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INTRODUCTION 

The Halifax High School had been established as 

a public institution for purposes of providing secondary 

education in the city of Halifax. The aims of the school 

had been high at all times and its curviculum had been 

based on that of the Halifax Grammar School which it 

replaceoc. 

The Halifax Grammar School was established in 

Halifax in June, 1789 and remained the cityt s leading 

school until 1877 when it became the property of the 

Board of School Commissioners by an Act of the Provincial 

Legislature, for purposes of providing a publi c in­

stitution of secondary education for the citizens of 

Halifax. 

The classes of the Halif'ax Grammar School were 

held originally in the building whi ch housed the 

Legislature of the Province of Nova Scotia but was later 

moved to a property on Birmingham Street, two housea 

s:outh of Spring Garden Road . This property also provided 

a dwelling for the headmaster . The rents derived from 

the Grammar School property after 1877 helped pay some 

of the expenses of the high s~hool . 

The original purpose in setting up the high 

~hool had been twofold . Firstly, it provided the 

1 
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necessary educa±ional step between the grade eight of 

the common schools to the colleges and universities:, 

and secondly it provided teachers for the common schools. 

The universities, at that time stressed the study 

of the classics, particularly Latin and Greek. For 

this reason the high school stressed the same subjects. 

The teachers at that time were re~uired.·, before being 

given employment in the public schools, to answer examin­

ations set by the Department of Education. The high 

~chool provided the necessary cours~s of study to 

enable the teachers to qualify . It should be noted, 

however, that a majority of teachers in the public 

s:chools at that time and a majority of the applicants 

were women. The Halifax:High School at no time provided 

an education for female students. This accounts to some 

extent for the small number of pupils in the school. 

Women who wished to enter the teaching profession were 

given advanced ·studies in the common schools. This was 

suceessful to some extent, as there was apparently no 

great shortage of teachers in the city of Halifax. 

The Halifax High School provided free education 

to those pupils who could obtain a specified average on 

their entrance examinations. For those who could not 
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maintain such an average a tuition fee was charged . 

This system may prove to be a satisfa~tory arrangement 

for Canadian universities in the future . 

The masters of the high school were of excellent 

calibre , many holding doctorates and all considered by 

the Board of School C-ommissioners to be experts in their 

fields. This is manifest in the fact that they were 

paid large salaries and given almost completa freedom 

to tea-0h as they felt best . The order in which the 

subjects were taught and the amount of time spent on 

each subject was decided entirely within the school it­

self . For this reason no information exists today to 

indi cate the system of marking used in the school . 

Revenue$ derived mainly from public assessment, 

pupil fees and rents on property owned by the board paid 

the expense of maintaining the school . Among the latter 

were the grammar school property on Birmingham Street, 

the headmasterts dwelling on Spring Garden Road and the 

Deuchman property on Bishop Street which had been willed 

to the board . 

It became evident to the board that the greater 

part of the expense of maintaining the school was being 

borne by the public assessment of the citizens of 
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Halifax and those whose children attended the school. 

s a county academy it would ease the tax burden on the 

people who lived within the limits of the city and all 

pupils would be admitted free,. Aceordingly the Halifax 

High School became the Halifax Academy by an act of the 

Legislature of the province of Nova Scotia on ApTil 24th, 

1885. 
The Halifax High School represents~ point of 

transition in secondary education in the city of Halifax. 

It marks a change from private secondary schooling to 

free public institutions on the High School level. 



CHAPTER I 

FOUNDATION OF THE HIGH SCHOOL 

In 1872, the Board of School Commissioners of 

the city of Halifax considered the necessity of an 

advanced school for boys who had completed their grade 

ight and who were either too young to enter college or 

who were going into commercial occupations. 

The main problem with the establishing of such 

a school was finance . It was felt by the board at the 

time and by successive boards that if a suitable structure 

could be set up both to house the school and to provide 

office space for the board a saving in rent could be 

effected . The problem was by no means solved in 1872 

but as the years passed and the problems were attacked 

by succeeding boards the obstacles began to drop away. 

The board knew that the Halifax Grammar School 

which had been established in 1780 for the instruction 

of boys from early age to college entrance provided an 

xcellent pattern upon which to bas.a a new high school . 

The aims of this school had been high and both master 

and students lived up to them. Its graduates took lead­

ing places in military, naval and commercial life. 

The Board of School Commissioners believed that 

5 
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if the Halifaoo: Grammar School could be combined with the 

proposed high school a larger and more comprehensive 

aystem of education could be set up . With this in mind 

the members of the board and the trustees of the grammar 

school entered negotiations . 

The Halifax Grammar School held several pieces of 

real estate, and invested stocks with a total value of 

$20,000 . 00. The local government was also paying the 

headmaster of the school an annual grant of $600. 00 . 

The grammar school also had an amount of $5,0210 . 39 cash 

on hand. This money would certainly be an asset in 

establishing a new school . 

Aside from a financial problem, there was the 

difficulty of obtaining a suitable building aa temporary 

housing for the school until a permanent building could 

be erected . It was thought that once agreements had been 

reached between the Board of School Commissioners and 

the Trustees of the Halifax Grammar School any delay in 

opening the new sehool would be dangerous . At a meeting 

of the board it was decided to have th& Committea on 

School Sites and Buildings locate a building in which 

the high school might temporarily be housed until a 

definite site could be obtained and a building erected. 
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The committee reported an offer on the part of 

the ~rustees of the old Freemasons • Hall. The Boa.rd 

agreed to accept the offer if the building could be 

obtained for at least one year . The rent agreed upon 

ms $350 . 00 per year. It was agreed at the same meeting 

that the new Halifax. High School should commence classes 

· n September, 1877. 

The board proceeded to investigate the common 

schools in an attemnt to establish the number of pupils 

who would be ready in S~ptember to enter the new high 

school. It s discovered that several schools provided 

very poor graduates but at least three &chools were 

teaching at a level which would provide a maximum of 

ninety pupils . The examiner at that time assumed that 

about sixty of these would attend such a school if it 

were available and another twenty to thirty would in all 

likelihood come to this school from outside distri cts 

and at their own expense . 

It was decided by the board that no boy should b 

admitted to the high school unless he was able to pass 

a satisfactory examination in English Literature, compos­

ition, analysis, grammar, geography, the Latin grammar, 

the first book of Euclid and up to simple equations in 

Algebra~ 
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On March 1st, 1876 the Board of School Com­

missioners adopted the following resolution. 

»whereas in the opinion of the Board tm 
time has now arrived when it is absolutely 
necessary that a high school should be estab­
lished in the City of Halif'ax. 

From information which is before th 
Board it is found that some $14,ooo.oo would 
be available from the proceeds of the Old· 
Grammar School besides some other amounts 
whi ch have been bequeathed for educational 
purposes, in all amounting to $20,000 . 00 . 
This would be more than sufficient to 
build a suitable building . In addition to 
this the sum of $600 . 00 per year now paid 
to Dr. Gilpin can be obtained and th 
Local Government we ara led to believe 
will grant a li·beral amount towards th 
teachers• salarj_ ea. 

Therefore resolved, that a committee 
of three be formed to frame an act to be 
presented to the PTovincial Legis-latur_ 
to place the funds of the grammar school 
in the hands of the Board of Commissioners. 
as, Trustees, and also to 1.ook after and aid1 

its passa,ge through the House, and that 
they report at a meeting of the Board to 
be held on Wednesday the 8th inst . , a 
draft of the bill and such other informa­
tion as they may be· able to gather1t.l 

It was. agreed at further meetings that Dr. Gilpin, 

headmaster of the Halifax Grammar School should b 

appointed principal of the proposed high school. 

1 
Re~ort of the Board of School or 

the City of Halifax for the zear ended 
1.9;26 . p J28 . 



9 

rn January, 1877 the truste f the grammar 

school presented a draft bill in the Hous:e but this Act 

,ras revised on Februa 28th, 1877, as some of its pro-

visions were thought to be obj ectionabL:, . 

a nd finally pas~ed on April 12th, 1877. 

t amended 

t the sess~on 

of parliament of 1877 the school boa rd p resent bill 

enti GH SCHOO-

AND FOR OTHE .T CATIONAL PURPOSES IN THE CITY OF HALIFAX. 

This bill was passed by the Council and read follows. 

AN ACT FOR THE ESTABLISHING OF A HIGH SCHOOL AND FOR 
OTHER EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES I N THE CITY OF HALIFAX. 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council and 
ssembly as follows: 

1. AJ.1 the rights, powers and privileges 
conferred upon the Trustees of the Halif 
Grammar School and their successors by Chapter 
97 of the Acts of 1865, entitled' 1tAn Act for the , 

pointment of new Trustees for the Hal if ax Grammar 
choo-1 11., or by any other Act, are hereby transferred 

to and vested in the Commissione~s of Schools for 
the City of Halifax and their success·or s in office 
and all the property, real and personal now he·ld 
or owned by the Trustees: of the Hal.if ax Grammar 
chool, shall be held and owned by such Commissioners 

of Schools: for the purpose of aiding to es,tablish 
an@ maintain a. High School in the City of Halifaoc. 
For that purpose the commissioners shall have· 
p-ower to sell or lease and convey the real estate 
now held or owned1 by the Trustee-s. 

