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Abstract

This thesis studies the cocoa hold-up organized by Ghana’s peasant cocoa
farmers in 1937-38. Analytically contextualized in the development theories of
structuralism, concepts of comparative advantage and international division of
labour, the thesis makes the following points: first, that cocoa production
incorporated Ghana’s economy into the international market economy in a
dependent, mono-crop exporting peripheral position. Second, that the introduction
and spread of this export-crop introduced profound socio-economic changes into
Ghana’s agrarian economy.

The changes include a monetized economy, shifts in traditional concepts and
practices of land holding and use, a reorganized social structure. These changes
altogether produced a new segment of rich and empowered farmers and western-
educated elites, nouveaux riches. Together, these nouveaux riches led successful
peasant/grassroot challenges against colonial economic and political pelicies. These
socio-economic protests largely marked the early stages of modern trade unionism
and peasant political activism in Ghana.

Finally, the thesis establishes that the main factors that led to the 1937-38
hold-up have still not been addressed by Ghana’s modern-day governments. These
factors are collectively expressed in the absence of an integrated technology-based
cocoa industry and a rewarding cocoa producer prices. In part, this explains why
Ghana’s economy continues to be a mere appendage within the structure and control
system of the world economy.

Togbiga Dzivenu

Thesis, Master of Arts
International Development Studies
Saint Mary’s University

Halifax, Nova Scotia

September 21, 1995.
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Chapter One

L0 Peasantry and Political Power in Ghana:
A Case Study of Peasant Cocoa Farmers in Ghana

I.1  Background: The Notion of Peasantry

To understand the political power of the Ghanaian peasantry, this study
focuses on Asante peasant' cocoa farmers. Central to this study is the
transformation of peasant agricultural practice from its traditional status into its
various current forms in present-day Ghana®’. This study is an attempt to
investigate the development of political power among Asante® cocoa peasants. The
basis of the discussion is the sporadic use of socio-economic power by the Asante
cocoa peasant farmers to achieve political and economic objectives. Specifically, the
cocoa hold-up of 1937-38 in the then Gold Coast, spearheaded by Asante cocoa

farmers, is used as the demonstrative case.

The unconventional manifestations of peasant political power typified in the

! In this study, the word "peasant" does not imply its rigid traditional
connotations, "Peasants" and "farmers" could, therefore, be used interchangeably.

2 The old Ghana empire, Ancicnt Ghana, flourished along the Niger river
between 400 and 1240 AD. Although old and modern Ghana are far apart, both in
time and space, some of the present-day Ghanaians are believed to be descendants
of emigrants from old Ghana. However, this claim has mot been explicitly
substantiated.

From now on, the present-day Republic of Ghana will be referred to simply
as Ghana throughout the entire work.

3 In this study, the name "Asante" is preferred to the anglicized one,
"Ashanti",



Asante case engender a critical classification of peasants and the nature of their
political influence in Ghana. Peasants and agricultural workers are gencrally
categorised into two groups: the large scale commercial farmers and the small-scale
peasant farmer. This categorization is not based only on the scale of operation and
the mode of production; it also establishes their sources of power’. Implicit in such
categorization are two types of power: social and economic. While economic power
is derived from ownership of resources or means of production, social or peasant

power is association-based (Migdal, 1974:20).

Peasant power is a potent force, but it is rarely used. This infrequent use has
produced the erroneous impression of the passiveness and powerlessness of the
peasantry®. Through the years and to varying degrees, peasants have been made

to fit various typological constructs provided by myriads of definitions® of the

4 "Power" as used here refers to both social and economic power.

S Migdal argues that peasants’ seemingly political pussiveness arises from the fact
that peasants gemerally have little time for other after-work activitics (Migdal,
1974:21).

¢ For a general summary of various definitions of the peasantry, see Clifford
Geertz, "Studies in Peasant Life: Community and Society" in Biennial Review of
Anthropology, 1961 ed. Bernard J. Siegel (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1962)
pp. 5; George M. Forster, "Interpersonal Relations in Peasant Society," Human
Organization 19 (Winter 1960-1961), 1975; Robert Redficld, "The Social
Organization of Tradition," The Far Eastern Quarterly 15 (November 1955), pp. 13-
14; William H. and Charlotte Viall Wiser, Behind Mud Walls 1930-1960 (Beskeley:
University of California Press, 1964), pp. 154-155; Joel S. Migdal, Peasants, Politics,
and Revolution: Pressures toward Political and Social Change in the Third World
(Princeton: Princeton University Press,1974) Chapters 1 & 11,

2



peasantry (Migdal, 1974:21-24). Such definitions have typified pcasants as exploited
small-scale agricultural producers whe have been dominated economically,

politically, and culturally by a sectoral superordinate power.

