
i 

alifo.A. ,1 

ll'l,,,,e hlari time School of Social wor 

V 

,LINQUENfS 

cnaracteristics of 
ore than one court 
ere known to the 
apartment of Pub· 

hesis 

ea. to the 

cbool of Social nor 

fillment of the Requireme 

aster •s Degree in Sooial inor 

by 

J anet h~rland 

,._,. ,. . 
1 Stude•h' Lihr.a,Y 

Samt Mary's u aitttl•~" 
.......... '"'-· 

H•.lifax 

for a 

ay , 1961 

rf 
,. 

~ 



he wrtter wo-uld like to express her 
apprecia tion to Professor L. x. Rancook, 
Director of the Maritime School of Social 

rk, for permission to write this thesis, 
and to the various social agencies and in• 
terested persons who provided muob valu,able 
informa tion on whieh the thesis is based . 

he writer 1s indebted to Professor Joan 
1th; thesis ad11i sor , for her support and 

guidance in its preparation . 

ii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Pag 

AOKNOWLEJ)GEMENTS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11 

LIST OF TABLES•••••••••·••••••••••••••••••••••••••• iv 

Chapter 

l . 

11. 

lll . 

INTRODUCTIO •.....................• •· ..... 
AN ANALYSIS OF THE RECIDIVIST 
ACCORDING TO THE FACTORS OP 

l 

AGE, SEX AND OFFENSE ••••. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 8 

DISPOSITION OF CASES•••••••••••••••••••o• 24 

lV. FAMILY STRUCTUBEo •••••••••••• ••••••·••••·•• 40 

V. THE SCHOOL .......... •...................... 53 

Vl. CONCLUSIONS AND RECO: DATIONS •••••• • ~•• 66 

APPEND 11 •••• .• ,, ••••••• • •••••••••••••••• .-. • • • • • • • • • • • 69 

B IBLIOORAPHY .. ·• • .. • • .. • •. • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 0-9 

iii 



Table 

l 

2 

; 

,4 

;j 

6 

LIST OF TABLES 

Page 

Distribution of 106 Recidivist s 
tcording yo Age and Category 

of Service as of March 31 , 1960 •••• 12 

Distrib~t.io.n :Of. 9.6 .. aeo.i,d,j, vS:.s.ts. 
ocord1ng to Age at the Time of 

P.1r.s.t .. C.o,ur.t Ap.pea.i-a.nc.e • •.••.••• . • •••• _. 13 

Distribution of 106 Recidivist s 
According to Age at Last c.ourt 

ppearan.c.e, •.• _ •.•.••.•••.•.•.•••• _ •••• •-•·•·•·•••· ,15 

Frequency of Court Appearances ot 
109 Rec1d1 vista aa Of September JO , 
1960 •••••••••••• •-........ -•.• • , ••.• , ... .. .... .. ... . . 18-

Incidence~ of the Na~ur.e. c,f the Qf,fe.I\ 
from the Time of the Opening of the 

. Case to Sept.emb.er .lQ,. 1960, f'.Qr .l .0.6 
Reoidivists •••••••• _ ••••••• • •• • ••• • • 12-

• t • ' •• ' ' 

Diet i·1b\\tion of Cour t Di spesi'tien 
.bowing the Use Made of Proba.t,i;o.n .. 

Prior and Subsequent to Commitment 
to a Oor.rectional .Inst,itut S.on .. ,., •••. .30 

'1 I)~,poai.tt.on .of .l.06 Rt1c.idivis.to. 
·ecording to Nuniber of Court 
Appearances •• • ••••••••••••••• • •., • •• J S-

8 Age of 93 Recidivists at. the Time of 
First Oonunitme~ to a Ce>rrectional 
Institution •••••••••••••••••••••••• 37 

9 Distribution o! 94 Boys According t o 
tength- <4 Stay during the First and 
Second Commitment to a Correctional 
Ins't:itut1on •••• • •• •••••• • ••• .-•••• • • )8 

10 Distribution of 104 Recidivists 
According to the Marital Status of 
Their Parents as of March 31, 1960. 41 

ll Sooio- Boonom1c Status of 94 Famili 
of R.ectdivis'bs •• • •••••••• • •••••••• • 44 

\ 

·,\ 

i v 
'\_ 



. 
t 

LIST OF TABLES (Centd.) 

Tabl Page 

12 Size 0£ the Family of the · ·', 
Recidivist ....... .. .... ••......... 47 

13 Distribution of 106 Recidivist 
>.ccording to Grade Attah1~4 ·at · 
Opening of t he Case •••••••••••••• S~ 

14 Intelligence Quot ient of 96 Mal , 
1..:11v1· •a • • • · · · · · . ' ''. ' 1:.9 ee ~- SuQj~• ••~~•••••••••• • •••~ ~ -

i 1 l t t > 1 • • 1 

····•\••·~-.~~~-'it.ti;~, 

LIST OF FIGURES. 

Figure 
,. r ± ~ , _Page 

1 Rati ng8 on Parental Attitudes 
of 65. Mothers and , 1. l?at hsrs 

·· Toward the Reeidiv ist •••••••••• •.• . 51 
, • ~ , I o t ,j. ; ~ t ~ j ,It >, ~ ,. .I> • '4' ' J, )J ' 

\ t ' • ~ f ~ I • ' ' • O 1 , ~ ' • f • ' f 

-v-



CHAPrER 1 

INTRODUC'.I':t0° 

Follow-up atud1 or Juvenile Offenders po1nt to 

the fact that existing methods of treating delinquency are 

ineffectual in many cases. The Glueoks
1

tound that of 1000 

juvenile delinquents, 797 boys remained oftendei"s after 
a 

treatment . Carr in bia book Delinsuencz C~ntrol, stated 

that "taking parolees and probationei"a together, probably 

one in tour reaches oourt a delinquent or or-1m1nal". 

In hi laborate evaluative investigation Dr, Richard QA • 

bot, who eatabl1shed and subsidized the Canbridge-Somer~ 

ville Youth study.31n wblch three hundred boys in treatment 

were matohed w1 th an equal number of controls, showed that 

the same number of treatment end eontrol boys turned out 

to be delinquent after tive to seven years of casework ser .... 

vice . The only enquiry revealing any success was study 

or rec1d1v1sm among 100 boys at the New York Hawthorne• 

Cedar Knolls School4. These b1gh rates ot rec1d1v1sm 1nd1-. 

cate that treatment methods must be implemented w1 th basic 

-
1

-heldon and Eleanor Glueck, One 'Ihouisa_nd Juvenile 
Delin~uenta (Cambridge : Hal'vard University Presa, - 1934), 
P • .'JI • 

2 
Lowell _J . Carr, Delinquency Control (New York: 

Harper and Brothers , 19q.O), P• 7!.57. 
3Edwin Powers and Helen Witmer, An Experiment 1n 

the Prevention of Delinquency: The Cambr!d 111 
- ----- ~uay-fNew York; .C6lumb!a~ Un1vers ... U.J .... -..,cp;,, •72-4.J . 

4aertram J. Black and Selma J . Glick, "Reo1d1v1sm 
t the Hawthorne- eedar Knolls Sohoo1i Predicted vs Actual 

Ou toome tor Del1nquen t Boys,"' (New York Jewish Board of Guar ... 
d1ane, 1952) p . 39 . 

- 1 ... 
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llltotmation abol.lt causes. ·' 

(A reYtew o~ tbe oUFcu1t theory 011 cauaea ot d.e• 

ltriqt.ten~ condllct in general · ·ll&eeeear;ily cove,ra the ca11-

_ ,s of reetdlvl•m ae the factors which tend to lead up tf"' 
-
a tlrtt• ot.tiQ.'f e aue't be aaatUled to play a ):ale also in 

the io•petitton of o.rtae. Att-i,ib~~ton •1 dtlSruf,u:s.ncy to 
', 

a .single cause1has aradually given war to the p~6sent phi• 

loaopbf o~ ttll\lltip1e cauaatlon• ~ PY thl.a is aeant that, 

tbi, no~ ae.ua. that eome ra.ct.ol"e are not aore 
udi.v~dua.l case 

e •iul~ o-auae Uf not stand out .as the •oat. pt-old.neut 

111,.. ln •ae Cit.eea the aoo1a1 ud •coiio!ll1c coaditie>ti 

may be th• only causative factors with. u peychologleal 

probl••• .be~ lnvolved.. tn othex-- oaa-.s , the aootal ta.c-

tors are lnten,011en with p.sycholog.1.eal causaa. Vntlateral 

a~udte•2h~v1e been able to abcni the tnrluenc• ot a partlco."" 

lar theory on a certain group or del.tnqu.eQ.t ch1ldre1u 

·weve,.,, w!ult such p;wo~ecta nave. not b•en able to sho11· 

Lond, 

' 
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1s why under the same conditions some children resort to 

. delinquent behaviour and others do not . The approach of 

the ts1nglet cause also tails to prove why different con­

ditions o~ varie t ies of factors produce the same type or 
behaviour . Thus one child• tealing may be a hostile re-

action to rental 1nditferenoe while another may resort 

tot heft as an at t empt to gain prestige among his del1n-

quent peers because ot laek of 1dent1f1eat1on with one 

who represent -ound parent al figure• 

The theory or multiple causation ha t least two 

important implies tions . Pi rstly 1 t 1mpl1 es t~a t an attempt 

is being made to understand a pattern or behaviour and not 

rely one manifestation of behaviour suoh as stealing or 

truanoy. !t t hereby ~ecogniz that the growth a1 d deve1 ... 

nt' of any child 1 two-way process of interaction be-

tween {" th.e development of organism and the changing envi ­

ronment 1t encounters . ") secondly 1 t con.firms the soundne 

or the present philosophy in penology - the principle ot in-

d1v1dual1zat1on. In view of th1~, research project 

baaed on the case study method seems most appropriate-~ 

The seoond year students ot the Mari time School ot 

Social Work have undertaken a group research project 1n the 

field of juvenile corrections . An enquiry int o the correc­

tional field w~s felt to be particularly appropr1ate· at 

1tbis time. tor two reasons . , F1rst was the developing inter-

est in Penal ReEorm across Canad nd secondly the need 

for establishing d evaluating existing needs and services 

in this field . On the national level these two points nave 
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lready been emphasized 1n two basic do~wnents , the Arch-
1 _ . 2 

ambault Report -and t he Fauteux Report~ Implementation 

of t }].~;~,~econnnendations of the latter study was 1n1tlated 

-by the appointment or Correctional Planni n g Oomm1 ttee 

by the Minister ot Justice . . Another prom1s1ng develon­

~ent w es the -setting up of the first Canadian Congress ot 

Co~r&et1ons in Montreal, May, 1957 . 

on the local level (Halifax City) a further juet1-

t1ca t 1on for t h e study came trom the fa ot that research in• 

to this area was extremely 11m:tted3• 

The scope of the oup project been l1m1 ted to 

the t1eld or juvenile corrections by reason of the research-

erst interest in thi ge group and by the ava1lab1l1ty of 

resources for, t h 

delinquent means r 

t~dy . For deflnit1v urpoaee a juvenile 

2 

m! 
0 

( ny child who , while apparently or 
a otually under the age or sixteen years,. h,a 
violated any provis ion of the criminal code 
or any by- law or ordinance of any mun1c1pal-
1ty1 or who 1s guilty of sexual immorality 
or any similar form of vice, or who 1a lia ... 
ble by reason of any other act to be commit ­
ted to an Industrial School or Juvenile Retorm-. 
tory under the provf.s1ons or any Dominion or 

provincial statute . l- J 

to Invest! at~ 
Pr n er , 

ee urncidenoe 
D1 -

Juveni l e 
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The ,emphasis of the social worker ha~ been on an 

understanding of' the 1nter--personal i'elationshipe and 0£ 

the total needs of the individual who commits del1nquen-

c7. Thus with the orientation to social work, the research­

·rs have d:rawn up the following group hypothesis t that the 

plans for care and treatment or the juvenile offender 

should be based on the psychosocial evaluation ot tb 

chl ld ra thor than on t hi rt 1cular misdemeanor which 1a 

symptomatic ot his problem, The universal .ple of the 

group pro jeo t cons1 sts of 176 del1nquen t boys tti d girls 

receiving service from the Halifax Regional Office of tb 

Department or Public Welfare on March 31, 1960. Three oat-

egori or service, as they were known by this agency wer 

utl11zed: probation, 1nst1tut1on end robation 
---.------

is the euperv1a1on given by the Probation Officer to the 

otfendel" who 1s released by the coUl't to his own home qr 

foster - home. uspemed sentence 1a included in this term. 

Institution refers to the Judge•s disposition 0£ the o.ften­

der to a oorrect1ona1 institution . After- care 1s th:e ser­

vice given by the After•care Officer to the child on dis ­

charge fro111 the institution.. The particular plan ot ~h1s 

thesis 1s the exploration ot persistenc7 or repet1t1on in 

delinquency. The scope of the project was limited to 106 

recidivists . For the purpose of this study• a recidivist 
' 

waa defined as any child who had appeared more than once be-

fore the ootll"t a had been convicted. 

Delinquent Aot (Hull, Quebec: E. c!out!er, 
1929), c . 46, sec . l . 

rlnte:r, 
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This· def1n1 t!on does not include thos.e children w1 th more 

than one offense who appeared onlr once 1n court nor does 

it include any child placed 1n an institution by warrant 

s,r the Director of Child Welfare w1 tbout a court appear ... 

anoe . An exploratory and descriptive enquiry; the study 

will undertake an analysis of certain 

ter1.st1cs or tb.e juvenile ree1divist. 

1gn1f 1oant charao­

It is hoped that an 

analysts of the eharaoteristics of these children with ex­

aRgerat1ons ot delinquency patterns will have value not 

·only 1n underscoring the patterns of leas tPequent often• 

deiteri but in i'esul t1.ng 1n better understanding of the re• 

cid1v1st h:lmael.t . A s tudJ ot this ne ture also has 1mpor­

tanoe in pointing up new areas of s1gn1f1eance ror future 

research. 

r1maey data collected by means. of a ·schedule dX-ewn 

up by the group are dttawn from the case records at the Hal­

i.fa~ Regional Office ot the . Department 0£ Public Welfare. 

the Nova Scott• School for Boye and the Halifax Mental 

H&al th Ol1nlo tor Ch11dtten . Data trom the time of the open• 

ing o£ the c&$e to September 30 1 l.960, were utilized, Sec­

ondary data were acquired from the social Service Index,, 

from informatiai ¢bta1ned trom oommun1ty leaders inter­

viewed by means of a schedule Ell d from bibliographical ma• 

terial di-awn .f~om pest research project, en delinquency and . 

from the tield of social work 1n pa~t1cul.ar. As the ~ecords 

trom which the data were taken were not written tor research 

purposea 1 one or the major limitations of the study consists 

of the resulting gaps and differences 1n recording.. The 
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boundary date for collection of data was September JO• 

1960. Th1s researcher relied chiefly on primary dat 

lthough some use ot b1bl1ographioal 11later1al to evalu• 

at e and compare findings 1s madQ . 

actore- under study are age. sex, offense, dispo-

1 tton, schooli ng and family structure . heae factors have 

been chosen on the basis of objectivity and availability. 

