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to the Halifax District Office of the Department of 
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Shelburne. In the grou~ study, primary data were 
obtained from the ,case rec.ords or these juven11 
delinquents. Secondary data were obtained from 
1nterv1ews w1 th p;rofessional p.ersons 1n the community 
and li t erature 1n the fields of social wo:rk, psychiatry 
--.d psychology \las used as background material. 

The subject or th!.s thesis 1s delinquent boy 
vho were under the age of twelve at the time of the 
opening or the case~ The researcher made a detailed 

tudy of the family background, the emotional an, 
enta.l status and the school expe~ience of these titty

seven boys. Many of the child.ren studied were victims 
or broken and unstable homes resu.lting in emotional 
deprivation of tbe child. School achievement of a 
number of these children was below average. Jn $om!::; , 
but not all cases this could be attributed to low 
intelligence., 

the wx-iter concluded that there was a pressing 
community need !or improved services for helping 
children with special needs, espeeially the emotionally 
disturbed and t he mentally retarded. 
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CUAP'XER I 

IN1'ROD1JCTION 

Ch1ldf'en in the age gtgoup of six to twelve 

are first made la:rovn to the community by tbeil" entrance 

into the soheol curr1cu.J.lllll11 Various labels have been 

ttached to this period - •sehool•ase",1 the "gang age" 1 

the u1atency pei,1od" all pcinting to important eharaoter

istics or development .• 1 It is during thi s period that 

the child turns his back on adults and spends as much 

time as possible in the society or h1 s eonteniporar.ie~ .• 

:tt 1s at this particular stage of development that 

the ehild begins hie q11est tor an ind~pendent existence, 

nd in doing eo weighs heavily for suppel"t on the 

.recognition and acceptance be may :receive from h1.s peer 

group~ Whis social o~ganiaat1on is firmly ~stablished 

in ehildbood tradition,. involving games and chants that 

play a s1gn1£1csnt role in consolidating tbis small but 

important soe1ety. 

As th!s age 1s sign1f1oant tor ite strong 

affiliation w1tb 1t$ peer group, and is continuallf being 

ubjected to the influence ot aduJ.t standards, it 1s at 

1Josepb Stone and Joseph ChUl'cb, Chjldhood and 
Adolescence, (.New York, l\andom Rouse, Inc. 2 19;7) 1 p,. 202. 
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hie particular stag& that the c.bild may eXp.e:~iene 

ditt1culty over the valuet encou:ntered 1n bis peer 

ociety and those of his parents. the communication, 

handling and dtgrte or understanding that enet 1n th= 

home play a significant role 1~ the childts adjustltlent 

to , aud apprectation of society. · 1n the JJ1$ettng ot 

M• nee<.ls, e1tt,.er by group r.elationsh1p1 the intlu.ex:u:r 

ot tb~ home , o:r other formative eond1t1ona1 the 

personality ot Em individual is moulded. Although ~Oest 

ot the school•age child ' s aotiv1ttes are s!mply the 

e~travagant assertion of a new-found independence and 

group feeling, ·tbey sometimes procQed direc.tly in~o 

de·linquency ... 1 With a large propot"tion ot these indi Yid• 

uals the mieconduet is usually intimately reiated to 

other childhood difficulties in the emotional £1eld. 2 

In a g1eat percentage or tbe$e eh1ldren the 

method of treating these childhood difficulties lie 

within the framework of recognizing and lI!eeting the 

emotional, social and physieal needs( this theory Le 
substantiated by many who )lave carried on considerable 

,:,eseareb in the field or juifellile dellnquenc7. 

Many theories have been established over the 

year a concerning methods et dealing with the proble: 

01' 3uven1le delinquen.ey. It$ causes and means of 

llbj.d, 

2.Mary Buell Sayles , ,lI'be Ptoble.w ~P.1.-'"~ _u ... ,nuvlQ.tt 
( Nev YorkJ The Oonunonwealth Fund fubll · · · · - • · 3,. 



• 3. 

prevention bave been studied from almost every approach 

-'hat bears a reasonable relationship to the nature of 

-the problem., With the study of human beh&'Viom-, the 

underlying 1ndi vid:ual mot1 ves and the· effect of socio• 

economic forces upon behaviour, the attitude towards 

the juvenile offender ha.s changed o\ter the years. the 

1t11phas1s is now plaeed on p:revention1 and the treatment 

of the indiiridual ,in his ent.1-rety. This att! tude was. 

not al.ways prevalent. • 

In 1816 when the population of London w~s under 
a m1llien and halt there were i». Lon.den pi-1sons 
about th:ree thousand imnates under twenty yeax-s <Jf 
age; half of thoae were under seventeen and some 
wel'e nine or. ten and one thousand of these eh1ldr-en 
were eonvieted of felony .. , 

ccording to Mr, Lionel. Fo~ many ot th~>-se on, 

thousand children would without a doubt be hange.d -0~ 

transported .. 2 

The · system of dealing with the offender in those 

days was purely pun1t1ve and any erto-rt made 1n the 

direction of J."eh&bilitat1on \fas at a minimuin. It 1~ 

quite ev1.dent that much progress in dealing with the 

3uven1le offender has 'been made in the past one hund!"ed 

and fifty years, Much more is known today about the 

oauses and t,reatm.ent or the juvenile cle.llnquent than 

ven f1tty years ago,"' However, cUl'·rent writers stat· 

lo,. L1". Peakes> Jhe· Ju"O;enile Offend.ef• (Londii>nt 
Christopher J,ohnson Publishers Ltd11·, 195.'.3),. P• 1.-. 

.,;;,;......:::;;;::g.:.;:.:;.;::...,:;..;::;..:.::.;;::;,:;::-..~;;;...;;;:.:.;~~~ ... s:.,;:;t .. em_· , {Lonaont 
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that tbeJte is a eon.s1derable lag between theory and 

what is actually practiced within the jurisdiction of 

-professional people in the tield 0:f juvenile del1nquencf'II 

lt wae with th.1 thoughts and cons:ld.eration, 

1.n mind that tbe second rear students at the Maritim

Scbool of aoc1$l Work undel"took a study of Juveml 

delinquency in the Bali.fa~ area. 

th, student researchers bave undel"taken thi 

tudy ct juvenile g.eJ.1nqueney 1n the Halital')t area 1n 

Ol'der to e:irplore the nature and intensity of the pl'obl 

as it ensts• ·and tbe acht.evements of present del.1nquencr 

serv.to~-,. 

By and large! •exam..tnation of e,t11\.tng reeearcb1~~ 
1n juvenile del '. nqueJicy discloses a tendency to 
over•empbasize a p.artloular- explanation. Proponents. 
of various theories of causati,on st11l too often 
i,npist that the truth ts to be found only :t.n thelJ' 
ow special field~ of study and tba.tt e%~bypothes1, 
eseatches mad~ by those working in other d1.sc:tpl.i.n1 

ean contribute Utt1e to the undirstand1ng and 
-anagement of the. crime problem• 

the purpose of the x-eseat-cher$ .in carrying out 

th1$ proj,ect is not te neglect other promising studies 

made in the field of juvenile delinquency in the Halifax 

area., 

The question ,of t,reattnent1 whether prevent! 

or otherwise, has not only been of utmcet concern to 

pretesslona.l people, but also to tl,le public 1n general.-2 

lsheldon and Eleanor GlueoJtt J?pl1n~uep_t § . &nr ~be 
;•;;--nr, (New Xorlu Ra~per and Bl"Othei-t11 19:2}, Pih- 2•3• 

26ne . 9&1rom,e lJ•Her§i).d (Jial1fu) Peb:rua.:r1 20, 
1961, ,.. ,,. 
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In an attempt to give a eb1ld what he neeis, every effort 

must be made to detemne these needs and a way t.o tul• 

l.'111 them. When these needs are not met the impact of 

disasti-ous resuits is felt in the commun!ty. 

the :researehers as a group have taken the 

hypothesis tha·t the plan fer the care and treatment of 

the juvenile offender should be based on the psyeho• 

soc1a.l evaluation of t he child rather than on the mis• 

demeane:r whieh 1s symptomatic of his problem.-

The researchers hope that by oarrying out this 

projeet they will in some way be contributing to better 

se~viees tor delinquent children 1n the Halifax. area. 

The group also teals this expl<nratory .study to be 

partieUla:rly sUitable at this time as there appears to 

be some lack of elarity about the ~ole and hnct1on o.f 

some treatment meas\ll"es in dealing with the delinquent. 

T"hts W1'1ter in p.art1cul&r hopes to demonstrate how 

social wo:rke:rs and soeial agencies can be more effective 

in their treatment of the male delinquent aged s,1x to 

twelve_. 

The wntei- believes that bis field work place• 

ment in a Children' s Aid Soe1ety dtll'ing his first year 

.t the Mari time Schoel of Sceial Workt and summer 

emple,ment with the Department of Publit Welfare hav 

bee.n most beneficial in -understanding the problem and 

aonsequently 1n the wrl ting or this thesis. The 

ourriculum at the Maritime School ot Social Work by 
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otff)11i11g eourses l.n hllltlan growth and behaviour assisted 

tbe wrt ter in unde~standing th\ ntal stat~ of tbe 

-ohild aged sb to twelve, end the needs and personality 

viations that enst. 

!rhe sample for the total study consists or on, 

htllldred and s,ventr•i1:x ma.le and fe11tale delinquents who 

have been found guilty ae defined Ullder the Ju.vwul.: 

Delinquent Act, and who have been known tQ the Halifu 

1>1str1et Ott.toe of the l)epartll)ent .of P'Ub11c Weltal"e a 

o·f March 31,. 1960. 

'he lllri ter llas se.leeted for bis pa.1't1cular, 

roeus in- tb.1s study the treatment Of the male delinqu~nt 

between the agei of six and twelve years. fbe young$St 

eh1.ld in the sample was found to be aged seven, however, 

t he researchet refers to the r-ange six to twel v. __ 

as owrent wrJ.tera recognize th1s age range as 

ign1ficant $tage in development and adjustment. 'Jh,.,. 

antple tol' . this thesis -will in"'lolve f1ft1• s.even male 

delinquent:;, •· 

Juvenile ~elinquent., tor the purpose ot this• 

research, mean.a any child who, wbile apparently or 

actually undel' the age ot sixteen yeai-s, has violated 

ny provision of the Criminal Code or ,of any Dorn1n1oa 

or provincial statute.1 

ll)omiru.on oteanada Statutes, T9.e, Juve~ 
pe;t.1nguent ,Acf • (11Ull. ,. Quebec I s.. ClouUer, Queen 
Pri.nter, 1929, e. 46, &.l. 
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The scope of tbJ.s ezploratory study will inelud, 

the emotional and mental etatus and t he psyeho"'social 

development of tb.1s sch0ol•age gl'oup of children, also 

the influence of t he home and t he ,g;roup on the child:. 

The wr1 tel' will revl&w the present aerv1oes 1n th. 

community, for the scbool• aged youth, sueb as foster 

llott1esi eh11d ea?>ing institutions a.nd eorrect1onal 

inst1tut1on->• 

~ ·or t he pUl'pose of this study a foster hom 

w.tll be defined a$ a substitute home reeommended. and 

-uperv1sed by the Department of Publ1c Welfare , or 

another reeognt.zed soe1al age»¢Yf for the pu,,..pose of 

providing a means of a healthy develop1nent for tb 

aeedy ebi.ld wnere this means 1.s laeking 1n his own b.Qllle. 

,he subJeet or th.is thesi,s Will be discussed 

from a social work point of v1ev, and the treatment w1ll 

be evaluated in the light or current psychological and 

-octal work theories,. The wi,iter has decided to omt t 

the soeio- sp1:r1 tual de.velopinent of the 1ndiv1.d,ual as 

here were 1nsuff1eient data pertaining to this matter. 

there are some limitations in a study of tb1-

nature,, First, the record,s trom which the data wer~· 

obtained were not written for reseal'cb purposes and in 

several ot them there was limited information pertaining 

to this s·ubject. An obvious l1m.1tat1on in this study 

xisted by the very fact.that t:reatrnent ~esoiaces ava11• 

able in the community we!l'e limited, and as a result the 
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social worker in some cases had no a1ternat1ve but to 

recommend e. plan which theoretically was not the treat• 

ment of choice,, but the beet available plan. 

Primary (lata toi, this study were obtained trom 

the case l'ecords or fift,V•Seven delinquents known to 

the .Halifax: D1str-1ct Gff1oe ot the Department et Public 

Welfare and the :Nova Scotia School for Boys at Shel.burn, 

When a dlreot reference 1s made to a spe¢1f1o case in 

this thesis, the child will be pJese.nted lUl<ler 

disgUised name. the boundary date tor co.llect1ng the 

data. fer the total res·ea;rch pro3eet was September 30, 

1960. A schedule prepated by the group of reseai,ch,rs 

was used as a guide 1n collecting the pr1ma:rr data. 

Secondai-1 data were or tvo k1'nd1J tirst1 

1ntormation obtained from comm\mJ.ty leaders, sehool 

teaebers, psyohiatr1st~nd other professional people 

in the conununi ty; seeo.ndly1 bibliographical uiaterial 

which was obtained from the reading 0£ various psychology 

and soeial work books and artioles. 'Pata from tbi 

so'tU'oe will be used as a theoretical basis in discussing 

tbe young offender. 

Xn presenting his findings regarding the treat.., 

ment of the male delinquent aged Silt t.o twelve tbe 

rese8l'eher will use both statistical ane case ana1ys1~. 

Su.ch attributes as age and raee can be l'ecor-ded eas1lf 

statis.tioally and will give a true pieture of ~e11taln 

<:haracteristics Qf this sample~ In this study ,as ·· 
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analysis will be used to demonstrate the delinquent ' s 

behaviour more effectively and the subsequent trea•• 

ment in :relation to his development. 

This thesis W'ill present a study of the hoae· 

as it relates to the ebild J. s social development and 

to the determination of Ms values,. fhis will b 

followed by a section on the mental and emotional 

status ot the cb.1ld, aged six and under twelve yea:rf::f, 

The seheo1 experience ot the ch1id and significant 

fa<rt0rs present upon plaeement in a corTectional 

institution 'Will be $"tud1ed. 

In concluding, the researcher will summar1z_ 

his .findings in regard to the needs and treatment ot 

the delinquent child• aged six and u.nde~ twelve rears,, 

Recommendations will be made as to how social woa-ker 

and social agencies may be more effeet1ve in their 

planning tor the ear.e and treatment of tbe Juvenil· 

Del.inquent. 
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'?BE FAMILY AND THE DELiliQOE 

fhe family may be defined as a gi-oup ot 
persons um.te4 by the ties of marir1age1 blood, 
or adopt1on1 constituting a single household; 
interacting and eomrnunieat1ng with each otbeJ" 
in the1f' respective role$ ot husband and \d.fe , 
mother and rather, son and daUghter1 brother 
and st ster; atui1 e~-ea ting and. ma1nta1ning 
commo.n o1llt'\U'e,,- · 

The familYt of all en~ro11mental influences, 

is considered to be the most sig:nificant in tn\lulding. 

the ohild ' e personalitV and character. It is th 

cbild•s first group experience and one en w'hiob b 

must totally depend for the sat1stact;lon ot bis basie 

human needs. 

