If record shows significant information on stresses or trauma for delin­
quent during birth or infancy, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s 
age at the time: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

2 . ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on stresses or trauma 
for delinquent during pre-school years. 

If record shows significant information on stresses or trauma for delinquent 
during pre-school years, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age 
at the time : 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

J . ( _ _ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data about stresses or trauma 
for delinquent from school entrance on, apart from educational or work 
data. 

If record shows significant information about stresses or trauma for delinquent 
other than educational or work, from school entrance on, give detail below, 
noting date or delinquent's age at the time : 

( _ _ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 



- 80 -
DPW Schedule --- 12 dc61 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S PERSONAL HISTORY (page 2) 

4. ( __ ) Check here · if r ecord gives no significant data about delinquent's 
social development. 

If record shows significant information about delinquent ' s relationships with 
parents, parent figures, siblings, peers, girls, teachers , clergy, police or 
other significant adults, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's 
age at the time: 

5. ( 

) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
social activities . 

If record shows significant information about delinquent's participation in 
or attitudes to organized activities sponsored by school, church , social 
agency or other body, or in informal activities and peer group activities, 
give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age at the time: 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

6. ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent 's 
-- interest in religious matters or participation in r eligious activities . 

If reccrd showc oigt~ficant information on dclinquen~ ' s religious interests or 
activities, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s age at the time: 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

l 
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~PW Schedule - -- 13 

Schedule No . 

JELINQUENT 1S PERSONAL HISTORY (page 3) 

7. (_ ) Check here if record gives no significant data indicating emotional 
disturbance on part of delinquent prior to delinquency . 

If record shows significant information indicating emotional disturbance 
prior t o delinquency, give detail below, noting date or delinquent's age 
at the time , and methods of dealing with the symptoms : 

(_ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

8. (_ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on behavior problems 
of delinquent prior to delinquency . 

If r ecord shows significant information regarding behavior problems prior 
to delinquency, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s age at the 
time, and methods of dealing with the problem behavior : 

(_ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

dc61 
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DPW Schedule --- 14 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S PERSONAL HISTORY (page 4) 

9. (_) Cheek here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
physical appearance or physique. 

If record shows significant information, detail below, noting date or 
delinquent's age at time it became significant to him, and attitudes of 
others: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

10. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data about delinquent's 
physical health. 

dc61 

If record shows significant data, such as childhood diseases, physical 
handicap, hereditary illness of child or family, operations, accidents or 
medical examinations, detail below, noting date or delinquent's age at the 
time, medical resources used, treatments prescribed and success of treat­
ments, as well as attitudes of delinquent and others to the health problem: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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DPW Schedule --- 15 dc61 

Schedule No. ___ _ 

X. DELINQUENT I S SCHOOL HISTORY 

1. Prior to Institutionalization: 

1. Age or date entered school ___ _ 

2. (_) Check here if still in achool when institutionalized. 

If not still in sch~ol give age or date and reason left school below: 

(_j Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

3. List schools attended below, in sequence, giving age or date began in each: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

4. Last grade completed ___ _ Age or date this grade completed ___ _ 

5. Academic standing in last grade completed ___ _ 

If standing above is not consistent with previous school record give 
detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

6. List any grades repeated, with age or date and reason for repeating, below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

7. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's 
school adjustment. 

If record shows significant information on delinquent's adjustment, 
attendance, deportment or participation in extra-curricular activities, give 
detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 



-84 -
DPW Schedule --- 16 

Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 2) 

8. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's 
attitude to school. 

dc61 

If record shows significant information on attitudes or changes of attitudes 
give detail below, noting age, date or grade at time of changes of attitude: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

9. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on family attitudes to 
school or to education. 

If record shows significant information on family attitudes or changes of 
family attitudes to school or education give detail below, noting date, 
delinquent's age or grade at time of changes: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

10. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on attitudes of school 
personnel to delinquent or his family. 

If record shows significant information on attitudes of school personnel to 
delinquent or his family, or on changes in attitudes, give detail below, 
noting date, delinquent's age or grade at time of changes: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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DPW Schedule --- 17 dc61/ 

Schedule No . 

DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 12_ 

2 . In Institution: 

1. G~:'ade to which delinquent was assigned on enteri ng NSSB ___ _ 

If grade above is not consistent with grade prior to institutionalization 
give reasons shown by r ecord below: 

( __ ) Check here anc. continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

2 . Last grade completed at NSSB ___ _ Age or date completed 

J . Academic standing in last grade completed 

a . If standing above is not consistent with record i n institution give 
detail below: 

(_ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

b. If standing above is not consistent with record prior to institution­
alization give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

4 . List below any grades repeated in institution with age or date and reason 
for repeating : 

(_ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

5. ( __ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data on delinquent ' s 
attitudes to school or school adjustment in institution , 

If record shows significant information on attitudes to school , school ad­
justment, attendance, deportment or participation in informal education 
activities, give detail below: 

( _ _ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

~ 
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DELINQUENT'S SCHOOL HISTORY (page 4) 

J. After Institutionalization: 

1. Grade ~o which delinquent was assigned on return t~ school ___ _ 

If grade above is not consistent with (a) grade prior to institutionalization 
or (b) with grade in inGtitution, give reasons shown by !'£\Cord Ml.owl 

(_) Cheek here and continue on back 0f she~t if neeeGsary. 

2. Last grade completed after return ____ Age or date completed ___ _ 

3. Academic standing in last grade e~rnpleted ___ _ 

If standing above is not consistent .with(~) rocor~ prior try in~titutional­
ization (b) record in innti~ution or (c) record foll~wing: return. give ·dqtail 
below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

4. List below any grades repeated after return with age or date and reason 
for repeating: 

( __ ) Check here anJ continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

5. ( __ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data on delinquent 's 
attitudes to school or s chool adjustment aft er retirrn. 

If record shows significant information on attitudes to school , school adjust­
ment, attendance, deportment or participation in extra-curricular activities , 
give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

( ) Check her e if recidivist and complete pages 3 and 4 of this section 
<l<>nRT'Rt,Alv for second and subsequent institutionalizations. 
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Schedule No . 

XII . DELINQUENT'S COURT APPEARANCES 

Mo & yr Court Offence Com12lainant Disposition 
I ( e) (a) l (b) 1Cc) : ( d) 

! ' 
I I 

I I 

1 . I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
j 

2. 
I 
I 

' i 
l 

3. 
-

4. 
l 
I 

5 . f I 
I 
I 

4 
I 

I 
' 

6. t 
! 

7. 
( ) Check here if further sheet is required. 

For (b) Court use: Juvenile, Magistrate or Other (specified). 

II 

II 

II 

(c) Offence 

(d) Complainant: 

use: Break-enter, Assault , Theft, Vandalism, Sex, Incorri­
gible, Vagrancy , Truancy, Curfew, Probation Violation 
or Other (specified) . 

use: Police, Attendance Officer, Parents, Citizen , Social 
Agency or Other (specified). 

(e) Disposition: use: Temporary suspensi on, Commit to Director , Continue 
aft er-care, Commit to NSSB or Other (specified) . 

( ) Check here if record s hows other significant information about any court 
-- appearance and give detail below, identifying by number of the court 

appearance used above : 

( ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

I 

\ 
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Schedule No. 

XIII. TREATMENT OTHER THAN NSSB 

Use separate sheet for each court appearance on previous sheet in which dispo­
sition was not 11 Commit to NSSB". 

This sheet refArs to Court Appearance No. ___ as shown on precAding sheet. 

(_) Check here if record gives no explanation of non-success of treatment plan. 

If record shows significant inf~rrnation about non-succe~s of treatment plan, such 
as indications that plan was not valid, that execution of plan was not satisfa~tory, 
that new negative factors arose or existing negative factors wore intensified, or 
that court•~ authority was unsuitably uocd, give ~etail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 
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Schedule No. 

XIV. INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY 

Use separate sheet for each court appearance listed in Section XII for which 
the disposition was "Commit to NSSB 11 • 

This sheet refers to Court Appearance No . as shown in Section XII. 

1. Month and year admitted NSSB ____ ; mo & yr discharged ___ _ 

2 . This was delinquent's 1st 2nd 3rd 4th th admission to NSSB . 
(circle or specify) 

J . ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's 
adjustment to institutional discipline and controls . 

If record shows significant informa.tion relating to discipline, such as 
special difficulties, changes of attitudes, give detail below, noting date 
or delinquent's age at the· time : 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

4. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on socializing activity 
by or for delinquent while institutionalized . 

If record shows significant information on socializing activity, such as con­
tacts in Shelburne or Halifax with school, church, r ecreation services or 
individuals in either community, give detail below, noting date or delinquent ' s 
age at the time: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary • 

) 
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Schedule No. 

INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY (page 2) 

5. ( ) Check here if record gives no significant data on social rehabilitation 
-- or delinquent. 