While each factor will be analyzed 1nd1v1dually for the 

sake of clarity, emphasis will be pl.aced on t h e 1nter­

depen:leno.e of factors and ca&e 1malys1a will be undertaken 

ga1nst t back 
/ 

ound' or the whole person . Stat1atioa1 

tab1es will be used to point out trends . , -

It u hoped tl':e t this part or t he gro_up research 

roject • whi~h has as its particulal" concern the study ot 

recidivism among 106 juvenile offenders will b1ghl1ght th 

s1gn1t1cant chaacter1st1os of the juvenile r &pea tera and 

will :result in a more penetrating understanding of the child 

Who acts out bis needs in repeated del1nquenc1 • 



CRAFTER II 

ANA1'YSIS OF THE REOIDIVIS'l' 
OCORDING TO TEE FACTORS OF AGE, SEX AND O 

1nee earliest times the term delinquency has main­

tained an ase connotation . Roman law hel.d chl.lditen between 

the ages ot seven and twenty- five responsible fo~ their 

,ots . The Napoleonic Code atated limited responsibility 

for· cblldren under age eighteen, English eommon law ao-

cepted as ven to eighteen the years during wh1oh 

ch1ldPen could be brought before the court for violating 

soc1etyts nct1ons. Wide divergence in thi rea exist 

cross Canada ·even today as there 1s no uniformity ~egard­

lng the a ge one may be termed del1nquent ~1 In Nova Scotts 

juvenile delinquent means any child apparently or actual• 

ly under the age sixteen . Concern With ohronologioal age 

umes importance in ?'elation to treatment . ge ,determine$ 

ttle111ent 1n a Juvenile oour·t rather than a· criminal court~ 

When the delinquency definition is applicable to a speoi1'-

1cally limt ted age group,. children under the age determined 

by law cannot be adjudged delinquents. Consequently these 

y-ounger boys and girls are protected from commitment to _ 

correotional 1nst1tut1on.- This con.oern with age has been 

,ttreintained by many researchers in their studies to determine 

1f delinquency has any special relation to a1 JD rtioular a·ge 

l ~ . " . Jeanne v'Aro Lemay-Warren, Juvenile Delinquency 
in Canada", Canadian Conference on Children, Book~ 
(Westmount, Quebec, 1960), p . 3'. 

-8-
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group~ 

The relation of age to reoid1vism s been the 

concern of a number or investigators but ther,e appears 

to be little oons1steney in their findings. Thom and John­

~aton1 po1nt out "that 1t 1s an inherent quality of youth to 

reorganize ita social attitudes so that it may eventually 

tit into society w1 thout confl1ot"'• Hea,ly and Bronner.2 

.found that rly a ge at the onset of trea tment had no par- . 

t1cula r rela t 1on t o success and that the length of time 

during which the delinquent had been an offender offered 

no harrier to successful tree tment. Th& Olueoks !'elt tha1t . 

auccess was oomnieaaurate with 1.WG1t1on - t hat this i s~ 

a.ch1eved not at any rticular chronological age"and some• 

times not at Qll.. They state that improvement in O'onduct 

occurs ., 

at' ter the anti-eoo1al impulse• ha'Ve 
run their courfJe; m d this process s-eema 
to take .about the a•me length or time re­
gardless or whether delinquent conduct 
flrst oac~s 1n childhood or during ado­
lescence.• ; 

It1rkpatrick4 found age to be significantly relat8d to 

1 
D. A. Thom and F. a. J'ohn~ton, "Time as a, fa,ctor' 

in the Solution of Delinquency," Menta·l Higiene , XXV 
(1941), pp . 269-287. . 

2 William Healy and Augusta F. Bronner, New Light 
on Del1n ueno and •· ts Treatment (New Haven: Yale Un1ver-
s1 ty Press, 193' PP• 190-191. · 

.3 Sheldon 'ind Eleanor Glueck, .uveni.l~ Delinquents. 
Grown YE (New York1 The Commonwealth und, 1940, p. 104. 

4 M11 ton E. KirkJlS tr1 ok, "Some $1gn11'1cant Fa ctora1 
in Juvenile ttecid1v1sm, jmerican ,tournal of Orthopsychi­
a)tn:, VII (19357), PP • J49-J$8. 
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reo1di vis nd reported an increase in th rcentage of 

recidivism for successive ages up to fourteen follow,ed by 

- · deoreaae with 1ncreas1n ge after age fourteen . 1s 

peak at age thirteen ept:>ears to be• comm.on teatlll"e of t.ne 

f1nd1nga of other ~esearoher 

tinds the average age ot hi, 

first court a1>pearance to b 

as well . Tb.us Carr• Saund&r 

delinquents at the time ot tbe1r 

thirteen.~ Similarly th 

·Gluecks-2 in their test resea,roh study state twelv oint 

five years to the avers e ot the offenders they stu-

led . The8e result 

tors oontr1 bu ttnt,t Ito 

trongly augge·st that one ot the tao­

greate~ understanding ot the repeated 

11nquenc1es of these children is their age . Its signifi -

c.ance lies in the rac t tt-•t it typit!eft a sta,ge or special 

de-v-elopJ11ent - thr.: t of adolet::oenc,,,. tn view ot the many rrua-

tra,t1ng oondit1ond that surround a-dolesoence, it la not a'1r• 

rising that children wb.o act out tbeiit oontl1ot& oharaoter-

ig,e this period by a correspondingly J.arge a111ou.nt of eggres­

~1ve bebavioUl" . 'lhua of 16} variables 1n his 'study, Arbuc• 

kl.e3 cboee ten having aign1f1oanoe to t'ec1d1v1am and age 

l)" p ,. 2.7 

"A Study 
P~oba·tion 
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-ell• . 

,-t the ,time ot t he first eourt appearance and age et 

time of the £1rat commitment to training school weN 

two important .onea. e tel t . that the oldel" boy$ w.ere 

mo~e likely to-·$:uc.ceed on parole a-s younger boys seemed 

to find the duel pr.oblem ot entering adoleacenee and 

the tratnlng sahool te be too much ro~ th-em and t b.ey 

tended to, repeat anti•soeial behaviour upon parole 

m:ueh aooner and more frequently . 6 

b.e researcher w1ll new explore the age ;factor 

of tne g,l'.OUP under s tud.y • 

Table l shows the distribution of the 10, re­

cid1v1at$ according to age, sex and Ollt&gory _ot eer• 

vloe as of Marob 311 1960, the date that determined 

the 14,.entifio.a tlon of the ttunple . Fifteen boys. and 

tbJ"(uJ girls:· wer-e r e ce1v1ng probation eei-v1ee• titty-

1~ boys and s1x girls were 1n coi,reot1cmal 1nst1tutton­

wh1le twenty•tive boy• and ene girl were under tbe auper­

v1aion or an A'fter .... care off1oer. Its 1s noticeable that 

the highest eonoentl'ation in t he gt:toup or boys wai, ln 

th~ fourteen and titteen age range . The girls tende'd 

to be older. aeven of t b.e ten falling in the fifteen 

nd sixteen ege ~oups . Nearly one•thl..rd of the totau 

group ot tbii,ty- t:lve oh11dren had appeared: at lea.at 

twice before the court before t hey bad reached fourteen 

years o.f •ge . 'rb1s. suggests :strongly that t he :reo1div1st 

makes hts fi~st court appearano 

6 
Ibid. 

t a very early age . 

,,. ;,;,:-
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Age at th ti~e or t first oourt appearance 

was therefore tabulated for the group. 

TABLE 2-

DISTRIBUTION OF 96 RFJCIDlVISTS 
AGGORDINO f O AOE A~ THE 

OF FI~ST COURT APPEARANCE 

1.ge in 
Year 

.ber of Children 

Under 8 
8 and under 9 
9 and under 10 

10 and undel!' 11 
ll and under 12 
12 and under 1) 
l.3 and .under 14 
14 and under lS 
l.5' and under 16 

TO'r 

Mal& 

-
l 
7 

llL 
131 
12 

7 

~ 
8 

86 

Pemal 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 

.3J 
l . 

!Q 

--~tet The date of tho first court appearanc 
- ot 10 males was not recorded. 

The significance or Table 11es in the clearly 

demonstrated f act tbat reoid1v1sm 1s not pa,oul1ar to any 

pa.rtioular age but may oecur at !11 y age. There does not 

eem to be any rel!! tion between recidivism and earl 

pearance in court . he distribution hown for, this 

group 1anot significantly different from that of other 

tud1es1 • Forty .. five point eight per oeD.t or the boys 

ppeared 1n court for the first time when they were under 

twelve years of ag e while forty•thre1
~ point eight pet- cent 

were not form.ally , charged and co.nv1cted until t he,y w&X'e · 

l.i!., .., tt i.>upra , p . a. 
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The nine to eleven e out> re-twelve yeal't ozt older. 

~esents thi~ty- si~ boys 

thirteen to fifteen ag 

hile thirty- five boys fall in the 

group . ~1ght or the ten girls did 

not appear in court until adolescence or twelve years and 

older . Some difference in age is evidenced between the 

exes; the girl recidivists tending to commit their first 

formally charged offense at an older age than the boy re­

peater, These results indicate the need for a comprehensive 

diagno,sia of the indi v1dual oh1l<i and a trea tment, pl.an a p­

priate to his needs. Difference mus t be considered not 

only 1n personal1 ty and environment needs but 1n needs pe• 

aul1ar to deve:lot)ment as represented by various age groups . 

Interpretation of Table 2 must 1nolude awareness of 

the fa ot that the first of tense 1anot neo.ess~rily repre­

aented but merely the time of the first of;fentte and court 

convlot1on . Undoubtedly many offense.a go undetected while 

ny others have nor formal eha~ge. Still others are diA• 

m:ts4ed for laek of evidence . Knowledge of the t1mo of the 

-ctual first offense woul.d no doubt be of great significance 

but the di 1:Soo,very of this knowledge ts, on 

tmpoaai ble . 

prac'tieal basis, 

ble 2 hse still greater sign11"1 cance, in the light 

or the findings 0£ age at the time of the la 'St court appear­

nee as rel)resented in fable 3. 

The Ja at court appearance, prior to September JO, 

1960* for the boys 1s most 1."requent at age fourteen., How .. 

ever, thLrty- two point eight per cent is not outstandingly 
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high and again e s"Qatte~ a.rnong all ago groupe is elf/1.dent . 

fhA ~1i number ot g1rla .tn the sa 1nval1da ted the: 

uae ot percentages. 'I'he tendency for gU-ls t<> appeal' 

in court n older age than boys 1& Bl b-stontiated by 

this tablets f1gureQ. 

T A.BDE ), 

PlSTRIBUTION OF 106 ltEOLl>IVIS'?S 
OCORDING TO AGE AT LAST 

9 and \lnder 10 
10 and under ll. 
11 e d undel' 12 
1-2 und under i4, 
1~- •nd un4er · 
1 and undor lS 
15 and undex- 16 
16 and over-
Not recorded 

TOTAL 

Ot1R'l' APPEARANC 

le 
N\lmber Percent 

l l.O 

i ~•l .,2 
9 ,.J 

!)) 2lt. 9 
3l 12,.'~ 
13 13.5 

9~ 
i •l . 1 

100. 0 

Penal 
.JlDlber 

! 
l 
l 

' 
lO 

Rogo~ Nolen is repres~nt~t1ve ot the gli'oup fo:r ttge 
;,!J 

t the t1me of hts r trst and laaat court 

m&n" • 

ppeaz,anoe occUl're 
and hie f1f th flDd 

wo month, 



-16• 

deli very: truck, shop•l1tting from the lo• 
cal store 2 5 lbs . of butter, 37 pints or 
malted milk-, weiners, b1cy.cles, a flash 
light and money fPom milk bottl.es . ~rea:k, 
ntry and theft occurred 1n two different 

chUI'ehes in the neighborhood f:rom which 
he took a set of dishes , some rel1giou 
ttatues a nd a small quantity of money. 
Vandal1 sm involved throwing .ru.bbish in a 
man•, well, breaking windowtf, upsetting 
motorcycle,, draining gas frdm 1 ts tank, 
upsetting flow.er~ in a vase and upturning 
turn1 tur·e. F~equent truancy trom school 
was another problem. For these and other 
offenses similar to them Boger had been 
first placed on probation .. A.fte.r a week 
he violated hi s probation and was plaoe,d 
ln a correctional school for seven months 
"oger was institutionalized three further 
times for periods of eight, nine and sev-
nteen montha respectivel;y. He 18 still 

in the Institution . 

A, closer look at the hom, 1tuat1on revealed that 

Roger•e various offenses were part ot a general delinquent 

ttern pi"oduoed by grossly poor enV-ironme:at factors and 

inadequate parents . 

aoger is the middle child of three chil .. 
dren. Mark,_ Roger•s senior by two years, was 
rlso known to the Juvenile court and connn1 t ­

ted many or his ottenses with Roger ., All 
three children are mentally retarded. The 
father,. sn unskilled llabox,er , ls unemployed. 
The family is supported by social assistQnce 
and the mother•s, meagre earnings as a clean­
ing woman . They live 1n a three- room shack .. 
Both par~nts are mentally deficient· and tota•­
ly incapable of maintaining any controls on 
the children. Although they are sa1d to be 
inter·ested in their cbildren t ,bey Fack any 
understanding into their delinquent behavior 
nd tend t o condone the ch1ldren•s behaviop 

by blaming 1 t on outs1de causes. 

