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Juvenile delino.uency is a problem of social 

disorganization of long standing.. Over the years ther 

have been many and varied approaohes to its solution. 

Among the earliest writings on delinquent behavior in 

children is that 1n Deuteronomy, Chapter 21, verses 

l&-21~ Holy Scripture prescribes to parents th 

treatment to be given to stubborn and rebel lious 

son.... .. Then shall his father and his mother lay hold 

on him and bring him out unto the elders of his city, 

and unto the gate of his place•- •- and all the men of 
l 

his eity shall stone him with stones t hat he die . " 

In Athens and Thebes and other Greek city states, 

crimes of children such as theft, killing and rape are 

recorded, 

I>.own through the years the child who comm! tted 

a crime was given no consideration because of his agv, 

until the establishment of the Juvenile court in th 

state of I llinois in 1899. In Eilgland, prior to this 

time ehildre: re even sentenced to capital punishment 

for otfenses t hat now merely would merit probationary 

l 

robatio 
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~are for the offender. ThG philosophy behind thi..i, 

system of justice was that the individual was punished 

not an the basis cd his criminal tendencies but according 
l 

to the qua.lity ot the cs-ime he had comitted. 

Toda.)" there is an awakene<l interest in th~ 

problem of juvenile delinquency both abroad and 1n our 

local conununit11 Sir Cyril Burt 1n England, and Sheldon 

and Elean<>r Glueck, and Elliott Studt of the United 

States have done monumental work. In the Halifax 

community, the Welfare Goune11 ot tho 01 ty ef Bal 1tax 

is conducting a stll'Vey to estimate the extent of th ._ 

problem in the loeal area. If tbi s interest in 

Halifax indicates that the co1mnuxd,ty is ready to act 

upon the problem; assuranee must be had that the aetion 

:ts guided so that the most constructive a.nd. eftect1v 

means a;e used, appropriate to the particular natur 

of the problem in this area~ This asSUl'ance is aehi 

from x-esea.rch. 

Juvenile delinnueney has many different niearu.ngs 

to iltfei--ent people. From the point of vieli of th 

eou.rts1 a child who is oonv1cted of committing 

delinquent act 1s ipso facto a juvenile delinquent 

sychia.try and allied fields looks to the motivation 

(N 
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\,(;)hind the aot committaif for example, the aet, may 

be an ression of a.motional o~ mental disorder. Some 

juvenile delinquency a.a a continuous pattern ot 

unla'WfUl acts,, wbile to others the seriousness ot th 

act or acts determines whethel' or not a child i 

delinquent .. However, :for the purposes ot this thesi;;;>, 

a juvenile delinquent means any child who whil 

apparently or actually under the age ot sixteert year..,, 

has violated any provision of the Cr1ttlinal Code or ot 

any Dominion or Pl"ovinctal Statute, or of aey bylaw or 

ordinance of any municipality, or who is guilty ot sex­

ual itlmorality or any similar torm or vice, or who 1 

liable by reason or any other act to be committed to an 

industrial school or juvenile reformatory unde.r th 
1 

provisions of any Dotninion or Provincial statute-

Turning to the problem of juvenile delinquency 

in the Halifax area, since the dommunity appears ready 

to aet upon the problem, as is evidenced from the efforts 

ot the Halifax Welfare Council, the Second tear Students 

ct the Ma:ritime School ot Social Work hav8 consequently 

undertaken a research project related to the Juvenile 

delinquents known to the Halifax Regional Office of the, 

Department of Public Welfare as of March 31, 1960, 

l 
C@ada Statutes, .. (1929), o. 1+6, s, I "Th 

Juvenile Delinquents Act·,* 
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The study waa a group ~esearch projeot• and each of the 

le researchers presented a specific aspect in his 

particular thesis. As a group the members have taken 

the h,-pothe-sis that the plans tor eare and treatment of 

the Ju'7enil e ortendel' should be based on a psycho-soci.al 

eva.lu.ation or the child rather than on the particular 

isdemeanor 'Which is syinptomatie ot his probl ~w• 

he sample for the total project consists ot 

116 children known to the Halifax Regional Office ot 

the Department of Public Welfare on March 31, 1960. 

Limitations in this study arise from the fact that 

the records both at the Department of Public Weltar 

and the Nova Seotia School far: B-oys, were not eon, 

structed for research purposest wt th the cons,eq,uenc 

that much valuable data was not included in the records. 

It must also be remembered that not all workers involved 

in the Social Service aspects of the group under study 

had the benefit of training in a professional sc)iool 

of social work. 

Although, social work, as it e:nsts today bas 

had a brief history, it has assumed a prolllinent rol 

with relation to the problem ot juvenile delinquency, 

Fi-. Swithun Bowers defines social work as a professional 

discipline in which knowl edge ¢oneern1ng the. varied 

inter:rolationships of hmnan beings 1s applied clinically 

through a developed skill 1n relationships w1th persons , 



; 
s:1.ngly or in groups, to enable them to achieve a mor 

1 
satisfactory eocial adjustment. 

The writer will attempt to determine how thi 

role was undetrtaken and whel'e it is with refei-ence to 

thG problem today, In the COl'.lllllUllity ot Halifax, th 

role of the social worker will be studied, in the various 

phases of his eontact with the delinquent in the hop 

of utilie:tng social work more benefieiaJ.ly for the 

community and delinquent in this area of social dis­

organization. More particularly• some or the questions 

that will be asked of the data are, what is the social 

agency or in this case the B.alifax Regional Office of 

the Department ot Publid Welfare able to offer th, 

delinquent, before commitmont and following commitment? 

How does the soeial worker use his professional skills 

both for the delinquent and the comnruni ty? Is th 

:,;,oeial worker adequately trained to woll'k w1 th th,_ 

delinquent on a:f'terea:ua? In the 1nsti tution, what 1 

the social woriters role, his main area ot endeavor? 

Tbus the focus for this thesis is on th 

ocial casework aspects of the t.reatment or Juven.11 

delinQuency, and the working mothesi s 1 s that "th 

social worker• trained With his paitticular knowledg 

1 
Swithun Bowe.J's, o.M.I . , ftThe Application or 

Social Work in the Co:rrectional Fiel.d", National 
Probation and Parole AssoeiationJ,ournal, V (January 1954) 
P• 16. 
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and skill1 play eonstruct1 ve role in the under .. 

standi .d rehabilitation of the juvenile offender". 

~esearcher feels qualified to write this 

thesis having had some oxperienee in the field 

social work and had the advantage of a field placement 

in an ageney working w1 th young unrnarr1 ed mothers . 

:y ot the unma:rr1ed mothers were 1.n an group 

c·omparable to the juvenile delinquent, and many- ha1 

octal and emotional prob.lems •Ot which their prematur .... 

motherhood symptomatic rather than consequential.. 

The data used in this study are of a primary 

and secondary nature, The primary data a.re proeur 

from the case records ot the Halifax Regional Ottio. 

of the Department ot Public Welfar·e and the Nov. 

Scotia Sohool to,: Boy>s,. Seeondax,y data inelud11, 

bibliographical data (psyohologica.J., sociologieal, and 

social work) t interviews with prominent members of th_ 

community who are concerned With the problem of juvenile 
l 

del1nquenc1 • and lectures by e1t.pert.s in the :field~ 

The primary data were obtained by the use of schedules 

:tl:'om reading case records; secondary dat .re obtained 

l 
The lecture~ were giv$1 byi Mr. J. Grandy, . . 

D1:reeto;r of' Gorrect1ohs fo't the P!'ovince of Nova sc,otia.J 
Judge J_. E,. Hudson, Juvenile Court Judge tor the C1tt 
of Halifaxj and Mr. A,. J_. Sand$.. D,ireetor of thA 
Inst! tution tor Del inquent Boy, 



7 
from intel'Views according to schedules, tbe lectures 

mentioned above and from reading. The eotnp1lat1on of . 

~rim.ary and seeondary data was a group responsibility 

with individuals or factions of the total group 

assigned to particular taa:ks~ 

t the onset of this thesis the writer will 

briefly discuss social work as a tactort and social 

casework as a therapeutic tool in in1t1at1ng social 

change , and to establish how social work eomplO?nents 

other diseiplina.ry forces in attacking the problem of 

juvenile delinquencyt A basic issue to be resolved 

here is whether or not social work, or more speeifieally 

social casework, can be efficacious in an author1tari 

setting. 

A next section will deal With the role of th 

social caseworker with the delinquent after his 

apprehension by the authorities and before, 11' such is 

the decision of the court, his detention in an 1nstitu-. 

tion, OJ.' his release on probation« 

f,!ie writer Will then trace the aot1V1t1es ot 

the social worke~ as a member of the institution team 

ea:ring for delinquent ohild,r 

allowing institutional placement, the writer 

11 look at the delinquent du.ring the atterca~e prowram .. 

The sign1t1canee of this phase of casework to th 

delinquent will be ev-aluated as to 1 t .s success in 

lntaining the child 1n the eommunity4t 
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Finally fi the writer will o<>-ord1nate th 

t1ndings ot t.he previous chapters and make l"ecommendati.ons 

in relation to the utilization of the professionally 

educated social worker 1n. the field of juvenile 

delinquency, the role or the soeial worker in th 

institution and the training ot the s,oeial '1JOtker1 

This thesis will be an exploratory study from 

the universal sample. Insight provoking cases hav 

been used to portray the sample group more g:raphically. 

Different criterion were used 1.n the selection of 

samples for ea.eh chapter in order to utilize more 

significant data on the juvenile delinquent 1n 

relation to tbe role of the social worke~. . . 



CHAPTER II 

SOCIAL WORK IN THE CORRECTIONAL SETTING 

Social work 1s a profession which has th 

function or helping people to achieve thei:r role in 

society, Its .focus involves helping human beings who 

faee in their social relationships all kinds of 

disturbing and functioning inadequacies, frictions ancf 

limitations• that frustrate the full realization of 

their own capacities and wants as persons. Its 

philosophy and its practice a.re rooted in a profound 

respect for individual personality• for the significanc 

of the individual as such and in his own right . 

This 1s the approach ot social work to the delinquent1 

weakness and strengths in the individual ar 

and evaluated, and change is attempted by working with 

the strengths.- This one to one method of initiating 

oha.nge in social work is called social easeworlr., 

Helen Perlman sees social casework as a process us 

by certain human welfare agencies to help individuals 

to cope more e:f'f ecti vely w1 th the1r p:robJ.ems in social 
1 

functioning . 

In relation to the delina:uent the casewo:rke:r 

1 
Bel.en Harris Perl.man, §,oci.al C£!.sewor~ 1 

(Chicago, The University or Chicago Press, 19 o), p. it. 
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aims to meet bis needs and to take action wh1eh may 

modify envuonmental stresses and make available 

-0ppox-tunities in areas of deprivation and frustration. 