• 

ih& family ' s abilltv or lack of ability .ln 

meeting tbe emotional and social ne$dS of the child 

depends to a g~eat ext$nt upon the unity and stability 

of the home. Jt is .generally aga,eed that the stabilltf 

ot the home 1s pe:rbaps the most important single factol' 

from the point ot view of \lbolesome family life. Fro: 

bis experiences within the family group a;rise a chili ' 

1nsecur1t1es, bis problellls of accepting the authority 

of parents and ether, whom he may eneounte1t 1n hi 

l:Erneat w. Bugess and Ral"vey J. Loo:ke1 _,,....,... 
'"'j ·Sffihb~d, (New York1 Ame:riean Book Qompany,1 19lt6>, p, a. 

• 10.,. 
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soclal develop~ent.1 

In this ehapter the :r~sea:rehe;r1 $ concern will 

-be w1 th t he family e;x:pewienee of the delinquent, !be 

ample was analysed to deteniine hew many children wei-e 

11 vtng in the1·r own home and bow many in substitute 

hoines at the time when they first became know to the 

PepaJttment of Public Welta:F~• 

fable l 1ndicates that of the f11'ty- sevea 

del1n,quents recorded, thirty•e!ght were in the.tr own 

home at the time of t he opening of ease. the four, 

who were in foster homes were not lle0essar11y wards of 

an..y private or Government Welfare Agfn1cy, as they may 

ha.ve been pl.aced 1n a foster home for a tem.po:,a:,y period 

only. However, 1t 1s assumed, that these ebildren ver 
under the supettVision of a private or public welfare 

ageney., Five of tbe children were in a eorreet1one.l 

institution at the time of tbe opening ot c.asEh: 'lbi·

particular group ot ehildr,en may have been placed on 

probation to the court and later committed to a eorreet-

1onal instttut.ion or directly eonimitteEl following the 

eoux-·t bearing. In e1 ther case they would not have b 

known to the Ral1fax D1striet Office ot the Department 

of Public Welfare pr.lo%' to this date. fhe above agency 

was notified vnen discharge of the delinquent was being 

conside:red and subsequently a bome 1nvest1gat1on n.eedea. 

lGlueck1· OB:,: ~c&,t•, P~t S9. 
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In the sample of fiftY•sevent twentr•~n• boys 

·e:re under the age ot ten yeal"S and thirty-six in th

-age range ten and under twe1.ve years, !he mos, 

eonoenvated age group was that of ten and under ele-ven 

years with a total number of t•eaty-one boy~. 

Many $tudies bave brought out that the home 

of delinquents ate more trequen~ly charaetenzed by 

some s'ta;u.ctl.ll'al ehange .1.n the tam111, than the hotnes 

of non-.delinquents_,. l ?he t4tab1l1 ty of the bome JJ.l&.J 'b 

broken or d1srupted by death, desertion, dlvore-e· or 

separatiGI>.•- Xt is lmpol"tant to note at thi.s point that 

the oJlild has probably sutte:red untold ernotiollal damag .... 

prior to the stru-0t~al change, by witnessing the con• 

tliet and d1$organ1zat.ion that was created by bi 

parental tigU.1'e"• 

fable a ina.S.cates the marital statue of the 

puents f>f tbe child.Jren in the suple at the timt) of 

the opening of the ease., the great.est nwnber of parentt1, 

a total. of 72.7'1,, were mattried. Nine parents W'ere 

separated,_ and one father was dece.asedt One was i-eeorded 

unde): the category of conunon•law~., Of the forty married. 

parents at the time ot the opening of the case, two had 

been divorced and. ;remas-T1ed1 and th.ere was one· s1tuat1on 

11the.re the father sep.arated from the family on se,t,e1tal 

oocaeions·, 8:1.Jt a~ldren we:re b·orn out ot wed.leek in 
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the total~ of forty. In the column und'8r aeparatlon, 

out of the nine chil@eh1 one was born out of wedlock. 

-It would s.eem relevant at tb1s point to explain the 

absenee of a divorce eolUJnn• Xn r-ev1ew of' the sampl, 

it was found that dese:rtton or separation were substit• 

u\es for di vo:rce. Three out o:f' rune separations wer, 

not considered legal, but were based en mutual agree• 

ment on the pa.rt of the pax-ent~ . ., 

It 1s difficult te show with p~ee1s1on the 

influence o! brQken bomes on the developing child or 

the responsibility this soe1al d1,erupt1on has t.oward 

tbe causation of delinquency or other forms or youtJ>. 

:failure.- The difficulty is inherent in the fact that 

di conditions influencing the life of a ehild are too 

complieat-ed to be .e,xp;ressed satis:ra.ctorilY 1n a. statist• 

ical m_anner,. .Howe\'1/er, there can be no doubt that th .. 

separation ot the parents ts tor many cbild-i•en a real 

social handicap~l 

the following case taken trom tb ,y 

serve to demonstrate the change in family structure and 

the advel"sa effect upQn the child ' s adju$tment to tbi 

new situation., 

Ross. Lane was charsed with theft at the age of 
il,even and comm! tted to the Nova SClot1a School for 

Boys at Shelburn. Boss was or illegitimate bi-rth.' 
His, mother late?' married and took Ross into the 
familY• t'be. btstorr stated that her husb@\ 

lsrneat R., Groves, _§,ocial Pro,b,11ms _ ot, __ the lam1;1,r, 
(Londont J. B.f Lippincott Ca-mpan1, 1927 ,! Ptt 16a, 
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deserted her and at the titne or opening of cas_ 
Mtts. Lane was living common•law with a tnan who 
had deserted bis own wi.te. Prior to Boss·• eb~rge 
ot theft he was a truant and continually running 
away f;rom home. 

!he eon.sequences of family desertion are sa1d 

to be llnfavourable eondi ti ons that work against th, 

welfare or the family group. the poverty that may bav 

preceeded the desertion or resulted from .it, inefficient 

housekeeping, intermittent schooling, or the unfavo:rabl

reputation of the family may make 1t impossible to 

'.:Jtilllate how much social harm c:omes to the children 

from the dese:t"tion dit-ectly and how much their oa.~eel' 

ls warped by other detritnental 1nfluences.1 

he case of Ira No:rwood 1s trpical of those 

homes disrupted by sep 1on. 

lra Norwood was charged with theft. of a 
bicycle and late:r committed to the Nova Scoti 
School tor Bors at the age of ten years. Hi 
parents were married in 1948 and the record sta 
that at the t1me of 11-a•s conunittment they wel'& 
eparated.: According to lra•s mother, bis rather 

was a heavr drinker and lrres.ponsible in relation 
to his family, When Ira was eight years old hi 
ratnei- deserted the family and he has not seen 
father sinoe. His mother supported him and h1 
brother and sister by working during the day. Sb 

said to be interested in the home but unabl 
t ,o discipline the boys or devote much time to th9~• 
Is-a was evaluated by a psyeholog1st as he was having 

oademie difficulty in school6 

In such a family, in sp1 te or the :rema1nin, 

pai,ent ' s efforts to compensate the loss suffe_~ed by th~ 

ch1ldren1 the family stability is at once stripped ot 

l11'.b1d. t P•· 163• · 
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1ts noa'mal atmo®here, and continues to function as a 

broken ins.trument, W1 th the rather missing, the child• 

--ren are exeess1vely under the influence of the mother 

and consequeutly lack the comradesh1p and inetght of 

the tathe.r which 1s so important in this developmental 

period. 

In the cases involving separation it wa.$ quite 

common to find the mother working outside the hom~, 

a ~esuJ.t other absence a considerable part of the ch1141 . 

11te1 if supervised at all:; 1s under the influence ot 

someone other than the mother. qu1te· frequently th-

orking mothe:r will place the respons1bill ty en older 

ch11<1,:-en fo:r the ca.re ot those younger-. and this 1n 

1tself is said to conetitut,e an abnormal relat1onsb1p 

between siblings. the reaction o,r the younge.r children 

tovards the d1&eip11ne inflicted by th$ ol4e;r brother. 

an~ siste;rs might be more an'bagnostie than it the 

restr1otions were placed upon them by oae parent. This 

particular situation may be the original .sout"ee of 

hostility to authority vh1eh later may push the youth 
t .raight 1nto some klnd of delinquency, 1 

Another factor that may be detrimental to the 

stability ot the tantily and subsequently to the develop• 

ment of the child 1s the mobility of the famllfi TablG 3 

indicate$ the mobility, of forty married parents betor 

1"'b+4·~t P-, 165> 
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-the opening ot tbe C'aie, 

the moves shown in table 3 ranged geograph1oaU1 

Within the same neighborhood to the extremities of the 

province of Nova Scotia~ ?he largest group consist 

of nine families with two lllOves, and eight f'amilles w1t 

on:a move. 8n ,. lY made five moves be,for e the open• 

ing of the onse. 

he stability of the family ma1 also be attected 

by the ,ex1etance of adverse economic oond1t1ons in 'the 

home. When such condi t1ons enst, fem111es aJ•.e aub.jected 

to pl"'~ssu~e and .fwstrations that may ereate tension 

and anxiety between husband and wite as well as betw~en 

parents and children, In this oase the pa~ents ar 

unable, not only to provide for adequate material 

neoassities, but also fail 111 providing a sound and 

bealth1 atmosphere for the g~owth and develepment ot 

their ehill.\ren.. 

It was difficult to obtain the economic &tatus 

ot tbe families because very few eases had tbe weekly 

o:r yearl1 income r ecorded. Boweve:r, in the inaJoritt 

cf cases the oeeupatlon of the :father was reeerded. 

:ln orde·r to determine the ave:rage lneorne for the various 

t>oeupations the national income rates were obtained 

from the local labor coune11. 1 file average l'leurlf rate 

loe:rald Hickey ""the FSlll1ly and the Delinquent" 
(unpublls~ed Master•s thesis, Ma~!time School of Social 
Work, 1961) . 



fABLB 3 

.ION OF 1+Q. FAMILIES OF DELINQ' 
ACCOlU>ING TO NlJMBJm OF MOVES 

1 'f\0, Ol'ENIBO OF CASE 

ber O! MOVGS Numbe1 of Fami.11 

0 a 
l 8 

2: 9 

3 6 
. a ,. l 

ot Reeorde4 6 

fOTAL lto 

19 
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for a skilled tradesman wa~ $l,.73, sem1.-sk1l1ed trades• 

man 11.30 and unskilled t1 • .3S, 1 

Table 4 illustrates tbe o~cupations ct the 

fathers in the forty- tam1Ues in which the parents wet". 

married. Occupations er three husban4s were not 

:recorded. From this table it would appear that twenty• 

four ot t he husbands ( O·Jl approJJ:i.ma telsy 6~) were making 

an adequate i ncome. This category includes those who 

e.re eitecut1 • illed tradesmen, semi -skilled trade$• 

men and those $erv1ng in the amed se"1 ces,. two men 

were claasi!i e,xecut1ve, as both were administrato,rs, 

in investment companies¥ 

Of the four men that we:re in the Armed serv1oeii, 

two were .Chief' Petty Offio.ers in the Na<vy and two wer

sergea:nts. In the ease involving one or tbe Chief Petty 
Officers, a second income by running a boal"ding houa 

was also ~e0ordeu. 

Eight husbands vel'e olass1i"1ed as skilled 

tradesmen-,: this included three eleotrieians, oae 

achill1st1 one eng1neax- on a boat, and tW'O husbands we1t-e 

reeordecl as :.fore.men in their pa'rt1oula.r job, 8.lld one 

was invol'ved in the manufacturing of some art.tole that 

was not r-ec,ord_ 

In ej.ght cases, tb.e t'athei, was employed as a 

l1nteJl'v.tew '\ft.th J. K. Bellt Treasurer, llalitq
»artmouth D1sir1et Labor Coun.etl, Mareh 22, 1961. 



ABLE lf. 

1'ISIBIBUTIOB, QP 4o OASES &CCOBDING TO 
iHE OCCUPAi'IOll OF TBE FAtHE: 

i OF 0PENlNG OF CASE 

OQCUPAIIO 

Executiv 

AJ'med Service 

Skille; 

Unsldl1e 

Sem1 .. sk1Ued 

Unenipleyed 

Not leoorded 

TOtAL 

WOfAL 

2 

4 

8' 

10 

8 

' 
3 

i.o 

•'1lti includes Bus., truek and !fan i~!'ttel's, 
. also eheokers with the 'C.,N.a. and other 
comp,ani es. 

• 21 -
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1-~killed tradestna.n., Six men were recorded. as. 

labore~s, one a night•vatchman, another was sa1d to work 

with a travelling circu~h One hu.sband was rec,orded as 

being irresponsible a.n4 did not provide properly for 

his family,. In tbls particular gro:u.p t two mothers 

wel"e working outs-1de the hom~• 

In general there 1s not evidence of economi,c 

insecuri.ty on the pa,:t or most of these f'am:l.l1es, and 

1t would appear that their 1ncome was adequate. How-
ver, for an accurat~ assessment of the stability of the 

home 1n ~egard to income, othel' factors besides rate 

of 1.ncome would have to be conside:red. It 1s quite 

evident that the siza of the tamil.Yt the. enstanee of 

financial debt, chro~c alcohoJ;.1sm, pooi- management 

and the steadiness of tbe income would mod1ty eonsid.-

.rably the actual adequaey of the income and thus th -

stability Of the family. '" 

Five ot the men 111 this group illustrated by 

fable 4 vere unemployed. One m&n was receiving a small 

v-eteran•s penston which coml)l'ised Ms total income. 

One husband was on old age assistance, and his wif'e 

was forced to wo.rk outs1d·e the home. ho of the men 

who were \Ulemployed were receiving social assistance 

and OJie -Whose source or inc was not recorded., 

lt 1s quite evident that the above familie, 

have experienced economic 1ns.ecur1ty, and in some ease 

ovei- a relatively long period of time . Tb1s ins.e~ul".i tr 
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in itself has a g-reat effect on the stability or the 

t'am1ly4 

ble 2 ,ind.1 oate,d that nine parents were 

,,epa,rated., and in all nine ca$e$ the fathers vere abs.ent~1 

Of th1 s group,, tour women were working to support the 

fatnilf• one mother wa.s receiving so~ial assistance and 

fo\U." were not recoi-ded-. One woman was a floor walker 

1n a textile mill• ho women wel'e waitresses in 

restaurants, and another woman was wol'kins in 

oant,een at .a naval base. 

fhe exact amount of income was not noted in an, 

of these cases, but in three cases the ineome was a 

Jllinimt1m for subsistence, ~be 1nsecwity that resulted 

f:om an inadequate income, couple-a with the mother• 

being away from home during the day lmpesed an ad~erse 

family atmosphere upon the children involved. 

'fhe history of many of the juvenile f;)ffendei-s 

Within the sample gi-o-up lndieate an adv·erse paren.tal 

influenee. the unstable home usually results ln a 

failure in mee.ting the emotional needs er tbe chtld.,en 

involved_. 

