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ABSTRACT

F em ale R eform era  .In, V ic t o r ia n  Nova S c o t ia :  
Arch I r e c t a  o f  a New 'Womanhood . -

■ \3 b('s -x> to« e

-  Mediae 1 J .  Smi t h .
-  . Ai l r l l  18,  1986

%

' Fe ma l e  r e f o r m e r a  o f  V l c t o r l a h  Nova S c o t i a  p l a y e d  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  

I n  I n t e r p r e t i n g  and r h a p l n g  bot h  t h d l r .  wo.rlfl and- t h e i r  womanhood.  ' As 

I n d u s ! r i a l I z l t l T o n  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  m o d e r n  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r ,  M a r i t i m e '  

women I n  t h e  l a s t  t h i r d  ' of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c h a l l e n g e d ' t r a d I t l o n a l  

b e l i e f s  a b o u t  r e l i g i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  p h y a l c a l l t y ,  p o l i t i e s , ,  

w o r k ,  s p o r t s ,  c o n s u m e r i s m ,  ahd év eu .  t h e ’na t  u r e  o f c a p i t a l i s m .  T h e s e  

e a r l y  f e m i n i s t s ,  f r a r a  t h o s e  who w e r e '  f l  r ' m l y ' . r o o t e d  i n  a m a t e r n a l , ,  

o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  who h a d  a mo r e  c r i t i c a l ,  p e r s p e c t i v e , '  a I 1 u n d e r ­

s t o o d  'and ' d e p l o r e d  t he  expl . ol  t l v e  c h a r a c t e r  l.s t lc.9 p f  ’ moder p  cap I t a  11am. •

By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  ce' n' tvi ry,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  t e f o r r a e ' r s  ha d  e m b r a c e d  à. 

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  o r t h o d o x y  whi ch  c e l e b r a t e d  n o t i o n s  -of. • women' s  mor a l  

- p u r i t y ,  n u r t u r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  and f i n e r  s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  I n  s p o r t s ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e , . r e f o r m e r s  moved f r o m  an I d e o l o g y  t h a t  p r o m o t e d  h e a l t h f i j l  

r e c r e a t i o n  t o  o n e  t h a t  e m p h a . s l z e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b è t w ' e e n  s p o r t  and 

women' s r e p r o d u c t i v e  de - s t l ny .  S i m i l a r l y  In t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  f e m a l e  

w o r k e r s  -  f r o m  t e a c h e r s  t o  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s  -  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e i r  

a w a r e n e s s  o f  b o t h  c l a s s  s o l i d a r i t y  and t h e  n e e d  f 6 r . g e n d c  r. eq ua 1.11 y . 

Reforra.ers  I n  t he  ' l a s t  t h i r d ,  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a ' l so q u e s t i o n e d  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s e x u a l i t y  and m a r r i a g e  o f f e r i n g  a c r i t i q u e  o f  f a s h i o n ' and



Cflpl ta I l s  t. m a t e c l a l l s m .  .Again t h e  r e f o r m  c r i t i q u e  u n d e r w e n t  a me t a ­

m o r p h o s i s  f r o m  ç r l t ' l ç a l  t o  m a t . e t n a l  f e m i n i s m  a.f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  , t h e  

c e n t u r y .  ' The _ r . esul  t a  o f  t h i s  t r a n o  f o r ma t  Ion wer e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  Whi l e  

r e f o r m e r a  a c h l e v / e d  s h o r t - t e r m ' g a l h . s  , I n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on 

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  s e r v e d  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e  g e n d e r  

' l n e q u a l l t " l e s .' .

>
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, . TNTRODOCTtON

Femal e  r e f o r m e r s  o f  V i c t o r i a n  Nova S c o t i a  p l a y e d  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  

in I n t e r p r e t i n g  and r e s h a p i n g  boVh t h e i r  wor l d  apd t h e i r  womanhood.  As 

I n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  m o d e r n  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r ,  M a r i t i m e  

women I n  t h e  l a s t  th.l r d  o f  t he ,  19 t h  c e n t u r y  c h a l l e n g e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b o l l  cfs ,  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  p h y s i c a l i t y ,  poi j i  t i  c s  , 

work,  consumer i sm,^ aPd even t he  n a t u r e  of  c a p i t a l i s m .  By t h e  t u r n  of  

t he  c e n t u r y ,  howeve r ,  t h e  c r i t i . c a l  edge o f  t h e  r e f o r me r , s '  i n q u i r y  had 

become b l u n t e d .  In ' t i m e  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  became  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f rom 

t h e  b ' roader  l i b e r a l  p r o g r e s s i v e  movement ,  t h e  b a s i c  o b j e c t i v e s  of  whi ch  

we„re t o .  i mpr ove  t he  s y s t e m  by r e f o r m i n g  i t  i n a p i e c e - m e a l  manne r ,  and 

e n s u r i n g . g r e a t e r  s o c i a l  e f f i c i e n c y  by a p p l y i n g  s c i e n t l f 1c p r i n c i p l e s  of  

s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g . - For  t he  mos t  p a r t ,  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  

i gno r e d  what  e a r l i e r  f e m i n i s t s  had o f t e n  ' a d d r e s s e d  : t h e  root . s  o f  c o n -

• t e m p o r a r y  s o c i a l  i n e g u a l i f y .  I n  t u r n ,  t h e s e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m ­

e r s  a d h e r e d  t o  a m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i . s t ' l d e o l o . g y ,  one  f a t  c e l e b r a t e d  no - '  

t l o n s  o f  woman' s  s u p e r i o r  n u r t u r i n g  a b i l i t y ,  mo r a l  p u r i t y ,  and r e f i n e d  

s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a l l  o f  whloh wer e  s u p p o s e d  t o  c u l m i n a t e  I n  a d e s t i n y  of  

m a r r i a g e  and mot herhood  f o r  a l l  womankind.

Va r i o u s  h i s t o r i a n s  have  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  n a t u r e  , o f  t h e - t u r n ' o f  th.e 

c e n t u r y  women' s  movement  and t h e  I mp a c t  of  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m ,  e m p h a s i s ­

i n g  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  I n  h e r  r e c e n t  bo o k  L i b e r a t i o n  - 

' D e f e r r e d ? The • I d e a s  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  Canad. ian S u f f r a g i s t s , Cpr,6 l  Bacch i  

ha s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e  f o r m e r s  c o n c e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  j c i t h  a

broad  r a n g e  of  i s s u e s  t h a t  s e r v e d  t h e i r  , c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  These  I s s u e s  

i nc lyided t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  . f e e b l e  m i n d e d , I m m i g r a t i o n



r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  t h e  serv^int  q n e s t l p n ,  s o c i a l  p n r l t y  and c e n s o r s  hi.p. Al l  

of  t h e s e  r e f l e c t e d  . the,  r e former s . ' ;  m a t e r n a i  f e mi n i s m.  Bacchi  conte inl a  

t h a t  è u f f r a g e  wns one v e h i c l e  - t h a t  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t . s  naed '  to'  a c h i e v e  

t h e i r  r e f o r m  g o a l s  and  t h a t  t r u e  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r ,  women was  d e l a y e d  

Ijtecause o f  fhe  e m p h a s i s ,  on m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  and. s i r f f r a g e .  C a t h e r i n e  

Cl ever doi i  p r e s e n t e d  a d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  of  t he  M a r t i  Imp s u f f r a g e  move­

ment .  . She  s t r e s s e d '  t h a t  w h i l e  s u f f r a g i s t s  Ih  t h e  r e s  t ^ f  Canada had a n . 

’a g g r e s s i v e  p l a t f o r m  and f o r w a r d  l o o k i n g  v i s i o n ,  M a r i t i m e  w o m e n ' w e r e  

bound by t h é  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n s e f v a t l s m  -of t h e  r e g i o n .  Cl e v e r d o n  ■ a r h l -  

t r a r i l y  s t e r e o t y p e d  t he  M a r i t i m e s  a s  a " S t r o n g h o l d  o f C o n s e r v a t l m m " .

. B a c c h l ' s  v i e w t h a t  bo t h  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  f e m i n i s m  ahd s u f  f r ag  I s  m were 

 ̂ c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and C l e v e r d o n ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  th.e s u f f r a g e  movement  'was

I. g e n e r a l l y  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  .and c o n s e r v a t i v e  o n l y  I n  t h e  M a r l t . l m e s , s u f f e r

-■ 1 f rom t h e  same l i m i t a t i o n : -  t h e y  I g n o r e  f e m i n i s m  In an e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .

In t h e  l a s t  qu . a r t e r  o f  the. n l ne t eent . l i  c e n t u r y  s u f  f . tagd and mat e  rna I Is m 

r d p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  f e m i n i s t  d e s i g n ; -  a f t e r  t he  ' t u r n  

o f  . t h e - ■ c é n t u  r y  t h e y  b e c a m e  I t s  p r e d o m i n a n t ,  e l e m e n t s .  T h i s  fnC^t 

r e q u i r e s  a r e a p p r a i s a l  . o f  tl ie n a t u r e  of  f e m i n i s m  I n I c e  o r i g i n s  as w e l l  

a s  i t s ■r e s u l t s . ^  ■ . ■' ■

The r e  I s  I m p o r t a n t  work by Amer i can  h i s t o r i a n s  whi ch deal' .s w.lth 

t h i s ,  e a r l i e r  c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d  and  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  n a r r o w i n g  o f  t h e  , 

f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n .  I n  T r u e  Love  and Pe r  f e c t  Un 1 o n W 1 I 11 a np l,e a ch h a s  

e x a m i n e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  e a r  l y  f e m i n i s t s  ' . and t h e i r  b e l i e f  In'

s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e ' ,  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  h u m a n i t a r i a n  I sm,  and r a t i o n a l i t y .
- ' - . ■'

These  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t s  ques  t  l o n e d /  b o t h  the. l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and p o a s e s r  
. .

s 1 Ve i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  A f r e r - ^ ^ e . t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h i s  c r i t i c a l



a p p r o a c h  n a r r o w e d  i n t o  a m a t e r n a l ' f e m i n i s m  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  when,  

fei r r lmtgç. s  b e c a m e  " c a u g h t  w i t r h i n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  and  s t r e n g t h s  o f  a

J  ' ,  '  Q

r e f o r m t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  i n  many ways , '  h e l p e d  to.  c r e a t e . "

Tl i is r e f o r m t r a d i t i e n  was an i n t e g r a l  component  of  f e m i n i s m  i n

llo.vn S c o t i a .  Thi s  t h e s i s '  e x a mi n e s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  in a p e r i o d  when Nova

S c o t i a n  f e m i n i s t s  p o s s e s s e d  a ' c r i t i c a l  v i e w  o f  b o t h  t h e i r  wo r l d  and t h e

c a p i t a l i s t ,  order-  and s e t  o n t  t o  refoi rm many of  t he  i l l s  o f  ' t h a t  wo t l d -

I t  a l s o . c o n s i d e r s  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  n a r r o w i n g  of  t h a t  v i s i o n

i n t o  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y .

H i s t o r i a n s  have m i s t a k e n  t h i s  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y  - and

t he ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g ■p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m  I m p u l s e  -  as  a c r i t i c a l  component

of  t h e  movement  f o r  change  i n  ' t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  ce . n tnty .

S i n c e - t h e s e  h i s t o r i a n s  do not -  c o n s i d e r  s o c i a l  i . n e q u a l I t i e s  as  d e e p l y

r o o t e d  i n  c a p i t a l i s m  i t s e l f ,  t hey  have  t e n d e d  t o  i g n o r e  b o t h  t h e  i m p a c t

o f  c a p i t a l i s m ' s  e a r l y  e x p a n s i o n  and t h e  e a r l y  r e a c t i o n  t o  i t _ ^  T h e s e

s a me  h i s t o r i a n s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  h a v i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  r e f o r m

movement  as a d e c i s i v e  a t t a c k  on , t h e  p e r p l e x i n g  p r o b l e ms  o.f s o c i e t y ,
'

have ,  a p p l a u d e d  t h e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  s t a n c e .  T h i s  p e r m i t s  t h e m t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  of '  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e  as b o t h  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

goa l  and r e wa r d  of  a .new and ' a g g r e . s s i v e '  r e f o r m  o r t h o d o x y .

Thi s '  ap p r o a c h  heeds  r e a p p r a i s a l .  When one e x a mi n e s  t h e  r i s e  of  a 

c r i t i c a l  f e m i n i s m  w h i c h  a c c o m p a n i e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  Nova

S c o t i a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t ,  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y , i t  b e c o m e s
■ '  ?

p o s a l b l e  t o  t r a c e  i t s  e v e n t u a l  m e t a m o r p h o s i s  i n t o  t h e  o r t h o d o x y  o f

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m .  T h i s  a r g u m e n t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  o n e  t h a t  m e r e l y  

d i s m i s s e s  t h e  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t  movement  as  c p n ^ r v a t i v e  as  w e l l  as  f rom

- : J
..



t h o s e  t h a t  s e e  1 1. a s  p r o g r e s s i v e  o r  r a d i c a l .  By t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  m i d d l e ,  c l a s s  f e m i n i s t s  no ’l o n g e r  c r. l  1 1 c 1 zed t h e , I n e q u a l  I t  l e s  

e x i s t i n g  i n  Noya S c o t i a n  s o c i e t y .  In t u r n ,  m a t e r n a l  f em' ln l sm a l l o w e d
* ’ * • I ■ *

t h e m  t o  make  c e r t a i n  i m p r o v e m e n t s  In  s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  c h a l l e n g i n g  or

' t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e i r  own . c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  '

Whi l e  mi dd l e ,  c l a s s  women a r e . o f t e n  g i v e n  p r i m a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  In

thi . s  t h e s i s ,  1 have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  v i e w p o i n t s  o'f. women of  a l l

c l a s s e s .  Many w o m e n , -  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  , f  rom the.  u nd e r e  i n s  .s ea  -  a,rc

kno wn  t o  u.s o n l y  by t h e i r  i n i t i a l s  o r  a p . s e u d o n y m , ’ a s  I s  t h e  ca. se In 
■ • . V .

u n s i g n e d  l e t t e r s  t o  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r s .  But  .ju.st as, m i d d l e  c 1 a s s  women 

d r e w  u p o n  t h e i r  own c l a s s  e x p e r i e n c e  In  o f f e r i n g  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n s  t o ,  

. s o c i e t y ' s  i l l s ,  w o r k i n g  c l a . s s  women,  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  i d e a s  o u t  of  

t h e i r  own c l a s s  e x  p e r l é  ne'e a s  w e l l .  T h e i r  v i s i o n  o f t e n  f a i l e d  t o '  

c o i n c i d e  wi th"  t h a t  of  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  re  f o r m e r s .  Around t he  t u r n  of 

t h e  c ' e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s . n e g l e c t e d  and  o b s c u r e  g r o u p . s c o m a  t o  h a v e  . 

l o s t  i t s  s t r i d e n c y ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  t ime,  t h a t  m a t e r n a l  f e mi n i s m was he com-  . 

i n g ' . t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  o r t h o d o x y .  Whet he r  ' wor k i ng  c l a s s  women w i l l i n g l y  

a d o p t e d  t h a t  i d e o l o g y  o r  m e r e l y  became l e s s  vo,cal  l,t i s  i mposa  i h i e  to

say.  What  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i.g t h a t  t omen of  a I I  . c l a s s e s  had a. s u h . s t a n t l a l

■ ■ ‘ . /  ; ■  ■ .i n f l u e n c e  on t h e i r  wor l d .  I nde t i d , thes.e women c r e a t e d  new n o t i o n s  of

f e m i n i n i t y  and womanhood,  many ,of which have e ndur ed  t o  t he  p r e s e n t .

As E l i z a b e t h  F o x - G e n o v e s e  h a s  w r i t t e n ,  ',’ t h e  w o r l d  we h a v e  I n h e r i t e d

c o u l d  ' no t  have  been b u i l t  w i t h o u t  t hem,  n e i t h e r  t he  bad In t h a t  wor l d
' '

n o r  t h e  g o o d . " ^  , ’ ' • '

Whi l e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  w<5men l e f t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  d i a r i e s ,  r e p o r t s ,  

and s o c i e t y  m i n u t e s  be h i n d  t hem,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  locatfi^ and . . reçon-
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X,

s t r u c t  the  o p i n i o n s  of  tl ie more e l u s i v e  wo r k i n g  cl  gas  woman. One p l a c d  

' wh^re wor k i ng  womeh d i d  - e x p r e s s  t h e i r  v i e ws  was i n  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s  -  

■pa r 1 1 c u 1 air 1 y i n  a l e a d i n g  H a l i f a x  n e w s p a p e r ,  t h e  L i b e r a l  Acad i  aP 

Re c o r d e r .  The s o c i e t y  ' column of  t i l l s  " n e ws p a p e r  o f f e r s  a m1 c r o c o s r a ’■ of  

t h e  wo ma n ' s  rr iovcmcnt  , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s h i f t  f r o m  c r i t i c a l  t o  m a t e r n a l  

- f emi n i sm. ;  "Lady J a n e , "  a c r i t i c a l  f e m i n i s t  co l umn a p p e a r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  

much o f  t he  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t he  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  had by t h e  t u r n  of  

■ ' t h e  cen t u r y  heen r e p l a c e d  by t he  m a t a r n a l  f e m i n i s m . o f  "Joan" .  Un l i ke

"Lady  J a n e " , " J o a n "  r e v e l l e d  i n  ' S o c i e t y '  b a l l s  and f a s h  f o b .  F o r  h e r ,
'  .

l i k e  t h e  l a t p r  r e f o r m e r s ,  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  embodi ed  t h e  t r u e s t  i d e a l -  

o f  wo m a h h o o d . N e w s p a p e r  c o l u m n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  o n l y  d i s p l a y  l n d i - \

' v i d u a l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  s 1 1 u a 1 1, on.s b'ut  a l s o  r e v e a l  t h e  c o l -  

l e c t i v e  ■p,irl'3e. of  s o c i e t y  o v e r  t i me .  ' t

Mi nut e  books and r e p o r t s  o'f v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s o c i e t i e . s '  -  

d e s p i t e  t h e i r  o f t e n  l i m i t e ' d  mi ddl e ,  c l a s s  v i e w p o i n t .  — o f f e r  an e q u a l l y  

’• ■ a b u n d a n t  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  One i.s o f t e . p  s t r u c k  by t h e  c a n d o u r ,

. • . p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  o f  f e m i n i s t s  who w e r e  g a i n i n g  an

i n i t i a l  f o o t h o l d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r l d .  And,  a s  w i t h  n e w s p a p e r s ,  t h e  

r e a d e r  -of t h e s e  s o u r c e s  c a n  g a i n  an i m p r e s s i o n  o f  ari e m e r g i n g  c o l - ,  

l e c t i v e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  amongs t  V i c t o r i a n  f eyVi n i . s i s . ■ ' ■ . . .

Whi l e  t he  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h i s  tLe , s l s  a r e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y

'  ^  \  .  :
Nova S c o t i a n ,  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  o f t e n  a r e  poV-•—--Sou r  ce.s r e  1 a t  i n g  t o  .

, ' ■ ' ■ ■ ‘ . ■ V ■ ' ■ . '
' -E. a s t e rn  Ca n a d a  a r.e,„s ca  r c e . .One s h o u l d  r e c o g n U z e  t h e  f a c t ’ h o w e v e r , . '

' ■ . . t h a t  Nova S c o t i a  was n e i t h e r  i s o l a t e d '  f r o m t h e  r e s t  of  Nor t h  Amer i ca ,

no r  i n d e e d  . f rom Gr ea t  B r i t a i n ,  o r  t h e - c o n t i n e p t , and t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s '

—.........  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  t h e s e  r e g i o n s  have  o f t e n  i n f l u e n c e d  Nova'  S c o t i a  as w e l l .



• \

Nov-£i ScoC.laVi womèn r e p l i c a t e d  t be  < t l i ought g  and a c t  Iona o f  women

'• . - ' . ■ ■ . 
e l s e w h e r e ^ b d t  t hey  . al so In j e c t e d  t h e i r  pwn e x p e r i e n c e s  . Into-  t he  a ha p t ng

■ of  womanhood and t h e i r  w p r I d .

Some women ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  mor e  i n f l u e n t i a l  t  h a;.n^oJ;.h e r  a . ■ In

t h i s - t h e s i s ,  I p l a c e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e m p h a s i s  on women i n  u r b a n i z e d
'  '  '  _ _  _  .  - ;  '  - ' . ^

a r e a s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  dTs i i i l s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i d e a s  o f  r u r a l
- , I*

women; n o r  does  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  l e a d  t o  t h e i r  n e g l e c t .  Rura l  women d i d

n o t  s h a r e  i n  . fhe s a m e  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  u r b a n  women ,  b u t  t h e  s t a g g e r i n g

amount  o f  o u t m i g r a t i o n  f rom r u r a l  t o  u r ban  a r e a s  made r u r a l  r e p r c a e n f a - . ,

t i o n  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  urfi'an'  . l i f e  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  of  t h i s  tho. s I s  as

w e l l . ' • . , ■ ‘ .
J • .

C h a n g i n g  d e m o g r a p h i c  p a t t e r n s ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  f a c t o r y  wo r k  and 

s w e a t s h o p  l a b o u r ,  and t he  i m p a c t  of  u r b a n i  za t I o n  and I n d u s t r i a l i s m  on 

p r e v a i l i n g  s t anda - r ds  o f  m q r , a l l t y ,  a l l  a f f e c t e d  Nova Scot  t an  women -  and. 

many w e r e  a g i t a t e d  e n o u g h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  In r e f o r m  m e a s u r e s .  Not  

s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  wqmen r e f o r m e r s  .of t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a ,  l i k e ,  t h e i r  m a l e  

c o u n t e r p h r  t s , e x l j l b i t e / h a  t r e me n d o u s  b e l i e f  1n t h e  power  of  c l  en ce to 

b r i n g  a b o u t  . s o c i a l . r e g e n e r a t i o n .  ' Thé p r e s ' l d e n t  o f  t he  T r e s b y  t e  r I ;in 

Church Women's F o r e i g n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y  -  a Mrs.  Dodge -  comment.ed In 

1898 t h a t  .

•' , 3 I I  t h e  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  wor l d  a r e  moving t o w a r d s  t he  conouro-
m a t l o n  o f  [ t h e  L o r d ' s ]  . work .  A l l  t h e  ^p-m-mph*na l i a  of,  
m o d e r n  s e l e n c q  a r e  a c e e - s s o r i e s  t o w a r d s  t h i s  e n d ;  t e l e -  
plrones, '  t e . l e g r a p h s ,  s u b m a r i n e  c a b l e s ,  s t e a m ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,

' r a p i d  t r a n s i t ,  a r e  a l l  b r i n g i n g  t h e  w' or ld  n e a r e r  t o  ■ ,
C h r i s t . ■ . ; ' ' ".

- Al t hough  Dodge s poke  o n l y  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e n s e ,  h e r  words'  c o u l d  have
. ■ ■■ I ' ■ . -V*.

a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r o l e  of  s c i e n c e ,  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of  s o c i e t y .  ' Sc i ence  and



t e c h n o l o g y  I t  wao .hoped w o u l d  b r . l n g ' à  h i g h e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  a l l  maq

' ■  ■■ '  . . :  ■ ■
• and ’womankind. ' ^ . , ^ ...

• ■■■■■.  • • ■ /  ' : '. ■* ,, ■ \  ^
Co n c o mi t a n t  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  f j c l e nc e ^  VI c t r r r i a n  men and women

a d v o c a t e d  r a t i o n a l -  apd o r d e r l y  a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l  a s p e c t s  Q,f V i c t o r i a n '  

' l i f e , -  r a n g i n g  f r om t r a d e  and commerce  t o  p e r s o n a l  "behav i our .  Re f o r me r s  

a i med a t  es  t a b l l s h i ' n g  an e q u i l i b r i u m  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  s e x u a l i t y ,  i n  b o d i l y  

h e a l t h  and h y g i e n e ,  i n  p e r s o n a l  and c l a s s  r e l  a f i o . n p h i p s , and i n  i n t è l -  

 ̂ l e c t u a l  and  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  E x c e s s e s  o f  a n y  s o r t , r e f o r m e r s  b e -  

M ë v e d ,  w e r e  d ' e . t r i m e n t a l  t o ' w o m ç n ,  t o  f u t u r e ' g e n e r a t i o n s ,  ^and t o  

s o c i e t y .  ' ' -According t o  t h i s  e a r l y  f e m i n i s . t , t h e o r y , r a t i o n a l i t y ,  o r d e r ,  - 

and s c i e n t i f i c  p. rogres-s c ou l d  c r e a t e  t h e  h i g h e s t  form o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

p' oss ible, .  • N i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f e m i n i s m ,  a s  W i l l i a m  Leach has  a r g u e d ,  

t h u s  ca n  be v i e w e d  " a s  a m u l t i f a r i o u s  n e t w o r k  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and 

; a p p a r a t u s e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  an e g a l i t a r i a n  i d e o l o g y  d e t e r m i n e d  and 

l i m i t e d  by ‘i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t r i x  and t h a t  a t t e m p t e d ;  i n  i t s  own r i g h t  

. t o . j s h a p e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  h f s t . o r i c a l  con . d i t i . onp , . "  In  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  

. d e f i n e  ' t h e i r  wo r l d  and t h e i r  womanhood^ f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  g a i n e d  s h o r t  

t e r m  r e s u l t s .  But  a s  t h e i r  t h e o r i e s  e v o l v e d  f r o m  à c r i t i c a l  p e r ­

s p e c t i v e  t o  a m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  one ,  . ' r e f o r m e r s  l o s t . t h p  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

a c h i e v e  a f u n d a m e n t a l  r e o r d e r i n g ,  o f  s o c i e t y .  . . ’ •

. This,  t h e s i s  e x a mi n e s  t h i s ,  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  metamorphos i - s  

f r o m . c r i t i c a l ;  t o  m a t e r n a l ,  f e m i n i s m  i n  -a n u m b e r  o f . d i f f e r e n t ,  w a y s ,  

f i r s t ,  i t  s t u d i e s  t h o s e  women who t h r o u g h o u t  th.e l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h
: . . , ■ ' . . . .  ' ' ' ■ ' l \ .

c ç n t u r y  had a v o i d e d  s h a r p  . s.o.cial:  c r i t i c i s m  -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  whos’e 

p r i ma r y ,  i n t e r e s t  ..lay i n  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  r e f o r m  op i n  C h r i s t i a n  r e g e n e r a - . '  

t i o n  -  but-- whq w e r e  n o n e t h e l e s s  d e s i r o u s  o f  p a r t a k i n g  i n  new educa- - .

■■ 7
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■ t l o n n l  o p p a r t i i a i t i e s  and e a g e r  t o  p a s s  t l i e l r  knowlccigo .on t o  .women nf

a.l .1 c l  a s  s es-. , O f t e n  t h e s e  women vi ncl e t g  t  ood t h e  t heq\ in 1! t i e s  ' t h a t

s t emmed f rom tlie c h a n g i n g  work wo r l d  and t r i e d  to add re.as and remedy

t h i s  j-tnbal ance. '  But  1-ncre.as 1 ngl  y t h e y -  F e a r e d  . s o c i a l  d 1 .seqn I 1 l h r 1  urn.

Growing cla.gs conf  1 l e t  - and t h r e a t ’s, t o  r a c i a l  b a l a n c e  tlihi accompani ed

t u r n  of  the.  c e n t u r y  i  m m 1 g r  a 1 1 on l e d  t l ie. se women t.o , r e t r e . a t .  t n -'a

c o m f o r t a b l e  m a t e r n a l  p o s i t i o n .  H e r e a f t e r  t h e s e  r e f o r m e r s " p r o m o t e d

m o t h e r h o o d  and  w i f e h o o d  a s  t h e  g o a l  f o r  a l l  \ ) omen  , -ad | us  t  1 ng t h o l . r

r e f o r m  agenda  ' t o r e f l e c t  t h i s  new, ob!ect1VQ. _

Second,  I t  . s t u d i e s  a s i m i l a r  t r a n s i t i o n  In t he  work wor l d .  Here

t o o ,  b o t h  r e f o r m e r s  and f e ma l e  wo r k e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  ' m o r e ■c r l t i r n l  p e r -

s pe . c t i ve .  By ' t h e  t u r n '  o f  ' the c e n t u r y  t h e y  had s u b s t i t n t e d  a mpt ebna l

f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y  f p f  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  . c r i t i c a l  v i e w p o i n t ’. - In t he  a r ea ,  of

work,  t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t  of  t h i s ' n a  r r owed  pe r . spec t  1 ve meant  more t han the

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  w i f e  and mo t h e r .  I t  a l s o  meant  -a - d I m 1nI s be d

s e n s e  o f  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h ,  c o - w o r k e r s ,  and  an end  t o .d em a nd s f o r w a g e.

p a r i t y  and s e x u a l  e q u a l !  t y  w i t h  men.  - Thus  t i h r ough  t h e nc cc p t a n c e of .

■ ■■

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m ,  women wer e  r e l e g a t e d  t o  a margl  na 1 Ihed .|.bh market ' .  

From t h é  p e r i p h e r y  of  t h e  empl oyment  wp f l d ,  women c.ompeted a g ; i l n s t  each 

o t h e r  fo' r s u b o r d l p a t e  po. s i t . i ons ,  w h i l e  male  w o r k e r s , w i t h  t h e i r  .se.l f -  

s t y ' f ed  mascul i ne . , '  hus inc.g. s , and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  acumen f o r ged  ahead In 

y / .  . p o s i t i o n s  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  'llie e v o l u t i o n  of  t he  - t e a c h i n g  p r o f  es.s I o n , 

f o r  e x a mp l e ,  c l e a r ï y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom a c r i t i c a l  s t a n c e  

. t o  .a l i m i t e d  m . a t e r n a l  p o s i t i o n .  Te.a.che r s  1 n t h y  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  

n i n Gt e e n ”t h  c e n t u r y  wer e  exposed t o  t h e  p u b l i c  . wor l d  of  newsjlape.r.  c.r 11-.  

Ic.i'sra, c r i t i c i s m  o r  s u p p o r t  f rom t a x p a y e r s , and p r o f  o.s.s 1 oria ! a t t i t u d e s - .



o f  t h e i r  male, pefers^^ Female,  t e a c h e r s  were  a b l e  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  an e g a l i ­

t a r i a n  p o s i t i o n  which s u p p o r t e d  e q u a l i t y  In  wages f o r  men and women and 

p r omot e d  a s o l l da r l . t . y  and a new p r o f e s s l c l n a l '  s e n s i b i l i t y  amongs t  a l l  

t e a c h e r s .  Wi th t he  t u r n  of  t he  c e p t u r y  . r e t r e a t  t o  m a t e r n a \  f e m i n i s m ,  

h o w e v e r ,  f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  f o u n d  t h a t  n o t i o n s  o f  wojnan'b- ' s u p e r i o r '

-n u r t n r I  n g a b i l i t y  l i m i t e d  t h e m , t o  t e a c h i n g  . I q we r  g r a d e ' s ,  w h i l e  ma l e  

t e a c h e r s  adv-anced t o  b e t t e r  p a y i n g  p o s i t i o n s  b o t h  i n  t e a c h i n g  h i g h  

. .school and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  ' ■ .

I n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s  a.s w e l l  women r e f o r m e r s ,  moved f r ô ' m. a  

c r i t i c a l  t o  a m a t e r n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  and c o n t r i b u t e d  to t he  m a r g i n a l i z a ­

t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  a t h l e t l c . s  a f t e r '  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  E a r l y  

V i c t o r i a n  . spor t  r e f o r m e r s  a r gupd t h a t  womeh and men nee de d  t o  m a i n t a i n '  ' 

a b a l a n c e  betw.een.  b r a i n  wo r k  and  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e -  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  

r e f o r me r ' s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  women would n o t  on l y  have  '1 m,proved good h e a l t h  

b u t  t h . a t  I d e a l s  of  g r a c e . f u l  f e m i n i n i t y  and  woman 1 I n  e s  s w o u l d - b e  

e n h a n c e d  by p h y . g l c a l  . e x e r c i s e .  By t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  . 

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r i s e .  I n  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t e a m  s p o r t s  a nd  b i c y c l i n g ,  

women s p o r t  r e f o r m e r s  p r omot e d  s p o r t s  and a t h l e t 1 c . p a r t  1 cl  p a t l o n  In  a . 

d 1 f f G r e n t . manner .  They a r g u e d  t h a t  . spor t s  such as  e kce . s s l ve  h i c y  cl i -ng 

wer e  h a z a r d o u s  t o  a woman' s  m o r a l i t y  and r e p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a b i l i t y ,  and . 

th.at  male  d o m i n a t e d  s p o r t s  wer e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  c o m p e t i — , 

t l v e  and v i o l e n t .  ï j por t . s  r e f o r m e r s ,  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

e v e n t u a l l y  r e d e f i n e d  wcrraen' s s p o r t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  and 

. ma t e r n a l  p o t e n t i a l  became more h i g h l y  v a l u e d  t han  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t y .  I n  

s p o r t s ,  a s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  d i d  

c r e a t e  s h o r t  t e r m ga^ns  -  In' t h i s  case,  c . r e a t l n g  s p o r t s  t h a t  wer e  e x c l u ' -



s L v e l y  f e ma l e  -  but '  In t h e  l ong  run t h e  d e mi s e  of t he  . e a r l i e r  c r I t  l ea l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  meant  t h a t  womenhs a t h l e t i c s  l o s t  more t ha n  t he y  g a i n e d .

- I t  I s  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  s e x u a l i t y  and t h e  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n  

b e t we e n  men and .women Chht the  deml . se o f  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c r l  t I c.at 

. f e mi n i s m can be most- c l e a r l y  s een .  h a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  women were  

ad am a n t  a b o u t  t he  need f o r  h q v i a l i t y  i n  a l l  a . spec t s  of  t h e  . sexual  . r e l a ­

t i o n .  They - . advocated n n a t i o n a l  u t i l i t a r i a n  cl ress  -  one t h a t  d i d  not
. '  - . ■ » , - ' 

depend on mal e  a d m i r a t i o n  -  an end -to t he  d o u h l e  . s t andard  of  m o r a l i t y
'

f o r  men and women,  and .an e g a l i t a r i a n  a p p r o a c h  t o  m a r r i a g e .  . S i m i l a r l y

t h e s e  r e f o r m e r s  a t t a c k e d  g r o w i n g  m a t e r i a l i s m  a n d  c o n s u m e r i s m .
- . ♦ - , .

. Reformer s  d r oppe d  t h i s  l i n e  of  c r i t i c a l . I n q u i r y  a f t e r  t h e  t u rn of  t he  ^  

. c e n t u r y  a nd  a c c e p t e d  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  a s  t h e  p r o m j n c n t  o r t h o d o x y .  

A f t e r  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  d e b a t e  a b o u t  s e x u a l i t y  d e g e n e r a t e d  , f n I o  a d i s ­

c o u r s e  abou t ;  t he  p r a c t i c a l  and a c c e p t a b l e  means to. e n s n a r e  a hus band ,  

■the u l t i m a t e  o b j e c t i v e  o f  m a t e r n a l  femini . s - t  i d e o l b g y .  ■ '

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  women 

m a i n t a i n e d  ah' i n t e r e s t  i n  po 1 i  t  i  ca  1. a f f a I r.s. A g i t a t i o n  f o r  . s u f f r age  

i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  1890' .s.  Backed e . s p e c i a l l y  by t h e  ' I n f l u e n t i a l  Women's 

Ch r  i s  t  I an  I'era pe ' r a i i ce  U n i o n  o f  Nova .Scot  1 a , '"■su f f r a g l  s t.s e n j o y e d ,  a 

w i d e n  i ng b a s e  o f - p o b ! . l c  s u p p o r t . -  P e t i t i o n . - :  t'o t h e  l e g i . s l a t u r e  w e r e  

. ' f r e q u e n t  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e r e  h i g h .  I n  1895 a H a l l , f a x  m u n i c i p a l -  

e l e c t ,  i o n  d e mon s t  r a  t e d  t h a t  wome n ' s  . supppr . t  c r o s s e d - c l a s s  l l n e . s ,  and 

o v e r  1 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p l e  s i g n e d  a p r o - s u f f r a g e  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  .was p r e . s en t ed  to 

t h e  Nova S c o t . l a  l e g i s l a t u r e .  W h i l e  t h e s e  e a r l y  s u f f r a g i s t s  u s e d  

v ' a r i o u s  a r g u m e n t s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  d e m a n d s ,  m o s t  n o t  o n l y  wa n t e d -  

e q u a l  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  bu t  a l s o  demanded - e c o n o mi c  e q u a l i t y  wi t h  men.-

1 0



A^t o r  Clie t g r n  of  t he  c e n t u r y ,  howe ve r ,  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  and e g ^ l I t a r i a n  

p e r o p e c t l v e  na r r o we d  as . nu f f r a f î l s t s -  a d o p t e d  ’a mat erna] ,  f e m i n i s t  pos ' l -  

• t l on ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  A t t o r n e y ’ Gene r a l  J ames  W l l h e r f o r c e  Longle'y,
• I .  ‘

t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t he  a n t l - s u f  fr<?Re f o r c e s .  H e r e a f t e r  s u f f r a g i s t s  a r gued  

t h a t  wo me n ' s  n u r t u r i n g  q u a l i t i e s  wo u l d  be i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  g r a d u a ‘1

c i v i l i s a t i o n  of  p o l i t i c s .  ■ Thi s  m a t e r n a l  i d e o l o g y  p e r h a p s  a s s i s t e d  t he
, » , . 

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  qu f f c a g e  , t h o u g h  many h a v e  a r g u e d  t j i a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f

s u f f r a g e s  w’a s ' a  .po.l i t  i ca  1 l y ,  o x p e d  i  en t move  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t l i e  g o v e r n ­

ment .  Wha t eve r  t he  r e a s o n s  f o r  i t s  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  h o we v e r ,  s u f f r a g e  by 

i t s e l f  r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  a - m i n o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  o b i e c t i v e s  o f  

e a r l i e r  c r i t i c a l  f e m i n i s t s . "  ‘ ■

I t  I s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  s p e c u l a t e '  on t h e  v i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  - e a r l y  

V i c t o r i a n  r e f o r m e r s  p r o j e c t e d - .  Whi l e  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  s u h t l  e ■ nu a n c e s  

and d i f f e r e n c e s  c h a r a . c t e r - i z e d  each ,  w o m a n ' s  o p i n i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t ,  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  h e l d  an i d e a l i z e d  d r eam of  a. f u t u r e ' 

" c o o p e r a t i v e  commonweal  t l i ." They b e l i e v e d  i n  a wha t  m i g h t  be t e r me d  a 

' Be 11 a my i  t  e ' v i s i o n  o f  a w o r l d ,  w h e r e  m o d e r n  s c i e n t . i - f i c  ' and t e c h ' f i o -  

l o g i c p l  a d v a n c e me n t s ,  a b e n e v o l e n t  s t a t e ,  and '  a p h i l a n t h r o p i c  minded 

c i t - i z e n r y ' w o u l d  combi ne  w i t h  t he  h i g h l y  c i v i l  i z e d  n a t u r e  of  l a t e  n i n e ­

t e e n t h  c e n t J i r y  man t o  for-m a u t o p i a n  and c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y .  . J u s t  a s  

Kdward Be l l amy had i m p l i e d  i n  h i s  u t o p i a n  t r e a t i s e  Looki ng  B a c k w a r d s , 

■ n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  m i g h t  a c h i e v e  ' s o c i a l i s m  ' w i t h o u t  

S o c i a l i s m . ' .  B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  11,1s o f  s o c i e t y ,  c o u l d  be ove r come  w i t h  

a l i t t l e  good  w i l l  and  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  t h e s e  e a r l y  r e f o r m e r s  

f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a c r i t i q u é  t h a t  c h a ' l l e nge d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c -  

'cn.r e . ' C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  t h e .  r i s e  o f  . t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e y

I 1



f ound  i n  Che I d e o l o g y  of  m a t e r n n i  Ceni lnl sm t he  - p r omi s e  of  cfnt ck "shor t  

"terra s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  'women q u e s t i o n ' ,  o n l y  to" l o s e  t h e  p o s a t b i l l t y  of

7 . *
more Ea r - r e q ' c h i ng  change.  ,

/

/

/
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c e n t e r s  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  j u s t  what" i s , a  ' r a d i c a l '  o r t h o d o x y .  I 
w Oil Id s u g g e s t  t h a t  ' s u f f r a g e  a s  a . s p e c i f i c  g o a l  i s  no t  p a r t i c u l a r s ^

, l y  r a d i c a l ;  I t  does  not  c h a l l e n g e  the  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  
i t  s e r v e s  .o n ly  to  g a i n  a s p e c i f i c ' p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e . '  Of cou rse  
.some h i s t o r i a n s  argue t h a t  i n  terms o f  the  V i c t o r i a n  c o n s t r a i n t s  

' ■ any movement tow ards  the ppblic'^spherç  was r a d i c a l .  However,  the  
t h e s i s  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  e a r l y  f e m i n i s t s  had g o a l s  t l iat  were more 
f a r  r e a c h i n g  t h a n  mere  ' s u f f r a g e . .  S e e  A i l e é n  K r a d i t q r ,  Up f ro m  
t h é  P e d e s t a l , ( C h i c a g o :  Q u a d r a n g l e  B o o k s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  and E l l e n  .
Du B o i s , "The R a d i c a l i s r a ’o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement.:  N o t e s  
Toward ' t h e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  F e m i n i s m " ,  
F e m i n i s t  S t u d i e s , 3 : l / .2  ( F a l l  Î975) ,  pp. ’63-71 fo r  the  v i e w  that.  . 
t h i s  movement  o u t  of  t h e  home and away from t h e  f a m i l y  was a
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r a d i c a l  d e p a r t u r e .  See  W i l l i a m  L e a c h ,  T r u e  Love and P e r f e c t  
U n i o n  and  C h r i s t o p h e r  L a s c h ,  I'he Mew R a d i c a l  I s m In  A m e r i c a ,
( 1889-19()3)  The I n t e l  l e c t u a l  as a S o c i a l  T y p e , (New' York:  A l f r e d  
A. Knopf ,  1966) f o r  o p i n i o n s  more l ike,  my own. See ' Ml a l n e  Les I a w ' 
S i l v e r m a n ,  " R e f o r m  as  a Means  o f  S o c i a l  C o n t r o l :  . T h e o d o r e  
R o o s e v e l t  and Women' s  S u f f r a g e . " ' ,  At  1 a n t i s  , 2: 1 ( F a l l  1976) , '  pp.  
2 2 - 3 5  w h e r e  s u f f r a g e  I s  s e e n  as  ' y e t  a n o t h e r  t o o l  o f  s o c i a l  and 

. p o l i t i c a l  c o h t r o l  I n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  m a l e s . "  'Wendy 
M i t c h e ' n s o n ,  "A S t u d y  i n  N i n e t e e n t h  Ce n t u . r y  F e m i n i s m '  . In A Not  

■ U n r e a s  e n a b l e  C l a i m  , Women and '.Re f o r m  In  C a n a d a ,  1 8 8 0 s -  19 2 0s  , 
L i n d a  K e a l y  (ed ( T o r o n t o  : Woman' s  Pr e s s - ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  a l s o  has -  a 
m o r e  n a r r o w  v i e w  o f  t h e '  f e m 1 n 1 .s t . p o s l f l o n '  t h a n '  ni a y h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e . - .

h .  E l i z a b e t h  Fox- Ge nove s e ,  " P l a c i n g  Women's H i s t o r y  In H i s t o r y " ,  New
L e f t  Review-,  No. 133 (May/Jnn.e 1982) ,  pp. .5-29. . . '

5. T w e n t y  S e c o n d  A n n u a l  R e p o r t , P r e s b y t e r i a n  W.p.M.S.- ( H a l i f a x ,  
1 8 9 8 ) , - p p .  1 5 - 1 6 .  See  a l s o  t h e  f i r s t  t wo  c h a p t e r s  o f  Ram.se y 
Cook,  The R e g e n e r a t o r s ,  ( T o r o n t o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f - T o r o n t o  l (_ress , '  
1985).  Cook d e . s c r l b e s  a t t i t u d e s -  s i m i l a r  t o  Hodge' s hut- r e s t r l c t . s  
h i s  e mp h a s i s  to t h e  r e l i g i o u s  I n f l u e n c e s  of  t he  day.  '

6 . L e a q h , True  Love and P e r f e c t  Union,  p.  9.  ' ' '

7.  E d w a r d  B e l l a m y ,  L o o k i n g  B a c k w a r d  : A k o ma n o e  o f  . 2 000  A-U- ■
(London;  Ward,  Lock & Company' ,  ' 1887 ( r ep- )  1921).  "Doe.stl cks ' ' ,  n 
w r i t e r . f o r  t h e  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  c o m m e n t e d  I n  18,90 t h a t  e v e n  IP 
t h e  s o c i e t y  d e s c r i b e d  I n  Bel 1 amy-'s ’ book d i d  not  ' evolve tlie r e  was

. no d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  wo u l d  be 
b e t t . e . r e d  and  I n d e e d  a l r e a d y  ha d  b e g u n  t o  I m p r o v e .  "The r e a l  

. p r o d u c e r s  o f  w e ' a l t h  are .  n o t  and n C v e r  had  b e e n  r e w a r d e d  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  whi ch t he  h e a v e n - b o r n  l aws  " of  J u s t i c e  demands . ” Severa. l  
y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  s ame  n e w s p a p e r  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  b n  t he  co l  l a p s e  of  

. an e x p e r i m e n t a l  h o u s k e e p l n g  c o - o p e r a t i v e  i n  D e c a t u r ,  l l l l r i o l . s .  
W h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  B e l l a m y ' s  b o o k  had, -won many c o n v e r t . s  t o  
S o c i a l i s m ,  t h e . e d i t o r i a l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  book  i g n o r e d  b o t h  human 
n a t u r e  and . é c o n o m i e  r e a l i t i e s -  S t i l l ,  some  p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  

' t h e i r  q u e s t  f o r  v a r i o u s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  of.  U t o p i a . ’- F o r  e x a m p l e  
Rev.  A. pa nd 1 e r  I n  .a d i s c o u r s e  e n t i t l e d ,  " C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  t.sm" 
f e l t  t h a t  i f  t h e  p o o r  t u r n e d  t o  C h r i s t  t h e y  w o u l d  g i v e  up t h e  
v i c e s  t h a t  caused  t h e  mos t  e x t r e m e  p o v e r t y  and - c o n s e q u e n t l y  the  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o o r  w o u l d , i mp  r o v e  , and  t h e y  w o u l d  " c e a s e  t o  b o ­
u n d e r  t h e  h e e l  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s o r  and usur e r . ' -  . F u r t h e r m o r e  i f  t he  
wea l  t h y  a c c e p t e d  Ch r i s  t t hey '  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t ' t h e i r  r i c h e s  
wer e  t o  he s h a r e d .  "The t i m e  w i l l  come when i t  w i l l  .be r e g a r d  e'd 
a d i s g r a c e  t o  be  a . m i l l i o n a i r e . "  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r ^  A u g u s t  2,  
-1890,. Augu.st 8 , 1893,  November  20,  1899.  - - ' -
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CHAPTER ONE

"The I n t e l l e c t u a l  Sinhere o f  Women R efo rm ers  
I n  V ic t o r ia n  Nova S c o t ia :  From E n lig h te n e d -  A d v e n tu r e r s

■ t o  M a te r n a l M ls a l'o n a r le a ”

' Ta t e  Vi lnête.enth c e n t u r y  changes  . i n  - r e l i g i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  paved 

t he  way f o r  women t o  e n t e r  t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e .  C o n t e m p o r a r y ’ r e l i g i o u s  

t h o u g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  g o s p e l ,  t a u g h t  t h a t ’ s a l v a t i o n  

c o u l d  be g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  go o d  w o r k s  o f  m a n k i n d .  In.  a d d i t i o n ,  

i mp r o v e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  g a g e  "middl e  c l a s s  women t h e  a b i l i t y  

t o  make i n t e l l i g e n t  c h o i c e s  a b o u t  l i f e  a t  home and  i n  t h e i r  w o r l d - '  

These  e d u c a t e d  women a t  once  hoped,  t o  e s c a p e  Che e n n u i  of  a c o n s t r a i n e d  

home l i f e , and worked t o  o v e r c o me  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e ' s i d e - e f f e ç t . s  o f  modern

c a p i t a l i s m .  As t h e y  pushed i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e ' t h e y  became more and

' ■ \  ' . - 
mo r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d  and

s ough  t . a c r i t i c a l  pe  r s  pe,c t  i  ve  t h p  t  w o u l d  make  r e f o r m  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y  p o s s i b l e .  . Re f o r me r s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e f i n e  a f o i e  f o r  women i n  

t h e  r e f o r i j i a t l o n  o f  s o c i e t y .  Hu t ,  u n a b l e  t o ,  t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  c l a s s  

b a c k g r o u n d s ,  t hey ,  r e l i e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  up.on a.  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n -  

'By - t h e  t u r n  o f  t he  cP.ntury ' t h e s e  'Nova S c o t i a  women were'  a p o l o g i z i n g  f o r  

t h e i r  p u b l i c  i n v o l v e m e n t .  R a t h e r '  t h a n  d e m a n d i n g  r e f o r m s  t h a t  w o u l d  

c h a l l e n g e  t h é  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r d e r  and e x p o s e  t h e  r o o t s  of  s o c i a l - i n e q u a l ­

i t i e s ,  women r a t i o n a l i z e d  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  r e f o r m  as  a n a t u r a l  

■ e x t e n s i o n  o f  wo ma n ' s  s p é c i a l  m a t e r n a l  q u a l i t i e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  women ' s  p l a c e  i n  - s o c i e t y  -  i n d e e d  t h e  

v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  ' s o c i a l  r e f o r m  i m p u l s e  -  w o u l d  be s e r i o u s l y  

a f f e c t e d .  ' ;
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The o p e n i n g  'of common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n ,  and s u b s e q u e n t  I y hlgh.er  

e d u c a t ' l o n  t o  women ,  was  o n e  o f  t h e  c a t a l y s t s  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  women t o  

move I n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  domai n .  In  1826 Mary o f  P I c t o u  wr o t e  :i

l e t t e r  to a H a l i f a x  n e w s p a p e r  d e c r y i n g  t h e  l a c k  of  h i g h e r  . e d u c a t I o n  f o r  

Nova S c o t i a n  women. The I n f e r i o r  . t r e a t m e n t  o f  women,  she f e l t ,  coul d  

n o t  "be  f r o m  a ' c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  we a r e  ' d e f e c t i v e  In I n t e l l e c t . "  

R a t h e r  Mar y  f e l t  t h a t  women had  "a c a p a c i t y  o f  I m p r o v e m e n t  i n  

s c i e n t i f i c  a t t a i n m e n t s .  We c a n n o t  s u p p o s e  f o r  a mo me n t  t h a t  s u c h  

power s  of  mind would be c o n f e r r e d  upon more t h a n  h a l f  of  the.  human race  

f o r  no goo^ pu r pos e . "  I mpr ove d  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  women woiild 

e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  . d e t e c t  t h e  " w o r t h i e s  .s v i l l a i n "  who po.s s c-s s ed on l y  a

p l e a s i n g  m a n n e r ,  a n d  a s  m o t h e r s ,  t o  t e a c h  c h i l d r e n .  I n  t h e  p u b l i c

■ ■ . 
r e a l m ,  Mary c o n t i n u e d ,  I mpr oved  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  would ' e n a b l e

women t o  . a l l e v i a t e  o r  p r e v e n t  human m i s e r y .  Mary s t r e s s e d  t h a t  she  was

S p e a k i n g  n e i t h e r  o f  common s c h o o l s ,  whe r e  "a s l i g h t  n o t i o n  of  some of

t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e s  of  e d u c a t i o n "  m l g h t . b e  o b t a l n ' e d , . no r  of  e s t a b l  I s h -

m.ents d e s i g n e d  s o l e l y  t o ' e n h a n c e  womanly ' g r a c e s .  "In t h e s e  pi  a ce.s we

l e a r n  t o  a c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  a m a c h i n e ,  w h i l e  t h e  r a t i o n a l  p a r t  o f  o u r

n a t u r e  I s  l e f t  a m o r a l  ,w 1 1 d e r  h e s .s , f i t .  o n l y  f o r  t h e  ha u  n t .9 o f u n r u l  y

p a s s i o n s  a nd 1 n.s a 1 1 a bl~Q d eô 1 r  e s ' . . .  I; am o f .o p I n 1 on. t h . a t  e x c e l l i n g  Ip

t h i s  way t e n d s  t o  w i t h d r a w  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  f rom t h o s e  t h i n g s  which wou|d

be d e c i d e d l y  v a l u a b l e . "  .Mary ba.sed h e r  demands  on " n a t u r a l  r l g h t ( s ) "

when s h e  a d v o c a t e d  t h a t '  w o m e n ' b e  e d u c a t e d  t o  t h e  a c a d e m y ,  o r  h i g h

. school  l e v e l  - .

Whi l e  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  t h e ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  o f  women s t a r t e . d  e a r l y  In ' ' the,

c e n t u r y  I t  was s l ow t o  become a commonpl ace  o c c u r a n c e .  In 1861,  Alex
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P o r r e a t e r , ■ t h e  Novo S c o t i a  S upe r i n t e nde n t ;  oE -EducaticSrt a d v o c a t e d  common 

s c h o o l s  c l a i m i n g  t h . a t  " e v e r y  c h i l d  b o r n  i n  a p r o f e s s e d l y  C h r i s t i a n  

c o u n t r y  p o s s e s s e s  an i n d e f e a s i b l e  r i g h t  t o  a common s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n " .  

By 187 4,  ' i n  an a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  T e a c h e r ’s A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Rev.  . 0 -  B. 

P l t b l a d o  c o m m e n t e d  " t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  s h o c k i n g  t o  t h e  t a s t e ,  and 

' p e r h a p s  « i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  m o r a l s  t o  h a v e  t h e  h i g h  and l o w  m i x i n g  

t o g e t h e r , ' '  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s  n o n e t h e l e s s  n e e d e d  - t o  be e d u c a t e d .  An 

e d i t o r i a l  In t h e  Ac a d i a n  Re c o r d e r  i n  1879 r a i s e d  new e d u c a t i o n a l  c on ­

c e r n s -  I t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  ' t h a t  no l o n g e r  was  t h e  m a l e  i n t e l l e c t  

c o n s i d e r e d  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  f e ma l e ;  r a t h e r  t h e  m a j o r  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  day 

was w h e t h e r  c o - e d u c a t i o n  o f  o l d e r  boys  a n d  g i r l s  was  p r o p e r  and 

■f eas i b l e .  The a r t i c l e  n o t e d  w i t h  a p p r o v a l  t h a t  t h e  Lord Bi shop  of  Nova 

S c o t i a  " y t h o , w i l l  no t  be c h a r g e d  w i t h  a l e a n i n g  t owar d  r a d i c a l i s m  s t a t e d  

. ..  a t  K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e ,  W i n d s o r ,  t h a t  he was  e n t i r e l y  i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  

a d m i s s i o n  of  young women t o  t h e  DnTv*ers,LCy’.'- The e d i t o r i a l  commended 

t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  a n d  n o t e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  " b e n e f i c i a l  

I n f l u e n c é [ a j " t h a t  m i g h t  o c c u r .  E d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s  . would i mpr ove .  

' For boys ,  " i t  would be i n t o l e r a b l e  t o  be. c o n v i c t e d  of  s t u p i d i t y  i n  t he  

p r e s e n c e  o f  l a d i e s . "  E q u a l l y ,  g i r l s  w o u l d  h a v e  a " k e e n  s p u r  t o  t h e i , r  

a m b i t i o n "  as tlie.y a t t e m p t e d  t,o d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e q u a l i t y .  

Wi th e x c e p t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t  e d u c a t i o n ,  where  young women wer e  of  n e c e s ­

s i t y  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  t h e  s e x e s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 

s e p a r a t e d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r p u r p o s e .  Common b o a r d i n g ’ s c h o o l s ,  t h e  

e d i t o r i a l  f e l t ,  c a us e d  " m i s c h i e f "  -  r u l e s  c o u l d  be b r o k e n ,  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

young men made,  and.  " h o r r i b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s "  e n s u e .  E i t h e r  t o t a l  w i t h ­

d r a w a l  f rom t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  o r  f r e e  and u n c o n s t r a i n e d  "J n t e r a c t l o n
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w e r e  p r e f e r a b l e  modes  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I q d e e d  t h e r e  w e r e  p a r t l c \ t l a r  • 

b e n e f i t s  whi ch mi g h t  e ns ue '  f rom a fre' e m i n g l i n g  of  t h e  s e x e s . ’ “Yoving 

men a r e  l i a b l e  t o  grow b o o r i s h ,  vvt lgar ,  and r a k i s h , when l e f t  t o  t h e m­

s e l v e s .  Young l a d i e s  h u s t l e d  t o g e t h e r , i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  n b o a r d i n g '  

s c h o o l  a r e  a p t  t o  grow e f f e m i n a t e ,  mawki sh  and s e n t  i me n t a  I ." ' Women, 

t h e  p a p e r  p r e d i c t e d ,  w o u l d  s o o n  c o m p e t e  on e q u a l  t e r m s  f o r  a c a d e m i c  

. h o n o r s . ’ . . ' . . .■

O l d e r  b i a s e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w e r e  d i f f i c v i l t  t o  e r a d i c a t e . -  I n  18 75,  

t h e  Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  gave  a s a t i s f i e d  s iglv wheh i t  commented on r e c e n t

■ s c h o o l  e x a m i n a t i o n s . '  "We w e r e  g l a d  t h a t . \ o m j / o f  t he  young l a d l e s  were,  

n o t  q u i t e  a t  home on t h e  g e o m e t r i c a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  f o r  no y o u n g . w o m e n  

s h o u l d  s t u d y  s u c h  t h i n g s . "  ■ A f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1880,  h o w e v e r , - 1 t

, p r a i s e d  Mi ss  A. Mary C l a y t o n ,  an empl oyee  o f  t h e  f i r m  C l a y t o n  and S o n s , ,  

who had  r e c e i v e d  -a d i p l o m a  f r o m  t h e  H a l i f a x  B u s i n e s s  C o l l e g e .  The 

s e c o n d  f e m a l e  g r a d u a t e ,  C l a y t o n  was  " a n o t h e r  p r o o f  t h a t  women a r e

■ c a p a b l e  of  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  me n t a l  t r a i n i n g  when p l a c e d  in compé­

t i t i o n  w i t h  men." But  t h e  b e l i e f  i n .  f e m a l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  

s t i l l  o f t e n  a p p e a r e d .  A. H. M o r r i s o n ,  i n  an a r t i c l e  i n  Ca n a d i an Mnga-  

zjln_e_, c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  f i n e r  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  s e x  w o u l d  be l o s t  i f  

women p e r s i s t e d .  In e n t e r i n g  " o f f i c e s ,  e m o l u m e n t s , and p r o f e s s i o n s  f o r  

w h i c h ,  a s  a r u l e ,  ( t h e y ]  a r c  n o t  f i t t e d  e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  

m e n t a l l y . " ^ . . ' • '  . '

' I f  women were  ' becoming more  e d u c a t e d  and more k n o w l e d g a b l e  abou t  

t h e  w o r l d  o u t s i d e . t h e  h o me ,  c h u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  

w o r r i e d  a b o u t  what  e f f e c t s  t h e i r -  movement  i n t o  t h e  pUb l l c  s p h e r e  would 

have  on them as  m o t h e r s ,  w i v e s ,  an^ d a u g h t e r s .  - The e v i l s  o f  e d u c a t i o n
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w e r e  a p p a r e n t  i n  t wo  w a y s .  F i r s t l y ,  a s  women b e c a m e  e n ' t l c e d  I n t o  

p u b l i c  l i f e  t h e y  would v i e w m a r r i a g e  w i t h  l e s s  e n t h u s i a s m  t h a n ' b e f o r e ;

, s p c o n d l y , as t h e y  became more e d u c a t e d  in a b s t r a c t  i d e a s  t he y  would  be 

u n i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g a i n i n g  t h e  knowl e dge  n e c e s s a r y  t o  manage a " h o u s e h o l d .  

M a r r i a g e ,  s a i d  "Does t i c k s  " o f  t h e  Aca d i a n  R e c o r d e r , was  s h u n n e d  b y . a  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  women.  He l a m e n t e d  t h a t  women w e r e  " m o r e  a pd  mo r e

I  \p o a c h e r s  on . man ' s  p r e s e r v e s . "  He^was a f p a i d  t h a t  t h e y  ha d  f o r g o t t e n
'  ?  - '

" b a k e - o l o g y  and s c r u b - o l o g y  and k n i t “ o l o g y  and c o o k - o l o g y "  and i n s t e a d

devote,d t h e m s e l v e s  t o  " t h e  o l ogi e . s  of  s c i e . n t i f i c  and b u s i n e s s  l i f e . "

I f  women were  f a i l i n g  t o  g a i n  t h e  p t  t r i b u t e s  nee de d  t o  manage a

h o u s e h o l d ; '  o v e r e d u c a t e d  women f a i l e d ,  t o ' . s p a r k  t h e  l n t e r e . s t  of  men. A

poem p r i n t e d  i n  t he  J o u r n a l  o f  E d u c a t i o n  e m p h a s i z e d  t h i s . '

Her e d u c a t i o n ' s  unsurpa.s,g.ed 
Her fond papa  has  s p e n t
His  money f r e e l y ,  -  y e s ,  and w e l l ,  . '
Tl i a t ' s  c l e a r l y - ,  e v i d e n t .  ■ -

She s p e a k s  t h é  modern l a p g u a g e s  -  ,
And w r i t e s  t hem,  t o o ,  w i t h  s k i l l  

, She'd s p e a k  tlVe dead ones  q u i t e  a s  w e l l  - -
I f  t h e y  wer e  s poken  s t i l l .  . '

She dotés ,  on m a t h e m a t i c s  and '-. ' .
The sc i ence . s  a d o r e s  '   *
She ' s  up i n  a l l  t h e  o l o g i e s  ' '

■ And d a t e s  of  a l l  t h e  wa r s .  ' ■ . ■

She ' s  p r e t t y ,  w i t t y ,  b r i l l i a n t , w i s e ,  ' .
• You c a n ' t  f i n d  many .such - . . -

And -  1 t h i n k  I ' d  l i k e  t o  ma r r y  h e r
i f  she  d i d n ' t  know so much.  ' '

E d u c a t i o n ,  many f e l t ,  l e s s e n e d  a woman' s  p r o s p e c t s  of  mar r i age ' .  Women, 

s a i d  Rev.  W. J .  A r m i t a g e  a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  Ch.u r  c h , r e i g n  s u p r ê m e  i n  t h e  

h o m e ,  " a n d .  t h e  c h i e f  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  s h o u l d  be  s p e n t  t h e r e  . . .
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Ac c or d i ng  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  tk^,, s t r e n g t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

 ̂ t h e  t i m e  g i v e n  h e r ,  s he  mus t  do t h i s  work. "

Thus  t h e  e d u c a t e d  women o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f a c e d  o 

d i l e m m a .  They  had  l e a r n t  r e a s o n i n g  and r a t 1o n a I I z a c 1 on ; t h e y  we n -  

awa r e  of .  t h e . d i f f e r e n c e s  and t h e  d e m a r c a t i o n  be t we e n  p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  

s p h e r e s .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e s e  women, f e l t  a s s a i l e d  on t he  one ' aide by a 

. need t o  do mo r e  t h a n  h p u . s e w o r k ,  and- on t h e - o t h e r  by t r a d i t i o n a l  con-- 

' c e p t s  o f  p r o p r i e t y ,  m o t h e r h o o d . a n d  w i f e h o o d ,  I d e a s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e i n ­

f o r c e d  b y  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d  e' r  .s . Tl jey sp.w a h e a d  a n. .1 n t e 1 ! e i: t  ua' l v a c u u m,  

y e t  e mpl oyme n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e d u c a t e d  m i d d l e  c l a s s  women u s u a l  1 y 

I n v o l v e d  a c o mmi t me n t  few" would u j r dc r t ake .  At.  t l ie same l i m e  I f  t hey  

were  unable,  to advance  I n t o  ma l e  empl oyment  p r e s e r v e s ,  t he y ,  were  a l s o  

u n w i l l i n g  t o  r e t r e a t  t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e .  As a r e s u l t  t h e y  cliQ.se to 

move s i d e w a y . s ,  I n t o  t h e  r e a l m  o f  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  r e f o r m . .  T h i s  was  

v i r t u a l l y  an empt y  a r e n a ,  f o r  I f  ma l es  had moved . s p o r a d i c a l l y  wl t h j r i  

I t ,  t he y  we r e  more i n v o l v e d  In t he  management  o f - t h e  e x i s t i n g  economi c  

o r d e r  t h a n  In  a d d r e s s i n g  i t s  f au l t . ? .  Convi nced  t h a t  t h e i r  g e n d e r  hod 

nq l i m i t a t i o n s ,  women r e f o r m e r s  e n t h u s l à . s t ' l ç a l l y  c h a l  l ehged  p r o b l e ms  In

o . .

