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Teach English
Overseas

Certification Courses

¢ Intensive 60-Hour Program
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TESOL/TESL Teacher Training. |- <
- The “lifeboat theory”

TIME TO STAND UP AND
BE COUNTED

KEELYN BERGSTROM
Wrriter

Standing in thé midst of the so--
called “Winter Ball” I felt somewhat -

disoriented and disconnected with
the pride that we tend to attribute to
ourselves as students of SMU. A bet-
ter showing to the dance would have
been required in order to feel the spi-
rit that we all know and appreciate.
What makes the “Winter Ball” so
different from other school events?
There are great showings at football
games, basketball games, open’ iic
night, wing night and other such
gatherings. After all, just like those
other events mentioned, the dance
took a lot of time and effort to put to-
gether yet still managed to result in
a very poor and depressing showing.
Why is it that students did not feel the
need to spend their Thursday night at
such an event? Was it due to the fact
that they were too afraid to put them-
selves on a dance floor where they
felt exposed and open to rejection and
criticism? Even the DJ, Shayne who
played some very popular hit songs
seemed to be surprised at the lack of
students present. When asked how
the response to the music had been so
far he stated that he thought that there
would be more people in attendance.
Even with the lack of student presen-
ce at the event he managed to evoke
an enthusiastic group of individuals
who danced and had a good time.
Whilst talking to various people
scattered across the dance floor I
heard many state that the dance was
merely a stopping point before they
went downtown and had the time
they had been waiting for all night;
considering it a better pre — drinking
spot than their residence room. I was
surprised by this statement, seeing as

how downtown is: s.eemmgly always
available and the dance was one of
few ‘open to: the enjoyment of Saint
Mary’s students during the academic
year. Although, in spite of the fact that
we were in the student union building
there is no doubt-that the dancing
was that of something you would
see at a club or bar. People coupled
with alcohol make a very interesting
and stimulating crowd during events
taking place within campus. There
were the odd and obvious few that
had chugged a few:too many drinks
before stepping into the building but
for the most part all of the individuals
present seemed to be having a good
time and chatting up their dance part-
ners to some upbeat and motivating
music.

It seems as 1f -the fear of getting
to know people that you have never
met before prevailed and caused the
room to be solely filled with balloons,
streamers and a small group of stu-
dents who chose to attend. I would
love to ignite the feeling of pride
required within our student body if
better events are to be in our school’s
future. What ever happened to our
proudly fuelled argument about how
SMU students are more interesting
than those who attend DAL? How can
we really truly be proud of an iden-
tity that ceases to exist? With these
thoughts in mind it is time to remem-
ber that school spirit is an important
part of the SMU identity. Don’t just
sit back and watch these opportunities
to exhibit a bit of pride in our school
pass you by for it is in doing that we
are likely to succeed as a thriving and
ambitious student body. Next time in
the name of participation get out the-
re and do your part toward showing a
bit of school spirit!

.OUR MORAL OBLIGATION TO.
WORLD HUNGER

KAY JEFFREY
Contributor

Ethicists immerse themselves in
the controversial debate of whether
or not First World nations have a
moral obligation to assist developing
nations.

Writers, such as William Aiken, used
theoretical situations in an attempt to
further explore our moral obligation,

_as the wealthier part of world, to the

lesser. In his book, World Hunger and
Morality, he describes the “lifeboat
theory”. The theory suggests that the
Earth’s resources can be compared
to a lifeboat and there are only 100
people who can survive on the boat.
This select group of people signify
the wealthy nations. However, there
are 3000 people in the water at risk
of drowning. If the people on the
lifeboat were to let the people in the
water on board, the lifeboat would
sink and everyone would then drown.
is essentially
associated with the Earth’s carrying

- capacity. Thus, there are many pro-

blems associated with the wealthy
nations assisting the developing nati-
ons with long and short term affects.
Then, one must take morality into
consideration. There are parents and
children in these poorer nations dying
from diseases like diarrhoea that can
be cured by medication found at your
local drug store. There is no question
that the rich countries would have to
endure the consequences of aiding
poorer countries, but there is question
as to whether this is selfish and amo-

ral, considering miror inconyenien-
ces could save millions of lives.
William Aliken associated the aid
of developing nations to the Earth’s
limited carrying capacity. It is esti-
mated that 90% of birth rates from
now until 2025, will have occurred
in these poor nations. If we were
to assist these nations, it is argued
that we would be putting a devasta-
ting demand on the Earth’s limited
natural resources. This causes long
term affects on the global economy
because allowing aid to developing
nations is essentially letting the peo-
ple in them live and reproduce at a
much faster rate than they are dying
off, putting a demand on the world’s
food supply. A boost in the demand
for production, combined with the
exploding global population could

- potentially risk the survival of future

generations, despite what country
they live: in, rich or poor.

- The short term problems in aiding
poor countries lie in their gover-
nments and also in their ability to
achieve self-sufficiency. By giving
food to poor countries, in some
cases, it is forcing the locals that
sell food to compete with free food.
Also, it is impossible to give directly
to the people. The aid must first go to
the countries’ government and since
many poor nation’s governments are
corrupt, it often does not go to the
people. Instead, the aid is given to
the military, or kept with the richer.

THE DYING APPRECIATION
S OE: LANGUAGE

KEELYN BERGSTROM
Writer

While walking down the hallways of
SMU 1 have discovered a growing
trend in the way that our age group
communicates with those around
them. It is a habit which I am sure is
becoming increasingly apparent to
our professors, families, and those
of whom choose to honour the use of
proper presentation of our language.
It seems as if the appreciation of li-
terature and linguistics has been lost.
Are we really refusing to speak in a
manner that represents intelligence

and intellectual capacity? When'did -

“Huh?” become an acceptable re-
placement for “Pardon me, I happe-

ned to miss what you said.” Grunting
“What’s up?” to acquaintances spot- -
“ted in the hallways is now considered

a passing communicative form for

“Good Morning! How is your day

going so far?” People have become
so used to fishing for a few short
words from within their not-so-long
list of accessible vocabulary in order
to express themselves. How can you
possibly expect to convey any sense
of mature emotion with such a short
and lazy approach to the English lan-
guage? I believe that the root of this
problem is an avoidance of good li-
terature on the part of many people
within our society. -

There is a genuine fear of reading
that has caused a complete loss of
interest in regard to books. I am not
suggesting that Tolstoy’s Anna Kar-
enina or Thackeray’s Vanity Fair are
books that would interest everyone.
There are a lot of modern pieces of
literature that are well worth picking
up and enjoying in place of the ob-
vious classics. In fact, these are even
specified by preference and interest.
You can gain access to business, sci-
ence, architectural, travel or athletic
books easily. All you have to do is
take yourself to a book store or a li-
brary and let the immersing begin!

It has even noticeably become a ha-
bit to assume that those who read for

It is also argued that instead of the
“have not” countries acting with
responsibility and working on food
production and population growth
regulation, they have spent all their
money on corruption and mili-

tary regimes. Therefore, the “have”
countries should not have to suffer
for the irresponsibility of a negligent
neighbour.

The notion that the have countries
should not suffer for the irrespon-
sibility of the have not countries,
neglects the simple truth that people,
just like us, are dying every day in
thousands. Eight million child deaths
each year are a result of diarrhea and
other respiratory illnesses. These
are illnesses that can be cured by
cheap medicine at your fingertips.
One child dies every three seconds
due to poverty and the cost to aid
world hunger, is less than the cost to
advertise cigarettes in one year.

In an article, World Hunger: A Mo-
ral Response, by Claire Andre and
Manuel Velaquez, they explain that
in giving to the poor, the rich nations
will experience some minor incon-
veniences in their style of living.
However, they compare this selfish
mindset to “failing to save a child
drowning in a poot because of the
inconvenience of getting one’s clo-
thes wet”. It is also argued that when
the wealthy population of first world
countries spend money needlessly,
they are in turn responsible for the

pleasure are ndlculous 1nd1v1duals
who have nothing better to do with
their time. I beg to differ. Although it
may seem to some that sitting with a
book for hours on end is an antiso-
cial ritual waiting to be shed, I do ot
agree. Studies have shown that those
who are well read in the area of fic-

-tion tend to have better social skills

and show a greater understanding of
other’s emotions. Many authentic in-
tellectuals have been raised off of the
awe-inspiring and intricate words’of

‘those who came before them. (Baek

when people did not use shortened
versions.of words and cold language
which conveys no message worth un-
derstanding).

Instead of using your lesser Judge-
ment in archetypically defining these
individuals, why don’t you try to read
something interesting yourselves?
Maybe expand that short vocabulary
of yours and sound like a more intelli-
gent and thought provoking individu-
al. Not only will this help with mental
capacity and social awareness, it will
also enhance your writing skills which
will, in consequence, very likely im-
prove your marks in university clas-
ses. I cannot imagine that professors
enjoy reading the same fifty words
re arranged in a thousand different
ways and spread out onto ten pages.
It seems to me that gaining an appre-
ciation of literature and vocabulary is
an idea that could benefit everyone. If
you say that you do not have the time
to enjoy foolish pages of writing that
hold no importance to you whatsoe-
ver then I may have to stare at you in
utter disbelief. If you consider face-
book or MSN a better and more pro-
ductive way to spend your spare time
then I guess that is your decision. I
find that reading books is a lot more
therapeutic that reading the newest
upcoming dramas between circles
of friends (and even, viewing them
through pictures!). Being spoon-fed a
diet of abbreviated thoughts and flip-
pant responses from others is not to
be considered mind expanding. Cau-

needless deaths that are happening
in poverty-stricken countries. This
theory can be compared to-killing so-
meone unmtentlonally, yet still being
morally responsible. By not assisting
these nations, one could suggest that
we are indirectly committing moral
murder, by casually letting people
die that we could potentially save.

The argument presented by Wil-
liam Aiken, that aiding poor nations
will boost population growth in de-
veloping countries can be countered
by the evidence shown by wealthy
nations that as a country accumulates
more wealth, the birth rates tend to
decrease. In respect to the world’s
natural resources, the average
American uses up to thirty times the
natural world resources of an Asian
or African. If anyone is putting a
demand on the global food supply, it
would not be those of poorer nations.

There is a large gap between weal-
thy nations and developing nations.
It is our obligation, morally, to make
this gap smaller. It’s often forgotten
that we live in a global village. It’s
up to us to remember that one must
assist their neighbor, whether it be
the person beside you or the country.
Every initiative you take, word you
speak, and kindness you give matters
in the world.

“A nation’s culture resides in the
hearts and in the soul of its people.
-Mohandas Gandhi

www.smujournal.ca
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INTERVIEW WITH PROVI
LEADER DARREL DEXTER

ment create a national needs-based

B

}\l}FF CUSACK
ews Editor
Let it never be said that the provin-

cial NDP is run by socialists. Before
my interview with NDP leader Darrel
Dexter began, he was enthusiastically
meeting with venture capitalists from
Bastionhost to discuss their “Data-
ville” project, which aims to make
Halifax a data hub to bridge the fi-
nancial centres between New York
and London.

To start my interview, I
asked Mr. Dexter how he
envisions helping students
with their financial problems,
which are being made worse
by the recession. He ex-
plained to me that his soluti-
on would be to invest in infra-
structure, but not to focus on
material infrastructure such
as bridges and roads, which
has been the priority of the
provincial government. His
priority would be to invest in
human infrastructure, and use
federal aid for increased fun-
ding for education, job skills
training, and government
work programs to improve
the ability of the workforce.
He pointed out that those with
a post-secondary education
earn 60-70% more than those
with a high school education,
meaning that improving ac-
cess to post-secondary educa-
tion is important for growing
the economy. He also emphasized
the importance of education to him,
explaining that he got his start in po-
litics as a student politician.

Recent statistics have shown a
drop in the enrolment numbers at Ha-
lifax universities as well as decreased
interest in post-secondary education.
When asked about this Mr. Dexter
said that he didn’t think there really

~ was decreased interest, but that Ha-
lifax universities had simply priced
themselves out of the market. He be-
lieves that because of its low tuition,
instead of going to a school in Nova
Scotia many students go to Memorial
University in Newfoundland, which
has so many Nova Scotian students
they have their own student associati-
on. He said that an additional down-
side to Nova Scotian students going
to non-NS universities was that many
of them never come back, leading to a
loss of potential human capital.

