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* Female reformerg of Victorian Nova Scotin\plnyedvn critical role ’
in intérpreting and shaping both thefir. world and- thelr womanhood. ' As
SRR ) tndustrialization transformed the modern cnpitqiiﬂt order, Maritime’ .
women in the lagt third of the 19th centiry challenéed‘tfndlttonnl ’
beliefs about rbliéton#icdutntlbn, gexuality, physicdlfty{ politics, ' i
’ work, sports, consuﬁertsnh ahd:even_thc'nqture»of caplealtism. These
early feminists, fram'ﬁhose who_were'flﬁmly[footed i a'hnternaL_ . - ?\:
. .VorigntntLbn po_thbée who had a horg,critical pergpective, all under- w. i _JV;,5
“ . . . ! : o . ) .
stood and ‘deplored the exploftive characteristics of modern capttalism.
; - By the turn of the century, howéver, these reformers had embraced al
* . mﬁternal femtnigt orthodoxy which celehfated notions «of - women's moral
purity, ndrfnfingnébility, and ftaer sensibilities. TIn sports, for
. ' ' ' . S 4 - ’ B
example,.veformers moved from an fdeology that promoted health'fyl
vrecreatlion to one that emphasized the relatlon bétween aport and. ~ s
) N ‘women's reproductive dcstihy. -Similavly In .the carlier pertod female - - . o
workers - from teachers to domestic sérqants - démonstfatcd thelr = .
. T 'hwarpness of both class solldacity and ‘the need fé?_geqder‘equality; '
. " Reformers lu the last third. of the nineteenth century #lso guestioned | e
T - “uﬁhelhature of sexuality and mérriage offering a critique of fashtion:and
o . . o S . ' { e
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capitalist. matecfalism. .Again the reform critique underwent a meta-
morphogts from critdeal to matefnal feminism after the turn of the
c . N L e ‘.—"’ S ’ * - .
century. ‘The results -of this trhn’sform_act‘on were ?1g\nificnnt. While
reformers achleved ghort:term galua, in the long run the emphasis on
. M N : . . . o
. . N . . R . . . - ¢
_ maternal feminigm served to legitimate and lnstitutionalize gender
Inequalities. . - ‘
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marriage and motherhood for all womanklnﬂ.l

INTRODUCTION

o

Female reformers of Victorlan Nova Séotf@ played a critical role

¢

lp'iﬁtaﬁpreting and reﬂhaping-hofh tﬁeir'wofld and their wpmanhOod. As

1ndu8trializationtanqformed the modcrn capltaltst order, Mafitime

women in the last third of the. l9th century challcnged traditional

*

beljcfé‘ahout edhqhtion; religion, SQXUality, physigality, bo1jtics{

4+

work, -consumerism

, and even the natute of capitalism. By the turn of

“the century, however, the Qritigal edge of the reformersg' -inquiry had

become blunted. Yo time thelr critlque became Indistinguishable from

-

the broader Liberal prdgreséj;e méyemeﬁt, the bnsic objectives of which

were to lmprove the qysrem by reforming it in a piece meal manner,’ and

v

enguring. greater soclal pfFicioncy by applyiny cctcnt1f1c princ1ploq of

soclal englneering.: For the most part,,turn of . the century reformgrs

lgnored what earlier feminists had often addressed: the roots of con-

"temﬁgrary social inequality. In turn, these twentieth céntﬁryrréformf

erg‘adhered toa maternal femiﬁist'ideolbgy, one ﬁhat celebrated no—.

. . . . -
A

tiong of @qman‘s superior nurturlng'nhility; moral purity, and refined

gengibllitles, all of which were supposed to culminate In a destiny of

Various historians have addressed the nature.of the. Lurn o[ thé

" century women's mbvemcnt'and'the 1mpadt,of_maternal femih{sm, qmphasis—

{ng ltq'conqervar1vo Chnractérf~ Ih»hpr‘rprenc book ldheration»

(3
T

' Deferred” The Ideas of the English Canadian Suffragists, Carol Bacchi.

.

“has suggestpd rhat middle clnsq reformers coﬂcerned themselves with a

broad range of tssues thnt served their class interests. Thege issues

\

1ncLuded UuaLnsgtmnﬂonalﬁzation’of the:feeble.minded,'1mmigration‘
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\ iestrictions, the servant question, soclal purtty and boqsoxship_' All
. o of these refleécted the, reformers': maternal Témtnism“ Bacchl contendas
R : : .. . . * 1§ ‘ * .
o \ ' . T R L .
that suffrage was oné vehicle -that maternal feminiats nggd'tofuthievé !
s S . ) . o R ’ R
. their reform goals and that true liberation for, wowen was delayed
) Qqcaﬁge of the emphasis on mategnal femiﬁism and, syffrage. Catherlne
Cleverdon presented a different plcture of the Marilimec suffrage move-
) ment. She stregged that while suffragists {n the rest\ﬁf Canada had an
‘aggressive platform and forward 1obking visdon, Mér[time women ‘were
RN bound by the traéitional congetvatism -of the regtoél Clgverdon: arbl-
-\‘ trarily stereotyped the Maritimes as a'"Strbnghold>o Conservatfam”.
A <ot _ . R ) . )

L, , e

\ DI

\

Bacchi's view that both twentieth céuhury‘fgminism 3ﬁd'suffrag19m were
; . . S ) ;
-4

consérvative, and Cleverdon's contentlon that the suffrage movement ‘was

generél]y progressive, and conservative only in the Martt(mes; suffer

from" the same limitdtidnr_they'ignore femintsm 1n an carlier period.
repres

In the last quarter of the nineteenth

e

century suffrageé and maternalism
ented only a small portion of the feminist degign;- after the sturn
of .the 'céntury they became 1t

s predominant. elements. This facqt
requires a reépprataal.of the natute of feminism fn {ts origths-ns well
gs'tts‘results.z )

\

There 1s impér:ant'gork by American historians which deals with
Ehis,carlier critical bqr{od and the subséqueqt

the

narvowing of the
strug

feminist vision. Tn True Love and Perfgct.Unio
examined

n Willianf Leach has

gles of -early feminlsts and their beltef In
. o LT ~ S L . S ‘
sclentifice knowledge}.cooéﬁfatifn, humanitarianism, and rationality.

These early feminists qugsfione

4

7 hoth the 11befa1_tradttion and posases—
~sive individvalism. After“fh¢,turn of the century tht

Kl

g critical
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1

femtntars became Tcaughr within the IHmitariona and strengths of a

N N . . - L . . . .
reform-tradftion that they In many ways, helped to.createf3_
This refqrn traditbon wag an Integral componéntlof feminism 4in

Noyn Seotin. Thin rhests'examines that tradition in a period when Novd

. R

:Scotinn feminlsts poagsessed a qritical view of hoth thejr world and the

captrnlkst order and get out to reform many of thc 1115 of - that world

SRy ST |

Tt 3190 considern ‘the early rwcntieth century narrowing of that vision

i
'

into a conservntive maternal feminist ideology.

Historians nave ntstaken this maternal:feminfsr 1deology*~ and
rhefcorresbonding'prngressive reforn impuise —1qé a Critiealiéombonent
of rhe'mbvémenr.for'change 1n'tne early part of the rwenrigth centnry.
Since~tnese historinns do not constder gocdal 1nequa11t{es as dccply
rooted in capitalism itéelf, they hnve‘tended to ignore both the impact
of canitalism‘s eatvly expnnéion and the early reaction to lt. Tnese

gsame historlans, morebver, habing identified the progressive refqrn

~

novement as a deciétve.nttaqk pn;the perplexing problems of society, .’

+

have, applauded the maternal Femjnist stance. - This permits thex to

.identify 6he\ach1evement of‘univgrsal suffrage as noth the.uiprmate

goellnnd reward of a new and 'aggressive' reform orthodoxy.

This' approach needs reappraisal. When one examines the Tise of a

. crtttcal'femtnish'which neEOmranied_the 1ndn9tr{5f1zation of Nova

Scotta dnrtng the lagt. quarter oF the nineteenth century, 1t becomes

- . ®

')posqible to trace tts eventnal m@tamorphosis into the orrhodoxy of
marernnl feminisgm. 'This argument is differeat from one that merely

dismisses the early;femin{éé{movement as conéErvattve as well as from

5

approach narrowed Into a maternal’feminism which. occurred when,




" adopted that fdeology or merely became less vogal it 1s-impossible to

Y
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those that see 1t as pfogresstve_or radical. By the eacly twentleth

“century middle, class feminists no longer eriticized the inequalities

existing in Nova Scotlan soclety. Tn tnrn,ﬁméternql femintsﬁ allowed

P

them to make certafin tmprovements in goclety wythodt dhalfunﬁ(ng'orj

.

"threatening their own class Interests. SR oo

WQilé‘middie.ciass women are .often gfven_pr{mnry conslderatlon {n
chis thests, I have attempted to include the vfewpoiﬁts of . women of all
classes. Many women —~ especlally thost_froﬁ‘the underclagses - are

known to us only by their initfals or a psenddnym,'as s the case In

ungigned letters to'newSpaper editors. But just ag middle class women

drew upon thekr own clags experience In offér%nﬂ thelr solutions to.

soclety's ills; working class woméhnconstructéd thelr ideas out of
their own class experiénce as well. Thelr visfon often fafled to’

colncide with' that of fthe middle class reformerg. 'Around/ﬁﬁp turn’ of
S , o ‘ S » s .
the century, however, this neglected and obscure group.scems to have .

lost 1its stridency, at the very time that maternal femloism was becom-

.tngﬂthe prevailing orthodoxy. wHeLher‘workiﬂg clags .women Qi\[ingly

say. What is impo%taqf is Ehati&omen of all.clasgses had a sgubstantial’

~

influence on their world. . Indeéd, these "women created new notiobns of

femininity and wdmanhood, many of which Ha?c ggﬂgrca to the present.

i

As Elizabéth Fox—Genovese has writtén, "the world we have inherited

Lo

could not have been built without them, neither the bad in that world

nor the good."A - E T
. N . N i °
. . T : :
While middle class -wdmen ‘left correspondence, dlariesg, reports, :
and spdiety minutes behind them, tt.is difficult to 10cat§ and .recon- /é<\
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4 3

" struct the opinfons of the more elusive working C1a§$ woman. One place

1 . .

‘whire working womeh dldvé;ﬁreés fheir Yieyslwas in the public press -
vartlcu]arli in n.{cédthg Halifax newéﬁaper,'ghe L1ch$1 ﬁgﬁﬂlini
Recorder. 'Tﬁc spclétviéofumn of chfs'bE%ébapor offerﬁ:a‘m1crocosmiof
the woman;s'movcment, inci@ding th; ;h1ft From critical to maternal

.

_fvmin{émh_ “Lady Jane,” a critlcal feminist column appearing throughout

much of -the last quarter of Qhe-nineteentﬁ century, had by the turn of

“thé: century been replaced by the ma;arﬁai feminism.of "Joan". UnTiké'

“"Lady Jané",'"Jonn" revelled in 'Society' balls and-fashion. Tor her,

likq.the later reformers, ma;érnal feminism émbodied the truest 1deal{
of womanhood. Newspaper columns, therefore, not only display iadi—,

N

1ect1&é-gu1§e of soclety over time.
_Hihute books and veports of various organizét{ons and sociéties -

despite their often limited middle class viGWpo}nt,“-offeqran équally'

abuandant wealth of-information. One is oftep struck by the candour,

[N " N

particularly in the earlier years, of feminists who were gaining an

initial foothold in the public worlﬁ. And, as with newspapers, the

readér -of these sources can gain an impression of an ewmerging col-

‘

Y

lective consciousness amongst Vicfofian Feginists.

While the primary sources for this‘éhgsis are almost exclusively

.
s

L . B

Tastern Canada ate,scarce. One should recog%ize-the fact, however,’

.that Nova 'Scotla was ﬂeither.isolaﬁed‘from"the rest of Nbrth America,

nor indeed;from}drenc Britalin. or the. continent,

N
V .

that affecteq these;régtons have often 1qfiuenced Nova Scotia as well.

st &

5 A

“vidual TésDonses’ﬁO_Particular Sitﬁatiohs but also vreveal the -col-\

¥

Nova Scotian, secondary sources. often are 38¥w~vﬁources,re1at{ng to. .

and that the influénces’

4




&

- of womanhood and thelr world.

" tion an integral part of-urban 1ife and consequently of rhig

Nova Scotian womeén qﬁbén replicated ghe(thqﬁghts_nnd actlona of wo;;n

/

- A . —

- . S~ . . .1. N .
elsewhere byt they also lnjected thelr qwn experiences toto the shaping

i
o -

Some women, of-course, were more {nfluential th%n\gyhcrﬂ.‘hln

-

‘phls=thesié,'1 place a considerable emphasis on women 1n urbantzed

A d : : .

areas. This {s not to dIsnlss the {mportance of the ideas of rural

. . ‘ . S “
women; nor-does 1t necessarily lead to thelr meglect. Rural wowen dUd

not share in the same experlencé as urban women, hut the staggerting

amount of outmigration from rural to urhan areag made rural crepresentd—... .

“
<.

thesis as

well. IR ; . N
» . " ; . N .
Changing de@pgraphié-patté}ns, the growth of factory work and
édentshop 1abouf, and the'1mpact of urbndlzntlonﬂand indugtriallsm on
prevalling standards of mqrﬁliti, all affected Nova Scotilan women — and, .

-

many were agifated én0ugh to part{c{pﬁtg In geform measures. Not
sutprisingly, women reformers of the Victorian era, like thelr male
counterparts, ex?tb{ted~a tremendous belief in the power 6?\§clcncé to

'bring.ﬁbodt soc,al_régenerationl'-Thé presgident of Huz?reébyterléq

Church Women's Farelgn Mtssionar& Soctety. - a'Mrs.'Dodge - commented fn

(.

189§ that - f' - K :

all the forces in-the world are moving towards the congum-—
mation of [the Lord's] work.  All the 'paraphanalia of
modern science are accessories towards this end; tele--
phones; telegraphs, submarine cables, stcam, electriclty,’
'rapid transit, are all brtngtng the ﬁorlg npare} to )
Christ. . : L : - Co © .

I

-

' «;‘Althdugh Dodge spoke only 1in the‘sp{rituul s%ngé, her -words could Egve

v
3

applied to Ehe role of sclence. in all aspects of soclety. -Rcténcejand_%

te
< g
"

s o

ZA
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a

;sdclety.'\According ro thtq early fem{nist theory, rattonality, order,

“achieve a fundamental reordering. of socieﬁ§.6

o NN
. . 3

technology it was hbpéd would br;ng'é'higher civilizat{oh'tb allimdq

.

- and, ‘wdmnnki_,nd.") o - . e : o
N P - ' ' -/

Concomiﬂant with-ﬁhé:beliéf iﬁisciencer Vié}&. an men;and women

o

“advocated @ ratlonal and orderly appréach to all spectq QF Virtortnw

Mife, ranging from trade and commerce to persodal'behaviour. Rcformers

health and hygiené, in'pefsdnal_énd class relatioyships,_and in-Intel-

s

lleved, were décrimental tO'women to future genorattons ,and to

aimed atfestﬁblfshfng,an edhilihrium'ip matters of sexua1iFy; in bodily

- lectual and physical trailning. Excesses of any sort, reformers'hem,

"

N

1nd qc[eanfic progrese could crpate the highest Eorm of civ{117arion'

poqqthlo. Ninete nth céntnqy,feminism, as William lpach has argued,

'thnq can he viewed "as‘a multifhrious network of asSociations and

'
o

apparatu es that produced an egalitartan idcoloyy determined and'

:11m1ted by‘its histor@;al matrix and‘that'attempted; in- 1t3 own right

B

to}shépe Contehporary Htstorical dondttipns{'rln théir struggle-pd

:_deftne thetr world and their womqnhood Eemaie refOrpers gained short

8
1

;erm'results. But as thelr theories cvéf@ed from & crit1c 1 per

.

"spective to a-maﬁerna} femin{st one, reformers lost .the oﬁppftunity to

N
»
v

“., . - . . < © e
A . E . A

. This thesis examines this late ndneteenth century ﬁgtamprphos{s

.;ﬁrdm.qrftital;tb Maternalgfeminiéﬁ in a ﬁumber of.diffefeht.wsys.

B .

‘Eirst' ic tudies thoae womeén who throughout che late n%netcpnth

\

'century had avoided sharp soctal crtttcism - parttcularly thoge whose

© . A ~.

tibn - but who wcre nonerhe] S5 deqtrou5 of parrakinp i new educaﬁ

‘prtmary interest 1ay tn'phi1anthrontc reform or RA ChriSC1an regenera—[




jtionnl_qpporkunitics and ecager to pass thelr knowlehgo on toﬂwOmon of
“ . Lo b . e . . ""_ . .t
~all-clasges.  Often these women understood the incqualities "that

»

stemmed from the changing work world and tried to address and remedy
. ’ : . ) v . I . . - . . )
“this Tmba]ancef But fncrénstng]y they-fenred social digequilibrium.
: C . - O oo .
‘Growing class conflict - and threats to racial ‘balance thht accompanied - -1~

tgfn 5{ tﬁe century"immigraﬁioh'léd these women ﬂn_rvﬁrogtAtnén ; - ~.V
'.Comfor£a£1e ﬁagernalipoéitiég.e ngeé}ter Ehese-réformors‘ﬁrom%rod
ﬁotherhbod‘gnd wiFehooa as fhé goal for ailfb;mEH,;adjugtihg thnLr
"Féform agenda Io‘ref}egf this new, onéctiﬁén _ ‘ ' i o o o

Second, it studies a sinilar transition fu the work world. Here .

too, both reformers and..female workers lost their'mor&-cri[ivnl_ﬁorﬁ

spgckfvg.:.By‘chg'uufnlbf the den;qr? Fﬁpy ﬁadxhubstithnd'n mat@anl
.feminisggidéblééj_féf'their e#flier ﬁritica]-;{ewpbinf.¢Tﬁvkh? nréq_of o ":\
.wérk, tﬁe‘ftnal result of this;narrq;eﬁ.peréné&tiﬁé~mcnnt more fha%'thp
aécebt;née éf Fﬁe.rble'df'wifé and moﬁhef: 'Tt a!sé moantfé;g}minlshcd'

sense of séiidarity_wjth;co-wqucrs, and an end to.demands for wage.

5

" parity and sexual equality with men;* Thus through the acceptance of -

. : . o R _
"maternal fewinism, women weve relegated to a marginalized Jbb market.
srnato - TELE R L 3 .

Fromlphi periphery of the employment world, women competed apainst each

other For subordinate positions, while male workers, with thelr self-
¢ -l P . o X v

styled -masculine,” business, and administrative acumen forged abead In

\f'S N »

) T R : ' o o N : -

» {. - .positions of responsibility. 'The evolution of the -teaching profession,
for example, clearly demonstrates the transition from a critical stance
) R e T e - o S o

P : . ) 4 . * . St S . . . - ‘a . - y
.toa timited maternal position. Teachers-In the last guarter of the
nineteenth century were exposed to the public world of newspaper.crit=" =

N oL fctsm, criticism or support frbm.taxpaydré, and professional apEitudésa




N .

of their male pebré\\ Female teachers were able to qrttCUiate an cgall—

tarfan position which supported equality in wageé for men and women and
. v, : . . IR . “ . . s

promoted a solidarity and a new professicnal sensibility dmongst all

teachers. With the turn of the rentdry.rettont to maternal feminism,

v

however, female teachers found that notions of woman'® 'superior’

«

murturing ability ltmited them to teaching lower grades, while male

;

‘teathers advanced to better paying positions both in teaching high

achool and administration.

In recreational pursuits as well women reformers.moved frdm.a

critical to a maternal pérspective and contfihdcéd to, the marginaliza-

"tlon of femnle athletics afters the turn of Ehe‘century. Early

Victorian spoft.reformers argued that women and men néeded to maintaln® -

a balance bBetwgen braln work and physical exercise. Additionally,

reformer’s belleved that women would not only have "lmproved good health

but thﬂt'idcalsvéf'graéefﬁl fpmtninity-anq-wbmhnliness would - be

enhanced by bhysicé?.exetéisé. By the turn of the century, however, .

'

following the rise in the popularity of team gports and bicyeling,

women‘sporﬁ reformers pfomdted qurﬁé‘énd athletic participation in a

N

‘different manner. -Théy argued that sports such ‘as excessive bicycling

¥

were hazardous to a woman's ‘movality and reproductive hépéhility, and .

r
.

that male dominated sports were qnnecesqafily'individpﬂlistic, competi;

tive and violent. §ports reformers,of_the early twentieth century

¢

eventually fedeaned_women's 5ports'to the'point that éexualtty and

' .

',_mﬂtetnaf poﬁential became more'highlyiﬁalued than afhletic ability. In

_sports, as 1u\ocher éreaé, the acceptance of maternal feminism did
N - . . -

-Vcreéte.shprt terﬁ'?ainé.*‘fd'thts case creating sports that WGré“exclu—

.

¢




slvely female - but in the'loug run the dem{se of the carlicr critleal

perspective meant that wdhen‘g athletics lost more than they gatned.

ve

It is perhaps in the realm of sexuallity and the gexual relatlon

. . . ¥
“between men and women that “the demise of nineteenth century critical

- N

>... 3 . ~ ' .
feminism can be most. clearly seen. Late nineteenth century women were

adamant about the need for équality in all aspects of the sexual rela-

" tiom. They .advocated a,nattonaf utilitarian dress — one that dld not
: A L : ‘
- b . . N . T . » ) -
.depend on male admiration — an end Lo the douhle'étgudard of movrality

for men and women, and.an egalitacian approach to marriage. Similarly

these -reformers attnc%cd growing materialism and ~consumerism. "’

the turn of the

e

Reformers dropped this ilné_of'crit}ca},lnquiry after

céentury and accepted"hatérnal'Fem{nism és_the prohyncpgzortbédpxy.
Afte; this polnt thg‘dgbatc'agqgt égx;éltty degéqer;ted,Lnto a dig-
course abéut;thé 6ractié3] énd accgptab}é Gpaqs to_énsﬁgre-a hgsbnnﬁJ
'the‘nLéimate.ogjgctiQG of métcrnal fcminigt.ideolﬁgy.

‘Throughout the 1ast-quafter df.che ninepébnfh éentury womoﬁ
ma{htnlned an interest-in péliétgallaffalrs. Aglration For:gﬁfrngg
‘;néreﬁsed'iﬁ tﬁe 1890's. Backeﬁ e;peciéliy by fhe*lnf}ﬁential Qbmgn%

Christtan Tempevrance Unilon of Nova Scdt1a,ﬂsufffagists‘ehjbyqd:é

Widéning‘baée of-puhllc support.. Petitions fo'thcllqgislnture wéro

_frequeg& gnd expécﬁations were high. Tn 1895 a Hal(fax municipal

electiod,demonstrﬁted that women's support crossged. clags Lines, and

over 10,000 people stgne& a pro-suf frage petiﬁton'that.wés“presented:to

the Nova Scotfa legislatuve. While these early suffraglats used.
-various arguments {n support of their demands, most not only wanted

efual political rights But also-déménded'econémic equality,wtthimenw

-

N




perspective narrowed as.suffragists adopted

N .

-

. R
. . “

After the turn of the century, hd&cver, this critical and egalitarian

-,

! maternni [emfn[st po§lf

“tion, ﬁtﬁ&lar to Cthat of Attorﬁey'CénCﬁal Jamqs_Wllberforce Lonyloy,

£
the’léﬁhcr of the anti-suffrage forces. Herndfter suffrdglsLs argued

[y

thut women's nurturihg qualities would be fmportant to the gradual

@
B

_01v111 ation of polirics : This_mnternél”idéo]ogy perhaps assisted the

attainment of suffrageJ-th0ugh many have argued that the granting of’

N

4

- guffragh was a.politically expedient move on the part of the.govern-

- .

ment. Whatever the reasons for its achievement, however, suffrage by

+

itself represepts only a.minor part of the'hroader dbiectives of

ecarlier critical feminists.
Tt ls_meortant td speculate on the vision that the-carlj
Victarian reformers projecfedﬂ Whﬁlé it 1s true that subhtle nuances

and dinerences charactevized cach woman's opihion, it appears that,

" tate nineteenth century reformersﬂheLd an' idealized dream of a, furure"

V"Qpreratlvé commonwealth.” They believed in a what might be termed -a

‘Bellamyite' vision of a world_wﬁére modern sclentific and techno-
logical advqncemhqtéz a benevolent state, and a philanthropic minded

citiienry‘would éompine‘with the highly civilized nature of late nine-

teenth cénﬁurv manAto form a utopian and classless soclety. .Just as

.

1,dward Bellamy had implied in his utoplan treatise Looking Backwards,

-nineteench century reformers-might-achieve-%oéidl;sd‘&ithout'

Socialist, Belteving that the iﬂls oYVSoéletyfcould be overcome with

'\

. A l!LLle good wi\l and scientific knowled?e the early reformeré-
. fniled to develop a critdqne ‘that ch1llenged the ewistjng eocial StTUC—

ture.' Consequenply,'with the.rise of .the pngressiye movementd they\-'



% .
.

found in the tdeology of maternal fgmintsm_the-Promfsé of qulick "short
‘term éolutions to the 'women question', only to lose the posstbiltty of

¢ more favr-reaching change.

S ——
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" (London: Ward, Lock & Company, 1887 (rep:) 1921).° “Doestlcks”, a

writer.for the Acadian Recdrder commented in 1830 that CVEh If
the soclety described in Bellamy's book did not evolve there was
no doubt that the future status of the working class would be

~bettered and iadeed alrcady had begun to fmprove. “The real
. producers of wenlth are not and néver had heon rcwalded to the

extent which the" heaven born laws “of  Justice demands.’ 'Severml
years later the same newspaper .editorialized on the collapse of

t;an experimental houskeeping co-operative in Decntnr Tl]inoie_
While admitting that Bellamy's book had -won many convertq to

aocialigm, the,editorial felt.that the book 1gnorod hoth human
ature and economic realities. oti]l,'$0me‘poopje continued

'their quest for varjous'configurétions of Utopia." For example
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a disgrace to be a . millionaire.” Acadiah-Recorder, Angnst 2,

1890, Aﬁgqst 8, 1893, November 20, 1899.
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Ce "~ « . CHAPTER ONE

- 'The-Inteiiéétual Sphere of Women Reformers .
©" .. im Victorian Nova Scotia: FProm Enlightened Adventurers
" to Hgternal Missionaries”

‘late nlﬁétgenth centﬁry cﬁanges.in-xeligioh and ‘educatlon paved

che'wny for women to'entér the public sphere. Contemporary religious

thought; especially that of ﬁhe gocial gospbl, taught that salvation

éould-be gained thfdugh'the géoﬁ{works‘of mankind; 'In_adﬁitiogh_““

*

tmproved educﬁtlonal opportunilties gave ‘middle class women the abllity

to make 1h£e111gent choices dbout;lifp at home and in thelr world.

+

These educdated women at once hoped. to éscape the ennul of a constratined

homelife, and worked to overcome the dcsﬁructibe'sfde—éffebfs of modera

. .

Enpttalismx.-As thgy_pﬁshed into. the puﬁlic sphere”they'becamé'more and

4 . ' - . X T . '
"more aware of the Injugtfices that existed In the modern world and

o

;_80ughtAa-crittcﬂl_perspe¢tive-that wQﬁld make reform of industrial -

soclety possible.  Reformers attempted to define a role for women in

the reformatlion of soclety. But, unable to.transcend thelr class

. “hackgrounds, chey.felied';ncreasingly upon a_matérnél'feminist vision.

“Byﬂtheﬁtﬁrﬁ‘of the century these Nova Scotia women Qere‘aﬁologli{ng'for

. thelr bub}té involvement. Rather than demdanding reforms that would

. __J | . . N '.
challenge thé traditional order and - expose the roots of soclal -inequal~-

1

fties, w0meh-rattqnalizea their involvement in_feﬂorm'as a natural

-expéhstéh of woman's épédial mate:nal.qﬁalities.- Becausge of this
.maternhl_feminist otientation, womeh's\place:ip:society ~ indeed the

very character of theﬁsodiaL reform-1mpulse'— would be seriously

affected.

15
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The openiﬁg of common school education, and subscquently higher

— .

education to wohgh; was one of the catalysts that pronpted women to

-

nove inﬁé'tﬁe publie do@ainl ‘Tﬁ‘1826‘ﬁary ;;W_;;‘fé-of PictouVQréte a
letter to‘a»HaI{fax newspgbér decfying-tﬂg lack of ﬂighér educ5tLon for
Noya Scogtan women, Thg_infe;ior_ﬁreatment pf wo&en;.;hc felt, éould.
ﬁot "be Erom.a'cpnsideration that wé are defective in lntefiocbﬁ
Rather M;;y felt tﬁat women had "a cabacity'oflfmprovcmeat tn
spiéntific’éttainme@té. ‘We tannof 8Uép0$0»f6% a moment ghht sgch p ' r
powers of mind:would be conferred upon_more'éhan-half'of the.human'rnce

fér no gobd purposef_ improvéd educat?onal_standards fo} wqmén would

epable them to detect the "worthless vt}iatn" qu posgéssed"gnly a

s

pleaging.manner, and as mothers, to teach children. SIn_thc publlc

realm, Mary continued, improved educational opportunities would 'enable

‘women to alleviate ov prevent human'misery, Mary' stregssed that she was

'

#peakihg nelther of céwmon.schopls, wheré “a sl¥§ht notton of gsome of
‘the first prlnciples-of educaiioh" m{ght,be obtainéa,,nor'of establigh-
’ @cnﬁs designeq”solely:to'thancé géman{y gr;ces..'”In theée-places we
léarn to>éct.the'part of a.mﬁchiné, whlle'the.rﬁtibnéi pa;t of our
Aat&re.is lgft-a moralﬂ@ilderﬁesé,»fiﬁ only fof thé.hqhnts_oé'Qnru1y‘
passiops and insgtiablg desiresl..I;qm~of:oﬁ%nlép_that éxce{lﬂég]gy
th;s wayrten&s t; w{thdpa? our afteﬁtton Eiém fhésc thigga which wBuLd

be decldedly valuable.” Mary based her démands on “natural right{s]”

when she advocated that women’ be educated to the acadewmy, or 'hAig'h :
- school level.!

While agitatioh for the,educatfon. of wamen started early in the,

.century 1t was slow to become a COmmonplacé‘occuranée._-Tn 1861, Alek



Pbrrester,'tﬁe Nova Scotiq-SuperintendQnt o[:Educntidﬁ'advocntedvcommon

gchoois'élnimink that "every chlld born 1n-a professedly Christian

country possesges an Indefeasible right to a common school education”.

By 1874, -in an address to the Teacher's Agsoctiation, Rev..C. B.

Pitblade commented "that although it is shocking to the taste, and

‘_perhape Anjurious to the morals to havé the.high and "low mixing

together,” the lower class nonetheless needed -to be educated. An

<

editorial In the Acédian_Reqordef in 1879 raiged new educational con-
cerns. Tt ncknowlédged ‘that no longer was the male inrellect

considered_shpertor to the feméle;‘rather the majbr question of the day’

‘was whether co-education of older boys -and girls was proper and

Feasible. The:article noted with approval that the Lord Bishop of Nova

Scotia “who, will not be chérgcd with a leaning toward radicalism stated
. at Xing's College, W}ndso}, that he‘waé'edtirelx in favor of the
admlséton.qf young women to the UﬁIvEYéityff The editorial cgmmended

the wisdom of this act{on and noted some of -the ;benéfiCiéI

influence{s]” that might occur. Educational standards would .improve.

“For boys, "{t would be intolerable to bhe convicted of stupldity in the

presence of ladies.” Equally, gipls'would_haée a "keen spur to thelr
ambttion"‘as they attembteﬂ to demongtrate their intellectual equality.
With &xéeptipghéf gonvént education, where young women were of neces-

sity protected from the outside‘world,=the sexes should not be

G

separated for educational bqrpose.' Common boérﬁing'schbois, the

edttortal felrt, caused "migchief” - ruies,éould-be b}oken, contact with
. o (-'- . : a o ' .
young men made, and "horrible conséquencés" gﬁsue,' Either total with-

drawal from the outside world, or free and unconstrained "interaction



L

were pregerable modes of.educaﬁtgn. fmdeed-&here were pnrtlén]ar
© beneflts which might ehsue'from;a free mihgl{qg of the sexesf‘ "Y&ung
men arve }1ab]e to grow hoériéh, valgar, and rékish, when.léft to‘éhem—
selves. Yougélladtes hustled together In the confines of a boardihéf
school afe apt to grow effeminate,-muwk[sh and sentlmental.” “Women,
the papér predicted, wbu}d ﬁoég compete on eaﬁal terms f;r'ﬁcademiﬁ

. honors.

Older biases, of éourse, were difffcult to eradicate. Tn 1875,

the Acadian Recorder gave a‘sattsfied'slgl'whé\ it commented on recent

school examinations.* "We weve glad that .\ of the young ladtes were

N A
not quite at home on the geometrical exercises, for no young women

. _ N .
‘should study such things.” - A few years later {n 1880, however, it

. pralsed Miss A. Mary Clayton, an employee of the F{rm'Clayton and Sons, .
who had‘feceivéd‘a diploma from the Halifax Business College. The

second female graduate, Clayton was “another proof that women are

capable of receiving the highest mental tfatntné‘whcn placed in compe-. -

titton with men." ﬁuﬁﬁthe belief iﬁ.fgmélé {ntellectual fnferiority h

«

éti}l often appeared. A.  H. Morrison, in én_a;ticle {n_Capédian‘Mnga?
g}ﬂgjlclaimed that thé }%ncr attributes of the éex.wohlA he logt 1Ff
woméd persisted. in eﬁte}ing "offiées, emoiﬁménfs, and profgssténg'Fop
wh{ch{ as a rule, [they]‘aré not fitted either physically or

'ﬁéﬁtally.”z. - o ) ‘ . :_- .o ‘

*If women Qere_becdming more éaucatcd and morevknowledgab1e°about

the world outside.the home, church officials and the generallpubllc

worried about what effects their-@ovement into the public s%here‘would

have on them-as mothers, wives;_an? daughters. :The evils of éducat}onT
‘ « I \ . . . .

€
L
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were apparent in two ways. thétly,'is women hecame entthgmiggﬁ . |
‘puﬁlic iifé'they would view marriage with less enthustasm than before;

__secondly, as they became more edﬁcdted-in.dbstract 1deas they wouyld be

unfaterested in gafaling the kndwledge necessary to manage a household.

B

T Marriage, sald "Doesticks® of the Acadian Recorder, .was shunned by.a
‘lLarge number of women. He lamented that women were "more and more
. . T L
poachers on .man's prescrves. He~was afraid that rhey had forgotten
. .

"bake-ology and scrub-ology ‘and knit-ology and cookﬂqlogy"'and instead
devoted themselves to "the ologles of sclentific and»busineés life.”
If women were fétling to gain the attributes needed to manage a

hougehold;  overeducated women failed, to spark the Interest of men. A

~poem printed in the Journal of Education eﬁphasized this.’
Her educnﬁlon‘s_unsurpassgd
Her fond papa has spent ’
liis money freely, - yes, and well,.
‘That's clearly. evident. .

She speaks thé modern lapguages

.And writes them, too, with skill

She'd speak the dead ones quite as well -
Tf they wefe gpoken still.

She dotEs on mathematics and - ) : i R

The sclences adores : . ' R - - S ’

She's up Ln -all the ologies Co : )
- And dates of all the wars.

She's pretty, witty, Srilliant, wise,
You can't find many such

And - T think I'd like to marry her
1€ ghe didn't know so much.

Educatton, many felt, 1essened a_wdman's,prospectﬂ of ‘marciage. Women,
. . . L . ) \‘( .

gsaid Rev. W. J. Armtfage at St. Paul{é.Qhurch,_fetgn;supreme in the

ﬁome,'"and Che‘ch{ef Qgrt of their.iife sHéUld.be gpent there ...

ek §




ey

- cepts of propricty, mbtherﬁoodaand wifehood, fdeas which were rein-

~forced by religlious leaders. They saw ahead an Intellettunl vacaum,
. N .

- Y
o . . . '.\ : ._} . .
According to the "opportunity, according to thk\stréngth, accordling to
! . T R
the time given her, she must do this work.

" Thus the educated women of the late nineteonth'century faced a -
d{lemma. They had learnt reasoning and ratfonalizaclon; they were

aware of.the.differences and the demarcation between private and public

spheres. Accordingly, these Qoménlfe1t assalled on the one stde by a

need to do more than hpusework, and on the other by traditfonal con-

yet employment opportunities for educated middle clags women usually

involved a commitment few' would up‘cftake. At the same tlime {f they

weve unable to advance Into male empldyment presérves, they,were also

unwilling to retreat to the private sphere. As a result they choge to

B
.

move s;dehayé, foto the realm of philanthropic'rofgrm._'Th{s was

.vipgually'an empty aréﬁa, for 1f males had moved aporadically within

it, they were more involved In the management of -the existing céconomlic’

.

order thaa tn-addressing its faults. Couvinced that .thelr gender had

ng 11mt§ation5, women reformers enthusiastically challedged problems An_

v . A : _
. ‘Religiobs organizations, pechaps more than any otherg, took- the

the indﬁstr{alizing world.?

" lead in«shaping the .woman's reform movement. ' In 1876, for'exgmplé, the

Women's Forelgn Mission Society of the Presbyterfan Church (Presby~
terlan w.F}LS.) Maé formed... One "very wise minister” genefous]}

N - - f
- -

.Sliowed women "just two years to run the whole thing {nto the ground.”