Ned Wilson was eleven rears old when he was 
chal'ged befoi-e magistrates court on a prope~ty 
damage offence. Ned vas born as a :result of a 
common•law union whi1e the legal husband ot h.1 
mother va.s sei-ving a term .in .the p.enitentar-t. 
His mother later married Ned ' s natural father 

tte.,- obtaining a dive1-ee from her husband. 

l~Ulll'i•' P·• 14. 
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vi st t to the h9-me by a social worker indl eated 
that there was ·a difference of opitlion between 
parents over handling the children. !he summa~y 
of the psychologist's report stated that Ned 
needed acceptance, affeQtiou,. · recognition a.nd a 
consistant type of discipline. 

In the history of man.y ·of these young offenders 

it is evident that u.pon the separation or divorce of 

a family the child usually remians with the mother o~ 

in some oases is placed wltb J-elatives, The :P$le that 

is normally played by the fathef either goes. unperto:,me 

or is assmed by a.nothez person, usua~ly in a eommon•law 

Wlion., In this union, or 1n the case of a :re-marriag,:;, 

the ch1ld •s adjustment to his new authortian .figure• 

is most dtftioult4 

It 1& not at all supris1ng that we f1nd ehild• 
i-en who have lost their mothers or fathers and 
whu have not been given satisfaetory home life by 
the re•.mur1age et tbelr ;remai_ning parent; so 
often drift towards some sort of delinquenci.1 

It was found in reviewing the sample, that where 

there w.as a substitute parent as indicated abQve, the 

parent-ohild relationship was one characterized by 

rejection or lack .of cencern on the part of the new 

parent• while the mother tended to be ove:rprotectivv, 

Tbe development and growth of the child was thu-s 
. 

unbalanced by these two p·reva111ng factors. In the 

sample only two steJl--tathers and one eomm.011--law father 

were recorded.. BeJeotion was evident in all three casee . 

It 1s within the framework of the .family that 

1oroves, opt _ ,cu-. 1 P• 164. 
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tha child acquires bis basli.c pattern of behaviour, 

'hioh is 1ndicat1 ve of bis own sense of value and ids 

1,onsideration for others within bis group. It has been 

supported by el'perts in the f1el4 ot buman behaviour 

that a pe~son''s organized ways of behaviour,. are acquired 

through contacts llith others who give him definitions 

of the we.y he is e:i.pected to behave, and that these 

habitual \fays of behaviour are a rei"le~tio.n of the 
l eult~al s1tuat1on in wh1cll he Uv-es. 

ihe f'ollow1ng case h1 story illustrates th·e 

ffeot of pa~ental influence on tne sense of values of 

theae delinquents. This case and the one following 

were selected because they demonstrate not only- the 

influe~ee of t he frun1lY, but tbe di.f'fiaulty involved 

1n rehabilitation due to the hardened attitude of the 

parents. 

yer Ramsey was ten fears old when bi-ought 
betore the juvenile court and charged with 
vandalism., The record indioated that h1s family 
was referl!"ed to tbe Family Service Bureau. After 
one 1nten1eW' tt ·was found that the eouple•s. 
attitudes we:te so hardened and bo'th so unwilling 
to eha.nge in any way and as a result the agency 
<iee1ded that they could 'not benefit from turther 
se~v1ces,. 

fhe po-er &f the family to mould character 

eom(s from having .Lntitnate releticnship with the oh114 
. 

fl"Om a very early ag-e, an age at vhteh the 1nf'luenee 

ot the family 1s predominant., It is the 1nflu.en:e Qf 

laurgess and Locket oR, .,cit•, p_. 213. 
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the family that gives the oh1ld bis first s-ocial 

pe-rience. '?he family continues tbis pP0cess of 

socialization for a. relatively long duration, and as 

a result the motives or r.:tgbt and wrong1 the t1rst 

·""cial patterns of behaviour, are embedded in the 
. 1 

1nd1 Vi dust. 

Denni a MacDonald, a nine year old delinquent 
was charged with break•ent:ry before juveni.1° 
coUl't• He was seen by the psychologist and 
described as aggressive and impulsive. He showed 
little conscience to1-mation and little guJ.lt. He 
was very slick, worldly wise and able to give 
plausible quick answe,rs. to e,cplain bis behaviour. 
Therapy would not help because or his attitude, 
als() because of his mothe.r• s feelings. Both 
parents felt that he was influenced by a.n older 
boy and was no,t to blame for h1 s actions. 

s 'Suggested ln the eases involving Myer Ramsey 

and Dennis MacDonald, most patterns or behaviour ar ~ 

uneonsolously instilled in the delinquent :tn his day-.. 

by--.day communications with members of his own family. 

!his pattern or be'haviom- is almest certain to be . 

xpressed in social encounters out.$1d& th! home as 1_ 

evident by the tact t'hat they 'appe.ar before the ooUl"t. 

these children. by observing, 1mitating and absorbing 

the atti tu.des of their parents into their own personality 

become delinquent. 

In the t~eat1nent and rehabilitation of the 

delinquent it J. ,s important to consider the attitude 

of the pal'ents towards the child and h1 s delinquency 

1Grove,s 1 PP• . ct t. , P• 2l0,. 
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and consequently their influence.- From the researcher's 

sample of £1fty--.seven male de11nquents, .forty-eight case 

ve11e u.sed in const:rueting Table; 1n pl."esenting the 

attitude of parents or parental figure, towards. the$~ 

delinquent children. Fo'UJr sets of er1teria we-re tised 

1n tebltlating tbe data. 1 

'!able 5 reveals those groups ot parents or 

parental figures displaying ttpo$itive• attitudes 

tewa3'ds tbe delinquent child oompr1$e 39•7'/J of th:1s 

sample• Those show1ng "neutral" attitudes amounted to 

21~6j. Parents who gave evidence ot "negative" att1tud 

towards· their ehild:ren were 22.8~, while 1,,.9' of the 

pa:rents • attitudes were not :reeor4ed., · 

on examination of the erit,e:ria tor thos 

pa:rents under the column "neutral0 and "negative" 1 t 

is ev1den·t that parents of both ot theee columns 41s_play 

att1t'1de$ which do not allow for healt.hy development 

of tbe ehild ' s ;personality. An example ot such an 

attitude rnay he ~e3eet1on or lack of concern~ 

these two g»oups total 1+4-, 2% ot this sample~ 

Of' the thirty-three rather, reeoJtded, 69. 61' tall under 

the categories .of •neu-&.ral" and. nnegat1ve" and ot the 

to;rly•one mothe:rs · recoTded,; 39~" ¢QmJ)l'1se these tw-o 

categories~ fb1s hi@h pereentage of fathers llecome 

tgn1t1eant when one 4onsidea,s tbe predominantly parental 

lsee Appendi2: e., 
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1nfluenee on 1'he child aged s1x and un,der tw-alve years, 

and the necessity for a child to know that he ts loved 

and wanted. 

lt 1s only fair when studying family problem, 
to recogn1~e that they are caused by tau.l t.s tbat 
inoi--e essentially belong to personal! t1es than to 
the family as an institution; even if we had no 
family we $hould still contend Yith these common 
problems that ar-e cha~ged against bad family 
training, mercely because ehild:ren in the1r r1~st 
contact with adults• what-eve:r the t'orm of the 
associat1on1 are liable to be moulded by the 
unfortunate impressions wbioh come from human 
·eakness as well as to receive the mo:re favorable 
~iJnuJ.ations that coie out of the attitudes of 

wholesome charaete:r. · 

he family is a social institution Wh1eh has 

developed to satisfy human need, It--this J.nsti tution. 

1s to function pr,operlt tor this purpose t.here must b = 

affeetionate associ:a.t1on between the child and the 

pai-ent. 2 In some of the eases in the sample th.ls 

- .trection wa'$ absent and was clearly detnonstrated in 

the attitude of the parents •. 

Stanley Elliott was charged with theft at the 
age . ofi nine and plaeed on probation• H1s h1stor1 
1nd1cated that he )las a -very llllhappy b&y, and also 
that be :ran awe.y .trom home quite f'r$quentl.y. At 
one particular time, he Yaa, mi ssint from his ho 
tor torty ... eight. hours and f'inally appz,ehended b,Y 
th& pol1ce.- At the time o.f opening of case he was 
in grade two 1n eehool atte~ repeat1.ng ~everal 
times, and was eontinually involved 1n truan. cY:t 
theft and running away rror.u hQIQ.e,. Mrs. Elliott 
vas mar;led. for the second time-• and Staru.et va.,. 
the soia of her last marriage. Mrs., Elliott ' s 
_ether was living in with tbe family.. Stanley• a 

lorovea, o:e1 aj.~. 1 P-• 185~ 
2 - . . . . · f'ir.,t. • . IP•P.+1 Pt c:;;~~ .. 
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fe.thel.' .dramk a great deal, and was dJJinking on 
several occasions when tbe social worker 111ade a 
"Visit. While Stanley w.as on probatlont th 
probat1Gn off'ieer had to look for him t~oughout 
the Q,ity as be was cout1nually rumung away. 
Mr. Elllottat times refused to look for the boy 

nd the probation. otfioe:r had to go alone. M:r, 
Elllott •s 1nte:rests were said to be at the snooker 
table and exp"tess.ed little concern f~r the welfar 
of' his family, 

Another ease similar to Stanl.et•s is that of 

Douglas Kane. Unfortunately there was 'Vft~Y 11 trtl& 

:recorded regarding the family bac:kground .• 

Douglas Kane was charged with theft along with 
three other bof.s, He was t~n rear• old at the ti.Jne 
~nd that was his first otfenee-. The:re was evidence 
ot rejec.t1on in both the parente.• a-t,titudes. Bi 
rather was unconcerned about De-uglas t development 
and his motheJ."1 $ ettitude can be .expressed in her 
own word.a., •he should 'be taken avay and put in• 
home"-. 

!the attltude ot both the pa.,nn.ts of Stanley 

E11-iott and Douglas Kane iran:ge fi-om that of lack of 

conceJtn to outwa.rd rejection, In -ei :ther ease the 

tmospher-e for 4ealth1 child development 1s either 

distorted or &b$e.nt. 

Another on.$ of tbe baei c factors that may 

determine a cb1ld1 $ success or failure in his social 

adjustment is the dlso1pl1nary handling by the pare.nt«h 

l'eflection or a whole.some oi,, unwholesome parent--child 

relation 1-a furnished by tbe d1se1plinar-y a.ttJ.tudes and 

practices ct mothers an4 fatbers.i 

Ille authot':'1 ty that is handed to parents is, said 

101ueck, .PP , • • c~1t-tt , P~ 65. 
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to be a ttes:ponsibllity rathel' than a privilege, and is 

to be used as a means of wholesome growth for the child 

and not as a method by which power•lov,1ng parents 

obta1n their much ctes1red social lU\U"f of rule.1 

Table 6 indicates ,that in the homes where the 

mother and the father were living together, only on, 

mother was sever-e in ber b.andl1ng, out of a total ot 

fourteen that were x-eeoyded. S1s mothers wel"e m.cderate 

and seven were lax-. Of th$ seventeen father$ that ware 

recorded, nine were severe or over•,&trictt while two 

were moderate and six we,re la,:* Ill review of this 

particular portton of the s8lllple the most common 

1'1nd1ngs t-•ecoraed were that the !atbe:tts genera1ly wei--e 

severe and the mothers lax. 'lhe .nine mothel's that wer ... 

living alone with the1l" children we:re recorded as six 

being lalt and three not peeorded-, Of the tour mottu:l1"$ 

11 ving common•-l~Wt one was 1noderat·e a.nd two lax. Tnre 

:ratbers were recorded as severe in their handling.. Out 

or a total of twenty fathers i-eeorded, nine were sever~. 

Of the twenty..thttee mothers reee>T4ed1 fifteen were 

considered lax. 

D:1s-o1pllne constitutes th 

ind1vidU811s helped to make th" 

.eans whell'ebf the 

ost of 11fe and aohiev 

the degree ,of maturity appropriate to age and level of · 

1 . . . . . .. 
Groves, PPt ,ci .. t.,, Ih 209 •. 
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develapment.1 

t.l!he tollowtng case of Nicholas 'J:Odd represents 

the major-lty of paren.ta under the heading of 0 .severen 

in Table 6. 

Nichol.as Todd was eight rears old when he 
appeared in magistrates court tor striking a seven 
yeti~ old boy. · While on ;J,n:ob.atio.n several v1ai t 
wel'e made to Nieholas• home, and it was found from 
tu-s. Todd that he:r husband frequently stl'apped the 
ohildr~n, and never paid any attention to them 
"Unless it was to beat them. When ln1tially 1nfornu~4 
or bis sonts cha~ge M1t, T~dd expressed. no conee:,n, 

lt 1s quite evident in the above ease that an 

unhealthy relationship existed between father and son. 

When fea.i- 1n any torm is made the motive fer forcing 

upon the e.b1ld conduet wh1.eh he accepts merely beeau 

of superior force, the stwength of tbe child•$ person. 

al.ity is thx-eatened. 2 

'h·e appllcat1on of consistant and 3ust d1sQ1plin, 

1s important 1n tb.e social davelppme~t of the chJ.ld as 

he is able to grasp a ol~a.r c~9ept of r1gbt and wrong 

and the :reeultimg consequences ot non...-aoe13pted behaviour, 

Sueh discipline d1d not tin the following case~ 

Keffl'ieth Waddell was ten years old when h 
appea'i'ed in Juvenile eourt on a charge of tb·eft 
from a large department store., _the following 1 _ 
the summa:ry of the psyefU.atrist •s report. Kenneth 
was. said to have a severe con<tuet 4tsorder and man, 
ot his bebav1trur problems are p~ec1p1 tated by gross 
inconsistency in the handling at home. Kenneth 

1'thla Bernard Sa.1 ti fiew ftor!.g:•ofis, for the . fami1z, 
( Bew Yo~lu ?he MacMillan Company, 19 3 ~l t P• 690-. 

2oJ:-.oves, o,:p,, cit, t • 209,,. 

f¥~ Stude•h' Lit.Mr, ... "-... 

Saiat Mary's U ai,et-cltj 
I. - - · - -
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os·ten tQOk stolen articles out among bis play. 
ates a.ud admitted that be had stolen tbem. 

As 1nd1oated a\'.>ove, the ex1stance ot 1neons1s1:enoy 

between parents in disciplining a child may have serious 

conseq_uences in the development of the ehild • s perso.n..-. 

li ty and &ense or valu.~. 

