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| am writing as a concerned
student about the recent con-
troversy about the Prophet
Mohammed cartoons that
has come to our campus. On
Thursday 9th February | went
over to Dr Peter March’s office
to ask what exactly Dr March
was attempting to achieve
by posting the controversial
cartoons on his door. Unfor-
tunately we did not have too
much time to talk as he was
on his way to teach however
we did have some dialogue
and this brief conversation
left me even more infuriated
and led me to believe that Dr
March is an attention seeker
who is keen to have his fifteen
minutes of fame and does not
realise that his antics have
very serious implications both
within Halifax and to Canadi-
ans in general. :

My chief concern was that
Dr March has put the safety
of students and the entire
University community at risk
by perpetuating this contro-
versy. He is fully aware as
most people are that these
cartoons have propagated
violence worldwide however
he sees fit to add fuel to the
fire by provoking the issue
further. When | asked Dr
“March why he would do such
a thing that he knows would
potentially threaten the safety
of students and the entire uni-
versity community Dr March
responded by acknowledging
that indeed there were safety
concerns that he was aware
of, however he went on to say
that (| paraphrase) “in the pur-
suit of academia there have
been lives lost for hundreds
of years” | challenged him to
explain that statement and to
articulate whether or not that
he was saying that my life or
that of any person on campus
would therefore be expend-
able he retorted that yes and
that “I did not have to be here.”
| found this statement to be
highly inappropriate | was
extremely incensed by this
remark.

This has led me to a
number of questions about
Dr March.

Indeed Dr March has the
right to his opinions and yes in-
deed freedom of speech is en-
shrined in the Canadian Char-

ter of Rights and Freedoms
however itis limited to whether
or not that speech and or ac-
tion infringes on the rights of

others and in this case clearly - :

he has infringed on the right
to safety for students, faculty
and the university community

Furthermore | believe
that the actions of Dr March
just further and augment the
perception that Muslims are
terrorists which it is not the
case and the message that
this sends to the Muslim world
is that The West trivialises this
religion and Arabs. | do con-
cede that this may not have
been his intention however is
he endorsing these images

which have been found to be

deeply offensive by displaying
them on his door? If indeed he
was sincere about engaging
in a debate about these he
could simply have brought it
up in his classes or spoken
about it on various forums
that are currently engaged in
the conversation rather than
to provoke a backlash on the
issue. .

One cannot ignore the fact
that perhaps he will provoke
the situation so much that
when someone does eventu-
ally take unilateral action and
something should happen to
the Professor which | hope
will not, he will now have the
‘evidence’ to portray himself
as a victim in an issue that he
started and perpetuated.

As an academic he is
among an elite group of peo-
ple that we as students look
up to and believe that they
possess good judgement and
has brought unnecessary and
negative attention to St Mary’s
University which' is a -diverse
and tolerant campus. | believe

“that Dr March has displayed

very poor judgement in this
issue and | would go as far as
to say that Dr Peter March is
the personification the saying
that “common sense is not
common.”

* Monwabisi M Sobantu

3rd Year student
International Development Studies

Would you walk into a Syna-
gogue with a swastika painted
on your face? Would you walk
up to the Pope and urinate on
the New Testament? I'm sure
there are very few people who
would. But why then would any-
one go through an international
mass-media outlet to tell an entire
culture that one of their most fun-
damental beliefs is ridiculous?

This very question can be seen
in the controversy surrounding
Saint Mary’s professor Peter
March leading many to call for his
resignation or dismissal. Through
close examination of this incident
one can find a more fundamental
reason for his dismissal, however,
that will be presented to you in a
style Peter March should be sure
to understand.

Thesis Statement: Peter March
should not be fired for his racial
insensitivities. He should be
fired because he is bad at phi-
losophy. :

Premise One: Peter March
cannot follow a simple line of
reasoning. The February 11 edi-
tion of the Chronicle Herald states
that March “doesn’t understand
how the health and safety policy
applies to the hallway outside his
office” but this is an easy argu-
ment to follow.

It is one thing to bring up
these cartoons in a class where
students are free to opine, but no
one can tell his office door what
they think. This makes it much
harder for the offended to reply
than it was for the offender to at-
tack, which can lead to frustration,
and in extreme cases vandalism
and violence.

Premise Two: Peter March’s

hypocrisy cannot hold a steady
argument. A separate article in
the same issue of the Chronicle
Herald quotes March as saying
“I respect the right of individuals
to be religious,” after which Pe-
ter Duffy paraphrases March by

saying “Those same rights must

be consistent with the rights of
others.”

One look at most of the car-
toons in question reveals-that
they are attacking the Muslim
ban on depiction of the sacred

for no purpose other than to show

that it does not apply to us post-
Christian westerners. The rest

of these cartoons are clear hate

speech implying that the violence
of a small minority of religious
hijackers is imbedded within the
Islamic faith itself.

Are religious rights then inferior
to the western dogma of freedom

: ~ of speech?itis possible because

the Canadian Charter or Rights
and Freedoms insists that each
right “can be limited” but only “in

order to protect other rights.” The
Charter then states, “freedom of :
expression may be limited by laws

against hate propaganda.”

Since these cartoons can eas- :
ily be seen as hateful towards an :
entire culture and were posted :
on his office door without allow- :
ing the offended as much of a :
chance to rebut, his ‘right’ to free :
speech is not “consistent with the

[religious] rights of others.”

Premise Three: Peter March
fails to maintain his composure :
when confronted with counter- :
arguments. When confronted by :
the protesters on the main steps
of the McNally Building this past
Thursday March attempted to :
redirect some of the heat by :
reminding the protesters that :
SMU ordered him to remove the :
cartoons because of “Health and :
Safety concerns;” adding “they :

think you're dangerous.”

Despite the fact that | was in :
attendance when he said this itis :
not my place to say whether he :
was referring to the multi-racial :

protestors in

specific as being violent, or the :
Muslim population in general, :
but he said this in an attempt to :
deflect allegations of racism on :

his part.

Conclusion: Peter March’s :
actions do not coincide with his :
words. Many publications, stu-
dents and observers have noted :
that his behaviour over the past :
week is due to a love of atten- :
tion, not academic freedom, and :
therefore one cannot trust.any’ -
motive he gives. His arguments :
are vague and contradictory, and :
his inability to stick to'his own ide- % -
als when the necessity presents :
itself proves that he is failing real :
life philosophy and is therefore :

unfit to teach us.

At this point | must throw in the :
old cliché of “Actions speaking :
louder than words.” This article :
was written because anyone out :
there can tell this man that he is :
wrong. It is in situations like this
we must instead show him why :

he is wrong.

This may look pretentious for :
a Catholic white-boy to be writ- :
ing about an insult to the Muslim k
population, but this is exactly :

the point. Hatred effects us all,

it only takes one impetuous per- :
son to give an entire community :
a bad name, and it is up to us :
all to actually do the research, :
understand these cartoons, and :
not just blindly uphold any rights :
_ because this shows how they can :
contradict each other. We live in :
a dynamic that has no room for :
more negativity, or lousy profes- -

sors.

THETOUurnAL[EemAiL.com

To all the protestors at SMU
Thursday afternoon: :

As a bystander and current student
at SMU, | saw a good portion of the
protest on campus, and | felt the need
to comment. | found it rather disturbing
that a'lot of protestors were holding
signs that said something along the
lines of “Religion is not to be criticized
or mocked.” | found it particularly jar-
ring to see that most of the people
holding these signs were female. |
think it is necessary to point out that if
religion had never been criticized, the
women in that crowd would have no
venue in which to express their views
& beliefs, let alone to protest. They
would not have the opportunity to gain
an education, and would have been
raised as vessels for breeding and
as household servants, the property
of whatever male was predominant in
their lives. Their very right to protest,
and the fact that they exercised it, runs
contrary to their signage.

As for the men holding that view,
| would also like to point out that the
cellphones and cameras you were
using to document your protest, and
the cars and computers you regularly
use in your daily life would also not be
possible if religion was never criticzed
(or downright ignored). Our science
(and therefore technological) base
only exists because scientists had the
freedom to formulate theories outside
of the religious-arena.

A big part of what makes Canada
what it is today is the set of freedoms
we have as human beings - one of
those being the right to free speech.
The protestors, at least from what |
could see from the sidelines, were
protesting Professor ****'s rights -
ironically, demanding his (and others’)
rights to say what they want about
whatever they choose (in this case,

“trying to open a discussion on how

Islam is practiced in some areas of
the world) be taken away, even as

‘they USED that right themselves. It

is that same right that allowed the
crowd to protest, free from being
shot at by the police or military, free
from being charged with treason or
disturbing the peace, or even worse.
If the protestors get what they want,
then they lose rights themselves - and
so do we all. :

It is one thing to object to an
image of the Islamic prophet being
displayed - it is
altogether another to demand that
basic rights be altered to suit a single
theology. | would merely ask that
those who object to the posting of the
cartoons think about how NOT allow-
ing their posting affects everyone, and
how it is more than just a black and
white issue. .