. 'In-1889 Mrs. Monro spoke to that Qamglorganlzat{on and claimed that

there was room for all Christian women to:take part {in “women's work
» rer pasiing ! .

S
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for women:” The President,. Mrs. R. F. Burns stressed.the need for-
. R . e - ) . S : . .

women to enter tne philanthropic: field.  ThQse_éhftstinnlwomen,wno did

‘not-help'tn ﬁeform’wdkk she feltu.were be:hnps unaware thhﬁ-”Gpd has

cndowod them wirh spectal qna1ﬁtie§_for tnte-part{eular work.” 1In

l894, Mrs- Dodge Prée1dent of the Preqbyrerlan W V M., %, praiqed rhe

:gospel for having raised womtn flom “the wretehedness and.degrndation

v Y - ~»

_ Qf‘beahis.bf'burdenﬂ“ No Longer she élaimed,ynas~woman,"ennsidered'

Uunfit to qtand shou1der to shoulder with her fc]low mqn in evcry grﬂnd

philnnfhfqp{c~and'religious,movemEnt." Mrs. Dodgg and muny.other

refermecs.felﬁ that because of'woman’ original faJl Erom Crace the

',decpeqt mtse!y was reqerved for - their sex. :Oppressed and downprodden,

‘-‘ \'.

:the helpless victim of the crue]ty and cepriee,hthe lust and 1ew1ess;

fness of~sev3ge~and embruted man' in the tragedy of [woman 3 ] 11felthereﬂ

e no dopth of misery which her exberjence has not sounded '_The"

I3

Fhristian goqpel waq rhe qa]vatinn df}wnmankinﬂ When women Lack]ed' '

the !nLr!cate proh]em of ‘how- to. h&ép the ]apsed and thc 1ost the'

/ o ./

',sinning Aqd the qnffering masees, they raised nor only their qox hut:

ﬁ-thcmqelvci to<n1 exalted pedéstal When these dev0ut and educ tedi

: women\ontered the ph1lanthropic arena they did so npt because specific._

R} N o . . R \ L

: ?muternal and domesttr qualitteb Forced them to extend their home liFe,

\

.bur rather because they,'as women had gained the rtght to enter the -
male domain on an hqual albeiL sepdrate Foottng\\ ‘As Chrt§tlans And aq: L

‘women rhey felt called upon ‘to assume puhlic responotbiltty and L

.

;nddress Lhe evilb of both modern industrial soctety and th heathen{ﬁ
-unchr{stlaniied world. - Many of thp parly reformers commencedj‘

-jphtlunthroptc reform work s an extension of home life ‘For_these

S .- . . ) e

v o . Lo T ) o
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nineteenth century feminlsts "women's work for women” became a commor
o B o ‘ .o : . . ' . . L ..
rallying -cry. While these women embraced an carly matevrnalism, how-

n

rever, they tended to have a more advanced critique of thelr world than

“revealed women's superior maternal virtues.'

the next generation of maternal Feﬁinisﬁs would have. In addition, by

the turn of the century the reform agenda of many women had narvowed

v

substantially. - Inbrenéiﬁg]y they concentrated upon those matters that

“

This narvowing of the women's reform objectives. was, 1n part, a

resbodse to.the traditionél-attttudes of the church; soclety and of

some-ﬁomeﬁ themselves. An 1893 correspondent to a Hallfax néwspnper
) N - C . _r.c ! . -

complained about the '"great dejl of t[me,?rtttered'away by women who

L

wou]d be better dccupied ﬂttendiny to- household affatrs and 1ookiﬁg

after chi]dreu.‘_lhe writer thbught that it would bé-hetter to reduce

the number Qf,churéhes than to ﬁermit women to ralse.funds In the

. . ISR s “

public éphere. Women had always been the primary 9upporrvrs of the

© church. ~ But nhu%ches faced_a*dilemmaa Still\ddheriny to a rrndtrional

.view-of-wéman%,place; they also didnhot want to altenatb.thelr Femﬁlg"

‘. parlshioners who moved futo the public sphere.. The cliurch resolved

"ﬁhis,dilﬁmmé'b?‘pfdmpfing the idea that reforun involved merely the

extenslon of-women‘s dome qttc work to a bro der sphere. Rcv; Mr.

: o .
Fandier spoke [n Halifax 1n 1897 oE the lmportance of misqfon work for
: £

lwomgn,'which drew out the symp thtes and brondened the'ltberaLipy df

'Qomahhood. Rev._w J. Armitago ,véveral month}llhtek redd'thnf

women had a role to speak a- consoltnp word in ministry of BXmE“thX and

' to ife up her brothers and si stera jn the world." If‘wqman.wns

)

‘endowed for 9uchvwork with finer Jcnqibil{tteq gféa;ér paciéncqj more

o




;%gg

.tﬁc; and above alf, ppr{ty oé Lifé; ig mugt not be forgotten that ‘they,

»-wére'"wgager 1nijudgemenki, and as welf;fweakcr in will, - 1n the power
to nctg‘tn ﬁhe'powcr.to carve Quc theiliée inisifength; ‘IL wag;

‘_A;mLtagé_stfessed) in the home where woméﬁ foﬁna "hgr‘tfbest sphere

and there she must carry on her greatest work.” A correspondent to the

4

Acadian Recorder.quoted:

Do the work that's nearest
“Though "tis dull at whiles
Helping when you meét -them,
Lame dogs over stiles.
. ’ . - ; . CA . ) X
Home 1lfe, many felt,- if properly attended to, woyld restraln women's

“deslre to venture beydﬂd,the domestic sphere. In 1903 Rev. Arwmitage

. ’ agatn~pfeaghed {n St. Paul's Cﬁqrch, Halifax, and admitted that "the
" sphere ‘open to a wgoman's influence has been widening.” Still, the home
was woman's ”gre5test sphere, 4t was instituted at the creation.”

spirit of saortflcé,.syﬁpathy,.teﬂdernqés

WOmgn's ﬁoblé Girtﬁes! 'ﬁhé
- 7 ’ : -
énd'lové;"'cohiﬂ a{;ﬁ{/ﬁowever,‘bc>useful in the "quid df.SUﬁfering
'ghd(sofrowﬂf Tn(;906 Rey. AP Logan,'sﬁoké in hedfofd'gn “The
:Influggcéféf ﬁoman iﬁfHdhan L;fe"; 'ﬁe ﬁoted that if there_is to he'a_

S : %eforﬁagién éf sédlé;y, every mangof pérce;tion must~sec that it muét‘

_bé wipught'by women.” Tt was, he preached, their role as mother, wife
o - . and sistey that would aCtomplish this. Philanthropic.br reform organ— N
izattions, on the other hand would aCQOmpliSh little. L

Don t talk to me about societtes rFfoyming qociety ’
, They are: as incapable as a wooden'dam to shut off the
-Ntagara. Our- mothers must. reform society. Organizations
-of. dtfferent kinds are doing a good wotk but morhers .can
do a better work e : .

i R . - r

He concluded that when mothers promored Cod 8 klngdom, evils such as
. -vlce, crime and war wQuLd,disappear.?

( .



'_Lognn.was hardly the first to question the'vn]pe of philanthreolc
socleties.”  TIn 1887 ';'Observe.r"_ eriticized ‘philanthropista far (gnpr.'lng,

the “white Siavery' of Halifax sweat shops. Two'young women, the

writer claimed, stayed up nlght ‘and day sewlng nineteen palrs of pants

it

~for a large establishment. After-dividing thelr wages of $5.13 between

them; oﬁe woman %ﬁs foréed tolapplyxfor'relfcf} the dtﬁer to go put to
Sefvicei .in another cése a woman Lic flrek,'agd swept f1oors and on
S&turddy c1eanéd towels qnd‘yhé {ntekior of ‘an lnsﬁktut[pn for Sh.ﬂﬁ a
month; ',"Obgé;?er" also dcnoun¢ed goth‘”the dark side of some hohsted
devo]qpment of 1ndustr¥es under the N[at{oﬁall P[olio&]; and the chnp-
ities of Halifax.

. Tt will be probably said by those QhO‘divide'the
handsome Directors' allowance among them, rhat they doa't -
know of this condition of affalrs. But they ought to.
These “great industries”, these “wanufactories” are
actually furdlshiag =z .portion of "the applicants for poor
relief, 1in the way indicated. "Halifax -Philanthropy
{ndulges a good deal in the way of figuring In annual:
repbrts and appearing on title—pages, wherveln much of. 1ts
munificence congists. - Tt 1is, often very griading;, {n lts
‘relati{ons with the people. -

Tt, wa's probably .the sameL”Observég" who wrote agafn fn’ IB88 that “the

“average reformer skims too lightly to touch with his alleviating

finger, the brulses ianflicted by the triumbh of wrong.” Without prompt .

just{ceialiev{ating”the bltter trials, and éuffgang,nnd'tortur1ng

anxleties -that, exclte not the compassion of those who go about seeking

\

the good of theitr fellowman,” the writer warned;‘"thehe will be pome-

'

“day, - an cutburst ,of public indignatfon that will carry destructlon fn

lts path.'_‘6

-
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But 1€ most-dhaqlhablq éocieties'fiiled éftﬁcr té acﬁ{evé thetr

& . ' ~

reform objeetives or to ‘present a coherent critique of modern

“industrtal vapltallsm, women Ffound that_philhhthrbpic clubs provided an

avéilahle=opportﬁnity to direct thetir excess leisure time and enlight-
ened educatfon in useful directions. As a result, more and more women

éntergdfghe'publln‘Sphefe under the uhbrella of bhilapthropié reform.

»

The plethora of exlsting women's organizations in the last quar- -
P g . g

ter of the 19th century demoqstrated'the populqrihy of phtianthrdpio

\

reform, but -at the same time tended unnecessarily to splinter the
women's movement. The formation of the Natfonal Council df Women, and.

*subgequently in Nova Scotla-various Local Councll of Women unions, was

intended to untte women through thelr comumon sisterhood and thedlr

common Iatervests. The Antigonish;Casket.ridiculed the 1idea that "the

possessioh of a common womanhood [was] a sulffictent bond to hold a
sociely.togetﬁerf'.FQr example, 1f men had chosen tb'ofganize for no

other reason than' to achfeve a brotherhood of men, "the proper aqthor—

‘}tieﬁ would prompély institute a seavrch for the writer with a view of

.ot . .
. »

placing him under treatment.” While admitting that women who had

) épec[ftc‘objecttveé had the étght to organize, the Cagket, -in ways

- . o
x

rémintiscent of the conservative attack on‘organizediiaﬁour, ridiculed

a
~ he

the hot(on of the National Cpqﬁcillof Women. *

‘Here we hébe a soclety which professedly does not exist to
promote anything; which is .founded updh no itdea except.the_'
combination of an indefinite number of incongruous
soclet{es, with no other flipk" than a common womanhood,

and the vague.notion of each as to what ‘the golden rule
‘demands of tﬁema Subg a thing is ‘'utterly opposed to X “

reagon and common sense.

.

- . BN o ’ g

-
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- .t : There was, however, more than sisterhood that cnhépd'thegck

&

socleties to affii[agc_wiqh ecach other.” The rlsinag soclal gaospel which

" emphasized salvation. through good works and {mplied a new ecumenical

Lspirit, helped mopuld women's common experience 1nto an essentlally

bourgeols reform programme. At the same time, howeter, religlous

sectarianism tended td ‘undermine both gender .soltdarity and a common

. . - reform programme. The Halifax Local Council of Wowen,-(Haltfax L.C.W.)

)

"

use of the Lord's Prayerv.. A similar battle on religlous ‘grounds ensued

during an attempt to fncorporate the Women's Christian Assoclatton

.kW.CJL) in 1886. écvcral of the women aff;[ihped only witu the

v Agsociqtfons' Womepas Hgme rgfﬁsed éor';eiiglotf{rbason; to becémp
memgefs of the W.C.A.. this 1nltﬁe fage'gf the'wﬂc.Aﬂs e;rller'(1876)

:glaims that'ﬂegbﬁinatlonal différqﬁces are ﬁé;gopten.” Tn 1889-ﬁge

‘Home Gas gtiil stressing {ﬁg nén—éenomtnqg%oﬁél natu}e, welcoming Romap.

) _Cathb}ics ?nd Protestants equally. "We {nterﬁere with.no ;ng}g
. ;;quliar cﬂt{stian‘beltef, we 6n1y seek.éo strengthen thofr mora} and:
religiogs,prinpiblcs aﬁdlaid nndﬁéncograge'ghem to hé righ;, and walk

B ."in.thq pataé“of:sopriéfy and”virfue."-.Iroﬁicaliy,,however}.the very

; f,geed to embhgs{ze éhg honmdenominationai characté;'of fhé'orgnhtzn;ton

N rréveéls the éoﬁ&inu{ng préogcuﬁatiﬁb of womga Q{gh ihe1r>own'd§nominafj

‘ tlonal allegiancgs;B

'lf'relig{on played a major role in encouraglng reﬁorm but underu

mining the Sistérhood of women, perédnality differences werelnqual1y"

harmful to the various reform societies. 1In 1875, for.exémple,‘sup*

A

porters of the Infants Home wére embrotled {ia a.ﬁestruct{ve'confltct,

i

in its_harly months, for.exampie; vaderwent relilglous trjals.ovéf the -



rooted in 5 diéaéﬁeehgﬁt.begweeq_bwo.ladias, that forced %he rééigha—
;ioh»éf several wémeﬁ. IA addit{on, the officés oﬁ.Presiéent and Vlice- .
Prgaidenp.weye abolighed and-a géneraf tommifteé toqk charge‘bf_thej
ofganlzation.

- Women's organizatiogs ;orkedvpo ovgycbﬁe these lnééfngl réligious
aqd'ée;sonaiity préblemg; but even more diffigu{t to Fésolve Qas the

gap between the reforming class and those.they intended to upiift. o

'Shnring a middle class outlook, the-létér.réformers often foundvi?

difficult to comprehend.the,lives and Galués of the reciﬁients of~tbefr‘
good works. During the formative years of women's societies,;feformers

1

attempted to undérstand and sympathize with the ecounomic hardships of

-

. working class women. In Cape Bretén, 1071893, for example, the‘Pyeéby;'

terian W.F.M.S. reported that financlal difficulties prevented maﬁy

women from contributing to the foreign mission cause; however, if

mnrkeég éou]d be.foﬁnd For?ﬁheif commodities, fundsﬂonid perhaps come
available..‘ |

. After’théfturn~&f the cenfdry, however, middle claéé reforﬁérs
offered a soméﬁhat‘iess gympathénié borﬁraya% gf'thc wo;ktng class.;‘B;
this time, {mmigration to "great, fpée; gnépoiied‘Cénada"_érdﬁ Europe:

and Asia-causea much anxlety among reformers.  The imperialist stance

“‘that female reformers assumed, and which pervaded much ‘of early 20th

'

.ceﬁtury:qoctépy,‘derivéd'in'puft from maternal feminiéf_precodceptioqs. ,

Believing tﬁanﬁhése immigrants threatened the existing soclal gtruc-

tﬁreﬂfreforhérs felt obligated to teach them.'Canadian’ ways. Tﬁese7

" “‘new cltizens needed to be schooled in_app:oprtaré séciél.values; yet

taught ‘nol to question thelr class positioné..'ln 1914 the Preqbyteriah

27



Report of 1922-1923." i . ‘ T

WJQM.S. was warnea\thnt Christian ideals and good citizenshlp mugt be
.\ . , . R Lt . )

_taught to thése stfahgersl “Aad, 1f wé are not thus teady, what of our

¢
v

“country 1in the days to come? What of our gous and daughters?”

Margavet Jamieson was even moére expliclt when she applauded reatric-

tions of hoh_Anglo~Saxbn famigration Ia the W.¥FIM.S. "Home Misgsslion

This 1s a matter for-thankfg]neés;,not because of any
antipathy to othex rabes, but becausle we-already have a
"tremendous problem 1 .the assimilation of so large a
number of people of different races, dLfferent religions,
and .different moral standards from olit own, a problem
'whichyis steadily growing, for apart from the fact that
more of these people come to.us every year, statistics
shoy_ﬁhat they mulctiply foug times.as rapidly as ;he
British born and native ‘stock. - . g

To counteract this growing threat of the underclasses, reform

.

.Organizétﬁons'at.the turn of the'centuxy Changed_thc.focus of the

various Cooking'schoois,AseQing classes and night schools that they

sponsored. Usually such,éourses were dlrected at women of the middle

c1a991 and'§erved'Ehe purpose'pf enitghcenment qndléducat{onu Aftq;i

the turn of the centnry schools were conducted exclusively asa pro-

grammé of. uplifting reform: that is to say that women of the lower

‘classes were to Be.séhqoled in appropriate behavior in order to fulfil

o

thelyr duties as wives and mothers. This middle class reformers pro-

tecteﬂ.fhel; own homes and soclety, no longer as enlightened philan-

thropistS'sﬁénding shoulder to shoulder.with men, hut from a platform

of maternal- superiforlity.

v

1n 1881, for exaﬂpie, an alteﬁpt wag made to édhcéte_and-uplift

‘middie class women. _A 1icensbd.téécher‘from the'Souph Kihgston Tngti-

tute, Miss‘Muﬁro, came to‘Hélifax in orde? to tnstruct middle class

- - b -
e



.1adtes tn.h{gh éléss cookery. A well-khewn reformér, Mrs. J. W. Stairs

orgnni7ed thts 'new departuré". It- was notorlous that in.Halffax,

-

‘ whi[e domesttc cooking "wa's not behind any other place;“_only one lady

¢

was capable of cooqug_for‘dinner parties;‘"The flrst consideration .

!

the school, “was not what day would.suilt them, but what day wounld suit

this indispensable ladyf The objective of the school.thus was to -
‘create "amateur cooks” from middle clags ladles who "hopefully .would

‘indulge [thelr peers] with constant exhibitions of thelr skill.”

Similarly'in.1892 Caroline B. Courtney announced that a cooking course,

conslsttng%ff twelve -two-hour égggions would be starting in Halifax. A

Jmébt[dgfﬁas'go be held at Government House; there ladies interested Il

studying'cookery_méphods cou1d~purchase the $6.00 tickets for the

course. The tedcher woull be Miss Ormond from the National Training.

School of Cookefy in Mqﬁprgal. Ormond held a first-class diploma for

househo Ld and for high class cooking and in 1892 was the wilunér of the

bronze medal for high ¢lass artistic'éookery at the Universal .Food and

6ookery Ekhﬁhttioﬁ in London. ‘Middle .class reformers aimed this

K

coﬁrse, 1Lke thdt in 1881, at thetf social peers in thé hopes of

.tmprovinp thetr domestic comfort The néxt.yéar, 1893 an editorial

Cookery tn the Schools” appeared!in the Acadian Recb;dert' Tt

applagded attgmpts to teach»cookéry to girls in Miﬁheapolis and, London,

g

England. The ﬁewspaper suggested that NovhiScotianiglflslshoﬁld learn -

"p:éctical-énd séient{fic“ methoas of cookér§ wﬁen in tﬁe'upper'depart~

'mentéﬁ The edttortal critictzed the qchool qystem for basing ‘older

g{fl*s-education upon the suppoeition that ev%py gtrl is bent on

N

with ‘'dinner gilving cltizensg,” -gaid the‘Mayor of Halffax when he'oﬁened



mortality r

" School For-=

qualifyiﬁg herself to he a bubllé school teacher” and for lett(ng-fhem

"learn household dutles after marrilage.’ ~Stnce:good cooklng was reéog—

‘nized “as parpﬁof thé essential conditfons of henlthful exigtence," the

news paper felg/itq LnLroduction in the puhlic ‘schools m{ghg cause the

. f
qte to docllne Y L v ' . R . ‘.

"~ As thel 1890's progreﬂ%cd)ther@ was a antle shift in attltudoq

towards cooke schobls. Reformzrs dtrécted”their"nttentton.nway from

C : . . ) . o R
the middle clgss ladies In the home and students {n the higher school

grades and oncentrated Instegdd on workiﬁg_class women. hyi897 the

ladies of the Halifax Local ouncil of. Women (Hniifax IHCJL) obtniﬁod

permissiocp from the Archpdshop to use rooms in_the old St.rPatrick
fﬂ?/;/éodking school. Tt was offered on two condi-

tions; flvstly that the school.teachérs did not ob}ect to the nmell of

cooking and spcond]y ‘that. the ladieq did not set the bulldlnp on flrL.

Unfdrtunately even before'the'sch001 could_bé est nhllQHod the rooma

“burnt. The ﬁajor debate surrounding-this échpol”wés WHeghcr Lt should’

1

be sponsored by philadthroﬁic Grganizactions or sipported by public

school funds.” For eXamﬁlg "XY7Z" wrote to the Acadian Recorder,'and.

- fFelt that a school should be self—éqstainihg and'reaéh'"tro ptrléfwhb

S

ot

hang aut 1in the streef at nﬁgﬂt$ -"Dopstidks,T Acadian Recorder

cqlﬁmnist, opposéd a pdblicly.FQﬁded school becausge “cooking comes

natural Lo most voung women,” Not only:was 1t unnecessary, but 1t was

v

unduly expcnétve. “There 18 no rogm,for tt; there 18 no. necegsglty for

‘ic, there ts no moncy fof 1tﬂ""0bqerver" felﬁ,thaf gi{nce the Qchpol

N

hoard evidently hqd the authority to vote _money as lit] liked 't -

.could also donate the same, %mount to procure for the poor marnr{a1 to .
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I

was deated Lt at home.

Y.

cook.”* The Dartmouth Women's Chrigtian Temperance Uafon, on the other

hand, felt that Bad cooking and poor housckeeping drove men to the

saloon. "No wonder such a man sought comfort in the gsaloon seelng he

wll

The school was established in 1897 by women reformers. -Wifuin a

- few honrhé the teacheﬁ, Migs Helen Bell, was put on the school board

payroll, confl}ming éomﬁissioner McKerron%.opinion that “the ladies

~-§HQ eﬁployéd.Miés fell-would in all probability hand_ovér the teacher, .

kettles and all.fl_By 1900 School Supervisor A. H. MacKaf noted that

thc young lndies “are now beginnfng'té see the advadtagg-éf;the-school

12

and they are taking a gteat@r interest in ie.”

'Noc all young women were p1eased with the reformers assumptions
AN ) ‘

,pbéug their “future. Kid»-denounced guch misconceptions in 189Z'whed

the school was flrst bpenéd.

. I'm a little "maid” with apron white,
. With rosy “cheeks” and eyes’ quite bright;
& Anxious to acquire the “"art”

Of making cake and “plum jam tart"
To "scrub” the floor, the “"fire™ to light;
The “pots aund pans. to .buraish. bright:
Wash -the "dishes” ~-and what's more, .
Polish the handle of the. front *door;
Sift- the "aqhes”{'wash the “clothes’”
And do’other "chores” the ladies those
Thus fit me for my “future 11fe
When T become a poor manq wife13

This anttpathy oE the working class to the reformex plans was not

new. . The frustration early reformers felt is revealed in a‘Committee_
report on a night'schoél»sewing.cléss offered by the Women's Christian
Assoctation in 1878. "It claimed with relief that "the boiétetous_

"mannerg that we could not at first subdue have in a great measure

A



disappeared.” The préblémé tesurfaced the next year, however, and the
following report noted

a large portion of the girls come more to pass the time
“than to learn,'th 1f expelled would find other places
where they could spend thelr.evenings, or would be found
on the streets. It has therefore been the atm of the
Committee ... to bear as- patiently 'as possible with thelr
ltttle‘annoyanc'f;'tn the hope of being lnstrumental {n
doing them goyd. e : i . o

.

* " .0Obviously there was a vast dLFEerence-between the needs of working
clags women and the goals of wmiddle class reformers. Later reformers
relied on stricter measures than patlence to keép control In the ¢las—

sés and a steady attendence tecord. Tun 191} a dress making class

ed by the Hallfax L.C.W., eétabltshed é scheme whe%éb& studenty

werf refunded a portion of their fees dependent on their attendence.

Durihg tHe class held at -the Nova Scotia Technical Col}ege'(t-wau

- a . . ) T : . .
"impressed upon the students that the ladies 1n charge are teachers,

and those in attendence pupils, who are obliged to remain 'in the clasgs

.

untli the'c0urse fs'completedﬁ' The. VOmej reformerg-designed thig

class so that the-students, many of them marvied women, could become

indépendent scamstressesﬂS

Thus the‘reform“mensures of thege middle class women went full

clrecle. . Earltcc,mtddlelqlass,reﬁormers steeped In the:trndftloqal

belief .of women's tfue domestic abilitles attémbted“to nove tntolthGA

: o pubch'spheté. The early objective. of these "enlightened advénturersf

was to bring both the gospél and 1mbroved educatlonal opportunities to

.\WOmQQ. Discoﬁraged by working@class attitudes, threatened by increas-

~

ing immigratlon.frdm.Euere and Asia and the resultant éhalleﬁges by

Hifﬁerent retigious, raclal; add cla3s,groupiqgs, th¢3e mldd1e class

B
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reformers narrowed theilr objectives.  If they had once becn adventurers

in a new realm, by the turn of the century women reformers were nothing

more than maternal missiooartes. . To 1914, C. M. Murray, a well known

‘reformer; . wrote that women “have not. trespassed upon 'man's sphere' nor

{ndeed stepped out of 'women's sphere’ wl;lich i3 bounded by that one

word 'Home'. _They. have extended the ‘gignificance of that word bey(‘)nd.

what it should properly connbte."16

position.; vf‘efvgrm,ers saw ;,_ilLother women in the same light. Thus they

‘ch’allenged'and'"cﬁ’rmggd’ thelr world, but in dolng so they alftereck»it in

-ways that differed very much from thelr or{ginal intent.

Locked Iato. the maternal Ffeminist
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;sociefy,lteachers factory girlq .apd’dohest1¢ servants alike revenled

. CHAPTER 2

"fhé Ideolbgtcal Roots of'the‘Harginailxed
Pena]e Workforce From Egalitarlan, Beginnlnge to
: Haternalist Compromige”

} . D . S . e
Attitudes of both women reformers and women workers changed dra-

matically dﬁrlng the Vidtorian-heriéd.' While wom#yﬂhad tong partic-

1pated‘in the work wotld,_their'ﬁumbetéb1ncréased signiftcgntly with

the 1ndustrializat£on.of.Nova Scotia in‘théflést ﬁuqrter of the ntne—

-tecntﬁ century. These 'female workers =— contrary to the a‘“umpl{onq of

many middle clasé reformers —=— were not §imb1y young or. slngle glrls

working. for pln money, but often were women who gupported thewselves,

S

~and thelr faﬁilies. Fhroughout the Iast thtrd of the nlnhtqbnthl

century, moreovér, women worked‘to gain:equal pay‘and‘better'WOrkiﬁg

ﬁonditions,.and'OCCastdanly demonstrated. notlonslof'tlass solldarlty."

e

2 stubborn committment Lo a more cgalttarian futurc.

4

_ e N /
At the»;urn‘of~the century, however,‘many,middle class women had

) begun to worry about the apparent threat to womcn,o mora] standards

K . . . . /

’Critiggl of the role .of women in annqdvdnéing_indh§tr{al capltalist

Py

that acc0mpan1ed Uu:growing involvement of Fomen Ln the ‘work—a-day

“world. Faced with the decreasing avqilability of domestic setuahtﬁsin'

.thé.labogr‘market;iturn—of—thércentqry téformeré:lncreasingly'afgged

'that‘women'wakdts_were safer in the confines,of the home, *where they

v : H .

‘gained skilL that they would ut[li? i ch'eir-;mar"r_iéa I_ife.. This

- . ]
§ .
3

middle class viston 1mpacted significnntly upon the. oarlter more

“eritical stahqé,assumed-by;QOmenqurkers, Instend offﬁdrSthg,the.

e

.
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‘demands for equalfity in,wage!, ré?ormers emphasized improvenfents fn
working conditions in order to protect women's superior maternal gensi=
bilittes."Furthermorg tn_flefds,such aS'éducétigh, women's claim to

_ equality gave way to a segregation of work along gender lines whlch the

v,

{deolggy of matérna& Fehinfsm legitimized. Thus, wﬁile Neva Scotian -

" women tncreaqingly enLered thc workforcp dur{np the Vlctori an period
:fh ey gradually found thelr egalitarian Impu1se9 unAerrut by middle
clasg maternal Feminigts. The result waé.widpépread 1hst1§ntiona}iza~
tion-of gender dtviéions’1n-£he onk91ace and.the marginalization of
- ‘ e . .

women on the'periphery of the labour force.

The tranglicion ffom_egalitartanighIto.haternalism and lts rela-

tionship tp worlk 1s particularly evident in the fleld of .education.

s Duriag phé-last third of'the(ldth ceﬁtury women entevred the teaching,

fleld 1n considerable numbers. This was due not onY& to thelr own

p,
5

{mp;oﬁed,eduéattbn.ér‘to the Iow level of pay. for female school~

'fteacherg{ but also to the scarcity of meniwantlng the employment, ‘The

SN

‘  Worning Journal of Septembgr 1856 noted thqt thc youch of the country

_were.entrusted to broken down worthless drunkardst whose 3618 :eCom—

mehanclon‘is-that they are Eﬁéﬁﬂ: and seldom get drunk in scﬁool

hours.” The Sun a few years earlier wag even more scathing about the
: ! ' . K .

_sdrt of person”éttraéted to the teaching profession.

A Country QChoolmaster ‘of Nova Scotiall’ Poor wretch'_
Look at him wich his pale face, wrinkled forehead bald.
“almost to the crown, ~— his weak eyes glimmertng feebly -
‘through his rusty spectac]eq,‘.;. bis’ netherlip continual-
1y hanging down as Lf dn sympathy with'his own misery,

. his bloodless complexion ... Poor devil! Most gener-
,ous public'..,the poor debilitated, half starved, over—"
worked creaturds ... who that .can nack magkere] “._wou1d~
be-a Nova Scotia Schoolmaster7 ' '

: | . - - 37,



could'fiil.

O

There was vaiously a large vold in the teaching profession which women

N
_The entrance of women Into teach1ng_yas widely applauded.

Indeed, the press, parents of school ‘children, .and women.teacher's own

malée pecrs supported the. entry of female teachers Into. the profenslén.

For a tlme an active campalgn for -male and female wage parity engued.

- <

.

Ln 1874, a resolutfon "that no distinctlon of gex be recogalzed in

reference to the name or Grade or payment of same™ was pasgsed by the

Nova Scotia Teachers' Assoctation (NSTA). Equally important to women
in this proFessLbn was'the~recognition'thnt male teachers often gave to

female teaching ability,. 8t the 1874 mecting of:che NSTA a Mr. George

. . » . oo , .
read a paper on "Teachfang of Arlthmetic,” authored by a female

" teacher. Womea, ¢f course; were not willing to speak. on publlc plat-~
. - - .

.

“formg at this time; obvtoﬂsly, therefore, the recpgn{ﬁjon given this

lady's work”réyeals the kind of édpport they often-feceived.‘

Tn 1875 a battle begén over equallty-in Qnggs.for teachers of

s ‘, - " . .4»~'_ . X X ‘ . .
both sexes. At that time both male and female -teachers were upgrading

thelr licences bgtAbnly men were recelving any corrcspbndipg beneflts
in pay. Women received widegpread Support from various sources. The

_Superintendent of Education favéhﬁed\the”ﬂog{on that pay be.accorded,

“without regard to sex. The Hallfax Citizen argued that “there s no

earthly re?son ﬁhy‘a womah  who has qualified hérself to hold the

" advanced licence should wot™ recelve exactly the same amount as a man.”

A woman's natural ambition and fmproved 'salaries would encourage her

sex, which possessed pechaps “the natural endowhents;of pattence,

forbearance.and discrimination in character,” to joln the profession.

3 v
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. A Few days later a Provincial Seeretary's bill was introduced to' give
. équalfty in.pay to women teatﬁeré with the advanced 1lce§ce;2

Despite these good intentions the Injustice of the unequal pay

continued and protests agalnst dlscriminatory wageg remalned commou-

.place. fhe Acadian Reco;der in Cctabeﬁ, 1875:reported that ft ﬁad
previously }efrqinéd from discugsing éaiartes gince thé sugject was
ftvqi&e& ip tﬁéﬁuhpleasaﬁt dssue4_of woﬁen's.rigﬁts; ﬂﬁé ajrecéntly
develqp@é situaﬁlon'ét the Morris Streét;School prqmpﬁed_qument: ‘fhié
Bcﬁéél'héd a male‘prigcipél in chatge éf‘the ﬁale depargmeﬁg abd a.ﬁa1e
-viqe~pffnctpal who preéidéd-ove; the female department.. But Mr; Major,
vice—prihéiﬁbl, héd beénlpromoteduto a position og.the Normal.Schodl
3téﬁf. “The Commissionéys ;ecognized thé value and ééfiéi;ncy of women
priﬁcipals.and rebommgndéd thatﬁa lady &1ce;priﬁc1pal, Migs’Steras; bg

appolnted.’ Her salary was to be fixed at $SQO =~ one~half the awount

patd to Héjor. The_coﬁmissioners;'said the Acadian Recorder, wduld
'expeét the game amount of work and the sanme résults from this lady.

Hhiie some‘péoplg.might be able to find reasons wﬁy lady teachers would

.be pald ‘one-half the salary of thelr male peers, the Acadian Recorder

noteﬂ,that "iC looks a little difficult of demohstrationﬂ'.Furthef—

more, although the Halifax Herald.felt éﬁat women teachers were driving

. [ . . . . * .
men .out 0f»the field, the -Acadian Recorder.suggested that-eqdaiity'iﬁ

pay would allow the best teachérs of eithér:séx to obtain jobs. The
: : : - oo R R _ : F

reduction of‘Fehale.salaries wasg’ a mode'%f economy against which we
- . . N N i N . N P °

‘would protest while the bailiff was'seizing‘ohr last coat_for'schpoi

taxes.” - N

A
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So convinced of the Injustice was the editor of the ﬁggﬁ}gﬂ

Recorder that column space was offered to anyone who could demonstrate

Ats rightness. .Such a response was not loog in comiag. In w lettec to-

the Datly Recorder, "D, a teacher, ctaimed that the salary offered

.St'erng was that which had.nlﬁays been offered to a lady vice—principal.
No doubt she would be grénted an Increase fn salary 'as she proved her

worth. Majoé‘haa'fbrmcrly been a principal. Tt would not have been

fair to send him fnto an infertor positlon with less bay" and thusg Lt~

 was'qutté right to reduce that pay upon hls vacating his postition.

Under gxisting‘gutdelines SGIHrLeé fucreased bqer five years servfcé to
) mgximmm‘amouhtﬁ:"Df;cknowlgdged éhaﬁ méyé teachers occnalcnnllyf_
passgd thelr maximum rate, but “there are few Eandtdgtus of thks Qlasﬁ;.
a;d thé déhanAIQXCegds tﬂe supply;'ﬁﬁe ﬁale'teaéhﬁfé qén almost chﬁnt@
thetr terms.”

What "D ignored was the'genéra1 inequality betweenw male and

Femaie salaries. Mr.'J:-Jack, princtpal'of>Morr{a Strcet School,

received $1350. Mr. J: T. MellisH of Aihro'StreeE’School_fécetved

LY

'$J150. Thé two . other Grade ’N_@gle'teacheré received salaflcs of,$850..

and $700. Only the latter fell within the guidelines of the normal
salary scale, and he_recetﬁed»the:maximum'éllowed. All “Grade 'B' -male '

teachers received more than the maximum of $500; one recéived $540;.

. four earned” $580; eigﬁt received between $620 and $640; three feheiyed

$700 and gwo earned $hOO:  A11 female Gradg ;B"uteacﬁérs earned grgnher-
%han‘the‘ﬁaximum éf $300:.Mﬁ§s Mtller'éf'BEuéthEkigtreep'géhéql
'recéived §i00; ghe\others received betwéeﬁnsﬁbo xo'SAQO. :So eQén if
femalé.salagies often(exceedeq“th?.éca}e;.they genéra]ly qyeraggd half

.
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of male geéchérs' whgeé. 1t mlght'eQen be.SQPmiSQd that "D''s suppdrt
of the qalﬂry reduction for %te[ng w.as buqed OA her re]dttvely 1ow'-
( C") licence and her relat{vely idgh “salary ($500) for a femnle 3,
'Inequiéies hysalaries agide, there,pemdined widespriead public
supporﬁ foﬁithe oﬁjec§1v§s~of wéme; teachers{ Tﬁere wére a number of

. rcgsong for-?his. Taxpaycrs Qerexweil agére oflthc ever iﬁqrcasing
révgnges'thaé comman gchools cqns;mgd; in ;ﬁrn, however, that awareﬁeég
ensured that iséues involving teachgrs had high vistbiltty | Furtﬁer—
moreﬂtﬁ Im%ortance of children to parents and to societv in general

.éncoupaéed_close public scrutivy of teachets and égaching methéds, In_
‘this envir&nmenE_Femalé teachers werve abié_to‘&akewtheir griey;ﬁcpg and
their 15Q salariés‘éommon knbwle&ge.
| One example of ﬁublic support for women Lpacherq is particularly
Lnstructive. Th{s case 1Qyolved a Mr. J. Iack principallof Morrls
.Streét SCthl;g;hQ had Be;n gharggd‘wigh 1ﬁdecentiy assaﬁitiﬁg a Miss
! ':Mhﬁulloch, npoghcr Eeacber: A ﬁumbef.of péreégé from Mcppllogh%
dopartmenr quhporté@'her, and bet{tioned fof Jack‘;«dism}ssél. 'But'af
Cogmictec COmbésed of a ﬁajoiity.bf teachérs:reported thé&gtﬁe_cﬁargés'
of beihg érh#k_and indecently assaulting'Mcbulloch-éould not be proﬂén
and recommended a suspenston wtth0ut pay for Jack. A m1nority of the
Comm{ttee mcmbers requcgted dismissal. But parental pressute continued

'and Jack was'dism¥95ed.. At a subsequent meeting to reconsider that

‘digmissal, _one'of the Eéachersl a Mr; Brookfield testifléd that he had

T seen- Jack on the day in QUesttou and that Jack was under the " 1nflnence,
of alcohol and had 1nsu1fed him. Jack,onlyhapologized to-Brookfieldv
when the crisis became public. Brookfield felt that McCulloch had

."‘-: B R . . . ; . . '[ll N o o
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given.satisfahtdry explanations of the-mqﬁter;'Jack%idismlésnL wag '

.

eventually upheld,

. Because of thelr public vistbllity, therelote, téachers often had

"

their concerns rqe?gntzed and gupported-by the>public. "Such wag the -
. < . .