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  w o r l d . '  i ,
'  '  4  -

R e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  p e r h a p s  more t ha n  any o t h e r s ,  t ook  the

l e a d  i n - s h a p i n g  t he  woman' s  r e f o r m  movement .  ' In 1876,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  the  

Women ' s  F o r e i g n  M i s s  I o n  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  ( P r e s b y ­

t e r i a n  W.F.M.S.)  jwas f o r m e d .  . One " v e r y  w i s e  m i n i s t e r "  g e n e r o u s l y

■ ■ ■ " 1 ' . - 
. a l l o we d  women " j u s t  two y e a r s  t o  run t h e  whol e  t h i n g  i P t o  t he  ground .

- In 1889 Mr s .  Monro  s p o k e  t o  t h a t  s a m e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and c l a i m e d  t h a t

t h e r e  was  room f o r  a l l  C h r i s t i a n  women t o  t Ak e  p a r t  i n ’" wo me n ' s  wo r k

2 0 ,



f o r  women; "  The P r e s i d e n t ,  Mr s .  R. F' B u r n s  s t r e s s e d  f h c  neccT f o r  -

■ women Co e n t e r  -Che p h t l n n Ch r o . p l c  f i e l d -  Those.  C h r i s t i a n  women who d i d  

no t  h e l p  In de f o r m work,  she  f e l t , -  were  p e r h a p s  u na wa r e  t h a t  "God has  

e n d o w e d  t h e m w i t h  s p e c i a l  q u a l i f i e s . f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  wo r k . "  In 

1894 ,  Mrs-  Dodge ,  P r U s l d e n t  o f  th'^ P r e s b y t e ' r l ' à n  W.F.M.S. ,  p r a i s e d  t h e  

g o s p e l  f o r  h a v i n g  r a i s e d ,  women " f rom,  t h e  w r e t c h e d n e s s  and d e g r a d a t i o n  

o f  b e a s t s  o f  b u r d e n . "  No l o . n g e r ,  s h e  c l a i m e d ,  was  w o m a n . " c o n s i d e r e d "

■ ur i f l ' t  t o  " s t and s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r ‘w i t h  h e r  f e l l ow- . man In e v e r y  g r and  

pl i i  I n n t h r o p l c  and  r e l i g i o u s  m o v e m e n t . "  Mr s .  D o d ^ ?  and  many o t h e r  

r e f o r m e r s  - f e l L . t h a t  b e c a u s e  of  w o m a n ’s o r i g i n a l ' f a l l  f r o m  G r a c e ,  t h e  

d e e p e s t  m i s e r y  was r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e i r  s ex .  " Oppr es s ed  and d o w n t r o d d e n ,  

t h e  h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m  .of  t h e  c r u e l t y  and c a p r i c e ,  t h e  l u s t  and l a w l e s s ­

n e s s  of  s a v a g e  and e r abru t ed  man, '  In t h e  t r a g e d y  o f  [woman' s  ] 11 f e  " there

■ I. p. no d e p t h  .of m i s e r y  w h i c h  h e r  e x ) ) e r l e n c e  h a s  n o t  s o u n d e d . "  The 

C h r i s t  i an  g o s p e l  was t h e  s a T v d t l o n  o'f ' womankind.  When -women t a c k l e d

■ - ■■ ■ \  ‘ ' ' -■ i  :  ' c  -  : ■
t h e  . I n t r i c a t e  p r o b l e m  o f  how ■ Co . h e l p  the" l a p s e d  and  t h e  l o s t ,  t h e  "

. . ' :  ' -' : ^   ̂ : -'
■ . s i n n i n g  ,And • th.e s u f f e r i n g  ma s s e s ^ ' '  t h e y  r a i s e d  not  o n l y  " t h è l r  .sex huC'

- t hem s o l v e ' t o  an " e x a l t e . d  p e d ' è s t . a l . ’' When t h e s e  d e v o u t  and  e d u c a t e d  

womeiv e n t e r e d  t h e  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  a r e n a  t l i ey d i d  ' s o  not .  b e c a u s e  s p e c i f i c  .

. -  m a t e r n a l ■a n d - d o m e s t i c  q u a l i t i e s  f o r c e d  them t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  h o me - 1 1 f e ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  b e c a u s e  t h e y ,  a s  women ,  h a d  g a i n e d  t h e . r i g h t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  

ma l e  domai n  on an h q u a l ,  a l b e i t  s e p a r a t e - f o 6 t l n g ' i \  As Chr l . ' f t l ans  and as  . 

' wome n ,  t h e y  " f e l t  c a l l e d  upon  t o  a s s u m e  puh . l l c"  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 

a d d r e s s  t h e  e v i l s  o f  b o t h  m o d e r n  I n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  a n d ■ t h e  h e a t h e n ,  

u p c h r  1 s t  l a n l r . e d  w o r l d y -  ka t i y  ' o f  t h e  e a r l y  r e f o . r m. e r s  c o m m e n c e d  - 

p h i l a n t h r o p i c  r e f o r m  w o r k  a s  ah  e x t e n s l o . n  o f  home l i f e .  F o r  t h e s e .



nlne. teenCl i  c e n t u r y  f e m i n i s t s  "women' s work Fot  women" became à common 

•• r a l l y i n g  c r y .  Whi l e  . t h e s e  women embraced .an e a r l y  m a t e r n a l  I sm,  how­

e v e r ,  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  have- . a  more advanced c r i t i q u e  of  t h e i r  wor l d  t ha n  

t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  of  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t s  would have.  In a d d i t i o n ,  by 

t h e  t u r n ,  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  r e f o r m  a g e n d a  o f  many women b a d  n a r r o w e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  I n c r q a s  Ingl  y t he y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  upon tho.se . ma t t e r s  t h a t  

■‘r e v e a l e d  women' s  s u p e r i o r  m a t e r n a l  v i r t u e s .  ^

■ Th i s  n a r r o w i n g  of  t he  women' .? r e f o r m o b j e c t i v e s ,  was ,  In p a r t , a-

r e s p o n s e  t o . t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l -  a t t i t u d e s  o f  . the c h u r c h ;  s o c i e t y ,  and of

' some -^oraen t h e m s e l v e s .  An 1893 c o r r e s p o n d e n t  to a H a l i f a x  n e ws p a p e r  
■ . - '

■ • ■ c o m p l a i n e d  ab o u t  . t h e ' " ' g r e a t  d e a l  of  1 1 me . f r l  t  t e r e d  ' away by women who

w o u l d  be b e t t e r  O c c u p i e d  a t t e n d i n g  to- h o u s e h o l d  a f . f a i r s  and l o o k i n g  

a f t e r  c h i l d r e n . "  ' .The w r i t e r  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I t  would be - b e t t e r  t o  reduce.

■ t h e  n u m b e r  o f  . c h u r c h e s  t h a n  t o  p e r i n l t  wom-en t o  r a  hse  . f und.s In th(î

p u b l i c  . s p h e r e .  Women had  a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s u p p o r t e r s  ( i f  t h e  

c h u r c h .  But c h u r c h e s  f a c e d  a -di l emma. ,  St  1 1 1̂  a d h e r i n g  t o  a t r a d i t i o n a l

- v i e w of  -woman's,  p l a c e ,  t h e y  a l s o  did.  not  .'want t o  a l i e n a t e ,  t h e i r  femti-le'  

: , ■ ' '. p a r i s h i o n e r s  who m o v e d , I n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  s p h e r e . - -  The c h u r c h  r e s o l v e d

■ t h i s ,  d i l e m m a  by p r o m p t i n g  t h e  I d e a  t h a t  r e f o r m  i n v o l v e d  m e r e l y  t h e

■ ; ■ - e x t e n s i o n  o f  - wo me n ' s  d omes  t  l.c wor k  1 0 a b r o a d e r  S p h e r e .  Rev.  Mr.

C a n d l e r  ' spoke. I n  ■ H a l i f a x  I n  1897-of  t h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  m i s s i o n  work,  f o r

' ' '  /  : ' ' - : ' ' ' ' - . .3 :  ; .
' women,  whi ch  drew,  o u t  .the s y m p a t h i e s  and b r oa de ne d  t h e  l i b e r a l i t y  o f

■ .  . wo ma n h o o d . ' . ' R e v . W. J . ; A r  m 1 1 a g e , s e v e r a l '  mon t h . y - l a t e  r  , a g r e e d  t h a t

women h^d a r o l e  .to s p e a k  "a - c o n s o l i n g  word in m i n i s t r y  of  sympa t hy  and

. ' ' ‘ t o  l i f t  up h e r  b r o t h e r s  'and s l . s t e . r a  In  t h e  w o r l d . ’' Tf woman,  w.a.y

.;p, ■ endowed f o r  . such' -work,  w i t h  f i n e r  s cn . s l b l  11 t i e s ' ,  g r e a t e r  pat ience. ' ,  more



t a c t  and above a l l ,  p u r i t y  o f  l i f e ,  i t  must  not  be f o r g o t t e n  t b a t  ‘t he y

w e r e ' "weaker  i n  J u d g e me n t " ,  and as w e l l , " w e a k e r  in ' w i l l , -  i n  t h e  power

t o  act - .  In t h e  p o w e r  CO c a r v e  o u t  t h e  . l i f e  i n  s l r e n g t l i . "  ' I t  w a s ,

ArmLtage s t r e s s e d ,  i n  t h e  home where  woman found " he r  t r u e s t  s p h e r e ,

and t h e r e  she must  c a r r y  on h e r  g r e a t e s t  work." A c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t o  t he

Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  q u o t e d :  • , .

Do t he  work t l i a t ' s  nea r e . s t  ■
Though ' t l s  d u l l  a t  w h i l e s  ' .
He l p i ng  when you meet  t hem,  ■
l ame  dogs  ove r  s t i l e s . '  ' ■ ■ ' -

Home l i f e ,  many f e l t , - i f  ' p r o p e r l y  a t t e n d e d  t o ,  would r e s t r a i n  women' s  

d e s i r e  t o  v e n t u r e  b e y o n d  t h e  d o m e s t i c  s p h e r e .  In 1903 Re v . A r m i l a g e  

a g . i i n - p r e a c h e d  i p  S t .  P a u l ' s  C h u r c h ,  H a l i f a x ,  and  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  " t h e  

s p h e r e  open t o  a woman' s  I n f l u e n c e  h a s  been w i d e n i n g . "  S t i l l ,  t h e  home 

was  wom'an' s  " g r e a t e s t  s p h e r e ,  I ' f  was  i n s t i t u t e d  a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n . "  

Women's'  n o b l e  v i r t n f e s ,  ' ' i he  s p i r i t  of  s a c r i f i c e ,  s ympa t hy ,  t e n d e r n e s s
■ y  ■ •' ’ . , yX . '

and  l o v é , "  c o u l d  als, f) ,  h o w e v e r ,  he u s e f u l  i n  t h e  " w o r l d  o f  s u f f e r i n g

and s o r r o w . " .  I n  ' 9ÔA Rev.  A.. P. Lo g a n ,  s p o k e  i n  B e d f o r d  on  "The 

I n f l u e n c e  of  Woman i n  "Human L i f e " .  He n o t e d  tluiC " i f  t h e r e  JLs t o  be a 

r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y ,  . every man^^of p e r c e p t i o n  mus t  s e c  t h a t  i p  muAt 

be wr ough t  'by wOmen." i t  whs ,  he  p r e a c h e d ,  t h e i r  i^ole a s  m o t h e r ,  w i f e  

and s i s t e r  t h a t  would a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s .  P h i l a n t h r o p i c  .or r e f o r m o r g a n ­

i z a t i o n ' s ,  on Che o t h e r  hand ,  would a c c o m p l i s h  l i t t l e .  ' . •

■ Do n ' t  t a l k  t o  me a b o u t  • s o c l e . t i e s  r e f o r m i n g  s o c i e t y .  '
T h e y  a r e :  a s  i n c a p a b l e  a s  a wo o d e n ' d ' a m t o  s h u t  o f f  t h e  

■Niagara .  Our mo t h e r s  mus t  r e f o r m  s o c i e t y .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  
■ ■ o f . d i f  f e r e n t  k i n d s  a r e  d o i n g  a good work,  bu t  mo t h e r s  can \

■ " do a b e t t e r  work.  ■ • • ' '

He c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  when, m o t h e r ' s  p r o m o t e d  God s k i n g d o m ,  ev i l s  s u c h  as

r. ' . .

v i c e ,  c r i m e  and war  would . d i s a p p e a r .  ■ .. . ‘ . '
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Lognn.  was h a r d l y  r.hc f i r s t  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  v a l u e  of  ph 11 an t hro p t c 

s o c i e t i e s . .  . Tn 1887 "Ob.server" c r i t i c i z e d  ■ ph 11 a n t h r o p  I s i s  f o r  I g n o r i n g -  

t h e  " w h i t e  s l a P ^ r y "  o f  H a l i f a x  s w e a t  s h o p s .  Two young  wom-cn, th'e 

w r i t e r  c l a i m e d ,  s t a y e d  up n i g h t ' a n d  day s e w i n g  n i n e t e e n  p a i r s  o f  p a n t s ’ 

f o r  a l a r g e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  A f t e r  d i v i d i n g  t h e i r  wages  of  .$8.11 be t ween

t hem,  one woman was f o r c e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  r e l i e f ,  t he  o t h e r  t o  go out  to

s e r v i c e .  I n  a n o t h e r  c a s e  a woman l i t  f i r e ' s ,  ‘and . swept  f l o o r s  and on 

S a t u r d a y  c l e a n e d  t o w e l s  and t h e  I n t e r i o r  o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  $d.00 a 

mont h .  ' . "Obs er ye r "  a l s o  denounced  b o t h  " t h e  d a r k  s i d e  of  some boas t ed,  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  I n d u s  t r  Le.s u n d e r  t h e  N f a t l o n a l ]  P ( o M c y l "  and t he  c h a r ­

i t i e s  of  H a l i f a x .  . . .

1 1 w i l l  be p r ob ' ab . l y  s a i d  by t h o s e  who d i v i d e '  t h e  ■ 
handsome D i r e c t o r s '  a l l o w a n c e  among them,  t h a t  t hey  don ' t
know o f  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  o f  a f f a i r s .  But  t h e y  o u g h t  t o .
T h e s e  " g r e a t  i n d u s t r i e s " ,  t h e s e  "-m'a n u f a c t  o r,l e fi " a r e

' a c t u a l l y  f u r n i s h i n g  a . p o r t i o n  o f ' t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  poor
r e l i e f ,  i n  t h e  way i n d i c a t e d .  ' H a l i f a x  P h i l a n t h r o p y  
I n d u l g e s  'a g o o d ' d e a l  i n  t h e  way o f  f i g u r i n g  I n  a n n u a l  
r e p o r t s  and a p p e a r i n g  on t i  t l e - p a g e s , where i n ,  much of  I t s  
m u n i f i c e n c e  c o n s i s t s . '■ I t  i s ,  o f t e n  ve r y  g r i n d i n g ;  In I t s  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e .  .

It,  was p r o b a b l y  t he  same,  " Obs e r ve r "  who w r o t e  a g a i n  I n '  1888 t h a t  "the 

a v e r a g e  r e f o r m e r  s k i m s  t o o  l i g h t l y  t o  t o u c h  w i t h  h i s  a l l e v i a t i n g  

f i n g e r ,  t h e  b r u i s e s  I n f l i c t e d  by t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  wrong." Wi t hou t  pr.omf)! . 

J u s t i c e  a 11 e V I a 11 ng  "  t  he. b i t t e r  t r i a l s ,  and  s u f f e'.r 1 ng , a nd t o r t u r i n g  

a n x i e t i e s  - t h a t ,  e x c i t e  ho t  t h e  c o mp a s s i o n  of  t h o s e  who go about  s e e k i n g  

t h e  good of. t h e f t  f e l l o w m a n , ” t h e ’ w r i t e r ,  wa r ne d ,  " t h e r e  w i l l  be some­

day ,  ■ an o u t b u r s t  ,o f  p u b l i c  . i n d i g n a t i o n  t h p t  w i l l  c a r r y  d e . s t r u o t l o n  In 

I t s  p a t h . ;  , .
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But  i f  most; c h a r i t a b l e  s o c i e t i e s  f a i l e d  e i t h e r  t p  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  

> r e f o r m  o b j e c t i v e s  o r  Co ' p r e s e n t  a c o h e r e n t ;  c r i t i q u e  o f  m o d e r n  

I n d u s t r i a l  C a p i t a l i s m , women found t h a t  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  c l u b s  p r o v i d e d  an 

a v a i l a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i r e c t  t h e i r  e x c e s s  l e i s u r e  t i m e  and e n l i g h t ­

ened e d u c a t i o n  in u s e f u l  d i r e c t i o n s .  As a r e s . u l t ,  more and more women 

e n t e r e d ■t he  ' p u b l i c  s p h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  u m b r e l l a  o f  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  r e f o r m.

The p l e t h o r a . o f  e x i s t i n g  women' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r ­

t e r  of  t h e  i 9 t h  c e n t u r y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  

r e f o r m ,  b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t e n d e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  s p l i n t e . r  t h e .  

women' s movement .  The f o r m a t i o n  o f . t h e  N a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l  of  Women, and

' s u b s e q u e n t l y  i n  Nova S c o t i a  - v a r i o u s  Lo c a l  Co u n c i l  o f  Women u n i o n s ,  waâ
. '■ '

i n t e n d e d  t o  u n i t e  women t h r o u g h  t h e i r  commqn s i s t e r h o o d ' a n d  t h e i r

common i n t e r e s t s .  The A n t i g o n i s h  Ca s k e t  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  " t h e

po.s 3 e.s s i  on o f  a common wo ma n h o o d  [ w a s )  a s u f f i c i e n t  bond  Co h o l d  a 

s DC i e i . y . t  o g e  t  lie r ." F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  men had  c h o s e n  t o  o r g a n i z e  f o r  no 

o t h e r  r e a s o n  than'  t o  a c h i e v e  a b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  men,  " t he  p r o p e r  a u t h o r ­

i t i e s  w.ould p r o m p t l y  I n s t i t u t e  a s e a r c h  for. ,  t he  wr i t e . r  w i t h  a v i ew of  

p l a c i n g  h i m u n d e r  t ' r e a t r a e n t l "  W h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  .women who had  

s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e ,  t h e  C a s k e t  , ■ i n  ways  

r e m i n i s c e n t  of  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a t t a c k  on o r g a n i z e d  ' l a b o u r ,  r i d i c u l e d
■ - ' ' ' . V. •

t he  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  Wa t i o n n l  Co u n c i l  of Women. . . ■

He're we have  a s o c i e t y  whi ch  p r o f e s s e d l y  does  not  e x i s t  t o
p r o mo t e  a n y t h i n g ;  wh i c h  i s  f ounded upon no i d e a  except -  t he  
com’b i n a t i o n  o f  on I n d e f i n i t e  n u m b e r  o f  i n c o n g r u o u s  

. s o c i e t i e s ,  w i t h  no o t h e r  " l i nk"  t h a n  a common Womanhood,  
a nd  t h e  v a g u e  n o t i o n  o f  e a c h  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e  g o l d e n  r u l e  
d e m a n d s  o f  t h e m .  S u c h  a t h i n g  i s  ' u t t e r l y  o p p o s e d  t o  '
r e a s o n  and, common s e n s e .  ' ■

2 5



T h e r e  w a s ,  h owe ve r - ,  m o r e  t h a n  s I's.t e r  ho ot1 t h a t  canfici l  t h o s e  ‘ 

s o c i e t i e s  t o  a f f i l t a t e  w i t h  e a c h ' o t h e r . '  Tlie r i s i n g  s o c i a l  g os pe l  which 

e m p h a s i z e d  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  good works  and i m p l i e d  n new ec ume n i c a l  

• S p i r i t , -  h e l p e d  mo u l d  wo me n ' s  common e x p e r i e n c e  i n t o  an e s s e n t i a l l y  

b o u r g e o i s  r e f o r m  p r o g r a m m e .  At t h e  .same t i m e ,  h o w e O e r ,  r e l i g l o u n  

s e c t a r i a n i s m  t ended  tÔ . u n d e r mi n e  b o t h  g e n d e r  . s o l i d a r i t y  and a common 

r e f o r m  programme.  The Hal i  f ax  b o c a l  Co u n c i l  of  Women, - (Ha 1 i f ax !,.C.W.) 

i n  i t . s e a r l y  mont hs ,  f or  . e x a m p l e , u n d e r w e n t  r e l i g l o u . s  t r i a l s  o ve r  t he  

u.se o f  t h e  h e r d ' s  P r a y e r .  A. s i m i l a r  b a t t l e  on r e l i g i o u s  .grou'nd.s ensueci 

d u r i n g  an ' a t t e m p t  t o  i n c . o r p o r a t e  . t h e  Women ' s  Ch r  i  .s t  i an A.s s o c l  a t; i on 

(W.C. A.) i n  1886.  . S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  women a f f i l i a t e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n s '  Women' s  Ho.me r e f u s e d  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  r e a s o n s  t o  become,  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  W.C. A..,' t h i s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  W.C. A.'  s e a r l i e r  (1876-) 

•cialm.s t h a t  "denomi na  t  i o n a  i  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  f o r g o t t e n . "  Tn 1889.  t h e  

Horae was s t i l l  s t r e s . ? i n g  i t s  n o n - d e n o m i n » ^ o a a l  n a t u r e ,  we l c o mi n g  Homan 

C a t h o l i c s  and  P r o t e s t a n t s  e q u a l l y .  "We I n t e r f e r e  w i t h  no o n e ' s  

p e c u l i a r  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f ,  we o n l y  s e e k  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  moral  and - 

r e l i g i o u s ,  p r i n c i p l e s  and a i d  and e n c o u r a g e  them to do r i g h t , and walk 

i n  t h e  p a t h  .s o f  s o b r i e t y  and"  v i r t u e . "  ■ I r o n i c a l l y ,  . h o we v e r ' ,  t h e  v e r y  

. need  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  n o n ~ d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  c l n i r a c t e r  ' of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t I o n  

■reveal s  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  of  women w i t h  t h e  I r  own d e n o m i n a - ,  

. t i o h a l  a l l e g i a n c e s . ^  ■ .

. • . I f  r e l i g i o n  p l a y e d  a ma j o r  r o l e  i n  e n c o u r a g i n g  r e f o r m bu t  u n d e r ­

m i n i n g  t h e  s i s t e r h o o d  of  women,  p e r s o n a l i t y  d i f f e r e n c e s  were (Equal ly 

h a r m f u l  t o  . the v a r i o u s  r'e f o r'm s o c i e t i e s .  I n  1 87 5,  f o r  e x a m p l e  , a u p -  

por t - e r e  of  t h e  I n f a n t s  Home wer e  e m b r o i l e d  i n  a . . d e s t r u c t i v e  c o n f l i c t ,
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r o o t e d  'In a d l aagr - eement  b e t we e n  two l a d i e s ,  t h a t  f o r c e d  t h e  r e s i g n a ­

t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  women. In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  o f f i c e s  of. P r e s i d e n t  and V i c e - .  

P r e s i d e n t  w e r e  a b o l i s h e d  and a g e n e r a l '  c o m m i t t e e  t o o k  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  . .

■ Women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  worked to ove r come  t h e s e  I n t e r n a l  r e l i g i o n s  

and ' p e r s o n a l i t y  p r o b l e ms , '  b u t  even more d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e s o l v e  was t h e  

gap  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e f o r m i n g  c l a s s  an-d t h o s e  , t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  u p l i f t .  

S t i a r i n g  a m i d d l e  c l a s s  o u t l o o k ,  t h e  l a t e r ,  r e f o r m e r s  o f t e n  f o u n d  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  comprehend the ,  l i v e s  and value' s  o f  t he  r e c i p i e n t s  of  - t h e i r  

good works .  .During t h e  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s  o f  women' s  s o c i e t i e s ,  r e f o r m e r s  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  u n d e r s t à n d  and . sympa t h i ze  wi-th t h e  ec onomi c  h a r d s h i p s  of  

. wor k i ng  c l a s s  women. Tn Cape Br e t o n ,  i n ' ^1893,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  t h e  P r e s b y ­

t e r i a n  W.F.M.S.  r e p o r t e d  ' t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  p r e v e n t e d  many 

■women f r o m  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  r a i s ' s l o n  c a u s e ;  h o w e v e r , '  i f  

m a r k e t s  cou l d  be found f o r  t h e i r  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  f u n d s  .would p e r h a p s  come 

a v a i l a b l e . . '

' : Af t e r  t h e  t u r  n o f t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  m i d d l e  c l a s . s  r e f o r m e r s

o f f e r e d  a sothewhat  l e s s  s y m. p a t h e t i c  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  . By - 

t h i s '  t i m e ,  i m m i g r a t i o n  t p  " g r e a t ,  f r e e , u n s p o i l e d -  Canada" from'  Europe  

and As i a  ■ c a u s e d  much a n x i e t y  among r . e f o r me r s .  The i m p e r i a l i s t  s t a n c e  

■■that  f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  a s s u me d ,  and wh i c h  p e r v a d e d  much “o f  e a r l y  20ch 

, c e n t u r y  s o c i e t y , . d e r i v e d  i n  p a r t  f t om m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t . p r e c o n c e p t i o n s .  

B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  i m m i g r a n t s  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c -  

■• t u  r e ,  r e f o r m e r s  f e l t  o b l i g a t e d  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  ' Can a d i a n '  w a y s .  T h e s e  

■new c i t i z e n s  n e e d e d  t o  he s c h o o l e d  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  . s o c i a l  v a l u e . s ,  y e t  

t a u g h t  not  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e i r  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n s .  Tn .1914 t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n
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\

W.F.M.S. was warned,  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  I d e a l s  and good c i t i z e n s h i p  must  be 

t a u g h t  t o  t h e s e  s t r a i j g e r s .  "A.nd, I f  we" a r c  n o t  t h u s  rcady^ what  o f  o u r  

c o u n t r y  I n  t h e  day's'  t o  come?  What  o f  o u r  s o n s  and d a u g h t e r s ? ' ’ 

Ma r g a r e t  J a m i e s o n  was even more e x p l i c i t  when she a p p l a ude d  r e s t r i c ­

t i o n s  o f  non A n g l o - S a x o n  i m m i g r a t i o n  In t h e  W.F'.M.S. "Home M i s s i o n  

Re p o r t  o f  1922-1923."  ' ' , ' ' .

T h i s  I s  a m a t t e r  f o r  t h a n k f u l n e s s ^  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  any  
a n t i p a t h y  t o  o t h e i  r a c e s ,  b u t  be. caus ' e  w e ' a l r e a d y  h a v e  a 
t r e m e n d o u s  p r o b l e m  In,  . t h e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  s o  l a r g e  a- 
nurnher of  p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s ,  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s ,  
and  d i f f e r e n t  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  f r o m  o h r  own ,  a p r o b l e m  
w h i c h  I s  s t e a d i l y  g r o w i n g ,  f o r  a p a r t  f r o m  t i re f a c t  t h a t  
m o r e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  come  t o  us  e v e r y  y e a r ,  . s t a t i s t i c s  
s h o w  t ' h a t  t h e y  m u l t i p l y  f o u r  t i m e s ,  a s  r a p i d l y  .a.s . t he  
B r i t i s h  bor n  and n a t i v e  s t o c k -  " ■ '

To c o u n t e r a c t  t h i s  g r o w i n g  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  u n d e r c l a s s e s ,  r e f o r m  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ' a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  c h a n g e d  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o o k i n g '  s c h o o l s  , s e w i n g  c l a s s e s  and  n l . gh t  s c h o o l s  t h a t  t h e y  

s p o n s o r e d .  U s u a l l y  such c o u r s e s  wer e  d i r e c t e d  a t  women of  t h e  middle,  

c l a s s ,  a n d ' s e r v e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  gnd e d u c a t  I o n .  A f t e r  

t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  . s c h o o l s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  a p r o ­

g r a m m e  of .  u p l i f t i n g  r e f o r m :  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  t h a t  women o f  the.  l o w e r

c l a s s e s  we r e  t o  be. s c h o o l e d  i n  a p p r o p r i a t e  ' . behavior  In  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l  

t h e i r  d u t i e s  as  wives,  and raother.s.  Thus m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r mer . s  p r o ­

t e c t e d , t h e i r  own h o m e s  and s o c i e t y ,  no l o n g e r  a.s e n l i g h t e n e d  p h i l a n ­

t h r o p i s t s  s t a n d i n g  s h o u l d e r  t o  s h o u l d e r . wl tli men,  but  f rom a p l a t f o r m  

of  m a t e r n a l -  s u p e r i o r i t y .  ■ ' .

■ In 1881', f o r  e x a mp l e ,  an a t t e m p t  was made t o  e d u c a t e  and u p l i f t  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  women.  A l i c e n s e d  t e a c h e r  ' f rom t h e  8ou t h  Kl 'ng.ston I n s t i ­

t u t e ,  M i s s  Mu n r o ,  c a me  t o  H a l i f a x  i n  O r d e r  t o  i n s t r u c t  m i d d l e  c l a s s
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• l a d l e s  In h i g h  c l a s s  coi jkery.  A w e l l  known r e f o r m e r ,  Mrs.  J.  W. Si  a 1 r s  

o r g a n i z e d  t h i s  "new d e p a r t u r e " .  I t  wan n o t o r i o u s  t h a t  I n . H a l i f a x ,  

w h i l e  d o m e s t i c  c ook i ng  ' '.'was n o t  beh i nd  any o t h e r  p l a c e / '  o n l y  one l a d y  

'was c a p a b l e  o f  c o o k i n g  f o r  d i n n e r  p a r t i e s .  "The f i r s t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  . 

w i t h  d i n n e r  g i v i n g  c i t i z e n s s a i d  t he  Mayor  o f  H a l i f a x  when he opened 

the  s c h o o l ,  "was n o t  what  day w o u l d . s u i t  t h e m , bu t  wha t  day woul d  s u i t  

t h i s  I n d i s p e n s a b l e  l a d y . "  The  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l . t h u s  was  t o  

c r e a t e  " a ma t e u r  cooks"  f l om middle,  c l a s s  l a d l e s  who " h o p e f u l l y  . .would 

I n d u l g e  ( t h e i r  p e e r s ]  w i t h  c o n s t a n t  e x h i b i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  s k i l l . "  

S i m i l a r l y  In  1892 C a r o l i n e  B. Co u r t n e y  announced  t h a t  a c o o k i n g  c o u r s e ,

c o n s i s t i n g  t w e l v e  t wo - h o u r  s e s s i o n s  woul d  be s t a r t i n g  in'  H a l i f a x .  A

. . .  ' • . •
- me e t i n g - wa s  t o  be h e l d  at. Government  House;  t h e r e  l a d l e s  I n t e r e s t e d  In

s t u d y i n g  ' c o o k e r y  m e t h o d s  c o u l d -  p u r c h a s e  t h e  $ 6 . 0 0  t i c k e t s  f o r  t h e  

co u r s e .  .lhe\ t e a c h e r  would be Miss  Ormond f r om t h e  . Na t i ona l  T r a i n i n g  

School  ofi Cookery .In Mq h ' t r e a l . Ormond, h e l d  a f I r s t - c l . a . s s  d i p l o m a  f o r  

hou. sehold and f p r  h i g h  c l a s s  c o o k i n g  and In 1892 was t h e  w l n n è r  o f  t h e  

br onze  medal  f o r  h i g h  c l a , ss  a r t i s t i c  c o o k e r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  .Food and 

Cooke. ry K x h ' l b l t l o n  In  Lo n d o n .  M i d d l e  - c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  a i m e d  t h i s  

c o u r s e ,  l i k e  t h a t  I n  1 8 8 1 ,  a t  t h e i r  s o c i a l  p e e r s  In  t h e  h o p e s  o f  

. I m p r o v  In  g . t h e i r  d o m e s t i c  c o m f o r t ' .  The  n e x t  y e a r ,  1 893 a n  e d i t o r i a l  

" C o o k e r y  I n  t h e  S c h o o l s "  a p p e a r e d   ̂ I n  t h e  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r . I t  

a p p l a u d e d  a t t e m p t s  t o  t e a c h  c o o k e r y  to g i r l s  I n  M i n n e a p o l i s  ahd London,  

England.  The ' newspaper  . sugge.sted t h a t  Nova'  S c o t i a n ' ' g i r l s  - s h o u l d  l e a r n  

" p r a c t i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c "  me t hods  o f  c o o k e r y  when in Che u p p e r  d e p a r t ­

m e n t s .  The e d i t o r i a l  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  f o r  b a s i n g . o l d e r  

g l r l ' ' - s  e d u c a t i o n ' " u p o n  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  evly-y g i r l  Is,  b e n t  on
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q u a l i f y i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  be  a j publ l c  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r "  and f o r  l e t t ! n g • thorn 

" l e a r n  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s . a f t e r  . ma r r i a g e . "  ■ S i nc e  ' good c ook i ng  was reco.g-

n' ized "as  pa r t ,  to f t he  e s s e n t i a l  c o n d l  t l o h s  of  h e a l t h f u l  o x l s  t e n c e t l \ e

. 1  * ..
n e w s p a p e r  f e l y l t s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  In t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  mi ght  caus e  t he

-  /  . ■ . '/  If) • ■
m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  t o  d e c l i n e .  ■ ", . . ' ' .

I I
As t h e \ 1 8 9 0 ' s  p r o g r e s s e d ^ t ^ e r e  was  a s u b t l e  s h i f t  In a t t i t u d e s

t o w a r d s  c o o k e ^  s c h o b l s l  Re f o r me r s  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  away f rom

t h e  m i d d l e  c l ^s ' s  l a d i e s  In t h e ' Ao me  and s tu.der t t s  In t h e  h i g h e r  .school

g r a d e s  a n d x t f o n c e n t - r a t e d  I n s t e a d  on w o r k i n g ,  c l a s s  women.  In 189? t h e

/  _ . . - /
l a d l e s  o£  t l ie H a l i f a x  Loc a l  %unc.  11 of  Women ( H a l i f a x  L.C.W.) o b t n l n e d

p e r m i s s i e z  f r o m  t h e  A r c h b d s h o p  t o  vise r o o ms  In . . the o l d  S t . "  P a t r i c k  

S c h o o l  for^Vstys—Lcfr’̂ a ^ c o o k l n g  s c h o o l .  I t  was  o f f e r e d  on t wo  c o n d l , -  

t ' lon. s ; f i r s t l y  t h a t  t he  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  to the  s m e l l  of '  

c ook i ng  and s e c o n d l y  t l i a t  - t h e  l a d l e s  did no t  s e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on f 1 ré .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  e v e n  b e f o r e '  t h e - s c h o o l  c o u l d ,  be e . s t a h l l s h e d  t h e  r o o ms  

b u r n t .  I'he m a j o r  d e b a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g  thl . s  . school ' ' was  Whet her  I t  . should

be  s p o n s o . r e d  by p h i l a n t h r o p i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  s u p p o r t e d  by pri b 1 1 c 

s c h o o l  f u n d s .  Fo r  e x a m p l e  "XY%" w r o t e  t o  t h e  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r ,  and  . 

■ f e l t  t h a t  a s c h o o l  s h o u l d  be  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  a n d ' r e a c h  "the g i r l s ,  who 

h a n g  o u t  l.n t h e  s t r e e t ,  a t  n i g h t • " Do e s . t i c k s  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  

c o l u m n i s t ,  o p p o s e d  a p u b l i c l y  . f u n d e d  s c h o o l  b e c a v i s e  " c o o k i n g  c o me s  

n a t u r a l  t o  .most yo.ung women." 'Not only. -was  I t '  unneces - sa r y ,  bu t  I t  wa.s 

u n d u l y  e x p e n s i v e .  "There  I s  no r o o m . f o r  I t ,  t h e r e  I s  no n e c e s s 1t y  f o r  

I t )  t h e r e  I s  no money f o r  I t . "  ■" O b s e r v e r "  f e l t . t h a t  S i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  

b o a r d  e v i d e n t l y  had  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  -vot'e money a s  [ I t ]  l i k e d "  I t  ■ 

. c o u l d  a l s o  d o n a t e  t h e  same,  %mount  "to p r o c u r e  f o r  t h e  poor  m a t e r i a l  t o  ■
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coo le."’ ' The Dor t i i iouth Women's 'Chr lar . l an Temperanc.e Uii lon,  on t h e  o t h e r

h a n d ,  f e l t  t h a t  bad c o o k i n g  and p o o r  h o u s e k e e p i n g  d r o v e  men t o  t h e

s a l o o n .  "No w o n d e r  s u c h  a man s o u g h t  c o m f o r t  i n  t l i e  s a  l o o n  s e e i n g  he 

■ 1 ! * 'was d e n i e d  i t  a t  home." - ■■ ■ .

The s c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1897 by women r e f o r m e r s .  -Wi t hi n  a 

f ew m o n t h s  t  he  t e a c h e r ,  M i s s  H e l e n  B e l l ,  wa s ' p U t  on t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  

p a y r o l l ,  c o n f i r m i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r  ' McKer ron ' s  o p i n i o n  t h a t  " t h e  l a d i e s  

■who empl oyed Miss  B e l l ' would  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  l \and o v e r  t h e  t e a c h e r , 

k e t t l e s  and a l l . "  .By 1900 S c h o o l  S u p e r v i s o r  A. H, MacKay n o t e d  t h a t  

t he  young l a d i e s  " a r e  now b e g i n n i n g  ' t o  s e c  t h e  adva n t a ge ,  o f - . t h e  ■ s c h o o l  

and t h e y  a r e  t a k i n g  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t . "

Not a l l  young women were  p l e a s e d ' w i t h  t h e  r e f o r m e r s '  a s s u m p t i o n s  

abou t  t h e i r  f u t u r e .  "Kld' l  denounced s u c h  . mi s c o n c e p t i o n s  i n  1897'  when 

t h e  s c h o o l  was - f i r s t  opened.  -

. I 'm a l i t t l e  "maid"  wi t l i  a p r on  w h i t e ,  - ,
Wi th r o s y  ".cheeks" and e y e s ' q u i t e  b r i g h t  ;

■ 4  ̂ Anxious  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  " a r t "
Of maki ng  cake  and ' plum j a m t a r t "  ' ■'
To " s c r ub"  t he  f l o o r ,  t h e  " f i r e " '  t o  l i g h t ;
The " p o t s  and pans. '  t o  b u r n i s h  b r i g h t :  .
Wash t h e  " d i s h e s "  - - a n d  whp t ' s  more ,  y
P o l i s h  t h e  h a n d l e  o f  t h e ,  f r o n t ‘doo r ;  ' ,
S i f t -  t h e  " a s h e s ’' , wash t h e  "c l o t hes , "  , '
And do o t h e r  " . chores" t h e  l a d i e s  Chose 
Thus f i t  me f o r  my' f u t u r e  l i  fe
When I  become a poor  map' s  w i f e .  ' '

T h i s  a n t i p a t h y  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  t o  t h e  r e f o r m e r ' s  p l a n s  was  n o t

new. The f r u s t r a t i o n  e a r l y  r e f o r m e r s  f e l t  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  a Co mmi t t e e

r e p o r t  on a n i g h t  s c h o o l  s e w i n g  c l a s s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  Women's C h r i s t i a n

A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  187 8.  I t  c l a i m e d  w i t h  r e l i e f  t h a t  " t h e  b o i . g t e r o u s  

m a n n e r s  t h a t  we c o u l d  n o t  a t  f i r s t  s u b d u e  h a v e  i n  a . g r e a t  m e a s u r e
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d i s a p p e a r e d . "  The p r o b l e ms  r e s u r f a ç e d  the. n e x t  y e a r ,  -however ,  and the

f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t  no t e d  ' •

a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  g i r l s  come mor e  t.o p a a s  the'  t i m e  
■ t h a n  t o  l e a r n ,  b u t  IF e x p e l l e d  Wo u l d  f i n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  

whe r e  t h e y  coul d  spend t h e i r  - e v e n i n g s , o r  would he found 
on- t h e  S t r e e t s .  I t  h a s  t h e r e f o r e  b e e n  t l i e  a i m  of  t in;  
Co mmi t t e e  ... t o b e a r  as- p a t i e n t l y  as  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  t h e i r  
l i t t l e  a n n o y a n c e s ,  I n  t h e  h o p e  o f  b . e lng I n s t r u m e n t a l  In 
d o i n g  ti iem good.  ' - ' ' - ’

. ' ' ' - ■ ■ . 
- O b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  was  a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  - b e t w e e n  t h e  n e e d s  o f  w o r k i n g

c l a s s  women and t h e  g o a l s  of  m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s .  L a t e r  r e f o r m e r s  

r e l i e d  on s t r i c t e r  me a s u r e s  t h a n  p a t i e n c e  t o  keep  c o n t r o l  .in t he  c l a . s -  

■ses a nd  a s t e a d y  a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d !  In  191)  a d r e s s ,  m a k i n g  c l a s s  

s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  H a l i f a x  L.C.W., e s t a b l i s h e d  a -scheme whereby s t u d e n t s  

w e r p  r e f u n d e d  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f e e s  d e p e n d e n t  .on t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e .  

DurlVg_jWl 'e c l a s s  h e l d  a t  - t he  Novo S c o t i a  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  f t  -was 

" I m p r e s s e d  u p o n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  l a d l e s  In  c h a r g e  a r e  t e a c h e r s ,  

and t h o s e  In  a t t e n d e n c e  p u p i l s ,  Who a r e  o b l i g e d  t o  r e ma i n  In t he  c l a s s  

u n t i l  Che c o u r s e  1 s'  c o m p l e t e d . "  The, worn e,n r e f o r m e  r s - d e . s  1 gn e d  t h i s  

c l a s s  so t h a t  t h e  ' S t u d en t s , ,  many o f  them m a r r i e d  women,  c ou l d  become 

I n d e p e n d e n t  s e a m s t r e s s e s .  " ' - - -

- , ■ Thus t h e  r e f o r m measu.re.s of  t h e s e  m i d d l e  , c l a s s  women went  f u l l

c i r c l e .  . E a r l i e r  . m i d d l e  - c l a s s  . r e f o r m e r s  s t e e p e d  , ln t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b e l i e f  . o f  women' s  t r u e  domes t  Ic. a b i l i t i e s  a t t e m p t e d ' t o  move I n t o  tlie 

p u b l i c ' s p h e r e .  Tlie e a r l y  o b j e c t i v e ,  of  t h e s e  " e n l i g h t e n e d  a d v e n t u r e r s "  

was t o  b r i n g  bo t h  t h e  g o s p e l  and I mpr oved  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p b r t u n l t  le.s t o  

women.  D i s c o u r a g e d  by wo r k i n g  c l a s s  a 1 1 1 1 ud e -s., t h r e a t e n e d  by I n c r e a s ­

i ng  I m m i g r a t i o n  f rom Europe and As i a  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  c ha l l enge . ^  by 

d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s ,  r a c i a l ;  and c l a s s  g r o u p i n g s ,  t h e s e  m i d d l e  c l a s s
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\
r c For me r g  n a r r o we d  Ch.elf o b j e c t i v e s .  ' I f  t h e y  had once  been  a d v e n t u r e r s  

In a new r e a l m,  by- t he  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  women refoi rmer s '  were  n o t h i n g  

more t han  m a t e r n a l  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  . I n  1914,  C. M. Mur ray,  w e l l  known 

■ ' r e f o r m e r ,  w r o t e  t h a t  women "hove not .  t r e s p a s s e d  upon ' man ' s  s p h e r e '  no r  

I n d e e d  s t e p p e d  o u t  q f - ' women ' s  s p h e r e '  w h i c h  i s  b o u n d e d  by  t b a t  one  

word 'Home' .  They,  have  ' e x t e n d e d  t h e  . s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h a t  word beyond 

what  I t  . should p r o p e r l y  c o n n o t e . " ^ ^  Locked i n t o ,  the- m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  

p o s l t l o n , Re f o r me r s  shw a l l . o t h e r  women In  t h e  same l i g h t .  Thus t h e y  

c h a l l e n g e d  ancr^ClrarrgTî'd" t h e i r  w o r l d ,  but  In d o i n g  so t h e y  a l t e r e c ^  i t  i n 

ways t h a t  d i f f e r e d  v e r y  much f rom t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t .
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I’OOTNOKiS: CHAPTER ONE
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- I

CHAPTKR 2.

"Thé I d e o l o g i c a l  R o o ts  o f  t h e  M a r g l n a l l i e d  •
,,Fem ale  W o rk fo rc e ;  From E g a l . i t a r l a n ,  B e g in n in g s ,  to  
• ■ ■ '. H a t e f n a l l s t  Compromise"

A t t l r . u d e s  o f  b.otli women r e f o r m e r s  and women'  wo r k e r s  changed d r a ­

m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t he  V i c t o r i a n  • p e r i o d -  Whi l e  wam-cn had long p a r t i c ­

i p a t e d  i n  t he '  work w o r l d ,  t h e i r  ' numbers  I n c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  wi t h  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of  Nova S c o t i a  1n ' . t he '  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of  the n i n e ­

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  .These ' f e rnal e  w o r k e r s  ;—- c o n t r a r y  to the  a s s u m p t i o n s  of 

many m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  wer e  no t  s i m p l y  young o r  s i n g l e  g i r l s  

wo r k i n g  f o r  p i n  money,  b u t  o f t e n '  we r e  women who s u p p o r t e d  them' se l ves .  

■and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  mo r e o v e r ,  women worked t o  g a i n  . -equal  pay and b e t t e r  wor k i ng  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  n o t i o n s  o f  c l a s s  s o l i d a r i t y .  

C r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  r o l e . o f  women  i n  an a d v a n c i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p 1 1 a 1 i  s.t .

. ; s o c i e t y ,  t e a c h e r s , . f a c t o r y  g i r l s , and d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s  a l i k e  r e v e a l e d

.a s t ubbor n -  c o m m i t t m e n t  tC a more  e g a l i t a r i a n  f u t u r e .  . . ■

■ , At t h e  - t u r n ' o f  t he  c e n t u r y ,  h o we v e r ,  many . mi ddl e  c l a s s  women h^d

b e g u n  t o  w o r r y  about -  t h e  a p p a r e n t  t h r e a t  t o  women' .s,  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s

' •  t h a t  a c c o mp a n i e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  women Tn  t h e  ' w o r k - a - d a y  

wor l d -  F a c e d - w i t h  t h e  d e c r e a s i n g  a v a i ï a b i l i t y  o f - d o m e s t ’lc s e r v a n t s . I n  

t h é  l a b o u r  m a r k e t ;  t u r n - o f - t h è - c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s ;  I n c r e a s i n g l y  - a r g u e d  

t h a t  women'  ' worker s  ..were s a f e r  i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  home,  ■■where- t he y

■ ' g a i n e d  s k i l l s  t h a t  t h e y  .would u't 111 ze  ' i n  t h e i r  m a r r i e d  l i f e -  T h i s

m i d d l e  c l a s s  v i s i o n  I m p a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  upon t h e  e a r l l e . r ,  mo r e  

c r i t i c a l  s t a n c e  as . sumed -by women . 'wo-rkers.  I n s t e a d  o f  .’p'ii r s u  i ng .  t h e  .

, - - ■ . O b '  ■ . ■ '



■clemandtj f o r  e q u a l i  t y  I n .  wages*,  r e f o r m e r s  e mp h a s i z e d  I mp r o v e me n t s  In' 

wor k i ng  r . o n d i t l o n s  l.n order -  t o  p r g t e c t  women’s s u p e r i o r  m a t e r n a l  s e n s l ^  

b l l l t l e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e  In  f i e l d s ,  sue,h a s  e d u c a t i o n ,  w o m a n ' s  c l a i m  t o  

e q u a l i t y  gave  way to a s e g r e g a t i o n  . of  work a l o n g  g e n d e r  l i n e s  whi ch t he  

i d e o l o g y  o f  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  l e g i t i m i z e d .  Thus ,  w h i l e  Nova S c o t i a n  

women I n o r e a s l n g l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,

' t l i e y  g r a d u a l  Ly f o u n d  t h e i r  e g a l i t a r i a n  I m p u l s e s  u n d e r c u t  by m i d d l e  

c l a s s  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t s -  Tlie r e s u l t  was wld.^espread Ihg t l t u t l o n a l l z a -  

t l o n ' o f  g e n d e r  d i v i s i o n s  In - t h e  ' w o r k p l a c e  and t h e  m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  of 

women on tt'ie per l pl ' i e ry of  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  - '

The t r a n s i t i o n  f rom e g a l i t a r i a n i s m ' . t o - m a t e r n a l l s m  and It-S r e l a -  . 

t l o n s h t p  t.o w o r k  I s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  In  t h e  f i e l d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  

D u r i n g  t l i e - l a . s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  I 9 t h  c e n t u r y  women e n t e r e d  t h e  t e a c h i n g ,  

f i e l d  I n  c o n s i d e r a b l e / n u m b e r s .  T h i s ,  was  due  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e i r  own 

I m p r o v e d ,  e d u c a t i o n . o r ,  t o  t h e  To.w l e v e l  o f  pay,  f o r  f e m a l e  s c h o o l  

' t . e a c h e r . s h u t  a l s o  to t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  men ■ want  Ing t h e  e mp l o y me n t .  Tlie ‘ 

Morni n g  J o u r n a l  o f  S e p t e mb e r  1856 n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  youth" o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

were,  e n t r u s t e d  t o  "b r oken  down,  w o r t h l e s s  d r u n k a r d s ,  whose ^ l e  r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n  I s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  cheap . ,  and  s e l d o m  g e t  d r u n k  i n  s c h o o l

h o u r s . " .  The  Sun a' f ew y e a r s  e a r l i e r  wad e v e n  mo r e  s c a t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
' . '■ . • ' 

s o r t  o f  p e r s o n  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .

A C o u n t r y  S c h o o l m a s t e r '  o f  Nova S c o t i a ! !  Poo. r  w r e t c h !
Look  a t  . h i m w i t h  h i s  p a l e  f a c e ,  w r i n k l e d  f o r e h e a d ,  b a l ’d ■ 
a l m o s t  t o  t h e  c r o w n ,  —  h i s  we a k  e y e s  g l i m m e r l . n g  f e e b l y  

: t l i r ough h i s  r u s t y  s p e c t a c l e s , '  .... h i s '  n e t h e r l l p  c o n t i n u a l ­
ly,  h a n g i n g  d o wn ,  a s  i f  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  h i s  o-wn m i s e r y ,
.... h i s  b l o o d l e s s  c o m p l e x i o n  . . .  P o o r  d e v i l !  Mo s t  g e n e r -  

■ qus  p u b l i c !  . . .  t h e  p o o r  d e b i l i t a t e d ,  ha 1 f s t a r v e d ,  o v e r ­
w o r k e d  c r e a t u r e s  . . .  who t h a t  c an  p a c k  m a c k e r e l  . . . . w o u l d  

. , be a Nova . S c o t i a  S c h o o l m a s t e r ?  ' ' -
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• The r e  was o.bv.lousTy a l a r g e  voi d  In Che t e a c h i n g  i n - o f e s s l o n  wh Ich ' women 

c o u l d  f i l l .

.Tlie e n t r a n c e  o f  women I n t o  t e a c h i n g  was  w i d e l y  a p p l a u d e d .  

I nd e e d ,  t h e  p r e s s ,  p a r e n t s  of  s choo l  ' c h i l d r e n , . a n d  women. t e a c h e r ' s  own 

ma l e  p e e r s  s u p p o r t e d  the.  e n t r y  of  f e r àa l e  t e a c h e r s  I n t o  the  p r o f e . s s i o n .

' For  a t i m e  an a c t i v e  campa. lgn f o r  ma l e  and • f e m a l e  wage pa' rI ty ensued. '  

I n  18 7 4,  a r e s o l u t i o n  " t h a t  no d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  .sex he r e c o g n i z e d  In ■ 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e ' n a m e  op G r a d e  o r  p a y m e n t  o f  s a m e "  was  p a .s s e d by t h e  

Nova S c o t i a  Teachcr . s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  (NSTA). R q u a l l y  I m p o r t a n t  t o  women ■ 

In t h i s  p r o f e s s i o n  was t h e  • r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  ma l e  t cache  r,s ' o f  t en  gave  t o  

f e m a l e  t e a c h i n g  a b i l i t y . .  At t h e  1874 m e e t i n g  of  Che NSTA a Mr. George

r e a d  a p a p e r  on " T e a c h i n g  o f  Ar I ' t h m e 1 1 c a u t h o r e d  by a f c m a l t '  ■

■ ■ ■ ■ • ' \  . , -  
t e a c h e r .  Women, of  c o u r s e  were  h o t  y i l l  I ng  t o  speak,  on p u b l i c  p l a t ­

f o r m s  a t t h i s  t i m e ;  o b v i o u s l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  Che r e c o g n i t i o n  g i v e n  t h i s  

l a d y ' s  wor k  r e v e a l s  t he  k i n d  of  - suppor t  t h e y  o f t e n  r e c e  1 v e d . '

In 1875 a b a t t l e  b e g a n  o v e r  e q u a l i t y - i n  wa g e s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  o f  

b o t h  s e x e s .  At t h a t  t i m e  bo t h  ma l e  and f e m a l e  ’t eacher . s  we r e . u'pgrad 1 ng 

t h e i r  l l c e n c e . s  but ,  on l y  men wer e  r e c e i v i n g  any c o r r e s p o n d i n g  bei ief  I t s  

In pay.  Women r e c e i v e d  w i d e s p r e a d  Su p p o r t  f rom v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s .  The

. . S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f a v o u r e d  t h e  ' n o t i o n  t h a t  p.ay be . a c c o r d e d  

w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  s e x .  The  Ha l i f a x  C i t i z e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  I .s' no 

e a r t h l y  r e a s o n  why a womah who h a s  q u a l i f i e d  h e r s e l f  t o  h o l d  . t he  

advanced  l i c e n c e  s h o u l d  .not '  r e c e i v e  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e . a m o u n t  as a man.

A woman' s  n a t u r a l  a m b i t i o n  and . Improved ' s a l a r i e s  would e n c o u r a g e  h e r  

s e x ,  whi ch,  p o s s e s s e d  p e r h a p s  " t h e  n a t u r a l  e n d o w m e n t s  o f  p a t i e n c e ,  

f o r b e a r a n c e -  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  c h a r a c t e r , "  t o  j o i n  th' e p r o f e s s i o n .

. : - ' ^  38  -



'À few days  l a t e r  a P r o v i n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y ' s  b i l l  was I n t r o d u c e d  t o  g i v e  

e q u a l i t y  I n . p a y  t o  women t e a c h e r s  w i t h  t h e  advanced  l i c e n c e .

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  good  I n t e n t i o n s  t h e  I n j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  u n e q u a l  pay  

c o n t i n u e d  and p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  wages  r e ma i n e d  comrao.n'- 

p l a c e .  The A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1875 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  I t  had 

p r e v i o u s l y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  d i s c u s s i n g  s a l a r i e s  s i n c e  the.  s u b j e c t  was 

I n v o l v e d  In t h e l ^ l u ' n p l e a s a n t  - I s s u e " . o f  w o m e n ' s  r 1 g h t . s . '  "But a r e c e n t l y  

de v e l o p e d  s i t u a t i o n  a t  t he  M o r r i s  S t r e e t  Schoo l  p r o mp t e d  comment .  Thi s  

s c h o o l  had a ma l e  p r i n c i p a l  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  ma l e  d e p a r t m e n t  and a malp 

vT c e ^ - p r l n c l p a l  who p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  f e m a l e  d e p a r t m e n t . -  But  Mr.  Ma j o r ,  

v l c e . - p r  I n c l p a  I, h a d  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  t o  a p o s i t i o n  on. t h e  N o r m a l  S c h o o l  

s t a f f .  The Co mmi s s i o n e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  v a l u e  and e f f i c i e n c y  of  women 

pr l nc . l pa l . s  and recommended t h a t  a l a d y  v l c e - p r l n c l p a l , Mi s s  S t e r n s ,  be 

a p p o i n t e d . '  Her  s a l a r y  was  t o  be f i x e d  a t  $ 5 0 0  -  o n e - h a l f  t h e  a m o u n t  

p a i d  t o  M a j o r .  The c o m m i s s i o n e r s ,  s a Td  t h e  Ac a d i a n  R e c o r d e r , w o u l d  

e x p e c t  t h e  s a me  a m o u n t  o f  w o r k  and  t h e  . same r é s u l t a  f r o m  t h i s  l a d y .  

Whi l e  some p e o p l e  mi gh t  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  rea . sons  why l a d y  t e a c h e r s  would 

be pa i d  o n e - h a l f  t he  s a l a r y  o f  t h e i r  mal e ,  p e e r s ,  t h e  Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  

n o t e d ,  t h a t  " I t  l o o k s  a 1 1 t t  l e  d 1 f f  l e u  I t  o f  d é m o n s t r a t i o n . "  F u r t h e r ­

more ,  a l  t hough t h e  Ha l l  f ax  H e r a l d  f e l t  t h a t  women t e a c h e r s  w e r e  d r i v i n g  

men out  of  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e  Acadi an  R e c o r d e r . s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  e q ü a l l t y ' In' 

p a y  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  b e s t  t e a c h e r s  o f  e i t h e r  s e x  t o  o b t a i n  j o b s .  The 

r e d u c t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  s a l a r i e s  was’ "a mode'  o f  economy a g a i n s t  whi ch  we 

■would p r o t e s t  w h i l e  t h e  b a i l i f f  was  s e i z i n g  o u r  l a s t  c o a t  f o r  s c h o o l  

t axes - . "  . ' ' .
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So c o n v i n c e d  of  fhe.  I n j u s t i c e  was  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  A c a d i a n  

Re c o r d e r  t h a t  column spnc,e was o f f e r e d  t o  anyone who cou I d d e m o n s t r a t e  

• I t s  r i g h t n e s s .  . Such a r e s p o n s e  was n o t  l ong In coming.  In a l e t t e r  to 

t h e  D a i l y  Re c o r d  e r , "D",  n t e a c h e r ,  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  s a l a r y  o f f e r e d  

• S t e r n s  was t h a t  whi ch had a l w a y s  been o f f e r e d  to a l a d y  v l c e - p r l n c l p a l -  

No d o u b t  s h e  w o u l d  be g r a n t e d  an i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y ' a s  s h e  p r o v e d  h e r  

w o r t h .  Ma I o f  had  f o r m e r l y  b e e n  a p r i n c i p a l .  I t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  

f a i r  t o  s e n d  h i m I n t o  an I n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  w l r h  l e s s  pay, ,  and  t h u s  I t  

was  q u i t e  r i g h t  t o  r e d u c e  t h a t  pay. .u)-)on hl . s v a c a t i n g  hl .s p o s i t i o n .  

