











VOICES BLACK THEATRE ENSEMBLE

Voices Black Theatre Ensemble was founded in 1990 by David Woods. It was organized in the wake

of the Cole Harbour High School rict in 1990, when students at the school’s CAYG group approached

Woods about creating a play to tell story of the lives of Black students at the school. The resulting

performance Nova Scotia Black Reality Song was an overwhelming success and brought such
-accolades to the student performers they decided they would like to stay together and do other

performances with Woods. ..and thus Voices Black Theatre Ensemble was born.

Voices soon became a force among Nova Scotia youth and the theatre community in general in the
1990’s. A full-time repertory company of young African Nova Scotian actors, musicians, dancers

and singers drawn from around the province was established in 1992 to provide continuity to the
ensembie from year to year. Over the next decade, the Ensembie created plays examining African
Nova Scotian education; history and culture; women'’s issues; individual community experiences etc.
Voices also launched annual performance tours to schools and communities across the province.
These tours crystallized Voices' importance as not only as a ‘teller’ of African Nova Scotian stories, but
as an inspiration to young people across the province who could see performers their own age and
background performing in a professional theatre company. Voices also created special performances
for clients outside of Nova Scotia including Black History Month stage performances in Toronto, Ottawa,
Calgary and Vancouver. In 1995, Voices was selected to represent the province during the Halifax G7 _
Conference with a performance of its play Nova Scotia Suite. Some of the ensemble’s noted plays
include The Detention (1992), Womansongs (1995), Choices in the Skin (1997), Home (2002), and
Witness (2004). Former Voices members who have gone on to pursue full-time professional acting and
performing careers include Jeremiah Sparks (Cherry Brook) and Jivaro Smith (North Preston).
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For interest in performing with Voices, booking a performance, or supporting the ensemble
initiative contact:

Danielle Hodges, Coordinator

Voices Black Theatre Ensemble, P.O. Box 23106 Dartmouth, Nova Scotia B3A 4S9

phone 902 430-3560 | e-mail admin@banns.ca | web www.banns.ca






So far seven large MacDonald-Brown oils dated between 1899-1921 have been identified all held by
family members. All are suffering from mould or light damage and are in serious need of restoration
to ensure their future survival. MacDonad-Brown’s art is both an Africville and Nova Scotia treasure
and must be preserved for future generations to see and enjoy. Voices has agreed to do a future
performance of Once in support of this fundraising initiative and to promote the initiative during its
play performances.

An Africville art print series created by BANNS for this initiative and featuring two works by Edith
MacDonald-Brown is available for sale from Voices tabie in the lobby.

For info and contributions to this initiative please contact:
Black Artists Network (BANNS)
902 430-3560 | admin@banns.ca

The fundraising campaign is sanctioned by Geraldine Parker— owner of most of the artist’s surviving
paintings.

ARTWORK AVAILABLE
Edith MacDonald-Brown (c. 1880-1959)
1. Cattle oil on canvas 1898

2. Deer in Forestoil on canvas 1901
3. Photo of Artist

Justin Augustine, Hix
4. Africville and other such blissful memories
oil on canvas 2000

Angel Gannon, Hfx
5. Mr. Byers oil on canvas 2009
6. Africville Messiah oil on canvas 2011

David Woods

7. Poetry collection Native Song featuring the original Once poems

8. Africville Requiem- a mounted poem

9. Seaview acrylic on canvas 1996 (featured on cover of Joe Sealy’s Africville Suite)