If record shows significant information such as psychiatric, psychological, 
casework or other assessment, planning or treatment, give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

NB: If record refers to a psychiatric, psychological or casework assessment, 
verify that this has been reported in Section VIII. 

6. ( ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data on discharge planning. 

If record shows significant information such as specific recommendations 
for discharge, deferments and their reasons, or circumstances of discharge 
plan, give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

7, ( ) Check here if record indicates that a different discharge plan might 
-- have been made had there been available (a) a . "halfway house" hostel, 

or (b) a treatment center for emotionally disturbed children, and 
give detail on back of sheet. 

I 
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Schedule No. 

INSTITUTIONAL HISTORY (page 3) 

8 . (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on pre-discharge activity 
by after-care officer or others . 

If ~cord sh~ws significant information such as c~ntacts with family, school, 
social agencies, clergy or other resources by after-care officer or others 
involv~d, give ~~tail b~low: 

(_) Check here and continuo on back of sheot if neoessary . 

9. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on activity at time of 
discharge by after-care officer , NSSB staff or others involved . 

If record shows significant information such as changes of plan or deferment 
of discharge by after-care officer, NSSB staff or others involved, give detail 
below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 
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Schedule No. 

XV. DELINQUENT'S POST-DISCHARGE H:ISTORY 

Complete separate section for each discharge from NSSB ; thus there should be as 
many Section XVs completed as there were Section XIVs . 

1 . (_) Check here if record indicates no further delinquency leading to a 
court appearance to the time the record was closed permanently. 

If record rcfP,rs to further court appearances, verify that these have been 
reported in Section XII, and give id~ntifying numbers ___ _ _ _ ___ _ 

2 . ( __ ) Check here if recnrd gives no significant data on stress~s Axperienced 
by delinquent fnll"'wing ~ischarge . 

If record ~h-,ws sig~ificant il\formation on !!tr~M os flxpei-i en(".l'I~ by d~linquPnt 
aft~r nischarge, either former or new, such as em.,ti~na.l, physical, economic, 
or social, give detail below: 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 

3 . ( __ ) Check here if r ecord gives no significant data on strengthening factors 
experienced by delinquent after discharge . 

If record shows s i gnificant information on strengthening factors other than 
after-care service after dis charge, such as changed attitudes of significant 
persons, finding new significant persons , new opportunities to use skills or 
abilities or support f rom community servic es , give detail below : 

( __ ) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary . 
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Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S PCST-DISCHARGE HISTORY (page g} 

dc61 

4. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on effectiveness of 
after-care service . 

If record shows significant information on effectiveness of after-care ser­
vice, either positively or negatively, give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

5. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on delinquent's emotional 
interaction with significant persons during after-care period. 

If record shows significant information on interaction with significant persons 
other than after-care officer during after-care period, give detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

'.J 
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Schedule No. 

DELINQUENT'S POST-DISCK~RGE HISTORY (~ge 3) 

6. (_) Check here if record gives no significant data on any change of treat-
ment plan during after-care period. 

If record shows significant information on changes in treatment plan during 
after-care period give detail below, indicating reason for change and nature 
of change~ 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

7. ( __ ) Check here if record gives no significant data on outcome of treatment 
plan. 

If record shows significant information on outcome of treatment plan, give 
detail below: 

(_) Check here and continue on back of sheet if necessary. 

II 
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Schedule No. 

XVI. SPECIFIC AREAS OF VALUE OF RECORD 

Check as appropriate if this record has particularly significant or complete ma­
terial with regard to': 

(_) Possible need for a residential treatment center for disturbed children. 

(_) Stresses of urban or rural living in relation to delinquency . 

(_) The role of the working mother. 

(_) Foster home use in after-care t reatment. 

(_) Mental deficiency. 

(_) The role of the school. 

(_) Success in after-care. 

(_) Academic performance. 

( ) Anomie. 

(_) Influence of family structure. 

(_) Socio- economic factors. 

(_) Institutional adjustment, positive or negative. 

(_) Possible need for a hostel type of institution as a half-way house on 
the road to independent adult living. 

(_) Influence of ordinal position. 
' 

(_) Absence of the father. 

(_) School adjustment in after-care and recidivism. 

(_) Emotionally conflicted delinquents. 

(_) Influence of family factors. 