Under  e x i s t i n g  g u i d e l i n e s  s a l a r i e s  i n c r e a s e d  o y e r  f i v e  y e a r s  s e r v i c e  to 

a max i mum a mo u n t . '  "D" a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  m a l e  . t e a c h e r s  o c c a s . l o n n l . l  y . 

p a s s e d  t h e i r  maximum r a t e ,  b u t  " t h e r e  a r e  few c a n d i d a t e . s  of  thl . s cl . a s s , 

and t h e  demand e x c e e d s  t h e  s u p p l y ;  t h e  male, ' t e a c h e r s  can a l m o s t  d i c t a t e '  

t h e i r  t e r m s . "  • - '

Wha t  "D" i g n o r e d  was  t h e  g e n e r a l  I n e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  m a l e  and 

f e h i a l e  s a l a r i e s .  Mr . '  J .  . J ack,  p r i n c i p a l  o f  M o r r i s  S t r e e t  S c h o o l ,  

r e c e i v e d  $ 1 350.  Mr.  J .  T. M e l l i s K  o f  A l b r o  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  f e c e  I ved  

$1150.  The t w o . o t h e r  Grade 'A' mal e  t e a c h e r s  r e c e i v e d  .sal a r  le.s of ,  $850.  

and  $700-  On l y  t h e  l a t t e r  f e l l  w i t h i n  Che . g u i d e l i n e s  of  t h e  n o r m a l  

s a l a r y  s c a l e ,  and he r e c e i v e d  the;  maximum a l l o w e d .  Al l  Grade 'B' -male 

t e a c h e r s  r e c e i v e d  mo r e  t h a n  t h e  maxi mum o f  $ 5 0 0 ;  o n e  r e c e i v e d  $540 ;  

f o u r  e a r n e d '  $580;  e i g h t  r e c e i v e d  be t we e n  $620 and $640;  t h r e e  re. celved 

$700 and two e a r n e d  $800.  A l l  f e m a l e  Grade "B" t e a r h e r s  e a r n e d  g r e a t e r  

t h a n  t h e  maxi mum o f  $ 3 0 0 ;  Mi s s  M i l l e r  o f  B r u n s . wi ck  S t r e e t  S c h o o l  

r e c e i v e d  $ 7 0 0 ;  t h e  o t h e r s  r e c e i v e d ,  b e t w e e n  $ 3 4 0  t o  $4pO.  So e v e n  I f  

f e m a l e  . s a l a r i e s  o f t e n  e x c e e d e d ,  t h e  s c a l e ,  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  a v e r a g e d  h a l f
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of  ma l e  t e a c h e r s '  wages.  I t  mi gh t  even be a u r m l a e d  t h a t  "D"'g s u p p o r t  

o f  t h e  s a l a r y  r e d u c t i o n  f o r  S t e p n s  was  b a s e d  on h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  l o w  

■ ("C") l i c e n c e  and h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  H i g h . ' s a l a r y  ($500)  f o r  a f e m a l e .  ,

■ ' I n e q u i t i e s  I n  s a l a r i e s  a s i d e ,  t h e r e . r e m a i n e d  w i d e s p r e a d  p u b l i c  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of  women t e a c h e r . s .  The r e  we r e  a number  of  

r e a s o n s  f o r  T h i s .  T a x p a y e r s  w e r e  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  the.  e v e r  I n c r e a s i n g  

r e v e n u e s ' t h a t  common s c h o o l s  consumed;  In t u r n ,  h o we v e r ,  t h a t  a w a r e n e s s  

- p ns u r e d  t h a t  I s s u e s  I n v o l v i n g  t e a c h e r s  had h i g h  v i s i b i l i t y .  F u r t h e r -  

more ' - t . he I m p o r t a n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  t o  p a r e n t s  and  t o  s o c l e ' t y  In  g e n e r a l  

e n c o u r a g e d , clo. se p u b l i c  . s c r u t i n y  o f  t e a c h e r s  a.nd t e a c h i n g  me t hods .  In 

t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t . f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  wer e  a b l e  t o  make t b e l r  g r i e v a n c e s  and 

t h e i r  l ow . s a l a r i e s  ' .common knowl e dge .  • . '

One e xampl e  of  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  women t e a c h e r s  I s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

I n s t r u c t i v e .  T h i s  c a s e  I n v o l v e d  a Mr.  .1. . l a c k ,  p r i n c i p a l  o f  M o r r i s  

S t r e e t  . school ;  . who had been  c h a r g e d  w i t h  I n d e c e n t l y  a s s a u l t i n g  a Miss  

M. cÇu l l pch ,  a n o t h e r  t e a c h e r .  A numb h r  o f  p a r e n t s  f r o m  M c C . u l l o c h ' s  

d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t e d '  h e r ,  and p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  J a c k ' s ^  d i s m i s s a l .  But  a 

Commi t t ee  composed of  a m a j o r i t y  .of  t e a c h e r s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a r g e s  

o f  b e i n g  d r u n k  and I n d e c e n t l y  a s s a u l t i n g  McCul l och  c ou l d  no t  be p r o v e n  

and recommended a s u s p e n s i o n  w i t h o u t  pay f o r  J a c k .  A m i n o r i t y  of  t he  

Commi t t e e  members  r e q u e s t e d  d i s m i s s a l .  But  p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  

and J a c k  wa s  d i s m i s s e d . .  At  a s u b s e q u e n t  m e e t i n g  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h a t  

' d l s m l s . s a l ,  one of  t he  t e a c h e r s ,  a Mr. B r o o k f i e l d ,  t e s t i f i e d  tha. t  he had 

s een  J a c k  on'  t h e  day I n  q u e s t i o n  and t h a t  J a c k  was u ndpr  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  

o f  a l c o h o l  and had  I n s u l t e d  h i m .  J a c k  o n l y  a p o l o g i z e d  t o  B r o o k f i e l d  

when t h e  c r i s i s  b e c a m e  p u b l i c .  B r o o k f i e l d  f e l t  t h a t  M c C u l l o c h  had 

. '  '  - ■ ■ '
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g i v e n ,  s a  t  i s  E a r. t  o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  mat  t e r .  - J ack ' s  d i s m i s s a l ,  was ' 

e v e n t u a l l y  u p h e l d . ' ; .

Be c a us e  of  t h e i r  p u b l i c  v i s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t e a c h e r s  o f t e n  had 

t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  r e ^ ) g n i z e d  and s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  p u b l i c -  ' Su ch was t h e  ' 

c a s e  in A u g u s t , .  1880 when  a D a r t m o u t h  " R a t e  p a y e r "  oond.einned t h e  

D a r t i n o f l t h  S.choo I B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  f i r e  t h e  t wo  t e.a r  he r s  f r o m t h e  

p r i m a r y  g r a d e s  a s  an  e c o n o m y  m e a s u r e .  One of  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  a Mi s s  

. O ' T o o l e ,  h a'd t w e l v e  y e a r s   ̂ o f e x p e r i e n c e  and liad t a u g h t ,  o v e r  !A0 

ch i  Id Ten u n d e r  t h e .  age  ,of s e v e n  du. r lng t l ie l a s t  s e a s o n .  .This economy 

m e a s u r e ,  " R a t e  payer - "  c l a i m e d ,  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  o n l y  a t o k e n  s a v i n g  f o r .  

t h e  Board ,  and woul d  ha r m t h e  young c j i l l d r e n  bo t h  be c a us e  of  t he  l e v e l  

o f  p e r s o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  would  now r e c e i v e  and b e c a u s e  of. t h e  c rowded 

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .  " P a r e n t "  r e s  p o n d e d  t o  ■ t . hese  , cha  r g e s  by 

c l a i m i n g  t h a t ,  t h e  p u p i l s  -would now have a b e t t e r  c l a s s . r oom,  and I f  an 

e x t r a ,  t e a c h e r  was  n e e d e d  one  w o u l d  be h i r e d .  T h r o u g h  r e f u s i n g  t o  

d i s c u s s  e i t h e r  t e a c h e r , " P a r e n t "  I m p l i e d  t h a t  t h ë r e  wer e  pe rhapy ' - add i -  

t l o n a l  r e a s o n s ' - f o r  t h e i r  d i s m i s s a l .  ' -

I f  p a r e n t s  a nd  t h e  p u b l i c ,  d e m a n d e d  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  

t h e y ' w e r e  a l s o  v i g i l a n t  In d e t e c t i n g ,  t e a c h e r ' s  . d e f i c i e n c i e s .  .'One 1892 

c a s e  I l l u s t r a t e d  p a r e n t a l  C o n c e r & s . a b o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d s  of  

b e h a v i o r  f o r  t e a c h e r s . '  ' A l t h o u g h  t h e  t e a c h e r .  M i s s  B r u c e  of  Ma y n a r d  

S t r e e t  Sc h o o l  was I n i t i a l l y  e x o n e r a t e d  by t h e  Sc hoo l  Board of  c h a r g e s  

o f  I m p r o p e r  c o n d u c t ,  m o r e  t h a n  60 l a d l e s  a n d . g e n t l e m e n  v o t e d  a t  a 

■ p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  - for  h e r  d i s m i s s a l .  Thi s  ' me e t i n g  wa.s h e l d  a t  Zion Church 

I n  t h e  n o r t h  end  o f  H a l i f a x  and was  a t t e n d e d  e x c l n g i v e l y  by b l a c k  

r e s i d e n t s .  Mr.  P. P. McKerrow p r e s i d e d .  McKerrow d i s c u s s e d  t h e  -School
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Boa rd-8 r e p o  r t , and  c r i t i c i z e d  M i s s  B r u c e ' s  c o n d u c t .  She  h a d ,  he 

c l a i m e d ,  d a n g l e d  a s t V a p  In t h e  f a c e ,  o f  a woman who c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  

t he  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  one of  h e r  c h i l d r e n  rece l ve . d .  Mr. B. N. Da v i s  a l s o  ' 

made a l e n g t h y  s p e e c h .  He .no t e d  t h a t  ■ t h e  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  ha d  b e e n  

■ ' c a l l e d  ' a p e . s '  and ' g o a t s '  arid ' m o n k e y s '  and(^'d a ' r k l e s '" and o t h e r  " v i . l e  

low e p i t h e t s . "  Davi s  a s ked  f o r  any s u p p o r t e r ^  o f  t h e  t e a c l i e r  t o  stand, .  

No - o n e  d i d  s o .  Mr.  R u s s e l l  s p o k e  on t h e  down- tn^odd' en ' ne g r o  r a c e  .and

t h e  . I n j u s t i c e s  I t  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  u n d e r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  f l a g .  Mr.  C o o p e r

c o n d e m n e d  M i s s  Bruce. ,  f o r  s l e e p i n g  I n  t h e  s c h o o l ^ o u s e .  Mr.  J a c k s o n

■ ' . . ' . - \  . . 
not ed the  t e n d e n c y  t o  I n s u l t  tlie'  c o l o r e d  r a c e ;  t h e y  wer e  t r e a t e d  w i t h

c o n t e mp t ;  w h i t e  p e o p l e  put  oh a i r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  wer e  t e n  of  them In

D o r c h e s t e r  t o  o n e ' o f  t he  A n g l o - A f r l c a n  r a c e . "  ■ Mrs.  .Compton q u e s t i o n e d

t he  I n d i v i d u a l  Cons c l e n c e  of. t h e  s c h o o l  ' c o m m i s s i o n e r s , and n o t e d  t h a t

Miss  B r u t e  d r i e d  h e r  - c l o t h e s  a r ound  t h e  s c h o o l  room on wash day. '  Mrs.

Lewis  noçed t h a t  Miss  Bruce  p u t  " I mpur e  s ugge s  t  l.ons In t h e  mi nds  of  t he

c h i l d r e n . "  One t i m e  a c h i l d  had  b e e n  k n o c k e d  down  and  k i c k e d .  Rev.

Mr. Crosby no t ed  Cha f  i n  , a i i o t h e r  c a s e  Mi s s  Bruce  had o f f e r e d  him money

I f  he would,  i n f l u e n c e  c h i l d r e n  t o  t e s t i f y  In h e r  f a v o u r .  Al l  p r e s e n t

a t  t h e  me e t i n g  I n d i c a t e d  by a s t a n d i n g  v o t e  t h a t  Miss  Br ucé  s h o u l d  be

d i s m i s s e d  h '  ■ ,■ -. ' ' '

Women t e a c h e r s  o b v i o u s l y  p l a c e d . a  d i s t i n c t i v e  m a r k  on C h e l r

wor l d .  Because  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  eye  g r a d u a l l y  e n a b l e d  them

t o  a s s u m e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a p r o f e s s i o n ,  p o p u l a r ' s u p p o r t  f o r  b o t h  e q u a l

wages and I mp r o v e me n t  In  s a l a r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o .  be, - w i d e s p r e a d .  .In 1883

F. H; E a t o n ,  a P r o f e s s o r  o f  M a t h e m a t i c s  and - N a t u r a l  S c i e n c e s  a t  t h e

T r u r o  N o r ma l  C o l l e g e  n o t e d  t h a t  s a l a r i e - s  f o r  women t e a c h e r s ,  w e r e
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s candf i  1 OMS 1 y l o w .  I n  ;i s 1 m I 1 ^ r  v i e w  D. Mon t  g o.m e r  y , P r i n c e  'F.Hw.-ird

I s l a n d  C h i e f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  • E d u c a t i o n  s poke  t  d t h e  S i x t h  Annua l

, C o n v e h t l o n  of  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  ‘E d u c a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  Nova Sco t i a -  In

1889 ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  he  c o u l d  n o t  - F i nd , a  s a t  La f.nc t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  why

wo'men t e a c h e r s  we r e  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  agai r t s . t  i n .  t he  m a t t e r ’ of  pay.

G^ i v e n . t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  . p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  women t e a c h e r s  I t  I s

h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  women were  i n  t he  vanguard  of  t h e  movement  to

f o r m a t e a c h e r ' s  u n i o n .  At t h e  T w e i . f t h  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l ,

E d u c a t i o n a l  . A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1895,  Mis.s Ma r g a r e t  Graham made a p l e a  f o r

’'A T e a c h e r ' s  P r o t e c t i v e  U n i o n " .  . . '

I t  s e e m s  t o  me t h a t  t he.  t i m e  h a s  come when we t e a c h e r . s  
s h o u l d  o r g a n i z e  I n t o  some s o r t  of  n u n i o n ,  s i m i l a r  to t he  ' 
soc i e t l . e . s  e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  m e d i c a l ,  l e g a l  "and o t h e r  p r o f e s -  
s i o n . s . '  T h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  h a v e  t h e i r  c o d e  o f  e t h i c s ,  e t c . ,

• why s h o u l d  n o t  we do l i k e w i s e ?  There  i s  a lac.k of  p r o f  As-  • 
s i p n a l  h o n o r  amo n g  t e a c h i ^ r s  t h a t  w o u l d ,  I  .am s u r e ,  be 

■ r e m e d i e d  by a 'u’hiO'n w h e r e  we w e r e  p l e d g e d  t o  h e l p  and -' 
s t a n d  -by, e a c h  o t h e r  i n s t e a d  o f  work-lng a g a i n s t  each o t h e r  
by " u n d e r b i d d i n g  f o r  pos  i t  i o n s ) a s  t e a c h e r s '  now d o . " . And 
. s u r e l y  t h e  m i s e r a b l y  l o w  s a l a r i e s  now . p a i d  t o  t e a c h e r s  
m i g h t  be i m p r o v e d  i f  we h a d  a m i n i m u m  r a t e  f i x e d  by t i i e 
u n i o n .  T h i s  I s  a m a t t e r  t h a t  t o u c h e s  o u r  e m p t y  p o c k è t  

■ books  -as w e l l  a s  o u r  ' f u l  l, h e a r t s . . - , - ' ■ .

' Grai>am' .s r e s o l u t ' l o n  was  p a s s e d . ’ I n  m a k i n g  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  Gr aham 

showed ah a w a r e n e s s  o f  t!\e need f o r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  among t e a c h e r . s  of  bo t h  

■sexe.s , and r e v e a l e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  i m p e t u s  t o w a r d s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n '  

a l r e a d y  e v i d e n t  i n  o t h e r  f i e l d s .  ■,

Graham e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  d l v i s i v e ' n e . s s  t h a t  i nequa  1 11 l e s  

i n  s a l a r i e s  caused, .  U n d e r b i d d i n g  f o r  p o s i t i o n s  p i t t e d  teaci i er . s  a g a i n s t  

o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  and  h u r t  a l l . b u t  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d s .  But  t h e  u n i o n ­

i z a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s  t e s t e d ,  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t : ' -  d u r i n g ,  t h e  

1890s p e o p l e  we r e  o n l y  t o o  a wa r e  bo t h  of  t h e  g r o w i n g  power  of  o r g a n i z e d
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i à h o o r  and  t h e  g r o w i n g  e x p e n s e  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e ;  t h e  D e p a r t me n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  

t h e  p r a c t i s e  o‘f u n d e r b i d d i n g .  -In 189 4,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  A c a d i a n  

Recorder ,  c r i t i c i z e d  a d v e r t  I scment . s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  whe r e  i n f o r m ­

a t i o n  on s a l a r y  was  r e q u e s t e d ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  " t h e  s t a t e  p a y s  f o r  t h e  -

. be.gt,  l ind s h o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  I t s e l f  t o  be pu t  o f f  w i t h  i n f e r i o r . "

■The p r a c t i s e  of  u n d e r b i d d i n g  a l l o w e d  t e a c h e r s  who woul d  work f o r  

t h e  l e a s t  a m o u n t  t o  be ' -hi  r e d .  B e c a u s e  t h e  u n d e r b i d d e r s  u s u a l l y  w e r e  

f ema l e  t e a c h e r s ,  mo r e o v e r ,  t h e  p r a c t i s e  g r a d u a l l y  l e d  t o  t h é  s e g r e g a ­

t i o n  of  h i g h e r  p a i d  ma l e  t e a c h e r s  in - t he  more advanced  grade. s  and l o w -  

waged  womi^n t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  b o w e r  g r a d e s .  In t u r n ,  t h i s  g e n d e r '  

s e g r e g a t i o n  l ed /many p e o p l e  t o  s u r m i s e  t h a t  t h e r e  were. '  g e n d e r  r e l a t e d  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t e a c h i n g  a b i l i t y .  I n  18 91 " Do c .9 t  i  ck-s " o f  t h e .  A c a d i a n  , 

R e c o r d e r  n o t e d  t h a t  an unnamed l e a d i n g  e d u c a t i o n i s t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  ma l e

t e a c h e r s  had a'  b e t t e r  i n f l u e n c e ,  on s t u d e n t s  and t h a t  t h e  r a p i d  i n f  l ux
1 ■

.of f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s  was r e . s p o n s i b l e ,  f o r  . the ' e d u c a t i o n a l  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  

t i m e .  No d o u b t  . t h i s  u n n a m e d  e d u c a t i o n i s t  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  a v i e w p o i n t  

p o p u l a r  amongs t  an i n c r e a s i n g  number  of  r e f o r m e r s ,  t h a t  ma l e  t e a c h e r s  

were  mpre c a p a b l e  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  o l d e r  s t u d e n t s  w h i l e  . ' f emal e  t e a c h e r s  -  

be c a u s e  of  t h e i r  n u r t u r i n g  a b i l i t y  - ' were  b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  t e a c h  y o unge r  

p u p i l s ,  t h e y  p o i n t e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  a y o u n g  w o m a n ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o -  

ha.ndlo h e r  c l a s s e s  i n  1895.  Miss  La u r a  Ho we l l ,  who t a u g h t  t h e  Maynard 

St r e n t , c o l o r e d  boys ,  t u r n e d  t h e . c l a s s  room keys  i n t o  t h e  Commiss  l o n e r ' s  

o f f i c e ,  s . t a t i n g  t h a t  s h e  was  u n a b l e  t o  h a n d  l e  t h e  .boy.g . G r a d u a l l y ,
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t h e n ,  as women wei;e s e e n  t o  be e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  to, e l e m e n t a r y ' i n s  t r u c -
1. '

t l o n ' t h e  e g a l l C n r l o n  v i s i o n  of  an.  e a r l i e r  day gave  way to t he  i d e o l o g y  

qf  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m ^ "  • . •

R e f o r me r s  who a d o p t e d  t i te m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  o r t h o d o x y  no l o n g e r

f o u g h t  f o r  e q v i a l l t y  In s a l a r i e s .  I n s t e a d  t h e y  e xcus ed  s a l a r y  I n o q u a l -

. '  ,

11 l es  b e c a u s e  of  - p e r c e i v e d  g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  In  t he  t e a c h i n g '  p r o f e s ­

s i o n .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h i s  s h i f t  r e f l e c t e d  a g r o wi n g  c o n c e r n  . about  

e d u c a t i o n  c o s t s .  I n  1897 f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w h e n . t h e  H a l i f a x  S c h o o l  Hoard  

s n h m l t t e d  I t s  b u d g e t ,  c o n c e r n  was e x p r e s s e d  by C i t y  Gonncl  1 about  tlie 

e s c a l a t i n g  c o s t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Al t hough  Al der man  Lane ougge's t ed  t ha t '  

t h e  o n l y  way t o  s t o p  c o s t  I n c r e a s e s  was t o  s t o p  p e o p l e  f r om h a v i n g  

c h i l d r e n ,  Al de rman Mc F a t r l d g e  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  ' ' high"  sn l a r l e . s  o f  f ema l e  

t e a c h e r s ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  .$700 was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a young lady. '  F u r t h e r ­

m o r e ,  M c F a t r l d g e  a r g u e d .  I n  a c i t y  w h e r e  many c o o k s  o n l y  r e c e i v e d  .$8 

p e r  mont h ,  a s a l . a r y  of  ,$500 was t oo  much f o r  a f e m a l e  coAkI ng ' t e a c h e r .

A f t e r '  t h e  t u r n  o'f t h e  c e h t u r y  c a l l s  f o r  r e f o r m  w e r e  a i m e d  -at  

g a i n i n g  h l g l i é r  p a y  Cor  a l l  t e a c h e r s ,  n o t  a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e t we e n  mal e  and f e m a l e  s a l a r i e s .  The New .Glasgow Times  i n  1903 no t ed  

t h a t  t h e  b e s t  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  l e a v i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f o r  h i g h e r  pay  and 

demanded a g e n e r a l  i n e r c a s e  In s a l a r i e s .  The n e w s p a p e r  condemned t h a t  

p a r t  o f .  t h e  p r e s s  whi ch s u p p o r t e d  u n d e r p a i d  l a b o u r  and r i d i c u l e d  t h o s e  

who d e c l a r e d  t h a t  $ 2 0 0 ' a y e a r  " I s  m o r e . t h a n  s u f f i c i e n t  r e c o m p e n s e  t o  

t h e  f a i t h f u l  t e a c h e r  and  m o u l d e r  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n ' s  dc.q t  I n y ." L a t e r  

t h a t  y e a r  c o l u m n i s t " P r u d e n c e "  commented t h a t  s a l a r i e s  of  t e a c h e r s  were 

" l a u g h a b l e . "  A n o t h e r  c o l u m n i s t  r e f e r r e d  t o . r u m o u r s  t h a t  t h e  m a i n l y  

f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s . . w e r e  t h i n k i n g  of f o r mi n g  .a u n i o n  In 1904 nnd s u p p o r t e d
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tt iem. "The o a l s i r l e s  a r e  b a r e l y  enough t o  e n a b l e  them'  to l i v e  as women 

.of e d u c a t i o n  and r e f i n e m e n t  s h o u l d  l i v e  . . .  I t  i s  s u r e l y ’ t i m e  f o r  a 

c h a n g e . "  By 1912,  h o u j e v e r , !  a s o c i e t y  c o l u m n i s t  was  a b l e  t o ' . c h i d e  •

' f e ma l e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ' i n  u n i o n  a c . t i v i t . l e s  and 

t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  s u p p o r t  male  t e a c h e r s  on I s s u e s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  them. ^ , 

Des|?,jrte t h e  w a n i n g s u p p o r  t f o r  e q u a l i t y  i n  s a l a r i e s  d u r i n g ' t h e  

f i r s t  de c a de  of  .thé 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  t e a c h e r s  lyad . a c h i e v e d  some a d v a n c e s .  ' 

Con s c l  on s - o f  - the a m o u n t  o f  p u b l i c  mone.y d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  e d u c a t i o n ,  

t a x p a y e r s  k e p t  t e a c h e r s  and t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  i n  the- p u b l i c  eye- Be f o r e  

' t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  C e n t u r y ,  m o r e o v e r ,  m a l e  t e a c h e r s  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  

f e ma l e  p e e r s  t o  become hiord aware,  o'f i s s u e s  common to e i t h e r  g e n d e r  and 

t o  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  c l a i m s  f o r  j u s t  t  r e n t  men t.! I n .  t h i s  c o n t e x t  women 

t e a c h e r s  a r t i c u l a t e d  a n d , p u r s u e d  a c o u r s e  o f  g-ender  e q u a l i t y . '  A f t e r  

t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h o we v e r ,  f e m a l e  t e a c h e r s ,  were  s t r e a m e d  i n t o  

l o w e r  g r a d e s ,  whe r e  t h e i r  s uppos e d  m a t e r n a l  v i r t u e s  would r e v e a l  them-^ 

s e l v e s .  I n  t u r n  m a l e  t e a c h e r s  c a me  t o ' d o m i n a t e  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of. 

e d u c a t i o n ,  t h u s  . . j u s t i f y i n g - i n  a ' p e r v e r s e  way t h e i r  h i g h e r  s à l a r i e . s .  I n  

t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  ge.nde. r  s e g r e g a t i o n  a s p l i n t e r i n g  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  ■ 

o c c u r e d ,  and a.s t h é  e a r l i e r  c o o p e r a t i o n - a c r o s s  g e n d e r  l i n e s  d i s s i p a t e d ,  . 

t he  dream of  e q u a l i t y  f o r  women t e a c h e r s  was. l o s t .  ' - -

- ' - , Do m e s  t i c  s e r v a n t s  a nd  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s  h a d  a much d i f f e r e n t

e x p e r i e n c e ' t ha n  di d  women e d u c a t o r s .  - ' G i r l s  in t h e s e  l i n e s  of- ,work had 

l i t t l e  cha.hce t o  meet  t h e i r  p e e r s  o r  d e v e l o p  i d e a s  o f  co—o p e r a t i o n  i n  

t he  w o r k p l a c e .  A f f e c t e d  by . the whims of  a m i s t r e s s ,  o r  by'  t he  s c r u t i n y  

of  t h é  f o r e ma n ,  t h e s e  g i r l s  and younj^ women we r e  al . so i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  p u r s u e d  by m i d d l e  c l a s s  . r e f o r m e r - s -  Ye t  e v e n  d e s p i t e  t h e
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r e l s t l v e '  I s o l a t i o n  of  t h e s e  wo r k i n g  cl ' asS women,  and t he  a t t e m p t s  of  

r e f o r m e r s  t o  I n s t r u c t  them In'  a p p r o p r i a t e  - l a iddle  c l a s s  v a l u e s ,  a r u d i ­

m e n t a r y  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  emerged  which r e f l e c t e d  t he  ' p e r s p n n 1 11 l ^ s  . 

and o b j e c t i v e ^  o f  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  women r a t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e i r  

e m p l o y e r s  o r  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  O'f mo r a l  "Opl l f t . . "

Even thougt i  t h e r e  was a h i g h  demand f o r  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s  1n Npva 

S c o t  la as  e l s e w h e r e ,  many young women l o o k e d  w i t h  a v e r s i o n  upon t h  Ur 

w o r k .  I s o l a t i o n ' ,  p o t e n t i a l ,  e x p l o i t â t  I o n  , and t h e  l a c k , o f  p e r s o n a l  

f r eedom a l l  c o n t r  l b \ i t ed t o  Women's d i s d a i n  f o r  t h i s  e mp l o y me n t ’. Be­

moani ng t h i s  f a c t ,  r e f o r m e r s . e s t a b l i s h e d  numerous  s chemes  t o  I n c r o a s o  

t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v a n t s -  T h e s e  s c h e m e s  v a r i e d  f r o m I m p o r t  I n  g 

B r i t i s h  women -  one woman s u g g e s  t ed t h a t  C h i n e s e " " c o o l i e s "  be b r o u g h t  

t o  Nova S c o t i a  -, t o  t r a i n i n g  l o w e r  c l  a s's women o r  e v e n  r e c l a i m i n g  

p r o s t i t u t e s ■ f o r  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e -  - 1n 1875 t h e  'Acadian R e c o r d e r  com­

ment ed  on a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  an E n g l i s h  scheme t h a t  t r a i n e d  i mp o v e r i s h e d  

g e n t l e w o m e n  t o  be "Lady  . He l p e r s ! ' .  The s c h e m e  w o u l d  n o t  wo r k  i n  No v a 

S c o t i a - ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  f e l t ,  b e c a u s e  C a n a d i a n  d a u g h t e r . s  o f  c o u n t r y  

f a r m e r s  and  c h a n 1 c s  s e e m e d  t o  p r e f e r  p o v e r t y  a t  home r a t h e r  t h a n  

g o i n g  o u t  t o  s e r v i c e .  The " t e . r r l ' b l e  s e n s e  o f  s o c i a l  h u m i l i a t i o n  arid 

d ' egra ' da t l on  w i l l  , ; p r esen t '  an l n . sep a r a b l e  b a r r i e r  t o  t he  ' succe. ss  of.  any

s u c h  s c h e m e . "  ' I n  a n y  c g s e  t h e  . n e w s p a p e r  f e l t  I t  w a s . p r o p e r  t l i a t  a

. '  ' . .  - /  ' &  "
" w e l l - b e h a v e d  and s e n s i b l e  g i r l "  s e c u ré  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of  a husband to do

t h e  woVkl. . • ' , ' ’

■Husbands,  p f  c o u r s e ,  were  not  a l wa ys  t h e  ana wer ,  and many young 

women r e l u c t a n t l y  e n t e r e d  t he  w o r k f o r c e  a s  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s .  Domes t i c  

s e r v i c e  was  o f t e n  d e m e a n i n g .  M i s t r e s s e s  and r e f  o r me  r.s, c o n t i n u a l l y
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u p b r a i d e d  s c r v o n c o  f.or f h e i r  i n e f f i c i e n c y ,  t h e f r  p e r f o r j n a n c e ,  and t l i e l r

iacic 'of ' t r a i n i n g s  In , 1885 a c o r r e s ponden t :  t o  a Nova S c o t i a n  ne ws pa pe r -  

d r e w  r e a d e r s '  a t t e n t i o n  't'o n u r s e s  who n e g l e c t e d  and  m i s t r e a t e d  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  In t h e i r  .care. '  The- w r i t e r  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  " s u b o r d i n a t e s "  w e r e '  

mot e  I n t e r e s t e d  In g o s s i p i n g  t h a n  a t t e n d i n g  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  . " V i s i t o r "  

■wrote I'n 1894 a b o u t  .Che n u r s e s  who t o o k  chlLd. ren t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Gardens  

■ and m i s t r e a t e d  them w h i l e  t h e y  " a mu s e f d j  thç, rase.Wes w i t h  I d l e  s o l d i e r s  

and ' c l v l  l l a n s  wtio g a t h e r  t h e r e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e . ' "  . - ' ■

■ '.. O c c a s i o n a l  - g l i m p s e s  o f  . t r e a t m e n t  r e c e i v e d  by s e r v a n t s  h e l p s  to 

- e s t a b l l . s h  -the o f t e n  e x p l o i t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  d o m e s t i c  . s e r v i c e .  Take,  f o r  

. exampl e , -  t h e - c a s e  of  t h e . s e r v a n t  g i r l  who w h i l e  wo r k i n g  f o r  a r e s p e c t ­

a b l e  Nor t h  Bud f a m i l y  found,  some loy.enges.  and . consumed them.  When she'

' ' . ' . ^  - ' 
b e c a m e  1 1 1 , s h e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s h e  ha d  been,  p o i s o n e d -  J n  f a c t  h e r

e m p l o y e  r .had p r e p a r e d  a t r  a p f  o r  h e r  t o  c u r e  h e r  o f  " d a n g e r o u s  t r a i t s

of  I n q u i s i t i v e n e s s . "  The young l a d y  was a f t e r w a r d s  l é p o r t e d  s e e k i n g  a

new p o s i t i o n .  In a n o t h e r  .case,  a young women f r om t h e  I s l e  o f  ' J e r s e y ,

c.a-me. Co Ca n a d a  in'  o r d e r  t o  j  o l n  h e r  h u s b a n d  I n  C a l g a r y ,  o She  hpd  o n l y ,

. e n o u g h  -money t o  r e a c h  H a l i f a x .  She  w o r k e d  a s  à d o m e s t i c  u n t i l  her -

- c o n d i t i o n  f o r c e d  h e r  . I n t o  t h e  I n f a n t s '  Home -where she  r e ma i n e d  as a wet

n u r s e  t o  . a n o t h e r  c h i l d .  I t  was r umour ed  t h a t  s he  was . t u r n e d - o u t  o f  t hd

-hontq a f t e r  be i ng  accu’Sqd of  not  - g i v i n g  e q u a l - . a t t e n t i o n  t o  e,‘açh -chi ld.  

She -was t h e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  Poor'  House,  , . . .  ,,

- Of t e n  t h e  s e r v a n t  g i r l  had no p r o t e c t i o n  ' a g a i n s t  I n d i g n i t i e s  t h a t  

w e r e  f o ' r c e d  u p o n d i e r ,  ' i n c l u d i n g  p h y s i c a l  b' r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l f .  I n  one

, c a s e ,  a . s e r v a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  h e r  e m p l o y e r  . had  - g r a b b e d  h e r  by t h e

-  '  ' ■ ■ ■  ■ '  \  '  - . '  .  - -
n e c k ,  t h r o w n  h e r  o v e r  a'  c h a i r  and t h e n  t i l e d  t o  . f o r c e '  her , :  f rom t h e

4 9-



boqse .  When s he  scr'ecimeci f o r  h e l p  he pu t  a t owe l  . oye r  h e r  mouth.  Both 

. the defendent .  and h i s  wi f e ,  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  g i r l -  was t mpudent  and had 

r e f u s e d  t o  do w o r k  f o r  . t he  w i f e ,  lie d e n i e d  t h e  a s s a u l t ,  and a d i n l t t . e d -  

o n l y  t o  g r o b b ' i n g ■ h e r  arm a f t e r  she  had r e f u s e d  t o  l ea ve  t he  house  when

s o  o r d e r e d .  He c l a i m e d ,  t h h t  the.  g i r l  had t h r o w n  h e r s e l f  on t h e  f l o o r  '

I n  a r a g e  and s c r e a me d .  The c a s e  was" d l s m Issed. ,

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  s e r v a n t s  were  o f t e n  m i s t r e a t e d ,  e x p l o i t e d  and In 

t h e i r  I s o l a t e d  w o r k p l a c e ,  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t he  wtvlms of  t h e i r  e mp l o y e r s .  ■ 

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  many s e r v a n t s " m a n a g e d  t o  s p e a k  o u t , a b o u t '  ; 

t h e m s e l v e s , t h e i r  job. s ,  ' and t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s ,  and abou t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  "of  ̂

• m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  I n  g e n e r a l .  IP 1880 ,  " ' M l n e r v a ” , a l a d y ,

" n e i t h e r  a m i s t r e s s  [n ] o r  • sa rv-ant "  , w r o t e  t o  t he  Acadian R e c o r d e r  a b o u t  .'
■ : , ' -.--------- -----—'— ■ "V '

d i s p a r a g i n g  rema rk.s made i n  t h e  p r e . s s a b o u t  s e r va n t . s .  . . . •

As a woman 1 am n o t  g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  . ^ d l y  by and h e a r  a 
c l a s s  ,pf u s e f u l ,  aye  and .much abus ed  women,  most  of.  whom 

. ;are u n a b l e . t o  d e f e n d ■t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  pen ,  t r a d u c e d  by
o n e  o f  t h e i r  own s e x ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s ;  and  n o t
t a k e  up  my own p e n  i n  t h e i r  d e f e n c e .  Much h a s ' b e e n  s a i d  
a b o u t  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s / p f  s e r v a n t s ,  much o f  " t h i s  was 

''  ' I n d u c e d ,  i f  n o t  d i r e c t l y  b r o u g h t - a b o u t  by c a r e l e s s  and ^
. i n c o m p e t e n t  m i s t r e s s e s ,  who t oo  f f e q u t n t l y . l e a v e  t h e  most  
i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s '  o f  t h e .  h o u s e h o l d -  t o  he c o n d u c t e d  by ,

'■ ' s e r v a n t s ,  w h i l e ,  t h e y  and t h e i r  young l a d l e s . spend raost  of  '
t h e i r  t.i.me i n  r e a d i n g  r o m a n c e s  o r  n o v e l s  0,.r p e r h a p s ' ,  
gos-aip .- ' : • , ■ . ' ' ■ ■ V - . . . •.

" M i n e r v a " - w a s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n , t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  t h a t  a .

s e r v a n t  f a c e d  . The  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  i n  1886 r e p r i n t e d  a 1 11 e r f r o m

t h e  To r o n t o  Globe.  "A S e r v a n t "  w r o t e  of  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a S e r v a n t  G i r l s '

A s s o c i a t i o n  whi ch would s p o n s o r  l e c t u r e s  i n  h o u s e k e e p i n g ,  ' .and pe^rhap.s

have  a l a b o u r  bu r eau  a t t a c h e d .  , i n  g e n e r a l  t h e  as s o ' c i a t i . on  would work
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f owa r ds  Che " e l e v a t i o n  of  t he  : d e s p l a e d , p o o t , . ^ B o l a t e d ,  d e g r a d e d  s e r ­

v a n t . "  "A.p.L. "  had  h e r  owp eom p 1. a 1 p t s ■'a bo u t  t h e  l i f e  o f  a Nova

' . . . .  . . .  • ' . . ; ■ . ■ 
S c o t i a n ,  domes t i c ,  and t h e  d a n g e r  t h a t  o f t e n  l u r k e d  In t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s

homes . •

T v e n t u r e  ,t o  . s a y  I n  v.ery many h on s e s  w h i c h  a r e  c a l l e d  
v i r t u o u s ,  d o m e s t i c s  a r e  In g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r ;  yc.s,  and many. , 
a n l n n o c . e n t  y o u n g  g i r l '  i s  o f t a r! l e d  I h t o  s t n  I n  s u c h  a 
p l a c e ,■ and .who Is tfie tempter^? - Nobody hut  t he  v e r y  g e n t s  
o f  t he  - house  ; a .9 t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d .  , ' '

'.'A.O.L." a l s o  c o mp l a i n e d  of  t he  . sexual  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  ' r i c h  m.en and 

poor  g i r l s .  The Ac a d i a n  Recor d e r ' s  " D o e s t l c k s "  d è m o n s t r a t e d  - s o c i e t y ' s  

a i n b l v a l e ' n t  n o t i o n s  a b o u t - t h e s e  m a t t e r s  'when he s a r c a s t i c a l l y  a s k e d ,  

" c o u l d  n o t , t h e  g i r l s  Have  s t o p p e d  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  by  b e i n g  a l i t t l e  

■ f l a t  f o o t e ' d ? "  As p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p o o r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

t h a t  s e r v a n t . s  e n d u r e d  g r e w ,  h o w e v e r , s o ’.d 1 d t h  e  h o pe t h a t  a b e t t e r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e ' t we e n  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  and  . e m p l o y e r . s  m i g h t  e m è r g e .  Ev e n  , 

"Doest  I cks"  s u p p o r t e d  .such a n o t i o n ,  p o i n t i n g  ou t  t h a t  el  a.ss d i s t i n c ­

t i o n s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  ml g l i t  not.  e.xl . s t  1-n t h e  n e x t .  "A c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

. t h e  f a c t  t h a t  ma i d ,  as w e l l  as  ' m i s t r e s s ,  i s  human" ,' and k i n d e r  t e a t m e n t  

o f  s e r v a n t s  by m I s  t r c s s e . s  , . he  i t r g u e d ,  m i g h t . I m p r o v e  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  

d o m e s t i c . ^ ' ' • .

1 f • t u r  n - d  f,-1 h e - c e n  t  Ù r y  d o m e s t i c s  had g a i n e d  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  

t r e a t  m e n t ,  t h e y  h a d  n o t  a l w a y s  g a i n e d  mo r e  r e s p e c t . '  - I n  1 8 9 6 . a t  t h e  

Second Annual  H a l i f a x  Lo c a l  C o u n c i l  of ,Women m e e t i n g ,  Mrs.'  Mont gomery  

' ‘Moore spoke  "On Dpmest . l c  S e r v i c e  i n  H a l i f a x . "  S e r v a n t s ,  Slie ' sugges t ed , '  

needed n o t . o n l y  t o  l e a r n  d o m e s t i c  d u t i e s ’ b u t  mus t  be t a u g h t  t h e  mo r a l  

a s p e c t  of  d o m e s t i c  w o r k .  I n  o r d e r  t o  l e a r n  how t o  do a s  much as  

p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  m a s t e r  and  m i s t r e s s ,  Mo o r e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  an
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a s s o c i a t i o n  b,e f o . r me d  Cp u p l i f t  t h e  m o r a l  a o f  s e r v a n t  g l r l p i .

M i s t r e s s e s  would be o b l i g a t e d  -to j o i n ;  d o m e s t i c s  cbiij,d J o i n  f o r  a foe.  ^

The m I s  t  res-ses  would t cncH tl ic s e r v a n t  g i r l s  mor a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  and i f  

n e c e s s a r y  an a s s  Is t a n t  cou l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  " t e c h n i c a l  d e t a i l s . " '  -Such an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  'Moore b e l i e v e d ,  would dem'onst  rp.te'  t o  wor k i ng  g i r l s  t h a t  

domes . t l c  s e r v i c e  was 'a' " d i g n i f i e d ,  s h e l t e r e d ,  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  e a s y  l i f e . "

Mis t r e s s e s . and r e f o r m e r s  a l i k e  f e l t  t h a t  such t r a i n i n g  would Improve.

t h e  q u a l i t y  and a b i l i t i e s  of .  d o m e s t i c  worker ' s .  From t he  p o i n t  of  v i ew

'  ^  ' . /  ' '  ' '
o f  t h e  r a l s . t r e e s  t i re  r e  w e r e  many . d e f i c i e n c i e s  ampng-  à e r  v a n t  g i r l s .

S o c i e t y  w r i t e r  "Joan" i n  1898,  f o r  e x a mp l e  ,■■ compl  a Ined abou t  servant ' . s  ■ 

q u i t t i n g  t l i e l r  p o s i t i o n s  w l t l i o u t - g i v i n g  n o t i c e .  ' M i s t r e s s e s  s i i oul d ,  she 

a r g u e d ,  h o l d  a m o n t h ' s  pay  a s  . s e c u r i t y  t o  p r e v e n t  a d o m e s t i c ' s  p r e -  

ma t  u r e  ' de pa  r  t u  r e .  In - a . s Im 1 l a  r. c a s e '  a. m i s t r e s s  com p.la I n c d  In 1902 

a b o u t  a . servant .  g4jr l  who d i s a p p e a r e d  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  n o t l o e .

I t  I s  m o n s t r o u s  and  f r a u g h t  ■ w i t h  mo r e  t h a n  d o m e s t i c
I n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h a t  a l a d y  who k n o ws  h e r  d u t y  t o  thos'^e . " .
l i v i n g  w i t h "  t i e r a n d  who i.s p r o p e  r l y  bound  by l a w -and 
c u s t o m t o ' c l e a r l y  , and " d i s t i n c t l y  g i v e  ' s  s e r v a n t '  n o t i c e  t o  
l e a v e ,  o r  p a y m e n t  o f . w a g e s , '  s ti o u 1 d be l i a b l e  t o  h a v e  lie r  
h o u s e  o p e n e d  a t  a n y  h o u r  o f  t h é  n i g h t ,  a n d ' d c s e r t e d  by s '  • 
s e r v a n t . . ' • . ■ - • .

I f  s e r v a n t s  w e r e  t o  c o n t i n u é  t r e a t i n g  m i s t r e s s e s  t h i s  way,  t l i e l a d y

S u g g e s t e d , "  many m i d d l e  c l a s . s  p e r s o n . s  w o u l d  v a c a t e  t h e l  r- iiome.g f o r

b o a r d i n g  ho u s e s  w i t h  a t t e n d a n t s . ' - , . ■ '

I f ’ m i d d l e  c l a s s  . m i s t r e s s e s  were  n o t  %iappy w i t h  d o m e s t i c s ,  t h e r e

w e r e  o c c a s i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  among t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t s

' . '  : - - ' . ' . ' : . 
t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  i 89 6 ,  a l e t t e r  f r o m  F a i r  P l a y  r e v e a l e d  a r i v a l r y

b e t w e e n  m a l e  and  f e m a l e  d o m e s . t l c  s e r v a n t s .  He c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  \-

e m p l o y e r s  g r a n t e d  g i r l  s e r y a n t . s  e v e n i n g s  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and o f t e n
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p r o v i d e d  g p e c l c i l  t r e ' a t a  t h a t  w e r e  d e n i e d  t o  - ma l e s .  " F a i r  Ma i d "  

r e s ponded  t h a t  ’w h i l e  f e m a l e  d e r v a n t a  d i d  g e t  t h e i r '  s h a r e  of  f r e e  t i m e ,  

some c a r r i e d  b u r de ns  t h a t  ma l es  d i d  not .  For  I n s t a n c e ,  t h e  c o mp e t e n t  

w e l l - t r a i n e d  s e r v a n t  o f t e n ' h a d  u n t r a i n e d  s e r v a n t s  b e n e a t h  h e r ;  o n e s  

• t h a t  we r e '  o f t e n  s e n t  hy c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c i t y .  The 

c o m p e t e n t  s e r v a n t ,  " F a i r  Mai d"  s u g g e s t e d ,  wa s  t h u s  f o r c e , d  t o  do-Mihe" 

wo r k  o f  t wo  i p c o p l c . ,  A n o t h e r  " F a i r  P l a y " ,  t h i s  p 1 me a f e m a l e  s e r v a n t  i 

p r o t e s t e d .  " F a i r  M a i d ' s "  p o r t r a y a l  o f  u n t r a i n e d / s e r v a n t s  -and d e m o n ­

s t r a t e d  a s e n s e  of  c l a s s  s o l i d a r i t y  t h a t  " F a i r  'Maid"- d i d  no t .

. I m u s t  s a y  s h e  s p e a k s  v e r y  s m a l l  o f  . t h e  g i r l s  o f  Nova  "
S c o t i a  whan s h e  s a y s  t h e y  come  t o  t h i s  c i t y  w i t h  t h e l f  
brus l i  -and comb- In t h e i r  p o ç k e t s  and t h e i r  t r u n k s  on t h e i r  
I j a c k s ;  a n d - s h e  g o e s  as  f a r  a s  t o  s-a'y t h a t  t h e y  o h l y  g e t  ' 
- s i t u a t i o n s  - t hrough c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ... One -would 
t h i n k  by t he  way s h e  s p e a k s  t h a t  t h e  g i r l s  o f  Nova S c o t i a  
we r e  I m m i g r a n t s  f rom England-or -  Germany,-  and t h a t  -we wer e  
t,o be T r a i n e d  s l a v e g  . . .  1 e x p e c t  w h e n ' s h e  c ame  to. t h i s  
c i t y ,  s he  had v e r y  l i t t l e  more, t han"  a p a p e r  p a r c e l  and h e r  
wo n d e r f u l  t a l e n t .

'  - .. '

Ob v i o u s l y ,  d e s p i t e  I s o l a t i o n  and poor  wor k i ng  c o n d i t i o n s  d o m e s t i c  s e r -

: -'
v a n t s  m a n a g e d  t o  g a i n  s ome  p r i d e  I n  - t h e i r  w o r k ,  and a t  t i m e s  e v e n ’a

s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  p e e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s e x u a l ,  e t h n i c ,  and s t a t u s

d i f f e r e n c e s , -  no t  t o  m e n t i o n  I s o l a t i o n  .and low wages  -  k e p t  d o m e s t i c

s.e r V a n t  s ■ d I v i d e d .  ■' ■ ' , - -. ,

' Desp. l t e  t h e s e  d i v i s i o n s ,  h o w e v e r , ’ many s e r v a n t s -  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  an 

a b i l i t y  t o  d e f e n d  t h e i r  c l a s s  and t h e i r  work ' a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who b e l i t ­

t l e d  t h e m .  When " J o a n "  a s o c i e t y  w r i t e r  c o m p l a i n e d  I n  1 9 0 0 . of.  t h e  

" s a d l y  d e g e n G r a t e d " t y p e  of  s e r v a n t - a v à l l a b l e ,  and n o t e d  t h a t  h e r  

d o m e s t i c  was t h e  m o s t . f a s t i l o n a b l e  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d , s he  r e c e i v e d  

a q u i c k  r e p l y .  Two days  l a t e r  "One of  t h e  S e r v a n t s "  a n g r i l y  denounced  

t h e  a t t a c k  on h e r  p e e r s  and  c r i t i c i z e d  m i s t r e s s e s  f o r  t h e l f  ' s h o r t -
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c o m i n g s .  T h e s e  " s o - c a l l e d  l a d l e s "  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t i m e  t o  f l i r t  w i t h

t he  n e i g h b o u r s '  hus b a n d s  IF t h e y  al tend.ed t o  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  she  Fumed.

" I f  t h e  s e r v a n t s ,  a s  you  c a l l  u s ,  d . r e s s ' a  l i t t l e  e l a b o r a t e  .when we

a p p e a r  bn t h e  s t r e e t ,  I t  I s  h o n e  o f  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  as  rao'st: oF us wo r k

p r e t t y  h a r d  . f o r  what  l i t t l e  -we g e t ,  and a n o t h e r  t h i n g  we pay a. s ' we go,

we d o ;  n o t  c r e d i t  a s  m o s t  o f  you do. "  The  s e r v a n t  s u g g e s t e d  t a t

pe rhaps '  many m i s t r e s s e s  woul d  p r e F e r  I t  I f  d o m e s t i c s  n e v e r  go t  a day

o f f  and worked t h e m s e l v e s  t o  d e a t h .  • .

I ,  . f o r  o n e ,  w i l l  n o t  do I t -  TF t h e r e ' w e r e  any l a d l e s  In
H a l i f a x ,  'we would  n o t  mind wo r k i n g  For  t hem,  bu t  as -It l a
t h e r e  a r e  few.  T y p e w r i t e r s ,  Bank C l e r k s ,  Me r c h a n t s ,  e t c . ,
who h a v e  a l i t t l e  money  and  can  a f f o r d  t o  g i v e  $5  p e r .
mon t h ,  a s  g e n e r a l ,  and a g a i n  ones  t h a t  t h i n k  t he y  can. keep
two,  cook, and h o u s e ma i d  a t  s i m i l a r  wages .  . ; . -

O b v i o u s l y  s e r v a n t s  f o u n d  as  much f a u l t  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e i r -  

ml . s t r e s . s es  as  t h e  m i s t r e s s e s  found,  w i t h  them.^

F o r  t h o s e  women who w i s h e d  and  w e r e . a b l e  t o' e s c a p e  dome .s t i c  . 

s e r v i c e , t h e  . d e v e l o p i n g  l i i d . u . s t r l a l  economy . p r o v i d e d  them w i t h  var lou. s  

e m p l o y m e n t  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  A l t h o u g h  m i d d l e . c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  o f f e r e d  n 

v a r i e t y  ' of  r e f o r m s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  p r o b l e ms  which t hey  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

women I n  d o m e s t i c  s e r v i c e ,  . . they c o u l d  not  . stop thousand. s  o f  g l r l . q  f rom ■ 

f l o o d i n g  I n t o  s hops  and f a c t o r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  Nova S c q t l a .  What r e f o r m ­

e r s  d i d  do was t o  l . nt rodu.ce r e f o r m me'a.sures a i med p a r t i c u l a r l y  at  t h e s e  . .  

f e m a l e . w o r k e r s .  T h e r e  w a s , ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s h i f t  In t h e  I d e o l o g y  t h a t  

r e s t e d  b e n e a t h  t h e s e  r e f o r m s .  -, Ka r l y  r e f o r m e r s  ha d  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  

e x p l o i t a t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  l o n g  h o u r s  and h a r d  w o r k ,  w h i l e  t u r n  o f  t h e  . 

c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  f o c u s e d  on t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of .  t h e  p h y s . l c a l ,  m o r a l ,  and 

m a t e r n a l  q u a l i t i e s  of  f e m a l e  ■ w o r k e r s .  . ,
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In  1 8 8 0 . f o r  e x a m p l e ,  r e f o r m e r s  w o r r i e d  ab.ont  t h e  ' ' c r u e l t y "  o f '  

a l l o w i n g  s h o p  g i r l s  t o  s t a n d  a l l  d a y .  " C o r r e s p o n d e n t "  I n  1886 s u g -  

ge.ote.d t h a t  p e r h a p s  s hops  s ho u l d  c l o s e  e a r l y  a t  n i g h t .  Many women l e f t  

t h e i r  h o me s  a t  n i n e  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o f t e n  n,ot t'o r e t u r n ' . u n t i l  e l e v e n -  

o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t .  " H e n r t l e s . s  e m p l o y e r s "  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  o f  t he-  w r o n g  

d o n e  t o ' w o r k e r s  "by t r y i n g  t o , e x a c t  f r o m t h e m  t h e . v e r y  u t m o s t  t h e i r  

s t r e n g t h ' c a n  produ.ce f o r  pay t h a t  b a r e l y  s u f f i c e s  t o  keep  body and . soul  

t o g e t h e r . "  ' . "Cleo” . commended t h e  p a p e r  f o r  p u h l l s h l n g  " C o r r e s p o n d e n t ' s ' '  

- l e t t e r  and h e l p i n g  " t he-  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  our  w h i t e  women f rom a s e r v i t u d e  

[ bo . t h ]  a d j e c t  and I n t o l e r a h l . e . ' ' . ''11." w r o t e  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  and - sug-  

ge. sted t h a t  dry.  gog.d s t o r e s  c l o s e  a t - 7 p.m. so t h a t  w o r k e r s  cou l d  have 

e v e n i n g s  w i t h  t h e i r ,  f a m i l i e s .  • . '

I n  1807 t h e  Women' s  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  p a s s e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  

a s k i n g  f o r  s t o o l s  f o r  shop g i r l s .  O p p o s i t i o n  to t h i s  move a p p a r e n t l y  

came f rom e mp l o y e r s  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l a d y  c u s t o m e r s  woul d  be'. I n s u l t e d  

I f  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  s a l e s  g i r l s ' s i t t i n g  down' .  I n  a " c o m m u n i c a t e d  

a r t i c l e  " t'o the'  Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  a r e f o r m e r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t he  women of  

H a l i f a x  w o u l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t -  t h i s  m o v e m e n t ' f o r  t h e  good  o f  

" f r a l l ' a n d  d e l i c a t e "  s h o p  g l r . l - s .  R a t h e r  t h a n  s e a t g ,  s u g g e s t e d  a c o r ­

r e s p o n d e n t ,  t h e  Lad l ed  C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  s h o u l d  he  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  

t l ie way poor  g . l r l p  and women wer e  pa i d  s t a r v a t i o n  wages .  The d è b a t e  l.s 

I n s t r u c t i v e .  Whe t he r  t h e s e  e a r l y  r e f o r m e r s  w o r r i e d  a bou t  w o r k i n g  h o u r s  

o r  w a g e s ,  t h e y  e x p r e s s e d  a c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  h a r m d o n e  t o  wo me n ' s  

h e a l t h  when e mp l o y e r s  e x p l o i t e d  t h e i r  l a b o r .  In 1'895 an E a r l y  C l o s i n g

Act  was p a s s e d  In  Nova S c o t i a ,  b u t  v i g o r o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  f rpm e m p l o y e r s

1 0 "  ■ ' caused  I t s  abandonment .  - -



T h e r e  a r e  i mp o r t :  a h r  d 1 g 11 nc  t  l o n g ’ b e t w e e n  t . h e o n r i l e r  r e f o r m  

i m p u l s e s  and t h a t  of  t h e  l a t e  18 9 0 ' s.  F . a r l i e r  r e f o r m e r s  saw dani>ers t o  

wom.en' s  h e a l t h  a r i s i n i ^  f r o m  t h e  ' e x l p l o l t i v c  n a t u r e  of  the  I n d u s t r i a l " -  , 

l 2 l n |5 c a p  1 1 a 1 i  s t  o r  de  r -, - A f t e r  t h e  m i d - 1  8 9 0 ' s  h o we v e r . ,  m i d d l e  c l a s s  /  

r e f o r m e r s ’ became more c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  the  ' r e l a t i o n s h i p  be t ween  work I 

" c o n d i t i o n s - ^ n d  a w o ma n ' s  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a b i l i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  

l a t e r  r e f o r m e r s  f e a r e d  "that  wo r k i n g  c l a s s  women would ne v e r  m a s t e r  t he  

, e s s e n t i a l  t e . e t h n i q u e s  o f  home  m a n a g e m e n t .  ■ The  u l t i m a t e  r o l e  f o r  a l l  

women,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e s e  l a t e r  r e f o r m e r s ,  was t h a t  o f  w i f e  and motheT- 

’ In  o r d e r  t o  a l l e v i a t e  Che s e e m i n g - l a c k  o f  d o m e ' s t i c  en t h u s  I asm among 

w o r k e r s ' ,  and  i n c i d ' e n t l y  s o l v e  t h é  s h o r t a g e  o f  d o m e s t i c ,  s e r v a n t s ,  

r e f o r m e r s  i n s t i t u t e d  a number  of ' r e forms  t h a t  c o n c e n t r a t e d ,  on p r o t e c t -  

. i ng  and i m p r o v i n g  women' s  m a t . e r n a l ' a t t r i b u t e s .  These  r e f o r m s  u l t i m a t e ­

l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h é  c r e a t i o n  o f  g e n d e r - s e g r e g a t e d  pos i  t .tons In the.  Vork 

■ wo r l d  and t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  the.  i j i a t e r na l  f e m i n i s t  i d e o l o g y .  '

, The mo u l d i n g  of  good wi v e s  and-"mothérs  p u t  q f  d o m e s t i c  or" f a c t o r y ,  

w o r k e r s  was '  t h e  f oc us  o f  many r e f o r mer . s .  Hel en Cameron P a r k e r ,  in an '

1 893 Canad  i o n  M a g a z i n e  a r t i c l e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  . 

a b i l i t y  of  women,  t o  he mot he r s ,  was ; d e c l i n i n g .  P a r k e r  a d v o c a t e d  t e c h -  - . ,

n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  h o u s e wo r k  f o r  g i r l s  e n t e r i n g  t h e i r  t e e n a g e  y e a r s ,  a

t i m e  when i t  was b e l i e v e d  t h a t  exce. s. sive me n t a l  . work ' .would e v e n t u a l l y

harm her .  r e p r o d u c t i v e  c a p . a c i t y .  .The bene f i t s  o f  s  u ch t r a  i. a f ng  would be ■ , ' .

"an a rmy o f  w e l l  t r a i n e d  w i v e s  and m o t h e r s ,  and s i d e - b y  a i d e . w i t h  t hem,  

an a rmy of  g i r l s  t o  whom ' s e r v i c e '  had become a s c i e n c e ,  and hous e wor k  

a p r  0 f e a .g i  o n ’ I n  1 902 t h e  A c à d l ân R e c o r d e r  c o mme n d e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  

manua l  t r a i n i n g  f o r ' g i r l s ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  t h a t  .so . s u c c e s s f u l  had been an
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e a r l y  a t t e m p t  by a "c’e r  t  a I. n 1 1 11 ed lady' . '  t o  u p l i f t ' t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  of  

C a n a d i a n  a e r v a n t s  " t h a t  we h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  a g l r ' l  w o r t h  h e p  

s a  1 1. ' e v e r . s r l nce . "  Mr s .  May S e x t o n , ,  a l e a d i n g  r e f o r m e r  a nd  me mb e r  'of 

t h e  H a l i f a x  L o c a l  C o O n c l l \ ' o f  Women,  s u p ' p o r t c d  t r a i n i n g  f 6 r  t h e 500 

g I r i s . w h o  l e f t  s c h o o l  a n n u a l l y  i n  H a l i f a x .  T h e y  n e e d e d  " p r o g r e s s i v e  

h o p e f u l  work" t o  a l l e v i a t e  t he  "monotbny and h o p e l e . s s n c s s "  o f  f a c t o r y  

w o r k .  ■ W h i l e  t h e  i d e a  o f  t r a i n i n g  g i r l s  f o r  o u t s i d e  e m p l o y m e n t  was  a 

f a i r l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  s t e p ,  Sextcjn was t i e d  t o  m a t e r n a l  ■ f e m i n i s t  n o t i o n s  . 

of  womanhood.  She r e mi n d e d  t h e  C o u n c i l  i n  1909 t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  keep 

" t h e i r  a n c i e n t  i d e a l ,  t o  make  a g i r l  a h o m e m a k e r ,  s t i l l  b e f o r e  t h e m . "

In t he  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  she r e i t e r a t e d  t h i s  i d e a l  when she  spoke,  b e f o r e  

t he  Royal  Commi ss i on  o r ' . I n d u s t r i a l  T r a i n i n g .  These  young g i r l s  we r e  

" dumpe d  a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  and  go ' i ' n t o  u n s k i l l e d  i n d u s t r i e s ;  w h e r e  t h e i r  

d e v e l o p me n t  i..s s t u n t e d .  What  s o r t  o f  Miomes do t h e y  make'?'

M i d d l e  c l a s s . r e f o r m e r s  w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d  I r r è n s u r i n g  t h a t  l ower - '  

c l a s s  women l e a r n  p r o p e r  h o m e m a k l n g  s k i l l s .  T h e i r  r e f o r m s  i n  o t h e r  

a r e a s  had s i m i l a r  g o a l s .  I n  1907 a L o c a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Women s c h e m e  ,to 

open an O f f i c i a l  Employment  Bureau was d e s i g n e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number s  

o f  a v a i l a b l e  d o m e s t i c s .  I t  was e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Counc i l  

of  Women would s u p p l y  s u i t a b l e  g i r l s .  . In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e .  H a l i f a x  Loca l  

C o u n c i l ,  o f  Women e s t a b l i s h e d  and  m a i n t a i n e d  a Sc l \ o o l  o f  D o m e s t i c  

S c i e n c e  f o r  a y e a r  u n t i l  i t  was  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d .  I t  . 

Was h o p e d  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i d e a l s  o f  w i f e h o o d  w o u l d  b e . a b s o r b e d  by s t u -

d e n t s .  . , , . . ^  .
' . - , '

I t  p r o b a b l y  s u r p a s s e s  a l l  o t h e r  e f f o r t s  i n  i t s .  i n f l u e n c e s  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  go o d  o f  o u r  c i t i z e n s .  Not  t h a t  ' c o o k i n g  a '

■ ' go o d  d i n n e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and  a p p e t i z i n g l y  i s  t h e  be  a l l  
and  end a l l  o f  o u r  g i r l s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  and

5 7  ^  .



a t t e n c i b n  t o  d e t a i l  and n e a t n e s s '  t a n g h t  t h e r e  I n c u l c a t e s  a 
mo r a l  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  mus t  make f o r  i n t e g r i t y .  ' .

i f  t h e  L o c a l  C o u n c i l s  o f  Women t r i e d  t o  I n s t i l l  p r o p e r  m o r a l  v a l u e s  

a l o n g  Wi t h  homemakl ng  s k i l l s  t o  t h e  wor k i ng  ' c l a s s . t h e y  a l s o  work'ed to 

b r i n g  " I m m i g r a n t s  of  t h e  b e s t  and most  d e s i r a b l e  c l a s s "  t o  t h e i r  Wel ­

come H o s t e l .  I n  19 1 2 ' when Mr s .  B l a c k  e x p r e s s e d  hope,  t h a t  n b e t t e r  

c l a s s  o f  g i r l s ,  be s e n t  t o  t h e  H o s t e l ,  Mr s .  D e n n i s  a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  an 

a g e n t ' s  name  h a d  b e e n  r e m o v e d  a f t e r  he  s e n t  o u t  i n f e r i o r  g l r l S i  Fo u r  

such  women wer e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  "o l d  c o u n t r y " .   ̂^ . Re Forme r.s o b v i o u s l y  

w e r C ' i n t e r e s  t e d  o n l y  i n  women who c ou l d  be dece.nt  wi ves  and mothers - .