In the absence or sound parental. standards and 

with lack of adequate supervision and the paucity or even 

food an rl shelter1 Rogel' turned to h:1,.a d0l.tr4uenc1eJ . 
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Roger•s. ce,se is :tllu·strative of many 1.n the tota,l sam ... 

ple. Prevent1(m and treatm.e.nt •invol\fe much mot-"e than in• 

dividual treatment for the child in the correctional 

enool, 'J.'hey become •& matter of slum ele'al'anea, intelli­

gently planne~ attention t"rom we]...f'are a·genciee and gener­

ally greatex, he'lp f'r:om the oommuni ty . Xt nay often be 

questioned whether Heger 1, 

quent ohild, 

neglected eh1l~ or a delin• 

In ordez, to ascertain the deg;ree ot recidivism 

among the group, s tudy was made of frequency of offense., 

I>ue to uncer-tainti es 1n the record,. the number of offen­

ses could not :t,e tabula ted with any accuracy. However, 

the number of court appearanQes or the 10.6 children can 

be seen 1n 'rable 4. It should be noted that . a child might 

be charged with one or mope of'tensea at a single oourt ap-· 

pearanoa but for tabulation purpo,es this w counted as 

only one ecurt appearance; also only tho.$&. ceurt appear• 

anees whe:re eonvictions wette made appea~ in the table . 

As September 30, 19601 was the closing date toJJ oollent .. 

1ng data , the table represents court appearances that took 

place before that d.at,.. . 

Porty- s1x boys and six girls appeared twice before 

t he court whlle twenty•seven boysand four girls accounted 

:for three coul"t appeai-ancoi each . 'lb.us wlth 78 • .3) per eent 

of the total group ttesponsible for not mo;re than two or 

tlU'ee court appearances each,, the average nuniber of court 

appearances was 2 . 6; e figure that ts inot excessivel y high •. 

It would appeer that large number ot the total sampl 

,,. 
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(176 children) are recidlv.1sts but t~t the degree of 

l'ec1d1vism is not e1gn1.fLcantly- s,~ett . 1'he,se f1nd1nga 

111U•st be - considered 1nd1oa:t1ve raitber than oonQlueive as 

1 t :ta l1kely thait some ot these Childl'en had f)l'ev1oua re­

cords at the .ruven1le court; data which were not available 

tor this r.eseareh pI'oject . 

TABLE 4 
FREqJJENOY OF COUBT APPEARANCES 

OF 109 B.EOIDIVISTi 4\S OF 
SEPiEMBER JO, 1960 

Number, ot 
~ourt Appearanoe& 

2 

i 
6 
7 
6 and over 
Not recorded 

Number ot 
Reeid1v1ets, 

__J1ale Femal& 

46 6 
27 · 4 

9 

~ 
2 
~ 
1. 

96 U> 

' 

TOTAL 
A:verage number of ooui-t appearanqea 2 .• 6 

One oh1l.d had eight court app$il'Bnoes. 
one child had eleven court appearano.es . 

For a moi"e aocur8lte assessment o'C the degee ot 

rec141v1am among the 10, ob.ildren a study of the natu~e of 

the offense is 1ndioated 1n Table S., The.ft varying 1n de• 

gree from automobile theft tQ _petty thieverr suoh as candy 

or pop was the most oonuu-on offense committed. b7 'the recidi­

vist making up 41'..5 per cent of all t he ottenses . According 
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to the statistics tabulated by the Dominion Bureau ot 

,tat1st1cs1 in 1958,. the same oftens-e,. theft, occurred 

with the highest frequeney among other offenses in Nov .. 

cot1 ... , though the percentage (Jl . 2) was not hi~b as 

that noted for thia reo1d1vist group. 

TABLB S 

INOIDENCE OF THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE 
FROM THE TIME OF THE OPENING OF 

THE CASE TO SEPTEMBER )O, 
1960, FOR 106 

REG ID IVIS TS 

Type of Offense 

Theft 
Truancy 
Vandali 
Break, entry and theft 
Break and entry 
Violation of Probation 
Assault 
Other* 

TOTAL 

I 

Number 

es 
.3J.. 
2lL 
l6 
16 
6 
2 

14 
19ll. 

el' cent 

44.5 
16.1 
llL. 0) 
s .. 4-
a.4 
3.1 
1. 1 
7.4 

l!OO.O 

*Arson,_, posses.slon of atolen b1oyol&• pouch• _ 
ing Lobate~. Unmanageable wavd, drunk and disorder­
ly, robber-,y 'With violence, illegal possession or 11 ... 
q,uor 1 vagrancy, being 1n possession of an open bottle. 
ot g1n 1. pers1 stent n:t1sbehav1our 1n eehool 

*The nature of twenty .five offenses was not 
recorded., 

u.ancy accounted tor the aooond highest number or court 

·,ppearances al thou decided drop in percentage is· 

;-

noted; 16.l per cent Pepresenting the figure for truancy .. 

This appears te be a significant charaoter1st1o ot the 

1
Juven1le Dei1~guents 19.$8 . (Ottawar The Queen 1 

rinte~ and Controller of Stationery, 1960 . ) 
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repeaters when compared to the second most comm.on offense 

in Nova Scotia in 19581 , break and entry, which oomprised 

25.8 per cent of offenses. In relation ~o the truancy inci-

dence (7.J 

ove:r twice 

r cent) in 1958 the figure for this study 1 

high. Vandalism representing 21 offenses or 

11.0 per c ent or the total 1s next in line, c.ompared to 

106 offenses of property damage oi- 16.9 per cent of the 

total 1n 19582
• The incidence of assault in the group . is 

s1gn1£1eantly low at 1.1 per cent. lthough the nature of 

twentyfive offenses was not recorded, the results of Table 

5 retain validity in indicating the general trend in the 

group. By far the gx-eater number of offenses are those com-

itted against property . The rarity of o£fe.nses against the 

person is also to be noted. The complete absence of any for-

1 eon vie tion of a sexual of tense is also very significant. 

The £.indings indicate that the offenses that tended to b 

repeated by the recidivist are not the offenses of great­

est seriousness. Theft was th& most comm.on 0£fen3e among 

the boys. The inc1d en ce of off ens es of truancy was no-

ticeably hig~ among the girl these accounted for th& 

offenses of se:ven of th.e ten girl repeatero11. 

It has been noted that the offenses that are re­

pea~ed most often are theft and truancy. Case analyses 

l"S'-'pra". 
4

nsupra" 0 

-if 
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uggested tba t many charges brought a gainst the eh1ld 

y thei r nature, delinquent acts. For the are not, 

,urpose of this t hesis, a legal det1n1t1on1 wAa accepted . 

In le terms, t han, a delinquent act is a lav 

v1o1at1on. ., however, the def'ini tion 

pp ears 'to embrace so t s that 1n no way violate society• s 

legal code. The cv 

n example. 

of the unmanageable ward may serve, 

Allister Dixon 1s a twelve year old 
boy who presents a picture of severe dis­
organi zation from bis earliest years . 
By age tive he was suoh a behaviour pro­
blem• including acts such as burning 
'baby carriages, breaking parking mete:ro; 

tealing money and wandering the streets 
w.ithout supervision, t hat hls mothel' was 
unable to handle him and he was made a 
ward . There followed a series of foster• 
homes and several stays in the Orphanage . 
~t the a ge of seven yea r s ten months h 

arg ed w1 th being a,n unmanageable 
ward and was placed in the Nova Sootia 
School for Boys where he remained folJ.l:l 
1onths. Released to a roster- home he was 

conti nually 1n difficulty involving pro­
blems of lying, stealing, truancy and 
•setting f1rea. F1 v& months later he was 
re- committed; aga i n as an ttunmana geable 

rd" for a period ot t welve months. 
His adjus t men t was no bet ter on his sec­
ond af ter .care pe riod and intermitten t 
moves f rom f os ter - home to Orphanage 

roved no solution. At t he age $f twelve 
l11ster is back again in the Nova Scot1 
chool for Boys . 

" 

One aspect of this oase is obvious. Allister needs 

ttention, 

t e otion. 

ny unmanageable ohildr-en like him require pro--

owever, a 1 t hou11.~1 h~ is behavi.our problem ht~ 

difficulties do not per ta 1n to law violation.. Therefor 

1n~upra" p .4. 
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the appropriateness of commitment to a oorl1'eet1onal insti ­

tution f or delinquent children as trea t ment of choice tor 

Allistex, needs further explorat1on. lso i ndicated ls the 

_community need for gr eater faci.1.1 ties t o g1v 

to tamil1es With children like Allister. 

ss i stenc 

(hl~few viola t ions may- well be questioned as to t h.el!' 

validity delinquent a eta . The case of Ir orwood may be 

taken as an example . 

Ira 1s a s1x~ ~3n year old bGy 
who has appeared in oourt eleven times. 
He was firs t apprehended. for roaming tb 
street,s at t en years of a ge and placed 
on probation after be1ng found guilty 
of t curfew violation '. 
_ The home situation .revealed 
simple picture or lack of supervision . 
TWo yeai-s previously when I ra was eight 
his alcoholic rather deserted t he family . 

t t hat t i me the mother started wor·king • 
and the .ch1ldren wet-e virtually left on 
their own • Shortly afterward Ira and h1 
ttwee 'brothers were apprehended and made 
wards on the bas1s or negleet . Four years 
latei, the ohildren ret urned to their own 
home . Not six months later !ra w 
brought to oourt on s-eveztal char.ges of 
break and entr7. He is now 1n t he Nove 

chool for Boys . 

The relation ship between the type of offense (our­

few viola tlon) a.nd parental neglee t 1s clearly 1llustra ted 

1n this case . 

To sum up, the researcher ha.s attempted an anal­

y$1$ of one hundred and six juvenile rec1div1sta according 

to the faetors of age , sex and offens e . Of t he seventeen 

girl& in t he universal sample ten appeared before the court 

more than one nd were convict ed of t heir ottens& . Ninety-

~tx ot t he one hundred and flftyn1ne boys were rec1d1tvietc . 
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ccord1ng to the def1n1t1on accept ed by the researcher 

for this study. The proportion of recidivists among the 

boys was not significantly different fitom the girls; in 

faet the ratio was almost identical for both groups . The 

range of the ages at the time of the fiJ:Jst and the last 

court appearance was broad, indicating that recidivism 

might begin within any age group . In general there did 

seem to be an increase 1n repetition of delinquincies up 

until age fourteen, followed by a gradual deoline in the 

upper end of t b.e age range. The gt rls tended to be older 

than the boys by a year or two. '!be incidence of boy rA­

peatera, sixty point three was high but the averag e number 

or court appearances for both sexes was not great at two 

poin~ six . Th& researeher felt there was s1gnif1eanoe 

in the heavy weighting of offenses a ga1nst property as op• 

posed to the marked infrequency ot offenses age inst the 

person . Theft among boya and truanoy among girls were th 

most oommon ottensea. Case anal7s1s 1nd1oated that very of­

ten these types of offenses were closely associated with 

symptoms of neglect . The reader may question why these 

rtioular children became recidivists. The need to ex­

plore the plan ot treatment at the time of the tlrat of• 

fense was most apparent tn the oaaes studied. 



III 

I I:?I OF C 

It has been shown in Chapter II -t hat it 1s th 

individual r a ther than the offense that must be studied 

if the behavior of the delinquent is to be understood~ 

It follows then that in deciding upon a disposition the 

judge must ensure tha t Pthe disposition is realisti callY 

related to the causes of this youngster*s behavior and 

not merel,y to the specific offense .for which he is 

appearing in court.• In meeting the needs of child• 

ren the Judge can only choose ong those dispositions 

set down by law. His choice is .further limited by the 

avail ability of community resources . bus while pro­

ispos1t1on fo bat1on 

case, its 

be th ost :ropriat 

will necessarily be under• 

ned if t he probation officer is pressured by too 

heavy a caseload . Similarly the realization that 

child needs a specia.J.1zed type of institutional care 

is of little ue if there is no such appropriate 

institution in e tence or if lo aiting list 

es immediate trea t ment of tbe child impossible. 

•
11he t wo 0 ns most commonly 

ton and '.£re 
heldon Gluec 
he Riverside 

... 

01.4 ., 
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probation and comroi,tment to a eoi-rectiona.l institution, 

ill be studied in this chapter .. robation means super•· 

vision of the child in his own home or a foster home PY 

a Probation Officer of' the B.-alifax Regional Offioe of 

the Department of Public Welfare, 8 'lemporarytt probation 

and suspended sentence are classed here as probation. 

In Nova Scotia there are three juvenile eorrectiona.l 

-nstitutions, The Nova Beotia School for Boys in Shel• 

burne which reeeives t he male juvenile delinquent~, 

nbe Maritime Bome for Girls at Xruro which serves the 

Protestant de~inquent girl , and Saint Euphra sia • s train­

ing School in Halifax which treats the Roman Catholic 

de rl. 

DNo loMer is tlere insistenoe upon one bes 

method. 0£ ta..liing care of all children presenting prob-
l 

lems of social malaajustmenutt, rathe~hasis today 

is on trying to determine which children need which ty 

of service and for how long. Choice of prob~tion as 

the appropriate means rehabilitation should be made 

only if certain positive el~ments a~e present in the 

enviro,pment 

"'The home surroundings must appear sufficiently 
conducive to the proper upbringing of the child, 
and the ad,ustment of the boy or girl in an atmos 
phere of freedom,. as the oro:inacy community life 
:rovides it, must be reasible, with the help of: 

l 
Herbert 

Delinquents", ..Fed:etal. I!r~,l~A.Qll 
es for Juvenile 
), PP• 46..,.51 



he courtfs 

-20-

l 
erv1sory authority .• 

rooa~ion must never be chosen routinely as disposition 

for the first offense nor automatically avoided for the 

second or third offense, although there was evidence of 

general pattern of use of probation for first offense 

and institutional commitment for second offenses . 

~his ~rend is evident in both Table na. 7~ 

he above case illustrates 

he court at the 
and entry. fhe 
his offense 
lace to slee 

evere 

entry 
and com-

d per-

c. 

ed 

he Juvenile 
• uheldon 
he Riverside 

al 

{ . 
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sisten eba.vior problem indicative of' some psychological 

nsecur1.ty . rolec't1ve tes did reveal conflicts 

center 

r aser 

com_pe 

around rel:a nsh1:os 

his f ather*s attention an 

uthority . 

und the 

n .of bis seven siblings .for parental a.f.tection 

oo much to handle; thus his escape in frequent wandering. 

he bays t problem, his ag e , his background, and his 

arents • a.tti es would indicate probation was the 

tl' and 1 'ght be questioned whether 

been better .:ror 

on rather than commi 

e second o.:n·ense. 

