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RELATIONSHIP PATTERNS OF THE FEMALE 

JUVENILE DELINQUENT 

by 

Normand Roger Levasseur 

This study looks at the relationship patterns of 
female juvenile delinquents before and after insti
tutionalization and at some factors that might have 
brought about changes in these patterns. 

Nine girls forming the senior group at the No.va Scotia 
Home for Girls in Truro, Nova Scotia, were interviewed 
in December 1968. , The information gathered by a semi
structured interview was explored and the major trends 
were described by tables. 

The findings suggest that the relationship patterns of 
the girls were quite ·poor before institutionalization 
but that those patterns had improved since they had 
been at the Home for Girls. A suggested reason for 
this was the existence of more understanding and kind
ness on the part ,of the staff of the institution. It 
was recommended that all personnel in rehabilitation 
units should be understanding and be able to express 
it, and that social workers should attempt to explain 
the importance of understanding and kindness to the 
girl's parents. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

.; 

A problem with which Social Workers are 

presently involved is that of juvenile delinquency. 

Usually, any offender up to the age of seventeen or 

eighteen can be classified as a juvenile delinquent. 

In this study the juvenile delinquent will be the 

adolescent offender between the age of fourteen and 

seventeen. In the rehabilitation of these individuals 

a therapeutic relationship has to be established. In 

order to improve this basic ingredient of rehabili

tation more knowledge of the previous relationship 

pattern is needed. By exploring the individual 

delinquent's pattern before and after institutional

ization and by exploring the factors that might have 

brought about a change, it is hoped that there will 

be more information on how to improve this therapeutic 

relationship. The first step is to review what some 

researchers have already said about the relationship 

pattern of juvenile delinquents. 

In the introductory chapter of her thesis for 

the Maritime School of Social Work, Diana Alice 
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Bernard (1967) said: 

Adolescence is a particular stressful 
period in the individual's life; it is 
the crossroad between childhood and 
adulthood. During this stage the 
individual struggles to adjust his 
personality according to the values and 
norms of several social systems. If 
this adjustment fails to take place in 
the family due· to the dysfunction of 
the total family unit, or the poor 
relationship of the main figures in the 
family, or disturbed relationship 
between parents and child, the adolescent 
is ill-prepared to meet social expec
tation outside his family, and 
consequently he must use deviant bepavior 
to achieve this adjustment. 1/ 

This statement by Bernard emphasizes the importance 

of relationship within the family and points out that 

a dysfunction in this area can lead to deviant behavior 

on the part of family members. 

The importance of this relationship factor was 

also emphasized in the 1930 1 s when William Healy and 

Augusta F. Bronner did one of the first studies which 

focused not only on the delinquent child but also on 

his entire family. A careful analysis was done 

comparing the delinquent and his non-delinquent 

sibling. Both boys and girls (to the ratio of six 

boys to one girl) were · studied and the comparison of 

1/ Diana Alice Bernard, PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP AND 
ILLEGITIMA.EY, p. 2. 
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delinquents and non-delinquents was made irregardless 

of sex. These delinquent boys and girls were compared 

to the non-delinquent male or female siblings who were 

closest in age. In their study Healy and Bronner 

treated male and female delinquents in the same way 

and attributed to each the same causal factors. 

In this comparison Healy and Bronner looked 

at the 143 delinquents in their sample in terms of 

such factors as: history of illness, adaptation to 

school, academic functioning, I.Q., personality, socio

economic class. Major emotional disturbances were 

discovered in 131 or 92% of the instances. Of these, 

~3 delinquents had the Ufeeling of being rejected, 

unloved or insecure in affectional relationship." 

(Healy and Bronner, 1936, p. 49) Thus, lack of 

affectional relationship between parents and child was 

an important factor in the background of the delinquent. 

The statement of Bernard and the study of 

Healy and Bronner suggest that relationship patterns 

of delinquents are far from being satisfactory. This 

study will attempt to analyse the relationship of 

delinquents to determine whether or not they are 

satisfactory. In the second step, the study will 

analyse relationship patterns after institutional

ization to see if they have changed. If change is 

- 3 -
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evident exploration of the reasons for this will be 

made. The final stage of the exploration will attempt 

to determine what is needed for the juvenile to 

establish satisfactory relationships with their 

parents and with others in the outside world. 