Although certain characteristics are common to the peasantry’, peasant
practice varies from place to place and from one generation to another. Specific
situations in each society decide the structural parameters of peasant life, as in the
case of Asante peasant agricultural practices. In the Asante social group where the
means of production are collectively owned, the nature of production takes different
forms. As such, universal definitions® of peasants or peasantry does not adequately

account for the Asante situation,

I.2 Ghana as a colonial administrative unit

Present-day Ghana is a creation of colonial imperialism® (see fig. 1). Today, it

7 One common feature of the peasantry is the "centrality of land and agriculture
to peasant societies” (Migdal, 1974:24). See also William, H, and Charlotte Viall
Wiser, Behind Mud Walls 1930-1960 (1964) pp. 154-155; R. N. Heary, "Participation
and Initiative of the Local People,”" in Social Research and Problems of Rural
Development in South-East Asia, ed. Vu Quoc Thuc (UNESCO, 1963), pp. 199.

8 Sce footnote 6 above

? Some of the leading studies on Ghana’s colonial history include David Kimble,
A Political History of Ghana: the Rise of Gold Coast Nationalism 1850-1923 (L.endon:
Oxford University Press, 1963); Basil Davidson, A History of West Africa 1000-1800
(Burnt Mill;: Longman, 1981); Dennis Austin, Politics in Ghana 146-1960 (London:
Oxford University Press, 1964); A, McPhee, The Economic Evolution of British West
Africa (London: University of London Press, 1966); David E. Apter, Ghana in
Transition (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1963); A. Adu-Boahen, "Africa

3



includes all the different constituent parts that were once under British
administration. These were the original Gold Coast Colony'’, Asante Protectorate,
the Northern Territorics Protectorate and the mandated territory of Trans-Volta

German Togoland (see fig. 2).

However, all these constituent parts came under British rule at different
times. For example, the original Gold Coast Colony, constituted in 1874, included
the southern coastal areas'. The Northern Territories Protectorate and Asante
were both respectively incorporated into the Colony in 1896 and 1901. The

mandated territory of Trans-Volta German Togoland was incorporated into the Go'l

and the Colonial Challenge" and "Colonialism in Africa: its Impact and
Significance" (Unesco, 1985), Vol. VII, pp. 1; 782-809; John D. Hargreaves, Prelude
to the Partition of West Africa (London: Ma( millan, 1963); F. Agbodeka, Ghana in
the Twentieth Century (Accra: Ghana University Press, 1972); K. B. Dickson,
Historical Geography of Ghana (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1969); W.
E. F. Ward, A History of Ghana, 3rd ed.(London: Allen & Unwin, 1966). Sce also
R. B. Bening, "Administrative areas of the Gold Coast Colony, 1874-
1899,"Universitas,3:3(1974), pp. 59-78. This study also provides an excellent account
of the administrative history of the Colony before 1900.

19 The Gold Coast Colony was created in July 1847 by a charter of Quecn
Victoria. 'The boundaries of present-day Ghana were defined hv an Order in
Council of 1906 (Pugh and Perry, 1960:135).

1 Sir Garnet Wolseley’s despatch to the Gold Coast and his subsequent
campaign against the Asante marked a decisive moment in the history and politics
of the Gold Coast. The defeat of the Asante in the "Sargrenti" (a corruption of Sir
Garnet Wolseley) War of 1873-74 initiated the incorporation of the Asante Kingdom
into the Gold Coast Colony in 1901 (Ajayi et al. 1992:151; Hargreaves, 1963).
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Coast in 1922. Thus, the Gold Coast Colony and its affiliated territories™ formed
the culturally pluralistic independent state of Ghana. In other words, the British

administration predetermined the boundaries of modern Ghana (Lloyd, 1967).