The r e  wèr.e many o t h e r  s chemes  o p e r a t e d  by ' mi d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  

whi ch  a i med  a t  i m p r o v i n g  t he  m a t e r n a l  .and moral  a b i l i t i e s  o f  wor k i ng  

c l a s s  women .  In  1898.  S t .  M a r y ' s  P a r i , s h  o p e n e d  a C a t h o l i c  f o r k i n g  

G i r l ' s  Room wher e  wo r k i n g  g i r l s  cou l d  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s ,  o f  ' s e r v i n g ,  a c a ­

d e m i c  and  b u s  1 nê.s.s w o r k ,  m u s i c  and  p h y s i c a l  d r i l l ,  o r  i f  p r e f e r r e d  

p e r u s e  t h e  p a r i s h ' s  A50 v o l u m e s  o f  b o o k s .  I n  1901 t h e  W o r k i n g  G i r l ' s  

Room . h e l p e d  " t o  k e e p  g i r l s  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  and  s h e l t e r  and p r o t e c t  

t h e m f r o m  p a t h s »  w h i c h  to.  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  hav(? u n c e r t a i n  t e r m i n a l s . "  

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s ' t h a t  c a t e r e d ,  t o  w o r k i n g  women,  one.  

e xampl e  . b e i n g  tlie. Women's C h r i s t i a n  A,s s o c 1 a t  i o n  bp a r  d 1 ng h o u s e . w h i c h  

Opened i n  190,8. The Women's C h r i s t i a n  As sob 1 rit i on a l s o  s t a r t e d  .a c l u b  

f o r  g i r l s .  - Despi t e  t h e  Fac t  t h a t  " r e . spe . c t ab l e  young men" .were  a l l o w e d  

in t h e  c l u b  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  g i r l s  seemed t o  p r e f e r  o u t s i d e  e x e r c i s e .  

A t t e mp t s  Co p r o t e c t  t h e  f u t u r e  mot ' hers  o f  Nova S c o t i a  wer e  o b v i o u s l y  

p . l e n t i f u l .  E q u a l l y  numerous  were  t h e  v a r i o u s  I n s t i t u t i o n s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  

t r a n s f o r m i n g  p r o s t i t u t e s '  and o t h e r  wayward g i r l ' s  i n t o  d e c e n t  mo t h e r s  

and w i v e s .  • . .
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The o b ' j j c ç t l v e  o f  many o f  t h e s e  r e f o r m  i n s t i t u t i o n s  — b e y o n d  

r e s c u l n g ) f a l l e n  women -  wag t he  t r a i n i n g  o f  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t ' s .  In 1867'  

S t .  P a u l ' s  Aim House  o f  i n d u s t r y  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s a v e  g i r l s  f r o m  .

\  . '  ' ' ' '  ' f '■ t e mp t a t i o ^ .  At t h e  . same t i m e ,  h owe ve r ,  such  g . i r l s  were  t r a i n e d  i n  do­

m e s t i c  s e r v i c e .  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  H a l i f a x  Women's Horae, - wh i c h  opened i n  - 

1874 c l a i m e d  t h a t  i t s  i n m a t e s  we r e  " r e c l a i m e d  f rom l i v e s  of  d e g r a d a t i o n  

and  s h a m e . "  T h e s e  women w e r e  e i t h e r  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  o r .  

p l a c e d  i n  homes  as . domest i c . s .  . The  G i r l ' s  Home o p e r a t e d  by t h e  'Women's 

C h r i s t i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  t r a i n e d  i n c o r r i g i b l e  g i r l s  i n  domes t i c  s e r v i c e ,  

o v e r  a t h r e e  y e a r  p e r i o d .  ’ I f  t h e i r  work w a r r a n t e d  i t  t h e y  wer e  s e n t  t o  

a . p o s i t i o n  i n  th.e c o u n t  r y ' a w a ÿ  f r o m  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  o l d  a c q u a i n t ­

a nc e s .  - Many .of t he s e '  women were  t h e  abandoned  .wives of  s o l d i e r s  whose 

r e g i m e n t s  had l e f t  H a l i f a x .  Unable  t o  r e m a r r y  and o f t e n  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ’ 

t o  s u p p o r t ,  t h e s e  wohen  t u r n e d  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  By t h e  mid 18 9 0 ' s ' h o w - - 

. e v e r ;  many c o m m e n t a t o r s  f a i l e d  t o  c o n s i d e r ' t h e  e c onomi c  n e c e s s i t y '  of  

t h i s  work and saw. t h e  i s s u e  s i m p l y  i n  mor.al  t e r m s .  For  e x a mp l e ,  ' when 

Sa r ah  F i s h e r  was a ba ndone d  by h e r  husband  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of  mar­

r i a g e ,  a d o c t o r  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  ' ' s i n c e  [ t h e n ]  s h e  h a g  b e e n  on t h e  

l o o s e . " '  Ano t he r  p a t i e n t ,  Te r e s a .  Murphy,  a 22 y e a r  o l d  p r o s t i t u t e ,  was 

d e s c r i b e d  as ' ' ' ' . l i v i ng  a w i l d  l i f e  ' d r i n k i n g  ha r d  ' and r o u g h i n g  i t  g e n e r a l ­

l y , "  . wh i l e  Sa r ah  Mason was "a g i r l  o f  s c r o f u l o u s  h a b i t s . ”

Of t en  what  r e f o r m e r s  wer e  mos t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  was t h e  i m p a c t  o f  • 

f a l l e n  women and t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  upon t h e  c o f f e r s  o f  v a r i o u s  c h a r i t a b l e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  W i l l i a m  De hn i s ,  ' Cha i r man o f ' t h e  C h a r i t i e s  C o mmi t t e e  i n  

1894,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  many m i l i t a r y . wi v e s  o f t e n  ended up i n  

t h e  Poor  House,  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  b e c a u s e  of  t h e i r  b i r t h '  i n  H a l i f a x ,
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o f t e n  b e c o m e  a 1 1 f e l o n j ^  bn rd en,  n pon t h e  c i t y .  He ' a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  In 

f u t u r e  s o l d i e r s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e . o n e - h a l f  ô f  t  h e i r  p n y . t ô  

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  wi ves  and f a m i l i e s  when In t h e  .Poor House.  D e n n I s ' a I so 

n o t e d  the.  I n j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  c i t y  . t ha t  o c c u r r e d  when " t h e  re. fuse of  o t h e r ,  

c o u n t i e s "  came t o  H a l i f a x ' t o  " h i de  - t h e i r  sha me . " " ’

Denni s  was no t  . a l o n e  In  condemni ng women who l o s t  t h e i r  v i r t u e . '  

Women w e r e  a l s o  g u i l t y  o f  b e i n g  c o n t e m p t u o u s  t o w a r d s  tlie.M r f a l l e n  

s i s t e r s .  " I t - I s .  h a r d  t o  o v e r c o m e  a l l  s c o r n f u l  l o a t h i n g -  f o r " ' one  who. 

h a s  d e g r a d e d  h e r  w o m a n h o o d ,  h u t  I f  .she '1.9 t r y i n g  t o  r i s e - , a g a i n  and he

■ c l e a n  s h o u l d ,  we n o t  g i v e  h e r  b o t h  hand.s t o  h e l p  h e r  . s t and  on h e r  f o g t

- . .
a g a i n ? ” a s ke d  Mrs.  T u r n b u l l  o f  S t .  John,  In he r  Pre.s I d e n t  l a l  . speech to

t h e  M a r i t i m e  Women's C h r i s t i a n  Teraparcnce  Union i n  1889. -  The Re.s cant 

Home of  Sydney,  s u p p o r t e d  Ijy t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Women's Home 'and. Pore  I gn 

M i s s i o n  S o c i e t y ,  r e p o t t e d  i n  1916 t  h'a t . d e s  p 11 e t h e  f a c t '  t h a t  .some of

■ I t s  g i r l s  w e r e  "now l i v i n g  c o n s e c r a t e d  C h r i s t i a n  1 1 vc-s , m a k i n g  good 

wi v e s  and mo t h e r s " ,  one , a u x i l i a r y  had not ed  I t s  d i s a p p r o v a l  of  .such a 

home.  S t i l l ,  d e s p i t e  t l ie f a c t  t ha t ,  the. se l a t e r  m'TH dJ e c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s  

h a d  a d o p t e d  a l e s s  t o l e r a n t  v i e w  o f  p r os  1 11 n t e.s ,.. t he y p e r s e v e r e d  In 

t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  d o m e s t i c a t e d  and m a t e r n a i  ' i n s t i n c t s  of

. t h e s e  women .  But  t h e  e a r l i e r  c r i t i q u e  -• w.h 1 c.h c o n s i d e r e d  economi c ,  

. I n e q u a l i t i e s  and the. s e x u a l  I n j u s t i c e  a.s c o n t r i b u t i n g  .t'o p r o s t i t u t i o n  -

j 3
was now s u p p l a n t e d  by a more m o r a l i s t i c  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  I d e o l o g y .

: T u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  ex t en i j ed  t h i s  m a t e r n a l  o r t i i odoxy '

b e y o n d  b o t h  t i i e  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r o s t i t u t e s ,  and  t h e  I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  

women' s  ' d o m e s t i c  and r e p r o d u c t i v e  a b i l i t i e s .  These  s econd  g e n e r a t i o n  

r e f o r m e r s  a I s o . u s e d  t l i e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  a r g u m e n t  t o  J u s t i f y  and
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e x p l a i n  women' s  a d v a n c e s  I n t o  vaivlovre a r e a s  of  p u b l i c  e mp l o y me n t .  Many 

o c c u p a C I o n a ' t h a t  opened up t o  women became women' s  e x c l u s i v e  t e r r i t o r y  

b e c a us e  t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  them as 

be i ng  e x t e n s i o n s  q f  woman' s  t r u e  d o m e s t i c  r o l e .  Women wer e  now engaged 

In d o i n g  " wo me n ' s  w o r k " ,  w o r k  t h a t  ' was  g e n d e r  s e g r e g a t e d  and s u b ­

o r d i n a t e  t o  mal e  a u t h o r i t y .  - '

T h i s  m a t e r n a l  i s m,  f  o r  . e x a i n p l e , i mp a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  upon t he  

d e a c o n e s s  Mo v e me n t :  At t h e  Pr .es b y t e  r i  an M i s s i o n a r y ,  a nd  - D e a c o n e s s

■ T r a i n i n g  Home in To r o n t o  d e a c o n e s s e s  and m i - s s i o n a r i e s  t ook  a two y e a r  

t r a i n i n g  c ou r . s e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  c o u r s e s  t h a t  d e a l t  w. i t h  v a r i o u s  

r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e s e  women l e a r n e d  v o i c e  c u l t u r e ,  

s t e n o g r a p h y ,  . t y p i n g ,  and b o o k - k e e p i n g ,  and r e c e i v e d  b o t h  l e c t u r e s  and 

p r a c t i c a l '  t r a i n i n g  i n  p h y s i o l o g y ,  h y g i e n e , '  n u r s i n g  and d o . m e s t i c '  

s c i e n c e ; . '  D e a c o n e s s e s ,  n e e d e d  t o  be a t  l e a s t  22 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and 

p r e f e r a b l y  w e r e  o v e r  35.  Women p a s t  t h e  n o r m a l  m a r r i a g e  a g e ,  i t , w a s .  

fe . l t ,  were, l e s s  l i k e l y ,  t o  have  t h e i r  . S e n s i b i l i t i e s  i n j u r e d  by c l i e ' nt . s

w i t h  u n c e r t a i n  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s .  F u r t h e r m o r e . , ,  mo r e  e x a i e r i e h c e d
. . .

' d e a c o n e s s e s  w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  t e a c h  " p o o f  anw i g n o r a n t

wive.s and -mothers ' '  p r o p e r  homemcikin’ù s k i l l s .  \

Some d e a c o n e s s e s  f e . l t  a b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  g e n d e r  t o  h e l p  i n

a r e a s ^  w h e r e  m a l e  m i n i  s t  e r s  o f t e n  f a i l e d .  " The r e  a r e , "  s a i d  Mr s .

Putnam,  a Deaconess  I n  Cape Br e t o n ,

many c a s e s  whe r e  a m i n i s t e r  i s  s i m p l y  h e l p l e s s .  I m a g i n e  a 
. m i n i s t e r  cal . l i ' ng on a young s h o p - g i r l  or .  f a c t o r y ,  g i r l  i n  

h e r  c h e a p  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  no p l a c e  t o  
r e c e i v e  a c a l l e r  e x c e p t  i n  h e r  t i n y  b e d r o o m. '  No v e r y  ^
f r i e n d l y  or- h e l p f u l  c a l l  can be made i n  a d a r k , '  i l l  srael.-.  
l i n g ,  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  h a l l ,  b u t  t h e  d e a c o n e s s  c a n  a,t o n c e  
be i n v i t e d  u p s t a i r s , whe r e  t h e  one c h a i r  w i l l  be p r e s s e d  -
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■ u p o n  b e r , ,  wil l  l e  t h e  1 i  11 l e ,  hos  t e s  s s i t  s on  c o t  & bed or  
t rvtnk .and pe u r s  a i l  h e r  l o n e l i n e s s  arid h o m e s i c k n e s s ,  and 
o f t e n  t a l e s  o f  t e m p t a t i o n  o r  f a i l u r e .  I n t o  s y ni pn.t'hc t  t c

- o a r s . ■ , '

■ Her  n a t u r a l  m o t h e r i n g  a b i l i t y , '  h e i g h t e n e d  by, some prac t . l c f i l  t r a l n i n g , -  

a 11 owed t h e  deacone.<?s t o  s t e p  I n t o  h e r  r o l e  as  s u p p o r t  s t a f f  f o r  male'  

m i n i s t e r s .  "One g o o d , . l o v i n g ,  c o n s e c r a t e d  woman Is  b e t t e r  . than t we n t y  • 

men,  be t h e y  m I n 1 .s t fe r.s a d o z e n  t i m e s  o v e r , "  n o t e d  Mrs .  P u t n a m . . ' .At  

once  m a t e r n a l  v . l r t ue  p r o p e l l e d  d e a c o n e s s e s  I n t o  Che p u b l i c  . sphere and 

r a t i o n a l i z e d  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  p o . s l t l c n  In t h a t  domai n .  , , :

Women's e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  bus inea. s  . sphere was a l s o  v a l i d a t e d  by 

t h e  mat i%ri ral  f e m l n l . s t  I d e o l o g y .  ' I n  I S B A - f e m. a l e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  t h e  

H a l i f a x  B u s l n e s . s - ' C o l l e g e  w e r e  p r a i s e  d f o r  t h e  I r  a b i l i t i e s  l i v b p p k -  

k e e p l n g .  Even  t h e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e e m i n g  l i m i t s  t o  wome n ' s  

b u s i n e s s  a b i l i t y .  In 189 3, " D o e s t l c k s "  of  t he  Ac a d i a n  R^C£^i_er ' wnsf / to 

comment  t h a t  women s u c c e e d e d  i n  bus l ne . s s  b e c a u s e  I t  wps "new" to.  them.  

F . u r t b e r m o r e , he c l a i m e d ,  much of  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  de.a 11 ng w i t h  

i n t r i c a t e  m a t t e r . ? ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  r e s t  w i t h  I n d i v l d u a l  m a l e  

e mp l o y e e s , '  would i n  women' s  c a s e s  be s h i f t e d  on to_ o t h e r s .  Empl oyer s  

' wo u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  de c l d e , t h e t ' e f  o r e , t h a t  b u s i n e s s  1 s a " ma n ' s  p l a t e  

\  a'f t,e r a 11. "

■ •■'■'■iio'an", a l s o '  f e l t  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  .was n o t  a s u i t a b l e  f i e l d  f o r  

women,  n o t i n g  t h a t  women have f i n e r  s e ns  1 b i  1.11 le.s and a more d e l i c a t e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a n  men. '  Women w o u l d  q u i c k l y  f i n d  t h a t  home l i f e  was 

" m o r e  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  D i v i n e  p l a n "  a nd  t l i Ht  " s t r o n g e r  s h . o u l d e r q  

t l i a n  h e r s  [ w e r e ,  n e e d e d ]  t o  t a k e  up t h e  b u s i n e s s  end o f  . l i f e ' s  

p r o b l e ms . "  Annie.  Me r r l  11 In an a r t i c l e  "The Women I n  Bu s i n e s s "  echoed 

t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s ,  c l a i m i n g  a y e a r  ,of  ou t . s l de  wojrk might '  be bene f  I c l a l

■ ' • ■ . , ' 6 2
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women Çxit Chey -woul’d c v e i t t u a l l y  . f ind ' Chat '  ."‘t j o m e ' l i f e  i s  . the b e t t e r  

M‘1 f e Rè f  o r  me r  B 8 t  i l l ' s a  w m a r r i a g e '  a s  t h e  u l t i m' j r t s ç  c a r e e r  g o a l  f o r  

/ w o m e n ;  g i r l s  n e e d e d  t o  *o. rk f o r  p i n  m o n e y , - o r  to,  p a s à  t l i e  t i m e  . u n t i l  

. L . they wer e  m a r r i e d .  And even when t h e y  we r e  f o r c e d  i n t o  t hd  . wo r k f o r c e ,

■ by é c o n o m i e  n e c e s s i t y  women f o u n d  t h e i r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . r e s t r i c t e d  t o

• Î s* ■ • ■ .'  t he . f r  t r a d i t i o n a l  sphere- .  - ,  .

. The Wo.raen's Exchange movement  " p r o v i d e s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s  t i n g

e x a mp l e  .of t h e  I mp a c t  'of . m' aternal  . f e mi n i s m and m i d d l e  c l a s s  mora l  i sm.

'On M%y 30,  1092 a g r o u p  o f  l a d i e s  me t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  . p r e d i c a m e n t  o f  J 

many " r educed"  . l a d i e s  whose e c o n o mi c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d i c t a t e d  t h e i r  need ^

' t o  e a r n  money even t hough t h e y  wer e  i n  a - c l a s s  " l o a t h  t o  come f o r w a r d

' • and p u 8 h t h e m s e l v e s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t o  e a r n  a l i v i n g . " '  The Woman ' s - '

.Exchange p r o p o s e d  t o  s e l l  ' c a k e s ,  b r e a d s  and bo t h  f ancy ,  and p l ^ h '  wor k  ' *î 

. . , f o r  t h e s e  women.  Mrs .  Ç . - M a c i n t o s h ,  w a s - v o t e d  p r'e s i  d c  n t , ' M r & B E . D.

- T u c k e r  ari.d Mi's s Al 11 s on w e r e  . v i c e . - p r e s i d e p t s  a nd  M i s s . B u r m è s t e y  was 

. s e c r e t a r y . Mrs.  Daly,  was honor a r y ,  p r e s i d e n t .  .The c o m m i t t e e  a t_, f l . r . s t  

-, c o n e  i s  t e d  o f  e i g h t  l a d i e s ;  a f  t e  r  wa r  d s t h e  - n u m b e r  *a  .s- i n c r e a s e d  kp - 

. t w e l v e .  By A u g u s t  3 1 , '  1892 ,  t h e  . Exchange  w.as e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  No . ' S?

. ' Gr a n v i l . l e  S t r e e t .  - -A' 1 ady ,  who'  h a d  o p e r a t e d '  a .  s i m i l a r - c p y o p e r a t i v e  

,  ̂b u 8 1 n e.s 8 I n ^ B o g t o n '  wap i n  . . cha r ge  , f o r  . t h e  f i r s t  ; mont h  and h e l p , e d - ' . t o '

- / '  e s t a b l i s h  t he  e n t e r p r i s e .  ."Lady J a ne "  - recommended t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

l ook f o r '  a . .manager V i t h  "a' . b r i g h t y f  ace and... p l è a g a p t .  ' cheery  .manner '  who 

w o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  v e n t u r e .  I n  .a s h o r t  t i m e '  a ' yoi hi g  .

, .  a s s i s t a n t  was  h i r e d  and '  a p a r c e l  e x p r e s s  - f o r '  th'e c o n v e n i e n c e  o f ^  . . '

. c u s t o m e r s  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  ,.- The e x c h a n g e  was a d v e r t i s e d  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  

1 '-' . and a t  h o t e l s .  ' • . • . . ' ' ' v
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■Ac f t r s C  t h e  Exehfingé g r ew r ap l d l . y .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  yenr  , 

m e m b e r s h i p  n u m b e r e d  f l f t y - f l v e ' s n d  t h e  o ng hiuid red,  f o r t y ’c o n s l ' g n o r s  

we r e  p a i d  $ 4 / 1 53.43.  , One ’p r ob l em f o r  ' t he  Exchange was t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  

: ^ i d c a  t h a t  c i o n s t g n o r s  W^ r e  l a d i e s  who d i d  n o t '  n e e d  m o n e y a n d  . t h e  

■Exchange d i d  wha t  I t  Could t o  comba t  t h i s  b e l i e f .  "Almos t  a l l  t h a t  is 

s o l d  I s  s e n t  by p e r s o n s  who- a r e  o b l i g e - d  t o  lie I p  t h e m s e l v e s ,  and,  who '

w o u l d  h a v e  'no o p p o r t u n i t y - o f  d o i n g  s o  -were'  i f  n o t  f o r  . the Ex, cl t ange,  

■where t h e i r  ‘work I s  d i s p o s e d  of  q u i e t l y  and a d v a n t a g e o u s l y . "  By August

30, ,18f)4' ,  .moreover ,  t h e  Wome.n'è Work Exchange a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  tlie. hoc,a I 

■ , C.ouncl l  of  ■Women, w i t h  Mrs!  Tucker  I t s  r e p r é s e n t a  t lve, .  Tlil.s gave  t he

 Exchange  even  more v i s i b i l i t y . .  In 1895 a f u n d - r a i s i n g  .’b a l l  was h e l d ,

: ; ' . ' - . : ■ ■'
■ ' t h e  m o s t - - s u c c e s s f u l  s u b . s c r l p t i o n  b a l l  e v e r  g i v e n  in- l l a l i f a X, "  s a i d  . the

■ Ac a d i a n  ~ R e c o r d e r . Not o n l y  were  t h e  don., . t  l ons  and mus i c  good but  - t he  ,

" y o u n g  a n d - g i d d y "  h a d  s i t t i n g  room s. t l i a t  w e r e  a t t r a c t i v e  and y e t  . no t '  .

,. .. . v u l g a r l y  - p r i v a t e .  - ' D e s p i t e ,  o c c a s i o n a l  - s e t backs  -  such as I n '  1896 when

., l ^ ^ e a s i n g ' d e b t  f o r c . e d  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e -  b u s i n e s s  -and p r e s s .  ,

. . ■ ■ - c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  Che needy wçre  not  b e i n g  h e l p e d  -- t h e  Exchange c o n t i n u e d

t o  e x p a n d .  By- -19Q2,  fo. r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  - w'e r e  -51 member , s  and 2 5 2 

c o n s i g n é  rs ' .  ' Eyen  t h o Ug h  a f ew c u s t o m e r s  r e s e n t e d  t h e  - a d o p t i o n  o f  à ■

-,  c a s h  o.nly s y s t e m ,  - t he .  Exchange  . r ece i ved  "over  $9, 000 i,n. 1902.  . . - •

■ . .-The EîÇchange., c o n t i n u e d  i t s  wo.rk and'  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  -at . loé.st  -1912.

, . ■ .Whl l e  i n ' f  o r  m 8 11 on, i s  n o t  , a v a i l a b l e - a s  t.o. t h e  - c o m p o s i t i o n  o f .  t h e

• c o n s i g n o r s ,  and one ■might q u e s t i o n  as d i d  t h e  Mal l  w h e t h e r  Cru.ly needy -
' • .  . - ; . , . '  « ,v. . -

wo.men w e . r e ' b e i n g  h e l p e d ,  what  I s  most , ,  s t r i k i n g '  a b o p t  t he  .Exchange i.s 

i t s , ' m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  who o r g a n i z e d ' 

t h e  E x c h a n g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a sy. s t éra  w h e r e b y  I m p o v e r i s h e d  g e n t l e w o m e n



c o u l d ,  e a r n  a ' l l v l n g  wl c l iovi t  a p p e a r i n g  t o , b e  Wor ki ng, .  D i s c r e t i o n  and 

con f i d e n t i a l  i t y ‘ g u a r a n t e e d ,  o r g a n i z e r s  w o r k e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t a t u s  o f  c o n s i g n o r s  who wetre w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

wor l d . -  ' The Women' s  E x c h a n g e  a l l o w e d  t h e  c o n s i g n o n s  t o  r e a p  s ome  

■rewards  f rom t h e  pO.bHc s p h e r e  w i t h o u t  l e a g i n g  t h e i r  h o m e s . o r  c h a l l e n g ­

ing" r e f o r m e r s '  c o n c e p t s  of  women' s  d o m e s t i c  . n a t u r e .

Women a l s o - r e l i e d  upon m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t o  j u s t i f y  

and e x p l a i n  t h e  f e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  em p i  o.y m.en.t a r e a s  t h a  t  w e r e  n o t  y e t  

c o n n i d e r e d  t h e  oxc l u . s i ve  doma i n  of  men. For  e xampl e  many yqung women 

became t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r s .  "Nobody".,  s a i d  ' an a r t i c l e  f rom S a i n t  John ,  

r e p r i n t e d  i n  -the Acadi an R e c o r d e r ,  "but  ,'a woman c ou l d  do i t . "  No man,  

" u n l e s s  he be a Sa bba t h  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  o r  a r e p o r t e r ' would be a b l e  t o  

r e f r a i n  f rom p r o f a n i t y  in s'.uch ,a j o b .  i n  1892 "Dp e.s t i c k s "  -commented i n  

h i s  p a t r o n i z i n g  way upon t h e  m a t e r n a l  a t t r i b u t e s  :of  t h e  m o d e r n ' t e l e ­

p h o n e  g i r l .  ' -

■ . . [She]  may not  be h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d ;  b u t  s h e  mu.st be n i c e ,  and ' 
must,  be p o s s e s s e d  of.  a medium,  g r a d e  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  She 
m u s t  be  a b l e  to'  w r i t e  a l e t t e r ,  'make a . c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  i n  
good E n g l i s h ;  ho l d  .her- t o n g u e ,  -keep h e r  t e m p e r  u n d e r  e v e j y  
p r o v o c a t i o n  - and /‘g i v e  h e r  u n d i v i d e d  ' a t t e n t i o n  . to t h e  

- . b u s i n e s s  of  t h e  of  f i  çe . . . Taç t '  and, j  udgement  a r e  i n d i s p e n s ­
a b l e  and l a c k i n g  one or  t h e  o t h e r  s h e  w i l l  b r e a k  d.own i n  a 

. very s h o r t ;  t i me .  . ' %, - -' ,

The f i r s t  o p e r a t o r s  i n  t h e  Uni t . ed  S t a t e ' s  h a d  b e e n  b o y s ,  "Does  t  i c k s  'I

n o t e d ,  b u t . t h e y  poon  p r o v e d  u n s u i t a b l e  and  w e r e  q u i c k l y  r e p l a c e d  by

o l d e r ,  women .  - Bpt  " t h e  o l d  . g i r l s  w e r e  s t i f f . and " s p r i g h t l y  y o u n g

I » " ■ ■ . ' ' ■ ' ■ . ' 1 "7

g i r l s "  f i n a l l y  prpyed b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  j o b ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s . ■ P o p u l a r  

pe r - cep t i ohs  of  women' s t e mp e r me n t  t h u s  e a s e d  women i n t o  t l i i s  new f i e l d .
s ■■ ' "... ■ - - ' '
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The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  m a t e r n a l  Femi ni sm t o  now empl oyment  p o s s i b i l i ­

t i e s , c a n  be s e e n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  I n  t h e  eKpanrl l a g . oppor tvni  11 es  f o r  wOmen 

In  t h e  n u r s i n g  f i e l d .  The  V i c t o r i a  G e n e r a l - H o  s p 1 t  a 1 T r a i n i n g  S c h o o l  

f q r  Nur s e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  I n  ] 89l , '  and o f f e r e d  I n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  n u r s e s '  

In b o t h  - h o s p l t a l  and p r i v a t e  work.  The t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  was composed of  

t h e  v i s i t I n g . P h y s i c i a n s ,  S u r g e o n s  and s p e c i a l i s t s  _o f t he .  V i c t o r i a  

G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  and a l s o  t h e  R e s i d e n t  S t a f f  of  tite h o s p i t a l .  • A'! t hough 

t he  f i r s t  n u r s i n g  c l a s s  c o n s i . s t e d ' o f  f i v e  men and t en  women.  a s t u d y  

pf  - the n u r s i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e v e n t u a l  I nden t  1 f I c a t I o n  of  

n u r s i n g  as a, " f emal e" -  c a r e e r  and t h e  e v e n t u a l  s u b o r d l n a t ' l o n  of  f e ma l e  

n u r s e s  to ma l e  phys I c l a n s .  The number  o f  ma l e  nur.ses de c l  Ined o v e r  t he  

y e a r s  a s  b o t h  t h e  . g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a nd  t h e  - m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  -  nur ' a.es 

• i n c l u d e d  -  p e r c e i v e d  nur . s lng as a c a r e e r  t h a t  demanded,  s p e c i a l  n u r t u r ­

ing  Q u a l i t i e s .  ' fi l ls a t t i t u d e  p e r v a d e d  an e a r l y  a t t . empt  t o  organlv.o a 

b r a n c h  of  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  O r d e r  o f  Nurse . s  i n  N o v a - S c o t  l a  l.n 1 8 9 8 . .  The 

V.O.Nl w o u l d  "dls . se 'm I n a  t e  I n  t h e  l ioraes o'f t h e  p o o r  w h e r e  t .hgy ,go . 

v a l u a b . l e  k n o wl e d g e  o f  a mos t  h e l p f u l  and p r a c t i c a l  k i n d , a bou t  v e n t i l a ­

t i o n ,  s a n i t a t i o n  and c l e a n l i n e s s . " ’ Th.ey. would a l s o  be r e s p o n s i b l e ,  f o r  

f o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  £i>rd t e a c h i n g  O t h e r ,  f a m i l y  m e m b e r s '  t o  c a r e  f o r  t h e  

p a t i e n t .  They  w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  s h o w k i n d n e s s ' a n d  he 1p f u l n e s s  t o  t h e  

- p a t l e n l ; ,  ",Ad a pf  a b 1 1 1 1 y , ' t  a . c t , go o d  -- judge m e n t ,  s e l  f - d  e n t a i  and d e v o -  

■tron" wer e  a t t r i b u t e s  of  a gotul  n u r s e ,  al . l  o f  t l iesC bel i ig a p p r o p r i a t e  

" f e ma l e "  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in t'he m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  p a n t he on . *^ - .

S i m i l a r  I d e a l s  w e r e  e v e n t u a l l y  a b s o r b e d  and a d o p t e d  by h o s p i t a l  

n u r s e s .  I n  1897 f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  nr r r ' scs  and d o c t o r s  a t  

t h e  V i c t o r i a  Ge n e r a l  H o s p i t a l  e r u p t e d ,  whi ch d e mo n s t r a t e d -  t he  p r o f  e.s -
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o l o n n l  power  of  m é d i c a l  d o c t o r s  apd t he  f l e d g l i n g  . p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  o f  

n u r s e s ,  and a l s o  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  i n h e r e n t  I n  a p r o f e s s i o n  whose  power.  . 

r e s t e d  upon m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s .  ' F o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s -  p r i o r  t o  

t h i s  u p h e a v a l  d o c t o r s ,  hod l?e.en d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  ' n u r s i n g  s t anda r d . s  

a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  l l i ey  c o mp l a i n e d  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  a bou t  t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  of  

g r a d u a t e  n u r s e s  t o  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  V i c t o r i a  G e n e r a l ;  most- n u r s e s ,  d o c t o r s  . 

f e l t ,  . p r e f e r r e d  t he  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s i e r  ^and f r , e e r ' l l f e  of- p r i v a t e  d u t y .  ■ 

The c l i m a x  came i n  1Ô97 o v e r  t he  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  a new r u l e  d e s i g n e d  t o  

compel  f e ma l e  n u r s e s  t o  s u p p l y  bedpans  and u r i n a l . s  t o  ma l e  p a t i e n t s  and 

to p r e s i d e  o v e r  t he  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e  mal e  c a t h e t e r ;  . a •t a s k  f o r m e r l y  done 

by m a l e  n u r s e ' s .  W h i l e  b o t h  M i s s  E l l i o t ,  t h e  La d y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

Nur se . s ,  and t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  Che Med l e a l  • B.oa rd  f e l t  t b a t S ’a l l  n u r s e s  

g h p u l d  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  r u l e ,  a C o m m i s s i o n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  i n q u i r e  I n t o  

h o s p i t a l  manage . ment  d i s a g r e e d  f o r  b o t h  m e d i c a l  a nd  m o r a l  r e a s o n s .  

Whi l e  E l l i o t  saw t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  n u r s e ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  s he  .sup.ervlse.d d e m u r r e d ,  c i t i n g  t h e  damage  ' 

. wh i ch  ' woul d  be d o n e  t o  w6men' -s d e l i c a t e  s e n s l b l l t . l e s .  The  r e s u l t  o f  • 

b a t t l e s  f o u g h t  on g r o u n d s  s uch  as  t h e s e  was t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  of  . n u r s ­

ing  as  -a p r o f e . s s l o n .  Comment ing 6,n t he  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Co mmi t t e e  c o n ­

c l u d e d  t h a t  n u r s i n g  wa& r e a l l y  women' s  work and he nc e  t h a t  ma l e  n u r s e s  ' 

s h o u l d  be. o r d e r l i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  I t  c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  p r o b l e m be t we e n  

E 11 l o  t, and  . t h e  n u r s e b  was  di ie tt> h e r . l a c k  o f  w o m a n l y  t a c t . .  ■ I t  w o u l d  

s e e m ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  n u r s e s  who a d h e r e d  t o  t h e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t '  

p o s i t i o n  w e r e  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e v e n t u a l  ‘f é m i n i s a t i o n  o f  ■ 

n u r s i n g .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  a m b i g u o u s .  I n  

c r e a t i n g  a r o l e  In m e d i c i n e  f o r  t h e i r  g e n d e r , b a s e d  upon t h e i r  f e m i n i n e ',
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v l r d u e ' s ,  women u l t i m a t e l y  r e l e g a t e , ^  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a s u p p o r t i v e  and 

sub' o' rdlnate.  r o l e  wltViln t h e  .world ' of  ined l e i  ne.   ̂ .

Once  n u r s i n g  b e c a m e  an e x c l u s i v e l y  f e m a l e  p r e s e r v e ,  d o c t o r s -  

r e g u l a r l y - c a u t i o n e d  n u r s e s  a g a i n s t  g a i n i n g  . too much medi ca l ,  knowl edge .  

The e d i t o r  o f  t he  M a r i t i m e  Me d i c a l  News made t h i s  c l e a r .  .

• F o r t u n a t e  i s  .the p h y s i c i a n  who has  no t  had a n u r s e  who ha.s 
d i s c o u r s e d  l e a r n e d l y  t o  h e r - p a t i e n t s  upon t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  . 
o f  v a r i o u s  s y m p t o m s  p r e s e n t e d  b y . - t h e  p a t i e n t ,  and  t h e

. _ . t r e a t m e n t  Vhicl i .  o t h e r  d o c t o r s  would d o u b t l e s s  adopt ,  unde r  ■'----- '
s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  . . .  T h e r e  i s  no n e e d  f o r  m a k i n g  an 
a m a t e u r . d o c t o r  o u t  o f  t h e  n u r s e .  ■ '

Nursc.s,- t h e  a r t i c l e  c l a i m e d ,  needed to l e a r n  p a t i e n t  c a r e  ' and . s ickroom

c l e a n l i n e s s  t e c h n i q u e s  and not  "be s t u f f e d  w i t h  i m p e r f e c t  i d e a s  of  tlie

a b s t r u s i t i e s  o f  m e d i c i n e ,  and l ed  t o  t h i n k  ' h e r s e l f  c a p a b l e  q f  pa. ss lng

j u d g e m e n t  upon t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  t he  d o c t o r s  who ^empl oy- be  r*." A few

y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  1906 - a n o t h e r  e d l . t o r i a l  i n  t h e  s a m e  J o u r n a l  r e i t e r a t e d

t h e  medi caT p p a c t i o n e r ' s '  v i e w o f  n u r s e s .  .

. There,  i s  no d a n g e r  o f  over - . t  r a i n  i ng In t h e  p r a c t i c a l  work 
. ‘ o f  n u r s i n g ,  b u t  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  b u r d e n  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n  —  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  q u i t e  i n a p p l i c a b l e  i n  
p r a c t i c e  -  i s  n o t  o n l y  - n e e d l e s s  .but  d o u b t l e . s S  h a r m f u l .
Eve r y  d o c t o r  has  had a n n o y i n g  i n s t a n c e s  o f  i n t e r f e r e n c e  by 
n u r s e s  w h o s e  e t h i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  ha,a be,en t u r n e d  by a 
s m a t t e r i n g  o f  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s . n e e d  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
p h y s i c i a n  a l o n e .  ' . ■

 ̂ By t h i s  t  i  me ; q f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  m e d i c a l '  p r o f  es . s i o n  wa.s s e g r e g n t . e d .  a l o n g

g e n d e r  l i n e s ,  and p r e v a i l i n g  n o t i o n s  of  m a t e r n a l '  f e m i n i s m  l e . g i t i m i z e d

t h i s  s e g r e g a t i o n . .  ‘ '

T h i s  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  o u t l o o k  c o n t i n u e d  ' w e l l  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y .  In 1911 t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Wi t n e s s  - c l a I m e d  t h a t  n u r s i n g  would 

be the. . h i g h e s t / v o ' c a . t i o n  f o r  a g i r l  i f  she  had . to l e a v e  t h e  c o n f i n e s  of  

h e r  home arid e a r n  h e r  l i v i n g .  S i m i l a r l y ,  when M a r g a r e t  Spence  won t h e ,
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Gold '  Medal f o r  ^General ' .  E x c e l l e n c e  and ' t;he Alumnae P r i z e  Cor P r a c t i c a l

Work In 1923 she. was p r a i s e d  for ,  d e , mo n g t r a t l n g  t h e  ' f e m i n i n e '  . q u a l i t i e s  ‘

v a l u e d  In, a n u r s e .  Spence  was

a d a p t a b l e  , c o u r t e o u s  , d i g n i f i e d ,  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  1 n d n s t -  . 
r l o u s ,  r e l i a b l e - ,  r e s o u r c e f u l ' ,  a c c u r a t e ,  c o n s c i e n t i o u s ,  

. p u n c t u a l ,. e x c e l l e n t  I n i t i a t i v e ,  v e r y  much I n t e r e s t e d  I n  - 
.work,  r a p i d  w o r k e r ,  e x c e l l e n t  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  v e r y  f i  pe  
Qx e c p t l v e  a b i l i t y ,  m a r k e d ■ncgCnes s ' . o f  p e r s o n .  G e n e r a l l y  a .

. v e r y  c a p a b l e  and e x c e l l e n t  . nurse.

F e m i n i n e  m a t e r n a i ,  q u a 11 t i e s  w e r e  n o t  o n l y  n e c e s s a r y  f'o r  a

t i o . s p l t a l  nur . se  bu,t f o r  n u r s i n g  s u’pe' r  v I.s o ra  a .a w e l l .  A D l r e c t r c . s s  o f

N u r  .a e 8 i f o r  exampl_e ,  n e e d e d  mo' re t h a n  e d u c a t l . o n ,  t a c t ,  and  ab. i  1 1 1 y ,

s h e  n e e d e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  n a t u r e  o f  h e r  p t o  f e-s s I o n  . A

woman In, a p o s i t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  s a i d  G- E. S t r u m  , s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f

nu r.s e.s,  m u s t  be "so s k i  1.1 ed i n  ad m I n  l.g't r.a t i on t h a t  s h e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t .  '

h e r  s c h o o l ,  c a n n o t  e x i s t  a s  a s m a l l  k i ngdom,  . In t l i e  m i d s t  o f  a g r e a t e r

one wlt .h out  any" l i n e s  of  a p . t h o r l t y  r e a c h i n g  f rom w i t h o u t  I nwa r d . "  Th,e

■ m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  of  n u r s i n g  was t h u s  e n s u r e d .  Not  o n l y  d i d  t h e  m a t e r n a l

v i s i o n  r e s t r i c t  women t o  a ' J o b  p u b l i c l y  p e r c e i v e d  as  ' f e m i n i n e ' ,  b u t

n u r s e s  were  a d v o c a t i n g  t i i . e l r  own s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  .a m a s c u l i n e  medi ca l , -

p r o f e s s i o n ■ •. ■» '. ■ ■ . ' .

A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f , t h e  c e n t u r y  women In  g e n e r a l  -  f r om n u r s e s  t o

t e a c h e r . s , t o wo r k i n g  c l a s s  women -  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t :

I d e o l o g y .  ILntl f t h e  mi d -  1 8 9 0 ' s , howe ve r ,  women wo r k e r s  liad a c r i t i c a l

v i s i o n  r o o t e d  In a r u d i m e n t a r y  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  d e s p i t e

t l i e l r  . I s o l a t i o n  from, t h e i r  pe e r s .  Female t e a c h e r s ,  more than any o th e r

' g r oup  of .women w o r k e r s ,  we r e  a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e . t h e i r  p u b l i c  p o s i t i o n

a nd  t h e i r  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  m a l e  p e e r s  I n t o  a m o r e  c o n s c i o u s

a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  I n  t h e  w o r k  w o r l d .  h o t  e v e n  t e a c h e r s '
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g r a d u a l l y  c o n f o r me d  t o  a m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n  t h a t  . ' cons idered women 

t he  more d e , s l r a b l e  t e a c h e r s  For  young- ' ch  l ld . r en.  -Segregated by -gender  

■and e x p e r i e n c i n g  s a l a r y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  women t e a c h e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  e a r ­

l i e r  c r i t i c a l  s e n g l b i l l . t y . '  S i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n f r o n t e d -  women l u  

t h e  r a n g e  of ,  new O c c u p a t i o n s  o p e n i n g  f o r  them.  Women moved. . . Into t h e s e '  

p o s i t i o n s  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e y  had t h e  s p e c i f i c  fern I n I  n e ' a h i  I 1 1 I eh t h a t  

mode t h e s e  j o b s  more s u i t a b l e  t o  tl iem. n u r s i n g  For exa mpl e ,  women

q u i c k l y  ou t n u mb e r e d  men,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r a t d o n a  11 feed t l i e l r  e n t r y '  

I n t o  t h e  f i e l d  In t e r m s  of  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m .  . hu t  t o  g a i n  tlilm s h o r t  

t e r m go-nl,  t h e y  I s o l a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f rom o t h e r  a r e a s  o.f me d i c i n e  which'  

Were becomi ng  m a l e - d o m i n a t e d .  Mi d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s ,  l i k e  t he  women 

I n  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e ,  a d o p t e d  a - m a t e r n a l  - a r g u m e n t . .  Rut  a s  a m a t e r n a l ,  

f e m i n i s m  h a r d e n e d  I n t o  a  new O r t h o d o x y ;  women b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  t h a t  

m a r g i n a l  I'ze.d gend e r - s  e g r e g a  t e d  w o r k f o r c e  w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e d  wo me n ' s  

' m a t e r n a l  a b i l i t i e s  r a t t i e r  t h a n - e q u a l i t y  w i t h  t hfel r  male  p e e r s .
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c l a i m e d  t h a t  l o w e r  wages  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  women.  Women were

. u n a b l e  t o  h p l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  for '  p h y s i c a l  r e a s o n s .  More­
o v e r  i^any w o r k e d ' o n l y  f o r  a s h o r t ’ p e r i o d  b e f o r e  f e a v l n g  t h e i r  
e m p l o y m e n t  e i t h e r  f o r  m a r r i a g e  o r  b e c a u s e  o f  111 h e a l t h .  Th i s  
t h e n '  was t h e  i r o n i c  r e s u l t  o f  women a d o p t i n g  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
f e m i n i s t  I d e o l o g y  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  • g a i n i n g ' . e n t  r a n e e  t o  t h e  work-  
w o r l d .  Y.W.C.A. S c r a p b o o k ,  O c t o b e r  . 1 9 12- May  5, 1929 ,  P . A. N. S . ,
MG' 20;  Vol .  776 .  " ' ' . . .  -

I
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CHAPTKR 3

"The S p o r t in g  Cu l tu re  o f ’ Women i n  V i c t o r i a n  Nova S c o t i a :  
■ ‘ From ' ' F i s h - l i f e  G i r l s '  t o  Robust Mothers"

Tlie s p o r t i n g  c u l t u r e  of  t h e  l a t e .  11th c e n t u r y  çmbod.letl many of  

t h e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and  b e l i e f s  o.f V i c t o r i a n  s o c i e t y .  

A s p e c t s  o f  h e a l t h  and.-'s e x u a  1 1 1 y , c l a s s  a n t a g o n i . a m ,  ' c o n c e p t i o n s  of  

. s o c i a l  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  d r e s s  r e f o r m ,  a nd  t h e  . m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s e p a r a t e  

g e n d e r  I d e n t i t i e s  w e r e . a l l  . m a n i f e s t e d , .  1 n t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  ant) 

e v e n t u a l  a c c e p t a n c e ,  o f  s p o r t s - a s  a 1 eg  1 11 m‘a t  e . pas  1 1 m e . But  i 'Çft a s

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s p o r t i n g  a c t  1 v j t  y d n r 1 ng th.e V i c t o r i a n  age

I mp a c t e d  upon not i ons"  o f  .womanhood, so d i d  c o n c e r n s  abou t  t he  r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p  b e t we e n  t h e  s e x e s  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  n a t u r e  of  s p o r t  I t s e l f .  I m p o r t a n t

■ a s  an e x p e r i m e n t a l  f i e l d  f o r  " t h a t  m i x ' o f  m i s s i o n a r y  w o r k  and . s o c i a l  ■ 

e n g i n e e r i n g  t h a t  was  r a t i o n a l  r e c r e a t i o n , ' . '  S p o r t  was an I m p o r t  a n t

V c a t a l y s t A n  t r a n s f o r m i n g  s e x u a l ' - l y  p r e c o c i o u s  bu C. phy  s 1 c.a 1 1 y f r a g i l e  

m a i d e n s  I n t o  r e s p e c t a b l e  y e t  r o b u s t  V i c t o r i a n  m o t h e r s  upon  whom t h e  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  A n g l o - S a x o n  r a c e  d e p e n d e d .  In  a d d i t i o n  s o c i a l .

■ r e f o r m e r s  s a w - s p o r t  a s . b o t h  a f o r m . o f  . .Commercla l l x e d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  In 

l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  c a p i t a l i s m  and a vehl c l . e  f o r  e n s u r i n g  c l a s s  harmony,  and 

s o c i a l  S t a b i l i t y .  , • ■ ' . ' .

The e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  e l i t e  f e l t  t h a t  s p o r t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  l i t t l e  

t o  t he  h e a l t h  of  e i t h e r  s o c i e t y  o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ; -  s p o r t  demanded t i me  

and e n e r g y  t h a t  c o u l d  be b e t t e r  u t i l i z e d  In  work.  ' P u b l i c  a c c e p t a n c e  .Of 

p a r t i c u l a r  s po r t . S , t h e r e f o r e ,  . depended a t  l e a ' s t ,  i n . pa' r t  on . wh e t h e r  t he y  . 

w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  r e s p e c t a b l e  by  t h e  m i d d l e  and,  r u l i n g  c l a s s .  , As

' ' "  - .. . 74 . '



t o l e r a n c e  grew i n t o  s u p p o r t ,  r e f o r m e r s  endeavour ed-  t o  sliap.e sp.or t s  t o  

t h e i r  own . s o c i a l  v i s i o n ,  I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  c h a l l e n g i n g  and  c h a n g i n g  I t s  

b o u n d a r i e s .  By t h é  e nd  of  t h e ' c e n t u r y ' t h e r e  was  a g r o w i n g . b e l i e f  i n  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l • u s e f u l n e s s  o f  s p o r t . '  .Whi le e a r l y  s p o r t s  p r o m o t e r s  had 

been c o n t e n t  t o  a d v o c a t e  t he  I n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  c a l i s t h e ' n l c s  o r  e x e r c i s e  

p r o g r a m s  I n t o  t h e  common s c h o o l s  , by t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h i s  h a d  

g i ven  • way to t he  s o - c a l l e d  "manly"- s p o r t s .  Those who p r omot ed  s p o r t s  

in t h i s  f a s h i o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  sp . or t s  would i mpr ove  t h e  p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  

of  t he  . i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y ,  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  Empi r e ,  

and e l i m i n a t e  cla. sa.  a n t a g o n i s m  w i t h o u t  cha 1 l e n g i n g  t h e  e x i . s t i n g  s o c i a l  

• s t r u c t u r e .  . . . -

! Female  r e f o r m e r s  a 11 e m p t  ed t'o modi fy  t h i s  b r o a d e n i n g  s p o r t i n g

f i e l d .  . Ha l e  .9p o r t s ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e d ,  were  s p o i l e d  by e x c e s s i v e  c o m p e t i ­

t i o n  and r o u g h n e . s s . -  Young l a d l e s  n e e d e d  t o  be  p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  such,  

a c t i v i t y .  I n  o r d e r  f o r  g I r  1 .s t o  d e v e l o p  p r o p e r  m a t e r n a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  

t hey  needed  . spor t s -  t h a t  . promoted f a i r  p l a y  and t h a t  e ' mphas i zed p / i r t i c i -  

p a t l o h _ o v ‘é r  c o m p e t i t i o n .  F e m a l e  r e f o r m p r s  c h a n g e d  b o t h  s p o r t  and

• s o c i e t y ,  m o l d i n g  t h e m  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r ,  v i s i o n  o f  wo ma n h o o d .
- . - ' ■ ■ ■

Ult  i m o t e l y , however , -  t h e i r  m a t e r n a l  F e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  l i m i t e d  women to  

a c t i v i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e i r  ' s p e c i a l '  f e m i n i n e  q u a 1 1 1 1 e s  t o o k  p r e c e d e n c e  

o v e r ' t h e i r  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t y . '  . ' , : . '

The e a r l y  ' a d v o c a t e s  o f  s p o r t s  e m p h a s i z e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  a d ­

v a n t a g e s -  t o  an i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p h y s i c a l  a nd  m e n t a l  w e l l - b e i n g , -  b u t  s a w  

p o r t  a s  an.  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e .  b r o a d e r  . r é f o r m  ,of  ' s o c i e t y . ,  F i n d -  

ng t h a t , i n  H a l i f a x  t h e r e  was . ' .
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a v e r y  l a r g e . p r o p o r t i o n  o f  young men g p e n d l l n g )  t h e , b e a t  
s h a r e  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  I n  g a w k i n g  l a z i l y  a t  Che s t r e e t  f . o r  -  
t i e r s  t o  s t a r e  a t  ■ p a s g e r s b y , l o u n g i n g  a b o u t  d r i n k i n g  
’s a l o o n s ,  s m o k i n g  and g u z z l i n g ,  and i jn o t h e r  1 r  r  a 1 1 o n a l  f '  ' 
modes of. g e t t i n g  Over  l i f e ,  e q u a l l y  I n J u f ouS  t o  bo t h  moral  
and p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  .

t h e  Acad i an  Re c o r d e r  demanded gymnaslum.s.  arid a f f o r d a b l e  y e t  h e n o f l c l a l

A ’ . I. '
r e c r e a t i o n .  Re f o r me r s  ç o n s ' i d e r c d  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s ,  who l i v e d ,  

a ml ds  t  a q u a l o r  and s e e m i n g  I m m o r a l i t y ,  cou l d  b e n e f ' l f  In p a r t i c u l a r  from 

p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  So co u l d  women. I t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  l ong f o r  r e f onne r . s  

tO' a t t a c k  t h e  " p a l l o r  a n d  l a n g o u r "  o f  " p a l e  and we.ak young  l a d l e . s  who 

e x h i b i t e d  lo,ads o f  expen . s l ve  d r y  goods  upon t h e i r  p e r s o n s . "  C a u t i o n i n g  

t h a t  Nova S c o t i a n  " p a r e n t s  had b e t t e r  no t  r a i s e  any more, 'g I rI ,s of  t h a t  

k i n d , "  and o p e n l y  p r a i s i n g ,  " r o s y  c h e e k s  a nd  . s tou. t  f i g u r e s , "  r o f o r m d r s  

w a r  l ied t h e s e  " f e e b l e  women"  t h a t  " yo u n g  men r i d i c u l e  [ d ]  t h e  1 d e a of  

t y i n g  Cj iemselves  f o r  l i f e  t o  . s i c k l y  g i r l s  .'I . ■

As t h e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  of .  s p o r t . s  grew' ,  I t s  m i d d l e  c l a s s  s u p ­

p o r t e r s  s t r e s s e d  I t s -  de  mo e r a  1 1 c n a t u r e .  Ye t  s p o r t  . w .a s n e v e r  t.rv' ily 

c l a s s l e s s ;  n o r  was  ,e q u a 1 1 1 y t  r  u 1 y t he ’ o.b I e c  t-I'v e o f  s p o r t s  p r o m o t e r ; } .  

’In.sCehd r e f o r m e r s  hoped  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  woald,  ' e m u l a t e  t h e i r  ' s pc i  .11

. . j' ‘
s u p e r i o r s '  and ,  a d o p t  t h e  v a l u e s  t h a t  game.s e m b o d i e d .  ' C r i c k e t ,  f o r  

example-, '  was . seen to e d u c a t e  I t s  d i s c i p l e s  i n  s uc h  A'nglo-Raxon y . l r t u e s

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  g p e c l a ' l I z a t l o n ,  o b e d i e n c e  . • . 
t o  a . s i n g l e  o r g a n i z e r  ( p e r h a p s  w i t h  a c o u n c i l  t o  a d v i s e  , 
h i m ) ,  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  g e o g r a p h y  a nd  1 1 s I n f l u e n c e s ,  ,■ 
a r t s  and a r t i s t i c  ana t omy ,  p h y s i o l o g y  and h j yg l enc , ethlc-S 
and even  -  I f  the-  p l a y ' b e  l e a r n t  r i g h t l y  -  ' g e n e r a l  ' educa­
t i o n  methods.*’ ' '

But  t h e  hopes  of  r e f o r m e r s  were  o f t e n  d a s h e d ,  D e s p i t e  changes  In rule.s

fro e n s u r e '  m o r a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  a nd  t h e  l e s s e n i n g  ;of t h e  v u l g a r i t y  and.
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-v i o l ê n c e ’''-of many s p o r t s ,  wo r k i n g  c l a s s  a t h l e t e s  brought ,  t o  . s p o r t  t h e i r  

vO.wn i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , .  .,„Ma.ny s u b s é q u e n t  c o n t e s t s  w i t n e s s e d  w o r k i n g '  c l a s s  

■groups c h a l l e n g i n g *  r u l , i ng  . c l ^ s s  teams. '  ■ . F u r t h e r m o r e , a s  ' Alan . Me t c a l f e  

has,'  Cl a i med  , c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  wer e  ' qeve r  ov^qorae^  a t  t h e  adm i  p i  s t  n a t i v e  

l e v e l , (fn.d even ' a t  t h e  pl . aylng , i a v e i  " t h e r e  w^ r e  v a r i o u s  me t hods  of  

s o c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  whi ch  v a r i e d  front s p o r t  . to s p o r t . "  , • .

. I f - t h e  V o r k i h g '  c l a s s e s  o f t e n  r e s i s t e d  b e i n g  co-^op.ted by a c l a s s  

.program ‘whi ch , ma s que r a de d  as ' d e m b c r a t i z a C i o n , ' i t '  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  

. t he  h i g h  c o s t s  o f  . c lubs  and gymnas i ums  s i m p l y . k e p t ' m a n y  w o r k e r s  f r om 

" p a r t i c i p a t i n g  . i n  s p o r t /  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  whèn t h e  'Nova ■S c o t i a .  H o r t i - '  

c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  o b t a i n e d  l a n d • f rom H a l i f a x  c i t y  t o  c r e a t e  t he .  P u b l i c  

Garden.s,  ot i ly a h a r e h o l d e r s , s u b s c r i b e r s  and gue . s t s  had f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  

t h e  g r o u n d s  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  The Gar dens  c o n t a i n e d ,  t h e  f i r s ' t  - covered i c e  

r i n k  i n  t h e  a r e a , "a  wo o d e n  e d i f i c e ,  .180 f e é . t  by 60 f e e t  w i t h  a r c h e d  

V o o f ,  i l l u m . i n a t e d  w i t h  c o a l '  g a s " ,  whe r e  s k a t i n g  t o o k  . p l ace  i n  w i n t e r  and 

. h o l l e r  s k a t i n g  'and- d a n c i n g  i n  summer .  ., S u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  .the, r i n k  s o l d  

ou t  , w f t h  in t h r e e  weeks  i n  1862,- When f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r c e d  t h e  

s o c  l e t  y t o  s e l l )  t h e  Ga r de n ' s : ' t o ,  t h e  c i t y  i p  1874 ,  t h p  . g e n e r a l  p u b l i c -  

f i n a l  l y  g a i n e d  mo' re a c c e s s .  ' T h e r  ea  f  t e  r- ' i  t  was o p e n e d  f o r  d a n c i n g  on 

' c o n c e p t  n i g h t s .  . But  , ' e v e n  t h e n ,  n o t  a l l  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e ' ' c h a n g e .  . ' T h e ,
■' . / V ,  . i t . : " ' '

' P r e s b y t e r i a n  W i t n e s s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  " t h e  wprapn who go t h e r e  t o  da nc e  a r e  

u s u a l l y  .Such who have  no c h a r a c t e r  t o  l o s e , "  The r i n k  was- condemned as!  

a " l o w  d a n c e  hou ' se ' '  d r a w i n g  . t o g e t h e  r  " p e r s o n s .  Who, a r e  a m o r a l  p e s t ­

i l e n c e ; ' '  V Soc I, a 1 - CO n t  dm i  ha t i o n  was a vo i de d  i n  H a l i f a x ,  a ifew .York Sun - 

- c o r r e s p o n d e n t , c l a i m e d , ' by h o l d i n g  s e p a r a t e  c o n c e r t s ,  a t  t h e  Ga r d e n s ;  on 

Wednesday. :  f o r  t h e  mi dd l e ,  .and u p p e r  c U a a ^ ^ n d  on Sunday - f o r  t h e  -wor ki ng

"  7 ' 7  ' ,"
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c l a s s .  "One c o n c e r t  I s  a s  go o d  a s  t h e  o t h e r ,  b.nt t h e  c l a s s e s  n e v e r  

mix, '  e a c h  k e e p i n g  t o  I t S ;  . o w n ' a p p o i n t e d '  Hay.  Thi  s p r o m o t e s  p l a c e  , 

p l ea s n r f e ,  a n d ' s a t i s  f a c t i o n . "  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  as w e l l  a s t r i c t  d i v i s i o n  • 

' a l o n g  c l a s p / l i n e s  i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w h i c h  r e s t r i c t e d  t i l e

' ' . ■ ' ■ . . ' a  ■ 's p o r t i n g  o p ' p o r t n n i t i h s  o f  t h e  wo r k i n g  class . . -  

■■ cAs t h e  c e n t u r y  wore on,  t h e r e  was a g r o w i n g  r e a l  I z a t i o n .  of  -the-'

poor  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of  many s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  and young adnl t . s  w h a t ­

e v e r  t h e i r ,  bac kg r ound .  In  an  a r t i c l e  f o r - t h e  Ma r i t i m e. Medi c a l  Ne_w^ i n  

190Ù C l a r a  -Olding'  l a m e n t e d  • t h e  - n ' e g l e c f  o f  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  p a r t i c ­

u l a r l y  f o r ,  g i r l s .  \  . , - .

Thé  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i n g  may g i v e  t o  t h e  w o r l d  ; 
l a r g e  p'umbers of  wel  1 - r e a d  .men and wo.men, brCt I t  a l s o  sows 
t h e  s e e d s -  o f  c o n s u m p t i o n ,  h y s t e r i a ,  n e u r a s t h e n i a ,  ' and  
I n s a n i t y ;  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o .  s u c h  m i n o r  a f f l i c t i o n s  ps eye'  ■ ■■ . -

:. ' . S t  pain,  and nerv.ous h e a d a c h e s .  ■' ' " ' 1 V .. . -,

T h i s  was h a r d l y  t h e  f i r s t  o r  o n l y  co. rapl a ipt '  about  t he  p h y s i c a l  co n d l y

■ t i o h  of  s t u d e n t s . ' ,  t)r>. T. Mewel l  i n  an 1875 r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Rhode l . s l and

M e d i c a l  S o c i e t y  r e p r i n - t e d  i n  t h e  H a l i f a x  C i t i z e n  rmain t  a I n e d  t h a t

p h y s i c a l  c u l t u r e ^  a s  w e l l  a s  p u r e i a l Ÿ , g o o d ' v e n t i l a t i o n ,  s h o r t e n e d ,

s c h o o l  h o u r s ,  .and à p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t ' w o r k  dut . gide  s c h o o l ,  . should be.

' the. obj j ec t ive ,  o f  ^ e d n c a t i o p a l  r e f o r m e r s :  "  He a r gupd  t h a t '  u ;
\

. • ' ' ■ i n  t h e  h a s t e  - for  ' i n ' i ^ e l l e c t u a l  c u l t u r e  t h e  p h y ^ i c p l  i s  - too - ' . ■ .
' mu c h  n f g l e c t . e d . r  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  l a  d e v e l o p e d  t'o t h e  '* , ,
, ' o m i s s i o n  o f  'Other- po r t i o n s  ,'qf t h é  b o d y , t h u s  g i v i n g  r i s e  .  ̂ ■ .

■' , . ■ ' ' , t o  a Ibng T r a i n ,  o.i , i l l s  .'îfnd producing  an uhs ym metr ld al  and - ' .
' , d i s t o r t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in the young,  e n t i r e l y  lUhf.itted" for  : - 

. I-■ the ’ s t e r n  d u t i e s  o f  l i f e / '  ■ ‘ ■ ' » ' '' ; : ■■

. •' , ■ I n  .th'e’M a s t .  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  ' I9th c e n t u r y ,  s e n t i m e n t s  a t r e a s i n g

- , , 'the, v a l u e  of  p h y s i c a l  c u l t u r e  ^ o r  b o t h  boys  and,  g i r l s ' w e r e  ppmmonpl.a' ce.  . ..

A- '  - ' I '  ■'■■ ■ ■■■'''-■ : - ' )  '- ; ,., '' ', -'.
I n  1880 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a y o u n g  s t u d e n t  na.med -Mary M a c G r e g o r  r e o d  ap '■

' k ' . / . i  . ' : / : ' :  ^
... ‘ e s s a y  d u r i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s '  a t  Br uns l t i cV . S t r e e t  s c h o o l ,  d e p l o r i n g ,  t he

-a»-
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\  ^ '  ' ' - ' f  ' . , - .

l aal^. ".of .  a t t e f l t t o n  p a i d  Co t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  h p d i R a . "  Itj i f  s h e  

. p . r a i s e d  fh,e c a p . a t l e  h a n d s  o f r Mr .  J a m e s  S. McKay, '  and s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a , .

p e r s o n  such as  McKay cou l d  v i s i t  c i t y  s c h o o l s  I n s t r u c t i n g - b o t h  s t u d e n t s  

and t e a c h e r s  i n  t h i s  a r t .  Not  o n l y  s h o u l d  ' scKoqls  have,  a c a l i s t h e n i c s  ■ ;

- m a s t ér'  h u t  -the ‘Br u n s w i c k  S t r e e t  s ( % o l  heeded  a l a r g e r  p l a y g r o u n d ;  At .

tJke t i m e  t h e r e  w e r e  t wo  s m a l l  y a rd s , e a c h  u s e d  by t wo  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  

p u p i l s .  Ther è  were  s e r i o u s  ' d a n g e r s ,  she  c l a i i j i ed ,  o f  o l d e r  g i r l s  be i n g -  

■ s t r a n g l e d  -in S k i p p i n g  r o p e s ,  and 'of y o u n g e r ■g i r l s  . being t r a m p l e d .  On 

r a i n y  days  Che s t u d e n t s  e i t h e r ,  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  c o a l  c e l l a r  -  " t hough  t o

' ; . t e l l  t h e  t r u t h j  w’e C a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  c e l l a r ' a t  a l l "  -  o r. h a d  t o

■ ■ ‘ ■ '■ ' ' V  ■■ ■ ’ - • . ■ ■ ' ■ . I ' ■
. - . , .  - - s i t  d n l e t l y  i n  t h e ' . ç e a t s  " f o r - s u c h  a t h i n g  as  p l a y i n g ' i n  t h e  s c h o o l

■ room h e v e r  . e n t e r s  t h e  heads-  o f  o u r ' w o r t h y  t e a c h e r s . "  She d i d  n o t  want  « y .