As a final note, | want to express
my disgust with the large number of
students who were obviously “protest-
ing” only because it's the “thing to do”
when in university. Particularly the two
girls | saw running by in the crowd,
giggling and taking pictures with their
cameraphones and waving tampons
the air. Nice, girls - real classy. Did you
even have a clue what the protest was
about in the first place? ;

_=Anonymous Canadian
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IN DEFENSE OF FREE SPEECH

BY CHRIS CLEMENTS

What Peter March did may
have been offensive. It may
have been in bad taste. It may
have even been a publicity
stunt. Certainly, with the alle-
gations that he himself notified
the media of the situation, it
would seem that it was all a big
publicity stunt. Maybe it was.

His stated goal
through the ordeal was “to
spark a debate.” He definitely
accomplished that goal. If he
hadn’t contacted the media,
would his goal have been ac-
complished? Not likely. If he
hadn’t notified the media, most
people would have no idea
that the cartoons had been
posted on his door in the first

- place.

So, the debate has
been sparked and what is the
result? Disturbingly enough, it
seems that an overwhelming
majority of people feel that
Dr. March was in the wrong

and that “freedom of speech
should have limits.”

People who claim that there
should be limits on free speech

obviously do not understand
the meaning of freedom. As
George Orwell once said, “If
liberty means anything at all,
it means the right to tell peo-
ple what they do not want to
hear.”

Some say March was
“‘wrong” to post the cartoons
because the cartoons are of-
fensive to Muslims. Yes, they
are offensive, and yes, he may
have been “wrong” to post
them. What one has to remem-
ber though is that “wrong” is an
ethical term.

The topic of ethics, like
religion, is open for debate.
Everyone has a different opin-
ion of what is “right” and what
is “wrong.” Because ethics are
so open to interpretation, they,
like religion, are something
that should not be imposed on
others.

Imposing limits on free
speech is tantamount to im-
posing ethics. Remember that
it was at one time “right” to
believe that the Earth was the
centre of the universe and it

was “wrong” for women to :
vote. I'm not suggesting that :
March’s actions are compa- :
rable to scientific advances :
or promoting suffrage, but :
if ethics had been imposed :
and free speech were lim- :
ited, those cultural advances :
may never have taken place. :
Would you like to liveina so- :
ciety where these changes :

never occurred?

Free speech is perhaps
the most important aspect :
of our society. It is what :
keeps innovations coming :
and helps to keep us mov- :
ing forward. When someone :
does or says something that :
offends, debate them. Pro- :
test them. Offend them right :
back. Do whatever you have :
to do make things right, but :
don’t call for limitations on :

free speech.

Or do call for limitations
on free speech; it is your :
right to do that. But as you :
call for limitations on free :
speech, remember that it is :
only because of free speech :
that you are able to call for :

the limitations.

This space was
reserved for

Dr. March

BY ADAM COSTELLO

This section was reserved
for an explanation by Peter
March regarding his actions
being so aggressively dis-
cussed in all genres of the
academic world. He sent me
an e-mail at the deadline stat-
ing he wrote an article within
the constrains of the allotted
500 word space we had saved
for him but that it was no good
and he was very, very sorry.
Maybe 500 words wasn't
enough or perhaps he’s just
tired of the fiasco he’s created,
but we at The Journal were
very disappointed we could
not publish a real account on
what he was in fact trying to
accomplish with his actions.
We have received however,
submission after submission
on how people feel about what
he did. By no means can |
rationally justify his actions
without input from Dr. March
himself, nor is it my wish to do
so. What | can defend howev-
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er is his freedom of academic
expression, along with all of
yours as well. In one letter
we received, someone says
Peter should not be fired for
his racial insensitiveness, but
because he is bad at Philoso-
phy. Despite the grammatical
error in this statement, it is this
person’s right to expression
to have this view expressed,
as we have allowed for in this

‘section. Is this attack on Dr.

March'’s lifelong profession
any different than Peter’s
posting cartoons on his door?
Although someone may hold
religion to be more intrinsically
valuable than a profession, it's
all a matter of opinion and eve-
rybody has the right to express
that opinion. The person also
implies walking into a syna-
gogue with a swastika painted
on your face transcends along
the same ground as a cartoon
being posted on a door. Al-
though this may be this per-
son’s opinion, there could be
much discussion on how these
instances vary incredibly.

| believe this discussion I'm
speaking of here is the very
goal in which Dr. March’s ac-
tions were meant to produce
a means to. Much to the disa-
greement of many of you, Pe-
ter is not “bad at Philosophy”
in fact it would be nearly im-
possible for a man with a PhD
from Oxford, who'’s had over
1000 pieces of work published
to be so. Perhaps his actions
were rash, perhaps they were -
harsh, but ultimately, they got
all of you all thinking. All you
hear around campus these
days are discussions regard-
ing whether or not academic
freedom justified his actions,
and this type of discussion
is the number one means
in philosophy from which
people can reassess their
values, beliefs and rights in.a
rational and positive way. The
negative topic that Dr. March
chose to get people having
these discussions was prob-
ably the wrong one, but from
an atheist’'s perspective, it is
within his academic freedom
to want a topic such as this
discussed. It is also within
the opposition’s academic
freedom to condemn him for
such actions, something Peter
was more than aware of when
did them. Like him or hate him,
the man is set in his ways and
will continue to do whatever
he deems necessary to get
whatever he wants discussed,
discussed. In fact, while many
of you don’t want to admit
it, this discussion has made
many more people aware of
the Muslim religion and culture
and the stereotypes a lot of
people associate with it. While
| wouldn’t expect everyone to
commend him on his efforts at
cementing individual views on
the issue of academic expres-
sion, someday you all may
realize his effort went a long
way in justifying your opinion
on the matter.
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Demand
More,
KeepUp

BY : ALEXANDRE P. GERVAI

| demand that you let go of
me, do | let go because | am
squeezing too hard or simply
because you have demanded
that I let go and in turn you de-
manded due to your fear that
| may just squeeze harder?
| am writing this in response
to an article written in The
Journal Jan 18th 2006 titled,
“The World after Oil” by Dan
Doucette. Why is it that gas
prices have for the last couple
years, risen and fallen with the
moon’s tide? The answer |
assure you does not find itself
beside supply nor close to its
side. References are made in
Dan Doucette’s article about
“world oil supply” being “dan-
gerously close to collapse”,
while also stating that “world
oil demands continue to rise”.
Now this may easily fall into
textbook functionality as a
simple case of supply (oil sup-
ply is dropping thus demand
for oil rises) and demand.
However, not all scenarios fall
into this category, so do not
be so quick to assume that
your pockets remain empty

after paying at the pump due -

to this reason. Doucette, in
his article refers to “Texas’
wells” that “have been rusting
for years”. Well if oil supplies
are “dangerously close to
collapse” which by all means
does not suggest that new oil
sources are found each and
everyday, but does suggest
that most certainly the ones
we have are the only ones
left, then how do you explain
the sudden price fluctuations?
The price of petrol has not ris-
en steadily since these wells
“have been rusting for years”
nor for the last couple of years
or even months. Given that
North American demand has
definitely risen since “Texas’
wells” have stopped produc-
tion and that more and more
people are born everyday to
consume the oil which we
have left in our reserves then
how is it that prices have lev-
eled off to present day 99.99
cents? The reason | shall give
to you now and hope that you
take it not with a grain of salt,
is that people whom try not to
“risk of being accused of fear-
mongering” yet most certainly
do with their writings, have in
many years instilled fear into
worldwide consumers. Eco-
nomics lesson here, if supply
is constantly on the rise, as
well as demand and they are
growing at a comparable rate
yet demanders are fearful of
dwindling supply then does
not demand rise even though
supply has not changed? It’s
articles such as “The World
After Oil” which has consum-
ers bringing 20litre cans to fill
along with their gas tanks at
the pump instead of continuing
in their purchases as normal
knowing that oil is secure at
it's current production. Living

What it means to
be a Misanthrope.

BY: THE MISANTHROPE

Misanthropes are extraordinary individuals. Meaning that
they are beyond the rabble that people usually inhabit. They
are the rowdy ones that inhabit bars, opium dens and whore
houses. Misanthropes have no gender marker whatsoever.

in a home with a father who
has worked for ExxonMobil

for over 30 years | assure’

you | do understand the cur-
rent world oil “crisis” as it has
been labeled. It is not deeply
rooted in oil supply but more
so in exponentially increasing
demand which, is certainly
not diminished with our fears
hiking the demand up every
time someone informs the
general public about an is-
sue that economists have
foreseen for many years.
Asians have for much time
been riding their bikes and as
their economy has grown and
they are becoming more and
more a world power each and
everyday they too are hoping
for their chance to drive their
brand new sports car along
the streets of the beautiful
landscape in which they live.
You try and deny them their
rights; maybe then this “crisis”
of “supply” willend.

e . ., . ., 1, ., ., o, . ., . . . oo

They are heroic reminders
reminders of the banal and
fighters of mediocrity. What
makes them different, other
than the steady stream of
poisons running through their
bloodstreams, is their endur-
ing hatred of the common
man (and for those that have

not picked this up; that means

women too. You see, in the
English language we use the
masculine for groups of mixed
gender and those that are of
unknown gender. No solidi!
Change the rule to it if you
desire. This would make me
happy because most of you
barely make that classifica-
tion), their own correctness,
and their demands that the
vapid with hollow rhetoric in-
volving great imagined pathos
to be treated without respect.
This is true even when the
odds are against them.
People owe much of their
humour to misanthropes. They

have used their wit to abuse
‘subordinates since the dawn

I wish you luck in
your search for
fame.