Cons1stant and j~et discipline is important fop 

the development of an integrated personality, and this 

development 1$ impQ$Sible \Ille.re opposing dispos1 t1oni 

a:re being fostered by the parent$; to:r example,, barsh

n~ss Qn the part ot the father and weak 1nd:ulgenee on 

the pai-t of themother.1 Xhis type of discipline -wa 

typioal of tbe ineonslsteney that 

sample .. 

present. in the 

Unfortunate.11 very little is recorded regarding 
' ' 

the method of d1s¢1pl1ne used by the parents within the 

;ample group• out 1t ls evident in those the.\ were 

recorded under the ,oatagory "severe" pby.s1cal pun1$hment 

seemed to be predominant, 

ln review ot tbe sample 1t was indicated that 

the home environment was an e.xtremely influential 

factor in moulding the personal! ty of the delinquent.· 

It vas found that a b.1gh portion of the sample wer 

victims of unstable ftunilles or psye:holog.tcal1Y breken 

ho111es.~ 

lb.is instabi.lity in the home was pl"omoted by 

1seJ. t 1 91:?ei .-eiJ:• t P• 237 • 
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:lcess1ve mobility on tlle part of some families which 

made the ohild • s trtH!}.uent adjustment to school and 

society extremely d!fficUlt, Although the majority ot 

families were eons1dered. economically adequate the 

poor management and other malfunctioning that eldsted 

in the home lowe:rad th!.s adequacy to the point whe:,e 

the unit was unstable in tbat tbe needs of the children 

involved were not being met • 

1?his 1nstab1Uty was also ptometed by tl:L 

tact that many children were the viet1ms of th 

indif-te:rence or aett1al hostility of theil' parents .• 

This attitude <!O'Upl~d W1'h the adverse e~ample set 1n 

the home was ins~-uinentai in determining tbe child's 

ense of value,; and JD.oral judgement. 

eons1det-able p:roportion of the mothers ot 

the delinquents we:.e lax. while the fathers w~l"e 

generallS' more inclined to be cve1" st~iot. !rh 

iresuJ.t1ng factor wae gr,oss inoonsistency in the hom 

and a ve1ty distl.U-'bing atmosphere for heal thy development., 

.,......._ 
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tBE EMO!rlONAL ANl> MENTAL SUTUS OF THE CHILD 

the sohool age per.1od is a time of ve.et 

development. as it is dtU'1ng these yeat"s that the child 

becomes a membeY ·of society. thl.s deve-lopmental stage 

is ma·rked by the growth of .self•ass~ance and a .greater 

-egree of 1nqUS.s1t1venes~t whieh ts displayed by th , 

ebild •· s a cut ·gress1v-en.ess as he be.eOlllee morce 

1nvol'Q'ed with h1s environment. 

We must look t<:> th1& particular period for tn 
developmental beginnings cf juvenile de11nquen4y 
and ~d'Ul.t crime. Now that aggl"essJ;v·e war hae 
become ·a crime tbe psyob.olog,r of childhood anger 
takes on 1mpres~1"1& 1mpo:rt. All long ran_ 
polleies cU.l.tural and edueat1ona1, diirected 
towaJtdS tbe prevent1on or war tnus-o deal .tundament• 
ally •Ith the emotioll&l life of cllildren befor 
they reach the .a.tage or a.dolescenee,,1wb1eh bring 
f oi-th new for,ces f ot- good and evil-., , 

' 
A sf.gn1f1oant eharactel"1stic o.f the child ' s 

development 1n this stage is bis 1mttation of adults, 

and as a result assoe1at1on with constructive adult 

figures 1s 1mperat1 ve to his soelal growth. As the 

detailed, make.up of his personality depends Upon th 

interpersonal relationships wh1eb. he may experiene 

1n bis daily contacts, his growth is extremely dependent 

lA,rnsld Ge$ell and franoe$ L. IUg,. 1-Mr;ihi.l,q 
t~omt i'iv:e .po~ f8:I¼t ·(Bew Yo,lu Harpe~ & Bro$«•,, 19~), P•. 283 ... 

- 3-6 -
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on the kinds of contact and depth of contact which th, 

ch1ld can make w! th othe:r peo;ple. 1 

tn evaluating tl:ds part1cUla1' age group one 

must realize that eh:f.ld!'en may d1tfer in. tbeir mental 

eapaci t1es .as ther differ in physical development ... 

Some are more fo:rtunately en.dowed with greater mental 

oapabil1t1es1 as a re•sult the :rate or development and 

atin-!ty differs among ina.1~10.uals. Each child 1 

enclosed ?>Y his own personal l1m1tat1on.s and certain 

potent-1als for g:rowth and development. ·· In the treatment 

of the oh1ld these individual Um1.tat1ons and diffe,-. 

ences must be .given due weight as they repi-eeaent not 

only differences, but in some cases UQlllErt needs. It 

has been said by .many 1no have given seri0us consider ... 

ation to the needs ot dev&lop1ng children, that ,eaeh 

1ndiv1dual behaves in ways which bring him some tor~ 

of sat1sta:et1on of his basic needs-• If the ei:reum• 

tances of an ind1vtdual1 s Ute do not otfel!' oppoJ:"t'W11t1 

for noriri.al kind$ of sat1$fying behaviour, then he ma, 

elt sat1$faotien tn substitutes 0£ various kind;;,~ 

Often the $Ub.st1 tutlon 1s de~tous1 and ordlna:ril7 1 t 

is liot oonseiottsly reeognized by the individual himself 

for what i1.t ts. 2 

lI}?&f-• 

P• 187~• 
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.In this cllapt~ the researcher' s coneern w1l1 

be, with 3.n. analysis of the sample in order to demon• 

·Strate the psychologioal make .. up and development of 

tb:Ls pal"t1.cular age gi-oup . Table 7 indieat~s the age 

distri'bution o:f the sample ebildren • 

fABLE 1 

l>IS'?RI5U'lll01i OF SAMPLE ACCORDING TO AGE 
AT fIME OF OPENING OF CASE 

ge in 'iear

Unde:r 8 

S & unde1r 9 

9 & under lO 

10 & undeii 11 

11 & undf:ll' 12 

IO!AL 

!total 

1 

6 

11+ 

21 

lJ -'ll 

!fable 'l indicates tbat twenty. one childt-en WeJle 

unde&- te11 ,rears of age at the time of the opening ot 

ease. !he r.nost concentrated group 1s within the ag 

range ten and unde,- eleve_n years W1 th a total of twenty• 

one. 

!n te'V1&w of the .sample it wotlld be relevant 

at this peint to pres"litnt a -d1$t:ribution of the sampl 

aoco11ding to age at the t!nte ot the f1r$t of:fe.nce an4 

according to the type of offenee., 
.-wf 
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:table 8 ind1eates that out of tb.e t1.fty• seven 

m.ale delinquents there we.re seven boys who made the1~ 

t-irst co'tlrt appearanee be.foi,e the age of nine and 

fo~teen bo7e, unde_r the age ot' ten, ihue making a 

total of twenty.-one out of a total of fifty•seven who 

·ere first eha:rged 1n oourt 'While Uflde~ the age of ten. 

As is evident in !able· 81 th$ age rat1ge of ten and 

under eleven years is the most eoneentrated with a 

total ot tweiity- one. 

In regard to the type of ottences comm1tted 

the largest number ot ehildren, twenty- three,, wer, 

·charged with theft, eleven with vandalisin and t1ve w1th 

truanQf•• In rertev of the offences committed it ean 

be seen they are cenunon for this stage of development 

as a. great deal of hostility is e~pressed towards the 

.dult wo:rld by these aets. Although they may repre.sent 

delinquent aets , it does aot follow that pathology extats 

in every ease . However, in son1e children \tariou.s 

d1sttll'bances do exist which do a:ot necessarily represent. 

an abnomall·ty but probably an umnet need. This is 

borne out bf Table 10,.?· 

!he school child is sa!d to have reacheci a 

point in bis development whei"e he is aware of bis human 

aloneness in a vast, powerful and l argely unpi-ed1etabl 

P• 48. 
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·orl~.l The. eolls.tx-uction or his childhood culture 

ssist~ him in dealing w.1.th this. awa:re:oess, in that it 

is geared to bis Qwn level of' abil1 ty,. In meeting the 

·stre.ss that ha experiences the ebJ.14 &ay place g:rea, 

emphaBis on the absolutism or his peer group authority 

rathe:r tban par-ental authority. The child,, as a result, 

places importance on the social organization outside 

the hoxne- for the ful,flllJneat or some or his basic needs+ 

When a eh.114 is unable to function satisfactorily in 

this organization he may express himself in a behavioUJt 

that is sometimes teJ'Uled ' delinquent•·• Tb.ts behavieu 

in tu:rn makes the f{il'I!latic:n o-f relationships and th 

child• --nt to soele.ty ext~emely d.lffi~ult 

tasks. Thu followtng oases are 11luetrattva or this 

tn,e of situation,. 

Qo11n Bedmond was eleven years eld W'hen h 
fire.t became known to tbe Ha.li!ax D1str1ot Office 
Qf the Departtn.ent of Wal.rare. Pr1o.r to this he 
had been in continual contact wltb the pol.tee -. ro~ 
geneYal mischief • At sch0ol Cel1n fought during 
recess with bis schoo,lntates and his 1telatlensh1p 
with the teachers was eonside:re4 poo~. When the 
social werker made a 'V"i$i t to Colin t' s home, 1 t 
was found that bis father had beaten him seve~elr 
on. numerous oeeasions-,. but not foT the sake of · 
d1se1pllne- the psyeh1atr1st' s report showed 
that Colin bad ~xpressed aggressive reel1ngs 
towa,:-ds his tat.bet", and that this unhealthy 
relationship with bis rather was p:rojecte4 upen 
most male author! tie&1t:, 

In the second case once again the cb1ld*s lack 

or identification E>1" rel.at1onsb1p with a proper parental 

lohurch and Stone,t -PJb :P~Jl-.,, p.213 .. 
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figure ·· the s1.gntt'1cant fttctor in his inab.1Uty to 

form satisfactory sbe!al ~elation$h1ps., 

Aubrey Hamm was a nine yeaY e1d boy· 
charged with breaking into his teaeher•s hom 
and stealing a i-ttle, Aubre:y• s history in<lieated 
that he was unable to get along \fitb bis peer 
gl'O.Up and be :received gre:e.t . 301 ill th~eatenin_g to 
beat up boys younger than himself. !be pei-scnal 
hist.ory 1nd1c-ated that Aubrey vas born out o.f 

ti.leek and wnen hew-as one year old bis m.otber 
~rried-1 H1.4i mothe,:r was forty-one at the time 

and b1s step.father was eigbty.-one. His mother 
was t1ery penniss1ve with him and his step.father 
ignored Aubi-ey for the most pal"t. 

The outwa1>d acts of Celin Redm.Qnd and Aubr·ey

lamm may represent their l"eact1on. in dealing w1th their 

particular str$SS situation. It 1s tUite evident that 

the feelings of inseQuriiy existed in both these cases. 

It is generally agreed that the f'Undamental 

need in tha life of a developing child is to have th 

seeu.r1ty ot knowing and feeling that bis pa1:ents love 

him* One author la!ned this need by saying that 

genuine pat-ental atteotion in whole-seine mo.dera.tion may 

be rega;ded as necessas-1 tor adequate persona11tJ develop-. 

ment~1 fhe sam-e author eotnpared it to be as the 

equivalent, in relation to mental development, of 

vitamins for physical develop-ment and that the secur1\y 

wb1eh co: to the child t,i,om satisfying relationsb1ps 

w1th his parents 1s basie to general welfare~2 

lF~te11, pp. , c~t~, P~\ 167~~ 

2J)jd , 
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able 9 illustrates the type of relationship 

that existed between forty•eight parents or pa.rental 

figures and their children. tJntortunately nothing 

recorded regarding tbe relationship of the remaining 

parents o.:r parental figures and their children. Of 

the eighteen mothers tor who:m this infomnation wa., 

recorded, a good relationship was evident in ten 

cases, while in only four cases was it considered 

poor. Of the tw-enty~one fa.there recorded, a poor 

:relationship existed in twelve ·cases. In one case 

'h:ere the relationship between both parents and the 

child was considered poo7, the child was evaluated a 

conduct disorder, The same ela$Sitlcat1on was made 

or ·a boy who displayed an extreme hatred for b1 

father. In another case where the relationship with 

the father was pool" it was recorded that the child 

found a father substitute in a male teachex- which 

compensated for the negative relationship beiween 

father and son. In one case whe,..e the relat.1onsh1p 

poet with the mother, the child was evaluated 

having no guilt feeling regarding bis thefts . In 

nother case where both parents had a poor relationship 

with their son 1t was found that the family also was 

subject to extremely adverse economic conditions,.. In 

another case where the relationship was found to be 

good on the pa~t of both parents, the child was said 

to be a leadel9 in his peer group-, 
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Wb.e~e the child wa$ living alon1 th his 

motb.er, record stated that the relationship bad 

many confllct1ng elements and the child was evaluated 

as a bahavtour problem. 

In the c 0£ the one child reeorded 

coming tr-om a common law union tbe r:elationship with 

bis parents was ext ly poor. ~be child was evaluated 

as a behaviour problem and bis history indicated that 

he ¢ont1nually ,:-an away from honte., 

The development and growth of the child aged 

s1x to twelve is almost totally dependent on th1~ 

relationship between himself and his parents. !1:hl-. 

const;ruetive and sound relationship was either absent 

or distorted by one parent having a good relationship 

and the other having a poor one. 

he following case illustrates how one child 

suffered from the lack of affection that 1s so 

neee$sar. lopment •. 

tioyd Angus was nine years old when he appeared 
bef,o;re· the magistrate on a break•ent$r-tbeft charg11. 
As a result ot the hearing he was placed on a six 
.onth probation period to the Halifax District 

Ot'f1oe of the Department of PubUe Welfare. ThA 
family history 1nd1oated that his mother had an 
intelligence quotient of 65 and bad spent one year 
.t the Nova Scotia Training School. Rer history 
t the school stated t ·hat she was very .. difficult, 

proi'ane, violent and was constantlr being locked 
up in the eor~ectiona1 ~oom. Sbe later spent one 
y:ear in the Nova Scotia Hospital .. Tbis occ~red 
bef'ore her mai-r1age and Lloy-d•s b1t-th. Lloyd wa 

sses~ed by a psychologist and found to be cf 
average intelligence. He was also found too· 

ot1onally disturbed and it was felt that thei-apy 
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would be benefic1a11 and a referr$l was made to 
the Child Ou1danee clinic. The Clinic could find 
no disturbance factor w1 thin Lloyd'J s 1Dake•'\lp 
1t was felt that 1t was unnec~ssary for Lloyd to 
return for treatment. ?be d1seipllne· in the home 
;as ve11y lax end the handling of the child "8S 

considete.d extremely 1ncons1stenti His mother 
s said to be intel"ested in Lloyd, but due to 

he~ limited intelligence she was unable to cop 
with the bOf• The father was :recorded as being 
disintel'ested in the boy-. Lloyd was placed on 
probation in January, was committed to the Nov 
Soot1a School tor Boys in Api,11 of the same yeai-. 

It 1s eV-1d-ent in the above case that Lloyd. ' 

reactions to his particular fl'ustration prior to the 

court charge were not by fighting baek but by pititul 

attempts to be approved and noticed. The attitude of 

the parents towards the ebild was very indiffe;rent 

.d to Lloyd any form of mistreatment was better tlum 

being ignol"ed .. 

!able ; indicated that eight mothers and 

twelve fathers displayed a "negative" attitude towards 

the child 1nvolved. 1 Of these eight mothers, rour 

eases showed evidence of complete rejection, and or 
the twel11e fathers recorded, rejection was evident in 

eight instances .• 

Ch1ldre.n react to stress in various ways. So 

fee.l so overpowered by their particular frus t ration 

that they cope with the problem by withdrawing into a 

dl"erun world and :reee1ve grea-t satisfaetion trom their 

phere of fantasy. The following case was significant 

• 28. 