2. Any sums· beyond the net proc,eeds of th 
fees hereinafter mentioned' which shall be necessary 
for the establishing and p.roper and efficient main­
tenance and working of such High . School, shall be 
rai s·ed in the same manner and from the same sources 
re.sp·ectively, as the sums required for establishing, 
maintaining and working the Public Common Schools 
in the City of :RaJ.ifax: aforesai<fll. 
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3. The Commissioners of Schools shall be 
entitled to receive and expend on account of such 
High School all grants and revenues from the, 
Provincial Treasury or elsewhere heretofore re­
ceived by or payable to the Trustees of th 
Halifax Grammar School . 

4.. There shall be annually admitted to all 
the privileges of the School free of charge in 
all twenty boys to be selected from the Common 
Schools of the City of Halifax after competitive 
examination in the subjects of an English educa­
tion, to be defined by the eommi~sioners . Each 
c-ompetitive examination shall embrace pupils from 
the male s~hools in the City or from any one or 
more of them as may be deemed desirable by the 
Commissioners;. 

5. The Board shall have power to fix a 
standard without attaining which no pupil will 
be admitted to the High School . During the first 
year of the exi stence of the High School, th 
Commissioners shall have µower, if they deem it 
expedient to increase, the number of pupils to be 
aumitted free of charge to any number, not ex­
c-eeding thirty. 

6 .. Payment of a. yearly fee, to be fixed by 
the Board and l!l.Ot to exceed Forty Dollars shall 
entitle any boy domiciled. within the City of 
Halifax over ten years of age and having the 
necessary educational qualifi cations, to the 
privileges of the School during good behaviour 
provided there be in the School accomodation for 
such boy and provided that the C0mmissioners shall 
not be obliged to retain any pupil, - paying or free:, 
- in the School for a longer term than five years. 

7. The Commissioners:. shall have power to make 
and from time to time repeal, add to and amend all 
such by-laws and regulations not ine,onsistent with 
this Act or the laws in force in this . Provinca, as, 
they may deem necessary or expedient for the p~oper 
conducting of the High School, which by-laws, when 
approved by the Govennor and Council, shall have 
the force of law. 

8. In all matters not otherwise provided for 
by this Act or by by-laws or regulations under the 
next preceeding section the High School hereby pro­
vided for shall be subject to the provision of the 
law relating to public scllools in th~s Province and 
to the r&gulations of the Council of Public Inatruc­
tion regarding such schools . 
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9. In the event of any member of the Board of 
Commi~sioners of Schools for the City of Halifa 
taking advantage of insolvent debtors, being convicted 
of any criminal offence, or ceasing to have his 
domicile in this Province, his seat shall at one 
become vacant. Not ice of such vacancv shall forth­
.vith be transmitted by the Secretary of the Board 
to the body or authority by whom such member shall 
have been apnointed and such body or authority 
shall as soon as conveniently may be, appoint e. 
Comnissioner to take the place nf the Commi ssioner 
causing such vacancy 2.nd to hold 0ffice during hj s 
unexnired term. 

io . The Commissioners of Schools for the Cit::· 
of Halifax shall not be "')blige<l to receive into any 
s?~ool und~r their care any child under the age of 
:ix vears. 

The Com.~ittee on School Sites and Buildings was 

urged by the board to procure a suiteble temporary 

accomodation for three departments until permanent 

accomodation could be ac~uired. This com~ittee recommended 

that (May 23rd, 1877) the premi s es on the corner of 

Barrington and Salter Streets known as the Old 

Free1:1asons t Reill be 

This was done. 

iredn for one year from June lst . 

The first entrance examinations for admission 

to the Hieh School were written August 20th, l877. The 

purpose of this examination was to procure a certain 

number of pupils who were to be admitted free of charge 

providing their marks were high enough. Four days later 

Novq Sc-otia Law5-, 4o Vic. Can 39 . 
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a second set of examinations were presented but this 

time for paying pupils . As a result of the firs:t set 

of examinations thirty two pupils were granted fr 

scholarships . There were a total of ninety- seven pupils 

admitted to the school for the first term thus it is to 

be presumed that there were a total of sixty- five paying 

pupils during the first term, at an annual fee of forty 

dollars. 

A.ce·ordingly, after transferring books and 

supplies from Morris Street School the new Halifax High 

School opened at 9:30 a.m. September 1st, 1877. 

The High School Building 

The Board of School Commissioners:, at a meeting 

in October 1877 appointed a committee to negotiate with 

the City Council and the Governors of Dalhousie Coll 

for a piece of property on the Grand Parade south of Georg 

Street upon which a permanent building might be con- ­

structed . This building was to be the home of the high 

school as well as the offices of the Board of School Com­

missioners. The Freemasons ' Hall would have been 

unsatisfactory as a school for more than two years 

because of its extreme age and impropel:'- design. 

The committee, however, found that it could not 
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recommend the Board to enter any negotiations with the 

City Council nor the Governors of Dalhousie College 

resiecting the south end of the Grand Parade as a site 

for the high school. 

ta meeting of the committee on School Sites 

and Buildings November 17, 1877 it was proposed that a 

site for the High School be procured on Brunswick Street 

between Sack.ville Street on the south and Hurd t s Lane 

on the north. At a later meeting it w agreed that a 

piece of property on Brunswick and Albermarle Streets, 

facing on Sackville Street, be purchased as a site for 

the high school, if it could be procured for a sum not 
~ 

exceeding $7,500.00.-

The Bna-rd minutes of December 12, 1877, describe 

a property 112t 6tt on Brunswick Street, 1351_ on Sackville,, 

351 on Albermarle Street and add: 

'!:The Committee in recommending the purchase 
of this property has been influenced by the fol­
lowing consideration. The site is as far south 
as it could be without causing dissatisfaction to 
the residents of the northern portions of the 
city, while a point much further north would be 
distaateful to the people of the south end . The 

3 
This sum was stated in the minutes of the board which 

are not available to the public but has· been quoted in the 
Report of the Board o.f: School Commissioners for the City 
of Halifax for the year ended October 31st, 1926. p 133 
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site appealed to the committee as being a.cc,essabl 
from all directions;1- nthe Brunswick St. facing 
the Glacis of the Citadel will always remain 
open, guaranteeing a supply of pure air and a 
pleasant outlook to the pupils•1 .. The building 
on Sackville St. are low arrl will not shut off 
the sunshine which will fall on the building 
all day long. The drainage is excellent. The 
slope of the Citadel will afford room for rec­
reation during recess. The site is cheap. The 
offices of the Board can be iocated in this 
building, thus saving $4oo .oo a yearn. 

ttAs the building will be completely isolated 
the risk of fire will be smal¢, the rate of in­
surance correspondingly l.ow11

• 

Plans of the High School property were submitted. 

A delay in the proceedings occurred as a result of faulty 

title of one portion of it. At one point the Board 

considered dropping completely this site in favour of a 

s1 te on Spring Garden Road. However, the difficulty 

was adjusted and the purchase was completed. 

On May 1, 1878, Henry Busch, Architect offered 

to furnish and superintend detailed plans for the new 

High School Building at I+% on cost. Later the Board made 

him an offer of one thousand dollars for detailed plans 

and specifications and superintending the erection 

according to specification. Robert Brinton was awarded 

4 
Report of Board of School Commissioners for the City 

of Halifax for two years ending 31st, October 1926. p 133. 
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the contract for building the High School and the con­

tract waa ordered executed . 

The new building was regarded as a milestone in 

the development of the City of Halifax. The opening was: 

attended by many dignitaries including Wilfred Laurier. 

Flags were draped over the windows of the building and', 

a large crowd witnessed the opening. The Morning 

Chronicle published the follow.ing editorial . 

p 1 

ttThe opening of the new High School building, 
yesterday marks a long stride in the educational 
progress of the city. We have had a High School 
nominally for a year, but, without meaning to 
di sparge its work we may truly say that the in-
s ti tu ti on has: attracted little notice becaus 
nobody cared to boast of a High School that was 
located in a tumble do"Wll structure which like 
many other ruins, must be admired for its 
venerable age, there being nothing else to 
admire in it . But now we have a High School 
of which Halifax may feel proud, a noble 
building, beautiful. in design, · admirable in 
arrangement and fille~ with all that is, needed 
to make it adapted to its purpose. Of the 
importance· of the High School we· need say 
nothing. Its: mission is wel.l described in the 
address of Dr. Allison, which we µrint in a 
repDrt of the opening proceedings. It is a 
good omen that the splendid structure~ one of 
the 1arge5't and most substantial in the city 
has: been completed. without an accident of any 
kind and that everything connected with its 
erection, has passed off in the most satis­
fae:tory manner, architect, c-ontractor, sub­
contractors., and workmen, all uni ting in 
perfect harmony to make the building what it 
is,, an ornament and a credit to our ci ty".,5 

5 
The Morning Chronicle, Halifax, January 8, 1879. 
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The building wai.s, constructed of brick and granite 

with the main entrances, on Sackville and Brunswick Streeta. 