Cartoons depicting the
prophet Mohammed (Peace
Be Upon Him) published in
Denmark have brought a
great deal of controversy all
over the world and especially
here in our Saint Mary’s com-
munity. Despite the outrage
in response to the cartoon,
our very own Saint Mary’s
philosophy professor Peter
March had posted these car-
toons on the front door of his
office in an attempt to express
his freedom of speech and
academic freedom.

Dr. March’s actions not
only made front-page covers
of many newspapers, but they
have also made the community
even more aware of the issue.
Itis for this reason that | would
like to thank him. As a result
of Dr. March’s actions, many
people are becoming aware of
what freedom of speech really
means. Freedom of speech is:
“the right to express informa-
tion, ideas, and opinions free
of government restrictions
based on content and subject
only to reasonable limitations”
(Dictionary.com).

The controversial cartoon
depicts prophet Mohammed
(PBUH) wearing a turban in
the shape of a bomb. In Islam,
the Prophet Mohammed'’s
image is not known, it is pro-
hibited to draw him, and most
importantly, he is a religious
figure representing peace and
equality. Dr. March’s actions
have opened the eyes of our
community members, mak-
ing them aware that what the

of man (see above parentheti-
cal note). This makes others
laugh because they seem to
believe that the reference is
not directed towards them.
They have given humanity a
gift of great measure, which

-bothers misanthropes to a
_certain degree, which is the

gift to be able to tell the overly
sensitive, vapid, and dull from
those that are truly above such
nonsense. They will always
fight those that are empow-

~ered that have no rightful claim

to that power.
Being a misanthrope

.means that you have tran-

scended from the forces of
the media, religion, and peer
pressure. Actually you have
transcended peers in general.
This has given you a healthy
hatred for those that surround
you and the ability to produce
venom in ink and even use it
in creative ways. Congratula-
tions, and no | do not want
to meet you. Now, your new
responsibilities entail identify-
ing stupidity, hypocrisy, and
those other common human
activities. There is a problem
though, you must be willing to
look beyond gender, race, and

religion because otherwise .

you have not transcended.
As Martin Luther King Jr. said
“l have a dream that my four
little children will one day live

in a nation where they will not

media portrays in not always
the right story.

The cartoon depicts Mus-
lims as terrorists, when in fact
the action of one person does
not represent the population
as a whole. Dr. March’s ac-
tions brought the community
together, to stand up for the
rights of their beliefs. On
Thursday February 9 over
100 Muslim and non-Muslim
students from Saint Mary’s
University and Dalhousie Uni-
versity protested in solidarity
against hate crime.

Professor Peter March
joined the students during the
march in “support” of the stu-
dents when in fact he was only
there to provoke the students
in reacting in violence, and
action that was inexistence in
all Halifax protests. Despite
Professors March’s attempt
Muslim and non-Muslim stu-
dent hurt by his action acted
responsibly.

Canada has become a mo-
saic of numerous ethnic, racial,
and religious backgrounds.
More than 200 ethnic origins
have become part of Canada’s
diversity. Respecting each
other today has become more
important than ever before. It
is our right and responsibility
to become aware of the issues
that surround us. Knowledge
is power. ;

Professor Peter March, |
wish luck in your search for
fame.

A Devoted Muslim Student.

be judged by the colof[u]r of
their skin but by the content
of their character.” It is im-
portant to understand these
words and judge people based
exclusively on their character
or lack thereof. Misanthropes
truly do believe that all men
(check the first parenthesis
again) are created equally
defective.

Misanthropes have the
courage to bravely fight even
though they are always out-
numbered by the trite. Misan-
thropes stand, when possible,
for reality. Humanity has for to
long indulged in a hyper-fan-
tastic state. This brave group
has been fighting this war

for ages but the battles have

recently intensified. With the
forces of the politically correct
growing on a daily basis, the
outcome of each battle is look-
ing more nightmarish. Yet they
will still fight till the last man (if
you are seriously. still looking
up at the first note you need to
get your hands on some Rita-
lin) falls' dead. These are true
revolutionaries. If this war is
lost, the reign of the mediocre
will truly be mundane which
is merely a horizontal move
from death. Any individual that
tirelessly fights for progress
should be venerated and emu-
lated; a few statues would b

ploatlp. i pis iakias sl
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Looney
Tunes

CARTOON RAISES QUES-
TIONS OF FREEDOM OF
SPEECH AT SAINT MARY’S

BY KATHLEEN LEAMAN
Last Wednesday afternoon
a disagreement erupted in the
Philosophy department hallway-
between Professor Peter March
and a group of Muslim students.
The students were upset over a
cartoon Dr. March had posted
on his door which depicted
the prophet Mohammed with
a bomb as a Turban. They ap-
proached Dr. March in his office
to ask him why he chose to post
the cartoon.
“We just wanted to have
a conversation” said student
Ahmed Shat. He wanted to
speak to Dr. March about the
cartoon stating that “if he is
" going to post it he should know
what it contains.” Shat said
that he was simply asking for
an apology from Dr. March and
felt March should apologize
“even he thinks there are a lot
of things wrong with Islam.”
Professor March is known as
a professor who enjoys creating -
controversy and for his stance
on religious beliefs. He feels
that “when a professor senses
that they are being censored
then it is wise for them to at-
tempt to break the censorship.”
March believes that due to
Academic Freedom professors
should have the right to post
cartoons such as this one and
“the right to teach whatever they
think is the truth.” Saint Mary’s
ordered Dr. March to remove
the cartoon from his door for
reasons .of health and safety.
“The administration felt there
was a sufficiently great likeli-
hood of violence so | couldn’t
show the cartoon in the hallway”
stated March. “You can’t always
speak the truth and promote a
safe environment.”

The cartoon which is a source

of controversy was originally
published in a Danish newspa-
per as part of a contest to find
an illustrator for a_children’s
book on Islam. The cartoon as
published anonymously. It has
been reprinted several times
by newspapers as all over the
world including and...
Muslims in Indonesia, Iran,
Denmark and Canada among
others have held protests, some
peaceful, other which included
the burning of the Danish Flag,
to show their disapproval of the
Cartoon.

Here at Saint Mary’s Ahmed
Shat stated that there would be
a protest over the cartoon. Dr.
March stated that the students
are has ever right to protest
if they chose to do so. When
asked by a CBC reporter if he
was upset over Dr. March’s
posting the cartoon, Shat re-
plied “Of Course | am upset!
You see what’s happening
all over the world because
of these pictures! What is he
thinking? What is he trying to
accomplish?”

March Marches
in March
against March

BY CHRIS CLEMENTS

At noon on Thursday,
February 9th people started
gathering outside the Dalhou-
sie SUB in protest of Saint
Mary’s philosophy professor
Peter March. The protesters
were upset that Dr. March
had posted on his office the
cartoon depictions of the Is-
lamic prophet Muhammad that
have sparked violent protests
around the world. March has
been unapologetic about his
actions, citing freedom of ex-
pression and sparking an aca-
demic debate as the reasons
for his posting the cartoons.

March joined the pro-
test at the Dalhousie SUB and

was largely ignored by the

protesters at first. Protesters
were told to “ignore him” as he

was just looking for publicity.

The protests didn’t
seem to hurt business for
The Dogfather, a Muslim who
runs a popular hot dog stand
outside the Student Building.
“I grew up here and | believe
in freedom of speech,” said
The Dogfather, but he believes
there should be limits on free
speech, if for no other reason
than to protect public safety.
He went on to jokingly add that
“students are a protest waiting
to happen.”

The roughly 100 pro-
testers, along with Dr. March,
made their way to the Saint
Mary’s campus rather un-
eventfully, with one exception.
Near the intersection of Robie

and Inglis, a Saint Mary’s stu-

dent approached the group
making obscene gestures
and shouting “free speech”. A
group of about five protesters
chased him and threw their
backpacks at him. A nearby
group of students blocked the
protesters path until the police
could intervene. The student
who was chased by protest-
ers later said he was simply
using his right “to protest the
protest.”

The march finally
made it to the Saint Mary’s
Student Centre around 1:30.
The debate which was going
on inside the Student Centre
in support of the upcoming
SMUSA elections was cut
short when it became ap-
parent that the interest in the
protest exceeded the interest
in the debate.

As he was leaving the
protest, Dr. March asked one
of the protesters how to say
goodbye in Arabic, but he was
instead told how to say “I'm
sorry” which he then said to
the crowd. This brought great
cheers from the crowd. When
March was informed what had
happened, he said he wasn’t
sorry, “not in the least.”

After the protest,
March was unavailable for
comment as he was seques-
tered in his office guarded by a
phalanx of police protection.

SMUSA SAYS:
SMU Students Show
True Character

The Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity Students’ Associa-
tion (SMUSA) applauds the
Saint Mary’s University Pal-
estine Solidarity Society for
its peaceful, respectful, and
thoughtful response to the
public postings of caricatures
of the Prophet Mohammad by
Dr. Peter March, a Philosophy
professor at the University.

“Our students showed a
great level of tact today dur-
ing their demonstration,” said
Zach Churchill, President of
SMUSA. “They demonstrated
calm restraint and respect that
definitely stands in contrast to
the approach of Dr. March on
this issue.”