Looking beyond the province’s
borders, Mr. Dexter called out-of-
province students Nova Scotia’s sin-
gle biggest immigration opportunity,
and said more should be done to keep
them in the province after they finish
their education. He explained that
providing students with better sum-
mer jobs, increasing co-op opportu-
nities and the number of business in-
ternships, and creating a program for
internships within the provincial go-
vernment could integrate newcomers
into Nova Scotia and prompt native
Nova Scotians to stay by providing
them with good jobs and sound finan-
cial footing. Mr. Dexter explained
that the government once had an in-
ternship program for students, which
many current senior bureaucrats in
the legislature participated in. With
many provincial bureaucrats about to
retire, an internship program could
lead to a career path for many stu-
dents as new jobs open up.

Although Mr. Dexter said that he
stayed out of the affairs of federal po-
liticians, including those of his own
party, he did repeatedly emphasize
his desire to see the federal govern-

grant system for post-secondary edu-
cation. This would create a situation
where all students in Nova Scotia had
access to education, and didn’t have
to leave the province after graduating
in order to pay off debt.

Regarding the current provincial
government’s education policy, Mr.
Dexter said that although the govern-
ment has pledged that they will lower

Nova Scotia’s tuition to parity with
the national average, they have yet to
do so. He also noted that the reduc-
tions that have been made only affect
students from Nova Scotia, which
could be disadvantageous for N.S. in
its role as Canada’s biggest importer
of students. Mr. Dexter said that if he
were premier he would reduce tuition
to a competitive level and then freeze
it. I asked him how this would affect
the capital level of universities and
their ability to invest in new projects,
as several institutions have come out
against tuition freezes due to fear of
losing money needed for investment.
He agreed that the money lost through
tuition reductions had to be matched
by increased government contributi-
ons to Nova Scotian universities so
that they could continue to invest in
education and infrastructure.

Mr. Dexter expressed frustration
with the current provincial gover-
nment under Conservative leader
Rodney MacDonald. He felt that the
Premier has been uncooperative, and
has been purposefully trying to cre-
ate wedge issues between the NDP
and Conservatives rather than put-
ting the needs of Nova Scotians first.
He gave the provincial government’s
Bill 1, which would have eliminated
the right of health workers to strike,
as an example. He claimed that this
bill was only introduced to get public
opinion on the side of the govern-
ment and away from the NDP, and
then was quickly dropped when the
opposite happened. Mr. Dexter said
that his relationship with former pre-
mier John Hamm was much better.
The two met regularly and looked at
which issues they could collaborate
on and which issues they could not.
He reported that this stopped. after
Mr. MacDonald took power.

The NDP’s frustration with the
Conservatives may soon trigger an
election. Mr. Dexter was clear that
the current 3 year old government has
been around for longer than is typical
for a minority government, and that it
would be “foolish” not to prepare for

NCIAL NDP

a spring election. So far the NDP has
secured 35 of 52 nominations for the
next election and are close to securing
several more. Mr. Dexter said that as
a party which has always tried to be
progressive, he hopes that his party
will appeal to the province’s youth.
He said that politics in Nova Sco-
tia needed to become about “Hope”
again, and that there was no reason
that Nova Scotia couldn’t embrace
Hope and Change the way the
United States has with their re-
cent federal election.

Since the inception of the
Atlantica concept, which in-
volves economic harmoniza-
tion between the Atlantic Pro-
vinces and the North-Eastern
U.S. (Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont and New York), stu-
dents in Nova Scotia have been
involved in protesting it. Be-
fore discussing the issue with
me, Mr. Dexter explained first
that an unfortunate side effect
of the Atlantica controversy
was that many had begun to
associate it with the Atlantic
Gateway project, an important
project aiming to turn Halifax
into a pivotal port of call for
emerging markets in Asia. On
Atlantica itself; he said that
he thought the concept was
completely unworkable. As a
member of the Council of State
Governments, which includes
both American States'and Canadian
Provinces, Mr. Dexter said he was
seeing an increasing awareness that
the political systems of the two coun-
tries were simply too diffe-
rent for harmonization to oc-
cur. Even Vermont and New
Hampshire, two neighbouring
states, have been unable to
harmonize their economies
with each other, and they are
far more similar to each other
than to the Canadian provin-
ces.

Instead of focusing on the
Atlantica concept, Mr. Dexter
believes other cross-border is-
sues deserve more attention.
He specifically focused on
the Western Hemisphere Tra-
vel Initiative, which requires
anyone who enters the United
States, including Americans,
to have a passport. With only
60% of Americans having pas-
sports, this could hurt Nova
Scotia’s tourism industry as
well as other industries that
depend on cross-border traf-
fic. Institutions such as the
World Trade and Convention
Centre in' downtown Halifax
could potentially lose oppor-
tunities to host conventions
for American-based compa-
nies. Mr. Dexter was hopeful
that the new Obama adminis-
tration would see fit to re-eva-
luate the Initiative. He also
said that border efficiency as
a whole could be improved,
and wanted to work together
with American states to enact
joint initiatives to improve the
flow of trade. A more efficient
system of trade is essential if
Halifax is to act as a main port
of call as part of the Atlantic
Gateway project.

This interview is the first in
a series of interviews with lea-
ders who impact the lives of
Halifax residents. Next week
I talk to Mayor Peter Kelley.

{HAPPENING @ SMU

INTERNATIONAL DEV

LOPMENT WEEK EVENTS AND MORE!

Wednesday,
}\I}FF CUSACK

ews Editor
Fisher, President and CEO will be
giving a lecture on the importance
of Girls’ education in the developing
world. The lecture is entitled: Girls’
Education: An Inoculation Against
Abuse and Exploitation. An abbrevi-
ated version of the lecture takes place
from 12:00-1:00pm in the Interna-
tional Centre on the 3rd floor of the
SUB. The full lecture takes place in
Burke Theatre B from 7-9:00 pm.

**THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5**
Help support Cancer research by
causing pain to others! The Journal’s
Trumped team is raising money for the
Canadian Cancer Society by hosting
Clip, Snip & Rip! A... unique event
where participants donate money in
order to cut a chunk of hair (snip),
shave some hair (clip,) or just tear
some hair out with wax (rip!). The
event goes from 7:00pm — 12:00am
in the SUB cafeteria, so you can par-
ticipate and then go get drunk and eat
wings at the bar right next door! Or
get drunk and then participate (pro-
bably not a good idea)! A great way
to get rid of some of that pent-up rage
from the preceding school week.

Thursday, February 5: Jacob Deng,
one of the “Lost Boys of Sudan” and
a Saint Mary’s Student, will give a
talk on how one individual can make
a difference in the world. Deng is a
refugee from the Sudan who spent
years wandering through Ethiopia,
Sudan, and Kenya with thousands
of other children forced from their

%) HUMBER

The Business School

homes. Conditions were so bad that
an average of twenty children died
each day. Today Deng runs Wadeng
Wings of Hope, a charity which raises
money for the education of children in
Southern Sudan. The talk goes from
6:00-8:30 in McNally Main 208.

Friday February 6: Ben White, a
professor of Rural Sociology at The
Hague, will be giving a presentation
called Rethinking ‘Child Labour’:
rights and wrongs of children’s work.
The lecture explores times when paid -
labour done by children can be benefi-
cial and not harmful, and times when
unpaid work at home and school can
be harmful. McNally Main 208, 12-
1:00pm.

Friday, February 6: The IDS grad so-
ciety is hosting its annual trivia night
from 7-10:00pm. Entry is five dollars -
and there are many prizes to be won.
All proceeds go to Wadeng Wings of
Hope, a charity which raises money
so that children in Southern Sudan
can get an education.

**Friday, February 6: The IDS so-
ciety and WUSC. are hosting the
ROCK FOR REFUGEES concert
at the Gorsebrook. Headlining the
concert is Saa Andrew, an inspirati-
onal musician and refugee from Si-.
erra Leone, Saa Andrew’s Dance Hall
Reggae and R&B is sure to impress
you. All proceeds from the night go
to WUSC’s student refugee program,
which allows the group to fund a refu-
gee’s education and accommodations
at Saint Mary’s for a year. $2 dollars
if you attend trivia night, $4 dollars if
you come in after 9:30.

| earned my undergraduate degree.

Now, | want a
rewarding career*

*not just a job

In less than one year, Humber
postgraduate programs will help
you launch your career in:

Financial Planning
Human Resources

International Development
International Marketing
Marketing Management
Public Administration

Building on your university degree,
Humber’s postgraduate programs offer a
concentrated curriculum, career-focused
courses and practical field placements.
You'll gain the real-world experience and
skills that employers value most.

Get the career you want — apply now.

business.humber.ca
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The body is a beautiful thing. As long
as we have been around, we have
been capable of admiring each other
and ourselves in our
immaculate forms. Of
course, as long the body
has received reverence,
it has also been used and
abused. So what draws
the line between the na-
ked body being seen as
art, or as a sexual image?
The Saint Mary’s women
centre hosted a small
debate on this issue last
week, one of many that
the society will host on
a bi-weekly basis. What
is it that classifies the
naked body as art, ero-
tica, or pornography? Is
it the intent of the artist,
the subject, or our own
culture which draws the
lines?

In this culture, the
naked body is every-
where, yet it often tends
to be over-scandalized at
the same time. A concept that comes
up often in this topic is the concept
of decency. Many perceive that it is
decency which decides the role of the
naked body, while others argue that it
is about intent. Who is it that decides
what is ‘decent’? Those with more
conservative values may argue with
more liberal folk over what chan-
ges when a nipple is revealed in an
image. As for intent, whose intent is
the one that matters? A photographer

PORNOGRAPHY7

may take an amstlc nude shot, and
the picture may be seen by a viewer
as a sexual image. For the viewer, the
intent may be pornographic while for
another it may have artistic and alter-
native intent. Like everything else,

things are taken to mean different
things by different people. So what is
it that makes us so inclined to relate
the naked body to something sexual?

One argument on this topic might
be culturally related: is it the culture
which has created us that tells us that
the naked body should be understood
as a sexual object? Or is it natural that
we are attracted to the naked image?
Pornography itself can be understood
as either an industry which subju-

gates and OVEerpowers women, or an

industry which empowers and frees
women. s this industry turning other
women into idolized sex objects, or

“into sexually independent human

beings? Is this sexuality also deser-
ving of artistic respect, or
will it also be viewed as
pornography?

In the past, sex has
been encouraged and em-
braced while in other si-
tuations repressed strictly.
Today, we have the same
dramatically different
perspectives in action si-
multaneously. While the
fine art industry is very
free from these classifi-
cations as art comes in
many forms, it is other
industries which see cri-
ticism. Film, for example,
has to fight for certain
ratings if they show a lit-
tle too much (Zack and
Miri) while no one blinks
at vivid yet dark scenes
(Highlander). Books jug-
gle between ‘erotica’ and
‘romance’, and comics
struggle to stay in their
target audience regardless of a poten-
tially inappropriate plot point. Who
is it that defines what is appropriate
for what genre, and what is not? What
is it that transforms the naked body
from art to porn?

To discuss this debate and many
others, feel free to pop into the Saint
Mary’s Women’s Centre, located on
the fifth floor of the Students’ Centre

THE WAR AT ELLSMERE ~
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From the artist of Jenny’s Bro-
thers, a comic strip you may
have seen in the Chronicle He-
rald, comes a new volume from
Haligonian artist and writer
Faith Erin Hicks. This is a wri-
ter I was introduced to after she
worked closely with my brother-
in-law on the new George of the
Jungle cartoon. Promptly after,
he leant me her first published
work, Zombies Calling, about
a zombie movie aficionado who
finds herself living in a zombie
apocalypse. After the success
of Zombies, and her popular
web comic Demonology 101,
The War at Ellsmere is a little
closer to reality, about a young
girl named Juniper who receives
a scholarship to attend a private
boarding school.

Juniper comes from a second-
class family who finds herself
fighting for survival in a first-
class institution. The prestigious
Ellsmere is a building surroun-
ded by forests, and within it Ju-
niper finds a quirky and intimate
friend in her roommate Cassie,
as well as a viciously competitive ne-
mesis in her peer, Emily. On top of
everything, there lurks a great secret
in the forests, involving the founders
of the school, and something that has
captured Cassie’s heart.