Because of the lack of time and the exploratory 

nature of this investigation, this study will be 

restricted to only a small number of delinquent girls. 

Following Healy and Bronner•s premise of similarity 

between male and female delinquents, our findings 

should then be applicable to the relationship pattern 

of the male delinquents. However, this will have to 

be verified by future research. 

onl7 
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CHAPTER II 

METHOD 

The sample for this research project consisted 

of girls from the Nova Scotia Home for Girls in Truro, 

Nova Scotia. This home is for non-Catholic delinquent 

girls and serves the Maritime Provinces. The girls 

have all been sentenced to the home by a juvenile 

court. The sentences are usually for an indefinite 

period of time and the girls stay at the home until 

the director of the school feels they are ready to 

return to society. 

This institution was chosen because it was 
I 

the only one in the area that could offer a large 

enough sample of girls between the ages of fburteen 

and sixteen. The sample consisted of the entire 

population of nine girls who formed the senior group 

at this school in December, 1968. Age was the only 

variable that could be controlled. The population 

of delinquent girls in the institution was so small 

that control for such variables as religion, 

education, social class, and geographic area was 

impossible. 

- 5 -



.-.i t:f.... A sample of nine is too small to use as a 

basis for generalizations. This study simply explores 

the topic, and the findings are not generalized. 

However, they can be utilized as guidelines in further 

research. 

The data for this study were gathered by a 

semi-structured questionnaire. The exploratory nature 

of the study required in-depth information and thus 

most of the questions were open-ended. Interviewing 

had advantages over asking the girl to complete the 

questionnaire. With the interview method it was 

possible to clarify certain questions and to probe 

for greater details. It was also possible to ask 

questions on topics which'were not covered on the 

original questionnaire. With these advantages of 

flexibility it was possible to obtain more valid 

data. This method has one major disadvantage. Due 

to the flexibility one researcher might ask some 

questions and get some data while another researcher 

might ask different questions and get data different 

from those gathered by the first researcher. · 

;-· Two students interested in different aspects 

of the behavior of female delinquents combined their 

questions into one interview schedule. This was done 

- 6 -
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so that the girls would not have to be interviewed 

twice and so that the interviewers would each have 

fewer people to interview. In order to be able to 

conduct an adequate interview, the two interviewers 

went over the questionnaire carefully so that they 

each knew the intention of all the questions. Each 

interviewer was thus able to look for the relevant 

answers to each question. 

The que~tionnaire was not pre-tested and 

thus had quite a few inadequacies. Many of the 

questions were of no use and others were badly formu

lated. By clarify.ing the questions and asking other 

questions which were not on the questionnaire, many 

of these problems were solved. 

The sample of girls was divided between the 

two interviewers by a Social Worker at the Nova Scotia 

Home for Girls; one interviewer was given five girls 

and the other four girls. 

The interviews were all done on the same day, 

and they lasted an average of fifty minutes each. 

Because of the different personalities of the 

respondents, each reacted differently to the · interview. 

Some were outgoing and answered quite easily. Others 

were defensive and required more clarification of the 

- 7 -



questions. One girl was really bothered by the 

questionnaire. She was very defensive and it was 

impossible to overcome this. Much probing and clari

fication was needed in her case. 

The questionnaire was in effect the question

naires of two individuals, combined in a logical way 

to make it easier for the respondents. Thus, only 

parts of the overall questionnaire are directly 

relevant to this study. The analysis is thus based 

mainly on answers to the following questions: 

I Questions 1-7: general background information 

II Questions 24-27, 36-42: kind of relationship 

and degree of involvement 

III Q..uestions 34-35, 43-44: existence of support, 

• l understanding, acceptance ' and warmth 

IV Q.,uestions 45-47: good qualities ·of people in 

general 

V Qu estions 48-50: good qualities of ideal parents 

and how girls see their parents differ from 

ideal ~ 

A second type of data useful to this •study 

was the . information taken from the girls• files and 

sent to the researchers by the director of the Nova 

Scotia Home for Girls. This information was related 

to such things as reasons for commitment and family 

- 8 -



relationship patterns. This information was useful 

in confirming the findings of the interviews. It 

can be used only with caution because it was · sent by 

the school and the researchers themselves did not go 

through the files to get the information. Furthermore, 

it is subject to the limitations of file data such as 

lack of comparability. 

