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ATLANTIC

WRAPUP

The race in Canadian university foot-
ball saw four more teams fall by the way-
side last Saturday, as berths in the Atlan-
tic Bowl and Churchill Bowls were
claimed.

The Atlantic Bowl will be a rematch
of the 1990 Vanier Cup as the Huskies
from Saskatchewan will face their name-
sakes from Saint Mary’s. The eastern
Huskies secured their eighth appearance
in the last nine editions of the Maritime
fall classic with a 60-14 pounding of
Acadia in the Atlantic Universities Foot-
ball Conference championship.

Saint Mary’s raced out to a 33-0
halftime lead and never looked back,
racking up 356 yards and five touch-
downs rushing before 4,500 fans at Husk-
ies Stadium. Rookie tailback David
Bottrill led the way for SMU with 128
yards on 21 carries plus a pair of touch-
downs.

Acadia’s Larry Jusdanis spearheaded
the Axemen attack completing 19 of 41
pass attempts for 274 yards and a touch-
down. Steve McLaughlin was the top re-
ceiver for either side with six catches for
91 yards.

(.

At Saskatoon, the western Huskies
built up a 24-10 halftime cushion and
cruised past the defending Canada West
champion Calgary Dinosaurs 34-17.
Third-string quarterback Rich Gabruch,
who doubles as the starting punter, threw
for over 300 yards and two touchdowns.

The last time these two teams met,
Saskatchewan defeated SMU 24-21. The
western Huskies last appeared in the
Atlantic Bowl in 1991, losing to Mount
Allison 31-14.

At Waterloo, Ontario, the Mustangs,
who were forced to play the game on the
road because of recruiting violations,
edged the Wilfred Laurier Golden Hawks
38-36 in overtime. Frank Jagas’ field goal
late in the second half of OT claimed the
victory for the Mustangs. Western trailed
23-15 with under a minute remaining in
regulation time but scored and got a two-
point conversion to set up the extra ses-
sion.

At Montreal, the Gaiters won their
first Ontario-Quebec Intercollegiate Foot-
ball Conference title since 1990, downing
the McGill Redmen 14-7. Both teams
were coming off upset wins with Bish-
op’s ousting fifth ranked Ottawa 29-20
and McGill coming from behind to knock
off defending OQIFC champ Concordia
21-17 in semi-final play.

The Churchill Bowl will put the
OUAA champion University of Western
Ontario Mustangs against the Bishop’s
Gaiters. The Gaiters will host the Mus-
tangs in Lennoxville, Quebec on Satur-
day. The Churchill Bowl will be televised
nationally on TSN, starting at 3pm.

e d 1hose Other Huskies

A ook At coacH Brian TowRiss AND THE BEST FROM THE WEST. Do THEY
HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? | BY IMRaN Aowami -

On October 8th, 1994, third year
quarterback, Brent Schneider threw for
eight touch down passes against the UBC
Thunderbirds in a little over three quar-
ters. This broke the record set by Saint
Mary’s Bill Robinson in 1973 for touch
downs in a single game which stood at
seven. The Saskatchewan Huskies won
the game 70-17, as Brent completed 23 of
29 passes for 443 yards.

Aweek later, the 25 year old native of
Saskatchewan made headlines again as
he injured himself against Calgary. Most
likely, he will be out for the season with
a ligament tear in his knee but don’t tell
him that.

Schneider has not given up on this
season as yet. He still has hopes to come
back if Saskatchewan carries its momen-
tum right through to the Vanier Cup. “it’s
gonna come down to what the surgeons
say...I've progressed really well and hope
to come back...its been done before”.

Rookie Colin Rioux finished the game
against Calgary in which Schneider sus-
tained the injury. The story, however, gets
more interesting when starting punter
Rich Gabruch steps into the picture. A
starting punter who came to the team in
1989 as a third string quarterback but had
left to pursue other ambitions. Now back
as a first string punter, he was unexpect-
edly thrust into the starting position of
quarterback and led the Huskies to vic-
tory against Manitoba the following
game.

Schneider, who threw for 2,344 yards
in 1993 as the nation’s leader in scoring
was well on his way to another 2000 yard
passing season with 1882 yards and 21
touch down’s. For his brilliant perform-
ance this year, Brent is again selected as
the conference all-star
quarterback and Hec
Creighton nominee as the
most outstanding player
in the CIAU.

Schneider started last
year as well but says this
is a more experienced
team they are playing
with this year, “In ‘92 we
were all first year players,
last year everybody
wasn't really sure what
roles they fit in to...we
didn’tlose alot of players
this year and just got one
year better.”