,, 
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in regard to this situation. 

Roger Nolan was an eleven year old boy who came 
from a large family. Be was charged with b~eak 

-·d enter with intent. During the interviews with 
the psychologist; ioger recited stories cente~ed 
around oon£11et with authoir1ty, He evidenlly felt 
that there was not enough affection within the 
family tor everyone. He solved this confliot by 
1mag1m.ng hiltlself to be someolle else•s son. Bis 
1inag1nary family eonsisted of a kind, thoughtful. 
father and an appreciative, affectionate mother 
and one sister.. tn this fantasied famil.Y every-
one got enough attention and aff'eet1on. Competition 
with brothers and sisters vas apparently a major 
problem for Roge~ • 

indicated in the above examples the anti~ 

.... oclal behaviour expressed by the delinquent was 

symptomatic of some inner emotional conflict or dee 

fJ'Ustrat1on that originated 1n early t needs or 

the unsatisfactory meeting or some basic need. It 

would seem relevant at this point to tabulate the 

re,sults of the assessment of those children who wel' 

evaluated by a psyc.biatrist as indicated in. Table 10. 

The reeord stated that the parents or one of 

the children ressed little or no gUilt, re unabl 

to establish any standards within the home, a.nd showed 

little interest in reeeiving assi.ste.nce from the staft 

t the Child Guida.nee Clinic. Another child w1 th tbe 

same elas.sification was predicted by the psych1atr1st 

to repeat his delinquent behaV'iour, as be was not 

considered a therapeut1e possibility due to the lack 

ot co-operation expr d by the parenta 

lt has been said that each delinquent follow 

. " 
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OSIS OF 11 OELINQUEBT CHILDREN WHO 
EVALUA,:ED BY A PSYCHIATRIST 

QLASSIFICATION TOTAL 

ormal 2 

Conduct Disorder >+ 

BehavioUl' Problem l 

Othe.rs 4 1 

TOTAL ll 

'One was recorded as being extremely 
1mpllls1ve and demanding.-- One was said to 
be agg~essive and disorganieed. ho were 
class1tied as having little Ol' ne guilt 
feelings regarding their offences-. 

l+8 
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his own road, but the moti~ation is similar 1n all 

cases and that is the search (conecious or unconscious) 

tor substitute satisfaction of umnet needs. 1 

An important factor that may retard or · completely 

distort the ebild.•s ability to associate or adjust to 

new experiences couJ.d be his own personal 11mitatiQn~• 

table 11 demonstrates the intelligence quotient of tb 

sample and their status as of March 31; 1960. 

. Before entering an analysts of the table it 

would be releva,nt at this point to present the l"espeetive 

e1assifications ot the various 1ntell1genee ranges. 2 

IQ RANGE 

,o • 69 

70 - 79 
80 • 89 

90 ... 99 

100 - · 120 

CLASSIFICATION 

:oderately retal/'ded 

Mildly retarded 

Low averag 
Average 

W.gb Averag 

In table ll only one child was recorded 

having an intelligence quotient below 69. Thel!te wer 

eleven children oe·tween 70 ... 7'J, making this the largest 

roup,, Whis. particular group is considered m1ldly 

, and their intelligence quotient ls too h1gb 

lanehar-\,,1, 
ew York; Henry Holt 

2Floyd l,i. 
Scott, Foresman 

:..:,:1.r----u-"..;.:: ::_----,, (Cb1cagot 



TA
BL

E 
11

 

D
IS

T
R

I.B
U

TI
O

N
 

O
F 

57
 M

A
LE

 
D

E
L

IN
Q

U
EN

TS
 

A
CC

O
R

D
IN

G
 

TO
 

IN
T

E
LL

IG
EN

C
E 

Q
U

O
TI

E
N

T 
AN

D
 S

TA
TU

S
 

AS
 

O
F 

M
AR

C
H

 
J
l,

 
1

9
6

0
 

IN
TE

LL
IG

EN
CE

 Q
UO

TI
EN

T 
PR

OB
AT

IO
N 

m
ST

IT
U

TI
O

B
 

A
FT

ER
-C

A
RE

 

U
n

d
e

r 
6

9
 

l 

70
 -

79
 

1 
7 

3 

80
 -

89
 

5 
2 

90
 -

99
 

1 
a 

10
0 

-
10

9 
l 

4 

11
0 

-
11

9 
l 

2 

1
2

0
 &

 o
v

er
 

l 

N
ot

 R
ec

on
ie

d 
1

3
 

1 
l 

TO
TA

L 
23

 
24

 
6 

-
so

 -

TO
TA

L 

1 ll
 

7 9 5 3 l 2D
 

57
 



• $1 .... 

to quallfy- for admission to the Nova Scotia Tra1n1ng 

School f o:r mentally defect1 ve children. This a.spect 

will be covered in more detail in Chapter IV. !her_ 

were seven oh1ldren bet-ween So • 89 t a low ave:rag 

group who could benefit fl"om s-p-ec1al training. Thi 

nine who were classified as average and the thr~e whose 

intelligence quotient was high average should fit into 

the intellectual. demands of a regular school progralll. 

r the twenty-three <:bild:ren on probation a 

or March 31, 1960l only tive had an intelligence assess

ment• leaving eighteen who were not :recorded, as contras.ted 

to those in institutions where only one of the twenty-

1ght children was not reeord~d. This contrast may b 

1xplained by ind.leatlng that the majority ·of the 

delinquents did not havt! an evaluation of 1ntelllgenc 

-til they were placed in a correctional 1nst1 tution., 

where a psychologist was a member of the staff or ma.d 

periodic vis1ts~ In most cases this evaluation is not 

performed while the delinquent is on probation, because 

t he present community r'8sources are unable to ac,complish 

this . 

en a ch1ld 1s slightly retarded in intellig~ 

ence one can expect that there will be retardation !n 

the development of his ability t o arr 
·veryday oompllcated adjustments. fhe child ' s retard~ 

limitations should be acknowledged so that 

a greater understanding of his behaviour can be obtained 



,2 -
and t .he appropriate treatment applied. !the tollowing 

case illustrates an absence o.f this understanding-. 

'1lfred Cooke was eleven years old when charged 
before .Juvenile eout on a theft oftence. His • 
parents were separated at time of opening of eas~, 
Wilt;red was 11.ving with his mother and tbr.ee sisters 
i n a small apartment. Bis mother was recorded as 
bein_g concerned but unable to meet the problem 
that arose~ Upon evaluation by a psychologist tt 
was found t hat Wilfred had an intelligence quotieni 
of 10. ~his was considered a measure of functi.oning 
level rath.e:r than capacity, as there was oons1deN.,ble 
emotional mal.adjustme.nt invol.ved. His aggressive , 
negative behaviour vas satd to have p~obably 
originated out of the home situation.. A fo&te~ 
home with well defined limits was recommended, 
that would gtve Wilfred a feeling of security and 
cceptanee which would make his def'en$1Ve behaviour 

unneces.sary. 

In the Qase of Wilfred Cooke it was quit 

evident that the understanding which was so necessary 

for his de\l'elopme:nt was absent. When tb1s understanding 

1s absent the child becomes frustl"ate d at being 'lUlabl 

to meet the requirements that are normal tor a boy his age., 

he following case also .illustrates the lack of 

understanding of the mental status of the child. 

Donald Fader was ten years eld when he appeared 
in Juvenile Court on a theft charge• Donald w 

id to have taken stolen articles to the school 
to show hi:; teach.er, and at the satne t1me admitting 
they were stol~n. Psycb1atr1e evaluation revealed 
that .Donald bad a seve;re conduct disoi,der and inany 
of bis behav1oUll d1ff1cult1es were precipitated by 
gross incons1stenoy in the han411ng at home. In 
ddition 1t was round t hat Donald had an 1ntell1g• 

ence quotient of 65,., He was .also said to ha 
Violent temper, and neither parent had any cont;rol 
over him during these tempei- tantrums. Both pa:rent
had .requested that Donald be placed at the Nova 
Scotia ~raining School, as he had become too great 
a problem at borne_. His school report also stated 
that he was a behaviour problem 1n school. WhilE 
on probation Donal<Vs -name was plac·ed on the waitin 
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list at the Nova Scotia Training School, but 
during this period he violated probation and as 

result was admitted to the Nova Scotia School 
for Boys. 

The researcher would like to explain at this 

point that the appearance of mental deficiency in the 

above cases is by no means the full origin of delinquency, 

nor is the,:e a c.lose association between mental retard• 

ation and delinquency.1 In a great percentage or the 

cases it was lack of understanding and handling on the 

part of the parent or parents which created the major· 

difficulty. The problem remains that it is the duty 

of soeial workers to see that the best possible use of 

community resources 1 de in the treatment of the 

mentally retarded delinquent, It is generally agreed 

that if the mentally retarde-d receive prope1' education 

nd vocational guidance , and if they are not subjected 

to improper enviromental influences., there is no reason 

to expect that they Will lead delinquent oareers. 2 

In the eases cited, from the writers particular 

research sample, it is evident tbat the problems in 

development, resulting in the child• s lack of abil.1 t¥ 

to relate and adJust was usually the reault of som 

unmet or UD.$at1sfac,tor1ly met need in the 1nd1v1dual• 

life. DiffieUlties related to the emotional and mental 

•t•atus of the delinquent const1tut ~sentially 

lt;roves and Blsnehard, a, 91~••· P• 6;. 
21J2!.g., P• 64. 
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probleJn of efficient parenthood. Parents who under--

. tand t he emotional and mental needs of their children 

are in a po$1tion to guarantee their young a well• 

rounded development.1 

In most cases within the sample tbe causativ 

factors which underlay the symptomatic delinquent 

behaviour were not revealed until the boy had 1:>een 

charged with an offence and then referred t0 a 

psychiatrist f ,or evaluation. lt is significant that 

of the f'ifty-.seven delinquent boys under the age of 

twelve., only Dine were evaluated psycbiatricaUy. 

In rev·1ew it can be seen that delinquent 

behaviour, social maladjustment, and the inability of 

the individual t ..,.ntain construf)t.1ve relatlonship 

are no less intimately related to the psychological 

influence of .his environment than to the :personal 

limit-ations or the ind1v1dual_. In many case 

eomb1na.tion of both er~ present. 

l Ib&!i,• , p • 127 • 



THE SCHOOL THE DELil'QUE 

'he school is that .t.nst1 tut1on through which 
ts transm1 tted to each gener.ation the wisdom et 
the ~ace and through which the 1nd1v1dual and 
oeiety re·ce1ve guidance in fontinuous effort 

for adjustment a.nd p~ogres$. 

'he school is one of the mo3t 1mPQrtant formal 

institutions, other ·tban the fMlily, that provides fo 

the growth and development ot ehildren. Its 1mportanc. 

is established by virtue of the fact that i .t not enly 

transmits skills and knowledge, but presents the chil 

with his flrst experience in social adjustment outsid 

of the home. ~he child is assisted in this social 

~,-justment or participation by the structure ot th 

chool itself.',, in tbat the school provides an atmosphere 

and an environment where this adjustment can be learn'-""• 

In shoJi>t the school is said to furnish the growing eb:1.ld 

with knowledge1 skill, and socialization patterns which 

not onfy support him in bis day to day act1v1t1es but 

with a view to future participation 111 adult 11te.2 

Because all the juvenile delinquents were of 

430 .. 

( 
~u•r·VQ~ WV',,,CQA t ;evwnwi™j:lt 

;; ... 
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chool age at the time of the opening of the case, the 

concern in this chapter will be with th 

~hool experience of the sample group and to the exten 

that the child.•& adjustment to sehool was a factor in 

ss1st1ng or retarding his social development. 

In an attempt to evaluate t he eh1lcl ' e progres 

and adjustment in this competitive setting it would be 

,ppropr1ate at this p-o1nt to note the acadeJllio stand1n 

of the sample at the time of opening of ca;;;~• 

,ble 12 shows the distribution or fUtr-seven 

delinquents according to age and grade attained at t1m 

of the ope.Ding of the case. In this table it is import 

ant to note that var1at.lon exists in the time that eaeh 

bey was first known to the Halifax Begional Office ot 

tbe Department of Public Welfare. For example 

delinquent may be fourteen years ot age as of Mareh 31; 

1960, but at the time of opening of ease he may have 

been ru.ne years of age, On the other band,. anothe-r bo. 

may have, been n1na years ot age at the time of opening 

of the case w.teb eou.ld have. occurred tn April or March 

of 1960. The relation between age and grade 1s usually 

regarded as a criterion for success or tailur·e of 

eh1ld in bis aeadem1e achieirenient,.., tbe child may meet 

the school expe:r1&nce with a feellag ot o-0nt1de.nce o.r 

infer1o:r1 ty,, In t .he case of the latter the resulting 

factors are 'Usually unbappin.ess and discontentment, which 

may be expree$ed 1n the form of delinquent behaviour,-
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From fable 12 it ls evident that t he ehild~en 

experiencing the most d1ff1e-ulty were those i n the ag 

group ten and under eleven years or age. Of the fifteen 

children having grades recoi-ded in this grqup, one was 

in an aux111ary tlass and seven aecording t o their 

chronological age had not aebleved what a ohild sholll 

accomplish at this p~rticular age • . Another noteworthy 

feature in this table is that out of .a .total. sample ot 

fiftf""seven . the~e were thirteen boys who did not hav 

their grades recorded• !his is s1gnificant wnen on1 

considers the importance of knowing the cli1id1 s cap

abilities and a history ot bis failures in Ol.'de:r to 

plan properly tovards rehabilitation. 

ihe factors. contributing to t he eh1 ld.' s lack 

ot progress in school niay be due either to l'll.s own 

personal limitations, ex~~:rnal inf'lues.ees or .tn many 

combination o! botb- Whatever the causativ 

the eh1ld usually experiences a cel'ta1n amount, of 

faat1on t hat may disrupt bis soc1a1 development. 

If the child finds the school a aatts~ying 

_xp·arience, -he ts likely to l?lak:e a good adJustment. 