These services, when orientated to feelings and to 

ways of responding, may ease anxieties, relieve di 

couragement1 give new confidence, and enable th 

individual to manage his own at:fail'S mo.re completely. 

s social wotk began to embrace the field ot 
eorreetions within its orbit or service, pertinent 

questions were raised as to the erteet o:f the autho 

itarian setting on elient.worker relationships, and 

whether service by social workers to clients charged 

under the law, was social casework Within the present 

meaning-. It was questionable to many whether or not 

a social worker, trained to operate within a :rang. 

of defined princ1ple3$1 could work effectively, relating 

to the needs of the offender, without violating th 

creed of his profession. The basic conflict here is 

that since social casework evolved into a process 

based on fundamental principles, a most basic on 

being the client·• s self-determination, so~ial work 

~th offenders ot the law may appear on the surfaces 

contrary to this prineiple because the offender in• 
• 

variably reeoives help only on compulsion. It is 

the commun1ty1s will, not the individual•s, that 

initiates and sanction$ whatever treatment is 
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render_ 

tion 

Some workers soo this involuntary :rela-. 

tveen worker client an insuperable 

obstacl e to good casework . 

Irving E. Cohen, ho r sees the probl""" 

in this light# 

•• ~there is room-in the situation for social 
work processes if we inject into them soo.s1tiv1ty, 
wdersta.nding and recognition. or the pUlls within 
the p~obationer. By a frank acknowl.edgment ot 
the difficulties that exist in the situation, 
the probationer can be helped to taee the real• 
!ties of the compulsory relationship. Thi 
decision is his to become an active participant 
in his own rehabiiitation OX' a dulr' inert 
recipient of perfunctory services . 

A leading Canadian social worker says that 

social work has b built around self- determination . 
but 1t bas to be recognized that many liJnttations 

often hedge this right,. ' This writer goes on to say 

that the skills and teehniques through which th . 

social worker uses his kno11ledge involve the conscious 

and discipl1ned use ot selt. Constructive use or 

relationship skill as 1 t is understood by social. workers 

requ1ress (l) a functional reoogn1t1on ot the hunt 

person·• s right and need o'f self' determination within 

certain limits imposed by the moral and social good and 

by the individual •s present capacity tor self determin­

ation-. This fact is orten overlooked when onet s foeu 
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1 s ov erwheli11.1.ntfc. tered on tho p~inciple apart 

from the personJ (2) a genuine eonvic·tion that 

reformation or readjustment of the person is concutrent 

'1th tbe d~gree of bis participation in a p.robl 

situation.-, In. the case or juvenile delinctuents, wher, 

tho eas.ework relationship is forced upon the ehild, 

the pr1tnaey task ot the soe1al worker 1 s to help th 

child become an activ rticipant upon his probl -· 

(3) an acceptance of individual differences in 

developnent, 1n culture, in experience end situation, 
l 

and in pere.eption of reaJ.1 ty 

This problem, (1 t is only a problem to thos -

•11'\o ax-e unable to see the efficacy of social casework 

in authoritarian setting), ~eems best resolved b7 

Kenneth Pray, former l>ean of the Pennsylvania School 

of Social Wo:rk.t lle says, 

My profound conviction is that this a.lleg 
oonfl1et between soo1al casework and other 
ssential authori tatt\te p;pocesses in the trea 

ment of' delinquency 1s only apparentt not real 
that the tl"Ue p:rinciples of social casework alt• 
not only applic.able • they are ind1spensabl. 
to the administration of any effective prog~ 
of treatment of the delinquent; that the alleged 
contliot is based on a flliseonception or m1sinter .. 
pretation of both social casework and these oth 

~cts of' tl'eatnicntu . 2 

thun Bowers, O,M.I . 
:he Correctional Field 

ssociation JoUl'nal,,: V 

a Re'lol.utiona 
Sylvania Press, 
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~r . Pray goes on to say . that the mi.sconce:--· 

tions regarding soeia.J. oas(tWork arec that social cas~, 

o.rk is essentially dire~ted to deep personal! ty 

change; and the worke:r must respond to the clients" 

personal need without limit or definition._ 

, It 1s neeessary, to reject explicitly and 

finally all these misconeeptions• and start trom th 

one oonu:ion premise that the basic purpose of 

del1nguency treatment 1s the protection pt th 
( 

community. 

The vital question must then be answered1 

Can social casework operate within this framewox-k? 

Dr , Pray says that there 1 s not only room in th 

practice of social casework for such limitation upon 

individual freedom, but there is positive unavoidable 

need for just such limitation. 'lhey constitute tb 

framework within whieh alone, real t:reedom, real 

movement, and change are possible to anybody. there 

is no absolute freedom for any of us in this lift1• 

Lite itself is a constant process of adjustments to 

the limitations that surround humankind. There ar 

limitations ot physical s.trength and capacity in 

ours-0lves, With which each of us must eome to terms .• 

There ar(t l imitations of mental ability. There are 

also limitations imposed by the society in which 

people 11ve. 
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onathon Potter, is a 14 year old boy who 

on his first offence was charged with break 
nd enter in a summer eottage in July 195'9.-

The. worker, after making a study ot the boys 
home and environment, recommended that he be 
placed on a six months suspended sentence under 
the supervision or the Correot1onts Division 
of tbe Department ot Public Welfare.. Th1s 
reeommendation was carried out by ·the eourt. 

The worker found that Mrs..- Potter was 
interested in her son but was not capable 
of providing suitable controls to keep bi 
out of' trouble. Mr. Potter appeared to bear 
his share ot responsibility tor the ebild 
when he was home1 but because of the d1stano_ 
to work, he 11vea in town during the week, 
returning home only on weekends . 

The worker tried to impress Mr . Potter with 
the problem regarding his son1 and the import­
ance of his being home more orten so that he 
could provide more adequate control s w1 thin 
the home. 

There is no doubt that the worker was viewed as 

a threat to the Potter family at the opening ot th 

ease, yet this was not a barrier to establishing a 

purposive relationship. Through the authority of th 

court, the worker skilled in the art ot human relation. 

ships, is able to enter into the lives of the Potter 

family to help them adjust to the parti6ular needs ot 

their situation With regard to Jonathon. 

The wottker felt that Jonathon Potter was a 
normal sometmat shy 1 but good looking bo,-. 
He liked to play bai.1 and $vtim, It was also 
learned that he was easily led as he got into 
his present difficulty because he just went 
along with his older brother and a te-w other 
boys without question. Jonathon Potter was 
in grade six at school and h1e teacher 
reported that he was doing well . 
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Throughout the probation period fl.'om August 
19~9 until April 1960• the worker saw Jonathon 

or eight interviews. At first Jonathon W$S 
suspicious of this enforced relati,onshl.p, but 
he was helped to e,cpress his attitudes 
toward the court and how he f'elt about his 

~inquent behavior. 

In treating the delinquent child, the worker 

respects his right to feel th~ way he does, and helps 

him to participate 1n the relationship at the onset. 

His feelings about the court and authority are dis­

cussed immediately to remove obstaolea whie.b Jllight 

impinge upon casework goal-, . 

During the second interview Jonathon was 
commended f' or his good conduct• He said 
that he certainly did not want to go to 
court again and would try to be good. He 
felt that being good was being obedient to 
his mother and father . 

By the time of the third interview Jonathon 
as back to school and the worker discussed 

this with him,. 

In the fourth interview Jonathon talked 
quite f'~eely about himself• He said b 
enjoys going to school. The worker 
raised him for bis efforts at school 

and his good conduct, 

The wol"ker 1s supportive and encouraging to 

Jonathon as the help he gives him d1reets his effort 

more suecessi'Ully. 

Throughout this period Mr, and Mrs. Potter 
ere regularly interviewed by the social 

worker. They were most cooperative, It 
was also :felt that Mr. Potter was taking 
a greater 1nterest, in his son._ -

In the next three interviews Jonathon 
continued to develop a degree of unde~ 
standing into his behavior. He was also 
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Tb.e succe,sstul effort, ot many <tasewot:k 

the oor,-eational field show that it 1s possible to 

ombitl«, the elements of aasewol;tk within the con.fin 

of legal 3un sd1ct1on. ne rums ot social work an 

the legal bodY ue different but not contradieto17. 

Social w:,k a1tnS at t.tbange in the 1nd1V1dua1 to mar 

1 11,a,w;l,t, the purpos • qi law iP? 

the p,-otect1 e1etY-.. However. the. authco;lty 

neeaea. to p?~tect society, n not b-, det'umen 
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in a corrective easework relationship; ind·eed it o 

be one of the most powerful therapeutic tools th .. 
l 

correctional caseworker can apply 

l 
Dal e G 

.uthoritytt) Cr.....uv ~ .... ,.. _i._. ... ....... .,'7l~0 7, 
( June l9o0J • p; x::,_ ' 

Usa ot 
o.J....., o, No,. 3., 



CHAPTER III 

THE ROLE OF THE SOCIAL WORKER ON PROBATION 

Charles Cb.ute defines probation as a system ot 

proving o:r on.mining, investigating and supervising 

a child brought to the court for treatment . It is a 

definite follow.-up system for court cases with 
1 

developing technique; but it 1s more than that . It 

is a service to those in noed, aotua.ted by the highest 

ideals of human helpfulness and social service. 

Robert Taber brings the elements ot social . 
casework more into focus on probation where he defines 

it as a process of attempting to understand the needs , 

impulses, and actions of an individual and of hEdping 

him to recognize these in .y that is satistytng 

to himself and yet in accord td.th the demands of 
2 

social living. 

This is an area of particular importanee to 

lJ 
p 

_______ J 
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0 

•s.uw.wutY 

orker 1 s best 

any writer l th 

to assist in tb 

- Ptloblem at th1s stage,._ Prior to· the court bearing 

thero 1s the necessity of establishi.ng truly sc1ent11'1c 

and socially sound treatment, by the tecbnieal skill 

of tho social worko~ in disoriminat1ng, discovering 

and weighing faets to achieve real justice in each 

case._ 

Following pla~emont on probation, the social 

wo;:-ker, knowing that changes 1n behav-ior can best be 

induced by change.s in feeling, enters into th 

delinciuent•s world of feeling and phantasy-, sharing 

his hopes and teaJ"s, w1th a view to enlarging his 

understanding and helping him to develop selfconfidene 
l 

nd a sense of respons1bili ty. This is als-o the tiin 

r ean do a gl'eat deal 1n the way o 

helping the child t-o cla,:ify h1 s ideas by giving hi 

information which will enable him better to understand 

situations and the limitations imposed by reality, 

Closely related to the treatment of the child is th 

:t or the parents,. Some authors feel this 1s 

so important that they refer to probation services a 
ti ~1y casevo 

1 
oan 

Butterworth 

• 

(Lon<ion1 
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In this study of juvenile delinquency, of 

the universal sample of 176 cbildren, 63 were on 

probation on March 31, 1960, the closing date ror 
eolleot1n.g data. Of these 63 children., the 'Wl"1 ter 

seJ.ected a sample of 20 cbildt-en who were e1 ther 
th.i.rteen or fourteen years ot age on March 31, 1960. 

The reasons tor th1 s selection were that this ag 

range constituted a heavy concentration of the total 

age range from 7 to 14 years, and the sample was 
large enough to 'be :representa.ti ve of the total 

probational g~oup . 