The War at Ellsmere is an inte-
resting story to find marketed toward

University students, (you might have
noticed posters all over SMU cam-
pus close to the holiday season) it’s

a sweet and sentimental tale, and yet
at the same time highly aware of the
merciless cruelty of youth. There are
topics of talent, mysticism, death,
friendship and rivalry, all within 156
wonderfully illustrated pages. Hicks’
art style is simple but practised, and
grows on you throughout the novel.

The writing is great, with one sorely
missed element: length. Although
Hicks’ work reads with her charac-
ters feeling like familiar
friends, they are not gi-
ven a sufficient amount
of time to develop them-
selves. Rather than fee-
ling fulfilled and satis-
fied by the novel, I am
appeased — but I wasn’t
ready to say goodbye
just yet. It feels like they
were taken from me in
the middle of our get-
ting to know each other
better. Maybe Ellsmere
would have been at its
prime at a rounded 200
pages.

If you’re looking
for a nice short, visual
read, then The War at
Ellsmere would proba-
bly suit you. With the
same heart as Bryan Lee
O’Malley’s Lost At Sea
(a personal favourite),
Ellsmere will be capable
of capturing the heart
of many young girls
trying to find their way
around the last stretch
until freedom. It may also be a great
relief to those of us waiting for our
own light at the end of the tunnel. I
spent much of The War at Ellsmere
thinking about how much I needed
this book when I was seventeen.
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What is In-Flight Safety you may

ask? This image may come to mind: a
flight attendant demonstrating safety
procedures and emergency exits; the
question we’re dealing- with here is
who? Halifax’s In-Flight Safety, is
a band in operation since the early
2000s. Their members have inclu-
ded: Brad Goodsell (bass), John Mul-
lane (voice, guitars), Glen Nicholson
(drums), and Daniel Ledwell (piano,
guitars, and keyboards).

The members of In-Flight Safety met
as students at Mount Allison Univer-
sity, in Sackville, New Brunswick.
Glen Nicholson, drummer for IFS,
explained that the members kind of
found each other based on common
interests, friendship, and then a band.
What had started out as something to
do on the weeknights after nine, tur-
ned into something bigger than they
had ever imagined. As it turns out
their name does indeed derive from
flying. John Mullane, vocals for IFS
had written a song titled: In-Flight
Safety, which Nicholson expressed,
was not a crowd pleaser among the
band. The song articulated Mullane’s
fear of flying; eventually the name
just stuck.

“WE ARE AN EMPIRE, M
DEAR; INTERVIEW WITI—I
IN FLIGHT SAFETY

cones o ansei

an

-In-Flight Safety’s newest album,
“We Are an Empire, My Dear”, was
released on January 27th, 2009 with
twelve brand new tracks. This album
shows a more edgy and serious side
of the group, with tracks such as:
“torches,” “model homes,” and “ac-
tors.” The new album leans more to-
ward issues and feelings surrounding
society and civilization in general.
The band has faced many learning
curves along the path of making mu-
sic, and they have become more edu-
cated about the industry, Canada and
their experiences through working
with other musicians and touring as
a whole. Nicholson said that there is
no right or wrong in this industry, and
that this album has given them a lot
of freedom and a clear and realistic
look on their level of success. “We
Are an Empire, My Dear” definitely
brings something new to the local
music scene, especially if you’re loo-
king for that “new music fix” or you
just happen to be long-time fan, such
as myself.

The Marquee is one of the band’s
favourite stages to play on, and the
location will be hosting their CD re-
lease party on February 6th at 10. IFS
have good expectations for the show,

\ﬂm\ﬂ‘ﬂ'éu

SUMMER CAMP JOBS IN THE US

Immsledmwmng {or The Journal? Join our
hursday at 4pm or Monday at [0am m'fh:lomxa!
o the Sth floor of the student Union Building.

50!1

CAMP TOWANDA, a coed residential summer camp in Pennsylva-
nia has openings for counselors, coaches and instructors 6/20-8/15.

Applicants 19+ earn excellent salary, room, board, travel allowance
and J-1 visa reimbursement. Information meeting at SMU Monday

evening February 9th at 7:00 PM in SOBEY Room 160. Interviewing
Wednesday February 11th from 10-3 at Student Employment Center
Room 411A.Visit www.camptowanda.com Staff Experience for ap-
plication. Other questions??? Or to sign up for an interview....

staff@camptowanda.com or call 800 923-2267.

email

www.smujournal.ca
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SugarBird by Paul Reddick
4/5

Acoustics and voice
An album of sounds we love,
And often forget.

Date and Destroy by The Maynards
3/5

Catchy garage rock
I want to sway and bang some.
Lots of the same thing. = . -

Fantasy Black Channel by Late of the
Pier
4/5

This is what I like,
Melody in all the sounds
New age, plus retro.

Automatic/Musquito Bite EP by Sta-
cy Lloyd Brown
3/5

Acoustic and synth.

- You think you know th1s album,
3¢ then the next song starts.

Machete Avenue by Chad Michael
Stewarts

=245

There are some nice ones,
But everything sounds the same.
Masses will love it.

The Memories Attack 2 by The Me-
mories Attack

"2/5

How to describe this?
Hypnotic rock sounds and words,
In a boring way.

REVIEW... IN A HAIKU

In My Own Company by Ryan Mac-

?/rsath When The World Comes Down by
All-American Rejects

The new East-Coast sound, s

So familiar, yet unique. At catchy.

I think I’m in love

Ray Guns Are Not Just The Future by

They have a late-nineties’ sound.

The Bird and the Bee Laurent
3/5
5/5
i Truly beautiful
Fantastic vocals s o i

Jazz-dancing through streets music.

DAWN DAVIS & ]ENNIFER
YOUNG '

The comic book sure has been gran-
ted a piece of credibility lately with
films like The Dark Knight and roles
such as Robert Downey Jr.’s portra-
yal of Tony Stark in Ironman finding
popularity in mainstream culture — a
position superhero comics have often
flirted with tentatively though any ho-
nest attempts at courtship have been
abortive at best. More often than not,
mainstream culture has had a greater
impact on the super-hero genre than
vice-versa, as seen in the mid-nine-
ties when the success of prime-time
drama Lois & Clark finally united
Superman and. his long term love in-
terest, Lois Lane thusly inspiring DC
comics to finally take the plunge and
marry off their flagship character.
This new veneer of sophistication
that has been artificially grafted onto
the most popular comic genre has ca-
sual readers of sequential art clamou-
ring to define the difference and se-

paration between artistic comics and
the things nerds read. From this dark
pit of social phobia comes the term:
“graphic novel”.

Now, I’m not going to tell you
that there is no such thing as a graphic
novel, but.I would like you to know
that the term is frequently and enthu-
siastically misused. It has become (or
perhaps it always has been) a term
people use to excuse their reading
material. “Umm, this is not a comic
book. I don’t read comic books — this
is a graphic novel.” I’ll give you a
quick example here (and, currently,
a high profile one): Alan Moore’s
Watchmen is not a graphic novel. It is
a comic book, inarguably. Moore will
tell you so; himself.

So, you may ask, where is the line
drawn? Most people would have you
think it is a tonal separation: comics
are kids stuff. It’s lowest common
denominator brainless entertainment
that feeds the reptilian hump of the
unevolved psyche. Graphic novels

-are mature, thoughtful and complex,

dedicated to exploring “real human
issues”. If you haven’t guessed it,
this is all wrong. If there’s any sim-
ple answer, it’s a matter of serializa-
tion. While — like Watchmen — many
finished comics do work as a single,
novel-like narrative, which the story
was originally told in a separate is-
sue format is an important attribute at
work. Watchmen famously features
an issue with mirrored panels, a care-
ful bit of artistry which is impressive
read as a chapter of a larger work, but
totally staggering as a single issue ex-
perience. Comics are patchwork sto-
ries made up of smaller stories within
a flexible tapestry.

While graphic novels are created
as large, singular bodies of work,
such as Maus, and are clearly legiti-
mate meaningful works of visual sto-
rytelling, stop to think the next time
you read a “graphic novel” about how
that story wove itself together. Maybe
there’s a lot more work to its planning
then you had originally guessed.

Yo
itor

DAWN
& E

Listed here are comics (not graphic
novels) that you — the not comic fan
— might just love. Comic fans, you’ve
heard of these before. Extensively.

Strangers in Paradise: a simple story
about a complicated love triangle that
turns into an international crime dra-
ma, but never loses its heart.

Spider-Man Loves Mary Jane: a char-

ming series about Mary Jane Watson

in high school.

Runaways: a tragicomedy about su-
per powered kids on the run from

their super villain parents.

Preacher: holy man on a mission to
find God and make him take respon-
sibility for his creations. Crude, rude,
hyper violent, but oddly touching.

Transmetropolitan: Spider Jerusalem
is the Hunter S. Thompson of the

R e o MM; .

near future. A story about polltlcs and.

gonzo journalism.

Fables: fairy tale characters forced
into the real world and then taken to
their logical conclusion.

Y: The Last Man: exactly what it
sounds like, except not sexist. Brilli-
ant suspense.

Bone: an all-ages fantasy odyssey
about family legacy, morality, mee-
ting your destiny and all that stuff.

HORDS

_ Story One
| Walking down the hallway, | smeit some-

thing familiar. " This smells like K” A couple

| of meters later, there was a different scent.
| “This smells like Y Then it hit me like a car
| going 100km/hr, | forgot what you simell

| like. | remember the day after we “broke

| up’; | had a few drinks, couldn’t sleep and

| ended up at your place, huddled up in

L your bed, hiding under the sheets, crying.
| With every breath | took | was breathing

| you in, hoping to take in as much as |
 could, for | knew it'd be the last time.

Story Two

| Unforgettable experience. Wealth of new

| friendships. Respect from peers. Compre-

| hensive training. Amazing skill develop-

| ment augmenting your degree, improve

| your employability upon graduation.

| This can be your Saint Mary's experience.

| How? Residence Assistant. RA. Leadership.
| Communication skills. Problem solving.

| Adaptabiiity. Resource person. Helping

| others make their transition to University.

| Support person, Event organizer. Program-
| mer. Crisis intervener. Administrative and

| volunteer opportunities. Satisfaction of a

| job well done. Learn how you can make

L a real difference at the RA Open House.

‘ Wednesday, February 4th at eight oclock

L in Sobeys 255, Hear first band experiences.

See presentations. Watch a sweet video.

| See you there?

¥ 35 arn wWrite a story | 00 words?
No more, no less. Submit
smu@amail.com this we

1 story 1o arts.
and enter to win

free preview movie passes, thanks to www,
sizzlingpopcorn.com

Advertisemer
The Journal

s (ret i'.}.(‘f‘

www.smujournal.ca

Dimensions d’Istanbul by Eric St-
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With the recent dramatic shifts of
power among the government, and
multi-million dollar bailouts and de-
ficits coming from governments, the
entertainment industry appears to be
releasing content at a consistent rate.
Is the faltering worldwide economy
causing the entertainment industry
no repercussions whatsoever, or is it
stumbling behind a cool and collected
fagcade? Some say that the entertain-
ment industry is ‘recession-proof”,
but perhaps our favourite hobbies
aren’t as untouchable as we believe.

The film and video industry is
one which survives through all odds.
Even through tough times, we all
scrounge for pennies in the couch to
get away from our stress in the thea-
tres chewing on over-priced popcorn.
This was the case during the depres-
sion, and we will continue to embrace
the things that let us forget about our
problems in tough times. Video rental
companies actually experience peri-
ods of growth in times of economic
tension. Other areas of this industry
might not be seeing so much suc-
cess. Cuba Gooding Jr. and Samuel
L. Jackson walked away from the
Ironman sequel due to stunningly

IS THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTR

poor offers for their acting abilities.
Recently, Mickey Rourke was offe-
red $250,000 for a part as the film’s
main villain. Considering Rourke’s
Golden Globe and the first Ironman’s
$582 million at the box office, this is
an insult. What else is Marvel spen-
ding their money on? Are they being
cautious about these strenuous eco-
nomic times?