On the other hand his adjustment will prot>a1:11y ·t,e poor, 

1.f his school experience proves to be unsucoessi'Ul and 

one '1n which he 1s -eXJ>el'1enoing a great deal of unhappin 

The Case of AubreyHam has been cited 1n Chaptet III1 to 

P• lt2 

-
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demonstrate family background. 

nbrey expressed his disUke for school and 
in.formed the soeial worker that he had no, des1r 
to return in the !all. Aubrey was nine years old 
1n, g;rade 011e and was making little or no progress 
in school._ Be was referred to the psycholog1s,t 
for asse:sment. His delinquent behaviour was 
centered around his ext:reine aggressiveness with 
bis peer group. Aubrey was found to hav, 
intelligence quotient of 74 @d subject to !neon• 
s1stent discipline at home., His family h1$tory 
indicated that he was born out of wedlock and that 
his mothe.:r was working outs1de the province. Both 
he and his mother returned to Nova Scotia wher 

he was employed as a housekeeper. She later 
married her employer who WllS ove:r eighty_. Au'&rey• 

tep~!nther was said to have completely 1gnored 
b1m and d.id 11 ttle 1n the line of d1 se1pl1ne. 

his c_ ows the possible etfect of l~eon• 

sistent d1scipllne and mental deficiency 1n school 

prog:r and social adjustment,. Tb1s case also sho 

lack ot llllderstanding on the part of parents -regard• 

ng Aubrey• s needs, and the laek of proper t:ra1n1ng on 

th rt of the school ch is evident by the fact 

that he was n1~e years old and only in grade one~ It 

1s difficult to ess the emotional damage and social 

f rustration that tbis child has eXl)er1enced 1n th 

,n 1n school. However,, 1 t 

1 

th 

v1dent that the str of be1ng unable to meet 

cad! 

eontribu 

c demands, inherent in the school cUt"riouj 

great deal of aggression which probably 

in ni.aking his behaviour delinquent. 

he following case is another exampl ire th-

chool ' 

eXPerienee. 

nt of the child proved to be an unhappy 

, 
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oman Canter was eleven years old at the- titn 
of opening of the case. Be bad repeated grade 

·o and three a.nd was considered by the staff to 
be a problem in class, When seen by a social 
worke:r Norman ·ex.presse.d his dislike for school, 
and also eXl)ressed the di:ff1culty he found in · 
being in .oompeti tion "1th bis brothe):"·s in school~ 
orman was f'ound to bave e.n intelligence quotient 

of 86 and his behaviour in class was contr1b-u.te 
to bf the fact tha.t he had learned few control 
at home due to inconsistent parental standards 
anci his low intelligence. ats parents telt that 
this w,as a stage that every -child goes through 
and that 1 t 1ms .just a matter of time betor 
orman adjusted to society. His mother was often 
.way !rom home because of work., If sbe was unabl 

to be hom~ tor d1nner she would prepare the meal 
the night before. Both parents blat1ted Norman• 
delinquent behaviour on outside influences._ 
orman was later as~essed as having a great deal 

of aggreseion and completely unable to baudle 
.SllY emotional or- env.1.roninental stress wi tb the 
resUlt that hia behav1o'tll' is frequently d1$o;rgan1zed. 

In the ·above case :the ~hild' s school experienc 

was most unsuecessful and was greatly promoted by the 

lack of unders~anding expressed by .his parents , and his 

own feeling$ or failure or not being abl e to compete 

with bis brothero. 

A factor that may determine a ebild•s attitud 

towards school ,and consequently b1s succe~e or fa11Ul"e 

is the attitude express~d by his pa:rents . 

The case ot Owen Dorey may be cited to 1llustrat 

the influence or parental attitude on the child of normal 

· intelligence , espee!ally around his progress and attitud. . 
towards learn1n~. 

1en•s adjustment to school was very uns-at1:.,
ctory. 'the start at the school found him V0'1!1 

1rresponsihlec with an attitude of insolence. H1 
was considered il.'azy and had to be pt-odded conetantly 
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,nt 

Owen' s parents, eapec-1ally his fat.her, had 

directly adverse influence on his adjustment to societ,. 

It was later reeommended that Owen be sent to the Nov. 

~cotia School for boys; where be would be subject to 

more controlled environment and th.at some attempt be 

made to improve his att1·tude towards society by a clo~'=' t 

eonstructi ve relationship w1 th an adult,. Owen• s parento+ 

beoause of their attitude,, were unable to make use of 

the resourees avrailable 1n hrelping ·Owen and as a result 

he had to be placed in a setting which was more conducive 
~ 

t .o the development of socialh.y aeeeptable behaviour. 

A child ' s disat1sfaction 1n school may pre.sen 

itGelt in the fom of penodic non•attendance or in th 
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or-e chron1 c ro r truancy child may be a t .ruant 

tor a number of reason2, such as, intellectual 

inferiority or emotional d1ff1cult1e .!ch result in 

a lack or interest or a general rese-ntment of routine 

ana J-estr1ct1on;,. 

:oss Lane was an example or a truant. H1 
academic standings were not recorded. At age 
eleven he was charged with truancy and placed 
on probation, one month later he was convieted 
on the sat!le charge for violation of probation 
and committed to the Nova Scotia School tor boys. 
Bis mother-, when questioned by the probation 
officer as to Ross ' absence from school• alwa7 
had an excuse regarding his truancy, 
result she gave little co•operation when asked 
to b&lp 1.n the treatment plans." His mother\ 
very over-.protective and his step•father showed 
n indifferent attitude. Ross' history show= 

that be vas born out of wedlock and at the ti 
of ()pening of case his mother was living collllllon 
law with another man other than Roas • natval 
father, Upon assessment at tho Child Guidanc4 
Clinic, Boss vas classified as a conduct disorder 
and in need of strong controls. 

__ ocial maladjustment or the child is often 

xpressed throughout his school career by acts of 

truancy; that is, by running :Y fr fficUlt or - - -

unpleasant social situations and obligations, or toward 

ore absorbing activities,. These act1vit1 r-e usually 

directed towarda. a less controlled environment such 

hanging around street corners, vacant lo-ts and poo1rooms. 1 

The case of Reginald Doyle ls an 

,ruant. 

,ple of anothe 

At the age of eight years Reginald was charged 
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In the i-e. ple of n:rty-seven 

delinquents under' the age of twelve, truancy was tb. 

first legal offence in five cases~ A total of twenty• 

however, bad played truant at one time or another 

during their ti.me at school. 

In most eases truancy is a symbol of so 

unsatisfactory eXJ)er1enoe or emotional confliet that 

the child finds d1ff'ieult to solve. Only when truancy 

is seen in this perspeetive can effective treatment 

plans be eonsti-ueted. The cases of Regi.nald Doyl 

and Owen Dorey are s1gru.f1eant as 1t is evident that 

these two boys were not prepared to accept the routine 

rules and regulations that represent the school. 

A child may meet mssatisfaetton 1n school it 

he finds that due to his own personal limitations h 

is unable to progress academically, In school, where 

the stree-s 1s placed on academ1e achievements, it would 

be extremely difficult for a child to escape feeling · 

of failure i!' he was unable to keep par with his grades. 

It 1s when the sch0ol promotes or intensifies tb 

feelings of frustration and inadequacy, that the ch11 
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?his was the case of Colin Redmond who was in 
:,ade two at t1tne of opening of tbe case_.. eolln 

had repeated beth grades one and two, and 
opening of the case he was ten years old. He was 

truancy problem, found guJ.lty of the charge and 
placed on probation., Whl.le on probation he was 
valuated at the Child Guidance Clinic and he w, 

found to have an intell1genee quotient of ?6 which 
s considered the dull -normal range. Along with 

bis low intelllgenee, his home conditions we:re 
very poor and evidence ot a lack of understanding 
on the part of the parents was found. 

ca,..eful studies carried out by experts 1n th 

field of mental deficiency have proven that people who 

are mentally retarded, receiving proper education and 

vocational guidance, and if' they are not subjected to 

improper environment innuenoes• there 1s no reason to 

xpect that they will lead delinquent careers.1 Age 

number ot the delinquents in the sample as indicated 

in Table 3 hav 
·a 2 o. Many wer 

intelligence quotient of less th· 

ubjeot to reat deal of stress t1-o: 

the instability of their fam1ly unit, and as a ~esult 
~-

they were not properly understood by their parento. 

Of the twent1•three ebildren under twelve yeus or age 

on probation as of March 31, 1960 only six were assessed 

as to their intelligence quotient-. Of those that wer, 

valuated ,in the group the findings were as follows; 

112, 74-, 961 6, and one ch11d was recorded as average. 

Howevett, of the remaining eighteen children, half or 
bom were having trouble in sehool, there was nothing 

lorcves• op. cit., p* 64. 
2sµprft.,. p. 19. 
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recorded regarding their personal capabilitie~. 

In the Ba11fax schools there exists a progr 

that is headed by the Directox- o.f S.pecial SerV14e.:i, 

whose chief eoneern !s with problems centered around 

ebronic non•attendanee1 the reteiral is ma.de to 

pec1al services b1 the school or particular teachers 

involved. Every ohil,d is g:roup tested in Grades II, 

IV, VIII and IX. In these grades individual Stanford.

Bi-net tests are admin1.stered to those who nave seored 

1.20 a1ld above• and those that are suspected of being 

r-etai-ded, that is be1ov 80,.1 In the interview with 

the Direetor of Special Servic9-,, renes:s w, 

,cpressed by the Director, of tbe emotional factors 

that lllay influence a child ' s progr or adjustment 

in school, and the inadequate d1sc1pl1nary method 

that exist .ln some of the delinqu_ents • homes. 

One of the school Principals interviewed telt 

that the eurl.'icUlum in bis sehool not geared for 

number of children and thei:- 1nterests.2 He went on 

to say that much emphas1 plaeed on the cultural 

ect in teaching, whe:reas the children or such 

local1ty would be more 1nte:rested in mechanics, home 

cono1111cs or the every day type o:r training that i 

Cook, Director of Special Services, Inter• 
view with Res~archei-, October 21, 1960_., -

2Mxi. Duggan, Principal or S~-• Patr3.oks School, 
Interv1ev with Researcher, november 11 1960,. 

J-('' 
;:) 
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ne~deo,,. Thie p.artleular school bas no vocational 

guidance.. Tbi.s ls s1gn1!1·cant when one conside.i-s th 

tact that the maj.or!ty ot delinquents in the sampl . 
eame trom this p~rticu.l'ar area. 

fable 31 .shows that thei,e are ele~en oh.i.ldren 

1n the sample wh"Ose intelligenoe quotient 1s between 

70 and ae. These children afe unable tc:> gain adlnlss1on 

to the Nova aectia tratning School whic~ provides 

trai.ning for ch!ldren who are tUenta.lly det1e1ent beeau:s 

their inte,lligen.ee is n~t sutt1e1ently limited. In 

o:rder for a child to be admitted to the WQva Scotla 

Training School ne mutt .have an in.t~lligence quotient 

between 35'.""70, and the ho.me oondit1one must be such 

that the child ls a bUTden. to the family., This 

1nstitut1on is ve:y hesitant about receiving delinquent·• 

who n~ve spent a considerable length ot time at the 

Nova Scotia School tor BOY$• 2 the reason tor this. is 

that tb1s type Qf delinquent finds _it diftleul.t to 

djust to this n~w type .ot training, due to the fa~t 

that he still eonside.rs the Nova Scot-1e !raining School 

as a pmu.Uve 1nst1~ut1on. other fa,c.tolt' 1s that 

ohildren have to remain at the Nova 8-Qotia training 

School a eonsiderable length ot time in compa:rtsoa to 

the s:·tay at the Nova Scotia . School for Boys. the 

lSYR'r~~,, p., 19-~ 
· 2Mr.i Wa.lkar, Aesistant Super1ntendent., r.ova 

Scotia lira1n1ng Schoolt Interview with Researcher. 
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istant superintendent felt that neither the No?a 

Scotia fralning School nor the Nova Scotia School fol" 

,oys is meeting the needs of such a group,. Be went 

on to aar that there was need for a separate 1nstitut• 

ion totally geat-ed to meet the needs of the retarded 

delinquent• 

In review of the sample it was evident that 

portion of the delinquents ~ere experiencing difficulty 

1n their sebool &dJustment. Unfortunately very littl 

was recorded regarding the parents• attitude toward 

the sehool, but in the majority of cases it Wa$ obvious 

they showed little interest in the aeademie progre 

bf their children. As a result little encouragement 

was ottered 1n support ot the cbildfs endeavours to 

ma.Re good his ad3"u_stment in the social institution of 

the school. 

ruaney was the first offence 1n five cases, 

while a total ot twenty children had been truant t,;o: 

ehool at least once during their school term. th.ls 

usually indicates that the ohild is experiencing 

difficulty and it 1s important to locate at an early 

age those children vho are suffering from such exper

ienc,es so that a rnore effective plan can be constructed. 

tor thi:w. 

The sample indicated children who were in. need 

of special assistance due to their limited 1ntell1genc 

.na who were unable to compete under the academi.c strain 
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pl4<l&d upon them by the regular school curiculwn. 

In eoneludlng it would seem important to eJ;plOr·-

causal explanation the cbild•s behaviour rather 

than foous on his m1sdeameanol' .. lt 1s with thi& 
,;t 

explo-rat1on of facts that efleet.1ve rehabilitation can 

be reached Jnore eas11Y; with a iu.1tab1e plan.base.don 

the child1 s persomil1ty and eapab1Ut1e~, 

/ 
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OONCLUSIOWS AND BECO'. DATIONS 

One hunqred and aeventy .. s1x delinquents we:r 

be1ng served by the CQrrectlons E>1via1on of' the 

Hali.tax l>-1strict Otf'1ce of the Department of Public 

Weltue Oll Mal"Ch 31, 1960. Ot the lJ9 male delinqu

ents in this group mo:re than a third were undeir th 

or twelve years.~ !hts thesis consists or an · 

analy~is of the ba.ckg:round of these fifty-aeven y~g 

elinquent boy~• 

this reteat'oher began w1th the btpothesis tbat 

the:re are o~rta1n emotional and social needs. that shout 

d·eterllline the treatment of the child from six to twelve .. 

In an effOl:'t to establish ttte validity ot this hypothe,sis 

the writer e1tamined the home enviromnent, the m~n.t~l;. 

tatus and tbe school adjustlilent of the t!fty.-,seven 

children in Ms sample. 

In considering the familt baekgl'ound of the 

cbildr,en it became evident that as a group tney wer 

vict.tms of homes tbat were on c,eca.eions physically 

broken and more often unstable• 1.rhe fatnl ly unit wa 

not only pbys1ca11v or emotionally broken in mat11 cases., 

b'Ut frequently family ooheuvene.s .s was di si'Upted by 

ubstitute parental i'1gures, especially the tather, 
.- 69 • 
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which made the cbil~• s adjustment te hi$ home anv1s-on• 

ment moat difficult. !Chel'e was evidenc'e that sonte 

-families in the sample bad undel1gone years ef eoeial 

deteriora.ticn and d1.sorgaut~ation., fh.1.a was 1nd1eated 

by the :fact that many tam111e.e bad t1lmierous. other 

probl besides the del1nqu~ney ot ttie child in th 

.-ple. Often DlQre than cne ohild of a faini.ly was 

know to the Gorreot1ons Division ot tha Department 

of Welfare. Many of these families h:ad been subjeet 

to chron.te econOillic problems that. were partly due to 
' 

inadequate 1neome1 but which eould al.so be attrtbut.ed 

ro:r th · -,t p·art, the at.tJ.tude G3]?,ressed by 

the parents ot the cb1ldx-en 1n the sample wae not con• 

dnci \le to the heal thy and sound 4e,vel~pment of their 

ch1ldP6~ ?he r~habil1tat!.on of tbe juven1le delinquent 

~teqaelltlsr compltaate.d by the c.omplete unw1111ng.ne,ui 

ot the pattents to accept or ut1U-2e the services offered,. 

