
CANADIAN CATHOLICS AND THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE 

In London, in 19l|l Denis W.Brogan, Profeesor of Political Science in 

Cambridge Uni versity published a book entitled: U.S.A. An ^itline of the 

Country, Its People and Institutions. Speaking of the United States of America 

he wrote: f!... in no Western society is the intellectual presitige lower than 

in the coutry than in the country where, in such respects as wealth, numbers, 

and strength of organization, it is so powerful." 

Political scientists are always, as they should be, on the look out for 

relationships, hoping to discover causes of effects. It, no doubt, made ^rof. 

Brogan, quite pleased with himself when he discovered, as he thought, that 

the intellectual pres#.tige of Catholics was lowest in that^mmt^podggarg 

non-catholic country where they are most numerous, are best organized and 

are better off. 

Prof.Brogan^statement pyax moved not a few in the U.S. to write upon 

the subject. There was general agreement that his statement was true. 

Monsignor John Tracy Ellis, Prof of Ch.Hist. in CUA, went so far as to say 

that no well-informed American Catholic will attempt to challemge it. (AC and 

the IL, Chicago, 1956, 16) 

I am not a Pol.Sci., but, from ny superficial observations, as 

a scientist, it seems to me the statement is not true. It seems to me 

that the intellectual prestige of Catholicism in Canada is lower than it is in 

the US. 

About two years ago I spoke to the Newman Alumni Assoc.of Halifax, on 

the World Congress of Pax Romana in Nottingham in 1955* and mentioned how 

embarassed I felt at the Assembly of the International Movement of Catholic 

Intellectuals to find that there was not present EKEXX even one i Canadian laymen. 

xiHxixxiscack That same year, I was at an Assembly of thr International 
Astronomical Union, at which there were 16 Cana dians of which Dr Heard • 
of Toronto and I were the only Catholics; that means there was only 1 layaan 



fir-tfWr to 

Last month, I was prsent at the International U nion of Geod sy and 

Geophysics assembly in Toronto. 

sama&tik&xmxMx The list of delegates and guests included 105> Canadians. 

Four of these were French-Canadians. To the best of my knowledge of the 101 

English-sopstking Canadians listed, I was the only Catholic.; l&HrRxraasxOTx 

fizthB±±e I believe there was no b± Catholic Canadian layman listed. I say 

•listed1 arocisKdiy: advisedly, because there was one Catholic layman 

participating. He was not a delegate or a guest, but host at the David Dunlap 

Cfcservatory, Dr John Heard. I met Dr Heard at a reception. He introduced me 

kacskiHgtEx to whom he said: "You know, I believe you and F r Burke-Gaffney and 

I are the only Catholics here". Actually that was not true* there were nine other 

Jesuits thre, and there wer Catholics from Sprit Italy, France, Spain and Belgium. 

But, ^r Heard, head of the dept. of astron. at U of T is painfully aware 

of the fact that, in Canada, he is frequently at sceintific meetings at 

which he is the only Catholic present. 

Now, I am not pessimisstic about this situation, but you young pe eple who 

ahave yet to rear families should keep it in mind, and see to it that it is no 

fault of yours, if in the next generation that we are not better represented 

in the intellectual life of our country. 

The Americans in analyising their position, have traced back their want of in 

tellectual activity to penal days. 

in a better position now. In Halifax, the prsent position of Catholics 

is due to the action of Catholic laymen in the days of its early history. 

to the Chief of the Research and Analysis Branch 

But tfeose days are gone. We are 