Everr child in this sample was on probation 

tor the first time and, only three were charged with 

committing another delinquent act while on probation 

up to March 31, 19o0. The i"ollo'Wing tablG shows the 

type of ottence commi tt"".• 

13 
14 
Total 

TABLE l 
D!STRIEUTIOU OF 20 JUVENILE DELINQUENT:S 

(13 AND 14 YEARS OF AGE) ON PROBATION t AS . 
TO SEX A?ID TYPE OF OFFENCE ON MARCH 31, 1960. 

Break• Enter I 1I'hett I Vandall sm I Total 
& Thef't 

M M M F 1, 

lf, 2 l+ 8 

4 1+ I l l 9 I l 

8 I O If, I 3 $. I o 17 I 3-



The length of service was relatively short. 

only one off ender was on pr .obation more than one year, 

- while more than half the sample were on probation 

less than six m6nths. This is seen more graphically 

in Table II ., However it must be understood that many 

children who were on probation for much longer 

periods were in the institution at this date. Also 

the date at which the data was oompiled was sele~tecl 

arbitrarily, and does not signify termination of 

probatien. 

~able l!I shows the number of recorded intern. 

the probation ofticer had w1 th the delinquent ehild 

the cbildt s parents or collaterals. Th8se tigur 

include interviews before and. after the court hearing 

up to Ma.rah 31, 1960• Most of the children in thi 

sample were intervie-wed by the soeial worker on 

n month, although as. the table show 

the recording was spol'a.dic, W1 th several ehildr 

however, oircwnstanees necessitated more intens1v­

easework, and interviews were held weekly or tWice a 

ek, The ciroumstanees, which usually precipitated 

this more intensive work, were the severity ot the 

problem and the child's potential fer development. 
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TABLE III 

NUMBER OF INTERVIEWS BY SOCIAL WORKER WlTB CHILD 
OR COLLATERALS DURING THE PROBATION PERIOD1 OF 20 
JUVENILE DELINQUENTS (13 AND lit YE:ARS OP AoE) AS 

OF MARCH 3lt 1960 

Oorresponaent of' Interview 

Child.Jen Child Parent& School NB Total 
Authorities 

JP 8 10 1.8 

EG 5 3 8 

OS 4 l s 
»Q 7 'I 14 
AM a 3 1 6 

L(l l l 

VB 0 

NT e 
DF 0 

J'R 0 

PE 8 ' lit 

EH ~ l 

Vl i. 6 l ll 

N'P 6, ?' l 11ft 

MP 6, 'I l lit 
JV 0 

EO , ~ 
tm l. l 

,;GE s l 6 

F! l l 

!notal 60 S3 lt a .119 



' S:tnc 1 the children on probation under 

th gional Office of 

the Department of Public Welfare are contact 

regularly, it is e'\Tident that the table above does 

ot give an aceurate pio~re,., Apparently many contae'ts 

by the p~obation workers we~e not recorded. It 1 

interesting to note that parents of delinquent 

ere intervie\Ved almost as often as the probationers 

This appears to agree With the theory that treatment 

ot the individual delinquent neeessitates treatment 

for the ~am111. EVen though none of the eh1lch:~n 1n 

this sample was charged with trua.noy,. the writer 

Questions the small number ot contacts with th 

chool authorities, especially sinee the majority 

ot the children began and maintained thei~ probationary 

status during the school year. 

Next to that o.f' the home, the school is th 

most vital influence in a child•s 11:f'eJ Children 

spend a large part or most days 1n school and their 

attitude to authority• learning, work and their fellows 

can be developed constructively or marred by the1t 

experiences there. Consequently it would appear 

particularly important for the probation officer to 

w01:k in close cooperation with the schools attended 
l 

by those in his care. Als-o the. records of this 

l 
Ibid. t P • 96. 
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:roup do not indieate contacts with any othei, 

persons in the child's environment • 

These contacts by the social woi-ker w1 th th 

delinquent ebild• his parents, or collaterals wer 

adjudged to be a casework sorviee, or a routin 

servie,;;;• routin rviae l-ras defined as a pr 

cedure adhered to through fo:ree or habit, without 

ctively relating to the individual needs of th 

articular child ... The group listed under the "not 

recorded ction includes those children on im.om 

there were no recorded interviews, or the type o 

service offered could not be determined , the rinding 

«s to type of service ~re as follows. 

13 & 
under 
14 

14 & 
under 
1-; 

Total 

ch11 

TABLE IV 
DISTRIBUTION OF 20 JUVENILE DELINQU, 
(13 AND 14 YEARS OF AGE). AS TO TYPE OF 

SERVICE AS OF MARCH 31, 1960-

Casework Routine Not Total 
contact eontact recorded 

·14, 1 ; 10 

~ :; 2 10 

9 .. 7 20 

A& the tf'lble. shows, nine of the twenty 

in the sample ga,oup had a casewotk contact 
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le on p1'0bation,. fo~ out1ne contaet th 

J'CWalJll ~ 1.t this sample ls in41<L 

t:tve of tho total probational group :S. t is untortunat.-, .• 

becaus• 1n a eontinued casewo1'k contact a rela.t1onsb1p 

is -,stablished between the p'rObationer and tht sooi . 

rker. through this 

learn a fhed sYst 

1l.ation.sb1p tht d.elinQllent 

1s learned trom th 

ot value$ 1n wbi ch to grow. !hi 

.ple ot the soeial worker, 

the valu,s of social work are p~edar.daant11 

tho Christian tradition and 4 

ociety. So.Oial. ca not only bell th•se 
valu•s, the ve,:y nature and 

necesa1tatea that they 1:t 

.. ettse of their woi-k 

• !ht adole 

.ts a system o 

1s 'iirhtn be tails to tind th_ 

to gui.<J.• h1mt 1 t 

aroun1 

aet-.1: 

that he rebels 'by 

One ot the. ba1-1c d1tt•renots b•t 

~du1t­

t 

pro .... 

t1on ot adult$ alld probation of ju 

1s that With juven.tlea the family 

le off ender .. , 

it tb. 

hilA t 

..... t 

.pea tu a oeha'Vi o:r, pl'-Oduo.a oe:,tai 

tatn11Jt 

dis at the centre of bis emotional lit"• 
th ~hildren can attord to !oi-gtt tb 

parenta;J tion w1 th th• pr-obatio: 

--i 
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officer is essential in o.rder to a.r:reot any positiv 

change, This is illustrated in the case ot David 

Quinn. 

David Quim:i, a fourteen year old was 
charged .with break, enter and theft in 
July 1959, and was placed on six months 
suspended sentence. Psyehologica.l tes 
ing revealed that David was a very unhappy 
boy who felt rejected by his father and 

s ambivalent toward his mother. It was 
felt . that the unfortunate home situation 
was the maj o.r factor 1n David t s deviant b 
havior. 

The social worker saw Mrs. Quinn on two 
ooeasiana, to assess the home and environ• 
ment, and follow.tng the court hearing, had 
ti ve interviews w1 th both parents~ ~. and 
Mrs1 Quinn were quite disturbed about 
David• s behavior, but could not explain it . 
fhey were helped by the worker to under$tand 
why David got into trouble and were encouraged 
to develop consistent handling methods• 
The parents became very cooperative with 
the worker and when they realized their son 
required special help through the Child 
Guidance Clinic, they wex-e very a.eoepting 
of this. 

Once the treatment plan tor the child 1 s 

ste.blished, the focus 1n this case was on helping 

the family undex-sta.nd the problem and to enoourag 

them to work positively toward its solution,. !I'h1s 

1s often extremely difficult because Gf feelings of 

failure and inadequacy, on the part ct the pa;rents 

and of hostility, against the au.thori ty the worker 

represents, This situation demands the best skill of 

the caseworker. 
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Often children eoming from unhealthy 

.vix-o: ts and broken h01J1es lose interest and 

purpose ot adequate goals in life and eventually c 

before the courts. These children noed a great deal 

of support and encourag t by the probation officer 

to help them to start anew~ Such was the case of 

Olive 5p1oer. 

011 ve Sp1Co.r was charged W1 th theft from a 
department store and was placed on one month 
probation . ., Oli~e• s· parants were separated. 
Mrs. Spicer,, and five other siblings liv 
in a very poor home and were maintained on 
municipal assistance, 

.Jhe br1ef language of the re~ord does not 

portray all that was involved in the relat1on$hip of 

011 ve and the wol"ker .• gtv iueh support and 

• 
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,noouragement, while at the s ti: s mad 

aware of her duties and responsibilities. 4.rhis _girl 

responded to the interest t~en in her, by taking 

greater interest in her affairs at school and in tb 

hom", 

other ohild in this category is Victor 

Hunt., 

Vietor, a fo~teen year old from an 
extremely poor home situation was cha11ged 
with break and enter and placed on probation. 
B~ was the son of a common la'W union. His . 
father had been dead for some years and 
his mother and Siblings had to depend on 
ocl.al assista.n~e. Mrs. Hunt had a very 

poor reputation in the ne1ghbol'hood1 b.ut 
in his tive contacts with her the worker 
tound her coope:,ative and concerned about 
Vl.ctor.. It \fa$ tel t that she was doing what 
she could tor him, fhe worker encouraged 
her to continua an(i helped her maintain 
adaquate supervis1on tor Vietor. 

Victor was very thankful for the soeial 
workers interest in him throughout th, 
pl"obation period and requested a contin• 
uation or sup~msion beyond the d(;:fin 
time, till the end of the school year-
The social worker thought that Vietor had 
come a long way during his probationa17 
period~ 

Victor is the vecy unfortunate boy who has 

never had tho opportunity to :Learn an aoceptab1 

standa.rd of values in this home or identify with 

a male ti gur"", he sees this in the worker h 

:ts unwil.11ng to havo the relationshtp terminatv, 

The ease of Ely Green, 1s interesting in that 

this boy refl$cts a different picture ot the ,uvenJ.lg 



delinnuent in thi 

3l 
,le; ces d 

eonom1¢ status, rsonal abU.tty ., 

Ely 1a.1n grade seven at school1 He is 
considered 1nt8ll1gent and UsuaLly leads 
his class. His adjustment to s¢hool 1 
said to b~ good, 

The easeworker saw Ely on se~oral occasion 
ing the p~obation pe~iod, In tbes . 

interviews Ely discussed hi.s atti tut-_~ _ . 
feeling$ toward probation, home and school 
The worker also met v.t.th Mrs_.:-Green on 
two oceasions and he :rel t she vias able to 
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ceept the situation, but little progress 
was made 1n helping he~ see herself in 
relation to Ely' s probleni. 

.f'ter eleven months on probation Ely 
s no longer required to Vi s1 t !he worker 

l though he was still on ~.ls pended sentence, 
The ease was then closed. 

The worker sees Ely as a vocy capable boy Who 

is confused a result of the mishandling of his 

parents. The worke:r is unable to alleviate the eon-

flicts within the ho of the resistance ot 

EI.yts parents to share in rehabilitation plans. In 
cases suoh as this only supotficial help can be 

offered to pai-ents, while the main emphasis must 

rest on treating the delinquent cb114. 