-f)'-

\

-,i-

t o  " u n d e r v a l u e  m e n t a l  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  b r i n g  , f o r w a r d  t h e  f a r  

’\  . g r e a t e r  claim's,  o f  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e . "  ' ' ■- , ' ''

-' 1 n i'd 8 7 t h e  . S u p e r v i s o r  o f  H a l i f a x  C i t y  S c h o o l s  . e c h o e d -

- "MacGrego ' r ' g  c o n c e r n . s  when he. c a l l e d  f .or  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

t  t r a i n i n g ,  f o r - ' b o y s  i n  s c h o o l  'and, c l a i m e d  t h a t . ’t h e  l a c k  o f  m u s c u l a r  

e d u c a t i o n  would cat'?®, boys  t o  los'^e " t h ’e l o v e  and h a b i t  of  work. "  Jame.s'  

McKay- o f  t h e  H a l l  o.f H è a f t h  i n  ' H a l i f a x ,  - q u e s  t ' i onê i ï ,  t h e  - v a l u e  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r ' p h y s i c a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  h o w e v e r .  McKay p o i n t e d

out  t h a t  he  had " e x a mi n e d . pnd me a s u r e d .  c a r p e n t e r s , . b l a c k s m i t h s , p r i n t ­

e r s  and o t h e r  t r a d e s m e n  and found them'^a,11 w e l l  • d e v e l o p e d  on t h e  . r i g h t ,  

■ , s i d e "  -opiy.  He f u r t h e r , ' q u e s t i o n e d  how t h e  . l a r g e  number s  o f  boys  (127)

-coul d  be ' t a u g h t  e f f e c t i v e l y  a n d , . s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i n  p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a l l

V /  ' f  - ' /  ' \- ' ' : ' . .  : ' V ' ; .  ' - ' .

.". p u p i l s  c o u l d  be  t a u g h t  a t  o n c e .  He . - a l s o  w o n d e r e d  i f  g i r l s  w e r e  t o  

r e c e i v e  enhanced  ' ' deve lopment -  by . l e a r n i n g  n e e d l e w o r k .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  " not .
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■ o n l y  wer e  Amer l cnn . school s  and c o l l c R e s  start . lo.c;  c o u r s e s  of  p h y s i c a l  . 

c u l t u r e ,  bu t  t he  n e a r b y  L a d l e s  Academy i n  Sackv 111 e,, ’ Ne.w Bruns w I ck , was

■■ ■ ■ V , " ■
g o i n g  t o  s e c u r e  a t e a c h e r  o f  c a l é s t h e n l c s .  McKay emjihns ! zed . the need 

f o r  a b a l a n c e d  or  s y m m e t r i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  and I nr e l  -  

l e c t u a l .  ' t i l ls b a l a n c e  cou l d  on l y  be a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t he  a p p l i c a t i o n  

o f  s c l e n t l f ' l c  p r i n c i p l e s  t o  e d v i c a t l o n .  An e d u c a t i o n  l e f t . t o  c h a n c e  

would r e s u l t  In a s y mme t r y .  ■ Thé body was not  a s i n g l e  o r gan  Which,  If 

e x e r c i s e d ,  would  be s u r e  to grow i n '  t he  c o r r e c t  f a s h i o n ,  McKay argued.

On t h e  c o n t r a r y -  I t  ' .was "an e x c e e d i n g l y  c ô mp l l ç a t ' e d  • m a c h i n e , t he  sym­

m e t r i c a l  d e v e l o p me n t  of  wh i c h  r e q u i r e s  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  s t u d i e d  manage-  . 

m e n t . "  McKay s u p p l e m e n t e d  h i s  a r g u m e n t  w i t h  c h a r t s  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  

a dvanced  - p h y s i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a hOy who- r e g u l a r l y  - a t t ended  a cl  ass '
. - - - ' ' ' ' t '

. a t  h i s  own gyrana.slum i n  c o n t r a s t -  t o  a n o t h e r  who r e j o i n e d  a f t e r  a f o u r  

-' ' y e à  r , a bs  ence.^ ’ He c o n d e m n e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  ' t r e n d  o f  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  In 

,- p u b l l t  and p r i v a t e  s c  h o b.l S . f e e l i n g  t h a t  I t  was  d e f  i r l e q . t  In t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  che. s t  and uppe r  l)ody, and onl y  promot.ed " u p r i g h t e d -  ■ ;

- ' . ' , :  . .   ̂ . / .  .

M i l i t a r y  d r  1 1 1 d i d  g a i n  a c c e p t a n c e  In 'o t  h e.r. q,uar  t f^ra t i io u g h . ’

An ' e d i t Q f . l a l  i u  t h e  M a r i t i m e .  M e d i c a l  News i n  D e c e m b e r  1.9^3; o p q n l y  ,
: -  ■ ' , ■ ■ ' ■ - ■ J  '

a d v o c a t e d  t h a t  phys  l e a l  t r a f n i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m l l l t a r . y  d r . l l / ,  . should b e - - ;  

c o mp u l s o r y  i n  . s chool s .  J. '  A. Spona g l e  p r a i s e d  t h e  marchi^ng of  t h e  b o y s ' /  - 

I of  Che P r o t e s t a n t  I n d u s t r i a l  School  d u r i n g  t h e  63rd .Rlf-le ton.rnartierip.

-I " I . a l m o s t  f e l t j t h a t  I  . woul dn ' t  mind b e i n g  a b o y , a g a i n ,  ’ and a bad one a t  . 

t h a t .  I f  I *c6uld m a r c h  a .9 . w e l l  a s  t h e y . "  S p o n a g l e  . s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  - 

e q u i p me n t  - such as d u m b b e l l s  and m i n i a t u r e  r i f l e  r a n g e s  wqu' ld be berre-  . .

■ f l c i a l  t o  s c h o o l s .  ; He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  Mc Dona l d / Schoo l  i n  M i d d l e t o n  was ’
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a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  a Vi c e  P r i n c i p a l  w i t h  a c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  a m i l i t a r y

. ' ' s c h o o l .  A f ew m o n t h s  l a t e r .  W. C. O o t h l t ,  a f o r m e r  v i c e  p r i n c i p a l  of-

t he  K e n t v l l l e  Academy^ c o mp l a i n e d  a bou t  . ' ■ ■ . ' ,

t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  o u r  moder n '  s c h o o l - f o o m  a r e  r o u n d e d  (and 
■ s t o o p i n g  s h o u l d e r s ,  n a r r o w and c onc a ve  c h e s t s ,,  s h o r t e n e d  

and  c a t c h y  h r e a t h 1 ng , and  a g e n e r a l  l i s t l e s s  a n d  w d b b l y  
g a i t . . .  a r a c e  [ i s  g r o w i n g  up)  o f  a n a e m i c ,  f l s h - l l k ' e  g i r l s  ' 
and round s h o u l d e r e d ,  weak- kneed  ' boys.  -

Out l j l t  o u t l i n e d  a m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  p rogr amme f o r  ' young  c h i l d r e n  t ha t '

c ons l . s t od  of  s i n g i n g  s'ong.s, ■ s i m p l e  ' . swinging mot ions- ,  and m a r c h i n g  » t o

mue . l c . .  By Che a g e s  o f  t e n "  and  e l e v e n  s t r e t c h i n g  m o t i o n s '  and  s q u a d

d r i l l  would be S. tar ted' ,  f o l l o w e d  a t  f o u r t e e n  by t r a i n i n g  w i t h  a dum.ry

■ r 1 f i e ,  f i e l d  w o r k , and  a t t a c k  and  d e f e n s e  p o s i t i o n s .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,

c a d e t  c a mp s  o r  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a r è g 1 m e n t , f o r  b a t t a l i o n  d r i l l  m i g h t  be

I n t r o d u c e d -  - F tte 1 i  n g t h ' a t  g i r l s  w e r e  I n  need,  o f  - t he  . same " m o r a l ‘and

p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  as  thej,^r_ b r o t h e r s , "  Outhl., t - a dvoc a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  have

• • , . t he .  s a m e  p r og r ' a m up t o  t h e  a g e  o f  f I f  t;'e.eh. 'Not  o n l y  w e r e  . t h e r e  f ew

- \  - ' '  - /

d a n g e r s  of  "Amazon"* t e n d e n c i e s  deve l l opl ng a mpngs t  young - g i r l s , Out  h i t

, ■ c o n c l u d e d , ' b u t  w i t h o u t  m . l l l t - a r y  d r i l l  ..the l e i s u r e d  y o u n g ' w o m a n  o f  

s o c i e t y  f aced  wor se ,  d a n g e r s .  • ' . % \  '. ! ■ ■ '

• ' Des p i t e ,  O u t h l t ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  • c . Q-educ . a t l onal  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l , wo­

men' s  a t h l e t i c s ,  b e f o r e  ' 1 900  c o n c e n t r a t e d  upon g a i n i n g ,  " g r a c e f j j l  .mcye--.

■ . men t ,  . 'good p o s t u r e ,  and t h e  c o r r e c t l o l l  o f - p h y s i c a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s . ' ’ Most  ".

, ■ . e x e r c i s e  p r o g r a ms  f o r  g i r l s  ; wer e  d e s f g n e d  . to e nha nc e  t h e i r  w o m a n l i n e s s , ,

' ' . . j us- t  as o t h e r  s h o r t s  d e f i n e d  t h e  m a n l i n e s s  of  t h e  ma l e .  . Wo ma n l i ne s s

/  . • embodi ed  d l d e a l s  puch as good l i e a l t h  , mor a l  - s t r e n g t h ,  i a t t r a c t l l v e  a p p e a r ­

ance ,  ' s t r e n g t h  w i t h o u t  ' a g g r e s s i o n ,  " x h a r l t y ,  k i n d n e s s , and a v u l n e r a b l e  ■
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f e m i n i n i t y . R e f o r m e r s  r e g a r d e d  more  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  wl tdf . a  c o n - ,

■ s i d e r a b l e  a m b i v a l e n c e .  On t he  one hand ,  Involver t ien' t  In a p o r t  seemed to 

d e t r a c t '  f rom one ' s  f e m i n i n i t y ;  on t h e  o t h p r ,  a t h f e t l c s  r educed  e x c e s ­

s i v e  l e i s u r e  t i m e  and k e p t  y o u n g  women a wa y  fVo.in s e x u a l  t e m p t a t i o n .  

Th o s e  s p o r t s  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n e d  f e m l n l n t t y ' - w h i l e  b l u n t i n g  des  t re,' .we re 

t h e r e ' ! o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  m i d d l e . c l a s s  V i c t o r i a n s .  B a t h i n g - ,  

was  o n e  s u c h  a c t i v i t y , -  p r o  v 1 d ed • t h  a t  •women . wore  s u - l t a b l y  m o d e s t  

•costumep.  Re forme r s . be!  leVp.d- f h a t  - c o l d  w a t e r  b a t h i n g  r e d u c e d  ' s e x u a l

■ d e s i r e ,  w h l l e ' s e a - b a t h i n g  c u r e d  m e n s t r u a l  c r a mp s ,  and c o n t r i b u t e d - . t o

• f e r t i l i t y  (n t h e  f u t u r e .  C e r t a i n  s p o r t s  a u c h . a s  l awn t e n n i s  and s k a t -  

I ng  wer e  perm Iss,a b l e  I n  m o d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  women were  c a u t i o n e d  to " l e a v e

-. \  , t h e '  f i e l d  s p o r t ' s  and  r o u g h  o u t d o o r  pas t l me , , s  t o  t ho . se  whom t-hoy a r e '

n a t u r a l l y  Inj t ' ended-men. "^^ - - , .

■ ' '. ■ I n  o r d e r  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  s t a n d a r d s  of, a p p r o p r i a t e  . f'e m 1 n In  1 1 y',

. many s c h o o l s  , p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  i p ' p a r t l c u l a r , had  e s t a b l i s h e d  v a r i o u s  

p r o g r a m s  o f  c a l i s t h e n i c s  and  ' e x e r c l p  e s , At t h e  H a l i f a x  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

L a d i e s  ■ C o l l e g e  I n  ' J u n e  18 8 8 ,  a " mo .s t -- ' ' in t e r e . s  t  ,1 ng e x h i b i t i o n  o f  

ca  l e s  t h e n  1 c s "  o r  " l l g h t ' e r  a t h ' l e . t l c s  e x e r c i s e "  c h a r m e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e .

• ' . Not  o n l , ^  would c a l i s t h e n i c s  " e d u c a t e ,  ■ d e v e l ô p -and . s t r e n g t h e n  ' the body, "  •

- s a i d  t h e  Ac a d i a n - R e c o r d e r , bu t  t he  b x é r c l s e s  would . "give t h e  b r a i n  gome

' . gus t a l n l t i g  power . "  The. g i r l s  had "back ' s t r a i g h t ,  ghoulder .9 gfjuare and 

t h  t o w n  b a c k , and  a r m s  g e n t l y  s w a y i n g , " , a s  t h e y  d ê m o n g t r a t e d  t  h e i r  

' . phy.9 l e a l  vi ' gor  to t he .  ."audience. .  , ,  ,

. . What  a  c o n t r a s t  t o ' t  he  a v e r a g e  . " e f f e m i n a t e " , f agg ' ed o u t ,
• • l a c e d  . to d e a t h ,  c r i p p l e d  by h i g h  h e e l e d  s h o e s  young l a d l e s  :

• ' , 8 0  common n o w - a - d a y s  j w i t h  round S h o u l d e r s , n a r r o w c h e s t ,
, t%l@ted s p i n e ,  ' back  ' b e n t  fo r war <i  a t  f rom 5 t o  2 0 ' d e g r e e s ,

l i m p i n g  w a l k  a n d  . g e n e r a l  l o o k — and ho  d o u b t  f e e l i n g  of '  ."'
■ l a n g o u t ,  . i f  nh t  o f  pal t ) .  , ' . . - ...
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By t;hl,8 t t i ne  t h e r e  wer e  a n n u a l  c a l l a t h e n i G  c o n t e s t s  a t  t h e  Sac r ed  Hear t  

Con VC n t ; t h e s C a I n d e n t s  h a v i n g  b e e n  t a u g h t  by J a m e s  McKay.  S i m i l a r  

d i a p l o y s  h a d ,  been he l d  a t  t h e  Mount  S a i n t  Vincent -  Academy as  e a r l y  as 

1880.  • • • ' • • • • • .

Some o f  t h e s e  p r o . g r a ms .  w e r e  b a s e d  on Dr .  -Dl - oc l l - s l àn  L e w i s ' s  

i "New G y m n a s t i c s  f 1 r s  t  t e s t e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  L u n a t i c  ' Asylum o f  U t i c a , "  

New York,  b e f o r e  I t s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  a t  t h e  Amer i can  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n s t r u c ­

t i o n  I n  B o s t o n  I n  I 8 6 0 - ' .  L e w i s  h a d  s o u g h t - t o  I m p r o v e  t h e  m u s c l e  

■strelTgth, a g i l i t y  ^nd g r a c e  o f  movement  o f ' b o t h  t h e  s e x e s  t h r o u g h  t he  

use  pf  I n d i a n  C l u b s , - l i g h t  -wands, wooden r i n g s  and . two pound d u m b b e l l s .

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x e r c i s e  he  a d v o c a t e d  a s i m p l e  d i e t  and  d r e s s ,  and 

. condemned d a n c i n g ,  hor s . eback r i d i n g . ,  and s k a t i n g .

'P.ubllc s c h o o l s  ,, w c f e . » l o w e r .  t h a n -  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  t o  a c c e p t  t he  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  I n t r o d u c i n g  e x e r c i s e ,  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .  In 1 8 9 4 , .  

h o w e v e r , l e c t u r e ' s  wer e  g i v e n  t o  . H a l i f a x  t e a c h e r s  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  need 

f o r  ' ' s y s t e m a t i z e d ' r e l a x i n g  movement s  t o  I n v i g o r a t e  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m ,  

e x e r c i s e ,  t h e  v i t a l  c i r c u l a t i o n ’ and I mp r o v e  p r o p e r  d i g e s t i o n  and g e n e r a l  

h e a l t h . ' ' -  T h i s . c o u r s e ' d e m o p s  t r a t e d - t h e  L i n g  s y s t e m  o f  ' ' h a r m o n i o u s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p f  a l l  pa r t - 4  of; t h e  b o d y . "  Need I n g  no s p é c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  

, t h i s  ' s y s t e m  had  b e e n  I n t r o d u c e d  I n  B o s t o n  S c h o o l s  i n  18-90.',-, Mi s s  

Hol ms t r om,  a g r a d u a t e  f rom Baron N i l s  P o s s e î s  gymnas i um'  as  a Kl n e s e y  

p a t h l s t  and g y mn a s t ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  e x e t c l s e . 9 .  She was " f l e - x l b l è  -and 

g r a c e f u l  In he r  movement s ,  and s.howl.ed] s t r e n g t h  i n  r e p o s e  and economy - ' 

o f  net-voua energy. ' '  ' An o t h e r  s p e a k e r  p r a i s e d  - what,  e x e r c i s e  had done  f o r  ' 

Ger man c h i l d r e n  -  " b u i l d i n g  up'  v i g o r o u s  a n d  e l a s t i c  b o d i e s ,  g i v i n g  , 

- d e x t e r i t y ,  c o u r a g e  and s e l f  command ,■ Imp'Vovlng t h e  m o r a l s ,  and g i v i n g  '

. . .  ' ' ■ -' -' . - "  .- ' ' - . -93 ■ ' -' /  ‘ : -
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■ ■ Che c l a i m  o f  g c a c e , f u l n e s s  Co  ̂e v e r y  movement  .and pos e - ’’ . ' i t iere was g r eoc

. p r a i s e  f o r  Che  ̂Ca l ks .  Both P r i n c i p a l  Kennedy ' and S e c r e t a r y  Wi l son fed C

' t h a t '  i t s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  wo u l d  " r e d u c e  Che . e v i l s  o f . o v c r p r e s  sn r e  I n  the.

s c h o o l s  i f  s u c h  a t h i n g  ' ex .Is t ed, . "  . The n e x t  mo n t h  t h e  di a l  I f a x  l , ad l e ' s

' C o l l e g e  o f f e r e d  .a s i m i l a r ;  s y s t e m  o f  p h y s i c a l  c u l t u r e  c o m b i n i n g  b o t h

" Swedi sh  and  h e l s a r t e  s y s l e m s .   ̂ I t ,  a i m e d  f o r  t h e  "d e v e 1 o pin e n t and

e l a s t i c i t y  o f t h e  ' mu s c l  efs "-ooh t r o l  o f  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m "  and  "a

g r a c e f u l  b e a r i n g  o r  c u l  Cure." Ap p a r a t u s  was usbd .. "s i mpl  y as  .a pl eas' l  ng

v a r i e t y "  and  was  n o t  . mepn t  t o  C o n t r i b u t e  " m a t e r i a l l y  t o  t b c  e n d s  In

v i ew. "  S i mp l e  f r e e h a n d  m o v e me n t s , r a t h ô r .  t han  showy c a 1 I s t h e n i  c d r i l l ,

\
w e r e  e m p l o y e d :  s l o w  onejs q u i e t e d  t h e  n.èrvovis s y s  tern , mor e  f o r c i b l e

■ K- .■ ' 1
o n e s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e ' m u  s c l  es' .  Much'  o f  t h e . t h e o r y  b e h i n d  p r o g r a m s  l i k e  

t h i s  i n v o l v e d  t h e ,  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  n e r v o u s  sys t . e m p f .  f cma l e . g  n e e d e d  

s p e c i a l  e x è r c t s e :  1 m l , C a t i o n  o f  b o y s '  e x e r c i s e ^  w o u l d  ca  us e , ne r  von s

s t r a i n  and e x c l t e r a e a c  -and r e s t  would . b.e n e e d e d - b e f o r e ' s t u d i e s  could  be 

r e s u m e d .  11 o r e p p p r  p p r  1 a t  e w e r e ,  b r  da t h 1 ng. e x e  r  cls.e.s , r e l a x i n g  e x e r -  

■ e l s  e s  , v o i c e  t r a i n i n g ,  and - s i m p l e  e x e r c i s e s  f o r  " s npp l ene . s . s  , f i n e r  

: " b a l a n c e  and . s p r i n g . "  . T h e s e  i d e a s  w e r e  b a s e d  on t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  

was  .a ' r e a c t i o n  f r o m  e v e r y  a c t i o n :  t h a t ,  t o t a - l  r e s t  w a s ' n e e d e d  a f t e r

• t o t a . l  a c t i v i t y .  By t e a c h i n g  . t h e s e  I d e à s ' t o  f e m a l e ; ;  -  by n a t ' u r e  more

• ’ ex c i t  a b 1 e -- a n e w l y ' de  v e l  o p e d  ' f e m i n i n e ,  r e p o s e  wo u l d  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e i r

!'• s p o u s e s  and) - I n  t u r n ,  b e n e f i t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  ^The one'  d r awback  -to

■; ‘ . . t h i s  . system of  , r e l a xa t . l p ; i  ..whs t h a t  " h i g h l y :  b r e t l  women w i t h  g e n e r a t  i ons  

of  n e r v o u s  s t r a i n  back o f  them" would f a k e  . l onge r  t o  l é a r n  t he  r e . t a x a -

‘ t,'.-. . 1. ■ 17
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• . • Much oF t h e  d e c l i n e  I n  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  c o n d l k l ' o n  o f  women t h a t

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  . r e f o r me r s  bemoaned was b l amed  upon t h e i r  d i s d a i n
• ' ' ' '  . 8 ■ . '

f o r  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  me t hod  o f  feinlplLne e x e r c i s e  -  d o m e s t i c  l a l )our .

. ' ' Y e a r s  ago t h e  young . I n d i e s  d i d  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e wo r k ,  ■
■ t h e y  l e a r n e d ' I n  a d d l t l o d  t o  t h e  f e w  " o l o g i c s  " t a u g h t ,  a t

t h e  ’day .  s c h o o l  'co 1 l e g e ' t h e n  , b a k e o l . o g y ,  ' s c r u b o l o g y  and 
was ho l ogy .  Now- a - days  t h e r e  i s  no s u c h  m u s c u l a r - e x e r c i s e s
f o r  t he  m a i d e n s ,  a n d / s o m e t h i n g  must  of  n e c e s s i t y  be s u b -  '
s t l t u t c d  to g i v e  t h e  m u s c l e s ' a  c h a n c e , ,  when t h e  b r a i n  "^has
■SO, muc.li t o do.'*' /  ' '  - ’ . ■ ■ '

. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i f  women/ woul d r e t u r n  to. t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d  d u t i e s  t h e  mo r a l  .

/  ■ ■. . ' . '

• ' ■ p e r i l s  o f  . s p o r t  cou l d  be. . avo i ded .  Doc t o r . s , f o r  e x a mp l e ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t

o p e r a t i n g  t r e a d l e ' . s e w i n g  m a c h i n e s  wo u l d  d e v e l o p  t h e  s a m e  m u s c l e s  a s

' ' /  "  ' ' ' - ^  - ' " - ' : ' - f '  . .b i c y c l i n g .  - Even . some w o m e n , . s u c h  as  Dr. E l i z a b e t h  'Mi tchel -1,  s u p p o r t e d

t h i s  b a c k  t o  h o u s e w o r k  m o v e m e n t .  She a d d r e s s e d  a g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e

N a t i o n a l  Co u n c i l  o f  Women of  Canada as  F o l l o w s ;

■ . She . could s w i n g  a  s i x  pound d u m b - b e l l
S h e ' cou l d  f e n c e  and s h e  cou l d  box,  ' . - •
She cou l d  row upon t h e  r i v e r ,  . ' , '
She c ou l d  c l a m o r  on t h e  r o c k s ,  ' '

: ' ' She coul d  do some heayy  b o w l i n g ,  ■ . .
And p l a y  t e n n i s  a l l  d a y - l o n g  '

' '' But she  c o u l d n ' t  h ^ l p  h e r  -mother  ' . ' * \  '
- As she  wasn ' t ,  v e r y  s t r o n g .  ' . ’ . ' '

The b e l i e f  t h a t  c e r t a i n  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  . 'moral ly t h r e a t e n i n g
'  ■ '  • ' ■ ' ' . , 1  .  ,  • - . -  - ' 

c o n t r a d i c t e d  e a r l i e r  cont.ent. ions t h a t  s p o r t s  -would d e l a y  ' th.e p r e c o c i o u s

s e x u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  y o u n g  t e e n a g e  g i r l s .  Moral  conc erns  e . sc a l a te d

with t h e - g r o w i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  dan cing  and . b i c y c l i n g  du ring  th e  1890s!

In  t h e  -words o f  one  m i n i s t e r ,  " d a n c i n g  m e a n t  h e l l  -  n o t h i n g  more -r

noth ing  l e s s " ,  w h i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  such as s k a t i n g  r in k "attendan-ce', card

■playing  and t h e a t e r - g o i n g  w e r e  "road s  t o  p e r d i t i o n . "  In a s i m i l a r '

' v e i n , '  Rev,. Mr. G a n d i e r  warned h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  at. t h e  F o r t  M a s s e y

Church; th a t  to become a C h r i s t i a n  ohe must g i v e  up f r i v o l i t i e s  such a s .

^ ■'  ■ ■ - ■■  . ^  '  ■■ ■ ■  .
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d a n c i n g  and t h e a c r e .  I n  189 1 a paren.C w r ô t e  " L a d y ‘J j i ne"  , t h e  S o c i e t y

w r i t e r  o f  t h e  Acadi an  Recorder ' ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  da n c e s  (inch as

l a n c e r s ,  w a l t z e s  and p o l k a s  we.re " l a d y  l i k e " ,  " modes t " ,  and " p l e a s a n t " ,

t h e  new s o c i e t y  da n c e ,  t h e  " M i l i t a i r e " ,  whi ch  r e q u i r e d  .young l a d l e s  to 
t ' . ' ' ■ ■

k l ç k  w a s , " m o o t  d i s g u s t i n g  ' and v i l e . "  K i c k i n g  was  b e s t  l e f t  ' ' t o  t h o s e -  

who e n j o y  b e i n g  made '  1 1 1 t ' l  e o f . "  "Lady  J a n e "  c o u n t e r e d  t h a t  t h e  

M i l i t a i r e  was o f t e n  d a nc e d  i n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  c i r c l e s ,  w' l th t he  spng most  

p o p u l a r  f o r  I t  " D a n c i n g  in '  t h e  B a r n " ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  p l a ye ' d  yc . a r s  ago  a t  

t h e  Old H a l i f a x  Te mpe r a nce  H a l l  by ne g r o  c o m e d i a n s S u o p l c i o n . s  about  

t h e  m o r a l i t y  o f  d a n c i n g  c o n t l . h u e d  I n t o  t h ç  new c e n t u r y .  ■ In '19 14 t h e

D a l h o u s : ^ e  U r ^ l v e . r s l t y  S e n a t e  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  s h o r t  d a n c e s  h e l d  a t  t h e  

e n d  o f  t h e  D r a m a t i c ,  a n d  G l e e  Ql u b  p r a c t i c e s .  As t h i s  wa.s the,  o n l y ,  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e s i d e s  t h e  s k a t i n g  c l u b ,  s u c h  a n ' e d l c t - h a d  Lm- 

med l a t e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s .  . The c l u b  soon d w i n d l e d ,  t o  c a s t  members onl y .  

I n  November  ,of  t^he s ame  y e a r ,  t h e  D a l h o u s l e  f o o t b a l l  t e a m , v i s i t i n g  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of  New B r u n s wi c k ,  f.ound t h a t - n e w  da nc e s  had been banned and '

t h a t  t h e y  wer e  l i m i t e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  w a i t ?  a' '̂i t h e  twcf s t e p  d u r i n g  t h e i r
. ■ - ' 2 n

v i s i t .  Pr udence  Seemed t h e  s a f e s t  way t o ’ avo i d  p r o m i s c u i t y .

I t  was  b i c y c l i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  was  a 11 acked,^ mos t  ’ o f t e n as  a 

t h  r e a t ,  t o  . t h e  m o r a l s ,  o f  t h e  women and g i r l s  who e n t  h u s 1 à s 1 1 c a 1,1 y 

p e d a l l e d .  The , b i c y c l e  ga.ve - a new f r eedom t o  women. ’ Women cou l d  l e a v e  

t h e  home,  t r a v e l  u n a t t e n d e d ,  ’ and t o  the. t r e p i d a t i o n  of  some , cxpe . r l ence  

u n e x a m p l e  o p p o r  f o r  u n d i s t u r b e d  f l i r t i n g .  ’ The Womens Rescue

L e a g u e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  d e n o u n c e d  t h e  b i c y c l e  ds  a v e h i c l e  t h a t  r u i n e d ’ 

f l l v e s  and  p r o m o t e d  I m m o r a l i t y .  The  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d  e t 's,  ̂ "Lady J a n e  ” 

de f e n d e d  t h e  b i c y c l e ,  h owe ve r .  In h e r  mind t h e  g a i n s  In ’p h y s i c a l  and

• ■ ' ’ . 8 6  , , ’ ’ ■ , ! .
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i f ' ' :

■ m ç n t a l , d e v e l o p m e n t  I n c l u d i n g  n "new s t r e n g t h o f  c h a r a c t e r "  o v e r l o d e  

o t h e r  o b j e c t i v e s .  "Lady Jane"  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  I m m o r a l i t y  be l o n g e d  t o  t he

' R e s c u e  L e a g u e , and  t h a t  t h e  Le a gue '  n e e d e d  c h a p e r o n e s  e v e n '  mo r e  t l i an

■ • '  21 ■" t he  young women whOm t h e y  g r a t u i t o u s l y  and p i o u s l y  I n s u l t . "

■An even g r e a t e r  f e a r  w a s ' t h a t  t h e  b i c y c l e  c a u s e d  p r e s s u r e  on and

e x c i t e m e n t  of  t he  s e x u a l  -organs  o f  women. Many f e l t ,  as  t h e  e d i t o r  o f

t h e  D o m i n i o n  M e d i c a l  M o n t h l y , t h a t  b i k e  r i d i n g  p r o d u c e d - a  d i s t i n c t

orgasm,  o t h e . r s  t h a t  I t  e n c o u r a g e d  m a s t u r b a t i o n ,  - o r  c o u l d  be  u s e d  t o

■ . I n d u c e  m i s c a r r i a g e s .  At- t h e  s a m e  t i m e  i t  c o u l d  c a u s e  t h e  h ' r a l n s  t o  

' v i b r a t e  and  l a t e r  r e q u i r e  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e p s  I n  c h i l d b i r t h . A s  t h e

b i c y c l e  mani a  s p r e a d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  d i r e  w a r p l n g a . werq ‘ teia ' pered some­

wha t .  ‘ Re f o r me r s  g r a d u a l l y  came t o  a r g u e  t h a t  w i t h  c a r e ,  m o d e r a t i o n ,  

and  . . a p p r o p r i a t e ,  g u i d e  f i n e s ,  b i c y c l i n g  c o u l d  be"a  p r o p e r  r e c r e a t i o n .  

Women wer e  t h u s  c a u t i o n e d  to

■ a v o i d  a l l  u n n e c e s s  a r y  m o t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  '
■ k n e e s ;  l e a r n  to'  peda. l  as  much as  p o s s i b l e  f r om t h e  a n k l e .

Have y o u r  ' ma c h i n e  w e l l  a d j u s t e d  t o  yor r r lLSi t  up s t r a i g h t ,  
move y o u r  h a n d l e  b a r s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i g h  t  o a l l o w  you t o  
t a k e  a f i r m  h o l d  w. l th f o r e a r m s  s t r a i g h t ,  and t h e  e l b o w on '

■a l i n e  w i t h  y o u r  Waist ' .  ' ■

■There'  were  o t h e r  d a n g e r s ;  o f  c o u r s é ,  b e s i d e s  o r gasm and s e x u a l  e x c i t e -

ment .  . F o l l o w i n g  t h e . d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  a woman had a p p a r e n t l y  gone I n s a n e

f r o m  b i c y c l e  r i d i n g , -  a n d  a l s o  had  h e r  s p i n e  a f f l i c t e d  , t h e  A c a d i a n

R e c o r d e r  - n o t e d  t h a t  " i t  a p p e a r s  t o  be  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  o v e r -

i n d u l g e n c e  In b i c y c l i n g  w i l l  . ' Induce one,  o f  t h e ' m o s t  m a l i g n a n t  f o r ms  of

I n s a n i t y , - ' - o wi n g  t o  t h e  l o n g  cont Lpued p r e s s u r e  on,i t h e  s p i n e . "  Do c t o r s  
' : ' ' ' ' ' ' /  .. - - -.
■a l so  c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  I n  f u t u r e  t h e r e ,  was  n o t  o n l y  a d a n g e r  o f  whe e l .
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i . n s a h l c y  b u t  " b i c y c l e  b u mp " ,  . "face-",  " f o o . t " ,  and " a r m" .  . T h e i r  ao l .u- 

. t i o n ,  as  t h ç  b i ç y c l i n g  c r a z e  s p r e a d ,  wa s  m o d e r a t i o n  and a p r o p e r  

s e a t . 24' ^ \   ̂ ' : '  ' - . '  :

B i c y c l i n g  a l s o  . i n f ^ l u e n c e d  t l i e  d r e s s  r ef ' oTm mo v e me nt .  Wh i l e  

b l o o m e r s  do n o t  s e e m t o ' h a v e  b e e n  ^ ^ h  i o n a b  Le i n  Nova .Sco’t  I a , t h e r e  

we, re p a t t e r n s  and  d e s  c.r I p t  i  ons  o f  the.  new d i v i d e d  . s k l b t , '  "a s o r t  of 

mo n g r e l  somet hi ng  [ g r own]  Detween t h e ' d i v i d e d  s k i r t  ancl f u l l  T u r k i s h  

t r o u s e r s . . . .  The name '  I s  m e r e l y  a - i o n  c e s s i o n '  t o  l e s  c o n v e n a n c e s ^ ,

o n c e . b a l a n c e  and c ompe t e nc e  were  

in o r d i n a r y  w a l k i n g  one. c o u l d  be 

i.sed by[ d o c t o r s  and women'  ai  Ike,

S o c i e t y  w r i t e r  "Lady J a n e "  f e l t  t h a t  

a c h i e v e d  "a s k i r t  a l m o s t  a s  l o n g  as  

worn." • The. c o r s e t , ' condepined and p r a i  

was a l s o  ' - t h r ea t ened  liy ' t h e  p o p u l a r i t y , ‘"of b i c y c l e s .  "The l o r d  f o r b i d  

, . sa id  " Lady . J ane ' ! .  , " S t o u t  female, , s  a r e ,  bad  e n o u g h ,  b u t ,  s a n s  c o r s e t !

I ma g i n e ! "  Many d o c t o r s  f e l t  t h a t  women s h o u l d  t a k e  ' par t  o n l y  i.n s p o r t s '

■’ 25 . -
' w h e r e  t h e y  c o u l d  wea r  some form of  e l a s t i c  s u p p o r t .  ' >

; Bo t h  h i g h  s o c i e t y  _and w o r k i n g  c l a . s s  wom'en e a g e r l y  ' a c c e p t c d

■*bl c y c l  i  ng .  Whi 1 e c o s t s  w e r e  h i g h ,  i n s t a l l m e n t  p l a n s  and a ' g r o w i n g

"market  • f o r  s econd  hand b i k e s  madd ' t h e  s p o r t  a c c e . s s l b l e  t o ,  a l l  people. .

The H a l l f h x  Company " t h e '  o l d e s t  b i c y c l e  c o n c e r n  i n  t he . c I t y , " ' the.

For bes  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company,  ■ C r a i g  B r o t h e r s ,  a number  of  J c we l l e r . s  and

o t h e r  s t o r e s  a l l  h a n d l e d  s a l e s  of  v a r i o u s  make-s o f  b i cyc l e - s .  F o r ma t i o n

of  b i c y c l i n g  c l u b s ,' s u c h  a s  t h e  R a m b l e r s ' a n , d  t h e  W a n d e r e r s  A m a t e u r

A t h l e t i c  B i c y c l e  C l u b  are.  e v i d e n c e  o f  " 1 1 s - p o p u l a r i t y .  ;B1 c y c l i n g

■ ‘ ' " ' ’ ■ • ■ ■ ■ /  ’ p a r t i e s  and p i c p i c s  a b o u n d e d ,  and e v e n  g r o u p  T r i p s  t o  chu r c h / w e  re
• ■ . ■ . /  ' 

p o p u l a r . .  T h i s  l a s t  n o v e l t y  was  q u e s t i o n e d  by Re.v.,jA. H o c k f n  n f  . the
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Br uns wi ck  S t r e e t  t ^ e t b o d i s t  Church.  He f e i t  t h a t  such  an a c t i v i t y  T è f t  

" r oom f o r  t h e  e v i l  o n e  t o  be  l e t  l n . " ^ ( ’ ' ■

Tlie b i c y c l e  a f f e c t e d  s o c i e t y  i n  o t h e r  ways. .  Rev. Ra l ph Wi l s o n ,  

c h a p l a i n  of  MMS C r e s c e n t ,  s u g g e s t e d  b i c y c l i s t s  w o r k ' t o  I mpr ove  t h e  poor  

q u a l i t y  of  -the- H a l i f a x  a r e a  r o a d s , , whi ch r l d l p g  had a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  

c a u s e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  h a z a r d s  o f  t h e  p h y s l ’. cal  . t y p e  a s  w e l l .  A c c i d e n t s  

were,  commonplace. .  ■ Brake.s were  not  s t a n d a r d  e q u i p m e n t  u n t i l  ' i  Q97, and 

fe.W b i k e s ' w e  re . equi pped  w i t h  l i g h t . s .  In 1899 H a l i f a x  P o l i c e  c o m p l a i n e d  

• a b o p t  . young l a d l e s  - l a u g h i n g  a t  t h e m when t h e y  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  I f ^ t e r n s  on t h e i r  h i k e s ;  a n d ,  b e c a u . s e  t h e  p o l i c e  C o u l d  n o t  

" c a t c h '  ho l d  o f  t hem" t o  a s c e r t a i n  names , -  t h e  young l a d i e s  u s u a l l y  went

fr !̂.27 ' ' ' : ..
As f e m a l e  b i c y c l i s t s  b e c a m e  c o m m o n p l a c e ,  s p o r t . s  r e f o r m e r s  and 

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t s  began to r ev l . s e  t h e l t  o p i n i o n  on f e m a l e  p h y s l c a l i t y .  

'The e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  n o t i o n  t h a t  s p o r t s  and p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y  p r omot e d ,  • 

good h e a l t h  gave,  way t o  . the'  b e l i e f  t h a t  s p o r t s  wer e  b e n e f i c i a l  o n l y  i f  

t hey  p r o t e c t e d  -and e nhanced  a woman' s  m o r a l  and m a t e r n a l  s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  

I mmo d e r a t i o n  i n  any .^sport ,  not.  o n l y  b i c y c l i n g ,  cou l d  t h r e a t e n  s o c i e t y ' s  

m o r a l s . I n  .1885,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  H a l i f a x  p r e p s  p r i n t e d  a c o n c e r n e d  

d i s c o u r s e  by Rev.  ,T. De Wi t t .  Ta I m a g e  on. t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  r o l l e r  s k a t i n g .

He s t r e s s e d -  t h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p h o u l d  be  im.pos.ed t o  k e e p  t h e  . s p o r t  

h e a l t h f u l ' a n d  moral , -  i n c l u d i n g  ah end t o  ' t h e  v u l g a . r i k y  o r  i mmo d e s t y  oF 

young women g o i n g  a l o n g  tVie s t r e e t s  of  t h e Se  c i t i e s  u n a t t e n d e d . "  . Al ong  . 

w i t h  c h a p e r o n e s  he  a d v o c a t e d  " q u i c k '  d u s t i c e "  t o  t h e  " w e l l  d f e s h e d  

d e v i I s  who h a u n t  s k a t i n g  r i n k s ,  and s o m e t i m e s  s t a n d  -at c h u r c h  . doors . "

, : ' ' ' . v \  : ♦
Talmage a l s o  r ecommended an end t o  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  g a m b l i n g  and " c r a z e s "
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■gambl i ng  and " c r a z e s "  i n  sjporC.  B a l l  p l a y i n g ,  be. uoOed ,  w. hl l e  a

h e a l t h f u l  a c t i v i t y ,  h a d  ro'bbe'd many o f ' b o t l i  t h e i r  pur . se  rtnçf t h o i r

’ • > 2 8  • '  '  ■ 'm o r a l s . . • • .

I f  b l c y c l l h g  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  p r e v a l  11,ng- s t a n d a r d s  of  

■ v i r t u e ,  a t h l e t i c s  In g e n e r a l  b r o u g h t  ,a new r e . s p e c t a b l l  I t y  to t he  human 

bo d y .  A t h l e t e s ,  o f t e n  p"nsed In c l a s s i c a l  po.s 1 1 1 o n s  and p r o m o t e r s  o f  ' 

p e r f e c t i o n  s ugges  tpi4 t h a t  t h e  b o d y , c o u l d  be molded t o  a s t a t e  o f ' e l e ­

g ance  s i m i l a r -  t o  t h a t  o f  Greek s t a t u e s .  C l a s s e s  were, t a u g h t  In which ' 

s t u d e n t s  posed w e a r i n g  G r e c i a n  r o b e s ,  w h i l e  p h o t o g r a p h i c  r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i o n s  of  a t h l e t e s  In nude o r  semj  - nude  po.scs r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  phys l e a l  

b o d y  c o u l d ,  be I m p r o v e d  w i t h o u t  t h r e a t e n i n g  m'ora 1 s . ' . O f  c o u r s e ,  many '■

■ r e f o r m e r s  d i d  no t .  a p p r e c i a t e  s u c h  " d e m o r a l i z i n g  a nd  h a r m f u I " ■ po r -  

• t r a y a i s . '  In 'Noveftibér 1897,  Mrs.  A r c h i b a l d ,  Mrs.  Montgomery Moor(î,  Mr.s. ■ 

M a c K l n t o s h ,  Mr s .  G l e n d e n n ' l n g  and o t h e r l  l a d l e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  v a r l o u ' s  ' 

' . H a l i f a x  s o c i e t i e s  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  v e r l s q o p e  p i c t u r e s  of.  t he  C o r b e t t -

, , F i t z s i m m o n s  f i g h t  In  Cardon'  Ci t y .  The.y. wan-hed. t h e  s e mi - n u d e  pos t e r  of 

t h e  "men ,1 n f i g h t i n g  c o s t u m e ,  t h e n '  d i s p l a y e d  - t h r o u g h o u t  H a l i f a x ,  

removed.  . .Whi le  Recor de r ' .  MacCoy f e l t '  t h ' a t  t.ho p o s t e r s  we re. t a - s t e l c a s ,

■ ..' he was of  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  p l e t  u r e s  I n v o l v e d  "mere I y'

< ' '  -  • ‘i  ‘ ' 9 0
p h o t o g r a p h i c  r e ' p r e ' s e h t a t t o n s , n o t  i mmor a l  ' and no t  c o n t r a r y  t o  law." ■

'. '. The  c l a s s i c a l ,  m o d e l  of  t h e  human,  bod y  a l  s o ' s  ha ped  n o t  I ons  o f

. . p h y s i c a l  f i t n e s s .  The ’s u g g e s t e d  p r o p e r ,  p r o p o r t i o n s  for- a woman wer e  

, b a s e d  on th.e G o d d e s s  V e A u s A  woman o f  f i v e . f e e t  YlvC I n c h e s  c.quld'
/

w e i g h  138 p o u n d s ,  a nd  ' w i t h  a good ' f o r m co,uld c a r r y  t p n  pound,a mo r e . 

Ot h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a s u r e me n t s  wer.e a t w e n t y - f w u r  I nc h  w,al,at> a t ' h l r t y -
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f t ) u r  I n c h  Mis t , .s 1 x “I  nc.ti w r i s t s . ,  e i g h t  I n c h  ngklef l , ,  r, wen t  y - f  I v-e Incli  

t h i g h s  and f o u r t e e n  ;i,iid a h a l f  i nch c a l v e s .  ' * ■

Ttioso who a c h i e v e d  ' such p e r f e c t  f orms  wore  I n c l i n e d  to want  fn 

df sp . i ay  them.  Popula. r  s k a t i n g  c.a rn I v.alw; wCre ! d e a i  f o r  d 1 .s |i 1 ay 1 n g . bo t h 

. co s t ume  and f i g u r e .  Ĥ it t l i e r e  were '  d a n g e r s  In surhi* d I s p I a y s . "There 

does  not  l i v e  the. g i r l '  who w i l l  s p o i l  t he  l i g h t n e s s  and d e l i c a e y . o f  h e r  

f i g u r e  by p u t t i n g  on s u f f i c i e n t l y  t h i c k  u n d e r c l o t h i n g , "  s a i d  .barly . lane.  

De s p i t e -  t h r e a t s  of  . "lung and che.st  t r o u b l e s "  women ' pe r s I s f ed in t h e i r  

d r e s s .

I h o n e s t l y  cohfe . ss  1 n e a r l y  f ror . e ,  but  p r i d e  ( f o r  1^4 nnked 
. vbr.y n i c e .  I n  luy s i l k  and s a t l n . s )  s e a l e d  ray t o ngue ,  and as  

e a c h  s h i v e r  c r e p t  t l i r o u g l i  mo I s k a t e d  h a r d e r  and h a r d e r ,
. • but '  t he ;  c o l d  c a m e ' a l l  t he  same '

Pa pe r ,  worn h c r o s s  the s hou l de r . s  apd che,st  h e l p e d  to p r e v e n t  co l d  from

p e n e t r a t i n g  t h e  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  c o s t u m e . s ,  l>ut wpinen o f t e . n  r cfu. s ' cd t o

r e s o r t  t o  such,  ' u n f l a t t e r  t ag . a p p a r e l .

S k a t i n g  had been a . p o p u l a r  p a s t i m e  f o r  some t i .me,  f i r s t  on tlic

I c y  p o n d s  a nd  Take. s ,  a nd -  l a t e r  in e n c l o s e d  ' rink,s..  h 1 ke  ' m-in y. o t he r

s p o r t s  . ska t i ng  a t t r a c t e d  women bo t h  as p a r t  i cl  pant , s and s p e c t a t o r . ' ! , '  In
^  . ■ '

e a r l y  J a n u a r y  o f  P8 7 S t h e  W i n d s o r  R i n k  n o t  o n l y  c o n t a i n e d  a I . adl e . s '  

Cl oak room,  hut  was h e a t e d  by . stove and l i g h t e d  by gas .  In New Glasgow 

t h e  B r a s s  Band p l ' ayod  o n c e  a week  a t  t h e .  r i n k  i n  1879.  I t  was h o p e d  

. t ha t  c a r b o l i c  ga.s . 1 1 ght.s would ' shor t l . y  e n a b l e  e v e n i n g  use .  Cons idered* 

"one of  t he  heal. t .h Ic.st  and mo. s t -.en j o y a b l e  r e c r e a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t he  w i n t e r  

m o n t h s , "  s k a t i n g  was  3 o p o p u l a r . i n  H a l i f a x  In t h e s e  e a r l y  y e a r.s - t h a t 

t h e . R i n k  c o u l d  ba r e l y  li 'old t h e  n u m b e r  of  s u b s c r i b e r s .  The Hal  I f a x  

Ci t i z e i )  S u g g e s t e d  that - ,  as i n  previou. s  yeAr.g,  t h e  P u b l i c  Gar dens  pond

.y/'  ■



PorcloiK? pond be c l e a r e d  ond  [ I p o d e d .  P a i i p e r s  and  p r i s o n e r s ,  I t  ' was

3 1 "  'f i u g g e a t c d , cou l d  be c a l l e d  upon,  to do t b  I ü work.  '

Much oh t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  of  s k a t i n g  and  o t h e r  s p o r t s  carah f r o m  

■ d l . s p l a ys  of  r a l e .nt  by l o c a l  . and v i s i t i n g  a t h l e t e s .  Mabel  Davi son  gave 

H a l i f a x  an e x h f b l t . l o n  o f  h e r  f ancy  s k a t  Ing s k i  11s In 1896- In .  1897 h e r  

s i s t e r  Tammy and b r o t h e r  Pa y son d e mo n s  t r a t e d .  t  h e 1 r  . T I n'e 3 s e - A n o t h e r ,  

b r o t h e r ,  Ha r l e y  Davi son ,  Che c/>' lebrated b i c y c l i s t  and , '^ieed gk a r e  r , had 

a l r e a d y  .set  a wo r i d '  .s . b 1 c y c 1A r e c o r d  on an e a r l i e r  v i s i t  t o  l l a l ' l f a x .

I t  was n o t e d  t h a t ’ b o t h  yoUnT^- l a d l e s  u s e d  s k a t e s  s i m i l a r  t o  ho c k e y .  

ska t Q. s .  The ' Ma b e l  D a v i s o n ^  s k a t e  was  m a n u f a c t u r e d  b y . . S t a r r  Manu-*■f ■ -

I a c t  nr  Ing Company of  Da r  t mon t h.

S k a t i n g  c l u b s  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  p o p u l a r -  Th e Da l ho i l s l e  G-a.z.et ce 

c l a i m e d  chat ,  t h . e l r  c l u b  p r o v i d e d  " h e a l t h y  e x ë r  f o r  t h e  bod y  and

plea . sant  r e l a x a t i o n  f o r  t he  mind,"- aod a. chance  Co form "acq.ual  ntance. s  

and f r i e n d s h i p s - "  uThe s o c i a l  I m p o r t a n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  s p o ' r t . s ,  n o f  on 1 y. - 

s k a t i n g ,  s h o u l d  . n o t  be  o v e r l o o k e d .  Kefor.me.r.s h o p e d  t h a t  w o c n ' s 

I n v q l v e m p n t  I n  s p o r t s  w o u l d  h a v e  a r e f i n i n g  Pn f l u e n c e  on men ,  wovil d 

e a .s e t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  . s p i r i t , ,  and In g e n e r a l  a\l d d e c o r u m  t o  g a me.s. 

Lad l e s  d i d  ho t  a l w a y s  g1cw s p o r t s  In t h a t  way howeve r .  A M,f .Ss/Tremaine 

a d m i t t e d  t h a t  f o o t b a l l  was a " h o r r i d  b r u t a l  game,  f i t  f o r  Tjbthlng but  ' 

s a v a g c . s , "  but '  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  " t o  w a t c h  I t l . s  p e r f e c t l y  f a .s c I n a  t i n g ." 

Like  men,  women s u p p o r t e d  t h e i r  t eam e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  and were,  b e r a t e d  

when t he y  d i d  no t .  ‘ C i t i n g  dac.k of  "enthus i asm' . '  and " o r g a n l x a t  t on"  f o r  

' Dal hous l e  Uni y e r s . l t y ' s  « "dec i s i ve  de f en t . s "  In f o o t b a l l ,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  t h e  

D a l h o u s l e  G a z e t t e  u r g e d ;  ■ ■ '
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On 1 hoviS I a n s  ' men and women!  Up w l t l i  t h e  o l d  f l a g .  TaCk 
•Ct to Llie mas t  and l e t  us l o y n i l y  and g e n e r o u s l y  t u r n  out  
and c h e e r  our  l a d s  t o  \ > | c t o r y  on e v e r y  f i e l d .

But. t h e  f e m a l e  s p e c t a t o r s '  m o t i v e s  w e r e  ' a l w a y s  u n d e r  U c r u t l i i y .  Tl-ie

■ Ga z e t t e  hoped ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  I t  was " l o v e  of  the" s p o r t "  whlcl i  drew

tlie l a d l e s  t o  rugby  game's ' r a t h e r  t ha n  h d e s i r e  t o  d i s p l a y  t l i e l r  cha rms

t o  t he  t h o u s a n d s  who t h r o n g e d  t h e  r o p e s  a t  the,  gamins.

.Tlie n u n i h e r . a n d  typi ;  . o f  s p o . r t s  I n  wli I ch women t o o k  p a r t

I n  c r e a s e d  a t  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y ;  Women p a r t i c i p a t e d  In v n r i o n o

- J . n d l v l d u a l  s p o r t s  s u c h  a s  g o l f ,  b o w l i n g ,  t e n n i s - ,  r o w i n g , -  t r a c k  and

f i e l d ,  swi mmi ng  and d i v i n g ,  and di d  so w i t h  an e. n t h u s  I .a.s m which would

have c r e a t e d  s e v e r e  anxl . ' e t i e s  among t h e  . pro v Ions g.onernt  Ion , of  s p o r t s

p r o m o t e r s .  For  I n s t a n c e  , whl l ' c  women werp. a t  f I r.s t on l y  spec  t  at o r.9 on

t he  g o l f  l i n k s ,  by t he t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u t y  t h e y  were  we l l  e.s t ah 11 shed

i n  t h e  s p o r t .  'Most c l u b s . h a d .  l a d y  members .  The . Hal i f ax  Club whi ch wa.s,

■ f ■f o r  ill e d 111 1896 by R e v e r e n d  Dyson  H a g u e ,  Rev.  Tho s . t'o w 1 e r., b l e n t e n i u i t  

C'. S m i t h  a nd  f i v e  o t h e r s ,  had o i i l y  f o u r  l a d y  mem be r.s In 1896;  by 1901 

■ t he  r e  we r e  1 I In. 1899 "Col l i n . s  Fi e ld . s"  wag e s t a b l  I .shed. Here t hen*  

w e r e  n,l ne ho l o . s  , ' v a r y !  ng f r o m 200 t o  -150 y a r d . s .  On l y  f o u r  l a d l e s  

p l a y e d  up t o  1898; t here ,  was t he n  a d r a m a t i c  I nc.re.a.se t o  s) x t y . - t l i r ec i  by 

1901.  O t h e r  p o p u l a r  .s p o r  i s  f o r  l a d l e s  w e r e  b o w l i n g ,  c u r l i n g - ,  and 

r o w i n g .  I n  1 902 o v e r  a . l i ozcn b o a t s  w e r e  e n t e r e d  M.n a I n d l i r s  d i n g h y  

r a c e  , t h e r e  was mixed double. s  row 1 ng- d u r l  ng ' Da r t  mou t l̂i Nat a l  Day cel  e -  

b r  a 11 0 n s , and a r i f l e  cl  u b - w a .s . s t a r t e d  f o r  l a d l e s  ^ y  m i l i t a r y  m e n .' 

' Te nn i s  was even  more ' f -a . shlonahle;  l a d l e s  were, "qui  t e  .-mad" .about  t ' enni.a.  

Walking'  c o n t e . s c / ,  r a c e s , '  swi mmi ng  and f i e l d  hockey  were a l s o  p o p u l a r .

' - 7  • ' ■
A f  a .s.w 1 in c o n f e s t  a t  t h e  W a e g w o l t ' l c  C l u b  In  1910,  g i r l s  and wome n ' s
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r a c e s  c o v e r e d  t h e  s a m e  d l . s t s n c e s  a s  t h o s e ' f o r  men and  boy’s.  D i v i n g  

c o n t e s t s  w a r e  l i ç l d  f o r  b o t h  s e x e s .  In a l l  o f ' ^ t h e s e  c a s e s  women r e ­

v e a l e d  .n 'new_ wl I l l ngnes . s  t o  engage. In coWpet  i t  1 ve s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t y  and

d e m a n d e d  n o t h i n g '  I n  t h e  way o f  . s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m t h e i r  m a l e  

3/ ^ . '
COnnterpar t . s  .

The d e v e l o p me n t  o f , t eam .sport ; ;  g a i n e d  -mo men turn’ a f t e r  tl ie t u r n  

of ' t he  c e n t u r y .  The ' g r o w i n g  i n f l . u e n c e  o f '  t h e  Un i t e d  ' S t a t e s ,  i m p r o v e ­

ment. ' ) In t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  g r e a t e r  l e l s u p e  t i m e ,  i n c r e a s e d  p o p u l a ' t i o n ,
'

11 r h a n l z a t i o n , and . 1wcr eaaed  L n t e r - r e g i o n a l  r i v a l  ry c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h i s  

f orm of  s p o r t  p a r t i  c l p ' a t  i o n , a.s d i d  t he  . g r o wi n g  i n v o l v e m e n t  of  u n i v e r -  

s 1 t i e s  I n  s p o r t i n g '  a c t i v i t y - -  As t h e  c e n t u r y  d e v e l o p e d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

r e a l i z e d  t he  ( i l iy.sicnl ,  me n t a l  find mor a l  b e n e f i t . s  t h a t  we r e  g a i n e d  from

I n v e s t i n g  I n  s po r 1 1 ng ' f ac  1 1'i 1 1 e.s . S a i n t  M a r y ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  H a l i f a x
’ . ■ -

{-c laime'd t h a t  ' '

Til e' .  n e e d  o f  g ood  h e a l  t h f u l  s p o r t  T o r  the.  s t u d e n t s  1 s 
r e c o g n i z e d  by a l l  p e r s o n s  o f  s a n e  - j u d g e m e n t ,  god t h e  

. e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l  a l w a y s  be t o  maire t h  1 s 
s p o r t  a "means t owa r d  good work and no t  an end of  c o l l e g e
l i f e .  " 3 5 -  • . . .  .

S t u d e n t s  o f  S a i n t  f l -ary ' s  a g r e c ' d  w i t h  t h e  a n a l y s t s -  I n  a d l . s -

cua. s l on-of  whether  the,re was too mu c h , a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  to  sportjS it'  w a s

con c l u d e d  t h a t  I f  t h e  "dut i e.g of  l i f e "  were  a f f e c t e d  t h e n  spor t . s  'were
■ . . ■

n o t  s e r v i n g  t h e i r  p u r p o s e -  ' iThe. p h y s i c a l  ' v i g o r "  a n d  " r e s t  o f  b r a i n , "  

.vl'Ovîld s e r v e - t o  "make  h s  ' a c c o m p l i s h  much b e t t e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  d u t i e s  

w h i c h  l i f e  s e t s  b e f o r e  u s . " .  D a l h o u s l e  9 t ude . n ' t ’B , ''a f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  

w e r e  l e s s  ph i  1 o .s o ph i  c a 1.  They  c o m p l a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  . t e n n i s  

c o u r t s  a t  t he  un i ve r . s , l t y ;  t e n n i s  was ,  . t h e y  b e l i e v e d ,  a " h e a l t h y  ' ou t door  

s p o r t  a d m i r a b l y  . a d a p t e d  t o  a' l 1 c l a s s e s  o f  s t u d e n t s . "  A s k i n g  f o r  a
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gymnns lum a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Che e d i t o r  of  t he  Oay.e t t e  I mp l i e d  t h a t  such  <i

a d e f i c i e n c y  had c r e a t e d  ' p r o b l e ms  In t h e  p a s t .  • .

Hay n o t  t h e  l a c k  o f  I c  be r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e ^  
f o r  t h e  t e r r i b l e  r i o t s  ( ? )  d o w n t o w n ?  Men c r a m p e d  f o r  
h o u r s  I n  c l a s s r o o m s  a nil b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s ,  m u s t  h a v e  s ome  
ex'e.rciso.  ' and r e l a x a t i o n .   ̂ '

I f  m a l e  s p o r t s  s t i l l  e m b r a c e d  I d e a s '  t h a t  p r o  "to t e d  s f r o n g  

h e a l t h y  mi nds  and b o d i e s ,  t h e  same cou l d  not  be s a i d  of f omal e  a t h l e t i c  

a c t i v i t y .  I nc(pea3 I n g l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  d e s t r u c t i v e  I m b l I c a t 1 o nr, o f  

s p o r t  on f e m a l e  I n o r a l s  and c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  d i s t i n c t  I nns  

b e t we e n  t h e  c l a s s e s  we r e  becomi ng  b l u r r e d ,  r e f o r m e r s  began t o  r e v i s e  

t h e i r  o p I n i o n s  a b o.u It t h e  v a l u e  o f  f e m a l e  r e c r e a t i o n .  One’ r e a a o n  f o r  

t h i s  was t h e  b i c y c l e  c r a g p  w h i c h ’ r e a c h e d  I t s  c e n l . t i i  a r o u n d  1896.  

B i c y c l i n g  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  be r e g a r d e d  a s  s i m p l y  a f a.d o f  t h e  e l i t e .  

..The s p o r t  t r a n s c e n d e d  c l a s s  b o . u n d a r l e s  and c h a l l e n g e d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

a t t i t u d e s  ab o u t  c l a s s  and s e x u a l i t y .  Ano t he r  sonrc i ;  of  c o n c e r n  w a s r h e  

g r o w i n g  e m p h a s i s  on t eam s p o r t s  w l t l t ,  t h e i r  e x t r e m e  . c o m p é t i t i v e  chai— 

a c t e r  and t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  p r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n .  Spor t ; ;  re  former. s  

. p e r c e i v e d  b i c y c l i n g  and t he  d e v e l o p i n g  t eam s p o r t s  .as a t h r e a t  to t h e i r  

v l . s l on  of  womanhood and s u b s e q u e n t l y  to s o c i e t y  - I t s e l f .  They n t t e m p t e d  

t o  m a i n t a i n  s t r i c t ,  d i v i s i o n s  ' a l o n g  g e n d e r  l i n e s  i n  p l i y s l c a l  a c t i v i t y .  

But  i f  'women a v o i d e d  s ome  o.f t h e  p i t f a l l s  o f  m a l e  d ' oml na t o ' d  s p o r t s , '  

women r e f o r m e r s  c r e a t e d  c o n d i t i o n ' s  t h a t  In th' e ’ l o n g  r un  d e v a l u e d  

' women s s p o r t -  . , ^

A f t e r  1900 s p o r t  r e f o r m e r s  s t r e s s e d  more and more t he  -materpaI
' ' \  ' 

b e n e f i t s  o f  women' ;; a t h l e t i c s .  S p o r t s  would Improve  a woman' s r e p r o ­

d u c t i v e  o r g a n s  t h u s  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  s u p e r i o r  s t o c k  and number . s  of  

' r e a l '  C a n a d i a n s ,  w h i c h  r e f o r m e r s  s a w t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  s w e l l i n g
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numbers  o f  jmim IgranCs t o  Canada f rom c e n t r a l  and e a s t e r n  Europe .  By 

t he  F i r s t  World War women' s  p r b c r e a t l v e  a b i l i t y  became a l m o s t  t he  s o l e

conc . e r n  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t o r s .  G i r l s  n e e d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h o s e  t r a i t s
, ■ \ ' ' ' -

whi ch would a t t r a c t  ' V o r t h y  f a t h e r s  and e n s u r e  h e a l t h y ,  o f f s p r i n g .  In

t he  words  of ,  one t w e n t  l e ^ r ' C e n t u r y  c o m m e n t a t o r :  ; > .

