








Page Four

MAROON AND WHITE

NOTES ON SAINT
MARY’'S HISTORY

(Continued from page 3)

The number of vocations to the priesthood
increased greatly, not only for the diocese,
but also for religious orders. Many of the
Brothers were great scholars, and the stu-
dents, and people of Halifax, were greatly
attached to them. Academically the re-
gime of the Brothers was highly successful
for 27 years. Certain difficulties regard-
ing administration, difficulties that could
have been solved by other personalities,
led, however, to the Brothers leaving Hali-
fax. The present Alumni Association has
no more loyal group than the Brothers’
graduates.

On the tomb of Sir Christopher Wren in
St. Paul’s, London, one reads the words:
‘Si Monumentum Regquiris Circumspice!
If one seeks a monument to the late Arch-
bishop McNally’s zeal for education, and
his vision, and to the industry and pro-
gressive spirit of the Jesuits at Saint Mary’s
today—look around! Their progress and
growth, since 1940 have been in almost
every prospect phenomenal, and the de-
velopment and expansion still goes on. May
it continue for many, many years!

There are certain dates in the history of
Saint Mary’s well known to everyone: cer-
tain others are not well known, but should
be to all Alumni. September 30, 1939 was
an important date, as was June 11, 1943.
If the writer will be pardoned for injecting
a personal note, September 30, 1939 was
the day, upon a train, that he had an oppor-
tunity of prevailing upon Archibishop Mc-
Nally that he could not possibly put dio-
cesan priests in charge of Saint Mary’s be-
cause he did not have a large enough num-
ber of men qualified for college work, es-
pecially as war had just started and the
government was clamoring for Champlains;
secondly that he could not bring an order
of priests here (also because of war) who
were Germans, Austrians, Poles, etc., and
finally that he should bring the Canadian
Jesuits to take over.
The June 1943 date concerns the purchas-
ing of the Gorsebrook property, and for

He finally agreed!

the proverbial song. This was the out-
come of a somewhat risky telephone call
to His Grace, made in the presence of the
deceased, very distinguished alumnus, Rt.
Rev. Dr. Gerald B. Phelan, Agrege of
Louvam, etc., at St. Thomas Aquinas Rec-
tory. This was much more difficult than
the train conference of 4 years previously,
The property
was bought a few weeks later at about one-
tenth of its value today!

but did meet with success.

Few know the story of the refusal sent
by the General of the Jesuits early in 1940.
Sent in Latin to the Provincial it read:
‘Quoad Halifaxiam Negative’. It fell into
the hands of jittery censors and R.C.M.P.’s
who wanted to know who the dark-eyed,
black-hearted Italian spy was in Rome who
wanted a photograph of the Port of Hali-
fax!

The miracle of Saint Mary’s, now so
obviously successful, is that in all of this
long existence, it has never had what could
be called a big benefactor. Its continued
existence for 163 years is entirely due to
the zeal, the sacrifices, and determination
of the hierarchy of Halifax, the priests and
people of the parishes of the Archdiocese,
and the hard iabour of those who guided
and are guiding its destiny. Prospere, pro-
cede, et regna!

SNIPPETS

(Continued from page 2)

down here about 1951 or 1952, posed for
the Journal as our Ski team, but didn’t find
enough snow all winter to get into action.
But here’s an idea for our Alumni Athletic
Committee. A tournament next year. Bob
Chaisson might win it. He gave me a lift
the other day and told me he plays golf.

Do local universities share services?
Twenty Dalhousie students are following
Dr. Loewenstein’s course in Anthropolgy.
Sounds to me like the first time Dalhousie
students took credit-course at Saint Mary’s.
Young ladies from the Mount and Sacred

Heart Convent are taking courses at SMU

that are not presented at their respective
Alma Maters. Professor Flynn—Chairman
English Department at SMU—is giving a
regular course at Dalhousie.

Dalhousie this year has an office shared
by three chaplains, Anglican, United and
Roman Catholic. Rev. Gordon MacLean
spends every Thursday on the campus. In
the new residence there is a chapel. Father
Gordon celebrated Mass there for the first
time a couple of weeks ago. The Mass
The Dal-
housie Gazette carried a large (free) adver-

has become a weekly occurrence.

tisement for the first service.

Alumni executive appointed Jim McDe-
vitt, Paul Cusick and Charlie Leonard as
the New England region committee. They
have organized a social for Dec. 30th at
Lynnfield, Mass. I believe the name of
the local is “The Ship”. I expect Fr. Hen-
nessey to attend.

The first check specifically for the rink
reached me this morning. Who was the
donor? Donald “Joey” Johmson of St.
John’s, Nfld.—Erstwhile child with a voice
that made the old arena ring as if the soli-
tary rooter were a thousand fans—erstwhile
student that frustrated Fr. Labelle’s ability
to clarify the statement that if all apples
are good, one apple is good—erstwhile hoc-
key player that hit hard—erstwhile coach
of our hockey team for a couple of years
when coaches did not get paid.

From Grand Falls, N. B. comes the news
that another alumnus has been ordained to
the priesthood this year, Fr. Michael Toner,
C.S.C. That brings to five our total for
the year.

Tony Mastroianni has joined the Trap-
pists, Spencer, Mass.

Montreal’s Bill Murphy married Mar-
garet Mellon Oct. 16th in Montreal. Fr.
Stewart officiated. Ervil Cormier and Dan.
McGrath were present.

On Nov. 18th we had a very impressive
Requiem Mass for Archbishop McNally
and deceased alumni. Very Rev. Fr. Fis-
cher was the main concelebrant. The altar
was surrounded by seven other concele-
brants—Frs, Stewart, Kierans, (’Connor,
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