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This'péper égﬂmﬁneh'the'éirsk sixty years of Colcheater
County's experiﬁﬁce‘ wjtﬁin the Cannd&ﬁn Conrederﬁt{on; The
middlé ygars‘oﬁ éhe nin;teenlh éent;ry werﬁ_crit{cn] ones
for the pebple of 1ﬁescounty ns !He cconbmic‘ cbndi!ions
which'had fostpféd gggwtﬁ“ana dpvcio?iént:ko_(hhflpoknt.wdre

about "to change direction. A choice had to be mode -in | the -

o 4 3

IBBO’bvto continue the Lr&ﬁitiona] ecoﬁoﬁjo‘developmgﬁt of na
‘seaﬁdrd looking economy or to ChODée. the néwfy ld&&p]uping
ecpnomy'of a ”quern“' technoiogy hased on ‘mnnhfaclﬁring,
thﬂg turning away‘from the jptérnntionnl, overscms”muikct.ﬂ-

The new landward gpportuqit{es did not dpécal to abme

Nova Scotia counties but to many Colchestor -people the'

horizon was uhlimited . and clear. Colchester was  well

situated to benefit. from a realignment of commerce on ' a

)

continental oriented basis.  Proposed rail conneclions from
the upper provioces ‘Lo Halifax must traverse the county and
Colchester entrepreneurs were ‘delermined to seize every

adﬁnﬁtﬁgé.

This papeér is organized into five separate secctions
o - ' -‘(‘w" ‘e . . .
which examine .the economic, political and social responses
“of the county within =~ the ~ framework of the Canadian’

iConfgderatidn. Chapter oné s a gencral éummary of county
populntion_during ;the vears under study. f Basically this

-gection will show' the peak years forﬂpopulatfon .Qf, the

county. and the Town of * Truro. . .The dominant choracteristic

v
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N . L . * " . . * -
was that . of ‘a population drain . from the county.

'Qutmigrntjbhﬂtb other providces and countries is illustrated

B

by examples token from Pounty newspﬁpers of the tﬁme.
"Chapter two and F thcr threo "deal with county p011~
tjcﬁ. They examine. the '?%1093 made by County clectorq on

the. federnl and provincial . levels.’ Federmlly,‘ it‘ is

e 3

possible to show n_rukﬁl/urﬁhn’split.which emerged over the
guesatiodn of Cpnféderalion_ and ‘protective tariffs.

Basically, the town voters tended to vote Conservalive and

the county Liberal.

On the provincial levél it can be shown that the rural/

seen federally and there are more excéplions Ld the rule.

‘The Town of Truro tended to be decidedly Conservative.

Chapter , four deals. wi}h the shipbuilding.-indgsiry of
theﬂcbﬁﬁiy in gon eral terms t; spow the'declgne oT”ithe
indgstry.during.the last half of tbe ﬁinctcénth‘centufy:

bhaﬁfer.five ethinés the ToWﬁ bf Téufo énd its metla-
mo%ﬁhbsia froﬁ a ru;ai mnrkét Léwn at mld nlncte@gth Ccntury

to an  aggressive manufacturlng town, w1th” natlonal

"ambitions, in the short space of aboﬁt thirty yeafs.;..ﬂy

'ﬁSZS,_Hhcn -other Maritime-«townslderé devastnted by the

B

centralization of economicd and. - polltlcal poweg, Truré

maintained a level of what maoy be termed modest. prospériéy

<
N

by comparison.
Overnl],.thg'TQQn of Truro may be said to -have desired,

cherished aund benefited by the Jandward ~ attractions of

.
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Confederation. The Golcheéter people outside ‘the towh;‘.
however, did not‘:shure thjﬁ bright vision. They ‘rejectﬁdvﬂ

failrly ¢consistently any proposed beﬁefjta_of Confqderntiony'

Rural .industries declined, farms were abindoned and the only/

i -
.

Colchéster homes .

"benefit of the railway was for passage away from their

.
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Intréduotion

A Central NoQa Scotian County and the

Landward_Pull:,

1925,

The Case of Colchester, 1867

E

Be it resolved that the citizeons of Trure he’
requested to close their pleces of business on the

afternoon of  the 16th. instant when

the  funeral

obsequies 'are to be performed and that Lhose who
have flags be requested to have -them placed at

half-mast and that . the citizens

gencrally are

requested to observe and give axpression to any .
marks of respect they mny deem suitable; that this
council attend the® funeral in a body; that this -

resolution be declared by publishing

in the Doily

News of tﬁjs evening and ~that a copy of this
. resoclution, duly embosscd and certified by the

. Town Clerk, be immediantély forwarded Lo  Lady

. Archibald with wbom ’this council
profoundland’sincere sympathy. !

exXpress their

The citizens of Truro prepared to honour an illuslrious

native  son. Sir‘Adams George Archibald had died. on December

14, 1892.

On Fridﬂf, the 16(h, the day of the

schools were closed for the afternoon.

lined the streéts that day to observe the.

would witness a djsplay.of- respect and

% '

genuine public. grief as wogld:be~accorded

funer@f,_thc ctown
The Chi)drgn' who

funeral procession
B N

.

admiration and of

few from the ~town

or copnfy.' As tﬁe vortege 5made.its'wuy from the Avchibald -
residence, on the hill above . Brunswick Stfecp. to First
Presbyterian, Church, blinds - were - drawn, - flags ‘were

lowered ‘and the five.lhoﬁsand  citizens of the fown _turned

“Truro Daily News. 15 Dec., 1892..

S -



%
out'to honour one of their own who had riseh to natianal
prominence and whose public 1ifTe had been so exemplary.

'Premier Fielding was unable to attend ‘the fuﬁeral, he

. . . . : ' ’ a .
being msbsent in Boston, but His Honour Licutenant-Governor

Daely was in town for the occasion. Other mourners included

Attorney General J. W. Langley; M. J. Power of Halifax,

Speaker of the 'Provincial,hegislatdne; Honourable W. An

L. _ . ' . -
Patterson, M. P. for Colchester; Honourable C. E. Church,

- \

M.P. for Sh¢1bdrhéT Cblchgster'Senator Hondﬁﬁable Thomas

B

McKay:; and. Hoﬁourable D. Weldon, M.P. for Albert, New
. - . ' . . B

1

Brunswick. "Professor Léwson and Dr.  Forrest were present
"representing Dalhousie .University of thch Adams G.
Archibald 'was late Chairman of the Board of Governors. Mr)

N Pottinger, General Mhnger e}

¢ ‘

Mr., P, 'S, Archibald, Chief Engineef,‘arrived from ‘Moncton.
" Mayor D. J. Thomas of-iruro and ‘the Truro Town Council 'were
thére and Warden James Greham with representatives of the

- Colchester Counﬁy Council. ~All thé 'local/tlcrgy;_the Jaw

- P -~

fraternity Cand the leading. citizens bf:‘Trurb solemnly "’

2

assembled.

. was a "largely . atféndcd“‘ funeral at . First -

%resbyteriah, its Minister Réverend John'Robbins conducting

L o, : o .
_the .ceremony at the church. Tributes for the deceased were

many. "His life", Revetend Robbins said, "was_.a lesson to
the young of today, especia]]y. those who had 'a - disposgition
. _ | . .

+
H

-

ot

e
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Lo leave their native country. Here was 6 man . who had stoond
by his native bountry,_lnbdur¢d~fdr'its beat welfare hnd had

become eminent and beloved in doing so."? . <

These words ﬁay have lingéred as the crowd stood~hyfthq

grave site in the Robie’ StreeL Cémetery. Looking out from

“the spot, across' the brown marsh stubble dn n.bléﬂk December
. . Ty

.day 1t would be poésiple to see the riéing bank of the

Salmon River :whéréﬁ_Agamq_ a. Archlbu%d..hﬂd bééﬁ barn
sevegt}“nine_yehns beque. ; Hjs.“nptiveﬂ cougtrih then; ﬁn
1814; Qas Nova - Scotia. Hgs ”;nl;vq‘ Couﬁ(ry- noé",n wos
Canada. aTn.that:broad sweep 8f yéqrs between'bcgfnning -und

end, his 1life and the _life'pf. his éouh(y,und town -hod,

1)
experienced dramatic changes. o

RN

Archibgld’s,deuth had occured at a watershed era in hi&

: N . ) N . M ) . . ) . ' ' N N
"counﬁy’s history. For the twenty-five ‘yearvs that he
expeﬁienced.of the 'Cnnadian Confederation ' it would ‘mappear

a

“that the visions of progress for Nova . Soctia 'which he had -

~eépoﬁs¢d in the 18607 s had_beeﬁ fulfilled. 'Hqt the “hopeful

-

beginning did not last. Archibald diq not live to scé  the

gvéntual sadder. fate of his province' and égunty,us ;lhcy

‘moved into'the;?il§t'QUuéter of the t?enlieth century.”

4

The traditional- view of‘the‘Novu 'SCQtian experience

.

within Confederatiph has beensqne where develtpment stopped

.

. . . : - U SV —

2Halifax Herald. 17 Dec., 1892.
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n- 1867 .- Thig view has {tended- to be highly  roménticized,

much of 1t looking at -the "Golden Age" of progpcrity in the

-1850'§uand 1860’3 as -a conlrast ~to what was ﬁef@eived as

deeline  when th-wooden satling ship was ' eas sed oul of the

world shipping palle rns. ' l 0 - ,
] ' - * .
Y In the light éf the renais nnﬁ& which has occured since

1970 1o, Allanlié_ﬁnnadg'_ijh regard to the study-of the

region, the traditionnl view of .Maritlime history has changed

by
L

ralher marked]y. In lh{s view, Lhe Marilime experiépce .on’

e N - . I ‘ . . -
tnleving Confederation was, ﬁmrdhe bcglnnrng, one Tor  which

.

o . . . S . L. .
cwery hope of success seemed to LP pos bl ST W Acheson,

N . N .-. - - . . ° * R
has. shown the  adaptability —and xcbourccfu!noss of  Lhe
Maritime enlreprencur to fit the mreorganlzed Treconomic

Crealilyswhich  exi lvd. éTLér 18677 "The. greal drean S of

brcoming the iddustrial heartland of the néwly created
dominton was one which began to fada, however,  by.the  lasl
. . ] ‘ L N _ .

~derode rof the mineteenth century Hs‘lhe maritlime economy was

’

_ . ‘ : e - L 4
integrated into - that of the conlinent.? In the wake of the”

R
A

SAn e et d e g it g s ot e

L3

[
.

tre

_4T.~y. A(hebﬂn The Maxl!1mc and Empire Canudu in Be}ouson .

-?(bdi) Canada and The Burden of | Unity, Machllan, Foroniq, 1977.‘ Also
J. D, Frost,” ”The Natlonallzatlon of - the Bank of N.S. 1880-1910",

Greantl War Lheée ecqnomy‘df the Maritimes was devastated; Its

. 3T, WliAghcqon ‘Thp National Policy and The [nduqtr]a]mzntion of,”
The Matitimes"”, Scadlenslq,_Vol 1) No 2, 1972 ‘- :

Acadicnsis, ¥ol.. 1, Autumn 1982 fL;~D; McCann, "Metropolitanism and’

Aulumn 108?

" Branch Business in The Maxltlmeq 1881 1931" ‘AéadiensiS;'Vol: 13, No. 1,




pgoplc' scatLqred and my 1930 "the s region had.ncgniroq'lhe
[//reputat1on as an 9conom1c baokwator "It iﬁ wi@%iq.lhis'COng
LM//text then that ‘phis paper’ will examiﬁe. the expcriéncv of’
Co]chestpr County. -
'Tbé{hiétor; of.-lhe county to épéut 1860 {s not uni{kq?
many gph§r ‘Nova Scotian ’ céuﬁties. ) The 'égrifulturﬁil
, resource§ -of. extensive ma}shiugds ,wg}o. ﬁdon(if&nd and.
exploitéa ;arlyuby the Apadians'befofe']755.. Devclopﬁénlrof
up{andvngriqulture thrpﬂgho&L/”thé ﬁouthvrn- 6nrl of :lho
‘géun£y w;s'uﬁdertgﬁén by the Uist@r chts-who éum;_(;um New

5

Englend uhd Iréland'to‘fpund the Lownships of Truro, Onalow

and'Londonderry>about' 1760l} To the northern counly or

i development was somewhal later. - The DesBoarves Estaled ol

B

‘the Northumberland- ‘Strait tried _to introduce 8" tenant

‘e i ) . .

"pepsantry in the 1770's Which limited development in a great

block o% '20-000‘acreé. Settlemenl wﬁich overflowad from

Pictou’ County sonth and wesl through thc}hills or westl al

the qhnre 'conjrned the SyntS'(d ‘Lhe'hill gounf;y of

“Earltown® and New . Annan d1 iricls _where nan ugrirulturnj -

ﬂfhgurefwaa'Liﬁitéd by soil and Lopography ;:' -

:By the 1860's thc-llmiﬁs of the ngrxvul(ﬁrhi potent

onA

ong

- .
ong

the

ju]

for’ the Tcounty were ctose ‘to bejng, met . Maximum- rural

‘pobu]étionlbcéuréd in census.year 1871. -Agribnliu}enwou]d
6George Sutherland ' The que und Decline of the Cbmmunlty of -

\\ Eatltown? Colchester Hlstorlcal Soc1ety Publlratlon, 11980

i

[
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be classed as . subsistence, ' wilh no great “export  market,

"aurplus  produce or caltle being taken by boat fr&m Truro to

"Windsor and thence ‘Lo Halifax, The direct overland route

“Trom . Truro through to Halifax was more difficult and less

-mid-nineteenth century Lhere were.slill'"ﬁbqut twenty good

Jyeors left Lo the industry. By.the turn of the twenfieth

frcducntly used.

" AS with.countleSS' other areas of the’ Maritimcg, the

" proximity of good timber to water in Coelchester léd Lo the

development of a shipbuilding industry;‘ Communities _along-
the Shubenacodie mouth, the north share of éoquuid Ray nnd‘
nlong the No%phumbcrlnnd Strait produced vessels éarly in

Lthe late aighteénih and early nineteenth cenluries. .By
- . " \'?

B

©.century the vessels being.turned out were few ivdeed. “The |

"seaside villagers no  longer . looked seaward for their"

Nivelihood.

Byt 1850 there | was some evidence . that there © was
potential in Colchester for industrial development in “the
British or \Amcrjcnn-étyle. . Mines were begun  in 1848 hﬁ

Acadia anes‘anﬂ”by 1851 the forges were‘produciné pig " iron

capable of praige 'from'JUQges.mt the London Exhibition of'_

that .year.”  For .people with a’ vision of thé. future this
. T . PR . /"", Lo o . g :

£

/’ ‘. l ' . ' .‘ '

, L o ) )
. . - » - oo : L
7T. Matheson. Histdry of Londoﬁaerry, Phoenix Press, Truro, 1983{-

p.Qt
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"enterprise was one which promised much.?®
. - . ) ‘

At mid-nineteénth century the men who guided the dpé
tiny of Nova Sqotiaﬁknéw thnt.._tﬁeir future might' very

%MA&L be perilous.. Up to. the 1840’s thisg cblbu& had been

secure and dependent within. the British imperial system.-

‘Mercantile capitalism functioned well for .the.Nova Scolian

merchant exporter. The fish 'moqu'to ihe West Indies  with

'Hritish.prefe%enﬁia] tarif&s and Hril?sh progcblion. The
}umbef.ﬁqd-ghips- méved‘asg easily and .hrofilLb1y into the
British phrket. A When Britain abandoned ' the mercantile

.syatem in the 1840's, thé.Nbva‘ Scotians faced cpmm;rvial
ruin.® '  ) . o '¥ |

.ThekvRéciprbcity Trenty with the Unitdéd Stoates, nego-

.

tiated in 1854, was looked ‘'upon as an economic salvation and

" its.abrdgation in 1866 caused a sgerious dislocation of

business for Nova Scotians. '

vThévdecade of the 1860°s was a ‘cricianl. one for Novn’

Scotia.. Was the fulure .to be the traditional merchant

economy under British acgis or was it to be 0 pew and

"modern" one based on ‘the technology of railways, steel- apd

N 'v-
E

. £A guccession of companies operated the Ironwprks and its fate was
a familiar ope for many Maritime -busineases - control by Montreal

capitalists and liquidation by 1898. See .T. Matheson, History of.

Londonderry. Phoenix Preas, Truro, 1983. 'p. 31..

9See D. Sutherlﬁnd, "Haiifax Merchants and Lﬁeqursuit~of Develop- '

men§\1783—]850", Canadian Historical Review, ‘Vol. 59, No. ],-]978.

- - b



" coal, .o pechnqlogyAwhiéh would\tie-Nova Scotia'’s fortphes_to
that of-Canada? This was a méqentoué choice for thq people
and poliliciang Qf»Coidhester County at mid~century. Unlike

.Lhosc v al the extremities, a central Céuntyl on the direct

¥ - L . - i ) . . .

. . .

route of . the -Intercolonial Railway from Halifax to- the

: .\ . . .~'> . : .-‘\’/‘ ) i .

“"Upper Provinces”, ‘would- have something ‘to gain by .a

,rean;nment of trade and commerce along continental or land-

_ ward rather than. seaward i%nés, ' . )
This paper. will deal with the econom;c; politigul -and
socin} Yedﬁonsés .of Co]cheste; ~ngnty -ﬁo-_Lhe. lgndward
aétractiohs_as firqé é;opéscd' in the 1860’s‘ﬁna lthereéftﬂr
_showAihé-integrntiénuof:lhe-céunty;iqtq.ihé natiénﬁ]lecénomy
up Lo 1930. Chapter ;ne 6f. thg.pépef Qntitled; ?Paafgres
‘Greén,jkfur“; ds:a Aemographic siudf Qf the:coun@},_‘lt will
show\ﬁow the Coichester boéulation'was~di§pergea during the
“sixty-year .berioa under stud&."_:The popu1gﬁioﬁ _of ihe
qount& at ﬁid-ninelecnth:céniuﬁy will be.sgowngto be.ffairly‘
homﬁgenebué;‘ Popu1atidn.-tréﬁagswill'?how 'a'mn%imuﬁ }ural,
pppulétion';eaéheéf in cén§us ‘ygér 1871: -.Ovef&ll,jmgximumJ
cpugty popﬁlafion wiil bé.séén:in_census year 1891 bﬁt;‘like
bthe}“Marifimé"pouﬁt§es. JColchestér was afféc£ed ‘$9  the
dnsidiéus Phbndﬁéhon,kno@n'ﬂs outmigratjqni. B
- Cﬁapter two, "The .ﬁational‘Qgestion,' Tgé National
Policy and Maritime Righté?, wii]'show part of.thé tﬁeéponse
“to Ehe 5ig'p01@tical aue;tipns of thg ﬁeéiodxi Thé- conf%iét

.
~



err'CompetingQ philosophicgs of Hcvclopﬁnnl in the 1860 s

will be 1llustrated by the nrgumonls'OVéY the  Confederalion

question. It wil) be secen that the county ugqhi(nd I

definite allegiance to the Conservat ive Party, an ollegiance

t B . . 1

which seldom waivered. The anger. and frustration which Lhe
Maritimes expcriénced in the aftermath - of World War 1T will

‘

be seen as Colchester; loo, ‘Telt the 1oss of ecovoemic  nod
. . . ) .
‘political’ influence in n Canada where power-  wng -

increasingly concentrated in the cenler.

Chapler three.of Llhe poaper,. "Nol Worsce 00f Than Ot hed

. People"”, .examines the polilical queslions at the provincinl

level. The bold trends which appeared so obvious ot the:

federal level are nol so p]nihly{dcfﬁgod ot the provinecind

Jevel. The- emotlen  surroundipg Lhe Confederation questUion
. . U S ) ) 5
i .

en as a consﬁanl’{h#mu, though., 1L will be _3hnwﬂ

[44

will be s

. B el . o . . . - .
Lhat there was.a strong Co%se%yntive hias Lhroughoul much of

the counfy’s political expor#en&e. Counly volers often wil

‘Le scen lo. express n preference - for. the Liberals

~

i . . : .

provincially, yel.maintainiﬁéfphe federal Conscrvative Ui,
, ; . SN y E . b
Chapter four, YAs  Degad -As  Chelsca”, will.show the

. s . ) o o . - . _
decline of what was once’ fa profitable  and dynamic  county

t

industiry. The efidenccxﬁill demonstrate HQ% the dv}linu

-which vcecured .in the wpoden ship " businegss and associpted,
S T fe ’ e

i
-

industries, Tike lumbering, occured before Confoederntion and

i . ‘
. N N

‘was coMPIELe'by the 1890’3.5 
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" The fingiuseétion'éf the paper, "Hustling Hub", is a

study of the growth of industry in-the "Town of Truro. over
the time period in question. The euidéncé héne will reveal

o growth stimulated by the rni]wpy and a government policy
» . ! .-

'ﬁf;protectdon of ‘home jindustry. .It mny be observed 'that' R
Colchester entrepreneurs desited ahdv cultivated the
opportunitiecs presented to them by the ties to Canada.  Qver

the sixtly year period, however, it will be seén that the

'prbsperity of_thehtown-did'hot depend entirely on.industriq].
development . There were other components which enabled the

town Lo avoid the. industrial coflapse_which other - Maritime -

t6wns suffered nftpr thc.first Great!WQr.
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» Chapter T

”Paqfureq Green, Afar': Colchester Populn[‘~n 18671925

-Population  studies of our region! omphu31 ze one domi-

v

" nant feature: Qutmigrationﬂ 'Throughoﬁt the\dccndcs of the

laat quarter of’ the nineteenth century . and into this" one,

the Maritimer, by necessity.or -by choice, has wandered awny

from his home. Colchesler County . was nol immune to  the

"fever"? which afflicted s /;nny of the people of the }cgiqn

and, indeed, the Couhty Adontributed to the‘;vxodus like the

\

rest. This section will indicole the trends which are ovi-

"dent in the county pobulét{p and, using a selecliion of

o

'See Alen  Brookes; "Oufmigration From the Maritime Provinces

1860-1900", Acediensis, Vol. 5, No. . b, Spring 1976: Alan Brookes, 'The -

Golden Age and the Exodus:. The Case of ‘Canning, Kings Co.", ‘Acadiensis,
Vol. 11, No. 1, 1981; A]berf Kennedy, "The Provincials", Acadiensis, .
vol. 4, No. 2, Spring 1975; Campbell & MacLean, 'Beyond the Atldntic-

" Roar, Carleton Library #78, 1974. Nova Scotia Submissions of Tts Claims

With Respect to Maritime’ Disabilities Within Confederation as Presented ~

"to -the Royal Commission, 1926. Henry Veltmeyer, "Pcople Are Qur biggest
. Product: Atlantic Canada and the Industrial Reserve Army", Canadian

Dimension, Vol. 13, No. 2, 1978; Dominion Bureau of Statistics, - The
Maritime Provinces and Their Relation to the Natiopal Economy of Canada,
1948; Kari Levitt, Population Movement in the Atlantic Provinces, AFEC,

- 1960;, Pat Thornton,” -"Some’.Preliminary  Comments on-  the .Extent and
‘Consequenceq of Outmigration From the  Atlantic Region 1870-1920",

Merchant Shipping and Economic Development In Atlantic Canada, Fischer &
Sager .(ed.), Memorial . Unlver31ty, 1982;. Pat .Phorntnnd"Thc Problem_ of
Qutmigration from Atlantic Canada 1871~ 192] A New Look", .Acadiensis,

'Vol 15, No. 1, Autumn 1985 . ' S

2”Fever“ or "epidemic" 'were_ frequently . uscd terms to “describe

the mobement of"penp]e A, biogtaphy by G. W. MacPherson, (Av Parsons

Adventures, Yonkers Book Co,, New York, 1925) gives an excellent account
of hig" emlg:ant experlence from Cape Breton to thé United Stelee Ln the

- 1880’s
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" pewspoper stories, will show the reality of the pobulation

;
. on
, - . . . A CoL
drain nas it oppearcd Lo readers of Colchester \N%wsp?pers
' g ’ . ) ) ’ \".\ .
-“during the. lime period in question. =~ For some -Colchestdr
. N . ' - v

people the reality  of "pastures green, atar”? was a drean
‘realized wilh regret; for some a dﬁédm realized with joy.

Numbcrs for.migr%@ts from‘thg Maritimes vhry acdord{ng
: S\ o . .
lo-source‘but there isXan %Qdicatioh of substantial -outwqrd'
moﬁpmcnf dﬁripg the tiﬁe peFio;5 unde; study. The meiﬁibn
Burenu of 'Stalisﬁjcs fi:\res' are the most Cbmprehé;éiﬁé.
\@d:frdm Confedgration £6 1931 . 1s
. . \ . ’
thé(ilhe Méﬁitimes.losﬁ 4§p,000' people.? Other studies
: . \ o
.}é{imﬁ(vé thciloss of populg{joﬁ'lo be even higher, ﬂt;ahbﬁk

._fhnif eatimate for the per
’ §

600,000,5'0r‘at least 100,000 each_decadé Uctweqn 1881 . and.

. . . \ i . By . -
19121, "In the difficult decade of 1921-1931, -more "-than
147,000 Mnritimgrs left the-region...,thé massive exodus
N . . . NS - T

began in. 1920 . and most  outmigration occured -in Lhe wonst

economicc times, -before 1926."S6

s

Novn-Scb{inps tended to go Lo Massdachusetts, iparticu—_'
tiuuinr]y to the nearest large 'English ‘speaking Cityt'

. ®Expression used by emigrant in 1ettér home‘to Truro Daily News,
June, 1904, see pp. 29-30. S . :

S

“‘Dominion ‘Buresu of Statistics, The Maritime Provinces in, Their
Relation to the National Economy of Canada,‘ 1934. '

5See Pat. Thoraton, Alan Brookes, Kari Levitt,‘QE.Ciié

... %L. D. ‘McCann (ed.},_.ﬂearfland and,Hintef]ahd; A Geography of.
. Canada, Prentice Hall, Toronto, 1982,.p. 182 N . .

e



migrants to the Canadian Wesl was apparent.

Boston. In 1880, for example, sevenly percent of Nava
. o . ) .
Scotians in Lhe United Slates werce in New England, compared

to sixty-Tive percent. of New Brunaswickers and !Jlly~ seven

percent of Prince Edward_ lslanders.? As early - as 1880

Boston contained more ' Nova Scotians than Yarmouth,® Pictou-

- . .

and Sydney po@thined.ﬂ By the 19207s though  the (low” of

A1l of the reasons for emigration will never be  known,
of course,” but somé of thelm may be speculated -upon. . The

last-.four decades of lhe. wvineteenlh century were ones of -

very greal economic changes (or the Maritimes. _These  yeao'rs
witngssed .a realigument .of the region’s occuanic outlook Lo

Co. o . . . b ~ .- .
thal.of a continental one, the tfintegration of the region's

cconomy, the dominﬂtiun of lhe-rvgjon ‘by Cunirnl_ Canadinn

business interesls and thv collapse -of indigenous Moaritime

industry.? - Emigralion was one respousc to Lhe disruplion-of
‘ — .

the traditional eccopnomy.l?

4 .
"7See Harvard Encygloped]m of Ametlcnn Pfhn1(«Groupq ~ Harvord
Unlv tql Ly Pr(ss, Cambridge, ]QRT p. 193.
BA. .J. Kénnedy, ”The Provincig]s”, A(adlgggls Vol. 4, No. 2,

Spring 1973 p: 86. . :

aIrT, w. Acheson, “Thé Natioenal Policy and lhe industrinlization of
the Maritimes 1880-1910", ﬁgggigg§i§,-ﬁpring 1972. '

1L0Pat Thornton, The Problem of Outm]gratlon From Algnnti Cannda,
1871-1921: . A New Look”, " Acadiensig, Vol. 15, No. 1.} Autumn 1985,
suggests that outmigration may alsc be ' seen . as a caush /} thc cconomic

dx%rupt1on as wpll as a resu]t A K /,/”\’ ’
e +
s ' yd
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+ In -economic terms. the period 1870 to 1930 was jnothing7

short of chaotic. With the end of the Civil War in the

) UJitedASt&Les and the end of the Reciprocity Treaty, Nova

g

’/Scotiu‘experienced hard times as the markgt'for products

like fiah and coal dis&hbe&red. The‘New England ecqhomy was
buoyun@;-the Maritimes stagnated. Confederation in 1867 "and
the ear]ier:remova] of.colonial trade preferences led to the

decline of the lumber ihdustry: The decline of the

"impdrtance of the wooden 'sailfng ship in the international

5 -

carrying trade was significant 'in the economic decline.

. “Ristorians often point to the transition made in this period

nspgéyng‘fgom the .economy df. ”WOOA} winddgn& sail" to thét
of~”iron,'caal,and rﬁjlh. The Intercdloniél Réilgqy hnd»tﬁé;
‘Nntiohgl Pé]icy united }Hé Mnfitime écqnomy inexorably-;with
that of Ccnfra] Canada..  CoA§61jdafi§njand centrulizdtion of
indusf}y‘meunt control fﬁomvﬁhat éenﬁe;;~too. There ‘waé’

also a persistent world wide depresgion from 1873 to 18396

- which'was a stimulus for local and regional depression.

" Soil depletion was .another reason for 'emfgratibn.l

.Qfﬁginélly rich virgin .éoil'@as depleted in time and the

‘farms could no longer support large “families.!'.. The ¢hil-
dfen:moved_on.

.11Thisipoint is frequently raised in local histories, for example, .
see George Sutherland, Rise and Decline-of the Community.of Earltown,
Colchester Historical Museum Publication, 1980. In some cases -initial

" settlement was made in aress with inadequate soil for farming. "It soon

became qppareﬁt that the-farms could not support large families.
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.In'ihe cgunty ﬁqd no iafge influxtof'gﬁy o;her group until
the Highland Scpts settled the Karltown district beginning
>in>thé year 1813. .‘About thé»ééme time ‘a group -of LOW]aAJ
Scots hegah settlement in. the New~An;an ﬂistrfcf. Another
ﬁngrédient iﬁ.fhé ethnié mix-Qas the additioﬁ‘of Montbeliard .
peopie who we?@_ broﬁght 1fﬁto the 'Desbarnés estéte from
~Lunenbéré-in'the_ éarly 1770 s, "All of ‘these groups were ~
\_ovcrwhelming]y Prospetant-“(fﬁéébytérién), : Census figurés,
v'for 1861 sh;w a'céunty poéulat}on of 20,045;' most Nova
"S_éotidn borm (]..8,302). ‘ - g
'2M0§ement of p&ph]ation i$ not glaringly gpparcni by a
ca;uél perusal of population 'fjgurééf 'Thé fo]lowjng kéble

shéwsucounty'popﬁ]ation in_censué vears 185]—1531: (Table 1 -

below)!s

Table 1

1851 : 1861 : 1871

il 0 i

1881 @ 1891 : 1901 : 1911 { 1921 : 1931
Colcheater!15,469:20,045:23,331:26,720:27,160:24,900: 233664125, 196! 5,051

____.‘/"

. Showing the percehtage increase in prulation"for each

ten year interval illugtrAtes the situation in -.starker

R,

terms 1% (Table'210n.fo]1 ing_péged

v

13Census_of Canada, 1931, Vol. 1, p. 348.

H.Cenéus of Canada, 1931,:V01. 1, p. 350."




% Teble 2
g - .

~.

_1851-61:1861-71:1871-81:1881-91:1891-0] :1901 1131911 -21:1921,

4
'

. o

Colchester ! 29.58 : 16.39 . 14.49 ; _1,55”;;Engg*im:4;gg_; .Qgga";_!q,sjii

LIRS

'If fourteen' percent is® used as the minimum decadnl

growlh necessary Lo reltain natural increase, .1t can be . seen

that Colchester’s decrease in populetion was evident in Lhe

1870 s .