1ght have 

ert.ainly the two 

r a child onth 

such as 

relation 

definite 

helped to 

needed a 

be te:rme 

·R~ 

nary perio oo snor 

er to reeei ve much b.enefit from a. construe ti ve 

i th authority . MQreover , there was 

at these pa.rents migbt have been 

e t ·ra ser tne security he so desperately 

e, tu.s delinquencies , 1.f they- may properly 

., .. ere in no wa:y harmful to the communi -i;y ! 

eommitment did not seem warranted. and was 

quite probaoly harm.ful t .o the child, causing still 

.further estrangement from nis famiJ.y. It 1s known that 
C 

raser l s behavior did not improve and be was committed 

a second time at the age of eleven for the same 'typ 

or of'fense 

n the other hand, c:ommitme:nt to an 1nsti tution 

.y oe tne 1t1n<1 of care most ben.efic1a.l to many delinquent 



chi 

orfer 

en. utb n 

e cnile1.1 

8--

s wha he institution c 

ers a chlict a group of hi 
share in their interests , an 

hole,, offers the 
hed for the grou 

ers staff and house 
without need 

hildren whose homelife is grossly inadequa~e, 

children who need a controlled environment to learn 

socially acceptable behavior and more successful inter-

ersonal relationships , children who need the protec~ion 

of limits can bene£it frOl!l the correctional school. 

ecil LarKin is a child whose goad adjus~men 

a t the training school was maintained after his re• 

entry into the communi ty. 

-eared oe.t"ore the cour 
old and found guilty 

e 
he 

extremely i 

ruancy ,1a s a per 
r to hi,s fir 

o school 

ver1shed home situation 

n 

--------------------•---------------------•w---•--------------
.utn u1.1man, ,tt·os"ter liome l.;are for Delinquent 

Childrenn, tbe Problem,Qf P€.l;Li,wuency, ed. Sheldon 
lueck (Bostonf ~oughton Mifflin Collipaey , fhe River~ 

side Press , 
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characterized by marital discord and parental inaaequacy 

o~etner \'fith unsatisfactory acbievement in school made 

Cecil a poor risk for probation and indicated that he 

could best be helped by treatment in the correctional 

school. After a .five month commitment period Cecil 1 

improvement was so marked he was released to his o 

ome unaer the supervision of the after-care officer . 

Cecil maintained this ~atisfacto:ry adjuetment during 
,, 

bis after care period,. He obtained and held a steady 

oo as a laborer and got into no further troubla wtth 

he law._ A year after his release from the instit'Ution 

he case was closed,. .1'he worket felt Cecil I s behav1or 

as satisfactory and supervision was no long_er necessary. 

he writer wished to show through the above two 

case analyses that the disposition chosen by the judge 

.ust be justified by its appropriateness as a type of 

service to the offender, his family , and the community . 

Probation and commitment should never be used automat ... 

1caJ.ly as for example probation for delinquents who 

commit minor offenses and institutional care for the 

more serious offenses . Nor should the first offense 

necessarily mean probation and the second, commitment. 

Bather disposition should be determined by the needs 

of the child.- The Judge sends the child to a controlled 

environment not because his delinquency is worse than 

that of another chiJ.d but because the institution ofrer 



hi 

home . 

see 

o~ 

type o erv1ee he cannot receive 1n h1s o 

v..£.w.,,i,..r..ar .Ly 1>ro on 1s usect only when it would 

0 e something more pos1 e r 

o offer e child than ent to 

ilitat1.ve 

correctiona 

nsti tut1on-. 

In order to demonstrate further the use de of 

ro on a ble s arawn up to sh the number of 

t he children were on probation before they were 

oommited and the number of children :t·or robation 

as used aftel.' ey nad ~erve ..... er1od in the institut• 

_on tor revious offense .• 

ABLE 

OS 

e t'rooa" 

A 

SHOWING 
AND 

ber of Cbildre. 

"'l'ior to Commitment ••• , • • • • .. • • • • • • .• 4 

o Yrobation Periods 
r:lor to Commitment·••••••·•••••• •• l 

'"hree .t'rooa tl.on Per1oas 
-rior 

our Yroba 
·rior to Co 

ne t'rooation 
Subsequent to 

, • ....... ., • . • t . !I! • .• ,,.. 4 

•· • •·•. ,. ,, ., •.• • • • • • ~·• l 

en ~ •..• •·•, • .. ,:•· •.,. 

••'able hows th by far the largest number 

o~ children (43) do .1.:nly one probationary period an, 
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ere then ·committed to the institution. Si:x:teen child• 

ren had two ,Probationary periods prior to commitment 

but probation was used three times in only four case 

and four times in only one case .. It is evident fro. 

this table that once a child has been committed to a 

correctional institution, probation is seldom used . 

I n thisgroup only six children had been placed on pro-

bation ter ha een co: tted. fhis low fi~ure 

ay be accounted for in part by the fact that upon 

rel.ease fr a correct1on chool, each chilct auvo-

atically com.es under t rv on 01· the af'ller• 

care off'1.cer an his service rather than probation 

as usea 1n some cases . rhe ct tbat 

receiving after- care service snou no 

cnild is 

imit the 

Judge ' s choice of disposition however, again, no one 

type of service 

s1deratlon 

heldon 

he other 

e used routinely wi tho 

sible d1spositlo.u~" 

con• 

ecK clearly states what is involve 

in enc1.ng proee -,.;, ,. 

0 
offen, 
other 
cultur 
and his 

ivi 
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l 
n , 'the future , 

c.ioser .LQok a"t the dynamics behind t he 

delinquencies of some of these children may help 

bether in f act disposition was based on the 

1losophy of individualization. 

· c1arence Flinn oomes from a broken home • .B.1 
father deserted the family when Clarence was one 
year old and has not been known to Mrs. Flinn 
since. DifficuJ.ty between the parents dates even 
further back as the father •s departure was pre­
cipita ted by a charge of non• support laid by his 

te . Rather than appear in court he fled to an­
other province. Clarence ' s mother then was left 

· ~•- the care and maintenance of her little son. 
inn bad to work, the care of Clarence 

s left t.o his -grandparents iiho were 11 ving with 
their daughter at the time , Described as a 
neurotic person, :t.ir s . Flinn had a chronic heal.th 

rol:>lem; she was tense, nervous and easily upset. 
Dependable and responsible at work sbe was able 

o provide for Clarence 's physical needs . H.ow ... 
ever 11.r.s . Flinn had always felt the strain ot 
disc!plining Clarence and throughout the years 
.felt her attempts at handl.~ng her son were 

h.warted by the inter.ferenee of the grand .. 
arents, As Clarence became more of a behavior 

problem, his mother gradually assumed an over 
rotecti ve a.tt1 tude to which Clarence immed.tately­

reacted with some resentment and embarrassment . 
~t age fourteen Clarence appeared before the cour 

on a the.ft charge . ae was found guilty and place 
on temporary probation ~waiting assessment at th 
Child Guidance Clinic . 

his was clearly a case of inconsistent parental 

handling resulting in an ambivalent relationship between 

other and son. he pressures of environmental circulll-

stances ere contributing f actors but not so great as to 

·1 · - - ··· 

• 

roeess'"', 
ifflin Co 



,._,uu ... 

arrant the child ' s removal from the home . fhe ·mother 1 s 

attitude was positive and her motivation good., Hel p 

1th understanding and handiing CJ.arence for !i..rs . Flinn 

and therapy for the boy as recommended by the court 

seemed to be the appropriate treatment measures . The 

other ' s handling did improve , she moved away from her 

other and pro 

w 

no 

seen in the year that followed . 

placed on probation when she 
1th truancy at age fourteen . Although 
ere ·married and living togethei: , the 

here was st~ained. The parents had been 
hen Hilda was about nine years old an 

her being placed in an orphanage 
occasions . When living with her 

cont1nual.ly moving about as the 
house to house, depending on the 

.or rent . Bilda•a father was an 
s been frequently 1n jail for 1n• 

sporadic worker and failed 
e income . :'rhe family -could 

_he financ 
ters . M:rs .. Kent 

ly t -ogether and 
s good . 

he environmental pressures to meet daily needs 

were very great in this f amily and the general emot ional 

a-cmosphere in the home snot good . Hilda ' s problem ot 

oor school a ttendance was understandable i n the l1gh 

of the f .y si -cua n . If Hilda was t o be helped in 

her own home some provision would have to be made for 

financial as t ance meet the basic needs of the 

f ly. foster home might be an alternate plan for 

child such as Ri.t.aa. 

~en•year- old Albert Cooper was charged with 
11t1u•· 
,';"- St--~ ' t·1, · uaeah I r.ary 

Sa.mt M.ary' s U aii eriity 
.... H.1ii a 'lr 



... 

irst court appearance 
on . He had stolen pop bot. 

·or cash., and was guilty of breaking 
considerabl e amount of other prop-

e was a behavior problem in school, 
ights with other boy s . Xen years 
wo, his school work was said t o be 
rimary level. Although interested 
very concerned about getting help 

h mo ther and step- f ather found it i m­
handle him . fhe · community was com ... 

bert ' s behavior . 

Unmanag eable at home , doing poorly a t school 

both in deportment and a cademi c progress , disrupting 

to t he community, it could hardly have been expected 

that Albert would make profitable use of probation. 

he psychologi·cal t ests given a.t the t ime of h1s 

secon~ court appear ance t wo months l a ter for truancy 

reveaiect AJ..Dert ' s Intelligence Quotient to be only 71 

l a cing him in t he low borderline range . The psy-

chologist ' s r ecommendation of a school for the menta.1..1.y 

retarded was not carried out because of tha t ins titution' s 

-Ong wai 11st an, urther period of pro ion 

was used . In a short time Alber a s in ouble again 

and committed to the correctional school where the pro. 

gr am is not designed to meet the needs or children such 

as Alber "• 

Perhaps the most i mportant ad junct to the 

Juvenile court is the Child Guidance Clinic . or the 

4 families comprising the example under study 22 had 

contac t with the Halifax Child Guidance Clinic ~. fhis 
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number a:p_pears to be r ather low •in view of the 1·ac 

that these 

linquenc1e 

otiva 

ch11dren bad eommitted repeated de~ 

bile many of these familie re no 

or l.ong ter herapy, psychiatric sess-

ent to aid inc ce or treatment pl an see essential.,. 

ad psy chia tric assessment been used more ex-

ensively q e possibl: 01· service used .in 

a~ o he case 

actually effected 

uld have been different ".:t ,ha.n ·t-ha,t 

bis would seem especially true i 

the case 

offense 

chi.J.dr en who c ' tted second and further 

ABLE 7 

DI RDING 

Number of Cou.rt __ . M _ . . . al~ _ .. 
Appearanees I nst,1 tu tia . Probation .Institution Probat1on 

u1rst 

econd 

•Y'hird 

ourth 

if'th 

ixth 

Seventh 

Note:t 

17 

51 

28 

10 

3 ~ 
·~ l. 

l 

'12 l 

26 3 7 

10 4 

6 

l 

.l 

0 

pearanc.es wa 
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.ble 7 shows the disposition of 106 repea:te:rs 

the number of court appearance . Sixty-

o boys an ,._ne g1rls were put on probation for their 

first offense while seventeen boys and one girl were 

placed in a correctional institution. Among second 

time offenders twenty-six boys and seven girls were put 

on prob on and three girls and fifty-seven boy ere 

sent to correctional insti·tutions . his table clearly 

indicates that probation was the !av·ored disposition 

for first offenders while coilllLitment to the institution 

was the requent dispositlon for second offendero, 

After the second court appearance and o ,. and ... -i.nclud .... 
.. 

ing the seventb court appearance· the institu.tion appear~ 

o be used more than the probation service~ 

0£ the 106 ehildren in tbe smnple, all but l 

had spent some time in a correctional institution. 

Age a t the time of their first eo tmen presented 

in XabJ.e • 
his table is significant in showing that com. 

itment was no rtioularly related to any one age , 

ather tne table portrays a concentration at age 10, 

evel.l1ng off at 111 rising again at age 12 and lv, 

and reaching e a'& age • 
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AGE OF 93 RECIDI VISIS AT flllE OF FIRST COfuk.IXhEN 

'!!"-'_-_.-: --- --
Age in 
Years 

nder 8 

8 and Under 

and Under 

0 and Under 11 

1-l and Onder 12 

12 and Under 13 

13 and Under 14 

14 and Under 15 

5 and Under 16 

- . -ver 

Not Recorded 

CfION.AL I 

Male 
No,. 'I, 

l 1. 0 

2 2 .. 0 

• 

18 . 

10 11. 

14 16 . 2 

13 15 .. l 

17 19.7 

7 8.1 

1.0 

2 2 . 0 

0 

... ........-

. ...,._ -'~----
Female 

No. ,, 

2 2a. 

5 71.4 

7 100 

..,..._...,_ ___ 

study of l ength of first and seoonu cullilliiu-

ents as given in Table 8 proved equally interestl.n~ . 

Xhe average length of first stay was a.a months and 

only 5.9 montha fo r tbe second stay . Nearly a t enth 

of all the children colDlh1tted were 1n the correctional 

nst1tut1on Less ~nan 4 months for their first stay and 
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only 20% s taye ore t cme year . 

...... -~ --
Length o ay Number of Boys 

at 
First Commi t ment 

----- . 
....,._.,......., ---- ...... 

nder 4 months. 

4 and Under 7 months 

7 and Under 10 month 

O and Under 13 months 

and Under 16 lliOnths 

ana under 19 months 

and Under 22 months 

22 and Und~r 25' months 
' 

-

6 

18 

ll. 

3 

0 

l 

RSf 

......... 

Number or jjoy s 
at 

Second Commitment 

·------·· ---------------
l 

0 

0 

..................... --------- -~ ............ -------·------·----.. -
be J.e 

case of many o 

h of institutionalization, as was the 

he probationary periods , seemed to-

brief in general fo r :ttehabil1tat.1on of the delinquen'b 

child . he researcher questions whe t her the needs o .. 

a large percentage o 

better met by some 

his group could not have been 

et kind of service rather than 



that he ~ra 

, 
.,.t!)M • 

ng school car e . 

o res_ 
r~ining 

onal nee~s are 
er reluctance 

-----------.-------------...-. .... ~-----·----------l 
an .. . 

utter worth and 
• 
• 2. 



CHAPTER IV 

FAMILY STRUCTURE 

"It is the child's family which has shaped hi~ be­

hav.iour.~ produced certain attitudes and standards and is 
·. l 

at the centre of his emotional life." 