The basement was constructed of split granite. It was 

eighty four feet long on Brunswick Street and seventy 

four feet long on Sackville Street. 

In the basement of the building was the School 

Board room, secretary11.s and supervisor t s offices, s,tore 

keeper's rooms and a large play room on the Brunswick 

Street side seventy eight feet by twenty seven feet which 

was to be fitted up as a gymnasium., 

The first floor consisted of four class rooms, 

thirty two feet by twenty seven feat, the principalts 

privata room, which communicated to all parts of the 

building by speaking tubes . There were also cloak rooms 

and lobbies. On the second floor the class rooms were: 

of the same size as, thosa on the first floor and were 

four in number together with hat and ctloak rooms . ., In 

the main hall is the teacher.at private room and the 

laboratory. The laboratory is deserving of more than a 

passing notice. It was finished with an inlaid flagstone 

floor and shelvea of slate on brick foundations. 

Furnaces and all the necessary fitting~ wera there . The 

chemical class room communicated with the laboratory by 
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a large door, sliding upwards back of the tea.cher 1 s 

platform~ Thus the teacher could have his ill ustrations 

always at hand and the class rooms k ept free of litter. 

The whole of the third floor consisted of an 

normous. liecture room with two ante - rooms . This room 

was., one of the largest and handsomest halls; in the city 

at the time. 

The class rooms were finished with base boards 

of polished wood· and had black boards running around 

three sides of the room. The building was heated with 

hot wart er suppli ea.· by a large boiler and furnace in the 

basement.. The heating apparatus was: one o! the most 

complete and probably the largest in the city at the 
6 

time. 

6 
This informatiom wais common lmowledge at the: 

time and the aceount given here is a paraphrase of a 
WTi te - up; in the Morning Chronicle of January 8th, 1879. 
p 1. 



CHAPTER II 

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE OF STUDIES 

Pupils could enter the high s_chool under one of 

two categories. They could enter either as honour pupils 

1-n which case they received free scholarship for a period 

of five years or they could enter as paying pupils. In 

order to enter the school they were obliged to writ 

entrance examinations in which they w.ere to maintain a 

specified general averag~ which ehanged from time to 

time throughout the life of the school-- At all times the 

requirements for admission as an honour scholar were 

greater than those for the paying pupil . 

In 1877 the average requirements. for admission 

for free scholarship wa.s a general average of 65% or 

upwards and for admission as a paying pupil a general 

average of 4o%., This changed slightly in 1878 when th 

paying pupil was required to maintain a. general averaga 

of 50% and not less. than 4o% in any one subject . In 

Jl.879 the avera·ge requirements were as they had been the 

previous year but, in this year two courses were granted, 

~ classical and a regular course. The entrance reauir 

ments· for both regular and classical course were the 

same, a general average of no less than 4o% with no mark 

bel.ow 2-5%. 
18 
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The entrance examinations for those who wished 

to be admitted as non- 1,-aying pupils and for all who wished 

to take the regular course were the same. 

In .1880 the requirements, for entrance as paying 

pupils remained the same aa the previous year but a 

change in the requirements. for those wishing free seholar­

ship was effected insofar as pupils in that year were 

required to maintain a general average of 65% instea~ of 

the regular 70%. In that year thirty- four pupils were 

admitted on scholarship while twenty-nine were entered as; 

paying pupil~, 

In 1881 the percentage, requirements; for entrance 

remained aa they were. in 1880. In that year a total of 

twenty- threa pupils were entered as free acholara whila 

twenty- one were admitted as paying pupils . In this year, 

a. supplementary regulation wa.s added.. Pupils wer 

entitled to receive an extra 3i to their general aver~ge 

for excellence in writing ., 

The general average requirements in 1882 were a 

they had been in 1880 and 1881. In that year twenty- five 

pupils entered aa free scholar& while eighteen entered 

as paying pupils . In 1883 the requirements were· as they 

had been in 1880, 1881, and 1882. 

In 1884 a new regulation wtrus, applied: to pupils o:ft 
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honour level . If their marks in the reading entrance 

examinations were 95%, 85% or 75% they were to receive 

an additional 3%, 2% or 1% respectively to their general 

average percentage made in the written examinations . In 

this year also, the Halifax High School dropped Latin as 

a compulsory subject . Pupils could now apply for 

ntrance as free scholars, and if their marks averaged 60% 

or better with no mark below 30% in any subject they 

would receive free tuition for a period not exceeding five 

years. If, however, they failed to maintain this average, 

they were entitled to enter as paying pupils providing 

their general average wais at lea:st 35% with no mark below 

20%. Pupils could also enter, at this time, the second 

year of the high school cours.e if they passed, together 

with their regular entrance examinations, an examination 

in either Latin, bookkeeping or mathematics . 

That the Halifa~ High School was not a free in­

stitution was causing considerable difficulty. This 

was apparent to the board at the time. Under the situa.­

tion in the school, pupils who could not maintain a 

rather excessively high average on their entrance ex­

aminations were barred admission as free scholars. and 

charged $4o.oo per year. At the same time, by not being 

a completely free &ehool, it was ineligable to participate 
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in provincial grants being received by similar institutions 

in the province elsewhere with the result that the 

citizens of Halifax were losing large sums of money an­

nually. This amounted to approximately $1,300 . 00 per 

year . 

On November 1st, 1885 the Halifax High School went 

out of existence. This event is significant for it meant 

that secondary education in Halifax could be obtained 

free of charge to any pupil passing required entrance 

examinations . The school had now become the Halifax 

Academy. 

Although records of early entrance examinations 

fOJr the Halifax High School are sketchy, it is known 

that the first set of entrance examinations were of an 

easy nature and that a large percentage of those attempt-
1 

ing them succeeded in gaining admission to the school . 

These examinations were written on July 16th and Au.gus t 

24th, 1877. 

On August 22nd of the same year an examination 

for honour scholarships was written. In this examination, 

questions were set on the following subjects; algebra, 

1 
This information is derived from the Report of 

the Board of School Commissioners for the Cfil-Qf_J-Ialifax 
for the year ending October 31st, 1877, p 20. 
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arithmetic, geometry, history, English grammar , geo­

graphy, English spelling and English composition. The 

examinations in July, 1878 were bas.ed on the same 

subjects as in 1877. In 1878 the fourth set of entrance 

examinations were written on December 21st and 23rd. In 

this year the pupils were required to have a knowledge 

0f Latin in addition to those subjects laid dovm in 

1877. The reason why this did not occur previously is 

that when the high school was first established the 

school board deemed it unnecessary to continue Latin in 

the common schools as a compulsory subject . This 

resulted in pupils beginning Latin in the high school, 

hich also included grade nine . The supervisor and 

several teachers were of tho opinion that this was an 

unfortunate mistake with the result that the teaching of 

Latin in the common schools was resumed the following 

year. 

On July 16th, 1879 an aminat ion for honour 

scholarships and for admission as paying pupils was held 

and in this year, the Board of School Commissioners 

published a complete set of examination rules in their 

a.nnual reports, for the first time. These rul.es were as 

follows . 
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ttFor candidates for free scholarship, 
and f0r those wh0 do not prou0se to fo1low 
the Classical Course. 

1st Hi.. story of Nova Scotia :::lnd Outli.nes of 
Engli..sJ, History. 
2nd To write in a fai.r hand and correctly 
snelled, a short ess8.y on nny simnle s11bj ect 
selected by the ex~.miners. 
3rd The ordinary rules 0f Arithmeti c, Vulgar 
~nd Decimal Fractions, Proportions, Extraction 
of the square root, Interest, Di sc01mt, Profi t 
~.nd Loss. 
4th Eng1i.sh Gram.mar, including narsing and 
cmalysi s. 
5th A fair ¥.nowledge of the Geography of the 
Dominion, and outlines of general Geography . 
6th Algebra to the end of Fractions . 
7th The first Book of Euclid . 

or boys intending to take the Regular or 
Classical course. (Paying ). 

1. - History of Nova Scotia and Outlines of 
English Hi story to the Battle of 1tBosworth Field u . 
2.- Writing from dictation - spelling to be 
correct and handwriting fair. 
.- A fair knowledge of El ementary English 

Grammar, including the parsing of easy 
sentences. 
4.- The ordinary rules of Arithmeti c , V1 1 l g::i. 
end Deci"lal Fractions, Simple Proportion and 
Interest. 
5.- Outlines of General Geography, with a more 
-particular knowledge of that of Nova Scotia. 
6.- The first twenty- five pronositi ons of th 
First Book of Euclid tt. 2 

his system of regulations and entranc e requir 

ments of 1879 remained in effect wi thout any change for 

~of 
p 21+. 

of Board of School Commissioners for th 
for the year ending 31st October, 1~. 
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the years 1880, 1881, 1882 and 1883 . In 1884 a new 

set of regulations for admission to the school wa_s 

published in the Halifax: City School Reports and were 

as follows . 