As - may be -expected, the * rural population deercnsed

'throughout'lhe time period as the urban Qopulnjion grew.:

fhé foljowing table (Table 3) shows Lhe ruEQI/urbnn dMvision’

* for Colchester.fé

1

‘Colchester: . .Year '

u

. 1871
1881

1891

1901

1911

1921

1931

“rable 3
.
Ruraf

‘:Jscensug of Canada, 1931, Vol. 1, p. 365.

o)

¥

Urban

3,161

o~1 -
5,102,

5,993

5,704

8,381

8 7014



tufnl production.. . Available d

8
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The figures for percentage  increase of “rural. popula-

tion per decade (1871-1931) emphasize the;druining away. of -

“rural populution.iﬁ ‘This is shown below. (Tdblc»4).-

- Table 4

:1871-1881:1881-1891:1891-1901:1901-1911:1811-1921;1921-1931:

i [N '
.

:Colchester: > 9.62 ! - 5.16 1 -14.29 @ -10.49 1 —0.64 ! ~ 2.78

an

Acbordiné Lo these figufes; Colchegter’s census-year
.. g P - ' - :

prq"haximﬁm ~rural population was. 1871, “with decreases each

'dcrhdp unt il census, year ]931.'~ It is reasonable to . assume

that 1871 -would .be the year of the maximum number of . farms,
e . L. . . . -' N . . IS I ] Sl
maximum acreage, maximum .acreage dimproved end maximum field -

fgfbps;* This; however, .is ‘not the ,case. ATT" of . these

maximums were achjeved .in' census year 1891.17 - It was .

’ . L. . - ,‘ ,. AR s . : .
posgsible then for the .county t¢6 “réachg%ts maximum . rural,

population and begin_io.decliné, without an apparent lag -in
’ *ﬁgﬁicultufa];dévéfépﬁént. Reabhing maximuh-rural.pdphlatién_-'

Laid noi;byéﬁgf pgfﬁ¢y1hufaln§ettlem§nt: Ain tEQ.-CbUniy to g -

ha[t‘nQr did jt bring a povﬁespanin§' decrease 'in agricul-

-

ata  suggests ithat the value-
R - .

N

¥5mefnion Bhrgnu.dqutatisiics,'fhe“MaritiméjProvinbés.
nd: Their Relation-to the National Economy of Canada, - 1948,
.14 - o ' R T T o
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of - farm land, implements and machinery, Tivestock, value

of field crops and animal products all increased in value. !9

Increased mechanization of farms compensoted for loss -of

“farm labour.®

Aqother qegment of the .rura} . populalion- which con

tributed to the dCLllnt of _populafion'hﬁs been that of: the

£ I e
rural craftsman (e.gz the'blacksmith, the harness mnkers,
1he tanners;  the millers, the coopers). . The 'Jec1inv of

Lhese occupations would be respopsible for the removal of .

many hundreds of crafts vpegple and “their families. 'fhe_
~trend for Colchester Counly is discernible in.the *onqus‘;

statistics for 1871, 1881, 189) (e g BT millers fﬁ._187]
60 miliers in 188! 34‘m111brq in 1891 or 159 h\n<kqm|thq‘in 
1871 51 blaé}(smlths'in 1881 114 bla<k3m}thq 1n ]89]).L

By. an-examinalion of census flgures for “Lhe ' suhdi

‘visions of Colchester it s 'possib]e to make “farther

_ohsbrvationg. . ‘Table 5 ~on. the following 'page shows the

CATD

871hid., p. 26. See 8]50 A ﬁ.”Bn]cOm, Aprl(ulturo in Nova Scotln

© Since 1870" «Dalhougie Review Vol. 8, Nol‘lg 1928.

; 1‘3’Dom].nlon Bureau of Statht1c 'jhc Mnrlt}me Prqvihcés and Their
Relatlon to the ,Natlonal Economy, 1948, p. 27 iﬁ_nb;pnderstﬁffihg of
Jarms was noted " : o ' ‘ . - L

20Dominion Bureauw of Stalistics Census of 1871, 1881, T891.  Algo

’ 1n31cat1ve “of the” decline in small’ local mills is 'the decline in the

production . of :wheat in Colchester from a péak-.in 18B1.. . See S..
-Ellesworth Lewis,. - An Bcon0m1g ‘History of Agrlculturc in . Colchester’
County, Nova SCOtlﬂ Ontarlo Agr]cultural College, 1924, P .AN.S.,  p.
24. . B . R T R _




* Middle Stewiakce
. New Annan

“Stewiacke (Town) Ve - !
v 2,1140 3,46, 5,102,

1 23,331:26,720:27,160:24,900,23,664:25,196: 25,051
“ANGt incorporated.. ' . : o o T

L N

Colchester.

. Table 5

20.

Population by Subdivision 1871-1931

Subdivision

Acadia Mines

: 1871:-'1881:, 1891

1,673: 2,158. 2.665!

1901:. 1911: 1921% 1931:

1,074:-1,254: 783! _ 551:

1,039: 1,186: 1,074:

950  910:  904: _ 885:

Brogkfield _

‘Brule

693 794 742.

715! 581, 548: 539

. Clifton

1,003: 1,102: 1,0177

_ 887! 793. 919: 818!

Earl town T

895! 6571 675 546

Economy
Five Islands

1,233 1,173 1,038:
. 1,331 1,106:

820! 685 675: . 679

762, 615 - 524. 527:

12,0237 769. 763!

734 757! 672

735: 613 527! - 449

Gay’s River

370. 353 ° 298!

236 226, 229; 300:

1,243: 1,671, 983

910! 844:° 936: ° 909

. 92)1. 883 853:

933 941: . 916! 870!

Kemptown
Lower Londonderry
lower Onslow. o

Lower, Stewiacke

796 R820: - 946!

1,167; 521 593:  531:

Middle Londonderry |

813! 1,015: 1,249:

1,015 961 917. 838:

665, 748! 694

618: 568. 518 466

©1,266¢ 1,015:  854;

774 710 . 679 - 635:

North River

1,272, 1,205: 1 .175:

1,041¢ 1,069 1,130% 1,125;

Salmon ‘River

1,280 1,345% 1,833 2.168:

Tatamagouche E. -
Tatamagouche W-0O

L 845 1,212 1,304
2

716 ! 617 ! 583 !  648:

1,525 1,500 725

579 569! 478: 446!

Upper Londonderry

1,042 954: 1,02): . 973

Upper Stewiacke E.
Upper Stewiacke W-0

1,052: 1,353 1,150:
Lo 1 Bl2-.

714 .. 607 . 586 . 475!

1,113: 1,552% - 542!

472, 421 453: 428!

Waughs River

Indian Reserves

638 . 732! 685:

56727 445. _432: 41):
e V1 130:

o i

—-—— 1 633 819' 803

Truro (Town)

5,993 6,107: 7,562. 7,901:

Colchester Totals:

v

pppulatjén of Colchester,subdivisions{ 1871~193].23 ;'f-

Maximqﬁ dounfy- pqpulétion-was ‘recofded in the',lBQI.T

.which " are worthy o

also shows a peak in population for the 1891 census.

f comment ..

census year yet there are variations within the subdivisions.

Acadia Mines, for example,

This

5 S '
-2'Census of Canada, 1931, Vol. 2,.p. 29.



community wes one in- which some considerable degree o6F
industrialization  (mining, -smelting, melal fabrication)

occured Its.aubsequent decline in pobu]ution would reflecd

‘the decline in businﬁss activity.ahhﬂ the removal of péoplv
Ato Sydney, Lo Onlario, ﬁnd to.the Unifedqstq§e5A7?
‘Agriculturt‘baséd comwhnitiés, .}H regions of gwo&
sbil-,-'&i'3 tenﬂeé to‘.héve.ﬂ' ;athpr stublb; pbpu]nlipniwith ‘n
A pcﬁk population in the 1881 census, and Shogiﬁg less of n
decline ovgr the 'éigtx vear berivd. - C]if[on or _dedlw
Ste@iacke ur@.éxamples of ihjs lype.' North River pnpuinli8n
peaked:in the 1871 f‘igures.but'~ thé .pépu]dtion remained
fairly stable. . ‘
Agfjcultﬁroibaéeﬂ Communitics,'in ﬁvginné‘nf pOQF.SU%],
like Earltown or Keﬁptown, reacth hgximum p;purulion enrly,
Fﬁe 1871 census'Tigurps,uhd dpcyined véﬁtinuﬁ]ly'tp 19512
) Agricplture;based commpn}ies, oﬁ good s01) bul Ci5se t o
aﬁ‘urhnp area .(Tﬁpﬁé)l-show' u#differeni‘Lyendf. With t_ht':-~
: exheptﬁég of = s]igﬂt‘droé he@QeenilBQ} éﬁdﬁ]QOl, Lhe 4Lrond‘
.fpr‘ Sﬂlmon .Rivcr ALstrict ‘has beeﬁ one 'of‘ invrﬁnsin“

‘population.

4

.The New.Annun district was - agriculture bosed but with

probab]} better s§il quélity than that of Earltowﬁ, vet the

LI

. 22Trueman Mathesan, A Histérxwof Loﬁgonderryl N.S., Phoenix Press,
~Truro, 1983, p. 57. ' _ . . " :

23%ub jective observation. -

N



22,
'pobu]ation trend iaf sjmi]nr:; éoth Barltown éﬁd New' Aﬂnan
n;c'd§$(rict§.of Scottish-éettlemcnt and this'msy suggesf 'u
mobility of thié'pérticular' ethnic group.  The 1ack‘oﬁ an'
pﬁrjcu]{urn] tradi!iOn.in.the: Scotltish béckground has been
noted by some scho]pfsf : They stn@és the preference of khe>
Snots for.qducatfoﬁ, the profeséions or Lhe.churqh, chooéing
to eascape lhe d}udge;y>pf'Tarm ']{féAZ" Thé Scots Qeré: not
nlways sétpléd on ihe-poorest f;nd férvagerUIigre and it
'~hés'been suggested tha{;there was somethihg in the ScoLlish‘

character which brought'ouﬁ a wandering tendency.?5

v

'The. Tatamagouchée disfrict may . be 'compﬁred to. the

Ryongmy/Fiyé 1slands‘d}slrict.; Both Qéré”ni mix. of ship-
buiiéiug;lfafﬁing and-‘lﬁmﬁcriné. The "E;pulat{oh trend _6f
both is similar, =a g;dduélvdgeline nftgr 1871. .deamagoucﬁe_
his(orSAp,. Frénk“Pattérson, in jnbt%ﬁg thé déc\ine :'of

éhipbuilding-industry al Tatamagouche commented sbout- the
effect. this had on the economic activity of the district:
. » . { . N h N . 0 N

Men for " the first -time found that they were
unable to obteain remunerative employment. - Num-
-bers at once  left to obtain work in the United
States and élsewhere.  Others, mostly. those who
were older-and could not well leave, returned "to
farming. From this, for- years they were able to-
‘make but a poor living.2¢ . C . '

\24D. Campbell & R. Af:MacLeéq, Beiond the Atlantic Roar: A Study
" of the Nova Scotia Scots, Carleton Library #78, 1974, p. 105. . = -

s

© 257bid., p. 108.

25Frgnk Patterson, History of Tatamagouché, originally publiéhed
1917, Mika Reprint, 1973. o ‘




23.

Some of the'popplétibn mqvement'obviously went to . the
tﬁwn-cen{ér,-Truro, :which rpcofded continuous gr;wtﬁ, from
]8;] Lo\iQBi.'- The -fowﬁ;s érowth, when cgmpnrcd to -other
townsg- in C&nndn‘of éver 5,000 pophlutj&q, was now ﬁnaffuc;cd
by out mig%ntion.27 Thé town grcﬁ .hu( olher Lowns weré

growing 100, and fasler. The pivitol census yeﬁ? ippenrs - lo

bé 1891.

‘Loss  of pepulation by the county ande Lown was qT!un'Q

seen as a problem but just as often it went. unnoticed. Tt

was not usually dramatic in the largesl scnse and yet the

B

M iyl . . .. ' - o -
"small articles im - the counly’” new@papers. of the time were
o g% - -

sometimes the most revealing. What follows is an impression

"rof outmigration from Colches{gr as illustrated L¥ a  chrono

logical series of "small"™ stories.?2o They are meant to

illustrate some of the ’redgons;why_Co]cheétér people lefl,

the conditions under which Lhey left, or make sowme comment

on the phenomenon called outmfgration.

27Truro- ranked 5lst in 1881, 46th in _1891, 63rd in 1901, 76th in

191]; and, 78th in ]92}. Dominion Bureeu-of Stqtis(ics'IQQ] Census, Vol.
1, p. 242. T . : . - -

o,
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IZBThe-arti&]es-prQSéntéd are a random seleclion from P.A.N.S. files

.

.of Golchester newspapers. At P.A.N.5. there are .sporadic issues of:

Trurce Citizen, 1909;- Colchester Sun, - 1874”f924; Lunn’s Weekly,
1911-1912; Micrér &' Colchester County Advertiser, ,1867-1868; New Era,
1911, Searchlight, 1899-1900; Colchester Vindicatér, 1879-1880. The
best. com{ipuous™source is Truro Daily News, 1891 to present. ’




Colrhester Sun 3 July, }878

Texas hot. The greateat - chance to et into
"business ever offered to any .man or number of men

The parties offor:ng the undermentlioned place of
business- and properties for sﬂle have tak'en what -
is called Texas fever and have’ detormlned to leave |

for’ that state and thergfore_offer to dispose of
.the following places of busipess, all in a good
healthy condition and paying as well as other
businesses of the kind in this province. First
that well known and favourite house. and property
known as s the ' ‘
Prince of Wales Hotel - Al MacKenzie
Meéat Business - JamesgA. Leaman
Henderson -Farm - J. €. Mahon
Victoria Hotel —. Angus MacKay o
"Truro Driving park, 250 acres - MacKenzie,
Leaman, Mahon, MacKay '

le,ghcsto_x;.ign 24, May, 1883
Acadxan M;nés‘Localisms_ :
i Mr. George Smith has for the 'presenl given up
his intentions of building a sftore and departed
.for St, Paul, Minpe sota. .. - .., ’ o _ ~

Colchestﬁr Sun’ b Auguqt 1890 - . T

Fmgl oyment for Homen

There .is an extraordinary demand now for.
girls and middle aged women for general house:

‘work. We can put into .situations immediately one
thousand, in ‘the very best Boston families, at

wages from $3.00 per week upwards. No charge to

_"elther employee ‘or employer.. Apply at British
‘Amer1can C]tl?CD offtce,-? Broomf1e]d St., Boston.

N

Colchester iSun ‘ 26 Novembor, 1890

Co]chester Abroad U

"By =a circular which recently came into our

dgnds. we notice “that Mr. W. C. Ambrose  has
been appointed -Resident . Engineer - of the . 5th

24.



District of the Southern' Pacific Railway, ‘the

lines between Lathrop and Los Angeles, ‘with

headquarters al Tulare. Heretofore Mr. Ambrose

had charge of Track and Water Supply but is now in

full charge and as a son of Colchester we
«congratulate him bn his promotion.’

Truro Daily News 16 Mny,.l891w

Mr.  Isaac Snoak returncd home yesterdany afler an
absence of two vyears. Mr.-Snook 1is “.one -of the
three Truro gentlemén who went 1o  Buenn Park,
Cal., and established a condensed milk _conning
“factory.. He speaks very favourable of that secc-
tion of the country and says it’'s immense.

Gblchest&f”Sﬁn L 27'Februa}yh 1891

" Six of the young men from Eerltown dre going - west
“on the lst of March to pursue their fortdne in

‘British Columbia "and ‘Washington territory. = . We
wish them good luck while away-nnd‘arqufe .journey
home . : . .

- Truro Daily. News = 26 Marnch, 1BS91
RobérE H, Di&kie, wHo "has been “driving. -J.° A<

“Wright’s milk wagon for the past two years, Ivft
this afternoon for 'Tacomn, Washington, lo join his
brother, Luther, .in  the 1umb§r woods.

Truro Daily News . 10 July, -1891
Thc‘farel{b Boston on the.SiAQé‘of Thdinﬁé is “now
"$4.00. ‘ :

~Truro Daily News 17 July, 1891

-deo: M. Yuill, who for some time past has Beern'
"employed at C.P. Morgan's: Jewelry Store, -leaves

25.



this afternoon for Nanaino, B.C., where he
take & similar position with his Dbrolhér, §.
Yuill, who recently established a business .in
ctty. We sare  sorry Lo sce young men of
Yuill’s stamp leaving our town, but we wish
EVery  SUCCess in his new home.

STruro NDaily News 13 April, 1892

The :station on the arrival -of the lraiin from -

easl, the  Pictou Accémmodation,. CPR and

will
R.
that
Geo.
him

lhé

ICR

expgitss, presenled a very animated appearance.

Qonﬁuc!or Dickson brought over 300 passengers from
the east, most of them bound for Boston. About 25
were lo join the westbound excursion to Manitoba;

40 persons lef't Trure and vicinily, while cvery

station from Halifax to.Truroe supplied its qu
the "Quebec " express was :crowded, also the
“Among those going from here were Arthur Chris

ola,
cPR.
tie,

Fred Starrett, William Murray, and Fred McDowell.

"Many of the passengers bound for Mauitoba .and
‘Norlhwest Icrritbry were  young men going oul
try their fortunes, 'the ratés being. of fered by
CPR"being $13.50 lo Winnipeg and points west
the same low basis. There is no quést}qn that
pays the CPR  bubt it. is a. debatable ques
whether it pays the province to lose so much
its bone and sinow. But what is our loss
Maniloba’s gain. o o . .

Truro Daily News =~ - 27 Scptember, 1895
Earllown - Miss “Janie McKay'" 1cavcs:on Wednesday
“for Boston-where she’ is to take a course of:trnﬁn~
“-ing in. a hospital there. We wish Miss McKay

suceess in the noble calling ‘she has chosen.

v

"Truro Daily News JG‘Jéngary, 1897

John N. Crowe left Debert - Station some “ten
__fiftgpn years ago,- a poor boy, to seck.his for
in the United States. He .went to Salem, - Ma
and after a .time commenced to do business for
self by peddling Turniture - and ladders on &

S
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small scale. . By. honesty and .industry, —-he Thas
worked himself up step by step, till now he is Lhe
head of the firm of John N: Crowe and Co. of Salem
and Lynn, Mass. 'They do business in nll the New
England Stutos. ' -

'sler Sun . 7 April, 1897

Colchesler
Great Reducfion in Rutes to Boston via St. John
"ICR ]iné.to St. John - connecl with fast ond
suburb steamships St. Croix and Cumberland sailing
from St. Johnp every Tuesday and Thursday n,m. - ot
8 o’clock. _
From Truro $6.25-
Truro Deily News . - 22 ‘April; 1897
It 1s with pleasure that "we learnwloduy'from "A
About Us™ a weekly pewspaper -published 'in Chicoago,
I11., "for Negro and oll”, of the success -and
'advdnqement of & coloured citizen of Trﬁro, in the
- person of . H. Borden, now Rev. E..H. Borden,
.B.A., M.A., B.D., son of Mra. Susie Borden of the
“Fruro Laundry. Mr. Bordén ‘was, through thes—hard
"work of his mother-.and himself and the persevering
economy of both, enabléd to go  through Acadin
College, Wolfville, receiving degrees of B.A. and
"M.A.  During the last few yecars he has been
studying at the University of Chicago where a few -
days ago -he received a degrec- of B.D. Mr. Borden
‘was the only member of the'race who came up for o
degree ond was doubly  dpplauded by ‘the large
sudience;prcsent. ) .
Truro Daily News . 20 January, 1899 .

A Boston. correspondent to- the Herald suys_,Miss
Elle Hordie, a nineteen year .0old Truroe girl, . was
arrested at Worster last Sunday, on & charge of

having no visible means of support. The girl is

good looking, but fell intc bad company.

27.
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Truro Daily News 26 September, 1899

Mlsé Susie M. Dicksén ~ daughter of Mr. W. N
Dickson of this town who has been so successful as

a’ teacher in Scotaa, Humbolt Co., California, - has
Iately been appointed Professor of Natural Science
dn the Southern Oregon State Normal School. This

is ‘a- most .advanced. position for ‘this bright
Colchester girl to assume and . it- is a credit to
her own marked ability, to our N.S. Provincial
Normal School, 'of which she is a worthy graduate,
and to Staenford Universgity, California, for .which
ingtitution she has her B.A. honours. i

_Trurdinaily'Newé ~ 10 February,; 1900

Miss Joanna McKay and Miss Maggie Murray ‘have left
BEarltown and have gone to Boston: - Both vyoung
ladies are great]y missed- -from their natlve .place
where they were well: known, for their activity in
¢ nll good work. o o ’ :

Trurd Daily News 14 April, 1900

The sprlng emlgtatldn to the United ﬁtﬂLee_ does
not appear .to be so great thus far this season as
heretofgre, but‘st111 many of our young pecople are

going over the border. A'pahty from the Stewiacke

Valley 1cft ‘this week for Boston, amodg.whqm were

Miss Chrlatle_ Jeffers, Miss.. Tena-Miller, George

Jeffers, Harold Kabert, Eddie Hamilton and Ervin

McCaul . : - . ’ .
Truro Déily Newsv" -4 July, 1900

Lettpr from A Parmer West New Annan

oAt present it is dlfflCult to get farm help.
'Nenrly all our young men and women wish to ‘go over
".to Brother Jonathon. One reason is the want of ‘a’
better circulation .of money caused largely‘ by
"produ01ng too little on. our farms and - in . our
factories and importing too much "Another .reason
for so many . leaving home 1is the want of steady
employment. : ' Lo
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Truro Daily News - 30 May, 1901
Mr. Wm.lStevenson{- whOsdwned pféviongiy toV:Col.‘.
Purdy, the latter’s” well _ kdown’ farm at
Westchester, died at Echo City, Utah, on April
2Bth, from poeumonia in - his 79th vyear. Mr.

Stevenson-had, with Mr. €. B. Archibald;, the stage

rocute between Truro and Amherat.’ He was after-

wards connected with the Pony Kxpress. through:
Utah, before the era of the railways. - He was the .
pioneer settler’ at Fcho ‘city where he anbd w

ranch. o o . . /-

Trpfo Daily News

11 November,'lQOZ C Vg

The Seattle Sunday Times of 19 Ocl. has a mosl

p
s
<

flattering accounl of the work of a  native ~of ..~

Economy, Colchester Counly, in.the city of Seattle
and of his position as a "progressive, . untiring
upbuilder of that city". - ‘

. 4% "

O

Truroe Qai]y Ng&s . ilZ March, 1903

On the 25th inst. Mr: John Baxter, Central New
Annan, wil]‘hdvé an auction sale, dispoqing\of all
his household furpiture, and the livestock, agri-
cultural implements and other things nround a well
ordered farm; with a view to leaving his',native

Colchester about April lsl for & futyre home dn’

the State of California. At LeGrand,. Merced . Co.,
San Juan -Valley, California, Mr. Baxter has hod a
brother, - James C., .and a . sister, " ‘Mrs. ~John

Mﬁrdqch,.settled for a number of yeanrs and these
relatives have had "pull" sufficientl. to ‘induce
this good regident of New'Annan loaulso.go_wcst,

_Truro1Dailx;News_ "2 June, 1901

. An Explanation of +the Exodus -~ Former  Truropian
Writing From His Adopted Home in the U.S. says:
I noticed-in a late copy of the news “that a
speaker in  the.Truro YMCA had made a statement
.that Canadian young men should stay at home. The

‘fact of the matter is that most. of usp~yho_gb3fromf'



C&néda, are Comﬁélled to gO“RO get ewployment suf—

ficilently remunerative to enablec us to save some-

thing for old age. The speaker possibly has not
given the matter epdugh clogse attention to aster-
“tain the true cause of . the exodus . If T could

find a position at home, in which I could earn one
half I am now doing, I would pack up tomorrow and
be with the rest of vou in a few days. I have
been looklng for such an opening for years.

Too . fllppantly our qpeakcrs and wrlterﬂ too
often condemn our young men, because they leave
1h01r sative Canada to -seek théir futures and
better themselves in the neighbouring Republic.

It is “‘assumed that  our young fellows ~ grow
restless, weary of . Lhe "old house apd homel and

"wander for  novelty, . fortune and adventure, in
pastures green, afar. .

Doubtless that is true in many instances and
the old homestead and the wandercr both suffer by
the separation; but there are hundrcds of caseg in
which our smart yoiung men, highly .educated and
cultured,. are compelled ‘to go abroad to get any
adequate return for “their servicés or their

technical work for which they have been qualified.

and openings’ in which ‘are not* 1o be. found in
Canada. ’ o ) : :
We all "regret Lhis exodus - of our young

people, but, “in our -haste, we. must not _condenn,
them, until we can offer hetter inducements for
them at home than we can at present are able to
do.’ T ' :

Truro Daily News . é'June, 19]0

-Former -Truro_Girl Was Flrst at the Land Off1c Jin
‘§aqkntoon~ :

A few days ago we referred fO thevpﬁuck bf “a

young lady school ‘teacher at Saskatoon who kept

her ‘place for 12 days on:-the steps of the “land
office in Saskatoon. until she, was vrewarded "~ with
“the grant of land that she was afte

The land is near the town of Kindersley and,

~is now worth $10 000 . . S,
-We -might have known that such ‘pluck as " this

youhg lady showed could only come from an ener~

getic Bluenose.  The Miss. Williams referred. to in

“the dispatchés was Miss Minnie Williams; a former.

-school teaoher in 'the ‘Willow Street_School; Truro.

»
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TN - e She went west a few years ago with hcr_fnther' Mr.
: ’ Gilbert Williams (who lived on Victoria Streel)
and her ‘brother Manson.

Sgme two.years ago her mother nnd the resl of

the family followed to Saskdatoon, where they - have
since had their home. - . .
i L . . ,- The westerners by degrees will gel their cycs
- opened to the pluck, energy and perseverance (hql
<-our pative saline breezes and our bracing - ¢climale
.instil into -our pevple from -theiv -earliest years.

.

Truro Daily News . 3 July, 1921

Miss Grace HofLon has arrived at bc% Prince Streot.

home from Glace DBay, Cape Breton, where she haas

‘been one of the efficient teachers on lhe  school

- staff of that ClLown: Miss Horton al: the end of

. .. August will  join - her younger sister Matvjorie,

a -Leacher at- Rosebud, Alberta, . and these lwo Truro

gir]s'will be added to tlhe great body of Bluenose

instructors in " the West--becauie_ the vearly
stipends-in the"Easn were so niggardly small.

Truro Daily News 2‘May; 1924

Notes From Earltown i

Miss Isabel Caméron'gave a farewell dance of
her home, McBains Corner, on Monday evening.
About a hundred guests were presént . apd a - most

enjoyable evening was spent. Miss Cameron is one-
of - our most popular young ladies and we.regret her

departure for the West. She will be followed hy
thé'good wishes of all, -

Truro Daily News . 3 May, 1924 _
'It,ié'with gféat ﬁride Ehat Cplche§!cr incduain"
tances” have read of ' the scholaslic - advance and
"promoti'on of Charles  MacKay, M.A. and “B.A.,
Dalhousie; Ph.D:, Princeton, son of Mr. and Mrs.

J. D. MacKay, Truro. He has been appointed to the
Chair of Physics at Harverd University. Prof.
MacKay served overgeas .in, the  CDN.. Seige
Artillery. He - is "~ & clever product of . . our

- Golchester Academy.
i -

e



R

5 ."22Ju1y, 1924

Truro Deily New:

New York:"RO _June - Rev. Geo. Dougles Byers, a .
nntive of New ~Annan, Nova Scotia, was killed et
'Kocheck‘oh'thc Island -of Nainan where he was  in
charge-of " the Preahyterlan M15310n,: by Chinese
bandits on..June 24, accordlng to 'a <cablegranm
recéived'here-today by the Presbyterlan Board of .
Foreign ‘Migsaions,  ~~ Thé 'message _said that Mrs.

Byers and.the family of the‘miSqlongry "together
with n]]fother persons. connected with "the .mission
and hospital at’ Kochenk were safe. i S
. The Rev..Dr.. Byérs who 'had been - in Ching
-8ince 1906 was born :in New Annan, Nova Scotia,; . in-
1871 and was educated - at Albany College, - -Albany, »
" Oregon, and at San Fran61sco Theof@glcal Semlnary
. Mr. Byers was in® .charge o the ,Ch1ncsc‘ in,
Kocheck and _of flfty "misshons .in dUtlying
districts. | ' -
.oy ie worked among the Miao énd Loi tribes- whlch
-tnnk him Jntn\¢he w1kgwmounlaln districts o .
: " Rev. ougf\y ‘Byers who. was killed by Chinese |
bendits was 'a descendent ‘of one of the pioneer
families in the Néew Annan district of "Colchester

Cournty. :He~'had Bcén engaged - in misgionary -work
for many. years. "He visited his birthplace tLlhree
vears ago. [ He " was educated 1nj the u. S and was

mnrrlcd there.

He:'is . surv1ved in the- New Annan famlly by a
brother Edward When this .m1531onary visited his
Nowva Scotia home a8 few years ago’ his wife,. was a
v1q1tor with - -her people 1n\the United States.

Coe N o '
Truro Dajly News .- 9 August 1924
Tbtamagouché - Duncan Matheson Chief Munic&pal

"O0fficver-of the San FranCISco Detective Force, -has -
':peen_an ‘town’ v1q1t1ng his uncle,,Ceorge Dopglas.

He also Jdooked .up -0ld” frlends, hig . connectin with

;Tatamagouchc datlng as’ far back” as 42 years when
...he taught in the Senlor Departméni of thc. pub]1c
. school. . C : .. A :

- ¢

E

, Igg@éznqi;xﬂﬂggs .,11 August 1924’” ‘:','/‘ .
CNR Harvest Excurslon August 15th e
' "The” "CNR announced that the . date -.of the




Harvest Excur$1on is Aungust 15th und:

to gerner in—-the graln- rop. )
Special Harvqalgzs Trains will leave
10:45 a.m. and 11:10 a.m. Friday, August 15

Cthat
nthousand .able bodied men are needed from -t

he

Trur
Lh

run- through to. Winnipeg. without change.

harvesters of a- most cohfortab]e"jburney
West:  The tyrain, will be made wup .of- 1
modern-type: :of convertible colonist car,

‘feature will be the new lunch counter

which hot - meals will be served oconroute.

he
an
oars
T

L&

Eanast .

o ot
‘and
The

‘equipment of° this train will assure intending
Lo -

t.he

mosgt

4 H

()I]‘

h(l(

will'be;specia]'cars for women and family parlics

"miss tHese young folkq from our midst.