~

case ln.August;’lSBO when a Dartmo&ch "Rate pnger? gondgmnﬁd the
'Dartﬁoﬁih Sghoél.BOard's Qecision to fire thé two tépchors.frém the
.primény gnadqé a? an economy measurq; One of the'céachefs) n-MIns
iVToole,"hgq tﬁelve yéacs;of experteﬁcc and hﬁd taught,onr 140
éhlIdren under thé.ége,of.sevenA@uring.the,lnst ééasgﬁ. ,Thté economy

ﬁeaSUrp, "Rate pdyer” claiwed, would providé only a token saving for,

the Board, and would hatﬁ the young children both ﬁecause of the level

of personal attention they would now recelve and because of the crowded

conditions of the school. “Parent” respdnded to.these charges by

: claiming that. the puplls would now have 'a better élasiroom, and tf an

'extra,teaéher was ﬁeeded one would be hired. Through ﬁefﬁélng ta

o

f

discuss edither ﬁeacherd'"Parent" imblied that thére were berhapsﬂnddt~

tional reasons-for their dismissal.

1f parenta and the public demanded justlce for their teachers

. Ehéy'were also.vigilant inidetectingﬂﬁeagher's,déf{ciencios.'IOno 1892

case illustrated parental concerlis about spproprlate standards of .

behavibf‘for teaphers."Altﬂbugh the teacher, Mfss Bruce of Maynard
Street School was fnitially exoneratéd'py the School Board of charges
- of 1mpr0per'cbndhct; more thaun 60 ladles and gentlemen voted at a

" public mecting for hef dismissal.. This'mgéttng was held at Zion Church -

1n_thé north end of Halifax and 'was atténded exclus{velj by black

‘tesfdents. .Mr. P. F. McKerrow presided. McKerrow discussed the School

L
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Bdardﬂ".reéorg, Qnd'critiéiééd'Miss Bruce's anJucf. She.had, he
cld}me;, dangled a st}aé in the Fage,of a %oman who éomplained about
the harsh'treatmént~one of Hér c¢hildren réceived. Mr. B. N. Davis ?}so
madé a'léngthy sbeccH: He noted.that~the”scﬁoolvchi}dren liad been

"called'apas'and'goats'aﬁd‘monkeys‘anﬁ”darkies"'and other "vile

‘low epithets.” Davis asked for any 3uppofcer§\of'the teacher to stand.

No-one did so. Mr. Russell spoke on the down tyodden negro race and -

the injustices (¢t experiencgd.under,the'Britigh flég._ M. Codpep

condemned Miss Bruce. for éleeping in‘the'schooshouse.. MT. Jack?on'

noted the “tendency to Lrsulr the colored race; thej were treated with
contempt; white pnop]e put oni airs, although there wére ten of them 1n

Dorchester to one of the Anglo—African racef;. Mré..ComptoQ questioned

the Indlvidual consclence of the school:cohmisstoners, aad noted that

.

Miss Bruce dried her -clothes around the school room oh wa?h day: Mrs.’

Llewls noted that M{ss Bruce put "lmpure.suggestlpns In the minds of the

children.” One time a child had been knocked down and kicked. Rev!

Mr. Crosby notgd that'tﬁ,andthér case Miss Bruce had offered him mbnéy

Lf he would 1nf1uenco children to testify ia her favour. All presgng
at tﬁe'meettgé indtcated By a standing vote ‘that Miss Bruce should be

.diSmtssed)ﬁ

Wohen teachefsAdeiously placéa_a distinctive mark on their '

world. Becauee their posttton 1n the public eye ?radually cnhabled them

to assume the qtatuq of a profesqion, popular Support For both quﬁI

- wages and improvement in salarles conﬁinued to_bq‘widcspread. In 1885

F. H. Eaton, = Profeqsor of Marhematics and Natural Sciences a; the

Truro Nor$31 Colloge noted that salaries for women teachers were



'scandnlously'low. In 2 similar View, D. Montgomery, Prince Fdward
Island Chief Supertntqndént of Education spoke to the Sixth Anwual
Conventlon of tﬂe PrOVLﬁclﬁl Edchtténal Agsoclattion of Nova Scotta in

1889, arguing that he could not find a satlafactory explanatton why

wgmen teachers were discriminated agaldst {n.the matter of pay.’
C@vén_the widespread bubl1c support for women teachers it 1sa
,hardly'surprtéing that women were i{n the vanguard of the movement to’

form a feacher”s union. At the Twelfth Conventlon of the Provincial

Rl

Educational AsSocfatton in 1895; Miss Margareﬁ Graham made a plea for-
A Teacher's Protebttqe Union’.

It seems to me thac thc ttme has come when we tLdChClq
should orgauile into some sort of a union, similar to the
socletfies existing In the medical, legal and other prdfes—.
slons.  These spcietles have thelr code of ethlcs, ete.,
why should not Qe'do likewise? There is a” lack of profes—
. sional honor among teachers that would, I am sure, be’
‘remedied by a unidon where we wervre.pledged to help and -
stand ‘by. each other 1nstead of working agafnst each other,
" by - undorbidding for positions as teachers now do.”. And
‘surely the mis erably low salartes now..paid to teachers’
might be 1mprovod if we had axninimum rate flxed by the
union. This Ls a matter that touches our ompty pocket
~'books -as well as our full hedrts.. . ‘ :

"Graham's résb]uﬁ[on wéé ﬁﬁssed.'ﬂTn'mékidg:this resélutioﬁ C}ahﬂm

showed ah.aﬁafeness of"th; need f;r c0f§pération among tentbers éf both’
sexés, 55& reveéied the gfowihg i;pefu; towarés»bcbfedéléqaleatiod“
'a]reﬂdy ovident ié ogher Fields; .

Graham especially critici7ed the dtvistveneqs‘that lnequnlitieg
in salaries caused. Underbidding for posit!ons plttod teachers A?a1nst
otge; teachers and hurt‘allxbut the qchool b;ards. Buﬁ~thc-uniqﬁ—.

'fiiétiohlof:teéchérs tegged‘tﬁe itmigé df.ﬁQbLic Qupéort;- during nﬁE

1890s peoplé'werp‘only too aware both of the growing power of organized

Gb



labour and the growing exﬁense-of‘édﬁcﬂtion. Despite clatms to the

confrary; ﬁhereforé;-the Department of Education continued to encourage

the practlse of underbidding. In f89ﬂ, for eXaleej'the Acadian

13

. . s
Recorder. criticized advertigements for teaching positions where iunform-—

~atlon on salarylwas requested, clalming that ”the‘state'pays for the-

£

" . best, hnd shouldn't allow Ltself to be put off with Luferior.”

“The pracﬁise_of undérbiddiqg dllbwed teachers who would work for

the least amount to belhired. Because the underbidders usually were

female teachers, moreover, the practise gradually led to thé ‘segrega-—
tion of higher paid male teachers in-the more advanced grades and low-

waged WOmEﬁ teqchers in the lower gfddés‘ In turn, this gender’

segregation led ‘many people to surmise that theré were: gender related

differences ln‘tehchingnabtlityf In }RQI'fDocscicksTof the Acadian

Recorder noted ‘that an udnnamed leading édncat[dnist'hélfeved phét male

teachers had a' better fafluence: on sfudents and that the rap{d'influx

4

_.of female teachers was fespons{ble_forlﬁhe ‘educational crisis of the

tlme. No doubt this unnamed educationist subscribed to a viewpolint

S

popular amongst an increasing number of reformers that male teachers
‘were mpre capablé'of-&ontkolling older . students &hileffemale teachers =

because of thelr nuythring ébility'f‘were best sulted to teach younger

puplls. They pointed, for examplé, to a young woman's fﬁabiltpy.td-

handle her'Clasgeé'in 1895. Miss Laura Howéll, who taﬁght the‘Maynérd

Street, colored boys, turned the clagsscroom keys into the Commissioner's

“offlce, stating that she wag unable ﬁo'handle‘phelboys.‘ Cbédually,



e ———— e

then, as wWomea were seen to be eépeq{aily gsulted to elemeqtaéy‘tnstfubw'
tion the egalltarian vision of an,  earlier day gave way to the ideology

. ) Co ‘ . | | : -
of maternal femintsm.s o T S o _

Reformers who adopted the maternal femfnlst QEthdoxy no longer

-fought for equality in salarles. Tnstead they exc¢used salary inecqual-

. . .' . N . .
lties because of-percelved gender differences {u the teaching profea-
sion. Among other things, this shift reflected a growlﬁg concern .about
education costs. 1In 1897 for example, when.the Hali{fax School Board

submitted fts budget, concern was expressed hy City Gouncil about the .

escalating cost of Instructlion. Although Alderman Lane suggested that

the ounly way to stop cost lacreases was to stop people from hnv(ng

children, Alderman McEatridgé criticized the "high” salartes of female

teachers, argutng'that_$700 was‘sufficieht for-a young I;dy: Fﬁrther—

!noée, HcFatf{dge.argued, jp a c{ty»where';éhy cooks only recetved 58

per moﬁth, 5.§alafy'pf §§00 was éoé mych'for a‘femalé‘ébéklné'ténchen
After the turen df the cehtu;yvgalls forbqefor@ wérefaimed4ap

gafping higlhier pay for all teachers, not at eliminﬁting differences

between male and fehale salarles. Iﬁg_New'Qlaggpw Times in 1903 noted

that the best teachers were leaving the province for higher pay and

'

demanded a general increase in salariles. The newspaper condemned that ~

part. of ‘the press which supported underpaid'tahour aéd ridiculed those

who deélared that $200 a feég»”fé‘hore.tﬂﬁn sufflcieqc T%compcpse to
the.fayhhful'ﬁeagher and houldgr of bu; childfen{s dds;fnyﬁ' Latef
tﬁat-year céluﬁnist;”?rudéncg"‘cbmmépﬁea that salaries of teﬁéhgré were
"laqghéblé.". &nothér colhmnisf\refer;éd to_fJ;:;€ébkh%t tﬁe mq[gly
fema}e’&éﬁchgrs_were thinkiné of forming a union‘{nAIQOA'nndlsubpotted
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_them. “The salaries are barely enough to enable them. to live as women
o ! ' o : - A
b

.. Tt is surely time for a

N

of education and refinement should live

‘changef By 1912, théQér,\é soclety columhlst wasg able to chide-
- “ .‘ - ’ H - s " .

/

ffemale teachers for their lack of partictpntioﬁiin unfon acg;vfties and

6

thelr fallure to support male teachcrs on isgues that fnterested them.

9
A

' Depé}%ﬁ»the daning-support for equality in ﬁaléfges during the

first decade of the 20th century teachers Yad achieved sonme advagces.‘

Gonsclous:of the amount of public money directed towards education,

taxpayers .kept teachers and their galafies‘ln the. public eye. Before
"the turn.of the c¢entury, moreover, male teachers fnfluenced thelr
female peers to become word awafe_of issues common to elther gendev and

.td éd;ahceithelr cléims forfjuﬁt b;eatmenti_-1n~this context'wﬁmen
» . Sy e : - »
teachers articulated and pursued a course of génder égqality.' After
‘éhc.tufn o%‘the ccﬂtqry, however, female teacgers.were streaéed Lato
lower grades, ;here theié supposed mafeynaitv{féues wbdid reveal them—

came to dominate the higher levels of

‘selves. In torn male teachers

.
B

Cdﬁcatton, thusfjustlfyingfin a perverse wéy thé%r higher éaléries. 'Ini
the fécéjdﬁ tbi; gepdé; geg;egatio; p'sélinte:ﬁﬁg inthe_érﬁfession
oépured, and aéithé earlierv éooﬁerétion—agroés géAder.anés dlssipqted;
the dféam_qf éq;ality fo; woéﬂﬁ-teachers whs.ldst. . i
) Dopéstté scrvéﬁts éné'factory wérkens héd é'much.diﬁfe:ent'
experience than did ;omeﬁ edﬁcgtbrg.:\CipISAtn these iings of?work had
ltttlé ébahée to meet their_peérévo} deyelqp ideas gﬁ co¥6berétion'1ni
.tﬁé Qorkplaée. Afféétéd-byyghe'yﬁimé'ogié migtress, orvb;”ghe gscrutiny

" of .the forpmah, these girls and y0upgvhomen were aLso'influeqced Sy the

incereSQS'pursued by_middle'cléss.reformers. Yet even despite the
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“well-behaved and sensible girl

———

N

relative 1solation of these working clasy women, and the attempts of

reformers to Instruct themﬂin‘épprodrtgte.middie_qlnss vnlnéﬂ, a rudi-~
.. . M ‘_ . - A. v

mentary class consclqusnesé amerged which reflected the' personalltles,

[

and objectives of working class women vrather than those of thelr

employers or the proponents b%‘moral "hpllﬁtf.

Even though there was a high demand for ddmoétlc gervanty 1n Nova

‘Scotfa as elsewhere,_many'young women looked with aversion upon this

|

|

S C
'womenfs disdain for this employment. Be-
.'1 : . ’ .

'~.wprk. Isolation, poéencial‘eﬁploixacibn, and the Tack of personal

freedom all contributed to
moaniag this fact, rcformerns established numerous schemes to Increase

4

.the availability of gervantg. These schemes varled from lmporting ~

British women - one woman suggested -that Chinese Tcoolies” be°broughﬁ

~.to Nova Scotia - to training lower class women or even reclalming

Prostituéeszfor domestic service. - Tn. 1875 the Acadian Recorder com-

.o '

'méntéd on a dlscuéstdn of an English scheme that tralned tmpoverished

gehclawémén to be "Lady Helperg”. The scheme would not work in Nova

>,Scdtiaw the newspaper felt, becangse Canadian daughtérs of country
: . Voo 3 . . . .

Farmers and mechanlcs seemed to prefer poverty at home rather than

é

'go{hg out to service. The "terrible sense of soclal humiliation ard

L

degradation Qily,pfesent'ah inseparable barrier to.the ‘success of. any
- . . L . - .

such scheme.” * In - any chse phe”newspaber felt it waa.proper that a
e » . &’ B . V! . .

gecureé the gervices of a hushand to do

the wo'rkl . o _ - o .
Husbaunds, pf7codrse, wevre not always the:nnswer, and many jyoung
v, R o . . ) . ] ) .

'
“

‘women reluctantly entered the workforce as domesgtic servants. Domestilg’

service was often demeaning. Mistresses and reformers continually
. : . - _ . S
, Ry
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uphf&tded se:véntq for fheir'inéfficiéqcy, thelr performance, and their

~ .

Tgckihf'tfainLngQ ‘In 1885 a correspondént'to‘a-Nova Scotian neuspaper' e

drew readers"attentton co nurqes who neglected and m1streatcd the'
H --_ . B _ﬂ

R IR children tn theirzcare.’ The writer Felc that these suhordinates wgre’
\ S . S .

mofp 1nrereqted in goqsiping Lhan attending td the childrcn. _"VisitérL -
wrote in 1894 about the nurses who took chiLdren to the Public Gardpnb‘
and mistreated them thle they "amﬂse[d]-thgmsel%es with idle soldiers-

K »

and civilians who gather there for that purpose

v 0ol -?"_ Occasionwl plimpbcs of Lreatment received by . SLEVBHC% helps to

. ks o
- eatablish &hc~oftgn'explo{ttve nature Qf domesttg service. . Take,vfor

P

. example;;tﬁelcaée oF'the.ééEuant g{rl who whflélworking fo% a respect—

Lo
5

able North End - family Found some lo?engeq and consumed them. When she

\ e

hpC ame 111 she reported qhac she‘hgd beeu in3pned. In'fécf’ﬂey
 $ .fi _¢.=¥ l?gmp}qyel’had_ppepar%%?itrpb‘fbf.hér.QOIéuréihér.dg "dangéé@ﬁs;grait;
.4‘ o  Aj§f @né;iéttfveggés.;, Théi$OUngT{édi waé;éfté%Qards réﬁdétgdfseekiné a
'n?f.'f-‘ ' :{ihfne§ pésitfbdgi Ih-wnéther caéé, a- young women From the TIsle of;jérsey; 

a‘ - . . f
.

came to Canada in ordpr to join her hugband ln Faigary a She hpd onlyg

. T . -
. Sy

.enough money to reach Haltfaw. She worked a domcstic until her:.
. 'A“ - o s conditton Forced her into the Infants Home where she remainLd as a wot;;

T aucse to‘anocher.child»f'ttfwas rumOpped th@t‘shé was_tqrned-ou;,of-thé_'.
s T hoge aﬁ;é:.ﬁéihg~agqu3ed'oﬁ not'gib1ng ‘equal-attention to each child.
<'Shé,dhs-then séﬁt'to the Poof House;'. R ._'“'”.‘:

Lo

B
L '

O‘ten the servant gtrl had no protection dgatnst 1ndtyn1t{e9 thatl

'
. -

L i were torced upon hpr, including physical oc soxual assault. -In-one‘
e w\caég, a. servant tes*ifted that her employer\Qad grahbed her by the -

'_ngbk;‘thrown her over a’ cha?r and then tried to force her From the

v '
- : BTN o
e C, .
. g PR
; C '3 .
. [39 : + ! r [dd _
. . e ~ I -
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. hoyse. When Shc'scfeamcd for help he put a towe],ovcr her mouth. Both

.

~the defcndonr and his wife teqtified that the glrl. wag lmpudent ﬁnd had -~

. LI -

* only to grabbing her arm after gﬁeﬂhad refused to )eavﬁ_thé house when
o o P"? \"4 P - - ‘A T B
:so ordered.. He claimeﬁ,thhglghe girt had thrown herself on the floor

n a rage and gcreamed. The case’was'disﬁiésedj

‘Tt 1s clear that servants were qften mistreated, exploited and In

.requed to dd ‘work for .the wife. lle denfed tbe assault, and édm{ﬁtgd."

- thelr isolated workplace, subjected to the whims .of their'employenp-"

» S % - A . ‘ .
Degpite these difficulties many servants-managed to gpeak out about

‘themselves, their jobs, and their employers, and about the attitudes ‘of ¢

middle class reformers in general. 'In 1880, “"Minerva’, a lady,

. T L

“neither a mistress [n]or-servant” wrote to the Acadian Recorder ahout

. disparaglpé remarks made in thé prcssl,about servanté.
. . §
As a woman I am not gotng to stand %dly by and hear a
class of useful aye and anmuch abused women, most of. whom
-Aare ‘unable  to defend themselves with the pen, trndu;cd by
. -one of" thefr own sex, through the public press; and not"
-~ take up my own pen In théif defence. Much has'been gaid
- Coel about the shortcomings‘of sérvants, .., much of this wasg
e, ] S lnduced if not directly br0ught -about by carelgﬁq and
' C vincompetent mistresses, who too frequbntly leave the most
fmportant businéss of the "household ‘to be conducted hy. .
) _ ~ servants, while. they and thelr young ladies’ spend- most of '
AT theils. time Ln readLng romances oOtr novelﬁ o;r porhaps'
’ goobip. e T :

"Minerva' wasg not the only person to rccogni;e the ha dship% tlat a

.

'5seryant_faced Fhe Acadian Recorder in 1886 reprinted a 1PLLLF flOm

i @

R

‘the Torbnto_Ciobe.” ﬁAfServantf'wrote'oﬁ thefneed]for,a=8ervant Cirlsﬂ

O e Ce e T T . -
© Assoclation which would sponsor lectures ia housekeeping, and perhaps
'{have’a'labour bureau éttécﬁed., In general, the association would work

g




et ' .
towards pﬁel"elévagion of theﬁdesbised, ﬁoor;;gsoléted;.dggfédéd ser—

vantﬁ'“"A.Qﬂu” had her ownjfompla{nts-hbout the 1ife "of a Nova

.

) LI PR | Lo L EE . b ’ . (.
.Scottlan, domestlc and the danger that often lurked fn the middle class

homes . e .- . g =

T venture  to .say in very many houses which are called
virtuous, domestics are In greatest danger; yes, and wany
an innocent young-gitl 1s ofted led into sin fa such a
place,- artd who is the temptef? - Nobody but +he very‘génts
of phe‘housc;”aglthey’are called. e

AL also complalied of the sexual double standard for ‘rich men and -

poor g{fls.- The Acadian Recorder's "Doesticks” démonstrated -soclety's

émbt&alght notions about - -these Wattersrwhen be éaréast{¢aily'asked)
._"cpuiﬁ not,the‘girls Have stopped éli.tﬁe—groublé by being a little
fint fgégéd?".'Agléuglié récognitioé 6f‘;heepbor working ;ﬁnditibns
.éhat Qervunts‘eﬁdhrﬁd.gfew, howevgrglsoidid'thathpe that é béttgr

relationship between servait girls and.ecmployers might emerger Even

ﬁDoesttqks“-sﬁpported such a thfoh,'pointing out that class distine-

"tious of this.world might not exist in the next. EA considérﬂtidn of
&3 R - P s . N

_the fact that maid, as well as ‘mistress, is human”; and kinder teatment
’ - . : . N - i .. (X

of gervaﬁté by m%stréé&e;,tﬁe argucd, miéhc;ihﬁfoveuphé Lot of the
dpmgsttc.gx o ﬂ . | |

Ifqﬁu%;~dféthefcent§ry d;heggtés had ga}ﬁed a little bettéf
 téentmeﬁc, ﬁﬁey had:not_éigayé'gaiﬁediﬁére respect. 1In l8é6;ét the

Second A&nnual Halifax Loéél Council of Women meeking, Mrs::Montgqméxy

“"Moore Spoke‘"Oﬁ'DbmésﬂtcﬂSeryice in Halifax.” . Servantg, sghe suggested,
needed not . only to fearn domestic duties but must be taught the wmoral

uspeck of domestic work. .In order to learn how to do:as much as

‘ posgsible fog-theit mastgrfand ﬁistcesé, Moore suggested that an

.
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assoclatlon be formed to upitfﬁ.the movrals of servant glrls,

3

Mistresses would be 5b11gated"mo Join; domestics could join for a fee.

The mistresses would Lcncﬁ.the écr%uné g[rlg moral principles, and !f'
neééssuqy an asslstnﬁf_couid demoAstrate ”teéhﬁﬁgaf detailsffdﬁuch u% . -
1prganiéaclon, Mooretbéfieéed,:wéuld demonstrate to ﬁork{né éirLs that
domestic éegvicg waszw ”Jiénified; shelté}gd{ ;omparatiQeiy Qﬁéy llfc.f

*
v

Mjétresses.and reformers alike felt "that such trnLﬁiﬁgiwou]h impro}g .,115
the~qﬁality énd abiltFies of. domestic wofkéfs.' Fr&m the ?olbt'of.vléw -
0% he m{sﬁress‘there WGre_mahy deftciéhc{és a&png-iervant ﬁlrléi
Soclety ?fiﬁer “Joan” 1n11898,‘for éxéwﬁleflcomp]élned about gervants -

quitting thelr positions without-giving notice. Mistresses should, she

argued, hold a month's pay as security to prevent a domestic's pre-
mdture*dépdrture. In~a,s£milarfcase'a,mistress,comﬁlatncd in 1902
about a servaﬁt,g&gl who diéappeared without giving notlge.

It 1is ﬁonstrous and fraught with more than domestlc
inconvenience that a lady who knows her'duty_tb thosk"
ltving with her,-and who Ls properly bound by law-.and . _
custom to clearly and ‘distinctly glve 'a servant notlce to _ ' —
leave, or payment of wages; should be liable to have her ‘
"house opened at any hour of the night, and deserted By a"
servant. ; C : ) : )
1f gervants weve to continueé tfeat{ng mis‘resses thls way,fthe lady

s

suggesteéd, many middle class persons wpuld vacate thelr- homes for

" boarding houses with attendants. - = - .

1

Iﬁ’middLéAclasslmistresses were not'pappy_with domestics, there’

were occasional -divistlons among the ranks of the domestlic servants =+
e ‘ e o7 _ o T, Lo '
themselves.. ‘In 1896, a letter from "Fair Play” revealed a rlvalry’
between male and female domésxtc.éervuﬁta. He complained that \
. gmployers granfed girl Qefyahts'evenings out of the house and often R T
52; . r. _..-l L . o . . . . » '-).‘:;



provided speétal treats that were de:nie}i t.o'- males. "Fai.r Matd®
responded ﬁhnt'wﬁile female serbants Aid éet thei%’share gf'fch tiﬁe,
:Bome carried pdrdgns phat_males\did not. For-lnﬂﬁancnj'the_gompetent
we11~traincd servant'often'ha& untrained sérvanté beneath her; ones - -
.rhat were.often gsent hy cg ritable organl/atiOnc to the city. The
;Qmpetent servant,_“Fair'Maid" Suggested, was thos forcad.to'doﬁthe'

_work of two'people. Another “Falr Play"”, this fime a female servant;
_protestedv"Fair.Maid‘s"\portrayél of untrained servants and demon-

- strated a sense of class solidarity that "Fair mMaid” did not.

I mushvsay*sﬁe speéks Vefy small of .the girls of Nova
Scotla whan she says they come to this city with their
" brush .and comb: in Eheir'pogkete and their trunks on thelr
backs; and-she goes as far as to say that they only gelt -
sttuations ‘through- charitable organi7ation9 .- - One -would
think by the way she speaks that ‘the girls of Nova Scotia
were {mmigrants from Englaad.or Germany, and that we were
to be trained slaves .. T expect when'she came t¢ this
city she had very little more than a paper parcel and ‘her’
wonderful talent.
¢ v .. - N
Obvtouslv degpite 1501ation and poor working condlitions domestic %erf

vants manwged‘to galn some pride in -thetr work §nd at.times;EQen‘é.
Solidnrgty.with their pée?s. Neveftheless,‘sexuall éthniq,’andlstatué
diffcreﬁgeg,— nof Lo meptionfisblation.aﬁ@ L;w'ﬁﬁéég - kéétldqﬁcsti?
. éervants’étvi&éd. B |
Despite these divistons, however' mény sefvaﬁts-déﬁonsﬁfatéd én
abillty to defend their claqe a;d thetr work ragainst those w%o belit-
fled them.- When Jqén a soctety writer complained in 1900 of the
;éadly{deg;neratedfltyée ofjservantvavai}qble, and noped thatther
&amééfig qasvthé'mdét;%ash;énaﬁie pérson Ln‘the_ﬁépsehold,she geceivgd’
. a qnipk_repiy. Two éays later ¥b§e of thé Ser{anté" éngrily'denounced »
the a#téck‘?n he}Ipee§s and cr}giéizea mistpe;séé éof gheyt‘shgrt-

t -

e
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‘maternal qualities of femaleaworkgrs.l

comings. These "so-called ladies” would not have time to flirt with

'

the neighbours

“I1f the servants, as you call us, dress a lteele etaborate when we

‘appear on the street, Lt 1s none of your business as most of us work

prett} hard .for what 1ittle -we get,'aﬁd another thing we pay as we go,

we do:not credit aé most of you do.” - The servadt 5ugéested_thnt

-pefhapé many mistresses would prefer it 1f domestics never ‘got a day

off and worked themselves to death.

I, for one, will not do tt. Tf there'were any ladles In
Halifax, ‘we would not mind worklng For them, but as 4t 1s
there are few. Typewnlters, Bank Clerks, Merchaots, etc.,

~ who have 3 1ittle -money and can afford gd give $5 per
month, as general, and agaln ones that think they can keep
"two, cook and housemaid at-stmtlar'wages..

Obviously Seﬁvantsqfound as’ much Fault‘Qith the qualtity of thelr

mistresses as the‘mistfesses.found_with them.9

L

For those women who wished and were.able to escape domesgtlc

servlce,_the.dcvelbplng fndustrtial économy,ptovided them with various
employment alteqnakives. Although middle clags reformers offered'n

variety 'of reforms to address the problems which they assoc[éted with

.

women In domestic service, they could not stop thousands of girlsg from

.
.

" .

flooding lInto shops and factories throughout Noﬁé'Scétia.' What reform-

. . . ) C . . . o
ers did do was to introduce reform measures-almed particularly at ‘these .

Lot

female workers. There was,. hogwever, a shift in the ideology that

]

rested beneath thesé reforms.. Farly reformers had criticized the

o

explottattvé ndture of -long hours ‘and hard work; while turn of thC' 

century rveformers focused on the prOtection‘df_the physical, moral, and

i

s

husbands 1if fhey attended to thélr buﬂlnesﬁ. ghe Fﬁmed.




In 1880 . for exampleh'reformers-worried about the *cruelty" of”

allowing shop étrls to stand all day. “Correspondent” in 1886 sug-

gested.chaﬁ herhéps éhops ghould .close early at night. Many women left

thelr homes at nine in the morning often not .to réturnjuntil>eleven~

o'clock at night. "Heartless émployéré" did not think of the»wroné
el . -.‘ B . : .

done to workers “"by trying’to_exacé from them the.veﬁy'ntmost their

strength’ can produce for_péy that bafely suffices to keep body and soul -

together.” ~ ."Cleo”. commended the papeér for'publishing “Correspondent’'s”
»1étter and helﬁing "tﬁe-redemptjon of our white women from a servitude

[both) adject and intolerable.". "H." wrote to the newspapér and sug-—

gested that dry. good stores close at.7 p.m. 5o that workers could have

“evenings with their families.

N

“In 1887 the Women's Christian Assoclation passed a feso}u;ion

asking for stools for éhop'girlst Opposition to this move'abparently

*

< came frOm»empiqyers who believed that 1ady'custpmgrs’wouid be” insulted

‘Lf they eucountered sales g{rls's{ttinquobnl In a "comhuptcatéd

article” to the Acadian Recorder a reformét claimed that the women of

Hatlfax would be willing to supportfthié mdvement‘fof the good of

"frall ‘and deiicate" shop girls. Rather thau secats, suggested a cor-
. . . . ) A : i a . . )

respondent, ‘the ladies Christian Associlatfion should be concerned with

the way poor gtklslaqd women weve paid starvation whgesil The dé&bate ig

" Yustructive. Whether these eaf@y.refdrmeré worriled about working hours

ot wages, they expressed a concern about the harm done to women's

théa}pﬁ when eﬁpldyefg exploited their l?bof., In 1895 éq Early Closing

~Act was passed in Nova Scottg,'th”vigdrous_opposition from employers

caused its abandonment.lo

{ . - e



Théré are {mportant dtstlncéfdhd betwecn~;ﬁe'§hrller refgrm
- impulses and that o% thé late 1890's. Enrllép reformers gaw dangevrs to
Qomgn‘s,héaltﬁja?l;jng‘from Ehe ‘exploitive nature of &hg.tndugtrlaLh

.izing gapttalist ordertliAﬁ;eg the mid-1890"s however, m{ddie class /
refbrﬁeré‘bebame more concerned about thé reIatlonéh1p between workfné/
@éondtéions.ﬁnd»a woman's réprodnbtive abtlity. TIa addgtiésa tpaQo

Jdater veformers feared that working class women would never master the

. esgéntial teahnlqucs of home managemeﬁt- “The ultimate ro\e‘for'dlr

women, -according to these later reformerg, was that of wife and mother.

“1In 6rder_to~glleviate the gééming-[qek of démeétlc enthus{wsm amonsg
wétkeré; and Incfidently solve thé shortage of dOmegélc_ggryantg{
reformers {ﬁst{tuted'é number gf heforms that cnncent%étéd.én protect—

-,iég and improving Qdﬁe&% mét§§nal'attrtbufes. These geforms ult}mnte~.
1}.Fac{1i£ated‘thé creaftion of géAder~Segfegated_pésitldﬁs {n the: wofﬁ
world-nnd the'perpetuation oflfhe.materngl feéihtst i@eoL;gy.

. The mdulding of good wives and-mothers out of domestlc or-sfactory.

. workers was the focus of many reformers. Helen Camerdn Parker, in an-

1893 Canadian Mégdzine art{clg, for exﬁ@pie, argued that_physlté]
'ability‘of women‘éo $§ métﬁer& waé}déﬁiining; ?arker advbcﬁtedrtéqﬁ;.
n@cal_traintng.iq Housé&ork'Eorfgir{s,épte;iné their Eéenage years, ‘a
time &hen it'wés‘believéd fhat excessive meqtaliwérk'would éventpﬁf]i

.

harm hern reproductive bénacity. .The benefits of such traiaing would be :

"én_érhy of well trained wives and mothers, and “side -by sidefﬁtth them[.

an army of girls to whom 'service' had become a sclence, and housework

N ] o a profcssidﬁ{"tn‘l902 the Acadian Reco}der‘cqmméhded the {dea of .
manual traioing for *glcls, complaining that so successful had been an’

-
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eafl& attempt by a "cbrtélo'titled ladyf to uplift-the well being of U

Canadlan servants "that we haven't been éb¥e to get a girl worth her»

‘salt ever glnce.” Mrs. May Sexton, a 1eadiny reformer and member of

the Hallfax Local Coancil' of Women, supported training for the 500
glrlé.who'left school adndally in Haltfax. Fhey needed progreqqive

hopeful work™ to alleviate the "monotbny and hopelessness” of factory

work.  While the idea of tralning girls for outside employmenq'was a

falrly progressive atdp, Sexton was tied to maternél:femintst notions
of womanhood. She reminded ‘the Counetl tn 1909 that they shou]d keop

"thelr anclent {deal, to ma ke a bir] a honunn1ker still before them.

In the following year ghe relterated this ideal wﬁen_she spoke‘before

- the Royal Commission of.Industriai'Trainihg. These young'girls were

"dumped'dbodt'the c{ty'and go into unskilled‘indQsﬁrtes; where thelr

. . o S . % :
developwment 13 stunted. What sort of SMhomes do they make?”

Middle c}ass_ceformets were Interested in*éhsu%ing that lowers
) i . . _ : X :

class women learn prooer}xomeﬁaking skills. Thelr reforms in other

nre;s hed ;tmﬁlat.éoals. In 1907 a Local Council Qf Women;scheme ;5
opénfan«Ofﬁteialfﬁmploywene Bdreao was.destﬁned to 1ncreasé.fhe npmoérs
of avai}dhie domegtics. Tt Qa;.expéeted todt‘the Ioterndtionai’Council _‘
of Women would'sopply ouiﬁabié girls.. In edd;tion, the_Halifdx-hoeal ‘

Councll, of WOmen‘establishedWAnd_haintained a Schoolzof Domeegie

¥

Sctenee for a year until it waq turned over to the %chool Board it

was hoped that speclftc 1deais of.aifehood would be. ab%orbed by stu~

'dents. : . ‘: . \e_ . o .V/i: ™

It probably surpasses all other efforts in 1cs tnfluences
for the future good of our citi7ens. Not that ‘cooking a’
't good dinner economically and appettzing]y is the be all
and ead all of our girls, buc beeause the precision and

37



. such women were rveturned to the "old country’.

1

atteation to detall and neatneSS”tnught_thcr? {nculcates a
moral attitude that must make for integrity. ‘ '

1f the Local Councils of Women crtéd to fnstill proper moral valies

I3

.aiong with homémakihghskiljs to the working class .they also worked to

bring "immigrants of the best and most desirable class” to thetr Wel-
_ - ] ’j- . . E | ' _
come Hostel. In 1912 when Mrs. Black expressed hope that a better

class of girls be sent to the Hostel, Mrs. Deunls assured her that an

agent's name had been removed after be sent out {nferlor girls. Four

12 Reformers obvionsly

were: intevested ouly in women who could be decent wives and mothery.

There wére many other schemes operated by ‘middle class reformers

. which aimed at iwmproving the maternal and moral abllitles of work ing

class women. In 1898.S£. Mary's Pariab opeﬁed a Catholié working
Girl's Roémuwhere wogking gtrIS'Fould_éttené classes of Ber?ing, jc;j
demi¢ and bus{néss_ﬁoqk; ﬁusic.and physicai dr{llg.or if-prefegred_
perdge the parish's 450 vdldmés’of S;ARS.. In:l§0[lthe WorkLlng Cirl'g
Room.helpéd "EO keép gir}s of £ fhe.stieetﬁ,'aad-she1ﬁcr and pro&ecg

them from pathsrwhich to say the least, havd uncertatn terminala.’

- There were also boarding houses that catered to working women, one

example . being thelWomén%'Christian Assoclatldd boardiag hbﬁse_wh(th
Qﬁeﬁéd-in'l?QBJ “The ‘Women's-Christian Assotiation also started .a club
for girls. Despite the fact that “respectable young men” were allowed

in ‘the club falled because the girlé.seeded to prefer outside exercise.