(_) Other values seen in record (specify): 





TABLE l 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENI' BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND -DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
BOY'S AGE AND NATURAL PARENTS' MARITAL STATUS 

AT THE TIME OF BOY'S FIRST COMMITMENT TO 
THE NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

Age in years TarAL 

163 

Ma;&/ fily Des Sep Wid UnM liL!l: 
TarAL: 81 4 3 27 20 16 12 

7, under 8: 2 1 1 

8, under 9: 4 2 - - - - 2 

9, under 10: -6 5 - - 1 

10, under 11: 10 7 - - 1 - 1£/ 

11, under 12: 15 5 1 - 5£/ - 2 

12, under 1_3: 23 10 - 1 7 21V' 1 

13, under 14: 25 11 1 - 3 5 4 

14, under 15: 37 18 1 1 4 6 4 

15 and over: 41 22 - 1 6 7Q/ 2 

~/ Abbreviations are for: ~arried, Divorced, Deserted, 
Separated, Widowed, Unmarried and Not Recorded. 

-
2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

~/ In one case in each of these categories the boy was with 
the father, not the mother. 

JS/bt 
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T.Al3LE 2 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-Ciill.E SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
AGE AT FIRST COMMITMENT AND PARENTS I MARITAL 

STATUS AT TIME OF BOY'S BIRTH 

I 

Married Unwed Comm/ Not II 

Age in Years TOTAL Parents Mother Law!! Recorded I 

TOTAL: 163 125 17 9 12 

PER CENT: 100.0% 76.6% 10.4% 5.5% 7.5% 

--
7, under 81 2 2 

8, under 9: 1 1 

9, under 10: 4 3 - 1 

10, under 11: 7 4 1 1 1 I 

11, under 12: 14 11 3 - - ~ 
12, under 13: 25 18 1 1 5 

13, under 14: 21 16 2 2 1 

14, under 15: 30 23 4 2 1 
I 
I 

15 and over: 35 32 1 2 
I 

Not recorded: 24 15 5 - 4 ~I 
~/ "Common law" is used to describe any non-legal union, II 

and not in the strictly legal sense. I 

JM'I/bt 
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TABLE J 

DISTRIBUTION OF 125 DELINQUENI' BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, WHERE 
PARENTS WERE MARRIED AT BOY'S BIRTH, BY CHANGE IN PARENTS' 

STATUS AS OF BOY'S AGE WHEN FIRST COMMITTED TO NOVA 
SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

1' 

Age at First Both 
Ill . 

Commitment TOTAL Ma~/ Sep fily Des Wid ~ 

TOTAL: 125 78 25 2 2 16 2 

7, under 8: 2 1 1 

8, under 9: 1 1 

9, under 10: 3 3 

10, under 11: 4 4 

11, under 12: 11 7 3 1 

12, under 13: 18 11 6 l 

13, under 14: 16 10 3 3 

14, under 15: 23 14 2 6 1 

15 and over ,. 31 18 5 1 2 5 1 

Not recorded: 15 9 5 1 

!/ Abbreviations are for: Married, Separated, Divorced, De-
serted and Widowed. 

JM'I/bt 
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TABLE 4 

DISTRIBUTION OF 137 FAMILIES OF DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY 
ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
V.:ARITAL STATUS AT TIME OF BOY'S BIRTH AND OF 

FIRST COMMITMENT TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS, COMPARED TO 1951 CENSUS 

DATA 

Marital Delinquents' Families: 1951 Census: ~/ 
StatuL Time of Birth First Commitment Families with Children 

No. % No % No. % 

TOTAL: 137 100.0% 137 100.0% 103,317 100.0% 

Parents 
together 120 87.6% 85 62.0% 88,870 86.0% 

Parents 
separated 30 21.9% 6,726 6.5% 

Widowed 17 12.4% 6,853 6.6% 

Divorced 2 1.5% 331 0.3% 

Unwed 17 12.6% oQI 0.0% 537 0.5% 

Other ft.I 2.2% 

~/ Numbers given are for families with children only, as shown in 
Census of Canada, 1951 Volume III, Table 136. 

]/ There were no unwed mothers recorded at the time of first com­
mitment. Those unwed at time of boy's birth were either married 
or living in an extra-l egal union; one had married and separated 
and three are dealt with in footnote c/ below. 

£1 These families had disintegrated by time of first commitment: one 
boy was placed in a home from which he was later adopted, two 
were placed in foster homes and abandoned. 