" The fare ‘from Truro to Winnipeg -will be $24.60
“plus half a cent . a mile . to  points Dbeyond in
Manitobu, SaskatcheWwan, Alberta, Edmonton, Calgary
and east. ST » B .
For further " particulars apply Lo wvenrest
ticket agent QNR. :
nTruro Da11y Ne@g' 15 August- 1924
The Harveqt “train that went through -Truro  this
. morning from Sydncy was made up of ﬂ4"cnr$; the
Halifax train had 11 and ‘when it left Truro it had
15 w1th the trainmen’'s yan. |, o A i
. ‘Miss Hyson, teacher at Bible Hill School last
yehr, left- today for Lhe Canadian West. o
* . “Mr. Borden Humble, teacher at Center .Schowo}
Jdast year, went west on the Harvest cxcursion this,
mdrpingfk R L T L :
' | B ’
_ Truro -Daily News - - 16 Auyugt 19247 .
L . : . sl
The Misses Nettie Balrd Onslow. Mountain, and
‘.Thélma'-Yorkey Purrsboro! Nova 'Seotia, . former
employees of the News.office, left Friday -morning -
dn'thé_Harygst-tfain,for the Funndlnn Weat. .
ﬁTrurO'Daily§ﬁews 28, August 1924
New Annaq “Mr. Willie PorteoUs Jntenda”'leaVIng
- for Massachuqetts, U.S.A. on August 23rd-and Miss
- .Ethel Porteous also Jntends going to the 1. S.A.
to train-for a. nurse 1n about two weekq . We .

wi]]
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Truro Daily News ' 1 October, 1924 ™
Ta!hmﬂgouche.~,br,.Thoﬁus Hojmes, who isiﬂ_ native
of Bayhead, 'is visiting his old home. Dr.. -Holmes
who is 'a brother of Harvey - Holmes, Bayhead, and
-Mts. A. " C. Cock, * Waldegrove, hdas been away for
over 30 years.  He¢ now has n good’practice at

Oakland, California.

s -

Truro Daily News. 1 May, 1928

_legbgster*Péoplc Entertain at an Annual Banquet
" The Annual Banguet of @the Maritime- Provinces
Agssociantion was held on Tuesday evening in the St.
Andrews Presbyterian Church Hell when 133  members
were.senated ot the beautifully arranged tables. .
.In the absence of the President, Mrs. A. Hood, on -
account. of illpess, -Mr. A.. Thompson acled ‘as
~Chairman. The- speaker: of the “evening Mr. Reid
Barmster of Vancouver, ‘introdiced by Dr. Sandford,
gave a very interesting history of the Maritime

Provinces.! - Musical nuymbers were given hy -Mrs.
MacLéod, Miss Hogan, Miss V. Solklrk Miss Dorothy
Hay, and Mrs. .G. Warrﬂck'_ The Blckerton Brothers
Orchestra provided music "throughout the evening.
Officers elected for this -year were: . Honorary
President, Mrs. A ‘Hood; Pres1dent Mrs. A Mann;
Vice-Presidenl, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. R Young .and Mr.
A.  Thompson; Recording Secretary, Mr. D. A.
Stiles; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. N, G. Carie

and Pianisl, Miss Anderson. o

Hritish Columbia Paper

The Bickerton Rrothoxs Orchestra mentioned include

the thxce sons of Mrs. Geoffrey-Bickerton, who' was
.Miss Verd ‘Scott, a former Truvre girl and the
youngcst.dadghle of the. late -Donald Scott . of
Alton, Col. Co., and his wife Lucretia- Hamilton aof
Brookfield, now of Vancouver: NG ' N
. Mrs. Bickerton is now -living in_ New,K West-

minstér, B.C., and is & member of the Maritime .

- Provinces Association, which is a strong order in .
“that place. ' - '

¥
For a variety of reasons the Maritime region experi-

'enced-é tremeq&ousldrain of population dﬁring its‘ first -

.
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“technglogy. df

. ) o . ) . . ’ . .
sixty yYears within the Coanadian Confnd crntion. Counties

like Coldhesich "which were influenced by the donldﬁing

"

coal, stecl’ and rail” .snd which = were

.stimulated by the union of Britlish Nor'th American colonics

did-not_vscupe the populat ion éxndQS_ People left in sapite

of the lndu%trlnl1 ntlon process. Cenrsus records show the

year 1891 lo be a pecalk ycar . for’ tolal popy]uﬂinnl }The rural

patlern for Golchester varied.slightly, the peak Census yenr
P . ’ ) "f" ’ -
being 1871 with declines thereafler.30 Al though the
population of the Town of Truroe continved to grow, Lhe. town
began lo déc]ipe relative to other towns gfiqﬁ 189].

Popultation studies of <¢ounties in ‘other vegions of
. 'd N .

, . ' / s . L S
Canada have shown the eff( ts of migration to be almost like

a "way .stalion on a bnﬁy.highwuyf, with continunl movement
‘ . . . R .

in and opt. 3! Co]fhos!?r’s populalion movement wns one  way
LI : Y . . N ;

cout, during Llhe pcrioﬂ;]BG? ~'1925 and was o mirror Wmngv

of the Maritime experienfre during the same lime, “"Pastures
. : e : . - . :

' . o

green, afar” is an apt , description of the Tale of mony

B Lo . % . : <.
peeple whe were born and raised in Colchester

s oy

=\' :

2%4 broad spectrum of oplnxon exists, from S. A. Saunders, Economic
H1story of the Maritime Provindes, Aaadion,iéi‘Prekq, 1984, - o '
Veltmeyer, "People Are Our Biggest Product: Atlantic Canada and the
TIndustrial Reserve Army", Canad1a£ DJm9n31on, Vol. 13,No. 2, 1978.

H
\ e,

3PSee 0. A.. Lemieux ét-él.\ ”Fé@£ors ip tﬁe Growth -of Rurn]
Populnllon in Canada”, Proceedinggl of the Lnnadtun Political S |QQ&9
Assoc. , Vol VI, 1934. i . N : ’ .

A 31S5¢e Gagan and Mays., quffrl(ﬁ] Demography and Conadian So<)n]
iHistory:’ Families -and Laqd Fn Peel County, Ontario”, (aqgglgp
{Historical ‘Review, Vol. 54, No. 1; 1973. " . ‘
N, "

. . f
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The Nrilionnl Question, The;thjonal.PolicyLvnnd Mnritime-highigi
federal Politics and Politicans in Colchester, 1867-1925

'

fhc role Lhﬁt lhelstn(e mdy élqy iA'AevelopmenI'is u'ééntral
quésl#o;_for\qnf-;politician:. ~In the éhanging economy -of
midﬂngnﬂthnth ccnlury.Nova'écotia an ﬂLliLﬁ&g emefged:umong
some 6olitiéjads concérning the course of future dcgc]opmenv
.whjch'put Co]chester‘én ai Cédrse inextriéabi? bound to . the
continent. - An.aliznmept of Coqnty interests wifh.those of
rhiﬁwny and induétrngver .ihose of shippingvpnd ovérsoas
-comm;rco héggn. with -youég profesgiqnﬂlé. like' Adaﬁs G.-
Archibatd in Lhe léﬁO”éa This imﬂge of an industrial fntnré
was ouve which beéage 1iﬁkéd to.the‘fbrfuﬁes of the federay
Conécfyaliycﬁland for‘ﬁéé{ of the county's first sixly yen;s _

of Confederation the politics were decidely consqrvative.(ﬁ

) ’ 4 M " . . Al .
There were few ~liberal incursions into this bastion of

[

-:codéc%yntjsm.

~In the decade prior to Cbnféae?ntion aniﬂtiﬁétion in -
;hi}ésppﬁy began‘to be diécefnibfe bétween two groups . of
po]%tipiané?‘ - On the one haﬁd wefg”those.vpo]itiéians ‘whA‘

represented the old "hercantile;inte(ests, the "wood, wind

~ 'D. A. . Muise, "Parties and Constituepcies: Federal Elections . in
Nova Scotia, 1867-1896", Canadian Historical Association Papers, 1971. -
Also D. A. Muise, "The Federal Election of 1867 in Nova ‘Scotiai . An
‘Economic Interpretation", Collections of Nova Scotia Historical Society,
1968. . "Also D. A. Muise, "Elections ard - Constituencies:  Federal
Politics in Nova Scotiam, 1867-1878", Ph.D. Thesis, University of Western
Ontario, 1971. ’ . - o . L . '

3
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~and sail" philosophy which' 106ked back al Névd Séo(]q’é

"Golden Age" of prosperity and cultural flowering. _ These

interesls . were aware of  (and feared)} - any economic

rcndiustment'that'might occur if Nova Scolin were A6 bpcomé

.

.part _of a - continental creation wilth her back to the. sea. -

This was. the laissez-faire mentality whetre "good government'" '

was understood to mean "as Yittle. governmenl involvement -os

_possible".

On the other hand, there were politicians who JThvoured

more direct government involvement in the affairs of stale.?
. These were  the . people who did not look to the "past’ for
- greatness, rather theyﬂsaw theirv . destiny 'in the future and

that future was an industrial one. These politiciansg Lended

to be young professionals like-Dr. Tuppev of Amherst, - the
Conservativg lcader;"but it also included some . ijnruls;

includiA;xL?bﬁfal leader Adams G. Archihald, a Jawyer. from

Trurdx The-importaht.queslions of the day for thése men df

the "future-were those  concerning railways or educalion. The

question of Confederation itself and the attitudes pxprpséhd

toward it in the province refléctéd.ihe Aivérgcnl phi]osophy

whigh wa§:emefging in thé 1860’ s.

_Those counties with some hope of an jnddstriu] fuﬁure;

c.containing railways or coal fields or iron deposihs'or those

R
£l

x

2"positivists" ﬁé Muise called them, "Parties and QonQiituencies:

' Federal (Elecfiohs -in  Nova ‘Scotia, 1867*1896"; Canadian Historical -

Association Pepers, 1971, p. 186.
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which were urbanizing to same extent tended to be sqppbrters

of the. rew Cividustrial phiidsphy, Genera]ly.,thcsé were
central and ‘'northeastern counties (Halifax, Hanls,
Colchestlar, Cumberland, Pictou and Cape Byétqn). In the.

provincial election of 1863 Conservatives were elected 1in

fifteen of the nineteen possible seats.? The old mercantile
and commercial interesﬁé'in the. province had been challenged

and defeated by the industrial phiiosophy'which, after this
eleclion, becamé associated with lhe . Conservative Party:

The trend set here, on the provincial scene, 'was one - which

»

“Colchester. would follow on the national level in cléctions

to follow.
In the po]i}iés of Co]chestér County there wépe iwo. men
who dbmiﬁuted, i terms of ‘power and’ influéhcp, from- the

1850°s to the 1890’s,  These were Adéams G. Archibald and

_Archibaldlw. McLelan.; They bﬁgan their 1gpg associatﬁoﬁ in

county politics as ‘political enemies and. concluded «as

compatible compatriots.. Each had a difficult transformation
to Comake: Afch{bald “from - Reformer to Conservative and
;MQLéfun'from Anfi“Confcderaté to Confederate. . Each had ..

strénghlbcal .1qya1Lies.butr.each pafticipated: ably on - the

:]argcr, n&tipan stage.

Adams G. Archibald was the consumate lawyer with all

. . . oy : C by - ’

N : . ‘ §Z)'3\.
the credentials for "political success.

The Archibald  name




N ’ i . .
and family . connections. in- the Ccounty, his Presbyterian

religion, and his education. made him a formidhble -opponent
“in ‘any elecltion.® Tt was clear early in his career Lhat his

vision of tlhe future for Nova Scotia was to be an indu§iriwi

one. In 1851, in his fivrst session as the Member of the
° . ) . .\‘ ._V . N . . : '

House of Assémbly, Archibald  participated in the debates

concerning construction of a - trunk railway through British

&

Norlh America. ”T'néed hardly say, Mr. Chairman," he. snid::
."iﬁél I belong to . those whq, consider a rd{lrnnd
communicntion_ with Lhé-' noiéhbouring _vulonies nnd. the
;adjoinipg'Srapes, éséedti@i {Q ouf prosperily. I ngree with
the Henourable Spqakbr'tﬁdf weu mus t ﬂnve Q.Tui]%nud‘ Cthat

we must aikher'b; conignt'to léf ull_the'ﬁpr)d go uﬂpaa' orj
us in lhe march of- impro?émént, br  we must  use the S“mg
méans:whivh they @o‘to.keep ab}eﬂs\:oﬂ‘oﬂt ﬁéig&bnuﬁs,JS

‘ ?uilwaYs certﬂir;]y~ y;u1d " be pnrf;:uf' Nﬁvé écogin%s
“fQLure~and the benefits to .the 6r6vinc§; he said, would be.
.jmmeasurﬂblg.' Tt 'woulé be pOSsib]c;  hé muinbninﬂd  19 

.CoﬁtFQI Lhis ﬁ;égéiof.transportatioﬁj lo“diroct.lﬁe'streﬁm

of traffic and Nova Scotia would become an important link 'ip

sBorn 1814, Bible Hill, son of . Samuel and Elizobcth Archibald.
Ulster Scots grandparents had settled in Truro and-Onslow townships,
1762. .. Educated Pictou Academy, articled law in Halifax, 1838 called to
. bar of Prince Edward Island, 1839 'called to bar of Nova Scotia, ~185]
first elected for Colchester as Reformer. D :
5Quoted in C. B. Fergusson, “Sir Adams G. Archibaeld”, Collections
‘of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, Vol. 36, p. 12. : ‘

w
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“the communicdation .between Europe and Norlh America. He

-wondered if Nova Scotia Qould_be “blind Lo our 'destiny”, or .-’
. o . . E . . . ¢ -

"

whether the province wouid‘mget the new cHa]lehéeiwith an .
Qne;gy becéhing our p;sit&on”.ﬂ

For . any‘industfial'future No&a Scpt;a;s coal ‘reserves
wodld be of vilal.imgortance. f& was Arehibald Qﬁo‘led the
opposition té Lhe ﬁonqpbiy .héld “by. the .General Mi;ing
_Assoviationlof the rich Nova Scolia coalfields.. Tn 1857 hg
WO Ss onetof two deiegateé‘sent -by-thc province to iondon to
- breéak the mining monopoly. ‘This visit résultea in na,
'éurtai;ing of LhéA Generai Mining .asSOCiatiqnﬂS rights ﬁnd&
nssu;ea 'Novﬁ SGO*iﬂ;S gnéater proqurilyA‘based on her
.'minermlffbsaur;és. . .

On -the queséioy.of edué&iion, Aréhjbn}d hgd Ao . qualns
aBout-stporLing Prqm;erATupber’s Fréé Schéql Act in 1564.

‘An opposition leuder, Tooking to score poiificnl' points, |

might not have, bul the issue illustrates the coﬁpabible.

ﬁhiloéophies of  two: Tupper, Congerwqtiﬁe; ‘Archibald,;-
Reformer . 'Tuppér‘ﬁecame the emboédiment -of the continen-
lalist forges.  Could Archibald long resist? The Confed-.

eration issue, or "Natjonal Question" as ‘it came to be

. N : . L .
known, fw@uLd be the watershed between .Archibald, the

Refo?%erfghd Arcﬁibald_thé Conservative.

A. W. Mclelan wé§-'a “formidsble - politician ‘in his

80p.Cit:, pp. 13-14.
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Cown right, He had .an cducation, Q'luxury aot afforded  wmnny
of his Tellow Colchester men, due o some modest prosperity

achieved by Wis father,.G. W. Melelan's shipping busincss

and store in Greal Village. A W. atlended Mount Al'lvson

Wesleyan Academy and by 1858, when his: father divd,.hc “hod

had experience at sen and 1n managipg the Camily business ' at

'homc.j

He wné'elccted_ln_ﬁho NéVH-Svo(ﬁm House of Assembly  in
]858'1'-.15'”&1 Reformer, s':m.:(:(-mii_‘)'xg hi:s f&}!!u:r.‘_' His V.isic)l) of
p}qépority lay secaward.- :Bcginh}ng in 1863,‘hn Legun o

chreer as.a shipbuilder in Great Village, often In ' partnet

gship with his brother-in-law, John M. BRlaikic, | The two
Ecqntinucq to build into the early 18807 s. He proapered. By

ARET 0L was a c':l{_()()w ledpged that he was o wealthy man. ?
"So  there ave the {wo: " Avchibald the talented Vawyoer

who. Jooked lTandward for the fuoture of his, county and Melelan®

whose experience and business: was .scawnrd. These  two
Reformers splil on the National Ouoslinn{' Avcehibald was the

. Confederate. Mclelan the Anti. NO . more Dibter o contest
was evér conducted in the county, Molbelan was clected in
Seplember of 1867 'bul his later cdonversion, when confronted

wilh. political reality, “was signifivoot. The fusion  of

. TP, B. Waite, ."McLelan, Acrchibald, Woodbury", -Di;@jqnyry wof
" Canadian Biography, p. 572.. C S . X

8P B. Waite, Op.Gil., p. 572, o705
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economic herizons seemced limitless. o 4

142.

‘Mclelan's views with those of'thi)Confedergie'Archibald:.was

sympolic of the reality 5f.a future for a Cé]éhoster'lied to
Canada.

The- lines in the battle over the -Confederation questidn

had been drawn ecarly. To Archibqld; and to men who looked

o

at the union'of British North American Colonies ns n meanéd
of‘promoting the greatest _brospérfty for Nova Scdtja{ this
was an unegualced opbortunity. Archibald was aone of ihe;five‘

Nova  Scotia delegates Lo the Charlotltetlown 2Conférén¢e in

Sepltember, 1864, "‘He . was also one of the delegates to " the

"Quebec Confercnce ‘the following month. The poijlical_ aﬁd

3

"The “time has arrived,” he said, "when.we are about to

- - - i

assume Lhe proportions of a grcal nation and such being the
case we should not shrink from its regponsibilities. . . 7{ we.

are united we shall become a great country, and the time is

) - .

not far distant when a’ colossal powér growihg. up on this

Cbnl%nehj'sha}1 stand wilh one foot_on the Pacific, and  Lhe

“other on the Aflantjc! hpd‘shalj present Lo Lhe world;a even

on Yhig‘ side  of the. Atfnntio, the fact thai, hpnarchiuﬂ

‘institutions are not dinconsigstent with civil and religious

]iberty'ﬂnd fhé‘fu]]egf measure-of matefial édyancemenﬂ,"gx'
. \ . - P B . ' . . PR :
From =~ 1864 until ‘the first fedéraT. election in’

. k.
B

"9C.B.. Féngussoh; "Sir Adams G..Archibald”, Collections of Nova
Sdotia_Historical_Society, Vol. 36, p. 48. ‘ v L o

¥
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Scptembcf 1867, Archibald was one  of the. most s important

intrepreters of whal the proposed federal union would “menn

to Nova Scotin.2® ' Joaseph Howe would éppose him  but

Archibald would not be swayed.u Oﬂ April, 10, 1866, .

Archibald seconded “Tupper’'s long awailed resolution ih”

-

. favour of.Confederation: Hey was part of the de]bgn(iow to

London to complele the terms of ‘Confederalion and in the

Macdonald’s first Cabinel "he bedame Secrotary of Stald  for

the Provinces. S i Lo . T

A W. McLelan had ‘his own Qﬁidiuns of the proposed
union of British North “American “colonies and lhese were

nowhere hetter expounded Lthan in  his address te Lhes Novn

ScoLiﬁ'Housc-df Asséﬁb]y on the 17th of april, 1865.1' - The

“arguments opposing Confedéralin sel out then were used by

4

‘McLelan until 1869 .

In that -1ong -'Specch, _#mbcllished wilh Vjcloriﬁn

"rhetoric,; Mclelan. made il plain that he was opposed to

Archibald’s views. Tt grieved him to be in:isuchen position,

he said{_pnd.tﬁat "no act of my-]ittie political life  has

giveﬁ meihhlf ‘the pain T feel in being chmpc]lcd to take-n

10See also Rafliameni&k& Debates of Nova Sgotfu:§9g§g>bf,_ﬁggcmhly,
ATT*ApCi},.1865, for Archibald’s -hopes for Nova Scotia with regord Lq an

,intqgra];part of  the 'Cohféderétion _plam, | the cbnqtruction of the
-Intercolonial Reilway, p. 266. N o B ' ¢

rJPafliamentaiy Debates, ‘Nové.ScUtiﬂ Hohée of Assembly, 17. April{
1865, p. 249. This speech was later printed and circulated in . pamphlet

form. .
: T : . . 5
. - . .
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pogition in oppositfon to that honourable gentlemhn,ﬁ‘? He

would act, on his- ow@‘"cﬂhscicntious_convictioné”, he saida\

of whet.Was'right and wrong, "of what may be or may'not be

"for the food of my country." "~There waes union already, he .

pointd out - with Britain.

...We are citizens of.the same Empire =
subjects of the ' same Quecn. The "same flag that
Ijoutsiover Buckingham Palace floats over our

“citadel snd protects the inhabitants:- of these
provinces as well as those of London. .Under - tLhat
protection we enjoy every blessing and privilege
that is known iun ‘a. civilized and énlightened -
soCiety. 19’ o ‘

The Imperial_  connection.  was paramount: "I  cannot .

understand why people-who enjoy all the priyilege§, kjghls

¢
)

and immunities of the British.’ Empire should desire to form

any olher connection in order ’'that they may_havé' g%eatér

c
room and scope. "4
‘ “Then, of course, ‘there: was the -matter of inadeqguate
representation in the proposed federal, . house. " Nineteen

seats out-of . a totel of one hundred and nincty—-four - would

leave Nova'Scotia at the mercy of Canada. He could envision
. \V . ' . N )

his . province completely subservient to Canada in the new

country.15

.izlh&hﬁ

130p.Cit., p. 250.

140p.Cil,, p. 262. -

‘ 150p.Cit., p. 254.- McLelan_ﬁallegéxv included two hounds chained
Utggether-by the nmeck, the large powerful 'ne‘répresgnting Canada, the
smaller one, Nova Scotia. - A N ' '

N

e
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The. fg%anCAHl_tcrwsqwsro madeqguate, loo, for the needs

of Nowva SCOH@HW ﬂccprdin@ to Mclelan. He  pointed oul the

debls of the Qgper'proQincos avd to the wvhllh.Lhnt was Nova

Scotia's. | le outllned' the lack of lrndv Lhat  ¢xisted
. . - B : IE : . T -
between NOVa'SCOiia and’%anﬁdu. The pros pc(l° ol expanding
. ' ’ . K] : - ’
-commerce would  be- nu81igiblv, he  clatmed. Cdbstend cof

e

expanding commerce rand  developing the naltural products  of

Nova Scotia, he predicted thal Lrade would be crippled  and
costls of living would inarease. In return for getling  the

Intercolonial Ratlway buill, he pototed out thal. Nova Scotan

would have to surrender haor consititntion, risk  disharmony

among fellow colonists, reduce local cxpendilures Far  roads
ahd bridges w(dr nse direct  taxation Lo make *oup the
' . v - . : eooe \ ’

deficiency),»be subject to Lhe annoyance of  a Slawmp_. Tax,”

- ¥ e . . . * . . B
. . - " - . } * . : .
surrender lo - Canada lhe powcer to lax, nod help  pay - the
gencral expenses of.w ¢entral govermment. .. - '

He ended on a patriotic note:

¥ 3 .
. ..

-« Let us ‘then be conlent Lo gQ on prospering as we  have
und_at Lhe. same time cultivating the | ties. of . brotherhood
© with the other. ¢dlonics, and above all, Jet us nol take n
Pstep that will tend to sever our conection with England.
" My strong deiIO‘~b to sec this (onnv([ion continued, that
through our lives we. may g]ory in the grandﬂur and grentness.
of the British lmp1zo dnd leave behivnd us those who shall
inherit the same fccllngs of  loyal attachment to her Crown :
and Institutions, that the samc sentiments . may bind Lugclhv~

“the people of these colonies. Every: hen)t beating in unison !

s even as  one greal heart - when waked - by the ernxn% of
"Rule Brittanja" and "God Savg The Queen™.lC -

50p.Cit., p. 261. .- - :

N
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T Al Lhe argumentls, of ghls'l865Aspeeéh wbuld_écho'ﬁnd re-~echo .

‘l(hrougﬂilhm debate on the Nalional Question from?onq end  of
“the priavince, to the ot her, ' . ’

R The: Antijonfedcrutes wérdfunableSLo s(op“ihe “Canfed -

- r ) . - . . CL T . .__l. . )
Teration scheme but “they were cerlainly delermined to win the

first c¢lections -held. under*the new: arrangement. .For Col-,

P v

(hw'tcr_this meant  -lhat Lwo leading spoﬁeémen . for. Lhe

uppus}ng )ldv" would fact each other Tor the federal seal of

Coldchester.) Secretary of Slate-, - AL G AI‘(?h”)a'i d, - faced

Anli Confederale A W. McLélar

N . . - 3 . -

Election day for the. first federal election had been

sel T8y IR.SuPMﬂM,*r, 1867. 1t hﬂs bvcn'sdid that most Nova

~

§

Scolians had decided how.thJV wou]d VUtO as- early as 1865/

“and that lhn‘CHMpnjpn‘ of 1867 wasiantjﬁlimatio 17 This

s . . | .
- . o

“could be said of the, Coth@gtér S@at,‘LOOJ perhaps bul" only

.

'Qf(qrxﬁ _Juu<, 18F7 for’ lhal wasﬂthe ‘date of ‘the. kreél-

"thfﬂd§ru}ion dcpatﬁ hold in Tru?d. As a political ~me otlng"

v w

it mnSﬁ.he‘rnthd as a c]nqqic ! d\yo\ cgnfrpnbét?oq of .

b besl - of ih@Vtwo oppoelngl 1do- t

Thé_nfiliv‘ﬂodmx”justlnff King Strect  Qaé pnckod -wjth

from 2000 ALQ'.ESO\O.péoy)\le"'_ n]] 'Zi'n then p]a es wou -.hofdi“'(: o

'th-anrLingfthQr,of'mcleven n m. .Charles luppcr‘&nd Adums
: [ ) ) . . ] . PRI . o e . l ', .
T T T TS T L o : A

' ° v ° . . N . '

M 4 w‘kv ;
111, M. Beck, Pendulum of Powqg,,Prenti¢e>Hallj.]968, p. 8.

v

"Chronicle w was one of the Anti- Confedérate papers to report fhe ovoasxon
The Hal1fax' ﬂrnlng Chzonlcle was also Ant1~Confederatc B )

P < 18 New Glaégow\\kasfern Chron)gle 8. Judé 1867. .. Ihe EasLLrn
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G. Archibald‘reprcseutéd the Cdnfederates. Josecph ﬂu@o and
A W.-‘McLélah rqpfésgnted ‘the Anti-Confederales (or Nova
- - . N . . "A»‘-‘ .. P .
Scotia Party)}.  The Halijfax Morning Chroniclé—Bi]]ed this’
-gathering as "probahly the greates! political demonstratlion
_ . '_tha{ has ever  taken place iﬁ Lhe proancc oulside of _Lh;
city’ .19 ¥ S ‘ ' .
The rcceptioﬁ accorded ‘the participants left no doubd .
éé to which side the majority of the audience fnqurcd.
{ - Lo ' -
When Hon. Mr. Howe,vacc¢mpnhiod byf’Messrsﬁ
-McLelah,. Chambers,- Morrison and Annand, enlered .
the -building, there was_ such u show of anccélamation
sent up. by the. . sturdy yeomsnry of Colchester, as
made ~the building ring for veral minutes. When
*Messrs. Tupper und_Aréhibald entered a few minutes
previously, not a solilary cheer greeted Lhem,20
Archibald led off the debgte, choosling to.ﬂiSCUSS’jthe
T oo - [
cﬁﬁrhﬁfer.and career of Joseph Howe for modt of his lwo hour
gddress and ‘only “touching Cbhféderdtin_tomu%ds the end of
‘his spgeéh. "He did venture the oBsérvution ﬂhut he expected
.tQ;be sent to Ottawa by the elepfors of the countly. "The
).- . T . B ) . e o
é%@ctors answered,” ’NO!; in the-loudest lermsg, but . Mr. g
Archibald 'said he knew ‘more. about it . Lthan many of them
- l- LR e ol - - o
did. "2 o
'Af.w._MCLeian‘wés scheduled to be the second | spenker
A ~19Halifax Morgihg‘ohron{clé, 6 Jhne-]867.'7
20New Glasgow Eastern Chronicle, 8 June 1867 .
© ?1Halifax Morning:Chronicle, 6, June 1867.
£ - I R ' E
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. bptihé waived his position in .the rdster in .order Lo q]loh

~ Joaseph Howe LB3rebut Archibnld’s comments. Tl was a two and

one-half hour ‘rebuttal.22

Charles Tupper..[hen uddreased.thé mécifng-thh a - long

_— PEPSRIEES

tirade of three. hours duration. On  the Confederation-

.quﬁstion "he was not greected {hroughoul by even the faintest

cheor, qlthpﬁgh the gdvéptagés_ofyihe échemé were pé;aded in
thé'mogtkfnnciful costumc”.??l .

~A; Q. Mqio]nnrwnﬁ received with tﬁré; éheérs.as he rose
Lo épeak. ‘Iq an.addrcss which'bég punc?uated'freduQntly Eby
nncheering.uudjence_he dealt wi!h.sqme of the Asppcts.gf tﬁé'

tonfederalion queslion: the financial inadequacy of the

terms, the ‘extraviagant salaries for officialsg, the small

repregentation in Commons ‘apnd Senale, the ]os§ of
constﬁtutionnl rights,- and particularly the - Jack of
consultaltion on the question.2?, . = . \ , ' T

Three cheers: for the Anti-Confederate candidatas ynré

igiven at:the close of the. nine hour marathon session. = The
~eal l for'lﬁrep éhéersffor'Mr. Ardﬁiﬁuldnwas responqu to by -

. "a few strugé]iug.huzzés,tﬁat'were drowned in‘% torrent of

+

~groans- and hisseg" .25 It must have been obvious Lo

S . . -_vA.‘ : . ) ) ' Qﬂ

i

22Fully reported\in therﬂalifaxuMorning Chronicle, 7 June 1867.

?3Halifax‘Mofning Chronicle, 6 June. 1867.

24Fully reported in the“Halifgx Morning Chrbﬁitlg, 8.Ju5eh]8673

25Halifax Citizen report. . Reprfnted in_Eastérn'Chrdnielé, 8 June

.

-
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Chibaldtthdl.his.wou}d'bclun Qpﬁil] stfugg]a, grrcapcc}ivw
.of his:pnst.élrong showing in Colvhestb; &1vrlionsﬂ -
There Qéré dthex ﬁee{fngé throughoul !hé»rounty Felween
Jﬁné apd p&lling dey, September 18th.26: Tﬁu.cumpnf@n ig the
prpss rei£erated the usﬁéi argﬁmo;fs." Only -the. HuLiﬁﬁ?.
Reporter. and H_al_lingrUNh Colonist prc'sc‘nt'«.-d th.o,
'pro:donféQGratiBn aréuménts.zi The ﬂgliﬁgﬁughl;L ?L_ .1ikpf
‘glmost‘§]] -tﬁe-proyi?cin] nbyspnpfrsj was dogged - in its-
Pdndomng!ion of the proaosed ugjsn.78 'Thnro were some  very
local grievances directed  ngﬁfﬁst ‘Aréhibuld_ v;nvcrﬁing
bridgeﬂ and foﬂds29 but .ﬁost' déa]l ~with hisg~ st;nJAlon
Confedcrati5£.~.(”Truitor” was F{équcnlly used dgsv}iplivv

‘lefm.) !

°5Meot1ng at Stewiacke reported in the Lestern Chron1<l< 8 June
1867, local candidates plus Archibald and McLeTan. Meeting at New Annan
reported in the Eastern Fhronjrlp T30 June 1867, Jogol candidates  plus
M(I(*lan - c :

27S¢e Halifax British Colonial, 1 August 1867, mentions benefits of
- ution of Jinterest’ to farmets of Earltown and "New Annand  (aic) and B8
Auguqt 1867 whére it is poxnted out that "Confedération and thé ICR sre
.march)ng hand in hand" and will be completed "before the autumn  leaves
of 1869 strew the mountains and vg}]cyq of Cumberland and Colchester"

Al%o,.]4 September 1867, -Confederate letter -re nomination dnyf  See!
_ Halifax 'Reporter, .3 -September 1867, pro-Archibald  article  and
"Confederate letter from - Upper  Stewiocke; 100 September 1867,

Pro- -Archibald artlcle . ’ N S e : A

'?QRe]ovent to Colchester see Halifax Chronicle, 1 August 1R67,
Intercolonial E]ectlon Dodge article; .4 September 1867, Buying and
Selling a Country artlcle ridiculing Tupper and Archibald; 7 -Scplember
1867, open letter to Archibald from A..N. Tupper, Upper Stewiacke; - 14
Septembgr 1867, Nomination Day .in Colcheﬁtcr.' : .