Attempts to protect the future: mothers of Nova Scotia were obviously

plentiful. Equaily numerous were the various*fnétttuclons'dedicnted'gé

trangforming prostitutes and other wayward' girls into decent mothers

y

" and wives.

yi ..:.:  :_ : i‘.; . | ‘.,58 
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' ‘XQC objectlive of many of these reform Institutions — beyond

reeéuing)ﬁallen'womenin was ;he3tra1ning of domestic servants. In 1867
St. Padl's Alm House dE'Industry was established to save girls from ..
-temptat>BQ. At the game time, however, such girls were tralned 1in do-

mestic ser@é;g. 'Siﬁilérly the Hglifax WOmen3s Homé,uwhich'opened in .

A\ - s

1874 clatmed that ftg 1nﬁates were "febla}med,from lives of dggfaddﬁion

énd shame.” Thege Qomen:wévéveither retdrned to tﬁe(? families. or.
placed In homegvaé.domestics, . The Girl's Home opératéd ﬁy th;'Womeh's'
Cﬁrtstian Assoclation tralued ihcérrigible girls iﬁ domeshic service.

p@er a three year peribd.' 1r Lhe}r wofk_warranteq {t they were gent to .

\agposition'in the country'away from the tempgqtiOﬂs of old acquaint-

N W . . M . ) -
ences. - Many .of these women were the abandoned wives of soldlers whose

R

regimenté,had left Halifax.” Unable to- remarry éna often with Famllles’
_to'suppOrt,‘tHese wofen turned to progtiﬁutton. By the mid f890's“how—f

_ever} many commentators falled to consider the economic necessity’ of

v

tﬁis'work and saw\the;[ésue simply in mofa] terms. For example, when

Sarah Fisher was abandoned by her husband gfter'éeveféi years of mar-

¢

riﬁge; a doctor‘commenféd that "since [then] she has been on the

loose.” Another patilent, .Teresa. Murphy, a 22 year old prostitute, was

[

deéc}tbéd as’ “living q'wild.ltfe'drinking hard "and roughidg'{t general-

ly,” .while SéraH'Més¢n was “a girl of scrofulous habits.”

Of ten 'what reformers were most concerned about was the impact - of

‘fallen women and their offspring upon the coffers of various charitable

‘Chatrman of the ChqritigS.Commtttée in
. ‘ - . ,

Ingtitutions. William Dehnis,
1894, for example; obsefved that many milttary.wivqs'éftén ended up in

[
§

-

the -Poor House, and their childreﬁ, because of'their,birtH‘in Haltfax, "




[

.Lnequalities and the sexual injustice a3 con

*

" often became a 1ifelonw>bﬁrden‘upon tﬁeiclty. He -announced that In

future soldlers would have to contribute one=hWalf 5f their pay.to

: o ' ) _ . ] . .
support thelr wives and famllies when [n the Poor House. Dennfs also .

noted the injustice to the clty that occurred when “the refuse of other,

countles” came to Halifax to “hide -thelr shame.”™
Dennis was not alone 1in gohdemhiqg women who lost their virtue.-
Women were also ﬁuilt}-of being contemptuousg towards thdtr'fnllcn

sisters. “Tt-Ls hard to overcome all scornful loathing for™one who,

hag degraded her womanhood, but LE she 'ls trylng tpxrlse,ngn{n-anﬁ be

s

clean shou1d wp.no§ give her both hahds to heTp_her'stand on her Feét

a

again?” asked Mrs. Turnbull of St.” John in her Prestdentlal apeech to

the Maritime Women's Christian Temperence Unton In 1889.0 The Rescue

Home of Syduey, supﬁorted by the Presbyterian Women's Home ﬂnd.Eorelgd'

Mission Society, repotrted in lQlﬁltHatfdesplte the fact that some of

B

its girls were "now 1iytng cousecraﬁed Chrigtian 1{Qes,-making ﬁpod

wives and mothers”, Qne,adxillari had noted 1ts disapproval of guch a

“home.’ S;ill,idesbite the fact ‘that these Tﬁteq middle class reformers -

had adopted’'a less tolerant view of‘prbétttutes,.qhey hérsevered‘ln

phgirbattempts to develop the domesticated and  watcrnal ‘Ingtlincts of

T

.

.these women. But the parlief critique - which considered economlc

grtﬁutlng,tﬁ'prdétttufgéh-_

was néw 8upp1hnped Eyja.more moraltsf}c nrat.e.rnal‘fe;r.\l'intstﬂ.ilr-ieml'ogy.ll3
Turnfof~tﬁe—ceﬁhh}j tefbr@é}s extended this matépnaifaffhédoxyﬁ

beyéﬁﬂ ﬁpt# ﬁhe'refo;matiop'of,proétigﬁte;; and the 1mbqovemenc.qf_

I
b

women'a~dbmesctc‘aqd reproductive abilitieg. - These second generation

reformers also . used the maternal feminlst argument to juétify and

o



.

explain women's advances futo various areas of public employment. Many .

I . -_ - oécupaﬁiénnithat Qﬁehéd up.té womqnlbecamg women's gxcyusive terrifory

.bccadee_turn;ofuthe~century rcforme;g particulariy 1dentified tﬁeﬁvgs
o - h ' - . .

befng cxtensions of wégan'é true domestlic role. Woren were now engaged

tn dﬁing “women's work;, work thﬂt'was'gcnder sééregated and gub;

ordinate to male authority. -

[ . .
. . deacondss movement: At the Pneéhyterian Missionary and -Deaconess
-Training Home in Toronto deaconesses and mtssionar{es\taok a two year
-tra{ntng cougsé which 1included courscs_thét dealt with various

3

stenégraphy,.typlng, édd book—keeping,“aﬁd recei?cd both lectures and

- This maternalism, for _example, impacted significantly upon the

relligious 1gsues. Tn addition, rhese women learned voice-cultqre,

'practtcal\tréining in'physiélogy, hygt ne, " nursing and domestic

- sclences Deaconesses neceded to be at least 22 years .of age, and

preferably were over 35. Women past the normal marriage ége, it .was.

TR ) felt, were less Iikely.tb have ‘their éensibilities injured by clients’
“ . . . . --.. " N [ * ‘ . .' . . . ’——“. .
. “ﬁ-' S . .,wilth ‘uncertain moral standards.” Furthermore,. more eyperienced

. . i . deaconesses were considered better able to teach "poot an{ ignoraat’

‘wives and mothers” proper homemakin%\skills.i

-

.

_So@e éeéconesses felt abile bécauée pf thelr gender to help in

" Putnam, a Deaconess in Cape Breqdn,
.t ., many cases wheré a,ﬁtnister"is_simply helpless. Imagine a
S . minister calling on a young shop-girl or. factory. girl in’
. her cheap boarding house where there. 13 -no place to
s B .\Ireceive a caller except in her tiny bedroom. No very: »
o ‘ friendly or helpful . call can be made in a dark, 1ll smel-
ling, . boarding houge hall, .-but the deaconess can at once
A be invited upstatrs, where the one. Lhalr ‘will be presged

‘o

L

'éreaquhere malg_ministergtofﬁgn fatled. - “There are,” said Mrs.. .



“upon ber,. while the little hostess sits on cot & bed or
“trunk .aad pours all her lonelinesg add homesickness, and
often tales of temptation or falilure, {nto sympathetic
cars. : ' i

" Her r}aturni motherlné abllfty,” hefghtened by some pTaCt‘.lC;l} tratning,-

"allowed the deaconess to speﬁ tnto her role as support staff for male

ministers. “One good,.loving, comsecrated woman 1 better than twenty

N . . . » ‘.'_ ." * . /" N
men, be they ministéers a dozen times over,” noted Mrs. Pu‘tnam.‘.' (At

e .

oncg maternal virtue propelled deaconcsses fato the public aphere and .

rationalized their limited postition in that domain.

Women's entraance {ato the business sphere was also valldated by

“the materhal feminist ideology. - 1In 1884}Femql¢'graduutos o(‘hhé..

Halifax Business-College weve praised for thelr abllities In-bopk-

'keeping.' Eyen'then, howevery, there were sceming 1imlts to women's

busiﬁess abiliey. 1In 1893, féoestt;ks" of th; Acadian Recorder:wasAto

~

comménp that women succeeded in business because 1t wag  "new” to. them.

Furthermore, he clalwed, much- of thghresponsibility_for dealing with

" intricate matters, which would-normally rest with 1ndivldua1'malef

= .

employces, would in wpmen‘s'caseé be shifted on to others. Embfdycrs
would evéﬁtually decide,theYefore, that busineds {s a "mnhj§ place
after all.”

“”ﬂoan”,'also‘Eelt-that'buslness was not a suitable fleld for

women, noting that women have filoer sensibilitles and.a more delicate

organization than men Women would qu}ckly‘fihd that_ﬁome life was

“more in keeping with the Diviue ﬁlgn" and that “stronger shoulders

than hers [werd needed] to take up the business end of life's

'prgblemé." Anﬁie{Merrill {n-an arcicle'aihé Women 1in Busineés"iechond_

: . P WL T, . >
these sentiments, claiming a’yeariof outside wolck might be benefletlal
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;'m ?. EQ wOmenrgﬁt.rﬁey,woule‘emenruélff,fiﬁﬁjémétffhemefirfe ie ;ﬁe berref. ;
:?*\.' ;'11;fe:1€Fifefﬁrﬁeformere'grilifeaw marri;gé’as the ulrima > eéreer'gegi forﬂ a
y T };omemj'girls needed to @ork for binfmoqeyqur‘go.pas rhe theLmnti1'-:~‘
B : .V{l'. gﬂei were married:‘ And even mhen“they vere forced inro t%é.yerkforeeg ‘
. o .hy:economic meﬁbssity womén:ﬁognd tﬁeir mppdrrunitieslreerrﬁcrea tof”
CT;LQQ r -‘: s thelr traditienal spherc 15 .'-"'; . . f:i}f. fl“:-
o 1‘ 5 ."',. ... The Women's Exchange mmvement“proviaeé a partirularly 1nterestin?
:: . . Ogﬂmple oF tme 1mpact of maternal remindqm‘and m&éé]e clas).mor Jis
fE%_-}f' . | On ng 30 LBQQ a_gropp qf 1ad}es~mer to“dlsqusé the,predicament éqg“
o u..many?";égmeedf_laéies.whesé gégnemic ei%qusraneee d{etar;q QhEX}:peéd gﬁ
H ; r}{éngarn.menéy evehfrhOpgﬁ‘the;:mere in a*clees."learm réiédme fbrwérd )
figt . T;fdl: ?gndlpugk'th;mseiyes‘euffieiemtl§ Eo Qérﬁ.a 1{ving.f" The‘wémAnfS
, ‘: - ‘rgéﬁaﬁgé proﬁo;eémro_Selircekee ereads and both fancy ‘and pl n werk" SR .
B : Z':.i:T‘.Yorrtheée:ﬁomEn._’Mréiiﬂ C. Macintosh was voted preqtdenc "M} f;EJD. '
g 7 RTTheker_aﬁdigfgs’ﬁir;;ém_were yice—frqgidentsland Miss;Burméster Waék ‘
AN con S S o v.{__: - p ,
; e.crvtery ‘-Mrs. Daly.war honorary presidenr. ;?heiqommitreg-at%firsr %:‘,7 -
consisted of eight ]adtes,lwafter;ards the-nmmﬁer.wésyincreased ro
‘{ }:3e1:l | -twelve. By August 31 1892, the Fxchangc was c“tabli hcd at No. 87
! o Cranville Street.. A 1ady who hah operated a simi]er co operative'\." ‘

buqlneqq jn*Boston wae in charge for rhe ftrst month and helped to ';li A

v kN = T . P 4

Lo :/‘; eetabliqh the enterprtse. : Lady Jane recommended that the committee
g look for'a managerfwith 2 bright face and pleasant cheery manner who . j4f_ ’f?ﬂ
Tt ..2 would ensure the succees of the venCUre. In a short time a yodng
“uss[stant MA# Hited}an&'a?parcel exbress;for\rhe eonwenﬁenqe‘ofu :
= ;i“ RO - -'} e j_l.  T r;.:‘ ,.n_:“, 'u ‘2'fm )
o cystomers wag -established. - The exchange was advertised in .newspapers
Coand At hotels. o o a Too T T L T e T T T T




ﬂt'first the'Exchéﬁgé gféw rapidLy.' By the end of rho f{rqr yenr,

: 1  o ‘mcmbership numbered ftfty Eive aad thc one hundred forty conqignorq

. .

) ‘ were, paid Qﬁ 15343 ' One.problem fot ‘the Exchange was the wtdesprend
. . . ‘ T S ' A

! g»idqa that c%néignorsAq;re ladles who did not:neeﬁ‘moneynxahd.chc
“Exchange did what Tt could to combat this belief. _”Aﬂmpsﬁ all that is

N

sold is sent_b§ persbns who are obliged to help theWselﬁes, aﬁd.who..

wduld'have‘no opportunity~of doidg so*werd lt‘not‘for Lhé Exclrange,
where their work is disposed of quLole and advantayoously By Augugt
l894 moreover, the Womeu's Work Exchange aff[ltated wich'thg Local

R --Council of~meehh with Mjsi Tucker Lts‘representhcive, This gave the
N —Fxchange even more viéibility., In 1895 a fnnd raiq1ng hall was hle
AN o . T ' o ) . Y. !

‘."the mbsc.SUCQessful subscription ball ever gtven in’ Haltfax sa1df¢he.

Acadian Recorder ) Not'only were ‘the donvtibns ~and music‘good but. the

“at
-

1‘eastng debt forced a reorganizatton oF the busfneqs and pres

o —

A e

~cf;ticism‘that the'needy were not bgtng-hgtped - the Exchangd contlnued'

'tqzexpand. By 1902 éqr qxamble} tHere'Q@re;S}'memhefs and 252

a

. - _ I o,
E .cash only system, the‘Exchange received'over $9-OOO 1n'1902. '
' Thp Fx?hange conttnued tte wosk and exisLed unti[ at léésp 19[2!

? B . . .

P ;_" consignors, and ono mtght qupgtion as did the Mail thther tru!y nendy

women were beﬁng helped what i° most etriktng about thp Fxchange Je

o
A L x,

. a4 . . .

,che Exchange established a systém whereby Impoverished gentlewomen

- . “ ’ O
% . .

PN

- S 2L . . . . B . . . . .
1\0“ N P T s ;' . . - v, . v
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o -

young and gﬁddy hﬁd strttny rooms, that werL_attrnctive and-yet. noq.

vulgarly private ) Uespitg OLLd°|On81 qethacks - 5uch aq tn’ ]896 whm1 

o WL, dqﬁéignOrsu bven thodgh a few CU§tomer“ res enped the adopttion of a -
While*infor“ation s not available as to thercompbsittbn of thel

tts maternal Feminisr orientatton The female rﬁfopmers.who~orgaaned. '




™ b

-hhoée g{rl.;

COqu earn a‘living, without appearing to be worktng ‘Dtséretion ant

.conf1dentiﬂlity guaranreed organt/ers worked to ma{ntain the qocia1

‘gtatus of consignorq who were wil]ing to partictpate in the public

wofld: 'Thé WOmen's Exchange-allowed.the conslgnoxs to reép some

‘rewards froh the piblic sbhefe without-leaming‘théir homes.ér challeng¥.

Ing“reformers' concepts of women's domestic.natuve.

“Women also~re11ed.upoh maternal feminist propoéttiods to justtfy'
: . C o .

and explain the femini 1tion of employmenL areas that.were not yet

' conﬂidered the exclhsive domain'of men. For example many young women

hecame telephone operators. “Nobody”, satd an article from Salnt John,

reprinted in the Acadian Recorder, “but ‘a woman could do {t.” ‘No man,

C'unless he be a Sabbath school teacher 'or a réporter” would be able to

refratﬁ from profanitych_épch:a Job. “In 1892 "Doesticks” pommented.iﬁ

v .

 his patroﬁ{iingﬁway'upon'the maternal atfribubeSTOf the modern’ tele-

-

[She] may not ‘he htghly educnted but she must be nice, and-
‘must be possessed of, a medium.grade of intelligenc@ She
must be able to write a ]etter make a clear statement 1in
"good anlish hold ‘her tongue, keep her temper under every
provooﬁtion and gtve her undivided 'atteuntion to “the’
_buginess of the office -Tact' and, judgement are :Andispens—
-able and lackjng one’ or rho other she will break doyn in a
_very short’ time - o -t

:‘Fhe first operagors in the lnited Stateq had been boys "Doesticks’

*f.npted, but they soon proved unSuitable and were quickly replaced by "

\ e P

‘,older.women.' But the old girls were stiff and sprightly yOungﬂ"

41 ~

, 07

gtrls final]y pr?ved best suited to the job' roquiremonta Popular.

percepttohs of women temperment Lhuq eased women lnto Lhts new fteld.
g . .

. 65‘.




\The felatﬂbnship of maternal %émintSm to new emplbyment pbsslbili;

tie9 can be seen in parc1cular in the expand[ng oppoxtunrl g For women

in the nurqinp field The Vtctoriq CenLral Hospltal Fru(n1ng QChool

for Nurses was estab]tshed in ]89[;_and offered f{nstructlion Ffor nuksed

.

ln‘bcth'hospital and private work. The teachling gtaff was cdmﬁoned of
] . . !

the vtsitln Physic1ans) Surgeéns and speciali§ts of the. Vietoria

‘General Hospital and also the Resident Staff of the h09p{tdl « Al though

the filrst nursing class consistcd of five’ mcn and ten women, - n séudy

of -the nursing profession demonstrates the eventual lndenttftcntlon of

nursing as a, "female™ career and the eventual subordination of female

nurses to male physchans. The numbevr of male nurses declined over 'the
. ‘\ e .

years as. both the guncral publtc and the mod1cal profe sston - nursch“

Qincluded - perceiveq nursing as aécareer that'demanded.ﬂpecial nurtur- -
ing qualities. This attitude pervaded an early attempt to organilze a
.branch of the Victorian Order of Nursés in Nova-Scotla in 1898.. The -

V.0.N! would "disseminate in the homes of the poor where they go,

valuaBlé knowledge of a most hclbful and prﬁccical kind,'abbut‘venttlh—

, v

tion, SHﬁitation and cleanlinessf“ They wOuld also be rcépoﬁéible<for

_food preparatton and teaching other family members: to care for thc

patient, They WPFL expected to bhOW ktndneas and helpfu]nees to the'

P

'-patienr; AdaptabtliCy, act ?Ood]udgement gelf- denia)<uuldevo?

-'ffon Were. attributoq oE a goqglnurse, all of thgsv helmg approprlate

W
S

.female characteristics tn the maternal fem!ntqt panLhcon 18,

}..

P

Stmi]ar'tdealq weve eventually abeorbad and adoptod by ho%pttal

—r

‘”qurscs. Iq 1897 for.examplg, afbattle betwgen nuTécs and ductors at

Lhc Victoria Cen fal Hosptpaiieruptéd, which-demonstra?ed the profes_

a a

+
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.

alonal power of ﬁedicnl doctors and the ﬁledgling.brofessionalism of

* onurseg, and also the counstralnts inhérent 1o a profession whose power

rested uypon materanal feminist Qrinciples;"Fér several ‘years: prior to

v

th;a upheava} doctofsthd bheen dissatisflcd iyith the hur§iﬁg‘standards
at the‘hdspitpl. Tﬁey camplained in 6ar§tcular.abédt'thé re}uctance of
gradiate nurses to reémaln at the {Iict:o.ria Ge'r‘?'er‘alg most l_'\Ul'.Séé_, doctors
felt,.preferrqé:the ré?ﬁti&ely éés{er\and'%réerjlifé_oﬁ private duty.
The clima* ca%e in 1897 over the‘enfércemeét of'é new rule désighed tg
compei”female‘nﬁrSES to supply hedéans éna urinalé to male patfents anﬁ
co-bﬁgstde ovér fhe‘passing of the méle c%thetef;-a.ﬁaskifq}mefly done
by mglg nurses, ‘Whi]e both Mjss-EiliotJ fhe Lady‘Sﬁperidtendéng of
Nursés, and.thé members éf Lhe Medicél»ﬂoprd fﬁlﬁfﬁﬁaf?ﬁll nurses

. ’.l . ) . - . . . .
shpuld comply with the rule, a Commission appolnted to inquite into

i hoqpipalimanagement disagreed for both medical and moral reasons.

While Elliot‘sadythese activities as‘pafq of the hutse’s;professional

respongibilities; thaose that she supérvised(dem&rred,,é{tihg the ahmége
- ) o C N _ . Ry .

i

which would be done to women's delicate sgnsibil;ies. 'Thevrgsult of .

battlés fought on grounds such as these was the subordinatfon of nurs-

fng as = profession. Commenting on the situation, the Committee con-

“cluded that nursing wal feally‘womgn's work and hence that méle,nuyses‘

.

should¢be.d:dérltes. Fhrthermbré, it ﬁoncluded;'the problem between

- Elllot and the nurses was diie to her lack of Qoménly téct,~;I§ wouid

©seem, therefore, that nutrges who adhered to the:maternal feminist

posttion were pé;ply.respbnsible Eor the é&entualffeMinizatibq'ofj

nursing. The results of this process, howeder, were ambiguous. In

creatling a_rolé.iq medicine for their.genderfbésed-upon’théir fFemintne’. l

B
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‘virtues, women ulttmately relegated themqe]veb to a supportlve nnd

<

- ) SuUdrdinate_rolg within the world of médicinelg
T o . Oncé nursing became an exclusively female prenerbe} doctors .

régulafly‘cautioned nurseg ﬂgainst galning too much medicnl_knowfedgc.

The editof of Ehe_Mﬂritime Medical News made this clear.

: - : .

- Fortunate 1s phc_physiclan who has not had a ngrsé who has
discoursed learnedly to herapaéients upon the significance
of various symptoms presented by the pntiént and the
ttecatment which other du\tors would douhtless ddopt undeyr Ce—-
simllar circumstances ... There is no need for maktng an
amateurvdoctbr Qﬁr of the nurse.

iqusqs; thé article_claimed,'needed to 1¢qrn pat{ent.care'and stckroom
clégﬁliness techniques and'hot'“bé_stuffed with Lmﬁerfegt'tdeas ofvtﬁc
abstrusttieé of mediéige, and_led-qo ﬁhihk:hérseif‘cappblé Qf’pqsniﬁg
‘judgeméét uéon Lhé‘éapabilitigs of thg*dgcto;s who(émploy:héff' A few
yeé;s fater in 1996:ﬂn0gher édttb%ia] in the same johrnal }elte;atcd

the medical ppébtioner's view of nurses.
‘. R . . ) . . NN ) - JEp N
' " . There 1s no danger of over-rrainlng {n thé‘préctital work
"of nursing, bhut the tremendous burden of theoretlcal
lostruction —- most of which 18 guite inapplicable in
prattice - 1s'not only needless but doubtless harmful.'z _ K
Every doctor has had annoying 1nstances of interférence by. o o
.hurses whose “ethical knowledge hag been turned by a e
smattering of 'such ilnformatlion "as. need belong to the ‘
' " physiclan a}oﬁe. UL

zéy this.time3 of éourse the medical professton was segregntcd n1ong

‘.gender lines;'aﬁd'ﬁrevat}ing notions of maternal femintqm 1egtt1m17ed

5

B l this segregattonv A . P . o .‘:" ‘ ZQ?' :

oo This maternal Femjntst ontlook conttnued wo1l {nto the 20th

Qentury. Ih;l9ll'the Presbyterian Witness-clatmgd that nurslng ‘would
be the highest“vobaﬁion_for’a'g{rl 1f she had .to leave the cOnfineﬂ of

her home and éarn;her.living., Stmilarly,dwhed Margareg'Spence won the, . ' .




¥

WO man

~marginallzation of nursing was thus engured

W - ‘\ -. - L . ..‘.. !

ColdﬂMeﬁaf fof~Cénera1:Excellencq and ‘the Aluhnae Prize‘for Practfical

¢ .

“Work in 1923 she was praised for. demonstrating .the 'feminine' qualities

valued 1n a nurge. Spence wasg

‘adaptable, courteous, dignified, enthusiastic, indust- .

! rious, reliable, re'souréelful‘, accurate, conscientious,
.punc_tua.l,. excellent initiative, very much Iinterested {n-
work, rapid worker, pxqeilen_t observatlon, very fine
exegytive ability, marked-neatness ,of person. Generally a
‘very capahle and excgllent nurse. ' '

N

. Feminine maternal qualities were not ouly necessary for a

hospltal nurse but for nursing supervisors as well. A Directress of

Nurges, for example, needed more than education, tact, and cabllicy,

she needed to recognlze the subordinate -nature of her profession. A
/ . © . . . N

“

1n a position of a.u'tho_rity sald G. E. Stdum, superintendent of

nurseé, m_u_st'-be “so skilled in administration that she reallzes that -
‘her school cannot exist ‘as a small kingdom 1f the midst of a greater

one with out .any 1ines of authority reachfog from without inward.” The"

3
v

. 'Not only aid the maternal

.

vislon restrict women to a"]o!b publicly perceived as 'femi’ni'n'e', but -

nurvses t»_.'erv'é hdvocét{ng their own .subordination to .a masculine medical .

,Drofess'ion.'zo : ) LT e ST o .

After the turn of the century women in general - from nurses to

teachers, to workilng class women - su'bsgribéd to t.l'xe'm'aternall feminist.

i:('ief)'lqu._ ,aniL 'tihe._'m{d—ll.890"s,l .hov:rever, Fomen’ workerg‘l had a "é'ri_ti‘c'a-l

vision rooted in a rudimentary class comsclousness that existed dqs_pite'

“thelr ,{solatio_n from their peers. - Female teachers, more than -any other

group of ‘women yqorker‘s', weré_ ‘able to crané]_ate__ their‘ public 'position '

a'_'n‘d their gclose assoclation with male peers.lnto a more éons;:im_xs

i .

o L

awar'enesg of their poBttion In the work world. Byt ‘even teatherg "

- . Yo ©

.




gra@ﬁhlly conformed to a maternal feminist vision that ‘considered women '

~ t

the more desirable teachers fFor young#dhildtdn. Segrcgnted by «ender

.

a

-and ‘ekxpertencing salary d}scftminatton; women teachers logt thelr ear-

C1lier erttical sensibiliry. Stmilar circumstances confroated. women iq

the range of new ‘occupations obenidg'fqr them. Women moved, Intv thease’

.

positions arguing that they.had ﬁhé‘spgéif{t‘FemiJmlng‘abtlttfds that

”

made these Jobs more suitable to them. LQ nursing for example, women

gquickly outnumbered men, largely bebéuse-they ctatlonallzed  thelr entry
{nto the field in terms of maternal femih{sm.. But to gniﬁ this short
term goal, they isolated themsclves- from vther areﬁs of medlcine whiclh .

were becoming male~ddminated. Middle classlréformers, like the women

.
.

T S L. e . : L o :
In the work force, 'adopted a.-maternal rargument.. But as a maternal,

fem[niém hardened into a new drthodoxy; wgmen became part of that

®

-mérginaliémL'gender—segrégated wofkforce which emﬁhnslzed wameh's.

. : N & s, .
" ‘maternal .abilitiés rather than-equality with thelr male peers.

"\ S )
Y - . . . . -
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"The Spotting Culturc of’Homen in Victorian Nova Qcotta
: + From ' ‘Fish— Ilke Girls' to Robust Hotherﬁ C

The sporting culture of the late 19th century embodled‘mﬁpy.df

the essential charactvri tics and be]iefs'of letorién éocletyg

s

Aspects of hea1th and’*exuality class antagoatsm, ronc ptlonq of ..

/

social equilibriuvm, dress reform, and thc.maintenancé'of sepavate

gender‘identities were,n]lAmaﬂtisted,id the cmhtroversy'ovo% and

v

ventual acc ptance of . sportb as a leytt{mate.pasttme. But ](fr a8
changes in phe nature of sporting ncttvity durinp the V(ctorlan ago

impagted upon notions oE_womgnhood) so did concerns about the relation-

ship between the sexes 1nf1uénce the nature of sport ltsélf.. Tmportant

-

- as an experimental field for "that mix of missionary work and socfal -

engineering rhat was rational réqréatton,f2:3port wag an tmportant

-?catalystﬁmxtransforming se{uafiy precocibus but physically frngllé

'maidené into réspectable vet rébust Victorian mothers upon whom the

&

preservat Lon of the Anglo-Saxon rvace depended. 1In addltion soctal

“reformers saw-sport ‘as.both a form .of .commercialized entertainment in

late Victorian capltalism and a vehicle foriensurtng clags harmony and

social stability. L

" .
. N

The ear1y Victortan elité fel{'that‘sports éqntr{bqted 1telé

to the health of eithcr qocietv or thp 1ndiv1dua] -spprt demanded-timc.

s

'and energy ‘that’ could be better utilized in work. * Public accéptance of

:particular sports, therefore depended at least in.part on whother they

. were cohsidercd reSbéctable by the middle and‘('ruling‘clﬂss.3 _As
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“tolerance grew 1into support, reformeis endeavoutred. to shap¢ sports to

thelr own .gocial vigion, in the process challenging ahd'chahgihg its

. houndaries. By the end of the' century there was a growing.belief in

the potential -usefulness oE-spoyEﬂ While éarly sports promoters had

a

programs into the'cémmon‘échools, by the end of the century this had

»

glven-way to the so-gcalled "manly”™ sports. Those who_PrOmoted'sports
tn this fashion believed ‘that spbrts would imhrove‘the phyéical health
of the {ndividual and soclerty, contrtbutg’to‘the*healqh of the Empire,

and eliminate class. antagonism without challenging the existing social

b

atructure. . : . ' . L . L .

H e e
1, St adee YR 0

t Female reformers attempted to modify this broadening sportlng’

fleld. . Male sbo}ts, they heligvcd, were spoiled by excessive pompetj—‘

;.

“tion and roughness.: Young ladles needéd-to bé protected -from such

a

nqtivfty. Tn order'forvgirlé to develop proper maternal duaiit{es;

they needed shorts- that promoted falr play and thét emphaslzed pﬁrtiéi*

]

. soclety, molding them to their particular, viston bf.woﬁanhop&

'U}timatély,’thever, their maternal femin{st crifique timited womgn:to
actdvities where their 'speclal® feminine qualfities took precedence

over’their'ath}etic abllity.» '-‘ o \5}*h

The éarly'hdv6cates of sports eﬁphaétzed not iny the ad- -

L

vantages to an individual's phys{caL.éhd mental weil;being, but saw

.,éport as ap.important.elehentlin the;btoader,réform‘bf,soéiety.,'Find_

'3

ing that in Halifax’thefe was

‘75

been content to advocate_the~tngorporat{on of callgthenics or exérciéé

patloh_ovér competition. Feméle reﬁormgrs_chénged both sport.aﬁﬁ;.

L




a ery large . proportlon of young men qpcnd[lng] the “begt
share of their time in gawking lazily at the street cor-
ncrs to stare at- pasgsersby, lounglng about drinking

saloons, smoktng and guzzling, andiin dther Irrvational [

modes of. getting dver 1life, equnlly {n]urouq to both moral
and phyqical hea]th

&

" the Acadian Recorder demanded gymuaglums and affordable yat benaficial

C 4 . . " . ' - o
recreation.i Reformers constdered that the lower classes, who ltved

~

- amidst squalor and'seeming'immorallty, could benefit in pArt[cufnr from

¥

physicdi Qrainiﬁg; So could women. Tt did not take Toag for reformers

to' attacvk the “pallor and Yangour” of "palé and weak young ltadies who

exhibited loads of expénsiyg dry goods upon thelr persons.” Cautloning

Ehat Nova -Scotian “parents had gétter ﬁéc raise ény,mpre‘glglé of that
kiﬁd{fand 6Ben1y‘€;aistng ros? che ekb ané stout figuroq A r&Fn;me}q
warned these "fgebie women“.that "young meﬁ_fidWcﬁle[d] the tdea of
tying:tpé$selvés fd} lifé Fo_s&ckly girls-_:?S ;

As the acceptability of,sports-ére&] its middle class sup-

porters stressed 1ts-democrat1c nature. Yet onrt‘was never truly ”

claqsless, nor was unality truly the 0b1ecrive of qporL, promoter 9.

o b B

'Inqtead reformers” hoped the 1ower classes’ would emul te the{r 'socidl

v

superiqrs’ and‘adopt the valqes that Vames ombodied Cricket fop

example{‘yas»ﬁeen to educate its disciples dn such Anglo anon virtuoq

Cooperation division of 1abour &pec{alizaLion " ohedience .
. ‘to a single organizer (perhaps with a council to advise
© him), national charvacter, geography.and ttg tnfluences, .
~arts-and artlstic anatomy, physiology and hygiene, ethics
and even < if ‘the play be learnt rtght1y - general “ducn—
tion merhods. . . c . . . S

But the hopes of reformers were often dashed, Despite chahges'&n rules

o engure moral improvemént'and the 1eséeningfof the valgarity and.

1
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SRR . e A PR oo T e . _ Lo
S AT e .violencéﬁof many sports, working_class‘athletes br0ught,to;spopt their
EY R 0 Lown 1nterpretation..HMany subsequent contestq wirneo ed worktng claas S
o W , : RN
i o el . -
A Ca groups challenging rultng clées teams Furthermore as'Alan_Metcalfe )
& PR e . - B e - .
‘;'H& j'-,'_ © " has claimed ciaes divLQ1ons vere Qever overcome at the adminietrative
"‘iij-' SR 1Qve1 ﬁhd even at the playinb 1ove] there' W?re-various -methodg of
. .a.»_.,j - i . - . . J P . " :
o %.' T soc1al dtscriminarion whtch varted from sport to sport.7_.__ N
'“}/f"~ j If the workihg claaqes often reststed being co~ opted by a c]aes
}g- .y . program whjch_.maqqueraded ae democrativation i; is also true that
{ T ._‘ . ; H '.. S - ’v_ . - . o
{ T ’ “utherhtgh coasts of cluhg and gymﬂostqms stmply_kept‘many wofkers from
soroo ' participating dn sport: For example whén the’ Nova Scotia. Horti—
7 L cultural Soclety obtalamed la d f‘rom HaJ‘if olty to crrleaterthe, Publio
ftJ T f_.,: Gardens;'ohly’shé:eholdere, Squcrthers and gueste had free atcess to

T?k;-" ~.; - . the groundéiat alletimes.' The-Gardens contatned,the firgt-covered ice -

3”;f,\; o 4:tpk'Lnfthe“Efea fa‘wooden edifiee,'lBO feex by 60 feet with‘arched

ff;i v '\' ql \{éof 111uminated with coal’ g39 where skating took p]aoe tn w1nter and

H

SR f _{' B tolier sknring and dqnctng 1n summer. Subscriptionv t& the rink sold

o

o .out wtth(n Chree weeks 1n )862 When fln?ncial difficultieg foreed the

N B
X

Elnn1ly gainpd more aecess. fThereafter it was opened fot dancing on
._‘ . i . . _,, -" - "‘.«

,\\ .
e s B . e . N

[N v © 4 . et AT C . ca

. L
: ‘ N .

. . . . R A . | ._‘

L conceyt ntghca._'But even then noc all approved of the change._ Yhe:

resbxterian Witness claimed thar the'women who’go-there to dance-aﬁeo

*

qoctety to sell}the Gardens to the ctty in 1874 the general public--:>'

.usually 9uch who have ‘no character to lose,} The fiquWQSfcoﬁdemned’asf'”
1ow dance honqo* draw{ng rogetho : personsfwﬁo ate a-mo}al-pestfﬂ'yi
. tlence... Social contdmination was avoided in Halifak, eﬂNewlfork'Sun.::

correspondent qlaimed by holdtng s_parnte cnncerte at the GardenS' Jon_f“




<

® © . . class. "One concert is as good as the other, but the classes never

e A P \

mix, each keeping to itéﬁo&dfappoihfad°dny. This promotes p\nce,
. . 4 4 - B L N

_‘ﬁleﬁguré, apﬁ\satisfactiodf ‘Tt demonstrated -as well-a ‘strict divislon

A -%loné tlassfliués tn recfeatﬂonal activitlés,.thch restricted tWe
: A g
sporting OpporLunittes of the working claqs.; .
N 1As thq ceutury worg.on, there‘wag a gréwfngﬂreg]izntiod.of-tﬁé:
“poor pﬁysicélic0naitloﬁ 6f many school children and young adults what- - .
LY T ever théir,backgrbuﬁd‘ In an article for'thé Méritimg_Méaical News in R
1900 Clara Olding amcnted the neglect of physicnl trn{n‘ng,'pnrtfc;
’ ) ularly for gtr1§ o o f"‘ : 'Ti S e
The present system of educat{hb may yivéf&o_the.world' L A -
large numbers of well.read men .and women, but it also sows =~ - - = .
© the seeds of consumpt{on hquer{a pLuiastheniaw,nnd '
tnganity} 1n ‘addition to qugh minor affltgttonq as oyc : .
striin_and nctvou° head]chcbﬂ Tt . o
. ."' . 3 P . B ‘
This was hardly the firsL or only complatqt about Lhe phyvirnl Cpndlﬁ:
-tjou oF studentS: Dn. T. Newel] ln an 1875 report to thc Rhod Islgnd
o s Wedival Society reprtn'ed in therﬂalifax-CLtizen mainfa!ped Qhat :
physical cultune as wel]Aas purp q1§ good ventt]ation _ahdfténéd‘
¥ school hours and a pcohibtg a?ainPt work outqide school shQulﬁ_be{'}
,;"_j rhe obiective of edvcattomal reformers " He nrgued thac R AT, S
'in the hast€ for rntellectual culture the physica] ls tooid"_.,'-; Lo
,much nfglected‘ rhe nervous syqtem 1s developnd ‘ta the & : ji
" ;omissibn of other porttons of the’ body, ‘thus giving rige . > IR
‘ ‘to a 1bng train, of’ Alls, qnd proHucing an unsymmetriéal and <. T T
’ 5 . .
R S y_distorted organiyatton 1n Bhe young, enttrely unfirted for : :
e e the stern: dutiés of life. : T
“_Jfl,- In the 1aqt quarter of ;he 19th century, Béntiméhts'stredéing
the Valu€ of physica] culture'for both Soys qnd girls wore vommonplace.
D . . L '. ) -<','.- . - - .{(’A
e 'In 1880 for example,;a young gtud@pc : g Mary MacGregor FLﬂd

Street qchool deploring the



'and teachers.tn tHls-art. Not only qhould schools have, a’ cq]istheniCOj_'”

lac&_ ‘of attention pajd to thc edU(nLLon o[ our bodieq. In 1t she

pratsed the capable hande of\Mr Jamed S. McKay, and s uggested that a

N

'person such as McKay could viqit cfty achoals tuetructtng both: students

maater but “the Brunqwtck @treet qéﬁﬁol needed 2 1arger playground- ‘At:

’rae time there were twn ,makl\yards, each used by two_hunﬂred fifty .