. • I n t e n s e  f o r m s  o f  p h y s i c a l  and  p s y c h i c  c o n f l i c t s ,  o f
w h i c h  a t h l e t i c s  p r o v i d e  t h e  h e a t . e x a m p l e  I n  m o d e r n  l i f e  ' '
and of  which Ol ympi c  games  p r o v i d e - t h e  e x t r e m e  t y p e ,  t end  
t o  d e s t r o y  g i r l ' s  p h y s i c a l  and  p s y c h i c  c h a r m  and a d a p t -  

.a b i l i t y  f o r  mot he r hood .  .

Re f o r me r s  s t r e s s e d  s i m i l a r  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  i d e a s  as  team s p o r t s  f o r  

women expanded a f t e r - t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Whi l e  r e f o r m e r s  t r i e d  to 

I mp o s e  a s p e c l j E l c  k i n d  of -  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  u p o n  wo me n ' s  g a m e s ,  t h e '

a t h l e t e s  q u i t e  o f t e n . p l a y e d  . .with so ■ ca 11 e.d . ' mascul  i ne . ' . . ^aggress i on  B y  -

1910 t h e r e  were  a number  of  h l g l i l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  hockey t eams  i n  e x i s t ­

ence  throughout -  Nova S c o t i a .  ' In one p l a y o f f  game be t we e n  t he  K a n e n l t e s  

o f  H a l i f a x  and t h e  D a r t m o u t h  I m p e r i a l s ,  Mr.  W e a v e r ,  t h e  r e f e r e e ,  was 

t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  u p r a i s e d  s t i c k s  when he  a l l o w e d  a q u e s t i o n a b l e  g o a l .  

R a f h e r  t h a n  t l t e  g e n t e e l  b e h a v i o r  and  f a i r  p l a y  a d v o c a t e d - b y  s p o r t  

r e f o r m e r s  : .

t h e . l a d , l e s  showed a knowl edge  of  t h e  game,  combi ned  w i t h  a 
p r o f i c i e n c y  w h i c h  s t a m p e d  t h e m a.s e x c e l l e n t  p l a y e r s .
The r e  wer e  a few'  o f  them who I n d u l g e d  I n  t r i p p i n g ;  t h e r e  
wer e  ,a c o u p l e  who wer e  i n c l i n e d  t o  "mix i t  up" ,  w h i l e  mos t  
w e r e  r e a d y  t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  when  t h e  o c c a s i o n  
a r o s e  .

Women's c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  h o we v e r ,  was o f t e n  l i m i t e d  . s imply b e c a u s e  of  

t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  t h e i r  s e x .  When i n  1921 ,  f o r ' e x a m p l e ,  

the. New Glasgow t eam.  M a r i t i m e  champi ons  of ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  t oure l l  . 

t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  t h e i r  new c o s t u m e s  r e c e i v e d  a s  much n o t i c e  a s  t h e i r
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p l a y i n g .  E i g h t  luincl red o p e c t  a l o r s  s a w ’f o r  t h e  f l r s t ^ ^ l m e ' t h e l p ^ r e d  

r o q n e s ,  w h i t e  s w e a t e r s ,  a n d . b l o o m e r s ,  and In p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  l a r g e  

. n u m b e r s  s e wn  t o  t h e i r  - j e r s e y s .  Sc ver<-i I e v e n  wo r e  knCc p a d s y  A s h o r t  

t i me  l a t e r  t h e  New Gl asgow clu.b p l ayed  a game a g a i n s t e  Glace  Bay unde r  

p r o t e s t .  Mi s s  A. L. MacDonald r e f u s e d  to'  wear  b l o o me r s .  The s k i r t  she ' 

d i d  wea r  was "not  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l ong"  and " r e mi nde d  most  of  t h e  f ans  of  

t h o s e  P a r i s  c r e a t i o n s  we r e a d  a b o u t  In t i l l s  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  hut

s e l dom e v e r  .seen." Dr e s s ,  demeanor ,  and moral  womanhood.  I t  s eems ,  had

'■ • ■ 19 ■ ■ • - . ■ ^become more I m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t y .  . '

B a s k e t b a l l  pro v I de s  h' p r i me  e xampl e  of  how women' s t; po rl ,s ' we re 

m o d i f i e d  o v e r  t i me .  In  1891,  James  N a l s m l t h ,  a Canad i an ,  ' I n v e n t e d  the 

game  o f  b a s k e t b a l l  . a t  the.  YMCA T r a i n !  n g .Schoo!.  . In S p r i n g f i e l d ,  

Ma s s a c h u s e t  ts_. Na l . smi t h ,  an i n s t r u c t o r ,  l o t  rod.i.ic.ed t h e  game ! o' a g r oup  

o f  " u n r u l y "  men,  who w e r e ,  l e a r n i n g  how t o  o r g a n i s e  a YMCA. . T h r e e  of 

the. se men were  Nova S c o t i a n s ,  and t h e y  b r o u g h t  t he  s p o r t  . home. Send a 

Be r enson  o f  Sm' l th C o l l e g e  I n t r o d u c e d  t he  game , t o  g i r l s .  Roughness  was 

a p r o b l e m ' a t  f i r s t .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  S m i t h  C o l l e g e  game one  of  t h e  

g i r l s  s u f f e r e d  a d i s l o c a t i o n  of  - the s h o u l d e r .  Be r enson  t hen  I n t r o d u c e d  

' n e w  r u l e s / / a d a p t i n g  t h e  game  s p e c l f + c a l l y  f o r  women.  A t t e m p t s  were; 

made t o  e l i m i n a t e ,  r o u g h n e g s ,  and . que l l  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f - s p e c i f i c  s t a r  

p l a y e r s .  Tn 19Q7 w i t h  s e v e r a l  l a d l e s '  t e a m s  p l a y l . n g  In t h e  H a l i f a x  

a r e a ,  p r o p e r  . l a d y l i k e  b e h a v i o u r  w .as . ' expe c t  e d . • ■ On I y l a d l e s  w e r e  p e r ­

m i t t e d  t o  w a t c h - a n d  a f t e r  t h e  game ' t he  w i n n i n g  team . served t e a  t o ' t h e  

l o s e r s .  F o r m a l i t i e s  s u c h  as  t h i s .  I t  was  h o p p d ,  wo u l d  q u e l l  any 

l i n g e r i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e  s p i r i t s .  '
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As mal e  s p o r t s  d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  war  y e a r s ,  g i r l s '  t e ams  k e p t

up s p e c t a t o r  I n t e r e s t  In  a t h l e t i c s .  The  S p a l d i n g  L a d l e s  B a s k e t b a l l

League c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i x  t e ams  p j a y l n g  In t he  La d l e s  C o l l e g e  gym’iiclslurn.

Record c r o wd s ,  I n c l u d i n g  many s e r v i c e m ç n ,  came t o  wa t ch .  Despi t e ,  t h i s

w a r t i m e  I n t e r e s t ,  howe ve r ,  women' s  b a s k e t b a l l  had l e s s  s p e c t a t o r  a p p e a l

t h a n  me n ' s .  Much o f  t h i s  wag c a u s e d  by r u l e s  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e d *  t e a m

p l a y ,  d e c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  some  o f  t h e , b a s e r

e l e m e n t s  o f  ma l e  s portas." T h e r e  was  a g r o w i n g  b e l i e f  t h a t  wo me n ' s

• s p o r t s  . should embody such m a x i m s ' a s  ' s p o r t s  f o r  spor t . g s a k e ” , "a game
■ to ■ . .

f o r  e v e r y  g i r l  and e v e r y  g t ^ l  i n  a garae , '  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  not- c o m p e t i ­

t i o n ” , " p l a y  f o r  p l a y ' s  s a k e ” , and " t h e  good  o f  Chos e  who p l a y ” . By

t h e  1 920s '  t h e r e  wa.s g e n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  amon,g.  women r e f o r m e r s  I and
. ' ■ .

a t h l e t e s  a l i k e  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  women' s

. s p o r t s  was an " e v i l  p r a c t i s e ” - Women ha d  wa i i t e d  t o  c o n t r o l  f e m a l e  

s p o r t s ,  and Co do .so t h e y  t r i e d , t o  a v o i d  co mpc.t  111 v ene  s s  and  o t h e r  

, " p r ob l e ms "  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  ma l e  s p o r t s . "  ' '

The p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  r e f o r m e r s  o f  t he  1860s and lS70s.  would not  

h a v e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  m o d i f i e d  f e m a l e  s p o r t s ,  o f  t h e  1,920.s . T h e i r  , 

. o r i g i n a l  a l m s  had  b e e n  t o  I n s t i l l  good  m o r a l  v a l u e s .  I m p r o v e  h e a l t h , ,  

and e s t a b l i s h  a b a l a n c e  b e t we e n  me n t a l  and p h y s i c a l  t r a i n i n g .  But  as  

m i l d  p h y s i c a l  e x e r c i s e '  g a v e  way t o  mo r e  a g g r e s s i v e  and c o m p e t i t i v e  

s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t y ,  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t s  we r e  p r o mp t e d  t o  r a i s l f  ' que. s11ons 

a b o u t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  f e m a l e  b e h a v i o u r .  Tf f e m a l e  a t h l e t e s  

d i s r e g a r d e d  t he  wa r n i n g  of  t h e s e  r e f o r m e r s  a b o u t  t he  d e s t r u c t i v e  c o f t s e -  

quences  ,pf e x . ce s s i ve  competTc- ion and u n r u l y  p l a y  -  t h u s  I n j e c t i n g  t h e i r  

own i d e n t i t i e s  and  a t t i t u d e s  I n t o  g a m e s  -  t h e  i n f l u e n c e '  o f  S p o r t
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r e f o r m è r s , b o t h  mal e  and f e m a l e  a l i k e ,  h e l p e d  "shap^ a t t t t y d e a  t ownr da  

,women and  I n F l u e n c e d  t h e ’l r  a c t l v l t l c s  t l i e  a p o r  t, I n a p h e r e .  An
' ' V  ' - " ' . '

r e f o r m e r s  I d e a l i z e d  t e a m  s p i r i t  and t h e  g o a l  o f  m o t h e r h o o d . f o r  a l l  

women,  wome.n' s  s p o r t s  g r a d u a l l y  l o s t  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ;  The 

s l o w e r ,  l e s s  s p e c t a t o r - o r i e n t e d  m a t c h e s  a l l o w e d  I s s u e s  o f  d r e . s s ,  

demeAttor-,  a'nd s e x u a l i t y  to t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o ve r  Spo r t  I t s e l f .

M a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p o r t s  o d u c a t o r . s  l i k e  S e n d s  

R e r e n s t e l n  and E l i z a b e t h  Bur chand,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on I mp r ov i ng  and p r o ­

t e c t i n g  m a t e r n a l  l .n t e r e.s t  s e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  the.  r i s e  o f  b o t h  f e m a l e  

t e a m  s p o r t s  and  f e m a l e  b i t y c l t s t s . '  The s e  f e m i n i s t s  and  r e f o r m e r . s  

p r omot ed  t he  mo r a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  of  femal.ePes-s o v e r  flic a g g r e . s s l v e  and 

c o m p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  of  ma l e  s p o r t s .  l i r  t u r n ,  women lo. s t  t h e  o p p c i r t u n l t y  

to. .have t h e i r  own ' a t h l e t i c  a b i l i t i e s  . r e c o g n i z e d .  The i m p o r t a n c e  and 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  women' s  s p o r t s  t h u s  f e l l  I n t o  t h e  .shadow of  a g g r e s s i v e ,  

■c o mp e t i t i v e ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l i z e d  mal e  a t h l e t i c s  wh i c h ,  t hough  domi nan t

'  ■ AII n  o u r  o'Wri t i m e ,  have  become d e g r a d e d  in t h e l r  own way.
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CHAPTER 4

M a t e r i a l  I s » Sexi ial  I ty  and V i c t o r i a n  Reformers;  
From C r i t i c s  o f  Fashion to Fashion P la t e s "

Tf many Nova S c o t i a n  wo m c n . f d e a 1 I ze d ' t  he } r I a C e 1 9 t li c e n t  n r y 

r o l e ,  s t r e s s i n g  t - h e i r  d u t i e s  a s  w i f e ,  m o I.-tie r  and s i s t ' e r ^  many o t h e r s  

l i v e d  a r e a l  it: y f a r  f rom t h a t  i d e a l .  Whi le  I t  Is t r u e ' t h a t  many women 

l i v e d  out  t h e l r  l i v e s  w' l fh t he  goal  of a c h i e v i n g  t h e  . re|io^te. and p u r i t y  

of  l i f e  t h a t  " t r u e  womanhood" p r o m i s e d ,  i t  i s  a l so ,  t r u e  t h a t  many women 

0 p e n I y q v i e s t l o n e d  t h e  naÇ.-ure o f  m a r r i a g e ,  concerned, '  t h e ms e l  ves  nhovit 

m a t t e r s  of  . s e x u a l i t y ,  and -  wl t l i  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  i z a  t ! oh of  t h e  Mar i t ime,  

r e g i o n  -- i n q u i r e d  c r i t i c a l l y  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  of  women as  f .a .s h i o na h I e . 

c .onsumer . s  t n  an a d v a n c i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r . .  By t l i e . c l o . s e  o f  t he .  

c e n t u r y ,  h o we v e r ,  f e m a l e  mi d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m  I eader . s  b e l l e y e d  t h a t  t he  

• soc i a l  . s t r u c t u r e  w.as e n d a n g e r e d  by t he  wi d e n i n g  gap  be t we e n  t h e  cln. s-  

8'eŜ , ,liy i m m i g r a t i o n ,  and by a d e c l i n i n g  r e s p e c t  f o r  the. exi . s t . lng s o c i a l  

order. . .  I n  o. rder  to . over come t l i ese  ; prohl  enrs , t u r n  of. ' t he  r . e n t u r y  fOm- 

i n l s t . s  now p r o m o t e d  n o t i o n s  o f  w o me n ' s  u n i v e r s a l ,  p u r i t y  and mo r a l  

s u p e r i o r i t y .  I n , e l e v a t i n g  wo m e n I. o t h i s  c x a I t e d p e d e s  t .a 1 ,. ho w,e v e r ,  

t h e y  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  h e r  t o  t h e  wor l d  of  mot he r hood  'and fa . sh l on-  

a h l l i t y .  /  ' .. ' . .

. I n i t i a l l y ,  h o we v e r ,  women a t t a c k e d  mar . r l age  ' and wi fel iood wi t h  a

s u r p r i . s l n g  r e g u l a r i t y .  On D e c e m b e r ' 6, 187^ ,  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  t he  'Ac a d i an

R e c o r d e r  p u b l i s h e d  a l e t t e r  f r o m M a t t i e  S t r i c k l a n d  o f  M i c h i g a n

a n n o u n c i n g  a c i v i l  and c o n j u g a l  un i on  b e t we e n  h e r s e l f  and i e o  M i l l e r .
■ ■

D e n o u n c e d  by h e r  p a r e n t s  a s  " o u r  p o o r , d e l u d e d ,  m i s g J l d c d  'and In.s any
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■daugh t e r , "  S t r l c k l a r i d  denounced  t he  c onc e p t  o f  m a r r i a g e  b e l i e v i n g  i t  Co

be " f o u n d e d  up o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  m a s t e r  and  s l r t v e . "  She r e f e r r e d  t o

t h e  "gl iao 1 1 y' .0 | )ec t r e s  o f  b u r l e d  h o p e s  and loi^t  a m b i t i o n s "  o f  b r i g h t

young g i r l s  who a f t e r  m a r r i a g e  " dr ag  t h e l r  wea r y  b o d i e s  j u s t  t h i s  s i d e

o f  t h e  g r a v e ,  d a l l y  p r a y i n g  t.o d i e . "  S t r i c k l a n d  knew o n l y  h e r  own

s ma l l  town,  bu t  she knew t h a t  t h e  e v i l s  of  m a r r i a g e  e x i s t e d  e l s e w h e r e .

Deny t h i s  no t ;  I know I t  and so do you a l l .  The e x c e s s i v e  
d e m a n d s  o f  h u s b a n d s  . . .  t h e  c o n s t a n t ' b l i g h t i n g  f e à ' r  o f  

■ m a t e r n i t y  when t h a t  . should be t he  g o l d e n  hope of  woman- '  
hood -  t h e  s o u l - d e s t r o y i n g  . s u b j e c t i o n  o f  one I n d i v i d u a l  t o  
a n o t h e r ,  t h e  I n d i f f e r e n c e  a nd  d l . s g u s t  t h a t  s p r i n g  f r o m  
e n f o r c e d  f a m i l i a r i t y  a r e  s a p p i n g  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  b o d y ,  
mind and s o u l  of  t he  women.

I f  . S t r i c k l a n d ' s  p r o n o u n c e me n t s  shocked  many Nova Scot  f a n s , t h e r e  

were  many other . s  who would h a v e ' a g r e e d ,  i f  not  w i t h  t he  . s o l u t i o n ,  t h e n  

a t  l ea . s t  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m. '  In Nova S c o t i a ,  as e l s e w h e r e ,  women in- t he  

l a s t  t h i r d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  were  o p e n l y  qde.'st Ion I ng t he  d e s l r -  

a h l l l ' t y  of  m a r r i a g e  and cammei t t i ng  upon young p e o p l e ' s  s e e mi n g  a v e r s i o n  

Co t h a t  I n s t i t u t i o n .  One mont h  b e f o r e  p u b l i s h i n g  S t r i c k l a n d ' s  l e t t e r ,  

f q r . e x a m p l e ,  .Che Acadi an  R e c o r d e r  puhl  l . shed an e d i t o r i a l  n o t i n g  t h a t  

young me.fi "seem r e l u c t a n t  t o  change,  t h e i r  s t a t e  o f  s i n g l e  bles . sedne. ss  

Co,one of  wedded h a p p i n e s s ,  and t he  young women p e r f o r c e  r e ma i n  u n ma r ­

r i e d ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e i r  s e c r e t  i n c l i n a t i o n s  may be-"  The  .u.suaT'  r e a s o n  

g i v e n  For t h i n  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s . . w a s  t h a t  young,  men c o u l d  no t  p r o p e r l y ,  

. suppor t  a w i f e .  The 'Aca d i a n  R e c o r d e r  had It .s own e.xplan. at lon.  Ol de r  

va ' lne . s  . such a s  p r u d e n c e  a n d  common s e n s e  had  b e e n  l o s t , '  and b o t h  men 

and  women now f e l t  d e p r i v e d  wIren r e s t r i c t e d  by t h e  e c o n o m i c s  of  

m a n a g i n g  a h o u s e h o l d .  Ex t  r a v a g e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  c o n ­

t i n u e d ,  no t  o n l y  I n j u r e d  t h e  . n a t i o n a l  p r o s p e r i t y  bu t  ca.used the. se men
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"who cons ume [ d}  t h e i r  e n t i r e ;  Income" nnd  "young women .who f Uaunt '( od 1 I h 

f i n e r y  and  I n d u l g e } d ]  In  f r i v o l i t i e s "  t o  ' b e c o me  " n o t  - p n r 1 1 c n ) a r  I y 

ma r k e t a b l e . c o mmo d I  f i e s  t h e m s e l v e s . " *  ' ^

The " m a r r i a g e  ques  1 1 on" as t he  . n e ws p a p e r  t e r me d  I t  canned 'great» 

e r  n a mong V 1 c t o r 1 an Nova Sc. ' ot l an. s .  -P a r c n t  s , n e wl ^ we d . n ,  and the '  

b e t r o t h e d  a, 11 wo p r l e d  a b o u t  tl te ' n t a b  11 1 t y  of  m a r r i a g e  l t . se. i r .  A dl.s-; 

c o u t s . e  r e p r i n t e d  i I n t h e  A c a d i a n  R e o o r d e r  by Rev.  Mr. T n l m a g e ,  a
t . ' ' ' . •

p o p u l a r ,  a l b e i t  e c c e n t r i c  p r e a i t h c r  a t  t h e  Bt f ook l yn  (Hew York)  

T a b e r n à c l  e ,  ,_,foh e xa mpl e ,  t r i e d . t o  a l l a y  t h e s e  . fear . s  i rha.s s u r  I'ng b l o n d e s  

t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d ’ ma r r y  b r u n ' e t t e s  "wl  t h  . p e r f e c t  s a f e t y "  and n o t i n g  t h a t  

"a luajal^n w i t h  a -nervou.s I ' cmper monf  need no'  l o n g e r  h e . s l t a l e  abou t  f c a r -  

. l e . s . s l y  b e s t o w i n g  ' h e r s e l f  upon  a p h l e g m a t i c ,  yovmg on .an.", . Ta I mage, 

■ ' s t r e s s e d  t he need f o r  "compr omi se  and. mut ua l  c‘ons\ i  11 a t I op In m a r r i a g e ,  

I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  citu r  c h ' .s g r o w i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f . t h e  pC f.I I o u.s . shape o f  

t he  m a r r i a g e  I n s  111 uC lo'n.  . Ju . s t  who was. r c s p o n s  I h I e f o r  en.su r I ng t he  

. s u c c e s s  of  m a r r i a g e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a ques  t I o n ' o f  g r e a l  d e b a t e .  . Womeii, . 

gua r d l an . s  of  p u r i t y  and t he  home,  were  o f t e n  hi amed f o r  th'e d c c f  I n'l ng 

I n t e r e . s t  i n .ma r r l  a g e .  And t h e r e  was  s o me  T r u t h  t o  t h e  c h a r g e .  Many 

women . s c o r n e d  s o c i e t y ' s  p r e s c r i b e d  m o d e . s ' o f  h e h a v - i o r  In  ma t . t e r . s  o f  

s e x u a l i t y ,  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  t Ime-ho' nored v l r ' t ue s ^ - o f  f e m i n i n e  obed I e nee

and s e l f  s a c c l  f Ic.e. ‘ .
. _ . - <  .  ' . |.

In  November  of  1883,  a s e r i e s  of  ml.a.slon.s s p o n s o r e d  by t he  'Church

o f  E n g l a n d ,  I n  H a l i f a x  c e n t r e d  on . s e x u a l i t y  and  t h e  m a r r i a g e  bond .

Given t h e  s e n s i t i v i t y  Df t he  1 s s t i e , . s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e s -  were  h e l d  Tor men

and women. '  On "November 18, 1883 an a l l  ma l e  c r çwd packed t h e  Academy

and  l i s t e n e d  t o  Rev.  M r . . O s b o r n e  and.  Rev. .  Mr.  M a t u r l n ,  w h i l e  wb'mcn.
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ar.Ci ' indcd the. Ti’.l a h o p ' s C h a p e l  w he, r e Rev.  Mr,  C o g s w e l l  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  

a d d r e s s . \  Rev.  Mr.  0 fl b o r  a e s p o k e  o f  m a l e  l u s t  and  . the,  I m f m r t a p c e  of  

r e l i g i o n  as an a n t i d o t e  to s i n .  O.sborne c l a i m e d  t h a t  -roan was c r e a t e d  

In t h e  Image of  God; e v e r y  f a l l  l ire of  mankind was t hus  a d e s e c r e t i o n  o f '  

t he  Image of  God. He r e f e r r e d  In p a r t i c u l a r  to t he  r emova l  o f  r e l i g i o n  

' f rom t he  s c h o o l s , '  a l o c a l  c a s e ' o f  a b o r t i o n  -  ' ' you may'  c a l l  i t  what  you 

w i l l ,  but  I t  Is t h e  t a k i n g  away o f  l i f e  d e s i g n e d l y  and t h e r e  I s  no name 

f o r  I t  bu t  mur de r "  -  and t h e  need f o r  s e l f  c o n t r o l  a n d , t h e '  r e s t r a i n t  o f  . 

p a s s  Ion.  Rev, Mr. Ma t u r l n  c o n t i n u e d  t h i s  t heme and spoke  on' t h e  unman­

l y  and u n c h r i s t i a n  ' c h a r a c t e r  o f  s e d u c t i o n . '  " Th i s  e v i l  -  t h e  - e n t i c i n g  

f r o m t h e  p a t h s  o f  I n n o c e n c e .  -  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t  o f  I t  was  u n m a n l y ,  t o  

s a y  t h e  . h e i g h t  o f  f t ;  was  u’nch ' r  I  ,s t i  an.  Wha t  ' w o u l d  you  d o , "  a s k e d  

Ma t u r l n , '  " I f  .she. was your  s i s t e r  o r  yo u r  d a u g h t e r ? "  ' -

At the.  Blohop' . 'S C h a p e l ,  . h o w e v e r ,  women were,  g i v e n  a . d i f f e r e n t  

g u i d e  po behavl ' or .  Where t he  m i s s l o n c r s  had t o l d  me.n to g u a r d  a g a i n s t  - 

t h e i r '  mal e  pass. lon.s and l u s t ,  Rev. - Mr. Cogs wel  I  s poke  on t h e  d u t i e s  of  

women. ■Dl s lnt ere . s t ednes . s  In s e l f ,  s o l i c i t u d e  fo' f h u s b a n d s ,  and cheer - r  ' ■ '

fu l nes . s ,  he a r g u e d ,  would ' Improve t hp home l i f e .  . On November  20,  -1883 

Rev.- Mr. O.sbourne ' l e c t u r e d  . t o  women a b o u t  t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t l o i ) .  Even 

t l i o u g h  t h e  p a s t o r  l e f t  t h e  c h u r c h  a f t e r  p l a y i n g  an  o p e n i n g  hymn,  one  

man,  " p r o b a b l y  o n e  o f  t h é  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  b a t t l e  o'f T . r a f a l g a r "  r e s o ­

l u t e l y  s a t  "through t he  p r oceed l ng . s .  Oab'orne s poke  on t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of  

women- t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  and t o  m a r r i a g e .  He I l l u s t r a t e d  many  e v i l s  

whi ch mi gh t  r e s u l t  f rom t h e l r  t oo  f r i v o l o u s  b e h a v i o r  and'  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t ,  

y o p n g  w i v e s  s h o u l d  d r e s s ,  and  c o n d u c t ,  t h e m s e l v e s  mo r e  d e . m u r e l y  t h a n  

t h e i r  u n m a r r i e d  p e e r s .  Tliey . shoul d  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c h e e r f u l -
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n e s s  find n e a c n e s s  t h a t  Idiey s h o w e d  when f i r s t  c o u r t  yd.  " I t  w i l l  he  

. seen, "  s a i d  t h e  Acad i a n  Reco.r d e r , " t l i a t  tl ie g e n e r a l  g i s t  o f  t he  r ent arks '  

was  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  g o o d  o p i n i o n  m o s t  i i u s b a n d s  i i avc o f  t h e m s e l v e s . "  

Osborne ,  a l s o  a l l u d e d  t o  the" l o s s  o f  t h y  word  " o b e y "  f r om m a r r i a g e  

s e r v i c e s ,  " f o r  w h a t  r e a s o n  lie d ^d n o t  know."_ The A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  

n o t e d  t h a t  Osborne "seemed t o  be un d e r  t he  Impre. ss ion t h a t  t h e r e  wa.sn' t  

as  much o b e d i e n c e  among tl ie m a r r i e d  women o f  H a l i f a x  a.s t he  o b l i g a t i o n ; !  

t l i ey liad as sumed would c a i l  f o r . "

0.5 ho r u e ' s  d i s c o u r s e  "had q d l t e  an e f f e c t  .on t h e  l a d i e s  prc. sent , " .

bu t  no t  q u i t e  wiiat  lie inlgl i t  have  -wi shed.  Some o f . h i . s  audienc.e r e v e a l e d

à d e c i d e d  a n t i p a t h y  . t o  m a s c u l i n e  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  - t h e  o b l i g a t l o n . s  of

women t o  men.  " C e c e l i a "  was  one  . such woman who p r o t e . s t e d .  t h e  m 1 s --

s l o  ne r ' s  be 11 e f I n  w o m a n ' s  s u b s e r v i e n c e .  She c l a i m e d  t l i a t  wh i I e .she

d i d  n o t  r u l e  t h e  liorae " w i t h  a' r od  o f  I r o n "  ' she-  d i d  o b j e c t  t o  t lie

'■'abject liome . s l ave ry"  . t h a t  .Mr.. Os bor ne  and other . s  propounded .

They  h a v e  p r eac l r f ed  t o  cj}\c women of ,  H a l i f a x  a . s o r t  o f
■ s l a v e r y ,  a c r i n g i n g  soiit: o f  f e e l i n g  t o  be I n d u l g e d  In ,

b e f o r e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  whi ch  wo u l d ,  'I am . 4ure, be u.n. sa t i s -  
f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  ..men, ai\H wr o n g  and d i s h o n o r a b l e '  I n t h e  
woman. ' ' / .

. . ■ ■ • ' • • /
1 . t h i n k  and 1 know t h a , t ' l  h o l d  t e n a b l e  g r o u n d  when 1 .say
t h a t  no man s h o u l d  mar ^y  a woman i f  i t  was no.t t o  - t a ke  h e r  . 
a.s h i s  e q u a l ,  'a-s h i s  h e l p m a t e ,  n o t  a.s a m e r e  m a c h i n e  t o  
p r o v i d e ,  a CO m f o r  t  a b 1,'G m.eal  and  ' t o  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  
. r e g a r d i n g  h i s  l i f e  o u t s i d e  t he  home. . - ' ■

Ob v i o u s l y  some women w e r e / d e m a n d i n g  ; t h a t  mar r l . age  be r e s h a p e d  t o  make

i t  a l e s s  I nd l v l du ' a  1 Is t  tq' and more c o o p e r a t i v e  In.st  I t u t  Ion.  Ce ce l  l a ' s

a n a l y s i s , r h a s c d  on s e x u / a l  e q u a l i t y  b o t h  ' I n s i d e  and  o u t . s i d e  t h e  home
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excoadcd  t h e '  q u e s t i o n  of  m a r r i a g e  beyond the  i s s u e  o f  s e x u a l i t y , a s  i t  

had been posed by M a t t i e  S t r i c k l a n d , and beyond t h e  ec onomi c  a n a l y s i s  

■augge.sted b'V t h e  Acadlaj i  R e c o r d e r .

Ot he r  women w i l l i n g l y  s a t i r i z e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  n o t i o n s  o f  r o ma n t i c , -  

" m a r r i a g e .  When tn 1888 "Does  1 1 ck. s” ; a . c o l u m n i s t  f o r  t h e  Ac a d i a n  

R e c o ^ ^ e r ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a m a t r i m o n i a l  b u r e a u  i n  L o n d o n ,  and  o f f e r e d  t o  

a c t  a s  ' a g e n t '  f o r  such a v e n t u r e  i n  H a l i f a x ,  Fa n n i e  J o n e s  r e p l i e , d‘ i n  a 

l e s s  t h a n  h u m b l e  way.  P r a i s i n g "  ."Does t i c k s "  on h1.s g e n e r o u s  o f f e r ,  

J o n e s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  " 1 t,s j  u,s t .  w h a t  we s t o c k  o f  ' o l d  m a i d s ,  Wi dows  and  

g i d d y  yo'ung t i l i n g s '  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  w a i t i n g  f o r . ” J o n e s  a s k e d  why t h e  

young men who b r a Ve l y  f ough t  i n  t he  Nor th West  we r e  so ba. shful  when i t  ' 

"came t o  m a r r i a g e .  ,

Yes,  d e a r  D o e s t i c k s , , t h e y ' ] 1 buy us  i c e - c r e a m s , t a k e  
ua w a l k i n g  i n  t h e  s i l v e r y  m o o n l i g h t ,  p o u r  s o f t  n o t h i n g s '  
i n t o  o u r  e a r s  u n t i l  we a l m o s t  w i s h  we h a d  [ b e e n ]  b o r n  
w i t h o u t  t h e s e  a p p e n d a g e s , o r  t h a t  men had been born  w i t h  
more common s e n s e , -  when down i n  t h e  b o t t o m  of  o u r  h e a r t s  
( a s  .you who know s o  wel l ,  s a y )  We a r e  " p i n i n g  f o r  t h e  

. . i l l i m i t a b l e  e c s . t a c i e s  o f  m u t u a l  c o n f i d e n c e ” . We d o n ' t  
want  them to, come t o  us  (when t h e  mor n i ng  sun s h i n i n g  f u l l  
on t h e i r  m i r r o r  ' r e v e a l s  t q  them t h a t  c r o w ' s  f e e t  a n d ' g r a y  
ha i  r  8 , a r e , be c o m i n g  t h e i r  p o r t i o n ) ,  and l a y  a t  o u r  f e e t  a 
poor ,  b a t t e r e d ,  s c a r r e d  a r t i c l e  ... Wel l  t h a t  t hey  t e l l  us 
what  i t  l.a; we would  n e v e r  have re . cogni zed i t  as  a h e a r t .

Jon'c.s Idugh i ng l y ,  c o mme n t e d . t h a t -  p e r h a p s  t h i s  dea r t h  of  b r a v e  young m’en '.

wa.s a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P o l i c y  -  t h e  l i b e r a l  A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r ’ s

p e t - p e e v e  -  and s u g g e s t e d  i f - s o  t h e  "ol d  m a i d s ,  widows and g i d d y  young

t h i n g s "  c ou l d  p e r h a p s  u n i t e  t o  s u p p r e s s  i t ;  i f  i t  was mere  b a s h f u l n e s s

)ierl iaps " b e n e v o l e n t  c i t i z e n s "  cou l d  fund an i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t r e a t  ■those

young men so a f f l i c t e d . -  J o n e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  si te was a "young woman of

   s u m m e r s ,  v e r y  g o o d  l o o k i n g ,  r e m a r k a b l y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  ( t h e s e

f r o m a u t h o r i t y , ) "  w i t h  u s w e e t  d i s p o s i t i o n  and  n u m e r o u s  d o m e s t i c  and

' . . ■ i . t o  : ■ "

. ■ ' ■ ' -



a r t i s t i c  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  She  w o u l d  dQ h e r  P'Xrt For  t h e  p r o p o s e d

'  '  - ' vB u r e a u  by o f f e r i n g  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a " mode s  t rer|u%y.L^^, f o r  a man.  I ler

r e q u i r è m e n t s  were  s i m p l e :  ' , . , /

None by t h e  name  of  " J o h n " . n e e d  a p p l y .  N e i t h e r  any  u n d e r .
5 f t .  8 I n .  I n  h e i g h t : ,  m u s t  he  da r k ' ,  no m a t t e r  tiow d a r k ,

■ , i f  he  may s t i l l  be t e r m e d  a w h i t e  man:  m us  t h a v e  good
e d u c a t i o n ,  profe . s s  l o n a l  man^p re  f e r r e d  ; mus t  not  he a mem­
ber  of  any clvibs ,  u n l e s s  1 a l s o  am a d m i t t e d  as  a member of
same.  -

lie .mus t a l s o  a l ' Ol d  l i q u o r  s t o r e s ,  t o b a c c o ,  and f a s h i o n s  t h a t  d i c t a t e '

" p a n  t a  l o q n s "  e i t h e r  Coo w i d e  o r  " s l d e - s p l l t t l n g  In  mor e  s ons e . s  Chan

o n e . "  P r e f e r a b l y  he s l i o u l d  be  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  25 and 15 )) 11 hou.gh

"exced.  1 e n c e  o f  q u a l i t y "  w o u l d  a l l o w  hl i i wj  f ew y e a r s  l e e w a y .  He -mu.st

n o t  b.e a " d u d e " , h c m u ;"t h a v e  b r a i n s ,  and ^ l e  wou l d  n o t  o b j e c t -  I f  he

had " s u r p l u s  ca sh . "  ' S i n c e  she  had q u i c k l y  el lmln. -3t ed  most  Nova S c o t i q n

men ,  . Jones  o b v l o u s l . y  p r e f e r r e d  h e r  l o t  a s  one  o f ' Doe s 1 1 c k ' s  s t o c k  of

"o l d  m a i d s ,  widows and g i d d y  young t h i n g s . "  ' '  '

Not e v e r y o n e  would have ag r eed  Chat  Che l n . s t t t u t l o n  o f  ra.arr lage

was  I n  n e e d  o f , r e h a b 1 1 1 1 a t i o n  or-  t h a t  men w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  I t s .

f a l l i n g s .  . I n s t e a d ,  r e v e a - l l n g  t h e  c o m m o n p l a c e  V l . c t o r l a n  empha. s l s .  o'n

s e l f - c o n t r o l ,  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  and r e . s t r a l n t  o f  p. ass lon t h a t  a p p l i e d  even

In . s o c i e t y ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  l o v e ,  m a l e  d e f e n d e r s  o f  t h  e . I n.q C 11: n t i on

a t t a c k e d  m a r r i a g e ' s  f e m a l e  c r i t i c s  b l a m i n g  them f o r  t h e  r i s i n g  d i v o r c e

r a t  Ç, " P r a n k " ,  a r e s p o n d e n t  t. o ' J o n e s  , f e l t  t h a t  s h e  was t o o  h a r s h  on

men.  Nor d i d  s h e  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e m .  Men,  he c l a i m e d  w e r e  n o t

b l i n d e d  w i t h ' l o v e  b u t  r a t h e r  s o u g h t  " t o  p l e a s e  and g r a t i f y  women"

t h r o u g h  c o m p l I m e n t s . F r ank  t h o u g h t  t h a t  f r i e n d s h i p  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  a
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g o o d m a r r l .  a g e ;  Tf women a c c e p t e d  t i v l s  -  a s  man y n o . d o u b t  d i d  -  t h e n  

women cou l d  be happy In m a r r i a g e  as  we r e  mos t  men.

■ I f  on t h e  s u r f a c e  V i c t b r 1 a n ' m a r r 1 a g e  s e e m e d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a 

s t a b i l i t y  b u t t  r e s s e d  by n o t i o n s  o f  p r u d e r y  and f é m i n i n e  s e l f - d e n i a l ' ,  

t h i s  was  m e r e l y  an I l l u s i o n .  Women,  o f  a l l  c l a s s e s  r i d i c u l e d ,  c o n ­

demned,  o r  r e g r e t t e d  t he  n o t i o n  of  m a r r i a g e .  One s uch  p e r s o n  was Sarah  

R u t l e d g e ,  a t h i r t y - s e v e n  y e a r  o l d  woman h o s p i t a l i z e d  w i t h  t e r t i a r y  

s y p h i l i s ,  whi ch she  had c o n t a c t e d ,  f r om h e r  husband .  R u t l e d g e  managed 

t o  s c r i b b l e  h e r  b r l e j , ,  u n h a p p y  s t o r y  In  a r e c o r d  bo o k  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  

Genera l  H o s p i t a l .  .. ■ ■ ‘

Sa r ah  Ann R u t l e d g e ,  Amher s t  N.S. took-  h e r  nfaiden name she  
was  s ome  t i m e , a g o  c a l l e d  Mr s .  f o u l s  G o u l d  bvit s h e  t h o u g h  
a s  .she was c o m p e l l e d  t o  go t o  h e r  own p e o p l e  f o r  h e l p  .she 
w o u l d - t a k e  h e r  ma i den  name a g a i n .  Young g i r l s  t a k e  w a r n -  

■ ' l a g  do n o t . b e  In a h u r r y  l e a v i n g  your  p e o p l e  t a k e  f r i e n d s
a d v i c e  no t  l i k e  poor  f o o l i s h  Sarah.

In l i g h t  o f  . w i d e s p r e a d  v e n e r e a l  a f f l i c t i o n s  and  u n h a p p y  m a r r i a g e s ,

women o f t e n  found t hem. se l ves  In d e g r a d e d  s i t u a  t  i ons  l i av l ng  been t a k e n

a d v a n t a g e  o f "by  men. "The s p o i l e r  q u i c k l y  w e a r i e s  of  h i s  p r e y ; ,  arid h i s  
\ . ■ '

" d e l u d e d  V1 c t 1 m" h a s  no r e c o u r s e  b u t  i f  t h e y  l i v e ,  [ t h e s e ]  w r e t c h e d ,  

broken-clown women d r i f t  back  p e r c h a n c e  t o  t h e i r  n a t i v e  p l a c e , "  s a i d  t h e  

Acadi an . Recor de r -

Lou i s e  C h a n d l e r  Moul t on ,  i n  t h e  La d i e s  Home J o u r n a l  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

t h e  l i a p p l e s t  moment  o f  a woraan'-' s l i f e '  was  " wh e n  Love  I s  a s w e e t ,  s h y  

hew c o m e r ,  and  Hope l e a d s  i t  by t h e  h a n d . "  The A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r ' s  

" l a d y  . l ane"  " f e l t  i t  was  when  a woman s a w h e r  c h i l d r e n  d o i n g  g o o d - a n d  

r e m a i n i n g  pur e .  One can be ‘s u r e  h o we v e r ,  t h a t  f o r  many women,  n e i t h e r  

l o v e ,  > o p e ,  c h i l d r e n ,  n o r  ' e v e n  r i c h e s  b r o v j g h t  h a p p i n e s s ' .  . . I n ,  1892
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~ E q u a l "  n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  s h e  d i d n ' t  know much a b o u t  t h e  B i b l e  s h e  d i d

b e l i e v e  tdint I t  c l a i me d  t he  s e x e s  were  e q u a l .

II u t  why I s  I t  . . .  The g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  I t .  I s  t h e  w i f e ' s .  
p l a c p ' T o ' d o  a l l  t h e  g r o v e l l i n g ,  p l a y  hum 1 11 t y  ( '.s 1 r o l e ,  o r  
In o c h e r  wor ds ,  keep  t he  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  house  w i t h  a ne ve r  
f a l l i n g  g l o s s e d  s u r f a c e .  In o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  l o r d  o f  the,

. . .Manor,.may be k e p t  In humor?  '

(While . s o c i e t y  w r i t e r  Lady . lane found I t  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  Co c l a i m  t h a t  

woman' s  l i v e s  had Improved  compared  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  ances  t o r s , many 

o t h e r ,  women r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  l u x u r y  and w e a l t h  w e r e  n o t  c o n d u c i v e  t o  

happl^ne.s.s. I ndeed ,  IF many a c knowl e dge d  t h a t  f a c t ,  t . here were  o t h e r s  

who w e r e  c o g n i s a n t  o f  b o t h  c a u s e  .and s o l u t i o n .  In 1894,  Lady . l ane 

r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  From an " Ema n c i p a t e d  Woman", a woman .so " d a n g e r o u s ”’ 

tlS' it t he  s o c i e t y  c o l u m n i s t  f e l t  t h a t  " f he  s o o n e r  she  I s  a n n l h l  1 a t e d  tlie. 

b e t t e r , f o r  u s . "  " E m a n c i p a t e d  Woman" w r o t e  oh t h e  " r u d e  a w a k e n i n g "  a 

woman would . s u f f e r  when' "she,  d l s . cove r ed  ; " t h a t  money ca n n o t  Wy e v e r y ­

t h i n g . "  A d r o w n i n g  woman,  th.e w r i t e r  c o n t i n u e d ,  woul d  g r a s p  ' a " wh i t e  

and weak and s o f t  f i n g e r e d "  hand t h a t  was ' f i l l e d  w i t h  go l d  c o i n ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  " o n e  b r o a d - a n d  b r o w n ,  w i t h  t h e  l e a t h e r  o f  t o l l  . s t r e t c h e d  nc . r o s s

It.g pa lm. "  The o l d  s u p e r s t i t i o n  " t h a t  money;  mar ve l  lou.s mag I c money is

e v e r  p r e s e n t  t o  s o o t  It and  s o l a c e '  [ a n d l  a l l a y  e v e r y  I r ' r I t a t  I on o f  t h e  

mi nd, "  mus t  be r e c o g n i z e d  as  a n  Inv.al  Id I d e a l  of  l i f e .

' • ■ ■ ' C ■ '■We’l l , - I n  Che n e a r  by a n d  by ,  when w,oman s h a l l  . s t and  no 
l o n g e r  ' u n d e r  ’ man' s  d o m i n a t i o n ,  but  be as'  a l x s o l u t e l y  fr l ;e ■ . '  
a.s t h e  b l r d ' . s  o f  t h e  a i r -  t q  c h o o s e  a m a t e  -  t h e n  s h a l l  we 
.see h e r  t u r n  w i t h  h o r r o r  f rom t!ie modern Mlda.s;  In . whose 
e mb r a c e  she  would f e e l  h e r  h e a r t  t u r n i n g  s l o w l y  but  s u r e l y  
t o  s o m e t h i n g  ns c o ' l d ,  I f  n o t  a s  h a r d ,  a s  ' s t o n e ,  Yes Cho.se 
r n a r i t . a l  m u d d l e s  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  t e n d  t o  make d i v o r c e  
r e s p e c t a b l e , '  arid t h a t  w i l l  be a n o t h e r  g a i n  f o r  us women,
f o r  many and many a p o o r  woman b e a r s  t h e '  I l l s  o f  m a t r l -

'j • '. ■ m o n l a l  I n f e l i c i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  f l y  I n t o  t he  f ace  of Mad/imc
For m,  a nd  many a-nd many  a b r u t e  In t r o u s e r s  p u r . s u e s  t h e  .

'  .  . I ■ ,

. '  \  .  ■ ' /  ■ ■ ■

■ /
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e v e n  t e n o r - o f  h i s  way a d d i n g  one  I n d i g n i t y  Lo a n o t h e r ,  
s i m p l y  be c a ua e  he knows t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w i l l  do n o t h i n g  n o t  
s a n c t i o n e d  by Madame Form.

" E m a n c i p a t e d  Woman" c o n c l u d e d  s a y i n g  t h a t  ' Madame Mode '  r e g u l a t e d  

f a s h i o n ,  'Madame Form'  c o n d u c t .  So f a r  t h e r e  was no f a s h i o n a b l e  d r e s s  

f o r  d i v o r c e s  -  b u t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  ' Madam^  F o r m '  had  r e f u s e d  " t o  remove,  

the  s t i g m a  o f  l a c k  of  r e . S p e c t a b l l i  ty" whi ch  d i v o r c e  . s i g n i f i e d .  Tn one 

l e t t e r  t h i s  " E m a n c i p a t e d  Wortian" c o n d e m n e d  n o t  o n l y  m a r r i a g e  and

f a s h i o n ,  bu t  t he  c a p i t a l i s t  pvirsul . t  of  w e a l t h .  ^

1II c r i t i q u i n g  t h e  .se I n s t i t u t i o n s  " E m a n c i p a t e d  Woman" a l s o  con­

d emned  t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  women' . ? ,  s e x u a l i t y .  Tn t h e  
■ • . ■ - 

V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  s u b t l e  change.? I n I d e a s  and p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  had made

. s e x u a l i t y  one  o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a . s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  

19 t h  c e n t u r y .  Of p r i m a r y  I m p o r t a n c e  was  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  men w e r e  

d r i v e n  by a n i m a l  l u s t s  w h i l e  women -  . g o o d  women t h a t  I s  ■- f e l t  no 

p a s s i o n .  Once a woman .was c o n t a m i n a t e d , -  h o w e v e r ,  h e r  d e c l i n e  .In 

s o c i e t y ' s  eyes  was f a r  deeqjer  t ha n  t h a t  of  any man. . Where a man. cou l d  

be e xc us e d  f o r  h i s  - s exua l  I ndu  Ig'ence.S, a woman cou l d  no t .  Whi l e  many,  

o f  t h e s e  Idea. ?  s t e m m e d  f r o m  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  wo m e n a s  m a l e ' s  p r o p e r t y ,  

t hey  a l s o  r e v e a l  e c o n o mi c  r e a l i t i e s .  Of t h e  few women who wer e  i n  t he  

Inbour  f o r c e ,  f e we r  s t i l l  we r e  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e -  e c o n o mi c  I n d e p e n d e n c e .  

Thus women wer e  f o r c e d  t o  ' s e l l '  t h e m s e l v e s  -on t he  m a r r i a g e  m a r k e t  in

O r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y :  T h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  c o u r s e  was

open  t o  women o f  a l l  c l a s s e s .  T h o u g h . t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  

. s e x u a l i t y  t o  g a i n  a ' . ma t e ,  t he  ml.su.se o f  t h a t  e . x p l o l t e d . . s e x u a l i t y  I r o n ­

i c a l l y  b r o u g h t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  " mo r e  t e r r l b l e  and  I r r e p a r a b l e '  t h a n  t h e  

t a k i n g  of  - l i f e  I t s e l f . "

I 1-4



The t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  o  ̂ women wer e  condemned by t he  same s o c i e t y

t h a t  e x c u s e d  t l i o s e  of  men-  In  a d i s c o u r s  e on "The P u b l i c  M o r a l s "  In

1879 t h e  Acad i an  Re c o r d e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s  t a c t

The e r r i n g  g i r l  h a s  no d e f e n d e r ,  no a p o l o g i s t .  Her  one  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n  I s  v i s i t e d  by h o p e l e . s s  r u i n .  The v i l l a i n  
who h a s  c a u s e d  h e r  r u i n  e s c a p e s  c o n d e m n a t i o n .  The I n ­
j u s t i c e ^  o f .  t h i s  I s  p r e t t y  f u l l y  r e c o g n I  zed.

I t  t h e  I n e q u a l i t y  was r e c o g n i z e d ,  s t i l l  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  done to a l . t e r

t h e  p u b l i c ' , s  o p i n i o n  o f  ' f a l l e n  women . '  In 1-883, Mrs .  B r i d g e t

O ' C o n n e r ,  a 26 y e a r  o l d  w i d o w ,  . d i ed  . a f t e r  h n v i n g  a d o c t o r  p e r f o r m  an

a b o r t i o n .  T h e . f a t h e r  was  a m a r r i e d  man,  p o l i c e m a n  l . e w l s  Hu I I 1 e r .

Whi l e  he r e c e i v e d  a s u s p e n s i o n  f rom d u t y ,  g e n e r a l  o p i n i o n  was t h a t  he

was a good o f f i c e r  w i t h  " d e c i d e d  p r o ç l I v l t l e s ,■ h o w e v e r , In t h e  f ema l e

l i n e  -  t o  s u c h  an e x t e n t  . as  t o  make  1 t  m a r k e d . "  He w a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t

"a man - who n e g l e c t e d  h l a  family. ' , '  A l o s s  of  p u r i t y  f o r  women m e a n t - h e r

e x c l u s i o n  f r o m  s o c i e t y .  I n . a n  1882 t a l k  t o  y o u n g  women Rev. '  Mr.
c  .  '  • -

' Chubbuck ‘c a u t l o r i e d :  ' ' -

L e t  t h e  b r e a t h  o f  s i n ,  o f  s c a n d a l  , t o u c h  h e r  and  t h e r e  l.s 
no p l a c e  I n  . s o c i e t y  a g a i n  f o r  -her ;  s h e  I s  .. .  a b e .1 ng t o  
be  a b h o r r e d , - -  t o  be  s p u r n e d .  She I s  b e y o n d  h o p e .  Won^on 
a r o  more b i t t e r  a g a i n s t  women t h a n  men a r e  a g a i n s t  men. ■

I f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  s oc  !,ety ' condemned t h o s e  women who made t h e  one m i s t a k e ,  

I t  was even h a r d e r  on t h o s e  who d i d  not  f o l l o w  I t s  p r e s c r i b e d  r u l e s  of  

b e h a v i o r .  In 1882 . l aws '  wer e  pas.sed p e , s t r i d i n g  t he  p r e . s enee of  c h i l d ­

r en  In  v a r i o u s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  e.s t  a b l  I shracn t  s.  I t  d i d ,  l i t t l e  t o  c o n t r o l  

' t h e  p r o b l e m  o f "  d 1 r t y ' 1 1 1 1 1 c  s t r e e t  w a l k e r s ,  who o u g h t  t o  be sp ' anked  

and  s e n t  t o  b e d . ” T h e s e . g i r l s  a g e d  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  age  w e r e  

' ' hoodlums o f ,  t h e  w o r s t  s o r t . "  Group.s of  them a p p e a r e d  In p u b l i c  -  some 

" b a r e l e g g e d " ,  o t h e r s  I n  " s c a n / y  S k i r t s , "  - -  .and ca I l s  wtzre o f t e n . m a d e  by
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. r e f o r m e r s  to sOppreso t h i s  "raoral  sewage  of  t h e  mos t  de l eCe . r i ogs  kind. "  

An a r t i c l e  I n  an Eng 1 1 p h ) on r n a  1 , f o r  e x a m p l e ,  was  p u b l i s h e d  i n  Nova 

S c o t i a  by r e q u e s t  o f  a f p i n a l e  r e f o r m e r .  I t  c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  " n i g h t  

• p r o wl i n g " '  mus t  he shunned  by young women. N e i t h e r  c u r i o s i t y  n o r  l ove  ■ 

of  . e x e r c i s e  would e x c u s e  women f rom,  r i s k i n g  di d  l o s s  o f  t h e i r  modes t y  

 ̂and I n n o c e n c e  -  t h e i r  " g r e a t e s t  charm." - , ' , •

When a l i t t l e  g i r l  named Moody was I n d e c e n t l y  a s s a u l t e d  by George 

Ro s s i ,  .'an I t a l i a n  s h o e ma k e r ,  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  by l a w y e r  Mr.- Hanwr lgl i t  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  m o r a l s  and t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  c h i l d  [ w e r e ]  d e -  

. praved . "  Ap p a r e n t l y  Moody had " I n t r o d u c e d "  two or  t l i r ee  l i t t l e  g i r l s  . 

I n t o  Ros s  I ' s  s h o p .  . Judge . Johnson  f e l t  s h e  " w a s ' - a - v e r y  bad  g i l l . "  

Whi le  women and g i r l s  we r e  ' a s e x u a l '  when k e p t  i n  a '• re.s t  r l c ' t e d  e n v i r o n ­

ment ,  t hose-  who we r e  ' c o n t a m i n a t e d '  by t h e i r  home e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a s . s o c i -

8‘.ate.s,  and tl ie i n i b l l c  wo r l d  p o s s e s s e d  a d a n g e r o u s  . s e x u a l i t y .

However ,  even t h e ' home e n v i r o n me n t ,  co u l d  not  p r o t e c t  women from 

. sexual  a t t a c k ,  s c a n d a l ,  and mo r a l  d e c l i n e .  The -doubl.e s t a n d a r d  f o r  the 

s e x e s  l e f t  many women o'pen to s e x u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  Nowhere ,  p e r h a p s ,  

c a n  t h i s  vu 1 ne  r ab  111 t y  be r e v e a l e d  t h a n  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  R e b e c c a  R o s s . -  

Ros s  was  an e m i g r a n t  s e r v a n t  g i r l  who had w o r k e d  a s  a n u r s e  f o r a Mr 1 

and Mr.s. George C. Jaml csof t  f o r  n e a r l y  two y e a r s .  She became p r e g n a n t ,

' and a t  f l r . s t  r e f u s e d  to .name t he  f a t l t e r .  Mrs.  . Jami eson,  a s  was c o r r e c t  

In t h e s e  s t t u a t l o n s , a sked  h e r  husband  to pay Che g i r l ' a n d  Co d i s c h a r g e
. ' ' \ -7  -

h e r .  Ross e v e n t u a l l y  c o n f e s s e d  Chat  In f a c t  . Jamieson was Che f a t h e r .  

J a m i e s o n ;  was  t o  e x c u d e  h i s  c o n d u c t .  " 1 t  h a p p e n e d  Co many  a b e t t e r  

man, "  he  c l a i m e d .  Onfie t h r o w n  o u t  o f  Che h o u s e ,  t h e  g i r l  u n s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  a t t e m p t e d  s u i c i d e .  A f t e r w a r d  J a m i e s o n  g e t  Ross  up In- a hou.se a t
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H u b b a r d ' s  CoVo and l i v e d  w i t h  h e r  a s  I f  man and w i f e .  When t h e  ch f  Id 

was a b o u t  one month o l d ,  In F e b r u a r y  of  18^2,  J ' amlcson b r o u g h t  Ross and

• c h i l d  back t o  H a l i f a x  and abandoned  them.  Ross went  f i r s t  t o  t he  Poor  

House,  t he n  to t h e  I n f a n t ' s  Udusè wher e  h e r  c h i l d  e v e n t u a l l y  d i e d .

D e s p i t e  J n m l e s o n ' s  c o n d u c t , .  ,t  e v e n  t h e  j u d g e  a d m i t t e d  " h e '  

c o u l d n ' t  ' behave l i k e  a g e n t l e m a n ;  he d i d n ' t  know how t o ”- -  Rebecca Ross 

wag s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d '  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e . "  'It In 

p e r h a p s  Ross ' s '  own words ,  t h a t ‘be.gt e x p r e s s  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  and I n e q u a l ­

i t y  o f  ' t h e  d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d  f o r  s e x i p i l  c o n d u c t .  " Mr*:. Jam 1 s on" , • s ho 

w r o t e  In. h e r  . s u i c i de  n o t e  , - November  4 , 1 88 I

do n o t  be t o o  h a r d  on me.  I f  I d i d ,  n o t  f e l  I you . a b o u t ,
■ ■ t h i s  , "you h a v e  j u s t ’ f o u n d  I t  o u t  by c h a n c e ;  had  you k n o wn ,

you  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  g i v e n  me y o.u r  own l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  I 
h a v e  n o t  t o l d  a n y o n e ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  know how u n h a p p y  I 
h a v e  b e e n  and  1 d i d .  n o t  c a r e  ' what  .lie c ame  of. me.  1 - was '  
a s h a m e d  o f  m y s e l f  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  I  l i ave  b e e n  t o  hi  nine a s  
w e l l  a_s y o u r  h u s b a n d ,  b u t  lie f o r c e d  me.  God k nows  how T 
h a v e  f e l t .  1 d i d  n o t  c a r e ’ l f  I l i v e d . o r  d i e d ,  and t l i a t  I s  

, ■ what-  has  made me as you s a y  l i g h t h e a r t e d .  F o r g i v e  me now 
. f o r  you w i l l  no t  have  t h e  chance  of .see.lng me a g a i n ,  -  t e n  ■ 

do 1 l a r s  la. a l l  he g a v e  me. T w i l l  say  goodbye For eve r .  ,

R R ■

Even In t h e  . s a n c t i t y  of  a hous e  e n v l  ronlncnt ' ,  . I n t h e  d o m e s t i c  work t h a t

. women r e f o r m e r s  s o  o f t e n  p r a l ' s e d ,  a worf ian' s  s e x u a l i t y  c o u l d  be b o t h  
■ . ' ■

• t h r e a t e n e d  and s u s p e c t . ^

• I f  women w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  h i d e  t h c l r - s e x u a l  f e e j i n g s . l n  o . r de r  t o  

a v o i d  t he  c ondemna t i on ,  o f  . s o ç l e t y ,  t h e y  wer e  e q u a l l y  f o r cpd  t o  f l a u n t  

. , - t h a t  s a me  s e x u a l i t y  In  o r d e r  t o . a c h i e v e  s o c i e t y ' s  - u l t i m a t e  go a I f o r  

.women -  m-a.rrlage.  In o r d e r  t o  ' e n s n a r e '  men,, women wore o b l i g a t e d  t o  

u s e  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  d e v i c e s . . Men,  w e r e  o f t e n  c a u t i o n e d  a b o u t '  t h e  

' w i l e s '  of  women. .2 ' ^
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The s i s t e r l y  f l i r t ,  w h o s e  name  I s . l e g i o n ,  t h e  k i t t e n i s h  
f l i r t ,  who.se Is a l l  I n n o c e n c e ,  t h e  d i g n i f i e d  f l i r t , '  who I s  
t o o  l a d y ,  l i k e  t o  r o u s e  y o u r  s u s p i c i o n s ,  t h e  e v a n g e l i c a l  
f l i r t ,  _ wliose : I n t e r e s  t  i n  your  s o u l  you we a k l y  I ma g i n e  .to , 
be I n t e n d e d  f o r  your  h e a r t  -  a l l  t h e s e  and many more may • 
have  d e s i g n s  on your  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y . .

Women u s e d  a c u l t l v a t . d ' d  d e m e a n o r  I n  . o r d e r  t o  a t t r a c t  men.  

k q u a l l y  I m p o r t a n t  was t h e i r  app, a r e l  and appea ' r f tnçe.  Women wer e  e n c o u r ­

a g e d  to-u' .ye t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y ,  y e t  c o n d e m n e d  f o r  d o i n g '  s o .  I n  1884 ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  R . s t h e r  w r o t e  f r o m . R i g  B r a s  d'-Qr c o m p l a i n i n g  o f . t h e  p o p u l a r  

ha 1 r fji^shlon. Nova S c o t i a n - m o t h e r s  .should I n . s t r u c t  t h e i r  daughter ' . s  "In 

tl ie modes t  and a b s t e m i o u s  way o f  p a r t i n g  t h e  h a i r  In t h e  mi d d l e . "  Wi th 

th' l  s " p r o  pe r - g  e n.s e w a-y o f ' a r r a n g i n g  t h e  h a i r "  g l r l - s  c o u l d  " g r a c e ,  t h e  

c o u n t r y  w i t h  lovl lnes .g. ' "  But  I t ,  was women' s  - f a s h i o n  t h a t  caus' ed t he  

g r e a t e . s t  _ cont pover . sy .  Fo r  many women,  c o r s e t s  and b u . s t l e s  I n d i c a t e d  • 

t - he l r  f e m i n i n i t y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  women c o n s i d e r e d  them b o t h  a t h r e a t  t o  

h e a l t h  a n d ' a  form of  s e x u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  At I t s  t r i e n n i a l  I n  Wa s h i ng ­

t o n ,  t.lve N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Women,  h e l d  'a s e s s i o n  on d r e s s  r e f o r m .  

The- Rev.  I d a  C. B u t t o n ,  a t t i r e d  i n  a , c l e r i c a l  c o s t u m e ,  .su g g e s  t  e d t h a t  

t h e  b o d y  and  a l l  t h a t  p e r t a i n e d  t o . I t  "mu's t .b^>>used as  an a v e n u e  f o r  

t he  educa t - i on  of  t h e  i n n e r  s e l f . "  The pa . s s l ons  and d e s i r e s  o f  t h e  body '  

. s h o u l d  be s u b j u g a t e d  h u t  n o t  d e s t r o y e d .  E c o n o m y , .com fo r t  and  b e ' a u t y ,  

.shoul'd t a k e  precede.nce  i n  t h e  s e l e c t  i a n  of  d r e s s ,  n o t  man' s   ̂ pot . en . t l a l  

a d m i r a t i o n  'of a woman' .g f i g u r e .  ' hpdy Cqok ,. t h e  f o r m e r  .Miss ■ Tennes. see 

C h a p l i n  of  t h e  Un i t ed  S t . a t e sy  and a r e g u l a r  c o n t r l b u t é r  t o  t h e  Ac a d i a n  

Reco r d e r  wr o t e  an a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  " R a t l o n a  1, Dr'ess" p u b l i s h e d  I n  189,5. 