Probation services in both investigation 

and supervision are significantly upgraded by th 

.ployment of casework methods. There is no dispo 

ition to assume that casework be used to the exclusion 

or other skills, but it becomes an important support 

and addition to other skills which e:Jtplain human 

behavior and attempt to guide tt into wholesome and 

satisfying patterns ._ A probation officer who e1nploys 

casework skills does not b~come a threat to a child 

by an ove"I"bearing authority, but he may be called 

upon to exe~t authority at certain times on behalf c£ 

the ~hild ~ As a caseworker, he adds to his quality 

ot service,, bis knmvledge or and collaboration w1 th 
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the p 

the skills and resources or other ag 

professions, whose a-cceptance of hi 

blems he deals with, is greatly aid 

protessional status and competency. 

none or his authority needs to b 

by his own 

ln such a rol_ 

ac.rificedt and, 

the variety of skills and services to which he has 

access will magnify hi$ usetul.ness on behalf of 
1 

children. , 

Juvenile 
Court". Nat;tonal Prnbation and P

11
arol_e Association. (195'1) ; . z .. .,.X . . I I . . € . S ,f 

._,_,.. 

Studeah' Lit.r.e-,y 
Sa.at MaryJs Uai.,~,!l~ 

h_.. . H'ali f • x -.... .. 
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'lBE SOCIAL WORKmt IN THE SOBRECTIONAL INSTHIJTION 

Institutions caring tor delinquent ch1ldr 

have had a long and varied eourse of development . 

originally- no distinction wae made between adult 

jUVetlile offenders . When separate buildings w 

first used to house J·uven1le ott 

known as re.tu.gee er refoJ;'matol'ies tor the wywa.J>d, 

Today they are generally called training sdlools. In 

the ea~ly stages ot development, 1nst1tuticne tor 
~UVenile of'f etld&l'S ottered 11 ttl 

and e'ifetl today t:reatment pJ-ograms rtpl"esent all stag 

opmen.t from inearceratlon and pbysica.1 care-, 

to rehabilitation through a eonstructiv~ eXPer1ence 

in l:l'oup l11'ing·. Al though correctional inst! tut1en 

a:re moving more towa,:-<i the rehabilitative and educa.• 

t1onal asp.ects1 in sotne unrortunately only in theotry1 

it must be remembered that thef.r role is; not purely 

.ucationaJ.; they are also charged wt th the sat 

keeping or otf·endera. Bve,n though children are not 

regar-ded as ci-1minals the antisocial nature or their 

behavior cannot be cU.sregardvu,_ 

'he pb1losophy, attitude, atld prog-tam in 

1n1ng acbool ot high ea.libel', have undoubtedly 
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--St oys tx- " t 

the third was a young girl \i'bo_ 

tanees necessitated this enensiv 

-~ment . 

01" the tvent)" juv 

to the pr ,pte», there wel'e onJ.1 thr 

type of offence comm:t.tt 

'Wb4Ch ;r-esulted in p-robati~ 1ntences,, In th• 

which 

of t ... eatmen.t .. 
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·tene-es wer_ 

.ppropr1ate to t : 

,reate~ variati 

11. 

:rtmut.,. 

ti-aatic inetho 

. two· eb.U&-en listed. utid$;v D.poor nein 

.<11 t1ons• were oonv:toted to~ coi:mn1 tting 4 

--t.s and would have been placed on probatio: 

.or• sts--ength in the h 

ttav1n t 

t 

_ . the :J<>Cial 

os-ition 1n relation to this part:tcul.~ 

roup .le in the to.sti tution, ill but three of th,i;J• 

scheol fo 

chlldlren detained. 1». the Nova Scot! 
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tt who 

the. t1me tlle 

11uJ.".U\} there was one .$od.al. wo'1k 

Ke.ueral dut1es wer-et act1n. 
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·is ·ttives a good 1 

" 
eotia.School tor­

the t1·rs•t int ..,, 

ot to know this boy 

oenaviar patterns 1""" 

to 

t 

inst:l tut1on, 

ch t:une 

na tbi~ ~riod h 

.. 

) 

t 



on 4 weekly ba$1$ by the ~ocial 

1n detention he· waa soen e-tteey day 

recorded thats 

g~eat deal 

»el atlonsbip with the social wo:r1k~• 

the prog,.-nm ot t ,he school-... As th~ record sbc,wa • h _ . 
r'4'1Uil'ed a great deal ot support, and fl'equent contaqts. 

ra-tY.a'lfl despl te the tntensi~eness of the relat1enship1 

not viewed as: likely to succeed on h1 ~ 

tinal tiott. Yet this ca= , 

1:neo Arthur 41<1 eh<aw a 

pet-haps th1 s 

th1 s stage ot his d B 

tion ot Arthur.. - ·orker' 

sure ot i: 

PIJ, 

_ cted. of him at 

is the social 
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irhe linitted px-eg:,.,.ss in Arthur Jarvis' c 

l. be the ~esult of the tact that the ent,tr. 

family 1'e'1Uired therapeut1,~ b~p., 1.t this bo 

:1ven l.ittl.e chance or learning t1Ust and love in hi ... 

unlikely that he wou.l:d respo 

from hom9, N~erthel~ts he had 

the benatit o-f a period 1n his life when h · 

t1 to modUy his 

or, and to J.earn to live under strict 

but consistent t~ 

o-wen Dorey 1 s a colored bo1 who nE!Vel" had 

bl e h0tne. The fa.ct that he was negro and tb 

instability -0f bis home life were a;eas ot speotal. 

d.1tf1culty tor h11?1.. This aeoount was taken f1'ofll th-· 

reco ssian 
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the social wol"ker is very ac.ceptin 

--ceurag1ng1 wb1le at the same t 

ome of Ms ditrtoul ti eat. because ot th 

t-h1s V'e'lfy sensitive c-olored boy ha 

wn,-.JtAj9 utS.llzed special method$ 1n his approach 

to help • 
.ot all the boys in the 1nst1tu.tion EQ-e a.bl 

to profit tr,em a casework relationship in th 

fterent aoaJ.s a:re set tot eaeh boy according to bis 

particular probl~ and potential. With many boys th 
•' 

worker• s goal 1 s to suatalrl .pport1ve• reasswing 

1tela.t1onsh1p. P.atrick Saunders is a boy who 1.s ea.~1.,ly 

. of bis lnterviews cl>Uld not 
profit trom intensive cas~work. 

' 
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to 
group and hi 
he was dep:r 

regula:,ly, 
l trequent. 

.Qn. another occasiotl the easeworkei-

Tho vorker made himself available to this boy 

when help 

reatest n 

reQUi~ed. the workei- saw tbat Patr1ck•s 

were met by a supportive relationship 

1n timea ot acesstve stre.sDC. 

Dick St i o ha veey low op1nion 

ot bts o bl'th and h1s action _ons..eant 
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11nlitaJ- tlle ohtuu).e to .ae)U.t'fe g~a ot lducb aoo1et: 

I! 

I 1 



,ppl' I ~h ot the cb!ldren to to. 

relationships lltith a peei- sr.oupt the chanee to accep 

values and finally the ava1lab1lit1 ot· individual 

o.ounsel.l1ng through ~elat1onsh1p with a ca.sewofker·. 

S'u..eh counselling 1s probably the indespensable •other 

halt• e>t the eJCpe_rience ortered youth in inst!. tution., . 

rus la th& mode ot tnterpx-eting the experience be 1 

und.ergo1ng, helping bJ.m to see his present experienc · 

wit.b authortt1 1ll relation to past expe~ience, and the 

neceasJl7 means ot attaintng aJ.l the institution 
1 

gOaJ.:;Jj 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SOCIAL · CABE 

the supervision ot juvenile 

delinauents tollowtng the cab1plet1on of t~eatment in 

an 1nst1 tution1 and in.eludes paJPole._ Parole is 

ecndt tional and revooabl e :release upon his own 

recognizance or subject tQ supervtsion, pr-ovided by-

,tatute, ot a delinqUent with indeterminate ot unexpi 

1ntenc •• . . 

n the del1nC1Uent Ohild is freed from th_ 
' 

s'tr1ngent but pl."otecttve eontrols of th& institution, 

the ntatn task 1 s 1n helping him readjust to the Qo~ 

rnuntty under the gutdame.e and supervision of the aoc1a: 

:orka~ 

!he ideal in attel' ca~• is that it shoul.1 · 

beecmo the f'lnal stage in a eon.t1nuous process ot 

rehabil1 tation whi Ch Should sta.ir·t aa; soon as a pa.son 

is committed to an 1nstttut1on• .&a· this 1s not alway .... 

the- case1 the social worker 1 .·eJ:y, 

rure of responsi b111 ty tor his CIUU' 
' 

'O reat d 

prob. ·or: 

to the d$l1n«uent is helping ~ 

or freedom. th• ma~or 

in relation 

bridge the gap bftw_ 



n 
lnstitutton allfl earmt\U'li ,.. ~his ts 

task, net only from the- raet ot tremendous env!r 

·ental dli'tetenee between the home and inat1 tution1 

.t al.so bettause th• Child \¥host-needs were best met 

by th1 s to~m ot tieatment ia neQtata.r11, a gi-avr-« 

problem ot :rehab111tat1en. S\lc:ees-s demands m~ 

utili-.t!on ot p er-sonal and cownuni ty resources on th 

part ot the atter cal'e officer •. 

the p~oblc is, to tlnd the balance betwe 

tight supern.si@ and belp which t4ll lnake it po~siblt 

to» the 3wenlle ottelade,i.a to take ovu moi-e alld tnOl"t 

responsibility fer bis 01m behe:dor. !he social w ·rk, 

must h&lp the youth hold · tht gains he haJ made 1n tb . 

t~aining achoo11 help the parents: c.a.rry their 1'1ghttul 

respens:lbil1tJ' during this ve-q d1ff:L®lt period-.... 