While the video game indus-
try in Canada is quite small, mostly
consisting of departments used for
outsourcing, the larger offices in the
United States have been downsizing
one after another. After an explosion
in growth since the past economic
decline, they have been cutting their
losses for the current one, leaving the
companies promising the same out-
put without the manpower. Whether
or not they have reacted pre-empti-
vely or if they have seen the econo-
my’s role on their sales remains to be
seen. What is clear is that the game
industry is taking a hit, at least in the
USA. Canadian companies are small
and may manage to slip under the ra-
dar, as long as companies from more
than the States take advantage of our
skills. The demand for video games,
however, is unlikely to wane. Hope-
fully, the industry can keep up with

the need, in spite of its losses.

On an optimistic note, the book
industry perseveres against all odds.
While American publishers are be-
coming cautious and have cut many
jobs, the Canadian economy remains
the stronger of the two. Several pu-
blishers have cut a handful of jobs
from their ranks, but their produc-
tions continue. After the issues sur-
rounding the Canadian vs. American
dollar of 2007 and the difficult sales
of that year, 2008 was a refreshing
change as the reduced prices intended
to take the heat were still in place.
Therefore, the book industry is still
fighting strong, and many of those
worried about losing their jobs turn

to schooling and textbooks in order -

to beef up on their knowledge.

Undeniable evidence tells us that
this ‘recession-proof” aspect of our
society isn’t free of its own trouble,
and yet it is still riding strong as our
escape from this harsh reality. Even
those who have lost their jobs will
continue to-indulge in their choice
entertainment, because that’s what
we live for in our free time. Although
the industry might undergo some se-
vere punishment, it will always hang
on for better or worse.

e e
Writer

Upon the realization that, thus far, I’ve
only written about games that I’ve
enjoyed, I thought I’d switch things
up a little. Admittedly, I haven’t been
much of a Lord of the Rings fan ever
since I did that 12- (or so) hour mara-
thon of all three special editions over
the holiday break. That much LotR in
such a short time period is not a great
idea, even for a geek such as myself.
I am, however, a fan of 2004’s Star
Wars: Battlefront, also by developer
Pandemic Studios.

This game plays pretty much just
like Battlefront. So why was Battle-
front so good and Conquest not so
good? Pandemic didn’t really mess
with the formula, but the franchise
just isn’t as popular as Star Wars.
While the battle scenes certainly did
seem more epic in scale in the Lord
of the Rings films relative to the Star
Wars films, this title just doesn’t seem
to pull it off, leading to some disap-
pointment.

For those unfamiliar with the Star
Wars: Battlefront games or The Lord
of the Rings: Conquest, it’s basically
a class-based action adventure button
masher, not dissimilar from Dynasty
Warriors, but more objective-based.
Objectives include capturing a cer-
tain point, breaking down barriers,
and killing x number of y. This is
my first gripe with the game: it’s far
too repetitive. Mix up the order and
number of each objective, and that’s
pretty much any given level. The-
1e’s just no motivation to finish it; it

THE LORD OF THE RINGS.

you’ve played them all. The difficulty
seems to be all over the place: some-
times it’s not bad, but other times it’s
just downright frustrating. Too often
I was caught in a juggle that comple-
tely drained my health from 100%,
even on the easiest setting. Other
times you’ll be given some arbitrary
task, and while you have about 30
guys fighting with you, they’d prefer
to stand around and gang up on one
or two enemies, leaving you to rush
into the middle of the enemy’s army
all by yourself.

If you do end up making it through
the first campaign, titled “The War
of the Ring” chronicling the events
of the Fellowship, 'you’ll unlock a
second campaign, titled “The Rise
of Sauron”: a hypothetical scenario
wherein Sauron manages to grab the
One Ring from Frodo just before he
tosses it into the fires of Mount Doom.
You get to play as the bad guys, ta-
king over Middle Earth. To complete
both campaigns takes around 5 or 6
hours. Almost as a treat for making
it that far, the last level of this cam-
paign allows you to slay as many
hobbits as you want while seizing the
Shire. They just keep spawning! Both
campaigns are narrated by different
narrators. The evil campaign’s narra-
tor isn’t that bad, but the other one is
just intolerable. For some reason he’s
SHOUTING AT YOU THE WHOLE
TIME, and about every 10 seconds or
so he’ll repeat what he just said (your
objective), just in case you forgot. At
first it’s kind of funny, but it gets old
really fast. It’s a shame that I had to

feels like if you veplayed onelevel

CONOQEST

‘mute the game at times; the rest of the

game’s audio was pretty solid. The
score is standard LotR fare, and the
sound effects were pretty good.

The classes to play with are quite
unbalanced. At the beginning of the
level you can choose one of four clas-
ses to play with: warrior, mage, ar-
cher, and scout. Why anyone would
pick anything other than the mage is
beyond me. The mage can heal him-
self and others, has decent ranged
attacks, and great area-of-effect at-
tacks. The warrior and archers aren’t
bad, but playing the scout is quite an
ordeal. They’re supposed to be able to
enter a stealth mode in order to sneak
around behind enemies to deal a de-
vastating backstab, but they always
end up seeing you, or you miss the
backstab even though you’re stan-
ding right behind them. Hit detection
is, ironically, hit and miss. This is but
one example of the various bugs and
glitches throughout your conquest.

What bumps this game up from
a “bleh” to a “meh” is the multi-
player. Short, simple, and relatively
fun, two teams face off against each
other to either capture certain points
in a King-of-the-Hill type game or
just kill each other in a Deathmatch
type game. Each round takes about
10 minutes. If you loved Star Wars:
Battlefront’s multiplayer then you’ll
like this, but will still want to stick
with Battlefront.
The Lord of the Rings: Conquest is
available on PC, Xbox 360 and Play-
Station 3.

BITE Sl

Broadcast Yourself ™
| Watch YouTube Videos in |
' 1080p '
In a competitive move after Mi- |
| crosoft’s Xbox affiliation to Net-
Flicks, Sony has affiliated with |
| YouTube. Now you can watch |
YouTube in a special upgraded |
! version on your PlayStation3 in
| your living room. This is a nice |
| plus for Canadians, since the |
| NetFlicks service is not availa- |
ble here. Now we can quickly
| switch from gaming to YouTube |
for ZeroPunctuation, everyone’s §
favourite animated review. ‘

Scott Pilgrim vs. The World
| Casting Explosion!
This adorable comic series writ-
ten by former Halifax resident |
Bryan Lee O’Malley is, if you |
haven’t heard, becoming a big- |
budget Hollywood movie. Mi- |
chael Cera is set to play Scott |
Pilgrim, with Mary Elizabeth
Winstead as Ramona Flowers.
Recently, O’Malley has revealed
on his LiveJournal that Keiran |
Culkin will be playing Scott Pil- |
grim’s gay room mate, Wallace. |
Scott Pilgrim vs The Universe,
the final volume in the series ce- |
| lebrates its official release date
| on February 5th, but may take |
time to reach your average book- |
| store.

™
#

|

r ]
o |

| Asimov Returns to the Silver
{ Screen

WB has achieved the rights to |
| turn Isaac Asimov’s ‘Founda—
tion’ into a movie. The science
fiction classic was originally a § ]
trilogy, and though no official |
| statement has been released on | |
| the likelyhood of a series, it ap-
' pears obvious to reporters. Some
| sources say two to three mov1es ‘
will be made. The script will be | l
written by Jeff Vintar, who wrote | g
Asimov’s previous film adapta- |
tion, I, Robot.

|
|

2
|
!

wHave the summer of your life! )
= Island Lake Camp is seeking counselors to work at their
prestigious coed sleepaway camp in the beautiful Pocono
Mountains of Pennsylvania, 2.5 hours from NYC.

4

Teach any:
*Team & Individual Sports *Dance «Pioneering |
eTennis * Theatre *Climbing Tower A Lively Week for the Xbox |
* Gymnastics s Tech Theatre *Water Sports ' 360 i
 Horseback Riding *Circus * Music ‘ :
« Mt. Biking * Magic *Kitchen and maintenance After a sleepy January for video |
= Science o Arts & Crafts positions also available* ' game releases all over America, | .

the Xbox 360 finally gets the first | |
big title of the year with Fear 2: | "
Project Origin. The sequel to | i
the early next gen first person |
| action horror, Fear 2 has a new |
developer this time around. |
thesmu]ourna @ gmall com

Great salaries, perks, and . Apply online at www.islandlake.com
plenty of free time! On-campus interviews in January
\___For more information: 1-800-869-6083 or info@islandlake.com J
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My name is Matt Anderson,

INext year SMUSA will become a
ew organization with a new gover-
ance structure. With the president
being given much more power it is
important that the president strongly
demonstrates accountability next
year. If elected SMUSA President
I promise to set the standard of res-
ponsibility within the organization

by holding myself accountabl
" to both the members and th
employees of SMUSA. [ wil
achieve this by keeping th
students of Saint Mary’s upda
ted on the progress and goal:
of SMUSA through weekl
reports on the SMUSA web
site and allow students to giv
their opinions on the directio
set in the organization throu,
an online blog. I also promis
to host one student town hal
every semester. [ will main
tain constant communication:
between the executive branc!
of SMUSA and staff manager:
to identify any critical pro-
blems within each department.
By doing so, the services you
use will be strengthened and will
be used more effectively. My previ-
ous experience with SMUSA includes|
currently serving as your Commerce|
Representative on the Student Repre-
sentative Council, being a former Ca-|
nadian Alliance of Students’ Associa-
tion Ambassador to Saint Mary’s, and
an Alliance of Nova Scotia Students’
Association delegate.

Victoria Snow

As a member of the student body
here at SMU I attend class, I volun-
eer, and I work on campus. My ties

ith St Mary’s University are strong
land are the basis of my life at the mo-
ment. SMU campus has provided my
ife with diversity and meaning and
a clear sense of who I am and who
I will be. It is for these reasons that

I’'m interested in becoming th
next President of SMUSA.
The duties and obligations o
the President of SMUSA hav
changed and a system h;
been put in place to aid th
implementation of new an
the revision of old initiatives.
Motivation and organizatio
have gotten me thus far and
believe these qualities, alon,
with a strong work ethic and
an understanding of the inner
workings of SMUSA will help
me effectively guide and go-
vern the Saint Mary’s Univer
sity Student Association and
ultimately the student body.
If elected, some of the chan-
ges that I am interested in|
seeing through are related to 1. so-
ciety funding, 2. communication
between SMUSA and student body|
and 3.student services. For my full
agenda, please see my facebook page

“Victoria Snow for SMUSA Presi-

dent.”
Voting is Power
Sincerely,

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE

SMUSA ELECTIONS

What? Results Party
When? Feb 12, 6:30pm
Where? Gorsebrook Lounge

AT WWW.SMUSA.CA
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 2009/2010

G. Omar Lodge

ood day, Ol4, Oi, Bonjour, Hallo,
My name is G. Omar Lodge and I

am a Presidential candidate in this
year’s election. I am a 3rd year Glo-
bal Business Management major and
currently sit as your International
Rep on the Student Representative

Council (SRC). My slogan
for my campaign is “Vision,
Visibility, & Accountability.”
I chose this slogan because it
touches on some of the key
issues concerning SMUSA
but also speaks to my abilities
as your potential President.
Some other issues that I
would like to address are
communication which ties in
with Visibility and “internati-
onalization.” My experience
not only with the SRC but in
other presidential or leader-
ship positions make me an
attractive candidate being able|
to hit the ground running if
elected as president.
I look forward to talking

with many of you over the next
couple of weeks to get your thoughts
and ideas about the organization and
together we can determine a plan to
tackle some of the issues brought
forward.
Kind regards,
G. Omar Lodge

Talal Wadi

My fellow Santamarians,
My name is Talal Wadi and I am cur-
rently a third year Commerce student
double majoring in Finance and H.R
Management. Through my univer-
sity years, I experienced a wonderful
and enjoyable journey, surrounded by
a great society from friends, students
a( and I feel it’s time for me

to contribute back, no matte;

what effort it takes. So I chos:

a path where I can contribut:

back to the whole community.
trying to solve common issue

by many students, as a presi

dent of SMUSA, and I feel tha
I have what it takes to fulfill the
objective that benefits our stu-
dent body. I'm here to try and
provide the change needed, not
only to make Saint Mary’s a
better school, but also for the
student to enjoy your experi-
ence as a student, and be able
to provide the students with
the services needed, in order
for them achieve a successfull
school career, and admire the
journey the way I do. With the
support with the faculty and students,
change can happen. I believe with|
putting enough effort to any matter,
the impossible is nothing, as a wise
man said once “If you’re willing to
keep walking down the path, you can
achieve a progress”.

tudents of Saint Mary’s,

‘plebiscite’.

with ‘plebiscite’?”

ns that you may have.