Cook n o t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  F a s h i o n s  f o r  women we r e  c h a n g i n g ,  women ware  not  

-  as many o p p o n e n t s . c l a i m e d  -  a d o p t i n g  ma l e  d r e s s .  Tliey wer e  i n . s t ead
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we cl r i n g  c l o t h e s  made e s p e c i a l l y  l o r  Litem. Cook commented on t he  "a m tid­

i ng"  h a b i t  of  women, who r e g u l a r l y  a p p e a r e d  " l i a l f - n u d e "  in de'col  l.et-ue a t  

p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n s  t o  s p e a k . d [ s p a r i n g l y  o f  women who s h o w e d  " t o  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  a f ew I n c h e s ,  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a p a i r  o f  we I I - c o v e r e d  l eg . s . "  

Cook c l a i m e d  t h a t ' n e i t h e r  t h o s e  w i t h  u n s h a p e l y  l e g s - n o r  t h e  “ pe.eplng.  

.Toms, Pa u 1 Pry. s, and l i p - p u r s e d  p r u d e s  who howl a t  any change"  had any 

" l awf t i l  c o n c e r n "  t o  r ' em' on.st rate aga l n . s t  women who wore r a t  t ona l  d r e s s .  

T h l s ^ r a  t l o n a l  ' d ro.ss "mu.st be one whi ch  g i v e s  1 he , I'a r ges  t  f r eedom I p th.e 

b o d y ,  I s  hea  T ,t h l e  s t , ■ I I g h  t  e .s t  , m o s t  c o m f o r t a b l e  and h e s t ad a p r ed t o  

c l i m a t e  and s e a s o n . "  Cook sugge . s t ed  - t ha t  c r o s s  sex d r e s s i n g  mi ght  even 

by p o p u l a r  -  k i j t . s  and  p e t t i c o a t s  f o r  men,  b r e e c h e s  and  T u r k i . s h  

t r o u s e r s  f o r  women. "A.s t h e  r a c e  I mpr oves  in s y mme t r y ,  and w e l l - f o r m e d  

l i m b s  b e c o m e  g e n e r a l .  I t  :i .s l i k e l y  t h a t  - ve r y  s h o r t  d r e s s c . s  f o r  t h e  

women,  and knee  b r e e c h e . s , as In t h p  g r a c e f u l  o l d e n  t i m e s ,  f o r  t he  me n , 

w i l l  be t h e  u n i v e r s a l  f a s h i o n . "  .>Rcv. .1. .,K. Adams of,  To r o n t o ,  condemned 

t h e  r a t i o n a l  d r e s s  m'ovem.en' t .  W h i l e  he wo u l d  n o t  d e n y  women t i i e l r  

r i g h t s , I n c l u d i n g  mi f f  r a g e ,  m a s c u l i n e  a p p a r e l  dm women, he a r g u e d ,  was 

condemned In t h e  B i b l e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Adams c l a i m e d ,  "my mot he r  nevc.r 

, wore  bloomer . s . "  I l l s  m o t h e r  a p p a r e n t l y  was t l ie woman to whom .tie I g h h o u r y  

hood women w e n t  f o r  "ad  v i c e . a b o u t  l l i e t r  b a b l . e s  and  e ve ry  t h I ng e . l s e . " -  

The women. I p . b l o o m e r s , .were no t  o n l y  condemned bu t  r i d i c u l e d .  T f  whTP 

s t r o n g l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  'New Women'  wou 1d l o s e ,  t h e l r  f e m i n i n i t y  by  

■adopt ing t h i s  mode of  d r e s s .  ' ,

Now, Tommy, d e a r ,  j u s t  run down s t a l r . s , a n d  g e t  your  papa ' s  
. shawl  ; . . ' ' . ' . ' -
I  m u s t n ' t  make you mo t h e r  w a i t  -  we ' r e  ' goi ng t o  t h e  h a l l ,
I l e f t '  h e r  In  t h e  d i n i n g  room a t  h e r  c lgar . s  and wine ;
She  l o o k s  s o  b r a v e  and m a ^ l y  I n  t h a t  new dres . y  s u i t  of  
m i n e . , ■ . ' ■
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I f  t h e r e '  w e r e  foar . y  t lia t d r e s s  r e f o r m  c o u l d '  c h s n g e  women I n f o  men,

equa  I 1 y g t'eo t was t h e  f e a r  of  what_infgt i t  happen  to men a s  t h e y  became

d o mi n a t e d  hy t h e i r  p a r t n e r s .  -

I n  Nova ' S c o t i a ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  c o r s e t s  was h o t l y  d e b a t e d .  Nova

S c o t i a n s  r e a d  t h a t  Dr. R. ' J.  Bl pckhan i  o f  E n g l a n d  t i i o n g h t  " c o r s e t s  a r e

_ d e . a i r . a h l e  l ^ e c a n s e  mo s t  wo me n we' ar  t h e m . "  S o c i e t y  w r i t e r  La d y  . i anc

pr omot ed  tliem and v i g o r o u s l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  " t h o s e  h o r r i d ' s  t r o n g -

i n i nded  women ,  who s h o u l d  by r i g h t s  .be men,  c o n s t a n t l y  b r i n g f i n g j  a

b i u s h . t o  o u r  c h e e k s  by m' akjng a l l  ' s o r t . s  o f  . s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e m . "

C o r s e t s ,  s h e  f e l t . ,  c o u l d  e v e n  h e l p  t h e  com pi  e x i o n .  "Orte o f  t h e  m o s t

■ b e a u t i f u l  co m p’i e x i-ons -I ...' eve r ,  s a w  i s  owned  by a C a n a d i a n  woman who

w e a r s  h e r  s t a y s  so t i g h t  t h a t  .she c a n ' t ,  Co s a v e  h e r  l i f e ,  t a k e  a 1 on g

b r e a t h . "  On t h e  . o t h e r  h a n d ,  a " s  t a y l  es-s' !-Arne r i c a n  woman p o s s e s s e d  a

" t h i c k ,  muddy,  c o a r s e  c o mp l e x i o n . "  Lady Jane. .yyas c e r t a i n  t h a t  any man
. . ' ' - - ' . -

who a d v o c a t e d  a b o l i . s h i n g  c o r s e t s  had n e v e r  dancelp w i t h  women who d i d

not  wea r  them.  "How h o r r i d  .she f e e l s ,  a l l  .§.g_ff>"'lind f l a b b y  and squashy? '

■Surely a ' f i r m ,  p l i a b l e  g r a c e f u l  f i g u r e  i s  much n i c e r  t o  dance  w i t h  t ha n

one of  t h o s e  f l a b b y , ,  f l e s h y  k i nd  o f  thing. s . "  .

I ' hose who opposed c o r s e t s - c o u l d  be even more d i r e c t  and u n s u b f l e

, . i n  t h e !  r ■ c r i  C ique  ; . ' ■ . > '

Here I l e s  a g i r l  , .
Whose b r i e f ,  b r i e f  days  ■ . -
W e r e b r i e f e r s t i l l ' -  . ■ '

• I IFor  we a r i n g  s t a y s . . • ? .

Many Nova . Scot  i a n  wom'en e s t a b l i s h e d  a c r  i t i que  o f  f a s h i o n  t h a t  

e x t e n d e d  beyond mere  c o r s e t s .  Out of  t h i s  c r i t i q u e  i n  g e n ' e r a l  chine a 

d e e p e r  a n a l y s i s  o f  ■ c'ons u m e r  i  s m , c a p i t a l i s t  m a t e r i a l i s m  and t h e  r o l e
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won\en p l a y e d  In m o d e r n  n o c l e t y -  Tn 1883 a fern r i l e  " C i t i z e n  ' p i  li>e
. - . . ' ' I

World" 'I'Jrote t o  t h e  Acadi an  R e c o r d e r ,  and coramoiited on t he  I nc r e a s e  tn

c r i m e  I n  a t i m e  when  a p e r s o n  s e e m i n g l y  c o u l d  o c q n l . r c  a, 1 1 r.tia't. t h e y  ■

.needed In a l e g i t i m a t e  manner .  Wt iat .was s t a r t  I l ag about  t!i!.'i warn t ha t

" t h e  man I n  h i g h  pot î i t lo.n of  t r u s t "  now s t ood,  "upon tt ie same p l a t  form

a;: t h e  F e l o n . "  W h i l e  tlic. p o o r  man ,  d r i v e n  by IVunger wn.s r o n d e m n e d  by,

s o c i e t y , '  t i l  a t  s a m e  s o c i e t y  r e g a r d e d  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s  c r l i n t n , - i l  w 11 li

amusement  .or  I n d i f f e r e n c e .  I t  was t i m e  t o ' e x a m i n e  ttie cause  of  such  an

o c c u r r e n c e .  O f t e n ,  " Ci t i zen" ,  f e l t ,  women we re re.sponS t bl c . I t  wa.s

t h a t  v a m p i r e  -  f o s l i l on  -  t l i a t  I s  d e s t r o y i n g  so 'many liomes;
. and t o  keep  pace w i t h  I t s  mad c h a n g e s ,  women u n c o n s c i o u s l y  
a r e  becomi ng  no t  h e l p e r s ,  of  t h e i r  hu. shands ,  h u t ’- a r e  d r e g s  - 
o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  and t u r n i n g  t i ie q u i e t  nest -  of  iiome I n t o  a 
t r o u b l e d  s e a  of  wo r r y ,  doub t  rind d e s p a i r  F a s h i o n s  raaicc
a s l a v e  o f  women, '  k e e p s  f h e  p u r s e  e v e r  c r y i n g  " g i v e , '
g i v e . '  ' . -

Upper  cla.ss.  women,  " C i t i ze n " -  t h o u g h t ,  .must  .siiow "t i ie I r  l o w l i e r  . s t . s t e r s"

t h a t ' . s u c h  d i s p l a y '  was  n o t - " c u 1 t u r  e ri’." Such  f l a m b o y a n t  d i s p l a y s  o f '

f a s h i o n  w o r e  o f t e n  c o n de ml a e d ,  a s  was  H a l i f a x  s o c i e t y  In gc n e m l .  "1

d o n ' t  mean  t o  sa  y . t i ie men a r e  s n o b s ,  n o t  a h i t , "  . sa id  " Ad a m Plioo I e"’ i n

.1887.  " I t  l.s t h e  women." He ' c h a r g e d  t h e  women of  H a l i f a x  wl.ct! being.

e a g e r  " t o  c a t c l i  a s o l ^ l q r " .  Mos t  w e r e  " v a i n ,  v u l g a r ,  .se i f i .sli - and

u n p r i n c i p l e d . "  ' Many women a g r e e d .  A '-' lady" wr o t e  In 1888: . , .

Can . t h e r e  -be iio t i l i n g  do n e  t o  s t e r n  t i l l s  t o r r e n t ,  o f  
" s oc i . e t y"  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  l ias t a k e n  p o s s e s s  I o n ' o f  our  s m a l l . '  
d i s t r i c t s ?  I Ha.s t h e  p r 1 c d o f  f i s h  g o n e  up bo .s.ucii a n  
e x t e n t  w i t h i n  t wo  Or t h r e e  y e a r s  t l i a t  we c.an a l iand on .

. o u r s e l v e s  t o  t a k i n g  a r t  I n ,  o r  r e c o r d i n g  " s o c i e t y "  m o v e -  
ï n e n t s .

Tn a l e c t u r e  r e p r i n t e d  -in'  t l i e  Acad f a n  R e c o r d e r  I n  189 7, Rev.  l a m e s  

E i . l l o t ,  p a s t o r  of  a T o r o n t o  Metli.od 1s t  Church .condemned " . s e l f i s h  J nd I -- 

v l d u a l l s r a . "  . L i k e . " Ema nc i pa t e d  Woman" ahd " C i t i z e n  of t he  World" he s a w
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‘cl' g r o w i n g  p r ob l e m In s o c i e t y .  S e l f i s h  I n d i v i d u a l i s m  he c l a i m e d  c u r s e d  

t he  hoiire, t r a d e  and l e g i s l a t i o n ;  " S e l f i s h  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  c r u s h e s  t h e  

weak -  i n d e e d ,  i t  would e x t r a c t  t he  l a s t  d r o p  o f  b l ood  f rom t h e i r  v e i n s  

• coul d  I t  be s o l d  f o r  a d o l l a r . "  • F . l l l o t  =and many o t h e r s  ^ e i t h e r  r e f u s e d  

' o r . f a i i e d  t o  a r g u e  For .  ah end  t o  wage  l a b o u r ,  b u t  t h e i r  a t , t a c k ’ on t h e  

a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  w e a l t h  s h o v s  a 'c r  1.1 i q u.e t  h a t wafe mo r e  S o p h i s t i c a t e d  

t han  t u r n - o f  t he  < n n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  would s u b s e q u e n t l y  a d v o c a t e .  “

. I f  many women ' we r e  q u e s t i o n i n g  and d i s c a r d i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l

n o t i o n s  of  ' s e x u a l i t y  and m a r r i a g e ,  many o t h e r s  . s t i l l  saw • m a r r i a g e  -as 

t he  ' on l y  l e g i t i m a t e  goa' i  of  women.  " D o c s t i c k s "  In t he  Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  

' no t ed  t l i a t  In t h e o r y  women cou j d  r ema i n  s i n g l e ' a n d  m a i n t a i n  ay c a r e e r ,  

ye t  b e c a u s e  " t h e  sex Is 1 de l  l.ned tt> be i m p u l s i v e , "  o f t e n t i m e s ,  aj p r o m i s -  - 

t u g  c a r d e r ,  w a s .  d i s c a r d e d  i n  f a v o u r  "of  m a r r i a g e .  T h e  b e l i e f  t h ' a t  a 

wo map 'CO ill d n o t  ' h a v e  b o t h ,  a c a r e e r  and m a r r i a g e  .was c o m m o n p l a c e ,  a t

l . eas t  'among women o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s .  Many women wer e  r e l u c t a n t  fo 

c h o s e  a c a r e e r  a t  t h e  gxpen. s ' e o f  m a r r i a g e .  fhu-.s , , a s  • t h e  I 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

c losbcl ,  w i t h  i t .s g r o wi n g  cl.a.os ■ d l v i s i o n s  , ' and l a b o u r  r a d i c a l i s m ,  no t  ' to 

m e n t i o n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i n a b i l i t y ,  o f  -many F rim 1 i l e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a l a r g e

I m m e d i a t e  h o m e - c i r c l e  o f  a d u l t . s ,  r e f o r m e r s  p l a c e d . a  m o r e  i n t . ensd.
. ■ . T  :

. ' ' : \  ' 
emphas i.s on, m a r r i a g e .  • . ' , ',

' The 'Nor th Amer i can  R e v i e w - i n  1895 u r g e d  men to mar-r-y'. \A s i n g l e  

' man,  I t  "c 1 al -med , dooms  a woman t o  c e l i b a c y ,  and  ' :dé f r a p d s  h i m s e l f  of ' " ' 

t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  .mentAl  and mo r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ' os-wel l . ^ as s t u n t i n g  

hl . s m a n h o o d ,  and  i m p o v e r i s h i n g  h i .9 he' à. r t  and b r a i n . '  I t  was. ,  c l a i m ’ed 

t lie.  a r t i c l e ;  " r a c e  r e  s p ô n s  i  b i l l  t  y '' t o  i n a r r y ,  ." Does  t ' i  c k.s " r e f e r r e d  

t h o s e  men who were  u n t a u g h t  i n  l o v e ma k i n g  t o  ?n a r t i c l e . i n  the. New .York '.
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- . . . . , .

' Hotnp J o u r n a l . T!\e'-a r  t t e l  c s ug f j e s t e d  t h a t  both  hahp t  I y marr t -ed coaple.a 

and covip 1 es ■■ con t e mpl  a t ( ng I n a r r l n g e  forra cl vib.s. Then t h e  m a r r i e d  p a i r ,

. c o u l d  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  o t h e r  meinhors w i t h  "a f a l c h f u l ' a n d  r e a l l s t l r ,  r end I -  

t l o n  of  t he  p r i n c i p a l  s c e n e s  In t he . l r  c o u r t s h i p  e n d i n g  t h e  p e r i o t m a n c e  ■ 

. w i t h  t h e  g r a n d  and a f f e c t i n g  s c e n e  In w h i c h  t h e  t h r I  I I 1ng- nnd sou  I 

s t i r r i n g  q u e s t i o n  was  p u t -  and a n s w e r e d - " *  ' . The ' cm p hah  I s on t h e  

I m p o r t a n c e  and s a n c t i t y  o f  m a r r i a g e  permen t ed  a l l  a spec  t s of c o u r t s h i p .

S l h c c  d i v o r c e ' was s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d - s c a n d a l o u s  -  ' l e t  them l i v e

■' ■ ■ - ' '■ : , '
apar- t  bu t  l e t  them r emember  t h a t - t l i e y  a r e  man and wi f e "  and becaus e '

' r e m a r r i a g e  was "ju. s t  a n o t h e r  name f o r  s i n  / '  'women were  o f t e n  c a u t i o n e d '

•about choo. s lng hus bands  wl . se l y .  Fo'r e x a mp l e ,  a, young, man "whose neck

f a l l ' s  I n  f o l d s  l , lve.s. fto q a t  and d r i n k " .  A' man .su,ch as  t h i s  I.s "set 11 sh

. ' ' ' ^ ^  ' ' h '
^nd . s t u p i d  ’ a nd  l o v e s  t i l s  m e a t ' a n d  dt^Jtnk f.;ir. b e t t e r  t h a n  he can  e v e r

l o v e  h i s  w i f e . " .  Of c o u r s - e ,  a f t e r  1 o ca  1 1 ng , o n e ' .s. I d e a l  m a t e , '  mo t  he r.y1

' ■ i f ,

ahd da u g l f t e r s  n e e d e d -,to . o b t a l n Va  p r o p o s a l  . "Lady Jan'c" a r gued  w i t h  an

a r t i c l e  whi ch c l a i m e d  ' t h a t  n e i t h e r  -gardoii  p a r t l e . s  o r  f i v e - o ' c l o c k  te.-i

would'  " l e n d  t o  ma t r i mony . "  ;

When a :mah has d i n e d  w e l l  and had a l i t t . l e  wi n e ,  h e ' i s  a p t  - '
t o  f e e l  com I o r t n b , l e ' a n d  p e r h a p s . a  I’l t t l e  maud bln,  and tl ihn 

■ a f t e r  d i n n e r  t h e  g l f ' l  . s i ngs  - s e n t i m e n t a l  ■ song.s t o  hi  in and,  
h e  t h i n k ' s  I t  I s  a b o u t  ' t ' l  m c he  s e t t  l e d  ^down and he I s n ' t  
s o  c a u t i o u s  he wa.s in t he  a f t e r n o o n -  and no he propo.sc.s 
more,  e a s i l y .  - ' '  ' , . , ■ .

' .Of  c h u r s e  men had t h e i r  p a r t . - t o  p l a y  In th I.s game,  and t i iey .were, 

o f t e n  b e r a t e d  f o e ' s e l  F i s h l y  s p e n d i n g  money-at . "  cl ubs'  r a t h e r  th.an, s a v i n g  

I t ,  hud . f o r  no' t  . p a r t i c i p â t  i.ng i n  dance . s  and o t h e r - a c t  i v i t i e s / ;  They 

h a d ;  s a i d  " J o a n " , - ,  a . s o c . l e t y  w r i t e r ,  " n p  s e n s e  o f ' s o c i a l  o b l i g a f l o n / '  

■ I n s t e a d ' o f  p a r t n e r i n g  t h e  g i r l s  " h a l f  t h e  men w i l l  c o n g r e g a t e  In t h e
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yraoklng ■ room ■ while,  d i e '  g i r l s  ho l d  up t l i e . w a l l  In t he  b a l l r o o m . "  Whi l e

" J o a n "  b l a m e d  t h e  s e l f i s h n e s s  of  y o u n g  men f o r  t h i s ,  "Omega" I n  1902

c l a i m e d  o t h e r w i s e .  ' These  s o c i e t y  women "of  whom ' J oan '  I s  t h e  s p e c i a l

c h a m p i o n , "  2Cmega" c l a i m e d ,  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  h u s  b a n d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  :

p r e t e n s i o n s ^  t h e i r  I d l e n e s s ,  ahd t h e i r  l a c k  of; k n o w l e d g e  o f  p r o p e r

l i o u s e - r k e e p l n g .  "One who I s  I n t e r e s t e d "  r e s p o n d e d  t o  "Omega"  and

s u g g e s  t  ed.  t  lia t'  m en s h o u l d  l o o k  fo r  m i d d l e  c l a s s  g i r l s  "who h a v e  s ome  .
f  “  '  '

pur pose  In l i f e "  r a t h e r  t h a n  t he  s o c l e . t y  g i r l s '  who .had l i t t l e  t r a i n i n g

i n  domes1 1 c mat t e r . s ' . *^  ■ '

Alohg w i t h  t he  Impor t . ance  o f  ma r r l . a g e , t h e r e  was more .and j nor e  

s t r e s s  l a i d  on t h e  v a l u e . o f  ' h o me '  and w o m a n ' s  r o l e  1-n I t .  . M a r r i a g e  

s .a I d Rev.  W. .1. A r m l t a g e  a t  8 1 . P a u l ' s  C h u r c h  was  t h e  me a n s  to. 2 p r o ­

mote human h a p p i n e s s ,  t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  bl e . ss ing. s  of  a home’ l i f e ,  s p r e a d  

the.  h u m a n  r a c é  a n d  ( b e ]  . . . .  t h e  . v e r y  . n u r s e r y  o f  h e a v e n , "  The  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o'f th Ls I n s t i t u t i o n -  f e l l  t o  women.  Par  a iphras ! ng an "o l d  

a u t h o r "  Ar ml t a g e .  n o t e d  t h r e e  t h i n g s  a w i f e  s l i o u l d  b e ,  .and p a r a d o x ­

i c a l l y ,  s h o u l d  not  be.  ' . .

1. She s h o u l d  be  l i k e  a s n a i l  t o  k e e p  w i t h i n  h e r  own 
. h o u s e  b u t  s h e  s h o u l d  n o t  be l i k e  t h e  s n a i l  t o  c a r r y  a l l  

. ' .she h a s  up  on h e r  h a c k .  ' ■ "

2. She  sl iot i . ld be  l i k e  an  e c h o ,  t o  s p e a k  .when s p o k e n '  t o  ; 
bu t  s he  s h o u l d  n o t  be l i k e  an, echo a l w a y s  to have  t h e  l a s t

-  ' w o r d  ■ ■ . '

3. She s h o u l d  be l i k e ’a t o wn  c l o c k ,  a l w a y s  t o  k e e p  t i m e  .' 
a nd  r e g u l a r i t y ;  b u t  s h e  s h o u l d  n o t  be l i k e . a  t o w n  c l o c k
Chat  s p e a k .3 .so l o u d l y  that ,  a l l  t h e  t own may ' hear  h e r .  . ' '

Ar ml t a g e  a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t  s ubml s . s l on  whs.  t h e  " r u l i n g  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  

go v e r n s  t he  w i f e ' s  p a r t  In m a r r i a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  -he a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  some
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p e o p l e  In m o d e r n  ! 9t l \  c e n C n r  y. Gn nad  a w o n l d  f i n d  f a u l t . w i t h  t h  I a n o ­

t i o n  . *  ̂ . . '

 ̂ ■

I f  woroen wer e  to be s u b m i s s i v e  h o w t v e r ,  t hey  were a l s o  ft') e x e r t  

t l i e l r  I n f l u e n c e  on men and on s o c i e t y .  "We demand p u r i t y  In women; l e t  

women demand pvi r l ty.  In mon," s a i d  Mr. C r o s s l e y  a t  the. D'nlon e v a n g e l i c a l  

s e r v l c e . s .  I ndeed , ,  by t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  liad l ineded t he  

c a l l .  Us ing ' t h e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  o f  won|6n' s moral  p u r i t y  .and 

s p e c l . ? !  n u r t u r i n g  a b i l i t i e s ,  r e f o r m e r s  f r i e d ,  iho m a f t n r  how I t  d i s ­

g u s t e d  them,  t o  b r i n g  f a l l e n  women up t o  tlie sa/ne l i ' ve l  as t i iem.sel ves .  

Whi l e  s p e c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  For ' pro.s 11 l u t e s  and f a l l e n  women'  h a d l<(>ng 

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n ,  of '  t h e  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  t r i e d  tn 

e n f o r c e  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d  In . o r d e r  t o  . .save a l l  of  • . 

s o c i e t y .  - Some women a p p l i e d  t l i e I r own p e r s o n a l  m o r a l  - a t n n d n r d . s  to 

. soc i e t y .  One woman e xc us e d  h e r  v a n d a l i s m  of  a new l i b r a r y  book becnrimc 

she. f e l t  I t s  v i ews-  a-ad t h o u g h t . s , wer e  wrong.  Ot h e r  r e f o r m e r s  u.scd tlie 

g r o w i n g  I n f l u e n c e  o f  women’s o rgan I x a t  I 0113 t o  a t t a c k  I mm ora  1 I t y . -

■ - By t h e  . t u r n  ,oE t l i e  c e n t u r y  f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  w e r e  c h a l l e n g l n . g  

e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  mi gh t  o f f e n d  o r , a l t e r  t h e  I r mor a l  . s tandard. s .  . .le.s s In 

S m i t h ,  - S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of. t h e  W.C.Ï.U.  S o c i a l  P u r i t y  D e p a r t m e n t  c a u ­

t i o n e d  abou t  t h e  dange r s  o f  school ,  outhousc . s .  "lioys and g i r  ls  have to . 

d o d g e  e a c h  o t h e r  and modes  t y  I s  In d a n g e r  o f  . s t r a n g u l a t i o n , "  .she 

c l a i m e d .  .In 1907 t he  H a l i f a x  Loca l  Co u n c i l  o f  Women O b j e c t l o n a l  i d t e r -  

a t u r e  . Commi t t e e  drew up a r e . s o l u t l o n  s u g g e s t i n g  t ha t ,  t he  Po.st O f f i c e  

s u p p r e s s  p a p e r s  p r i n t i n g  I 'mmcral  ' de t a l l . s .  In t he  same y e a r  t h e y  com­

p l a i n e d  a b o u t  w r i t i n g  on t he  b a t h i n g  hou.se.s'  w a l l s ,  w a l l s  t h a t  p'erliap.s 

s h o u l d  be- washed d a l l y .  They a l s o  t r i e d  t o  de t ec t . ,  any b r e e c h  of  mo r a l s
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. t l i a t  mi gh t  o c c u r .  One i^ucli o c c u r o n c e  wan In  Se p t e mb e r  1907 when "bad” 

p o s t c a r d s  wer e  found,  a n o t h e r ,  was when a " ve r y  bad book" was fognd In 

c i r c u l a t i o n  In  a town l i b r a r y  In Oc t o b e r  1909. Th i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

o f f e n s i v e ,  Mlsfj Mary R i t c h i e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  many more p e o p l e  cou l d  • 

p a y  f i v e  c e n t s  t o  b o r r o w  a bo o k  t h a n  c o u l d  buy I t .  Dr .  R i t c h i e  a l s o  

r e p o r t e d  a 1 t h i s  m V e t l n g  t h,a t s h e  had  w r i t t e n  I, o t h e  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  ■ 

a b o u t  p o s t c a r d  shows ' ;  he had ' o rd e r e d  t wo o f  t h e s e  c a r d s  w i t h d r a w n .

- s i m i l a r l y  In 191Ô t he  Pe . r n l c i o u s  L i t e r a t u r e  d e p a r t m e n t  of  t he  H a l i f a x  

L.C.W. wo r k e d  to s u p p r e s s  p r i z e  f Igl i  t, p i  c t  u r e .s , . s t o p p e d  a p l a y  b i l l e d  

f o r  iW.ic Academy and had v a r i o u s '  p i c t u r e s  r emoved and books s u p p r e s s e d .  

T h o s e  r e f o r m e r . s  a l . so  m e n t i o n e d  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  s o r t  o f  r e a d i n g

m a t e r i a l  t h a t  l i t t l e  h o y s  h a d .  They  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  bad b o o k s  w e r e

'  ' , :  • .

a.o.crot ly d i s t r i b u t e d  to the.se c h i l d r e n .  "Keep away f rom t h e s e  godle.s.s

p rod u'c 1 1 ons  , " wa r i i ed  Rev.  F a t h e r  Ht h . e be r t ,  à t  S t .  M a r y ' s  C a t h e d r a l  

They were " I n c u l c a t i n g  s o c i e t y  w i t h  vémenous  s n a k e - l i k e -  poison.".^-®

These  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  i mmo r a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p l a y . s , and a r t  wer e  a l l  

p a j ' t  o f  t h e  m a t e r n a l  f e . m i n l s t  c r i t i q u e .  ' S t e e p e d  In-  the .  be 11 c f o f  

woman. ' s  Q upe  r  lo r  .1110 r  a I i  t y  , m i d d l e  c l a s s  women u s e d  t h e ' l r ' ' n o w ‘ e.s t a b -  

l i rdied ' p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  . sphere i n  o r d e r  ' t o  Impose t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s  

o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v i o u r  on a l l  women. Only t h e  work o f  " pur e"  mi dd l e '  

cla. ss  'women c o u l d  s t o p  w i d e s p r e a d  . i m m o r a l i t y  and s o c i a l  d e g c e d a t l o n .  

'Unis t'he^ m i d d l e  c l a s s  r e f o r m e r s . o f  t h e  e a r l y  20 t h  c e n t u r y  Cackl ed  not  

on l y  .such p r o b l e ms  a.s s l um h o u s i n g |  f e e b l e - m i n d e d  c h i l d r e n ,  ,nnd i n s u f ­

f i c i e n t  p l a y g r o u n d s ,  b u t  Impure  l i t e r a t u r e  ;is wel-l .  The. m a i n t e n a n c e  

and s a f e t y  of  . t h e i r , o w n  homes and f a m i l i e s  was’ f o r e m o s t  In t h e i r  minds .
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Gone was tlie c a r l  1er  c r i t i q u e  of  t he  c onc e p t  Iona  of  fern a 1e n c x n a l t t y ,

f a s h i o n  and c a p i t a l i s t  m a t e r i a l i s m .  . '

The c r i t i q u e  of '  s e x u a l i t y ,  m a r r i a g e  and c o n s u me r i s m a d v o c n t e d  hy

f e m i n i s t  r e f o r m e r s  of  t h e  l a t e  19 th c e n t u r y  c o l l a p s e d ,  g i v i n g  way a t

t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  ma f e r n - n l  f e m ' l n l . s t  m o v e m e n t .

W h i l e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  ha d  n e v e r  h e t n . t o t a l l y  d i s c a r d e d ,  t h e

e a r l y  r e f o r m e r s  had a d v o c a t e d  a' more c o o p e r a t i v e  and equa l  . s t a t u s  for

women I n  m a r . r l a g e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  ç a l l s  by t h e  'New Women'  f o r '  d r e s s

r e f o r m  w e r e  b a s e d  on .more cha.n-“ t-artues o f  h e a l t h  and c o m f o r t ;  t h e y

I n v o l v e d  a c r - l t l q u e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e x p l o  I t  1 ve . n a t u r e  of  woma n ' s  
‘ • ' ■ ■ ■ 

d r e s s .  Rven more I m p o r t a n t  t o  Che woman'.? movement  was t he  c r i t i q u e  of

c o n s u m e r i s m  and  m a t e r i a l i s m .  H'y Che t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y , h o w e v e r ,  

th ' esc  I d e a s  had been,  r e p l a c e d  by m a t e r n a l  Femi ni sm and . I t s  more t r a d i ­

t i o n a l  n o t i o n  of  women' s  p l a c e  In home a nd ' s o c i e t y .  Women's r o l e  had

been e n l a r g e d .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  ' mother  and w i f e ;  as.  a ma j o r  consume r she

1 9had now become an 1 mp o r t a n t  l e g  11 1 ma t o r  o f  t he  c a p i t a l  1s t  ar.dev.
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CHAPTER 5

"The P o l i t i c a l  A w aren ess  o f  Women R eform ers  In  
V i c t o r i a n  Nova S c o t i a :  From 'S ex^ less  C i t i z e n s h i p '  t o

Community H o u s e k e e p e r s ”

F e m a l e  ml d f l l e  c l a s s  R e f o r m e r s  o f  l a t e  n 1 ne t  e'en t h c e n  tvi r  y No vn 

S c o t l o  s t r u g g l e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n . . In t h i s  s t r u g g l e  t hey  drew 

upon a n . e c l e c t i c  mi x  o f  I d e a s  t h a t  r a n g e d  f r o m d r e a m s  o f  s o c i a l  and

e c onomi c  e q u a l i t y , '  t o  f ru.s t  r  a t  i o n s  w i t h  a t t i t u d e s  o f  ma l e  . p o l i t i c i a n s ,

■ . \  ■ . 
t o  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t he  f r a n c h i s e  wa.s needed t o ' e x t - e n d  woman' s  ' p r o p e r '

r o l e '  as; h o u s e k e e p e r  .and mo t h e r  of  s o c i e t y .  Whi l e  I t  Is t r u e  t .hat  many 

women ' shunned  t he  t h o u g h t  of. p o l l  t I ' ca l  a c t i v i t y  of  any s o r t ,  - t h e r e  were  

many o t h e r s  who a d d r e s s e d  t he  p r ob l em of  f e m a l e  s u f f r a g e .  If  f e m i n i s t s  

w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n f i d e n t  and out . s  p o k e n  I n  t h e  18 8 0 ' s and e a r l y  

1 890 ' s , a f t e r  1898 s u f f r a g i s m  l o s t  I t s  moni en t um.  When s u f f r a g i s t s  

r e g r o u p e d  a t  t he  end of  t h e  F i r s t  decade  of., t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t hey  

c i rgupd a l m o . s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m a m a t e r n a l  f h m l n i s t .  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

E v e n t u a l l y  t h e y  'won t h e  v o t e .  When t h e  g o v e r n me n t  found ,l,t p o l i t i c a l l y  

e x p e d i e n t  I t  g r a n t e d  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  t o  women a s  a r e w a r d  f o r  t h e  wo r k  

and . s a c r i f i c e s  t h a t ,  t h e y ,  as wlve.s and m o t h e r s ,  had en d u r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  wa r  y e a r s .  • -

■ Rut I f  t h e s e  r e f o r m e r s  won v t c t o r l e . s  In t he  p u b l i c  p p h e r e  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m ,  t h e y  l o s t  much more.  T h e i r  g r o w i n g  p o l i t ­

i c a l  acumen,  t h e i r  b e l i e f  In s e x l e s s  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and t h e i r  . chance  f o r  

s o c i a l  and economi c  e q u a l i t y  were  a l l  c a s u a l t i e s  of  t h i s  m n t e r n a l l s t  

p e r s u a s i o n . '  Nova S c o t i a n  r e f o r m e r s  fo r med  a new p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r .  As
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w e . ' . s h a H  see, ,  h o w e v e r ,  I t - w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  one  . tl\e e a r l y  

F e m i n i s t s  e n v i s i o n e d .

I n  t h e  I a s  t q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h '  r e n t  n r  y. many women ■ 

re  Former s  s t r u c k  out  on t h e i r  own,  no t  on l y  to p r omot e  s u f Fr a x e , . bn t 11) 

o F f e r '  o p i n i o n s  cm l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  qviest I  o n » . In  1881,  f o r  

ex a mp l e ,  "Fi lnerya" ,  an o c c a s i o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  t o  ,t he  H a l i f a x  Acad I an 

R e c o r d e r ,. w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of.  Nova S c o t i a  p r o s i j ^ r l  t y  and" t h e -  

b e n e f i t . » ' o f  e.s t a b l l . s h !  ng a c o t t o n  I n d u s t r y .  She commented t h a t  she  was 

" w e l l  a w a r e  t h a t  i t  I s  un ' us ' ua l  f o r  a woman t o  m e d d l e  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  

a f f a i r s " ;  h a d . l t  h o t  b e e n  Fo r  r e c e n t  f o r a y s  I n t o  d i e  p u b l i c  . sphere ,  by '
V  . .  '  .

h e r  s e x  s h e  w o u l d  h a v e  a p o l o g i z e d . ^  O b v i o u s l y  some  women-we r e  . c on ­

f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  s e x  s h o u l d  p l a y  ,n l a r g e r  r o l e  In  t i i e  pol  I t I . c a l  and 

e c onomi c  l i f e  o f  t he  communi t y .  ’ '

Whi l e  many men ' and women a c c e p t e d  t h e  movement  of  women -Into the

■publ i c  s p h e r e  as r i g h t  and j u s t ,  t h e r e  y e f e  o t h e r s  who c o n t e m p l a t e d  I t  .:

w i t h  h o r r o r . .  C h u r c h  o F f l c l a l s ,  For  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  , o p p o s e d  t h e  e a r l y  

. s u f f r a g e  movement .  Occ'a.s i o n a l l y  even women'.» p a r t i c i p a t i o n  In chu r ch  

m . a l t e r s  was  s u s p e c t .  Tn t h e  New B r u n s w i c k  Synod o f  t h e  C h u r c h  of  ' j --J

England a h e a t e d  d I s  eus  s i  on a r o s e  o v e r  t he  que . s t l on  o f  women'.» e l i g i ­

b i l i t y  t o  v o t e  In c h u r c h  m a t t e r s .  Wht-Le. Nova Scot  i an  Rev. P. H. A! mon

f e . l t ' t h a t  w.otnen w e r e  much m o r e  c o m p e t e n t  t h a n  .men In' c a r r  y I n g . '6 u t

' ■ ■ " - , ' 
c h u r c h  bu.s i n c s s , t h e  Bi shop  f e l t  t h a t  . sexual  e q u a l i t y  would be d a n g e r ­

ous' '  f o r  women. He b e l i e v e d  Chat  "women won Id r l e t e r l o r a C e "  f rom t h e i r  

t r ue ,  r o l e  .as " m a n ' s  h e l p m a t e . "  ' He u s e d  an I m a g i n a r y  s c e n e  f r o m  t h e  

,Br l  t  i s h  Hôijg e o f  Commons ,  " t h e  I r i s h m e n . p a v i n g  on one  a i d e ,  and t h e  

women r a v i n g  on t h e  o t h e r "  t o  i l  l us  t  ra  t e  hf.a p o i n t .  Vo t i ng  r i gh t s . '  In
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t h e  c h u r c h ,  . d e s p i t e  Rev. Canon ' B r l g s t o c k ' s  'cl aim t h a t  t h e y  have  "got  , to 

come someday" ,  were  . s u b s e q u e n t ! y v o t e d  d o wn . '  ,

. Women,  a s  w e l l ,  a s  m e n , .were  idl . vided on Che q u e s t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  

•service. '  In an a r t  1 c l e  _ent 1 C le'd " Woman's G r e a t e s t  Danger” , t h e  L a d l e s  . 

Home ■ J,oiir n a l  f e l t  t h a t  women be l onge d  i n .  t h e  home '.'and nowher e  el . se." 

She w o u l d  p e r f o r m  h e r  g - r c a t e . s t  d u t y  . t o  d i e r  God,  h e r  f a m i l y  and  m a n ­

k i n d " . I f  she  kep t  e v i l  f rom he r  home no ma t t ^_ . hOw Tcampant p u b l i c  e v i l s

'  b e c a m l l -  \  . : / / ' '  \  - . V:

T h e ' a p p a r e n t  t h r e a t  lo home l i f e ,  i n d e e d  t o  t h e  v e r y  s t r u c t u r e  of
/  . ' .

ooc ! e t .y,.  wp.s O'.rly one o b j e c t i o n  o f . ' t h e  a n 1 1 -  s u f  f r  a g i  .s t ,s.- Many men,  and 

even .some w(^te.n, b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f^male. s  d i d  no t  p o s s e s s  t h e  I n t e l  l ec t ua . l
- \  ■ ■ " L .

o r  emoc l ona l -  v. lgour  needed In p u b l i c  l i f e .  An e d i t o r i a l  In t l ie H a l i f a x  

Ac a d i a n  Re c o r d e r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  woman' s  " n a t u r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

( n ] o r . h e r  u s u a l  t r a i n i n g  h a v e ' f i t t e d  h e r  t o  s h i n e "  I n  a r e a s  o f  p o l i t -  

. 1 e a 1 c-on t  cQVe rs'.y whe r e  . both"  "ca  1 m and  l o g i c a l  h a n d l i n g "  w e r e  n e e d e d .  

T h e - p u r p h s e  o f  f r a n c h i s e ,  l a w s  wa.s t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  "anyb . ody  r e a s o n a b l y  

q u a l i f i e d "  was p e r m i t t e d  to v o t e .  - "The- a v e r a g e  wonuan I.s n o t  . r e a s o n a b l y  

qua 11 f l ed  Co e x e r c l . s e  t h a t  p r i v i l e g e  ' . i n t e l l i g e n t l y . " ^ '  ' ,

A n h t h e r ' m n j o f  . a n t i s u f f r a g i s t '  a r g u me n t  s u g g e s t e d  t l i a t  women would 

. l o g e  t h e i r  F e m l n l  ne q u a l I t  l e s  1 f t h e y  e n t e r e d  t h e  p u b l i c  r e a l m .  Not  

on l y  were  men b e t t e r  q u a i l  f l e d  t p  v o t e ,  bu t  as t h e y  headed  ■ the'-, f a m i l y  

t h e i r  o ' p l n l ons  s h o u l d  r e ma i n  u n q u e s t i o n e d .  When a C u m b e r l a n d  C o u n t y  

' L l e c t o r '  w r o t e . .s t i l  t I n g l y  t o  t h e  Ha l i f ax .  D a i l y  Echo he e x p r e s s e d  v i ews '  

t h a t  we r e  commonpl ace .  " T h e r e  i s  none t o o  much of  a p l e a s a n t . s t a t e  of  

good  f e e l  1 ng b e t w e e n  t h e  g p x e g  now t o  a d m i t  a n y  mo r e  c a u s e . o f  d i s ­

t u r b a n c e s .  ■ Tlie. mo r e  c o m m o n l y  women mi x  w i t h  men . . .  t h e  m o r e  t h e y
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b e  come'  1 I k e  men. "  O b v i o u s l y  t h e  F e a r  of  c l q m e s t l c  s t r i f e  •avid u n s e x e d  

women was r e a l  and p e r v a s i v e .

I f  i h e  t h r e a t s  Co womanhood were  g r e a t ,  t hé  p e r c e i v e d  danger ; )  to 

s o c i e t y  w e r e  e v e n  g r e a t e r .  Many p e o p l e ,  l e d  b y .t h e o u t  s p o k e n - a n t 1 -  

. s u f f r a g i s t  J a m e s  W i l b e r f o r c e  i . o ' ng l e y ,  b e l i e v e d  t b a t  enf  r a nc h  I .a.oment 

w o u l d  l e a d  t o  the.  end o f  t h e  f a m i l y  u n i t .  T. 'ongley,- n o t  o n l y  a s  t h e  

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  o f  Nova S c o t i a  b u t  a l s o  a s  t h e  e d i t o r  of  t h e ' U h e r n l  

Acad i an  R e c o r d e r  ̂ -,i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  s ympa t h l e . s  o f  - both-  Che un d e c i d e d  nn.d 

t h e  a n t l - s u f f  ragi . s  t-s. ■ hong l e y  be. l iev.ed t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of women wa.s 

s o  g r e a t  t h a t  t h e ,  v e r y  . s t r u c t u r e  o'f . s o c i e t y  dependi . ' d  on t h e i r  r o l e  In 

t h e  home.  U n d e r . t h e  m a t e r n a l  g u i d a n c e  o f  women,  home l i f e  p. rovldod the  

o n l y  b a r r i e r  a g a l n . s t  a co.rrj-rpt^,  c o m p e t i t i v e . ,  and I n c. om p r  ç h e  n's I b 1 e 

wo r l d . '  ' • • .

Long l e y  was  l o n g  kno wn  t o  o p p o s e  s u f f r a g e .  i n  ' '189 h,  A l b e r t  

Ham eon o f  Queens County,  i n i . r o d u c e d  a b i l l  s u p p o r t i n g  en f r anch  I .semcu t 

f o r .  s l ng . l e  and wi flowed women who p o s s e s s e d  r ea l ,  p r o p e r t y  wor t  I)- $ i 90. 

Long l e y  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  h i s  oppone n t  may be  " q u i t e  r i g h t  t i iac t he  a g i t a ­

t i o n  had come t o  s t a y , " '  and f e l t - . t h a t  " t h e - . wo me n  of  t he  c o u n t r y  were  t o  

be un.sexed." He whs none t he  ' l e s s  c o n f i d e n t  ' t h a t  a f t e r  a b r i e f  ex pe r  1-  

. ment, t he  p e o p l e  would r e v e r t  t o  sound p r i n c i p l e s .  Tn t u r n  women would
■ ■ O ; . - -

f  i n d  t h a t  " i t  w o u l d  be  b e t t e r  f o r -  t h e m t o  r e m a i n  wo'aeii  t h a n  t o  p a r - '  ' 

t i . c i p ' a t e  i p  t h e s e  f .unct io.ns i n  whi ch  t h e  f pndency  was to- o b l i t e r a t e  t he  

v e r y  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t i e e  o f  t h e i r  s e x . "  . L o n g l e y  a r g u e d  In 1894 ,  mo r e  

p r a g m a t i c a l l y  t h a n  i n  e a r l i e r  c a mp a i g n s  • p e r h a p s , t h a t  newl y  e n l a r g e d  

e l e c t o r  l i s t s  cou l d  not  ' pos.s Ibl  y be f i n i s h e d  In t i m e  f o r  an e l e c t i o n .
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In ' t he  189 5 s.cs.s 1 on when a s l r a l h n r  b i l l  wn s ,nd v a n n e d  , L o n g l e y

opposed I t  b e c a u s e  he b e l i e v e d  . 11

t o  be ' I n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  b e s t  . i n t e r e s t s  of  women and - t h e r ç -  
f ç r e  I n i m i c a l  to t h é  b e s t  I n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  wo r l d .  No. thlng . 
cou l d  o c c u r  t o '  I n j u r e  t h e  s t a t u s  of  women o r  d e t e r l o r a f e  
t h e  1 r . I n f 1 u e n ce and  p o w e r  w h i c h  w o u l d  n o t  t e n d  t o  t h e  '

. I n j u r y ,  o f  -ai l  manki nd.  , . .

I t  was  n o t ,  L o n g l e y  c o i V t t n u e d ,  t h a t , w o m e n  w e r e  1 n t e 1 1 e c t u a.l 1 y. 

u n a b l e  Co u s e  t l i e  b a l l o t .  . lie was  w i l l i n g  " t o  c o n c e d e  a t  onc' e t h a t  

worn,an Was blie e p u a l  o f  man In  a l l  r e . s p e c t . s  and  of  t h e  slni ie v a l u e . "  

However ,  not ,  o n l y  had t h e  Almi gl i f ^  ,glv<%n men and women . s e pa r - a t e  f u n c ­

t i o n s ,  Inj't women were  c r e a t e d  " p h y s l c a i . l y  and m o r a l l y  b e t t e r  f i t  t ed  - f o r  

f p n c t  Ions tl iat- were e q u a l  l y  - 1 m p o r t a n t , I n f i n i t e l y  h lgi \ er"  t ha n  t h a t  o f  

men.  To f o r c e  woman f r o m  lie.r d o m e s t i c  r e a l m  wa.s a " c r i m e  a g a l n . s t  

n a t u r e  " wl i lch would " d e p r i v e  h e r  o f  t he  e x e r c i s e  of  h e r  n a t u r a l  f u n c ­

t i o n s  and  d e s t r o y  t h o s e "  s h f  t e r  and  f i n e r  q u a l i t i e s  whi.r.h c o n s t i t u t e d  

iiet-' oil I.e r value-  i n  tlie wor l d . "  ' The h i g h e r  I n f l u e n c e  of  women,  Longl ey 

b e l i e v e d ,  s o f t e n e d  t h e  a . s p e r l t l e . s  o f  l i f e ,  m o l l i f i e d  t h e  c o a r s e r  

t e n d c ' n c l e s  . o f  men,  p u r i f i e d  t i i c  s o c i a l  c i r c l e ' a n d  e x u d e d  m . ora l  

g r a n d e u r .  IF. women " t h r e w  o f f  t he  . sweet  garb,  of  f e m i n i n i t y  and fougl i t  

t l i e l r  w.ay t o  t h e  l i u s , t i n g s "  t h e y ,  w o u l d  l o s e  t i l l s . a b i l i t y  t o  i n s p i r e  

mank-i nd . , ' * , ' ' ' . ■ .

L o n g l e y  o p p o s e d  t h e  . n o t i o n  t h a t  women had  an a b s t r a c . t  r i g  li t  t o  

v o t e ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t he  l e g i s l a t o r s  of Nova S c o t i a ,  and of  a l l  c i v i l -  

t xed c o u n t r i e s ,  had shown t h e i r  -concern  f o r  women by l e g i s l a t i n g  e q u a l  

' r i g h t s  f o r  women and  men.  He f e a r e d  t h a t  ."an a r m y  o f  v i c i o u s  women"  

c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  b.e g i v e n  t  he  • f r a n c h  1 s e  ; t . h i s  " v i c i o u s  c l a s s  o f  women" 

would be open t o  c o r r u p t  1 n f l uences . .  He dl . smi . ssed t h e  p e t i t i o n s  whi ch
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liad been r e c e t v e d  a t  t h e  1 eg :lR,l a tvire/ ' -ela I ml ng - that  many had s i g n e d  but. 

f ew t r u l y  w a n t e d  s u f f r a g e .  One man,  L o n g l e y  c t a t Aed d i d  s o  h e r  aus  e 

" Mr s .  So and'  So b o t h e r e d  h i m  s o  t h a t  ho. s i g n e d  I t  t o  g o t  r i d  Of h e r . "  

Of t h e  10,000 riaine.g, h a l f  wer e  women and not  .vot.or.s; .so In' f a c t  ou t  of 

8 0 , 0 0 0  e l e c t o r s  o n l y  5 , 0 0  0 h a d  s i g n e d ,  a nd  many o f  t h e m , hqngl e . y  c o n ­

j e c t u r e d , '  were  p r o b a b l y  boys .  Temper ance  ' wor ke r . s , who had I ns t l j - ' a t ed  

. t h e  p e t i t i o n s ,  w e r e  m i s t a k e n  j f  t h e y  t ho ugh t f e  mal e ..su.f f r a g e  w o u l d  

a c h i e v e  t h e i r  a l ms .  Lbng l cy  F e l t  t h a t  I f  " v e n e r a b l e  wI down and a n c i e n t  

. s p i n s t e r s "  were  a l l o w e d  t o  v o t e .  I t  would be r i d i c u l o u s  t o . r e s t ' r l c t  the  

" y o u n g  and  go o d  l o o k i n g  m a r r i e d  women. "  Tt w.as b u t  a .s m a I ! . s t e p  ,f o r 

women t o  seek, o f f i c e  and a g a i n  tlie. c f f e c t . s ' o i r  home l i f e  would b e  d e l e -  

t e r l o u . s .

Those who s u p p o r t e d  Che . At t ' o r ney- Ccne  r.-r 1 ' In t he  Hou.se ha.scd the I r 

a r g u m e n t s -  on t h e  ma t e r n a . l -  pe r.s pe c t 1 v e . Mr.  S l n o . l a l r ,  momher  f r om 

Guysborbugh ,  fe  U t h a t  " t h e r e  was no p r e s e n t  necc. ss l  t y  f o r  making such 

a.  r a d i c a l  change- ;  women c o u l d  b e s t  s e r v e  . s o c . l e t y  hy e l f e v a t / n g  t h e  

p u b l i c  c o n s c i e n c e  and p u r i f y i n g  I t  and s t a n d i n g  - f o r  wh a t e v e r  was b e s t  

and p u r e s t  In p u b l l h  and s o c i a l  l i f e . "  Mr.  W i l c o x ,  f r o m l l a n t s , -  f e l t  

t h a t  no-one  had p r oduced  arg.ument.s whi ch  would j  us 11 f y t he  I n t e r f e r i n g  

w i t h  t h a t  g r e a t  f a m i l y  s y s t ,  em w h i c h  wa.s ' t h e  . .s t  rfi c t u r e  upon  wh l r f i  

s o c i e t y  r e s t e d . "  R e l i g i o u s  l eader . s  p r e a c h e d  f rom a . s i m i l a r  . t ex t .  . ,Rev. 

Al l a n  Si mpson of  t h e  H a l i f a x  Park  S t r e e t  Church used 01 b I 1 ca I .e.xn m p I e.s 

t o  show'  wo me n ' s  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  m'an. S i m p s o n  s t r e s s e d ,  ' t h a t  ' ".sub­

o r d i n a t i o n  d i d  no t  mean I n f e r i o r i t y . "  He c l a i m e d  t h a t  "she. 1 e t y  - could 

not  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  o r d e r ,  and.  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  t h a t  

o r d e r . "  Rev.  Mr.  A. C a n d l e r ,  s p o k e  In  t h e  F o r t  Ma.ssey Chu r ch on t h e
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« Igiil f i conce  o f .  f a m i l y .  He c l a i m e d  tl' iat I he  h l g l i e o t  c o mp r i me n t  For a
. . ' - ' * ' . ' . r. ' ; r  . - ' :

young woman wa.q t o  p r a l n e . h e r  h o u s e k e e p  J ng^, ' ,  Gand 1e r  f e l t _  t h a t  sx i f f r a ge - ,
' ' \ ' ■ * 'j ,

wao e v i l  b e c a u s e  11 ,wou] d t a k e n  an I n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  women o u i  o f  .
‘  r  '

t he  tiome-^' Ant 1-8U f f r a g  I.s t.s I n c o r p o r a t e d  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  i d e a s  l ,nto 

- t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  of  f e m i n l h t  re former . s .  Whi l e  f e m i n i s t  roforihei-.s t h e m -  _ 

. selves  adoptel l  some of  ̂ t h i s  m a t e r n a l  I sm -  and o f t en_  f o r  t a c t i c a l  p u r ­

poses  -  I t  was o n l y  a s m a l l  p a r t  of  t h e i r  e a r l y  c ampa i gn .  , . ' ' '

The a g t t . n t l o n  For f e ma l e  e n f r a i x c h i s e me n t  .had commenced long be-' .  ■ ■

f o r e ,  L o n g l e y  made h i s  18 9 5 s p e e c h .  S t r o n g  s u p p p r ' t * f o r  t h e  m o v e m e n t  - 

came f r o m  t h e  .Women' s  Ch r l  .s 1 1 an Teinper . an.ee U n i o h  . (W.C.T.U.) .  W h i l e  

■ M r.s . ■ Tu r n  bu 1 1 , o f  S t .  . John,  New B r u n s w i c k ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M a r i t i m e  ■ '

W.C.T.U., p l e a d e d  i n  1889 t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  not  he made n p o l i t i c a l  

.body, o t h e r s  t ook  s t e p s  t o  e n s u r e  o t h e r w i s e .  In t h e  same y e a r  Mrs.  A.

M. B e l l ,  w i f e  of  a p r o m i n e n t  H a l i f a x  b u s i n e s s m a n '  l ed  a d e l e g i i t l o n  t o  

t h e  . Ci t y  C o u n c i l  d e p l o r i n g  t h e  l a c k  of  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  l i q u o r  l a w s .  

W.C.T.U. r e f o r m e r s  w e r e  b e c o m i n g  a w a r e  ' o f  t h e  f u t i l i t y  o f  s u c h  g e s ~ .  

t urc . s .  . Most  became f i r m  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  women' s  . s u f f r a g è .  ' I n d i v i d u a l - '  

l y ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e s e  .su f f r a g  ih t s  o f f e r e d  d i v e r s e  r e a s o n s  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  . ‘ 

t h e  m o v e m e n t .  Armed w i t h  p e t i t i o n s ,  f e t n i n i s t  r e f o r m e r s  F o r c e d  t h e  ' 

government ,  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  que . s t l on  of  s u f f r a g e  s i x  t i m e s  f rom 189.1, Co . . 

•1897. B i l l s '  whi ch ■ s u p p o r t e d  . an u n l i m i t e d  f r a n c h i s e  f o r  women on . t h e  

same, b a s i s  f o r  men wer e  t w i c e  i n t r o d u c e d ,  once  by A l b e r t  Hemeon i n  1893 , 

a n d , aga In i n  - 1897 when Flrma.n McCl ure ,  of  T r u r o ,  . sponsored a f r a n c h i s e  . 

b i l l .  In the.se e a r l y  y e a r s  many ' peop l e  f e l t  t h a t ‘a f a v o u r a b l e  v o t e  was^ ■ 

i mmi n e n t .  "The day of  e q u a l  p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  has  a l r e a d y  ,d a w n e d , ' and 

s o o n  w i l l  be. a t  h i g h  noon"  s a i d  a n  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n - f o r  t h e  A c a d i a n
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■' R é c o r c j e r .  t t  c 1 a 1 m cd ■ t  ha  t .  " s e x  I s ' t h e  o n l y  b a r  Lo vinr e s L r  i c C e d ' f  ni iv-  

• cht se . " -  Indeed' ,  t  rom m u n i c i p a l  S u f f r a g e ,  Co f u l l  e l e c t o r a l  f ranch I ae 

t l ' i e r e ' l s  ,bi,it"'a d i f f e r e n c e  In d e g r e e ,  n o t  In k ind. "  -An add r e s a  g i v e n  .1 n 

I J  Tr u r o  by Miss  Wo o d l l l ,  d a u g h t e r . o f  F..,]). Wood I I I of  H a l i f a x ,  and p r i n t ­

ed ,ln t h e  T r n r o  p a l l y  News,  eeho'ed t h i s  p o s i t i o n  c t a 1 m I ng tha-t  "In Ulh'J 

I s y i f f cage ]  t ook’ ' r o o t  In Cana<la, f rom t h e n  ,to H19S I t  has  d e v e l o p e d  t he  

S t e m ,  apd  1 n I 89 5 l a t h s  l o o k  . for  t h e  b 1 o S s o m a i) d f rn 1 t A n  a r t i c l e  

: “l-ft Ca na d i a n  M a g a z i n e , 1898,  whi ch  . si i ryeyed t h e  s u f f r a g e  liioveidhnt a c r o s s  

Che c o u n t r y  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  wômon of  tlie M a r i t i m e  P r o v i n c e s  Would 

soon g a i n  t h e i r  po I I t l  ca I r tghp.s.  , Th r oughou t  Nova Scot  I a su f f r a g  Is t s 

- bç l l è . ved  t h a t  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of  P h e l r  g o a l  was w i t h i n  range. .

• Our l i g h t  Is s h i l l i n g  d i m l y  g i r l s  -  "
' . And e a c h  y p a r  ■ I t l s  g r o w i n g  s t r o n g e r ; '

■ T r u t h  mus t  p r e v a i l  and . e r r o r  f a l l  -  ■ .
' ’ ■ , . ' J u s t  . wa i t  'a l i t t l e  l o n g e r .  - .

■,So. e n d e d  Mi s s  Wood 11.1'  s pa p e r  p r e s e n t e d  t n - t l i c  T r u r o  W.Xl.T.l). i n

!8'9A .V*® , ■

I n d e e d ,  In  1893,  when a f avflpr  a b l e  vo t e  seemed' - l  mmlnent  , a w r i t e r  

f o r  t h e ' . H a l i f a x  Ac a d i a n  Re c o r d e r ,  a news p a p e r  g e n e r a l l y  opposed t o  t he.  

e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  m o v e m e n t  and  e d i t e d  by >J. W. L o n g l e y ,  w r o t e  t h a t  Mr.

' Hem e on ' s  name would : be' a s s o c i a t e d  " wl t l ’i, t he  n o t a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  

i t  was  t h e , f i r s t  a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  . the p r i n c i p l e  1 n t h e  new woi l . d ;  i f  1 

■mi s t a k e  n o t  ^ c e r t a i n l y  Unde r  t he  I J r l t l s h  f l a g  on t h i s  c o n t i n e n t . "  He 

- p' ro, 'phes I z e d  t h a t  women wo u l d  s o o n  be a b l e  t o  s e e k  |i u b 11 c o f f i c e ,  "ah 

■pxcl ' t lng b r e a k  In t h e  monotony"  of  c i t y  c o u n c i l -  ' Fv i u i t ua  11 y , h o w e v e r , 

" t h i s  .measure Was e l i m i n a t e d  b i t  by b i t  u n t i l  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  of  It  

l e f t  t o  be d e a l t  w i t h  -  t h e n  I t  d r oppe d  a l t o g e t h e r .
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Defeat!},  such as t h i s  and t h e  one of  1894 s p a r k e d  l i v e l y  i n t e r e s t .  

In d i e  -cause.  In F e b r u a r y  of  1894,  f o r  exampl e , ' a s u f f r a g e  m e e t i n g  was 

h o l d  t n  T r u r o y h i d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t l i c  W.C.T.U. M i s s  J e s s i e  S m i t h

read a p a p e r  w i t h  " s t a r t l i n g  f a c t s "  and " i r r e s i s t a b l e ,  a r g u me n t "  on t he  

. t o p i c  "The D i s a b i l i t i e s  o f  Women i n  Vi ew o f  t h e  J.aw.g o f  -the L a n d . " '  

Rev.  Dr.  H e h r t y  s p o k e  on t h e  s o c i a l ,  p u r i t y  m o t i v a t i o n  o f . s u f f r a g e  

worker . s .  Rev. Mr. 'Adams a d v o c a t e d  women' s  . s u f f r a g e  on t he  g r o u n d s  of  

t h e . l r  r o l e  i n  t h e  home,  t h e  c h u r c h  and s o c i e t y .  Mr s .  M c D o w e l l  road,  a 

pa pe r  on "Why Women T e a c h e r s  Should  Vpt.e-" Mi s s  Wood i l l ,  o f  H a l i f a x ,  

.spoke on "A Ygung Wonian'.s View o f  t h e  Woman's S u f f r a g e  Movement . " She 

cxpre . ssed t he  o p i n i o n  t h a t  "Woman s u f f r a g e  s h o u l d  be g r a n t e d .  Women 

' s l i onld v o t e "  and p r e d i c t e d  . t l i a t  w o m a n k i n d  w o u l d  g a i n  h e r  r i g h t s  - •  

"de'pend upon i t  .she w i l l  .Succeed." Mi ss  Wo o d l l l  .s t  r e s s e d  t h a t  a young 

woman had  as  m u c h - r i g h t  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  as. man h a d  and  t h a t  s l ie 

" i s  03 much e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  t h i n g . s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  as '  be ... ’.She I s  j u s t  

as  much a pe r s o n  as he i . s ."  ̂^ One y e a r  l a t e r , '  i n  H a l i f a x ,  Mrs.  Charle. s  

A r c h i b a l d  g a v e  a l e n g t h y  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s  on "The Why a n d  W h e r e f o r e  of  

Woman Suf f rage , . "  She emplias i'/.ed- t h a t  women s u f f e r e d  f rom l a ws  made - by 

men In t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e y  Weri? p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  f ema l e ,  .sex. .Women had 

made some galn. s ,  she a d m i t t e d ,  .Such as o b t a i n i n . g  highp.T e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t '  

. even t h e n  t h e r e  we r e  b;i r r i e  r s  ■ t  o t h e i r  s e x .  Mount  A l l i s o n  ColLegfe
■ -. . . . ' t

mi ght  a d mi t  f emale . s ,  . f o r  e .xample,  " y e t  i t . s  d e b a t i n g  c l u b  d r a ws  t he  l i n e  

a t  women. "  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  A . r c h i b a l d  n o t e d ,  w h i l e  men c l a i m e d  Ch a t  

c h a r i t y  work was s u i t a b l e  f o r  women t hey  thtlm.s'elve.s , "were  b e g i n n i n g  to'  

. s tudy t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  ' cause.? .and t o  s e e  t h e  need of  b e t t e r  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  . 

a n d . t h e i r  p r e s e n t  h e l p l e s s n e s s  t o  r e m e d y  i t .  Our- p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  be
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a in w s I n  g I f  i t . w c r e  n o t  sf id. "  A r c h i b a l d  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  " f c a r  I e s a , 

h o n e s t ,  I n t e l  l i g e n t ,  t r u e  and hard work I ng woman", who was t t ie s u p p o r t e r  

of  s u f f r a g e  woulfl no t  abandon tlie f a m i l y  In  o r d e r  t o  v o t e .  ,^hc went  on 

to  s ay  "raothe. rhood i s  not  a l wa y s  t he  g r e a t e s t  c rown a woman can wear .  