JM'I/bt 
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TABLE 5 

DISTRIBUTION OF 66 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
BOY I S AGE AND NATURAL PARENTS I MARITAL STATUS 

AT TIME OF BOY'S FIRST COUMITMENT TO THE 

Age in years 

TarALt 

7, under 8: 

8, under 9: 

9, under 10: 

10, under 11: 

11, under 12: 

12, under 1.3: 

13, under 14: 

14, under 15: 

15 and over: 

-

NOVA SCarIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

TarAL 

66 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

10 

13 

16 

15 

Div:!/ _Qes 

4 3 

1 

- -
- -
- -
1 -
- 1 

1 -
1 1 

- 1 

Sep 

26 

-
1 

1 

4 

7 

3 

4 

6 

Wid 

18 

-

-
1 

5 

6 

6 

~/ Abbreviations are for Divorced, Deserted, Separated, 
Widowed and Unmarried. 

JS/bt 
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TABLE 6 

DISTRIBUTION OF 66 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFI'ER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
RECIDIVISM TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND 

CAUSE OF NATURAL FATHER'S ABSENCE 

Gause of 
~bsence TOI'AL Non-recidivist Recidivist 

TOTAL: 66 41 25 

Divorce: 4 2 2 

Desertion: 3 3 -
Separation: 26 17 9 

Deaths 18 12 6 

Not M:irried 
to Mother: 15 7 8 

JS/bt 
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TABLE 7 

DISTRIBUTION OF 66 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM.HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
ORDINAL POSITION AND CAUSE OF ABSENCE OF NA­

TURAL FATHER WHEN BOY WAS FIRST COM-
MITTED TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL 

FOR BOYS 

Ordinal 
Di~/ _J2osition TorAL Des Sep Wid UnM 

TOTAL: 66 4 3 26 18 15 

First: 27 2 1 9 6 9 

Second: 12 1 2 6 3 

Third: 7 1 - 4 2 

Fourth: 2 - - 1 - 1 

Fifth: 2 - - - 2 

Sixth: 

Seventh: 1 - - 1 

Eighth 
or more: 2 - - 1 1 

Not shown: 13 - - 4 4 5 

~/ Abbreviations are for: Divorced, Deserted, Separated, 
Widowed and Unwed Mother. 

JS/bt 
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TABLE 8 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
SIZE OF THE FAMILY 

Size of Family Number 

TOTAL: 163 

1 child: 11 

2 children: 19 

3 II . 15 . 
4 II : 21 

5 II • 12 . 
6 II : 9 

7 II . 11 . 
8 or more 

children: 31 

Not shown: 34 

SRM 
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TABLE 9 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
ORDINAL POSITION IN THE FAMILY 

Ordinal Position Number 

TOTAL: 163 

Oldest child: 39 

Second II . 24 . 
Third 11 : 13 

Fourth tr . 3 . 
Fifth 11 . 3 . 
Sixth II . 2 • 

Sevent h 
or 
later 11 . 4 . 
Not Shown: 47 

Only child: 11 

Youngest 11 . 17 . 

SR/bt 
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TABLE 10 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
ORDINAL POSITION AND THE ~UMBER OF CHILDREN 

IN THE FAMILY 

Children in the family: Not 
Ordinal position TOTAL l 2 3 4 5 6 7 s+ shown 

TOTAL: 163 1119 15 2112 9 11 31 34 

First child: 

Second child: 

Third child: 

Fourth child: 

Fifth child: 

Sixth child: 

Seventh or 
later child: 

Not shown: 

Only child: 

Oldest child: 

Youngest child: 

SR/bt 

50 

31 

16 

5 

5 

2 

7 

47 

11 

39 

17 

1112 5 10 2 2 2 4 2 

7 6 2 4 3 2 5 2 

3 7 2 2 1 1 

2 2 - 1 -
2 - - 3 

- 1 1 

1 6 

- - 1 - - 2 3 11 30 

11 

- 12 5 10 2 2 2 4 2 

- 7 3 2 2 - 1 2 
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TABLE 11 

DISTRIBUTION OF 116 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
ORDINAL POSITION AND MARITAL STATUS OF NATU-

RAL PARENTS AT TIME OF FIRST COMMITMENT 

Ordinal 
Mar~/ Div Position TOT.A.L ~ Sep Wid UnM ~ 

TOTAL: 116 54 4 3 22 16 10 7 

First: 50 18 2 1 9 8 9 3 

Second: 31 15 1 2 7 3 - 3 

Third: 18 · 11 1 - 3 2 - 1 

Fourth: 4 2 - - 1 - 1 

Fifth: 5 3 - - - 2 

Sixth: 1 1 

Seventh: 3 2 - - 1 

Eighth 
or more: 4 2 - - 1 1 

Youngest: 28 8 - 1 6 8 4 1 

--
~/ Abbreviations are for: Married, Divorced, Deserted, Sepa-

rated, Widowed, Unmarried and Not Recorded. 