February 11th and 12th please get out and vote.

EBest Regards,
is MacDougall,
MUSA President

1 am sure that many of you are wondering why there 1S anoth v qu ona)
referendum so soon after the last major changes which were apptnved by
student body in the fall. This referendum is based on further review of the 4
New SMUSA Constitution. Our legal council has determined it is necessary.#
to replace ‘general meetings with ‘annual elections’ and ‘resolution’ with .

hese changes do not alter the intent of the document nor do they change the
ntent of the specific articles which they affect. These changes are cosmetic i
gnature and are being proposed to avoid improper interpretation in the future.
‘The Saint Mary’s University Students’ Association, Students’ Representative
ouncil felt it was appropriate to address these changes immediately so to*
tavoid any issues down the road. As a result the Students’ Representative
Council has approved that this matter be addressed through referendum by 1
the student body. The referendum question being asked is as follows: “Do §
'you support the proposed amendments to the new Constitution, based on {

li

frecommendations from a legal review conducted on the document, which
'would replace ‘general meetings’ with ‘annual elections’, and “resolution’

» you have any questions please feel free to contact me at your convenience |
1* d I will be happy to discuss and hopefully answer any concerns or questi-
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Daniel Ehman : ,

Being a student is a hard job, these days even with a part-tim
job, and a full-time summer job, it doesn’t seem like enou;
to afford to get a degree without massive amounts of debt
Tuition, text book prices, and living expenses continue to so
but gone are the nights when you could recoup your losse:
with dollar drinks. In today’s economy is also left to wonder]
hat sort of world will be waiting for them after graduation. Fbeheve that [ can help with these
problems. As a member of the SMUSA board of directors I would ‘make it my top priority to
exhaust every possible option to save you money. Beyond that my goal is to make sure each
student leaves Saint Mary’s with more than just a degree. The student experience goes beyond
he class room; there are countless ways for every student to get involved in campus life, be it
hrough athletics, societies, or other social activities one of my other priorities is facilitating and
ncouragmg these act1v1t1es I beheve in an open and accountable SMUSA that works for the

: e work for you

Alwyn Gomez
Dear Student . s
My name is Alwyn Gomez, I am a second year engineering and,
chemistry student here at St. 'Mary s and I am currently the en
gineering rep. on the SMUSA Student Representative Council,
I first came to St. Mary’s with the intention of doing a two year
diploma in engmeenng and then moving on to complete my ba-
helor of engineering. However, I realized that I really enjoyed the quality of teaching and the

here at St. Mary’s but I see that there is still a lot of potential for this university and the studen
lassociation. This is why it would be an honour and my pleasure to represent you and the rest of]

atmosphere created by the students and faculty of St. Mary’s and after my first year I decided = | -
at I would stay and pursue a degree in Chemistry as well. I have enjoyed my past two yemj A

e student body on the SMUSA Board of Directors.

Sam Higgins

Fellow Students,
My name is Samantha Higgins and I am running for the Sain
Mary’s University Student Association Board of Directors fo!
the 2009 — 2010 academic year. As a third year student at Sain
Mary’s, I have been involved in several different aspects of th
university community. I have been working to help students o
campus for the past two years, both as a Residence Assistant an
Vice President Internal for the Sobey School of Business Commerce Soc1ety The skills an

truly represent the diverse needs of our student body. I ‘have heard many of the concerns o
students and would like to work to make sure your student association addresses them. Pleas
contact me at sam.c.higgins@gmail.com to let me know the issues that you feel are importan
land would like me, if elected, to address. If elected, I will work hard for all students, and do m:
best to make sure all of us have the best university experience we can. =

Robin Houlthan

Hello Saint Mary’s! I’'m Robin Houlihan and I’m run-
ning for a position on SMUSA’s Board of Directors. To
start with the fundamentals, I’'m in my second year of a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Religious Studies. I work at
the library, where you’ll often see me selling print credits
and checking out books. I spend virtually all of my time
at school, and have for a long time. Since my dad works
here, I’ve been attending Huskies games and roaming the halls since childhood. My history
with Saint Mary’s has bred in me an acute fondness for this institution and I would love this
lopportunity to become more involved.

I think ’m a good candidate for this position because I enjoy student government and would
gladly give up time that would otherwise be spent eating PopTarts and listening to Andrew Bird
iin my bedroom, to accomplish more fulfilling and productive tasks. I would also be one of the|
few candidates who could serve on the Board for two consecutive years, allowing me to amas
lexperience so as to better serve the student body. T

Kerry O’Rourke
Do you want to build a better SMU? A SMU with more
engaged students, enhanced facilities and a responsible
student government? My name is Kerry O’Rourke and so
do I. That’s why I am running for the Board of Directors,
With your help, if elected, together we can and will build g
better SMU! We can do this together with the introduction
of the new SMUSA model on its way for next year. This
new model brings many wonderful changes. I have several ideas I believe should be brought to
light for your benefit through this new platform. Under the new government I would work tire-
essly on your behalf to ensure accountability and renewed efficiency. Secondly I would seek to
establish a communications chair within SMUSA in order to enhance contact with the student
body at large. SMU students I believe would benefit greatly from enhanced student facilities.
erefore I would like to see the establishment of a huskies lounge in the SUB for students.
Finally I’d like to enhance the residence experience by helping to establish more events for thel
residence community. If I am elected together we will build a better SMU!

ason Tucker

Jason is a first year student here at St. Mary’s. Since movin;
to the city, he has been enjoying meeting new people, and jus
lenjoying the city life. He plans on studying Criminology an
Psychology. Within the school he is involved in the Crimino
logy Society, the Debate Society, and the Karate Club. In hi
spare time he volunteers with the SPCA and helps out with
our local youth within the Cadets program. He also spends time helping out with International
students, showing them how we have fun in Canada and helping them work on their English.
en his friends are asked to describe him, they always point out how he’s persistent, and
never gives up. Some might say he just doesn’t let things go, but if you asked him he’d say

he just doesn’t back down and he is always the guy who will take a stance. He has a way of
making his opinions heard, and never lets anyone or anything get in his way.

He’s a laid back guy who loves to meet new people, and hear from others about their ideas and|
issues. If you see him in the hall, feel free to stop him and just say, “Hi.”

- _ {force them at SMU. I graduated with honours and was the recipient of the QEII Medal. I did

experience I have gained through these posmons make me conﬁdent that I would be able to/ '

ELECTIONS: Board of Directors Candidates 9

Roaring crowds, unique events, familiar faces and societieJ
for all interests are items traceable to SMUSA that make our
university great. My name is Bradley Flinn and I am running|
for a seat on the board of directors for SMUSA. If elected

input on the direction of SMUSA including ways for you to glve feedback on the orgamzatlon
{as a whole and all of the services under its name.

I have attained extensive experience in leadership roles through work with the New Bruns-
wick Government in tourism, and as a Residence Assistant for Saint Mary’s University. Thls
ischool is a big part of my life and I want all current and future students to share this passion
with me, and to help make Saint Mary’s the school they want it to be. So on February 11th and
12th, vote for unification, accountability and passion by choosing Bradley Flinn for Board of
Directors.

B.J. Hall

My name is B.J. Hall and I am running | for a seat on the
Board of Directors. . - e

Why?: I want to be mvolved ] want that sense of acecom-
plishment; knowmg that I've done as much as 1 could whtle
at Saint Mary’s. It’s also that feehng of self-fulfillment that
comes with something that you’re proud of doing. I believe
that this position will give me those feelings and motivate
me to do even more for this University.

I built many of my strengths through extra-curricular in high school, and continued to rein-

ountless activities, from serving as President of Students Council to sports, band, and Big
[Brother/Big Sisters. At SMU, I am a current RA, and an active member on the Commerce
Society. Also, to note, last year I was a F reshman Representative Nominee and won Best
Freshman in Vanier.

eadership is a gift that I have been practlcmg for the better part of my life. I give up my time
so that others can benefit from it. By electing me as one of the Board of Directors, I will work
along side with other directors and executives of SMUSA to ensure quality services to the
tudents. Lastly, I'll use my experience in all fields of extra-curricular to represent the students
ith confidence and ensure their concerns are met. On the Election days, I strongly encourage
you to elect me.

Justin Hirtle sEr

Have you ever wondered what your student govemment
actually does? Most students, including myself assume
that SMUSA does what they do and do it well. Thisis
no longer good enough in a world where people are
being held accountable more and more for their actions.
As a member of the Board of Directors I will strongly
promote and support making our student government. .
 imore transparent and, therefore, accountable for what they do (or don’t do). This will ensure:
at whoever is elected as your president will follow through with their campaign promises.
Having a way for the students to raise their comments and concerns about what the executive
eam is pursuing will also be required. This will influence the decisions that SMUSA makes in
a way that reflects the views of you, the students.

It is a necessity that we have a Board that has both practical knowledge and diverse experiences.
I'm a fourth year Marketing student and my recent Co-op position with SMU Student Recruit-
iment has given me a new perspective of the University which I will use to strengthen our student -
government. Of course, I’ve also helped boost school spirit with the Pit Crew at SMU!

My name is Jeff Mitchell and I am in my second year of
an Honours Criminology degree. By voting for me, you
are electing a student that will establish the link between
the student association and the students it serves. I see
students as customers of the university; without us, SMU
cannot exist. As an elected member of the Board of
Directors you can be assured that I will put students first.
Many people don’t know or care about SMUSA and the influence that it can have; I am here to
change that.

Why should I get your vote? I am a student who genuinely wants this position not for my
resume, but rather for the opportunity to represent SMU students. For this reason you can be
confident that I will work hard on your behalf. Allow me to represent you, a student, a customer
of the university. Tell me what can be done to make your experience here at SMU everythin;

lyou hoped it would be when you first set foot on campus. Don’t compromise your expectation
of university life.

Sunny Sun
Hello everyone, my name is Sunny Sun. I am a third year
commerce student at Saint Mary’s University. This year
I have decided to run for the Board of Directors because
I am qualified, and have the experience to create a better
environment for all students at Saint Mary’s. I was the
first Saint Mary’s co-op student to work as the account|
development officer for United Way of Halifax Region,
and I am involved in many SMU related and community
organizations. I have a significant understanding of students and their needs. I believe as stu-
dents, we are part of a community and that we must work together to build an energetic and
vibrant campus. I am hoping you will all give me the chance to be on the Board of Directors to|
|iewe you, and hear all of your voices. Here comes the Sun!

Charles Touma

My choice to run for board of directors comes from th
idesire to represent a diverse and extremely talented stu
dent body. As a third year commerce student, I beg
university with many questions and uncertainties on th
path I chose to build my career. As students our voice
lare not always heard. Hearing your voices and opinion:
will be my duty, and acting upon them is my promise.
Coming from all corners of the world, we may have different cultures and beliefs, but we all
come with the common goal of setting the stage for a more prosperous life. As a board of direc
tor, I will do all that I can and all that is in my power to create a better university experience and
rssist you in any of your needs in your road to success.
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Young  adults, especially univer-
sity students are known for having
suboptimal eating habits. Tied up
in schoolwork and social activities,
healthy eating becomes less than pri-
ority. Student’s diets can be high in
fat and sodium, low in vegetables and
: fruit and also lack variety. Busy sche-
dules can lead to skipping meals and
‘missing out on important nutrients
to fuel the body and mind. Healthy
eating may not be at the top of their
list because they may not think they
have to worry about their health, just
yet. However, young adult life is an
important time to establish good ea-
ting patterns that will lead into years
beyond university.

Preventing disease makes more
sense than waiting until health deteri-
orates. Everyone should think about
their eating habits. Increasing your
vegetable and fruit intake could be
the first step towards a healthier you!
There is no debate when it comes to
vegetables and fruit as being part of
a healthy lifestyle. Vegetables and
fruit are known to contain important
antioxidant capabilities and phyto-
chemicals that protect the body from
disease. Each vegetable and fruit
contains its own unique set of anti--
oxidants and phytochemicals which
is why variety is also extremely im-
portant.