The information received from those two 

sources will be analyzed and major trends will be 

shown by tables. No statistical tests will be used 

and because of the small sample size and the ' 

exploratory nature of this study, only the relatively 

strong trends will be discussed. As mentioned before, 

these cannot be generalized and will be of help in 

further studies. 
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CHAPTER III 

H, ., FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Healy, Bronner and Bernard indicate that the 

relationship patterns of the delinquent are far from 

being satisfactory. Preliminary evidence supporting 

the lack of good relationship was found in the 

information from the files of the Nova Scotia Home 

for Girls. Although files were available for only 

six of the girls, the files contained the following 

information: 

. . 

(i) Of the six girls, five came from a home 

with family problems; 

(2} Of the six girls, all had poor relation

ships within the family. 

In an attempt to confirm the data from the files and 

further explore the relationship patterns of ' these 

delinquents, the intensity of relationships were 

classified as follows: 

Nil: The girl with .nil relationships has no one 
~ 

with whom she can talk about things. This 

does not necessarily mean that she has no 

relationships and is a loner; she might have 

casual friends with whom she does things. 

,- 10 ,-



Superficial: The girl with superficial relation

... 1rl 

ships has someone with whom she can talk about 

certain things such as activities and school. 

However, she does not feel free to talk about 

personal problems • 

Intimate: The girl with intimate relationships 

can talk about her personal problems, her 

~. feelings and almost everything close to her. 

The relationship patterns of the delinquent 

girls before institutionalization can be seen in 

Table I. This table tends to confirm the poor re

lationship patterns suggested from the files and by 

Healy, Bronner and Bernard. 

As can be seen from Table I, four out of the 

nine girls had nil relationships and an additional 

three had only superficial relationships. Furthermore, 

these superficial relationships were with only one 

parent. Thus, seven of the nine girls did not have 

any intimate relationships. Of the two girls who did 

have both superficial and intimate relationships, one 

had intimate relationships with her father and her 

boyfriend and the other with her grandmother. 

In this study the girls were not asked the 

reasons for their poor relationship patterns before 

- 11 -
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'" TABLE I 

RELATIONSHIP PATTERNS OF THE DELINQUENT BEFORE ARRIVAL 
AT , SCHOOL . 

Girls Nil Superficial Intimate 

1 ~ ----. X 

2 ~ t.... .. ... X 

"' 3 I~ J X 

i" .t 4 !. t,,r .. ,. X Mother 

5 ! i,,,. X Mother 

6 ... :.i.:;..., X Father 

7 
,}: .• , < X Mother, Father, X Father, 

,. . -~ Girlfriend Boyfriend 
;t E, \, • 

8 at ,, .. X Boyfriend, X Grand-•n 1 'married couple mother 
9 ... X 

-
NRL/jc 

... _ .. r'.:I. "- .•• ., - ,,. :,. ~-· .. 

t 

, .. + I-

• 'l''' 1 ~ 
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institutionalization. However, by analysing ·their 

relationship patterns after arrival at the school, 

by analysing the reasons for changes, and by looking 

at the qualities which the delinquent girls 

considered basic to a good relationship, this study 

will attempt to deduce why the girls' relationships 

were so poor before arrival at the school. 

Table II presents the relationships of the 

girls after their arrival at the school. Comparing 

Table II with Table I it is evident that a change in 

relationship patterns has occurred. Both the number 

of intimate and superficial relationships has 

increased. After being at the school no girl has only 

nil relationships compared to four out of nine girls 

who had nil relationships before. # Furthermore, eight 

girls have been able to establish intimate relation

ships after be,i"ng at the, school, whereas two •girls 
r" . 

had intimate relationships before. Of those ' with 

intimate relationships at the school, six were 

intimate with members of the staff of the Home for 

Girls, two with a counselor and four with a Social 

Worker. 