"l . For Candidates for Honor Scholarships . 

1 . Reading, with distinctness and expression 
any passage selected from the Fifth Royal Reader. 
2. Writing, with due regard to neatness and 
1 egi bili ty. 
3. Spelling. 
4. English Grammar, including Definitions of 
Terms, Rules. of Inflection and Synta.;, Parsing 
and analysis of simple sentences . 
5. Geography - - General Geography of the Grand 
Divisions of the Earth, and a thorough 
ac-quaintance with the Geography of the Dominion 
of Canada as contained in Calkin t s General 
Geography. 
6. Arithmeti c - Kir kland and Scott ' s Elementary 
Arithmetic including the Examination Papers. 
7. Algebra - Definitions and Fundamental Rule.,., 
as contained in Todhunter 1 s Algebra for Beginners, 
to page 4i. 
8. Geometry - Hamblin Smith ' s Geometry, Book I, 
Section I . 

Candidates desiring to enter 
of the High School Course may do 
an examination in any one of th 
optional subjects: -

the second year 
so on passing 
following 

(1 ) Latin- Principia Latina to the end of the 
33rd exercis·e. 
(2) Book Keeping - Single and Double Entry. 
(3) Mathewatics - Eaton 1 s Mathemati cs , Chapters 
I to II 0 . j 

--------------------------------------------
3 

bid, 24. 
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"II For Paying PUpils 

1. Reading, with distinctness and expression, 
any passage selected from the Fourth Royal 
Readeli.'. 
2. Writing with due regard to neatness and 
1 egi bili ty. 
J. Spelling . 
4. English Grammar including Definitions of 
terms, Rules of Inflection, Parsing and Analysis 
of Simple Sentences. 
5. Geography - Calkints Introductory Text Book . 
6. History - Calkin t s History of British America, 
to the end of chapter i6. Collier t s Brief History 
of British Ameri ca to the end of the House of 
Anjou. 
7. Arithmetic - Kirkland and Scott ' s Elementar 
Arithmetic, to the end of Chapter vr•t .1+ 

In 1885, the Halifax High School became the 

Halifax Academy with the result that there were no 

longer any paying pupils . The entrance requirements for 

those who entered the Academy in 1885 were the same as. 

those for free scholarship in 1884. 

Course of Studies" 

Unfortunately, there are no complete reeords of 

the course of studies in the Halifax High School. The 

masters of the school set up their o-wn course of studies 

and followed them at a rate which they felt would be 

most beneficial to the pupils at the time. This autonomous 

4 
--- c: -- _ _ of School ~ommis_sio..!,L~S fo~ 

~ ear ending 3J. st Octo b~.r.,_.1 • 



26 

nature of the high school has made it extremely 

difficult to plot the curriculum of the school but not 

impossible, for the records of the Board of School 

Commissioners show the number of pupils in the school 

taking various subjects in any one year. 

Prior to 1885, the ideals which dominated the 

high s~hool were the entrance requirements of the 

universities and the prescriptions for the different 

teacherst licences . These two ideals were, the bas:es 

upon which the Halifax High School had been established . 

The curriculum followed by the Halifax High 

School from 1877 to 1884 was based upon the requirements 

of those pupils who intended to enter the teaching pro­

fession or the university . 

The Department of Education required that all 

teachers be familiar with the laws of the province of 

Nova s~otia which applied to education and with the 

regulations of the Council of Public Instruction, 

especially those portions bearing on the office of the 

teacher. They should know how to organize a school, 

how to arrange its courses, maintain order and dis­

~ipline, and provide for physical health and comfort of 

the pupils. A teacher should be able to read English 

prose and verse with good taste and expression; also 
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to understand and be able to practice the phonetic method 

of teaching reading to beginners, that is, by commenc­

ing with the sounds and powera of the letters instead 

of their names . Spelling was of extreme importance and 

the teacher wa.s required to know the correct spelling of 

all words in English which were in common use at the 

time . The Department also required that teachers be able 

to write neatly and fluently and to understand the 

principles of penmanship as given in the prescribed 

s.eries of copy books . 

Before entering the teaching profession an 

applicant was required to answer in writing, a series of 

questions . Each examination was different and each 

licence applied for required different questions . For 

example, the teacher applying for a grade 0 Ett lie ence 

would be required to answer a paper which was more 

elementary than the paper for a nn n· licence and so on . 

The examination for Grade ttEu teachers occupied 

one day . In these examinations the applicants were to 

be able to answer elementary questions on the classifica­

tion and inflection of words, to be able to parse easy 

sentences and to give the rules of syntax applicable 

thereto . They were to be a~quainted with the History 

of Nova Scotia and the Geography of Nova Scotia as well 
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as the main fa~ts of General Geography particularly as 

regards Nor th America and Europe. In Arithmetic they 

were to know the tables of money, weights and measures., 

and to be able to apply them in the solution of problems 

in Gommercial Arithmetic . They must be able to work 

rapidly and accurately any simple question in addition, 

subtraction, multiplication or division of numbers in­

cluding both vulgar and decimal fractions.;: also reduction. 

They were supposed to be familicll' with the use of the. 

Ball- frame in illustrating fundamental rules. of ari thmetie .• 

The examination for the applicants for a Grade 

nu~ certificate, being longer and more difficult required 

one and one- half days to answer . The teaching applicant 

on this level was required to have a thorough knowledge 

of the classification and inflection of words and to be 

able to analyz,e and parse any simple sentence giving the 

rules of syntax applicable thereto. They were to be 

able to correct examples. of the wrong use of words and 

to be able to write an original composition on a subject 

to be named in the examination itself. They were to be 

familiar with the history of Great Britain as well as: 

with that of Nova Scotia, to be able to draw from memory 

an outline map of Nov~ Scotia and to be familiar with the 

physical and political geography of British America . 
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They were to have a fair knowledge of general geography 

and to understand the use of the terrestial globe suffic­

iently to illustrate thereby the succ·ession of day and 

night and of the sea,sons . They were al so required to 

know the tables of sterling and French monies and to b 

able to solve readily and correctly any question in the 

arithmetical rules and interest . In algebra they wer 

to understand the solution of simple equations involving 

one unknown quantity. 

The examination for the Grade 11cu teachers 

occupied a period of two days . These applicants were 

required to analyze and parse any simple or compound 

sentence, giving the rules of syntax applicable thereto 

and to be familiar with the principlea of analysis and 

the terms used . They were to be able to recognize and 

define the principle figures of speeeh, to know the chief 

rules of the structure of sentences and the use of punc­

tuation marks and to be able to apply any rules of 

grammar and composition to anything they wrote. Th 

applicanta were to understand the metrical structure of 

English verse, and to be able to scan examples. in Iambie,, 

Trochaic_, Anapestic, and Dactylic measu ... <;; • 

The requirementa in history were similar to 

those of Grade "D" but in greater detail . In geography, 
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they were to be able to draw from memory an outline map 

of England or of any of the continents, showing the chief 

rivers, mountains, bays and cities. They were to have 

full knowledge of general geography and to understand th 

uses of the terrestial globv. 

In arithmetic they were required to know all that 

was expected of the Grade 11D0 applicants but in greater 

detail and they were to demonstrate the correctness of 

given rules of arithmetic . They were to be able to solve 

any problem involving simple equations and to know all 

the first book of Euclid. They were to understand 

fully, the use of the Ball- Frame, to have carefully 

studied the best method of giving instruction in th 

seve~al leading branches required to be taught in common 

schools and to be familiar with Macadamts Chemistry of 

Common Things:. 

For Grade ''B'tt applicants the examination was to 

be written in two and one half days. They were required 

to have a full understanding of analysis and to be abl 

to parse any sentence. They were to be familiar with the 

rules, of syntax and analysis and to be able to apply 

them to any given sentence. In composition, they wer_ 

to be able to write as in Grade 1tcn but with a greater 

strictness in the application. These students were also 
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required to explain any of the terms used in prosody. 

The· Grade ll'-Btt: applicants were to be familiar with 

the history of British America and Great Britain and the 

outlines of Universal History. Since there was no sat­

isfactory text book on the history of British America, 

the examinations were restricted to the history of Nova 

Scotia instead . The requirements in geography were th 

same for this class of applicant as for the Grade n-cn group . 

The field of mathematics was broken down into arithmetic, 

algebra, geometry and practical mathematics . In 

arithmetic the students were expected to answer any fair 

uestion and to give the rules for any arithmetical 

process and to demonstrate the truth of such rules. They 

were to understand the principles of algebra, relating 

to simple and quadratic equations, and the solutions to 

problems giving rise to such equations . In geometry they 

were required to know the first four books of Euclid or 

an equivalent . These applicants were also to be familiar 

with oblique and right angled trigonometry, the mensura­

tion of surfaces and the more simple solids. A good 

knowledge of the principles of navigation was also 

necessary. 

In every case where the requirements are stated 

to be the same in different grades, it is to be understood 
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that the demands of the examination were more strict in 

the higher than in the l_ower grades . 