It was also ertdent t hat parents. would keep ap.potntmm.ts 

dD.l'&ng times or pressing diflieulty but reei1sted h~l 

t other t.imeJh' Bf.forts to ~eteir families to vol'll1ltu1 

family c:ounsell1ng agencies o:r to the Cb1ld Gut.dance 

Clinic met with poor response.. For the mo1't part, 

families who were rete·r~ed tor eontinued servtoe had 

t;t.vation to aV'ail tbemselv.es of tbe s·e,-.v-1ce 

that t ,rea:tment of a voluntary nature generally had to 

be terminated., 
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This type of f; 

ha:r:d•core, mUlt1.-probla 

·· 1y i. s often reterred to as the 

family \lfho generally aecount 

!'or a large pe-rcentage of the problems of a social 

natuze in a cemmuni ty. The muJ;ti- problem !am11Y,f 

xposed to a broad range of physical and psychological 

tresses, is unable to meet adequately the physical 

and emotional needs of its childre•n, It 1s apparen 

that a special c·oUl"se of action 1s needed if such 

families are to be reached. and helped in more than a 

upertic1al way. Tbis is also important in order to 

:t~ it possible to,: treatment agencies to carry on 

work with the family once tbe referral 1s made~ It 

is uossible that t he parents who were studied here 

round it clift1cult t o aceep.t . treatme.nt because of the 

iOPlicat1on that they themselves were clients , that the 

11nquency of the.tr child had some relat1on.sb1tl to 

their own inadequacies as parents, and that they them• 

lves need~d advice and assistance . It was quit 

clear from the histories that they were unable ~o 

recognize or fa.cs the fact that a change in their ow 

attitude or tnann,er of approach zni.ght be JJ1ore effeot1v9, 

in the child' s rehab1l1 tat1on than any profession.al 

ervice that might be directed towards b.t:w. 

!tis a f'Undamental principle of' social work 

that the p:roblems ot buman beings should be met wher 

they a.-rlse. It is qUi te elear that a lttajor focu$ ot 

trEfa:tment or the juvenile offender should be the ho~\';; . 
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As can be seen study or children with respect t o 

their needs usually leads directly to the bome and the 

.uali ty or the relationship$ that exist tbere. It is 

these ba$1C rel.ations:h1ps that affect the ehild• 

personality de11elopmen"•' 

orking with t he :family should represent a 

ooord1nat1on of existing community $et"v1ces involving 

the sharing of knowledge and experience for t he purpos 

of eenstructing and carryi ng out the most e!feetive 

plan tor helping the family. Su.eh a plap: must tak 

into account t he needs and the strengths of the indiV'id• 

family members and the family as a unit. ln tb 

treatment of t he family it seems imperative that all 

the elements of the physical and the social environ ... 

ment should be investigated .1n an et'fo:rt to diseove:r 

an<l ameliorate :faotors that may be promoting maltunct-

1on1ng 

Con"Cerning the school expe!'lence of' the del1nqu• 

ents UJlder study, many were un_suoc,ess,fu.l i n the1;r attempt 

to adjust to this compet!tive setting. This may have 

be.en due to t heir unsat1sfacto.ry bome enviromnent, lack 

of encouragement and support to conti nue tbelr eno.eavours, 

and in some eases, to the child' s Utni ted 1ntell1gene,e. 

It seems practical th.at in o:rde7 to discover 

the individual eh1ld whose behaviour 1ndi~ates that he 

is a ,p"otentlal delinquent, early de.tection and direct 

referral to a co~rec~ 1 agency a:re necessary~ Such C 
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e.n early referral system should most ce:rtainly inclu.d-

the schools as they aro in a position to become 

cquainted w1 th children and to judge the level of 

their soo1al functioru.ng., The t:,ain1ng of sohool 

teachers shoUld make the~ sensitive to children who 

.re maltu.nct1onJ.ng and experiencing difficulty and 

hose behaviour is such that outs1d 

necessary.-

1stance 1 

One child whose intelligence quotient w~ 

bel ow 70 was unable to gain entrance to the Nova Scotit1 

Training School because of the long waiting 11st which 

that institution bas. A table on the school grad_ 

tta1ned at the time of the opening of the case revealed 

tba.t onJ.y one child was in an aw.111ary class, although 

there were many more whose intelllgenee indicated this 

level of schooling would be best suited to their needQ. 

There vas also a considerable ntunber of children who_

intelllgenee quotients were between 70 EUJ.d 80 who were 

unable to reee1ve special training due to t be lack o 

co:mmun.1 ty resoutces. i'hus these obil.dren were fore 

to compete w1th child.l-en of a~erage intelligence in 

ola.sses geared to the ability of the normal child,. 

Incapable of such work, these boys tell far behind 

other children of their age level c.;reating additional 

problems around soo1al adjustment~ It is especiallt 

important that sueh children receive vocational gu1danc 

o tbat they will enter areas of work parallel to th$lr 
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capab111 ties. opportunity to learn a t~ade would 

give such a child a obance to increase bis techn.1.cal 

skills and in aduJ.t life would enable him to eompet 

ore successfully in the laboll.l' .market .. 

. Presently there are no correctional 1netitut1on 

1n tence in this area designed to meet the probl 

of the mentally retarded delinquent and, as a result1 

the spe<;?ial needs of sueh children, a sizable .number, 

remain 1ltllnet. Onl,.y eleven that is, 19,~ of the child• 

ren in the sample were refer:red tor psych1ati-1c assess .... 

ment, all were found to be disturbed emotionally and 

tor whom there were no suitable services in tb 

col'.llDlunity_. In most eases when referral was made to 

psychiatrist the chil s already elassiflad as a 

linquenti It 1s evident that Uttle use was made ot 

the psychiatr1¢ resources that are available in the 

commun1 ty,. this is sign.1f'icant when1 in helping any 

llnquent child it is essential to d.1seover why a 

particular delinquent act seeme4 natural to bbi. 1 

It seexiis ciear that cormnun1.ty facilities for 

helping the juvenile offendel' need to be better organized 

!.d e:xpanded in seope te eover those children Who ar 

me.ntallf deficient o~ emotionally ,distUl"bed., In view 

of the inadequacy of the existing •"community resourc 

, or the meeting of these sl)ecial needs improved rac1l1 tie, 

1 
~:r;:;• -i"' -·, p. 348. 
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1n these a:reas would appear to be a desirable goal to 

work towards. 

Thi led that much delinquent 

behaviour first appea:rs when the boy is of scheol• age, 

under twelve years, and when his home and on occasions• 

the school, are .ble to meet adequately his physical, 

emot1o and intellectual needs. It is important 

that treatment or the young offender should be focussed 

not on bis delinquent symptoms, but on the varioti, 

causal factors. 

It is elear that a collaboration of service_ 

is necessary in order that the eauses of juvenile 

delinquency and maladjustment may be attacked at their 

ouree in the neighbourhood, in the home, and in the 

attitude of individuals. Once these problems are 

recognized, professional workers should be ready to 

prooeed w1th a scientifically adequate and coordinated 

plan of tJ"eatment. For only e.s the resources for child 

welfare are organized and integrated to improve the 

general atmosphere and wholesomeness or community lit 

will it be possible to deal in a fundamental and 

efficient manner with the numerous (>Ocial problems 

which have their roots in cb11dhoo4 maladjustment. 2 

21f'6 nton1 op, cit., P• 388,. 
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SECTION I 

A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 
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SCHEDULE FOR READING RECORDS 
AT DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

IDENTIFYING INFORMATION 

Name:• 

Date of Birth: 

Races 

Religion: 

L~gal Guardian of Child: 

Home Address: 

l&te of Opening of Case: 

Status as of March 31st, 1960: 

Probation __ _ Institution ----
I. Social Service Index Clearance: Yes 

If~ list agencies registered, with dates: 

After-Care ----
No 
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SECTION II BACKGROUND HISTORY 

A. Fami1:[. 

1. Father: 

a. Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e. Race 

f. Marital Status 

g. Education 

I 

h. Present Occupation 

L Income 

j. Other Significant Information 
I 
I 
I 

11 

i 
I 
I 

I 

k. Date of Death II 

II 
2. Mother: 

a. Name Maiden Name 

b. Date of Birth 

c. Place of Birth 

d. Religion 

e~ Race 

f. Marital Status 
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g. Education 

h. Present Occupation 

i. Income 

j. Other Significant Information 

k. Date of Death 

3. Siblings (List each separately if possible. If not give any 
general information about siblings.) 

a. Na.me 

b. Sex 

c. Date of Birth 

d. Place of Birth 

e. Religion 

f. Race 

g. Marital Status (married name also for females) 

h. Education 

i. Present Occupation 

j. Income 

k. Other Significant Information 

11, 
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1. Date of Death 

B. Changes of Residence of Child 

1. Own Home Place ~tes 

2 • Foster Home Place Dates 

3. Relatives• Home Place Dates 

4. Institution (Name) Place Dates 



- 80 -
-4-

C. Mobility of Family. (Give addresses, length of residence, reasons 
for moving.) 

D. Pescri£tion of home. 

1. Type of dwelling 

2. Number of rooms 

3. Number of people in home 

4. Owned Rented Free 

5. Facilities (bathroom, toilet, hot ~ater, etc.) 

6. Worker 1s impression of home: 

E. Contacts with other Agencies. fdates and details) 

If 
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PSYCHIATRIC REPORT 

A. First Psychiatric Report Received by Agency. 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Pl.ace at wh:bh child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

5. Digest of report plus summary 

B. Later psychiatric reports (record individually) 

1. Clinic, Hospital or other Place at which child was seen 

2. Name of psychiatrist 

3. Date of report 

4. Referral to psychiatrist: 

a. By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 



SECTION IV 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL REPORT 

A. First Psychological Report Received by Agency 

1. Date of Report 

2. Psychologist 

3. Referral to psychologist: 

a . By whom made 

b. Reason for referral 

4. I. Q. 

5. Name of I. Q. test 

6. Projective and personality tests used 

7. Summary of findings 

B. Later Psychological Reports (list each separately as above) 
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SECTION V DEVELOPMENI'AL HISTORY 

A. Significant Information about Birth and Early Development. 

B. Symptoms of Emotional Disturbance. (Give age of occurrence and 
methods of dealing with symptom.) 

I 

1' 
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C. Behaviour Problems. (Give ages .of occurrence and methods used in 
dealing with problem including court appearances and probation with 
dates.) 

1. Stealing 

2. Truancy 

3. Lying 

4. Running away from home 

5. Vandalism 

6. Assault 

7. Cruelty to: a. children 

b. animals 

8. Sexual offences 
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9. Drinking 

10. Illegal use of drugs 

11. Incorrigibility 

12. Profanity 

13. Breaking of curfew law 

14. Others 

D. Social Development. (Indicate age where significant) 

1. Relationships: 

a. Parents (specify mother and father) 

b. Siblings 

c. Peers 
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d. Girls 

e. Teachers 

f. Clergymen 

g. other adults 

2. Social Activities: 

a. Organized activities (indicate whether sponsored as 
educational, church or social) 

b. Informal activities 

c. Gang activities (details of composition of gang) 

i. age 

ii. sex 

iii. size 

11 
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iv. race 

E, Parental Handling, (State whether father and/or mother or pa.rental 
substitutes.) 

1. Discipline: overstrict ___ ; moderate ___ ; lax __ _ 

2. Consistency of handling: consistent ____ ; inconsistent 

3. Methods: 

4. Parental attitudes: 
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F. Physical Description of Child at time of opening of case. 

G. Later Comments of Significance about Physical Appearance. (Give dates) 

H. Religious Activity 

1. Does child attend Church: regularly 

not at all 

2. Details of religious activities and attitudes. 

sometimes ___ _ 
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SECTION VI MEDICAL HISTORY 

(If report negat'ive indicate __ _ and do not complete) 

A. Significant Childhood Diseases (give dates) 

B. Physical Handicaps (indicate treatment) 

C. Hereditary or Familial Illnesses 

1. Child 

2. Family 

D. Hospitalization Prior to Opening of Case (give dates) 

1. Operations 

2. Accidents 

J. Other 

E. Reports from other Medical Resources of Contacts Prior to Opening 
of Case 

1. Department of Public Health 

2. Mental Hospitals 
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F. Reports of Medical Examinations after Opening of Case. (State 
findings and recommendations.) 

G. Details of Medical Treatment after Opening of Case 

I 
.ii 
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SECTION VII SCHOOL RECORD 

A. As of Time of Opening of Case 

1. Age at entering school 

2. Age on leaving school and reason 

J. Schools attended 

4. Grade attained, academic standing, grades repeated and progress. 

5. School adjustment: excellent 

good ____ ; fair ____ ; poor 

General comments: 

6. Attendance: good . ____ , poor 

v.ery good _______ ; 

7. Deportment: satisfactory 

(Give details) 

____ ; unsatisfactory ____ • 

8. Participation in extra-curricular activities (give details). 

9. Child's expressed attitude towards school. 
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B. Later Information about School Record. (give dates) 
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SECTION VIII EMPLOYMENT 

A. Full Time 

1. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

4. Earnings: hourly ___ _ 

5. Reasons for leaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

daily ___ _ 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

B. Part-Time 

1. Age at commencement of employment 

2. Type of work 

3. Length of periods of employment 

4. Nature of employment: after school __ _ 

summer other casual 

5. Earnings: hourly ____ ; daily ___ _ 

6. Reasons for l eaving jobs: 

a. Work terminated 

b. Work performance unsatisfactory 

c. Behaviour unsatisfactory 

d. Left voluntarily (details) 

weekly _____ • 

weekend ____ ; 

weekly ___ _ 
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No. of Offense 

SECTION IX LEGAL ASPECTS 

(Fill in new section for each court appearance) 

A. Legislation (under which charged) 

Ia te of charge 

1. Education Act 

2. Juvenile Delinquent Act 

3. Child Welfare Act 

4. Any Municipal Ordinance 

5. Criminal Code 

B. Type of Offense (give details) 

1. Break - entry 

2. Assault 

3. Truancy 

4. Theft 

5. Curfew 
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6. Vandalism (specify) 

7. Sex offenses 

8. Incorrigibility 

9. Vagrancy 

10. Other 

c. '.!'.z12e of Court 

1. Juvenile 

2. Magistrate 

3. other 

D. Complainant 

1. Police 

2. Attendance Officer 

3. Parents 

4. Citizens 
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5. Social Agency 

6. other 

E. Legal Representation (give recommendations) 

1. Crown 

2. Defense 

F. Disposition of case 

1. Temporary Suspension 

2. Commitment to Director 

3. Probation 

4. After-care 

5. Commitment to Institution 

6. Dismissal 



SECTION X 

- 97 -

PROBATION 

Period of probation: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete a separate section X for each period on probation) 

A. Date of Court Hearing 

B. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (note with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included 

a. Family background Yes No 

b. Family relationships Yes No 

c. School Yes No 

d. Youth groups Yes No 

e. Church Yes No 

4. Recommendation of probation officer 
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C. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 

3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during temporary probation 

D. Conditions of Probation 

1. Temporary (give length) or outright 

2. Restitution (details) 

3. Fine 

4. Reporting (give details of frequency, place and time) 

5. Obedience to parents 

6. Observance of curfew (details) 

7. School attendance 

8. Geographical limits (details) 

9. Separation from gang (details) 

10. Other 
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E. Nature of Probation Service 

1. Number of contacts by Probation Officer 

a. child 

b. mother 

c. father 

d. both parents 

e. other 

2. Type of contact 

a. casework (summary of content) 

b. law enforcement 

c. routine 

3. Attitudes toward probation (substantiate) 

a. child 

b. parents 
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F. Violation of Probation 