29Halifax ChrSnfcle; 7_Septeﬁbér 1867, open léticf Lo Avchibald.



Nomination Day “was  lively and it did give the

Confederates-the opportunily to make a show of strengthewith
) \ .

.their parade of  about: one hundred carriages from Greal

Villege to, the _Princé of Wales Hotel in Truro.30° The

Morning Chronicle obqﬁrvaijon'thaLf,thﬁ meeting appeared to.

be ldrgg1y' Anti™ and lhal . the "Nova Scotian candidatés

represent !hre&~quartefs'of the property of the counly"31! is

probably quite accurate though.

The. imporlanbe' of the election to Archibald, who was

after all a Cabipet Minister in Macdonnld's first nabinet)'

1s evidenced by the amount of money he spent conducting it.

Bribery was the accepled custom of thg day and it was - later

observed Lhat Archibald’s opponenls gave twenty ' pounds a

vole and 'that Archibald had §pent "several ‘thousand'", ‘being
a "ruined man" in the sflermath of the election.??
- The election result overall is weﬂi'kndwn; ‘Eighteen of

Lhe nincteen federal seats were wan'by the Anlis. .Charles

Tupper in Cumberland wos the only ‘succedsful Confederate

candidate, . Archibald'was the only_bneﬂof Mﬁcdoné]ﬂ’s eﬁtiﬁe

Al

30Hal i fax_British Colonist, 14 Scptember 1867.

' 31Hn1ifnx'Mokniﬁg Chronicle, 14 Sebt@mber 1867.

‘

. ¥2Connolly to Langevin, 27 October ,1867," Chapais Collection A.P.Q.

- quoted in G.:K. Pryke, Nova .Scotiam and Confederation, 1864-1870, Ph.D.

Thesis, Duke .University, 1962: Also Halifax Chronicle, .7 . September

1867, reprint from Eastern Chronicle, "The Confederate Candidates have
plenty of rum and money at their disposal, but they will fail to - have
the desired effect, ™ o S ) ' S

‘.

[PRCEN .
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cabinet fo suffe;‘qefeat.

A.gJang' §l lhe election rblurns“?-"indiv&(vhi_s{rodﬂ
adpponl for: Archibald  in Trufo .where tﬁv ﬁene(its .0} u
rﬁi]wn&_io Néq' Bfunswick ana the ;Upbpr Provinces might | be
appreéiated butl in:.most non-urban dislvicts like uthn
Stewiackes aéd ‘alpng the’Cobgduid,'(chnomj, ‘Portnupith,
Debert) McLe]én was>sdpe}ior.“ Thig-toﬁn/coqnly:sp}iw Sbow&
inr¥he  firsL federal Cléctjon is dre which'.is constant’

throughout the period under study, with no . cxeeplions.
Truro, -it secmed, -was not adverse lo the templations which

o v &
might  awail landwards. :

'Therébis ?, term ﬁsca to describé an cluqﬂinn‘ﬁn which
" the ba%ic -division of party ]oya]tyf is  not HCF{OUHLy
diStpuBéd but Ehe inf1uencA ;f short term forces on'@hé votot
15 such fhat if'jbrings about tHéAdeféaL of . the Whjérity
_pgr{ny“‘ Thé Léfm is."deviating“ aﬁd.(his ;ny bcbﬂpplixd lof
the higﬁjy‘emgtional'elcctib;‘oﬁll867.-.Co]chester bo]i;jcs,3
over'{he Cougse “of the five ‘yeurg Folﬂowing':l%ntv fir#l:'
generalfi eléctkoﬁj {woq]d"léhpw .‘{ts ‘pneferéACe: :fqr-'

Confederaiion ,-generu]ly“\vdndj the ~ Conservative = parly
T o . . . . - , _" . N . .

-

specificé}]y.

It‘is doubtful if Joseph Nowe -himself was méré dedi =

(ORI A

33Table 1. (On“following page)

"347. M. Beck, Pendulum of Power, Prentice Hall, 1968, p. 429.

¢



aTable 1

_Genernl Election 1867 -.

Subdivisions : A._G. Archibald A. W. McLelan’

*

v

Upper Truro . 2510 157
Lower Truro S 63" . s 84

Lowef_Slewiacke . 83 . . w132

%

. Upper Stewidcke . 108 . 219
North River ‘ . 111." . . 63
Léwér‘Onslow ' ' ﬁ&k J . B 1 ;

CRarltown . 10 8

INew.Annan . ) .62 . 105

“Woughs River o T .~ 89"

Tatnmagouché . ’ . .»975; . | 88

-Q‘ o _Deﬁg}t R 89 o 167‘

l ' | . Portgpigue . | . '-. 72 . : o 264

Beonomy ¢ - 87 .+ 189
IK&mpﬁ&wnf . . s Bé '

1289 f1849 -

Majority - 360

*Unless otherwise stated,'a]l election results are from Sessional Papers
of. Canada. o : : oo ' :

Xy
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“eated to repenl than AL W. MeLelan. He eloguent by p}HVPd//
. . . . Tt . ‘/’

govn Scotian’s -case baefore Parliament A the fall sessian

of ]867:.3 > . He.atltended and addragssed -repeal nql(-«;l tngs, in Lhe

1

counly. 3¢ Like "the other Anlw-ﬂnnf@dqxnt§s he expeested that

Brilain might intercede on Nova Scolia’s hehalf. When © Lhis
+ . N . .

was.denicd, - in 1868, the chotces were imi Loed: continne © Lo
agitate for repeal or  Lo-push " Tor better terms for Novo

Scotia.”  McLelan , YTike Howe, chose the Iatt (\@: T

JAs part of Macdonald's "denl” wi t-h Howe in ]RUQ;'DH

beller Lérms for  Nova Scolia, -were a pumber of politten]

N

- patronage appointments, iuncluding o scal  -in the Senate. 18-

McLelan chose Lo -become Chatrman of the Ravlway  Commiaston.

By law this was.deuled him as long as he was a Member of Lhe

-~ House of Comwons. e could have the appointment, however,

if" he was in the.Senate. = Thus A. W. McLelan, M.PLo,  become .

.Senator A W. McLelan. His rhsignulion.us-.M:P. in 1869

would . be his lastl dircet-involvement in, Colchester politics

until 1881 when-he  resigned bhis Senale  scal in order to
contest the Colchester by-cleclion of 188}, “HWis indirect.

e e s e e o et A e e

I5A. W. Mclelan, House of Commons Debates, 13 Novemher 1867

‘Repéal meeting.

. 37He was freqhently-reminded of his hchungq'nf_hepﬁt.‘Svu his  ex
planation during budget speech, House of Commons, 30 March 1886, pp.5 6.
38G.K. Pryke,-Op. Cit., p. 244. , . o -

.

-r

U ®6golchesler . Mirrdr' ﬂndﬂ_,_éQXRELiigfx' S8 February 1868,

/
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influepce migt nol he underestimated and was crugial ip the ™

wears immedin {,1;_1'3' ‘.1"0.1 lowing his resi gnt;‘l:i(m in ]869-. -

The »Co]&hester by“e]qujon of'iBGQ’is inLercst}ng'conM
stdering ilu--vﬂr‘fous “faclions ‘;ilhill thé (nﬁan}f that had to
Le mddressbfL o There ) ﬁére the .AﬁL{ﬂCondeqraté; ) who
supnorfudtMchlyn }n ]867‘nnd'uow‘}6qnd Moﬁe]An'ns a sirong. .
‘Confederate. There were some Anti-Conflederales Qhé“mighh
1comprqmisn and suppor!:ﬁh indeﬁondeﬁl. There was also Aadms

" G. Archibald who had dccided thnl'_hjs ;retiremenl> frow

politics, which had ‘been announced earlicr, was ‘premalure’

and thal he would re-offer for . the seal.®9 - Final
noMinutioﬁs - placed  Adams, G. Avchibald agains! Masstown
merchant and shipbuilder, F. M: Pearson. Bolh sides engaged

in wholesqale bribery of the electorate. - .The resull was a

victory for Archibald and the Cornservatives.d9.

~

Note that resistance {o.Archibald wus.SLiIT slrong in
~éqm«e‘f.()}\mer.lMcLe]hn- eronghb]ds like Economy “and Upper
Sleiacke. 7 Archibald 'ackﬁowledged that " only aboul ‘one’

hundrea--&nd. fifty votes jwere ~brought over “from - the

Confederales by McLelan, mainly through business ‘connections

and relatives 4! As & constituency, though, Cdlchesteg'was

- ¥

.

_ 39See G..Kf_'Pryke,”QQ;_git.; pp.  245-248. -Also‘interestjng for
details of political patronage involved. Also, ".see scathing article
- opposing Archibald in Halifax Morning Chronicle, 6 September 1869.

10See Table 2 - Halifax Morning Ch}qniclh; 10 Septembé% 1869;

. “alArchibald to “Macdonald, 14'S¢ptembef 1869; Macdonald | Papers
CLXXXVIT. o C - '

~
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1
Table 2
, ;
¥ olchester By ;‘;lezs_t_'i on 1869
Subdivisions Carchibald | beorsgn
e o me 130 ..
‘Lowépstewiacl_(e- T s Cwm
Debert | I " 154
Porgﬁpique o iﬁ@ fl i‘- 3 iZS
Tatamagouche B LR _. , .36
Waégh’a Hiﬁe} . S 91 c ) 58
. Eéo%om§ -. K . ' . .96 o .f 125
-Nort% River S 1 134 "‘ 38
“01d Barns o N
Klen-fptbwn’ . A ; _3:] . ,:'_.5-
. Totals: .'-'1,213. - L Blﬂ !

Pearson’s majority at New Annan, 20; at Upper Stewiacke, 51.
Archibald’s majority at Earltown, 100. Archibald’s tolal mejority
-about 400. . - ' : ’ . -
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officially "on side (i.e.” the Conservative, Macdonald

+

gide).

Adams Archjbdld's fjrsl slint as M.P. for 'éolchoslcf
was oo brief  one.’ In. . 1870 " he was  appointed as

v

Liculenant -Governor of Manitoba thus precipilaling another

election in Colchester, the third the electors of the. county

v

faced in four years.’ : ) .

As in .the preceding "eleclion, the year before;, the  old

wounds were resopened’ .as Anti-Confederates opposcd Conled-

‘erotos. F. M. Pearson was chosen again by Anti.Confederates.

v~
ar

bul this Lime he was supported by Confederates like MclLelan

B

'un}ﬁ locals .Likehlli}ﬂm Hyde . Even Anti<Confederale MLA  for

Colchester, 7. F. Mor}isbn,_ was halping Pearson. Local

extremists, .like Roberl Chambers  the other MLA from Col--.

chester who was elected as.an Anti in 1867, were delermined

to offer volers o choicey, however. 'Chawbcrs opposod Pecarson

\

on lhe annexation licket:a? Pgaréon was pledged to support:

the Macdonald govevrnment. Chambers could not malch him in

.personalityi3 or organizalion. The elecltors gave Pearson

a shuge majority.49

. . 5
. . . i

- .

12G. K. Pryke, @p. Cit.; pp. 282-284.

13Pryke says of Chambcrs‘ that he wis a "rather [ pleasant, old
ihdividualist'who refused to humble himself by asking any man for  his
vote". G. K. Pryke, Op. Cit., p 284. i}

4 Table 3 - Halifax Mdrning Chrdhicie, 11 November 1870.
4 . Ct

A . . . ¢



Table 3.

Colchester By Blection, 1870

Subdivisions .

“Truro
- Upper Stewiacke

Lower Stewiacke

North River
Earltown

Kempt own

New Annan’

Tatamagouche
1Weughs'River
Onslow

Upper Londondérﬁy

Portapique
Economy

0ld Barns .

Totals
,
.
i
7
i
‘A

" Peargon

192

Chambers

EA I

268

57.
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: : : - o , ~
. 1t would appear that the coealition of Anti and ﬁon—-
federale was. now complete. | Parhaps il was, as has *ecn'f .
suggeated,*® the slrong pull of government palronage and the ﬁ
" N R . . . . . \
opportunilies open to an M.IP'. who supporled "Lhe governing -~ N
_—_— party to appoinft and give grants, which swayed the cleclors.
The old fire and passion of 1867 was not there,anymere.
o , - . '
. Belween F. M. Pearson’'s .ocleclion vicltovy in the by-
election of 1870 and the return to.nc!ivb politiés by AL W, .
MeLelan in 1881, there was little evidence that Colchester’s
support for Macdonald and Canada -had slipped. Perarson was
re-clected in Lthe general electin of 1872.. Technically he
was clected as an Independent-but had gone.on to support the
governmeénl on  almost &very vote in 1871 and 1872 a6
Vo - Colchester”™s o¢nly newspaper, <ihe Sun, disliked Pearson

though- and gaye unqualified support. ~tao T. F.SRJunGhafd'~Who

: N -
was promoted as. a governmeni\-candidate in lhe election of

=

1872.  The choice for voteﬁs'lénded to be lTimited then only
to pPFSOhh]iPiJS. Béth supported the government. The voters

gave Pearson the majority. 17 .Traditjonal - support “for

Pearson aloeng the Cobeguid Shaere (Londouderry, Economy,

A5G, K. Pryke, .Op. Cil., p. 285. .

6D, A Muise,lgkectioné and Constituencies: Federal Politics in
Nova Scotin,. 1867-1878, Ph.D. Thesis, University of‘Western Ontario, .
1971, pe 1970 - SR : '

'“7Tablc.é.' . M
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© ’Subdiviaions

. Economy & Five Islands 175

Kemptown -

" Totals:

_ Table 4 -

olchester Election,

Pearson

Truro 163
Clifton S 70 -
Lower Stewiacke 124
Upéer Stewiacke .]7;
Up#er Onslow . 85
Lower Onslowf 74
. Eafitown 62
New Annan .78
WHths River ! 59
Ta{amﬁméouéhe' 78
Uppér Londondérry ; ) ©206
-LéQe% Léndonderry . LY

Kt

d
\

RBlanchard

. 326

[ ]

(o]
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Five Islands) -~ remained- strong but lLown voters “prefqrred
L _ Hlﬂnchnrd."i : - . . ' ) T

-Tho“géhgrnl‘elgctgon.of 1874, the PéClFTCVSQQnda] Elec-
ﬂién: SAW LQQ‘Cnnservdlivesl-ousted froh‘ power“in' Ottawa. .

—_ . Nova Scolip sent only three conqgrvntlv es ba(k Lo Ot tawa out

. . . - ca ' - . URr ' . : . '
:}H- W of 8'“p0531ble twenly~one .and one’ of ‘the oa$ualtles” was : .
Colches tor s F. M. Pcntson. © 0f course, the Colchester’ Sun
v - . REEE " . 5. o
“opposed Pearson. A pnrl]amentary corres pondent fo) lhe - Sun

P

q:,, . - duqtnf.thé 1873 silﬁing of_fhp_ Houﬁé bf- Commohs,u Ihomds
MoKay, pTosehted_himselfr.as another independ&nt candidate
ILAuhpcoré the cumpajgn_piltcd Peﬂr on pO]ltl cal mn@%%?e,

~ % . t . . C Ry P \
] y . . . . . . N - . - i

whose strength was largely " rural and $uppdrted by A. W. .

. . . e o
McLeltin, against a new, young idealistic®™group from 1ruro.49 ot
. o A [ L ' .4 ’ B ST . R )

The i1ssue, as in  all of Canada,. was corruption ‘in- h]gh o o-

- ' SET TR ) e na as uption n ‘

Pplnees. . McKay had virtue “on his ‘side thiq time. fho

' QJ i: ;.?fPSUlléi§h6W snme.sjipphgg of Lﬁé oldlhpld"th;t #Qarsbn' aﬁd> R
e . 5.§¢L?J”“‘5544"“T?”3l@Hﬁlﬁuy“(E¢5nomy;<{o}k¢§ahplé; 4giffairiyl"'
& . - o ST
l;*:_\i ; (1090)5 fﬁ__pﬂstﬁ&lcctiong,' . The -town vote wﬁs sﬂﬂongdjfdrl"" "
: L ' Lo . : S T e
s ‘Hlo‘fifgi clvct!én?in ]874 wnq %;éont}o%gftéd;oﬁh5o‘iﬂdi :
 4he.rQ$UJ1.Qa;_tHgt MLK?YIS éloct]&n was‘dec]ared VO]d‘ K-]n
" A'.B¥“é1?qi$0“- héid:in lDe(ombc},_ 187) ’ McKay_ dCfLHTnd‘ :i. R
B ) ’ :ﬁr. AJ C.-fagv F? 7§ié lvotes Lo 315 _JHQ de(1ﬂr d‘ h:mse}fh “
r:.' "’9-Tab]'e ’5‘ e T ,~‘.-e:_l“7‘-f‘..°ﬁ";l' Lo N IR
S o IR .. {,, S ! Y o
| | I :;S?Sgﬁé bfrMcK§y351§génts were aécusgdipf bribgfny-;ﬁi;{ “ :
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Subdivisions

Clifton. .

Lower Stewiacke.

UPDéF Stéyiacﬂ?
Uﬁper On%]ow
‘Lowér_ons]owi
‘fEarthwpi -
Néw'AnAaé.
'Waﬁgh$ hi?cf

Tatamagouche

* Upper Tondonderry

Tower -Londonderry

B .

Economy .

Kemptowh.

R
o e -
.
+ 1
,
-‘ 2
N
AN .

91
70
156
) 68_‘-

n7

I et
Ele;

. -

61

McKay
qa7

76

¢

790

136
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"o Liberal and will give Lhe~prcsent-govc§nment<ﬁis fsupporp

~in all such measurés as meet his approval”®?! .hut the central

issue in Lhe ensuring debates of sessions after 1874 dealt

with "frec trade” versus protection” and McKay would choose

"Qnolebtion": In 1877 he croasgd the floor of the Commons

"to support the policics of Lhé opposition. This issue ' was,

after al)l, the one which would relurn the Conservatives to
. . U

\

power inn]ﬂ?ﬁiand keep Lhem there until ]896A‘§

£

The protectionist policies of the Conservatives are

.generally  spoken of  as ~ the National Policy and are

.agséqiated wilh Lhe general election of 1878. The rools of

A

‘Lhis Na}ﬁongl Policy may be lgadgd to at lcasl 1874 .and 1875

while Canada debated the Virtues of ,each 1in-desperation as.

The gﬁcgt‘dopréssionz which began in 1873, deepencd. In.

-

'.Colchester}' the_'ggh ‘accused ° the Liberals Gf “lelling .

manufaclurers down on “railway ' develvpmenl ~ and ‘openly

““ndvocated a policy of protection.s?

.Thcre3wds(4n1y enc  issue in the general election *~of

1878 and it has heen said thai'ﬁhé election Was deéidéd<]oﬁg‘

\

before Lhe “campaign ever. started.®3  The issue was the

'depressfén- ahd'ﬁthe solutions to R Thb.,ConservéthGS'

o

e n g

.5\Pdr]jamentar§ guide of Canadé, 1874, p. 217.

5ZCo]éhgs(er Sun,_ﬁ March 1875, and 28 April. 1875, in Pryke, - Op.
Ccit., p. 301. ' o ‘ : : '

- 333 M. Beck, Op. Cit., p. 30..
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"advocaled prolection. " The Liberals advocaled freéa trade’
Fourteen of Nova Scotia’s Lwently -one federal  coonstituenties
returned Conservatives. Colchesler was among them. Thomna

. . ’ ‘ : . § (LTS

McKay was elected as "o Conservative, this lime,  defenting

. Truro doctor, A. C. Page, .hgain with ‘a healthy majoritly: of

. N . - o .». . .
376.°4 As usudl the lown vole was strongly  Conservat iveh

as was, notably, any coﬁhly'afca which mighl bénefit - (ram

industrx or*é&jlrond. Brdokfiold.wus on [hv.ICH: It voled
stfongly fér ‘McKhy.  ’ ioﬂdéhdur;y Vi}]agv .und ‘Lowvr
'L;HAOnddqry .;fill ‘hAd'. Yﬁb'istréné{h ' {0 resist the
éonservqpivé pq]]. but Lpndondcyry lﬁinns, Lhe ;nly c5un1y"

arca outside Truro to have any hint of ionduslrial develop

meit ) cvoted for MéKay,ghd'protectionn

.
K}

“The " political slago"high( have been  crowded  with

.

newcomers after 1878 but it was nof in'Co]cheﬂlrr. Hu(hqr,'
“it.owas marked by the relurn . of !wo'uging wetorans, AL W,
McLelén'and_Ada@s,G._Arqhiba}d. M.P., Thomas McKuay @GCUMu
o i Tt N :. . A ..

genator. McKay in 1881 which, opened Colchester Lo n

. L ; ) . .
- by—-plection, a]lowih{*kﬁ. W.Mclelan to ‘return Lo his  old

’

‘constituency. He  resigned his Senale scat -and wos elected

N

" saTable 6. .

55Senator A. W. McLelan’s long letter addressed 1o the clectors  of
Colcheater which " appeared in _the Colchester Sun, 11 September 1878,
‘outlines the folly 6f Liberal reciprocity. ~Even Adam and Eve, "“Yeft, in
the garden without protection” were at the mercy of Satan'who . "entered
into competition and soon pu' them into bankruptcy". Also, sce slrong
.protectionist articles in’the Sun, 3 July, )]0 July, 14 August, 1878,
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) Table.S

" Colchester Election, 1878

Truro ‘East

Truro Wegt .

Clifton
Brookfield

Sltewincke Lower

" Stewiacke Midd]e'
"Etewiacke Uppér West -
'ﬁteﬁbécke Upper ﬁést-
‘Salmon River -

'Kemptown

Earﬂtowq

. Waughs River
" Tatamagouche

.New Annan

North River

*Onslow Lower: -

. Debér[

Londopdefry Vil]ége

~ Londonderry. Mines

Londonderry Tower -

- . ‘Economy

Five Islands.,

McKay
104 -

132
%6

101
96

55

16
82
100
40
151
98
124
69
134
67
81

62

64

54

48"
25

-7+ Page

49
,Gd
60
17

v

56

66

6

3

11

%

43 "

109




by @ majority of 428.56 In the geveral election of -

1882‘M6Lelan,was~re~eieéted.foy-dnother term.” The old

master -repeated his. victory in the general election of

J8&7,.Hislmnjority inp}ensing £0‘.627;‘ 'By this (iﬁe

Mclelao was a prominentAmember'ofaMﬂédonqla’s' Cabinet.
He had been' Minister of Fisheries and Marine in 1882.

From December, 1885, to January, 1887, he was Finance

Minister and following.thal, ‘Postmaster General for a

ycaf and a ha]f:57; Im.. July, 1888, . he acceplcq .Lhn

position of—Lieutennnt~.Govbrnor of Novi Scotin. The,
by"¢lectjon_ tos fi]l the,'vacancy thus ©. crealed by
McLelan's red Jgnailon was contested and won by for

‘_mer.2LieuLeQQnL~Govern§r ,of. NoQa Scotija .(1873—18835:

Adams G. Archibald.®® Whe time of grénfést~'inf|q

\

i

. . . ‘s . X . . T ._, .. -
" 58An intelligent chqicex‘ccorﬁing_to the Sun, 22 June  188].

See 'also, report ‘of political ‘meeting featuring opponents A." W.

* McLelan and Charles Cummings jn\Lhe Halifax Morning Chronicle, 13

June-1881. The'Qhronicle _accised-Malelan of. promoting his “own,
"'selfish career™. Halifax: Chroniclg 17 Juhe 1881, condemns | the

politial dea] whlch put McKay in the Senate‘

w

5T B,_Walte, "A. W.; Mclelan" DL(Llonn[y of Cnnudxan

Jograghx p. 573. . : . .\f“ﬂ\

v
%

S“”He felt it. his duty to nccede", to a- unénihouQ request”

political life",~Colche§ter Sun, 8 August 1888. ‘The question of
unrestricted reciprocity was the- chief subject - of his -address.

The Halifax Morning ‘Chronicle speculated .on the election, 9

August, 11 August, 13 August, 16 August, 1888, and suggested  that
there were factors in the election which would prevent the 'rea}
voice of the people" from being heard. For example, .the '"short

line railways are under construction and Truro 1is flooded with .

- employees.of the ICR, ‘directly under the control of the government
and: that there are pampered industries in the county, such as ' the
Acadis Mines whlch are under obligations to the. government ‘or

.thlnk they are'. : i ° ' :

.-

by the Liberal Conservatives of Colchester "though. he had stated
to some friends .that nothing wou]d 1nduco him to ‘agoin enter

65
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ence for both the ‘aging politicians ‘was . past, however.

)

McLelan diecd’ip office at Province House in June 'of 1890.

¢
-

~The by*élect}on Qaé’theu last fér Archibald. Hé d{d nét-
revoffer for Lhé jgehcrnl eiéqtiqh %of 1891 .and- he dieﬂ'iut
home, ip Truro, 1i'n be;émch; ‘1892. -

The ‘Céné¢+§alive hold on the'gqunly cbﬁtjnued through
thé election of.1891. FormerrM.I.A.p 'Q. 4: Pétterspn, of
Tafémugouche, wa§ électea with =a lurge'majériti.l This"was
the "loyalty eleption"59.and the Colchester Sun waﬁ.éﬁbud 1o .
proclaim lhé'bnt{lé;cry.of'ghe Libéra]xcdnserva{jves ;~qume

‘Hufé!'f'nothéhkeeibule ~ for Cﬂnédéf"bo J

| B;'iéQB theifederal ansé;vativ; barty;wés in ;hnmbleg.
They lost the é}echon,of‘ that year t; Lauri;rys L;be;ads.
Tn'Co]¢hcsjer the Cnnsgrvativc éandidaté; Tqurolﬁggg édiiO;{
W. D, D{ﬂock, whglelécted bht'w&tH a re&qced majdrit} _over

uthe.prccediné ?igct&on.ﬁl_ Th{; e]egtion3wé§ déclgred void.

Dimock did not re-offer for the by—eiectiop,. the pafty’s

H. Mhif of Truro. fhe-iibera]'

v

colors being curricdlby Dr.D.

¥
- P
v !

_:59J;'M: Beck, Pgndulum of Power, p. 68,

BdCb]fchéster Sun,- 6 March 1891. See‘.é]so;.’ﬁ.MuF: Deering, The. -’
Federal, .Election of -1891" in Nova_ Scotia, M.A. Thesis, Dalhousie’

University, 1967. - Deering . notes ' that "counties with the = highest
“investments in ifidustrial. establishments were consistently, solid
Conservative condtituencies’:. g ’ ) . “

. 810ne explanation was that ' "good Tories ‘in every pollipg booth+ in
Colchester temporarily left their party ¢o - support the Liberal,  ‘which
was the "Protestant side of .the ~school question, ' even though Laurier
himself ‘was a Romah .Catholic", . H. Putnam, Interesting - Political
Happenings of Past 50 Years Recalled, Truroc Daily News Jubilee, -1941.
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Jcandidate was . F. J. McClure who won by a very-slim majoriiy

in January, 1897,°

The general election of IQOO‘gnvq the svnl_ﬁqok o the

Cons Prvatlvoq MeClure's | hold on «lhe. "seal  .was ® tenuous

and  Conservalive Seymour Gourley mannged to defeal him . by

a majorily of 279.83 . Gourley  was one 4f only f(ive
Conservaltives elected out of  Nova Scolia’s twenly seuats  in

the .House of Commons.
The "1904 g¢general g?l.t:c'lﬁion:was the Tast Liberal \I.i(-lur_y.
in C{)](':h(-:slgﬁr'un.'tj] 1921. S. E. Gourley reoffered for  the
& . ) . ‘ ". N -

)

seal, he b lng opposed by Truro.lnwyef.nnd Longlime  M.L. A,

F. A.‘Ldurehce. Lauremce hnd been first elected to the Nova

Scotia‘louse . of Asgembly in 1886 and he was "o popular.
n‘ ’ . - ‘-

memher, seérving three Lerms. as Speaker of Lhe House. His

alltractiveness as a candidate is indicated in the pol lLs, by

the closeness of Lthe volte in Truro.©? The old allegiances

.die hard though. Traditional Conservaltive polls Jike Acndina.

Mineé ana- Earltown rremained Joga].". Trhi?LiOHﬂ"‘L;b“fQL
p01ls.like Lo;doéderfy.und Ecohgﬁy}Fivélféiﬂndg<niso heTd .

' The' appointﬁéﬁt}éf:F,éA; Laurgncﬁ Lo LHC_S”Pf”m“ Coﬁrﬁ
5F:Nové;Scofia ?ﬁ‘1907{f§rcéd'é. hywwivé(iohiiin.thf county

-

62Table .7 — Tfuro Da1lx Newq, 22 Januury ]897

63Truro Dally News, 1 November 1900 ‘jasues disvussed by cnndid&[usi'
Mccluré and Courlpy on Nomxnatlon Day v . : ' ’

5“Tab1e-8"‘ oL e ‘l o o a
. , . | . :
&? B R RIS



Table 7

Colchester By-flection, 1897
I b

A ‘
“ §gbgiviSigg§ | - McClure T Muir

¥i

~* Truro A", S o 92 - 131
Truro B~ . h 7 ~ 5] 107

-

Trura C T . ‘ ': 4 142
Truro D ' S 99 s
CTruro B . ) : " 61 o 59
‘Clifton - - - . .85 .. 93" -
Brookfield o L 82 §8
'Cf;//‘ _ Léwer‘Stew}aéke'Nérth o 98 69 -
¢'f> -\ Middle Stewiacke’ 51 54
[ salmon River: -« VRS ST I T B
Kemﬁiqwn\' L . Toq .45
Earltown ‘ .13 130
Waughs River North . ' 81 - 49
‘Hﬂughf River Sénlh. . .:‘ : '82 I 10

\ . . B L )
vpper Stewiacke West R < A -39

-

Tatamagouche East _- .76 . 62

" New Annan T S - s 60
.'ANdrth ﬁiver o L 98 - 136
- Tower bnslow . : 104 ) - L491
T»Uppef_Londondérry S -, " 96 . lfg
'Midd]e-?ondonderry e 61
Lower Londondérfy " - i 122 .. ‘ . 65 
_Ecohémy . e 11~ 101 - ; " B2

' ‘Fiv?J]slaﬁds o .'“ . o ) _ o4
‘Upper Stéwiacke Eést.; S " 86 : l64

Acadis\Minés _ S . b2 160 - e

”,Tatamagoﬁche'West\ . S 79 ) - 46

Lowefistewiacke'South . 72 . .58
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- Truro

.. Truro

Toble §

Colchester Election, 1904

Subdivisions

Truro
Truro

O LD =

~

Trurao.
Truro

<1

(o)

Truro 7

Clifton

Brookfield ;
Stewiacke Lower
Stewiacke Middle
Stewiacke Upper

.Salmon. River

Salmon River
Salmon River
Kempt owp
Earltown

- Waughs Riveriﬁorth

Waughs River ‘South
Tatamagouche’
Tatamagouche West
New Annan '
North River .
Onslow lower

. Londonderry Upper.
‘Londonderry Middle.