Although relatively small®, Ghana is one of the leading African countries.
It was the first black African country south of the Sahara to achicve
independence'. Iis former descriptive name, the Gold Coast, was changed to
Ghana when it attained independence on 6 March 1957, in honour of the old Ghana

empire's,

12 1t is noteworthy that the affiliated territorial states were not fribes as often
implied by some writers. Lord Hailey, in his Native Administration in the British
Territories, Part I, p. 215, made the following comment concerning the portion
referred to as the ‘Colony’ in Ghana, that is, the present Western, Eastern and
Central regions:

"Whatever may be the propriety of using the terms ‘tribalised’ and
‘detribalised’ as applied to Africans elsewhere, they can have little sigunificance in
connection with the population of the Gold Coast Colony. As already explained, the
different Akan and Fanti states were political rather tham tribal units...." This
statement is certainly true of the Asante Confederacy and its constituent states, and
we suggest, true also of most of the other traditional states of Ghana. Cf. Ratiray,
Tribes of the Ashanti Hinterland, 1932, Preface, pp. xii-xiv, xix-xxi. See Ward, A
History of Ghana, 1966, Chaps. II and III for an interesting discussion of the
migration into present-day Ghana of the peoples presently occupying it. By s. II of
the Chieftaincy Act, 1961 (Act 81), these states are now to be known as "traditional
areas" and "shall no longer be known as States". See Bentsi-Enchill, K. Ghana Land
Law. (1964:13); and Wilson, (1977:18-19).

13 At independence, the population of Ghana was 6.5 million. According to the
1991 census figures, the population now stands at around 15 million. A UN estimate
puts the figure at 15,509,000.

4 Liberia is the oldest independent republic on the African continenmt: see
Austen, 1987:21S5.

15 See footnote 2 above.



I3  Ethnic and linguistic groupings

Ghana’s population consists of several ethnic' groups”. Owing to
differences in culture, language, population density, depth of lineages and degree of
specialization in social organization, there is no homogeneity among them. However,
some of these ethnic groups were once conquered and assimilated into the stronger
and better organized ones. In such cases, there are similarities in the language and
culture of these groups. This is best evidenced within the Akan-speaking group
(Lewis, 1965:19; Lloyd, 1967:27). Akan is the largest linguistic group in Ghana"

(see fig. 3). The principal Akan states include Asante, Akwamu, Akuapem, Brong

16 For studies on the different groups in Ghana, see R. S. Rattray, Tribes of
Ashanti Hinterland (Oxford: 1969), Ashanti, Oxford: 1969); K. A. Busia, The
Position of the Chief (London: 1968); M. Manonkian, The Akan and Ga-Adangme
Peoples of the Gold Coast (London: Oxford University Press, 1950); T. J. Lewis,
Asante Before the British: The Prempean Years, 1875-1900 (Lawrence: The Regents
Press of Kansas, 1978); M. J. Field, The Social Organization of the Ga People
(London: The Crown Agents, 1940); L. E. Wilson, "Krobo People of Ghana to
1892", A Political and Social History (Athens: Ohio University of International
Studies, 1992); Ansa K. Asamoa, The Ewe of South-FEastern Ghana and Togo on the
Eve of Colonialism (Tema: Ghana Publishing Co., 1986).

17 The term "group" is used here in a generic aggregative sense to represent
individuals "in more or less interdependent status and role relations" having
“indigenous set of values or norms which regulates the behaviour of members at
least in matters of concern" to the group. See R. T. Golembiewski, "The
Development of the Genus ‘Group’ " in Smith, Peter B. ed. Group Processes:
Selected Readings (Middlesex: Penguin Books Ltd., 1970), pp. 15-17.

As already noted, the social groups were not mere linguistic groupings, but
independent political states: see Bentsi-Enchill, 1964:18; and also footnote 12 above,

18 Out of the several cultural and linguistic groups, six of them are identified and
studied as major language groups. The main language groups are Akan, Ewe, Ga-
Adangbe, Dagbani, Hausa and Nzima. Since stronger cultures usually dominate
minor ones, one may say Akan is gradually absorbing its smaller "neighbours”.
Akan is now widely spoken in Ghana.



and Fante. Within these larger units, there are other subgroups like Nzima, Sefwi
and Wassaw. There is a significant degree of cultural and linguistic integration
within the Akan-speaking group.

As these subject states became integrated, they adopted the culture and
linguistic practices of the conquering ethnic group. Among other things, they also
paid tributes” to the stronger ethnic group as manifestations of their allegiance.
A classic example is the case of the Akan states. However, in cases where the
assimilation process did not succeed, it generated traditional animosities. In spite
of cultural and linguistic differentiation, the various ethnic groups may not be

described as class oriented or class conscious® (Lewis, 1965:19).