.puplls. There*were serious‘dahgefs, she cletmed;‘of older girls'being'

;-etrangled A% ékippjng ropes, and of younger-ginls_beimg trampled. -On’

'”tell the truth wp‘

&

'rajny days the studento etther,plaicd'in chevcoal celld} é-"thngh to

\aro not al]owed {n the cellar at 311 - or-ﬁad to'

[y

B 9it QUietly in the\%eats' for such a th{ng as pl ying in. the schoo1

1industrial tratning for phys1cal 1mprbvement

I

'greﬁrer claime of physical e(ercise

.

i room peyerdenters the‘headg-qf our "worthy’ teachers. She did npg want

te'fundervhlue mental.eulture but oqu'ﬁb'briﬁg_forward the'far

- ‘. PR . . ll ' - 4 .. - .
. N \ ‘ ’
2 Xn I887 the Supervi or of Halifax Cch Schools echoed

= Tx

nMacGregors‘concerns when he na11ed For deve10pment'of 1ndustrial

> “\

-Vftrntning for boy9 in school and clatmed that’thc Iack of much]ar;'

. » ; . *,‘ : S t
'Pducarion wou]d cquqe boye to lose the 1ove and habtt of work 'James"
. O Com : .

McKay of the Hall of Hea]th in Ma]ifax,~quest{one3 the value of

LT \ [ I PN

f

wever McKay pointed .

3y

\\

out that he had examined and measured carpentersh blacksmtths print-

U - ,;\f' . . STA L
o A 3
'_ers and other tradesmen and found them 1[[ well developed on rhe right
BN \ , .
side He fUrther que;ttoned how the 1arge numbers of boys (127)
K \‘ L . . W ) _\ \

:could be @aught etfectively and qtressed that in phystcal training all

\

\'w

o K .
' e '-‘.A

'”quptls could .be baught at once. _Heﬁalso wondered Lf girls yererto

R reretve enhanced development by learning needlework ~Fﬁrthermbr‘e,.".ﬁot.:j'

LA CY




. going tp'secure a -feacher oflcalesthenlcs. McKay emphnﬂ{zcd the need ‘-'

only ‘were AmeLtcnn schools and col]eges qtartinq courses of physimﬂ

cnlture but the ncarhy [adios Academy in’ Sﬂckvtllo New Brunswick, was
) ~u.’ : - '

for a b aﬁced‘or symmetricnl.educatiqn,'hoth phy Ical and 1nté1~

lectual. Fhlq balance could only bc achieved thréugh-the application

of.scientjfﬂc princ{pTes.to education.” An educatlon left to chance

would result {in ésymﬁetry.- Thé body was not a single organ which, If

'éxercised, would he.sure‘to gfow in™ the borrect'Fééhtén, McKay argued.

On the contrary. it was "an exceedingly wcémplicated- machine, ~the sym-
meﬁriqal development of "ywhich reduires discriminﬂt{ﬁg studlcd.mnnnpev

ment."” McKay supplemented hisg- argumpnt w{rh chnrts revea]ing rhn

v

édvanced-physical devglopment of a hoy who regulnrly attended a claas
. . . . - - .- 1. N

“at his own gymnasium in contrast. to another who rejoined after a four

4

."year .absence. ‘UHe condemnad the grqwjng'tfhnd of"milttar&.df(!l in

-~"publfc-énd private @phoois feeiing~that'tt was defjb{eqt fn the

v

deveiopment'of the qhesh and upper body, and only htémotcdﬁ“upfigh{ed;

,‘nCSSL"lg o . . Lo o co

-

Military dr[]l did gain acceptancL in oLher quarters though

Rl

An editorial in ‘the Maritime Medical News in DecemheT 19 -_onen]y

R —

"y - B . . Ry . N E Yoo

. K .
, Cen

advocated that physlcal tra*ning, especia]ly m111tany dri}f, should be "_ ..

Lompulsory in qchools J A Sponagle praised the mg/ph(gg of tho boysf

3

“of the Proteqtant Tndustrtal Schooi during the 63rd R{fle tournamenp

Q

-Ixalmost felt,that 1 wouldn t mind being a boy again ;and a had.one-at L

e . -
L]

l M . 1

_?Lhat 1f T could march as,well as they.. Sponaglé-suggeétedﬂchnq -

-

'equipment quch as dumbbells and mtniature rifle ranges would be heﬁe—

5';ficial po gchoqlg. Hp nored that the HcDonald Schoo] in Middleton waq~_j_f




‘cbncLuded but w1th0ut mtlttary drill the letqured young woman of
qoctety Faced worse._ dangerq. o f;:
>_)ment good posture, &nd the correctioﬂ of physical deficiencies. . Most'
_just as other sﬁorts deftned the manliness of the male.‘.Womanliness

‘ance, strength withOut aggrgssion charity, kiﬁdﬁedé, and a vulnerable ..

ad{erttslng for a Vice Principal with a cggpiffcate from a miiitary

'”dthchlﬂ A few moﬁthsllater,wf C. Outhit, a former vice principal of

the Kentville Acad&my, gomplained about

the Products of our modern echool room are rounded and
stooping shoulders, narvow and concave chests, shortened
and catchy breathtng, and a. general listless ﬁnd wobbly
galt... "a race [is growing up) of anaemic, figh-1ike girls
and vound shouldered, weak-kneed boys. -

Outhit outllned a miditagy'drill programme foq'VEry'ybung children that

~ cons {sted of P{nglng "ongq .. simple swinging motions, and marchingto

1

mugic.., By the ages of ten-and {{even scrétching motions' and squad

= drill would be started, followed at fourteen by'g?éining.wtth a dummf

2

- rifle, field work aﬁd attack:and‘defense posiﬁidné. it po%slble

CHdPt vnmps ar working wllh a rogimpnt for batra110n drtll mipht be

1ntrbduccd. Feeltng that girls were in nced of .the same moral‘ana
ﬁhysical tréiﬁtng as thelg bfotheps,' Outhic advocated that they have
) --!

:the same. program up to the age og ftfwéeh Not only-were ﬁhere'feu

(,- .

e -

- dangers Qf Amazon ‘tendencies developing amongst yOung girlg Outhit'

13 _ .
st B - K

Despi;efQuthip's suppoft foé:cd—educational'hilitaty drill, 'Qo: 'U-:ﬁi
men's athlétics befofe 1900 concentrated upon gaintng gracefp] move*'"

»

*’exercise ptograms for girlq were deQ1gned ro enhancp their woman]inesq

«
Cot

' ' / ! ’ : ) . - T t ’ . . ’ -
embodted 1dealq Quch as good hea]th moralvstrength,ﬁattractivgbappear— . .

oY - R




femininity.

“e

14

¢ .

- siderable ambivalence. On the one hand, fovolvement In sport scemed to '

detract: from one's femininity; on the other, athlet{cé» reduced exces-

N . o
0 . N o

sive lelsure time and kept-young women away from sexuul-temptﬁttod.
* ! h O . “ . . >

i
.

therefore patticplnrly attractive to middle .class Victorians. Bathing:.
"was ‘one such attivity,'providédlthat-women‘wore sudtably modest

costumes. Reformers.belidve& that cold wntef bathing rtdﬁced'sexuall

s . .
L . . .

Y

deaire, while sca-bathing cured menstrual cramps and contributed-to

9

_lag: were permivvable tn moderation but women were dadtibned'to “leave

»the fiela-sport' and rough outdcor pasttmes ts those whom théy are’

naturally tnxended men. ~15 e fe

. -

In order to. perpetuate standards oF Qppropriate feanintty,\‘

A

vmany‘schqols private qchools inxpnrticular had estab}ished vaylous

.

programs df‘célisthenics.and'exerciges, 'At the Halifax Presbyterian
. .4 - ot ) et R . ~
Ladtég-Cbilegéjin'Juher1888, a "most~dnteresting exhlhitlon of

: .
'

alosthenics or'”lightér athletics eiérgise"'charméd the audience.

¥

»” .

,hsaid the Acadiaﬁ‘Regordef,_but thefgierqiseé would ?gﬁvé the ‘brafn some’

. o A coe S _ I

e

~ -

. [ x e

thrown-back and arms gently swaylng, aé they démongttated.théir

N .

K physical vigor ‘to the. ?udieneéu.~ 7;' C T D

v . R .

» E - . N o

1What a tontrast to ‘the average . éffeminate' fagged out, 4
laced to death, crippled by htgh heeled shoes ‘young ladies .
.80 common now- a—days, with round - Bhoulders, NamLow . chesgt, '
. ‘tylgted spine, ‘back bent forward at from 5 to 20 degrecs,
.limping walk and general look——and no’ doubt fteling on*

angour t? not of pa{n..‘ R STl
PR ; D ) . Q - ; ~ o
L _' “- e RN . . . . o . . L
. . s ! '
TR o v, .
. . ‘ : B 82 CLoe ,
o : . . P . .
L ' 1 3
¥ DS ! 'y ' B .
3 . S . R -
TS b .
N . . L N
£ '["( y v N 1 N - % ‘. B v ' N

Refbrmers regarded more active participation witht a- con-— |

Those sports which maintalned femialatityiwhile bludgtng des!reﬂbére

. fertility In, the thure, Certain sports‘such.as lawn teunls and gkat—

Not onlx}would calisthentc n"qducété,-de&élop-aﬁdfsttedgthén the body,” .

sy

austainihg pOWerh The7g1rls had "bagk'straight,'sh0u1de%9 sduare‘an¢ -




PPN

'anuent; thesé‘étddcnté Having been taught by James McKay.

.use of Indfan Clubs,llighé wandé

'résponsibility of introduc[ng éxerc{se,to_the classroom. Tn

l.‘this system had been

'Holmstrom

- dexterity,

N

+

By cﬁis time there were annual caligthenic contests at the S@crgdsHeért

Similar

displays had.bcen'hpld,dt the Mount Saint Vincent Acadcmy‘aé ecarly as
. o : oo ) - A -

1880.
Some of these pfqgéams“geré bascd on Dr.;DLoclﬁsian'pewis's

v

“New Gymnastics,” flrsf testéd at the State Lunatic ﬂsylum bf'Uhiéa,

New York before 1ts tntroductton at the American Tnst{tute of Instruc~

:

tion dn Boqton in 1860.". Lewis‘had Boyght‘to 1mprove the muscle

,streﬁgth, agilitx pnd grace of hpvement of* both the sexes through the

,-wqbden rings and_two pound-dﬁmhbells.

Ta aﬂdjtion to ewercise he advocated ‘3 simple diet and dreqs,'aud'

condemned dancing, hor eback riding, and skating 16

Public echools were lower than - private schools to accept the

1894,

" : . . T ' . ! ‘ L N oL . s
~howevey, lectures were given to .Halifax teachers emphgéizinglthe,need

-

for-"systématized'relaxing movémentd'cO lnvlgordte the'hervous system,

exerctse the vital Clrcul tion and {mprove proper digestton and general

Ce

healchﬁ. Thts courqe demOQSCrated tHe. Iing system of hatmonious C

~ [

Neediqg_no special aphaiatpq

deVelopment of all pnrré nf the hody

1
N R

incrbduced-in Boéton_Scﬁools\in

w . ) — , P

1890 Miss'

yraduatp from Baron Nils Posse 8 gymnasium a9 a Kinese—

ty

demonstpated the exetcises.' flexiblé andw

v’

pathlst and gymnast She was

gcagefu] in, her movements,'and show[ed] 9trength in repose and economy~;
of nerv0uq energy

" N Vo

Another speaker praised what exerctse had done for"

German chtld:en - buildtng up vtgorouq and etastic bodieq, givtng .
oo, e . S -

<

'coupégg“anq self commaud,uimptqv{ng the morals

‘and giving ‘,‘}(




- schools 1f such a

‘ﬁpogses_éhdxiﬁd‘tq:nfbéueflt*the nextiéenehatibn; NThé one’ drawback to

L .this ﬂsyste‘m ‘ éf-_,nelaxat,.t

the claim of gracefulness ‘to

‘évery movement .and ‘pose." .. Thecde was great - - "

. . ¢

.praise 'EOr“tihc)talks. Both Principal l_(en‘nc’dy “and Sécretnrﬁy Wilson felt

“that’ iﬁ,s '{nt‘roduct.ton‘ would '-'reduc_e' the evils of'(')v"c-rpne:ssure in the

N

thi_ng'ex_(-sted,“ .Th'e.-néxt month the Haltfax Ladica e

4

‘College. offered a similar]sy‘stem of physical culture com‘b'f_nl.ng both A

i
5 .

Swedish and Delsarte Sysftems; . Tt':_ aitmed for the “development and
ot ¢ . : ) ) . . . i} .
elasticity of the' musclgs,”. “control of the nervous system” and "a

N3

v

graceful bearing or culture.” Apparatus was used.”simply as .a pleasing
. . . . i . . ) X . N . . .

variety‘" and was'not Meant to c¢ontribute "ma‘tertz}llybto the ¢énds In

ylew.” Simple freehand movements, rathér than showy. callsthenic drill,
. 0, ) ' : ’ .

: , [ - - [ - : R :
‘'were employed: slow .ongs quieted the ngrvous system, more forcihlo o '

p ! M

ones developed the 'muscles. Much of the.theory behind programs like
this iﬁﬁoiged 'thg_belief' that the nér'v,‘o'u_s system of - females needed

AN

é.peclia'.l exércise: tmitation of boys' eierctse.ﬁ'woulvd cause necrvous
strain and excitement .and -rest would. be needed-béfore’ studfes could he
.A\- » o | - ; ’ - >- * . v . ..’ o . ..

resumed. . More appropriate were breéathing exercises, relaxing exer- '

.
s

cIses, wvoice training, and-simple éxercises for "suppleness, finer

" _balance and spring.”, .These idens were based on the theory that there

- . .
\ . B . N wer

. was'.a 'reaction.“f_rom every action! that total rest was needed after

. .
» ¢

. total qctivi_lti"y." By t_ez'.u_:hing':lthesé ideas to Fe_m'.‘alels ~ by nature more . ..

1
1

excitable - anéwly'developed "ljémii'\tne..'.‘r.e"pos}e_‘wp_u"ld'.inf‘jl_,ue'nc'e thetr = .

A S
s -

on_was -thag "'l"hj;gl"nl,y\: bred- wovﬁeq with generations

a

Lt

of n.erv_ou‘s\ strain back of théem" would '_t*aké;i_]_::qngér‘t‘o lLéarn the relaxa-

o P [ S : T i3
“tion technlques



T

Y

_qewua] development of ydung teenage ptrls MoraL‘concernq escalated

=Much of the declihe in the phy$fca1.codd1tibp10f women tﬁat

turn of the centu:y reformers bemohneﬂ &as blamed upon Eheif disdain

for the rraditional method of femiqtne exercise - domestic 1abour
“Years ago the young leLes did part of the housework

they learned in additiod to the few ' ‘ologies” taught, at
the day: school college then, bakeology, gcrubology and
washology. Now~a-daz§ there 18 no such muscular exeércises’
for the mafdens, and/something must of necessity be sub— .
gtituted to, givg théfmusleO'a chance,. when the brain “has
so much to do. T ) : I

. fecovdingly,; 1f WOmeg/WOULd return to. thelir household duties the moval .

perilsfof_spbrt couLé bc.avoided.' ﬁoctots ‘for example, suggésted that

/

operating treadle sowing mach{nes would develop the same museles as
/ . B

'bicycling.,-Even/spme women,.such as Dr. Elizabedh_M{tchebl supported'

ghis»back‘?o heusework movement. - She addreééed a gathering of the .

National Council of Women of=Cdnade as Follows:
- She Lould swing o six pQund dumb- bell R
Shé “could fence and she could box, T
She could row upon the river,

“She could.clamor on the rocks, o
She could ‘do some heayy bowling,
© - And play'tennis 311 ‘day:long C 3*',f i Tl
But she couldn't h 21p her Tgther ) '__ ‘A."% - .

'

- As she wn%n 't. very strong .

Fhe beltef that certatn act{vittes wvere mora ily thre tening
. . .t &

. L .
contrudtcted earlier LontenLlona that sports-would delay Lhﬁ preeoelous

N

i wtth the'growing populartty of dancing and bicycling during the 1890s

3In_the words of one mtnister danctng meant hell - nothtng more -

ndphing less”, while'activitiqs snch_as skating rink"attendange, card

' playing andhtheager4goin§'wefe frbads_fo peﬁditionf'—tn:a éimiiar:_

"vein,’ Rev. Hrﬁ Géndief_wareed his parishloners at the Fort Massey '

v

Churchgthﬂt.tq'becomewaiCh}istian ohe must‘gtVQTUp frivolitieé such as.®

IS
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¥

writer of the Acadinn Recordery, complaﬁning thnt'WhI1e dnnéess§ﬁch‘uq

lancérs, -waltzes- and polkas were "lady like", "modest”, and “pleasant”,

)

%

;he'ﬂew_society dance, the "Militaire”, which réqulred'yohné ladics.to

ﬁigk was:fmosﬁ disgudting and vileﬁf Kick{ng was bost 10Ft 'to thésc;,

QHo~énj0y-belng mudérllttﬁg of." Lady June LOU“(CFCd that chc
- Militalre ‘was often danced in arlstocratic oircles, with the sdng most
populér for 1t "Dancing In the ﬁarn“, having been plaiéd.yeﬂrs ago at

the 0ld Halifax Tempérance Hall by neéro comediang. Sﬁspic(ons about

‘the morality of dancing conchued'into the new century.' In 1914 the

fDa]houqé Uqﬁveroity Senate(ﬁﬂectedto Uuzshortduncesluﬁd attho'

end of the Dramatic and Glee"Qlub practices. As “this was thc on\y:

¢
i

-§0ciai brganization_beéideé'the skattng‘club, such an‘edtct<had Lm—
médlatg repercussions.;.The club soon dendfed_toycast members only.

Tn November .of Rhe same year, ‘the Dalhousic Football team, visiting the

. , . . . o - S Lo
. University ‘of New Brunswick, found that:new dances had been hﬂpned_nnd‘

L~ - - :

that they weﬁe 1iﬁ1ted only Eb the walti'and the twﬁfstep during thelr

visit. Prudence qeemed the safgst way to nvoid promlscuity 20,

IL was btcyc]ing, hoquer,=that was attackei“most?often as a -
'thﬁéat;to.thp morals of the_&oﬁén andvgtfls who enthustiastically _

" pedalled. Thelbidxélé‘gave.aVnew'fqeedom ﬁo womgﬁ; Women Cbuld.feévé J‘

‘ ﬁhe héme 'traVe! nnntrended Jand to the trepidhfion of some, expérience

“

unexampl@ oppo?lgiiiy'for undtqturhcd thrting. ' The Womenw ReQCue

Ieagne of Wash{ngton denonn(ed tho bicycle As a veh(cle that ruine¢

ﬁlives and promotpd immbralityL -The'Acadian_Recorder's Lady Jdne”
o o oo ' o e .

‘dgfendgd the bilcycle, hoGeVéE; In her mtnd’théfgafné 1h“physicél and

1

“85 Sl . e

'dahcing and théatre. In 189! a parent wrbte Lady J?ng','the socLety‘

S



avans

1nsnnity, owtng to the long contgpued pressure on the spine © -Doctors

valso cautloned chat in future there was not on]y a danger of wheel.

" ot

‘_méntal‘development {ncluding a "new strength of charactef overrode
other‘objectiveé. “Lady Jane” felt that the 1mmotality belbnged to the

"Rescue League,'and'that the League'needed chaperones pvén“more than

“the young"womeﬁ'whém they gratuitously and plously tnsult."Z!

. B L ' ’ L.
‘An even greatevr feav was' that the bicycle caused pressure on and

excitement of the séxﬁal'organs of women.  Many félt, as thc editor. of

the Dominion Medical.Mdnthiy, that Bike_ridinp produced a di finrp

" orgasm, ‘othercs that 1t encouvraged masturbation,.or could be used to

'

" Joduce ﬁ(scarqtaggs. "At- the same time it could cauge.the'ﬁrains'to )
" vibrdte and later require the use‘of forcéps,in childbirth._z2 As the ’

r‘bicycle manla spread, however, these dire warnings werq tempered some-

n

'what.f Reformers gradually C§me to arvgue - that with care, moderation,

.ﬁnd,apbyopr{ate_gu{dellneé; bicyclihg could be "a proper recreation.

Women were thus cdut@bhed to

.avold atl dnneQERSﬁqy motions, particularly wifh the
kneeg; learn to pedal as much as pOsBible from -the ankle.
MHave your'machine well adjusted to youst,.Sit up straight
.move your -handle bars sufficfently hi h to allow you, to
"take a firm hold with forearms stratght and” the elbow on*
-a line with your : Waist. . C
ﬁhere'wete other dangers;‘of coursé; besides orgasm and gexual exclte—

ment. Fo]lowing the dtqcovery that a woman had apparcntly gone tn31no

'froﬁ bicycle rtdtng; and also had her spine afflicted ,the Acadian

K

chorderﬂnbted‘chat tt appeare to be generally agreed that over~'

iﬁdﬁlgenée in hiéycling wtlljinduce one,of the mos t malignant forms of.

o .

1 ¢ ‘
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Imagine!” Many doctors felt that women -should take part only in sports’
. - N - B - - v . i

" where theﬁ could wear some form of elastic support.Z) DY ' T

“of biq&cling clubs, such asjtﬁe‘Ramblefs‘and‘iﬁe wﬁndereys Amateur

.

- T

LLnsahlﬁy but "bicycle hump”, ‘face”, “"foot”, add "avrw”. . Thelr 3o lu-
tion, as the bilgycling craze spread, was modernﬁion‘nnd a prober
seat.z" o ) T

\

Kiéyqling also influenced the dress'}efbtm movement. -While

bloomers do not seem to have hgen’ﬁgghlonabLe in Nova .Scdtfa, there
: ' : ' B ' o T

were patterns and.desértptions of the new dly{ded sk]%L:”}\éorL}ﬂ

mongrel something [grown] getweeg the’ divided skirt and full Turkigh ,

.

trousers,... The name ts .merely a'ioncossion‘to les convenances.”:

—

[
v

Soclety writer "Lady Jane” felt that fonce.baltance and competence were
NS : N P . . . . ] . .
i - ;o2

achieved "a skirt almost as 1ong'ns i ordinary walking one could be

worn.” - The corset,” condepned and prallsed by, doctors and women” alike,

was also'thréa;ened by the popuyariﬁyﬁbﬁ bicycles. “The Lord forbid,

said "Lady.Jane". , "Stout females are bad enough, but sans corsect!
. . . ~ . . o e T .

* o

v .
-

. #
~ . -

P

‘Both high society and working class women eagerly‘accepted

'}bicycling{..While costs wﬁre_high, insthllmenf.ylanq and a ﬁréwfng

‘mafket'for sgcond‘hand bikes madd the -sport accedsible to,nlf-buép!e.

N

The Halifax Coﬁpgnyh¢“the oldest bicycle dontern in the clty,” ‘the -

_Forbes Manufactdr{ng Conipany,‘Cralg Brofhers, a number of jcwellers and

w0 [}

"other stores all handled sales of various makes of bicycles. - Formatfon

+ - . s

Athleﬁip Blcycle Club ace evidénce‘ofﬁits‘popu]arlty. fﬂicxﬁ1}ng
. . v : . - : - R e TN

N

parﬁles and picoicsyaboundéd,'and even group trtps'té churéhﬁwere
e .- : ' : S o ’
popular.. This last novelty was questioned by Rev. A, Hockfn pf the

o

/ oo e

v - . . . N
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- . Brunswick Street Methodist Church. He feTt that such an acttvh

free.

' eet Metho | ‘g‘ity 16ft

-

“room for the evtl ohe tozbe IEC.in."?é ’ .ﬂ_‘ Col

The b{cycle afFected soc[ety in oLhcr ways Rev., Ralph Wilqon

\ Y
ehapigln of HMS Crescent, 9ugge9ted hirycl{ste work to improve rhe poor

"quqllty’offthé-Halifax~area roads, . which riding had at’ 1east partiallyl

0y

cauged. fhere were hazards of the physfﬁal,type as Qell, Accidents

were'commonplace.- Brakeﬁ wcre not, qtandard equipment until 1897 and’

\.

Few hikeg were oquipped with 1ights. In 1899 Hallfax Police Complained

-aboyt .young 1adtcs~1aughing at them when they inquired about the

anenco of 1Qgterns on their hikes, and, because the police Lould not

“catel hold of’ them” to 38certain,name§,‘tﬁe young ladies usually ‘went

27

L)

As female,blcyclists became commonplace, Bports reformers and -

tv

maternal femianlstg began to revise ﬁheif opinion on femalé physicality.

“The early Victortad~notion'cﬁat-épefts and ﬁh&éical éctt;ity promoted.
good health gave. way to thp he]ief rhar bportq were benpf1cial only if

* they protected and enhanced a- woman 1 mora] and matcrnal senq{btlfttes.

no o oalb
P

LImmoderntion in any sport not_bnly btcycltng,rtould threaten society's

(.

mokalh; In 1885 for example, rhe Haltfax preqs prtnted a concerued

dtqcourse by Rev.'r DeWitt Ta]mage ‘om, the effects of roller skating

He spressed-phat restrietibnewgheuld be imposed ;o keep the*spopﬁ .

¢

,healthfdlfehdfﬁorel‘ 1ng1eding.ah endeto'”themvulgarg\gvor imhodeéty‘ef.

young’ ‘women gotng along the streets of theSe cltles unﬂttended A]Ong .

FE S

‘with: chaperones he advocated quick juqtice to‘the “well: dres%ed

§
o

'.dovils who haunt qkating rtnks and sometlmes stand -at chﬁtch-doogs{ﬁ

- " . S
ralmage also recommended an end to competitton, gambling éhd\fcrazés"

+ . . . . o .
L e L T .. . . <
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- virtue, athlatics in general brought a new respectabillty to the human

'Iphotographtc represehtations ’not {mmora] and not contrary to 1\w

gambling and “crazes” in sport. Ball playing, he noted, while a

[ -

healghful.activity, had robbed mény of both thelir: purse Aand thelr
28 ‘ ‘

morals. . : ) \ S ' s

If blcyclthg ralsed questions about pfnynllimg'stnnlnqu of

N\

»

body. Athletes:dﬁten'ﬁoséd in classical posftions and promoters of -
.. .. X : - L . r .

perfect@on suggested that the body .could be molded to a state of cle-

gance slmilar to that of Greek statues. Classes weru;thnght in whifch’

students posed wearing Creclan robes, while photog:nphic_reprenonﬂa~

\

tions of athletes in nude or semji-nude poscs revealed that the physlcal

body could be improved without thréatening morals. . OF course, many

¢ v

teformeérs did not,épareciatp such "Bemoralizing"nnd harmful” por-

-
’

'trayélsi n Noyembé} 1897, Mrs. Archibald, Mra. MOhtgomerj Moore, "Mra.

¢

MacKintosh, Mrs. Glendenning and othér\ladlcs representing varfous

\

Halifax societies complainedﬂabout verisgope pictures of<che‘Corbett-

,1ttrstmmonb Etght in. CﬂrSOn City They. wiﬁiq@ che semi—nddc poster of

'che men‘tn fightinv costume, then displayed {hfoughout Hﬁ[{(ax;

.

rémoved. . While RecorderﬂManoy‘felt’ﬁﬁht the posters were tasteleas,

he was of the opinioh'that the exhibition'of ptcture§ invoﬁvcd fmoreﬁj

) 29

' The cldssi cal. modol of rhe human hody al ) Shapnd notiona oP
physical fitn ées Che uuggcsrcd proper proportionp for a w%man were

based on the Goddess VLﬁus._ A 'woman of five.Fect “Five lncheq cquld

s

_'weigh 138 pound ,-nnd'wltﬁ a good'form could Qarry ten ponnds more.

’

iOter appropr{ate measuremgnts wcrc a Lwenty four 1nch ‘walst, a thlrty*

t

"



_f%ur'inch bhst,.siﬁiﬁnch wrists, elight Inch ankles, twenty—flve Lneh

3
N t

r

thighs and fourteen and a half I(nch cnlvcs.zq :
Y RO . _ A Cn
Those who achlieved such perfect forms werve Inclined Lo want to

display them. Popular skating carnfvals were fdeal fot dlsplaylng. both
X . . . ! N . - A .

-costume and {{gure. Bpt there were dangers In such dtaplays.  "There
does not live the girl who will spoll the lightuess and dellcacy .of her

- flgure by putf(ng on sufficlently thick unqerclothing," §d§d Lndy Jane.

. . - - R 2
Despite- thteats of Jlung and chest troubles”™ womea ‘persisted in thelr
dress. : , ) . C . '

T honestly confess 1 nearly froze, but pride {(for L looked’

very olce in my sflk and sgatlns) sealed my tongue, and as

each shiver crept through me T gskated harder and harder,

but the;cold came all the same ' ’

¢

. - o .. ” . .'
Paper, worn hcross the shoulders and chest helped to prevent cold from

. i S - . .
penetrating the fnappropriate costumes, but women often refused to

resort to such unflatteviang apparel.

Skating had been a popular pastime for'somo ttme, flrat on the

\ .

fcy ponds and Takes, and-later in enclosed ruaks. Ltke many other

SthEs skat ing nttracLéd'wohen-boph as parr[cfpnnﬂs and spectators.” In
2 . N ' !

-eérly'January'of 1875 the Windsor Rink not only contained a Ladles'

Cloak room, but was heated by stove and lighﬁvd by gas. Tn New Claégow

A

the Brass Band played once a week at-the.rink fn 1879. 1t was hoped

that carbolic ghs.llghts would ‘shortly enable evening use. Congldered

g

“one of ‘the healthlest and most »enjoyable recreatlong during the winter

months,” skating was so popular.in Hallfax t“_tPQSQ carly years-that

the Rink could barely hold the number of subsc%fﬁ&rs. The Halifax
Citizen Suggésééd that, as {in previous yedrs, the Public Gardens pond
. ) N

9 1



N Tt "L . : B ’ : o
Cardeng pond be cleared and (looded. Paipers and prisonecrs, lt-was
. . 3 -

suggested, could be called upon.to do th{s'work.ll

Much of Ehe_popdlafity of skating'nnd other sports came from

—diﬁpiayq of talent hy local.and visiting athletes. Mabel Davison gave

v . . h
Haltfax an exhiblitlon of her fancy skatlng-skills {a 1896, ln.ISQ?\her

gister Tammy and brother Payson

<
b

hrother,lﬂnrléy Davison, the cflebrated b!cyc]fst and qﬁeed skater, had

already set a world's bicycle record on an carlier visit to Hallfax.
Tt wps noted that’ both yo '

»

skates. The '"Mabel Daviscon' skate was manufactured hy.Starr Manu-

!

!ﬁcLuring Company of‘Daerouth.gZ ' .

Skatlng clubg were extremely popular. The Dalhousie Gazette

. clatmed that thefr club provided "healthy exéredse-for the body and
. pleasant crelaxation for the wind,”- and a chance to form “acquaintances
and friendships.” The social {mportance of various sports, not ouly

. x

skaLlhg, should .not be overlooked. Refofmers hoped that women's

tnvolvement in sports would have a refining {afluence on men, would
. . . . - \

ease thd competitive splrit, and In general add decovum to games..

. i

Ladles d1d dot always view sports tn-that_way-however. A Miss/Tremaine

B - !
. A ) N
admitred that football was a "horvid brutal game, fit for mothing but -

- Savages,” but confessed that "to watch Lt is perfectly fascinating."
i )
4 . :

Like men, women sypported thetr team enchusiast{chlly, and were. berated

whén‘thcy'ﬁid not. * Citing lack of “enthustasm” acd “organization” for

s

‘Dalhousie University's Wdecfslve_defeats"'tn football, for example, the’

Dalhousie Gazette urged:

‘monstrated their.finesse. Anothér.

ng#ladies used skates similar to hockey

¥
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Dalhousians' men and women! lh)@ith the old ttlag.- ank‘
{t 'to the mast aad let us loyally and generously turn out
and cheer our lads to VYlctoty on every fiecld. '

s

v ) % . .
But the female spectatdrs' motlves were always undec accutiny. The

-Cazette hoped, for exawmple, that it was "love of th‘ﬂpdrt“'khlch drew

the ladles to rugby games “rather than n desiré.tq'dl§p1nx thelr charms

L33

to the thousandsnwho_throngod the ropes at the games.

-The number.and type .of sports 4n -which women took part

v
-

tncreased at the turn of the cemtury: Women partfcipated in varfous

)
#

. . > ° * . A . .
- dindividual sports such as golfl, bowllag, tennls, rowlag, Lrack angd

fleld, swimming and diﬁ{ng, and did so with an enthusiasm which would

. >

" "have crecatéd severe anxieties among the.previhons gcneratlon of sports

bromotefs. For lgstance, while women were at flrst only spectators on
) ] N _ X ’ . L \ .
the golf links, by the turn of the century they were well estabhished

- 1n the éport. 'Most'clubs-had']ady members.  The Halifax Club which wag

forined 1 1896 by Reverend Dyson Hague, Rev. Thos. Fowler, Licutenant

C. Smith and five others, had only four lady members Ln 18965 ﬁy 1901
hY * . . . .

,therc.were 115 In 1899 "Collins Flelds” was establlished. llere there

weve olne holes, varying from 200 to53§O yards. Only four ladies
played up to'1898; there was then-a dramatic inerease to slxty~threeiby

1901. Other popular sporis for ladies were bowling, curltdg, and

vowing. Tn 1902 over a dozen boat's were enteredin a ladies dliaghy
' . X . 1 . s N N f

“race; there was mixed doubles rdwiﬁg~§urjngfbargmough Natal Day ‘cele-

. T

braﬁiqns; and a rifle club was started for Ladies hy military men’

3

«"Tennls was even more ‘fashionable; ladies were-”quite}mad"‘npont tennig.
. o : T T . 4" \ !

Walking contest , races,’ swimming and field hocke?ywﬁrb'nléb popular. -

At-a.swim confest at the Waegwoltic Club {n 1910, girls and yomon'ﬂ




ca iy

raccs covered the same dlstances as those for men and boys. Diviog.

S

contests ware held for borh sexes. 1In all of®these cases women re-

vealéd'n'ncw‘willingness to engage Ln cowmpetitive sportinh nct(v{ty‘and>

demanded nothing - 1{n the way of special treatment from thelr male
4 -
. counterpnrts.a* : ’

The dcchOpmcnt'oF:Cgam_Sports gained -mowmentum after the turn

of vthe century. The.growing influence of the United ‘States, fmprove-

ey -

ments {n transportation, greater lelsure time, lncreased population,

urbantization, and.lucreased Lntev—ceglonal rivalry contributed ‘to this

form of sport participation, as dld theAgrowing involvement of univer—

stties (n sporttng'activil&-~ As the century dovelopod universities

reallzed the physicql, mental and moral benefits that were gained from

fnvesting in «porL{nF fﬁcilities Saght Mury's College in Halifax

\
gclaimed that

The .need of good healthful sport for the students is
recognized by all persons of sane judgement, and the
efforts of the authorfttes will always be to make rhlq
sport “mecans Loward yood work and not an ond of collego
1{fe.” S
Srudento of . aint Mary s afreed with rhe Ana!ysis. In a dis-

b

cuggion: of whether there was too much.attention given to sports 1t was

concluded that 1f the fd%tleé of life” were affected then sports were
not serving thelr purpose. ‘1Theﬁphysiéal"¢igor" and "rest of brain
‘ﬁopld_servevto "make us nccdmpl{sh much better nhe thfeEént dutieq

which 11fe.sets befo}égus.L. Dathousie s tud s, ‘a few years later,

. . N .
s

Cwere less philosophical. They complained abdut the lack of terinis

courts at the universityf tennis was, -they believgd a "healthy outdoor

sport admtxably adnpted to atll clasoes of studenré ‘Asking for é;
k 94 ’ )
. ’ . ° ).\', . 3
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, .

gymuasivm at the same tlme, the edfitor of the Gszetiﬂrjmpliod that such. @

a deftcleﬁcy had created -problems In the past.