Eleventh year coach
Brian Towriss feels the
same way, “we’re young
but we have enough

with impressive rushing totals, Morrie
also doubled as a receiver amassing 400
yards off 26 catches.

- The Huskies this year are by no means
inexperienced or untalented. Saskatch-
ewan lost all four games last year by
seven points or less in recording a 3-4-1
record to miss the playoffs. This year (6-
2), the west is sending an experienced

and well prepared all-star laden squad
with ten in total. Nine all-stars from the
players roster while the head coach, Brian
Towriss taking the coach of the year
honors.

The big question mark for the Atlan-
tic Bowl will be if Punter/quarterback,
Rich Gabruch will be able to carry this
team to the Vanier Cup on his inexperi-
enced shoulders? Will Brent Schneider
perhaps return? or will the rookie
quarterback Colin Rioux or running back
Morrie Norsten play the hero of 1994?

Your guess is as good as mine, all I
knowis I pick the Huskies to win the At-
lantic Bowl this year and that’s a guar-
antee!!

Can Rich Gabruch lead the Saskatchewan Huskies to the Vanier Cup in the absence of

all star quarterback Brent Schneider?

experience...everyone
pretty much expected us
to do something this

Also pacing the Sas-
katchewan squad is Run-
ning back Morrie Norsten
who finished seventh in
the country in overall
scoring and fourth in to-
tal rushing yards. Norsten
totalled 864 yards on 129
carries and amassed sixty-
six points in the process.

“Norsten is the heart
and soul of this team and
the toughest runner we
have...he’s not big but is
exceptionally fast.” Along
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These four behemoths - who check in
at an average of 6’3" and 255 Ibs. - are as
aggressive as they come on the football
field. As they would readily admit, there
is no room for pacifists once you step on
that field.

“You've got to want it every play,”
noted Tom Fleet, a second-team all-Ca-
nadian in 1993 and the only Nova Scotia-
born player on the front four. “Physically
you've got to be dominating. When you
get on the line you have to exert all of
your physical prowess. Everything you
have, you've got to give it.”

“The defensive line has to be a leader
for the whole defence,” added Sandor
Kardos, in his first season as a starter and
third overall in the maroon-and-white.
“That’s where the tempo is set. If you do
your job on the defensive line, then the
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have to defeat your blocker and then go
on and hit a quarterback or a running
back.”

Do you get the feeling there’s a little
bit to do with violence here?

“The d-line is the most violent posi-
tion on the whole team since you have
to throw people around and get to the
quarterback,” offered Kardos.

“You've got to be ready to break at
any moment,” according to Fleet. As for
what goes on in Fleets mind during these
moments, “You get intensely angry, yet
you’re having fun. Sometimes you feel
like you want to rip the guy’s head off
but then you have to realize you've gotta
wait 25 seconds until they snap the ball.”

The Huskies wunderwent a
housecleaning of sorts on defence, as a
new line coach (Roger Dietrich - a former

“ The d-line is the most violent position on
the whole team since you have to throw
people around and get to the quarterback.”

Sandor Cardos, Deferisive Tackle

linebackers can make the tackles. If I get
blown off the line, the linebackers get
sealed off and the quarterback has got all
day to complete his pass.”

A defensive lineman’s mindset is sim-
ple - stop anything in your path. Whether
it be a run or a pass, their job is to pre-
vent it from happening at all costs. Cou-
pled with the fact that the opposition’s
offensive line is sitting three feet away
from you every play waiting to knock the
stuffing out of you, to say the position is
demanding would be an understate-
ment.

* “You get to do everything except
touch the ball. You get to hit the
quarterback and you have to play the run
and the pass together,” offered Noah
Cantor, a two-time ]J.P. Metras Trophy
nominee as the out-
standing lineman in Ca-
nadian university foot-
ball.

“You have to be able
to defeat one thing and
move on to the next
thing,” remarked Tom
Walton, in his fourth
year with SMU. “You

Canadian Football League player with
Toronto) was brought in and the posi-
tion of defensive co-ordinator was elimi-
nated. Judging by their play to date, the
new system has worked to near perfec-
tion.

“We've had some pretty good lines
and this certainly is one of the better
ones,” said Saint Mary’s head coach
Larry Uteck. “They have a far more ag-
gressive approach this year. They were
coached well in the past by Neville
Connolly and Roger has certainly added
to that this year.”

Unfortunately the general public has
not been able to gauge their improve-
ment through statistics, as defensive stats
such as sacks and tackles made are kept
only by teams and are not official. Team
success means more to the Huskies.