Hypertension can result from a

{JUST HOW IMPORTANT IS IT FOR ME
EAT VEGETABLES AND FRUIT?

long term intake of too much sodium
in the diet. It is estimated that more
than 9 out of 10 Canadians will de-
velop hypertension if they do not fol-
low a healthy lifestyle. It is occurring
in younger and younger age groups.
Hypertension can place you at risk
for stroke and puts strain on the heart.
Sodium can be found abundant in
convenience foods like microwave
dinners, processed foods and meats
like hot-dogs and deli meats, soups,
condiments, salad dressings and
snack foods like potato chips. It’s
almost everywhere! Students can lo-
wer their sodium intakes by choosing
more natural, wholesome foods that
have minimum processing. Vegeta-
bles and fruit are beneficial for blood
pressure for a number of reasons.
They contain vitamins and minerals

that help regulate blood pressure;
such as potassium, magnesium and
calcium. Studies have shown that
a low potassium intake puts you at
risk for high blood pressure. It can
be extremely difficult to get the po-
tassium your body needs (4300mg/
day!) without eating vegetables and
fruit! Potassium is most abundant in
bananas, cantaloupe, oranges, tomato
juice, grapefruit and potatoes. Folate
is a b-vitamin and also difficult to get
enough without eating certain foods,
such as dark green leafy vegetables,
asparagus. vegetable drinks and oran-
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ges. Folate plays a role in DNA reac-
tions; therefore a deficiency could be
dangerous.

Consuming a high intake of vege-
tables and fruit may also reduce your
risk for certain cancers. It is one of
the most modifiable factors, seconda-
ry to being overweight. Antioxidants
help prevent and repair cell damage
that could lead to cancer. The re-
search is even stronger for preventing
cardiovascular disease. The mecha-
nism may be from the fibre content
in fruit and veggies that help trap and
remove cholesterol and from anti-
oxidants that help prevent the build
up of plaque in the artery walls. The
fibre in fruit and vegetables allows a
more steady release of sugar into the
bloodstream and also helps control
weight by helping you feel full. This
may prevent the development of type
2 diabetes. Research shows that bone
density increases with increasing in-
takes of veggies and fruit. It’s not just
milk products that are good for your
bones! The magnesium, vitamin K,
vitamin C and potassium abundant in
fruit and veggies play important roles
in bone health, too.

While there are many steps towards
health, there is no doubt about it that
if you want optimal health, you’ve
got to eat your veggies! Vegetables
should make up half of your plate!
Canada’s Food Guide recommends
males 19-50 years old get 8-10 ser-
vings a day, and females, 7-8 servings
of vegetables and fruit. The National
Cancer Institute and the National Re-
search Council recommend 5-9 ser-
vings a day. However, the most be-
nefit is seen with the highest intakes.
This may take some planning, but is
as simple as making sure you have
at least a serving with each meal and
snack. A poor intake of vegetables
and fruit is considered a risk factor
for developing cancer, cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, obesity, alzheimer’s
and other age-related illnesses.

Vegetables and fruit can be found
at almost any eatery on campus, from
the SUB to the Dockside. Options
include fruit salads, tossed, Greek or
chicken salads and the wide selec-
tion at the salad bar in the Dockside.
There is fresh whole fruit available or
an option of 100% fruit juice or V8
juice.

Interested in learning more? Con-
tact ARAMARK’s on-campus dieti-
tian at dietitian@smu.ca.

Photo Credits: http://farm3.static.flickr.
com/2403/1572167865_b90e28%el jpg

http:/ / the8thperson.files.wordpress.
com/2008/07/ veggietalesl.jpg
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International Night is one of the
biggest events of the year at Saint
Mary’s University and arguably one
of the best international evens in the
Maritimes. This year’s Internatio-
nal Night had a Caribbean touch in
its decoration and a wide variety of
performances ranging from African
dances, to Japanese music to Indian
traditional and contemporary dances.
There were 13 performances in to-
tal in which the following countries
and cultures were included: Japan,
Congo, Syria, Palestine, China, Phi-
lippines, India, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Bangladesh, Saint Lucia, and Zam-
bia, among others.

The International Night executive
team worked extremely hard from the
end of the past year up until the last

H

ADAM HARRIS

SMUSA VP Academic
Nominations for the SMUSA Tea-
ching Excellence Awards are out!
The SMUSA Teaching Excellence
Awards are presented to those profes-
sors, teaching assistants, and/or other
University members who have gone
above and beyond their call of duty.
Nominees have demonstrated con-
cern and commitment for the quality
of student life either within or outside
of the classroom setting and have po-
sitively affected the learning environ-
ment for students. These awards are
presented to show gratitude from the
students for all the hard work that the
nominees have done and to show ap-
preciation of their efforts towards im-

proving the
quality of life
and educatio-
nal experien- |
ces at Saint
Mary’s Uni-
versity. There are four awards given
out annually: Arts, Science, Com-
merce and one for a TA. Any student
can nominate their instructor or TA.
The awards really mean a lot because
they come from the students. A com-
mittee will examine all the nominati-
ons and decide who best deserves the
award.

Nomination Deadline: Friday,
March 2th at 5:00pm!!!

ELEVENTH ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

iminutes of this
ear’s internati-
onal night. The
eam was for-
imed by: Alana
IRobb — Interna-
ional Student
services Mana-
ger, Ysaac Ro-
driguez  Arias
International
tudent Ad-
isor, Hamad
Al-Rowilay-
President of the
International
Student  Soci-
ety, Chanda
hilanda -
AGA Coor-
Adinator, Fadi
'Al-Qassar — VP
JInternational
SMUSA, Nich
eyes — SAGA
oordinator,
arla Cisneros
Rosado — VP
International
Student  Soci-
ety, and Shan
shan Luo - In-
ternational Office Coordinator.

We would like to thank all the
SAGA volunteers for their time and
dedication to the event, as well as
the performers for making Internati-
onal Night 2009 the best mght of the
year!

We would also like to thank our
sponsors and everyone who attended
as this event is one of the many the
SAGA team and the international
centre coordinate to fundraise money

* for an NGO. This year the NGO we

are helping is an orphanage called
ATECO in Zambia, Africa that helps
abandoned children (currently 183) to
acquire an education, gain access to
health services and most importantly,
to have a place to call home.

Photo Credits: Karla Cisneros

Forms may be picked up and submit-
ted at the Student Centre Information
Desk, the Loyola Residence Desk,
the 5th Floor Student Centre, or at va-
rious drop off boxes around campus.
Forms can also be downloaded at
www.smusa.ca and may be emailed
to Adam Harris, Vice-President Aca-
demic at vpacademic@smusa.ca, or
you can print one off and drop it off!

www.smujournal.ca
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RK MERCER
Columnist
Why not teach Intelligent Design in

elementary or high school biology
classes? Because it’s false, because
it’s not science, because it’s religi-
on—these are some of the more po-
pular answers to our question. None
is especially good.

What we want from biology class
is that pupils gain a sound under-
standing of evolution by natural and
sexual selection. We want them to
understand how selective pressures
cause traits to spread or fail to spread
throughout a population of organisms
and how these pressures can give rise
to new species. That is, we want that
they acquire the ability to encounter
the-natural world in the ways a con-
temporary biologist does.

What we ought not to want is-that
pupils believe that in fact species do
evolve by means of natural and sexual
selection. We ought to be completely
indifferent as to whether they accept
the theory as true. All we want, that
is, is that they understand the theory
and can apply it correctly to biologi-
cal phenomena.

To insist—even to ask—that pupils
in a biology class believe what they
are taught is to coerce them into a
world view. We should, instead, want
to give them the tools required to
choose or to construct a world view
for themselves.

Think of a class in world religions.
It is no part of such a class that pupils
come to believe the core doctrines-of
the religions they study, or that they
come to hold any religious beliefs
at all. The class does what it should
when pupils come to understand the
various religions they study, and to
understand the various psychological,
sociological, or anthropological the-
ories of them their teacher presents.
To ask them to believe anything is to
try to indoctrinate them into, or out
of, religion. Likewise, to ask pupils
in a biology class to believe anything
they are taught is to indoctrinate them
into science.

Worse than that, it is to instil in them
deference to authority—or, at least,
it’s to put them at risk of becoming
deferential to authority. It’s to encou-
rage them to find acceptance among
others by conforming to the beliefs
and strictures of the group. It’s to

~seek tomwmemdowdmmged"

have as a oonseqwence tl;at one co-
mes to believe that species. evolve

by means of natural and sexual se-

lection. . That consequence, though, - -

1s neither to be welcomed nor to be

resisted by the teacher or the school.
If the school is doing what it should
be doing—assisting children to be-
come adults who can think for them-
selves and contribute meaningfully to
community life—, then instruction in
that school aims to have the children
understand ideas within a subject. It
doesn’t aim to have children accept
or believe anything.

If a teacher in a biology class thinks
that by considering Intelligent De-
sign her charges will acquire a deep
and firm understanding of Darwi-
nian evolution, then by all means she
should teach them Intelligent Design.
Her justification lies in her results. If
her pupils understand evolution by
natural and sexual selection as well as
they should, she has taught them well,
and maybe teachers who have done
less well should follow her lead.

“—But Intelligent Design is fal-

e.” Sure, but that’s neither here nor
there. The question for the teacher
is whether introducing it would be
useful to her in Securing her proper
goals.

“—But it’s not science.” Why
should we care that it’s not? Ques-
tions of classification are pointless
at best. Take two lists, one of all the
things you know, the other of all the
things you know slotted into catego-
ries. The second list is no better than
the first, and might well be worse.

“—But it’s religion, not science.”
Is the point of this objection our fear

_that our children will become religi-

ous? And yet, being neither dogmatic
nor deferential ourselves, we should
be as happy to risk that through ex-
posure to religious ideas our children
acquire religious beliefs as we are
happy to risk that we ourselves do.
What we don’t want is that.they come
to be religious through psychological
or social pressure.

-Canada, happily, has so far and for
the most part avoided the evolution
wars that have plagued the United
States. “Happily,” because both sides
in those wars have been trying to turn
education into indoctrination. The
factors that account for our having
avoided the wars are many and vari-
ous. But to ensure that the evolution
wars will continue to claim no Cana-
dian schoolchildren as casualties, we
should explicitly reject the idea that
_education is indoctrination, even if
indoctrination-into true beliefs. We

~ should re]ect indocttination as a cen-

' tral part of our commitment to broa-

~ dening our children’s understandings
~of things. ~ -
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'Bering ona break is very different than

being broken up. Breaks are tempo-
rary. Break ups should not be. I’'m
not saying that people shouldn’t get
back together with exes and I am ob-
viously not one to judge as I have had
my share of repeat business but often
break ups are for a reason and if you
don’t sort out that reason then you’re

"doomed to repeat the same crappy

relationship mistakes over and over
again. Ifind real breaks are often ini-
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§EELYN BERGSTROM
ontributor
The SMUmazing Race which took

place on January 31st provided stu-
dents with a fantastic opportunity to
enjoy a Saturday afternoon travelling
hectically through Halifax and Dart-
mouth. What was their motivation?
A $1000 travel gift certificate from
Breakaway Tours. Having been one
of the best (if not the best) events that
I have attended during my short pe-
riod of time at SMU I feel the need
to inform those students who have
never thought to participate in this
activity, of the fun and benefits wai-
ting to be had.

Starting the day at 12pm the racers
were led to various places throughout
the city where interesting activities
were waiting to be completed. One
of my favourite of these was the task
that took place at the Salvation Army
on Green Street. The competitors
were told that they would be required
to donate a piece of clothing from
their own bodies before advancement
could become available to them. This
activity was especially entertaining
as many of the male team members

Gm; %lass Preszdent "%

Hey everyone, now that we’re all
getting back into the grind of the
semester, it’s time to get some more
details about graduation. There are a
lot of important grad dates and events
going on this month so be sure to
stay informed and join our Facebook
group (SMU Grad Class 2009) for the
latest info.

., There are a few things ,going on
around campus this week that you
should get out to. If you want to order
a grad ring be sure to get out to the
bookstore on the 4th and Sth. There
is a ring rep available on these days
to show you all the rings and to faci-
litate taking orders. To order a ring all
you need is a $50 plus tax deposit. If
you can’t make it this week then you
can go to the bookstore on any Tu-
esday between 330pm-430pm, but be
forewarned orders take between 6-10
weeks to arrive so order early to have
yours in time for graduation!