An enquiry into the family background of the delin­

quent the re.fore is appropriate~. An understanding of the back-

ground from which the child emerges i 

stand:i. ng the dynamics of delinquency .. 

e ential in under-

It 1s the purpose of this chapter to analyse some 

of the social and environmental factors in the family back.­

ground of the delinquent. The following will be covered:. 

marital status, economic post tion as indicated by housmg 

and ineane; size of the family; delinquency of other members 

of the family, parental attitudes and parental discipline, 

The relationship of broken homes 1;0 juvenile delin­

quency has been a topic of much col\cern to students of Juven-
2 

ile delinquency. Two definitions have emerged from this em-

phasis on borken homes - the f)byl:li~ ~ ,,.~ broken home - in 

which one or both parents are missing through death , divorce, 

paration or desertion - and the psychologically broken 

home where both parents reside physically but where there 

is severe marital discord, infidelity and in general straine<ii, 

l 
Joan King, The Probation Aervice, (London: But-

i 1 ~ :, t 
terworth and 'Co., Ltd . ,, 1958), p. 9;~ ~ I 

di\ 
2 

Harry Barnes and Negley Teeters, New Horizons in 
Criininoloft (2d ed.; New York: Prentice Hall, Inc., 19~1), 
pp. 209-2 • 

-40-
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relationships. 

A table was drawn up on the marital status of the 

parents With whom the· 104- recidi"lists li \ted. "Married" 

was used for the home in which the t:wo parents were living 

together. 

TA.BLE 10 

DISTRIBtrr ION OF 104, RECIDIVISTS 
ACCORDING TO THE MARITAL 

STATUS OF THEIR PAR .. 
ENTS AS OF MARCH )l; 

1960 

arried 60 

Common Law 13 
Separated 1.2 

Widowed ' 31.ngle 3 

Divorced 2 

Not Recorded 9 

TOTAL 104 

Note; Two children were not included in 
this table; one living with foster­
parents, one adopted. 

It is not e<l t .ha t 6) .,2 per cent of the homes of the 

recidivists for whom information of marital status was ob­

tained were physically 1ntaet while in J6.8 pe·r cent of 

these cases one •or both paz-ents were absent trom the ehild' s 

home. However, mere absence or presence of parental figures 

does not necessarily indicate the adequacy of the home.. The 

atrnospbt1t1e in Myer Ra111say's home illustrates this: 

' .I' 

IJ 

... 
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• - and Mrs. Ramsay were married 
and living together. There was no record 
that they had enr been separ .ated and, they 
had always been able to provide a home for 
t he.ir five childt"en. However, there was a 
pattern of marital discord in this home of 
long standing. Referred by the probation 
officer to the Family Service Bureau for 
marital counselling the· worker in that agen­
cy found "their attitudes so hardened" and 
their t'unwil lingness to change-' so gi-eat 
they could not benetit from the counselling 
service. 

Neither was marttal status always indicative of 

family eeheaiveness, 

Brian Kelly's parents were 
legally married. However through the year 
Mrs. Kelly bad separated from her husband 
several times because of h1s complete ir.­
responsibility regarding his family and his 
habit of wandering off from time to time. 
However she had always returned to her hus­
band in the hope that he would reform and set­
tle down to steady employment • 

A further example of marital instability was illus­

trated in the case of Thomas Gaudet. 

Thomas' family ha~ a pattern 
of disorganieat ion of long standing. His 
own father, an . alcoholic, d:j. .ed when Thomas 
was ten years of age. There was suggestion 
in the record that both parents were unfaith­
ful up t -o this time~ Shortly af:ter the fa-
t her died, Mrs_. Gaudet entered a common-law 
union. When Thomas was t:welve she deserted 
him and her seven other children and moved to 
another provirx: e for- several · week~ where sh 
entered a second common-law union and had 
cne child. Subsequently she married this man 
so her present status is that 0£ a married 
woman. A furtht r note on the record indicates 
that the present parents -do not get along 
well at al.l. 

In :many or the cases where ther-e was only one parent in 

the home, the pressures to meet reality needs such as 
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income -and employment were so great that the result for 

t~ child was of :t~rl lack of superv~sion., inadequat e disci• 

pline . or physic 

Illustrative of the results of desertion i s the 

case o.f Joseph and .. Ira Norwood. 

Mrs . Norwood was dese~t$d by her 
alcoholic husband five years ago . She works 
day and. night to p:rov.ide an adequate income 
for her family. This ' liulit.s the time she 
oan sp•nd with her boys and results in their 
ut ter lack of supervision. Both children 
appeared before the court on several diffe.r ­
ent occasions. 

It should be recognized , however , that very often 

one pa~nt ., whetht r ~ivorced , separated or deserted by the 

marital J:Brtner • · 1s able to cope quite adequately with the 

delinqient child . On the other hand in many cases where 

the parents were married and living together~ the emotional 

tmosphere in the home was strained by excessive drinking 

or chronic marital conflict . 
< 

In order to ascertain the socio- economic status 

of the families of th recidivists a study was made of ad-
----

equate bous.ing and income ' and the ratings made are shown 

in Table 11. The criteria used to judge the housing were 
. 

the M:>rkers' comments on the ad.equacy of the type of hom.e , 

the size of the dwelling in relation to the number of fam­

ily members, condition of tbe interior of tho house , ab-

sence of sanitary heating or lighting f aciliti • Data 

on family 1nqcrg.e were sonewhat limited and in very f ew 

cas as the actual ount r .eeorded . However, the oc oupa-

t .ion ot the fat.her, the cqi dition of the hous ing -and the 
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instability or lack of employment, the sources of income ., 

such·· as ' municipal assistanoe, enabled the writer to make 

general rati~ s on the adequacy of the income of most of 

the families • 

,, 

, 
'I 

{;i 

·,:,,:,'.J~ 
•.• "I 

TABLE 11 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ST'ATUS 
OP 94 FAMI~IES OF 

CIDIVISTS 

Income ·: Adequate 

Inadequate 

ijQ,t Recorded 

Housing: Adequate 

Inadequate 

Not Recorded 

37 

41 

16 

35 

42 

17 

· From Table 11 it is noted that more than half of 

the families of the recidivists £or whom there was suf'fi-
• 

cient information to rate, were judged to be "inadequate" 

both in regard to 1n: oim and hou sing. 

hile delinquency cannot be attributed directly _ 

to poor in: ome and poor housing, these factors are signi­

ficant in that they tend to foster conditions of over- { 

crowding, immorality,· ill.i.health and generally inadequate 

meeting of physic al needs. These factors frequently have 

emotional connotations also. Stlll lack of physical ac-
. . 

commodation can be a cause of family b.reak-down or the 

parents may become pre-occupied with the pressures of sat• 

is tying basic nee,ds for food, clothing and shelter, 
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The case of Reginald Doyle was one in which the 

physical inadequacy of the home played a major rolw. 

Although anxious to ~eturn home 
eleven year old Reginald was released from the 
correcttp1,al institution to a foster ... home beeause 
ot poor bQme ccnditions. Sleeping accommodations 
for him had to be shared with a teen- aged s1$ter. 

Conditions at home had not im­
proved during the year lteg1nald was committedJ 
nor in the three years that followed . Regina.Ld 
hifted from foster-home to foster-home before 

his seecnd commitment at age 14 on a charge of 
being drunk and disorderly . 

ot only had the honte conditions deprived Regi­

nald or a, family experience he required and apparently 

was unable to get from foster-home placement but no doubt 

contributed tq his recidivism. His original commitment 

to the Nova Scot:ia ·school for Boys at the age of ten had 

been necessitated by the inadequacy of the physic al set-up 

ef the home, This f .1:rst commitment was .en a charge of tru-

ancy with runn away being noted as problem at that 

t • 
The continual inability of th,e parents in cases 

u:,h as that of Reginald ~o mobilize themselves to iun­

prove the situation may be considered in many eases to b 

indicative of lack of motivation or a basic personality 

inadequacy . 

One child was encouraged by his mother to truant 

because she il.ecl.t he would ge.t better physi~ care 1n th, 

carnr~t..1™1 institution than it was possible for he r to 

provide. 
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Roland Archer and his five brothers 
lived with their mother in the basement of a 
large tenement house quite run-down. The work­
er's description of this home read, "The walls 
lack plaster and daylight is in evidence from 
almost any viewpoint. The apart~nt is damp 
and at times water seeps through the floor." 

~ Archer had been deserted by her husband 
and the family's only income was social assi~­
tance. 

Inadequate living conditions were contributing 

factors to Nora Richards' delinquencies. 

Nora, her mother and two other adults 
lived in three rooms ot a run-down tenement house 
in a slum district. The rooms were described as 
cold, barren and dirty~ The building housed a 
varied group of occupants incl uding transients 
and the inhabitants had a reputation for immoral­
ity~ It was under these conditions that Nora be­
came pregnant at the age of 14. 

Colin Redmond's en vironmm t was another example 

of extremely poor physical eonditiong. 

Mr. and Mrs . Redmond and their ten 
children lived in three rooms in a slum area of 
Halifax. Living ccnditions were described as 
"unfit for human habitation." 

Families living under conditions as these require 

the organized help of many social agencies to improv 

their physic al surroundm gs and to cope with the co-exist-

1ng soc ial-psyehological proble • 

lthough there were many families living under in­

adequate eondi tioos there was evidence that it caitributed 

directly to the delinquency of the child in only very few 

cases. Ce·rtainly it must have been at least a remote 

cause of unsatisfactory 11 ving and consequent acting out 

agaiost these ccnditions or to escape them \through delin­

quency +ikely operated in many other cases. There can be 
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no doubt that it limite.d the choice of , disposition in 

many cases and bas a negative effect, o.I). , treatment and 
I 

rehabilitatiolt, 

lt is a · oomtnonly ' held viewpoint that d$linquent 

children come from• large families, Family s.ii• has been 

investigated in study after study 'but there has been lit­

tle consistency among the tindiagt,, In ber study Merrill 

felt there was significano 

and st~te$ "delinquent boys co 

• 1n the siz& ot the family 

trom larger tamilies" .1 

Vedder o~ the other hand t,lt that the number 0£ family 

einbers was insignifican ,. 
2 

The Gluecks study indiQated 

t,ha t t be a v.er'!lge number of eh ildre~ in the family of de• 
) 

linquent s was 6.8 • 

The, 106 reeidi viats in tb is e1<udy r~presented 94. 

families . Family size is it1d1cated in the table . below: 

'l'ABLE 12 

SIZS OF THE FAMILY or 'rME RECIDIVIST 

Number of Children 

Under 5 

5 and over 

Not Recorded 

umber of Families, 

31 

50 

7 

. l .. 
Maud A. Merrill, Probl~s of Cbild Delin~uenez: 

( Camb,r1d ge: Bought.on Miffl!n Company, . 1947) • pp . T .•10 
2 

. . Cly4e Vedq.er, The Juvenile Offender (New York : 
Doubleday and Company, Inc . , l954) , p . 54. · 

3 ' ' ' 
Sheldon and Elea.nor Glueck , Unr-avelinf Juvenile 

Del1':t~ue,nc~ (New forlo The Commonweal~h F\lnd, ~950), · ·· 
pp . ' g;.3! • 
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The averag,e a~ee of the family in No'(4 Scotia . is 
l . . f 3.9. ~ ntlat1on to this · igure ~he :reeldivist does appear 

to eome trom the larger family grQup. 

Acke.rtn@.2.teels that .fam.ily inst.ability Q.ontrib~tes 

not only to one member! s delinquel\cy but tends to make the 

whole family d.e;linquent. Some attempt was made then t -o 

learn the, rate, .of delmquency withi;n the fa-rni~y group, 

The 106 cbil<iren( reel.di vistt) in ~ is samplJ represe.nt 94 

families. Twentynine per cent of these families ~ve more 

than i:ne delinquent ehi'ld . Among the 106 recid!vists them-, ... 
elves- are seven sets of ~wo brother,, one set. of two sis• 

\er~ and· twQ sets of tliree brot;.he;rs. eventeen childre~_ 

have delinql:lent .brqthe,rs or sisters outside the sample. 

. . O~i ve. and Patt;'ioia Spicer, 11 
years and 12 years old, made their first ap­
pear~qce in ao~·t ~.ogetber c;m , charge ot ~ho,Pr 
lifting from a .1.ooal departne nt store and were 
subsequently plaoed on probation . Both girls 
completed their • pro bat-ionary periods success­
fully. No other dif fioulties arose until ~hree 
years later whert. tp.e y appeared together in 
court for the s,-cond tune on a Qharge of truan­
ey •. Up until the present time they have not; . 
been ta any trouble and have not missed any 
sehool . 

·, 

Both girls conunttted the same offense and both com .. 

mitted them with each othe~ . A look into their background 

may 'rev:eal the ·s1gn:ttj.c,ance ot their delinquencies , 
I, -1 "' . . . 

. :\.;,,.;-- . four Jeara ·p:revious to ,;the &!rlQ•, . 
firs\ offense thay w·ere apprehended and made wards 

1The Atlantic . Almanac , 1960, ed. 0. Kerm,ode . ( Fred­
eriet CXl , New Brunswick: tlie Atlantic Advocate) , ·p. 66 . 

2 . : . ' ' - . . -
. . . . N.at~n W. Aolterman , The Ps~c,bodzaamtos 0,f ~ FcUnily 

Life(New tor~ . Basic Books1 Inc. , 1 58) p, 1!1. -
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on the basis of neglect. At that time 
home conditions were de.scribed as de.plor­
able and t h e girls were placed in the Or­
phanage for t hree years. Although the fa­
ther was completely irresponsible Mrs. 
Sp.teer was very interested in her chil­
dren. . In i'ao,t t he bond was so strong be­
tween ~other an ,d ,eh'i 'ldl:"eil th$ g_irls were 
placed in the Orphanage rather t han in 
foster-homes. Thi'ee years later Mr .s. Spi.­
oer was able • to , pi-ovide a home ff>r. th 
girl& and wardship terminated. However 
the family is still · burdened with heavy 
financi al problems. The .home 1$ overcrow­
ded and the father has deser-ted . 

The pressure of environmental factDrs is indica-
. . ' . . . .... 

ted as a contributing factor to the girls' delinquencies. 

Parental neglect was of a physical nature. There was a 

good relat ion~hip between tm mother and the children. 

Both girls were able to use the help given them by thi­

probation officer. 

The Carter boys represent another p:lc,ure of 

family delinquency. 

Alex, fifteen years, Maurice, 13 
years and Norman, 12 years, have all appeared 
before the court more than onee. Their oldest 
brother has als·o been known to •the Juvenile 
court. The boys have always appeared in court 
on Charges 0£ break, entry and theft. Maurie 
was the first or the three brothers to be brought 
to court. When he came for the third appearanc 
Norman was charged with him. Alex did not appear 
in court until Maurice's fourth offense and both 
boys at that time were committed to the Nova 
Scotia School for Boye. Mr. and Mrs. Carter 
failed to set any standards of behaviour for 
their children. They had no insight into the 
boys' problems and blamed their delinquencie . 
on outside causes. 