“I don’t really care about stats, I leave
that for the offensive guys to worry
about.” admitted Cantor. “You just want
to see the team win.”

The d-line as powerful as it is, is gain-
ing momentum as the season wears on.
For example last week against Acadia,
SMU held them to just 20 yards rushing
- a direct result of the work of the d-line.

we come!
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Offence
S Al N T M A RY ; S The Huskies are led by third-year quarterback Matt Finlay. The south-

paw pivot led the Atlantic conference in completion percentage (60.6%)
H U S KI ES and was second in passing yardage (1,581) and touchdowns (11).

The running game lost tailback James MacPherson to injury two weeks
ago, but will be filled with the likes of veteran Sean Mongey (58 carries,
371 yards), David Bottrill (128 yards rushing against Acadia in the AUFC
final), and Scott Rye (84 yards last week against Acadia).

The receiving corps boast two conference all-stars in Charles Ashe (24
catches for 433 yards) and Mike Messam (16-278) and other threats in-
cluding Greg MacKan and Steve Sarty.

Defence

SMU'’s defence is spearheaded by four all-stars in the defensive front
seven. Linemen Tom Fleet (5 sacks), and Noah Cantor (7 sacks),
linebackers Alex Eliopoulos (6 sacks) and Scott Purdie (5 sacks) help make
up a unit that surrendered the fewest points in the country (104).

The secondary picked off 10 opposition passes this year with Brian

4 19 7 3 Walker (three) being the top thief. Dwayne Provo (one) and Reno Barbati
’ ’ (one) are the other veteran defensive backs.

Special Teams

1964-65 Dana Segin (33.9 avg) does the punting and conference all star Mark
’ Dalla Riva (41.7 avg) handles kickoffs. Dalla Riva is also the field goal
kicker, hitting on 11 of 15 attempts this year.
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Offence

The Huskies were led this year by veteran quarterback Brent
Schneider, who went down with an injury three weeks ago and will
likely not play the rest of the season. In his absence, Rich Gabruch (12 of
24 passing, 294 yards, 5 TD's in the regular season) will get the start.

Morrie Norsten heads the ground assault, finishing fourth in the na-
tion with 864 yards on 129 carries. Other notables to watch include Jeff
Slabik (32 carries, 154 yards) and Jaret Rennie (12-105).

Carey Prokop was the favorite receiving target this season, hauling
in 41 passes for 862 yards, also fourth-best in Canada. David Blackburn
(32 catches, 581 yards) and Norsten (26-400) also possesses soft hands.

Defence

Linebacker Joe Saul paced Canada West in sacks, leading the confer-
ence with 10. David Guthrie added four and Jason Repesse two for the
Huskies, who had 20 in total and gave up just 12, fewest in the CWUAA.
Steve Cornish led the league in tackles with 54.

Shawn Grant picked off five passes to top the defensive backs, while
Luis Simon added three and Dan Stewart had two.

Special Teams

Gabruch is the punter as well as the kicker, averaging 39.2 yards per
punt to rank fifth in the nation. Jason Olynyk will handle the field goal
kicking duties in the absence of injured Aki Georgacacus, both players
kicking one field goal this season, as did Roland Tosney.
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Flashback

A JOURNEY BACK TO THE 1973

Vaner Cup | By ChRisTiAN
MiLLer

In 1973, the Saint Mary’s Huskies de-
feated the McGill Redmen to become
only the second maritime team to win the
Vanier Cup in its 29 year history. The first
team was St. Francis Xavier X-Men who
defeated the then Waterloo Lutherans
(now Wilfred Laurier) 40-14 in only the
second ever Vanier Cup in 1966.

The Huskies were not even expected
to make it to the prestigious final that
year. Not because they didn’t have a good
team, but because they had to play
Wilfred Laurier in the Atlantic Bowl, and
they were the powerhouse of the league.
Laurier had won the OUAA with a 50-3
victory, and were the heavy favorites en-
tering the Atlantic Bowl. The Huskies had
been blown out in the two previous At-
lantic Bowls, and “they thought they
were going to come in here (Huskie Sta-
dium) and walk all over us and head to
Toronto,” says Bruce Hopkins, former
Wide Receiver from the ‘73 champion-
ship team.

Bill Robinson, the quarterback of the
team felt “Both teams were well stocked
with offense, and we both moved the ball
well, but they were the biggest team we
had ever played against”.