In an attempt to explain this increase in 

intimate relationships, three girls said that they 

felt that the other individual was more understanding; 

- 13 -
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TABLE II 
,, 

RELATIONSHIP PATTERNS OF THE DELINQJJENT AFTER ARRIVAL 
AT SCHOOL 

Girls Nil Superficial Intimate 
• E r 

1 ~ .n.;: t ~ . )' ,. :..,ek \11.~ ..-t:~~ -tj j • • .. ,. X Counselor 

2 ' ~t l' r ( X girls, staff 

3 ",. J .. t i'I. 1-, t· ... i 1.!- ~- • \ IJ f r-.. l X Counselor 

4 ' •ne.,.J r • < X girls, staff, X 1 girl 
mother 

~(_: ""·, 
5 X mother X social worker 

6 X fathe~ X social -worker, 
l girl 

X mgther, X social worker, 
sister, girl father, boy-

.. , hO '1 I.Ot,"'\ ~- ! J r· , ' .. ,,_ .. friend 

,r .. 8 1e:m ~·1" ... X social worker, 
boyfriend, X grandmother 

• •1 • ,;;i-t Geen 1n \ I ( 1 married 
couple . six 

9 -·' - X: s90-ial worker, 
., .... g r ,.\ ~· 1 j;Cirl 

- --~ -
.. •'"'.'}''' ·-- t '!:l:, l!J 

RL/jc 
:. ' I t .... ,;,, ,., ,w,, l r ~ .~ ".J.I• :, .. 

t'" f, , i,l.>U,.'t ~• ih·, < ' -~ 

~ i; ..... .;. ,. t 

L 
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two girls felt that the other individual was more 

trustworthy and more understanding, and one girl felt 

the other individual was more trustworthy. Thus, four 

girls mentioned understanding on the part of the other 

individuals, and two girls mentioned trust as basic 

to forming their intimate relationship. 

Table I and Table II have suggested that the 

delinquents had poor relationship patterns before 

institutionalization and that this was changed after 

arrival at the school, possibly because of understand

ing and trust of those at the school. To further 

assess the reasons for the more satisfactory 

~ relationships, the girls were also asked what qualities 

they look for in an individual in order to be open 

with them and what traits they consider important. As 

can be seen in Table III, eight girls look for under

standing; six girls look for kindness; three •girls 

look for friendliness; two girls look for trust. 

Understanding and kindness are the two most important 

qualities looked for by the girls. Trust which was 

mentioned by several girls as a possible basis for 

forming intimate relationships with people while at 

the • school is not emphasized as a trait which is 

considered gen~rally important. 

- 15 -
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To further assess the qualities that -the 

girls consider most important and as basic to satis

factory relationships, the girls were asked to 

describe the qualities of perfect parents. As can 

be seen in Table IV all the girls look for under

standing by their parents; eight girls look for 

kindness and four for discipline. Furthermore, four 

girls need ,harmony between their parents. 

By comparing Table III and Table IV it can 

be seen that more is expected of the parents. All 

girls want understanding and eight want kindness from 

their parents while as shown in Table III eight girls 

want understanding and six girls want kindness from 

people in general. Furthermore, four girls want 

discipline from their parents while discipline was 

mentioned only once previously. 

With the knowledge of some of the factors 

which could facilitate relationships between parents 

and their delinquent child, it is interesting to look 

at the qualities which the girls presently see in 1 

their parents. Unfortunately, there is no way of 

determining the extent of these qualities. 

As seen in Table V, understanding, acceptance 

and encouragement are present in at least one parent 
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TABLE V 

QUALITIES SEEN BY THE DELINQUENT IN HIS P.ARENTS 

..... Girls Under- Harmony Acceptance Encourage- None 
standing ment 

~~1t: 

l ;:::,1 X 
' 

J X Mother X 

2 ~ t.~"' X 

3 L' 11<. a n ... X 

4 •• -..t~. 'r' < X 

5 X Mother X Mother 

6 JC ~- ,. X X 

7 X t• r X " t "- r X 

8 ,, .; . ,, • I X X Mother .;-".. 