JS/bt 
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TABLE 12 

DISTRIBUTION OF 118 FAMILIES OF 132 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX 
COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 
1961, BY SIZE OF FAMILY, COMPARED WITH 

1951 CENSUS DATA 

Children Del~uents' Families: Halifax County:~/ 
in Familz No.£ % No. ~ 

Tor.AL: 118 100.0 26,084 100.0 

1 child: 11 9.3 9,412 36.1 

2 children: 18 15.3 7,614 29.2 

3 children• 14 11.9 4,247 16.3 

4 children: 21 17.8 2,250 8.6 

5 childrens 11 9.3 1,126 4.3 

6 children: 8 6.8 622 2.4 

7 children: 9 7.6 345 1.3 

8 or more 
childrena 26 22.0 468 1.8 

~/ Derived from Census of Canada 12.21, Volume III, Table 131. 

El In all but one-child and four-child categories there were 
families in which there were more than one delinquent. 

SR/bt 
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TABLE lJ 

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN 118 FAMILIES OF 132 DELINQUENT 
BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON b.FTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE 

DEPiIB.TMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 
1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961,/COMPARED TO 

HALIFAX COUNTY FA.MIL IE~ 

Delinquents' 
Families Halifax County 

Number of 
families with 
children: 118 26,084 

Number of 
children: 600 62,409 

Average number 
of children 
per family: . 5 .1 2.4 

~/ Census of Canada, 1951, Volume III, Table 131. 

SR/bt 
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TA'BLE 14 

DISTRIBU'rION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENI' OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
MOI'HER'S EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

Mother's Work 
.History 

TOI'AL: 

No work history recordeds 

Work history indicated: 

Work history prior to 
boy's first offence: 

Work history at time of 
boy's first offence: 

Work history both prior to 
and at time of boy's 
first offence: 

Number 

163Y 

101 

62£1 

3gg/ 

42 

31 

Per cent 

10Q%BI 

62% 

38% 

23%4/ 

26% 

19% 

~/ This column refers to boys rather than to mothers: 
because of the way in which data was secured it was not 
possible to eliminate duplications where two, and in one 
case three, boys were children of the same mother. 

£1 All percentages are based on the total group of 163 boys. 

£/ This group includes twelve cases where there was indi­
cation in the record that the mother had worked but not 
of when this was in relation to the boy's first offence; 
these cases were not included in the second part of the 
table. 

g/ Categories in the second part of the table are not 
mutually exclusive, and cannot be added as to number or 
percentage. 
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TABLE 1.5 

DISTRIBUTION OF 55 WORKING MOTHERS OF 62 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM 
HALIFAX COUNTY, WHOSE SONS WERE ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 
1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY OCCUPATION, 

COMPtiR.ED TO 1951 CENSUS DATA 

Occupation 
GroU.12. 

TOT.AL: 

Service 

Manufacturing 
& Mechanical 

Commercial 
& Financial 

Clerical 

Laborers 

Professional 

Others 

Not Shown 

Working Mothers 
No . % 

55 10()£/ 

30 55 

4 7 

6 11 

2 4 

1 2 

1 2 

- -
11 20 

1951 Census Dat~/ 
No. % 

15,386 1oo]2/ 

3,708 24 

836 5 

1,803 12 

5,344 35 

80 7 

2,628 17 

987 6 

§/ Derived from Census of Canada, 1951, Volume IV, Table 10. 

]/ Percentages do not add to 100% because of rounding. 
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TABLE 16 

DISTRIBUTION OF 110 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENT, AS SHOWN IN RECORD 

Intelligence 110 Delinquents Normal Distrib/tion 
Quotient No. % By Percentag#; 

TOTAL: 110~/ 100.0 100.0 

Below 80: 36~/ 32.7 8.9 

80 to 90: 36 32.7 16.1 

91 to 110: 34 30.9 50.0 

111 to 119: 3 2.7 16.1 

120 and over: 1 0.9 8.9 

~/ Source: David Wechsler, The Measurement of Adult 
Intelligence, third edition, 1946, 

g/ The IQs of 53 of the original group of 163 boys were not 
recorded. 

