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This is the second issue of An Nasc, and includes a few changes
—_mainly additions— from the first. While continuing to bring
you news of the activities of the D'Arcy McGee Chair of Irish
Studies and items on other local and regional events, this issue
also includes the first of a series of articles on Irish-Canadian -
sumames by Halifax genealogist Terrence M. Punch and the first
of another series on Irish music by Antoine O Miille. The list of
passengers on the Brig Thomas Farrall isan unusual historical
document which we thought would be of interest to readers.
Finally, we have included a crossword puzzle with an Irish
flavour for your entertainment.

Irish Immigration and Genealogical Project

Waork on the Irish Immigration and Genealogical Project
continues slowly at Saint Mary's University. A Senate Research
Grant awarded to Cyril Byme will make it possible to employ
two students to gather more data this summer, and the
acquisition by the Chair of Irish Studies of a Macintosh SE
computer with a 20-megabyte hard disk in the very near {uture
will make data entry very much simpler.

In the meantime, parish records from the City of Waterford,
which the Chair reccives from the Southeast Ircland Heritage
Survey, have now been photocopied and will soon be available
to researchers in bound form. These records are kept in the Irish
Studies Room (MM 216B) at Saint Mary's University.

In the Churchyard of the Parish of Slievemore, Co. Kilkenny,
which lics across the River Suir from the City of Waterford,
there is a tombstone bearing the following inscription:
GOD BE Mereiful to the Soul
of
Michael Cheevers
late of
HALIFAX, N.5. Who lies
buricd there.

He died Febrsary the 16th, 1829
Aged ?? yoars.

Does any reader know something more about Cheevers in
Halifax?

News of the Capital Campaign

Since our last issue the names of two other prominent Canadians
of Irish descent have been added to the National Campaign
Committee to raise $500,000 for the Chair of Irish Studies. The
writer Timothy Findley and Larkin Kerwin, President of the
National Research Council of Canada, have agreed o be
members. The committee is now complete, with representation
from coast to coast in Canada. It is planned to have the
Campaign get into high gear this fall with a meeting of the
Mational Committes at Saint Mary's University.

1988 Gaeltacht Scholarship
Awarded to
Susan MacDonald

The Irish Studies Committee has decided to award its first Gael-
tacht Scholarship to Susan MacDonald from Hopewell, MNova
Seotia. Susan, who has completed a year of study of the Irish
language at Saint Mary's, will be travelling to Ireland at the end
of July 1 spend two weeks at an intensive language course in
the Donegal Gaeltacht (Irish-speaking area). The course is
organized by Oideas Gael, which specializes in Irish classes for
foreigners, and one of whose directors, An Dochuiir Seosamh
Watson of University College, Dublin, spent a summer several
years ago doing research in the Cape Breton Gaidhealtachd (Scots
Gaelic area).

While in Donegal, Susan will be staying with an Irish-speaking
family and attending both formal tutorial sessions and informal
cultural ones.

The decision by the Chair of Irish Studies to establish the Gael-
tacht Scholarship reflects the central role that the Irish language
has in the Irish Studies program. It also reflects the growth in
interest in the language in Nova Scotia. This year, more than
twenty students participated in Irish language classes at Saint
Mary's. A new beginners' course will be commencing in Sep-
ember, 1988, Information about this course can be abtained
from the Chair of Irish Studies at Saint Mary's.



Terrence M., Punch, FREAT
Irish Surnames

Ireland had sumames relatvely early,
thanks to a spontancous urge W make it
casy to tell men apart. The carliest sur-
names were ephemeral and perished with
the generation diat used them, A man
named Owen, son of Hugh, was known
as Owen MacHugh, to distinguish him
from other men named Owen, His chil-
dren might have been, not MacHughs,
but MacQOwens. The use of "0 simply
meant that one chose 1o be known after
his grandfather or earlier ancestor because
they were better known than the user's
own father.

Spme men got their names from their
{ather's occupation, Mac an Bhaird, the
son of the bard, or poct, became in dme
MacWard, or Ward. Others got nicknames
as surnames: MacDowell comes from
Mac Dubhghaill, son of the dark stranger.

Some of our ancestors adopted the same
name as someone else’s forebears, al-
though the two may not have been re-
lated. Al Kellys or Muphys are not
kinsmen through descent from a common
ancestor, whilz names that are relatively
rare may frequently be maced back toa
commeon origin; indead, their very scar-
city may indicate fewer original sources
of these sumames.