9 ' t._ ; ,t t~· • ·L, t X. 

TOTAL 4 1 4 4 4 

NRL/jc 
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of four of the girls. As seen in Tables III and IV 

acceptance and encouragement are not emphasized as 

facilitating the establishment of satisfactory re

lationships either with people in general or with 

parents. Throughout this study understanding has 

been emphasized as facilitating relationships. 

To further substantiate the importance of 

understanding, the relationship patterns of the girls 

who said they had understanding were examined. Two 

of the girls who said that they had underst8l'lding were 

also the girls who in Table I had superficial relations 

with one parent. Another girl who said that she had 

-understanding from her parents had superficial re

lationship with one parent and intimate relationship 

with the other parent. Therefore, three out of the 

four girls who mentioned that their parents were 

understanding had at least superficial relations with 

their par~nts. 

This study has dealt with the way in which 

the girls feel. It is unable to discover if there 

is actually a lack of understanding and kindness on 

the part of parents and other individuals. It is 

possible that on some objective test the parents and 

other individuals could be considered understanding 

and kind; but if the girls do not feel it, it is not 

- 20 -



important for these purposes. In order to develop a 

good relationship with one of these delinquent girls 

and probably with people in general, it seems that the 

important thing is to be understanding and kind and to 

be able to make other individuals sense it. 

ht1 1 •. tl <i•· 

r·r.1& 

:r ..• 

•-~ 

l !jr.;, 

t; 

,,.,re• 

1 

Ct 

C 

- 21 -

.w 



CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The results of this study tend to support 

the statement of Bernard and the findings of Healy 

and Bronner. The relationship patterns of the girls 

seem to be quite poor. Bernard, Healy and Bronner 

give insufficient relationship as a cause for 

delinquency. This inference cannot be made in this 

study because of its small and unrepresentative 

sample. This study was designed to be exploratory 

in nature. The goal was to explore the relationship 

patterns of delinquents and not to determine if lack 

of relationships are a cause of delinquency. In 

this way it differs from the studies of Bernard, 

Healy and Bronner. 

The results of this study suggest the 

following: 

(1) the girls generally lack relationships 

and especially intimate relationships 

before institutionalization; 

(2) after the girls' arrival at the school, 

a change occurs in their relationship 

patterns; 

- 22 -



J 

[1B 

,1 

I:,.. 

J •lt't 

• 

jJ 

,"'! 

e 

..,~. j. 

'I' 

(3) understanding and kindness are two 

qualities that could improve relation

ships. 

These are all suggestions needing further exploration. 

The results of this study have several implications 

for the general rehabilitation process. In the first 

place since relationship is so fundamental this must 

be realized by those who hire staff for rehabilitation 

centers. Social workers, counselors and all who have 

contact with the girls should be understanding and 

kind and be able to express it if they want to 

establish a therapeutic relationship. 

Secondly, this rehabilitation process should 

not involve only the girls and the staff of the 

institution. These girls have to return to their 

homes and the importance of understanding, kindness 

and harmony should be emphasized to the parents in 

order to prepare them to continue the rehabilitation 

with good relationships at home. 
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APPENDIX A 



WE ARE STUDENTS AT THE MARITIME SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK IN HALIFAX, AND ARE 

DOING A STUDY ON FEMALE DELINQUE NCY. WE I D LIKE YOU TO HELP US BY ANSWERING 

SOME QUESTIONS. YOUR ANSWERS WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AS WE WON'T BE 

USING ANY NAMES. 

1. How old are you? · ---
2. What grade are you in? ___ _ 

3fA) Were you living at home? __ _ 

b) (If yes) how marv people in. your family? ___ _ 

c) (If no) who were you living with and why? _______________ _ 

4, What does your father do? ________ _ 

5. How far did he go in school? ______ _ 

6. How far did your mother go in school? _____ _ 

7. Does you mother work? (If yes) what does she do? _____________ _ 

- 24 -
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10. What did you usually do with your free time, for example, after school and 
on weekends? 