Also happening this week About
iMage Photography will be on cam-
pus in the Loyola PDR (Private Di-
ning Room in Loyola Residence) on

chose to shred their jackets and swea-

ters in order to get to the t-shirts that
they were planning on donating.
Keep in mind that it was below free-
zing outside and that the public had
absolutely no idea what was going
on. (As a result of this lack of know-
ledge they provided some very inte-
resting looks towards the volunteers
and racers alike) I also quite enjoyed
the challenge of finding two articles
of clothing from the Value Village on
Canal Street and then having to find
five random

individuals to pose whilst wearing
both articles for a set of five pictures.
These two contests were very enter-
taining to watch as a volunteer and a
lot of fun for the participants as well.

The event was extremely well plan-
ned out and organized thoroughly by
Myra El — Bayoumi. Tasks were plan-
ned out perfectly in terms of location
and time allowances that needed to
be made in order for the event to be
successful. A handful of volunteers
were present as well as a total of five
teams racing for the prize. Despite the
fact that the competition would have

taking graduation pic-
tures About iMage is SMUSA’s pre-
ferred photographer and your picture
will automatically be included in the
yearbook. To book an appointment
with About iMage just call 429-1977
and they can set up a time this week or
another time at their studio on Inglis
St. If you are not having your gradua-
tion photo taken by About iMage then
you must submit a hard copy of your
photo to the main SMUSA office on
the 5th floor of the Student Centre
with all your grad info.

Next month the Grad Class Society
will be having two major fundraising
events in the Gorsebrook. Anyone
who is of legal age is welcome to join.
They will be hosting the St. Practice

Day party on Thursday March 12th

and they will be having a coat check
at the annual St. Patrick’s Day event
on Tuesday March 17th. They will
also be selling green glow sticks and
lollipops at both events so be sure to
come out to these two great events
and help support your Grad Class.
Now for the big news everyone has
been waiting for, Maroon & White
Ball. The Maroon & White Ball is the

o i s

tiated by one partner because of some
isolated reason that the person has to
sort out on his/her own. I say “real
breaks” because it is sometimes seen
as favourable (cowardly in my opini-
on) to let the person down easy and let
the break up masquerade as a break.

So herein lays our dilemma. If
you’re actually on a break then it is
my opinion that it is not okay for him
to go hooking up with people in the
interim. A break means time apart,

not time with other people. Howe-

ver, if reconciliation wasn’t in both
of your minds when you began this
break then you’re actually broken up

“Hey GingerSnatch,

My boyfriend and I are taking a
break right now. I am worried he
may be sleeping with other women.
Should I rush to get back with him
so I know he’ll be faithful? And do
1 even have a right to be upset?”

means that he isn’t entirely obligated
to be faithful to you or you to him.
I’m not saying that I endorse these
potential actions but if you’re broken
up then he can make the choice to go
find someone new. The way I say this
makes it seems as though it’s a black-
and-white situation but in reality the-
re is so much grey area. You’ve got
to use both your head and your heart
to make this decision on your own.

You also asked if getting back to-
gether with him to ensure his faith-
fulness was a viable idea. Make sure
that if or when you decide to get back
together that you’re doing it for the

flourished with more teams enlisted,
the lack of student presence was not
something that could be blamed on
the actions of SMUSA, organizers
or volunteers. Saint Mary’s students
need to gain a greater appreciation for
events such as the SMUmazing Race
and other equally enjoyable opportu-
nities granted to them.

I’ve heard many a student com-
plain that SMU does not have enough
events and socializing opportunities
however, not once have I ever seen
these students participate in the activi-
ties being offered to them. Stop com-
plaining and come out to meet some
new people, and gain a sense of pride
in our university and its adjoined as-
sociations. After all, these events are
planned specifically with you in mind
and they take a lot of time and effort
to successfully take place. Don’t ruin
opportunities for others with your
laziness and lack of school spirit. 1
hope to see more active participants
present at the next SMUSA event —
Which in case you didn’t realize is

- the Valentine’s Day Bingo on Febru-

ary 3rd in the Students Center Cafete-

annual ball put on by the Grad Class
Society for the graduating class. Itisa
formal dinner and dance and this year
will be on Aril 4th at the beautiful
Lord Nelson Hotel. Tickets will go
on sale Tuesday February 24th (the
Tuesday after break) at the SMUSA
Infodesk on the 1st floor of the Stu-
dent Centre. Tickets will be 40$ per
person and include a 3 course Chic-
ken Dinner (Vegetarian meal availa-
ble upon request). Tickets are limited
and have sold out very quickly in past
years so be sure to get yours early. As
well, the dinner tables are large tables
of 10 so those people who buy their
tickets early have the choice of sitting
at tables with who they wish. Special
room rates will also be available for
a reduced rate at the hotel and more

- information will be sent out to those

in the grad class Facebook g;oﬁ'p of
how to get the discount rate. *.°

If you have any questions regarding
graduation events, the ball, convoca-
tion or any other graduation concern
then be sure to join the grad class
group on Facebook and send a mes-
sage to the grad class society.

nght reasons. Don’t get back toge-

- ther with him prematurely just to

make sure he doesn’t go and hook
up with some strange. This won’t
solve your relationship woes. In fact,
it may be a one way ticket to a real
break up. Work on the reasons why
you needed time apart first and then
get back to your relationship. The
rest of this can be dealt with later on.
Don’t waste your precious time with
hypotheticals.

If history, and by history I mean
prime time television, has taught us
anything then it can be possible for
you two to work things out no matter
what goes down on your break. Even
Ross and Rachel ended up back toge-
ther after Ross slept with Copy Girl.
Of course that took several seasons
and a baby. So even if he has or will
become sexually involved with so-
meone over the course of your break,
you don’t have to let it be the end of
your relationship. If being together
is what you both want then work on
it and I’'m sure you can both make it
happen.
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DANIELLE DAIGLE
Contributor

Fellow Commerce Undergraduate
Students,

I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to inform you of an exciting
annual competition available to all
full time Commerce undergradua-
tes. Every year, Queen’s School of
Business offers a challenging and en-
riching competition called the Inter-
Collegiate Business Case competiti-
on (ICBC). Participating universities
register teams for up to seven events:
Accounting, Business Policy, Ethics,
Finance, Labour Arbitration, Marke-
ting, and Management Information
Systems. Twenty-eight. universities
from around the world entered teams

last fall. Saint Mary’s enters teams
in all seven events. The competition
is made up of two rounds: the Preli-
minary Round consisting of a writ-
ten business case analysis, followed
by the Final Round, where the top
six competitors from each event in
the Preliminary Round are invited to
Kingston, Ontario to present a busi-
ness case analysis to a panel of busi-
ness representatives. Furthermore,
the top six qualifying schools from
the Preliminary Round are invited to
send a team of two students to partici-
pate in the Debating event, also held
at Queen’s University. The Prelimi-
nary Round occurs every October,
while the Final Round takes place the
followingk, January.

My involvement with ICBC began
last winter. I enrolled in the prepa-

ADRIAN C.C. ANDRF’
Contributor

The netbook was introduced to the
tech market in 2007 by Asus, when
they released a model called the
EeePC. Netbooks are a miniaturized
version of the traditional notebook
computer form factor. The main idea
behind netbooks is to have a portable
computer that is lightweight, inex-
pensive and environmentally friend-
ly. Netbooks get their name from the
fact that they are devices that excel in
web-based computing.

Cutting down the size and price of
notebooks to create netbooks comes
with a cost, and that cost is proces-

ratory course offered by accounting
faculty professor Dr. Barry Gorman.
The course involves the study of nu-
merous cases from each event, with
students taking turns presenting an
analysis. Students are also responsi-
ble for preparing a final written pro-
ject, which simulates the Preliminary
Round. Although this course is not
mandatory to be- eligible  to partici-
pate, it provides an opportunity to
develop your case analysis, presen-
tation and writing skills. It will also
help you decide if ICBC is something
you want to do, all the while earning
a university credit.

This year, Saint Mary’s qualified
three teams for the Final Round held
at Queens: Joel Muise and Kyle West-
haver in Finance, Warren Stevens and
Noel Aucoin in Accounting, and Kent

Haverstock, Aaron MacDonald and I,
Danielle Daigle, in Business Policy.
The Business Policy team placed 2nd
at this final round weekend.

The merit and caliber of this event
will surely open doors for its partici-
pants’ future careers, whether through
networking, personal development or
the competition’s recognition in the
business community. I strongly en-
courage Saint Mary’s undergraduate
students to take advantage of such an
opportunity, as it is rewarding, chal-
lenging and worthwhile.

For more information about ICBC
or the preparatory case course, please
contact Dr. Barry Gorman at barry.
gorman@smu.ca or myself at Daniel-
le.daigle@smu.ca.

shipped with 512mb of memory and
have about 4 GB of storage space -
most netbooks do not use hard drives
but instead use solid state drives.
With these kind of processing specs
netbooks will work great for emai-
ling, web browsing and maybe even
taking notes in class, but don’t expect
to be able to do anything like playing
games or a lot of graphic processing.

In a sense, software is a bit behind
when it comes to netbooks, as there is
no software designed with netbooks
in mind. As a result this also has an
impact on how well netbooks can per-
form. Right now most netbooks are
shipped with the 8 year old Operating
System Windows XP, which require
less system resources compared to

KS ARE PRETTY HOT RIGHT NOW

sing power. Netbooks are normally its younger sibling Vista. Some have

installed Vista on netbooks but their
reports are that the machine performs
very slowly afterwards. Some com-
panies have even tried selling them
with Linux installed on them but they
run about the same as with Windows
XP. Another downside of shipping
them with Linux is that the normal
end user is not familiar with the Li-
nux user- interface and as a result
might end up getting turned off from
the system. Luckily in a few months
Windows 7 will be released, which
is an operating system designed with
netbooks in mind. Currently many
users who have a netbook remove the
operating system that is installed and
install the Windows 7 beta onto their
netbooks.

e

One other issue that still needs to

be addressed with netbooks is the
battery life. As a result of trying to
make them light the size of the bat-
tery has to be smaller which in turns
mean less power can be stored in the
battery. Also since they are smaller,
thay have a smaller keyboard, people
with larger fingers might find it dif-
ficult to type quickly on the reduced
keyboard.

In conclusion, I believe netbooks
are a great idea and would be really
handy to have if you move around
a lot and need to be able to do work
from the Internet. However, they can-
not replace your notebook or desktop,
and you will still need to have one to
do more advanced tasks such as as-
signments or playing games.

&

BT

FERGUS DEARDEN
Contributor

ENTREPRENEUR

I am on the hunt where no man should go
Looking for opportunities in the blinding snow
The man who seeks out fortune will have his day
Risk now rather than be broke in another way.
It is like being a part of a pack, but you’re really all alone;
Like the wolf who gets beaten down while in the zone.
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Google has gone a long way
toward solving the biggest
drawback of web-based e-mail
— what do you do when there is *
no internet connection? Google
aims to solve that problem with
a new offering that will enable
Gmail users access from their
browsers even when they aren’t
online.

I'TSS recently asked for feedback
from the Students, Staff and
Faculty of Saint Mary’s on your
g to the Mi-
ating system

thoughts on movi
crosoft Vista Ope
campus wide. The overwhel-
ming response indicated that our
ampus users do not want to see
sta on campus. The majority
of users have asked us stay
on Windows XP and wait for
Windows 7.0.

Another Super Bowl, another
banned PETA ad. NBC banned
the latest ad, dubbed Ve
Love’. because it was too racy.
PETA sure knows how to get
attention without spending the
purported $3 million per 30

seconds.

To give up would be worse than death;
But to take the hits to pursue the dream, that is surely the test.
Friends have gone;
However, some have stayed strong.
Members of the pack have left;
I choose to fight these conditions to the death
Respect I have lost;
From the people I hurt because of the cost.

Absence of love in my life and no one that cares;
Without it, ideas will just come and never be within my affairs
The wolf wanders aimlessly throughout the land
Expecting opportunity to come in louder than a marching band
Guidance he needs to help him create a home
No one to laugh with him, cry with him, or sing him to sleep while he is
wandering alone.

The wolf without a pack really has no fear
Venturing into the unknown he will never steer clear.
Listening to his heart, and fighting with his head.