Q/ 22 boys _had an IQ between 70 and 79; 12 boys had an IQ 
between 60 and 69, and two boys had IQs between 50 and 59. 
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TABLE 17 

DISTRIBUTION CURVES OF THE EXPECTED INTELLIGENCE QUOTIE:NTS OF THE 
TOTAL POPULATION AND THE RECORDED IQ IS OF 110 DELINQUENT 

BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE BETWEEN 

JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 

p 50. . • • . L__ . . . 
e 
r . • . . /• . . ' . • . • 
C • 
e 40. . . . , . . • \ . . • . 
n 
t • . • •I . . . • . . .. 
a ---- ·-g 30. • . -~ .... • • I • • 

' e • \ 

' . . , . 
\ 

0 . ' 
f 20. \ . . . . \ . '· . . • 

\ . 
' T . . . . . \ . 

/· 
\ 

0 . \ 

t 10. ' • . • • . , • ' . • 
a " . 

' 1 . . . . . . . . ,. • ,_ --------0 : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : .... : 
75 80 85 90 95 100 105 110 115 120 125 

Intelligence Quotient 

Expected IQs of total population: 

Recorded IQs of delinquents: - - - - - - - -
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TABLE 18 

CHART TO SHOW DISTRIBUTION OF 136 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX 
COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 
BY VARIATION FROM EXPECTED GRADE BEFORE FIRST 

COMMITMENT TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

0 1 One grade ahead: 

ooooooooo:ooooooooo:ooooooooo:000000000:00000000 48 

In proper grade: 

000000000:00000 15 One grade behind: 

000000000:000000000: 20 Two grades behind: 

ooooooooo:ooooooooo:000000000:000000000:ooooooooo:oo 52 

1 

48 

15 

20 

Three grades behind:_£ 

TOTAL BEHIND EXPECTED GRADE: 87 TOTAL: 136 

Each symbol represents one boy; colons are substituted to mark 
the tens. 
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TABLE 19 

CHART TO SHOW DISTRIBUTION OF 146 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX 
COUNTY, ON J.FTER-Ci..RE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 
BY VARIATION FROM EXPECTED GRADE DURING FIRST 

COMMITMENT TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

o l One grade ahead: 1 

ooooooooo:ooooooooo:ooooooooo:ooooooooo:000000000:000000000:ooooooooo 69 

000000000:0 11 

000000000:00000000 18 

In proper grade: 69 

One grade behind: 

Two grades behind: 

11 

18 

ooooooooo:ooooooooo:ooooooooo:000000000:0000000 47 

Three grades behind:~ 

TOTAL BEHIND EXPECTED GRADE: 76 TOTAL: 146 

Each symbol represents one boy; colons are substituted to mark 
the tens. 
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TABLE 20 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, 
AND OF THEIR 147 FAMILIES, BY RURAL OR 

URBAN ORIGIN AND NUMBER OF MOVES 

Number of 
~ 

TorAL: 
Fam's Boys 

Rural Origin 
Fara's Boys 

Urban Origin 
Fara's Boys 

TOTAL: 147 163 54 60 76 86 

No moves: 67 72 22aaa/ 25 45~/ 47 

One move: 28 32 llaa/ 13 1 rf-a/ 19 

Two moves: 9 10 tJ:.I 7 3 3' 

Three moves: 8 11 6 6 2~/ 5 

Four moves: 6 7 3 3 3§!:/ 4 

Five moves: J J 3 J 

Six or more 
~/ moves: 9 11 3 3 8 

Not 
recorded: 17 17 

~/ Each symbol indicates one family with two delinquents 
in the category. 

h/ In this category is included one family with three 
delinquents. 
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TABLE 21 

DISTRIBUTION OF 63 FAMILIES OF 74 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX 
COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 

Number 
of 
~ 

BY NUMBER OF MOVES MADE BY FAMILY AND DIRECTION 
OF FIRST MOVE 

DIRECTION OF FIRST MOVE OF FAMILY---
From rural to: From urban to: 

TOTAL: Rural Urban Sa.me ur • _ Other_ ur. 