Another phenomenon is absemption, the
process wheseby less commonly known
names were absorbed into better known
name groups. Sometimes Irish people
anglicized their names by adopting an
English sumame that sounded approxi-
mately the same. Finally, we should
remember that pocasionally a group of
farnilics with apparently different names
may go back o the same comman
stock—e.ir., Fitegerald, Fitemaurice,
Gerrard and Carew.,

Dring the past two hundred and fifty
years, millions of Irish people left home
for a varicty of cconomic, prolitical or
personal reasons. Atlantic Canada received
many thousands of them. As a very rough
and ready rule of thumb, there 15 the 2-3-41-
5 rule: in Mewloundland one person In

two is probably of lish origin, while for

Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick and  The list of distinguished Kellys 1s long, .

Mova Scotin the proportion drops (o one
in three, four and five, respectively.

Despite some regional variations (P.E.L
had the "Monaghan Irish,” Saint John,
N.B. had a substantial Louth element, and
Caolchester County, N.5. had many Ulster-

among them Colonel Charles O'Kelly
(1621-1695), author of Excidium
Macariae, which is a history of
sevenicenth-century Ircland, in which he
played no small part himself for half a
century. Dennis O'Kelly (1720-1787)
‘went to England and went from billiard-

men), the major sources of the Insh in o w‘markcr 1o be part owner of the Derby

pre-Faming (Le., pre-1843) Adlantic
Canada were the southern countices of
Kilkenny, Cork, Waterford, Wex{ord and
Tipperary, assisted by Carlow and Kerry.

In succeeding columns we shall give a
peneral survey of a few names from Ire-
Iand which grace Atlantic Canada. Initial-
Iy, I have addressed the more numerous
family groups, but the less commonly
found names will not be ignored.

Kelly
ariants: O'Kelly
and Queally)

Kelly is the second most [requently occur-
ring surname in modem Irefand, and holds
{irst place in Galway, Kildare, Leitrim,
Qffaly, and Roscomman. Its great num-
bers are due partly to there being at least
seven distinct septs: UT Miine, Breagh,
two in Leix, Cinal Eachach, Wicklow,
and Templeboy. The name itself comes in
gach case from an ancestor of the Celtic
name Ceallach. As a sumame this
anglicizes as O'Kelly, from O Ceallaigh.
{Many Kellys of the Atlantic region
whaose ancestors came from Cos, Kil-
kenny and Tipperary may not be O Ceal-
laighs but rather O Caollaidhes. Some 0
Caollaidhe descendants anglicize the
surname as O Kealy, Kealy, or Queally.)

The O'Kelly sept of Ut Méine or Hy-
Many was the most illustrious, as its
chicfs had an unbroken line of descent
from the carliest imes. Tis head, O'Relly
of Gallagh, enjoys the Irish ttle "The
Or'kelly,” a form which is far prouder to a
true Gael than any baronial title of recent
invention. The Hy-Many territory em-
braced parts of modem Galway and Hos-
cammaon termtory. At least three dozen
Trish townlands recall the Kellys of
Ireland.
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winner "Eclipse” and wound up as a
Colonel.

Seumas O'Kelly (d. 1918) was a play-
wright, while Patrick Kelly commanded
an Irish brigade at the Battle of Gettys-
burg. Michael Kelly (1857-1894),
American baseball star, inspired a popular
song of the period, "Slide, Kelly, Slide!”
William Kelly (1811-1888) of Piusburgh
invented a steel converting process. The
Rev. Malachy Kelly (d. 1684) founded the
Irish college at Paris. Sean Thomas
O'Kelly capped a lengthy political carcer
by becoming President of Ireland in 1945.
A prominent woman of the name was
Grace Kelly, the actress who became
Princess Rainier of Monaco and died
tragically in 1982,

When Eugene Curran, the dancer, wanted
a professional name he became Gene
Kelly. Walt Kelly ereated the comic strip
"Pago.” The eccentric "Shipwreck” Kelly
(1893-1952) spent 20,163 hours sitting
atop flagpoles, while "Machine Gun”
Kelly (1897-1954) was Public Enemy
Mumber One in the 1930s.

Kelly tends to be ubiguitous among the
Irish wherever they go, and people of the
name settled in fiftean of Nova Scotia’s -
eighteen countics, with a particular liking
for Halifax, Cape Breton, and Kings
countics. Prince Edward Island's Kellys
Cross, Kellys Point, and Kellys Cove
suggest that Kellys passed that way a8
well. In Newfoundland, John Kelly was
murdered at Harbour Main in 1750, and
numbers of Kellys lived in St. John's and
Bonavista Bay. The cighteenth-century
Irish poct Donnachadh Ruadh Mac
Conmara wrale a pocm about a Kelly
wha was in Newloundland ¢. 1750, The
poem is called "Aodh O Ceallaigh"—
"Hugh Kelly.” There were twenty-two
Eelly households in Saint John, N.B. in
1870, accarding to ong directory, not e
mention Kelly families at Chatham and
elsewhere in the Miramichi region.