The candidates for a Grade 1tAtt licence wrot 

exactly the same papers as the candidates for the Grad 

''Btt licence with the exception that a mor 

approach was expected from the former . Th 

scholarly 

additional 

requirements for an ttAtt class licence were in the natur 

of classical and scientific studies . 

In the languages, the applicants were required 

to know and to translate the first three books of 

Caesar ' s De Bello Gallico; Roracets ~, Book I, and 

They were to be able to translate Virgil ' s 

Aeneid, Books I, II, and III; Livyt s History, Book I; 

Cicerots De Amicitia; Tacitus • Agricola . They wer 

required to translate the first three books of Xenaphon•s 

Anabasis and Memorabilia ; Homer ' s Iliad , Books I, II, and 

III; Euripides • Alcestis. They were also required to 

answer questions in Latin and Greek prosody, and to scan 

with correctness and expedition passages in Virgil, 

Horace and Homer . They were to translate English into 

Latin and Greek. 

In the field of history they were to have a good 

knowledge of Grecian and Roman history including the 

ancient geography of Greece and Italy. In mathematic 
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they were to have two additional books of Euclid and 

to have a good working knowledge of spherical and solid 

geometry . 

These applicants were also required to study 

physiology. They were to know the leading features of 

animal and vegetable physiology and they were required 

to have some knowledge of inorganic chemistry. 

The colleges and universities placed demands 

upon applicants which show a marked similarity to th 

requirements of the Department of F.ducation. Dalhousi 

College in 1877 and in the following eight years required 

entrance examinations which tested the students• know­

ledge in the following subjects . 

In Latin the pupils were expected to know one 

book of Caesar, one book of Virgil, two orations of 

Cicero, and Horace, one book of Odes . In Greek they wer 

to be familiar with one book of Xenaphon, one book of 

Homer, Luciants Select Dialogues, selected parts of th 

New Testament and one Gospel . 

The students were to be prepared to write an 

arithmeti c examination showing a good knowledge of that 

subject and to be familiar with the first book of Euclid t s 

Elements of Geometry. In algebra they were to be able 

to state the sim~le rules and work simple equations of 
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one unknown auantity not involving surds. 

The pupils were to have a working knowledge of 

English grammar, the history of England and its geography. 

Special stress was laid upon accuracy in Latin and Greek 

grammar . 

In some cases pupils could enter the colleges as. 

second year students. In this case their subject matter 

was similar to that for pupils entering as first year 
5 

students but with greater detail in each subject. 

In 1877 the follo.ving subjects were taught in the 

Halifax High School; reading, recitation, spelling, 

dictation, general geography, fine hand writing, mental 

arithmeti c, slate arithmetic, English grammar, analysis, 

British history, composition, Latin, Greek, algebra, 

geometry, French and German. In the follow.ing year mental 

arithmetic was not taught, but the chemist-ry of common 

things and ancient history were added to the course. 

In 1879 universal history was added, but the 

chemistry of common things was dropped. In 1880 mental 

and slate arithmetic were taken as one subject . Previous 

to this time a pupil would have been able to take one 

5 
This information was collected from the Report 

of the Board of School Commissioners for the City of 
Halifax for the year ended October 31st, 1B77. p 24. 
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without the other but this procedure came to an end in 

this year. In this same year universal history was 

dropped and was not taught again in the high school. 

The chemistry of common things was resumed in 1880 and 

remained on the curriculum from that time onward. 

In the next year recitation, dictation and 

ancient history were dropped from the curriculum and were 

not taken up again during the existence of the Halifax 

High School but they were replaced to some extent by 

the addition of practical mathematics and British 

Ameri can history. This year also saw the addition of the 

geography of Nova Scotia. In 1882 the latter was not 

taught nor was British American history which was re­

placed by a course in Canadian history. A course in 

drawing was also added . In 1883 the course in drawing 

was not taught but natural philosophy and physiology 

were taught for the first time. In 1885 the course of 

studies of the Halifax High School was published in the 

reports of the Board of School Commissioners and was as 

follows. 
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Course of Studies for High Schools 

First Year 

n1. English Language - (a) 6t h Reader, Part I, 
with sketches of the authors of passages read , 
and recitations of choice sel ections. 

(b) Dictation exerci ses, with special 
reference to wo rds liabl~ to be misspelled, use 
of prescribed speller, word-analysis with study 
of cognate derivatives . 

(c) Grammar - Prescribed text-book completed 
except notes and appendix. 

*(d) Prescribed introductory text . Monthly 
ssays or abstracts, with special attention paid 

to penmanship, punctuation, capitals, paragraphing, 
etc. 

2. Geography- Europe and North Ameri ca; Map Drawing . 

3. History- Prescribed text in British History 
completed and reviewed; History of British Ameri ca 
reviewed. 

4. Arithmeti c- Hamblin Smith, except sections 14, 
22. 29, 32 and 33; examination papers to be omitted . 

5. Geometry- First Book with easy exerci sscw • 

6. Algebra- Todhunt er, through Fraction ;:;,. 

7. Industrial Drawing- Nos. 5 and 6 Text- books of 
Art Education. · 

Physics- (Winter Term) Prescribed Primer , with 
additional oral lessons and experiments 
based on Gages t Elements of __ Physics . 
(Ginn, Heath & Co . , Boston . ) 

8. Botanv- (Summer Term) The elements of structur al 
Botany as in Gray• s Hq_Y! _Plen t~~-Gr:._ow, 
taught orally wi th systemati c study of 
local Flora, (a minimum list of fift 
common plants for analysis and clas­
sifi cation is published in the Journal 
of Education.) 

*9 . Latin - Pr:lI1~i2ia _Latina, part I, through Ch . 32, 
and Part II, to Roman History. 



37 

*10 . Book- Kee~in~. 

*l l . French - Gr~rnmar, trr..nslation and compos­
ition as in French Principia, 
Part I. 

6 
* Only two of these imnerativo . 

rrBotanical Speci es 

he following fifty common specie 
in c1.lmo st every school 
are named for analysis and 
connection 1·'1 th the Botany 
the High School Course . A 
een era Rnd orders in which 
included should also b 
hould be regardea as 

1 . 
• 
• 4. 

5--
6. 
7. 
8. 

Ranunculus repens 
nsella bursa- pastori s 

Viola blanda 
Drosera rotundifol 
Cerastium vulgatum 
Acer rubrum 
Trjfoliun renens 
Prunus Pennsylvanica 

---------·---------
6 

26 . 
7. 

28. 
20 

/ . 

30 . 
31 . 
2. 
3. 

_,r-

Mentha c,maa ens _. 
Solenum tuberos 
Syringa vulgaris 
Chenopodium album 
Polygonum aviculare 
Ulmus Americt1.na 
Fagus ferrugine 
Myrica f ale 

----------
ReQort of the Board of School Commissioners fo r 

v- - --vY of Harftax·tor the year ended 31st October , l'S'B"5. 
;>;:; > -



9. 
10. 
1. 

12. 
13. 
11+. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18 . 
19. 
20 . 

• 
2. 

23 . 
24 • 
25. 

Fragaria Virgini 
Pyrus malus 
Ribes nigrum 
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Epilobium angustifolium 
Pastinaca sti va 
Aralia nudicaulis 
Cornus Canadensis 
Sambucus 
Leucanthemum vulgare 
Cirsium arvense 
Taraxa..cum den s-1 eon:t 
Lobelia inflata 
Epigaea repens 
Gaultheria procumben 
Plantago major 
Lystimachia strict 
Veronica serpyllifolia 

34. 
5. 
6. 

37. 
38 . 

~: 
41. 
42.. 

~: 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 

Be.tula, 
Populus tremuloides 
Pinus strobus 
Abi es Canadensis 
Habenaria orcy-oripedium 
Iris versicolor 
Smilacina bifol1a 
Juncus effusus 
Carex intumescens-
Tri ticum vulgare 
Equisetum sylvaticum 
Pteris aquilin 
Aspidium spinulosum 
Dicksonia nunctilobula 
Onoclea sensibilis 
Osmunda cinnamomea 
Lycopodium clavatum 

Where the genus alone is mentioned the teacher 
is supposed to select the s pecies most available 
in the neighborhood. Some of these flowers are 
very minute, and their study will require the use 
of a cheap botanical lens . It is important that 
each student should own a lens, and be taught how 
to use it. Students should be exercised in draw­
ing the small parts enlarged on the black boar 

nd in their note books. As a specimen of the 
mosses recommended ''-The common Hair Cap•t, 
Polytrichum; of the Liverworts, Marchantia, of 
the Li chens, Usnia, Sticta or Cladonia; of the 
Fungi, Agaricus campes,tris, the uedible 
mushroomtt.7 

Industrial Drawing for High School Course 

1 . For the first year, Nos. 5 and 6 of the 
Ameri can Text Book of Art Education. (Retail 
Price 15 cents each). 

2.. For the second year , Nos. 7 and 8 of th 
ame series;. (Retail price, 25 cents each). 