·• ttt~ t to,., bl>th th• boy and h1s puents • in such .a 

way that be may truly have a second cba.nce, It 1a th, 

tunctS.on of the after care eu,ei-v1slon seniee t 

J>l'Otect botbt.he boy and the co1Jll?l\Ut1ty and to make it 

pos,S.:Lble. fo-; hint to t1nd something within himself o: 
l 

which ho can depsd during the yeai--f ahead, .. , 

!he t-ocus then ls on the chUd1 the tatn111 and 

1 
Sheldon Glu~, !Ql1 .Pr~,-~.D••~· 

(Eo ston, Hvugbton M1tflin Conipany ;:959: t Pc• ~ 



, 
the ·conununi t.r ~ tb1s in.vol th ta1n~, 

1nte:i$1v 

soci 

s1on by 

chool and bas the knowledge ot 1t$ progr 

4 personnel, By suPen1s1on is meant, not a por:iod1~ 

parole chet:J.k1ng, bu~ a rehab1litat1ve rel ationship 

lfflieh 1 e pa~t ot a continuous plan w1 th the -ehild in 

ltnstitution to the C-()tntllunit,-• 

Ch otb, 
l 

Ve OCOU.fl:1i1U• 

"-· o;t· h 

~emiently the soo1al worker in an aftel' qar 

~tt !ng tnUSt be q' 

,n rel :lt .. 
,,,..p• 

ot fr ~Cial 11V1ng aft 

His return to 

period of 

denqy ls nccomp ty 

ref'U.1.-l.Y Pl.anlled ii.ti the institution fall «1pa,:t,. 

and must be r,._sam:LnQd. re.,.preaented and tocuS.e<i anew, 

children mo 

-~, confused Gtld lUU"eal1stl¢~ 
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Often· th st be direotivcf tn 

ord to 

,p 

-• H.ownet t t d1rectiva..; 

1n thou ~ng1 or 

Grlt pl"inciple 1n the correct1ona1 

'his p~oclai t 

_tabli 

with the individual client as he aetually 

is.1 and not a_$ society would want hira to be. fhi 

e development ot s&l.f.awa.ren·ess in the 

·erk~ ... -, ivatien ct attitudes that ar-
-ondtmtnato1.7, Since the juvenile oftende~ oa after 

care i-eQ'.Ui.J.-~s a o-eat GeaJ. or acceptanbe arid suppo»t, 

1t is d1ttieult to g!,ve him what ho needs unless th• 

bas caretulJ.7 r 
anout ~uvenile delinquents and is p&'epared to accept 

1 
tbe <;Mld to~ what he 1, .. 

ln th ple undel' study, o'l the l 76 Juven11• 

1lingJ1ents., knowt1 to the H· 

\h• Department of Public w. 
'hild~en were on att 

ChtldfElnt t t tlect 

tor this part1®lar tu~Uc 

le by equ.al 1nte,n 

tonal Otttoe ot 

ob 31t l960t 

.• 0-f thes• 

.ple "1 19 cbildr 

oas~work 1 
ol• nxII, 

·lctcted thi 

had 

·;air--_ -I 



tha institution on one or more ocoasiona,i and Qn th. 

losing date fol' the tolleotion of data W$l'G at var:,in 

p,hasea in their ,:-ehab1l1 tation p;rog~am+ Table VIII 

.hews the relative length ot timt the ch1lben wel' 
unde-r the superrt•sion of the after cas-• officer up t 

'eh 31, 1960. !his date was. sei,cted arbitrar111 

~o~ the purposes ot the etudy and does not 1ndi<:at 

the t~rmtnat.ton ot servie • • 

• 

l .l 

l 3 

1 2 1 6 l 

1 l ... 
l 

l l 

1 .l I 8 l5 lt 



,, 
• two children on att 

two rears had been instituttonaliz 

occasions. tablet.) VIII indicat 

~e 1n exc 

,nth. 

:ountUla:ti 

ot 

length ot supe.Maion on after ca.re. Of the nineuee.r: 

children, th1rt~en 'liel"e comm! ttea to the institution 

tor the first time, tour fo7 th ondt and two tor 
th1, 

'or the-11'1 moat lteoent aontiaement to 

correctional inst1tut1cn, theJre wer~ a vai-iet7 of 

reason$. fb1s 1 s show in Table IX, 

oenorally the amount of recording on th 

juvenile d-11nQUent of this s8Jhple was ve'1!1 l:lmi t 

tn relation to th&il" atter oare sup&n1s1on. !he :p.atte 

ap~are4 to 'be a brief sUJlllnaW tolloW'!ng a number ot 

inteniewa1 and not 

usually a re~rence ot delinquent behavior. 

,OW$ th 

,.n .-e.1.ation to each cbil<l, ae repowted in th 

CO.a;i.i • 
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19 OhUd Puent& School &nploV• Pol.iee Bot total, 
Child• A11tbo• - a~ 
ren itiea 90rd&d 

• l 1 . 1 ~ 
we 1 1 a 
Wl: ,1 1 2 

or 1 1 l l 
fA l. l l 3 
CE l 1 

ltS ;1 l. 

AB 1 1 . a 
QB, l 1 l 1 
JP 1 l . 1 3 
CF l. l 1 ~ 

Gt 1 1 1 3 
NT 1 1 a 
NB 1 l. ~ 

Q l 
I 

1 
.. 

AC 1 1 1 s 
n l l a 
D 1 1 l l 
Bl 1 1 a 
Total 16 1, 10 l 1 l ltlt 



;a . 
. bl.- s 

al 

ot 

o:r mE>r 

oceas1o.n~. 

pe-rl.oel'a lt s: db 

th!~· 

out her-e that norxnall.7 

the a~te. ontaot with th 

t .ld was 1n tbe inst1tuti.on1 to l'epcr 

Cbildt to tnod1f1 the home envil'enntent 

U this j anc 1.0 prQpare the talUily tot: 

14, It the chil.d waa r•turning 

area., the social worker usuall: 

th 

to 

turn 
hool. 

Ohool authorities tor th1$ e.vent i-. \1.o'....., 

~8 the rate of re.cidi vtsm ot tbi.s group (~) 

;ueationa the faet that c.ontact wi,th th_ 

•11 

l"tCO 

at1v 

in the ~eco:d. 

child. 

wit: 

~a»e officer 

,h 

delinquent ·~ldren ~e~e inteniewed on.ee 
,· 1e among a ~lightly ... "".._.,.,_,.. --· 

infrequency 1s not record.Gdt tw-o child.r11,m 

Vie'W'ed tn,ce a lllonth. atld one Chi•ld 

'1!1 tour 

orded mate:,1al on each child tb 

~ 

u:. t = 

ta-ct 

the,r th& atte.r cat~ ottic$r• s ec,n; 

, le· 4tl:1nquen.t was 0£ a cas~ork ox-

..:ri­
~ 

l 



l 
:111· abl~ ~• 

ABD fiPJ OF CONTACT 
'!LS DELINQtfEN'RS 0~ a,r,mnm 

., 1960 .• 

l .1 

1 

' 2 

1 l 

l l 

~ 19 

.nete® c:hildJtf$1ll had the benetit 

or a cas-&work relationshlp, two e. routine contact and 

._.. th the remainder, the type of contaet deuld not b 

determtned or there was no e.Yidenc~ ot conta~t. Th1. 

C'O?'d 'With th~ basic phtloaophf •-~ _¢h 

l. 
~Pra1 P• " 



,0 

atte,: ca:r 

in thi 

~en1s1o. 

a1>teit._ 

as d1 11 

The <1a.se of Theo Allen, a sixteen 1eat ol-.1 

illustratecs the type of boy who ·e,eetlls to have profit 

trom his expe~ience tn the institution, and after care 

supervisio11. He was faced with a d1f1"1 cul. t p;r-obl 

but more th qual. to the tJ'llst and eontidenc 

placed in him by bis peer group* 

Th4 exper1enc~ ot being eot0Jnitte4 caus 
extreme d1st~es~ 

~eport ll&Tt .- , • • 

he.o is well behaved and v.r, eooperat1-ve~ Be sold 
his skates in order to repay th 

Colin B~o-l'ld was. less suece$sful.. He ha4 . ~ ~, 

teniY time 1 inad t ·e home and an equally sto.rmy 



period in 

61 
instt t utio_ ·1" care offic 

tel t a l"etum to his ow home wou.Ld _ 

~l1tatton tlrue tar, tutilc, 

home. The work~r turther 

d reco: foster 

on to say that since 11 ttl 

been atteeted in the home during Colin• s 

absence,. 1 t was mo:r e than likely that he would re,ie,:t 

to his tor 

hom-'-'• 

behavior, if rel to his o 

n 

Co11n, t1tteen -,. 
the wor-kei- w~ 

Although tb.e writ 

procurt oa foster nom.es 

1 s f'Ol' decid 

fhe selecu -

· d 

t 

homa 

t .he ditti eul ti 

ehild,1."!!?l"' 

on the individual 

of the Ch1ld aad not solely on th~ eaaern 

the prosp.ectiv • 
;o dG not have the exp 

0 _ ,able holll~t o spend a long period 1n 
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th& in$titutiQll" ad31lStment is difti~t 

t7llstratillg. -the :soeial worker must be a con 

o'Ur 

·e would lilt 
,rktr 

,t 

t ,t the thr 

' t' ·' j eet ot aft.er cat1, 

oat instttuti _ 

pe»lod ls tlle most 41ffi 

ld. Rtpeat«t dift1cUlt1e ~ .djU.~ 

tw.etrat1on and cll$e9m,agema,.tt 

ndy '4.sh to rega.1.n the :E;ee~itr that 

the ins.ti tu.tic,~•· 

. _07 who 

' to 

, the: 

th 
tr to 1d$>.t1fy w!th an adequate, cro~,aA 

th tbe result ot his total inabil:t tY' to c 

th 

eoti 

't 
lt 

tot i.neo 

otnei'• 
ho: 
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as Mrs. Bradley gave birth to another child, 
the father unknowti. In the foste~ home b 
?-an away> four times and was diSlllissed f~o: 
school for hitting a young girl . 

This boy bas been g1 ven every opportunity to 
vehabil itate him.self, but refuses to cooperatt.11 
It is recommended ·that he return to the Nova 
ootia School for Boys on the warrant ot th. 

Minister ot Public Welfare. 

The :record is sparse in details, but the witel' 

feels t hat real effort was made to help this boy. Ho 

1ver b1 s behavior · was a scourge and a mystery to all 

those concerned w1 th bis welfare. Perhap referral 

to expert authority in understanding human behavior 

would have b app:ropria.te at this t1m~, so that a 

more oonst:ructive treatffi;ont plan could be realized, 

After his release fl"om the institution 
second tiino • Andrew was placed with bis 
grandr.:tother 1n Lunenburg. !hings 1-1ent 
along 11ell until. Februaey when he start 
stay1xig out late at night . He was also 
bullY1ng the younger children ill th 
ehool and fell in poor graoe with his 

teacher~ In April he \'ltlS not allowed to 
return to school., He ran away and cam 
to Be.litax to see bis tnotbet'. 

He later retu:rned to Lunenburg and con. 
tinued to remain there ror about a month. 
He was aeeused of breaking windows at 
,ehool I but no charges were laid., fh 

next report was that Andrew was living 
with the light house keeper on Lunenburg 
Rock. The light house keeper end his 

fe wanted to adopt him and sent in a 
fol'lll.al request to the Department ot 
Weltare. However Andrew l eft these 

eopl~ al'.ld went to l1ve with another 
old. ga1tleman 1n the comrnunitYJ he . 
stayed there only a short while and 
returned to his mother in Jialif~.. lt 
was requested that h.e again retu..rn to 
the Nova Scotia School for Boy 



6:. 

few m.onths later he wa& ~eleased trom th . 
,.,ova Scotia School .ror Boys to a new roster 
home 1n Truro, 

Tho writer believes that this boy was quit, 

incapable of living with1.n the limits set for him . 

during the :rehabilitation program. The reeord give 

a picture of a boy constantly wnn.ing away. His poor 

home en'Virorunentl With a total lack of adequate values 

and eontrQlSt left him with little direction and 'pu;rpos 

1n life. In this ease the wYi ter teals that social 

casework alone was not a sufficient resource in dealin.g 

'Wi. th this boy·• s problems. The matter or distance wa 

also an obstacle in .:f'o:rnu.ng a l'elationship, although 

there is no indication from the :record to show that th 

child ceuld p:rotit from such a x-elationship. 