.

‘May not the lack of 1t be regponsible to a large degree,
for the terrible riots (?) downtown? .Men cramped for
hours in c]assroomsznﬁ{&onrdihg houges, must have some
exercise " and relavfation.3 . ' o

If male sports still embraced fdeas that promoted strong

healthy minds and bodies, the sawe could not be sald of female athletic

B

activity. TIncpreasingly concerned about destructive Impgltcations of

\ ' e

‘sporq-on»fema!e morals and concerned that appropriate distinct Lons

between the g¢lasses were becoming blurred, veformers began to revise

thelr opinions-about the valie of female recreattlon. One reason (or

this was the -bicycle craze which reached lts zenith around 1896.

Bicycling could no-longer be regarded as simply a fad of the cllite.

" The sport transcended class boundaries and challenged conventional

attitudes about class and sexuality. Another source of concern was the

growling emphasis on team sports with thelr extreme .competitive char~

»
' . . M ¢

acter and the tendency towards professlonallzatlon. Sports veformers

. perceived biecycling and the developling team sports as a threat to thelr

vislon of womanhood and subsequently to soclety Jdtself. They attempted

v

‘to maintain strict, dlvislons ‘along gender lines in physical activity.

Buf 1f women avoided some of the pltfalls of male domlnatad sports,

N N 1
'

e

women reformers created .conditions that in the tong run devalued

“

women's spork. - ) . £

"~ After. 1900 sport reformérs stressed more and more the ‘maternal

beneflts of women's athlettcs. Sports would “fmprove a woman's repro-

«

~ductive ofgans thus strengthening the supet}or stock and numbersg of

'real' Canadians, which reformers saw threatened by the swelling

“
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numbers of j,.mangrall.tsj' to Canada from central and engtaérn Europe. By

the Flest World War women's prbereative ability became almost the sole

concern of phyqtcal educ roxq. Girls noodod to dove]op those tralts

which WOuld attrnct\worthy fﬁthers_and engure healthy, offspring. Tn
the dordé of,dqe tquttgfy“centﬁry commentntor:j{f
“Tntense forms of physlcal and psychic conflicts, of
which athletics provide the best example in modern 1lfe
) and of which Olymplc games provide. the eereme type, tend
-~ to destroy girl's phys S%al and pqychlq chaxm and adapt-
.abtlity Ffor motherhood.

Reformers stressed similar maternal femtufst idea¥ as taam‘spérts for

4 - - L . :
women expanded after-the turn of the century. White reformers tried to

mebse a sp chlC kind .of. qportsmanshtp updn wowmen's games, the-

R nth]elaq quttc oftgn p}aygd with so-called.. Wsru]iuo.“aggxcssion.,“By

1910 therve were a numher of highly competitive hockey teams In exist-
o oo : . S C .
v - . . M . -
ence throughout Nova Scotia.  In ome playoff game hetwecen the Kanenttes

of Hali{fax and the Dartmouth Tuperlals, Mr. Weaver, the refecee, was

~ .

threateuned wttH upraised sticks when he allowed a questionable goal.

Rather than the genteel behavior and falr play adyocatedthyvsport

reformars:

N

the ladies showed a knowledgé of the game, comblned with a

_ proficlency which stamped them as excellent players.

- .. There were a few of them who indulged in tripping; there

' were a couple who were Inclined to "mix -1t up”.while most

were Sgndy to uésert thelr rights-whep thq_oc@ésion
nrosc : -

"Women's chpetittveﬁess, however, washoftgn limited simply because of

’

traditfonal attitudes towards their sex. When In l?Zl,fof'examplek

the New Clnsgow_ﬁeam, Maritime champlons of. the previous ‘year, tourel

the province, their new costumes received aé much notice as their

96
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j playlag.  Eight hundred spectators saw®for the flrsesttme thetr red

“new ru]esQiadépﬁing the game speciftcatly for women. Attempts were

“losers. ,qumﬁlities such asg EHLS,.@C was héped, would quell any’

roques, white sweatecs, and.blogmers, and 1o partlcular the large

.numbers sewn to thelr jerseys.  Several cven wore kneepads, A ahort

i
- s

time latér the Newlclaﬂgow.club'p]ayhd 2 gamn agalnst, Glace Bay under

B

prqtest. Miss A. L. MacDonald refused to wear. bloomers. The skirt she *

did wear was "not exceptlonally long” and “reminded most of the fans of

thosd Parls creatlions we read about in this part of the world hat

seldom ever scen.” Dress, demecanor, and moral! womanhood, 1t scems, had
o t R - . . .
‘ . ) : } iy o
become move lwmportant than athletlc nhlltty.}) . T

»

Basketball provides & prime example of how women's sporls were

modified over time. TIn 1891, James Naismlth, P Canadian, "tnvented the

game of basketball at the YMCA Trainiug $chool . in Springfleid, -

Massachisetts. Natasmith, an instructor, introduced the game to a group

of "unruly” men, who were learning how to organize a YMCA. | Three of

these men weve Nova Scotiang, and they brought the sport.home. Seuda

"Berenson of Swmith College 'Introduced the gmame.to glrls. Roughness was

.
s

a problem at first. During thg'first Smith College vame nhc:of the

girls suffered a dislocation of -the shoulder. Berenson then Introduoced

N .
o

‘made to eliminate r0ughnes§:”hnd quell the develohment of -specific star

players. In lQQ?uwithtsevepalflad@es' teams playiog {n the Halifax

‘area, proper ladylike behaviour wasﬁexpécted.-fonly’]hqlos were pér—

H .
; H

mitred to watch and after the game 'the winning team served {tea to the

lingéring cbmpetttive spirits. . ‘ "

'
B N -

E————



-elements of male sportg. There was a growing helief that wowen's

athletes alike that excessively competitive dntercollegiate women's

problems” associated with male sports.

. about "appropriate staundards of female behaviour. T1f female athletes

. As male sports dec]ined_dur{ng qheldar.years, girls' teams kept
up spectator interest In athletics. The Spald[ng Ladies Basketball
League congisted of six teams playing in the’Lad{es College gyandsium.

Record crowds,‘!ncluding many gservicemen, came to watch. Despite this

.

howéver, women's Basketball had less spectator appeal

wartime Interest,

than men's. Much of this was caused by rules that emphasized. team
play, decreased competition, and tried to avoid some of the baser

- s
.

‘sports ghould ecmbody such maxims'as “sports for sports sake”, "a game

. 15 . ) } .
for cvery girl and every gi{l in a’'game”,” "participatlion not. competil-~

tion®, "play fof play's sake", and “the good of those who play”™. "By

the 1920s” there was gerneral agreement  among.women reformers!and

o

) B ) . . o . ) . _
sports was an "evil practise”. Women had wanted to control female N

B

gportsg, and- to do so they tried to avoid competitiveness and other

40 . o ‘ .
' The physical education reformers of the 1860s and 1870s. would not

have recognized the modified Female sports of the 1920s. Thelr .

“original atms had bheen to lostill good movral values, improve héealth, .

and establish a balance betwecen mental and physical training. But as

mild physiéal_exerctse'gave way o more aggressive and competitive

0 .

'sportfng nc?{vity? maternal feminists were prompted to ralfe Juestions

w

. ' . . N . ’ . : s .
‘disregarded the warning of these reformers about the destructive copse—

.
.

quences pof cxccsstbe-competiiipn and unvruly play = thus injecting thelr

own fdentities and attitudes Ilnto games ~ the influence of sport

98
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rqformérs, both wmale aﬁd female alike, helpcd'shapﬁ ﬂtt[tﬂd&ﬂ townrds

women and influenced thelr activitles In the sporting sbherp. As
P @ o = . .

reformers {dealized team spirit and the goal. of mothérhood. for atl
- * women, womon‘s'sports gradually logt thedir QompeﬁlrtVUGGSR; The

slower, less spectator-orlented matches ‘allowed Lssues of dress,
~, . .

demeanor, and sexuallity to-take precedence ‘over Bport ltgelf.

a
o

Maternal fewminists, 1ncluding sports cducators 1lke  Senda

B

Berensteln and Elizabeth Burchand, concentrated on tmproving and pro-

. tecting maternal Lnterests egpecially after the rise of both fdmaln'

team sports and female bicyclists.: These feminlsts and reformers

promoted the moral-superldrlty of femalencss over the aggreisive. and
R - { - . '
competitive nature of wale sports. In turn, women lost the apportunity

“to have ‘thelr owa athletic abilities recognized. The {mportance and

slgnificance of women's sports thus fell tnto the- shadow of aggressive,

‘competitive, and professionalized male athletics which, thoigh dominant
yi A N . . : . - .

in our own time, have become degraﬂed-in thelr own way.A‘
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CHAPTER 4 .

. LNV
- "Materislism - Sexuality and Victorfian Reformers:
Prom Critics of ¥ashlov to Fashlon Plates”

-

TE many Nova Scottan women. idealized ‘their late 19th century

) . ' . ) y L
role, stressing thelr duties as wife, mother and gister, many others

lived a reallty far from that {deal. While 1t is true that many womea

lived out thelr lives with ‘the goal of aéhieving the.repoge. and purity
of 1ife that "true womanhood™ promised, tt 14 also. Lrue that many women

“openly questioned the nature of marriage, cpncernndithomgolbes about

matters of sexuality, and - with the Industrializarion of the Maritime
3

consumers In an advancing capltalist order. By the ¢lose of the

century, however, female middle class refdﬁm_?enders belleved that the

%

soclial stricture was endangered by the widening gap between the clas-

éesijby immigration, and by a decl&ning raspect for the. exiacting social
| . O : _

order. . In ordec to overcome theseﬁbrbb]ems, turan of 'the century {ém-

lnists now priomoted notions of women's unfversal purity and moral

. I

“superiority. Th_elévatihg womeh'to this exalted pedestal, however,

they uLtimatelyvrestrlcte%‘her to the world of motherhood aond fashlon-

*
1

ability. * .
R o _ X, . o
Initially,'ﬁowévdr, women attacked marrtage and wifehood with a

surprising régﬁlarity. On‘Decembér'ﬁ, iST@,,Eor example, thé'Acadigﬂ'

.

“Bf;brder pu5}1Shédfa Tetner'Fnom'Mattie.Scpickland of Mléhigan

annmuhciﬁg a ¢ivil and coﬁqual'union between hérself and Leo Mtller.

. . . . ' : ¢ A\
Denounged by her parents as “our poor, deluded, mtggJided'and fngane

» N
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reglon 4'inqulred critically into the role of women as fishiunublq.
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0

~daughter,” Strickland denounced the concept 6f mafriage“b?iigving it to

A . ¥ S . c. . ) . ’
_be “founded upon the principle of master.and slave.” She referred to

the “ghastly spectres of burled hoﬁes and lobt ambitions" of bright

young girls who after ﬁarriage “drag thelr weary bodies just this sideé

of the grave, ‘dally praying to die.” Strickland knew only hev oww

small téwn, but she knew that the evils of marriage -existed elsewhere.
Deny this not; I know 1t and so do you all. The excessive
demands of husbands ... the constant ' blighting fear of
maternlty = when that should be the golden hope of woman-—
hood — the soul-destroying subjection of oné individual to
another, the Indifference and disgust that spring from
enforced familiarity are sapping the strength of body,
mind ~and soul of rhe women.

“1f Strickland's pronouncements shocked many Nova Scotians, there.

wera many others who would have "agreed, iF not with the solution, then

_at lteast with the problem.’ In Noéva Scotila, as elsewhere, women In the .

Tast third of the nineteenth century were openly qiestioning the desir-

abllity of warrviage and commenting upon young people's seemling aversion

pouthac'lnstttutlon. Onc month before publishing Strickland's letter, ..

for . example, _the ‘Acadlan Recorder published an editorial notling that

young men “seem reluctant ‘to change. thelr state of single blessedness
to . one of wedded happiness, and the young women perforce remain unmay-
ried, whatever thelr secret inclinations may be.” "The usual Tteason

.

given for this state of affairé_wés”that yoUng,mehqcould.not hroperly

éupportla wife. }he Acédiéﬁ Reoordér.héd tt3 own ekﬁianﬁéion. .Oldér
values 3ucﬁvas.prudence and éo%ﬁon sense had'b@?n lbsc,'andrbofh'men
and women ﬁowifeltkdeprtvpd:when réétric;éd by‘th04eQAAOmics of
manag ing a ﬁousehdidl ﬁxtfavageng individualisﬁ,.thc ayticle con~= .

‘

tinued, not only injured the national prosperity but -cansed these men

¢
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“"who consume(d} their énttﬂq~[ncoméf%nul"young women who flaunt{ed] i

»

fineryﬂand_lnﬂulge[d] ln[f%ivoliflcs" to ‘bacame “not -particulariy

' . - 4

marketable.commodities themselves.”! =~ ) o

X o .
’ ) ) R . . o

The "marriage question” as the.newspaper termed (t caused greate

' ‘

Twodcern among Victorlan Nova Scioriansg. Parents, newtiweds, and the
D S A S : :

. “

betrothed -all woryried about_tﬁe'stahl](ty oF_marE[agu Leself. A dlg?

coucgse vreprintediin the Acadian ggcordéf by Rev. Mr. Talmage, a
- - ) . ~ . . . .. ‘ .. .
popular, albelt -eccentric ﬁreapﬁor at the Brooklyn (New VYorlk)

Tabernhc]é,ﬂf6r Qxémpie, trled.to'alfay‘chgsb_foanQ rbnnﬂnryhg\blnnd;n

that they éouldgmarry brunbcées "with:perfeqé §aféty;.£hd-6bt{ng Lt

"a mgiﬂen with a~neg€6usjfempermen;‘neod nofionger hos;td(v about F§;F>
: . B = - . el 4 N

" lessly best&ding‘ﬁersé!f upon a bh}egﬁaﬁig &oung-mnnfﬂ, Télmﬂge

.

~stressed the need for ‘compromise and mutual cdonsultation 1n mavriage, .

3
El , ’

fadtcating the church's growing recogunltion of the pertlous shape of
‘ E . ‘ v N :
the marriage institutlion. . Just who was. respoansible for enﬁuklng rhe

_success of marriage, of course, was a question of grealt debate.  Women, .

y
.

: . ‘ T o . S
guardians. of purity and the home, were often. blamed for the declining

[%
B

interest in marriage, And there-was some:truth to the charge. Many .

N N .

women scorned soclety's prescribed modes of hehavior in matters of

sexuality, questloning the tlme-honored virtues of feminine obedlence

.

and self sncniflcé.z

- N - &

N

o _ P - i \
In Nevember of 1883, a series of missions gpoansored by the Church

of Edgland; in Hallfax centred on sexuallﬁy and.tﬁe mirriage hond.’

Given the sensitivity of the lssue, separate services were held for men

and woﬁeh.~ On Novemhéf 18, 1883‘an all'maleqchQd packed the Acadumy

and listened to Rev. Mr. Osborne and.Rev. Mr.‘Mapurin, while women.

. ) . . N . . N oy
to7 - S

. i . ) . . . .

"



“ from the sc

atrended the Bishop's Chapel where Rev. Mr. Cogswel.t delivered his

aJdrcssti}Rev. Mr. Oébdrne‘spoke of male }uét and.the imﬁortnnée of

s

religion. ag an antidote to sin. Osborne clalmed that .man was created -

Th the tmage of God; everj'féifure of mankInd was thus a desecretdion of-

~

the image of God. He refbrredlln particular to the removal of religion

. . . B -

hools,” a local case’of abortion - “you may'call.ﬁt what you

wijl, but it [s the taking away of life desggqpﬂly and there 18 no name
c . N L - - ! \

for 1t but murder” — and the nced for self control and.the restraint of

pagsion. Rev, Mr. Maturin continued this theme and spoke on the unman-—

f

ly and unchristian bha;écter of seduction. “Thls evil - the -enticing
from the paths of innocence — to say the least of 1t was unmanly,-to

say the helght ofh{t; vwas unchristfan. What would you do,” asked

LS

Maturin, "tf she was youdr sister or your daughter?”

At the Bighop's Chapel, however, women were given a,d{fferent

gulde to behavibr. Wherk the missioners had told men to guard agatast

<

thetrfﬁqle passlons and. lust, R@v.hMrz'COgswéll spoke bn the ‘duties of

4

women. Disinterestedness In scelf, solicitude for husbands, and cheers "

fulness, he_argued, wonld']ﬁprove phé home lt%e.  On Novembc} 20, 1883

Rev.: Mr. Osbourne lectured.to women about ‘the marital relatioy. Tven

1

though the pastar left the church after playing aa opening hymn, one

man, "probablylonb of thé survivors of the battle of Ttafalgarh reso—’

lutely sat through the proceedings. Qsborne spoke on-the attitudes of

i

women to their husbénds and to warviage. He dllustrated many evils

’ yhich_m}ghh regult from .thelr too frivolous behavior éﬁd“3uggested that |
young wives should dress and COhduct,themselﬁes more demurely than

their unmarcied peers. _They}shbuld nevertheless ma{ntain,the cheerful-

' N R
. L . -

- 08,



‘ analysis,.based on sext

S

"negs and neatness that they showed when flrgt courted. "It will be

.

was to confirm the good opinfon most husbands have of themselves.'

Osborne also alluded to the loss of the word “"obey” from marrfiage

'Seyvtces, “"for what reason he d{d not konow.” The Acadian Recorder

noted that Osborne "scemed to be under the tmpresston that there wasn't

as much obedience among the married women of Hallfax as the obllgations
o o - » . }
they had assumed would call ‘for."

K
v N

"Osbhorne's discourse “had quite an effect on the ladlies prescnf[ﬂ_

kY

but not quite what he wmlght have -wished. Some of his audience revealed

a decided ant(pathy.to masculine assumptions nboutjthe.obllgnflons of

women to men. Cecelia” was one such womaa who protested. the mis-
sioner's ‘bellef ia woman's subscrvience. -She clalmed that while she

+did Hot rule the home "with a rod of fron” she did ohject td the

-Yabject home slﬂvery".qhat.Nr“‘ﬁshorne and others propounded.

iThey have prbéch@d to the women of HallFax a sort of
slavery, a cringing sodt of feellng to be Indulged in
before their husbands thch would, T am sure, he uasatls-
factory to the ,men, and wrong and dishonorable In the

.woman. . . /

"1 .think and I know théé't hold tenable grouad when T gay
that no man should marygy a woman {f 1t was not to-take her
as his equal, 'as Hié helpmate, not as a mere machine to/
provide a comfortable meal and ‘to have nothing to .say .
regavding his 1{fe Q%ﬁstdg the home. . -

i e

R .. coe . : . ..
Obviously some wowmen were/demanding:that macriage be reghaped to make

.

!

1t a 1st‘fnd{y{dUa[[st{d and ‘more cooperative instltutlon. Cecella's

yﬁl equality both tnstde and outstde the home
R : ' _/[ o ' ' ’
i
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seen,” sald the Acadlan Recdrder, ”that‘thg general glat of the remarks



.-

extended the question of hqrrlage beyond the {issué of sexuélity;as-it

had been posed by Mattie Strickland and beyond the economic analysis

‘suggested BY the Achian Recgrder.’3

Other women willtingly satirized traditional notfons of romantic.

“marriage. When (n 1888 "Doesticks™; a columnist for the Acadian
Reconder, Yeferred té a matrimonial bureau in London,'and‘offered to
SRR o - | !

act as 'agent' for such a venture in Halifax, Faniie Jones rep(le@‘in a

-

less than hudble'way. Pralsing ‘Doesticks” on his generous ofler,

Jones clalmed that "1ts just what we stock of 'old ma[ds;'qidows and

glddy ydung.thtngs‘have,long'béon WHitihg for.” Jones asked why the

young men who bravely fought -In the North West were so bashful when 1€ -

‘came_to marriage. _ : LN

Yes, dear Doesticks,.they'}l buy us Lce-creams, take
ug walking in the silvery moonlight, pour soft nothings
fnto our ears until we almost wish we had [becn] born
without these appendages, or that men had been born with
more- common sense, - when down in the bottom of our hearts
{(as you -who know so well say) we are "pilning for the
Altimitable ecstacies of mutual gonfiderice”. We don't’
wnnc.thgm to come to us (when the morning sun shining full
on thelr mirror ‘teveals tq thém that crow's feet and gray
hairs are becoming their portion), and lay at our feet a
poor, battered, scarred article .. Well that they tell us
an} it {s: we would never haﬁe'renogntzed it as a heart.

Jouos laughingly, Qommented_thatfperhaps this dearth of brave young men

&

was a regult of the National Roiicy ~ the 1iberal Acadian Recorder's™

pet -peeve — and ‘suggested if~éo the “old maids,_widows and giddy young
things” could perhaps unite to suppfess iv; Lf it was meré‘hashfplnes

pechaps "benevolent cltizens™ could Ffund an iqstitutton'ﬁb.treat those

young men so afflicted.. Jones indlcated that she was a "young woman of

summeqé, very good 1opking, remafkaﬁly intelligent, (these

from authority)” with a sweet disposition and numercus domestic and”

110
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artistcic ncaOmplishments. She would do ho§ pA{\\For the ptopoqod

Burecau by offering herqelf with a “modest requésg? \for a_pan.  Nec

,,,‘

requireﬁents were simple:

. N .
None by the name of "John".need apply. Neithcf'any'under.
5 ft. 8 In. in height: must be dark, o matter hbw dark,

. Lf he may still be termed a whlte man: must have good
education, professtonal manﬁ)referrodj must not bhe a mem-
ber of any clubs, unless T also am admitted as a member of
same . : ) "

He must also avold liquor stores, .tobacco, and fashionsg that dictatoe’
"pantaloansg” either too wide or "éiﬂe“splitting in more scnses than
‘one.” Preferabiy he should be betwecn the ages of 25 and 3§§lchough

“excelllence of duality” would allow him g few years leeway. He must

e would nont @bject‘lf he

tA

. ) ) . ’
not be a "dude” he mudt have brains, and
bl . ?

had "surplus ca§hJ"Sincq‘sherhad quipk]f elimlnatéd most Nova Séotidn
men,:loneslqbviéu sly prcf ried hor lot as onpAofichstick‘s.sLock;ﬁ
fold maids, widbws aﬁd.glddy young things.”

Not evérypne wouid ﬁave agreed thaF 1hc»1n§tltutlbn of marélagn
was 1n necd_of_rehabilitéfion 6rf&hat meg were resﬁénslhlc fo;'itﬁ_
%alltngs. Zinstend, revealing the éomﬁonpla&; VLctoriaé dmphﬁslﬁ an
self-control, ﬁatibna]ity;'ana‘restrniAE'of passlon that appliud even
fa soclety’ s approach tollove, male défenderq of bge_!nstitnring
attacked mérrinéé's female crtt}cs_b]a&ing them for tho'rlsiqg'digorce
%éte, JRr;nK”, a rﬁspoﬁdanr to Jones, felt‘fﬁaﬁ she wés_too harsh on
men.. Nor did she rcally und rqtand rhem ’Men,-ﬁé-c}nimpdlwere not
bllqdcd with'loye but rather sought “to please_ani gratify womén®

through compliments. Frank thought;that fricndsh}p was the basls of .a

v - . ot A



good marrlage: _fFJQOMGn éqcepted this - QS many no doubt did - then
woﬁen cOu]d helhéppy in ma:riage as were most men.,

'If‘én the sﬁtfaéé V{cfﬁriéﬂ'hgrr{age scemed chhracte}[zed by a
etahility burtqused by notions of pxud ry aad’ feminise qelf denial;,

thlis was merely an Lllusion. Women, of all c]asses ridiculed, con~-

'Aemned, or lPPlPttGd the notton of marriage. One such'personiwas Sarah
. L e

Rutledge, a thirty~sev¢n year pld woman hospitalized with'terr[a}y

sythlLs which she had contacted_from her husband. Rutiedge manéged
Lo gcribble het brteﬁ4 unhqppy story in a record book of the Vicrorla-

General Ho%pttal

Sarah Ann Rutledge, Amherst N.S. took-her maiden name she -

wag some time ago called Mrs. Loifs Gould but she though

as she was compelléd to go to- her own people for help she

would -take her maiden name again. Young girls take warn-

tng do not be- in a hurry leaving your people take frilends
~advice not like poor foolish Sarah. -

In L{ght Qf.wfdespread venereal afflictions éndgunhappy marriages,

women often found themselves In degraded situattons having been taken

B3

advantage of.by men. “The spoiier~qutckly weartes of his prey;. and his
- ‘ . ->. . . . R

“deluded victim” has no recdurse but Lf they live, [theégl wretched,
broken—down women drift back perchanbe to their native place,” said the

Acndian_Recofder.S

Loulse Chandler Moultoun, in the Ladies Home Jburnal clalmed that

the happiest moment of a woman's life was “when Love {s a sweet, shy

new comer, and Hope leads it by the handﬂ' The Acadiaﬁ Recorder's .
"Lndy Jana felt it was when a. woman saw her childron doing good and
rema1ning pure One can be ‘'sure however, that for many women, nelther

P

love, hope, children, nor ‘even riches brbpght happiness. _In 1892
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T=Equal” noted that while she didn't know much abont the Bible she did

believe that tt claimed the sexes were equal.

But why 1s ft ... The general opinion Lt is the wife's
place-to do all the grovelling, play humility('s] role, or
In other words, keep the affalrs of the house with'a never
falling glossed surface, lu order that the Lovd of the
_Manox.may be kept iIn humor? :

¥hile soclety wrliter Lady Jane fFound Lt relatively .easy to clalm that

woman's lives héd_tmprpved compared to that of thelr ancestors, many’

other women recognized that luxury and wealth wevre not conduclve to
happiness. Indeed, 1f many acknowledged that fact, there were others
who 'were cogaisant of both cause and solution. -In 1894, fLady Jane

received a letter from an "Emancipated Woman™, a woman so “dangcrous’™

c1d thé.sﬁciety célum&isk.%elt that "the sQoner she ls.a&nihilntpd the
hette}\for us.” fEmanctpapéd Wéman" wrote 6h:the:”rudn awnkcnlné":y
‘woman would suffer wheg”§ﬁtxdisgove;ed:"qhat money cannot ﬁdy'oyory«
thingﬁ' A dfownlng'womén, thé writer cqnttied, would g;asp;a ”w£lre
and weal and sofE %thered" hand that waﬁ'filled wifh gold coln, rvather

Ehad "one broad-and brown, with the 1cather of toll stretched across
. ~ - . o :
its palm.” The old supecrstition “"that money; marvellous magic moncy I3

er present to sooth and solace land] allay'cvcry freftation of ;he
mind,” must be recognized as an Invallfd ideal. of life.

‘Well,-in the near by and by, when goman shall stand no
Longor "under  man‘'s domination, but bé ag Ahqo[utoly frae
as the bird's of the alr tq choo;c a mate - then shall we
see her turn with horror from the modern Mldas; In whose
embrace she would feel her heart turning slowly but qurely'
to something as cold, 1f not as hard, as stone, Yes thosce
marital muddles will undoubtedly tend to mAke divorce
respectable, and that will be another galn for us ‘women,
for many and-many a-poor woman hears the ftlls of matri-~
monlal infelicity rather thaa fly lnto the face of Madame
Form, and many dnd ‘many a hrute in trousers purgueg the .

* Lo



. even teaor-of his way adding one Iindignity to another,
-.gimply because he knows that his wife will do nothing not
sanctlioned by Madame Fotm. ' ;{
"Emancipated Woman” coﬁclnded sayling that 'Madame.Mode' regulated

fashlon, 'Madame Form' conduct. So far there was no fashionable dress

for dtvorces - butroﬁly bpcguse '"Madame Form' had réfuséd'fé remove
the stigma of lack of respectability” wh1§h dlvorce signified. Tn onc
]ettér £ht9 lEmanctpSted Woman" condemned not oaly marrfageQand
. fhsﬂ[on, but thé cap{ggltst pursuit-of wealth.® .
Tn.critiquing,these Insritutions "Emanclpated wcmgﬁ'also con-

‘demned traditional ;ttitﬁdes to@ards.gpmﬁn's:sexgéllty. In thg
ViCCOFigd perfod'subtlé changes in ideas and public sentiment had made
éexuélity'one ofsﬁhe prgminent éuestions of the 1a§t quarter‘of the’
19th cenvury. Of prlma}y importance was ﬁheAbeiief that men were
dfivcn by'ahtmal 1u3Ls'§hile-womén ~.good women that is." felt no
pagsloq. -Onc? a woman .was contaminétea,.however, her decfine in
socléty's'eyés Qas far dééper thah'that ﬁf any man.. Nhefe a.man:could
he éxcusqd for his~ée%uai 1ndutéences;_n woman couid not. While many.
of thesé ideqé stemﬁed ffom thé notion of women as male's éropert&;
.they also %éveal economlc feélittes. 0Of the.féw woﬁeﬁ who'gefe in the
'Fnbogf forée; fewér.stiLl were able fo achiéye~ecénqmtc 1naepéndehce.
AThus wqmen-were forced to 'selv themsélvcé-on the.marfiage mé}két in
oéder ﬁé achieve fingnpial éécurity: 'This opportunity of cogrsé!wa$
open.té women of alt C}HSQGS...ThOugh.they were foréed,to use their
vsexgqlity to gé{nva‘maCe, thé'Mlsuse pf that eépl;ited,sexu5lity.iroﬁQ
lcally brought:coﬁsédﬁénces ”ﬁoreiterrible_and ereparah1d‘than Ehe

taking of {tfe irself."



The trausgresslons of women were condemned by the-same socfety

that excused those of men. In a discourse on "The Public Morals™ In

(879 the Acadian Recorder recogunized this facr.

The erring girl has no defeunder, no apologist. MHer one
transgression is -visited by hopeless ruin. The villain
‘who has caused her ruin escapes condemnation. The {fa-
Justlce of-thils is pretty fully recognlzed.

,

Tf the inequallity was recognlzed, sﬁlllithere was little done ta alter
the public's -opinion of 'fallen women.' In 883, Mrs. Bridget

0'Conner, a 26 year old widow, died after having a doctor perform an

~abortion. The father was a marvied man,;policeman Lewls Huffler:

While he réceived a suspension from duty, general opinion was that he

was a good officer with “decided pro¢livities,. howéver, in the -female -
line < to such an extent as to make {t marked.” MHe was, however, not

"a man-who heglected»hts Family.” A loss of purity for women meant.-her

rexclusion from sbélety. -Th,an 1882 talk to ypﬁng wpmen'Rev:'Mr.

v

" Chubbuck ‘cautioded:

Let the breath of sin, of scandal, touch her and there (s
no place in soclety again for her; she Is ... a being to
be . abhorred —~ to be spurned. She {s beyond hope. Women
are more bitter agalnst women than men are agalnst men.

TIf middle clagss soclety ‘condemned those women who made the one mistake,

it was even harder on those who did not follow 1ts prescribed rules of

-behavior. InleBé.laws'wef passed restrictlng‘the presehcé.of ‘chiLd-

ren {n varlous questionable cstablishments. It{dfd‘lfttfe to control’

‘“the problem of "dirty'litrtle dtreet walkers, who oughtlto'be gpanled

and sent to bed.” 'Thege;girls aged ten to fifteen ycars of age were

"hoodlums of the worst sort.” Groups of them appeared in public - some

barelegged”, others In "scanéy skirts,”---‘and calls were often.made by

.t
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.reformers to suppress this “moral sewage of the most deleteviouys kiqdf

An article Ln an Fnglish journal,fbr example, was published in Nova

'Scotta by reqﬁcht‘of a female refprmer. Tt cautioned thafvfnight

w

- prowling”™ must be ghunned by young women. Nelther curiosity nor love -

of exercise would excuse women from. risking thé loss of theilr modegty

Szm_d fanocence - thelr "grecatest charm.” -
‘ A

When a 1fit

Roggl, fan Ttalfan shoemaker, the examination by lawyer Mr.. Haawright

«

demongtrated that “"the morals and.traiﬁing of the thld [were] de~

. praved.” Apparently Moody had “introduced” two or three 1llttle girls .

fnto Rosst's shop. Jnge’Johnson felt she "waSﬂﬂ~very'bad girl.”

1

‘While women and girls were 'asexual' when kept 'In a’restricted envivon—

ment, those- who were 'contaminated' by thelr home environment, associ-

8

~

.ates, and the public world podssessed a dangerous sexuality.
" Mowevertr, .even the home environment, could not protect women From

sexual attack, scandal, and mbﬁal decline. * The double standard for the

sexes left many women open to sexual exploiﬁattOn. Ndwhere, perhaps,

can this vulnérability be revealed than in the story of Rebecca Ross.-

Rosg was an emigrant servant girl who had worked as 2 nurge for a Mr.

and Mrs. Ceorge C. Jamiesoh for nearly two years. She became pregnant,

and at first rvefused to dame the father. Mrs. Jamieson, as was correct

,
-

) ; ) . . — . ’,_/ -
in thege s{tuations, asked her hushand to pay the girl:.and to dikcharge

her. 'Ross eventually confessed thht'in'fat@‘Jamieson’wns the father.

Y

Jamleson; 'was to excuse his conduct. "It happened to many a better

man,” he claimed. On&e thrown out of the house, the glrl unsuccess~

fh}ly attempted sulcide. Afﬁerwara Jamleson get Ross up irr a house at

o v -

tle girl named Mooay was [ndecently assaulted by Geqrge“



L)

.women reformers so often pralsed, a worﬁan,‘&s sexunllty could he hoth '
. . . N ) S v " )

“threatened and sgépect.‘

. .

: H\_lbbhtd'S Cove and lived .w-i.th her as Lf man and wife. ‘Wh(:n'the chiltd

~ .

was ahbout one month old, in Pebruary of 1882, Jamteson brought Ross and’

- ¢child back to Hal{fax and abandonedi them. Ross went flrst to the Poor

’

House, then to the “Infant's Nousé where her child eventually dted.

Despite Jamieson's conduct,. .+ even the judge admitted “he’

couldn't hehave like a geatleman; he dldn't know how to™ - Rebecca Ross

was gstill C:O-nsldered' "the principal cause of the trouble.” Tt {g

perhaps Ross's' own words, that hest express the 1n:]us;'( l'(:c"nnd {nequal-
[ R . . - . ! -

{ty of the double.standard for sexyal conduct. “Mrg. Jamlson™,. she

wrote in her suicide note,. November 4, 1881

do not be too hard on me. 1f T did not tell you .ahout,
< this,*you have just found it ocut by chance; had you known.

you would not have given wme your owa 2lttle thlugs.
have not told anyoae, hut you don't know how unhappy I
have been and I did.not cave what became of me. T-wag:

ashamed of myself all the timé. I have been to blanme as
‘well as youf husband, but he forced me. - God knows how T '
have felt. [ did not care 1f I lived.or died, .and that ly
what- has made me as you say lighthearted. Forglve me now
for you will not have the chance of geeling me again, ~ ten -
dollars 1s all he gave me. T will say goodbye fore}ver._ .

R RU”

Even in the sanctity of a house enviroaheot, :{n the domggric work that

ER

“If women were Forced to hide thelir.sexual feelings (n order to -

’

avoid the condemnation of soclety, c!'ney' were equally forced to flaunt

-that same sexuality in order to achieve sociéty'sultimate gaal for

women -j'm-a_rri.age. In order to 'ensnare' men, women woere obl tgnated to

use a mult{tiade of devices.. Men, were often cautioned about: the

'wiles' of women. : N : . o
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'.Shoufd”take precedehpe-ih the selection of dre

. . . { .

i The slatecly flirxt, whose name {3 .legion, the kittenish
flirt, whose ts all Llonocence, the.dignified flirt,” who is
too lady.l1ké to rouse your sugplcions, the evangelical
flirt, K whose:interest. in your soul you weakly imagineg to
be Intended for your heart - all these and many more may
have designs on your pgﬁsonal liberty.. :

Womeén. used a cultivatdd demeanor in order to attract men.

Equally important was their-apparel and appedrance.  Wowmen were encour-
aged to wse their sexuality.yet condemned for doing so. Tn 1884, for

‘example, ﬁsther wrote_from_Big Bras d'0r complaining of the popular

hatr fgshion. Nova Scétlan-mothers.sﬁouid-ihstruct thelr daughtéfs “in
o v i .

the modest and abstemlous way of parting the hatr In the middle.” With
O L R P .