7 
Journal of Education, Oct, 1885. p 21 . 
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The above books belong to the same series as 
those already used in our common schools . Nos . 
5 and 6 are aceompanied by a manual for teachers, 
giving full directions in regard to the use of 
the books . The retail pri ce of this manual will 
not exceed 60 cents . A small manual -accompanying 
Nos . 7 and 8 will be supplied gratuitously to 
teachers whose circumstances require them to us 
those books. It is not supposed that for th 
year about to Qegin many schools will requir 
anything in advance of Nos . 5 and 6. As it has 
been thought well to omit N'O• l+ entirely from 
the Course of Study, the following hints ar 
supplied: -

Before beginning work in No . 5, pupils should 
be taught to draw by freehand the following 
lane geometric figures, and these should b 

drawn or derived from the geometric solids, thus-

The Circle from the Sphere. 
The Oblong from the Oblong Blo ck . 
The Right- angled triangle from the Square Prism. 
The Isosceles Triangle from the Square Pyramid . 
The Equilateral Triangle from the Equilateral 

triangular Prism. 
The Ellipse from the Ellipsoid . 
The Oval from the Ovoid Form. 
The Hexagon from the Hexagonal Prism. 
The Pentagon from the Pentagonal Prism. 
The Octagon from the Octagonal Prism. 

By deriving the plane geometric figures in this 
y, pupils will have a more definite conception of 

them than if drawn from flat copies or from black­
board copies alone . As a rule the shortest 
dimensions of each figure should be four inches. 

For definitions in regard to these plan 
geometric figures consult pages 35 and 36 of th 
Manual, Part III, accompanying Drawing Book No . 
5. The drawings should be made on Manilla 
paper and pupils should be practiced on rapid 
work . Where no previous instruction in Drawing 
has been received, attention should be paid to 
the holding of the pencil and the character of 
the line produced . The pencil should be one of 
medium softness . 
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(Phe above drawing- books can bg obtained 
through Halifax book- s~llers.) 

Second Year 

1 . English Language - (a) 6th Reader, 2nd Part, 
with scansion of metrical passages, and converting 
poetry into plain prose. Sketches of authors &c., 
continued . 

(For above requirement teachers are at liberty 
to substitute a critical study of Longfellow' s 
Evangeline . The edition of poem recommended 
for pupils is that published in connection with 
t1Blackie•·s School Classics;tt,-re.tail price, 
twelve cents . 
(b) As. in first year. 
(c) Grammar completed and reviewed, with special 
analysis of difficult passages . 
(d) Dalgleish~s advanced text in English Composition, 
with essays, .. 

2. Geography Completed with special attention to 
Physical Geography. 

3. History - Modern History as in Swinton ' 
outlines. 

4. Arithmetic - Text - book completed and reviewed. 

5. Geometry - First Book reviewed, with exercis~s 
complete. 2nd Book, with Miscellaneous Exercises . 

6. Algebra - Involution, Evolution, Simple 
Eauations . 

*?~ Chemistry - Inorganic, (Winter Tenn) as in 
Steel ~s Fourteen Weeks in Chemistry. 

Agricultural., (Summer Term), as in Prescribed 
Primer. 

8. Book - Keeping. 

8 
Journal of Educatio~, Oct 1885. P• 22. 
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9. Industrial Drawing - N:os. 7 and 8 American 
Text-Books of Art Education. 

*11. Greek, - Grammar, translation and composition, 
as. in Initia Graec·a, Part I. 

*12. French, - Principa Part I reviewed and Part II. 

*Only three of these imperative. 

Third Year 

*l. English Literature, - Stopford Brooke t s Primer 
of English Literature,. Critical study of 
Shakespeare r- s Julius Caesar . (The edition of 
the play recommended for pupils is that in th 
Royal School Series,, with not es and glossary~ 
by W. S. Dalgleish. Retail Price twelve c·enis:) 
Exercises in parsing, analys1s, and historical 
etymology in connection with book reat. 

2. Geography reviewed. 

3. History, - Swinton t s Outlines completed. 

4. Arithmetic - Occasional problems . 

5. Geometry, - to the end of Book IV, with 
exercises complete. 

6. Algebra - Text- book completed. 

Phvsiology - (Winter Term) The elements, of 
Physiology and Hygene as in 
Eluxl ey and Youmans, ( to b 

*7• taught orally.) 

Geology - (Summer Term) . As in pr~scribed 
Primer, with special study of 
Geology ~ Mineralogy of Nova 
Scotia. 
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*8 . Practical Mathematics - Prescribed Text- Book. 

*9. Latin - Ovid ' s Metamorphoses - prescribed 
extracts . Caesar, Book VI, reviewed or Ci cero 
Pro Archia Poeta. Principia Latina, Part rv . , 
through Chapter 35. 

*10 . Greek - Gram.mar, and 
1- and 2 . 

ophon Anabasis Books 

*11 . French - Advanced Grammar, (Bracket or Otto) 
Charles XII . Moliere t s Le Aourgeois Gm tilhornm~. 

*Only thr of the imperativ"' . 

Note .- Changes in Latin, Greek, and English, 
authors read will be announced from year to year 
in the Journal of Education. 9 

It is important to note that up to 1884 no cours 

of studies for the Halifax High School had ever been 

published in any form whatsoever. It appears as though 

the school followed a system similar to that mentioned 

but, since the actual course of studies and the teaching 

procedures were matters of concern of the school and not 

the Board of School Commissioners, no complete account 

exists today. 

9 
Report of the Board: of School Commissioners: for 

: ~ ~
5
---. g~~~:µ'ax for the year ended 31st October , 



CHAPTER III 

THE MASTERS AND THE SUBJECTS THEY TAUGHT 

The study of Latin in the High School presented 

somewhat of a problem to the Boord of School Commis­

sioners::. When the new school was opened the Board 

decided that it would no longer be necessary to teach 

Latin in the common schools of the city. The subject was 

to be taken up by all pupils upon entering the High 

School . This action proved to be veny unpopular in two 

ways . Firstly it meant that the pupils of the new 

school had only three yea.rs of Latin and that it was 

difficult in this relatively short period of time to bring 

them up to the standards required by the colleges and th 

Department of Education . It also meant that all new 

pupils were forced to study a subject for which no 

practical outcome could be seen. 

Mr. Alexander MacKay, Supervisor of Schools at 

this time, in a report to the Board, stated that it 

appeared to him that this situation was unreasonable and 

should be stopped . lie felt that the pupils taking the 

classical course should have more time in their thre 

year stay at the High School to study Latin and Gre 

and to find this time, should be excused from English 

Composition, Grammar, Geography and perhaps English 

Literature and General Histor3 . 

43 
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His argument was as follows: -

nw1 th regard to the utility of the study of 
the Ancient Classics there exists here, as 
Jsewhere, a great diversity of opinion. A 

very large majority of those who have enjoyed 
the advantage of a university education, and 
who therefore largely form public opinion on 
this subject, believe that breadth of cultur 
and scholarship cannot be attained without a 
study of Latin and Greek . This mistake is 
quite natural, for we are apt to attach an 
undue value to what we know best. Such persons 
tacitly assume that the old system must be the 
system, because it produced them. On the other 
hand we are all the more apt , presumptuously, 
to undervalue those subjects of which we know 
nothing, and without which we have been suc­
e:essful. Many foolishly disclaim against th 
study of the classics as if it were a relic 
of the dark ages . But here, as 1~ many other 
cases, in medio tuti ss:bnus ibis. n 

From this time, Latin and Greek were carried in the high 

school as optional subjects. 

In 1884, the school mad change in the department 

of modern languages due to the resignation of the French 

tutor, Mr . Liechti who had been with th chool since its 

stablishment in 1877. This man had been appointed to 

profesaorship in Dalhousie College and was replaced on 

the staff of the high school by Mr. N. c. James, a grad­

uate of the University of Toronto. 

1 
Report of the Board of School Commissioners for 

the city of Halifax for the year ended October 31st, 1884. 
p 2:3. 
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Professor Liechti had been engaged in the high 

school only three hours each day. There were usually 

four or five classes of about twenty pupils each. As 

French and German were both taught it is evident that 

time must have been inadequate, an injustice to both 

tutor and pupils. 

No provision had ever been made for the systematic 

teaching of industrial drawing. Mr. James had th 

necessary aualifications to teach the latter as well as 

modern languages. 

Mr. James saw that French in a country such as 

Canada is of great value both practically and educationally. 

Under his direction, 97 out of 98 students studied this 

subject. He gave as much time as possible to oral French 

and French conversation. 

Mr. Waddell in the English Department of the 

high s.chool spent much of his time trying to inspire in 

the pupils a desire for good reading and of giving them 

the power of forming definite, correct, and independent 

opinions on the merits of an author, both as to style 

and matter. This he did by a careful reading and a 

critical study of a few English Masterpieces, memorizing 

the choicest portions, and secondly, by such a survey of 

the field of literature as would enable his pupils to 
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select wisely for future reading . 