Ernest Read, fifteen years ot ag.e, is1 perhaps. th 

type of lad who is most puzzling and frustrating to th 

atter oar~ officer. Despite close .su.pe:rvi.sion1 and a 

ood toste~ home, the rehabilitation progi-am fails. 

·nest t-tas ta.ken to his prospeoti v-e roster hom1 

before discharge., On discharge he was placed 
1n this home, as i~ was felt _that _ ht would 
get adeg_uate attention and artect1on. 



6; 
However 1 he reverted back to his old babi ts 
of lytng and stealing whic.h ne.eessi tated his 

oval from the h ome and was returned to 
the Nova Scotia Sehool to~ Boys. 

In this :ease 8.lso• where the behavior ot tb 

child is inexplicable to t .he social worker, other 

professional consultation is requi?-ed. In this par.­

tieular case Child Guidance Clinic rae1lit!es -oeuld b 

ot assistance in diagnosis and treatment. 

The writer concludes this chapter on after caf 

with the thought that more has to be done to help 

children meet the probl.ems, almost insurmountable to 

the delinquent, that must be faced on discharge f'J-om 

correctional institutions. It these problems are to 

be met and overcome, the child needs the strength and 

assurance or the casework relationship, and. the help 

that can only come when the community 1:ai a~e: of th 

ehild' 's diff'ieulties and is willing to ext®d understancl;, 

tng and help instead of 1ndiffe~eno~. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

fhi~ 

P»Obl.­

il?Jl'.llUQ1 t1, 

hft'\'t, 

pa.-e,.t wants tos­
at the eo1Dl11Uni -e,, 

l 
John Dtw•l"• 

1 t part of a aroup study on th __ 

le del1nau.en.ey in the gi,eate~ Bal.if, 

any other aa,peots ot ~elln1ttent 

·,vailable. to than, not tn. 
oun upon in co~panion 

In tlt!s s.tudy the wr1te bas viewed the social 

part ot the eoneot1on semov, 

~ion to leading authorlti · 

correctional eoe1a1 w~k. !h 

by tb1 

, Thei-... , 

-tel' for rnor 

.. ppe.rent n_ 

ity 

ma ttrial . Where the reCQ»dln 

or not centered on the child, the w,.,:t te~ 

questions the quality of ~e:-v1ee rendered. It indlcat 

9typ1ns rathe~ than a pa~tieule~ stud,y at each 

l. 
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1n4lvidual eh!.ld. lnadeQ.uate recQl'dJ.Dg. also cau. 

disruption in the r-ehabilitative ptoeess with a chan 

of WOR~K~ 

th• w,ttel' attempted to ehow that theite 1_ 

o real eontl1ct to so·cial work tunctiot11n 

onect:Lonal aetting., Fro11J this study t, 

·iter finda that the autbod.tJ' of the court can atd 

the sod.al · work aspects. ln two wa1u• fir«", 

-....omes .ln con~c~ w.ith the social wrker 

on 

1n. 

... ld to 1'mctf.on l11.thin apec1t1e lirnits • h 

t Ui enabling the' child to be-com• 

pat1c1pant 1n l'lls renab111tation, Will 

. •a-r-aa depend otJ. the skill 

l"ge 

the sooi 

• 
:1 ivid.ct l ,oth in the 

,p 

trequ 

de11n prooa.t1 

•'-'~uvw er eontaot 

iews with tb­

cn1ldren tber 

l~g..ug 

pr¢1.Ya ti on 

health1 

1'atn1·11 t 

• eontact 

tt1tud 

le at th 

the ;eoordJ while w:Lth 

·e@en"t, zt th 

ac:.cepted;, the ca 

oeial '\«l:rk•z and 

mean· toster1n, 

f.U':t-.u.J.®Qnt child and. 

tuJ.tilling the 
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i 

juv-~ ... 1;1 

,t 

,, »• ha 

' &)6 

ln · t 

relationship• tr 
•the1'-.d.se little prog•, 

_ts of the probation ottic•1:0t 

1,rt ot desired goal.~. 

¢ 

t1 ~ommunitYt Ol' 

ltH .ould b 

into tlte t~~~-­

.t, 

aan ot ch chilu.-. 

"_ ,t 

1,1 

1nsUtuti 

1s a need tor 

_tted, not 

or <:!UJ.dr'E!n with bebarto 

lost 1 

e ..... 

lim1tat1 1 

if . 

choola, the police, 

,tion~ . ~11 

. oup, the writer toun.1 

int 

:h114 i~ 

1.rvi (! !;1'. 

or 

• 

taet W1tb 

-Ul:r 

.t1t1 
~------ .-......_-....:-. . 

o_ 

tb 

$ . 

11 

wttht 

iS'ft'f\.,..,..tation both t 



the IllO 

peut!',; . 

,9 

overnm.ent so ,t dtal p!'Og 

mte~ tound that nost ot the 14:t'erl o 

ion had. less than a m1n1 , ""d.tquat· 

th the 

t the contcmt 

oh ot th_ 

re ott1c•~, and fo -~ 

aot ther~ 

l reflect 
~,..,;,:, ot tb the dittlculttes, he 

count 

reeling~. 

to. 

thi 

, ng, rather than th• chili 

ttitactes, ps7ch°"'"'ao01al 

r 1 

ral s to the Child GU1d 

~nn t ed • f o a 1 

can De ~trib\lted to ine nee 

!he Unit~ States Chil.4i"en• _ ~- ~-- _ ~ _ __ _ 
l 

load ot thirty tor an after care officer,, 

~uvenil e dt1J.n11,Utnta in t:­
"'t ti-

fl' 

,d SG' 

ttons can 
by- ethod int 

in the OVel!"aJ.l p 

d 

• 
QJ:'t-

' 
as• 
tll• 

;ff. 

• 

juiventle delinquent,, both Within Bfld outeide of th 

5a~ 

+z 



tution, 

U~ll1~t;t 

?o 
geats that g,eattr 

--• of the spec! 

-, and. sine• these skills 8.1"1 

of 

of 

it i 

14Q1'k . 

ing people to more ade'}\lat• soe1al tunc-tton.1. 

the t>Ut1>ostve relat!on$Mp with clients that 

or enphas.iq .. 

writer believ(fs that soe-1.al workers in tb• 

t1ff 

( 

,oc1 

identit)ing t: 

authority. 8 

post graduat 

.ucation, with pa.Jtticular 

tions. for this fteld., Correct!Oli __ 

djust to the special demand 

t 
in oor1tections, 

alls for social ttork 

soctal wor 

wno are not 

kos oY' group wo~k•r•• 'CSU 

Viti ., connnutlities, !he need ts tor well 

_ot;-k who c ktlowlt-dge of casework 

~ ·~,ot obscured their un4erstand!Jlg ot SJ'OUP dy.nam1c 

1al mUi•u trom lfh.tch their ell_ 

comet or their respons1b111 t-y tor: social actlo-""• 

The wri. t,r 1s aware that this is- th• philoiophr 

behind pl-esent 4ay social work educatio t 1s1 the 

Implications t<>:r the, i'itld' of' 
§og_:uu, 1Ct;\S6:lQ!Js, fol . XLl, No~ l, 



2en®1c 

-~ 
11. 

arou~v~r~, ·and eonJX?lUni ty organi rauon tQ 

d.o requ.i;eme-nts. of any soct 

swever 0,~et:al a\ltho'-"1 t1 es beUove that 

th! $ t.vo..&.,UJ,. fic1ent to prQVil_ 
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SECTION I 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E, 

F. 

G. 

H, 

SCHEDULE FOR READING RECORDS 
AT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

IDENI'IFYING INFORMATION 

~= 
Date of Birth: 

Race1 

Religions 

~al._ G'l.lEl.rdian Qf _Child: 

Home Address: 

Date of Opening of Case: 

Status as of March ~lst 1 1260: 

Probation __ _ Institution ----
I. Social Service Index Clearance: Yes 

If~ list agencies registered, with dates: 

After-Care 

No 



SECTION II BACKGROUND HISTORY 

A. Fa.mily. 

1. Father: 
• 

a. Name 

b. Date of Birth 

C • Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 

g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k. Date of Death 

2. Mother: 

a. Name Maiden Name · 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 



- --- ---- - -·------- - -----

- 2 -

g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k. Date of Death 

3. Siblings (List each separately if possible. If not give any 
general information about siblings.) 

a. Na.me 

b. Sex 

c. Date of Birth 

d. Place of Birth 

e. Religion 

f. Race 

g. Marital Status (married name also for females) 

h. Education 

1. Present Occupation 

j. Income 

k. Other Significant Information 

- - ----, 



- --- ---- - ----------- - - - - -

- 3 -

1. Date of Death 

B. Changes of Residence of Child 

1. Own Home Place ])3.tes 

2 • Foster Home :Place Dates 

3. Relatives' Home Place Dates 

4. Institution (Name) Place Dates 



- 4 -

C. Mobility of Family. (Give addresses, length of residence, reasons 
for moving.) 

D. I:)escri,Etion of home. 

1. Type of dwelling 

2. Number of rooms 

3. Number of people in home 

4. Owned Rented Free 

5. Facilities (bathroom, toilet, hot wa t er, etc.) 

6. Worker's impression of home: 

E. Contacts with other Agencies faates and details ) 



SECTION III PSYCHIATRIC REPORT 

A. First Psychiatric Report Received by Agency. 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at wh:ich child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

J. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

5. Digest of report plus summary 

B. Later psychiatric report~ (record individually) 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at which child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom ma.de 

b. Reason for referral 



SECTION IV PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORT 

A. Fi~st~Psychological Report Received by Agency 

1. Date of Report 

2. Psychologist 

3. Referral to psychologist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 
I 

I 

I 

4. I. Q. I I 
5. Name of I. Q. test 

6. Projective and personality tests used 

7. Summary of findings 

B. Later Psychological Reports (list each separately as above) 



ll!tlllllltllUmnnn 

SECTION V DEVELOPMENI'AL HISTORY 

A. §ignificant Information about Birth and Early Development. 

B. Symptoms of Emotional Disturbance. (Give age of occurrence and 
methods of dealing with symptom.) 



- ---- --- ------- -- --·- - --- - -

- 2 -

C. Behaviour Problems. (Give ages of occurrence and methods used in 
dealing with problem including court appearances and probation with 

dates.) 