Londonderry Lower '
Economy

© Five Tslands .
Stewiacke Upper East

Acadia Mines
Acadia Mines
Gays River

ToggiéL

Gourley
18
3
yon
117
77
ne

S TG
9T
108 -
R]
8)
38
35.
50
22

- 36

SRRY.
47

44

6l
10
66
95
114

117

62
83
74
73
" 54
s
- 88
64

2419

63
{4
T 86
91
37
Hhe
95
31 -
85
95

61

64

. 69..
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ond allowed thé entrance of a political  figure who would
- b . - . .. ) i
. dominhale Lhe federal - scenc for len years.  This was

Sindustrinlist Jphﬁ Slnnriofd;_ Jn’lQO? hé defeated  Liberal

Cﬁuries Hill..” In 1908 the Iwo Ffated eagh‘nthéw again witH;éh

©

~similar result. .
» -

The general  eleclion of 1911 is cons mdercd by mﬁny to

have  been ‘H('”&l!unm] referendum’ om'“fheé quest ion of
- - ..3,% A -
- L3 \} Y > X
. S

. - . i .. . P s . i .
reciprioeity. 69 John AS#ynfxeld garricd the Caonservative
' ’ Eid - o o ‘ o

»a . - o

. o banner once more. The 'Liberals were represeceonted by §S. D.

¥ : M(!o]lnh mhoqo _arvguments in. favor of reciprocily, were
az © . ot N \

- “ .. P en . . N . - ' . ' . .
reminisaent df pasl rheloric on the merils.of the "Golden

. R s

Age'ol - Nova Scotia”. - To the crowd  of 1200 gathered at
Pérgdpiéueihe remarked: o ’ ' . T - .
O T have . -sal for . hours, watoh1ng' Lhe white
sails of Maviliime- . commerce -speed the-hulls which
v« ~e«.Nova.Scolia built and. wanned and. filled with the
A " harvests of ~our -fields and wooded lands, and
. ‘ ~ mines,and they came and went filled and to .bé
ks - .- " filled all day long up and down this beautiful bay
s : ) which-lies -in front of us . This was not so many
. ‘ . years ago. . : o . o
- el D Today T may watch for hours and not a ship,
iot ‘A sail, nmnot a man, not a. stick, not a " root,
. oEe 0 blossom is borne: out upon the 1lide. -And .why?
S Because.man stepped in and put a hand against’ it.
~ Our neighbours to.the south fought with nature and
. with God when they " put a .barrier against “trade
. - botw&cn these prov1nces nnd the‘sfutek thCh llc
RN -)acroas that qh]mmernng sea.

P M. Laurier™ spoke’ to a large crowd of 6000 in Truro

et

_GSJ. M. BeCk Pendu]um 6f Power, p. .120. ' o ' v :

- 56The New an, 4 September 1911
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and although the newspaper New_  EBra noted “that there were.
‘many- Conservatives in the ©crowd and predicted 1that - "the

. Stanfield reign is about over" 57 the Conservatives won he

election wilh a 1ﬂrgé‘mﬂj6ffly (644)69
Jlohn .‘ Stanfield d i.'-d nol r o- .o ffor forv Uhe  genernl '
éiévt&on:bf 19]% butvtho Céunty Conéervniipns had no ﬁvuﬁ to
be’di;heariened.v Their céﬁdidare wn;_rountyLBorn: fiﬁnhciér
. é. McCurdy. 89  The LibcrulsAdid not f?olduh .rnﬂd;ﬂn!é.
Mcgdrdy _bécéme f,Co]éhcsteffé 'f}rs} M..P. u]vclca "by
‘Qcciumatidn:
In Julyi 1820, McCurdy was uppbinled'MiAistur’Qf Public
wprks‘and; as-was the 6usfqﬁ: of the day;'thYs_occusknnad"a
5Y;§léctidn_in_ CQLChésterL The Libe;nl cﬁndidu!g, H. A

.

Dicksvn, was no ma trh for McCurdy. Founly voters gave YFhe

Conéervative candidate a majority of 1 444 _It.upponred;'on_

the surface anyway“'that this.counLy,hﬂd_only confirmed s
N ° ')< ) « *

:allegﬁancc to "the governing party but thérb was  some

evidencée ‘that the eclectomate was becoming more unpredic-

'tablej The -two jAchdia Mines _pﬁ]ls, for éxnmp]o,. gave n

ﬁtotall of 190 votes to Dickson ’and-l?B to McCurdy - "Thisg

- A
67Thid:
N eBUsua] town vote in  fayour of the Conservative candidate but

. unusually large thls time: Stanfield -~ 1237, ‘McLellan - 431, for the
" seven Truro polls. s - S CL - ‘

R
N

GgPresndent F. B. MCCurdy and Co., “brokéragc fﬁrm' ﬁ,e]ectéd' ]91]

'M P for Hallfﬁx.



72.

;@rked thé{f{f@iutime Acaéih' Mines éveﬁ gave a Liﬁeral the
majority.

In 1920 thénl‘the Cohsehvniive hold"on thb'codﬁty would

appear t;vb% iroﬁ~anndl “Théro ware.ﬁor@ changes . in th

' ‘offﬁgg, ho@evqx; these ‘bcing part of thefregionﬁ]‘.pyo{cst‘

movémcni 6f Lhe.IQZO’S» which have céme Lo’ be'known as. the

Mﬂritimc high(s xMovemenL.?b ' For- Lﬁisv cougty jL_ hgﬂny

éhungiﬁg ﬁ}legianpeé from Conservative to Libér%lthd {hen a.
“relurn toythg traditional po]iiiqa]'roia.> '

.Tﬁe'_foots of “thé .anger‘ which Qas expréssed in the

Mn;itimc Rjgh£s Movgment‘ begﬁn'nt thé !ur5 of fhé ‘cen;u;y

with ﬁhe frustrgtiqn gver the declining political influence .

*

&'
WE

*of the region,” thé inability Lo protect Maritime ecopomic

inlerests’® and the emergence of 'a’ Canada which seemed. to
. . - N

exclude the Maritimes.73, Tt was' the economic dislocation’

which beceme evident after .the Great .War that -channelled
this« frustration into political, action.  The recession

began in the spring and summe of~19,f'207‘1 -and affecfed ¢veEy

7OE. R Forbes, Maritime Rights. - = _ .(i,\\

71 Loss of 16 seats in Qﬁe Houge‘of Comméns between 1892 ond‘1924._

721088 of control of the I.C.R.,.1917-1923.

- 73Crention of pew provinces, <Saskatchewan and Albevta, in 1906,

S with high® federal subsidies and in 1912 expansion of provipnces of.
. ] Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec; with no financial compensation for the-.
Maritimes. - : - S

i

748, R. Forbes, Qp. Cit., p. 54.

‘

G
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sector of the Maritime economy. Forty-lwa percent OT. thg
Y . T, i/\/n,/

jobs in manufacturing disappeared in the. vegion in the yenrs -

from 1920 'to 1926 and itnhas.beeﬁ ésfjmn!ed that r;ftecn to
Lwenty percgnt Qf’thé;ﬂepulntion left fhv.ranbn dqriné; lh;:
dgéé&c:75 The tptai'lﬂgﬁur_FoTce emplo&ea in o mapngﬂcturiné
in the Murilﬁmcs‘déclinvd from 46,004 in 1919 1Q'27t855‘ in
1921.76 In.Tquéé the numbers cmp]o?ed in 1manufhuinrfng
declined frOQ 1,039 in‘lggo'fp 775ﬂin-1926.77

1t wyné t AP le)et‘ﬂl'v [)ar‘t; Ql]icll. (‘A[;étz1]i zed on lll;
cmérgipg }rnslrntjdn_néd unga; ;nd &h}uh:bruc]uimcd itsell

. C
“

~to be the phrty of Mﬁ?itﬁmea}jghté in the federale ¢lection

.

of iﬂ?l;.’ll was lhey _whd promis¢d To redress the Marilime

. Sty “ L. . - N o : . - . )
grievances and - respond to+ the regiobal .complaints. The

stunning resull- of. the 1921 election ‘s evidense of  Lhe

r Lt s, i ’ . . - N . Lt
depth of feeling associated.with the sengséd of "grigvance. In
Nova ‘Scolia the Libernals - won .all  dixicen seéats. In

-
y

. - ' .. L ) . oy e '
Colchester, F.B. ‘McCurdy was deleated by'a]hcwcqmeri T,ibernl.

"Harold Putpam. . ThéL{g{ent.McCurdy majorily of only dhe yeur

. .
' o

earlier had  evaporated.?® ~ The . town vole, as usual., wons:
. . . L. ¢ . X . " -

—- ¢ 3

TSR, R,,fo?besﬂ, Asbectsy of Mariiime Regfonaiism, Canadian His -
torical Asgociation, -Historical Booklet No. 36, Ottawa, 1983, p. 18,

e e ) , R :
76E. R. Forbes, Maritime Rights, p. 63/ ° ~ -
© 7T, R. Forbes, Op..Cit., p. 209. . . ' SRS
. , . . “ o - ’ ' i’- ,“‘ .

.78 Forbes citeé‘TMéGufdy’bﬂ inability to represent the prcqjﬁﬁg‘s
interests in the government. as being the major. couse of deféat, R R.

Forbes,-Op. Cit., p. 130. L o _ . Y
’ : hd : . - N v ' . o ‘-.
‘ o ' L . o . ) . ., Lo i”’
K - . o . . . .
D . ‘ ! iy - . .
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R 'Consewyﬁtjve’bﬂl‘Lhe final ﬂal]y gaxﬁ Pufnam a mujqripy cof .

v . K . . ) FOVEEN ) ) Saa

296. . e RN

L Lo A e - .
Puthnm “was one of twenly=five Libérals to win, oul = of

cthe :thivly-one Maritime 'sedls. - Their hopes of " achieving = . .
- . e . . . . v M ) B * -

< .

“ sémething for . the Maritimers was unTorlunately dimmed  by- .
e angether political reality: the New .Liberal ‘government in’

Ot.tawn depvided, on a  much larger block . of Progrosﬁives?ﬁ
. L B X © ) . i . . . 3
. . L. ) - ) ) EEEEEL . . - . \ . ’ . .
e . elected in:Ontlario and lLhe Prairies. . . e iy Lt

-
4

e .+ 7 As. the Marilime €conomy " conlinued  lo collapse  around:
\ .. - . ) . : . . X

v A them and ‘the federal government slood unable or fnwillling Lo - -
do anything Lo remédy.. Lhe 's'iluut:i on , the .-Liberals lost

5 __' - ) . . _ . . ‘f L'

public supporl. By 1925 the ‘Conservatives hod become 1he
. S ' T : . L F

"wpnfly of}MﬁrLtﬁmovrights.'- In . the gencfﬁl election of ‘that
o ,“L _year they sﬁﬁpl,fo the.wideét"mafgin of_vicLory cver, {akingif_

a

N : - s R S : . :
e . . o S S o . R

L “ o twenlysthree of U the JQQQ}ywngng Maritime seals. ~ In Nova.
. N " - ) Ty e . . : " . 3 ) '_ i i .

P +

Stolin Lhe Conservatives took elevew of. the fourteen seats, o

g ' }in(‘:l '1:1‘(‘1 f(n‘g{.Cc).l.t‘?h_:e.s',‘t' er. .- Cc.)]n‘s_ie.rli',.at'i'_vc.:‘-_G,- T:. Ma<Nutt\Q .-ma,'j.‘or_i.iy . &1'.5'.:

‘ _ jﬁ:ﬁyéETM;‘Hf -xrckibaia Was;h- sLagééringibel], Lhé  gréatestl_.jﬁﬁ
;;i" i.f;.E;§;9f erOﬁ@édliﬁ”‘;fC;lqgésiprQ;iéétjon.”up Lo this.‘iim;;jﬂ |
;x;#ﬁv":_i“'YMé;NglL h?1h-£hé"ségt_déﬁ%ﬁlj; ,iégé-g}fhéﬁgh:ﬁis mﬁjorfti

A - . . S S . e T - o
PO : .o ~ g2 ~ s e 7y o . \ no e - ® LA
e 10 mas peduced Lo 2,008, 0 Gl et o S

f;yfleunty>y?térs, -jt!ﬁppéured}T houla:notT.be: so\gujékly

C _ gwayed by promises “made by politicdians “of either.stripe. = T
. : . ©s ~ma /Py 1CG1F : . S
BN 2 PR oo : o . S roo . R . B
o : Y "_ L. L ) - ERN ) . o : . P ) S . L " .
S They would wail . and see' before further - changes.were «made.
o PR - o o . ) . e e -t . .
. . . . Lo A B . . i ' o - _'- o . . ' o o ' N
o+ T98ee ‘Table 9 for compgrison of 1921 and 1925 votidg patternm. - = &'
\ - h_- ' 1 v " \ , R -
' ‘., 4 @ :
: Al i & o % - %,
'i- vé * .r Y
N b A
: 1 w5 o }




~ Tatamagotche

.. North River
" Lower Onslow - .
- Upper, Londpnderry . | ' . 95_

.Middle Londénderry :

.chonomy

..  Five Iglands L i
- Upper Stewiacke East . 85
" Londonderry = - T i83
“Acadia Mines < R
,Tatamagouche. West,
-Gays River e

-

-Subdivisions

* Truro. -

: 1
Ty
T 75
Table 9-°
Comparison: 'Coighcster ETegtions,_iQZ]_nﬁd j925

]

et o

RS

1

E) ..
). T 213
Clifton o

Brookfield 218

) ‘ Lower. Stewilacke . ' 77
'AMiddIL Stéwidcke - . - 83

Uppex

Kemptown . " B0

Earltown i 134

" B3
122

Waughs River

Stewiacke . ‘ 85-

"Salmon Rlver 352°

McCurdy,

218

New Annon S99

154

- .180
Lower Londnndorry B

“113

Brule . ' 99
‘Stewiacke
Totals: . ¢ ;‘”l”‘

error o .y Vo

192
T110°

218

3. -

103

180

sy

-Putnam

1568
165
-174
150
+.103-
- 131

134 -

3L

157 -

164
183
196

456

. 176
259
S29%
220

115

153
169

[ SR ——

g
127

/148’

. ¥6858

193 ..~

&

166

695 .
123
129

111 74
g7 T 80

50 0. 256
48 ©o39 ¢
168 - ©03 -
- 109 oo
160 - - 32
. 1es © o125

_ 130
196 125

232 - 86 - -

210, .

211 .- 223
1 140
oot o .89
:]'05 . 80

199 ' . ag "o
145 - .. . 58

S 109 -
~ZZQ o 88

3394

' '*Sesslonal Papers gnve total Puthﬂm as g888 wh1(h 1q typogruphlgul

99" . sali



76 .

In ‘summary 'thén; il is fair lo 5ay that Lhe great

issves Fonfronting county voters on the federal level during
N : - <

the sixly ycars {n question were Confederétion,'fhe Nationaf

*r Policy and-the Fegﬁona]‘protégt known ns-ihe'Maf}lime Rights
. =~ N " . : . « ® - -

Movemen't . 'As'haé been shown, Lhe “emotional nature of the
!867 clection ‘soop gave ‘way Lo _brnckicq] economics as
KnLi-Conf&déraLéS and Indcpehdents were 'enveloped by the

Conscrvative pdrty§ ’ This adherence Lo the: Conseruvalive.

¥

. .parly and ‘Lb the "principle .whieh kept it-1n  power, the -

Natiohul Policy, was almost wilhoutl eycep{ion,tﬁrough the

S . . . N N . .
history “of elections in Colchester. The counly also shared

in . the po]fliqnl upheaval | brbughl on 'by'{hé 'éqger"aﬁd

5

'~fﬁustrétioh which produced - -the-Maritime Riéhté movemeht.ao'

o
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i‘BOTabieﬂ]OﬂfCompiied from'Sessionaa-Pdpersfof Canada, Par]iaﬁenfary.

-;Guide,'Hélifax Morning Chrohicle =10 September, 1869;- 11 November,
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ﬂ(ﬂy Election)
11921 . H. Putnam
.1925 6T Mu_cN'utt

Table HO :

1869  AG. Archibald
(By Election)

1870 F.M. Pearson
(By Election)

~1872 . F.M.. Pearson.
1874 T, McKay
"1874 T. McKay

(By F1eot1on)
1878 T. MgKay

1881 - A.W. McLelan®
«(By. Flo(tlon)

1882 "..A.W. M(]P]nn

" 1887 ., AW  Mclelap

1887 . A.W. Mclelan

t (By Eleclion)
1888 . A.G. Arrhlbald

(By Elect:on)
1890 .‘W.A._Pﬂtferson

1896 - W.D. Dimock

1897 - F.J. McClure
(By Flortxon)

1900 S.E. Gour]ey

lgo4e' F.A. Laurence
- .

1907 . J. Stanfield

‘(BY F]ectlon) ,
l 19Q8 T, Stanflg]d
IS SR Stanfqeld->
S1917 ' F.D. McCurdy.

920 F.B. McCurdy'

"Notﬂ two controverted electlohs

Consc vative
Independent

Independent

" Tndpendeut

Tndependent

. .
Conservntive

Conservaljve

Lonservalive

Conservat ive

Conservat ive

Canservative

[

Conserval ive

- Conservative

Tiberol

Conserval ive

Liberal

Conservalive

Cow

- Conservatlive

Conservative

Conservative,
‘Conservative
‘Liberal.

e S
-fConservativa

77,

369 ¥
ase o

425 . .
J16 - §.
203 ALCG.

376, A.
a8 " cC.

135 I
G27 3
626 S
528 C

B

803 P,

: A
A

1T F

Lo79 E.
191 0 s,
298 - (.

BRSERS

L e44 s,
;Acélﬂﬁdyibn

1444 H.

296 F

1301 :.‘M.

1874 and 887 b(cauq( Ur

Federal' Elections: - Golchester, 1867 1925
| Defented
Year - F]Pcted Parly "Majority - Candidate
1867 M‘T”Tﬁﬁ““"*_”‘KﬁTT-ConF<dzlut< Ca60 AL

M: Uvﬁ#ﬂon
“
Chambesrs
F.. Blanchard
M. Pearson
G

Page

i}

.. Page:

Cummings

A, Laurence
. MceLellan
5.0, McLe | Yon

@

Eaton,
Fulton

G:Archibn]d,

0. Fletoher
. McClure
2. ).

H. Muir.

MG lure
E. Gourleyﬁ
Hill

Hin

D. MeLellan

S

A. Dickéon

Bj'HqCuEdy
B. Archibald

bribery”

G . '/\‘I‘("‘I ibald

N

Each 1ncumbent waS‘re e]ected ﬁcKay 1n 1874 and A.W.. Mglelan"1“l8é7.

™




“al the provincial level because of a Yack of any genuine

: 78.
Chapter 117
: .+ . "Not Worse Off Than Other People" .
"Provincial Polilics and Politicians in Colchestler, 1867-1925

The pattern of nftachﬁen( to, tho Conservative party nnd

.

CnnudE whiCB emergdd at - the -~ federal! level in Col(he ter "is

not so easily discernible "at the provincial level. The

receding section was -organized . on the basis of three
P rdin gy :

themes: the Naliona] Queétibn, the Nalional Policy, iand
Maritime Rights. - Thjs is .a much more difficult unde rtaklng
) oA

8

philosophical differénces- between the political parties.?
The Confederation issue was, waeucr,"crucja] "for .both

parlfcg in the. province. . The- way in~.whibh this. issue

v

unfolded and thP way ﬁn‘which 11 1nt rﬂcted wjth'the federal-

- - . o

a
’

pﬁrjy'fbr'most 6 Lho sixtyyyenns of this,ctudy ‘ﬂll action
) N I . . ST '.‘__-a".. . - . L = > h
n-the polltirnl slagp . was_played’ agaln st a baokdrop :of

e R . . > -

. /1

genera] . tson of 19?0 when~ elemenls of c!ass played an

1mportanf pnrt “in fhp result not on]y 1n Colchesperi‘but in”

LR . T Ta ] . . ~ .
“thenproyfnce ﬂqua”thlﬁ..’=3'f T e @
L L o . . , . 4 ) .' . . .
. e S T : vt e g

‘3See J M Begk Coveznmenf of Nova Scotla Unlverslty of Torgntoi

Press, Toronto 1957 P 1“6 "J. W P Lo Co

T R el

v ,.“» »

?Hls homa wag Fo?ly Vlllage ”abg@t’fibg miies frqh'-McLélapfs:lih 

gscene dotvrm)ncd that Nova'S(ni1a wou]d be domlnnted by~ one "

llibequﬁgmj he'on1v unuqua] w?1nkle t'n *he fabrlc bélng the T




. "+ . The emotion.surrounding the - Nation@l Question ats the L

federhlAAevelaln 1867 pervédea the provincial scenc as well

X and the VOCJFerous nﬁture~ of  the federal Cﬂmpéign waa .
matched blow -~ for . blow by the locals. + Colchester  had
r * . = . - ) . . : : .
! conlributed an 1n11u cutial :Fedcna]-'polificinn to the !
. . . - -
AntiﬁConfederqlion moVement in_tLhe person of -A. W. McLelan. -
. \ U : . A *'
: . : Mclelan's equivalent at the provincial level was T., F.
v ' i C ‘ \\
) 'Morti soN. Like Mglelan, he was a wmaripoér.  Like Mclelan, .
= L . 3. . ‘ . L. . o i
- his power base was along .Lhe Cbbequid‘ShOre:%- Like Mclelan), !
: he -had  been a Membher of the'chisﬂutiwb. Assembly  before o
" .Confederation. Like McLe}an, he was a powerful ~speakcr.?
. T Like Mcleltan, his c¢leclion in 1867 as M. L.A. for “Colehestler '
R . . . o . N -7 . o ¥ " -
o was a foregonc coq<lu sion by ther lime.lhe ballols were - cosl
AT . on Septembe# 18hh&\,_' Moo T - -
“. A . R - ‘ . . ﬁ' - S
S Mqrrjson”s'urunﬁi’g mnto Fdr Lhe} Nova, hcotna purly in
. . . . . . ¥ ’ \ ‘. o ) ’ ’
_ ,"1867 w&s Truwo merchaut Wobert .(}han_\b_crsj Chambe‘-\-hy his
o .;own\udm1s ton, ~.Qas n912 Lhe.forventhpﬂllilf“’ bv}“% L hat
[‘ ‘ U . s - \<.A‘ ) ‘ - \1‘ o -. SO L oo T R oL
BRI Morri son wﬂs;but,he-wab.oppdsed'to.the'propnch"fundemznt&l .
- ‘ . . N /‘,‘;. ".,<g 3\‘ . Lo ,v Y
L ”-«hanges whtch certnin pa rti e havﬁ ulLPmptod Lo makc‘in‘ _our
' N T ) ) MR A NN B P
. . N . o . x 1 : . 4 . o .
fﬁ n ' pnst)tut\on whiphd “qf ho@ arrcqted muy onlall grogt 0v11w.q, ’
.., N .« g. . C e . " R <, ) ,-"‘ “1‘ v : . o
. upon U51 béyond‘our7ﬁ¢yer to amcnd.,..ﬂfg‘ | i '
N . o o . < N ) AT R . . :-_‘ ‘( N . . . X o \.
B . l ; £ . - N - ;\ i o . L
) PO g, . P B . ( N R "
v " - 3Hts siylc of oratory hhd ongnod h}m thp n]vkname ”Roll;ng Bll]oWb "
< . Fletcher s - I S Tt u‘ s 'ﬂ”'wul‘ . n
e e e T T . I, R T N
e . See hxs opcn ]etter addrcqqed to the O]v('nrb of Co]thxqtzr :
o the New Glaégow Eastern Fhronl IQ,\B Junp 1867 S . .
¢ D . S\Tb d ! . “’ X .- :\ . . \ ;él‘:‘ . ~
= . Nele PO A N
v N . " . -"_.' : A B \"- 0. i
. - N Ty o K o O
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“for the Antlis.

» Town of Trure, Confederate; the rural . county arcas, particu-

B0.

*

.

The . Confederates in Ahd counly - were vrepresented by

Sﬂmuci rettie -and Wil]fﬂm McKim. 1t was theif task Lo _ show

the benefils of Confederation.

] R - . . L ) : S . ) ' -
Since Lhe arguments for and against Confederation were.

set oul in the Tfederal wccltion of {hisi paper, i1l would be

redundant 40‘rgpﬁﬂl them hore. ‘Evidence suggesls thal o all
federal bfguhenls were echoed by the‘loéd] candjdﬂléﬁ_heforc

the election in Svple@berd‘]867,.and afler.s

. ) . o o,
" The . .electors of the counly  elected Movrrvisen and

Chambers Lo represent Lh‘i in the local house. They Jjoined

”ihiyty~rouv other AQ}iwanfederaLes in Lhe thirty-eight seél_

'Housq. CPoll by poll resulls of 1this. c¢lection are nol

b ot . . T 4 { Lt K b4 .
available”?  bhut the final  tally shoUéd-comforlab]e leads

.+ IMorrison - 1630 o
’ Chambers - 1622 - _ - N
RetUidg™) ~ - 1311 - . ' RS

 McKim - 11638 . .

&

It may Ve reasonably surmised tha{ the voting . palfewrn’ =~

was similar to that of lﬁe'federalx Qlectibn; thf is;?"the;:

iér]y the'Cbbequid shdrc, Anti-Confederate." ir _‘ . '{

4

o . s

A

. 6See’ Néw Glasgow - Eastern Chronicle, 8 June, 30 June, 1867, and

"Debales and Proceedings of Nova Scotia House of Assembly for speeches by
‘Morrisen end. Chambers, 1868, pp. 66-75, pp. 96-99, pp. 109-110, pp..
239 243, AR o . C : . _

1

3

s

. . ) i . "A ) H ]
v+ T7Not at P.AN.S. or givep-in any newspaper.
o AL - e

".‘,; _'BHaIiféx'Msrﬁinnghfohicle,‘2I-Séptembei 1867. ¢ '
. .o o * U c AR R ')
:‘.“ ) ’ : \-'...".:» . .- e ] o . . .'r .,-\,:‘
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Repeal sentiment was

s frnm-Co]chester.

people were willing to giv

before condemning it. T

AdvertHA er, 1 Febrgany 18

qomé people oyed the futur

~

suffering bocausc of the u

1t méy,'or it ma
~Canada will ~make
.dLPFLS sioen of bus ines
To be owing to the Ac
-will enable us, il no
b)a ed sight, to see
whether or not the
good. * As ~we have sa
certainly nol worse
o even half so bad. S Wh
so7"e )

The i1ssue of

meeling held in, Lhclfturo

r

where a "large number of i

the same

By .

L
strong at least in lhe two cager
There were, indications that  some
e Confederation a chanre Lo - "work

*

he " Mirror and Colghester

County

68, not erd" t.h_o which

e, and the

anxilety with
prediclions of future

though :

>

uion. IL went on to say,

wilh
‘pPresent

¥ not be that the 'union..
us ‘suffer. . The
s,'or.oouﬁscu s said by mnny

L. However, Lrue. ceflection-’

I " Jooking on aflfairs with n
that it is too soon to tell
union shall bLe for our own - .
itd - in a late ltssue, we care
off Lhan - olher
at ‘can .posdibly make us

people; - nol
‘think

paper a weck later rvccorded  the

Courl House ' on Lhe 7IHKQF,FQbrunr§

Cmel Mto

.

nhabitants of this county

s

coﬁsidgr‘whé feasibility of diésd]viug the union of Nova
chtié_witb the Canédas“.lu A reéolutiun;ﬂns bnsﬁcd'"which
‘ianructed “the reprcsontat1v0“ of the ipédp]c of Nova
Scotia" to seek ﬁeﬁeal of the U.N.A. Act. ’
9M1rror & Colohester County - Advorther ]{Fcbruury:]BBB. -
*Oerror & Colchester County Aﬂvert r, 8 February }868. '
# . . , e . . .
llIbld : ' ’
- ’?See Debates ._and Proceedlngs of Nova S(otxn Houqv of Asgquly“
, 1868, PP, 67~ 74 96 -98, ]08 110, 239~ 243 Lot S e
L f i 4 ’U r: B - T . ‘ é.w “
.o, . ’ ? * 5 Y “f
£ ) - ’ 4 a .

AN
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An editorial tn  the same issued concluded: "Repeal!

.
N .

Yes, if  the people can, we' say repeal if the province

«

wishes. But ~ when the —question of disloyalty  comes up we

shout, "Nu Surrender":!?1: T K o
o . . . . . A . .T ) | .
Speechs by Morrison® and -~Chambers -<in  the House of -

Asgembly in 1868 were - vitriolice!? in Lheir condemnation of

the terms of  gnion, its method .of dimplementation, and “Lhe

.men who‘mﬁde"fl“pbssib]e.‘3 ;Morrjson was emphatic:
' Mr. Speaker, we are asking' Lthe Commons of
England to: repeal thi's Act because it has- ‘cteated
a feeling of distrust in the breast of "avery Nova
Scotian, -and by . repealing-.it they  will.show . the
wor'ld that they are willing o, do. justice.lo+ the
“meanest subject who . ¢an  show a Jcauses ‘of  just
“complaint. If. our request.be gTahtcd'our people:
will bclp@nreﬁble and contented. .1t is because
.. t they wish to rema1h peaceable and conteqtcd within-
) the British Domlnlon lthat we ask for Repealand we
o . will dontinue Lo ask until 11 15 'granted. T .want
' ’ ‘Lo see every.man .on these benche vQ13ug for these
Resolutions = helping to restorcathe Conebltutxonf
0 of this' country... T want etvery’ man. in thl
Assembly and every man’. throughout the length ' and
breadth of Ndva Scotia Lo feel: -qs"Warmly‘aand‘
~enapnestly on Lthel subject as 1 feel for 1If 1 tell:

you that ~"if I had & thousawd- voice, _ yea (ten.'
thousand voices and cou]d raise thew u]l,*I would

‘shoul, .. Repeal!  Repealt!" HREPEAL!I!',  now and
forever. 14 s . - . .

' ’:Chambérg 'wuslnconfidenl, -loq, that mosl:Nova Scotians
L . “‘3Adamq (e Archlb&Td in pﬂr,Aculﬂr was Morrxson s target. - Seé
: ‘ . Debntvs and Proceedlngs of Nova Scotia  Houge. of ASSmely 1868 p.  73.

'"

- Colchester eléctors ¥'in their majesty rode to the dlfflcullzes of . the
. hour" and succeeded in this "noble and a mlghty v1ptory over Arrhxba]d'

. . 'fgi}h gll his polltlca] oxpertlse and "1nfluence
- .o - . N ‘ - ce - - . \
S . \ﬂMorriSOU in Debates and Proceedjngg,_l&GB,‘p. 74




. . .
¥
P v . .
: , <o . 83,
‘g\,x: ) . ' o 1. ‘ : -
. £ . : .
. were opposed to unign with Canada:’ '
‘Wherevef L weé look over lhc'.fuﬁg. of this -
country, we gee opposition to the union. Farmers, .
fishermen, méchanics are all opposed to it, and
) . demand tepeal. The majority of the bankers and__
L - | capitalis'ts’ also entertain the same opinions’ -
o This * feeling originated - amgng the penis‘ll*
oo - themselves and - -has not been _stimulated by .

politicans as certain ., gentlemen would have us
believe. "It.is the duty of.every patriotic Nova
Scotian to oppose this union.!?, T

.

There was oné issue which was raised by Chambers which

qunjd_eventual]y~sp]it'{ho Anti-Confederates as it.did. The

political alignment betlween - himsell -and Morrison.. ' The
‘divisive' issue concerrned fhe best way to achieve their gonl

— - of -repeal. If constitutional mecans. was to be the means of
LA o . pratests, how far could il be garried?!® . - . -
: R ol T Lo i .