11·rt is appalling to think of how many of 
our young people are clandestinely devouring 
the worse than worthless sensational litera­
ture of the day, an evil which is tending to 
sap the foundation of every class of society 
alike. How much time is spent by the greater 
number of teachers in merely teaching children 
to read, and how little in trying to make them 
love and enjoy good readi~g only, and yet no 
part of a teacher t s work is more important to 
individual or to societyrr. 2 

Mathematics., Bookkeeping and the. Natural Sciences 

wore taught by Mr . A. J. Denton. Mr. Denton was a 

graduate of Acadia College and it was with his arrival 

at the School that a course in Bookkeaping was initiated 

in 1884. The purpose of this course was to give the 

pupils some practical training which would help them in 

their employment . 

In the Natural Sciences, Mr . Denton followed the 

principle that it was best for the individual in any 

study, to pursue the pa th by which mankind before him 

ar~ived at the conclusions which he seek s to establish, 

that a knowledge of the more obvious and general proper­

ti es of matter should precede a lmowledge of the mor 

recondite qualities. By this means in natural and easy 

2: 
Mr . 

of the Board 
Hali fax1 for 

Ma.cKay, Supervisor ' s Report, Report 
Commissioners for the Citz_o,f 
nding October 31st, 1884. p 25. 
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gradation he proceeds from the study of masses. to that 

of molecules, then of atoms, then of matter as associated 

with life; physics first; then chemistry; and lastly 

physiology, the most important. 

The only Headmaster the High School ever had 

was Rev. Dr. Edwin Gilpin whose career as an educationalist 

in Halifaoc cannot be omitted . He wa-s born at Aylesford, 

Nova Scotia in the year 1821, the son of Edwin and Eliz 

Gilpin. He was educated at Kings College, Windsor, 

receiving his Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1847, his 

Master of Arts Degree in 1850; Bachelor of Divinity in 

1853 and his Doctor of Divinity in 1863~ 

Gilpin became headmaster of the Halifax Grammar 

School in the year 1848. He held this position until 

he was appointed headmaster of the Halifax High School 

in the year 1877. When the Halifax High School became 

the Halifax Academy he became its first principal . H 

saw forty- one years service in these three schools. 

The board hired Gilpin in 1877 at an annual 

salary of $1,600. 00 . This salary remained almost con­

stant throughout his career at the high school with th 

exception of the years 1879, 1880, 1881 and 1882 when his 

salary was reduced to $1,44o . oo per year due to an economic 

depression at that timo. 
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Discipline was. very severe in Gilpints time. To 

those pupils who were not inclined to learn, some small 

degree of knowledge was imparted by the use of the 

leather strap . 

The headmaster arranged the pupils of the high 

s.chool into four divisions, the first being generally 

composed of those who last entered the school . It, there­

fore embrae'ed honor scholars who were well drill ed. in th 

public schools and who passed a difficult examination, 

and paying pupils who entered on a very much lower 

grade. From this diversity arose one of the most serious 

difficulties with which the masters had to contend. All 

pupils should have entered with the same scholastic at­

tainments-. 

There were seven sessions of 40 or 45 minutes 

each, in a school day. There were also two recesses, 

one of 5 minutes at 10:20 a.m., and another of 10 minutes 

at 11:45 a . m. It was felt at that time that forty minutes 

of earnest and individual attention exhausts the energies 

of any pupil, and that a change of occupation is then 

profitable. 

The time to be devoted to various subj ec·ts, the 

order in which they were taken up, and the amount of work 

to be done wa s mainl y , if not wholl y, decided by each 
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master for himself and, therefore, varied considerably 

from term to term. A freedom of this nature proved to 

be a serious defect and was later cleared up. 



CHAPTER IV 

FINANCIAL STRUCTURE 

The total expenditure by the Board of School 

Commissioners on the Halifax:_ High School amounted to 

56,643 . 76 over a period of eight years from 1877 to 

1885. Of this amount, $33,733 . 98 was paid to the teachers 

as salaries . This amount represented 59½% of the total 

expenditure . Interest on bank loans and debentures 

amounted to a total of $12,652 . 80 or 22¼% of the total 

cost. The remaining 18¼% was spent on the actual running 

of the school . 

This money was derived from the following sources. 

The General School Account, the grammar school trust, 

upils t fees and rents of buildings owned by the board . 

From the General School Acc~unt or public assessment, 

39,830 •. l? was receiv<m which amounted to 70%, of the 

total . From the fees of the pupils a total amount of 

$9,745. 02 or 17% of the total. The remaining 13% was 

derived from the grammar school trust and rents from 

buildings which belonged to the board. 

The Halifax High School cost the citizens an 

average of $1,218 .12 per year plus a tax of approxi­

mately $4,978 .77 per year. Following is a collection 

of statements of expenditures and receipts of the 

Halifax High School for all years ending October 31st 

50 
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from 1877 to 1885 inclusivQ. 

For the year ended October 31, 1877 
Expenditures 

Examiners 

Teachers;l° Salaries 

Cleaning 

Furnitur-· 

Labor and Repairs 

Fuel 

Rent 

Books and Stationery 

Fire Insuranc 

Receipta 

Fees from Scholars 

Cash From General School Account 

Cash from Rev. Dr . Gilpin for rent 

Cash from Provincial Government 

Balanc 

1 

95. 88 

1866 .67' 

181 .05 

1039.10 

107. 10 

100 . 80 

175.,00 

95.79 

10.00 
$3671 . 319 

920 . 00 

2500.00 

120 . 00 

200.00 
$3746.oo 

$68 . 611 

These tables are revised tables appearing in 
the Reports of the Board of School Commissioners. for th1;:· 
years 1877 to 188$.. Because of their extreme length and 
detailed account, they were revised for the purposes: of 
this paper. 
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For the year ended October 31st, 1878 . 
-

Expenditures 

Chemical Apparatus and Chemicals 

Examip.er s-

Teacher s t Salaries 

Cleaning services 

Rent, Old Masonts Hall 

Stationery &c . 

Glazing 

Insurance on Furnitur 

Plumbing 

J . B. Smithers, Locks&c . 

Pipes and Screens 

Repairs. 

Malcom and Johnston 

Gas Company 

Printing and Advertising 

Fees from High School Pupils 

Provincial Government (trust) 

Rents from Spring Garden Road and Bishop St . 
p~operties. 

Balance Chargeable to General School Ac~ount 

2 

6,34.0l 

23.52 

3600 . 00 

108 . 00 

262. 50 

172. 95 

24.68 

3.64 

'}i. 84 

9.15 

3. 60 

108. aJ 

3. 25 

i . 46 

44o . 5:z 
$;46t. 99 

1500. 00· 

600 . 00 

267.04 

~~•22 2 $ .99 

Report of the Board of School Commissioners for 
the City of Halifax for the Year ending October 31st, 1878. 
p 91 . 
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For the year ended October 31st, 1879. 

ExPendi tures 

Teachers • Salaries 
Cleaning 
Rent 

Interest on Loan from Bank 
Interest on Debentures 

117. 30 
1839.15 

Fire Insurance on High School 
Fire Insurance on Property 

Spr ing Garden Rd. 
Fire Insurance on Property, 

Bishop, St . 

Books and Stationery 

1 
Advertising and Printing 
Miscellaneous Accounts 

Balance Due the Peoples.t bank this dat­
Expendi ture per account this date 
Balanc 

Dra-wn from General Account 
Pr ovincial Government Trust 
Dr . Gilpin, Rent 
Pupils • Fees, High School 
Rent for house on Bishop st . 

3 

69 . 54 

11 . 66. 

7. 66. 

1+803.00 
9. 00 

262. 50 

1956 . 45 

88 . 66 
93.-21 
01 . 75 
86 .56 

4~.58 
$8:L . 91 

3158 . 41 
8161i,.91 
1412. ~0 

$12735. 2 

10643 . 32 
600.00 
4o.oo 

1015.00 

- -~~z-~ 

Paraphrased from Report of the Board of Schoo 
Commissioners for the CitX of Halifax for the month endin 
October 31st, 187_2. _,. 
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For th ar ended October 31st, 1880 . 

Expenditures 

Teacher 
leaning 

Interest on loan from Peoples • Bank 1.76 .15 
2110 . 50 Interest on Debentures 

Fire Insurance on High School 
Fire Insurance on property, 

Spring Garden Rd . 
Fire Insurance on property, 

Bishop st . 

Books and Stationery 
Prize 
Furniture (Includi~g Maps 
Advertising and Printing 
Miscellaneous Accounts. 

on Rand 
Sunerintendent of Education, 
Rent, House on Spring Garden 
Rent, House on Bishop St . 
Pupil Fees 
Balance from City Assessment 

----·---... - --------~---· 
raphrased 

s for th 

70.08 

10.24 

6.4o 

Grammar School Trust 
Rd . 

4386.64 
24o.oo 

2286.65 

86.;2 
26.11 
31.24 

231. 50 
65.70 

141.62 
$7523 .8 

412. 50 
600 .00 
265. 00 
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For the year en October 31st, 1881 . 

Ex:oendi tures 
Teacher 
Cleaning 
Fire Insurance High Schoo 
Fire Insurance Bishop St. Property 
Fi r e Insurance Spring Garden Ru . 