The concentration of delinquency 1n this family 

is very great. There is apparent a family pattern or 
meetilg problEms through repeated. delin<;p.encies. 
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To conclude this chapter on the family environ­

ment of the rtc1divist , a study of parental attitudes 

was undertaken . Although data on parental a t titudes 

were not ava1la'.ble for the whole reeidivist sample, the 

researcher was able to make ratings of positive , nega­

tive or neutral on the att itudes of sixty- five mothers 

and fifty- seven fathers . Parental attitudes were cons id"!" 

ered positive when mothers or fathers showed an interest 

in the welfare or the child and were concerned about his 

behaviour, A negative rating was ma.de when the parents 

rejected the child and expressed their lack of i nterest in 

the child . Attitudes were considered neutral when the parents 

were indifferent· or unconeemed about the child and his wel­

fare . 

Figure l illustrates that 53 per cent ·of the parental 

att1tudes were pos1t1 ve ones . Thirty-tour per cent of the 

mothers bad positive ratings as compar ed to the low figure 

0£ 19 per cent for fathers, While a rating of positive doe 

not excl ude· the fact that other aspects of the environment 

may be undesirable , th is figure has soIOO significance tor the 

potential 1mplied in these mothers and fathers; a potenti al 

that might well have significance for planning of the recidi­

Vist and his family . The fa ct that fifty-three per cent 0£ the 

parents had positive ratings on attitudes toward their chil­

dren yet tolerated other unwholesome living conditions for the. 

child or failed to transniit pai-ental standards to the child · 

indicates the need for more adequate community facilities :to 
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erve the family . 

Pos~hve. 

NeC\•Tive 

N~h-ol 

FIGURE l 

RATINGS ON PARENTAL ATTITUDES 

OF 65 MOTHERS and 57 FATHERS 

TOWARD THE RECIDIVIST 

lCI 'l..0 

'54~. 

•S-4 ~•4 

P~R ,..___,, 
o ~o __ ~o_ 60 -io ~ ~o 100 

,~o.,(• 

:Lfi•.1. 

1:1 % 

'i :So/. 

_C]«.~...othe,s 

~s-i•the.-. 

F:Lgure 1 points t th at 53 per cent of ~he pa-

rel1i s have positive feelings towaz-d th~ir children . 

Other mo,ther ·s and fathers wi th positi ,v~,a t tit udes thwart-

d their own desire for the child1 s good behaviour by in­

consistent, lax or overstr1ot discipline . Negative atti­

tudes were sho,m for 15 per cent of mothers and 10 per 

oent of the fathers . 0£ the 22 per cent rated neut J"a!l. 

it was significant that 16 per cent were fathers . In 

view of the fact that every child , including the recidivist 
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needs a good ident1£1cation with a father figure as well 

CQnsistent discipline .to develop inner controls, ,thi 

latter finding needs ·emphasis .• . For the parents adjudged 

neutral in their attitudes whose indi.t'ferenc.e is so d.am­

aging to the child., this figure was significantly high. 

To sum up, this ehapter has attempted an enquiry 

into the environmental background of the reoidi vist. 

arital statm had significance only as it indicated pa­

rental inadequacy or the pressures of daily living such as 

poverty, marital discord, unemployment. Statistical trends 

nd case analyses ind.1eated very little po.tential for re­

habilitation~ tbe offender • . The child was facing the sam 
' ' 

conditions year after year. The presence of other delin-

quents in the family suggested a fixed family pattern of de­

linquency for meetillg problems. P.arental attitudes indica­

ted a high percentage of mot}:lers and fathers with positiv 

attitudes toward their children, yet the i:-ecidivist could 

not seem to beuefit by thisto control his delinquencies •. 

Once again the need 0£ b~oad community programs and social 

agencies to se.rve the $8 t'amiliea is indica.ted. The pre,ven­

tati Ye aspects of delinquency must be stressed as wel.l 

the need. tQ initiate treatment of the child's basic pro• 

blem at an early age. 



ioneQ"'•· 

CHAPTER V 

'!'HE SCHOOL 

The school 1s the fi r st testing 
gt.-ound set up by society tor tbe child 
outside the .saoure atmosphere of the ho.m~•• 
It supplies t h e · first proof ot his adap• 
tabili t y and. oapao1ty tor soo1al1zat1on · 
in a theatre of action in whic h t here are 
trict rules punit ively enforced by non­

parental author11ry • 

It the child has had unsatisfactory home ezper-

o many ot those under study did , he will. tind 

the expectations of tb1s new '1 t&st 1ng ground" DlOSt diffl­

cult indeed to meet . 

Students of the subject of juvenile deli nquency 

e t hat the delinquent ch1ld frequently 

djusting to the demand de on him by th 

d1ff1culty 

chool.. Un-

satis factory school adjustment, ade ret1rdation• low 

cadem1c achievement• h1gh i ncidence of truancy and an in• 

tense dislike of school a.re l'efe.ri,ed to oons1 s tently in re• 

lat 1on to the delinque·nt child , Progress and conduct 1n 
2 

senool were two or t h e six taotors the Gluecks used as cri-

twia 1n predtett.ng delinquent behavf.or-, The aohool, b&• 

ing in an e~cellen t position to detect early signs or mal• 

djustment of the child, oan have a very important role 1n 

1 . . 
Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Unravelinf Juvenile 

He~1nquency (llew York: The Commonwealili Fund, • 950) p . I,35 . 
2aertra~ I • Bleck end Selma J ~ Glick, ~aec1d1v1sm 

t the Hawtho~ne• Cedar Knolls School" • (New York: Jewish 
Board of Guardians , 1952) ;, P • 8 . 

- 53-
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delinquency prevent ion .. 

The major concern or this chapter will be an anal­

ysis of the recidivists a ccording to academic at tainment, 

capacity school attendance , ccnduct in school , and t ermina­

tion of school . Data on school standing were very limited 

nd the material presented must be recognized as indicative 

rather than cooclusi Vv . 

It 1s evident that feelings of inferiority and other 

forms of emotional maladjustment may result if a child is in 

a cla with otbe rs significant ly younger in age than him .. 

self~ Becaus chool progress was poor among the delinquent 

children studied, this situation was found frequently. Schot>l 

retardation see~s to be a commc:m trend among delinquent chil­

dren. Thus Powers and Witmer1state: 

The most delinquent boys , it ia evi­
dent , are relatively frequently retarded . , Sev­
en out ot fifteeni were retarded three or mor . 
times or placed in special class or vocational 
chool. 

In a study made oomparing the characteristics of the 

1000 juvenile delinqu'l !l~.S ~tudie d by the Gluecks and the 100 

Hawthorne boys , school retardation in botb groups was marked, 

out 

Among the 1000 juvenile delinquents , 
.~4 . 5 per cent of the group were retarded at 
least one year in their school work , where 
in the Hawthoi"n.e group 54 per cen.t showed 
rade placement lower tha11 was expected fo:r 

the age level of the boy. z 

op . ci t ., P• 16 . 

'1 

t: 

l 

l 
•I 

'i 
I, 
1 

' 
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In the latest Glueck project , 

'lbe ennount 0£ school retardation 
showe that twice as many delinquents a 
non• delinquents were two or more year 
behind the grade proper f'c,r their age{~ 

In thla study aeventytwo ohild.ren out ot the 

e1P',hty children on whom the 1nt'ormat1on was available. 

were beh1 one ~ar ov more 1n school, Retardation of 

one year 1n school may not pe oonaldered too serious . 

owever,. t1ttyntne children were two grades or more be-. 

hind 1n school. 

Table +J. shows t he dis tr1but 1on of 106 rec1d1vis ta 

ccording to grad ttained as of open1~ of the aa ·se . 

Tak1~g the average age at starting achoo,l as silt yea»s, 

$nd normal s eompleting each· grade 1n one year, 

this table shows only twelve children 1n the grade corres­

onding to their age and only tour ob11d);\en whose progress 

was better than a ve.ragv,. owever, the highest number were 

retarded 1n school from one to five years.. ThUtteen ohil• 

dren were retarded one year in school, thirty children were 

behind by two years, twentytwo were retarded three year-a, 

-ix were behind by four years and ~me• s progress was back­

ward five years.! Illustrative of the delinquent child 

with retarded school progress was Roger Nolen,, 

ourteen years old Roger was in Grade 
6 and doing very poorLy. School had never 
been a reward.lng expev1once for lloger and 
was known to have marked feelings of 1nt'erlor1~ 
ty. :Roger had not begun school until he wae 
1ght years of age. . 'rhe reason given tor thi · 

by his parents was that he , was just too shy 
a;· .- " 

l 
Sheldon and eanor Glueck, op . cit. , p . 138. 
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to leave home .,. Roger was. never able to sat• 
1sfactor1ly settle down in school .for although 
generally -s by a nd reserved, his underlying ag­
gres si venesa would sometime$ manifest 1teelf 
:ln violent temper tantrums: and hostile attacks 
on the other boys . He always seemed to be on 
tbt, offensive m d ne.eding to •·prove• himself 
to the other&• Truancy was a ma·jor problem 
well. 

~ ycholog1cal testing revealed Roger • s 
intelligence to be 74, only borderline , Mr . 
and ~rs . tto1,n. his parents, were found to be 

ntally detic1~nt also . Obviously, school ot­
tered very little in the way of satisfaction 
for Roger . By bis fourteenth birthday he had 
been befol!"e· the court ~lve times on numet-ous 
charges of property damage, a teal1ng and tru• 
~ney. The boy himself attributed many of his 
ditt'ieulties to bis dislike for aad low achieve""' 
.ent in sobool . The authorities recommended ~,,, 

that Roger be helped to find work rathe.r than 
return to school when released a tter his fourth · 
commitment to the Nova Scotia School fo-xr 'Boys . 

In this case there is little doubt that Boger' 

grade retarda t1on was due 1n .Large sure to his l!.mited 

1ntell1gence.. More 1mpoPtsnt, however, was the fs.1lure or 
the school to offer any opportUJ'ltty tor satisfaction at• 

tained through a coom:plishment, a nee4 of every child. 

This e ommuni ty had no Pl'ORNDl to or fer child such 

Roger o needed an auxiliary class . Low intelligence in 

no way accounts for the aohool retardation or many other 

of the delinquent children . 

Maurice Oarter., 

chool record that 

boy of average intelligence, 

as poo~ as that ot Roger . 

.aurii:,e entered Grade 5 at the age er 
thirteen year~ having repeated Grade$ 2,) and 
4,. 'l'wo factors. at least s eem to have contr1bu• 
ted d1Pectly to his poor record . Maurice was 
very self'•oonso:tous ot bis physical handicap, 

d 

a cast 1n his eye, and he had a reading d1sab1l1ty 
which contributed to h1s dislike of school, 
and impeded h1a proJU>ess . 
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ny attempts have been made to relate recidivism 

to intelligence but no clear pattern was found . In the 
1 

article "Mental Retardation and Delinquency" the finding 

uggest that recidivism is r elated to low intelligenc~ •. 
2 

A later study by Shulman in 1950 indicated the same thing . 

Some students on the . other hand have found recidivists to 

be of higher intelligence than non-recidivists and Mer-
; 

rill in 1947 came to the conclusion that there was no sig-

nificant relationship between these t~o £aators . However , 

1n treatment planning , knowledge of the child ' s mental CH -

pacity has value. Furthermore there 1 ntion of only 

ix of these boys having been placed in auxiliary elas 

althwgh in the light of current psychological knowledge 

, 

t least 20 of these boys , those with intelligence quo­

tients under 80 , require this speGial class ·placement . Of 

the group of 65 children for whom such inforrm.t ion wa 

available , J2 . $ per ceQ.t • tested tested as average and 6 • .3 per­

eent scored above average . The data showed therefore that d"' ­

linquent-s may rank at either end Qf the intellig9nce aoale , 

lthough a s1gn1ficautly larger proportion of the delin­

quent children studied scored below average on intelligenc 

1E. T. Glueck , "Mental Retard.ation and Juvenile 
Delinquency , " Mental Hygiene ,XIX, (1935) , pp. 549- 572. 

2 
H. M. Shulman , "Intelligence and Juvenile De-

linquency" , Proceedipgs of the 2nd International Con­
gress on Criminology, 111, (1950) , pp. 111~1JI . ' 

3Maud Merrill , Problems of Child Deli nquency 
(Boston : Houghton-Mi£fli n , 1947} , p. 67. 
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test.:n While any ohild needs the security of discipline 

.and cons.i.rs·tent controls, lack of these is rticularly 

damaging to the mentalli defective child . 

Norah Richerds, whose intelli gence was 1n the 

sup:er1or range (IQ 121), appeared before the court three 

t i mes'. Grace Jone•, at the mentally detective level ot 

intelligence (IQ 56) repeated her offenses too and 11.Ke 

No 

ment to 

d had two probationary periods and one comm! t ­

correot1onal inst1 tut ion• 

Norah was the produ et or a very uns ta• 
ble home situation,. When Norah was eight her 

rents separated and she stayed w1 th her ra­
ther who during the next f'ew years lived in 
two c onnnon•law unions . Unhappy in these cir• 
eumstaooes Norah chose to live with mother who 
had \a few dirty rooms 1n a very unkempt tenentent 
house, the moral laxity ot the occupants of 
which was notorious. At tbe age of fourteen 
Norah was removed from her parents• custody end 
placed 1n a foster.-home . ns ·;jh1s t1me she haa 
formed a strong neUJ1ot1o attaohment to h&r mo• 
ther and her stay 1n the foster -home was char• 
acterized by frequent run•aways · to aee her 
mother. Truancy was apre>blem at this t1me as 
well. Despire superior intelligence she was 
discouraged with her poor school progz-e-as; felt 
beP teachers were against her., and seemed trU1'1• 
trated in any efforts she exerted to make 
friends. · 

Rejected by her parents , deprived or healthy 

home atmosphere; and t'ruatrate-d in school, Norah could not 

function at the superior level of her 1ntell1genoe and 

turned. to delinquencies in espera t ttempt tor atten~ 

t iQn and affection! Truancy, stealing and f1nollf ·an 11-

leg1t1mat noy led to her commitment to correction-

al institution. · 
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BLE14 

TELtIOE~ CE: QUOTIEl-tT OF 96 

IQ Range-rr ~Jo . 