A number of ethnic groups with differences in cultural and political practices
live in different ecological zones. Such differences in the social organization mean
that the groups also experience life under different social and political power

structures. Some of the social groups are centralized along matrilineal and

" Tributes are a form of taxation. Tributes may be paid in "cash" or in kind,
or both. For example, tributary states may be asked to pay in so many ounces of
gold or some specified quantity of ivory; or simply to supply resources for war
against other states. See Webster and Boahen with Idowu, 1970; Douglas and
Kaberry, 1969:93.

2 Post-colonial emergent African countries, including Ghana, are now more
stratified and differentiated than that of the pre-colonial social groups. For further
details, see Bjorn Beckman, Organising the Farmers: Cocoa Politics and National
Development in Ghana (Sweden: Uppsala Offset Centre AB, 1976).
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patrilineal lines of descent, while others are ‘acephalus’ or uncentralized.
Furthermore, these differences condition the types of economic activities carried out
in the different ecological zones. The thesis will show how the nature of social

organization in Asante impacts on its socio-economic activities.

Among the various groups discussed above, the Asante social group, as
peasant cocoa farmers, is the main focus of the thesis. This discussion more or less
contextualizes their place in Ghana. The nature and impact of settlement patterns

on the occupation of the various groups is examined next.

1.4.0 Geographical context

There is the need to provide a general geographical background to emphasize
the ecological differences in traditional settlement patterns and their impacts on crop
production. This will explain why certain geographical areas are more favourable
to the production of certain crops, especially, why cocoa grows in the forest zone,
This will establish the difference between the coastal food crop peasants and the

forest zone peasant cocoa farmers.

1.4.1 Settlement patterns
Topographically, Ghana may be conveniently divided into three major
ecological regions: the coastal zone, the forest zone, and the northern savanna zone

(see fig. 4). Each of these ecological zones is inhabited or shared by distinct ethnic



groups. However, due to population growth, movement and expansion, it is now

often difficult to mark clear-cut boundaries.

Nowadays, it is rare to find a particular linguistic group entirely restricted
to a specific ecological area. Different needs”’ have altered peoples’ affiliations
with their ecological "homes". Settlement is no longer coterminous with linguistic
boundaries. Surviving the changing economic conditions has become a major
determining factor in the settlement patterns of Ghana’s population. Nonetheless,

the traditional homes or lineage links are never forgotten nor completely broken off.

The occupations of the population in a specific region are largely determined
by the settlement patterns. Agriculture is the mainstay of the economy. The forest
zone is the country’s leading agricultural zone. More than 60% of the total
population depends on farming as its basic means of livelihood (CIDA Country
Report on Ghana, May 1990). Types of agriculture include crop farming, cattle
farming, and fish farming. Both farming and fishing take place along the coast and
riverine arcas. However, in the north where the environment is more favourable,

food production and cattle rearing are practised on a large scale,

Alternate forms of cultivation suitable to specific ecological conditions also

2 Sometimes, dry farmland and other economic disasters force people to
emigrate to more fertile and productive areas.
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exist. For example, in the forest zone where the soil is prone to rapid crosion,
arboreal cultivation is adopted to protect the soil against heat and heavy rains. The
existence of such conditions make the forest zone ideal for cocoa, rubber and oil

palm cultivation (DeGregori, 1969:47).

1.4.2 The coastal zone

The coastal zone embraces the seaboard running from the Ghana-Togo
border in the southeast to the border between Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire in the
southwest (see fig. 4). Annual rainfall in the southeastern region is low, helow 30
inches per annum. However, rainfall increases westwards averaging over 70 inches
per annum in the southwestern corner. Rainfall in this area is well distributed

throughout the year as in the forest zone.

Soil-type in the coastal zone is varied, due to the uneven pattern of rainfall
distribution. There are ochrosols, tropical gray earth, acid vleisols and sodium
vleisols. Ochrosols, a relatively well drained soil, is found in the southwestern
region, while the tropical black earth or Akuse clay is located in the southeastern
zone. Most of these soils are relatively unsuitable for agriculturc except for the
tropical black earth (Akuse clay) and the ochrosols. These provide the best soils for

agriculture in the coastal zone (Lloyd, 1967:24).