11. As for social and sports activities, could you tell me which one(s) you 
usually took part in? 

12. Did you generally do these things with others or by yourself: 

If with others: a) Who? 

b) With how many others? 

13. When you and your friends were trying to decide what to do, did you usually 
suggest things: 

(If yes) did they usually do what you sugg0sted? 

14. How would you describe yourself in participating with others, as a: 

a) loner ---- c) leader ---- e) something else (what?) 

b) joiner __ _ d) hanger on ---
Why do you say that? 

15. Do you think others describe you the same way? 

(If no) why not? 

----

16. Have you noticed any change in the way you feel about friends, or belonging 
to groups since you've come to this School? 

( If so) what is the change? 

- 26 -
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17. Do you feel as close to your old friends, and they to you, since you've come 
here? -----
(If a change) Why? 

18. Do you think you take more part in activities now than you did before coming 
to the school? 

If so, is this recause .you want to, or recause you have to? 

19. D9.you think that you have more real friends now than you had before coming 
to the School? 

If so, can you think of any reasons for this? 

20. Do you prefer doing things alone to doing them with others~ 

Why is this? 

21. Would you say you have a lot Qf friends? 

22. Do you prefer doing things with your friends or talking with them? 

Why? 

23. Do you like to talk about yourself and your feelings or would you rather 
talk about school, clothes, sports, etc? 

Why\' 

24, Do you have one or more friends - either a girl or a boy - you can tell 
everything to? 

- 27 -
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25. Now, would you look at this and tell me which of these people, if any, you 
feel close to? 

a) no one f) girlfriend (at the School) __ _ 

b) father g) boyfriend 

c) mother h) more than one girl (at the School) 

d) sister(s) i) teacher 

e) brother(s) j) other (spefify who and where) 

26. Do you feel free to talk with others about the things that happen to you 
which are upsetting, such as fights with friends, parents, trouble with a 
boyfriend, with school, etc? 

(If yes) with who? 

(If no) why is this? 

27. Can you talk about yourself, especially the things about which you are most 
ashamed or that you don't like about yourself? 

(If yes) with whom? 

28. Would you say that your opinions change according to the group of friends 
you belong to, or would like to belong to? 

Why do you think this? 

29. Do you feel you have to be the way others want you to be, or do you care? 

30. Do you feel that if you like something that your friends don't like, they will 
make fun of you? 

31. Do you wish you were more popular? 

32. Do you want to be independent from everyone - tote your own boss, and not have 
to worry about other people's reactions to what you do? 

33. When you admire or are close to someone, are you usually influenced to agree 
with what they say or think? 

34a) Does anyone encourage you and hope the best for you? Yes __ No __ _ 

b) ( I.fl :yes) Who? - 28 -
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35a) Is there someone who gives you things you enjoy? Yes __ _ No __ _ 

b) (If yes) Who? 

36a) When you are happy about something, are you likely to tell anyone about it? 

Yes __ _ No __ _ 

b) (If yes) Who would you tell? 

c) Why would you tell him ( or her)? 

d) Would you tell your ____ ? Yes or No ____ Why or why not?. ____ _ 

1) Mother __ _ 

2) Father ---
3) Sister(s) __ 

4) Brother(s) __ _ 

5) Best girl friend (s) __ _ 

6) Boy friend(s) ___ _ 

7) Others (Who?) ___ _ 

e) (If no) why do you keep it to yourself? 

37a) When you are unhappy about something, are you likely to tell anyone about it? 

Yes __ _ No ---
b) (If yes) Who would you tell? 

c) Why would you tell him ( or her)? 

d) Would you tell your ? Yes or No ___ Why or why not? 

1) Mother 

2) Father 

3) Sister(s) 

4) Brother(s) 

5) Best girl friend(s) 

6) Boy friend ( s) 

7) Others (Who?) 
- 29 -
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e) (If no) Why do you keep it to yourself? 

38. Do you prefer doing things and going places with those close to you or 
talking to them? 

39a) When you talk to those close to you, what do you talk about? 

b) Do you talk about ? 