Property 

Fuel 

Miscellaneous Acc:ount and Casual Rep .. 
airs 

52.01 
4.75 

7.60 

Illigh School Building 78. 8 ·~ 
Bishop Street Property 53.00 
Spring Garden Rd . Pronerty 102. 82 

,boks and Stationer 

Adverti sing and Prfnting 
nterest on Debentures 

Receints 

Pupils Fees 
Provincial GovernMent Gr'1rnnar School Tr-us 

Rents, Btl. shop Street Property 
Rent s , Spring Garden Rd. Pro~erty 
Rents, Old Gr8mmar School Bldg . 

City Assessment 

5 

142. 50 
90 . 00 
75.00 

4230.00 
4o.oo 

64.36 
237. 71 

23H,.65 
55.74 

.17 
92.60 

1318 .G0 
600 .00 

2~•~0 $217 .o 
~087,08 

'7262.58 5 
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For the year ended October 31st, 1882. 

Expenditures 

Teacher5; 

C1-eaning 

Fire Insuran 

Water Rates, 

Fuel 

M:iiseellaneous Ace-cunts including repairs 

Books and Stationery 

Prizes 

Advertising and Printing 

Interest on Debentures 

Receipts 

Pupils Fees: 

Grammar School Trust 

Rent 

City Assessment 

4688.37 

24o.oo, 

135.5(1}} 

66.50 

349.71 

214.02 

27.58 

26.4.o 

39.10 

214o.to 
$7927.8 

1490.84 

600.00 

~3't·~8 $2 2 .~2 

5501.26 6 
$7927.68 

~ 
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For the . yea» ended October 31st, 1883. 

Expenditure$ 

Teachers 

Cl.eaning 

ter Rates 

Fuel 

Miscellaneous Accounts including repairs 

Books and Stationery 

Prizes 

Advertising and Printing 

Interest on Debentures 

Receipts 

Pupil Fees 

Grammar School Trust 

Renta, 

City Assessment 

4925.89 

250 .00 

~o .oo 

280.55 

297. ?O 

34.08 

22.49 
$5860'. 1-1-

30. 50 

1500.97 

600 .00 

414.~o 
$2515. 7 

~486.24 
:001. 71 7 



58 
For the year ended October 31st, 1884. 

E2g>enditures 

Teachers 

Cleaning 

Water Rates 

Fuel 

Miscellaneous accounts including repairs, 

Books and Stationery 

Priz.es, 

Advertising and Printing 

Interest on debentures 

Receipts 

Pupil Fees 

Grammar School Trust 

Rents 

Law Faculty, Dalhousie College 

City Assessment 

8 
Paraphrased from Report of Board 

Commissioners, for the ci ti! of Halifax- for 
October 31st_;_ 11ffi1+. - p 10.1 . 

5231. >+1. 

26>+.oo 

1.36.00 

272.0>+ 

350 ."86, 

35.55 

226.8 _ 

2080.~2 
$8624.. 7 

1050 .• 21 

600 . 00-

372. 50 

~7. 50 s2no. 21 

~~~~-~ 8 

d 
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It will be seen from the stqtements listed abov 

that the Board of School Commissioner s possessed three 

pieces of property . The proper ty si tuated on Birmingham 

Stree;t wa s the building in which the classes of the Halifax 

Grammar School had been helu. he land on Spring Garden 

Road was connected to the Grfunmar School property ;md w 

the residence of the headmaster of the high school, Dr . 

Gilpin. he third piece of property 1vas situated o 

Bi. shop Street and had been will ed. to the Board of Schoo' 

Commissioners by James Dechman. 

icant ~na interestinh. 

ts histor 

About the yeRr 1787 the name of Jame 

s gn, ,_ 

chman 

f d to bE> c-onnect ed with Mather t s church as it s 

then known, a conpregational denomination, many of wnos 

actherents being United Fhpire Loyalists . Later this 

church merged with the Presbyteri.an denomjnation and was 

thereafter ce.llerl St. Mr-itthew1 s Church . Here dur ing the 

first part of the nineteenth century another James 

chrnan WA.s elder. That he was devoted to his chur ch 

easily understood by the various gifts he gave to it. 

Bis bass viol (or as they ca.lled i t the nKirk Fiddlett 

s willed to the C'Ongregation ·with certain restrJctions 

to the times of its being played upon . He willed 

his llbrary, a set of the Encyclonedia Britanni ca, 8th 

-~ 
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dition, to the school which h 

found . 

o anxiously desired to 

By the will of James Dechman the second, mad 

n the year 1850, the ho and garden on Bishou Street 

were bequeathed in trust for purposes of founding a 

hool to be established under the superintendence and 

charge of the Kirk session of St. Matthew' s Church, to 

be used either as a normal or training school for th 

inculcation of principles of sound morality and religion 

as taught in tho parochial schools of Scotland. He gav 

the dimensions of the property and appointed as trust 

five men or the vivors and successors of them to 

raise a fund by voluntary subscription to fit up the 

house and ,)remi ses, to engage teachers and to regulat 

their salaries, the fees of tuition and to prescribe the 

course of study so that the same be made as useful an, 

beneficial to the whole community as was in the power 

of the devisees and their successors . The school was to 

remain under the supervision and care of the elders of 

the church am the nroceeds of the school were not to b 

directed to ruiy other use. He further directed that th 

h01.1.se was to be v.ept in good repair ?nd the.t it was to 

be insured against loss or dama by fire. He request 

that the school be ouened on the fifth day of January 
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ch year (that being his birthday) or on the sixth if 

the fifth should f~ll on a Sunday. He further stipulat 

that if the majority of the members of the Kirk session 

o desired, they may sell the property and with tne 

proceeds invest in another property which was to be used 

directed for the property on Bishop Street. 

Evidently it not possible to obtain b 

voluntary subscription the necessary amount to organiz 

and maintain ch a school. It was found that th r. 

ssions carried out to the best advantage the donor t s, 

wishes, renting the house and garden and keeping striet 

account 
8 

ars. 

r by year of the investment fo r twenty od~; 

Commissioners for 
ctober 3rst, 19-21. 



CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

The Halifax High School represents that point in 

the educational system of the city of Halifax at which 

secondary education ceased to be solely in the hands of 

private schools and became a public matter . The high school, 

its.elf was an interim school lasting only eight years 

but it was an experiment in education which shoi.tld not 

be forgotten. 

Many of the problems found in today•s educational 

systems are not new. Those who have proposed system 

of merit support, that is, free· tuition to colleges and 

universities for those students who are financially un­

able to attend a university may find in this study a 

veritable illustration of such a system. 

It will be seen that the High School stressed a 

study of the classics, a course which by today 1 s standards 
' 

would be considered advanced even in the universities and 

bordering on the impossible in the high schools . At 

the same time the high school saw the commencement of 

the modification of the classical curriculum and the 

insertion of more instrumental subject&, a procedure which 

has progressed steadily until today the curriculum would 

appear to be an inversion of that of the Halifax High 

62 
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School with the classics subordinate. 

The masters of the school possessed superior 

ualifications and their salaries wer orthy of their 

positions . As far as may be ascertained from rents and 

prices at that time, Dr . Gilpin t s salary by todayt s 

standard would be in the range of from $14,ooo.oo to 

$16,000 . 00 per year admittedly far above the salaries, of 

his colleagues in the common school_,,. 

The curriculum of the school was determined. to 

very large extent by the curriculum and entrance requir 

ment~ of the colleges and universities at that time, 

particularly Dalhousie college. This sjLtuation was 

modified considerably during the existence of th 

Halifax High School and has been altered considerably 

since . 

By an act of the Legislature passed on April 24th, 

1885 the Halifax High School became the ffialifax Academy. 

The differences between these schools may be determined 

by the act which follows. 

Chapter 51 

An Act to amend chapter 39 of the Acts of 
1870, entitled, An Act for the Establishing of 
a High School, and for other educational 
purposes, in the city of Halifax. 

(Passed the 24th day of April, A. D., 1885.) 
Section 
1 . High School to be a free publi c school. 
2. Section 2, Cap . 39, Acts 1877, amended. 
Section 3 Sections 4, 5, 6 repealed; 7 amended. 



64 

Be it enacted by the Governor, Council, 
and Assembly as follows: 

1 . The High School established under the 
provisions of the Act hereby amended shall, 
after the passing of this Act, subject to 
the other conditions in the said Act pre­
scribed, be open as a free public school 
to the children of both saxes of all parents 
domiciled in the County of Halifax and 
shall be governed by all such regulations 
as may from time to time be made by the 
Council of Public Instruction in relation 
to County Academies under the la-w of th 
Province relating to Public Instruction. 

2.. Section 2 of the said Act is amended by 
striking out the words ttbeyond the net 
proceeds of the_ fees hereinafter mentioned. ti 

]. Sections 4, 5 and 6 of said Act are 
repealed and section seven is amended by 
inserting after the work ttpower" in the 
first line thereof, the following words: 
"to fix a standard without attaining which 
no pupil will be admitted to the High 
Schooltt .1 

1 
N.S . Laws 48 Vic. Cap. 51 . 
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