1. Stealing 

2. Truancy 

3. Lying 

4. Running away from home 

5. Vandalism 

6. Assault 

7. Cruelty to: a. children 

b. animals 

8. Sexual offences 



- 3 -

9. Drinking 

10. Illegal use of drugs 

11. Incorrigibility 

12 • Profanity 

13. Breaking of curfew law 

14. Others 

D. Social Development. (Indicate age where significant) 

1. Relationships: 

a. Parents (specify mother and father) 

b. Siblings 

c. Peers 



---- - ----- --

- 4 -

d. Girls 

e. Teachers 

f. Clergymen 

g. other adults 

2. Social Activities: 

a. Organized activities (indicate whether sponsored as 
educational, church or social) 

b. Informal activities 

c. Gang activities (details of composition of gang) 

i. age 

ii. sex 

iii. size 

l 



- 5 -

iv. race 

E. Parental Handling. (State whether father and/or mother or parental 
substitutes.) 

1. Discipline: overstrict moderate ____ ; lax ___ _ 

2. Consistency of handling: consistent ___ _ inconsistent 

3. Methods: 

4. Parental attitudes : 



- 6 -

F. Physical Description of Child at time of opening of case. 

G. Later Comments of Significance about Physical Appearance. (Give dates) 

H. Religious Activity 

1. Does child attend Church: regularly 

not at all 

2. Details of religious activities andattitudes. 

sometimes 



SECTION VI MEDICAL HISTORY 

(If report negative indicate __ _ and do not complete) 

A. Significant Childhood Diseases (give dates) 

B. Ph..ysical Handicaps (indicate treatment) 

C. Hereditary or Familial Illnesses 

1. Child 

2. Family 

D. Hospitalization Prior to Opening of Case (give dates) 

1. Operations 

2. Accidents 

3. Other 

E. Reports from other Medical Resources of Contacts Prior to Opening 
of Case 

1. Department of Public Health 

2. Mental Hospitals 
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F. Reports of Medical Examinations after Opening of Case. (State 
findings and recommendations.) 

G. Details of Medical Treatment after Opening of Case 



SECTION VII SCHOOL RECORD 

A. As of Time of Opening of Case 

1. Age at entering school 

2. Age on leaving school and reason 

3. Schools attended 

4. Grade attained, academic standing, grades repeated and progress. 

5. School adjustment: excellent 

good ____ ; fair ____ ; poor 

General comments: 

6. Attendance: good . 
-------' 

7. Deportment: satisfactory 

(Give details) 

poor 

very good ______ ; 

unsatisfactory ___ _ 

8. Participation in extra-curricular activities (give details). 

9. Child's expressed attitude towards school. 
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B. Later Information about School Record. (give dates) 

I I 

l 

' 



SECTION VIII EMPLOYMENT 

A. Full Time 

1~ Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

4. Earnings: hourly ___ _ 

5. Reasons for leaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

daily , , 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

B. Part-Time 

l. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

weekly------• 

4. Nature of employment: after school ____ ; weekend _ ; 

summer ____ ; other casual 

5. Earnings: hourly ____ ; 

6. Reasons for l eaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

daily ____ ; weekly ____ • 

b. Work performance- unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left · voluntarily (details) 



No. of Offense 

SECTION IX LEGAL ASPECTS 

(Fill in new section for each court appearance) 

A. Legislation (under which charged) 

Date of charge 

1. Education Act 

2. Juvenile Delinquent Act 

3. Child Welfare Act 

4. Any Municipal Ordinance 

5. Criminal Code 

B. Type of Offense (give details) 

1. Break - entry 

2. Assault 

3. Truancy 

4. Theft 

5. Curfew 
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6. Vandalism (specify) 

7. Sex offenses 

8. Incorrigibility 

9. Vagrancy 

10. Other 

c. :tme of Court 

1-.. Juvenile 

2:-. Magistrate . 
3. other 

D. Complainant 

1. Police 

2. Attendance Off:i:cer 

3. Parents 

4. Citizens 
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5. Social Agency 

6. other 

E. Legal Representation (give recommendations) 

1. Crown 

2. Defense 

F. Disposition of case 

1. Temporary Suspension 

2. Commitment to Director 

3. Probation 

4. After-care 

5. Commitment to Institution 

6. Dismissal 



SECTION X PROBATION 

Period of probation: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete a separate section X for each period on probation) 

A. Date of Court Hearing 

B. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (note with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included 

a. Family background Yes No 

b. Family relationships Yes No 

c. School Yes No 

d, Youth groups Yes No 

e. Church Yes No 

4. Recommendation of probation officer 
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C. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 

3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during temporary probation 

D. Conditions of Probation 

1. Temporary (give length) or outright 

2. Restitution (details) 

3. Fine 

4. Reporting (give details of frequency, place and time) 

5. Obedience to parents 

6. Observance of curfew (details) 

7, School attendance 

8. Geographical limits (details) 

9. Separation from gang (details) 

10. Other 
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E. Nature of Probation Service 

1. Number of contacts by Probation Officer 

a. child 

b. mother 

c. father 

d. both parents 

e. other 

2. Type of contact 

a. casework (summary of content) 

b. law enforcement 

c. routine 

3. Attitudes toward probation (substantiate) 

a. child 

b. parents 
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F. Violation of Probation 

1. Nature of violation 

2. Number of times probation violated 

J. Corrective measures 

G. Termination of Probation 

1. Date of termination 

2. Criteria for termination 

a. satisfactory behaviour 

b. moved from area 

c. age 

d. commitment to institution (give details) 

e. Others 

H. Use of Community Resources for Evaluation 

1. Psychiatric services (name) 

2. Psychological services (name) 

J. Police 

4. School (truant officer, etc.) 

5. Social agencies 
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6. Others 

I. Effect of ·Court Procedure on Child 

J. Use of Authority (punitive, etc.) 

l. By judge 

2. By probation officer 



SECTION XI 

Period in Institution: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

INSTITUTIONAL CARE 

(Complete a separate section XI for each period of care in institution) 

A. Name of Institution 

B. Date of Commitment 

C. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included: 

a. family background Yes No --
b. family relationships Yes No 

c. school Yes No 

d. youth groups Yes No 

e. church Yes No 

4. Recommendations of social worker (probation officer or other) 

D. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 
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3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during probation 

E. Child's Progress in Institution (give details and dates where 
appropriate) 

1. Adjustment to institutional setting and program 

2. Relationships: 

a. Staff 

b. Peers 

3. Treatment plans and progress 

a. Casework 

b. Psychiatric 

c. Counselling (other than by social worker) 

F , Contacts with Parents (date and content) 

1. By child 



l!l!lllllllllllllllf 
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2. By institution 

3. Other 

G. Treatment of Parents (date and details) 

1. Casework 

2. Psychiatric 

3. Other 

H. Contacts with Community (date and content) 

1. Child's contacts 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Recreation 

d. Individuals in community 



- 4 -

e. Other 

2. After-care officer's contacts 

a. Relatives 

b. School 

c. Clergy 

d. Other 

I. Discharge 

1. Recommendations and dates 

2. Reasons for delaying discharge 

a. By institution 

b. By after-care officer 

c. Other 

3. Date of discharge 

4. Terms of discharge (include place) 



SECTION XII AFTER-CARE 

Period of after-care: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete a separate section XII for each period of after-care) 

A. Name of After-Care Officer 

B. Preparation by After-Care Officer 

1. Child 

a. Dates of interviews 

b. Where interviews were held 

c. Nature of preparation (casework services) 

2. Parents or Substitute Parents 

a. Contact with: (give dates if possible and content) 

i. Mother 

ii. Father 

iii. Both parents 

iv. Relative 

v. Guardian 

b. Method 

i. Interview (state .where held) 

ii. Telephone 
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iii. Letter 

3. Community (state purpose and results if given) 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Work: 

i. employer 

ii. N. E. S. 

d. Poli.ca 

e. Clubs 

f. Other 

c. Selection for Discharge 

1. Date of recommendation 

2 • By whom made 

3. Basis of recommendation 

4. Suggestions and recommendations for discharge plans 



D. 

- 3 -

After-Care Services (following discharge) 

1. Place to which discharged 

a. home 

b. foster home 

c. relatives 

d. other 

2. Plan of treatment (verbatim) 

3. Casework Services 

a. Child 

i. Dates of interviews (or number of interviews 
during stated period) 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Child's attitude and co-operation 

iv. Parole violation and method of handling 

b. Parents or Foster parents 
(Give dates of interviews if available) 

i. Mother 

Father 



- 4 -

Both parents 

Relative 

Guardian 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Pa.rents' attitude and co-operation 

c. Community 
(State dates, purpose and results of interviews) 

i. School 

ii. Church 

iii. Work 

Employer 

N. E. S. 

iv. Police 

v. Clubs 

vi. Other 

-----; 
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D. Final Evaluation 

1. Child's adjustment and use of service 

2. Parents' use of service 



SECTION XII RECORDING 

A. Types of Recording 

1. Narrative 

a. Summarized (periodic) Yes No 

b. Chronological Yes No 

2. Social History Yes No 

Does it contain: 

a. Developmental history Yes No 

b. Social functioning Yes No 

c. Psychological status Yes -- No 

d. Religious affiliation and 
activity Yes No 

e. Economic status Yes No 

f. Attitude of family towards 
child Yes No 

g. Recommendations of worker Yes No 

3. Summaries 

a. Summary of impression of child 
at time of opening of case Yes No 

b. Periodic summary in narrative Yes No 

c. Transfer summary Yes No 

d. Closing summary including Yes No 

i. identification of 
treatment used Yes No 

ii. present status of case Yes No 

iii. prognosis Yes No 

iv. reasons for closing case Yes No 

4. Reports 

a. School report Yes No 

b. Psychiatric report Yes No 

c. Psychological report Yes No 
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5. Documents 

a. Copy of commitment paper 

b. Notice of settlement 

c. Copy of discharge paper 

d. Other 

6. Correspondence 

a. Letters to agency from 

i. social agencies 

ii. child 

iii. relatives 

iv, others (specify) 

b. Letters from agency to 

i. social agencies 

ii. child 

iii. relatives 

iv. others (specify) 

c. Filing of letters 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

i. inter-leafed with text Yes 

ii. filed at end of record Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

d. Dated notation in text with brief account of letter content. 

Yes No 

e. Inclusion of sundry correspondence 

i. greeting cards 

ii. appointment letters 

iii. other (specify) 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

f. Inclusion of inter-office administrative communicat ions. 

Yes No 



- 3 - l 
B. Content of Rec_Qrdj_pg 

1. Psycho-social diagnosis Yes No 

a. Date of diagnosis 

b. Was it reaffirmed Yes No 

c. Was it changed Yes No 

2. Treatment Plan 

a. Date of initial treatment plan 

b. Goa.ls Yes No 

c. Evaluation of strengths and 
weaknesses Yes No 

d. Use of social worker Yes No 

e. Use of other resources Yes No 

3. Evaluation of Client-Worker Relationship Yes No 

4. Social Worker's activit y (other than with client) 

a. Case conferences Yes No 

b. Community contacts by: 

i. interview Yes No 

ii. letter Yes No 

iii. telephone Yes No 

iv. other ( specify) 

c. Prognosis 

1. Stated Yes No 

2. Date when recorded: 

3. Location in record: 

D. Currency of Recording 

1. Number of interviews recorded 
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2. Total length of recording 

3. Period of time covered by recording 

4. Length of periods covered by summarized recording 



SECTION XIV 
RESEARCHER I S COMMENTS 

A. Evaluation of Record. Compare this record to the other case records 
which you have read at the D.P.W. and rate it, with respect to 

content, as: 

More complete 
than average 

Average Less complete 
than average 

B. Specific Areas of Value. Does this record have particularly signifi­
cant or complete material in relation to: 

1. Legal aspects 

2. Use of authority 

3. The recidivist 

4. Therapeutic aspects of institutional care 

5. Psychiatric evaluation 

6. Family relationships 

7. Family background 

8. Community attitudes 

9. Criteria for after-care and parole 

10. The social worker and the delinquent 

11. Siblings of delinquents 

12. Boy under 12 and his needs 

13. Adolescent and his needs 

14. Girl and her needs 

15. The team approach 

16. Recording 

17. Other 

C. 1. Name of researcher 

2. Date 

3. Length of time involved in reading record 
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SCHEDULE FOR READING RECORDS AT 
NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOL FOR BOYS (revised). 