SMUSA acknowledges the

-right to academic freedom, but

trusts that academic freedom-
must entail open, thoughtful
dialogue; critical thinking; and
context, and that with this free-
dom must come a responsibili-
ty to respect the safety and hu-
man rights of other individuals.

“Sometimes freedom
means you have the right not
to do or not to say something.
| also am reassured that the
University Faculty Union has

decided that this was not an
issue of academic freedom.
Our students have shown the
true heart of the University
in their approach to dealing
with controversy. A lesson
many others could learn.”

concluded Mr. Churchill.

The Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity Students’ Association is
a not-for-profit organization
that provides the students of
Saint Mary’s with services,
employment and volunteer
opportunities, as well as stu-
dent advocacy. SMUSA was
incorporated.in 1966 and has
continued to play a vital role
in the Saint Mary’s commu-
nity, representing over 8500
students.

For more information

contact:
Zach Churchill

President, Saint Mary’s Uni-
versity Student’s Association
(SMUSA)

Tel: (902) 496-8701

Email: president@smusa.ca
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The Only Safe Sex Is To

Save Sex. Or so Michael

Horner would have you
Believe.

BY CM CAMPBELL

Trinity Western Univer-
sity Professor Michael Horner
spoke at St. Mary’s on Tues-
day the 7th of February. The
evening’s lecture was titled
Love, Porn, Sex and Lies and
was presented by the SMU
chapter of The Campus Cru-
sade for Christ. The power
point presentation ran for an
hour with a brief Q&A at the
end. About 18 were in at-
tendance.

Michael Horner, a phi-
losophy professor at Trinity
Western University in BC’s
Fraser Valley, has spoken at
several universities through-
out Canada and the US. The
topics of his debates and lec-
tures are commonly in relation
to the existence of God and
whether Jesus rose from the
dead. Tuesday’s lecture was
guided toward those whom
were already practicing Chris-
tians and centred on the rea-
sons one should practice sex
exclusively in a monogamous
marriage. Professor Horner
made the correlation between
pornography, the sexual revo-
lution and a loss of what
Horner referred at one point
as “...the only true, meaningful
sex we can have.”

Horner’s presentation
focused on what he argued
were the risks of having pre-
marital sex (what he described
as physical contact from the
chin down) as well as viewing
pornography. He spoke in
Chicken Soup for Soul ter-
minology, using phrases like
“Love Keys” and “Six Positive
Benefits of Waiting” and ref-
erenced authors and sources
directly linked with Christian
Evangelical groups. Horner’s
list of negative consequences

included guilt and emotional
pain. The apologist even
sighted a source that stated
young people engaged in pre-
marital sex are more likely to
suffer from mental iliness. No
specific mental illness was
indicated. Horner also pointed
to the relational and social
consequences of viewing por-
nography, arguing that con-
sumption of porn is linked to
addiction, sexual aggression
and child abuse. When asked
by a young man in the audi-
ence if Horner believed that
the majority of pornography
consumers became sexual
deviants Horner replied, “Not
most, but many.”

In the final five minutes

of a lecture highlighted by
negative consequences and
extreme situations, Profes-
sor Horner stated “Hope is a
better motivator than fear...”
and again mentioned the
benefits of abstaining and the
higher quality of sex once in
a marriage. Then the floor
was opened to questions.
The majority of questions
asked were in relation to the
nature of his sources and the
subjectivity of terms such a
“sexual revolution” and “pro-
miscuous women”. Soon
thereafter a member of the
Campus Crusade for Christ
signified that they were out
of time and Professor Horner
had to be going. When asked
by a CCFC member if the
questions asked that night
were typical, Horner remarked
“...tonight's crowd was a little
more ---sophisticated.”
The Campus Crusade for Christ,
a North American based Christian
group found both on the Univer-
sity campus as well as schools
and churches here and Europe.

5411 Spring Garden Road
902 423 1741 or

Toll Free 1877 779 2746
Gift Certificates available.
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Dance for the Cure

BY JENNIFER CRAWFORD

The first ever Dance for the
Cure event will be happening
at the Gorsebrook, on March
4th, 2006. The volunteers
have been working tirelessly,
putting up posters, getting
sponsorships, and most im-

" portantly — getting the student

population involved.

What exactly is Dance for
the Cure? It is a dance-a-thon
being organized by university
students both at Saint Mary’s
University and Mount Saint
Vincent University. Spear-
headed by the tireless and
passionate efforts of Shannon
Rafuse, she is confident that
this will be an annual event,
which can engage post-sec-
ondary students all across our
country. Her co-coordinator
at Saint Mary’s University is
Leah Bilodeau, whose pas-
sionate efforts helped to make
Breast Cancer Awareness
Week (October 2005), a huge
success.

Shannon’s experience with
breast cancer motivates her to
bring awareness to the cause,
to mobilize young people and
make them aware that they
can make positive change.

“My life was affected by
Breast Cancer in 2004 when
my mother was diagnosed with
the disease,” says Rafuse.
“During this time, | found my-

self questioning the level of
breast cancer awareness that
actually existed on University
campuses, and tried to think

of ways to increase it.”

Her hard work paid off
— in October of this year, she
initiated a Breast Cancer
Awareness Week at Saint
Mary’s University. With the
help of the Women’s Centre,
the volunteerism, caring and
enthusiasm of the Residence
Assistants, and SMUSA, the
week was a success. “Think
Pink Thursday” generated
over $700 in funds for the At-
lantic Chapter of the Canadian
‘Breast Cancer Foundation.
Over 30 students from Saint
Mary’s, many of them Resi-
dence Assistants, took part in
Run for the Cure at the end
of Breast Cancer Awareness
Week. Their fundraising total
for the run itself exceede

$2500.

There are several
ways to be involved. You can
be a volunteer to help organ-
ize the event, be a dancer
and secure sponsorships
(minimum of $50), or a corpo-
rate sponsor of the event. For
those who would like further
info, please contact Shannon

Rafuse, at (902) 483-8502.

dance 4
the cure

march 4t
@ the Gorsebrook

Europe, Australia or
New Zealand.
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Students
look forward
to working
with Minister

~ Finley

(Ottawa, ON) Canadian
students are looking forward
to continuing a positive work-
ing relationship with the new
Minister of Human Resources
and Social Development,
Diane Finley. The Minister of
HRSD presides over educa-
tion initiatives of the federal
government, and the Canada
Student Loans Program.

“During the last election,
many commitments and ideas
were discussed regarding
post-secondary education
issues. In the past, the great-
est education reforms were
accomplished by consulting
students, and developing a
working relationship based
on the open exchange of
ideas, we hope to maintain
this relationship with the new
Minister,” said Phillippe Ouel-
lette, National Director of the
Canadian Alliance of Student
Associations (CASA).

CASA believes that post-
secondary education reform
must be accomplished from
a national perspective. Co-
operation among Canada’s
federal, provincial and territo-
rial governments is essential
to provide a post-second-
ary education system that is
consistently accessible and
affordable.

The Federal government
must take a leadership role
in education reform. This
leadership role must begin
by meeting education stake-
holders, and developing the
commitments made during
the recent Federal Election.
Namely, the implementation
of a dedicated education
transfer of funds to Canada’s
provinces for post-secondary
education.

“Universities, colleges,
and their students are calling
for government leaders from
across the country to work
together and address one of
our country’s most serious
social deficits, the first step
is taking a leadership role by
consulting stakeholders, and
honouring commitments,”
added Mr. Ouellette.

The Canadian Alliance
of Student Associations is
a not-for-profit national stu-
dent organization, offering
progressive education reform
solutions. CASA is celebrat-
ing its 10th anniversary as a
successful lobby group and
represents post-secondary
students from across the
country.

www.Casa.ca



The Journal Volume 71 - Number 16

Across . 1
2. Professor who started the
cartoon controversy

4. Falling TVs kill more peo-
ple than these beasts of the
deep

9. Prestigious British university 2 v 3
10. Award winning Huskies ‘
goalie

11. Frog’s friend

12. A punk’s hairstyle

13. Proper name for a killer © K 3 & 7 g
whale ;

15. Diamond mining capital of

Sierra Leone g

16. The part of the female

anatomy that has its own

monologue 10
17. One who hates or mis-

trusts humankind

18. Community radio station 11
that's recently switched fre-

quencies 12

Down

1. City where Eiffel Tower is 13 14
located

3. One author of “The Rebel

Sell”

5. Giant ape who falls off a

building (2 words) 15 : 16

6. Campus building with the

cruisiest washroom

7. 16th century physician.and

astrologer who predicted the

future

8. The pill.can'tstop this STD |17

12. The new prémierofNova |~ ™ 1"
Scotiat & & ‘ .
14. Airling who:

SMUAum

i T

13

/ easy

()]

One simple rule:

“Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box contains the
digits 1 through 9.”

ool

to|lo|[nlv]alolw|~]o

-n-mlwooml-»-m{?ﬁ]l
N =la|o|w]lo[n|e

goumcoltnﬂ—xlmw'hl
lo|w|v]o|lo|N]s|=|o
I=lololo|w|lolw]a]
Wpcow—xmcnlmocw
wlinlolwlalololo] -

;"m—‘amcom




Wednesday, FEB 15* 2006

ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

v V!'v

BY CHRIS CLEMENTS

This year in HRM, Valen-
tine’s Day was for lovers of
‘radio. The city’s largest com-
munity radio station, CKDU,
implemented a massive in-
crease in their broadcasting
power, raising the station’s
output more than ten-fold.