1. Nature of violation 

2. Number of times probation violated 

J. Corrective measures 

G. Termination of Probation 

1. Date of termination 

2. Criteria for termination 

a. satisfactory behaviour 

b. moved from area 

c. age 

d. commitment to institution (give details) 

e. Others 

H. Use of Communitz_Resources_for_Evaluation 

1. Psychiatric services (name) 

2. Psychological services (name) 

J. Police 

4. School (truant officer, etc.) 

5. Social agencies 
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6. others 

I. Effect of Court Procedure on Child 

J. Use of Authority (punitive, etc.) 

1. By judge 

2~ By probation officer 
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SECTION XI 

Period in Institution: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

INSTITUTIONAL CARE 

(Complete a separate section XI for each period of care in institution) 

A. Name of Institution 

B. Date of Commitment 

c. Pre-trial Study 

1. By whom 

2. Number of interviews (with whom) 

3. Aspects of individual and environment included: 

a. family background Yes No 

b. family relationships Yes No 

c. school Yes No 

d. youth groups Yes No 

e. church Yes No 

4. Recommendations of social worker (probation officer or other) 

D. Judge's Criteria for Disposition (details) 

1. Pre-trial study 

2. Previous record 
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3. Attitude of child 

4. Behaviour of child during probation 

E. Child's Progress in Institution (give details and dates where 
appropriate) 

1. Adjustment to institutional setting and program 

2. Relationships: 

a. Staff 

b. Peers 

3 . Treatment plans and progress 

a. Casework 

b. Psychiatric 

c. Counselling (other than by social worker) 

F , Contacts with Parents (date and content) 

1. By child 
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2. By institution 

3. Other 

G. Treatment of Parents (date and details) 

1. Casework 

2 • Psychiatric 

J. Other 

H. Contacts with Community (date and content) 

1. Child's contacts 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Recreation 

d. Individuals in community 



e. Other 

10, -

-4-

2. After-care officer's contacts 

a. Relatives 

b. School 

c. Clergy 

d. Other 

I. Discharge 

1. Recommendations and dates 

2. Reasons for delaying discharge 

a. By institution 

b. By after-care officer 

c. Other 

J . Date of discharge 

4. Terms of discharge (include place) 



- 106 -

SECTION XII AFTER-CARE 

Period of after-care: 1st 

2nd 

3rd 

(Complete a separate section XII for each period of after-care) 

A. Name of After-Care Officer 

B. Preparation by After-Care Officer 

1. Child 

a. Dates of interviews 

b. Where interviews were held 

c. Nature of preparation (casework services) 

2. Parents or Substitute Parents 

a. Contact with: (give dates if possible and content) 

i. Mother 

ii. Father 

iii. Both parents 

iv. Relative 

v. Guardian 

b. Method 

i. Interview (state where held) 

ii. Telephone 
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iii. Letter 

3. Community (state purpose and results if given) 

a. School 

b. Church 

c. Work: 

i. employer 

ii. N. E. S. 

d. Police 

e. Clubs 

f. Other 

C. Selection for Discharge 

1. Date of recommendation 

2 • By whom ma.de 

3. Basis of recommendation 

4. Suggestions and recommendations for discharge plans 
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D. After-Care Services {following discharge) 

1. Place to which discharged 

a. home 

b. foster home 

c. relatives 

d. other 

2. Plan of treatment {verbatim) 

3. Casework Services 

a~ Child 

i. Dates of interviews (or number of interviews 
during stated period) 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Child 1s attitude and co-operation 

iv. Parole violation and method of handling 

b. Parents or Foster pa.rents 
(Give dates of interviews if available) 

i. Mother 

Father 
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Both parents 

Relative 

Guardian 

ii. Content of interviews 

iii. Parents' attitude and co-operation 

c • Community 
(State dates, purpose and results of interviews) 

i. School 

ii. Church 

iii. Work 

Employer 

N. E. S . 

iv. Police 

v. Clubs 

vi. Other 

I~! 
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D. Final Evaluation 

1. Child's adjustment and use of service 

2. Parents' use of service 
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SECTION XII RECORDING 

A. lYJ2.es of Recording 

1. Narrative 

a. Summarized (periodic) Yes No 

b. Chronological Yes No 

2. Social History Yes No 

Does it contain: 

a. Developmental history Yes No 

b. Social functioning Yes -- No 

c. Psychological status Yes No 

d. Religious affiliation and 
activity Yes No 

e. Economic status Yes No 

f. Attitude of family towards 
child Yes No 

g. Recommendations of worker Yes No 

3. Summaries 

a. Summary of impression of child 
at time of opening of case Yes No 

b. Periodic summary in narrative Yes No 

c. Transfer summary Yes No 

d. Closing summary including Yes No 

i. identification of 
treatment used Yes No 

ii. present status of case Yes No 

iii. prognosis Yes No 

iv. reasons for closing case Yes No 

4. Reports 

a. School report Yes No 

b. Psychiatric report Yes No 

c. Psychological report Yes No 
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5. DocUJllents 

a. Copy of commitment paper Yes No 

b. Notice of settlemeht Yes No 

c. Copy of discharge paper Yes No 

d. Other Yes No r 

6, Correspondence 

a. Letters to agency from 
t 

i. social agencies Yes No I 

ii. child Yes No I' 

iii. relatives Yes No 

iv. others (specify) 

b. Letters from agency to 

i. social agencies Yes No 

ii. child Yes No 

iii. relatives Yes No 

iv. others (specify) 

c. Filing of letters 

i. inter-leafed with text Yes No 

ii. filed at end of record Yes No 

d. Dated notation in text with brief account of letter content . 

Yes No 

e. Inclusion of sundry correspondence 

i. greeting cards Yes No 

ii. appointment letters Yes No 

iii. other (specify) 

r. Inclusion of inter-office administrative ~omrnunications. 

Yes No 
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B. Content of Recording 

1. Psycho-social diagnosis Yes No 

a. Date of diagnosis 

b. Was it reaffirmed Yes No 

c. Was it changed Yes No 

2. Treatment Plan 

a. Date of initial treatment plan 

b. Goals Yes No 

c. Evaluation of strengths and 
weaknesses Yes No 

d. Use of social worker Yes No 

e. Use of other resources Yes No --
3. Evaluation of Client-Worker Relationship Yes No 

4. Social Worker's activity (other than with client) 

a. Case conferences Yes No 

b. Community contacts by: 

i. interview Yes No 

ii. letter Yes No 

iii. telephone Yes No 

iv. other (specify) 

c. Pr9gnosis 

1. Stated Yes No 

2. Date when recorded: 

3. Location in record: 

D. Qu:rnmcy of Recording 

1. Number of interviews recorded 

I' 

l 
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2. Total length of recording 

3. Period of time covered by recording 

4. Length of periods covered by summarized recording 
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SECTION XIV RESEARCHER'S COMMENTS 

A. Evaluation of Record. Compare this record to the other case records 
which you have read at the D.P.W. and rate it, with respect to 
content, as: 

More complete ___ _ 
than average 

Average Less complete 
than average 

B. Specific Areas of Value. Does this record have particularly signifi
cant or complete material in relation to: 

1. Legal aspects 

2. Use of authority 

3. The recidivist 

4- Therapeutic aspects of institutional care 

5. Psychiatric evaluation 

6. Family relationships 

7. Family background 

8. Community attitudes 

9. Criteria for after-care and parole 

10. The social worker and the delinquent 

11. Siblings of delinquents 

12. Boy under 12 and his needs 

13. Adolescent and his needs 

14. Girl and her needs 

15. The team approach 

16. Recording 

17. Other 

C. 1. Name of researcher 

2. Date 

3. Length of time involved in reading record 

•11 
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1. 

2 .. 

S(ln.tt.iu Uhl!. 

(a) Within the past five years how many student 
have been enrolled in the Nova Scotia fra1n1ng 

chool? 

(b) How many students are enrolled at pres.ent? 

(e} How many students have been enrolled in th 
ova Scotia Training School in the year 

195'9•1960? 

(a} In your opinion do you think that some child• 
ren have been interpreted as delinquent prior 
-ci coming to the Neva Scotia bain1ng Sohool t 

wb:es-eas many were, in taet, only i-eta'rded? 

(b) What is the Nova Scotia training School •s 
policy in regaiods to aecept1ng a retarded child 
·ho has oomm1 tted a delinquent act? 

(e} Within the past five years how many children 
have referred to your school from the follaw-
1ng institutions? 
1. Nova Scotia School for Boy 
2. Maritime Home for Girls 
3• Home of the Good Shepher1 

(d) How many within the year 1959~1960 

(e,} Within the past five years how many children 
brought before the eourt (excluding those in 
2C) on a delinquent charge have been re.terr, 
to the Nova Scotia Training School? 
·(Male and Female) 

(t) How many w1tbin the year 19;9.1960? 
{Male and Female) 

.- 116 • 
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(g) What were the types o! delinquency which were 

predominant 1n the group admitted? 

{h) What would be the pattern of behaViour of 
these delinquent children after admission? 

(1) Do you fe~l that there is, a necessity fQr each 
child who is brought before the courts on 
delinquent charge to be psyohologically .tested 
~etore being confined to a correctional 
1nst1 tut1on~ 

(a) What treatments are available !o:r such children 
· at the Nov'-1. Scotia Tira1niag School 



CBEDULE FOR lNTEllVIEWING THE 
SCHOOLS 

1. lnrot.ement 

• 

(a) How many students did you enroll in 
Se(!hool in 19;9.-1960? 

(b) t is the average age of the students- itl' 
_ school 

(c) What J.s t he percentage of male students 1n 
your school? What ls the percentage of 
female students in .vour school 

{d) What l s t he proportion o! students to 
teachers 

(a,) Is delinquenc 

Cb) 

(c) 

(4) 

problem 1n scllo.ol~ 

, 

of delinquency do you think 1 
~m -

3, peop;£aPE¥S 01·eA 

(a) ls there a part1cul~ area f~om which your 
delinquent students come tr 

(b) Do you think this area plays a significant role · 
in the habits of delinquency? 

(c) If this is true, why is it so? 

• llS 
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~. Social Grouping or Th ;tinquent ChUd. 

,. 

6. 

1. 

a. 

(a) Do you notice that these children 
(a) form cliques 
(b) are leader~ of other group 
(c) isolate from other 
(d) other phas 

• 
" 

(a) What a.re the recreational facilities at thi 
chool 

(b) Do you think that tbey are used by the 
delinquent as frequently as rour mode1.9at. 

tu.dent? 

(a) What bearing has the delinquency problem 
upon thei~ academic standing? 

(b) Do you !ind tbat -thi 
l'one to 

student? th 

( c) no 1011 have a "Vocational gu.idance instructor 
1n your school1 Wh,_at role does he play? 

(a) fo what degree are the teachers concerned? 

(b) How do. they recognize !t? 

( ware are the parents of this problem? 

(b) How do they recognize 1t 

<J., P. T •. A.. ,!:warenes 
k 

.d ,~ntere st, Jn ,Pro!}l.eJ!l 

(a) Are atlrY programs set up to learn about and 
deal wtth delinquency? 
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(a) What are the preventative means that you are 
most temil1a:r v1th? 

(b) What are the remedial means that you are most 
familiar with? 



- "',CBEDULE FOR I PECIAL SERVICES 

s 

l, Wbat do you consider ,delinqu.encr 

2. !n Y.<>lll' opinion, bow s:erious llas the problem ot 
juvenile delinquency 1.n the· sohcols of the• Ha.l1fax 
tlr.ea during the academic year of 1959•60? 

3• Are o'QXllUlative records kept on all referi,als? 

4,, 

;. 

6. 

1. 

ln school adjustment, what correlation bas been 
noted between school .record and behav1ou:r't 

to what ~~tent are delinquents examinedt 
(a) psrchome~ically 
(b) psyeh1atri,cally 
(e) phys1ca11y 

In evaluating causes, ·to what exte.nt 1-s: delinquency 
the· result ot ,8lnOt1onal p,roblems eaus~d bye 
(a) re3ect1Qn 
(b) ne.gleo 
(c) pel'Iliissivene 
(d) over prote~tion 
( e) 1nsecu:t''ity 
( f) 1:nvna.turi tr 
(g) o~bers ,:. · 

In you:ir op1nio.n,. has t here lleen a higher 1neidene 
· del1.nqueuo1 1n child~en or some particular,, 

(a) soc1o-e-conom1e backgt"-CUL.d 
( b) age grQUp 
( e) se,: · 
(d) ~eligion 
(e) oth.es-

a~ How do&a thEl delinquent child tit into the social 
system in the senool, with wegaros to: 
{a} cliqu, 
(b) gangs 
( e) pa:rtieipation in extra--ourricular aeti vi ties 
(d} other 

• 121 • 
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9. ·fo what extent, in your opinion, are the delinquent 
children, 
(a) being influenced, adversely, by older persons 

outside of sehool? 
(b) influencing otheTs in the schools? 

10. In relation to behaviour and age, tbe time oi 
referral, the factual time, and your opinion about 
this. 
(a} Could it have been detected earlier? 

11. What percentage are referred to the Nova Scoti 
School for Boys or the Maritime Home for Girls, 
and on what basi 

, I 

12. What use 1$ made oft . 
(a) Obild Gui.dance Qlinic 
(b} t.M. c.4. CY.w. c ,A. ) 
(c) youth camps 
(d) foster home car 
(e) clergy 
{f) other 

13. What classification of' offe.nses do you use? 

14. What is your impression of their •relat1ons.h1p 
ith adults and with peer group 

15. < the attendance oft'icers, 
l between attendance o!.f'icers 

16. What obstacles are encounte-red 1n making refe,:,rals 
to treatments. 
(a) <lhild Gui.dance Clinic 
(b) School for Boy 
(c) other resou~e 

17. Is your role supported and defined by any legislation, 
nd 

(a) is legi~lntion adequate 
(b) your ciom.ments and suggestion 





CRI'l:EBI BLB 5 

POSITI ~flf®Et 

~itua.tion 1n which the parent show genuin 

concern for the welf'a.re and development of the child. 

his would 1nelu.de parents who made an atteDlpt to us 

community services when they realized that it was 

neoessary. 

NEUTRAL ATTITUDES 

Parents in this area were those who were 

indifferent towa:rds their children by having littl 

concern for th.ei:r activ1t1es or development_. 1'hes 

parents made, 11 ttle effort in utilizing ·the resource

available in the comnn.inity. 

• • 
his category comprises tbose parents we:re 

rejection was evident and consequently a lack of motiv~ 

tlo~n in making any attemp,t to increase their u.na.er• 

standing of the1.r children • 

'OT RECORDED J 

eans those fa,thers or mothers whose attitudes 

were not stated in the record. In some cases the mother• 

tt1tude would be ,:-ecorded but not the father ' s and 

visa versa. 
• 123 • 
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