Number of this Admission& 

Total Number of Admissions1 

SECTION I IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 

A. Name: 

B. Date of Birth: 

o. Race: 

D. R~l!gion: 

E. Date of Admission to N.s.s.:e._: 

F. Date of Discharge: 

G. Legal Reasons for Commitment: 

I 

H. Legal Settlement: 

I. Social Service Record: Yes No 



SECTION II BACKGROUND HISTORY 

A. Family. 

1. Father: 

a. Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 

g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k . Date of Death 

2. Mother: 

a. Name Maiden Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 
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g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k. Date of Death 

3. Siblings (List each separately if possible. If not give any 
general information about siblings.) 

a. Name 

b. Sex 

c. Date of Birth 

d. Place of Birth 

e. Religion 

f. Race 

g. Marital Status (married name also for females) 

h. Education 

i. Present Occupation 

j. Income 

k. Other Significant Information 
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1. Date of Death 



B. Changes of Residence. 

1. Own Home 

2. Foster Home 

3. Relatives' Home 

4. Institution (Name) 

- 4 -

Place 

Place 

Place 

Place 

Dates 

Dates 

Dates 

Dates 

C. Other Significant Background Information. (Include reasons for 
commitment.) 

--



SECTION III PSYCHIATRIC REPORT 

A. First Psychiatric Report Received by Institution. 

1, Clinic, Hospital or other Place at which child was seen. 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

5. Digest of report plus summ9.ry 

B. Later psychiatric reports (record individually) 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at which child was seen. 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4- Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 



-G -



SECTION IV PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORT 

A. First Psychological Report Received by Institution. 

1. Date of Report 

2. Psychologist 

3. Referral to psychologist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

4. I. Q. 

5. Name of I. Q. test 

6. Projective and personality tests used 

?. Summary of findings 

B, Later Psychological Reports (list each separately as above) 
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SECTION V DEVELOPMENI'AL HISTORY 

A. Significant Information about Birth and Early Development. 

, 

B. Symptoms of Emotional Disturbance. (Give age of occurrence and 
methods of dealing with symptom.) 
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C. Behaviour Problems. (Give ages of occurrence and methods used in 
dealing with problem including court appearances and probation with 

dates.) 

1. Stealing 

2. Truancy 

3. Lying 

4. Running away from home 

5. Vandalism 

6. Assault 

7. Cruelty to : a. children 

b. animals 

8. Sexual offences 



- ") 
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9, Drinking 

10. Illegal use of drugs 

11. Incorrigibility 

12. Profanity 

13. Breaking of curfew law 

14, Others 

D. Social Development. (Indicate age where significant) 

1. Relationships: 

a. Parents (specify mother and father) 

b. Siblings 

c. Peers 
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d. Girls 

e. Teachers 

f. Other adults 

2. Social Activities: 

a. Organized activities 

b. Informal activities 

c. Gang activities (details of composition of gang) 

i. age 

ii. sex 

iii. size 
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iv. race 

E. Parental Handling. (State whether father and/or mother or parental 
substitutes.) 

1. Discipline: overstrict ___ _ moderate lax ____ • 

2. Consistency of handling: consistent ___ _ inconsistent ---

3. Methods: 

4. Parental attitudes: 



SECTION VI :MEDICAL HISTORY 

(If report negative indicate ___ and do not complete.) 

A. Significant Childhood Diseases (give dates) 

B. Physical Handicaps 

C. Hereditary or Familial Illnesses 

1. Child 

2. Family 

D. Hospitalization Prior to Admission (give dates) 

1. Operations 

2. Accidents 

3. Other 

E. Reports from other Medical Resources Prior to Admission 

1. Department of Public Heal th 

2. Mental Hospitals 
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J. General Hospitals 

4. Clinics 

F. Significant Findings from Medical Examination at Admission 

G. Required or Recommended Medical Care 

H. Details of Medical Treatment While Boy is at Institution (give dates) 



SECTION VII SCHOOL RECORD 

A. Prior to Commitment 

1. Age at entering school 

2. Age on leaving school and reason 

3. Schools attended 

4. Grade attained, academic standing, grades repeated and progress. 

5. School adjustment: excellent __ _ very good ____ ; 

good ____ ; fair ____ ; poor ____ • 

General comments: 

6. Attendance: good ___ ; poor __ _ 

7. Deportment: satisfactory ___ _ unsatisfactory ___ • 

8. Participation in extra-curricular activities (give details). 

B. At Institution 

1. Grade on admission 

2. Adjustment to new school situation (include information from 
periodic reports). 
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3. Grade on leaving institution. 

4. Vocational training (details). 



SECTION VIII EMPLOYMENT 

A. Full Time 

1. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

J. Length of periods of employment 

4. Earnings: hourly ___ _ daily ____ ; weekly ____ • 

5. Reasons for leaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

e. Admission to N.S.S.B . 

B. Part-Time 

1. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

J. Length of periods of employment 

4. Nature of employment: after school __ _ 

summer ____ ; other casual ___ _ 

5. Earnings: hourly ___ _ daily ____ ; 

6. Reasons for l eaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

e. Admission to N.S.S.B. 

weekend 

weekly ___ _ 



SECTION IX ADJUSTMENT TO INSTITUTION 

A. Staff's Initial Impressions (give details) 

B. Relationships (give details) 

1. With authorities 

2. With peer group 

C. Participation in Institutional Program (include any indication of 
boy's attitude towards program) 

1. Sports 

2. Youth groups 

3. Manual training 

4. Spiritual 

5. Other (specify) 
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D. Maintenance of Former Relationships 

1. Number of visits (give dates if pos sible) 

a. Family: 

i. Both parents 

ii. Father alone 

iii. Mother alone 

iv. Sibling(s) (give names) 

b. Friends (names and dates or number of visits) 

c. Profess ional visit s (specify person and date) 

2. Correspondence: 
Frequent Occasional 

a. Received 

b. Sent 

3. Personal contacts with community (details) 

a. Group 

b. Individual 

None 
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E. Recorded Evaluations of Adjustment 
(Write out chronologically, giving date, name and function of person 
making evaluation and summarize content.) 

F. Comments on and Examples of Behaviour. 



SECTION X DISCHARGE 

A. Reasons for Discharge (copy verbatim) 

B. Preparation of the Boy 

1. Counselling 

a. By whom? 

b. Duration of period of preparation 

c. Number of interviews 

2. Home Visits (give dates if available) 

C. Attitudes of Boy toward Discharge (copy verbatim) 

D. Discharge Plans 

1. By Institution 

2. By After-Care Officer (indicate if discharge refused) 

E. Prognosis (quote from record) 
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F. Recommendations 



SECTION XI CONTACTS WITH SOCIAL WORKER 

A. Referrals (give dates, reasons and plan) 

B. Interviews 

1. Dates of interviews or indication of number of interviews. 

2. Summary of content of interviews. 

3. Final evaluation 



SECTION XII RECORDING 

A. Social Work Record 

Indicate whether the following data are taken from: 

Separate social service record 

Social worker's recording in unit record 

Does the social work record contain: 

1. Narrative: 

a. Summarized (periodic) 

b. Chronological 

2. Social History: 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Give name and position of worker submitting history 

Does the history contain: 

a . developmental history Yes 

b. social functioning Yes 

c. psychological status Yes 

d. phys ical stat-c .. s Yes 

e. religious affilia ,~· i0'1 and 
activity Yes 

f. economic status Yes 

g . attitude of family towards boy Yes 

h. recommendations of social worker Yes 

3. Summaries in the narrative: 

a. Periodic summary Yes 

b. Closing summary Yes 
including: 

i. identification of treatment used Yes 

ii. present status of case Yes 

No 

No -----
No ---
No -----

No 

No ---
No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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iii. prognosis 

iv. reason for closing case 

Content of Social Work Recording 

1. Psycho-Social Diagnosis 

a. Date of diagnosis 

b. Was it reaffirmed 

C • Was it changed 

2. Treatment Plan 

a. Date of initial treatment plan 

b. Goals 

c. Evaluation of strengths and 
weaknesses 

d. Use of institution 

e. Use of social worker 

f. Use of other resources 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

3. Evaluation of Client-Worker Relationship Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

4. Social Worker's activity (other than with client) 

a . Case conferences Yes No 

b. Community contacts by: 

i. interview Yes No 

ii. letter Yes No 

iii. telephone Yes No 

iv. other (specify) 

5. Prognosis 

a. Stated Yes No 

b. Date when recorded: 

c. Location in record: 
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C. Currency of Social Work Recording 

1. Number of interviews recorded 

2. Total length of recording 

3. Period of time covered by recording 

4. Length of periods covered by summarized recording 

D. Unit Record: does it contain 

1. Reports 

a. School report Yes No 

b. Psychiatric report Yes No 

c. General progress report Yes No 

2. Documents 

a. Commitment paper Yes No 

b. Notice of settlement Yes No 

c. Entry paper Yes No 

d . Release paper Yes No 

e. Discharge paper Yes No 

f. Other (specify) Yes No 

3. Correspondence 

a. Letters to institution from 

i. social agencies Yes No 

ii. relatives Yes No 

iii. others (specify) 

b. Letters from institution to 

i. social agencies Yes No 

ii. relatives Yes No 

iii. others (specify) 
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c. Filing of letters 

i. inter-leafed with text 

ii. filed at end of record 

Yes 

Yes 

d. Inclusion of sundry correspondence 

i. greeting cards 

ii. appointment letters 

iii. other (specify) 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

e. Inclusion of inter-office administrative communications 

Yes No 



SECTION XIII RESEARCHER'S COMMENTS 

A. Evaluation of Recor~~ Compare this record to the other case records 
which you have read at the N.S.S.B. and rate it, with respect to 
content, as: 

More comphite 
than average 

Average Less complete ____ _ 
than average 

B. Specific Areas of Value. Does this record have particularly signifi­
cant or complete material in relation to: 

1. Legal aspects 

2. Use of authority 

3. The recidivist 

4. Therapeutic aspects of institutional care 

5. Psychiatric evaluation 

6. Family r elationships 

7. Family background 

8. Community attitudes 

9. Criteria for after-care and parole 

10. The social worker and the delinquent 

11. Siblings of delinquents 

12. Boy under 12 and his needs 

13. Adolescent and his needs 

14. The team approach 

15. Recording 

16. ,Other 

C. 1. Name of researcher 

2. 

3. 

~ 

Date 

Length of time involved in reading record 
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