CKDU has been saving
at least $5000 every year for
over a decade in preparation
for the move. “We've been
saving for this since the early
nineties,” says Stephen Kelly,
the station’s broadcast techni-

cian. The station was awarded
the high-power license in
2001, but the switch wasn’t
feasible until this year.

To accommodate the move,
the station had to switch fre-
quencies on the FM dial from
97.5 to 88.1. They are not
afraid of losing listeners, but
the classic station IDs are now
out of date. To remedy this

problem, there’s been talk of

overdubbing old IDs “as badly
and as cheesily as possible” or
even doing covers of some of
the old IDs.

mtﬁnmdt}j’

high power hug. tune in at

You ok Frog? You seem depressed.

14. mcglicflm
wmnéa .

1fm.

Movie reviews
Underworld: Evolution

This movie is one of the most
visually stunning movies that
has ever been scraped from
the underbelly of Hollywood.
The story plot characters are
as mundane as barely recom-
mended for the progression of
brilliant imagery. An imagery
completely devoid of all mean-
ing, an endless hunger for
dollars drives this blood filled
mockery. | suppose in that
way this film is quite like the
vampires it portrays in that
it has the endless hunger for
blood money.

Pro: | like fighting, guns, and
superhuman strength.

Con: This is a movie.

Video rental of the week.

The Pink Panther

Ok | am as big a fan of Steve
Martin as, say, Steve’s mom (I
got those happy feet...you're
nuts) But | have little hope for
his newest foray as Inspector
Clouseau. The original Pink
Panther is available at your
local library for free and is as
dry and hilarious as Fawlty
Towers. While worthy of a re-
make, it deserves better than
this campy slapstick version
which is now being hocked
on your T.V. screens. But hey,
you be the judge.

Pro: Inane incompetent
cops.

Con: This is a serious film to
be taken seriously

First Grad Class Event a
Huge Success!

BY JASMINE RIVIE

Saturday February 11th was
the first event held by the
Class of 2006. Itwas a Drinks
Tasting Night in the Pub de-
signed to raise both funds and
awareness for the Grad Class
and the Maroon & White Ball.
The Maroon & White Ball is
the Grad Class event to attend
— our Legacy. It is a sophis-
ticated, first class event that
will have grads talking about it
for years, and potential grads
eagerly anticipating their turn.
To make it official, we had to
choose the signature Maroon
& White Ball toasting drink,
and this was the purpose of
the party at the pub this Sat-
urday. Two weeks before the
party, Grads sent in their sug-
gestions for the official drink
of the Maroon & White Ball,
and the entries were narrowed
down to three choices. The
event was well attended, with
over 175 grads and non-grads
attending, and over $200.00
raised. Six lucky people won
the chance to taste the sug-
gestions for the M&W drink,

WOW, did you see thet chick?
Is it just me or was she HOT?

and the general consensus
from these official “judges”
and others who tasted, was
that a combination of vodka,
blue bols, sprite and grena-
dine was the winner. We have
not christened our drink yet,
but ideas like “The Maroon &
White Mist” have been tossed
around. There were some
doubts about attendance at
first because of the timing on a
Saturday Night, but with three
consecutive happy hours from
8 -11pm, and an amazing
dj from 9:30pm to 1am, the
dance floor was packed all
night. In fact, we hear that it
might have been one of the
best turnouts for the pub on
a Saturday Night! Yea Grad
Class! We want to thank the
Pub Staff for their assistance,
and a special thank you to
everyone who came to the
event to support the Grad
Class. The Maroon & White
Ball will be held at the Westin
Hotel on March 24th, so look
out for advertisement of that
and other Grad events coming
up soon.
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Greetings from Lorne the
Lounge Lizard...

It was quite a busy week
at the Gorsebrook this past
week with a little something
going on for everyone. Sunday
of course got things started
with Superbowl XL which ran
along side our varsity night.
Monday saw the incarnation
of Monday Night Fooseball
sponsored by Jim Beam and
Tuesday was Trivia Night
hosted every second Tuesday
by AIESEC Halifax. Wednes-
day was of course Open Mic

with a little added bonus of

the Athletics’ Department Date
Auction which helped raise
a lot of money for a good
cause, Thursdays are start-
ing to see a resurrection to
the pub nights of old with this
week’s Western Night which
was hosted by the Jim Beam
Party Crew who had everyone
covered in tattoos. On Fri-
day the tattoos came out for
real with the Rebirth of Punk
hosted by Jagermeister with
headliners Insubordination
and openers Raygunomics

The Gorsebrook Staff before Western Night turned into the wild

and Gunt. Andy Crosby helped
to put together a wild night of
hard rock, great prizes, good
times, one crazy mosh pit and
a lot of money raised towards
“Make Poverty History”. Sat-
urday the grad Class of 2006
held a fundraiser and DJ Lin-
delle had the music bumping.
Coming up this week we have
Canadian Club hosting the
Olympic Hockey as we will be
televising the men’s game on
Thursday at 3 pm and coming
up on Sunday the 26th is our
welcome back party for one
more night of debauchery
before the break ends, hope
to see you all in the pub!

Manager Lorne Caborn along

The Journal

“.Wm‘"&s” .AND BEERS

TOTHE

BY: TIM ANDRESEN

I, for one, would like to
thank the Gorsebrook for
tempting fate and truly rocking
the face of punk rock here in
Halifax. Talk to many or any
downtown punks about their
casual opinions of say sports
teams, uniforms, the estab-
lishment or, more to the point,
universities and your answer
will probably amount to a pile
of mucus on the sidewalk and
a glib remark.

What else is punk rock for
than for denying convention
and being a step outside the
mainstream? Which-is why,
I’'m sure, the Gorsebrook had
a few extra beefy fellows loi-
tering around in the shadows.
They looked sheepish and
intoned such witticisms as,
and | quote, “What the fuck is
this shit?”

What it was was counter
culture counting in three chord
blitzkrieg punk generating a
dance floor of spilled beer and
gleeful aggression. A prism of
life in leather, sweat stains,
tattoos, Mohawks, garrisons

Volume 71 - Number 16

and a big fuck you.

. Stomping moshpits ran
until 20 minutes after the
lights came on, driven by the
relentless sets of hometown
heroes Gunt, and soulless PEI
invaders The Insubordination,
nobody left without a bloody
nose or a half pitcher in their
guts.

Ah, | love the smell of may-
hem in the evenings. A smell
not so easily satisfied con-
sidering the local downtown
bar closings or remodelings.
Punk rock much like its fol-
lowers is slowly becoming, in
a metaphysical sense, home-
less. Cold and alone with no
place to go, the Gorsebrook
opened its doors, the punks
took complete advantage, and
as a result both Punks and St.
Mary’s were opened up to a
wider reality.

So, like | said before, thank
you Gorsebrook.- And to all
who missed this show, next
time around are “you getting
your freak on or what?!”

side part of the Jim Beam Party

Crew ;
—
The music was loud, the mohawks were high and good times were had
by all, even the staff took in parts of the mosh pit with doorman Kevin
Cooper receiving the brunt of the blows with a huge smile on his face.

west with a packed bar and dance floor.
o ,

The Rebirth of Punk was a huge success and Andy Crosby of Insubordi-
nation is hoping to put on another one near the end of the semester.

As always we would like to thank the Ivély Iais of Araar
for showing their support for their bar.

Some of our political candidates took a break from campaign-

ing to come out and support the pub.

ome of the ladies take a second to thank
Morris who was 'on hand to make sure the night went off without

a hitch.
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‘The Many Prophetic
Interpretations
of Nostradamus

BY ADAM COSTELLO

| recently came across a published
book on the great prophet, Michel
Notredame. | have to admit | didn’t
know much about Nostradamus until
| did a little research on him, and
| was amazed at what | found out.
His poetic yet cryptic quatrains are
claimed by some to conceal informa-
tion about future events and in the
past, it seems this claim has held true
on some levels. This truth however is
subject to scrutiny, for his quatrains
can be interpreted in either a sense
that. Nostradamus was even more
insightful than imagined, or that the
quatrains are so obscure, they can be
interpreted to predict any occurrence.
It is for this reason his predictions
have been deciphered to predict any-
thing from the first two world wars to
the falling of the twin towers. To better
formulate-an opinion on his predic-
tions, it must be understood who he
in fact was.

During Nostradamus’ lifetime the
Black Death (today known as the bu-
bonic plague) wiped out over a quarter
of Europe. It cannot be denied that for
this reason, a sense of apocalyptic
terror fills his quatrains. Nostradamus
can indisputably be said to have been
ahead of his time, at least in terms of
medical practice, for his treatment of
the Black Death involved removal of
the infected corpses, fresh air and
unpolluted water for the healthy, a
herbal preparation rich in Vitamin C,

and (in contravention of contemporary

medical pract@e}mt bleeding his
patients. Al'his methods proved suc-
cessful in lessening the impact of the
Black Death.