Crops requiring little rain to grow thrive well in this area. These include the

10



ubiquitous cassava, beans, varieties of millet, pepper, rice, guinea corn or maize,
onion and vegetables. Uther products from the savanna are oil palm products,
copra, and cotton (Lloyd, 1967:24; Pugh and Perry, 1960; CIDA Country Report
on Ghana, May 1990). Inhabitants of the region are also conventional fishermen.
Fishing is mostly done by men, but women play a major complementary role of

marketing the catch.

Owing to abundant rainfall in the southwestern corner, the vegetation is
evergreen with tropical evergreen forest. The arca features forest giants like the silk
cotton tree, the wawa tree or African whitewood and the African mahogany. Crops
grown in this region include cocoa, yam, cocoyam, plantain, banana, coconut and

forest products like timber (Lloyd, 1967:24).

1.4.3 The forest zone

The forest zone occupies about a third of the country. Rainfall is well
distributed in the zone creating a short dry season and a rich agricultural land. It
covers the southwestern coastal region and extends northwards to include Asante
and Brong Ahafo regions. The predominant vegetation is evergreen with tropical
semidecidous forest cover. As in the tropical evergreen forest, tall trees form a
canopy at the top maintaining high relative humidity. The high relative humidity
is ideal for growing cocoa, which is, naturally, almost exclusively grown in this area

of the country. The zone is not only rich in agricultural lands, but also in forest
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products and mineral wealth. It is the zone with the richest natural endowments in

the country.

The soil here is largely formed of ancient pre-Cambrian rock. It contains
little humus and is extremely vulnerable to leaching if exposed to the sun and heavy
downpours. As a result, it cannot be subjected to the "intensive cultivation required
for most food crops" (CIDA, Country Report on Ghana, May 1990). The area is,
therefore, suitable for the cultivation of tree crops. Thus, cocoa, an arboricultural

crop, finds a proper home here® (see fig. 6).

Cocoa farming is the chief occupation of the inhabitants of the region
although other minur cash crops are grown for export. With its higher rainfall
distribution pattern and shorter dry season, "two harvests of maize cach year are
possible". Crops are also interplanted on the farm to increase the return per unit
of land and labour (Lloyd, 1967:23). As such, most of the country’s food
requirements are produced in the forest zone. Other crops grown in the area are

yam, plantain, cocoyam, and maize.

The dominant ethnic group occupying this zone is the Akan cultural and

linguistic group (see fig. 5). In sub-units, this includes Akuapem, Akyem, Asante,

Z The Asante region is the heart of the cocoa belt in Ghana (Wallerstein,
1964:13). Cocoa, a tree crop, lasts for over forty years.
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Brong, Kwahu, Sefwi, Wassaw and Nzima. The Ewe occupy the forest area close
to the eastern fringe of the zone. Akan-speaking peasant farmers, who are also

cocoa farmers, are the most politically active group in the country.

1.4.4 The northern savanna zone

As the name implies, the northern savanna is found in the northern zone (see
fig. 2). Annual rainfall is low and falls within one season, follo+ved by a long period
of intense drought. The vegetation cover, which is mainly tall guinea grass with
scattering low trees, reflects the harsh environment engendered by the low rainfall.
Away from the fringe of the forest zone, the savanna gives way to open grassland.

Trees found in this area include shea butter and various types of acacia.

The area is conducive to cattle rearing and the cultivation of yam and cereals.
Although the short rainy season in the zone limits intensive agricultural possibilities,
subsistence farming exists. However, this type of farming is gradually giving way
to commercial farming. Also, due to deliberate colonial policy, modern development
projects were not sited in the north. The policy effectively created conditions for the
movement of labour from the north to the south where various government ventures
like mining existed® (see fig. 4). However, most of the migrants went to the

agricultural sector.

B For a fuller discussion, see Polly Hill, The Migrant Cocoa-Farmers of Southern
Ghana: A Study in rural capitalism. London: Cambridge University Press, 1963.
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Economic differences also exist among the different ecological zones. Such
differences largely follow the pattern of rainfall distribution and the topography.
In the heavy rainfall forest zone, crops like cocoa, coffee, and hanana® grow.
However, in the northern and southeastern savanna zones, with poorer rain, crops
thrive with difficulty. Crops such as cassava, maize, rice, millet and sorghum grow
in these areas. These are mainly food crops of limited commercial or export

potential, although they are exchanged locally.