U ‘ Of course, all of this'orcuﬁnd‘hcfnré'thv impraclical

Cily of repeal " had “been demgnstraled by réfusal of the

N ¢

.Imperial government Lo reverse its decistion:” Tt swas in. the-

winter of 1869 .m,eﬁ the :']_éad.ing, federal 'Anti«cOh'f(;'<1(::x-({t.<f§
- l{How;lénd A:.W:. Mchélan mnde:ihe dea}.'for‘hc{{vr«tarms féﬁ
Nova Sc;iia (andlthemge]géé, %{ _qu'SﬂjH). whgn.ffi became -
dﬂ;?gﬁgftﬁéthrgpéélFﬁpuid nﬁt Le ach}&ﬁédeggzﬂTﬁe 3bj¢c£ivé
h Pf al) the’ Anti~Confeder;L¢S'wa5 to ;slﬁy-iﬁ office Dby any |

means possible.17 This ‘occasioned o falling ' -out between

e

LI 4

'5Chambers in Debates and Procgedings,‘1868, p: 1o - ) o g,Nﬂw .........

;"b-- L. B . .. '8Chambers in Debates and‘PfoceedIngs, 1868, pf 243.

17J.“MJ'Beck,'Gbﬁefqméﬁi-pf'NoQa Scotia, p. 154.



the two Colcheater members. In a public forum, thé‘

'Lpgislative Assembly, Chambers accused Morrison of political_.

‘pglléborngiQn-thh A..Q._“Mche]an and éthér Confederates In
\Colcsestf}:la Chﬁmbefénhimsg]f rcmuiﬁed n'stninch repealeér.
He even cohiest&d ih@ .fedérgl Qy-elegtipniin Co1éhesteg -jn
TABTQ mn‘:tge sanXution ticket;_Aopposing~“thé designated

v

candidate avd choice. of Antis and- Confederates, © F. M.

ﬁcnrsén.lﬁ_ Pedrson_pqlled 1672 Qo}es; Chambers polled 268,

5w

The next year Chambers could say:

[ have no more favourable opinion of Confed-
‘eration than formerly; bBut ‘now that the .govern-—
meovl, the leswders of the party and a gheal many ot .
.the people of Colchester .have accepted the situ-
ation, i,consider-;that I‘may as well forego the
old principles and go upon expediency.?0 .

A ¢

Principles or expediency nolwithstanding, Chambers did

not contest ihe provincial general e}gctién_of 1871,~--Tﬁi§

“time the compromises were made and agreed ~ upon before ‘elec-

v -

‘Nova Scotia, ‘Morrison maintained he was the most rabid of all Antis and

: '{ " urged Nova Scotians'. never to  wsccept -the situstion. = Debates .end
R . Proceedings, 16 March 1871, pp. 218-226. ° ’ : ' ’
) '/‘f ° - _:'- . 3 " . N ) . - ) . - T .
e - ’®See G. K. Pryke, Nova Scotia_and Confederation, 1864-1870, Ph.D.

Thesis{‘nge University, 1962;'p. 284, -

B

'

?ochambersf,pebéteéband Proceediﬁg§,’]6'Maréh,1871;.p. 2241

tion day. Theré:fwas‘no Jelection in .Coichester.‘ - The two

'8After an impassionéd speech by Morrison denouncing the- injustice
of Confederation and unpatriotic Nova ' Scotians who causeéd the death of -



~ v

<

- f -Az?q.,M.‘Beck,'Goyernmenﬁ¢gi_Novqn§potia, p. 164 > E '

P

85 .

. . C
" . . N . . .

. R : ‘ .
candidates were elected by acclamation: T. "F. Mofrison and
. . . g O
- N i

Samuel Rettice.2! ) _ L .
. - N . .o o

As has becen obserd¥ed ‘al the federal level, (he fire and
§ : " i . - '

passion surrounding the Natiqna]-Questi?n dissipated . foirly

. 4

rapidly as the county volers
effect of Lhe 187) election on the AnliIConféderﬂtos:in ihé

province was lo eliminale five of thotsovcn oxlremisls . 27

.An even more  significant change in  the . Anti-Confederate

movemen!l in Nova, Scotia occured as a resultt of lhp &Hungn of

N -
.

‘accepled the situalion', The'

government. in Ottawn in 1873. Unlike the Confederntes who
. N . , N v o' - . B

~

& immediately became -a provincial -extension ,of - the Cedernl

Y

Conservatives, the Anli-Confederates.had no such opportunity

“1o share in the victeries or promigses of success and patron-

- .
N

agé,.l This-opporlunity presented itself -when MaocKenzie's

Liberals® formed the government and  won Lhe subsequent
. . -~ . . . . ' ’

eléclion.A After this, - the 'Anbi*ConTedérntus"éou]d become

N
- L1

{hé.provincial wing of the fedprﬁl'purty, This Qus fn

*®

important change. and some " belicve - il was a .major step:

N N v N

>

toward the acceptance of Confedération by Nova Scolin,??

> s R . X 5
. . . .

. 21 The Mor?ison~ﬁettie Compromise  was given  scathing critic¢ism by
the Halifax Morning Chroniclé, 6 May 1871, and the Acadian Recorder, 8
May 1871. See also Morrison’s explanalion in ﬂgbﬂjgﬁ#ﬂgﬂLwREQE£Sﬂi§ﬂ§’
2) March 1872, p. 136. ! -

- »

«
s f

v

. 23C. Howell,. Repeal, Reciprbcity and Commerciﬁl'-Upion in_Nova
Scotian Politics, 1886-1887, M A. Thesis, Dalhousie University, 1967,

Iy a

p. 6.

<

Pl ’ '

oo
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Thias fina) gubﬁerkence waé siéqificant,_toé,-xin thb sensé
h lLhat it ;bantfnn‘ond Lo, the one big issue:ihgi d1v1dod the

Confederates and the. Antis.

“could candidly:-

remark

,

Bhere _is nof,’npr can (hPTC be, any policy
‘dividing the people as far as local matters are
concapned. The. policy of Lhe opposllion will be
to. struggle by every means....lLo  reach ‘the”
. . Treasu¥ery "~ benches and _the policy of  Lhe
-t i government will be to .che (kmate Athem, and vetain -
.. ‘.. . the place and - power ,lhey hold. * A change of
" goveroment in Nova Scolia, nowadays, would only
menn changing the officials  in.sowme four or dfive
, . heads of departments... . Hereafter the - local
' elections will turn. -on purely local matters. 24
o .Qolchestgr’o]ootors showed .8 de<1ded ConsPrvatva piés
\“\ .in he Qrovicinl OICthon of 1874 25 The Con ervatlch “dad -
“field 1wo txong Candldateq in IW.,A..PattersQn (farmer .and

lumheu\mérchgnﬁ

of\ihe Méfchénﬁs Bank of

Dickic gornered votes ino

might Bq'.queslibnablé,56

port in the Stewiackes was

from rntﬂmngouch )} a'nd J.*H;
}quiﬁax in
arecas "of. the

Truro suppozt was massive.

Recorder
TN

SN

By 1876 the Acadian .

Diclkic (manager:

Trqﬁo).‘ Patterson and

county wbere .support

" 'Sup=-,

?“Acadxan Recorder

"9 May" 1876

unuquﬂlly good. The Gonsérvgtivp
-
quoted in J. M. Beck, Government of

Nova va_Scotia, p. 156

25]874 ‘was one of those rare
N elpctlons occured in the same year,
T. MCKay was elected for Co]chester
fact. . :
... ?6See Table 1, - Election,
December 1874. . o

L] . e

J

years when federal and prov;noxal
Federally the nominally independent
- He supported the Conservalives in

v

1874.

. Halifax Mbrninglchroniclc, 21

.

K\Q
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- Table 1

- _P-r.-ovin,cit.}] Election ,_Colchester 1874

Palterson  Dickie Pulnam  Mobyison’

Tewro. L a8 270 153 96
TChflon. Lt o T e % 57:- S oar)
LOWgr'Sl;Qincké.{.:.:.l ........ _..: e 98 0. o
Pppe} Stewincke, . ....... L L 127 . 1123' ". 79 - 73
‘ﬁékth River.. ..o BREE T R 1!
Lplwer_;)n‘s]onf. Ny ...... . A ¥ l“ 52 ‘ ?AXQ:\‘ o 58
Barltown. ... f'.f{...L......“A51 131 i taz _éé S a2

" New Anmﬁn..._....‘;.,..'....’..“._.‘4‘;'...:‘ <100 _I Cog3 5 - 53
Waughs River. . .... A...,..:..:.:.: 112 104 _‘ 71 77
Tateamagouche ... o7 147 36 oAb
chefl..,:u.:..:..:..if.,.‘: ..... 107 __‘ - 102' 145 8 | 1?5.
borfaPiqué.t....u...:.:.’ ..... L 95 ™ 10) ﬂ:', iB} *‘j§G 
Economy. . ... . L L ‘~_;... a7 . wo 65 ) 0
, .Ke!r;PLo,wn..- ....... SR B “1'30. ‘ | ’H B >,]5~ 13
AFivef]siandg.@/_:.; ...... L ':Magg N R Coa T a

Middle Stewi acke. .. .. ... .. PN - S | B (¢

Total: o 1718 aes8 1196 1052
..
Loe s Co v
f ' ’ ‘ i ' a
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majority in Upper Stewiocke s  suvrpriging congidering the
consislent Aéli‘Cnnsprvn(ivv vote fhdernlly in this nren.
Dickie may have had relalives by marriage here. His first
K ’ . - e . . v . ’ - . N
"wile was a Pulnam from Sloewincket Support in the¢ northern’
: ’ ' ° ' . ’ ’ ' . - .

areas of the c¢ountly would rveflect . the popularily af

. : . . N I LV “‘ - ’
Patterson in his  howe district.d Enyltownt .was strong
- ) _ . 7 - . R .

Conservalive anyway but the " vole was overwh®iming. N w”
“Annan-.and Talamagouche ™ were-strong Pallersan and Dickie’s
Waughs River less sol’ The Cobequid Shore ol " Lhe “county
showed Lhe strength of  puasl Liberal vigtories. Debertl

Porlapiquer and  Economy vemained JYoyal, YLiberal Morrison
. i _ _ C :
‘pi<rkir1g up  his greatest _support in  his. home <districl -af

Porlapique. The result overall meganl the end of Morrison's

. bolitical careersas an clected poltitican.™7
s . B .

’ g

o
I §
B Y he
7 \

A

. o 3

. '\ R - Ny . ) i ot ) o
po}nk_df Vidw that 1t was one of Zthe few ocpansions in-: the
' VR - e . . . - . o ‘

history of Nova Scolia when the Cnnﬁervativvslﬁwrp “clected

willh a majofily. This was the only iimv'FrnmflRﬂ? to 1925

that the Nova Scolia elecviorale was willing 1o trus! thie
Conscervalives, the reason no

~ .

~caused by the world depression whd'hy the impoverishment - of

.. 3 -

the provincial Treasury. This Congervative telictory in 1578

- . . . . ..

o ; : - o ,..;- _ .
O 27T'RE1Ying Billows"  Morrison Wos appointed” to the Legislative
Council in 1876 and remained a’'member until his donth. He was appointed
. to the Executive Council in 1882 and was'a membey until hisg- death. He:
“died in 1886. .- -\ . B _ o
' ’ ’ ' V ’ ) » [ ) V l
B AT \ 5 ,

provincial eJectioh_of-lB?B was important from the

doubl. ' beinyg the cconomic crisis

et
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wan a ones,term governmend. Colchester’'s elecled M.L.A. g,

W. A. Patterson.and Wm. Blatr 28 were on the government side

-

_of the House, alt lcasl. . o , S W
- The. provincial = Liberals were ‘relurned in 1882\
1 : [ ’ A ~ . . TR
Palterson and Blorr were re-—elected for .\ Colchester,

‘defent i n g Liberals S. D. Maclellan B zjn'd_ W. H. ~Cu1t ]v"rd , with

i(-:{s c_-ofn"’i neing majorilties. Blairv 1:30] Led }’IVSQ.,. . I’at.(erl‘s%o.n
1191, fv]uc],o]’lnn, 1377, .ar;‘d (.Juil(_l 4234. "‘An. Indﬁ_pchdénl in Lhe
[:'rlrts<l‘>r1 (‘)(‘ S. Re[tie-f’g also é‘opleét‘eci this’_n]e(".tti-on, . ara-'wing.
418 \.r<)!(*S.A'

The's provineral election of 1886 has been !(Tn]led thé
MRepeal Eleegdtion”.
Fielding used the ¢lection of ‘that year Lo try. and gck.vsomp
new Tfinancial avvangements with the ‘Tederal government , A

. . . . .

so-cnlled "better terms”  of Con‘fo('_lorntit)n.“.“_ All the ' Ql.(l

arguments of the Confedéralion debptes were .presénted to the .

. . . - ) \ . ’ Co
Nova Scolia electorate in a short compaign (the Legislature

was dissolvéd on May 21st; lhe election day }&ps June 15th).
. e ; . .

- . i
- e /

ot LN

: - , - / ‘ .
29J. B. Dickie -did not rve-offer. Wm. Blair wds a popular farmer,
- J. P. and'Col. of the 78th Highlanders. - See'™glso Colchester Sun,. 11

L3

wéwSthcmﬁéu'§1878, "Nomination .Day in Truro" ngeches by federaland

provincinl candidal es f‘or.eiect'ion. - Also, Co]ches_t}:r_ Sun, 18 Sephrag;bcr’,
- 1878, "Viclory". ’ c _— ' ~ o _

— -
R

29Colchester M.V A., 1871-1874, ‘

* 30See Colin Howell, ‘Repéal,uReciprocity and - Commercia)l Union “.in -

Nova Scotian Politics, 1886-1887, M.A. Thesis, Dalhousie University,

- -1967. - Also, Phyllis Blakeley, -"The Repeal Election of =~ 1886",.

Gollections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, Vol..26, 1945.

«

in Nova .Scolia, ~Liberal Premier W. §. -

the .
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.{he Nalional Policy.

as Lhe 1867,Chﬁpmign.

.

The' 'two Anti-Confederation eleclions qf f867‘ﬁnd 1886 musit

be secen ns being slightly differenl; though: Seceasion (tom

‘Canadm“wns a veal .possibility in the, eavtier one. ™ By -~ FA8BG

¥ 4

chances of gecesston were rempotoe. ) L ' -
¥ ' . ) )
; .

. Repeal was the stated Liberal intention us the campaign

e e

progresscede The Conservatives detfended Confederation and
l. : ! ¢ s

i \ . . .
In Colchester, W. A. Patlerson re- offered for the Con

-

servatiaves., = His running mate was  Trure lYawyer S, k.
. b v . -
Gourley. The Liberals offered o ‘similar team, One  waos,

1
.

- merchanl  George Clarke . who, like Pattlcrson, waos (rdm
Tatamagouche. The second ‘Liberal  candidale " wns  ¥F. A
~ . D ] : : 2

Laurence?? - who was, like Gourley, a prominenl Truro Jawyer, .

Clarvke and.Laurepce were amorg Lhe Liberdls olected in

. ,

the twenty-cight saat sweep of the 'prdyjnvc_ For . Col

chesler, the attraction -of repeal scemed perbaps as powerful

LY

A Coﬁpﬂ}ison.of the reswlits  of the 1882 election and
the 'repea]--eieclion of 1886 is uscful to show where the
P R : : .

repeal siréngth in the county iﬂy {(Table 2937 °

t

31C. Howell, Op. Cit:, p. 10.

( NESUREE \ : ,
. %2A Repealer from earlier times. . He was Secrctary of Lhe' Repenl
Meeting, held -in Truro and reported -in the Mirror & Colchester County
Advertiser, 8 February 1868. o » T

337ghle 2 — Compiled from Halifax Morming Chronicle. 22 June 1882,

Land'Jbub als of Nova Scotia House of Assembly, .1887. the 1886 .c]eCTionl

was the | first provincial election in which ~official results were =
puiblishdd in the Journals. : - S
. ~ -

\“\ X . ) : . ‘7\\ .
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Table 2 - !

Colchésier Eleclions, 1882 and 1886

i3

Be

21882

9. -

o : 1886

. {//’\\\: 3} P M G R C I r _1\!G

. . a a u e | a a | o

B u t NN 1 oA u 1t 7 u

Do t L+ 1 ¢t o r o

o e ¢ d i ok e ¢ B

o 1 el e 1 oon r. e

- T : OB v’

o oo ! o e I o o

n .on ¢ i on-

Truro Polls . 199 1 190 106 1 64 ?.‘57 11145 1 166 ; 280 . 286
clifton L7240 687: 64 0 41 40 4. 85 T 97 .84 1 82 !

- Brookfield

70 .

v 48

73

80

L 97 .

Lr. Slewiacke

D60

63 . -90 ;135

121

D122

54

56

Mid, Stewiacke
Up. Stewiacke

CAT7

L. 4B

42 % 51 i 55

116 . 100

163

11782

11484 11494 11377

__(Eost -8 West): . 38 , " : 178 101 -
. Salmon River B2 Bl L B0 36 43 1 76 81, 75 73
" Kemptown V26,0 02000 12 ¢ 1) b X5 iv 21 4 A8 4 42 1 407
"Earltown 4 94,1102 ¢ 38 :-°43 . .27 i: 106 : 81 ! 93 : -84 :
Waughs River 91 s 115 B9 77t B 170 ;123 93 !~ 68 |
Tatamagouche 86 115 1 59 ¢ 50 i 12 7161 1 102 1 101°: -*69 !
New Annman " 1 48 {63 1" 73,1 70 1. 18 i} 146 1.126 i AT 34
North River L .164 ) 123 7 43 & 320 25 :: 108 ; 113 0 110 % 105
Onslow ! 78 1. 79 61.:r 43 .37 i 89 :°90 i 67 ! 58
Up. Londonderry ! @b . 73 ' 76 . 70 : 21 ;: 105 : 105 -7 82 . 178
Great Village '~ 48 .t 44 : 110 ¢ 85 - —== 38 w——t ) Seemtl ose e
"Mid. Londonderry! ——w i =ww=e) o= ) ——— 1 ——— 1120 ¢+ J11 | B7 i .82
Lr. Londonderry ) 44! 41 :°100,: 91 :..8 i1 103 : 96 : 49.. 6]
Beonomy ~ ..° . . "49; 48 : 93 : 80 : .3 :: 79 : 76 : 60 61 !
Five Islands ! 33 :.30 ¢ 73 65 . 7 i1 T3 69 ! 35 i 38
Acadin Mines 101.0.304 ¢ 249 : 38 . 6 ;i 55 1 48 1150 : 154
Totals 11239 ! 448 12053 11938 11700

E‘_k“!
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As could be expecled, lLhe 1886 polls favouring Conscre -

. . : : . e

. vative protectionism are those with manufacluring or indus
.t : N ) o N . ; .
‘trial interests: '~ Truro and Acadia Mines. The Stewinckes

ljculﬂrT§-Upper, Spewiackg¥ Earllown volers favnuréd the

northern county candidates, Clarke and Dallerson)-but the

Wayghs River volers, gd(é Lhedir supporl Lo the Lwo - tibvrnlb,
Tnlmngoubhé volars gave villager Clarke Lhe-greatest. tally,

. with the other local candidale Patlerson vefeiving only one
vote less,than sedond-place Laurence.. " The strength ofi the

Repealers show slrongly. when the Cobequid . Share polls  aie

Cexamined. The Liberals did well Trom Onslow lo Five
‘Tslands.

y . . N .. PR B “w -

L " "The voters thal chose Lhe Liberals and  Repeal in thes

. )
provincial élection of 1886 were jusl as decisive Lhe  next

v vear federally. In 1887 A, W Mclelan -wﬂs-_u]&clvdv in

o Cdldhest&r.

a result of fthat .federal eleclion, was the excusce used by

—;Eisﬂiii/ﬁ}d{ding fov.nol:-acting.oq'thc Repeﬁl resolutions.

.~ The voters, he said, . had changed UlLheir minds on Repeal.

.

The 1886 electioﬁwwas'the beginning of a twenty-year S reigh

s

RN for‘céunty'hibernls, Clarke and ‘Ladrence were re.c¢lecled

i . . &

’
oo . . - N

Jaglected twice, in fact. " The first -election was _controvertéd
"(bribery). A second electi&h.confirm¢d MclLelan’'s clection.

A . [

revealed lheir “Anli-Conservalive nature -very well, poar--

)
o
- ,}
‘RN . ' . T
; .

*U,The.cdnservative majority in the province, as °
o g i X .

- in . 1890, . defeating longétimé ‘candidafg_wa'Aﬁ Pattierson and:

e




fsrael Longworth, prominenl lawyer and'fqerr.Truroﬂmayor.

e

T Truro mayor, R.UJ Turner.

I35

-

Tn 1894, F. A. Laurence agdid’représanted the Liberals,

with 'Stowiacke Lumbc%‘- baron '<A]fred Diékiel .. The

Conservatives [ielded -Tsrael- Longworth again' -and popular.

N .
i

Truro newspaper. editor (Truro Daily News and Truro  Weekly)

W. D. Dimock.  Laurente and Dimock were elecled. "Dimock’ s

- . \-

"election ‘was the first vicltory for the coubty Conservalives

since 1882 but it was tainted somewhal. Tt was controverled

v

and, re -run in 1895, Dimock < was copfinmed,- but his stay dn

provicial politics was-shorai He resigned in® 1896 to ‘run a

SU(((; sful - (ederal campnigh.?ﬁ ] In the probinqié]

by:olunlion'whivh rnsnllwd, Ilborﬂl Firmao McClure defeated

~ - O VO Y J—

“ 1o the provincial election of 1897.lhe Liberalq ‘were

”

represented by @ncumﬁqn[ﬁ F. 'A. Lourdnce and alfred Dickie

who bhad run unsuccessfully in_ 1894, w. D. Dimock ran

7pf0v1qﬁia)ly again uléng"witﬁ,nOolbhestqr "Lumber King" and

Pnlcrprl sing entr(prchUt T. G. McMullen. The' town favoured

. ~ . ‘ N . .
Dimock and McMu]]en.(bickié = 287, Dimock -~ 511, TLaurence -
350, " McMullen = 6570) as- did .Acadia Mines {(Dickie ~ 53, .

75@onqervnt1ve newspaper Colchester Sun, 7 May 1890, -decried the

Ltberﬂl mismapagement of the economy, misuse of money, etc. and urged

vo(ers to- throw F1e1d1ng out of offlce - ‘ ‘ L
aﬁblmcck s.fqderal electin ‘in 1896 was Controverted ‘too. He did
not re- offer " for the by~election .in 1897, - the party’s colors} be1ﬁg_
carried’ by Truro Doctor D. "H. Muir. ‘The federal by- eJectlon was won by .
leeral farmer McClure by twelve votes o -

e N e
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v T
_Dimock - 162, Laurence - 65, McMullen - 153), but <t he “county
— _' arens (like Eéohﬁmyi for example: Digkic - 104, Dimock

-~

63, Laurence - 102, -MéMullen - 58) offset mogl. of “{he
Conservative advanltage. “Final tallies ghvw mnjori!iﬁé'lu T
‘ ) ﬁ ’ v ' . ’ . '

. McMullen and .F. A. Laurence.
[ ' . L :

There was a new element inlroduced into county politicas

"for the prévincial‘LeJcrlioﬁ_Qf 1901 in that both partias

"

fielded candidates that could "be considered “bufsidvrs Lo

county politics. F. A. Laurence re-offered for the Liberals
. ' . s -_ : , . . . -

but be was., joined by industrialist-promoler—-lawyer, HB. F.
Pearson. Tt is true Pecavson had a cpunly connection [he wna

--hérn al- Masstown, son of merchant and formdér Colchesler M. P

Ff“J“‘ﬁ=‘" 1  (]870 ]874),.F. M. Pearson] but by lhis time he wus an‘

industrialist known far-beyond Lhé horders of Colchesler 7
“The Conservalive slate offered newcomer Truro merchant A, S

Brack‘uﬁd, from Halifex, J. F. Stairs: In his dorporate:’

°
+

accbmplishment'§tairé compared favourably with B. F. Pearson

o~

bul he was described Dby ‘Lhe I£¥xp Dajly News simply os

o~

. 37Born in Masstown, 1855; - educated Pictou Academy' ol Nalhousie;
lawyer 1in Halifax (Eeﬁ?yoh_ & Covert): Cily Alderman 1884-1890 - ;
‘orgenized Nova Scotiam Telephone Co., 1887, with H..M. Whitney!- vrganized
Dominion Coal Co., 1893; organized Halifax Electric Tram Co., 1895;
promoter and director’ -of sMidland Railway - Co., . 1898; -qrganized New
‘Brunswick Petroleum Co., - 1899; organized West Indies Electric Co.,-
Trinided. Electric Co., Demerara Electric Co., Sao Paulo Light and -Power,
Mexican Northern Power Co., 1899; -organized Tape Breton Electric Co.,
.1902; later " director of Dominion Atlantic¢ -Railway Co. and -Canadian
. Atlantic Steamship Co. See Truro Dailx Newg;” 26 December 1906, and 1
. Februdgry 1912, and The '-First 200 Years - History of Erskine United
Church Congregatioh; Glenhome, Lance]ot-P{ess, 1974 . ’ .

o
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- 3

"capitaligt" .38 ‘The elecdlion was: close wi%h‘;the tradi-
tionnl pattern - Conseryalive, Truro, Acadia Mines and some

-smaller &nclaves like Eérltownf,Kemptowﬁ and Brookfield; the

!

ncs}-of Lhe-connt§. Liberal- ?}autéqce hﬂa' a majority. of

thif}y*Tbﬁr, Peafsoa'é;méjofiyy.pf eiébleenﬂ -
CIn JQOG‘F.Jﬁ.;Lﬂuren;e rcsiéned his seat in thé N?va

Scotia.House in orde;'lil run fede}a]1Y; '-Thjs. was - a

successful leap into federal politics for him3°9 but . one

thch precipitated a by-election in Colchester. On the

'IQCHI scene, H. T. Laurénce, brother of F. A. .and tﬁen

. _ » S '
gserving as Truro's mayor, contested the seat for the

-Liberals. ° The Conservative' candidate was Truro merchant

John SubhlingA H.. T. Laurence was, electéd with a ﬁnjority
of 187 over Euckling:

Truro party n]] g;nnco to the Consorvatlvos was main-— .

tained as quk]]ng po]]ed 4] to‘ihq- mayor's 326 40, T, TR

Laurence seryed’pé MLA for Colchester until the next pro-

7

38Truro Daily News, ~ 6. QCptcmber 1901 See also;'EC Scptembér'
1901, ' Nomlnatlon Day in Truro” s

A9p. A. Lauren(e wasg Colchester M.P. " from 1904-1907. In 1907 he
was appointod to the -Supreme Court of Nova Scotia, after.a distinguished >
political career ~ " M/L.A.. Colchester, 1886-1904; M.P. for .Colchester,

'1904—]907 ‘Henwas nevéf defeated at the polls.

o

4°L%c§1 issues were d1scusqed by both Candldates on Nom1nat1on Day.
See Trurc Daily News, 9 -December 1904. Also, Lhe'ggnlal nature of the
contest in.an election pract1cn11y free From corruption”,. see " Truro

Daily News, 21 Decembek 1904 .

* B : FURINN
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yincia} election which was heﬁd'in ]906. He was &il aaked_,
to re-offer. = : i s \
i , . . . .

\

. . . o . « ] .. \ .
The geperal election of 1906 was another double Yictory
‘ . ; DT T A
for the'counfy Liberals. B. F. Pearson offered'agnin.\\ Hia

running mate was o County Councillor, Ouslow Farmer) W.

Davison Hill. John Suckling was one of " Lhe Cnnscrvn(?vv
. ll . ’ ) . . . \ .
candidales His parlner was Stewiacke . Carmer o J. ",
. . . N ‘\

McCleave.4! 'This was an inleresling eleclion in thal id wus\

\

the only dnb (1867—1925)”in which Trnro.gubc Lthe Liberals o \
majhri(y.'AHiﬂ] led the ' polls in'Tturp wilh 557, -Pearson \V
@ . . . - . . - JRIRY X \

followed with 539, ‘McCleave “waa next with 469 and Treuro .\

candidate Suckling trailed with 440. . Acadia Mines
: ’ _ . | : .

maintained its Conservalive: (rudijon (Hil] 94,: McClguvp

158;_Pgarsbn lOﬁ, .Suckling:144ilﬁu} - the mgrgin_of .vicféry
rwés ;down' Frbm. pfevioué °ele§l%6;;A. 'Ovérﬂ]i ;! was n
-Comforknb]e~mérgip 'ofﬁy;r(ory for y@l] (390),nnd Pgurson'
(209) 0 ' N
The 1911 provincial ei;c(ion.ﬁﬂrkéd.thv return of the
:coﬁntyvto the'.Conservat;ve’ fold. ji'.alsh' murkpd cthe

entrance of "Frank Stanfield into active politics on the
prdvincial-leyel.“ Brolher ,John had ‘been clected Lo the

‘fedéral house in 2 1907-by;elebtiqn and wos re elected in

1908 and 1911. Frank.Stanfield with his business interests = - .
; . Y
. ° . . - b \ Ceada
1'See Truro Daily News, 14 June 1906, spéeches by all. candidates . ' :
except Hill who was ill. o L :
6» ] . : A‘-
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- . . & .
Stanfield’s T\qﬁ1ing_r;;Ft\

The Liberal ‘candidates ®n 191]

~were the incumbents B.F. Pearson apd W. D.- Hill. Poll

. ] ,
" . \ Lo
FI *
. 97.
7 T
in  the Town of Trure re-eatablished Lhe Conservalive.-
dominance in ' lown. CR.OH. Kennedy, County Warden, was
N - - N " —_—

reaunlls for Truﬁp and Acadia Mines il]ﬁstrute the vengence.

with whiich the Conservatives vreasserted thewselves ™ {Table

5).47 'Overnil, Stan?ield'g majorily was 143. The

o

%Qr Kennedy wns 73.

majority

; - “Table 3

1911 Colchbster Election

: 2 - (S C D

- . } Hill Kennedy Pearson Stanfiecld
Truro (A11 polls):.:............ 518 693 "~ 471 . 747
Acadin Mines. . ......... T L ' 156 : 57 . 1173

The. Conservative M L\ A.’'s,

2\_«-‘;5'

v

Stanfield and

\ R, EE

d@fenfﬁhg . FZ».B, Schurﬁéﬁ

majorities; 533 "for Stanfie

repenled their -victory.in the general e1ertj6n of - 1916,

* e

and G- H. ~Verndp with\ Ia}ge

2

counly seemed to be firmly held in the Cbnsefvétive’s grip

but the next provicial elect

complacent security.