«Nestradamus began to write his
prophetic verses in 1554, saying he
had visions which he later recorded
in verse whlle stanng into water or
flag , sometimes:aided . -
by herbal sti‘mulants The resulting
quatrains (four line verses) are ob-
Ilque and elliptical, and use puns,
anagrams and allegorical imagery,
some making no sense whatsoever.
Some of them are chilling, literal de-
4 scnptloﬁ‘s*of events, giving specific

or near-specific names, geographic .

locations, astrological configurations,

and sometimes actual dates. It is this
quality of both vagueness and specifi-
city which allows each new generation
to reinterpret Nostradamus, as the

author of the book | recently came
across does at his own discretion.
Nostradamus even predicted his own
death, when his assistant wished him
goodnight on July 1, 1566, Nostrada-
mus reputedly pronounced, “You will
not find me alive at sunrise.” He was
found dead on July 2, 1566.

* To provide an example of one of the
interpretations of what Nostradamus
was trying to predict, upon decipher-

iing some of his work, one person has

inferred this statement to embody
a prediction of a coming war to our
world. This is what, in modernistic
English terms, it is thought he implies
in one of his quatrains.

“In the year of the new century and
nine months, From the sky will come
a great King of Terror... The sky will
burn' at forty-five degrees.

Fire approaches the great new
city...”

“In the city of york there will be a
great collapse,

2 twin brothers torn apart by chaos
while the fortress falls the great leader
will succumb a third big war will begin
when the big city is burning”

It must be remembered that this is
merely an interpretation of his work
and although eerily accurate, this is
merely the product of an in depth
analysis by one individual on the
original work by Nostradamus. People
often read interpretations such as
these and assume this is exactly what
Nostradamus was implying. In reality
however, his often ambiguous writing,
which also is strewn with cloaked
meanings and incorrect portions,
seems to embody almost nothing the
above passage discusses. Although a
lot of his predictions have turned out
to be duds, itis immensely interesting
to read his original work. Seemingly
incoherent at times, there are hid-
den jewels in his work that one can
legitimately infer to have relation to
previous events our world has been
witness to. It is by this method of anal-
ysis that future possible predictions
have been consistently interpreted
throughout the centuries, with indi-
viduals around the globe constantly
making claim to having deciphered
the prophets’ mmbﬁigs

In May 2004,.me

of the Italian

National Library @ggome‘“m'ade‘*anw >

amazing discovery, finding buried in
their archives, an unknown manu-

script by the famed prophet. This
manuscript was apparently handed
down to the prophet's son and later
donated by him to Pope Urban VIII. It
did not surface again until now, almost
four hundred years later. The book |

mentioned in the first paragraph how--

ever, outlines implications that author
Dr. Michael Rathford has deciphered
Nostradamus’ to be making in this
newly found manuscript. He describes
the world as we currently know it, to
be thrown into utter chaos during the
next 6 years and is terrifying to say
the least. Although he has studied
Nostradamus’ predictions for over 20
years now, nobody should infer from
his book that the atrocities he speaks
of will actually happen. For interests
sake however, | will outline what
Dr. Rathford believes Nostradamus
to be implying. Using cutting-edge
data mining techniques, Dr. Michael
Rathford claims he has sifted through
this complex word puzzle searching
for significant patterns and relation-
ships. He claims he has come up
with a predictive model when trying
to decipher Nostradamus’ work, which
he calls The Nostradamus Code,
which also happens to be the name
of the book.

To sum up what Rathford’s book
envisions happening during the next
6 years, | will briefly insert implications
that the book makes about the com-
ing world. The first, Is that the Pope
will be secretly assassinated and the
next and final pope will be treacherous
and deceiving, paving the way for the
demise of the Catholic Church. Ma-
nipulation of the IRA in Ireland by the
underworld will lead to tragedy and a
Wealthy U.S. businessman will turn
out to be a closet revolutionary and
Nazi. A great and rich power will be
subject to serious natural disasters,
particularly earthquakes and flood-
ing, and rend the nation from end
to end, causing enormous conflict,
despair, and misery. The wealthy
power will be bankrupted attempting
to deal with its disasters. Three other
great nations will send aid to help the
citizens survive.

A very bright, previously unknown
comet will appear and coincide with
the time of great geological troubles,
with earthquakes and volcanoes
erupting and disrupting weather
systems. This will cause widespread
famines and droughts, and social
upheavals in unexpected places. Na-
tions that are considered prosperous

and powerful, particularly western .

nations, will be weakened. They will
be torn:with civil strife and rioting as

people migrate to areas-that-have .

waterand.can support crop-growing.

The social upheaval and weakening
of political structures will help the 3rd
Antichrist come to power (the first
being Napoleon and Hitler).

The death of a world leader will
coincide with the appearance of a
comet. The comet will be clearly visi-
ble where the leader dies. The country
is in the Middle East. The death of the
leader and widespread crop failures
and hunger in that year will provoke
arevolt. Meanwhile, the presidents of
the U.S., a supposedly free country,
have been abusing their power to an
increasingly greater extent. During
a time of social unrest even more
so than the period of Vietham and
Watergate, the Electoral College will

be evenly split over the election of -

the new president. The process will
stalemate, with many people clam-
ouring for whichever candidate they
voted for, causing enormous tension
in the country. Internationally it will be
a sensitive situation. Because of the
split, and the extremely volatile and
explosive social unrest, putting either
candidate in office instead of the other
could start a civil war or a revolution.
After a long time of impassioned
speeches invoking- patnotlsm and
the founding fathers, a compromise
solution of holding another election
will be taken, and a candidate will be
installed without disaster.

During continuing unrest in the
Middle East, one of the leaders will be
able to get a hold of a nuclear bomb.
He will go to the greatest lengths
over the smallest things and will not
hesitate to use the weapon because
of his obsession with deadly warfare.
The people he is warring against

and cause meteorite s S,
* agricultural problems ‘resulting frol
& the erratic weather leads to world- .

Saturday, February 18th

Venue: Mcinnes Room
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AFRICAN NIGHT 2006

entertaining,
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The African

as to promote
political dimate in Afiica.

This for the first time the evert is being joirtly
o African Students Association
and the Saint Mary's African Students’ Society (SMASS)
and has been scheduled as part of the African
Mhm“inmm;ﬁ

- DASA and SMASS are student run assodiations that serve
as a voice for African students and friends of Africa at

organised by the Dalhousie

Dal and SMU respectively.

DASA and SMASS are composad of a dynamic
students who undertake a num uf
awareness of the rich

mainly African
different activities to
aultural diversity of

Night is an annual event previously

by the Dalhousie African Students' Association to
celebrate the unique and diverse African culture as well

, increased awareness about the sodal and

tradamus’ insight. No human mind

retaliate with a nuclear weapon. The
country has a coast on the Mediter-
ranean. One of the bombs will land in
the Mediterranean instead of the land,
poisoning all the fish. The passages of
trade in the region will be disrupted so -
that the people on the other coast of
the Mediterranean will be desperate
for food and will eat the fish anyway.
The book says this will happen near
the east coast of the Mediterranean
in a region of dark coloured cliffs.
The European Mediterranean coast,
particularly that of Italy and France,
will be almost uninhabitable, and Italy
will get the brunt.

Getting into the brunt of the book,
Rathford claims The Antichrist will
establish a unified monetary system
after the seizure of Asia through
propagating an alliance, after which
he will eradicate culture and embark
on a European campaign. While the
war between Europe and Asia takes
place, Weather modulation devices go
awry, and cause ice and hail storms
world wide. Devastating accidental
weaponry explosions out of Great
Britain will rupture earth energy fields
s, while

de famine. Bacteriological warfare
will strike New York and London as
the Antichrist conquers Europe and
invades Britain; the famines appar-
ently will lead to insane cannibalism.
Russia will manage to break free of
the Antichrists power and economic
reliance, and a North Pole Alliance
of North America, what's left of
Europe, and Russia will be formed.
The Antichrist’s hunger for power will
eventually get the best of him after
double crossing countries in Asia from
which his alliance with provides the
means to which he establishes his
continent wide power. Contact with
aliens will pave the way for peace and
the unity of religion and science. Or
s0 he claims.

The book talks about much more
than the few passages I've discussed
here and to be honest, | find Rath-
ford's interpretation of Nostradamus’
writings to be ridiculous. “Cutting-
edge data mining techniques” or not,
he has obviously just written a science
fiction novel, attached the famed
prophet's name to it, and is waiting for -
the money to come rolling in. Although
Nostradamus could have justifiably
provided insight into what will hap-
pen in the future, taking his quatrains
and coming up with this specific of an
apocalyptic prediction would be im-
possible at best. Nostradamus more
that likely did not intend anyone to be
able to decipher his prophesies, re-
gardless of whether or not somewhere
hidden within them, a true account of
the future can be found. | do admire
Rathford’s effort in trying to decipher
Nostradamus’ predictions into a co-
herent discourse on what our future
holds, but trying to lead us to believe
all this is a rather blatant attempt at
being a prophet himself, when he is
really nothing more than an extrava-
gant story teller. Who knows, maybe
some of the things he talks about have
been deciphered correctly and maybe
some will come true. It is my utmost
hope however, that Rathford is just a
poor old man, who seems delusional
in thinking anyone could come up
with-a consistent code that provides
an adequate means to decipher Nos-
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The Journal

Volume 71 - Number 16

BY SEAN ROY

This week’s novel is “The
Rebel Sell” (or, “why | should
stop worrying about my im-
age and start participating”),
by Joseph Heath and Andrew
Potter. In short, it's an expla-
nation and a refutation of the
idea of counterculture, why
it’s not an effective method of
dealing with political and so-
cial problems and how it's only
success has been to distract
generations of people away
from real issues.