Laurier got the first major of the game
when they took advantage of Saint
Mary’s failing to convert a 3rd and 1
deep in their own end. At half time
Laurier lead 14-3. SMU came out in the
second half and took the lead 19-17.
There was still lots of time, however, for
Laurier with its “wishbone” offense to
march up the field and score a winning
touchdown or a tying field goal. They
had entered Saint Mary’s territory, but
fumbled the ball and Saint Mary’s recov-
ered to hold on and win the game.

It was an emotional win over Laurier,
and the players were excited
about going to Toronto’s CNE Sta-
dium. They entered the game con-
fident because “we thought
McGill wasn't very strong,” says
Robinson. However, come game
day they had to play in what
Robinson described as a “hurri-
cane.” High winds and heavy rain
continued throughout the game,
a situations where the best team

yard punt. Not only did this take Saint
Mary’s out of trouble, it also set a CIAU
record which still stands today. The
Huskies came out in the second half and
shut down McGill while kicking a cou-
ple of feild goals to win the game 14-6.

“It was a total team effort,” says
Hopkins. “We couldn’t pass, but our run-
ning backs stepped up and did a great
job. Our defensive backfield also played
outstanding shutting down McGill’s
running game.”

Many players from that team went on
to play professionally. Ken Clark, who
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doesn’t always win. SMU was the
better passing team while McGill
focused more on a running game
so the weather was more to their
advantage as passing was almost
impossible.

The big play of the game came
near the end of the half. With SMU
leading 8-6 and deep in their zone,
Ken Clark, who had consistently
good punting throughout the
game, booted an incredible 80
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won the Ted Morris Memorial Trophy for
player of the game, went on to play in
the Super bowl for the L.A. Rams, but
lost to Pittsburgh. He also played in the
CFL and lead the league in punting
many times. Bill Robinson, and Defen-
sive Tackle Mike Reilly went on to play
for Ottawa; Hector Posche, and Angelo
Santuchi played for Edmonton; Steve
Talfour played in Toronto, and Brain Bur-
gess was drafted by Dallas.

Since 1973, the Huskies have been
back to the Vanier Cup thrice, in 1988,
1990 and 1992, but lost each time.

RanKING THE CIAU's BesT IN '94

JOURNAL GRAPHICS / J. HATCHER




“And There Is An Injured
Player On The Field”

ALL T00 OFTEN THESE WORDS ARE SPOKEN BY SPORTS COMMENTATORS COVERING GAMES. WHAT CAN

BE DONE ABOUT INJURIES... IF ANVTING? | Y Mank Haves

The whistle blows, the referee waves
his hands in the air and to the sidelines.
Two people come racing out to attend to
a player. This was a sight seen quite fre-
quently Saturday in the
first half in SMU'’s victory
over Acadia. An Axemen
player being wisked off in
an ambulance with a bro-
ken leg. Is there anything
that could be done to pre-
vent these injuries?

When looking at Saint
Mary’s they’ve had their
share of injuries this year.
Ted MacLean and James
MacPherson both have
their legs in casts while
Sean Mongey sat out the
last game due to a pulled
hamstring.

According to SMU’s
Head Athletic Therapist
Diane Webster, “injuries
seem to vary from year to
year and go in cycles.” She
says there was about “ 6 or
7 leg fractures this year in
the league which is high,
" but other than that there
seems to be no difference.”

When looking at
whether there could be im-
provements made to pre-
vent injuries there seems to
be a few ideas. Webster be-
lieves “there is aneed to im-
prove equipment, but due
to high costs of equipment
itis very hard to do.”

SMU running back James
MacPherson who was injured against
Acadia two weeks ago feels that “to pre-
vent injuries all individuals need to
stretch muscles if they are sore, the player
needs to take it upon themselves to make
sure they do extra stretching.” Something
his teammate Ted MacLean feels is the
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“main thing to do...injuries like James

and I (broken legs) are accidents but

stretching would avoid most injuries.”
MacPherson did suggest that “refs

Jason Hatcher/JOURNAL
Runmng back James MacPherson’s season ended early as he suffered a

broken leg in the last game of the regular season at Acadia.

could avoid late hits in the game with
earlier whistles...from an offensive point
of view, they should blow the whistle
when forward progress stops”.
MacPherson did add though “in the
60’s and 70’s it was not as much of a col-
lision sport, equipment now is
better...before they had leather helmets,
you would never lead with a leather hel-

ement
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met, but now you can, it is more than just
arm tackles.”

Webster stated that on average the
most common type of injuries “are the
shoulder and knee injuries...the only
other very common type of injury is
called a stinger” This is very similar to
hitting your funny bone, except it is your
whole arm that is feeling numb”. Accord-
ing to Webster this injury “occurs when
players use improper hitting
techniques...these only usually last for
about a few minutes or so but can be se-
rious.”