On the other hand, there are similaritics among the groups. These include
kinship and lincage descent, social organization, cultural and religious belief systems
and relations with political structures: for example, services rendered to political

leaders by way of farm labour and tributes (An-Na’im, 1991:90; Lloyd, 1967:26).

Thus, the ethnic composition of the country and the settlement pattern
provide perspectives of the social and economic activities in which the people are
engaged. The close juxtaposition of the ecologically different zones has emphasized
division of labour, specialization, interdependency and trade exchange relations both
between and within the groups. For example, certain crops are soil- and
environment-specific. As a result, the types of crops produced in one ecological zone

are often different from those produced in other zones in the country (see fig. 6a).

% The forest region produces Ghana’s major and minor cash crops: cocoa,
coffee, plantain, banana, and other forest products like timber. It also supplies the
bulk of the country’s food requirements.
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That way, cocoa is restricted to the forest zone ( see fig. 5).

Production of such restricted crops allows for monopoly and a high level of
specialization as is the case of cocoa: it grows exclusively in the forest zome.
Similarly, millct, yam, and cattle rearing are restricted to the savanna areas in the
north and southeastern regions. Littoral dwellers concentrate on both fishing and
agriculture. Thus, the differences in environmental conditions have instituted the
basis for production and exchange relations, specialization in crop production and

the notion of interdependency.”

In Ghana’s situation, interdependency in this context means development of
exchange relations among the different ethnic groups. In other words, every ethnic
group depends on the other for the satisfaction of some of its basic needs. The
forest zone for instance, depends on the coastal zone for fish and salt. Similarly, the
coastal zone depends on the forest zone for more food products to supplement its
local food supply (Wilson, 1977:18).

1.5.0 The Thesis Statement
The thesis contends that the development of political power among Asante
peasant cocoa farmers was attendant to economic power occasioned by cocoa

production. The thesis argues also that the political ambience created by European

3 See Wilson, 1977:18 & Chapter 2.
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rule induced the development of peasant political power among Asante.
Furthermore, the thesis asserts that colonial rule established the basis for the socio-

economic and political transformation of Asante and Ghana.

Besides, the production of cocoa for the international market articulated
Ghana’s traditional economy to the world economy. In other words, Ghana's
dependence on cocoa as its single export-crop arose mainly from economic policies
based on the concept of international division .f labour. But Ghana’s agrarian
institutional structures and that of the world market economy are different. Such
differences in institutional structures produced unequal exchange relations between

the producers at the periphery and buyers from the rich centre.

The study covers the period from the introduction of cocoa in 1879 to the
cocoa hold-up in 1937-38. However, only a synopsis of events related to cocoa
production and the transition from pre-capitalist to capitalist market economy is

provided.

The thesis examines the factors that create and sustain power relations and
group solidarity within descent groups. As the social organization of each socicty
dictates the pattern of power relations within the social group, general
characteristics of traditional societies is examined. However, a conspectus of the
various concepts of society is not provided.
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As regards the transition to a cash economy, the main focus of this work is
on cocoa farmers within the Akan cultural and linguistic group. Cocoa farmers
were one of the first groups of farmers to show political consciousness and action in
Ghana through cocoa hold-ups. Lessons learnt from these hold-ups were of great
value to political leaders during the struggle for independence. Thus, cocoa
production brought about far reaching social changes, transformed the re~asantry

and made the peasant cocoa farmers agents of history in Ghana.

L.5.1 Delimitations

The thesis does not assess the advantages and disadvantages of colonial rule.
The problem of domestic food production and distribution and the economic
performance of the peasants are also beyond the scope of the work. Similarly, the
study does not evaluate the effects of technology transfer on the peasants and on the
rural community. In any case, there has hardly been any such technology transfer

relevant to cocoa production.

As well, the study does not differentiate between gender roles in the peasant
effort in cocoa production. This is simply because Ghanaian peasants in general,
and those involved in cocoa production, consist of both sexes. What is significant
in this study is peasant organization to pursue various objectives germane to their
welfare as peasants. As such, the study does not consider specific gender

contributions to the production process, especially in relation to the case under
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study. Thus, any reference to peasants in this study is inclusive. Whatever is said
refers to both male and female farmers, however unique each gender’s contribution

to the issues involved might be.