TOTAL: 63 (74)~/12 (14) 20 (21) 17 (22) 6 (6) 

One: 28 (32) 5 ( 7) 6 ( 6) 7 ( 7) 4 (4) 

Two: 9 (10) . 2 ( 2) 4 ( 5) 2 ( 2) 1 (1) 

Three: 8 (11) 1 ( 1) 5 ( 5) 2 ( 5) 

Four: 6 ( 7) 2 ( 2) 1 ( 1) 1 ( 1) 1 (1) 

Five: 3 ( 3) 1 ( 1) 2 ( 2) 

Six or 
more: 9 (11) 1 ( 1) 2 ( 2) 5 ( 7) - -

~/ Numbers in brackets indicate number of delinquents in 
families shown; there were fourteen families with two 
delinquents and one family with three delinquent boys. 
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TAl3LE 22 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
NUMBER OF MOVES FAMILY MADE AND RECIDIVISM 

Number of 
~ 

TOI'AL: 

' None: 

One: 

Two: 

Three: 

Four: 

Five: 

Six or 
more: 

Not 
recorded: 

TOfAL Non~recidivists Recidivists 

163 (147)~/ 100 63 

72 ( 67) 48 24 

32 ( 28) 23 9 

10 ( 9) 5 5 

11 ( 8) 6 5 

7 ( 6) 5 2 

3 ( 3) 1 2 

11 ( 9) 4 7 

17 ( 17) 8 9 

~/ Figures in brackets give number of families in category. 
Fourteen families had two delinquents and one family had 
three. 
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TA:sLE ZJ 

DISTRIBUTION OF 163 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNTY, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
PLACEMENT AT DISCHARGE A.J.'ID NUMBER OF COMMIT-

Placement at 
Discharge 

TITTAL: 

Own Home: 

Foster Home: 

Other: 

Not Shown: 

MENT TO NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS 

TOTAL 

249 

98 

17 

6 

128 

Commitment: 
First Second 

163 

78 

8 

/42:,/ 

73 

58 

14 

5 

:CQ/ 

38 

Third 

19 

4 

2 

J.Q/ 

12 

Fourth 

9 

2 

2 

5 

~/ After first commitment one boy went to a relative's 
home, two went to the Nova Scotia Training School and 
one worked and lived by himself. 

~/ Aft&r second commitment one boy went to live with a 
relative. 

Q/ hfter third commitment one boy went t o a private school. 
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TA13LE 24 

DISTRIBUTION OF 38 FAMILIES OF 38 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX 
COUNTY, ON AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WELFARE BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961 
BY HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS, COMPARED TO 1951 CENSUS 

Delinquents' Families Halifax County 

Nun:ber of persons 
in household: 

36,303~/ TarAL: 282 
1 -- 2,089 
2-3 9 13,661 
4-5 21 12,380 
6-9 14? ?,139 
10& 105 1,034 

Occupancy: 
36,30~/ TarAL: 282 

Owner-occupied 58 22,030 
Tenant-occupied 224 14,2?5 

Type of dwelling: 
36 ,305Q/ TarAL: 282 

Single detached 14~/ 22, ?95 
Single attached 

13~/ 
3,095 

Apartments, etc. 10,260 

Average number of 
persons per room: 

o.831 TOTAL: 2.29 
Owner-occupied 1.98 o.? 
Tenant-occupied 2.59 0.9 

~/ From Census of Canada, 1951, Volume IV, Table 4, 

El Ibid, Table 6. 

s._/ Ibid, 

g/ Ibid, 

Table 9. 

Table 53. 

~/ Of the households in single-detached dwellings, 58 were 
owner-occupied and 88 were tenant-occupied; for apartments 
all were tenants. 
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TABLE 25 

DISTRIBUTION OF 78 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM HALIFAX COUNI'Y, ON 
AFTER-CARE SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENI' OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

BETWEEN JANUARY 1, 1955 AND DECEMBER 31, 1961, BY 
FATHER'S OCCUPATION, COMPARED WITH 1951 

CENSUS DATA FOR HALIFAX COUNI'Y 

Occupation 
Group 

TOTAL: 

Primary, except 
agriculture 

Manufacturing 
& Mechanical 

Construction 

Transportation 

Trade & Finance 

Personal Service 

Other Service 

Clerical 

Laborer 

Other 

Delinquents 
No. % 

78 100.0 

1 1.2 

5 6.4 

10 12.8 

3 3.9 

5 6.4 

3 3.8 

7 8.9 

4 5.1 

40 51.3 

- -

1951 Census data~/ 
No. % 

47,634 100.0 

1,684 3.5 

6,052 12.7 

4,617 9.7 

5,804 12.2 

2,374 5.0 

1,963 4.1 

8,151 17.1 

3,877 8.1 

4,701 9.9 

8,411 17.7 

~/ Derived from Census of Canada 1951, Volume IV, Table 10, 
showing occupations of males , 14 years and ·over, for 
Halifax County, 
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