In The Rebel Sell, Heath
and Potter begin by examining
the countercultural movement

from it's roots with the 1960’s.

flower powered, “rebellion”
of the hippies, to the gradual

transition of the hippies into -

the yuppies, the refutation of
hippie/yuppie ideology by the
punk rockers (who made it
their agenda to subvert yup-
pie principles), and to now,
where writers like Naomi Klein
and magazines like Adbusters
propose a seemingly more
concrete method for today’s
rebellious youth: “culture jam-
ming” and “subverting the
message” (which are far more
practical than the old “stick it
to the man” mantra).

Heath and Potter claim

that the hippie progression to

the “yuppie” was anything but
hypocritical. The philosophy
stayed the same and the hip-
pies simply grew up, traded
their Volkswagens for Ford
Explorers, their communes for
homes in suburbia and their
passionate disrespect for au-
thority for a relaxed alternative
to hierarchy in the corporate
sector (“silly tie Fridays” and
“Hawaiian shirt Mondays”).

In the beginning of the
book, Heath and Potter draw
attention to a new Adbusters’
campaign. To subvert the “con-
formist” corporate branding of
Nike and Reebok, Adbusters’
created an alternative: subvert
corporate hegemony by buy-
ing the Adbusters’ patented
running shoe. In this example,
the hypocrisy becomes clear:
how is creating an alternative
within the system subverting
it? Isn’t that just a form of
marketing?

This example taps into
the core of the book. Heath
and Potter argue that the
countercultural movement
and all the subversion of the
mainstream don’t actually
eliminate the perceived threat
of the system: it only diversi-
fies the marketplace in rela-
tion to consumer’s demand.
In short, consumer capitalism
co-opted counterculture a long
time ago.

The book then takes this
claim further and claims that
the very political conscious-
ness of the trendy-left has
no real value, that instead of
systematically dealing with the
obvious issues (poverty, crime,

et cetera) the countercultural
left won't settle for anything
but a complete change (or
“subversion”) of the entire
system. Their political founda-
tion often consists of radical
ideologies with no practical
application. They don’t realize
that it's sometimes necessary
to ignore one’s deeper beliefs
and focus on the obvious is-
sues, like the old days. In the
history of social movements,
the most amazing advances
have been made by people
standing in solidarity and tak-
ing action in popular debates.
In counterculture, the only
people who listen to radicals
are other radicals.

One of the main ideolo-
gies of the countercultural left
(according to the authors), is
that uniformity is imposed on
majority by the hegemony of
the marketplace. In fact, the
demands of the consumer
are what create uniformity.
Production and distribution
techniques have changed a
lot in the last fifty years: peo-
ple used to watch the same
television shows and read
the same books because

production techniques limited.

selection. Now, we live in a
five-hundred channel uni-
verse and people still watch
the same shows and read the
same books as one another.
This isn’t because they’re all
likeminded “sheep”, it's be-
cause of the communal factor
of shared experiences; Heath
and Potter claim that “reality
television” became popular
not because of its content but
because of its ability to invoke
discussion (“l think so-and-so
will be kicked off the Island”).
This argument can be used
for technology as well. The
reason computers all have
similar operating systems
and input devices, is because
standards and uniformity are
sometimes essential for wide-
spread functionality.

If every keyboard looked
different, we wouldn’t know
how to type from one com-

puter to the next and if every’

screw looked differently, we'd
have to buy billions of screw-
drivers. With this logic; the au-
thors argue that individuality is
more of a resource-intensive
prospect than uniformity, that
too much diversity is a need-
less (and sometimes wasteful)
hassle and that this modern
fixation with customization can
be traced back to the 1960s
countercultural “rebellion”.
The notion of herd-mentality,
from this perspective, is il-
lusionary.

So given all this, how does
one rebel? What does rebel-
ling mean? If Naomi Klein’s in-
famous “No Logo” is flawed in
that the alternatives proposed
do nothing more than diversify
the,marketplace and take jat-
tention away from the kind of
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The Best and Worst
Films of 2005

BY MATT SULLIVAN

Its Oscar season folks (not that
that’s suppose to mean anything),
so here is what should and should
not be taking home the Prizes.

The Best 3:

3. King Kong

Many have stated their dislike of Peter
Jackson’s LOTR follow up movie,
King Kong. Many people also listen
to Nickelback. What can | say; the
world is a funny place sometimes.
This movie was well made in every
traditional sense that a movie, nay,
a film can be. Sure some characters
and sub-plots went nowhere, but the
two stars of the film were Kong and
his lady. If you can honestly say you
weren't a little choked up when the big
monkey took the plunge at the end,
then you'’re going to have to face the
fact that you're a little bit of a soulless
prick. For all of you who said “uuhhhh
it was too long”, | ask you; just what
was it that bored you? Perhaps it was
the endless amount of sweet stuff
happening for the 3 hour duration?
Yeah, what a drag. Man, | hate it when
giant apes fight dinosaurs and break
their jaws in half!

2. The Devil’s Rejects

Yeah | bet this comes as a bit of a
surprise as one of my favorite films
of the year. | imagine most people
who have seen it likely found it just
plain disgusting, with no redeeming
qualities. Without getting into too
much detail, | will simply state that if
a film’s main characters are a family
of incestuous, homicidal, sexual-de-

viant outlaws, and if by the end of
this film you find yourself rooting for

politics that actually matter,
than what are we to do?

Unlike Klein’s “No Logo”
and other activist primers, The
Rebel Sell actually offers a few
solutions instead of pointing
out the problems. Want to
“subvert” the: market place?
Make less money (spend less
money), and become self-sus-
taining. Want to draw attention
to political issues? Take small
steps: attack issues one at a
time, collectively, in the public
sphere (the party system isn’t
as deeply flawed as the coun-
tercultural left thinks it is, if one
wants to “subvert” the system:
one can do more damage from-
the inside).

In this sense the book is far
more radical than one might
think. It captures that nagging
feeling you felt after reading
Naomi Klein, watching Michael
Moore and renting “Fight Club”
(for the seventh time). It's the
lens which clearly focuses
the pop-leftist’s intent. For
the colour blind: no, this book
isn’t right wing. It's good old
fashioned critical thinking.

If rebellion is action second
and consciousness first, then
the countercultural project
has provided us with the con-
sciousness and no where
to direct it. There is hope,
though. Maybe the false re-
alities of the countercultural
critique will end up fixing
themselves: non-participation
from the left put Bush in office.
A lack of co-operation on the
leftin Canada gave us Harper.
Hopefully these dramatic turns
will be what the left needs

e - - - ]

screen is made. As movies like Bat-

these sick fucks, then that film has
successfully drawn you into its world.
The climax of the.film is particularly
note worthy, as it has all the compo-
nents of a classic ending. Trust me,
Free Bird by Lynard Skynyrd will be
forever changed for you, when you
see the end (not that I'm into that
redneck band, | take Neil's side).
For anyone who saw Rob Zombies
last effort, House of 1000 Corpses,
you can tell after watching Rejects
that Mr. Zombie has come a hell of

a long way from that piece of crap.

1. Batman Begins

As if it should be any surprise that Bat-
man Begins takes the top spot. The
last time we saw Batman on screen he
was sporting nipples and ice skates
on his bat-suit, and had this little knob
named Robin following him around (I
fucking hate Robin). This time around
Memento director, Christopher Nolan,
and Blade writer, David Goyer, deliver
a dark, dramatic and tangible Batman
experience that even bests Burton’s
1989 version. This is by far the best
super-hero origin film ever made,
but it is also a solid film, with a solid
script, punctuated by solid perform-
ances. This movie made me want to
be Batman, laugh all you want, but it's
been quite sometime since a fictitious
character has inspired me like that.
The last time would have been when
| dove into the snow banks in my red
underwear pretending | was He-Man,
a little over 5 years ago. | mean 15
years ago. Damn, I've said too much.

Honorable mentions:

Hustle and Flow: let it be known
that | hate rap, gangster’s, and pimps,
yet | loved this movie about a rapping,
gangster-pimp. Kudos!

Star Wars Episode lll: Re-
venge of the Who Gives a Sith: Makes
the list for not sucking as hard as the
last two. This one gets a very liberal
nod. Now you can go back to watching
the kids, George.

A History of Violence: an
amazing movie overall, but there were
some awkward sex scenes. Now I'm
not one to get weirded out about stuff
like that, but the ones in this movie
were just shocking, check it out (you
know you're going to now).

The Worst 3:

3.Miss Congeniality 2: Armed
and Fabulous

O.k. so it’s like this; | haven’t actu-
ally seen this movie, but come on!
Last time somebody had me watch
something that was so insultingly
marketed exclusively to women, |
got nailed with an episode of Sex

and the City. Ever see that show?,

Holy-Hand-Grenade, | hated it so
much | could hardly breathe. Now
I’'m not trying to insult an entire
gender with these statements, just
trying to pose you ladies a question:
aren’t you at all insulted by this?
Do they really think they can play
some trite Shania Twain song on
the trailer and then you're all going
to drag your reluctant boyfriends to
obvious B.S such as this? The exact
same question could be posed for
such a film as XXX: State of the
Union (nope, didn’t see that either).
Does whoever makes these insult-
ing abominations think that they
can just throw some explosions on
screen, play some ACDC, and we're
all just going to soak it up and give
them our money? Well obviously
many of you are, as both of these
examples are sequels! SHAME ON
YOU!!! You all know who you are.