‘this “proper—sense Qay of "arranging the halr” gicls could "grace the

i . "
country with 1dy11nessf10 But it was women's -fashion that caused the

vhietr femininity, while Gther women considered them both a threat to

heatth apd'a Form of sexual éxbloitatldn. At its triennial 19»Wash}ng;

1
'

N

The: Rev. Tda C. Huttoa, attired in a,cleftcnl costume, suggested-that

- the body and al) that pertained to 1t "must bﬁgused ag an avenue for

the educat:fon of the inner self.” The passions and desires of the body”

_ygreatest contreversy. For many women, corsets and bustles indicated -’
- A ) B : ¢ . .o .

ton, the National Council of Women, held’'a session on dress reform. -

should be édbjugatcd_hut‘not‘deqtroyed; Econ0m)%fcomfort aﬁd'beauﬂy.'

admiratlion of -a wpman'; figure.' Lady Cobk,.phe former M1é3uTennéssee

B

B Chapltd of the United Stnteé;iand a-negnlar confpihutér t6 pﬁé égadian

’

Beéprder wréte;én articlé-ént{tled “Rptionél‘DréssJ'published 1nl1895.'-

N

Cook noted that while fashions for women were @hanging, women were nog

f as ﬁaqy opponents_élatmed - adetiﬁg.méle dress. - They were instéad
118 :

s, not man's_ potential’
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.wearing_clgéﬁes médc especialiy for Lhem. Cdok>édmm;ntcd on tﬁo famus_
,ing; ;;hlt of wowen who ;egulérly appeared "Kalf-nude” {n dubo\LbLﬁo at
pugllc functions to speak.disparingly of Qoman‘who showed "to the
extenf of‘g few inches, the shapp of a‘patr'of well-covered legs.
Couk.dlaimca that - neither those &gth unshapolyvlegn:nor Uuz“bpppinH
.To@s; Paui Prys; and lip-pursed prﬁdas who hQu) nt;an; chgnge” ﬂad any
- . Flnwfui-éOﬂcérn" to rbmbnétréte agatnég woﬁanwhg wore ratlonal dress.
.Thtsé%atioﬁal‘druss “must be o#e wH!cﬁ glves the largest freedom to the
body, is henTLhieéé,'lightost> mos& comFOTﬁahje and best adnptéd to
climate and scason.” éooﬁuguggestéﬁ-tha; c;osa sei dressing miﬂhf'evon:
By popula% - kﬂléévand betfléoatQ for men, bredches and Turklsh

trousers for women. “As the race improves in symmetry, and well=formed

1imbs become-goneral, it isAlikely‘fhht-yery short dresses forifhv

!
i

women, and knee breeches, as in thF gracefu\ olden times, for the men,

g}l&_ég_sﬁg_univérsél-fééhion!fMmcv. J. K. A&aﬁs ofderonto,.éondomnod
:tﬁe rdti;nal dresé“ﬁbvempnt. While he would‘not de;y-wombn thelr
y ’ o ;ights, ﬂncluding ﬂforagQ; maécul[ne'épﬁarel on women, he argued, was
C?ndémned [n t'he“m.t?l_(_é. ‘Fu.rtherm(;rq, Ade\lr;s clqimed, "'my fﬂqtlwcar ne.wf.r

st

.wore bloomers.” 1lis mother apparently was the woman to -whom neighbour=

. ' h . NEE £ . :
R hood women went for "advice.about their bables and everything elge.”-
. .+ The women 1n,bloomers, were. not only condemned but rididuled. Tt wAs
! strongly felt that thqsc‘New Women' would fosb.the!ﬁ fem{ninity'byf;
. . . . ‘ : ,

. -adopting ﬁhté'modg of dress. - . o o

Now, Tommy, dear, just run down stalrs and get your papa's
shawl; ‘ . L SRR

I mustn't make you mother walt — we're‘g&ing to the hall

I left-her in the diring room at hef_ctgars and wine;

She -looks so brave And manly in that new dress suft of
wine. ) : . g .

v




~

1f there were fears that dresgs réform could change women into men,

~

equally'ﬁrent was the fear .of what_wight happen tb men as they became

“dominated hy thelr partners.

.

In‘Nova‘Scbtiﬁ, the questlion of corsets wag hotly debated.  Nova

Scotlnns.read that Dr:!L'J. B]aékham of England thought “corsets are

_destrable because most women wear them.” Society writer Lady Jane

promoted them and vigorously protested agalnst "those horridfistrong—
minded women, who should by rights be meun, éonstantly bring[ing} a .

hlush"to our cheeks by making all 'sorts of suggestions about them.”
. N -

Corsets, shé fele, could eveﬁ:halp the éomplnxién. foﬁe'of thelmOSt
hunut{Fnl.compTexLons T ... ever saw s oyn?d by A.Canadlén wOmén who
Qe;rs hWer stays so tight that she can't, to spve\hef 11Fe,"tnke.a ltong
breath.” On the_o?hcr‘hénd, a ')Lnyle .American woman possessed a
“thick, muddy, coarge roTplowion. Lady }Ano Lwas certain th.; any man

who advocqlod abolishinh rorsoL" had never danLE% wLLh waomen who did

AN

= /

not wear them. “How horrid she [eels, éll, oft Zand (lahhy qnd equashy'

Surely a *firm, pliéb]p graceful figﬁrc {5 much hicer to dance with than

one of thoge flabby,. fleshy kind of things.”
. 1 . .
Those who opposed ¢orsets.could be even more direct and . unsubtle

in thé{r'érittque: ’ o ' o e

Here lies a girl N - B .
Whose brief, brief days ' ' - e :

Were brie fer sti1l”

For qear{ng staysl

Many Nova.Scotlan'womén'esgablished a critique of fasghion that

extended beyond mere corsets. Out of this cr[tiqde in general qame a

dcpper'analysts of consumerism,’ dptta‘ist ma roria]tsm and the role

.

120



A
. 3

women played in modern society. Tn 1883 a fewale “Cltizen ‘of the
g t ’ . R . S !
World” wrote to the Acadian Recorder, and commeénted on the loncrease in

crime in a tlwic when a person scemingly could acquire all tha't they 3

‘nc.e(_ied tn a legitimate maaner. What was startling abont this was that

“the man {n high position of trust™ now stood, "upon the same plarform

as-the Felon.” While the poor man, driven by Kunger was condemned by

soclety, that sameé society végavrded the upper class crviminal with
amuscment .or fadifference. 1Tt was time to examlne thh;cause'o( such an
occurreace. Often, "Citizen” felt, women were vegponiible. 1t was’

that vampire - fashion - that is destroying so ‘many hames;

.and to keep'pacé with its ‘mad changes, women unconsclously

are becoming not helpears. of thelr hushands, but'are dregs

of destruction, and turning the qulet nest of home into a
troubled sea of worry, doubt and despailr ... Fashlons make

a slave ‘of women, keeps the plrse ever c}ylng “give

give . : . . E :

Uppef’class women, "Clcizen” thought, .must show “thefr towlfer slsters”

that such display was not- “cultured.” Such flamboyant dlsplays of "
i - 5 . -
fashion were often condemhed, as was Hallfax soclety In general. {

don't. mean to say_ the men are gnobs, not abhit,” gaid "Adam Phoole™ in

.1887. "It is the women.” He charged the women of Halffax with being

eager "to eatch a soldlaer”. Most were “valn, vulgar, selflsh-and

uanpringipled.” * Many women agreed. A Vlady” wrote In 1888:
‘. ) l N v - ) 7.. ' - . .
.+ .Can .there be no thing done to stem -this torrent of

“soclety” business that has taken possesslon of our small.’
districts? - Has the priceé of Fiahsgohé up te such an:
extent within two or three years that we can abandan
ourseiveﬁ to taking art In, or recording "sgclety" move-
ments. ) ‘ . '

In a lectura rveprinted -in the Acadian Recorder in 1897, Rev. Jawes

Elﬁlot,‘pastor of a Toronto Methodtst_bhurch condenned “self{sh Indf-"

vidual tsm.” .Like_"Emanc{pated Woman™ and “Ciétieﬁ of the World” he RAW

e . ~
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N

. K .,. N N N . g ) " .
woman 'could not have both a career and maryiage was commonplace, at

"mentlon the economic lonability of -many families to suﬁport_a_large

. . s " ’ . * T . '." A ) ,‘.'
"man, Lt<¢latmed, dpoms a woman to celtibacy, and Tdéfrauds himself of v

~

‘a'growling problem in society. Selfish 1ddivtduﬂlism he claimed curéed

i

‘fhc‘hoﬁe,tndde and 1cg£§1utton; ~“Selfish 1md§§1duallsm crushes the

v .

S

weak - indeed, 1t would extract the last drop of blood from their velins
could Lt be s0ld for 5‘&ollgrf- FElltot -and many others elther fefused 

"or falled to argue for.ah,end tg.wage labour, but their attack on the

accumulation ¢f wealth shows a‘dqithqé.tbat wab more sophisticated

v . L ' . 2
than turn-of the .centuyry reformers would subsequently advocate.17

- \

1f many women 'were qupétionlng and discarding traditional
nottlons of sexuality and marvlage, many others still saw -marriage :as

the ouly fegltimnte goa'l of women. “Doestitks” in the Acadian Recorder

i N .H * . . ' » M - ,- N
* noted that 1n theory wonmea could remain single and maiontaln a:caréer, T

- . / [ , . v
8 a promis—1 .. - |

s . . . oA -
yet bhecause “the sex ls {dclined to be -‘impulsive,” oftentime

v

: A : * ¥ M Lt ’ Doa -
tng carder was.discarded in favour of marriage. The belief that a o

§
B

least ‘among women of the middle class. ‘Many women were reluctant to
choge a carcer at ‘the expense'ofxnarrlage. Thué,‘dq-thq 19th gentury

- . B

B \

“closbd, with {ts growing élaSS"diQisionsx'and 1abouflréﬂtéallsm,.ﬁotjto

. . . ¢
H

. . . v . . L -
tTwmedtate home-circle of adults, veformers placed.a more intensa
. ’ . 13 L . ‘ . R SN N C .
emphasis on marriage.’ T T o LT

N

* The North American Review-in 1895 urgedjmen_to'mérry: CA singyé

the opportunity for .mental and moral develophent” as- well as stunting

his manhood, and ihppveriahing his heart and bratin. Tt was, claimed L

4 -

. C , v
: ' . 8

the,nrﬁtc}e; "tace respbnsiﬁility” to marry, MDoesticks” referred

those men who were untaught in lovemaking to an article.in the New York - '
X . o wor - N Lo e

i T



.

‘llome Journal. The "article suggested that both happily marrted couplea

and couples-contemplating harringg form clubs. Thcﬁ.phb mavried patr,

¥

could entertaln the other memherg wleh “a fatchful and realtstic rendi-

b ‘ - N C £ .

L with the grand and affecting'soeno_in which the tﬁrilling:nudwunﬂ
& * . .

gtlrring ques tlon was put-r and nnswgred.l'_ The  emphayls on “the

A

+ -

Stnece divorce was still Lonqtdorcd G(andﬂ]OUS - "let them live
. . . . v .'
apary but let  them remember thar-they are wman and wife” = and because’
¥ .

‘remarriage was “just another name for sin,” ‘women were often caut lonpd’

o . . . . ]
about choosing husbands wisely. For example, a young man “whose neck

: " falls in folds lives<to >at and drink”. A‘man such as thls is “selflsh

. ' ' R :
and stapid” and "loves his meat’ and dqynk flr h Cter than he can ever

- N ° . . . . . 1
. . . .

‘ t . - , " . - .
h love Wis wife.”. Of course, after 1GCtg1ng,one_a fdcal mate, mathers

and dauglhiters uqéded=ﬁo.05taln§a proposal. “Lady Jane" argvod with an

SN . . ns . -

AR .. article which clatmed that nélther .garden parties or five-o'clock rgn'

.

‘would "lead to matrlmony.” .F' . o C

‘Whén a han ﬁas dined woil and had a litcle Qiné he "is npgf -

tion of the principal scenes 1n thelr courtship ending the ﬁefformnnco-

s, fmportance and sanctity of "marrlage permeated all aspects of courtship.

B
EN

AR

. Lo "to feel ceomfortahlé and perhaps .a ltttle mandlin and thén
Ce ..+ - after dinner the glel Slngs .sentimental - songs to him and, I |
) _ R ~he thinks 1t is ﬁbout ‘time he settled down, and he {sn't
e L - . L so cautlous ?g he was In tho arrcrnoon and 5o he propoq04 e
Pl o . o more eAsily . : e N - BRERE
W . "_Of Lburee men hnd Lheir part Lo play tn rh[s yamo hbdltﬁéy.werg‘
.-‘ ) .- - . N . .'l .“
.ot often bcrﬂted fOC‘SClEtbh]y °pending money at, c]ubs rather than saving
Lot ‘Lé,,@nd(for HQE.Qnrfic{pathg'iﬁ dances and other-ac tiv{ttea.‘ They
CE T "__-'; had; said:"Join";na eocl ty wrttLr "np gsens e or\boclﬁl obllgation
’ ;xnstead'of parbnertpg.tbe glrls'"half the men lel congregqte tn ;he
' AJ. ’ B N .K
T . ’ , 123
~ 2 . . t y . N A



Bmoking-room'whiie the: girls hold up the.wall in the ballroom.” While
“Joan” blamed the selflishoess of young men for this, "Omega” In 1902

clafmed otherwige. = These soclety women "of whom 'Joan' is the special

N

champfon,” TOmcgﬁ” claimed, fatlled to find hushands becaus e of thetr:

prhtensioné}'thetr idleness, and their lack of kuowledge of proper

housezkeeping. "One who 'Is Interested” responded to ”Omega";and

-suggested. that' men should look for middle class gifls “"who have some

¢ .- -

purpose In life” rather than the soclety girls who had little training

in domestic matter§.¥6

Aloag with the tmportance of marriage, there was more .and more
. - . i <
stress-taid on Fhe value.of 'home' and woman's role in it. Marriage

sald Rev. W. J. Armitage at St. Paul's Church, was the means to ‘pro-

"mote haman happiness, to furnish the blessings of a home  Iife, spread

the human vace and [be] ... the very .nurs cry of heaven.” The
matntenance of thisg inéﬁitutiongfell to women. Paraphrasing an “old
author” Armitage noted'three-things a wife should be, and paradox-—

fcally, should not be.

1.  She should be like a anail to keep withln her own
houqe but she should not be like the snail to carxy all
,ho has up on her back. . -
2. She should be ltke an echo to speak when, spoken to;

_ .but she should not be ]ike an, echo 31Wﬂy° to havo ‘the last’
- “word - . .

_3.. She should be’1ike'a town clock, always to keep time
‘and vegularity; -hut she should not be like. a town clock -
that speaks g6 ‘loudly that all the town wmay ‘hear ‘her.

Armirage also claimed that submisslon was . the “ruling principle Fthat

1

"~ governs the wife's part in marriage, although -Re also noted that -some

¢

@



:

"people tn modern 19th century Canada would find fault.with thia no-
tton. )’

¢

If wopen weré to bhe gubmissive however, they weve also to exert

3

thefr influence on men and on soclety. “We demand purity in women; tet

women demand purity. {n men,” sald Mr. Crossley at the Union evangelical

services. Iandeed, by the turn of the century reforwers'hnd heeded the

» - . - I3
H

call. Using-the maternal feminlst crltlique of wdqén‘s moral purity and
. “special nurturing abllities, reformérs trled,{ﬁo matter how {t dis-

gusted them, to bring fallen women up to the snﬁe level as themselvesA

While spectal Inétttut}ons for "prostitutes and fallen women had long

been cstablished, after the turn of the century reformers tried-to

“

N,

enforce their particular moral standard .in .order bo save all -of.

soclety. - Some women applied thWelr own personal moral gstandards to

soclety. Oune woman excused her vandalism of a new l1hrury'bbok hecause

she felt {ts views and thoughts.were wrang. Other reformers used the
growling influence of women's organizations to attack:fmmoral (ty.-
o . : ) ' ’ ’

By the turn of the century f[emale veformers were challenying

everything that might offcend or _alter their moral standards. .Jessle

Smith, ‘Superintendent of the W.C.T.U. Soclal Purity Departmént gau-

t[oﬁed'abdut the dangers »of school outhouses. “Bovs and girls‘hdve o

‘dodge each-other and modesty is in dangér of strangulatlon,” she .

. . .

claimed. In 1907 the Halifax Local Council of Women Objpcttonal‘ﬂ[ter—

-

ature. Committee drew up a resolution suggesting that the Post Office

Suppréss papers prtnting'iMmo:al_Hetails. Tn the same jeﬁr they com-
, : . , R .

:

‘plained about writing on the bathing houses' walls

A

, walls that perhaps

should be- washed dally. They also tried to detect_aay breach of morals



-~

- : ‘ ’ i N . .". " .
cthat might occur. One such occurance was in September 1907 when "bad

They were “{nculcating soclety wlith vémenous snake—likv3poisoh..

(1]

postcards were found, another was when a "very bad book”™ was found in

circulation {n a town 1Lbfary in October '1908. This was parpiqularly.

‘offcnslve, M[éd Mary Ritchie polnted out that many more people could -

pay five cents to bhorrow a book than coeuld buy 1t.  Dr. Ritchie also
reported at this meetlng that she had written to the Chie¢f of Pdlice-

about pogtcard shows; e had'ordered two of these cards withdrawa.

~Sipllarly In 1910 the quniclous'hiterature deparﬁment of the Halifax

L.CLW. worked to suppress p%tze flght, plctures, stoppea a'piay billed”
éoréﬁhc Academy ana.had_variqné b{ctures removed and BO?ES suppregsed.
Thdséhréformers ajso»wcnc{oﬁed concern about the sort of read{ng
mater?nl that little boys had, Théy beliqyed that bad pobks were
secretly distcibuted tg these cﬁiid?en._ "Keep éway From éhese ggdlesé
proﬁdctions,“-w;rﬁég RQQi thheq Etheberr, at ﬁt.’Mdry'S Cathedralf

18

.Thede concerns with fmmoral literature, plays, and art were all

part of the materual feminist critique. "Steeped in-theubellcf of

s\

woman's superlor.morality, mtddle class women used the'lr'now estab-

:

“ltshed poésition fn-the public sphefe in order ‘to Impose their standards
'of“épproprtate'behaviour on all women. Only the work of "pure” middle

. A‘. ) . .. ] ) A . .
class “women could stop widespread immorality and social degredation.

Thus thefﬁiddle clagss reformers.of the early 20th Qenfqry rackled not

dnly such pCObLGﬁS'ﬁS sluﬁ'housing}‘ﬁegble~minded children, and insuf-

ficledt playgrounds, but-thpure‘ltterature as ﬁeﬂl. The malntenance

and séfQCy of Lhelr,ownvhomes'and families was'foremést'ih their minds.

126
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Gone was the carller critique af the toncéptions of female gexuality,

fashlon and capitalist materialism.

The critique of sexvality, marciuge and consuweriswm advocated by

feminist reformers of the late L9th ccnturyicolldpsed, glving way at

.

“the end of the century to the growing maternal feminlst movement.

“While the hotibﬁ_of marriage had never ho%d.tbtally dlscavrded, the

o -

ecarly reformers had advocated a more cooperative and cqual status for

.women in warriage, Similarly, ¢alls by the 'New Women' for dreas

’

reforam werve based on more than—fssues of health and comfort; they

Involved a critique of .the traditional exploitive.nature of woman's -

dress. FEven more important to the woman's movement was the critlque of

consumerism and materfaltism. By the turn of the ceantury, however,

thesc ideas had been replaced by maternal feminism and.its more tradi-

. tional notioun of women's place in home "and ‘'soclety. Women's vole had

heen entarged. 1In addition to mother and wife] as.a major consumer she

. i . ° ()
had now become an.importaat legltimator of the capitalist onderﬂ

D

e
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CHAPTER 5

. “The Political Awareness of Women Reformeré.in
. Vlctorian Nova Scotia: From 'Sexless Citlrenshtp to
Community "ousekeepers

&

Female middFe class reformers of late nineteenth century Nova

\

Scotla struggled for poltt#eq}-reéOgn[ﬁion.. In this struggle they drew

upon an.eclectic mix of fdeas that ranged from dreams of social and

economlc equality, to frustratlons with atvitudes of male politicfans,
: : . . - \ ’
to the belief that the franchise was necded tO‘expena woman's 'proper’

role'asjhousekeeper.and mother of soclety. While it Is truc'that many

women shunnod the chought of, polit{cal avLivjty of any sott thore were

N «

many others who addressed the problcm of Femnle suffrage. If feminists

- .
B

were partlcularly confident and outs poken in the 1880's and early
"1890's, after 1895 ‘suffragism lost fts monentum. When'suffrégists

UL

regKOuped‘agltbe“end of.ﬁhe'flrsﬁ hecade.of“tﬁé‘ﬁweptiech century thei
argued a}moqt exc]uslvely‘frog q_@aterngt feminist perspecp{vén
EQentuélly they;won the vbte; When tﬁe governﬁent'fo;nd it poittigafly.
_QXpedlent [t granted the fréncﬁise‘po:wohen:§§ 5 feward for tﬂe work
and Qac;iftéeé thqt‘thcy: as wives andhmothérs{ had endured through0ut

‘the wﬁr yeérs. .

.i But (f théqe reform rs won victories tﬁ ‘the pﬁblié sphere because
of_thetr"matérﬁal fehiniSm, thex-lost much more. Thelr grow£;g~pdlig*
Lgal acumaern, theié belxeﬁ in sgxleéé ctgtzenship, and ché1ﬁ4chance for

soctal ‘and economi.c equality were all cas ualties of this maternalist

persunston.' Nova Scotlan reformers Eormed a new political order. As

.
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‘we.'shall sea, however, {t-was not necessarily the one the early

T feminists envisloned. )
Tn the last qqz\rte-r “of the .nfnetci\.nth' ceatury. n‘nny Twomen -
fel’ormers{ struck out on thelr ‘own,- not only to promoté suffrz\g.e,_:hut.to .
_‘offer' opln?.ons oAY ]‘arge.r po'l_ittg:a:]. Van'c'l soclal qxn:zst,l()r\:x. n ilf}?.}i,-.l -f'c)r.
N example, "'f*ii'.hj_er\(a.", an occaslon.la‘l correspondent to. the Haltfax Aﬁc_n_cgi_f_nir"

Retorder,.wr.oté about the uncertalaty of Nova Scotla prosymrity and the .

“benefits of establishing a cotton {ndustry. She commented that she was

"well aware rhat tt is unusual for a woman teo meddle with polttical
‘affalrs”; had. Lt ot been For recent forays Into the public aphere by

her seéx she would have apologized.l Obviouysly some women werve con-

fident that their sex should play a lgr;ér role in the pollt l.it:-}l and

r

aconomic life of the community. . . ..

While many men ‘and women accepted the movement of women -Into the

* ‘public sphere as tight and just, there were others who contemplated it

w'ith horror., Church olff{cia]s, for the most part, opposed the early

suffrage movement. Occaslonally cven women's participacton in church

. ) . . ; . . t (-
matters wasg suspect. Tn the New Brungwick Synod of the Church of /3

<
’

England a heated d.tscuss.(_on arose over the questlon of women's elligi-

billty to vote tn church m_att;(-}rs’.‘ While, Nova Scotfan Rev. F. H. Almon

"felt that wowen were much more competent than men fn carvylng out
: . ’ . ) ' I . . } "
churech business, the Bishop felt that sexual equality would bhe "danger-

ous” for women. He belleved that "women would deterlorate” from thefr

true role .as "man's llé].[)me\t:e." "He used an {maginary-scene from the

’
.

British House of Commons, “the Irlshm'en‘.,ﬁaving on orne slde and the

women raving on the other” to {llustrate his point. Votling rights: (n

i
-




Iy

~the church,xdespite Rev. Cénbn”Brigét@ck's"c]atm.Lhﬁt they-have “got to

come gomeday”, were subsequently voted down.? .
Women, as well as men, were divided on the question of public

L

service: Tn-an article entitled "Woman's Greatest NDanger”, the Ladieg.

‘Homé.Jpqnnal felt that women be?dhged}in_tﬁe home Tand nowhere else.”

"“She would perform her greatest dify to ‘her God, her family and man-

kind" . 1f she kept evil from her home no ﬁéttﬂ%ﬂhdﬁ*?ﬂmhnnt_puBlic évils'

o - R C , _
became. 3. - : VA . N

' ' . o S e . .

The *apparent threat to home 1E£ﬁ} indced to the very'strucﬁhre'éf

'
. .

goclety, wps only one objection Qﬁffhe ant1¥suﬁfragisLs“_ Many men, and

even somé women, belleved Ehat,ﬁ,Maies.de not possess the intellectual
- N - - T

e ek, . o

or cﬁothnal-vigour ngeded'iﬁ public life. An aditorial In the Hél(fax

Acadian Re¢6rder clafmed that nelther woman's “natural quallfications
[n)or her usual training have fitted her to shine” in arcas of polit-

. Leal controversy where_boﬁﬁu”calm énd'log{Cal handling” were needed.

The. purpese of franchise laws was to ensure that "anybody reasonably

"_quailfted” was permltted to vote. - "The  average woman is not .reasonably
qunlifted.tb exercise thép pfiyﬂlegéjlntelligentlyfA'
- Another majorant{suf fragist: argument suggested that women would

lose thetr Femiqine qualities 1f they entered the public realm. Not

only were mgnjbetter QUallfied_té‘vote,-Eut as they hédded*théffamilf
oL . . S . . _ g - B C

thetr opinions should remain unquestioned. - When'a Cumberland Count

'3E1§cgor' wrdte[stilt{ngLy to the,ﬂg}iﬁg&-ggilz Echo he

that were commonplace. -“There s none too much -of .a pleasant state of

good feeling between the égxéﬁﬂnqﬁ'pp admit any more cause.of dik-
“turbances. . The moré commonly women mix with meq ...
. [ [ o :

‘.

'exﬁressed'views 

the more they"



become’ 1Tike men.” Obviously the fear.of domestlc strifsé and unsexed
- .t _S - e
women was real and pervasive.

If thie threats To womanhood were great, thé percelved dangers to

$odiety were even greater. Mapy people, led by .the outspoken-anti-

suffragist James Wilberforce Longley, beltleved that enfranchlsement

‘would Tead to the end of the fawily unit. ﬁong]cy; not only as the
Attorney General of Nova Scotia but also as the editor of the ‘Libera)l

Acadian Recorder,;iﬁfluenced the éympnth1es OF-Both'thQ uadec ided and

the anti-suffragists.. Longley belleved that the influence of women was

" s0 great that the . very structure of soclety depended on thelv role In
' , > 5 ‘ . .

the home. Under .the maternal guidance of women, homé 11fe provided the
C bnly barrier against a dorvupt, competitive, and Incomprehenslible
v. ¢ LR .

world.

Longley was long known to oppdse suffrage. Tn V894, Alhert

- - H

Hemeon of Queens County, dntroduced a hill supporting enfranchisement

for. single and widowed women who possessed real. propeérty worth- $150.

- Longley conclyded that ‘his bﬁponent may he "guite right that the qgita~

tion had come to stay,” and felt-that-  "theswomen of the country

-

pbru to'
he’unséxédﬁ Hé whé-nbnp‘ﬁhe'lésé.coﬁfident'yhaﬁ éftér a bhrief o;pef!—
,men§-§hé peopii ﬁOpldt}evprt to sound‘ﬁfinciﬁlés.' Tn turn womdn wonld
fﬁnd thét “itrﬁo;ld'péﬂgétper For-tﬁem to rema£n>ﬁoméd‘hhﬁn-to bér~‘
::ticiphté in fhese fﬁnctiéns in which the ﬁgndency wa§ pé-bbiiferate th&
;gfy“highesg qug?tgies of thét; sé§f ,ioﬁgieyiaféued ln“)BQA,.mqrc

B ﬁ%égmatﬁéalLy than lnlgnrliér gémﬁaiﬁnﬁ;bﬁ}ﬁnps,'chat nley Enlargéd.

elector listé could not'posslb]y‘be fiﬁished in tjme‘for ‘an e1oct10n.6_,

133 -
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In the 1895 session when a gimilar blll was,ndvaucgd; Longleyl

opposed 1t Because he believed 1t \

to be “infmical. to the best Anterests of women and-therc-—
fore Inimical to the beét futerests of the world. Nothing .
could occur to' Injure the status of women or'deteriorath'
thetr influence and power which would not tend to the:
-~ Injury. of -all manklnd. : o -

?t wag not, Longley cowtlﬁned, thn;:womOG we}é (ﬁte11gctually.
tnable to use the ballot.. "He‘das willing "ro concede at once that
’yémap was thg‘cqﬁal oflmgn in qll-respects and of .the shﬁe vg]ue;i
Howcve;, bof,oniy hnd.the AlmighRy givgn men and'woﬁen.éeparﬂte fugc;'
 _:{060,-bUt wOmEnAwere creatéd "physicallxiand mor}]ly beg?erifigged'for
FunctloAs that. were cqually-importgnt, 1nfinl§e1y higher” than that of
ﬁenf To forece womén from_hox domestic realm was a "crime against
Aﬂtu;e" which would ”depriyé her_éf the éxercise of'hér natural func~—

tions and destroy thoée’gdftef and finer qualiéies thgh coﬁé;ifuted
het: ehilefl value-iﬁ'the ;orldf’:The‘htgher‘{nflugnéé of woaeﬁ,»Long]ey
.bcllévcd,’SOEEengﬂ the Asperitlés of llfé, mblitfied theicoﬁr?ep
tvndqncics_of men:_purtFibd tha»éociél"ctréic'and exuded ﬁp?al
grandéur. ;Iﬁ women “threw éff the Fweeg garb‘of femintnipf gud fought
thetir wa§ to Fhé huétings" théy,woyld 1osg.th13.ahility fo ingpipe
'mnnklndl o0 \ ' . -

'L&ngle& opp@sed F“? notion~tht.womén had an abstraqt'rlght £o
yote,'c1aim{ng chiat, théklegtaldfofg of Nova Scotta;'épd of -all ctvil-
tzed cou&ﬁftes, had shown théirncoﬁceﬁn for.&omen'bx legislating équdl
:rigﬂtg féf.womeu and ﬁéﬁ. He fpﬁféd ﬁhétufén army of yic}oué women”

could possibly be g{ven the franchise; this "vicious class of women”

- would be open to Corrupc'influences, He dismissed the petitions which

+ .
¢

t

134 ‘



had been recelved at the leglslature,”clalming that many had slgned but

v

few truly wantéd sullrage. One man, Longley clatded did so because
"Mrs. So and”"So bothered hiwm so that he slgned Lt to yget cfd of her.”

Of the 10,000 named, half were women and not voters; so In fact out of

80,000 electors only 5,000 had stgned, and mﬁny of them, Longlay con-
jectured,:were probably b0yg."Tcmperance'wufkbrs, ‘whd hqd'lnst[gnted
the petitions; were mistaken 1 they thooght female suffrage would

achieve thelir aiwms. Lbngley felt that {f “venerable wldows and anclent

r

splnsters” Qerelalloﬁcd to vote, 1t would bé ridiculouﬂ to restrict thd
"ygqng aédgynuiY@oking marrlca wémcnf' Tt‘hns MM,n‘smnllﬁteprnr
women to seck office and again the effeétg'bn hbmclffo'yoﬁldbhc'dplp“-
terious.’”

Those who supported the. Attorney-Ceneral 'In thg House based t%o}r
arguﬁenﬁs;on the.ﬁaternaljperspgcﬁkve. Mr.'élﬁﬁla{r, moember from

Guysborvugh,. felr that "there was no present necessity {or making sanch
. ’ M "-

a radical chahge; women could best serve éo}Jety iy elévating the

puhlié consclence and purifying (£ and standing -for whatever was hest
. : ‘ BN : ’
and purest Lu public and social 1ife.” Mr. wllcox,.frqm_nnnts;'(ulm
that no—onre had produced arguments “which’would justify the Interfering
gith-thaf great f5m11y system which was ‘the.st¥Yncture upon which
society vested.” Religious leaders preached from a slm{iaﬁ text. Rev.

Allan'éimpsonlof the Halifax Park Street Church usgd.B{blfpalﬂéknmpibs

. - ~ N
. to show wowmen's subordination to man. Simpson stressed that “sub-

N

ordination did not wean inferiority.” He claimed'that'"shc@ety.bould
not exist without order, and subordinatlon was nccessary to secure that

order.” Rev. Mr. A. Gandier, spoke in the Fort Massey Chuiph_on the



.
~
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highest compliment for a

glgrfficance of . family. He cLaimeX’thap the’

- PO B

young woman waid to praise her hOuSekccping\‘,Gandier‘Felt_that suffrage.,
: . ’ Coe . . _ .
. T - . * ;”\ A
wag evll becausce lt,would Faken an tncreasing number of komea out of

. . v .

the homc.8 Anti-suffraglsts {oncorpbrated maternal feminist ideas into

s

.tho!f éritique of feminist reformers. While femilntst reforhers theﬁ¥‘

gselves adopt§£750mé of, this maternalism - aund often_ for tactical pur-

: i

- poses ~ it was only a small part of thelr early campaign. .

.

The ag[tnélon for fema]eAenfrhncﬁtsement,had-hOWManed long be-.
A ) o

fbre,Lonéley made his_!SéS speecch. Sffoﬁg suppoﬁc‘for the movement

came from phEvNémen‘s Christian Temberance Union {W.C.T.U.). While
"Mrg. Turnbull, of Sr. John, New Brunswick, Preéidemt of the Maritime

W.C.T.U., pleaded in 1889 that the organization not be made a political

body, others took steps to ensure otherwise. n the same year Mrs. Al

M. Bell, wife of a promiment Halifax businessman] led a delegdtion to

the Clty Council depldr[ng.tﬁe lack of enforcément of lliquor laws.
W.C.T.U. reformers were becoming aware of the futtlity of such ges— .

_ ' _ o ‘ o
tures. . Most became firm supporters of women's suffragéﬂ " Individual-
. e - . i v

ly, however, these sulfraglsts offered diVe{se reasons for sﬁpﬁortiné“

the movement. Armed with petitions, feminist reformers forced the '

N . ) . . . . ) N ) .7 R .
government, to consider the question of suffrage six times frow 1891, to
‘ ! i, _ .
1897. BillsUwhich‘supportéd.an wunlimited franchise for women on ‘the
_same, bagls for men were twice Introduced, once by Albert Hemeon fn 1893

and_agaln tn~1897.whcn.Firman McClure, of Truro, sponsored ‘a f%anchise
bill. In these carly years many people felt Ehéﬁ:a favourable vo&e'waq
imminent. " “The day of eqﬁal p011t1c51 rights has already'dawnéd,’and

: . - ) oy ;= . e o
soon will be at high noon” said an‘article written-for the Acadian

.
'
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“ Rgcordger.” Yt clalmed -that."sex is-the only bar to unrestricted (ran-
e e [ . - .

. s
o ‘

. chige.". Indeed, "{rom mnniclpai‘kuffrage.to full electoral franchlse
: . . . s = .\' . . A‘ ‘. . . < . N
_there '1s byt'a différence 1in dégree, not .in kind.” -An address glven n

B

- rTruro byiMLs§ Woodtll, daughter of F..D. Woodlll .of Hal{fax, and print-

. A
oo

ed in the Truro Daily News, echoed this pbgltlon ctnlmiﬁgﬁthwt "la 1893

- + . L
. .

. o . ) . - . . . . - . o ° .

fsuffrage)l took 'root in Canada, (rom then to 1894 (t has developed the

stem; nmd'in‘TBQS let.us look for the blossom and fruirt.” An arttlele
B ! . M ’ . . o

.ﬁﬂ_Céhaaian'Mggazine, 1899, which surveéyed phe.sﬂfffnge hovemént across

the country predicted that the women of the Maritiwe Provinces would
ot . v . : . - s

.. soou éain their polttfﬁal_rtghté. . Throughout Nova Scotfa suffragists.

belfeved Chat:the atfatnmpnt of thetlr goal was within range.
. - bur light is shtnfné dimly girls - .
' " And eaclt year Uls growing stronger;

. Truth must prevall and errov fail -

Lo e - . «"Just wait 'a little longer. t

-~ 23
o . . = . e oL
. 'So_ended'mlss Woodill's paper presented to-the Truro W.C.T.U. .in

.

\

- 1ggll .'.‘O

e

.

Indeed, {n 1893, wﬁon_a favd@urable vote seemed-imminent, a writer
e o ! " - ,“._' . ’ ) \.‘«‘ . . T
for the Halifax Acadian Recorder, a newspaper generally opposed to the

enfranchisement movement and qd};ed by:wa. Longley, wrote that Me.

N [ ®
~ . 0

** Hewmeon's name would he “assoclated "with the notable clecumstance that
" L . ; - ~ . - L

' . . oL N ) . .

{t was the first affifmathQ of fhe principle {n'the ncw woﬁldi'(fl

“mistake ﬁot ~ certataly under the Britlsh flag on this bontlhen;f He

-_prqphestied'tﬁat'women would soon be able to seek publlc of [ice, "an

4
Cee . FIN

‘exciting break tn fhegmonbquy" of cltjic0unctl. “Eventually, however,

“this measure was eliminatéd bit by bit until therc was mothing of f(t
o, ’ s . ' . . *

left to be dealt with - then -1t dropped p]togetherﬁi‘

Kl



A

Defeats. $uch ag this and the one of 1834 sparked lively fnterest

In the -cause. In Pebruary of 1894, for example, a suffrage mceﬁlng was

. .oy KA . ) - " .

held tn Trurz(ﬁﬁder the auspices of the W.C.T.U. Miss Jessic Smith
Lt

recad a paper
o

h “startling facts” and ~"irrésistable, argument” on the
.toplc "The Disabilities of Women:in View of the Laws of the Land.™

- Rev. Dr..HJarty spoke on the soclal. purity motlvation of suffrage
workera. Rev. Mr. Adams advocated women's suffrage on the grounds of
thelr role {n the home, the church nnd:socigty. Mrs. McDowell read a

paper on "Why Women Teachers.Should Vote.” Misg Weodlll, of Halifax,

d . [

-

" spoke on “A.YQung Woman's View of the Woman's Sulfrage Movement.” She

S

expfesﬂed the opinion that “"Woman suffrage should he granted. Women

should vote” and predicted ghat womankiod would gain ﬁer'rigﬁts -

"depend upon'it‘she will succeed.” Miss Woodill stressed that a young
woman had as much.-right to 1ive in the world as man had and that she
"{3 as much entitled to the things of the world as he ... She 1is just

12

.. ' . - )‘ T
as much a paerson as he is.” One year later,; in Halifax, Mrs. Charles

Archibald gave a lengthy public address on "The Why and Wherefore of
" Woman Suffragqf‘ She émphasiﬁed-that women SUEFeréd from laws made.by
men {n the hellef that they were prBteqttng tﬁe female. sex. :Women had

made some galns, she admitted, SUéh'aslobtatn{ng higher education, but:-

aven then there weve barrlers.to thelr sgx. Mount Allison Collegt

-might admit females, for example, "yet lts debating club draws the line

at women.” Furtherﬁpre, Archibald noted, while men claimed that

charity work was sultable for women they théméeldes_"were beglaning to

study the underlying causes and tofsee the need of better legislation,.