60-70 ~ 8 ) 
) 

71•79 )Below Average 12) 
) ) 

80-89 ) 19) 
90 ... 109 Average 21 

110•119 ) 4-
) 

120 & over) Above averag 

Not Recorded. )1 

TOT"L 96 

RECIDIVISTS 

Per Cent 

60.9 

.32·-a 
6~3 

32.2 

100.0 

*alas-a1fic•t1on aooording to ·wechsler Intelli­
gence Seale for children ard the Revised Stan.ford 
Binet Tes.ts .• 

ble l~ therstore shows the intellectual tune-

t1on1ng of 96 ree1d1 viat boys based on t h vised Stan ... 
"'· 

ford Binet or the Wechsler ?ntall1gence Scale tor ohil-

n- While 32.2 r sent of these were not recorded 

the results still hav ome significance. In th 

group 60. 9 per cent tall in the below average range or 
in telligenee• 

Grace Jones• problem was not so much 
her retarded 1nte,.ll1genoe es he~ impovei:-ished 
home otmoapbere. Mrs. Zones•waa legally d1voreed 
from her busb&l'ld when Grace was thirteen but they 
had separated before that time . Desoribed as a 

raon of dull intelligence herself, M~s . Jone~ 
worked by the day and le.ft <}v-1rne and the other 
children under the c.are of the1.ll' twenty yeal' old 
mentally de.fective bl'other . In school Grace, was 
no discipline problem but was described as "1~~ 
capable of doing the work" . However shew as gra ­
ded each year as her teaohers felt that she would 
not learn anything no matter how many years she 
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tayed in one grade . Her d1ssat1sfaet1on ln 
school was expressed in frequent truancies. 
After two probationary periods she was .commit ­
ted to a correctional institution . 

The factors at work here were obvious. Role 1n­

dequaoy seemed typical of eve?ty member of the family . 

Two other siblings had spent time in correot1ona1 schools, 

Mrs. Jones w totally incapable of providing Ora ce w1 th 

any controls . Both phys 1eally an orally this home w, 

unfit and removal from the home was adv1sable. Howevwr • 

such a severely retarded ehild could not benefit from a 

correctional sohool,t s program,. Placement tn training 

school fo.r retarded children was the trieatment cho1c 

for Grace·. 

R&search s tudi deaJ.1ng w1 ttl t delinquent boy 

nd the school have found a close rela t ionship between de"!f 
1 

linquent behavior and truancy from school ,. This correla '"' 

tion true 0£ thi tudy also. Thirty-three chi-ldren 

were charged otf1c1ally -with truancy. In fourteen other 

oases poor school a:titendanoe v entioned a proble_ 

lthough tho child 

truanc,y·. 

d not been of1"1,eia.ll:y c harged with 

Poor deportment 1n school ha lready been mentioned 

1gn1f1cant ,factor 1n the pattern of the delinquent . 

1rn th~ir work Unraveling Juvenile Del.1nquen,c:y; 
(New Yorke 'lb.e Commonwe-a11Eh Fund, l950)p . l48, the Glueck 
tated that 94.,8 pe:r cent of the delinquents s,tud1ed had 

truanted at one t1me or another . 
Kvaraceus (Juvenile Deltng,uencz and -~he .,School 

Yonker,sr World Book Company, l9Ji.'$ , pp . tli4 ... 11i-'5) examined 
the f 1nd1ngs of six research projects dealing w1 th the inci­
dence of truancy qm.ong delinquents, showing percentages ot 
delinquents who were found t~ be truants ranging from 2$ to 
66 . . 
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While the lack of information 1n this area on the records 

~de tabulation 1mposs1 ble, the case of Pat Saunders was 

typical of 

able. 

ny or those for whom informa,tion was ava11 ... 

At the age of ten, Pat appeared be• 
tore the Judge on a charge of "persi 
behavior in sohool0

, For some time previously 
· to this P-at had be:en unable to keep up in hia 

school w:ork. Re was described as a severe bM­
v 1or problem, very d1f£1oult to mana ge, and 

constantly 1n f igbta w1 th the other oh1ldren. 
teal ing from s ehoolmates was an additional 

problem. Pat was placed on p~obation and re• 
. £erred to the Ohtl~ G;... i-d~nee Cl1n1o ror a sse:u, ... 
ment. There the Psyan1atriat desiti:r-:lbed Pat a~ 
•basically an aggreas1ve youngster wbo has no 
oonstruetive outlet . An examination of t 
home situation revealed inconsistent and 1nad• 
equate parental handling. Mereever, obron1e 
marital conflict between a mother handicapped 
by blindness and an irresponsible, Ul\'lemployed 
ta ther orea ted an unhe,althy emotional atmos• 
pher& for Pat. Mrs. Saunders seemed genuinely 
interested in Pat but at the same · time resented 
him while Mr .. Saunders dismissed hie son as a 
"crazy m1..xed•up · k1d"., Other apparent causal 
taetora in Pat• s delinquencies were an associa­
tion with .a gang or other delinquents., b1s bor­
der line intelligence and the fact that he was 
easily led~ However, Pat was helped through a 
relat1ons.b.1p with a male therapls t and def1111 te 
1rogress was made and ma1nta1 ned tor the next 

tw years,. At this time d1ffioultles al'O 
once more and Pat was expelled or suspended 
from school several times.- Persistent truancy 
led to his· second court appearance and v1olat1on 
of probation resulted in his oomm1tment. 

Another case of aohool misconduct was W1111a 
Awald. 

William was expelled from school at 
ge of thirteen. The Principal stated, tthe 
not fit into the school progPam and he 
s considerable disturbance in the olasl'I • 

room. He fights continually with the ot her 
boys. He is 1n Grade 3 but cannot write and 
his reading is very much retarded. He also 
tights on the school bus and the driver has 
had to put him oft·." Petty thieving was ano­
ther or William• s problems. William was 
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brought to court tll d placed on proba.. . 
tion .. The presentence investigation 
revealed important constitutional rao~ 
tors as well as an extremely poor home 
nv1ronment , Willlam was diagnosed as 
n 1deopath1c epileptic and placed on 

daily medication as a control of his at• 
taeks, A home strained. with mental dis • 
cord 'betwe6n a neurotic mother who 

oream&d at the children and beat them 
when they got on her nerves and fil pass! ve 
1rrespons1b le father made prognosis mo,et 
unfavorable . An attempt was made to have 
William placed in a training school for 
retarded children but his intelligence, 
while only bordorl1ne, was too high for 
dmitt~nee to tbe only such resource in 

the Province. William violated bis pro• 
pation and was oomm1tted to the Nova Sco­
tia School for Boys . H1a discharge w 
delayed beeause ot the lack of school 
facilities 1n h1s community and the chlto• 
n1o friction between Mr . and Mrs . Awald . 
'1.nally William was released to his grand-
other but once in t he commun1 ty again 

his epileptic f1 ts inereas ad and his grand• 
mother sent him home to b1a parents . Vio­
lent temper tantrums during which he smashed 
w1ndGws and broke fll1'n1 ture together with 
stealing and truancy brought William to 
court again ~ This time the School fox, Re• 
tarded Children , the controlled environment 
that the worker felt would be the be$t plan 
tor W1111am, accepted him. Unfortunately 
hls admitta nce was delayed because of 
siting 11st and in the meantime persistent 

difficulty neeessi tated o omm.i tment to the 
Nova Scotia School for Boys . Released on 

1'teP• care supervlaiol'.l, Will1am reoe1 ved 
work pel'ml t and freed from the demands of 
school, made a satisfactory adjustment to 
fter- oare service and derived satisfaction 

from his job in a garage . 

v1ng identified so•e or the school problems of 

the ree1d1v1st group, the, next taotor to b udied wa 

length ot ata7 1n school and vocational oholoe . Wh1l 

data were not available for all the older children some 

.ent ion of employment s de 1n sixteen cases . 1 Ther e-

fore a t leaving sohool • final grade attained and natur e 
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of employment were noted for each of these children . 

Explicit reasons for leaving school wer;e not availabl 

but the records ~uld indicate that it was int ense dis­

like of school that made these children choose to find 

work rather than pe>or school performance or f i nancial 

pressur~ .• 

Eleven of the sixteen delinquents le£t school a t 

the age of fifteen . In tm:ee cases Grade 4 wae the last 

grade attained . Two children finished Grade 6 and two 

Grade 7. One dlild completed Grade 8 and one child com­

pleted Grade 9, In two cases the la&t grade attained was 

not recorded~ A ight be expected , job opportu,nitie~ 

would not be great with such limited educational back• 

grounds~ Six boys obtained jobs as laborers , one was 

essenger boy , one a deopatoher for his uncle's t axi ser­

vice and ooe a clerk in a grocery a.tore . The only girl 

in this group had worked as a domestic in a wage home for 

a week but was returned to the institution on another 

charge . The remaining boy in this group could not find 

~· ployment • 

Three boys left school at ixteen years of ag 

having attamed Grade .3 , 6 and 7. Two were helper s ,i n a 

arage and one was on the ·kitchen staff of a local hote • • 

One boy and one girl left school at age se..venteen . 1, · 
k 

The boy had completed Grade 9 and was doing mill wor k . i' 
• , , I 

The girl , finished Grade 6 and h~d held two jobs , one as a ·\ 

clerk in a drug store and on-e as a d()mestic i n a hosp~tt 

Poor health in her c ase limited her job adjustment. 

'lf ;,,. 

\ 

1 

''. \ J ', .' 

l .. 'j 
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Thus it 1s evident that the employment of thes 

children was limited by their educational backgrounds 

and as a result mOGt had jobs of an unskilled naturv . 
l , 

A recent stuiy of recidivism noted that the boy -who w 

old enough to g;, out to work was more likely to suc ceed 

in avoid.1ng further trouble than the younger child . A 

imilar trend was noted in this group as twelve of the 

ixteen children who had a period of employment maintained 

a very good adjustment and did not reeidivate up to the clo~ 

sing date of the recordirg . Only three boys committed of­

fenses during the time they were employed . One girl was 

returned to the Institution when the plan of· her placement 

failed. 

The findings of this chapter correlate quite close­

ly with those of other studies . School retardation was par­

ticularly common in this group . A high percentage of these 

children were functioni in the below average range of in-

tel ligence . Truancy and school misconduct eharacterized 1th 

recidivist. Case analyses , while emphasizing one factor of 

chool adjus-tment , usually indicated the presence et multi ... 

ple factors of maladjustment . One aspect of the findings 1n 

particular needs emphasis . Very often the child expressed 

biQ ,oor home experiences through anti-social behavior in 

chool. 

1 
Dugald s. Arbuckle and Lawrence Litwack , "A St udy -

of Rec idivism amcng Juv;enile Delinquents" , Federal Proba­
tion, m!, No. 4 {December, 1960) , PP• 45-48 . 
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e inadequate communitJ resources in the area 

of 9pooial classes and boarding school· fa c111ties for 

the eh!ld of deteot1ve 1ntelligenoe were. moat evident . 

examples showed howth1a serious lack greatly lim-

1 ted the treatment cho1oe of those deallng with th 

child and diminished the child ts chances of lee min 

to function more adequately 1n society . 



CHAPTER Vl 

CONCLUSIONS A DATIONS 

a part of a group research study on juvenile 

delinquency, this researcher has attempted to analyze 

106 recidivists according to the factors of age, sex, 

offense , disposition, schooling and family structure. 

Q.f the 159 boys in the universal sample 96 

appeared before the court more than once and were con~ 

victed of their offense, Ten of the seventeen girls 

were recidivists, Proportionately, then, there is lit­

tle dif'ference in tie ratio of boy and girl J;>eci4iv1sts 

to th$ total sample. A study of age for the recidivist 

group revealed that the girls tended to be older than 

the boys by a year or more, The age at the time of 

first offense and the age at time of last court appear-

nee showed that the recidivist did not differ signifi­

cantly from the results of other studies as shown in 

Chapter l l. 

While there appeared to be a high incidence of 

recidivism among the total sample group, the degree of 

recidivism as shown by the average number of court ap-

pearances was low at 2.6. study of the offenses com-

itted by these children rel"ealed several charaeteristic 

findings for this group. First of all, offenses against 

property have a very high incidence while offenses against 

the person were very rare at 1.1 per cent. Theft accoun• 

ted for 44.s per cent of the boys' offenses whil even out ,:, 
:i_;· 
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of ten girls were charged with truancy . Vandalism 00 ... 

cut"red with the next greatest frequency at 11 . 0 per cent . 

Case analyses indicated a :relatio1\ship between the typ­

o£ offense (against property) and the neglected child . 

The researcher recommends that this area should be ex­

plored in greater detail . { It was felt in many cases that ------..___;....-
early intervention at the time of the neglect or the time 

. -· ·- -
of the first offense and a sound treatment plan supported 

by a wide variety of community resources would enabt-e 

many families towards rehabilitation and consequently mod• 
------- -

1fy the persistence of delinquency in the child~ -- -
A general pattern of the use of probation for dis-

position of the first offense and institutional commitment 

for second offen was noted . A study of the disposition 

of the eases suggested that the length of stay in the insti-. 
tution , as the length of the probationary period, was too 

brief to effect rehabilitation of the recidivist . 

An exploration of the recidivist's background did 

not reveal any factors of signil'icant relations hip t o r e­

c1d1 vism . Rather the study indicates that there are ,no sig­

nificant chara.eteristics specifically related to recidivism. 

The boy or girl repeater is different from the first offender 

only by the fact of his or her persistency in delinquency. 

This has importance in exploring thoroughly the plan of 

treatment for the child at the time of his first offense . 

Case analyses poi nted out inadequate conditions i n 

/ 
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the homes that were never modified. Ghe institu~~ ---------­{l~ild 1'as _!re~ returned to the same im-

poveriehed environment from which he le~. ) 

The findings on schooling of the recidivist cor-

' related with many other studies on that subject. School 

retardation was narked; int elligence ranged from the very 

bright child to the mentally defective one although in 

general the group under study fell in the below averag1 

range . Cond~t in school and incidence of truancy re­

vealed little of significance . However, in some areas 

the lack of special educational classes for those of de~ 

fective intelligence as well as the long waiting list at 

the only school for retarded children in the province 

ade impossible a wise disposition of choic e for the of~ 

fender . The need for a treat nent oenter for the emotion­

ally disturbed child was noted as wellt 

The lack of any significant fa ctors relating to 

recidivism indicates the need for further study in the 

ar ea of causation. ( Persistent delinquency is not inevit-
- .- - -- - - ~ 

able especially if the child ' s basic problem is dealt wi-th 
_,__..,.,. .•. r, 

at an earlitime.) 

/ 

I 
f 
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SECTION I 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

Name: 

Date of_Birth: 

Races 

Religicm.1 

SCHEDULE FOR READING RECORDS 
AT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

IDENI'IFYING INFORMATION 

Legal_Guardian .. of_Child: 

Home Address: 

Date of Opening of Case: 

Status as of March Jlst 1 1260: 

Probation --- Institution ___ _ 

I. Social Service Index Clearance: Yes 

If yes list agencies registered, with dates: 

). 