Tréﬁitional political parties in Nova Scotia were faged

ion éhanééd'aTi such ‘thoughts of

. @

v

'_‘ ‘2Journals of Nova Scotia House of Assembly, ]912:

T

Kennedy,

-

1d ° and 453':ﬁor'Kennedy>)‘ The -
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_{bell as trgditioﬁplipoliti¢s$ - Some counly'dist%jcls ‘brolke

. 1 3 N -
~) ’
. . .
N ag
. B : S ’ . C e L L L
with a new' phenomenon in the . provincial election . of

¢

1920. With ‘the "cxoeptjon- of the hr?é(' Ahtﬁ-Confﬁdvfulv

years, Nova Scotians were willing 4o utilize either pne of.

the two existing ‘ polit icnl . parties to achicve " their

political ambitions. In 192 a thir$.pﬁrty emerged  which,

s . ) T,
for one election at  lees!l, played hnvoo wilh traditional

voling patterns.: The - Conservatives, in parlicular,” were
° . ) ; _ ;
. - N ~ - SN : . -
aflfected by lhe .emérgence of this Farwmer Labour Alliance.
- - . .
’ . - ) . . Rl . e . . .
Province wllle, the. Conservatives. won only three  of  the

'

forty-three seals in Lhe 1920 election. ’hu' Farmer Labour

N . . J

_ : - c ) . ) / " .
party won eleven. The Liberals ,won lwenty - nine; many of

s ‘ W ' o -

* - i . i - : TN i H -,
lhese because of*1he split in Lhe opposition vote."?

o . BN .
Colchester hardly scems: a

- [C v

radicalism. _ The county did elecl two Former Party
candidotes, though, “in that 1920 election. .. It was -an
. ) . - . T 5 . O

interesting eleclion, in that . jtiinvolved <class. issues _ osg

.

their traditional paltern and voled.wlong class linca. — The

solid Trurvo urban Conservative vote wasa never more, sharply

-outlined than in ‘this contest.??

Thequitcd Farmers Jf Ndva Scofiq was fodnded in IOZO

in part as a response to rural anger over rural depopulation

,

< .

13J. M. Beck, Government of Nova SCOtig,.p: 162,

44Tfﬁfo pollé show Conservative Dupbar 1408, Lonservative Keﬁﬁady
1291, Farmer Party Smith 355, Farmer. Party Taggart 262.- ‘

v ' . ‘.
.

\Qikely place for ﬁo]itirﬁ]'
N~ . . .



- nnd vocation.4a5 Another reason uggeql ed is that Lhe war

'

and "Lbe dec)iné in the importance of farming as an industhy

i . E

years wére  regﬂrdéd as pyosperous ones A;d Lhc pqst;w%r
déprvssion %Ad ndt afféct the dgri?u]tﬁidl isdustry in ~Nova
Scatiu gnli1-1920.“5 C&idhésterffﬁrmer H. L. }qéga}t was
the first Pres;déni‘ of lhe United Fuormers b% No@g"Scotigl
He dna éﬁoﬁhe; county fdrﬁcr; H..Hl _§m{lh: coﬁteste@-'the

Jily election; facing Conservalives R. H. Kenncdy and Wm. R.

Dunbar. . Tnterestingly ‘eﬁpmgh, Frank Stanfield ~did nél
‘re-offer Tim 1920.77 . The Liberals did not-'field L oa
candidate.38 - PO L B

. ',‘f# ; . . -

Table 4.sﬁows.thc voting patltern of thc ]920 prov1n01a1

election iﬁ‘ Colchester. = Basicaliy codt fo]lowed' the -

tradilional rural ‘versus urban battern as ‘obﬁeqved_ in

previous. elections. For a small district like'Earltown, il

-mednt.comp]c(e rejectién of trédition though in their choice

e

of Farmer candidate over 1tad1L10nal Consorvatxve

Faor the Farmer Parly, . the, hendy dnyq of victory'wére

N

’

i

L asAL L MacKenzie, The Rise and Fu]l of  the, Farmer Labour\ParLy in

Nova §Cot1a M.A. Thésis, D&]hOUQ1e University, - 1969 p vt

<1 . ~

T6A. AL MHCKeUZie, Op. Cit., p. 10.

°7JTem§orarily retired\in']QZO'dueiﬁo bnsiness‘conditions” was the

.way his obituary in the Halifax Herald Mail put it, 25’September’1931.

1

165ome recollections of the time recalling the election assert that
peopIe"ﬁbled for' the Farmer candidates because they - were Liberal.
Ouoted in A. A. MacKenzle Op. Clt L, p. 113. o T
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shortﬂlived in Colcheétér. They chose .to-contesl a federnl

» LI - ~
v LA . : .

by—-election in September of Lhe.gsame year and county. volers
. . 3 - . . . v L :
gave./Conservalive” F. HB. McCurdy an‘ovcrwhclmihg Tmajoridy.

Tt whs apparent the county’s loyalty to the thivd,party was - ’

. : C ) ’ ‘ o

very fleeting indeed. : . . oo

TerHups‘Lhe'Co]éhesler Tederml.by~e]ccljon wis symbol]v
of the eventual fate of the whole Farmcr'Party movemnent . by

.

]éZ] thc'po]itiéal wing of the Farmer’s Movement wna n “mere

shadow' of its former self. a0 Ry 1922 membcrsh{p had drnhpfﬂ
. 4 ' . . :

f

~

from 2500 to 254.50 By the ]925pp‘qvinvidl @lquidn' only 1

N B - R - . 4
ten-third porly candidates conlesled sealls. Colchester was
k9 7 e

not Oneny‘thSQg

N «

The choide facing voters -in the provincial eleclion of
1925 was & straight lwo party -contest. Economic condjtioons

 in" the proyiﬁcc'by 1925 wéré éuffiqicﬁt]y‘bnd”‘\to, finn]iy
: . - ) i~ <
‘ }oosén thngibgfal %rip on- the prov{ncc 'nnq;'for only'“lhé_' K
seéond {imq sﬁnce‘COﬁfodcr%tiQn,‘ime vdigré 8$Vp>th4 an;mr
vativesga_wéjﬁrity: In.éolchester Q ﬁéqucngLed Con;ervdfiye
;ﬂrtf-?an roéghshod ;ver ltﬁe Lipernls: 'Frunk'S}pnCiﬁlﬂ?wué
back _.in gn _écﬁive roig as ; sﬁfo;g C;nécryuLiye.CQRQiqﬂtg_ \ !
His running ‘Mate_ wu§ 10wye;ﬂ W. B. QrméthAg. " :
’ The 'Liberal,'ca;d;thesj M. B; Ar;hjbulé‘ and " Fronk
49&. é. Fgrbes,~The ﬁ;ritime‘Righ}s g&vemcnﬁ, pl50. .
o tr'goj. M.\ﬁeék, Goséqnmént o%anva‘Scotié; p. 168.
; A ; ; . i ‘
SlSee E. R. Forbes, The Maritiﬁe'R%g§£§~ﬂgg§g§gi, pp. 54“7?.3 L oo
; ‘ . > )
o . ¥ - . - {_ ;
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. Stewiacke. 52

-voters of-Colbheatcr followed only - -slightly .the pattern as:

A - S T A

heynqlds,'did pbt even hold - the suppqrt_éf thé traﬂitjodaf

'Liberéf Cduhly.districté like Ecbnomy/FiVé'Islundé'or- Upper

PENN

Ovet the sixtyryear period- under study here®? the

‘observed at lhe federal level. The Confederalion issue was

drhmnlic and emoﬁfonal but; as happened federally,

to1<h( tc‘ cased into the Conéervativu ranks as the reality:

of the political situation emerged. In the Repeal Efectjon .

of 1886, ochoes of  the 1867 bnmpgdgns were loud enough ~ 1o

hriﬁg'Co]chestér to Lhe government side provincially, but

¢

_ihé counly s€ill méinlainedfits Cansgrvahivh ties federally.

Phe:emergenge. on .the “political  sceéne of the §tmﬁfield

>

brothcrs; John and FrankaEQd"ihpprtnnL results federally

(John electéd 1507)fahd,prdﬁinciéiiyi(Frank‘eicctéd_IQJI).

‘Thu"nberfdtioﬁ in the traditional pattern of Cdlchéstcr

po]]tids'which‘dcchred in tﬁe 1920 election fwés of 'shbvt .

duration, as the Conservatives re-asserted their ‘control - in |

3

5.

19

)

o

COverwll,  from 1867 1926, it'is) possible Lo show any

)

‘urban/rural split thCh 'has. few - exceﬁtibns through " Lhe

\

- 525ee Table 4. .

-“5Tébie'5 - Compiied from Beck, J.M. Goernmént of Nov5\>Scotia,

Univethty of Toronto Press, 1957; Parllamentary Cu1de, Journa]s of Nova °

Scotia Houso of Assembly e : .

]
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entire period. . Truro, the “shine lown of the counly, was

decidedly Conservnlivo,’ils,prqspckily_tivd ta, manuf{acturing

’

and Lo rajlway  inteéreésls. The vesl ol _ the county seldom
swayed from the Liberal trend which developed oultr ol the

debates_surfoundipg the Natiowal Question in 1867. . It would

"be the rural .county voters who wounld be Teast likely lo

agreé'QiLh”fhnL 1868 editorial in  the Mirror & - Colcheslér
. 3 . - . .

>

we ave cerfainly nol worse of {f than'

1"

Counly Advertiser Lhal

i
other people” . %1
X
‘ ; \ .
i - l'l . 0 '
a\ R = E - -~
t ' ’ N ‘ ’
“S4Mirror & Colchester'County ‘Advertiser, 1 February <868,
V(‘tl‘;}. . i v. o i‘ - . . L. ‘ . . 5 . t
. . g : 2 v o2 .




Table 47 ° ) ’ RN . B

Colchesler. I’]o(l)on( - 1920 and 1925

1882 S .
D K S T A A R S
u ¢ m a t I e t
n . n i g ¢ m y o
L n t ¥’ h S n n
f o h A 1 t o
I d t b r 1 )
y t a e} d e
1 n oS }
d g d

Truro ot 11408 11291 355 & 262 i 503 12425 : 440 12379 "
Clifton 124 ;)24 1 163 : 172 . 114 . 230 : 103 @ 219 :
. Brookfield 27122 1145 3 144 @ 12841 T 95 1 256 ¢ BO : 211
' Lr. Stewiacke ;267025 ;155 1 157 ;i 69 . 112 i 59 1 105
Mid. Stewiacke = . c 212 217119 +.125 . 56 @130 ¢ 57 1 125

= Up. Stewiacke (E & W) 1 83 + 91 : 257 : 260 1! 129 : 212 ! 171 : 215 -

Salmon River 11400106 1 74 1 B4 ;111 ;437 @ 93 @ 394
Kempt own - . 3B .38 28 23 . 36 . 5. ,Qq;i 14
_ Earltown . f T 79 ;.82 1186 % 188 i 102 : 163 ;- 102 : 153 :
.© . Woughs River 29 28 ; 168 | 166 ::. 87 :,]1g_;__85—;~;g§7:
b Tatamaghouche ([‘ & W) D109, 114 200 ¢ 202 1@ 224 1-248 ;212 . 247
.7 New.Annan 0310 36 1194 ¢ 194 .. 95 : 131 102 :-135 -
North River 198 ;102 ;2475 137-:r 115 C 290 1 B2 1 252 ¢
Lr. Onslow - L .62 . 48': 204 :'225 :; -99 : 244 . 95 ! 216 :
‘Up. Londonderry - 7 123 ! 129 ! 151 : 156 :'5 A3 238 1 .43 1 239
© Mid. Londonderry 1125 @118 1 163 1145 148 v 2220 149 208
Lr. Londonderry - 163 0 15800 139 0.149 ;.' 158 224 1154 ; 213 .
“Economy - . 83 .61 5 151 142 :: 308 ¢ 175.1 100 - 171
Five Islands - -~ ;. 74 . 71 :-68 : -60 .1 178 10128 1o 66 1 128 !
Acadia Mines G119 0 114 ;001 2 101 & 44 . 185 ;- 40 :-176

-Gays River TTTTA6 L 46 109 ¢ 107 2. 50 : 155 45 % 159 i

‘Bryle .- B3 ;.55 1157 :-158 i@ 83 : 139 : 80 : 131

* Stewincke Town. i 86 - 78 Lﬁ 55 i 55 i1 87 & 226-. 80 .- 212 .

) . ) [ I
v - C .o V-

*Totals: 13213 13096 13593 13420 ;12634 16733 1246116439 !
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Table 5 -
¥
o ~ ‘N.S. _Asgembly: . : Colchester County
: “Victorjous: ' : ' . S

o “Provincial: Scdts E _ T : : ' ,
YeariParty ~_iConiLibiOther: . Con. QLQ;_“M S RXE/L

11867, Lib. L2036 e V.L '_ZMéyﬁfsqn_ o _' o

8710 Lib_ 13,325 1 --- iRellie, . Morrison |
- : - Lo ‘Patlerson/ D
‘18747 Lib. 114 024 ¢ - - IDickie o - .
K Do N . Lo Patterson/ . : Sl
11878; _ Con. . 30 1 8B i --- iBlair - ' ' :
: o S o . ‘Palterson/ _ o . :
11882 . Lib. 014 1240 - iBlair o F T :

o . . L . ; < i_url;-:/i

11886 Lib. 0 8129 i1 . . ool FELAL Lourence!
; DL N o .- Clark/ ‘
18900 - Lib.. - 110 128 0 o1 c_tF AL Lanrenge!

18940 L Lib. 113125 ¢ --- W.D. Dimock . fF.A: Lowrepoe!
896 RS MeClure

e e e e s -

- -

P1897: . - Lib. 1.3 135 oo T G McMullen fFJA, Laurence!
: o : . o o TFLAC Laurence/
11901 Lib. . o 2 136 0 oo __B.F. Pearson

11904: R e tTH. Lawrence
: : N : N . . iy ,
'1906:  Lib. . 57132 -1 4 - GB.F. Pearson
! - ) o : ; ‘F. Stanfield/ : g
11911 Lib. . 211 127 = R.H. Kennedy |
oo oo T . F. Stanfield/ @
dgler - Lib. . 113 130 1 - - (R.F. Kennedy . -

: L SE - T T R smithy
019200 Lib. 13 129 el - o ML Taggort:

: X ' © W.B. Armsirong/. - R
Con. ;40 : 3 ¢ ~-« 'F. Stanfield -~ . e
o ) P ‘W.A. Flemming/

11928 ton. 123 120 4 ——-F. Stanfield L.

"ﬁy—é]ectjons:A August 1896, F. J. McClure, Liberal; 1804, T. H. .Lourence,
.- Liberal. . ' : ‘ - .

N S**Farmer/Labour Party.
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* e _‘ Chapter IV

- . ' “As Dend As Chelsen':
The Fate of Colchester Shipbuilding Centers

26 May 1893, Folly Village - There 1is not .much
news to wrile. Aboul the only excitment last weék
wns the sailing of a schooner into oqur river.
Such a thing bas not ‘happened in lwenty hears or’
more and after reading the interesting story of
.the pirate sdhoéner‘in _your.paper we were almost
induced to think she¢ -was coming with hestile

intent, but, .after- discharging her -cargo of
phosphate, she quietly sailed away. Many vyears
ago 1t was nothing strange to see- barques and
brigs loading with deals but since the

Intercolonial Railway commencd ' Lo vun, trade has,

faund other éhqnnels and business in onr  village,
ia}teéd of .increasing, has .diminished: They used
L say in Boston, in speaKing of any.place not .
being ‘lively, that "il was dead as-.Chelsea". - The
same might be said of our viilagé;-but vel . when
“our friends go awéy they are always glad to get

bnck.

The -amazement %flthe>ﬁéwspéper'correspondenr_jn'1893 at
.lhe.urriyul of a schooner at Fo]ly_yillage illustrates Lhe

N .ﬂi..‘ o, - . .
degree: Lo which the bays and whnrvps of Colchesler were,. by

this tfmb,'gmpty_ That is-not ‘Lo Say; that thppidg and
shipbpildiﬁg were dead in the 'cbﬁhty. -The . corresondent
would know about local yards sfi]]fproducjﬁg. One'of_ the

'greut‘Colchéster ships, the lohnbM“'E]aiBig, was launched at
"Gfeh{ village 4n 1885.2° there were still "Colchester

mariners, like Captain Leander Yuill .swho arrived. back  in

) Truro Daily News, 26 May 1893.

“2Truro Daily News; 22 October 1900. - ' . S : .
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L
AP . . . .
Trurce in Macrch of 1892 ther an ‘absende of five and one-half

‘ . . R, .
VEeArs. His Ship, Scottish Minatrel, had  loaken him to

Zanzibavr, Capelown, Néwcastle (Australia); San fFrnnvisQO,

West Cohst of South America, Dunkirk, Cardi®f and Indin.?

But the great days were ]ong-past‘ﬂnd, for the most ‘part,

before the embrace of the Canadian Confederation..

In: 1ts origin and_,develpﬁmnhl,"the .shiphhf]ding

< dindustry of Colchestler County was nol uvnlike other Maritime

counties. Demand for *~ local transport = was early “.evident .

. The fi»r!;l~ s}]iy{.!,o be built c;n the Fundy Shore of “the -counly, .

‘Lo be buill on the North Shore df.the county (Nor(humherldnd

Straif)iﬁas the schooner Hﬁlii, ‘bui]t-H}f Waughs River iq
1790,° by Thomas Aicxnnder uﬁd leiwood-W0ugh: 

. Beyond ghe iToca] market tgé iSHfPYGrés Qf-tﬁe_"rbunlf
buiil ‘WOSt]yfﬁfo 'the-_pritish and '&ewfndndlnnd murkél.

Historian Palterson nétes' the shiftl' in the ]830’5[_ { ot

i
e ..
T g R
3TrurQ Dailé- News , 1. March ", 1892 i After  ‘flhe mid:)ﬂﬂ@ff
Ctanadian ocean going vesscls .operated .mainly in the North Atlanlic but

“concentrated in caygoes of American staples like grain,jtqchcb, oil and
* cotton. . They could be found world wide. : See E. Sager and I.. Fischer, -

fAtlantié Cenada gnd - the .Age of Sail, Revisited”, Canadian Historical .
Review, Vol. LXTIT, No. 2, June 1982, pp-'133f1341

”

¥

. o - ‘ . 3 § '=;. L
iR. Harrispn and .M. .E, Wright, History of Shipbuilding in. Col-
gbeste[Aggggjy,/quchesier Historical Museum, p. 4. I

ot SE; M./ Pafferson,"Days of “the Ships, Tatémagouche,: Nova
Scotia, TrUro/ 1970, p. 23. L - ’ ‘
. ,/ N .
L



;leusl‘ih‘the Tatamagouche .yards) away frbm the smaller craft’

into shipa, barques and brigs- fOr the anllsh market

On the Fundy Shove .of the.cqun;y by 1860 sh1pq had been

bdi][ at - Onslow (1787),. Great Village (]817) _‘Princgpor%

-"(1828') , Five Tslands (18417, '.Fo'ny_ Village (184 ) _r,o{qer

Debert (1848), and Mass Lown (1849).7 By the 1870’s these
: . ) ' -~ ' - L3 ‘ : )
communilies, as well as Truro, Bass River, Upper Economy,
Central Economy and Lower Economy,'wcrc_centeré_fdr al least
fifteen shipyairds .8
Greal Vﬁl]uge alone produced ;ovcr'forty square-rigged

-

vessels in addilion  to a -large number of schooners. The

vears of peak . production were between 1864 - and 1866 “when -

T

five barques, two brigs and at least. six  schooners were

completed. 9 T was Crom ihc Greal. Village yunds-tﬁab%the

John M. Uiﬁikie, the .first»four4masted barque to be buill

.
1

®Patterson, QE;;QLL;) p. 48.  Tatemagouche Llrade for " the

v

L%

export market, the.so calléd "transfer trade” is noted in .Rosemary

Ommer, "Anlicipating the Trend: . the Pictou Shib Reigster, 1840-1889",

Acadiensis, " Vol. 10, No. 1, Autumn 1980, pp. 73-74. Activity dn “this
divect ion o«ourvd steadily from 1818 onward. T :

- Palterson's obeexvntlun of the .move to the larger ships'bf_(he' builders

at "Tatomagouche xp the " 1830°s. is an [interesting point. Alexander and-

Panling’s qtudy"nf Yarmotuth (D). Alexander ° and G. Panting, "The
Mercantile Fleet and * Tts Owners: . Yarmouth, N.5. 1840-1889",

 Acadiensis, Vol. VII, No. 2, Sprlng 1978} reveals that the move {o largL~

ships there occured in - the 1850’s.. . Perhapq the’ TﬂxﬂmﬂgOU(hO- builders

were "anticipating the trend” as Ommpr would say.

:_VHdrrisoh and.Wrigh!q;QR;_gii;, p. 4.

fop. Cit:, p. 5. - . T

28, Spiéer, Mastcrs of 9&1] Rverson Toronto, 1968, p. 65.

—~ -
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1

re in Canads, waé launchetl in 18BAR. .

This  village also
qbntributéd many mén who wenl to sea, th‘n! least forty of

Lhem became master mariners.!?®

Along Lhe North Shore of the county, Tatdmﬂgduvhe.'wps"

. . ' . A
the center of the  industry.. Tt is estimated Lhat three
. hundred and tGh Vessels.-(s¢hoonors, brigantines, riga,

“barquantiness and barques) were built Llhere between 1790 and
» S .

1917y
One-fﬂhify, (50 Cmmphcljg, dominanted thv_ihdusiry ot
Tatamagouche. Alexander Campbe]], his brolhers William and

James, and Alexander’s sons, bave and Arch, between  them
/ . R : P BN

built perhaops one hundred.and Fifty ships from thq 1820y to

v

s

the 1880°s-12

Bﬁ! what"of _thé ﬁatnge gf detaill work | lhat ‘lhe.
icouniyships pe“;fmed? To the eaij'duyg'hnd porhubsrup to:
the early ]<;O’§'th¢rc wouid'be ‘ﬁ‘sﬁbslhnligiw hmgupl._nf
roésla] t}BQéaas rvcollect od 'by one Coibhéétnr résiéunt.iin
The chiéf &rq@c-was wilhlﬁos!on;'prucfiwnliy‘ ndl
of the merchandise handled in Colchesler came from

that city. There~wés'n0 Intercolontal Ru}]why in
. those days and the farmers’  produce, inoluding

. . .
potaloes; turnips, et¢., were marketed 1 Boston
’ Yo Thid. o . _ ¥
SRS, . R
1. . » v . . .
Y1patterson, Op. Cit., Preface.’ .

.12Patter§qn,'gg‘ cgg;; p.- 48. . 9

!
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by means.of the pumerous small coasters, which
were Nevae Scotia owned and manned, and for . return
cargoes. brought‘ flour anthracite, cornmeal,
indeé¢d every tlass of merchandise. There were not -
high toriffs ~ in ' those days,- no- near Canadian
manufactureres te draw upon, and the coasters. did
o thriving business. T recall such busy . and
well~-known vessels ‘as the Algona, the Jessie,” the
‘Paddy Blake, and many others .and among 1he
“commanders were the late Capt. Charles,. Allic and
Sammy Vance, all highly rpqpected Maﬁstown men who
well  served their day. and @ generation in the -
‘coasting business. . The arribal of @& coasting
schooner at the Masstown Creek in Llthose days
‘allracted more -inte reslt and attention® Lhan - the,
docking of the Olymp]c would today ai{  Halifax.
The coastlers brought much needed quppllee for the
people and cnabled them to market thelr surplus
farm produce 'at profitable.figures.?!?3 -

The ships of the last quarter of Lhe nineteenth ‘century

would not. experience -Lhe drudgery of the localntraﬁfiC,‘eveh

““the New Eng]und trade.. They.were built for greater seas and
_gfeater profits: (and greater riéksj.:. The John M. Blaikie

from Great Vi]lage might'_itnbc Co]éhes(er.'in 1885 loaded

'wilh don]s bul ‘she. would not relurn. - From then on {t Twas .

¢

sigar {rom Manilﬂ to Montreal,or coal Trom _CérdiTT‘ fo

.. Capetown.  She was losl in the' tralt of Sunda‘hetwgen  Java

-

and Sumatra after only four yenrs at‘sen.l She'hua‘paid"Fof

s

herself and had made twéqty«ffve' thousand dollars . for her

it

“awher, John Blaikie.!".

¢

-‘3Loran MaéNutt, _?Good 0ld Days in Co]chester”,,Halifﬁx 'Mornihg
. Chronicle”, 15 May 1917. : S S

M Truro Daily Néws) 22 Octgber 1900.
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groups galhercd in the stores,

o

110

It can not'_be disputed Lhat shipbulding was a Mujnr’
force in the industrihl life of_{he communitfcs“{n which the

yards were jocaibdﬂ The " yard of~Mviuj§n and Blaikie * in

‘Great village ecmployed froﬁ_ eighty to " onme hundred wmen”

(”equﬂ]‘to'a smail Glasgow")..'® ‘Alexander Cnmphé}l employed
two hundréd. Tatamagouche ‘men by ihcv]840;s.15
L'ike Alexander- Campbell, builders were oflen  exporlers
of Llumber and imporlers and traders in genernl
For those days when the yards were operating, like the

early 1850°s for, Alexander Ceampbell, "il made Tu}umugouchﬁ o

“

busy hive of industry. From sunrise to dusk the shores from

Qampbej]’s to .dekerbié’s'heard lﬁc music of the singing

B -

saws and the contnual din of  "hammer, axe- and adze! In the

evenings, Lhe small village. presented’ a busy scene, men in

~. T

Sor 1\1()!)"5{' _the. strecls,
mingling with sailors from:the ships, or farmers from Ahe

v

surrounding.dislrict_ "18

The"‘ggnera] assumption aboul .the shipbuilding industry

is that it produced greﬁt wealth for the builders. 1t wns a

o . 3

16Patterson, Histofy of Tatamagouche, p. 61.

17patterson, Days of the Ships, p. 48.

‘BPatterSQn} History of Tatsmagouche, p\ 101:

7
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“influence.”

Coe

Uy . : - :
risky husiness, however,. and few ﬂccumqlﬂtedjmuch capitdl.

Agnin, A]cxnﬁder‘CnmpbelJ is o prime example of * what. Lhe
succéssful builder was suﬁposed‘go " have been. * He had come
Lo Tatamagouche as a clerk for - the Pictou cbmpany Cof

Mortimer & Smilth!% in the 1820’sf' his first house a log

o

cabin. By thgltime he died,; in 1864, he was considered Vlo
be a man of wealth. ,His'héuse?ﬂ was fine]y.furni§hed; “He'

P -
wos nccustomed to the feel of carpet underfoot and'to  the

touch of silver and fine china. He was a leader in the

Cﬂurch, an officer in 1he,M§1jlia,(Custos ofﬂthc‘Copnt of

Legislative Council, 'a man of great poritical and social

2

His estate, however, was insolvent.

.Session, an ugent‘of.the‘ DesBarres estate; a Member.of the’

o The_building of'ships" regquired capital, and.for this

'.Cgﬁbbéll‘had to rely on 'finanqihg in England or by - Halifdk

Jﬁeﬁchﬂnts.é2 Hulls could be made in.TatamagQuche but sails,

cordage, anchors, etc. had to be secured. in Halifax or in

of course,.fhe.\ market fo} the final groagct could be.

unfavourable. ~ 1t was - not unknown to have the cost of-ships

5

190p, Cit., p. 59. R

.?2CSti1) standing today in' Tatamagouche, on grounds of ACTC.

21P§tter§on,,payé of the Shigé; p. 60. T :.

‘Enélanﬂ. This could mean expensive interest charges. ~And

*



exceed the sale price.2z3
v -

There were saw mills, of course, and extensive tvrnela

‘of—limbefland in the. eslate of Alexander Campbel] after

and lumber business until their dénths 1o 1887 and 1891

The latter’s estate  wasg declared insolvent and - the
o : : ,

timberlands were sold al auction.?? The judgement of  one

village wag was that although tho'Cnmphe]]s'mhdv o money,

“they got a damn good living ottt of”-their business.??

/ ‘ .
The most extensive study on'Colchestér-buill ships wnas

done by Frank H. Patterson who, by, senr@hiné sh{bping

r&gistriés% oohpiled a good-fecord ‘of iTﬁrdmngouchéihui]t
shipsl?ﬁ ‘This Jist gppéars in ihk j97Q pub]icﬁlion, ngslgf
L_h(;ﬁlll_p_g, a-j ;)'r"j_§;;1t<*1)./ pﬁ-b]ish(—:d‘munusrript. : B).{ _;*l;ulr(_ing
_thc-PaLhé;édn inTormgtion.(se% gréph) and aﬁ%u;jng.jhhl :the
_Tntamagbuche'yﬁrdé are ty%icé]_of !he.poﬁﬁiy‘prodnvlfuﬁ, rit
cén be‘showﬁ_ thgt peék prndqét{bq years iﬁ this industry
-wére:-fromt n;out 1838.t§.rébbut' 1366. ‘This would coincide

with the so .called. ”Gpldén,Agﬁ” of Marilime- 8hippihg.27
. . A .

T

i\.

23patterson, Dayslﬁf theishipsf p. 61,

250p. Cit., p. 79.

28Advice of Charles!Armour,.Arcﬁivist, Dalhousie!

_ . 27C.-Armour and T. Lackey, Sailing Ships. of the Mar it inies,
. McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1975, p. 48. R o

1854. His sons, Dave and Arch, “carried on the shipbuildin@

29
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doubt .a factor as well.

'undPPﬂligrsqn 3poiht$‘ouv that-by the-qightjes

'Rxplanatidns for the -declive of Lhe industry

prepnred'ﬁo purchqse_'(but nqt"fbuild) steel-hullted.

bul most were hot able to make the Lransition

~

steel.  Johy M. Blaikie, Tor exanmple, as noted

daij to be seen in_ our midsl. His shipyard

-nflohf)Vbuﬁ]t_on Scotland’s renowned river, the

Lol lhom, “the Queen Margoret, o beauntiful fonr masted,

S way to Rhilndélpbid té:]obd gnsé 0il for Calcut

‘Thé.géﬁéral wg}ld depression from 1873 1oi1896

N

ThglNéwfouhdlénd;mérket for éﬁthng chsel

VTUUi]t a}'fﬂfﬁmagohbhg'fdr the fqreign.mgﬁkét<§‘

bul he is  interested heavily. in somé of - the

Tﬁefﬁ >wa3 still some activjty'until_ about . 1876 but

Cindustry was Tallering -and production became ‘sporadic.

'vi!e Ihe dOV(lopmont of stgclmhul]éd ships ‘'and the us

xtoum powor '.There is evidence that some 'builders

113 .-

“the -

usually
e ol -
were

vessels

frém wood ~ to

in 1893,

is-idle’
finest

Clyde.

“ship, commanded by Capl. D..F. Faulkener,29. is now on .

ta."30"

fai]edc

°8Armour and 1ackey, l‘Q '.','p 98;" Spicer, ‘_pl'Cit

S 67, Pnttcrqon Hxstory of Tatamagouche, p: 119

B . K4

.Q9Cﬂgt;i F Fau]knnr of Fn]]y Vlllagp' Co]chéstef bouhty‘

30Notes of Mrs : quxd andlp; AugusL 198? . 'inlh

HJstory, 1820-1960, Womens Instituté 1@60

,gaputtersbﬁ, HlstOry of Tatamagouohe,_piJllQ: "

“t

now,

ships

 One
'éicolA
!

was 0o,

~no ships were

Y o

230
' Harrlson ‘and ‘Wright, Op. Cit. p. 3; Patterson, ﬂays of the Shlps, p.-],n7

;

s

her

tbvo,

1Grea§_ Village'
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Other scholars have speculaled fhul_pho,cnlrﬁp}eneurinl

.spirit of the. youhger generalion wad nol ns ‘greal as hat

generation of mid-century builders.3?

Recent” scholnrbh1p‘ hus,\ondod to.challenge  the dra

~dilienal view; lhat‘js,(ihe 1nxv1tuh111,g‘uf decline of - the

8

industry due,to‘ihc technology of iron and steam. > 11 1

suggested lhat pcrhaps the critirallfactur n the _decline of

the dndusliry was the exislence of “tnvestment opporluntt ies
n.the porl cities of Atlantic Canadd and clsewhere. 't The
Co]<hr ler expericence, al leusl that of the North Shore,

doesﬂnol seem Lo support -the view that Lhe shipbuilders and

. owners in the counly WQre"fnvosting clsewhere. Feweoin - the
. - . N ' . .
county survived the financial pitfalls of Lhe industry.. of

N

the North Shore ibuﬁldors; ohlyfﬁobvrl *Purves, who died _in

1872, had® any money Lhat,highl beé invesled. Therve. «is
nothing Lo suggéé! that ii'wns.
" 0f the. bui}ders'on- the ! Fundy Shove, perhaps Jdohn M.