1) Sports Yes No __ 

2) Clothing Yes No __ 

3) School Yes No __ 

4) Hobbies Yes No __ 

5) Yourself Yes No __ 

6) Your feelings Yes -- No_ 

7) Politics Yos No_ 

8) After school 
activities Yes No __ 
dates --
dances Yes No __ 

9) Mutual friends Yes No_ 

10) Others (What?) 

40. Would you feel free to talk about school, sports and clothes with ______ ? 

Yes ____ _ No __ Why or why not? 

a) Father 

b) Mother 

c) Sister(s) 

d) Brother(s) 

e) Girlfriend(s) 

f) Boyfriend (s 

g) Other (Who?) 

- 30 -
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41a) Is there anyone with whom you can talk about things that are close to you? 

Yes, __ _ No ---
b) (If yes) Who? 

c) Why? 

42. Would you feel free to talk allrout yourself and your feelings with.,__ ____ ? 

Yes No Why or why not? 

a) Father 

b) Mother 

c) Sister(s) 

d) Brother(s) 

e) Girl :'-:-~~ t1d Cs 

f) Boy friend(s) 

g) Others (Who?) 

43a) Do you feel that somebody umerstands you? Yes No. 

b) (If yes) Who? 

c) Do you think that your understand you? 

1) Mother Yes N~ 

2) Father Yes N~ 

3) Sister(s) Yen N~ 

4) Brother(s) Yes N~ 

5) Girl friend ( i) · Yes N~ 

6) Boy friend ( s) Yes N~ 

7) Yes N~ 

8) Yes No. 

9) -- Yes No -

- Jl -
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44a) Is there anyone who accepts you as you are ? Yes ___ No __ _ 

b) (If yes) Who? 

45. What qualities do you look for in an individual in order for you to be open 
with him (or her)? 

46a) When you become an adult, who would you liko to resemble? 

b) Why? 

c) Do you know _______ (the individual in a ) personally? Yes __ No __ _ 

d) (If no) Who of the people you know personally, would you like to resemble 
and why? 

e) Here are some qualities of people in general. Which of these qualities does 

have? -------
Which are his most important qualities? 

Qualities 

Understanding 

Openness 

Kindness 

Good appearance 

Good leadership 

Wealth 

Intelligence 

Out goingness 

Friendliness 

Yes 

I 

Individual in a) 
No Importance 

Individual ind) 
Yes , No Importance 

I 

47. In general, which of these traits do you consider important? 

- 32 -
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48. How would you describe perfect parents? 

Mother 

Father 

~~~- way they got along 

49, Which of the people you know aro closest to those perfect parents? 

What similarities? 

50. Nobody completely lives up to tho ideal, how wore your parents similar end 
different from this ideal? 

Now, I'd like to ask you just a few more questions. Those are aoout how 
you happened to come to tho School and what has happened to you since. 

51. Before being sent here to the School, wore you over in any type of trouble 
with the law or school authorities? ( Other than reason for ruing sent here). 

(If. yes) a) Could you toll me what happened and whether this was more than 
once? 

b) Did you do this on your own or with others? (How many?) 

52. Could you tell me what you think led to your l:::ccoming delinquent? (Try and 
get background reasons, i.e., social problems, etc.) 

53. Did you ever feel that you reeocd and wanted help with problems, but didn't 
ask~ 

Why? 

- 33 -



4. If you did ask, what happened ? 

~ 
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55. Do you think anyone knew aoout your problems? 

(If so) Who? 

56. Do you think that if anyone had tried to stop your oohaviour, other than 
tho police, you would bo hero now? 

Or would you havo cared? 

57. Do you feel your parents care about ~~u and always have? 

Ravo you always felt this? 

58. Has anyone else in your family or among your close friends even 1:Bon 
involved with the police? 

(If so) Who, and for what reason? 

59. Hhat was your family's r cmction when you wero pickod up for delinquency? 

60a) Have you had much contact with your family since you have been in here? 

b) How do they treat you? 

c) Do you correspom with them? 

61a) Is there anyone corresponding with you while you are in this school? iew_ 

No_ 

b) (If yes) Who and bow often do you hoar from them? 

After interview over writ.ea brief description of girl's r eactions within -
view, including attituces to~ard questionnaire in general. 
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