2. Fantastic Four

| am a big fan of the comic-to-film
adaptations of my favorite super-
heroes. Clearly, Batman Begins
stands as a shinning example of
how the transition from panel to

these films don't need to adhere to

every bit of geeky continuity from the
comics, but one does expect for them
to capture the tone of the comics.
Indeed there are success stories of
these cherished comic properties be-
ing justly presented on the big screen.
As | have stated, the story of Spider-
Man was well done, as was Batman
and so even was the Fantastic Four,
except the version I'm referring to
came out last year and was called
The Incredibles. Pixar’s computer
generated film (by far the studios
best), quite liberally lifted a lot of its
material from the Fantastic Four com-
ics, predominantly the aspects of the
families interaction. That was one of
my favorite films from last year (yeah
| read comics, bite me!), and | was
therefore, anticipating seeing the real
Fantastic Four kick ass in live action.
Unfortunately, some idiot let some oth-
er idiot butcher a classic. Is it that hard
to make a guy named Doctor Doom
seem menacing? Instead of having
the evil presence of say Darth Vader,
Doctor Doom instead resembled that
greasy dude who ends up distracting
you in every porno movie you have
ever seen. Sure the Thing and the Hu-
man Torch had their moments, but the
rest of this film stunk. If you haven't
seen it, don’t bother. This isn’t one of
those films that is funny for how bad
it is like, Total Recall (actually, | take
it back, Total Recall rules), it just plain
sucks. This movie was bad enough
that it almost makes me embarrassed
to admit that | read comics.

1. Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory

Tim Burtons 2005 re-imagining of
Roald Dahl’s classic offered a daz-
zling array of special effects, fantasti-
cal sets, and a cast and crew which
seemed promising. This seemingly
good idea however was subverted
by one main component: the Oompa-
Loompa songs. Every time one of
these god-awful songs played it
made me feel as though | had just
been punched in the groin by a hy-
peractive child, who then proceeded
to dance around me singing, while
his irresponsible parents laughed
and encouraged it. That's really the
role Burton is playing in this film, the
irresponsible parent who lets their
child partake in what ever silly activ-
ity they might find amusing. So who
then is Burton’s child? Why it's none
other than every neo-bohemian girl’s
dream boyfriend, Johnny Depp. Depp
is normally a fantastic actor able to
disappear into very interesting char-
acters, but here he is simply annoying
and even pretentious. If he thinks
pulling crap like playing a character
that has the charisma of Michael
Jackson (Michael Jackson now, the
80’s Mike was money) will stand, well
| guess he’s right, because plenty
of you idiots supported this piece of
trash with your precious dollars. You
may be thinking that I'm a hypocrite;
after all didn’t | pay to see this movie?
Hell no | didn't, did you even see the
trailer? The stupid music showed up
in those too. No, | have friends in high
places in the movie renting circuit
(thanks Jenny, thanks for nothing).

Honorable mentions:

The Brothers Grimm: What
happened, Terry Gilliam?
Didn’t you direct Brazil, Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas,
and Twelve Monkeys? Weren't
they all sweet? What hap-
pened?

Fever Pitch: Didn’'t even see
it and I'm insulted. Not only
was this Adam Sandler’s worst
movie yet, but they actually
took him out and replaced him
with that idiot Jimmy Fallon!

King’s Ransom: | was totally
going to go see this one, but
then | found out it wasn't a
sequel to Mel Gibson’s 1996
classic Ransom. “GIMMIE
BACK MY SON!!I”

You can watch all the Oscar

I
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Q: Will I gain weight on the pill?

Stephanie Foster:

The observation that a
hormonal contraceptive has
caused weight gain is one of
the most conventional reasons
that women give for wanting
to change their method of
birth control. This observation
is very widespread among
youth, scores of whom are
experiencing unpredictable
physical development apart
from whatever contraceptive
they happen to pick.

A bit of weight increase is
indeed one of the potential
side effects of the pill. This
is because the drug is also
a hunger stimulant. Not all

women who choose hormonal

contraceptives experience
weight gain; if they do, it is
usually minimal. Some wom-
en even lose weight. If weight
gain is a concern, have a chat
about it with your physician.

Rick Wolfe:

Before | get to the ques-

tion, just want to say “Happy

Belated Valentine’s Day” and
| hope everything went “well”
for everyone.

It really comes down to this:
no, you will not gain weight
because of the pill. You may
experience some bloating
within the first few months but
when that bloating goes away,

you aren’t left with a certain
unexpected surprise to feed.
I think it's worth it.

There are many myths that
surround the pill, many of
them are false but some are
true. For example, acne and
“‘unwanted hair growth” can
actually be subsided by use of
the pill, rather than enhanced
by it, as a third of Canadians
believe.

However, there are a lot of
falsehoods surrounding the
pill. For example, according
to a survey, 4% of the popula-
tion still believes that the pill is
a suitable form of VD (STD)
prevention. That is completely
wrong; it offers no protection
against diseases. You should
always use at least two forms
of birth control for protection
anyway (and no, two condoms
on top of each other don’t
count).

Of course, these facts are all
averages, so be sure to check
with your physicians before
you change any medicinal
treatment. For more informa-
tion, go to http://womhealth.
org.au, or-ask a doctor for
another reputable website.

And remember to keep those
g-spot questions coming!
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Between the cracks:

An Expose of Gay Cruising on the SMU campus and abroad

RUBES LEIGH RUBIN

BY: JOHNNY CRUISE
Students at Saint Mary’s go
about their daily business of
going to classes, studying,
and socializing without the
knowledge that 10 meters
away from them, some SMU
jock or computer science stu-
dent is getting blown in the
nearest campus washroom fa-
cility. Of course if you've ever
had the amazing privilege of
visiting the downstairs Loyola
washroom for an infamous #2
or an insecure #1 then you
probably would be aware of
the cruising situation. Gay,
Bi, and Straight guys have
sex in this washroom all the
time. The cracks of the first
stall of the Loyola first floor
washroom are filled with email
addresses, many owned by
SMU students.

| recently had the privilege
of chatting with “halifaxbath-
roomsex” on the gay.com
chat line. He expressed his
love for re-enacting Broke-
back Mountain in stall #2 on
weekend afternoons. | must
admit that | have never had
sex on campus but | am quite
knowledgeable in the ways of
cruising. One thing that all you
straight guys worrying about
gay guys checking you out
should know is that gay guys
will most of the time use 3
methods for checking/cruising

So, YOU wanna ne a 30 animator,
game eSigner, audio NYgiNeer,
orgraphic lesigner?

Find out what ittakes.
Join us for a FREE info session:

* Get the scoop on the latest in the billion
dollar digital entertainment industry

* Mingle with industry professionals
* Get a free portfolio and/or demo reel review

Thursday, February 16th @ 5 pm

atthe Centre for Arts and Technology — Halifax

www.getready.ca
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a potential “target”.

1. Peripherals Scan.
Now if you watched the “40
year old virgin” you should be
familiar with this. By not look-
ing directly at a target, guys
can get a general idea of the
shape and build of someone
(for some guys body is ALL
that matters, Faces can be
imagined or a paper bag can
be used, etc...)

2. The Down and Up. Ama-
jority of straight guys operate
by checking out the goodies
on a girl first and working their
way down (then they might
even look at the face if it is a
tough sell). Cruisers often do
the opposite because they do
not want to draw attention to
themselves. Legs first, then
ass, then body and almost
never the face except. . .

3. The Glare (AKA 6th
Sense). The Glare is the meth-
od used by the most cunning
and sexed cruisers. If two
cruisers connect with-a 3-10
second stare into each other’s
eyes whether it be while walk-
ing, sitting, in the washroom,
on a plane, train, or bus then
it's pretty much guaranteed
that something nasty (defini-
tions in my next edition) is go-
ing to be going on somewhere

really quick.

There are some other
famous signals too. For you
washroom enthusiasts, the
best way to signal to your stall
buddies(s) is to tap your feet,
whistle or knock on the side
of the stall.

Right now SMU has the
most coveted_cruising wash-
room in Halifax. | also hear
that the Killam 3rd floor wash-
room has some serious going
ons. If you are looking for the
ultimate cruising destination
then | would recommend go-
ing to the top of Citadel Hill at
night. The light side facing the
harbor is the prostitute side
(bring cash) while the dark
side facing the commons and
public gardens is free game.
Have you ever heard ghost
stories about solders walk-
ing around the Hill at night?
Well, now you have a new
perspective.

If you are looking for some-
place warm to get laid, check
out Seadogs on Gottingen
St. It’s just down from Halifax
Backpackers and has a frost-
ed door with 3 anchors on it.
Mondays are Student’s night
so admission is free and the
typical student rate is $6 or $8
depending on if you go during
the week or weekend.

So there’s some information many of you didn’t need
to know, but if you want to know more just email som<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>