
r From De I Allen To : Yvonne Atwell Date: 6/13/95 Time: 15:41:10 Page 3 of 5 

.... ., 05-13-95 12:24 442 P02 

Africville 

For many black Nova Scotians the plight of the community of Africville represents their 

struggle against racism and their struggle to remain a community. Both geographically and and 
politically on the &inge of the City of Halifax, fricville struggled to maintain its sense of 
community in the face of insbtutional racism. Today, the efforts of Eddie and Victor Carvery 
are part of th.is continuing struggle. 

At the core o Africville lay a very distinct sense of community and sense of identity for 

its residents . Established al ost 150 years ago, Afrtcville h d to struggle to maintain its 

integrity as a ot rnruty in the face of concerted efforts by the city to destroy the bond the 

black residents had to their and. Like many blac 'ova Scohans the residents of Africville 

suffered. the consequences of racism which helped to dtannel any oft em in to po erty. As 

individuals, the residents of Afrkville felt the powerlessnt· ·s that verty and racrsm brought 

with it. Despite t 1 1 they we e proud of heir community and worked hard to ~u port each 
other m tough times 

As a community Afncvilte ""1.s al o v1 tun of rac1sm Starting at around the tum of 

the CE>ntury, ds tht> oty of HaJ fa:: E>xpanded, aty c•fficial , pennitted indu trial d velopment to 

encroach on the residenhal f'a of . .!\fricville. The area aro n · cvilie ht-came the referred 

site for city developments which other Hahfa~ ne1ghb1..1ur ood refused to a ce t Soon 
Afncvtlle found itself surrounded by f rtl i.zer pl..int~, sew ge disposal p ·ts, a 1nfoctt0us 

diseases hospital and finally the ty's largest land.hll Corn tlmg the negative affE"C."t nf those 
developments was the city''- mnbnued unwillingne-es to rovid the Afncvt le res1den with the 

most basic ot 5ervice~ espi e t e fac tha t e r sidenb 1-.0nhnued to ay t xe!> to the c t). 

Africvtlk la.c ed essenha1 ~rvices such .a runrung water, rof "r -,e age dis os , aved wads 

as weU a\!> basic poll .:-e and fire pro t1ct1 n Pet:itK H after ttbon fr m, the Afn :ville ~ommunity 
fell on the deaf e· rs at nty hall It w obvtous to many Af:ncvtll rest ents hat the ty had a 

long tem1 phn t > force the res1dPrtts of Afnc-ville off th~1r land and nut oft e r conunumt) 

Years ot ng ignored by racis city rounali; • an tu wear on the residents of Afn Ue. 

Despite their deep sen~ of historical continuity, tht> residents of Africv1lle lacked the l.ahcal 

power an influence to figh the conct>rtE-d of eff.)rt~ of the cit) gov rnn1 nt to d pn 'V th m of 

their comm nity and ultimately thetr -.ense of i entity 

In the late l 960' s, havm de nved A fncv1lle of th most basic ervtces ne d d to 
ma.mtam tl1t! c,o called b sK "nurnmum standards", the oty, und r the uise of u-rban renew I, 

d~cided to relocate the residents of . fricvi le n bulldoze thel.l' c mmun1ty. It was dear to 

,many A.friMll'=' _!;'Stdents that despite e patemahstic claims that reloc hon Wd6 in their "b st 

""Ulterests", the aty was sin1 ly using tht- fact that Afncvllle lack the fie kes needed o 
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maintain the so-called minimums standards, as an opportunity to push the people of Ahicville 

off their land. 1f the truth be told, the reasons for relocation arose out of the institutional 

racism of the city government. The city's strategy to remove the people of Africville grew more 

out of a sense of embarrassment and desire for roperty than any altruistic reasons. The true 

injustice of these actions by the city was tl e fact tha 1 ,as the city government's deliberate 

neglect of this bta<:k community that gave rise to the "need" to get rid of the uembarrassment" . 

Instead of recognizing the sense of C'ommunity an identity that Afncville held for the residents, 

the city decided that reloca ion and "compen a on" \'\- d ,e ")fi y solul'lon to a "problem" that 
the city had d liberately created in th fiNt pl e 

To many rme A{ri('Vlll residents, t e o '"lsation aclulg~ off red y the city were 

an insult. Many nf the r s ents felt hat they had nc choic but to accept the om nsabon. 
The ci '-s s atcgy nf di V1ding the rnmmuruty furtht-r Jen, ralu~ the res1dt-nts and forced 

ma y to accept t e compem,ation as they w 1 t' ..,,,.>d t eir t l nm uuty ~mg bu1kfoz.ed around 

them. The b·ggest utsult to fricvill as th.: oty's tol,11 .gr,Manc of th t> concept of community 

in Africvdle By ~dt 1g n ,id. nts nt \fra 1 e l n 1 v! ual ast .... , rwgl cted h I\t>(-' i of 

Airic e al"\ an ir1d~ n ent 1.umn ur 1ty is l of ~nse of co Tlll\lllll } ,nd 1dt-tH t) .i~ n 

no way addres·se b) the rit) Ul. its slrd y ,f rt>loc h on an dernuh l n 

The pain of this lo. s "tay With mar,y f •nn r re<;1d nts of fr~cvill~ T He 1s · 

sense of •niu · e amo1\g t t former r~1d nts B.cause the Gty rit.>wr dl;'al with the ro nm tt), 

as a w ole tlus senb<e of iniustice hn ers o to It ts tbs nsc of JU.:t t d n1t><J t at 

has giwr nAe to the acefu l protest of Eddie an V1ctur Ca.rvef) J. ~t>~ •i " uk, tht' 0rmt'r 

locatio of fncvdJe. 

Fdd1\' and Vict0r are fr tmt'r rt:~1d~nts ,)f \.tn- lll \\ t,(\•~ l,-u11 lj w :, forcetJ t, n•J 

after their fa he "Pa Car •:ry the la~t rt·">• l~1 f ,\tri< 'v tll , as f reed t "< I 

compe <-.anon oth r c,f the city In >rotest of tht' ll•j' , trt'dtnlt'1 t ,f "LOmmurut trn v l 

d tht ma<l1; ucl,~)' of tht:> cv111~1hJti,,n ul tht ntt ... ~d tl' t , I;' th1. loss o their c1.mmrnni 

Eddie and 11("t0 r tn th~ summer of 1994 St- t t..p .1.1 ,n ,.. , " "" i"'.u o s1 .,, ""~wr~ th u 

house oncf' sa lhl'y •~iwed to sta. 111 the elf un ,I th c-1t} avt"t--. ll) <l equate,. c, 1 1 t 1 ,ak 

the fonn••r res1du1th u( tn .. -v11le >rat thE' v,•ry lea t -;et f' ru1 n uiry mto 1,e Ut' , t'J-., 1 • , · l)' 

Afnt llt• \-\-1•· f\t>~h.•c:1.t>d hy ot) <.ifh .. ,ah fvr "o h•n <1J1d ·• h, ,t t '!Ventu~ h rdocat,·d It rs 

cl ar that the paw of th relc)\_ hon .in_; th ra v,t ~tt.>atmt>n of the comm ruty by t 1.' city 1s a 

woun ¼ luch h~~ yet tL heal 

In a ;tarm: t to theu detemmation an their lauv Eddi~ an·"' Victor rer,arned m the 

park .., e a h1tt~rly t•)ld \-\1nter Re 1.1.in that th br the w re ser" us n th1;1r protest e ty 

deoded to act Agam f ,mng the em arra:,smt>nt ~f t11t" 1ss1 e 0' Afncvill , t e at} deeded to 
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