When looking at how injuries affect
the individual Dr. Susan M. Nattrass who
teaches a Sports Psychology class at SMU
feels “it all depends on the
individual and how they
react to the injury...athletes
have in their own minds
where they want to go and
the goals they want to
achieve.”

Naturally players such
as MacLean and
MacPherson would feel
“frustrated, if you are a
team player you want to
contribute.” said Nattrass

MacPherson feels “dis-
appointed, this is why you
play football, to play in the
big games, but you can not
get to caught up in it all be-
cause you have to support
the team,.....even though
you are injured you are still
a part of the team” Ted
MacLean said “looking at
someone like Sean Mongey
deserves a lot of credit, he’s
got a lot of heart.”
Teammate MacPherson
backed up the comment
and said “Sean showed a
lot of character , he came
back to play, he’s a person
I can learn from.”

MacPherson says he
will be back next year
while Maclean still has a
year of eligibility left but is unsure of his
future plans.

With injury comes adversity as both
MacLean and MacPherson will be watch-
ing from the sidelines cheering for their
teammates. Both the team and the play-
ers will have to overcome it but as a part

_ of sport, injuries are something that hap-

pen to anyone.
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play football too.”

Well, things seem to be going pretty »
good for the 1994 conference all-star ashe

and the rest of the Huskies are about to
play a game that will decide if they head
to Toronto for the Vanier cup on Novem-

ber 19th. Going to Toronto would not only
th ship

tario native played semi-pro fnotball for
 both the Oakville Longhorn’s and the To-
v Bileiee _

v femnce bothered him, he Iaughed and ex-
plained the only people that bring up his

age were the other teams and the media.
~ “TSN screwed up my age, and cable

10 didn’t know either but the guys on St.

EX. all seem to know when my birthday
is.”

- Alex’s age neither bothers him or hin-
ders his game. A good student and a ter-
rific footbali player, we 'wish him luck and
hopefully, we'll all be there to cheer the
Huskies on to the Vanier cup.
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Throughout life there are many obsta-
cles that we have overcome as human
beings, one of the hardest is being faced
with the loss of a family member. This
past summer both Reno Barbati and
Dana Segin experienced this unfortunate
hardship.

For Dana it was the loss of his mother
Elaine who had been fighting intestinal
cancer. “With this kind of loss there
comes a type of maturing process that
adds light to you life.” points out Dana.
“My mother was strong and very much
a fighter and this is the way you have to
be in life.”

Both Reno and Dana showed a tre-

We All Shine On

IN THE AFTERMATH OF A GREAT L0SS, BOTH ReNo Barsai anD Dana SeaiN
FIND THE COURAGE TO STEP UP AND PERFORM. | BY LAWRENCE Livesay

n mendous amount of character in return-
| ing to university and to the football pro-

gram for this, their fourth and fifth years.
Reno admits “it’'s more than returning for
football, I would like to leave with my
degree. I know my father would want me
to get it and it is something I would love
to show my kids some day.” Dana also
agreed “My mother wanted two things
from me: one, to get my degree and sec-
ondly, to be happy in whatever I do.”

Reno and Dana, veterans for the
Huskies, and now in life, admit losing a
family member is very hard to deal with,
but it is important to turn to your family
and friends for support. Reno added that
“life is short and sometimes obstacles get
in your way, no matter how much they
hurt or pull you down; you have to get
up and keep going on.”

Dana points out that, “It’s funny how -

you can overlook a simple thing that may
not mean much to you one day, but later
on that one little thing can mean so much
to you”. Dana reflected about his mother
giving him a poem titled “I believe in
you.” He goes on to say that “this is what
I feel the Huskies have to do for the next
couple of weeks; believe in each other
and there is nothing we can’t accom-
plish.”

This season for the two athletes has a
dedication theme behind it. Reno has
dedicated the season to his father. Dana
also admits “A trip to the Vanier cup
would make things right for my self be-

cause the day of the game falls on what
would be my mothers 63rd birthday”.

Putting their personal losses aside,
these two athletes manage to give a lot
to the community in their time at Saint
Mary’s and as part of the Huskies.
Countless visits to the hospital to see
kids who are not as fortunate as most of
us, fund-raisers, benefit talks and time
to anyone who needed just to talk about
any thing. It really goes to show you
what these two very classy athletes are
all about.

Reno and Dana would like to thank
all their family and friends for all their
support.
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