I t  may be a c r o w n  o f  shai i i e .  Womanhood I s  t l ie c r o w n  o f  g l o r y  f o r  n 

w o m a n . T h i s  s p e e c h , I n e a r l y .  1835 ,  as  t h e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  w o ma n ' s  

S u f f r a g e  I n c r e a s e d , '  wa s  d e s i g n e d  t o  - l ay  t h e  g r o n r u l w o r k  f o r  a f o r m a i  

e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  movement .  A few days  e a r l i e r ,  a . s u f f r a ge  me e t i n g  had 

b e e n  h e l d  a t  Mr s .  A r c h i b a l d ' s  houGe ,  The f i r s t  s pe-ake r  wa.s M r s . - A n n a- 

Leonowen.s,  who spoke  on tl ie need f o r r T e m a l e  v o t i n g  r l gh t . s .  Mr. He c t o r  

. M a c l n n i s , s l a u n c h  Conservai t  i ve  and l a wy e r  f rom t he  f i r m  of  Dr y s d a l e  and 

M a c l n n l s ,  Mi s s  Kate.  M a c - I n t o s h  o f  t h e  H a l i f a x  Ac a d e my ,  and Mr,  T. !l. 

B l a c k ,  M.P.P.  a l s o  . spoke .  The W.C.T.U. p é t i t i o n  was  c l r c n l a t e r l  and  

many ' |i r e s e n t  s i g n e d  I t .  At a s u b s e q u e n t  a t t e r i i o o n  me e t i n g ,  a Woman'.s 

■St i f f rage A.s.soc 1 a t i o n  was fa rmed.

' . , t he  o b j e c t  of  [ t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ]  i s  t o  awaken J n t e r e . s t  and
q u a l i f y  women, t o  t a k e  a more a c t i v e . a n d  . i n t e l l i g e n t  ' p a r t  

■ .lii t h e  g r a v e  r e s p o n s l b l l i t i e . s  t h a t  env-i.ron ' them on cvnr y  
s i d e  i n  a i l  q u e s t  i o n s  - a f . f e c t  Ing t h e i r  home d u t i e s ' ,  as  wel l  
a.s'. I n  a l l  p u b l i c  m e a s u r e s  r e l a t i v e '  t o  t h e  1 r c i v i c  and 
s t a t e  r i g h t s  and o b l i g a t i o n s .

• Tha t  e v e n i n g  Mr.s. heonowens  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t he  A s s o c i a t i o n  be a l l o w e d

to.  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  t h e - H n l l f a x  L o c a l  C o u n c i l  o f  Women (.L.C.W.).  The

m o t i o n  was  p u t  by Mr ,s. ' Whi s  t o n  , s e c o n d e d - b y  Mrs . " -Bl ack  .and a p p r o v e d .

The r a  i s  no. me n t i o n  o f  t h e s e  p r o c e e d i n g s  c r e a t i n g  d i s c o r d  w i t h i n ' t h e

H a l i f a x  1,.C.W. Th i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  L.C.W. and t h e  s u f f r a g e

a s s o c i a t i o n  t ook  p l a c e  l ong  be f o r e  . 1910,  when,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc. i l  of

' Women met  i n . H a l i f a x  and ' e ndor s e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t .  .An

e x a m i n a t i o n  of  H a l i f a x  L.C.W. m i n u t e s  ' shows t h a t  t h e  s u f f r a g e  s o c i e t y
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was a f f l l J L a t e d  wI lIi them u n t i l  at l e a s t  J u l y  o f  ,1897.' '̂ '̂ I n , a d d i t i o n .

I'd 1 t h  A r c h i b a l d  a t t e m p t e d  to s t a r t  a. g u l f r a g e  p a p e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  t hough

I t  f e l l  t h r o u g h  f;or wa'nt of  ' c a p i t a l . T h i s  h i  git l e v e l  of  a c t i v i t y  shows
/I '

t he  I n t e r e s t  w i t h  whlcl i  f e m i n i s t s  v i ewed  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f

UW5 . I 5  . ' ' . - . . .

In'  18.9 5 women s e e m e d  s e c u r e  l a  t h e  b e l i e f  txha t thX,  t i m e  was '

c o m i n g  when t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  " t h e  r i g h t s  and  dut ' l^a^ o f  r a t i o n a l  and

Te . spon. s lbl c  members  of  . soc i e t y . "  Armed . w i t h  a p e t i t i o n  of . -ovei '  .10,000

n a m e s ,  t h e y  w e r e  u n p r e p a r e d  f o r  L o n g l e y ' s  s p e e c h ,  and t h e  r e a c t i o n  i t

g e n e r a t e d .  Many f o l d  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s " ,  s a i d  t l i e  p a r t i s a n  Ac ad 1 an

R e c o r d e r ,  f e l t  t h a t  ."Its.- f o r c e  y e t  S t u d i e d  m o d e r a t i o n "  made I t  t he  b e s t

s pee  ch In many yeAr . s .  The ' d e a r  o l d  g i r l s "  who f i l l e d  t h e . g a l l e r i e s ,

s a i d  an  yin k i n d  c o m m e n t a t o r  In. t h e  Da l l y  E c h o ,  " Wer e  a m n.s I ng t o  w a t c h

... .wi th i n d i g n a t i o n  In t h e i r  v o i c e s  a n d . f i r e  In  t h e i r  e y e s . "  .One went

s o  f a r ,  he  c l a i m e d ,  t o  s u g g e .s t. t h a t  an i n j u n c t i o n  w a s n e. e. d ed t o  s t o p  
'

Mr.  L o n g l e y ' s  t ongue .

[They)  s t amped  t h e i r  f e e t  and s hook t h e i r  canes  ( women ' s -  
s u f f r a g i s t s  a l l  c a r r y  cane. s , '  t h e y  w i l l  s mo k e  n e x t )  b u t
' n o t h i n g  came  o f  t h e  i n d i g n a t i o n  m e e t i n g  -.Many a hard-. -

. ■ wor k i ng '  man went  w i t h o u t  . h i s  s u p p e r  on Wednesday and many
a c h i l d  wa.s p u t  to'  be d  t h ' a t  e v e n i n g  w i t h d u L  s a y i n g  i t s  
l i t t l e  p r a y e r ,  a l l  b e c a u s e  t h e  d e a r  w i f e  and ' mo t h e r  wan t ed  
t o  see. t he  g r e a t  e m a n c i p a t i o n  meas u r e  c a r r y  I n  • t h e  house . ’

The .same " S i l e n t  O b s e r v e r "  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  v o t e ,  o f  .2 1 t o  12 s h o u l d

c o n v i n c e  t he  s u f f r a g i s t s  t h a t  " t h e y  had b e t t e r  s e t t l e  down t o  "domest i c .

a f f a i r , /  lA ' ' . '  ̂ '

■The s u f f r a g e  r e  f ô rm'er  9 d i d  n o t  t a k e  h i s  a d v i c e -  R a t h e r  t h e y

a t t a c k e d  L o n g l e y  f o r  h i s  d i s t o r t e d  p e r . s p e c t l v e  o f  w o ma n h o o d .  The

d l f i f t c t l c  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  .s uf ' f  r a g  i s  t .s o f  1895 c a n  be e a s i l y  s e e n  i n



t h e i r  many l e t t e r s , - t o  t he  H a l i f a x  p a p e r s .  These  women a t  tAckeh Longl ey 

. and  I l l s  s i i p ( ) o r t e r s  and ' a d v a n c e d  vnr l onT:  a rg u m ô n t s . t n. f avovi r  o f  t h e

e.n f (“anch I s e m e n t  o f  women. Rven b e f o r e  Long l ey ' s  s p e e c h , FAizn  R i t c h i e ,  

a n o t e d  e d u c a t o r  f rom W e l l e s l e y  (lo l i e g e ,  p r e s s e d  s u f  f rag,  I s i s  "not  Co 

s ' l a c k e n  o u r  e f f o r t s  u n t i l  t h e  end I s  a c t u a l l y  g a i n e d . " -  R i t c h i e  f e l t  

' t ha t  ' a ■y o u t h f u l ' C a n a d a  s h o u l d  be a l e a d e r  In t h i s  movement  " s l n r e  I f  we . 

w a i t  t i  II I:he w h o l e  c o m m u n i t y  I s  I n  f a v o u r - o f  woman s u f f r a g e ,  t h e ,  

change  w i l l  come r a t h e r  as  a r e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  a.s an ovol  ut  loit." She npt 

o n l y  f e l t  t h a t  woman o f  t h e  ’' so  c a l l e d  l e i s u r e  cl  a s s ' '  s h o u l d  t a k e  a 

w i d e r  I n t e r e s t  In pvibl lc  a f f a i r s ,  bu t  t h a t -  wor k i ng  c l a s s  women, n e e d e d ,  

. t he  f r a n c h i s e .  "No ' c l a s s  s h o u l d  be l e f t  t o  t h e  m e r c y  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  

who,  a s  r e g a r d s  t h a t  c l a s s ,  a r e  t o t a l l y  I r r e s p o n s i b l e . "  Mrs .  M. 'R- 

Cl ie' sle.y,  o f  LuTie.nburg,  wrot - e  a l e n g t h y  " s c a t h i n g  r e p l y "  t o  Long l e y  

whl.c h a p p e a r e d  In t h e  H a l i f a x  Her a l d . A l o n g t i m e  s u f f r a g i s t  and- mcmbe r 

o f  t h e  W.C.T.U., C h e s l e y  was d e v a s t a t e d  .by t he  d e f e a t  of  the 1895 b i l l . ,  

a n d ,  a s  w e l l ,  by L o n g l e y ' s  d 1 .s m I .s s a 1 -of  t h e  W.-C.T.'IJ. s u p p o r t e d  p e t i ­

t i o n s .  "Men' ' , .she f e l t ,  " a r e  n o t ,  u n a i d e d ,  c a p a b l e ' o f  r egul  a t  I n,g t he

mor a l  -S of  a communi t y . "  C h e s l e y  f e l t  t h a t  women were  a b l e  t o  r i s k  " t he  

s t r.a i n - up ' on  o u r ,  d e l i c a t e  m o r a l  f i b r e . "  o f  de p o s i t  In,g a b a I l o t  o n c e  In 

f o u r  y e a r s .  She . sugges t ed  t h a t  Lo.ngl ey ' s  "vl c lou. s  wOmen" ' were  t he

" r e s p e c t a b l e  .wage e a r n i n g  women a l  1 ove r  t he  p r o v i n c e , "  Not o n l y  d i d  

" v i c i o u s  women"  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  an a r my ;  b u t  f o r  e v e r y  one  . such woman 

t h e r e  ' we r e  " p r o b a b l y  a do.zcn v i c i o u s '  men,." She . s t d t e d  Cha t  n o t  o n l y  

d i d  . t he  W.C.T.U. and p r o v i n c i a l ,  c l e r g y me n  s u p p o r t  t h e  p e t l t - l o n  bpt  t h a t  

s u f f r a g e  -sup.port t h r o u g h o u t  Uoyo S c o t i a  wa.s g r o wi n g .
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Hannah Cure la  Brown,  of  Yarmouth,  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  " mi n g l ed  e mo t i o n s

of  surprlsV' . ,  sluiuie,  ( and)  i n d i g n â t  I on.". She was s u r p r i s e d  " t h a t  men i n

. p u b l i c  l i f e ,  - a r e  so u n f i t  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  decent ,  ' r e f i n e d  w . o m e n a n d

t t i a t  e x p o  a u r e  t o  .such men wo u l d  "con  t a  mi da t e "  a l a d y .  Brown c l a i m e d

■ t.luyt men had "proved u n f a i t h f u l  . to t h e i r  t r u s t .  They, have  n e i t h e r . b e e n

Ju.st  nor  geniirou.s t o w a r d s  women. She s c o f f e d  a t  J e e r s  o f  uns . c r upul ous

women;  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e y  I n  e q u a l  p r o p o r t i o n s '  t o  " v i c i o u s  men" bu t

.such t r a i t s  o c c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  " t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  t r a i n e d  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  m-

■sclve.s a.s mere. ,  c h a t t e l s ,  . suhj  e c t  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h . c i r  l o r d s  and

ma.ster.s." She ' c r i t l  c I zed t h e  a. ssumpClon t h a t  e v e r y  woman wa.s s u r e  to

b' ecome a w i f e  and m o t h e r .  T h i s  was  I m p o . s s l b l e  s a i d  Br o wn ,  " f i r s t l y

t h e  r e . a r e  n o t  meji e n o u g h ,  and  s e c o n d l y ,  a l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  'of t h e m a r e

no t  wo r t h  mar ry i ng . " -  A t t o r n e y  Genera l  Lo n g l e y  had s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t r u e

and h i g h e s t  f u n c t i o n ,  o f  women . wa . s  f I, r  s 11 y. t o  . b e a r  and b r i n g  up

c h i l d r e n ,  . secondly-  to i mprove  h o m ê l l f e , -  t h i r d l y  " t o  charm men and make

t h e  w o r l d  p l e a s a n t  , . s wee t  and a g r e e a b l e " ,  and f o u r t h l y  " t o  be  k i n d l y

and l o v i n g ,  to be .sweet  .and bo be c h e r i s h e d ,  t o  b e ‘ weak and c o n f i d i n g ,

t o  be p r o t e c t e d  and to he t h e  o b j e c t  of  man' s  d e v o t i o n . "  Brown s t a t e d

o ne  h a l f  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  women h a v e  t o  b e a r ,  r e a r  and 
•• . ' m a i n t a i n  t he 1 r  c h i l d r e n .  And s o m e t i m e s  s u p p o r t  t h e i r

■ h us ba nds ,  a s  w e l l .  How " s w e e t  -a n d , c o n f 1 d i  n ̂  " t h e  h a r d -  
worked mo t h e r  of  a l a r g e  f a m i l y  can be whose " - p r o t e c t o r "

• Is a p r o f l i g a t e , '  a d r t i nka f d ,  whose t e n d e r e s t  " d e v o t i o n "  i s  
e x p r e s s e d  by a c u r s e  Or a b l o w , ‘ one can ea. s ' i ly i ma g i ne . .  .

She c l a i m e d  t h a t '  women o c c u p i e d  a " d e g r a d e d "  p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c a l l y ,

s e x u a l l y  and In' , the-  d o m e s t i c  r ea l m.  . Brown a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  pos . s i b l e

e conomi c  b e n e f i t s  o f  s u f f r a g e .  .Longley' s '  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  women mi gh t

u s u r p  male  J obs  made h e r  wonder  i f  "he would d e f i n e '  t he  s p e c i a l  s o r t  of

, l a b o r  whi ch belong.s  . j g x c l u s i v e l y  t o  the- m a s c u l i n e  sex. "  In an a r gume n t
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. f a r  f rom Chp, p o s i t i o n  of  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t . ^ , she  s t a t e d  t h a t  "women, ask  .

on l y  t he  r l g l i t  t o  p r o t e c t  them.se 1 ve.s'; t hey  demand e q u a l  pa yment s  f o r  .

'  ■ ■■e q u a l  s k i l l ,  . I r r e s p e c t  Ive  of  sex. "

C- J .  W l l l l s ,  o f  H a l i f a x ,  f e l t  I t  ' w a s  "s t r a n g e  how t ho. se  who 

' o p p o s e ,  women' . s  s u f f r a g e  h a r p  on t h e  one  . s t r i n g ,  n a m e l y  t h a t  o'-f home . "

She f e l t  t h ' a t  L o n g l e y  l e d  p e o p l e  t o  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  o n l y ' w o m e n  who 

would vote" were  tho.se who were  '-'con.sc l ous  of  t h e i r  I n a b i l i t y  to charm , . . -

' r aen a w f u l  t i i o n g h t  -  [ a n d  ] h a v e  no t h 1 ng l e f t  to I 1 f'e but  t o  p l a n t

themse l ve , s  a t  t he  b a l l o t  box,  and h u s t l e  f o r  d e a r  l i f e " ,  t hus  c r e a t i n g ,  

a " r e i g n  of  t e r r o r "  In t h e  homo. W l l l l s  . s t a t ed  t h a t  L o n g l e y ' s  v i ew of  

women was t h a t  of  the  . s o c i e t y  women who "have ne v e r  tbou.ght  o.f I I' le ... , 

b e y o n d  t h e i r  own n a r r o w  c i r c l e ,  o f  h a l l s  and e n d l e s s  r o u n d s  () f 

p l oa . s  u r e ." The .same women who f e l t  I t  " u n w o m a n l y "  t o  v o t e  d i d  not. 

c o n s i d e r  that; It.  was ' [unwomanly"’ t o  charm men a t  b a l l s  "wc have  a l l  

. s e e n  t h e m  and  I t  c a n  h a r d l y  be c a l l e d  dre.s. s .ed,  c a n  I t ? "  as.Iced W l l l l s .

She empha. s l zed t h a t  "home i s  alway.s t he  f i r . s t  t h i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  by e v e r y

f.rue woman". '  But ,  she  c o n t i n u e d ,  ’ .

■ ' t h i s  l e a d s  me t o  s ay  t h a t  If  women want- t he  f r a n c h i s e  F o r ' •
one t h i n g  more t ha n  a n o t h e r  I t  i s  f o r  f a i r  p l a y  In wago.s. ;

. - Tn no e mpl oyme n t  a r e  t he y  pa i d  as  we l l  a.s men ... Women <lo
n o t  wl ' sh t o  u n d e r b i d  men,  bu t  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  what  t h e y  .
c a n  g e t  i n  t h e  way o f  p a y ,  o r  go w i t h o u t ,  w h i c h  t o  'many
means s t a r v a t i o n . '  ■’

.Tn s i m i l a r  v e i n  Mary H. E l l i o t t ,  o f ’L a w r e n c e t o w n , t he  Su pe r  In t end enI of 

. t h e  f r a n c h l . s . e  d l v t s . l o n  o f  t h e  M a r i t i m e  W.C.T.U. ,  w. ro t e  t h a t  l a w s  d i d

n o t  pro-t. e c t  women.  "Tt  s u i t  s . some' ' ,  s h e  s .a 1 d , " to k e e p  women wl i ere

• . ■ ' ,, I g
t he y  a r e ,  and t o  make l aws  t o  t h a t  end."
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T h c r «  we r ç ' s  u'ppo t‘ C e rg o f  t h e  f e m a l e  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  m o v e m e n t ,  - 

snch.  as  "Canada" ' ,  Mr.  J .  L. Da ws o n ,  t h e  h u s b a n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  woman 

g r a d u a t e  o f  Mount  A l l i s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  J- S. C o f f i n , '  and "J .  0.  S." of  

Tr u r o ,  who a pp r oa c he d  s u f f r a g e  from a m a t e r n a l  p o s i t i o n  and f e l t  t h a t  

"women t r o u b l e  t h e m s e l v e s  l l t - t l e  w i t h  p o l i t i c s  e x c e p t  In  so f a r  as '  t he 

mor a l  reforms-  whi ch a r c  des l . r ed . "  The'  m a j o r i t y ,  h o we v e r ,  saw the '  vo t e  

a o' a w a y - t o  o b t a i n  t o t a l  s o c i a l ' a n d  e c o n o m i c  p a r i t y  w i t h  men and 

- p e r h a p s  e l l f f l i n n t e  t h e  I n e q u a l i t i e s  In s o c i e t y .  Su f f r a ge  m o t t o s  such  as'  

" C a n a d a ' s  D a u g h t e r s  S h o u l d  be F r e e " ,  "No Sex  I n  C i t i z e n s h i p " ,  "Women 

a r e  h a l f  t h e  P e o p l e "  a n d ' " Wo ma n ,  Man ' s  E q u a l "  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e
■ ’  I '  ■

m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  P u f f ,  a g e  m o v e m e n t  o f  t l i e  l a t e '  IROO's wa.s n o t

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a d e.s i r e  f o r -  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e

■JO ' ' ' '
s e x e s . "  • • . . .

The s u f f r a g i s t s ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  b i l l  In 

t he . I eg I s I a t  u r e  I n  Ma r c h  o f  1-895, r e m a i n e d  c o n f i d e n t  o f  v i c t o r y .  In 

A p r i l  J . . S .  Cp - f f l n ,  o f  A u b u r n ,  K i n g s  C o u n t y ,  r e f e r r e d  t o. t h e  g r a n t i n g  , 

of  Su f f r age -  t o  Sou t h  A u s t r a l i a  women 'and s a i d ,  "The l e g i s l a t u r e  of  Nova.

' S c'o 11 a w i l l  go and  do l i k e w i s e  a s  s u r e l y  a s  t h e  s u n r i s e  s h a l  I come 

t o m o r r o w . ^  '

In o r d e r  to keep  t h e i r -  p o s I t I o n  a l i v e  I n  t h e  p u b l i c  mi nd ,  and tô

. ' . ■ . ' ' ' ' ■ f
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  beh i nd  tl ie f r a n c h i s e  movement . ,  many women 

• p a r t i c i p a t e d  In.  a H a l i f a x  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  A p r i l  1895.  ' Tlie 

. ' mun i c i pa l  v o t e  had been e x t e n d e d  a fe'w y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t o  u n m a r r i e d  women 

and  w i d o w s  Who f u l f i l l e d  c e r t a i n  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  Prev- lou. s  t o  1895 

" o n l y  a f ew a v a i l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e ,  -,  h a l f  a d o z e n  o r  so 

on an a v e r a g e  p e r h a p s  In  each  ward." Fema l e  . s u p p o r t e r s  o f  ' m a y o r a l l t y
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c a n d i d a t e  J ,  C. M a c k i n t o s h  s e n t  a. c i r c u l a r  t o  a l l  womciy e n t  i c 1 ed t o  

v o t e .  I t  d i s c l a i m e d  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  bu-t . snRgesfe<l  s u p p o r t  . f or  

M a c k i n t o s h  as  he  was  " o ppos ed - ,  n o t  s u p p o r t e d ^ h y  t h e  s a l o o n - e . l e m e n t ; -- 

-The l e t t e r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  Ch'e I n t e r e s t  of  " p r o mi n e n t  women I n H a l i f a x " ,  

s u c h  a s  Mrs . '  A. M. B e l l ,  ,Mr;^. C. A r c h i b a l d ' ,  Mrs-  A’, heono.wenp , and t h e  

M i s s e s  R i t c h i e ,  m o s t  of  whom we r.e .a f f i l i a l  cd w i t h  t h e  W.C.T.U. ' The 

l e t t e r  e x p l a i n e d  "Why E y e r y  Woman Who I s  Qua.l-I f 1 ed- S h o u l d  Vo t e .

F i r s t l y ,  as  t a x p a y e r s ,  woraei|i had a " d i r e c t  I n t e r e s t  In the  pxpon.d I tu re
! .

of  t a x e s ;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e y  hail à , r e s p o n s  I b l l  I' ty to p r omot e  and I nf I uenr e  

good men i n  t he  c o n h c l l ;  and.  t h i r d l y ;  t he y  had t h e  mo.ral d u t y  t o  oppose  

t he  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s .  The'  f o u r t h  p o i n t  was t h a t  f a i l u r e  t o  oppose  i l u ' -  

l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  h e l ' p e d  " t o  s we ' l l  t h e  v o t e  o f  t l io.se who f a v o r  t in;  .

' l i q u o r  . t r a f f i c . " ’ F i n a l l y  th.o c i r c u l a r  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  " f o () t I s h  I d e a "  

t h a t  v o t i n g  was unwomanl y .  ' The l a d l e ' s  who s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  l e t t e r  had 

f o r m e d  a c o m m i t t e e ,  o f  l a d l e s  t o  e S c o r t  t h e  t i m i d  t o - t h e  p o l l i n g  

p l a c e .

Thé e l ec t i o . i i  showed t he  g r o w i n g  s t r e n g t h  o f  t he  f e m i n i s t  pt i al anx.

In  Che A c a d f a n  R e c o r d e r  " D o e s t i e k ' s "  c o m m e n t e d  on t h e  " v e r y  s i r  e.n uou s 

o f f  o p t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  made  t o  I n d u c e  t h e  se-X t o"  'com.e o u t '  on t l i e 

oe . cas ion" .  Ther e  w e r e  two new e l e m e n t s  ■ In t h i s  c i v i c  c o n t e s t .  One was 

Chat, e l e c t o r s  were  e n t i t l e d  f,« v o t e  even w i t h  t h e i r  t a x e s  unpa i d .  .The 

s e c o n d  was  T h a t  " w h e r e ' h e i r s  o r  d e v i s e e s  o f  e s t a t e s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  a s ,  ■'

. such,  t h e i r  n a me s  w e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  go on t h e ' . l i s t " .  Th’i o  l a s t  p o i n t
,  - ,

. was l i t t l e  known;  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  by . t h e  MacKlnt-osh f o r c e s  s h o r t  I y

b e f o r e  t he  e l e c t i o n .  . Subs equen t l y ,  many f e m a l e  v o t e r s  wer e ,  added Co

the. l i s t ' s . - .  The A c a d i a n  R e c o r d e r  F e l t  " I t  may h a v e  b e e n  l e g a l ,  a l l
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r l g h t j  b u t  I t  1/ÎCÎ t o  g' regC a b s u r d i t y . "  E s t a t e s  t h o t  p r e v i o u s  l y  ’had 

ncve, r  ha d  . m o r e / t h a n  one  v o t e  now had  f r o m  t h r e e  t o  s i x  names,  on t h e '  

l i s t s  and 0 l a r g e  n’um' ber  o f  p e r s o n s  w e r e  " g r e a t l y  s u r p . r i s e d  t o  f i n d  

t h a t  .t.liey had t h e  s u f f r a g e ,  bu t  In n e a r l y  e v e r y  I n s t a n c e  - a v a i l e d  them — 

s e l v e s  o f . l t  -  . e i t h e r  o'n one  s i d e  o r  th% o t h e r . "  Th e s  e. vo  t e-rs , t h e  

n e w s p a p e r  c o m m e n t e d ,  d i d  s o  " p r i n c i p a l l y  In t h e  L o w e r  W a r d s . "  The 

'no ws pa per '  l a t e r  c o n t r a d i c t e d  I t s e l f , ,  ho we v e  r - c l  a l;n 1 ng t ha t ;  l a r g e  

' ^«■umbers  of  . women r e f u s e d  t o  v o t e - o n  the  g r o u n d s  t h a t  " t h e y  d i d n ' t  ■ t h i n k ,  

women s h o u l d  vot e . "  ' . '

Wh’l Le  v o t i n g  ■ l i s t s  foe t h i s  e l e c t i o n  a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  g i v e n  t h a t  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 f e m a l e  na me s '  w e r e - o h  e a r l i e r  l l s t . s ,  and t ' h n f  an 

; a d d i t i o n a l  2 00 n o w ' n a m e s  w"e r e  - a d d e d  , I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l -
' .  \  4  . . ■ ■

■ l i s t  Inc  I uded some 350 t o  400 f e ma l e  voter . s .  In t h e  H a l i f a x  m u n i c i p a l
■ ■ ■■ .  . ■ : '  . ■ ^

- e l e c t  Ion of  l,'805 t h r e e  h undr e d  s i x t y  s even  women v o t e d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n

f rom- ’a l l  s i x  w a rd  s.̂  w o 3 f  a 1 r  1 y e q n a . l , ■ f r ’ôm a l o w  p f  38 In.  Ward 3 t o  a

h i g h  o f  91 -Ip Ward 5. T h i s  sh.ows a f a ' t r l y  e v e n  d i s  t r  I bu ' t  I o n  f r o m  .al l -  ■

cT.a.sses,, of  a c t i v e  v6ter . s  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  c l t y . ^ ^  • •

. .„ln 18 97,  I n  t h e  n e x t  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t

■ f ema l e  h e i r s  to e s t a t e s  wer e  no . l onger  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t é ,  ' 282 wo'men . cas’t .. 

b a l l o t . s .  I n t e r e s t ,  h.ad d r opped  o f f  roost  In t h ç  u p p e r  c l a . ss  wa r d s ,  b u t

. I t  i s '  s t i l l  f a . l r  t o  s a y  t h a t  women o f  a l l  c l a s s e s  ’ v o t e d  when  t  he y

o b t a i n e d  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  f r a n c h i s e . '  O t h e r s /  who w e r e  [ excluded f rom t he

f r a n c h i s e ,  . a . l s o - f r i e d  t o '  v o t e  a t  t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s .  The Ac a d i a n  R e c o r d e r

h u mo u r o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  Æases  I n ' p r e v i o u s  - e l e c t i o n s  when women t r i e d  to

. v o t e :  , ' . ' -.

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e .  p o l l s  ' t e l l  o f  woul d  Jse v o t e r  ' who, 
r e l u c t a n t l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e r  husband was a l i v e , -  " b u t  lie -.
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was  n o t  much good  t o  h e r " ; ,  and .  a n o t h e r ,  t h a t  " t h e -  l a s t  
t i m e  she  h e a r d  f rom him h.e was ve r y  s I ok and not e x p e c t e d  
t o  r e c o v e r . "  - .

-With e n c o u r a g e m e n t ,  and  s u p p o r t  f r o m  f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r . s  H a l i f a x  women

e n t h u s i o . s t l c a l i y  e x e r c i s e d  Che f r a n c h i s e .  Whi l e  some f e l t  t h a t  were  I t

no t  f o r  c e r t a i n  exc.i t i n g  • I ssue. s  t h e s e  women mi gh t  not  have v o t e d , 'Nova

S c o t i a  women showed a f a r  g r e a t e r  .1 n t e r e . s t  In v o t i n g  t l ian ha.s e v e r  been

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them.

I f  h i s t o r i a n s  have  i g n o r e d  t h e  e a r l y .  Nova S c o t i a  .stif ! rag.l ,s t s .  -lU'

g e n e r a l ,  t h i s  i s  e v e n  mo r e  t r u e  o f  Che f e m a l e  v o t e r s  of  'hlie l o w e r

■ c l a . g s e s  -  women who c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  r a n k  and f l i c '  of .  t h e  s u f f r a g e

movement .  Lower  c l a s s  s u p p o r t  f o r  f e ma l e  e n f  r anch!  . somcnt , l i k e  t h a t  o f

t h e  r e f o r m  l e a d ç r s , .  was  h a s d d  n p o n ' t h e .  I d e a  o f  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  ( h e

s e x e s .  Yet a f t e r  1896 . t h e . momentum f o r  f e ma l e  . s u f f r a g e  d e c l i n e d ,  and

I m p l i c i t  c r i t i q u e  o f  I n d u s t r i a l i z e d  . s o c i e t y  i n h e r e n t  In t h e  e a r l y

en f r a n c h l n . e men t  raoveraeilf was g r a d u a l l y  s u p p l a n t e d  by an e s s e n t i a l  I y

c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n .  Af t e r  t he  t u r n  of  t he  cent r i  ry

111 1 (1 d I e clh.s. s r e f o r m e r s ’ s t o p p e d  a d d r e s . s l n g  q u e . s t l o n . s  o f  s o c i a l  arid

e c o n o m i c '  e q u a l  ( t: y and  l’n c r e â s l n c ^ l y  e mp h a s i z e d  t he  s u p e r i o r  nu r Ui r t

. ; v i r t u e s  oE^yomanhood i n  o r d e r  to a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  v e r y  t e r r a i n  f rom the

an t i - s u f f r a c i s t . o p p o s i t i o n .  . I n  d o i n g  s o ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y

'M f o u n d  t h a t  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  m o r a l  and m a t e r n a l  a t t r i b u t  e.s made r e a l

■■ ,  ■ ■ ■■ . ■ 
equ. a l iCy an impo. ss ibi  i i t y . ' . -. . '■

' . .  The . f i r . S t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  ,' and one t h a t  many ,su f f rag 1 .s t .s

b i t t e r l y  . r e s e n t e d  was t h e  change  In t he  e t i f r a nc h l . s e mcn t  b i l l  . t ha t  would 

• e x c l u d e  m a r r i e d  women f rom v o t i n g .  The r e  was a g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

. the 1895 b i l l  "d i d  not  c l a i m  more t l ian h a l f  enough.". .  In Apr i l  of  t h a l
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y e n r  J . S . ' C o f f i n  of  King Coymty wr o t e  t o  t h e  H a l i f a x  He r a l d :

I t  was  a p o o r  e m a s c u l a t e d  a f f a i r  . . .  Tt . - .geemed t o  have '
, b e e n  f r a m e d  so p r u d e n t l y  and  cavi C.l'ous 1 y . . .  t h a t  1 1 -S 

p a s s a g e  would have  been a c a l a m i t y  t o  t h e  c a u s e  ,11 a imed 
o s t e n s i b l y  t o  p r omot e :  Thus I t  has  o f t e n  been t h a t  many a
we 11T I n t e n t t o n e d  movement  has  c r è p t  d l s c r e . t e l y  and wgrTly '
I n t o  a name!  es.s g r a v e  . . .  l e t  t h e  n e x t  b i l l  tyhat  s h a l  I be 
I n t r o d u c e d  be f a r  more r a d i c a l  In I t s  scope .  ^

In 1 89 7 ,  a r e v i s e.d b i l l ,  b a s e d  upon  t lié 1893 b i l l ,  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  ■ 

e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  of  women on an e q u a l  b a s i s  w i t h  men,  was q u i c k l y  'de­

f e a t  <i d I n  t h e  1 e. g l  .s I a t  u r  e ’ b y a v o t e  o f  2 3 t o  6.  T h i s  d e f e a t  

t e m p o r a r i l y  kl  l i e d  t h e  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  m o v e m e n t  In t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .

' But r e f o r m e r s  q t t e m p t e d  to keep s u f f r a g e  In  t h e  p u b l i c  eye.  Dur ing . the ' 

n e x t  -few y e a r s  v a r i o u s  deba t es . ,  • 1 c c t u r e s  , and d I scus,s Iona demon.a t  r a t e d  

t he  .cont I nua t  1 o.n of  r e f o r m e f f o r t î y  In  Nova S c o t i a . *̂7 i f  the r e f o r m e r s  

m a i n t a i n e d '  t h e  m o v e m e n t  t h e y  d i d  s o  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  In 1895 .  The

, .sn f f r a g l s  t . s , h a v i n g  l o s t  Che b a t t l e  t o  p e o p l e  who p r o mo t e d  m a t e r n a l  
A ' • , ■ . .
■ f e m i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  r e g r o u p e d  a r o u n d  t h a t  .same b a n n e r .  Now s n f  -

'. . ^  ■ a

f r ag Is t s  J o i n e d  an 1 1 - s u  f f ragl . s  t s  In p r o c l a i m i n g  f e ma l e  . s u p e r i o r i t y  In 

t h e  d o m e s t i c  s p . here .  I n  t u r n  l . ss ' ucs  o f  . s e x u a l  e q u a l i t y  w e r e  l a r g e l y -  

f o r . go t t en .  ' I n d e e d ,  when t h e  n e x t  ma j o r  s u f f r a g e  p r o m o t i o n  e me r g e d ,  t h e  

Ide o l o g y  of  m a t e r n a l  f emi n i s m,  p r e v a i l e d .

The 1.9s ue  I n v o l v e d  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  of  women on Nova S c o t i a n  s c h o o l  

b o a r d s ,  à t o p i c  whi ch  , p e r c o l a t e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  f 1 f t een» y e a r s .' ' A l t h o u g h  

• t h e r e  wer e  c a l l s  f o r  r e p r e s e n t . a t  i on  as  e a r l y  as  1902,  i t  was not  u n t i l  

1909 t h a t  a f o r c e f u l  d r i v e  f o r  t h i s  r e f o r m  c o m m e n c e d .  n a t h e r  t h a n  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f i g h t  t h e  I s s u e  I n  an . e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  H a l i f a x  L. C. W.,

. l e n d e r s  In  t he .  mo v e me n t ,  w a n t e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  • t o  a p p o i n t  a f e m a l e  

,s c hoc  l boa  rd mem be r . The  T.C.W. had  a c e r t a i n  t y p e  o f  woman I n  mi n d .
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As' a l e t t e r  to t he  H a l i f a x  D a l l y  Echo c l a l meH,

• the r i g h t  k i n d  o f  woman,  whose s y m p a t h i e s  have  been ovir- 
t n r e d  I n  th.e e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  h e r  own c h i l d r e n  p o s s e s s  n 
d e e p e r  I n s i g h t  , t n t o  c h i l d  l i f e  a mi c h i l d  na t - n r e  t i j an  Is 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  any man,  even For  t he  t r a i n e d  t e a c h e r .

For  s u ' f f r a g l s t s  and a n t  l - svi f  Frag I s t s  t he  even t na 1 a c c e p t a n c e  of  wGmen

on s c h o ô l h o a r d s  V a s  r a t i o n a l i z e d  a s a :p r  o d 11 c t . o f wo ma n ' s  " I n r n i t l v e

k n o w l e d g e  o f  c h i l d  n a t u r e ,  and ' t h e i r  k e e n  p e r s o n a l  I n t e r e s t  In '■'hi .^,

w e l f a r e .  ... [ thal^]  s u p p l e m e n t s  t h e  ' know l edge  of  b u s i n e s s  and ox( 'cnCiv( '

' ■ ■ ■ 27 • ■a b i l i t y  o f  men C o m m i s s i o n e r s .  .

Dur l ng t he  f i r s t  two d e c a d e s  -of the t w e n t l o t h  c e n t u r y ,  m a t e r n a l

f e m i n i s m  b e c a m e  t h e  o n l y  g r o u n d ' f o r  f e ma  1 c e n Fr n n c h I s e m e n t . O c r a s -

s t o n a l l y  ther- ' e wa s  a r a r e  p e r s o n  s u c h  a s  a u t h o r  and  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r

M a r s h a l  I S a u n d e r s  who w r o t e  t o  Che Echo 1n I 9 Oh s t a t i n g  t h a t  " t h e r e

s h o u l d  be no s e x  I n  c i t i z e n s h i p  . —̂ L i b e r t y  and ( t q u a l l t y  Fo-r a l l ,  and

C o - o p e r a t i o n  f o r  [ l e r f e c t  wo r k . "  But  mo r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  I d e o l o g y  of

m a t e r n a l  f e mi n i s m p r c v . a i l e d .  . . Appe a l s  both, f o r  v o t e s  f o r  women and For

, women CO v o t e  • wer e  .based on woman' .s ' . supposed a b i l i t i e s  In m o t h e r i n g  and

h o u s e k e e p i n g -  . T'n 1 9 1 5 , when  Mary R i t c h i e  w r o t e  a- l e t t e . r  t o  F e ma l e

vo. t e r s  u r g i n g  t hem . to p a r t i c i p a t e , she  r e f l e c t e d  t he  v i e w s  o f  .almo.st,

. ' a l l  sti f f r ag l.s t.y. Women needed  Co v o t e  In'  t h i s  mi.inlc-1 pa l  e l e c t i o n ,  shi'

' c l a i m e d ,  In o r d e r  C o - l m p r o v e  " d e a r  o l d  d i r t y  l l a l l ' f a x . "  C l e a n  t e r ,

,racat k i l l e d  u n d e r  h y g i e n i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  pur e  m i l k ,  and .no-more " m i c r o b e - .

l a d e n  d u s t "  were  t h e  l.ssne.s For f e m a l e  v o t e r s ,  t o  c o n s i d e r .  The l.y.sue

o f  e q u a l i t y ,  had  b e e n  s u p p l a n t e d  by a c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m u n i c i p a l  hon . se -

keep l  n g . . . ' .

Thé e a r l y  su  f f r ag  Ls t s  want ed  more t h a n  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y ;  t hey

a l s o  d e s i r e d  s e x u a l  and e c onomi c  e.qual l t . y.  Like o t h e r  f ç m l n l s t . s  who

1 4 9



c o n c e n t  r-fitiîfj on c h a l l e n g i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  n o t i o n s  of  women' s s e x u a l  1 t y , 

p h y s l c a l l t y ,  and  t h e  ' p r o p e r  a p h e r e '  -  w h e t h e r  t h e y  be p h i l a n t h r o p i c  

r e f o r m e r s  o r  p a i d  - w o r k e r s  - - s u f f r a g i s t s  e v e n t u a l l y  n a r r o w e d  t h e i r  

v i s i o n  .to .one t h a t  e mp h a s i z e d  woman' s  moral  and ma ' t e rna l  s upc  r i o r i  ty.  

E v e n t u a l l y  f e m a l e  enf  r anc l ’' l s e m e n t  became a . r e a l i t y , .  - Wi t h o u t  . the w i d e r  

s c o p e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  c r i t i c a l  f e m i n i s t  v i s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  s u f f r a g e  was  

h a r d l y  a r a d i c a l  aci i i evem.ent -  The me.t.amorph.c.sis f rom a c r i t i c a l  to a 

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  e v e n t u a l l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  a 11 a 1nm en t  o f  s u f f r a g e  t o ,  

m a s q u e r a d e  as  t h e  t r i u m p h  of  t he wo ma n ' s  . mo v e me n t . .  I n  t h e  . l ong  r u n  

fern In I s t s , would d l . s cove r  t h a t  t  he l o s s  of  a c r i t i c a l ,  fem' inl .gt  p e r s p e c -  

t i v c  e l i m i n a t e d  t l i e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of-  a b r o a d e r  é c o n o m i e  a n d  s o c i a l  

e q u a l i t y  f o r  women.  . ' ' . ' .
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H a . l l f a x  L.C.W. S c r a p b o o,k, P.A.N.sT,  MG 20,  Vol .  206 ,  v a r i o u s  
p a g e s . ' '
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CONCLUSION

The women r e f . d r mer s  o f ' , Vi c t o r l  an Nova S c o t i a  , In f l u c n c e d  I m p o r t a n t  

c h a n g e a  b o t h  I n  t h e  d e f l n ' I t l o n  of  w o m a n h o o d ,  a nd  yn wo ma n ' s  p l a c e  fn 

t he  b r o a d e r  p n b H c  s p h e r e .  . Rut  -  as  t h i s  t h e s i s  ha.s d e m o n s t r a t e d  -  t he  

f e m i n i s t  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f .  a ç r I t I c a L  re.s p e n s e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  

. I n d u . s t r l a l  cap  IC al, l  sm l e d  t o  r e s u l t s  t h a t  wer e  much more l i m i t e d  t ha h  

e a r l y  fera 1 n I s t s ' had o r i g i n a l l y  I n t e n d e d .  . When t h e s e  women e v e n t u a l l y ,  ■

embraced  a , m a t e r n a l  I d e o l q g y ,  t h e y  u n w l t t l i g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t he  m a r g i n a l ­

i z a t i o n  of  women w i t h i n  t h e  w o r k i n g ,  r  e c r  e a  t I o n a  1 ,. ed i\ c a V I on a 1 and ■

, . p o l i t i c a l  wor ld. -  ,Tn a d d i t i o n ,  t he y  . a l lowed women' .s - s e x u a l i t y  l o  become 

the  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  a.specC . o f  -al I f e m i n i n e  e n d e a v o r s .

A co.mpar l son of  the-  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  woman' s  movement  to 

t h a t  of  the  e.i r l y  t w e n t i e t h  . c e n t u r y  demon.s' t r a t e s  t h e  change  of  d i r e c ­

t i o n  f r o m  a c r i t i c a l  to; -a m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s t  p o . s l t l o n .  Rven t h o s e  

n I n e t e e n t  h , c e n t  u r y w o m e ii r e f o r m e r s  who w e r e  f i r m l y  e n I r e n c h e d i n 'a 

m a t e r n a l  ' o r i e n t a t i o n  u n d e r s t o o d  and d e p l o r e d  the- e x p l o i t i v e . '  c h a r a c t e r -  • 

i s  t i c s  o f  m o d e r n  c'a p i  t  a 1 1 s ra. T h i s  a n a l y s i s  was  d i s c a r d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,

. a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  when r e f o r m e r s . - e m p h a s i z e d  t he  p r e s e r v a ­

t i o n  of  'women' s s o c i a l m o r a l  and r e p r o d u c t  i v e - q ' u a l l t l e . s .  ' . \
,  '  '  . . .  ■ ' , \

Thé cmphî i s i s  on t h e s e  f e m i n i n e  q u a l i t i e s  - domi na t ed  t he  t w e n t i e t h  \

c e n t u r y  w o r l d  o f  w o r k  and r e c r e a t i o n .  I n  s p o r t s , f e m a l e  r e f o r m e r s  

ad j  u.s t e d  t h e i r  e a r l y  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  e n c o u r a g i n g  h e a l t h y  and g r a c e f u l  

women t o  a p o s i t i o n - w h i c h  saw t h e  u t i l i t y  of  a t h l e t i c  e n d e a v o r s  o n l y  In 

t e r ms  of  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  women' s  r e p r o d u c t i v e  d e s t i n y .  fl imi  I a r l y  

In t h e  work wo r l d ,  t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  f e m i n i s t s  d i s c a r d e d  an a n a l y s i s  

t h a t  a t  o n c e  d e m a n d e d  g e n d e r '  e q u a l i t y  I n  w a g e s  and c o n d e m n e d  t h e
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e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  I n s t e a d  t l i ey  r a l l i e d  n f o n n d  t he  I d e o l o g y  of  

'

m a t e r n a l  f e m i n i s m  -  o f t e n  o p e n i n g  new d oor s  . for  women -  but  e v e n t u a l l y

l i m i t i n g  women’ t o  m a r g I n n b t z e d  g e n d e r - s o g r e g a l e d  r o l e s  In a wor l d  where

mal e  wo r k e r s  d o mi n a t e d .

T w e n t l e .  t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m e r s  a l s o  I g n o r e d  t h e  ea  r l y  ' f e m I n I s t s '

c r i t l l j n e  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  be t we e n  t h e  ,s(;xe,s, I n c l u d i n g  j t;; a'naly.si.s of

f a s h i o n  and m a t e r i a l i s m .  Li ke  t h e  r e f or mer . s  • I n v o l v e d '  In s p o r t ,  work

and p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  s econd  g o n e . r a t l o n  r e f o r m e r s  e mp h a s i z e d  . s p e d  f I ca I ly

' f e m i n i n e '  q u a  1 11 I e s  s u c h  as  v i r t u e  and mor ' al  ! t y ,  . a n d ,  o f  c o u r . s e ,

women' s  ma t e r n a l ,  and r e p r o d u c t  Ive c apab i  1 I t i e s .  '
. . .  • ' . - •• _ k. ^

Th d n 1 t i-m a t  e ' a ch l e  V e ra e n t o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  wo me n ' s  mo v e me n t  I n ,  

Nova S c o t i a  was  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  . s u f f r a g e ,  f o r  wom.cn..'  Hut e v e n  s u f ­

f r a g i s m  t e ’v e . a l s  t h e  t r a ns  f o r ra .a t-1 on f r o m an c a r f l e r  c o . nce r n  w i t h  - 

po l l t l . c a l .  and e c onomi c  e q u a l i t y  .t o'  t w e n t i e t h  cen t  ur  y ma t e r n a l  I .sm. In 

the  I p t e r  p e r i o d  feral  n lot . s  saw t h e  vote,  nk a d e v i c e  wh'I.ch would a l l o w  

wo me n ' s  n u r t u r i n g  v i r t u e .  ,s t o  come I n t o  p l a y .  G i v e n  t hi  ̂ b r o a d e r '  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f e m I n I s t ,s , t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  e v e n t u a l ,  

g r a n t i n g  of  t h e  v o t e ’to. women wa.s a t  b e s t  a p a r t i a l  v i c t o r y .  . "

' , I t  Is l mp o . s s l b l e  t o . . c o n f i r m why the  me. tnmorpbos Is f rom a c r i t i c a l

t o  a . ma t e r na l  f e m i n i s t  scn.s. lh 11 I t y  o c c u r r e d ,  However ,  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  

c l a s s ’ c o n f l i c t  I n  V i c t o r i a n  Nova ’S c o t i a  . s o c i e t y  'may be ' a t  t he  r oo t  of 

t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  The l e a d e r s  of-  t h e  women' s  ' raoveraent,  bo t h  b e f o r e

and a f t e r  t h e  t p r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  w e r e  e d u c a t e d  ml d d . l e  c l a s s  wonjgn.
.

Whi l e  t h e y  no doub t  had a s i n c e r e  des i r e ,  t o  r e f o r m . s o c i e t y ,  o f t e n  they

had no d e f i n i t e  b l u e p r i n t  o f ’ how change c ou l d  be e f f e c t e d .  Wl t h o d t  a

• o '  ■ ■ ■ ' '  ' '
c l e a r  and c o h e r e n t  a n a l y s i s  of.  t h e  way i n  w.h 1 ctl  t h e i r  w o r l d  w o r k e d ,
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t h e y  a pp r oa c he d  s o c l d l  problejnB :(.n a p i e c e - m g a l  f a s h i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e  

s o me  e a r l y ,  f e m i n i s t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ^  may n o t  

h a v e  d e s i r e d  a f u l l  s o c i a l  . t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  Sucl i  a t h o r o u g h - g o i n g  

c h a n g e  m i g h t  w e l l ,  r e d u c e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g ,  a s t a t u s  t h a t  many 

women o b t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  . t h e i r  r o l e s  a s  m i d d l e - c l a s s  w i v e s  and 

d aiig h C e r . s . '-.In a d d i t i o n  . t h o s e  Borneo who d i d  c . o mp r e h e n d  Cha t  r e a l

cqi i l a l i t y  depended upon c h a l l e n g e s  to t he  s y s t e m  o f  wage l a b o u r ,  found 

t h a t  t he  f l e d g l i n g  M a r i t i m e  . soci a l i . s t ,  movement  had l i t t l e  room In t h e i r  

d a n k s f o r  w o m e ii. S o c i a 1 I s t s ,  l i k e  t h e  s t  a u n c h e s t  s u p p o r t e r  s o f

C a p i t a l i s m ,  a d h e r e d  to t he  m a t e r n a l  r o l e  f o r  women.*.

U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  women r e f o r m e r s  a d o p t e d  a c o u r s e ,  o f ,  

m a t e r n a l  f e m l n l . s m  t h a t -  a t  o n c e  u n d e r c u t  o p p o s i t i o n  ' t o  t h e  woma n ' s

movement  -  such-a. s  In tl ie c a s e  of  . s u f f r a ge .  --  and whi ch  p r o v i d e d  bot h  an

. a c c e . s s l b l e  and c o m f o r t a b l e '■ v e h l c l  e f o r  r e f o r m . '  What .would have been 

h a r d  f o r  t h e m Co f o r e s ' e e  a t -  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e '  c e n t u r y ,  was  t h a t  t h e  

l i m i t e d  s cope  of  m a t e r n a l  ' f emi ni sm p r o mi s e d  on l y  shor -C- t e rm s o l u t i o n s  

t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  - s o c i e t y .  I n  t h e  . l ong  ' t e r m , h o w e v e r ,  m a t e r n a l  

f e m i n i s m  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  l e g i t i m a t i o n  and I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  

g end e r -  re  i a t e d  I nequa l  i t l e . s .  . ■ <
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i'OOTNOTIOS : CONCLUS TÜf#

Li nda  Ke a l e y ,  "Canad i an  S o c i a l i s m  .and t he  Woman Q u e s t i o n ,  1900-  
1914" ,  L a b o u r / L e  T r a v a i l , 13 ( S p r i n g  ■J'984), pp.  7 7 - 1 0 0 ;  C a r o l  
B a c c h l ,  " D i v i d e d  A l l e g i a n c e s :  The Re.s pons  c o f  F a r m and L a b o u r  
Women t o ' Suf f r a g e " , i n  Kea i y  (cd- ) ,  A Not U n r e o s o n a b l e  C l a i m , pp. 
89-1Q8.  See a l s o  Ke,aley,  "I .nt rodvict ioiT' ,  . T b l d -, pp.  1-14.
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APPIÏMDIX T" - .

. Tlie . f o n  ow f.ng poems ■ repcesçnt :  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of  Nova S d o t l a n s  t o

, . v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  .

S u f f r a g e  :

WHKN TMP LADTl'S VOTR

Wiat  w i l l  t h e  c o u n t r y  b e , '  
lilt en t h e  l a d i e s  vo t e?

S t i l l  t h e  1 and of  l i b e r t y ,
When t h e  l a d i e s  vo t e?

' Wi l l  t h e y  gove r n  e v e r y  town.
Wi l l  t h e y  c r u s h  t h e  poor  man down,

' Sage ,  p h i l o s o p h e r  and c lown.
When t h e  l a d l e s  vo t e?

Wi l l  t h e y  s t a n d  up i n  t h e  c a r s ;
When t h e - l a d {es vo t e?

•Wi l l  t h e y  c l o s e  up a l l  t h e  b a r s .
When t h e  l a d i e s  vo t e?

Wi l l  t h e y  w a i t  and -watch a t  n i g h t , 
f o r  a husband wl\cn h e ' s  t i g h t ?

Not by a s o me t h i n g  s i g h t ,
When t h e  l a d l e s  v o t e .

.•Wl' ll '  c o n d u c t o r s  p u l l  t h e i r  b e l l s ,  
When t h e ' l a d l e s  v o t e ,

Whi le  t h e  f a i r  exchangè  f a r e w e l l s ,  
Wlien t h e  l a d i e s  v o t e ? '

Wi l l  t h e y  s t a r t  t h e i r  c a r s  and go 
As t h e y  do j u s t  now,  you know?

No, t h e y  w i l l  n o t  d a r e  do s o ,
When t h e  l a d i e s  v o t e .

Oh! t he  men w o n ' t  be so mean, .
When t h e  l a d l e s ,  vote , '  .

And go o u t  t h e  a c t s  be t we e n ,
IJtien t h e  l a d i e s  v o t e .

N o r . t h e  f u n n y  w r i t e r s  s a y
.What t h e y ’ve s a i d  f o r  many a day,

Of t h e  h i g h  h a t s '  a t  t he  p l a y ,
Wlten t h e  l a d i e s  v o t e .

Oh! w e ' l l  a l l  s e e  b e t t e r  d a y s ,
When t h e  l a d i e s  v o t e ;

We w i l l  walk  i n  wi s dom' s  ways;
Wlien t h e  l a d  les .  v o t e ;

A l l  t h e . k i n d s  of  t r a d e  w i l l  hum'.
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' ■  ' (  Home L i f e :  V

And tl ic happy.  Limey w l l i  come 
The g r a n d  m i i l e n l u m ,   ̂

l ihen the.  l a d i e s '  v o t e .

Acad i an  Re c o r d e r  -  November 6,  '.IR&8

" I f  a body pays  t h e  t a x e s  
S u r e l y  y o u ' i t  a g r é e ,

Tha t  a body e a r n s  t h e  F r a n c h i s e  
Wliether  l\e or  s he .

Every c i t y  ha.s i t s  f . a t he r s  
Honors  them I .mean; '% ’

Then e v e r y  c i t y  must  have mother.s 
That ,  t h e  house  be . c l e a n . ”

W. C. T . U. ,  E n c l o s u r e ,  Annual 
C o n v e n t i o n , 191?., P'. A.N.S.  T MG20, 
Vol .  156 " '

The home l.s a r e f u g e  from s t r i f e  .
A c o m f o r t i n g  s h e l t e r  f rom- . s torm,  .
The d e a r e s t  of  p i a c h s , t he  g l o r y  of  l i f e  
Where h e a r t s  .are most  h e nde r  and warm-

W.C.T.U."Buy Your  Own C h e r r i e s '  
P . A , N. S .  MC20, Vol . 506- / ' I?:  .

Temper ance  :

Buy y o u f  own c h e r r i e s  , your  d e a r  \>nc.s 
Are l o n g i n g  f o r  c h e r r i e s  and b r o a d . ’
0 l e t  no t  s t r o n g  d r i n k  rob t h e  c h i l d r e n  
Buy c h e r r i e s ,  f a i r  c h e r r i e s  In . g t ead .  ■ .

W.C.T.U.  ."Buy Your.  Own C h e r r i e s '  
P.  A. N. S.  'MC20,- Vol .  506 //1 7

P la y g ro u n d  R ef pria:

"Proud i s  - t h e  c i t y  s h e ' f I n d a  a . p l ace  f o r  many a fad t o - d a y ,
. But  s h e ' s  m o r e  t h a n  b l i n d  I f  s h e  ' f a l l s  t o  f i n d  a p l a c e  f o r  t.he 
boys t o .  p l a y ,  ' », ' ' ■ .
Give  them a c ha nc e  f o r  I n n o c e n t  s p o r t ,
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Give them a chance  -for  fun \  •
B e t t e r  a . playground,  p l o t  t ha n  a cO'Jjr't and. \  j a i l  when t h e  ha r m ,1a 
. ( i o r i e - . ^  ■ , - . ■
•Give .thçra a c hance  -  I f  you a t i n t  thpm ' no t ,  t omor r ow ÿ'o\ i ' l l  have
Co pa y .  . ' .  . ■
A l a r g e r . b i l l  f o r  a d a r k e r  111,  so g i v e  them a p l a c e ,  t o  p l a y  ! 1

H a l i f a x  L.C.W. P h o t o c o p i e s  
■ ' ; . ' . • p . A. N. S. - MC20,  VÔT: 1015 ? 3 7  b-Q.  .

D reas Reform  a n d ^ th e  New Wpnan "

I s t a n d  In  t h e  c o l d  a s . . t h i s ,  s t o r y  i s  t o l d , '  
w i t h  naugh t  b u t  an o l d  f l a n n e l  s k i r t , and _ ■

 ̂ my l e g s  a r e  a 1,1 f r o s t  f o r  my t r o u s e r s  I ' v e  l o d t
my wi f e  has  a new harem s k i r t . .
When a b r o a d  she  d o t h  roam I  have  t o  s t a y  home; 
a r r a y e d  In h e r  o l d  ' l i n e n  d r e s s ,  . s ince .thl.s 
f a s h i o n  from F r a n c e ,  S h e ' s  t a k e n  iny pant .s 
and w i l l  wear  them f o r e v e r  1 g u e s s .

Acadi an R e c o r d e r A p r l  1

THE NEW MAN ' '
- .

Now, rommy, d e a r , j u s t  run d o w n , s t a i r s  : .
. a n d . g e t  y o u r  p a p a ' s  s hawl ;
I m u s t n ' t  make your  m o t h e r . w a i t  - w e ' r e

g o i n g  t o  t h e  b a l l  , ■ , : ,
1 l e f t  h e r  In  t he  d i n i n g  room a t  h e r . c i g a r s
■ and wi ne ;  , • ■ ' ,

.She l ooks  so b ra v e  and - manly I n - t h a t . . n e w  
dre. ss  s u i t  o f  mi ne .  , ' . . .  '

To n i g h t  1 s h o u l d  have  ' worn i t ,  Tom, but.l 
■' S à r à h ' a  s a g e  d e c r e e  . ' •  '• f r. 
D e c l a r e s  your  m o t h e r ' s  b a l l  drp.ss . i s  t h e ,  '' 

vé.ry t h i n g  f o r  me.  '
To n i g h t  . I  pu t  my .ma'l.e a t t i r é  f o r e v e r  on 
. t h e '  s h e l f ;  . '

And assume the' ^^al t s  and g f a c e s  of  my
■ f em. l n l n l c  ' se l j f . ,  . ■ ° '

The re' .  8 on l y  o^e  t h Tn g ,  Tommy, l o v e ,  ‘t h a t  • 
iiiars f the doc t b^ . ' s .  p l a n  -  

 ̂T l s :  ndp my volc ' e a l o n e  which w i l l  p r O ' - ^ - - -  
c l a i m  s t l y f l  a man;

With arms and" heCk d e c o l l e t e ,  .1 do n o t  
' dwe l l  w i t h  j o y  ;
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On how some Sont h  Seq Tg l a ndc r s -  t a t f o o e d  
me aç a b o y . ■ . ' '

T ' v e  a c r o s s  upon t he  l e f t ,  arm and  an
a n c h o r  on t h e  r i g h t ;  , • ■

1 ' m a f r a i d  ' t h e  g i r l s  w i l l  t i t t e r  when my 
’s h o u l d e r s  come In  s i g h t - '  ■

The r e  Is a f a n c y  s | r .etch of* Sa t a n  f e e d i n g  ' ' '
' s o u l s ' w i t h  b r i m s t o n e  s t e w,  .

And a most '  e x c i t i n g ,  p i c t u r e  of  a c o c k - f i g h t  •
l o  Corfu. -  . • ■ ■ • . , , ,

Now,' J a n e ,  j u s t  g e t  my s m e l l i n g  s a l t s  -  
' . t w i l l  h e l p  me wi t h  my. n e r v e s  , ■ _ ■

And b r a c e  your  ' mas t e r  u | ) . wh l i e  he d i s - ,  
p l a y s  h i s  curve ' s .  • '

T o n i g h t  I ' l l  d i e  o r  c o nque r  a l l  t h e  gal  1 an t
h e a r t s  i n  town -  '

' t o n f o u n d  t h a t  f l a n n e l  p e t t i c o a t  -  1 hope i t
w o n ' t  s l i p  down.  ' -

Ob,  I  h e a r  your  m i s t r e s s  c a l l i n g ,  and I t ' s
g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  l a t e .  ' ,

A - t o u c h  of  rouge ;  some power t h e r e  ; and 
s e t  my h i p  pads  . s t r a i g h t .

I ' m  coming!  Ta., t a ,  .s'^nny. 'Now your  
■ p a p a ' l l  c u t  a d a s h ,  ' ' . .
And lie; '11 show ' em'How a m a r r i e d  man . ,
' can mak.c and keep  a mash.  ■

■ ' , Acadi an  R e c o r d e r ’, March 10,, 1895

■ / '
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