L.5.2 Theoretical framework

Chapter Two describes the analytical framework within which the study of
the transformation of Asante cocoa farmers is analyzed. Their production relations
and political empowerment is examined in the light of structuralist core-periphery
arguments. These arguments provide a background to Ghana’s dependency on a
single export-crop, cocoa, and its incorporation into the world economy through
same. The theoretical framework also provides a basis for explaining why cocoa

production was developed to the exclusion of other crops.

L.6.0 Approach and scope

The thesis investigates the development of political awareness and political
power among traditional Asante peasant cocoa farmers in Ghana. In doing so, the
thesis surveys the naturc and basis of traditional political power in Asante, how it
is acquired and used, and its pattern of distribution. Specifically, the thesis explores
the changes in sources of political authority and power relations and their effects
within the centralized Asante social group. The understanding offered by these
power relations provides grounds for analyzing the factors that influenced or
hindered the politicization of the peasants.
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Why was it easy to organize peasants who had, until 1938-39, only peripheral
political interest? What triggered the political interest of these peasant farmers?
The thesis looks for the defining moments and the factors responsible for their
transition from a powerless group to an organized political force. The base-point
for the discussion is the shift from subsistence® production to production for the

international market.

L1.6.1 Research methodology

The approach to the study is historical. It draws on both primary and
secondary data. Such data provides the basis for the analysis of such issues as socio-
economic and political developments in modern Ghana. These sources include
books, journal articles and theses. It would have been of great value for the author
to collect oral sources in Ghana for this thesis. However, this was not an option due

to financial constraints.

Using published materials is advantageous in that the material is stable and
readily available. The materials also discuss the subject as it developed up to

specific periods in time. Published materials also expose their own strengths and

% The era of traditional African domestic economy must be distinguished from
the legacy of colonial and post-colonial market economies. "Africun domestic
economy" refers to subsistence or houschold mode of production. In this context,
crops were not produced for a particular market, but colonial and post-colonial
economies are open to specialized crop production for specific markets (Austen,
1987).
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weaknesses. As Ebbinghaus (1964) observes, nothing is static, things are subject to
"endless and incessant change". Therefore, published information can be repeatedly
analyzed and reviewed any number of times in the light of new ideas and findings.

Regarding investigative time, using published data is cheap and costs little or no

money.

1.6.2 Limitations of the methodology

Although expert opinion can be a source of objective information, it can also
be biased and fraught with errors. Such biases may result from the researcher’s or
author’s beliefs, emotions, cultural background and prejudged positions on the issues
investigated. Biases can creatc problems of variability and inconsistency.
Interference by human error also affects the accuracy and objectivity of the
research. One way I overcame these limitations is through cross-checking and
referencing to other sources, wherever possible, to make my findings valid and

conclusions generalizeable.

1.6.3 Sigificance of the study

The study establishes the factors that empower peasants to become
participatory citizens. Such factors should inform policy makers in identifying issues
and in planning development projects to redirect peasant energies into building local

capacities.
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1.10 Chapter Summaries

The discussion is constructed in the form of four chapters. Chapter one
provides a general geographical and ethnographical background to modern Ghana.
It then outlines the research methodology and the theoretical framework for
discussing the process of empowerment and politicization of the peasantry in the

context of cocoa production.

Chapter two discusses the development theories and paradigms that provide
the limits within which to analyze the economic transitions under discussion. These
include structuralist theory, the concepts of international division of labour and
comparative advantage. The chapter also examines the relational concepts of land-
use and tenure among the Asante. These concepts and practices greatly facilitated
the rapid adoption of cocoz production among them. Another factor that
contributed to the spread of cocoa production is the nature of matrilineal descent
among the Asante and other ethnic groups in the cocoa belt. The dynamics of this
mode of social organization eased the transition of these gry ips from units organized
for subsistence production to units organized for export production. These issues

are also examined in this chapter.

Chapter three looks at the colonial era and the introduction of cocoa
production in Ghana. The chapter explores how cocoa cultivation undermined

traditional political power bases and transformed traditional interests in land-use.
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Largely, the British expedition of 1873-74 propitiously set the stage for the change
under discussion and cocoa was just a catalyst that sped up the transitional process.
Other factors that facilitated and enhanced the development of political power
among Asante peasants are identified. Finally, the chapter assesses the events that
led to the 1937-38 cocoa hold-up and the subsequent empowerment of the peasant

cocoa farmers.