In the world of the unknown, he will never truly be dead.
The entrepreneur then comes to a halt
He then realizes all of his faults
Without love, he is dead in the water
An inner fear that will soon falter
His ideas have not yet manifested
It is because his faith has just been tested
Wealth will come his way
In the belief that true love is coming one day.

Now he has truly no reason for fear
Because the wealth he dreams of will always be clear.

{Appl ication d::adiin::j
e Febroary 28, 200
$2000 Bursary*

BURSARIES AVAILABLE FOR
NOVA SCOTIA STUDENTS

FIVE-WEEK INTENSIVE LANGUAGE-LEARNING
COURSE (FRENCH)

Activision Blizzard CEO Bobby
Kotick spilled the news that the
SPRING OR SUMMER SESSION DJ Hero game currently being
developed by FreeStyleGames
NO APPLICATION FEE/RANDOM SELECTION will be released sometime this
year. He described it as a “turnta-
ble that you actually can play

MOST EXPENSES ARE COVERED
(FRENCH COURSE, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS,
MEALS, ACCOMODATION)

*For more information and admission criteria please visit our Web site:
www. myexplore.ca
Canadi

Mites www.smujournal.ca

competitively and spin discs and

mix songs.”
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NICK SIMARD
Science & Business

‘ve read No Logo by Naomi o
IKlein, and I understand the ar- %ot
guments she makes; the fact

remains, however that she does some-
thing similar to Adbusters Magazine:
she sells rebellion. The cover to her
book was definitely designed to have
the greatest appeal, and not merely
made simple to avoid branding and
logo design. She makes valid points,
and I’'m not entirely serious when I
say you should have your own logo.
It is, however, becoming increasingly
necessary to differentiate- ourselves
from other job seekers. With mas-
sive job cuts coming from all sectors,
now is NOT the time to blend in with
everyone else. My graduation is fast
approaching and I realize that there
already exist many equally-qualified
applicants out there and the multitude
of grad classes only adds to that heap.
Therefore, what is required borders
on the ridiculous — become your own
brand. You’ve already become a pro-
duct in many ways, so why not take
some of that back in order to DEFINE
yourself. Are you simply an aggregate
of your likes/dislikes, where you shop
and what you watch on television? I
doubt it, so re-brand yourself. But be
careful when you do so because it
doesn’t always work. For example, I
think Bell did a great job of doing it
but I miss the old Pepsi logo.While
very few people can lay claim to an
Oprah or Obama-like brand power
(maybe I should change my name to
Olivia), this should not discourage us
from beginning the journey into per-
sonal branding.

COHERENT
During the course of my universi
career, and through recent jobs,
think I have acquired the ability t
make sense. You may laugh, but
remember when I first started un
versity, coming from a small to
thinking I knew it all, only to be
shocked at how poorly I was ab
to construct sentences. If you a
relying on your written words t
impress employers, then you h:
better make sure that what you’ri
saying is coherent. First, you wani
to make sure you get your poi
across. Second, you don’t wan
your reader to run away screamin;
after only a few of your sentence
Finally, if the job-requires com
munications skills, then you’ll b
doing yourself a huge favour b
being clear in your sales appro.
ach. Ever see an ad or a brand an
wonder what exactly they - stoo
for? You don’t want anyone to b
left with that impression after en
countering YOUR brand, so clari
yourself right from the beginning

COMPREHENSIVE
While a website with a static image
of your resume may do the trick
for some, it’s hard to argue against
having a multi-faceted approach
the case of personal branding. The-
re is such a thing as a design that
too cluttered, however, so be sur
to consult with friends or profess
onals who can offer valid opinion
Again, I realize that technolo
scares some of you, but it’s be
ter to tackle it while you’re still in
school than upon graduation when
the pressure of finding a career
outweighs all other concerns. Ju
as a physical portfolio stands out
among a sea of resumes, so does an.
online portfolio when an employer
has MB’s of resumes on-hand. It
needn’t even be flashy, as your ex-
perience is ultimately a large part
of your marketablity. Being ab
to succinctly demonstrate yo
various jobs, courses, volunte
experience,- technical skills an
credentials on an attractive websi
brings an employer into YOUR
world. We interact differently wi
“our information than 5 years ag
so it’s time for you to adapt.

CREATIVE
Depending on your chosen fiel
this may not be as important.
can’t hurt, however, to present
creative and entertaining perso
nal brand to potential employer
This is your chance to show o
graphic design, writing abilitie
cleverness, and plain old gumptio
(shrew or spirited initiative and re
sourcefulness). Make your bran
something that an employer want
to buy. What makes YOU wani
certain brands over others? It ce
tainly isn’t limited to the quality o
the product, is it? Sometimes, ce
tain brands just call out to us. W
want to be around them, have the:
in our lives and be seen with them
You want to become that brand t
someone. A creative example fro
right here in Canada is Bell’s fairl
recent (last summer) re-brandin,
effort, which employed a new log
and elements of that logo in variou;
ads. They’re called “bell-ements
and aside from having a creativ
name they become a catchy piec
of the overall branding. Do so
mething cool and eye-catching t
market yourself!

CONSISTENT
Not everybody possesses the ne
cessary skills to create a websits
business cards, portfolio, socia
media connections and/or profess
onal network. I understand that for
many this poses great obstacle
but be aware that it is becomin
the rule rather than the exception
For better or worse, technology i
beginning to define and shape o
ability to garner the right kind o
attention. The key, then, is to b
consistent in whatever it is thal
you do. What I mean is that regar
dless of your abilities; it’s crucia
to be aware of how each of yo
various pieces of personal bran
ding work together. If you hav
business cards with maroon/gol
and the image of a pendulum the
your website should not be blu
and orange with a lion on it. Jus
as corporations employ consultant;
to create corporate identity packa:
ges that demonstrate a consistent
image, so should YOU be carefu
in the crafting of your person
identity.

WHERE DO YOU START?

The process of finding rewarding
and worthwhile careers has rare-
ly been as complex and difficult
as it is today. Gone are the days
where you sift through job ads
from companies who advertise
their available positions. It’s time
to take a more proactive approach
and seek out your own career path,
and personal branding is going to
help you sell yourself. Presen-
ting an appealing image certainly
helps to convince prospective em-
ployers, clients or investors that
you’re serious. If nothing else, it
demonstrates that you’re a hard
worker who is willing to devote
time and effort to your own self-
development. So how do you
achieve this? Let me help you to
foresee, with my four C’s:

Over 10.6 million people access the Yelp web site each month in the U.S. It doesn’t seem to be quite as popular in Ca-
nada, but I love the idea of visiting a single site in order to get a variety of reviews. According to a source of mine, Yelp
has had the power to make or break restaurants in San Francisco, where the site was created. If nothmg else, it would
be awesome if Halifax started using the site more, seeing as how I live here and all.

Trazzler is the kind of site you’ll just have to see for yourself, but allow me to copy and paste some info from the site
to get you started: “Today, travel sites give you chores: price grids, check boxes, lengthy and frequently poor writing
to suffer through. Trazzler places you emotionally into specific moments and locales all over the planet and helps you
explore the limitless travel opportunities our world has to offer.” That doesn’t make it any clearer, does it? Looks like
you’ll have to go there, then.

MeeMix is a fun and easy music service which allows users to create and share
personalized Internet radio stations and video channels for free. Enhancing the
user experience is our own uniquely developed taste prediction technology,
which enables us to bring you a combination of your favorite music with an
added element of discovery — introducing you to new tracks and artists that
match your own individual taste in music in accordance with your current
mood.

MeeMix internet radio

_ Create a blog. It’s free.

_and the world.

. photos, and videos from the web or
_ your mobile phone

_* Flexible. Unlimited flexibility to
_ personalize your blog with themes,

_ many improvements to Blogger in

_ first blog, as it is simple to set up and
~ maintain. There are many themes out
there, and also a plethora of sites with
_ tips on customizing your blog.

"RESOURCES

Linked [}

The site says:
Over 30 million professionals use
LinkedIn to exchange information,

The site says:
Twitter is a service for friends, fa-
mily, and co-workers to communi-

ideas and opportunities. cate and stay connected through the
* Stay informed about your contacts  exchange of quick, frequent answers
and industry to one simple question: What are you

* Find the people & knowledge you
need to achieve your goals

* Control your professional identity
online

Nick says: I haven’t tried LinkedIn
(yet) so I can’t speak from personal
experience, but I have had friends tell
me it’s worth joining. Facebook is
the furthest thing from a professional
networking site, and LinkedIn seems
to be the hottest alternative right now.
It’s worth checking out, I’d say.

doing?

Nick says: At first, Twitter seems
pointless to a lot of people. I tried my
hand at it but at the time I decided I
had more pressing commitments. If
used properly, however, I think mi-
croblogging has a place in an overall
personal branding structure. If you’re
planning to try it out, [ would suggest
doing some research into the best me-
thods to maximize your experience.
Learn from those who know Twitter!

Blogger Wordpress

The site says: Thes

WordPress is a state-of-the-art publi-
shing platform with a focus on aes-
thetics, web standards, and usability.
WordPress is both free and priceless
at the same time. More simply, Word-
Press is what you use when you want
to work with your blogging software,
not fight it.

Nick says: Wordpress is a little more
robust than Blogger and has a ton
of useful plugins, but it can require
more html, css and javascript know-
ledge than Blogger. It’s worth having
a look at, though, if you want to have
more control over your site. Look
into web hosting and getting your
own domain, rather than using the
Wordpress-hosted option.

* Your blog. Share your thoughts,
photos, and more with your friends

* Easy to use. It’s easy to post text,

gadgets, and more.
Nick says: Although there have been

the past couple of years, I still think
it is lacking a little. It’s great for your

A : o
7ACCENT | ODYSSEY
Ao et SAYS it ant : s
An cxperience
www.myaccent.ca | www.myodyssey.ca
PART-TIME FULL-TIME
8 HOURS/WEEK 25 HOURS/WEEK
$4,160 FOR 8 MONTHS $18,500 FOR 9 MONTHS
approx. $16/houry* {approx. $20/hour)*
ENROLLED AS A FULL- | 4 TRAVEL ALLOTMENTS |
TIME STUDENT (2 RETURN TRIPS)*
HAVE COMPLETED AT LEAST
ONE YEAR OF POST-
SECONDARY STUDIES IN THE
_______ PAST 10 YEARS (By June 2009)*

s For moee information, ol 1-877-866-8342 o visit o Webs sles mynccent.ca for a part-time job
or myocbyssey.ca for 2 full-time experience. Apploation deodline: Febuary 15, 2009

thesmujournal@gmail.com
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walk in with your taxes, walk out with your money
and you could win $5,000 towards a road trip. visit refundroadtrip.ca

come in today or call
1-800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)

JASON MACDONALD
Sports Editor

The Huskies hosted the Acadia
University Axe-men and Axe-
women Wednesday night before
a crowd of more than 500 fans at
the Tower. In the 4th meeting of
the season between the teams the

EN AND WOMEN PLAY HARD,
CAN'T SOLVE ACADIA

Huskies are 3 and 1 on the men's
side and 1 and 3 on the women's.

The women took to the court
first and came out with an early
16-14 lead at the end of the first
quarter. However as hard as the
Huskies played the Axe-women
were playing stiffer defence and
keeping SMU out of scoring range.

H&R BLOCK

Scoring for both teams was held

off for most of the second quar-
ter but when it came it was hard
and fast, Acadia posted 21 points
in léss than 5 minutes. In the se-
cond half of the game the Huskies
drove hard and had good chances
but were unable to square up, in
the last four minutes of the fourth
quarter the ladies made a big ef-
fort.to come back.

SPORTS

Huskies At Home
Men’s Hockey

at Alumni Arena

Wed, Feb 4
StFX @ SMU
7 p.m

Women’s Volleyball

at The Tower

Sat, Feb 7
CBU @ SMU
4 p.m.

You can find scores and more at smuhuskies.ca

To the guy who works at Extreme Pita and gives blatantly largd
portions to the football players and then asks them to remember hi
and give him tickets to the games next season!

To the asshole yelling homophobic slurs across the pub Frida
afternoon. Try thinking before you yell something offensive.

This goes to guy that picks up the finance assignments. Here’s

small summary of the situation and his assholeness:
<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>