%,

T ) and their present helplessness to remedy 1t. Our position would be



“amusing {f it weve not sad.” Archibald stressed that.the "fearlons,

honest, Intelligent, true .and hardworking woman” who was the gupporter

of suffrage would not abandon the Family in order to vote. She went on

to say. “motherhood 1s not always'tho greatest Crown a woman can Wwear.

‘Tt may be a crown of shame. Womanhood fs the crown of glovy (or o

woman.'"'13 This speech, in early 1895, as the pressure fgor woman's

[
AL - A

guffrage Lncreased, was designed to-lay the groundwork for a formal

enfranchliscwment movement. A few days carlier, a suffrage weetlng had

been held at Mrs. Archibald's house., -The [1rst Sp&nker was Mrg..Aana

Leonowens, who spoke on ﬁhe nped for:feﬁa}e voting rights. Mr. ﬁgcfor

.MacInnﬁs; st;unch_Conservat!ve and lawyér from the flrm of Drysdale'nnd

MaclInanis, Miss Kate Macinlosh.of_tﬁo Ha'l { fax Acddomy, and Mr,.T.}L

Black; MJ%P.-HIS@ spoke- Tﬁc-w.Cﬁth pgtitﬁon was plrcq1jtnd and

ma;y'Pres;nt-élgncd it. At a Qubscduent a%terﬁoon mooting, a thntﬁfs
'iSpffrage ASSOEthion.wa; formed.

.the object of [thé Assopiatlon1-is to awaken Interest and
quallfy women to take a, more active Jand . {ntelligent "part

In the grave respounsibilities that environ them on cvary

, side in'all'quespionseaﬂfectlng their home dutles, as well
“ag in all public measures relative to thefr civiec and
state clghts and obligations.

N

-That gvening‘ﬂrs.'heonéwens requested that the Associatton he allowed

toiaffil[ate.with the .Halifax Local Counctl of w6men_CLJLW-I _THU

motton was put by Mrs. Whiston, seconded-by Mrs.Black and approved.

Thepeiiﬁ nogmentiod of these progeedings creating discord within'the

‘Haltfax L.C.W. This favolvement hetween the L.C.W. and the suffrage

assoclation took place 1ohg before . 1910, . when the ﬁaﬁténal Council of

- Women met-ln,Hall(ax and ‘endorsed the principle .of ‘enfranchligement. An-

examination of Hallfax L.C.W. wmlnutes ‘shows that the suffrage soctety

139
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was affillated with them untfil at least July of 189Ll' In .addicion,
Edtth Archibald attempted to start a suffrage paper that yqér, though

tr fell through for want of capital. This highnlevel of activity shows
. LN Py ’ )
the tnterest with which feminists viewed the‘1egislgtihe proceedings of .

1ggs. !5 ' . ' e

. . . : ‘_‘(‘1. a R
[n' 1895 women secmed Secure ln the belief that tha time was’

. comlng when thcﬁ would have "the rights and dntﬁgf of rattonal and

‘redponsible members of soclety.” Armed.with a petf{tion of-over 10,000
names, they were unprepared for Longley's speech.nndithe reéction it
gunorﬁted. Many "old parliamentarians”™, said the_paftksdn Acadian

Recorder, felt that .'Lts- force yet. studied modevatfon” wmade {t the best

speech ln\many yeﬁrs: The ”deﬁr oldlgirls”'uhd fitled the.gnllqrie3,~
gatd an unkind cohnnentnFor 1nvtge Eﬂillugghg;'"Qerejamusing to watch’
. with {Adigqat[on fﬁhthctr_Qoices and fire in thelr eyés.L .One went’
so fax, hF dlaiﬁed,'to gugéesﬁ:that an injﬁncﬁlon was needed to stop
Mr. Lonéléy'; tonguel

g o

[The;)‘stamped their feet and shook their canes (women's -
suffragists all carry canes, they will smole next) but
mothing came of the indignation meeting”.v,ﬁany a hard~

working: man went without .hisg supper on Wédnesday and many

.a child was puyt to bed that eveving without saying its
“ltttle prayer, all because the «dear wife and 'mother wanted
. to see the great emancipatlon measure carry in-thg_house:

The.saﬁe ”Sk}en; Obsérvér" felt Lh;t,the votq,of‘2} to 12 should
qoﬁvtncé the suffraélsts that “they had.béptér settle_down to—Homescié.
affa}ré."lﬁ ' | | ,

“The suffrgge refénﬁégs d{d not take His adyicen‘.gatﬂef théy'
attacked Longley:fog his distortedipérspécéive of womanhood. Thé
dldﬁcc{efapﬁfoach 55 the Suf+fagi8té of 1895 can- he 95311y éeen in

\=

-
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their many letters -to the Hallfax papers. These womén nftz’w.kod Longley

,gmd his supporters and advanced vartous arguménts tuo favour of the
c‘.nft’zmc.h[semelx}t; of wémer_1. Evgu hefcﬁre I,orxglébv's ‘specch, '7'1.17'«" RItehle,
a n-o'to.d educator from Qe]]e-sley College, pressed Sufr-l‘ﬂ){"lﬂlis' “not to
glacken our ()iffor_ts.unttl the end is ﬂct'ually 'ga{n.e(l."-_ Ritchie felt
'that'a‘youthful"Canada. should be a 10.;1(19.1* In this movement "sluce :lf we .
"wait till the whole communicy is ln favour-of w_o.maﬁ ﬂ\lf('._l';lg(;., the,
ch'z._mge wil] come rather as a yc.‘_\}o]nt'inn than as an o.\roh'ntlon." She ngt
Ox;]y felt tl}‘at woman of the "so called lelsure (:1:}53'; should take n:
wider 'l:nt'ter_cst fn public a!-"Fa‘lrs, but th:\(.-w()fk._ing clags women needad .
the Fra'lnchtsc. "NQ 'cla:ss ShOu']_c.i be 1L;ft'h) the mercy of legislators

v

who, as regards that class, are totally irresponsible.” Mrs. M. R.

2

. Chesley, of Lunenburg, wrote a lengthy "scathing reply” tg Longley

whlch appeared in the Halifax Herald. A loungtime sul?-ﬁjng.lq-(‘ and member

of the W.C.T.U., Chesley was devast:;ted.hy"the defeat of the 1895 bill,

'

and, as well,. by Longley's dismissal.of the W.C.T/U. supported peti-

_tlons. “"Men", she felt,__ "are not, unalded, capabler of regulating the
morals -of a community.” Chesley felt that women were able to risk “the

'.stratn'up'on our,deltca.te moral, Fib.'r(;." o.f deposi'ttn'g';x _b':}! Ilo'_t once In
four yeérs. ‘She Sllggésged that M. 'Lofngle}"s "vtctous'w?)men"'wvro the
"‘x:es-s‘pectable »,wa'g'e earning womeﬁ ;11.1 lovm-" the province.” Noit r,'_)’_nly drd
"viclous woxne'n'i.'not consti.tu'tc.an a.r.m,yl.; bt for ev.ery‘on'ev .Bucb wom.an.
there ‘were "prol>‘z;b1_$' a d'o.,zcn vici.oué' men,” Syh-‘e .:;t;{ted ‘cl-\at_ ;10t only
o di_d‘_ the W.C/T.U. and provinclai, cieirgymgn su.p[iort tI;e petlt..i,‘rm' bur that

suffrage support 'throughou; Nova Scotia was yirow_f_ng.n

P4



Hannah Curﬂis Brown, of Yarmouth, expressed her "mingled cmotlons
of surprise, shame, (aund) Indignation.”. She was suvrprised "that wen in

.public l}fe,-nré so unfit for the doclety of decent refined w0ﬁen," and

that exposure to such meaq would “contamidate” a lady. Brown claimed
'thqtuhen had “proved unfatthfnl .to thelr trust. They. have nbither.beéﬁ

just nor generous towards women. She scoffed at jeers of unscrupilous

N

womeni_not only were they in equal proportions to "viclous men” but

W

guch tratts oceuvrred because “"they have been trained-to regard them=

gelves asg merejcha;teis, subject to the will of their lords and
wasters.” Shcicriciclzed the assumptlon that every woman was sure to
Bbcomo a wife and mother. This waé_l@posslh]e sald Brown, "firstly

) - - ~ . ) N
there,are not men enough, and secondly,-a large majority of them are

5

aot worth marrylng.” Attorney Cencral Tongley 'had said that the true

and highest functlon. of wowmen.was firstly to .hbear and bring "up

children, secondly. to .Lmﬁroye homélife,- thirdly "to charm men and make

-

the world pfensnnL, sweet and agreeable”, and fourthly “to be kindly
and loviqé,'to be sweet and to be cherished, to be-weak and conftdiﬁg,

»

to be protected and to be the object of man's devotion.” Brown stated

- . one half of the married women have to bear, rear and
‘_ﬁaihtain their children. And sometfmes support thelr
fusbands, as well. How “"sweet .and, confiding” the hard-
worked mother of a large family can be whose “protector”
"ts a profligate,  a drunkard, whose tenderest “devotion” is
_expregsed by a curse or a blow, one can-easily imagineé.
. ¢ . . -
She clatmed that’ women occupled a "degraded” posltion politically,

sexually and in.the. domegtic realm.  Brown also consiﬂqred-tbe>possibke

~cconomic beneftts of suffrage. Longley's éogtention that women might

uspurp male jobs made her wonder if fhe‘w0u1d_define'the speclal sort Qf)

N
"

. labor which belongéi%xclusively‘to the"mascullne sex.” In an argumght

1472
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‘they ave, and to make laws to that end.

far from the position of maternal feminists, she stated that “"women ask

only the right to protect themselves; they demand cqual payments for

equal “skill, dvrespective of sexﬁlg

C. J. Willis, of Halifax, Telt {t was "strange how those who

‘opposc women's suffrage harp on the one string, namely that o' home.’

She felt that Longley led people to believe that the onl§'w0mon who

would vote” were those who wére “consclous of their fnab{lity to charm . .

‘men ~ awful thought - [énd] have nothing left fa 11fe but to plant

themselves at the ballot hox, and hustle for dear Life”, thus creatling

a “retgn of terror” In the home. Willls stated that Longley's view of

women was that of rhe soclety women who “have never thought of 11{fe

beyond thelr own narrow clrelte of balls and cendless rounds of

pleaspréﬁ"The same women who (elt Lt "unwomanly” to vote did not

consider that (L was Tunwomanly™ to charm wmen at halls - "we have all

scen them and Lt can hardly be.called dressed, can 1£77 asked Willls.

She emphasized that "howe is aTways'thb Firse thing consldered by every

true woman”.’ Ru{, sie continued,
this leads me to shy that Lf women want the franchlse for’
one thing more than another it (s for falr play In wages.
In no eﬁploymént are they pald as'well as men ... Women do
not wlhsh to undeérbld men, but are forced to take what they
can get in the way of pay, or go wlthout, which Lb_hany
means starvation. - ' - -~

Y]

"Tn simtlar veln Mary H. Elliott, of‘Lawreﬁﬁetown, the Supeyihtehdvnr of

.the franchise divigton of the Maritime W.C.T.U., wrote that laws dld

not protect wonen.. "1t sults some!, she gald, "to keep women where
: ~19

s
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There were supporters of the female enfranchisement movement, .

such as “"Canada™, Mr. J. L. Dawson, the husband of the first womaﬁ
graduate of Mount Allison University, J. S. Coffin, and "J. 0. S." of

Truro, who approached suflrage frqm.a maternal poéitlon and felt that

"women trouble ‘themselves little with politics except in so far as: the

moral reforms which are desired.” The majority, however, saw. the vote

N

ag a way-Lo obtata total social and economlc parity with men and

-perhaps elluinate the Lnéqualitles {n soclety. Suffrage mottos éuph as’

"“Canada's Daughters Should be Free",'”No Sex 1n Citixenshtb", "Women

are half the People” aﬁd:"Woman, Man's Equal” indicate that the true
, . .

" tomorrow.

" demonstrate the solldarity behind the franchise movement, many women

.

motivatlon !thnd the suff. age movemgnt of the late 1800's ‘was not

A

maternal femintsm, but rather a desire Fér-equ;litx.hetwéén the’
saxeé.zo
The'suff;aglsﬁé, evén-aftef tﬁ@ defeat of thg frﬁnchtée bill in
the.legislature ia M;rch of L8§5, remalnéd confident . of vicfor}.‘In
April q.,S. Céffin,.of Auburn, Kings Couéty{ refeyred‘to_the'granting,

2

of suffrage to South Australla women and said, "The legislature of Nova,

“Scottia will go and do Ii&gwise as surely as the suarise shall come

'..21

In order to-kéep their: position altveiin the publlc mldd, and to
) . . k ) , . A .

¥

‘partlcipated in a Hallfax munlcipal election in April leSi- The

1

municipal vote had becn extended a few years earller ‘to unmarried women

and widows who‘fulfilled'cerfatn qualifications. Previous ﬁo 18995

”dnly a few'avatiled themselves of the pfivilege, ~‘haif a dozen pf 80

on an average perhaps In each ward.” Femal¢ supporters of'mayprality

B

.
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cnndidéte‘J; C..HaéKLntbsh sent a clccular ﬁo.ali Qagoﬁ'onfltled to
vote:l it dﬁ%biaimea phrﬁ§ aff;iigtiAn hﬂt guggested support for
MacKintﬁsh as he.was'hopﬁo;edg'not suppértedoﬂy the Sdlo;n:&lgmén(-"
.Tbe'lettér'demonstracgd ﬁﬁe {nterest of ”bromﬁncnt wqmén fn ﬁnllfn(j
such as Mrs.” A. M. Bell, ﬂré.'C.Archiﬁa]h} Mrs. A. Leonowensg, iQd Lh;
Misses Ritcﬁic, mést of whom wqrygaff}l(ntud with the W.CT.UL :fhc'
letter éxplained "Why E&gry—Wﬁﬁan Who iﬁ_Qqéﬁ%f{CQ Should Vote.

|

Fivstly, ag taxpayers, wowmen Had a “direct interest I{n the pxpenditure

-

. j

of taxes; sécondly,_thy had d‘réspons{b(]rty‘tu promotea and {nfluence
éood men in the cohﬁcﬁi;'anqﬂthtfdly; ;heyvhnd the moral duty to oppoﬁv
thelltduér interesks. The fourth bo{nt éné that faflure to oppose the -
1LQu5r interests hel%cd "to swﬁll_the Qote of»thosg who “favor the
zf{dqor Lr;fficf' Finally thé clreular d{swlwsed the "é;Qllsh ldc?“

that votlng was unwomanly. "The ladles who supporred this lotter had

N

formed a committee of ladies to escort the timld to-the polling

: .

place.22
Y

»

The electioh showed the growing strength of the Fehinlnt'ﬁhalnnxﬁ

r

Tn the Acadfan Recorder "NDoesticks” commenred on the "very gtronuous

effort that has beeo made to (nduce the sex to” ‘come ﬁut' on the

v S, .

occasion”.  Theré were two new glements-ln this clvic contest. One was
t N . “ ——— . R . . .
thaty electors were entltled tg vote even wlith thelr taxes vapald. The
4 l"f.’ w“ . 4 ; . e " ' ) = . Y
second was that "whe¥e helrs or devisces of estates are asgsessed an,
such, thelr names weve eatftled to go on the llst™. This last polnt’

. was little kndwn; it was discovéred by.the MacKintogh forces ﬂhbptly

before the clection. Subsequently, many fémale voters were.added to

:cheilists.g The Acadian Recorder Fclﬁ "Lt may have been legal, all
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. A -
'S rLghf;‘but ftt led to greét absurditcy.” Esﬁates.thaﬁiprevioﬁsly'had
. . o T : T ; : K
4 ncvef hadvmpre'than one vote now had from three to six namégton the’
f]igts andia larée ﬁhmbe;‘of pergons wefe "greafly sufpfised ﬁb fi;&-
tﬂé;_ghqy hﬁd tﬁe‘éuffi;ge, but 13 nearly é;ery inSCHﬁce-availed thgma.
. P oo T ) l AR ) ')\‘

selves of 1t = elther on one side or th® other.” These voters, the

.

_néwgpaper commented,: did so-"principally 1in pﬁe Lower Wards.” .The
newspaper  later contradictcd itself,fhowéver,”clatm1ng that large

t;;,/ﬁumbgrs of women refuged to vbtg~on the grounds that “"they didn't. think.
P ST - -

women shbuld vote.” - | . o

WHiLe vottng'lists for this electlon are unavailable, glven that
npprowimaLe]y 150 remalc names 5T were-on ear]&e} 1{sts, and that an’
- I N . BN A . ' :

ndd[tional 200 new mames were qdded 1t'wou1d_apﬁear'that the total-
2 . el . )

Ligt Included soﬁc 350 to 400 female voters. iq the Hal{ifax mhﬁiciﬁél
celection of I805 three hundred qiwty SLVen women voted Representatton

(%omaall 1& wardq was fairly eqnal from a 1ow Qf 38 in Ward 3 to &

A

. v o

L hlgh of 91 in Wnrd 3. Fhis showq a f@lrly gven dis lr{burion From alt .’

'c1ﬁssc§.of ﬂctivc VOLers throughout the Ctty 23 : . '_ N

v

':win 1897;1tﬁ'U\érqer'mwnicipal clcction, dééﬁifé the fact. that
- Fémaje he}fs to eséa&é wore no 1oﬁge;\entit] d'to voto _282 wbmén.ca§t;
"iHaLlots. vInﬁngéstiHad afopgea off ﬁost'in the gppérLCLQSS wafds;'gut
-.-U; iq sctll fatr ‘to say t-ha't _w-émer{_.o‘fy_é_ll'v clé}iss_es_’;_V’Ot_;:d‘zwvﬁ:e'_n 't:h:ey

P
I '

obLa!ned tht munictpal'franphiséfA Othersf whp'Wpfé lexcluded from the.
L. . S . e e i C o T

-_Franchtse _alsd‘tflea-to‘vote dt these eleétidnﬁ: -The Acaaian:Recorder

v o i .

~-humourou91y rcported %aqeq {o- previous elections when wgmcn tried to

\

n s Y

vote: N o
L ' ropresentattves at the. polls ‘tell of a would de voter who,
' o re1urtant1y admlttod rhat her huqhand was, alive “but he
SR S LI .
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was not much good to her™; and another, that “the-lagt
time she heaig from him he was very sick and not expected
to regover ] r '

With edcouragemeht.and support from female reformers Haltifax women

enthuqtasticaliy exercised the [(ranchise. Whilc'SOmp felt that were ft

3

not For certaln exciting isgues these women might not have voted; “Nova

Scotia women showed a far greater Interest fu voting than has ever been

%

attributed to themi . . T

1f_historiaﬁé havé ién;red the éarly_Nova Scorla suf[rn@ists;in;
general, this is éven more trhé-of the female voters Af”the lower
clagsses - wpméh &hp constitpted the rank and Tll?'b(_thd guffrAgﬁ
movement. Lower class suppoft for femélé enfrénchisoment,_lika that éf‘

the reform leaders, was based upon the idea of equality between the

, and

sexes.  Yet after 1896 the womentum for female snf[rﬁgv declined

1ﬁpiici§ crlttque of industy(altzéﬂ‘sqplety 1nhere§t'in the unrly

'Lnfrdnch{ ement moveme Ht was grndunlly qupplantLd by an essgentially

{

conservative maternal feminist Vision. After the turn of the centyry

) - : K . . .
migddle cyhss refdrmefs stopped addncss}ng quegtions of soclal and
{ .

econom1 fequality and tncrpaQingly 0mphaslm<thc ﬂﬂﬂWﬁﬂrrunTur{ny

:Vtrtuos og\vomanhood Iin ordpr to Approprfatn ChAL very LernIn from the -

+

anri—quffr(§{et opposition In doing so, however,_they ejﬁntually,f‘

4 C _ - .
™ found that supecioryty.dn mordl and maternal attrihutes made real

lequal&ty an lmpdss{bfl{tyﬁ

The - first step in- thi's d(rect{on: and ‘one that many suffraglists
P * " L c . .

bigtefly.rCSGnted was the change In the enfranchisement hill that would

. ' o | . ' :
- exclude married women from voting. There was-a general fecling that

LhelIBQS bLL1 “did not claim more than half coaough.”. In Aprif of that

4
s

, It o -l/I .71'.



year J.S." Coffin of Xing County wrote to the Halifax Herald:

It was a poor emasculated affalr ... Tt - gseemed to have
been framed 8o prudently and cautfously ... that {ts
passage would have been a calamity to the cause It aimed
ostensibly to promQte:A’Fhus it has often been 'that many a

" well-lntentioned movement has creépt discretely and warlly-
into a nameless-grave ... let the next bill hat gshall he
tntroduced be far more vradical fn 1ts scope.

.

In 189?, a revised hti}, hased-mpongtﬁé 1893 btll, @hic# gupported
Cnfrnnch[se@éét of wo%en on an equal basils «ith ‘men, w#s qqickly de-
Afontgd'in the 1egislggure‘hy.p vgté of 23 to 6{' This defeat
temporafliy;killed the enf}ancbiscmgnt'movemfnf In the 1pgislatufe.
Bgt reformers attempﬁed to keep sﬁff}née in the pudblic eyé; Duéing.the
nextféew ;ears varlous debates, - lectures, and dlscués}onQ dcwonstrated‘

26

the continuation of reform effortldy In Nova Scotia. If the reforwmers
. _ & _

malntaflaed the movement they did so diﬁfe?ently than in 1895. The

_shff}ngists; having lost the battle to pecople who promoted maternal

“feminiat pringtples, regrouped around that same banner. Now suf-
. . : . . i . . A .

frugtégs Jjolded antf*suffragﬁsts in prpclaiming female superfority in
the domesf?c’sphere. Tﬁ turn tssﬂes of sexuai ecquality Qeré_}argeiy«
Fofgotten.’Indeca, wheh“the ne;L méjbr sufffége ﬁromotion émergedf thg
’téeology.of matérnai %epigism_preval]ed.

Thé'issde.i;voivcd‘phe p]aégmeat of women on Nov; ééotﬁan school ™
boards,jé topic whiéh,percb}ated:for the next flftgeﬁ;yeafs{ 'Aithough
there we}e éafls fof ;epresenﬁafiqﬁ“as ea;iy as 1902, it waé not.until
1909 thd;{g forceéul Qriye‘fof th;s'réform cémﬁenced.‘_gﬁthet thép
attemptlng to fight the issde-@n ;ﬁ election, ;ge‘Ha)Lfax-l;C;wu
_iénde;s'lA‘thé,ﬁbvement.wapted the'governménﬁ'to‘hppoigt a femalé

schoolboard member.  The L.C.W. had a certain type of woman in mind.

1
'
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As‘é 1éttpr to the Halifax Dni{x @ghg clatmed,

“the right kind of woman, whose sympathles have been nur-
tured in the envidonment of her own chlildren possess a
deeper instight ,into child 1lfe aad entld nature than Ia’
possible for any man, even for the tralned. teacher.

: 5 - ! .
For suffragists and anti-suffragists the cventual acceptance of woemen
on schodlboards was ratlonallzed as aproduct of woman's "Intuirive

knowledge of child nature, and'thvt}'kedn personal faterest in cthg

welfFare ...- [that] supplements the knowledge of busiaess and executive

27

ablility of wmen cowmissioners.”
' LDuring the irst two decades -of the tweatfcth ceatury, matarnal
~feminism became the only ground for female ehfrnuvh{somoﬁt. Dceas-

sitonally there was a ravre person such as avthor and soclal reformer

]

Marshall Saunders who wrote to the Echo fn 1909 statfing that "there
should be no sex in citizenship .uﬁLibctLy and equality for n]l; and

‘co-opevration for perfect work.” But more genera!ly'the fdeology of

maternal feminism prevailed. . Appeals both for votes for women and For
©. women Co vote-were based on woman's supposed abilities In motherlng and
housekeeping: .In 1915,when Mary Ritchie wrote a letter to female

vqfers urging them to part{ctpate, she reflected the views of almogt,

‘

Jall suffraglsts. Womea needed to vote In' thls municipal election, .she

“claimed, in ovdér to-fmprove “"dear old dlrty Hallfax.” Clean water,
meat killed under hyglenic cohdic{ons, pure milk, and npmore "microbe—,
laden dust” were the lssues for female voters, to consider. The lgsue

of equality had been supplanted by a commitment to munfcipal honse-

o

keeping.
The carly suffragists wanted more thaQ‘pblttjcdi equa]fty; they

also desired sexual and economlc equality. 'Like other feminists who

+ .
x -

. . . s

-
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concentrated on chailqng[ng traditional nottons of women's sexuality,

bhystcality, and the 'proper gphere' — whether they be philanthropic

reformers or pald-workers —--suffragists eventually narrowed thelr

I A R 3 . \ * . -
viglon to one that emphaslized woman's moral and maternal superiority.-

 Eventually female enfrauchisement became a reality. -Without the widéer

:

. ) . o . \.' . - .
gcope of the early critical fewmlalst vision, however, suffrage was

hardly a radical achlevement. The métamorphﬁsis from a critical to a

.
.

v

masquerade as the triumph of the woman's .movement. Tn the long run

femlnlsts would discover that the loss of a crtticalkfeminﬁst.perspec~_

tive eliminated the posatbility of a broader cconomic and social

ehnnllty for women.

maternal fem{nism eventually allowed the attainment 'of suffrage to.
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CONCLUSTON

The “women refdrmers of Victorfan Nova ScotiA\tnfluonced important
' . . . \ A
changes both In the definitlon of womanhood, and Xn woman's place in

the broader public sphere.. But - as this thesis has Qfmonsqr@ted - the
) ' . ‘ ) N . .- . \ ‘ ) .
feminigt abandonment Uf.ﬂ ¢ritical response to the development’ of
tndustrial ¢ apltnliqm lad to results thnt were much more limited thah
carly femintsts had ovig ginally {ntondgd . When these women oveﬁtuﬂlly e

embraced a maternal fdeolagy, they unwittiggly encouraged tqo marginal -~

: Lo . \ . .
ization of women within the working, recreatfonal,. educakional and
. N . \

\
.ot Y

political world., .Tn addition, they allowed women's~sexuallty'go become

the most tmportant aspect,pf-all‘feminihe endeavors. ) ) \

\ .

* M * . . \\ -
A ‘comparison of the: late nineteenth century women's movement Lo

- . . N

that of thHe carly twéntieth .century demonstrates the chaage of direc-

PO ' &

tion from-a critical to-a maternal Femtnt L poaition Even thaose

alneteenth century women reformers who were flrmly entrenched {n:a

maternal orientation understood and deplpred'the exploit{ve'character—'

1sttes of modern capltalisn. Fhiq analysi) was dtscarded however,

~ . . . ) \~

.after the turn df the ‘century, when reformersuemphasized ‘the preserva-

tlon of ‘'women's Spclhl;;moral and reproductive-qualities.

The mphasiq on these feminine qualttteq dominated the twentieth

o

century world of work and recreation. n sports,ifcmale reformers

fud}qstea their e arly ob]ccrtve of eacoura ging healthy aud praceful

women to a positton-which saw thg utility of athle tic endeavor@ on]y hy
terms of {ts relationship to women's reproductive destiny.’ 'Similarif
in the work world, turn—of—the-century'feﬁinists discarded an analysis

that at once demanded gendeﬁ equality in waéﬁs and cond?mngd the
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exp]oiéatton of labour. Tnstead they rallied arooad the {deology of

@

maternal feminism - qftoq opening new doors for women - but eventually

S
.

Limlting women to marginaltzed gender-segregared roles In a wonld_whcrn

- /
male workers dominated.

'

Twentieth Ceﬁfury refodmers also.tgnqred the éarly'fcmlnlnis'
critiq$e.of tge }elarlon'betwuen’tﬁo gexes,. 1qclud}ng’§tgia%51ysls af
fashiﬁn and ﬁaterialigm. .Like cﬁe reformers-lnvolvod'in sﬁo(t, worlk
and philanthropy, seccond gonerntlén reformers emphasizod sﬁqéifﬁca!ly

"feminine' qualities such as virtue and morallty, .and, of course,

- Py

women's maternal, and reproductive capabflitias.
The ultimate achievemant of rhe Victorian vomens movement {n,

Nova Scotla was the attalnment of suffrage for women.’ But even suf-

fraglism reveals the trvansformatdon from an carller copcern with

political and gconomic equality to twentieth cewtury maternallism.  Tn
. . - . .

the later period .feminiats saw the vote ak n'dvvice which would]a{lnw‘

women's wurturing virtues to come Into play. Given the broader-

. o . _ . . ( ;
objectives of ninetecnth century femfaists, therefory, the edentual,

granting of the vote 'to women was at best a_pdrtia] victory.
LIt s impossibie to. confirm yhy~£he metamorphosis from nJrrlﬁicnk
to a maternal féanist sensibility occurred, However, It appears that

N to '

class'coﬁfltct;in Victorian Nova ‘Scordia soclety may beat the root of

this transformation. The leaders of: the women's fmovement, -both before
and aftev the turn of the‘cencUry, were educnted middle class won¢n.

While they no doubt had a sincere desire to reform soclety, often they
had no definite blueprint of how change could be effected. Without a

. “' ) N R - . . . . .
clear and coherent analysis of the way in whlch their world worked,

M ¢ . . . -
,
e
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they approached socldl problems in a piece-meal fashion. Turthermore .

.

some'enrly Feﬁiants, despite thelr qritlcgl'senstbtfities; may not

. \

have destred a full socfal transformation. Such a thorough~goidg

change might well reduce thelr sorial stand}ng,Aa status that many

womea ohtained becausce of . thetr roles as middle~class wives and

daaghters. ‘In addition.th@sp womea who dld comprehend that .real

eqiality depended upon challenges to the system of wage labour, [found
that the fLédgling Ma?it1mé“socialtsp movement had 1ittle room in their

ranks for women. Soctalists, 1lke the staunchest supporters of
capitalism, adhered to the maternal role for women:]

Ultimately, therefore, women reformers adopted a course of

maternal feminism that at once undercut opposltion to the woman's

movement —~ such.as In the case of suffrage. - and which provided -both an

accessible and comfortable:vehicle for reform.” What .would have been
hard For them to foresee at-the turn of the century, was_that the

limited scope of maternal feminism promised ‘only short—term solutions

" to the problems of.socleéy: In the long term, however, maternal

feminism also resulted fn the legitimation and Institutionalizatlon of

génde§~related_tnéqpajttteﬁ. _ . A N

] . R P



FOOTNOTES:  CONCLUS TONG

Linda Kealey, "Canadian Socfallsm .and the Woman Questlon, 1900=
19147, Labour/Le Travail, 13 (S])rlng, 1984), pp. 77-100; Carol
‘Bacchi, "Divided All.egi{mées: The “Response of Farm and Labour
Women to Suffrage”, in Xealy (ed.), A Not -Unreasonable Clainm, pp.
89-108. Sec also Kealey, “Intrvoduction’, . Ibid., pp. 1-14. -
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APPENDIX T’

..1hcAfollowLng pbng'represqnt the attitudes of Nova

. varfousg- socfal 1ssues.
‘Suffrage:
'WHEN THE LADTES VOTE

What will the country be
When the ladies vote?
Sti1l the land of 1llberty,
When the ladies vote?
‘Will they govern every town
-Will they crush the poor man down,
‘Sage, philosopher .and clown,
When the ladies vote?

WLIL they stand up in the cars;
When the-ladies vote?

‘WilL they close up all the bars,
When the ladies vote? )
Will they wait and 'watch at night,
For a husband when he's tight?
Not by a something sight,
-When the ladies vote.

AWLll'condbctors pull thcir bells,
“When the ladles vote,
While the fair exchange Earewellq,
_ When the ladies vote?’
Will they stact their cars.and go
"~ A& they do just now, you know?
No, they will not dare do so,
When the 13dk§§ vote.
: RN
Oh! the mgn'wns’t be so mean,,
When the ladies, vote,
And go out the acts between,
" When the -ladies vote.
"Nor' the funny writers say
What they've said for many a day,
Of the high hats &t the play, =
When the ladies vote.

Oh! we'll all gee hetter days,
When the ladies vote; - - N

We will walk in wisdom's- way°"'
When the ladies, vote

All the . kinds of Lrade will hum
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.~ And-éhc_happy‘times will come -
The grand millenium, -
When the. ladles vote.

Acadian Recorder — November 6, 1888 .

"1f a body pays the taxes
Surely you'll agrée,
That a body carns the franchise
“Whether he or she.
Every city has tts fathers
Honors them [ mean; R oo
Then - cevery clty must have mothvlq
tht the house be vlean

W.C.T.U., Eaclosure, -Annual
Convention, 1912, P A.N.S:, MG2O,
Vol 156 . )

Home Life:

The home 13 a refuge frowm strife .

A comfortiag shelter from-storm,

The dearest of placfs, the glory of lifv
AR ' Where hearts are most tender and warm.

J.C.T.U."Buy Your Own Cherrles"
P.A.N.S. MC20, Vol. 506-#17-

—

L

Temperence: P ' T
. Buy ybuf own cherries, your dear “nes
C§/ L Are longling For cherrtes and bread.:
0 let not strong,drink,rob ‘the ¢hildren
Buy cherries, falr cherrles Instead.

o W.C.T.U. “Buy Your Own Cherries®
oo _ LALN.S. MG20, Yol. 506 #17

Playground Refora:

. . "Proud is-the city she finds a place for many a fad ‘to-day,
" But she's more than blind (F she ‘falls to find a plnce far the
boys to play, : .
Give chem a chance for lnn0CLnt sport

'
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- TN -
- .
Five them a-chance for fun, ~ - R - o
Bettor a playground plot than a coﬂrt and. jail when the harm 13
done. | : TR ‘ .
“Glve them a chance ~ 1F you et{nt rhcm mot tomorrow y&fll have .
tv pay, . . o B
S A lnrgtr_btll'For a darker [11 80 give them o place. to play!~ .
N ) : S o Hdlffﬂ& L.C. w._Photaco ies ‘ -
.0 PR -~ PLALN.S..MC20, Vol: 1015 #37 b-q. .
a Drcés'héforp andftﬁe Heﬁlwémnn ‘ -

T stand "in the cold as_this story is told, .
with naught but an.old flannel skirt, and - - .0 L o
. my legs are a11 frObt for my tLouSqu I've loat - o
T omy wife has a new harem skirt. '

‘ R When abroad she dath roam I have to st1y homc
' *" arrayed in her old linen dress since this
Fashion from France, She's taken wmy pants

and will wear thcmﬂforcver I'guess.

R ) S ’ : : o . " Acadian Re&érdér,‘Ap%i] 1

THE NEW MAN T 7 .
. . &\' ) :

Now Fommy, denrA 1uqt run down._ %tairs

and get your papa's shawl; ' o :

I mustn't make your mother watr ~we'ra L '

“golng to the ball L s

T left her 4n the dlntng room at hcr clgars .
_ - and ‘wine; B :

.She looks so brave and- mqn)y 1n that new _

erSb guit oF mino S L - ) S

o

P

- o

L e . : To night 1 nhould have - worn it, Towm, but’ o
N .. Savah's sage decree v e el T
;'//-' ’ : : Declares your mother' s ‘ball dress 1is the V.
véery thing for me.: .
To night I put my male attire forevcr on .
.. the shelf; . . ' o,
‘And assume the\atts and graces of my
femininic'seyf :

Fhere '8 only. o&e thtng, Fommy,_love,‘rhat
L . marqlthe doctd "s plan -
e I "Tis: ndL. my volce alone which will prO*w»
A . o . ‘claim \U'm stif 1a man;
TR e With: arms and‘neck decollete I do not
T ‘ ‘ dwell ‘with joy S

T R Y




On how %omc South Sea Tslandcrs rqttoovd
me as a boy. . '

_ T ve a croae upon the left arm and an
! . anchot on the right; , 9
. I'm afratd: Lhe girls will titter when my

Lo . Shou1dors come 1n Lght !
- ' H There's a fancy: SkLLLh of Sataw Fpod{ng Dol : )
_ ‘souls’ with brimstone stew, SO S N
- ' ' . Aud. a most. exciting. p{ctuto of a COCk fight - o .
: ' o " in Corfu. - I . A
Now; Jape; stt get my smelling salts - - T
] ) "twill help me with my. necrves, . ] . '
e ‘And brace your maqter up. whlle he diq~ . .o ‘
S , plays his curves. :
) Tonight I'1L die or conquer a11 the'gnllant
hearts Ln town - : : :
: Conround that flannel peL(lcoat ~-Y hope it
: won't q]ip down .. . '
. Oh; L heavr your miqtrgsa Lalling, nnd ter
) getting pretty 1ace. .
A-touch of rouge; wome power there; and
_ _ set my hip pads straight. )
s e _: Lo ) I'm coming! Ta, ta, s-ony. "Now your
. .. . . papa'll cut’ a dash, - S ' L
' ? » - " - And ‘he'll show 'em' How a marciled man | : ,
‘ C © can wake and-keep a mash. . : .
: Acadian Recorder, March 30, 1895 )
. 1
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