Chapter four analyses the catalytic social, economic, and political effects of
cocoa production on the country. In particular, it discusses the empowerment of the
Asante peasants as an economic group with tremendous peolitical clout and
awareness. The chapter also amalyses the factors that inhibitcd the total
transformation of the traditional economic organization of Asante into a modern
capitalism. The chapter concludes with an overview of the thesis main points and

general observations on those points.

* & & 3 =
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Chapter Two

1.0 Theoretical Framework

II.1 Introduction

The study of the transition of the peasantry from pre-capitalist to capitalist
form of production and the impact of this transition on the empowerment of the
peasants needs to be multi-dimensional. Issues involved include socio-economic and
political phenomena, land-ownership and land-use in customary law, relations of
peasant production and exchange. For convenience, such issues are divided into
three categories. They are then discussed in relation to the nature of the social and
economic organization as reflected in the relations of production, distribution and
exchange. Although exchange relations in Ghana are similar to those in other ex-
colonies, its pattern of socio-political organization, relations of production and
distribution is, to some extent, unique in that they are historically and culturally
specific.

For one thing, Ghana had never experienced the feudal mode of peasant-
production so widespread in Latin America, Asia, Europe and other parts of
Africa”. The dominant pre-colonial mode of production in Ghana was

27 Production relations in Kenya, Zimbabwe and South Africa parallel the Latin
American dependistas and the Indian experience: see R. D. Wolff, The Economics
of Colonialism (New Haven: 1974), for Kenyan and East African exprriences of
scttler production relations as opposed to peasant casheropping in Ghana,



characterized by relations of tribute payment. Moreover, European colonization
took on distinct modalities in the various colonies. As a result, the transformation
process and its impact in the different ex-colonies cannot be universally applied. In
this context, the transformation of the peasantry in Ghﬁna also assumes a somewhat
distinctive form. The nature and impact of this transformation process in Ghana is

the analytical focus of this study.

To understand and explain the transformation process, the study is placed
within a specific framework of ideas advanced in the field of development. A
number of such schools of development thought are relied upon. In this context, a
somewhat eclectic approach is adopted, combining ideas from various schools of

thought. This chapter discusses these theoretical views.

IL2 Core-Periphery Economies

It is notewortby that the colonialists integrated Africa, Asia and Latin
America into a Modern World System through the market economy by the late
nineteenth century. These integrated ex-colomies represent the contemporary
agrarian economies, which also form the largest segment of the Modern World
System. While industrialized Europe formed the core or centre, the integrated

agrarian economies constituted the periphery”®, Although some analysts describe

2 The term "periphery" was first used in the early days of ECLA and later
assigned to these agrarian ecomomies by Wallerstein and others because they lay
outside the industrial centre (Hopkins and Wallerstein, World Systems Analysis:

4



these peripheral economies as a "single model", there is a vast range of variations
among them. Their histories, socio-economic and political structures differ greatly
as did the impact of their transformation and articulation to the global economy

(Gilpin, 1987:84; Roxborough, 1979:viii-x; Wilson, 1977:65).

The development of the core was the result of the industrial revolution?,
Through that process, the centre achieved internal efficiency and well-developed
technological, economic, and institutional structures. The centre then required
commodity imports and external markets to support its growing population,
industries and the sale of its manufactured goods. As argued by the proponents of
the dual economy®, the integration of the non-industrialized economy into the

industrialized one resulted in the creation of two economic structures. As implied

Theory and Methodology (Beverley Hills: Sage Publications, 1982), pp. 45. Similarly,
some analysts describe these peripheral economies "in terms of a single model"
because they exhibit similar peripheral features such as underdevelopment, single
crop exports, etc. (Gilpin, 1987:84; Roxborough (1979:vii-xii).

® The core-periphery notion is central to the Marxist approach. The Marxist
argument is that the industrial revolution in Europe, especially in Britain, is the
result of the conversion of
onc part of the globe into a chiefly agricultural field of production, for
supplying the other part which remains a chiefly industrial field. This
revolution hangs together with radical changes in agriculture... (Marx,
Capital, 1:451 quoted in Wolff, 1974:1)

See Karl Marx, Capital, (Moscow: Foreign Language Publishing House, 1959), for
details; also R. D. Wolff, The Economics of Colonialism (New Haven: 1974), pp. 1-
29.
¥ See Hunt, (1989) and Gilpin, (1988).
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