After-Care ___ _ 

No 



SECTION II BAQKGROUND HISTORY 

A. Family. 

1. Father: 

a. ·Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 

g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant In.formation 

k. Date of Death 

2. Mother: 

a. Na.me Maiden Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

r. Marital Status 



- ~ -
g. Education 

h. Present Occupation ,·.: :... - " 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k. Date of Death 

3. Siblings (List ea.ch separately if possi•le. If not give any 
general informati~n about siblings.) 

a. Na.me 

b. Sex 

c. Date of Birth 

d. Place of Birth 

e. Religion 

f. Race 

g. Marital Status (married name also for females) 

h. Education 

i, Present Occupation 

j. Income • 

k. Other Significant Information 

( 

( 



- .3 -

l. Date of Death 

B. Changes of Residence of Child 

1. Own Home Place rates 

2. Foster Home Place Dates 

J. Relatives' Home Place Dates 

4. Institution (Name) Place Dates 



SECTION III PSYCHIATRIC REPORT 

A. First Psychiatric Report Received by Agency. 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at wh:bh child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

5. Digest of report plus summary 

B. Later psychiatric reports {record individually) 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at which child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

( 
\ 



-4-

C. Mobility of Family. (Give addresses, length of residence, reasons 
for moving.) 

D. I}~§_g:r-i12,tionQ:f' home. 

1. Type of dwelling 

2. Number of rooms 

3. Number of people in home 

4. Owned ~-------- Rented Free 

5. Facilities (bathroom, toilet, hot water, etc.) 

6. Worker's impression of home: 

E. Contacts with other Agencies (dates and details) 



. ' 

SECTION IV PSXQHOLOGICAL REPORT 

A. First Psychological Report Received by Agency 

1. Date of Report 

2. Psychologist 

J. Referral to psychologist: 

a • By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

4. I. Q. 

5. Name of I. Q. test 

6. Projective and personality tests used 

7. Summary of findings 

B. Later Psychological Reports (list each separately as above) 



SECTION V DEVELOPMENI'AL HISTORY 

A. Significant Information about Birth and Early Development. 

B. S toms of Emotional Disturbance. (Give age of occurrence and 
methods of dealing with symptom. 
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C. Behaviour Problems. (Give ages of occurrence and methods used in 
dealing with problem inciuding court appearances and probation with 
dates.) 

1. Stealing 

2. Truancy 

3. Lying 

4. Running away from home 

5. Vandalism 

6. Assault 

7. Cruelty to: a. children 

b. animals 

8. Sexual offences 
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9. Drinking 

10. Illegal use of drugs 

11. Incorrigibility 

12. Profanity 

13. Breaking of curfew law 

14. Others 

D. Social Development. (Indicate age where significant) 

1. Relationships: 

a. Parents (specify mother and father) 

b. Siblings 

c. Peers 

-:. 
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d. Girls 

e. Teachers 

f. Clergymen 

g. other adults 

2. Social Activities: 

a. Organized activities (indicate whether sponsored as 
educational, church or social) 

b. Informal activities 

c. Gang activities (details of composition of gang 

i. age 

ii. sex 

iii. size 
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iv. raoe 

E. Parental Handling. (State whether father and/or mother or parental 
substitutes.) 

1. Discipline: overstrict ___ ; moderate ___ ; lax ___ • 

2. Consistency of handling: consistent ____ ; inconsistent ___ • 

J. Methods: 

4. Parental attitudes: 

~ 
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F. Physical Description of Child at time of opening of case. 

G. Later Comments of Significance about Physical Appearance. (Give dates) 

H. Religious Activity 

1. Does child attend Church: regularly 

not at all _ 

2. Details of religious activities and attitudes. 

sometimes ----

'; 



SECTION VI MEDICAL HISTORY 

(If report negative indicate ___ and do not complete) 

A. Significant Childhood Diseases (give dates) 

B. Physical Handicaps (indicate treatment) 

C. Hereditary or Familial Illnesses 

1. Child 

2. Family 

D. Hospitalization Prior to Opening of Case (give dates) 

1. Operations 

2. Accidents 

3. Other 

E. Reports from other Medical Resources of Contacts Prior to Opening 
of Case 

1. Department of Public Health 

2 • Mental Hospitals 
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F. Reports of Medical Examinations after 
findings and recommendations.' 

of Cas~. (State 

G. Details of Medical Treatment after Opening of Case 



SECTION VII SCHOOL 'R§CORD 

A. As of Time of Opening of Case 

1. Age at entering school 

2. Age on leaving school and reason 

3. Schools attended 

4. Grade attained, academic standing, grades repeated and progress. 

5. School adjustment: excellent ___ ; very good ______ ; 
good ____ ; fair ____ ; poor 

General comments: 

6. Attendance: good ___ ; poor 

7. Deportment: satisfactory 

(Give details) 

unsatisfactory ___ _ 

8. Participation in extra-curricular activities (give details). 

9. Child's expressed attitude towards school. 



- 2 -

B. Later Information about School Record. (give dates) 



SECTION VIII EMPLOYMEVJ: 

A. Full Time 

l. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

4. Earnings: hourly ____ ; daily ____ ; weekly ____ • 

5. Reasons for leaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

B. Part-Time 

1. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

4. Nature of employments after school ____ ; weekend ____ ; 

summer ____ ; other casual ____ • 

5. Earnings: hourly ____ ; daily ____ ; weekly ___ _ 

6. Reasons for leaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 



No. of Off&nse 

SECTION IX LEGAL ASPECTS 

(Fill in new section for each court appearanc~) 

A. Legislation (under which charged) 

na. te of charge 

1. Education Act 

2. Juvenile Delinquent Act 

.3. Child Welfare Act 

4. Any Municipal Ordinance 
, 

5. Criminal Code 

B. Type of Offense (give details) 

1. Break - entry 

2. Assault 

3. Truancy 

4. Theft 

5. Curfew 
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6. Vandalism (specify) 

7. Sex offenses 

8. Incorrigibility 

9. Vagrancy 

10. other 

c. !z:ee of Court 

1. Juvenile 

2. Magistrate 

3. other 

D. Complainant 

1. Police 

2. Attendance Officer 

J. Parents 

4. Citizens 
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5. Social Agency 

6. Other 

E. Legal Representation (give recomm~ndationa) 

l. Crown 

2. Defense 

F. Disposition of case 

l. Temporary Suspension 

2. Commitment to Director 

3. Probation 

4. After-care 

5. Commitment to Institution 

6. Dismissal 



SECTION X PROBATION 

Period of probation: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete~ separate section X for each period on probation) 

A. Date of Court Hearing 

B. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (note with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included 

a. Family background Yes No 

b. Family relationships Yes No 

c. School Yes No 

d. Youth groups Yes No 

e. Church Yes No 

4. Recommendation of probation officer 
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C. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 

3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during temporary probation 

D. Conditions of Probation 

1. Temporary (give length) or outright 

2. Restitution (details) 

3. Fine 

4. Reporting (give details of frequency, place and time) 

5. Obedience to parents 

6. Observance of curfew (details) 

7. School attendance 

8. Geographical limits (details) 

9. Separation from gang (details) 

10. Other 

.. 
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E. Nature of Probation Service 

1. Number of contacts by j>robation Officer 

a. child 

b. mother 

c. father 

d. both parents 

e. other 

2. Type of contact 

a. casework (summary of content) 

b. law enforcement 

c. routine 

3. Attitudes toward probation (substantiate) 

a. child 

b. parents 
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F. Violation of Probation 

1. Nature of violation 

2. Number of times probation violated 

3. Corrective measures 

G. Termination of Probation 

1. Date of termination 

2. Criteria for termination 

a. satisfactory behaviour 

b. moved from area 

c. age 

d. commitment to institution (give details) 

e. Others 

H. Use of Community Resources for Evaluation 

1. Psychiatric services (name) 

2. Psychological services {name) 

.3. Police 

4. School (truant officer, etc.) 

5. Social agencies 
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6. others 

I. Effect or Court Procedure on Child 

J. Use or Authority (punitive, etc.) 

1. By judge 

2. By probation officer 



SECTION XI 

Period in Institution: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

INSTITUTIONAL CARE 

(Complete a separate section XI for each period of care in institution) 

A. Name of Institution 

B. Date of Commitment 

C. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included: 

a. family background Yes No 

b. family relationships Yes No 

c. school Yes No 

d. youth groups Yes No 

e. church Yes No 

4. Recommendations of social worker (probation officer or other) 

D. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 
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3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during probation 

E. Child 1s Progress in Institution (give details and dates where 
appropriate) 

1, Adjustment to institutional setting and program 

2. Relationships: 

a. Staff 

b. Peers 

3. Treatment plans and progress 

a. Casework 

b. Psychiatric 

c. Counselling (other than by social worker) 

F. Contacts with Parents (date and content) 

1. By child 
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2. By institution 

J. other 

G. Treatment of Parents {date and details) 

1. Casework 

2. Psychiatric 

J. Other 

H. Contacts with Community (date and content) 

1. Child's contacts 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Recreation 

d. Individuals in community 

.....--~ 
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e. Other 

2. After-care officer's contacts 

a. Relatives 

b. School 

c. Clergy 

d. Other 

L Discharge 

1.. Recommendations and dates 

2.. Reasons for delaying discharge 

a. By institution 

b. By after-care officer 

c. Other 

3. Date of discharge 

4. Terms of discharge (include place) 



SECTION XII AFTER-CARE 

Period of after-care: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete a separate section XII for each period of after-care) 

A. Name of After-Care Officer 

B. Preparation by After-Care Officer 

1. Child 

a. Dates of interviews 

b. Where interviews were held 

c. Nature of preparation (casework services) 

2. Parents or Substitute Parents 

a. Contact with: (give dates if possible and content) 

i. Mother 

ii. Father 

iii. Both pa.rents 

iv. Relative 

v. Guardian 

b. Method 

i. Interview (state where held) 

ii. Telephone 
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iii. Letter 

3. Community (state purpose and results if given) 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Work: 

i. employer 

ii. N. E. S. 

d. Poli.ca 

e. Clubs 

f. Other 

c. Selection for Discharge 

1. Date of recommendation 

2 • By whom made 

3. Basis of recommendation 

4. Suggestions and recommendations for discharge plans 
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D. After-Care Services (following discharge) 

1. Place to which discharged 

a. home 

b. foster home 

c. relatives 

d. other 

2. Plan of treatment (verbatim) 

3. Casework Services 

a. Child 

i. Dates of interviews (or number of interviews 
during stated period) 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Child's attitude and co-operation 

iv. Parole violation and method of handling 

b. Parents or Foster parents 
(Give dates of interviews if available) 

i. Mother 

Father 
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Both parents 

Relative 

Guardian 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Parents' attitude and co-operation 

c. Community 
(State dates, purpose and results of interviews) 

i. School 

ii. Church 

iii. Work 

Employer 

N. E. S. 

iv. Police 

v. Clubs 

vi. Other 



SECTION XII RECORDING 

A. Types of Recording 

1. Narrative 

a. Summarized (periodic) Yes No 

b. Chronological Yes No 

2. Social History Yes No 

Does it contain: 

a. Develop~ental history Yes No 

b. Social functioning Yes No 

c. Psychological status Yes No 

d. Religious affiliation and 
activity Yes No 

e. Economic status Yes No 

f. Attitude of family towards 
child Yes No 

g. Recommendations of worker Yes No 

3. Summaries 

a. Summary of impression of child 
at time of opening of case Yes No 

b. Periodic summary in narrative Yes No 

c. Transfer summary Yes No 

d. Closing summary including Yes No 

i. identification of 
treatment used Yes No 

ii. present status of case Yes No 

iii. prognosis Yes No 

iv. reasons for closing case Yes No 

4. Reports 

a. School report Yes No 

b. Psychiatric report Yes No 

c. Psychological report Yes No 
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5. Documents 

a. Copy of commitment paper 

b. Notice of settlement 

c. Copy of discharge paper 

d. Other 

6. Correspondence 

a. Letters to agency from 

i. social agencies 

ii. child 

iii. relatives 

iv. others (specify) 

b. Letters from agency to 

i. social agencies 

ii. child 

iii. relatives 

iv. others (specify) 

c. Filing of letters 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

i. inter-leafed with text Yes 

ii. filed at end of record Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

d. Dated notation in text with brief account of letter content. 

Yes No 

e. Inclusion of sundry correspondence 

i. greeting cards Yes No 

ii. appointment letters Yes No 

iii. other (specify) 

f. Inclusion of inter-office administrative communications. 

Yes No 
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B. Content of Recording 

1. Psycho-social diagnosis 

a. Date of diagnosis 

b. Was it reaffirmed 

c. Was it changed 

2. Treatment Plan 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

a. Date of initial treatment plan 

b. Goals Yes 

c. Evaluation of strengths and 
weaknesses Yes 

d. Use of social worker Yes 

e. Use of other resources Yes 

3. Evaluation of Client-Worker Relationship Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

4. Social Worker's activity (other than with client) 

a. Case conferences 

b. Community contacts by: 

i. interview 

ii. letter 

iii. telephone 

iv. other (specify) 

C. Prognosis 

1. Stated Yes 

2. Date when recorded: 

3. Location in record: 

D. Currency of Recording 

1. Number of interviews recorded 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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2. Total length of recording 

J. Period of time covered by recording 

4. Length of periods covered by summarized recording 
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SECTION XIV RESEARCHER I S COMMENTS 

A. Evaluation of Record. Compare this record to the other case records 
which you have read at the D.P.W. and rate it, with respect to 
content, as: 

More complete ___ _ 
than average 

Average Less complete 
than average 

B. Specific Areas of Value. Does this record have particularly signifi­
cant or complete material in relation to: 

1 . Legal aspects 

2. Use of authority 

J. The recidivist 

4. Therapeutic aspects of institutional care 

5. Psychiatric evaluation 

6. Family relationships 

7. Family background 

8. Community attitudes 

9. Criteria for after-care and pa.role 

10. The social worker and the delinquent 

11. Siblings of delinquents 

12. Boy under 12 and his needs 

lJ. Adolescent and his needs 

14. Girl and her needs 

15. The team approach 

16. Recording 

17. Other 

C. 1. Name of researcher 

2. Date 

J. Length of time involved in reading record 



!il!IIIIIIIIIIIIII 

- 5 -

D. Final Evaluation 

1. Child's adjustment and use of service 

2. Parents' use of service 
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