\ . . r

32Armour énd-Léqqu; QE;;Qél;Q p- 99.

[ "."5 . . i . ‘ o . . } " -
3"F Sager, F. L. Flm her | and R. Ommer, "Landward o Senwird
Opportunltle in Canada s Age of ba)]',.MerChan]Shippjng.und Economig
Development in Atlanilc _Canada, Atlantic 'Cuh@du‘ Shipp}ng; Project,

, Mémcrial'Uhivefsify; 1982, -. fi. .

34 S:p -E. ‘Sager and L. F!S( ho)‘ “F:’_u‘t Lerns of 1 l_]\-}QB'f}n(?llL in the ..
Shipplng Industries of Atlantic Canada; 18201900, Acadiensis, Vol. 1X;
‘1, “Autumn 1979; “and -E. Sager and: \] Fischer,. "Allanlic Conadq  and

.the Age of Sai'l ReVJscd” Canadlan H1qtor1<a] HeVJPw, Vol CLXITT, No. ' 2,

June_1982

T

 _35Patths9h; History Qf Tétamégouche,“p._7ﬁ}' . o S o }
- o o . i
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1

I
o

Blaikie -(1837-]927)‘w0uid_ have - money- lo., .inves! “but, as

.

noted, nt Teast .some.of this was s1111 invested "secaward'™.

i

His ‘eslate was disbursed among members of a large family at

N . B}
his dealh. 68 ) -

The. wealth of  some Fundy builders, like Blaikic's'
business puftncr'(and brother-in-law) A, W. McLelan of Gréatl.
Village or F. M. Pearson of Masstown, was used Lo  launch

politijcal dareers.37

) . . . . . “ N .
TAs a fattor in ihe decltint of the shipbuilding in
manifestation of. nineleenth
o N o ) -

‘-(,‘ol('lw:ét.e"r, “the’ railway, thal

cenlury progress, must present itsell as, being relatively .

important bul it. must be remembercd that the "greal years”

‘had passcd by lhe opening of “the Intercolonial Railway n

1876 Palterson does note Lhe hastening deQJinv of the

North shofo activity afler .thq openfng of the Short Line

from Oxford lo Pittou.in 1890.3°

v

-

The dcc]iﬁc of «~ the shipbuilding induslry had a
cumulalive effect ‘on Lhe small communilies where the yards

1

woere -locnted. Perhaps they, did become "asi dead as Chdélsea.

Men for the firsl time found that they were unable
~to Tind remunerative employment- Numbiers at once

v
ta

¥

1 -

36Conversations with Great Village reqident Harry Nelson.
374, W. MéLéJgn,'M.P.P., Senator, M.P., Lieutenant-Governor of Nova
-Scotin; FoOM, Penfsou) M.P.P., 1870-1874. .

o

v

38P§tterson, Qpis of the Ships, p. 83."

i
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v left Lo obtain work in the United States and clsec

where. - Qthers, mostly those. who were older and

who could not ~ leave, returned td farming. From

lhis they ™ were able to "mpke bul a- poor living.

The farms had "vriun oul” and while thene was as-yel

no home market for-farm produce, the Amertcuan

narket was closed by a high tariff. 1?9

The Tumber, business anlso deTlined?®? as well us locnd

industries associated with. the  sen trades (like o  the

N +
Henderson Paint Factory and Brodericks Block Factory in Five

Islands?) .

~

<

closely 1o the sea.declined Las Lhat hright vision - faded.

< .
e

Progress -and prosperily - secemed to fie with Aandward

i

'eflte;'prise by the 1870°5.11; An urban industrinl “future

would awnit many of the young Colehestor people who  malured

in the 1870's and 1880°s. Cold stecl rails from the West

beckoned invitiongly, .and . thd village of Trure beenme’ n

brash, agdressive ltown.

3°Pattérson3 Histdry of Ta(amagpgghg, po 1190

“oHarrison and Wright, Op. Cit., p. 6. - . L

¢ . . R . . - .
¢!Sager, Fischer and Ommer, Op. Cit., p. 27.

Colchester villages whosce-futures were Lo be linked  so



Chapter V

Hustling Hub: Truro and Trﬁro Indns;;ttlJ 1867-1925

The sixly years encompassed by this study are enbﬁgh”lo

illustrate. some of the basic rea-lities of the history of
_many Maritime towns. In _this "brief span il i3 possible. lo
- observe o remarkable transformation of a small market . town

into a monufacturing center with national ambitions. Truro

'

had, .at least for a time, an exceedingly congenial mix of

E
¢

geégrnphic.,ndvantages; .o} railway conneclions apd - of
ﬁggreésivc capi(nlislsj ,Thjs'bOmbihatﬁog bf Tactors enabjgd
the lowﬁ-tO'grpﬁ in'respbﬁse fo.the.opportun{ties -p;eseﬁteﬂ
to itﬁby ils bohnéclion:lp Oﬁtmriouhhd_Oucch in Lhe 18&0’5
and TBﬂOis{.and westward frém there as the‘Domihionf greé
mpucg; Ashihé economy ofvthé'Mnriﬁjmes wﬂ§ integréted-.igto
that Qf‘ Céntral Canadn (B§ about . lglb}g‘fﬁuro .ehteéprise
wilbcrcd to éomg oglenl'énd theitowﬁ movcd_iﬁto a period of
~;a§he;iﬁddest ﬁrosper{ty.éompageé to‘rihe.heady a;yé.of'vthé

lBRO’é.‘ Kven ghe,ﬂbpﬁcssiéh in the Maritimes whﬁéh foliowed

World Wdﬁ W was woathered relatively well By the town. 1ls

place as geographic center of the proviftce ensured-its role *

ROV S

T 'See T..W. @cheson, "hé National Policy and Thef Industrial-
ization of the Maritimes", Acadiensis, Vol. 1, No: 2, '1972.

A hY
. °ESée I. W. Acheson, "The Maritimes and Empire Canada", in D.
Bercuson (ed.), Canada and the Burden of Unity, MacMillan, Toronto,
1977. R S ' ; ‘ — : :
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as a regional dislribukion -center aund, in the wovrds of n

commercial trade magonzine, Truvo bec¢ame n place™ wheve times

are never very bad".?3

The  bucolic nature? of Lhe Cobeguid district was

changed irreparably by -the 'desigﬁution of". Truro as the
northern terminus of the Nova Scelin Governmen | Ratlwny.
The railwaj* Lo Haljifax opened ivn 1858. Now Lhe age of sleam

“aund 1ron had broached the forest barrters to Halifax® and

’

some’ Colche‘ler people were  determined Lo ws e “the

agricultural resources of the county lo good advantage.®

Farmer W. M. Blair {(later"M.P.P.) Wwas onec of the pegple

‘jnt%r631ed in "making milk for the Halifax market” .7 -The

e
Ty

"3Maritime Merchant, 19 anuéry,IQZZ, p. 26.

1For a description of Truro,,K 1860, see Israel Longworlh, Histovy

of Cobequid, Microfil . Colchester Historical Museum, Truro. Or,.sec

- Eliza Frame, Descriptive Sketches of Nova Scotian in  Prosc and Vorqc,

P.A.N. S. p published 5865.v A descriplion of Trure is reprinled *in

Colchester Historjca Society  Proceedings, Reports and -Program
Sumamries, 1954~ 1907 pp.- 108 112, s ' R : T

" SThe rc]uctan<o of Co](h(st(r farﬁerb Lo gu;(u Hniifnx is
illustrated early by, art1v]vs promoling the ru;lwuy in the. NovaScotian, |
7 OLLobor 1835. : ' :

6Industrles baséd on agriculture seem natursal enough for a foirly
prosperous farming district. - Gonerally though, there were Jeverul
-predictions at this'period that an 1nduqtr]a] and manufacturing ' future
awaited Nova Scotia. See Joseph Outram, Nova Scot1aJ 1ts Fondxtlon ‘and
Reésources, Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh, _ 1850; Abraham ' ‘Gesner, The
Industrial Resources of Nova Scotiam, MacKinley, Halifax, 1849; R. G.
Haliburton,: The Past and Future.of Nova Scotia, J. B. Strong, ' Halifax,
1862;JAJ'.A Spedon, Ramblcs Among the Bluenoses, John ‘Lowell, . Movtreal,
1863. . . .

“"Recalled in a‘letter to the‘gglcﬂestgﬁwggg, 27 December 1911,
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,idéa of‘carryjng-mi]k'sixty miles by rail was'grneted witlh

sceplicism by .railway officials but -the farmers’ persistence
[ N s . - ,

paid off. A good rate was set. Two.cans were Llaken on that

first trip 1n 1859. By. 1883Aﬂn_nverngc.‘of over 300’ éhng

were sent Lo the”cily daily from stations - along the Yine
“between Truro and Halifax.8,
In‘lhe'carly 1860’3 Onsdow. and Lower Truro farmers did

.

"a good business" - in raising potatoes for the New England

‘markel.9?  These were shipped by-sea from Clifton und Fort

Be]vher In ]866 the- RPClB#OLl[y Trcaty 1n nutur&] product°

‘wns Lan(<llcd by lhe Americans and the counly farmprq 1ooked

for u}ternatlyes. W. M. Blair travelled to Portland Maine,
toudnvgéiigqte the growing~of‘potatoes for a starch 1ndustry

and to Paradise, Apnapolis ' County, to inve Stlgatv a cheege

making operstion. - The cheésemaking was deemad' to be the

most praclical for Colchester and a company was formed,

The growlh pf‘tho dufr§-jndnsfry for the mj]k<trédo‘ to

Hhiifﬂx and for the cheeSe plant ‘was essential »fqr'.thé,

. . _ ) _— \ .
~establishment of . one of | Truro’s first manufacturing
industries ‘which operated on a nalional scale. - This was the

Truro Conaenseﬂ Milk ‘and.Caﬁning_ Fact'ory, which bégan in

5

11883, the first of its kind in Cdnada,

I

" 8Colchester Sun, 19 September 1883.

R

T
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qu }ajlway was of immense imboélnnco to thp. develop-

ment of 'lhe_ﬁown. Tﬁis 'fac{-ﬁgﬁ. nol‘be_ undofeslimnhwﬂ

lndustfiél'deveiopment begun soon after lhnt first rni{ iink
lo Halifax jn‘1858.l_in'IWGS_bnffroy gnd:Sibivy founded thb_‘
Trhrp;Iron Fouhdryx andrMéchfne “Co. . John . Lewis mogved hi;i

last-making opergfién to Truro €rom Eoonomy-inford;r.!u' be
at a ”go&d” shipping’ pointy‘”“pn _lho'linc‘ fé Halifax in
1865. vny-18673 Tyu}o was in the midst of a vovlway bo%m ns
éhe Govgrpmént_rHailyay pqshed ‘casfward' Lo P;cqu.:: i
lé68,i51anfield uhd'éfnig’sﬁFactéry was produvingugb(l Tt
hats.nea; the ;aiiway line. |

Hajlwuys.wer¢ 'bfomised as ﬁnrtﬂ of'lh% Cohfederat ton

"package™ and by . 1868 the benefils ol Lhe rail  connection

were obvious. “The editorial in  the Mirror and ‘Colchester

County Advertiser-left no doubt .’

_Wé -feel certain the -work will greally Tin
crease the’, wealth and’ siZze of “our  town. .and
neighbourhood, . and - we trust our fellow «itizens

will look after their own interest and be prepared

with. supplies cyual - to .the .demand. A hint ‘is
> .o .

sufficient to n wise man.!?2

~Tn 1872 thé Nova-Scotia.Ruilwﬂy becume parl of the:

Intercolonial Railwa§ and Lbe.fifsp run was complulod to

19Colchester Sun, 29 August 1883.

. .+ 2VSee"David Stephens, . Trurc: A Re'ilway Town, . Lancelot Press,. p.o
39. 'Enstern Extension of Nova Scotia Railway. - ’

’ZMiréor_and‘Co]Chester County Advertiser, 25:Janhury 1868.

S
oo .




 Monfreﬂ].wn§’Qomp1¢led by 1 Julx 1876 .

, situation” of the }oﬁn;

LR . * vy

- i ke
St. John, -New Brunswicl, in Novembgr.;__Thé [.C.R. lirk to

i

In response to the increase in population and commer-
N - N _‘ . o 'aAl_., ) ‘, . \ : ‘ -

- . . N . .. . ©o. , 3 '
cinl netivity, the lown was- incorporated ~in 18753 and- 1y
appeared Lo he a Lpwn with definite ambitions. An editorial
in. the Sun of 5 October 1875 veveals much about .the spiril

and optimism of lhe Llime: . ) : T

—_— can  scarcely. be deénied that of ail Lhe
towns ahd villages .in our province, Truro)ds* in
the vnﬁk as regards all- kinds of , manufacturing
inte%ésts.i,sfdr'ouf: population —we’ can proudly
boast Lhat we are more cxtensively &ugaged.in all
sorts . of "moanulactories {(sic¢c) than any = other
‘community in this land of the mayflower. - .

' U is but a few years since Truro assumed any

proportions as a town and il i$ within the memory

of many " now living, when the: waving pine_ and

spruce and lhe ‘rustling -poplar, with their deep

forésl shades, cbyefediour Streets.'.A few "~ years

has produced o wonderful metamorphosis and where -
the sounds of the brute creation were nightly”’
-borne on the air, we are, startled by the din of

steam eDgines, and huge . machinery working ‘and

ereaking at the bid of our feltlow men.?1

Turnivg  the fdture,i_the “writdr notes ~ the "inland

We oan never gain the wenlth of a Yarmouth, a-

. . Windsor, tnor 'a Maitland by building "ships-or in-

vesting therein, "though some of our  enterprising
-merchants, apart from our _inland,posibion, have
largely and boldly: ventured into -this. hranch .of
~ business and, we ~hope with great. profit to- )
themselves. ' R B : oo k

Y3population of Truro, 1871, ses 2,114.

e

P4 "Truro as a Manufacturing Towh";'Colchester Sun, 6 October 1875..

' [ T . ’
. < . .

s
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LR :.‘ As A people "we were obliged ‘Lpi turn our
’ attention and our means  in some other direction.,
We could furnish no shipyards lo employ hundreds
.of our young men and increase  our population by
inducing scores Lo come from other places, so. we
had.to be - content with. less daring  cnterpriscs,
and we  substituted our greatl.  source of weallh
today, manufactories. ~  Our iron foundry,, stcom.
sawmill, hat facltory, last and4pcg'fattor}, ete,
etc. have -gone beyond: -whal we could }ouéonuﬁly
expect and have been the means of givjnngydro the
prestige. it pow holds abroad and have increased in
a most ‘surprising ra}io our population, wenlth,
and influence at ,home....Capital is alil Lhal we
want ‘1o make, us the manufacturing ccenter of  the
whole Dominipﬁ....What is -to .prevent us from
becoming the Sheffield of the Dominian?ts

The 1870's did show Lhat Trure had the promise lo-be an
industrial'pbﬁn.‘ ‘TruerManufacluTing ‘Company hegan the

mqhuf&cluré of furniture “in 1870 with markets for  the

products in the "lower provinces” and as far west us.Coburg”
-Whiﬁby_ﬁnd.Léndon; Ontario.'® 'In'IBJL'Lhe,Mcrchanlsunnnk of

v

Halifax opened a branch in Truro. . Logal enlrepreneur T. G.

.McMullén started :hié' steam - lumber mill on -~ Upper Prince

Stfeet Cioséb to the  railway }iné. lnk1874- Lhe  Haliflax

L~ Banking Compdny(dpened a branch .in Truro? I'n 1875, John
Lewis expanded his- "last business to include pegs used in

shbgméking) clothes piﬁs and wooden bottle gtqppersﬁ.sv}!ing

f

into Quebec™ Newfoundland, thé ZLower Provinces .and qfso to

157bid. L f -

. 16Information from varioius sources, ' ‘principally a series S of
articles from the Colchester Sun, - 1881 - and 1883, iny the " boane
.Scrapbgoks, Colchester_Museum. . ’ ' ' . )

v
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123,

Rurope. . In 1877, . Craig, Stanficld and' Webster opened’

anolher hat faclory,!7 "a most <onven1ent 51tuatlon close lo

A .

the lineof the railway”. ’Prpductlon employéd thrty two

‘workers,. importation of wool from South America and Fabbit.

w

fur from Englénd to produce twenty-Tour dozen soft.hats and

thnty~twb dozen hard hats daily, to ~be sold in Montreal,

"Halifax, St. John.and smaller towns. A hoﬁtling plant for

P

"nerated wutcr%"h the factory o% Bigelow and Hood{ opencq iﬁ
1878 énd .Lhe‘map 0% the "t:ownl-8 fqr. thét year. shﬁwé two
cnrriAgé'FnctoriesA A large sleam gris l.ﬁilluwas‘obched on
Upper Prince Strgep»in 1879, .owoed by ?. GI.McMullgd.

There -were some ‘important. developments ion the -18807s,

- as Qe)].' Charles Stanfield!?- opened a t.exti]e_mill_i,li.v the
} - - ] :\.f‘ ) N ' . )
lown on the banks of the Salmon River in 1882. In lhe same

‘vear the jates Organ and - Piano Co. " began pYQduction from

A

b

17Stanfield ‘and Craig’s first operation "seccumbed &o,the general
trade depréssion which ox1qted between 1874 and 1876" according Lo - the

.Sun, 26 Ju]y 1883.

'IMap at Colchester Historical Museum.

19Charles Stanfield. triéd * his hand in different manufacturing
ventures since his arrival -in North Amerlca in 1855. In 1856 he started
a'woolen mill at Tryon, P.E.I:, sold out and moved to Truro in 1867 in
order to have ‘the better transportation facilities with the proposed

. Intercolonial’. In Truro he was involved in the manufacture of hats. He

sold his inlerests and wmoved to St.  Croix, . Hants County, where he
operated a textile mill for ‘a short. time. He left St.” Croix and moved

“back to Trurc, opersting the woolen mill about two miles from town, at

Farnhum Road. - In "1882 his, textile. plant in. Truro was opened with

. nineteen enployeés.

S
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B

their location on the Common.29 Tn 1883 the Truro, Condensed

;Milk Compnny'dbened, the firsi fnciory of 1ts. kind -in the

Dominion. It was expected thal the grealest market far - the
Qondensed milk would bo Lhc Noithwestgl'bul there were some

hopps of intro ductng tho produrt for use on ocean steamers

and sailing shjps a5 well as Lo American cilies. Ioitindlly,

the work force involved - Lhirleen'peoplé wilh a possibilily.

of -expansion Lo about thirty.
By 1884, the LowﬁAboas}cﬂ nineteen industries, cight of

which werée started since 1878.2? Two hundred. and  seventy-

iwo pedple were employed in manufacturing.??

. Undoubtedly, "one of thé reasons for the choice of Truro.

as a SJocation -was ‘the compliant nalure  of  Truro’s Town

Council when it came lo requests for either the free use of

. _29Gates had operated in weslern Nova Scotia but the Sun article, 18
July 1883, says they moved to Truro because Lhe Lown "possessed
facilities both for labour and shipping superior Lo the first location”
This operaticon moved inlo a recont]y va<alcd fn1]<d business, Truro Boot
and Shoe. '

210ther opinions express the 1mportnnce of the western .husincss_a
"Their market is from ocean to ocean: cut off. . from the Northwest and
British Columbia.and this s- industry is crippled beyond recovery', says J.

F. Blanchard in McCullorh Jubilee, published by _the Colchester Sun in.

- I
.

22"Report of Edwérd Wiliiq on The Mhnﬂf&ciuring_ Industiries of

.. Certain Sect1ons of the Maritime Prov1ncos ; Seasional Papers of Canadn,

No!: 37 1885, p. 72.

~ 23By comparison, ﬂondondcrry,_Colchester County, growing on' - the
mining and sme1ting of local iron . ore, employed six hundred .and

twenty- flve Jn ‘one industry, nc(ordjng to the Willis Report, 1885, Op.
Cit., p. 72 4 ’ :

. v A - . voe N . t
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water Trom the tLown. syatém or for exemption from town taxes.

Mayors and Councillors?2” ‘were eithgr merchants or
. Tt .

profesajonals and, —as such, " had an interest "in the’

.development "and expansion of industry in the town. "The-

first request came Lo . Couhcil ~ on 1’ April YB7925 '_when

-

overtures were: made concderning the: possibilily’ of
. . . . . !' . . .
estpblishing o textile mill in Truro. The- request for - freé

waler and taxes was-granted bul it was decided that policy

should be sel by Council on such mat{ers. "The policy was

set within the week. The town would supply free watler ' for

“ten years and. exewmpt a company from taxes for ten years, but

wr

there were some sfipulutions: the new -business was to Dbe

different from any.lthen exislfqg in the town, it was Lo have

ool least ten thousand dollars invested in the building . and

- . N
B

.machinery and il was to employ at least ten employees.?26

. - ‘ - .
Polidy or no policy, there were some exceptions. T. G.
McMulYen's request for tax exemption for his grist mill was

allowed on condition that five thousand dollars be invested

a

in Lhé entefprisek27‘ The'possibility that the Halifax and

Cape Béeton Railway Company shduld locate 'their workéhops‘in

»

~ ?7Council cohsisted of Mayor and two Councillors.from each of three
wards. . - ' :

25 Town Councii.Minutes, 1 April 1879,5Trurd Town Office. '
28 Town Council Minutes, 7 April 1879. oy
v . 270p. Cit., 14 October 1879. .
. B R \
. . : \

>
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. . . N . ) ) o
Truro prompted Coupcil to offer-a twenly-yenr tax and  water

holiday.28 Sthnfic]d_nskcd-for (Qeniy yeara in his rvquésl
of 1882 <concerning his préposed new mill® as ‘Aid Lhe

president of 1hc'Truro*C0nd¢n§cd_Milk Factory-??

Between 1873 and 1886 all the Jeading J.Mgﬁuructuring_

interests inithe Llown werce regislered lor free water, frec
s . * + . - . N
taxes or both;30 o ) . e -
S Litlle interest was shown by Council, at Lhis (ime, in

aclively pursuing industry. At the 4 Oclaber 188) meefing

of Council, Councillor Craig spoke abouls the "importance of

taking some measures Lo~ secure the introduction . and

f

maintenance of manufacturing enlerprises 1n the lown nand

expressed the desire thal somelhing. should be done in  Lhis.

-
.

e s
malter.3? . . ‘ . - . .
’ ’ N ‘\ . - . .
! The question of the lown .providing « bonus - [orf
< - " -

industries locating wilhin the town . was apparenlly one which
. ‘ s . . . : ‘ .
. : T : . . te
cvoked controversy. In November, 1881, Councrt moved in

“.respanse to a public. meeting calling for oan act to be drawn

up for presentation Lo the legislaturce enabling Truro Lo

offer =a bonus to industry.: Thé mayor was opposed and. his

- - 1

»

280p. Cit., 8 October 1880. . E S
© . 290p. Cit., 8 September- 1882 and 6 Novemher .1882. . R
30See Table 1, from Town of Truro 'Annuai'chorL Tor Year Ending
-1888. o ' oo : T ' L

331bid. . :
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Fable ] .
ExémptiQns'Ffom Taxes and-Wator.Charges
Eég&ggy. - ‘Date_Granted - No. Years:--Taxeé Waler -
9hunfjo]d &ZQO' Hat Tnctory....”g July 1879 210 - ['Water."
TG McMullen Steam Grist.Mill. 2070ct. 1879 10 -Taxes Waﬁér
. ' ‘ . ' : . . _ “ )
1s.G.W.'Aréhjbﬂ]d Tnnncry..aA..ﬁﬂ23 Feb . 388]‘ 10 Taxes Water
- Gates Organ & Piano Factory.... 25 Octl. 188] - 10 Taxes . Water
-'C1i$h-& Crowe Iron qundry.lﬂ..‘l Jan 1862 - -10 -~ Water
'T.G:'MCMullch Stéam Griét Mill.- 1 Séﬁt; 1882 10 - Water
Tohn TLewis & Sons Lust and T T L
Peg Factorv..... ..... ..o 1-Sept. 1882 40 - === - Waler
. C F %tanfleld Woolen COOdS‘ B . R -
: 8 Sept’ 1882 107 .. Taxes | -~
Fturo Mllk Fondcn81np & - L S
Cunnxng Co.onaloit DR . 6 Nov, 1882 S10-- Taxes  Watler
ZW,SZ Co\ Tannery....,..' ....... S 27Jan. 1883 10 - * Taxes. -
,C:E. %lanfleld Woo]lon Goods | : o .
Fn((oxy..,.;..sa.:..,t.- ..... 2 Apr. 1883 10, - - Water
(ra)g £ Webster Hat Fa<tory .3 Aprn'l88ﬁ . 10 ATéxéé Water
Sponcar Bros _&'Turnv.' o f»}' oo :
FUFnltUTC Factory‘Jt;.:i.J.. 22 Apr.-1884° 10 - Taxes  Water.
R Hopper & Sons Iast Favtory f7gju1y¥1885. 10 Taxes Water :
Truro F]OLtth Co LQdé.l..:fT:_]O»Dec.:1886,' S0 - Taxes -
Chambels, Turner & . Lay@on PN . LR S :
Purn]turo Fnclory...f;.$.j.._10 Dec.. 1886 BRI © Taxes -Water .
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al the :next meeting of Council for a proposcd-coltton: mill

- protest. was noled in the minules. 32  Bonuses$ were  roquested’’

and for the Union Manufacluring Company. A petition by Rew?
Fhenger Ross and  others was -read al the meeting  "proying

Council not lo ask the Jlegislature for any act=to lepalizd

the issue of bdnus debentures”™. = Coudvcil proceeded in o spite

of.kh&%.opposthn'-and an act was prepared to "enable the

Town of Truro to grant, dub 1d1c s for (hé’cnpcpurnygemen ofl

manufacluring enterprises and to borrow moneyt .7 There i3

. . . . . . .
. . 3 Yoo . . . ' . D
no cvidence Lhat the bonus was a " Tactor in lown -polilicsg?a

“until . the 6ontroversja1~bonus paid to'Lhn Midland Rallway -in

1898:° o L o

&
i

To the mapufacturers of  Colchester at fhisftimv, the

attraction of aﬁfproicclivc'[nriff-p%oposnd by'thc"fwdérul

.

“Conservalive .parly . ofler 1875 was - irres ls(ﬂblt. - They

:rejoybed‘infthe Conserval ive vicltory réderdlly in 1878 and

rell hed lho prospec\ of Lﬁe.proposcd Nﬁ]inﬁul Polticy. The

e

Colchester-SUn s dxtorJ 1 of 23‘Oclbhdf 1878 -puﬁnfwduoul

s

?ZTown'bauﬁoii Minutes, 114 Novembér 1881,

'.73?_9 Clt 20 Deccmhcr lﬁﬂl

3°The:Cblchester Sup favourod it though " See "Building Up  Towns"

iﬁ the'Sun,\l8-Apri1 1888, o which the policy of bonuses .wos a wdy of
1ife for towns in_Ontario‘andfthe‘UniLod States..- Locally, attention was

such a poltcy to nttract Jndustry or to on<ourng1ny cx15t|ng 1ndustry to

H
a2

.

" drawn to the ”pushing town" - of New Glasgow. and its. success with
bonusing. Truro ~ "city fathers" were urged to consider the benefits ' of

N
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Cdnscqucnce of- the National -Policy with ecxpansion of the

~YN

plant: and work fovce.

“Dr“ McRobert -of;-w. E. McRobert &  Sons | Furhi!urc
expressed-cdonfidence in his prediclion that the National

Policy would ive businessés like his Lhe means to drive
- B 2 - - .

Ontario products. from Lhe -Maritimes and to catch nnd syrpass,
T, . :

N

the upper province in ‘mapufacluring. | For Chavles Stanfield,

the National FPolicy - meant tbhe difference  bhelwden o
. R : . ii‘ - .
.successful hat factory and m unsuceessful once. - s Fivrst
‘hat foctory could nod compete wilh rmported Amvrjvun- and
English stock and it was foreed-lo  ¢closco. After the

-

National Policy crealed a home market Mr. Stanfield opered n

n¢W‘fnc16ry' employibgﬂdogble the workers and doing thrge
times the busiress than before, $elljugk largely 1into the

Montreal market. -~ . B

o - JVICT

Thd' 1884'rcpuTL-bx_Edwurd.Wil}is?7 inio- munufivLuring

garnered similar opinions from . Llhe Trure mapufapcturers. .
David Linton’s carriage and slcigh_furldry claiwed to-have

z

made considerable progress sincé 1878 and was-undergoing an-

.

‘37ﬁReﬁorL of Eanﬁd' Willis on' the . Ménufactdrihg 'Jndustr}ns of

‘Certain Sections of the Maritime Provinces', Sessional Papers-of Canada,

1885 (No. '37),.p. .30. This -“was a governmenl ‘report comparing the’
manufacturing situation (work force wages, s invested capital, apnual
output,” number of industries 1878 and 1884. Appendix No. 1 contains
general notes and the views -of manufacturers on conditionsg of "business
and the National Policy. Information on Linton's " Carriage fFuctory,
Truro, Condensed Milk Co.,, Craig-.and Webster Hots, Pennfield (must be

" Stanfield) Knitting Factory; ‘Hopper lasl - Factory, J. lLewis and "Sons,

Gates Organ»and Piano, T. G. McMullen Mills, Union Woolen Mill.

H
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~expangion of the- fagtory 8q&>;work':forcqi. _Herig' and
Webster’s hat fncigryﬁ-sold- ité-p;odﬁcts ‘cﬁiéfly“jn "Lhe
Ménl;eu]rand Qucbec‘markets' aﬁd Lhe brOpr{etdrsl.repoTtgd
that "wilhout [hé Nafional ﬁoiicy ‘Qc Céu]dﬁ’i run our
bdsinggg ﬂt_ ;]i, Eimp]y " because ‘the. Ameriéans would
_s]ndéﬁ(ér their‘goodh_in our te%riioqy: The;Naiiohal 'PoTiéy
saves us from being crnﬁhpd,out.”3df .
,Thg'unbouﬁdcd oplimism bf lhé 1880fs; as iliusiraled b&
the @nnufaclurers !of the town, Qas' also eviaent . in the
Annual Repoits Qf the fown which began 1o be‘issged iﬁ 1886.
\ t . . - . . ' P
"Muyors of the time empahsized Lhe good heallh of the’ towns-
”pepple,.thc prosperity, the iﬁcreage.in'property assessmenl
'va]ue,.thé success ;f ﬁuqufaqtgriﬁg fﬁ&u;triéé in {h¢'4isﬁh,
{he‘iy!rQAUction oflﬁoderh_éonvenienéés Tigé_eieétrié ]}ghts
a;d ¥e]ﬂphonqs,'ﬂﬁd'the‘new_.bpiidiﬁésjéreptpd.39 Mayor D.:>
H. Muir, in 1890,lviled. lhree.réﬁsons for Bérgeving;lhhﬂt
Truro hﬁd_a éréat F;Lurqf ‘fi}stly, fté'géqgrapéical_ iOéﬂT
iién ut»thé céppgr_of tke pgévihbé;lgécdnd]y, its p5$itipﬁ
ég a-key locali;n in the railway netyork-of Lhé broviﬁce-and

thirdly, its -position as the center «of a fineTagricultufal-’

IMQp. Cit., p. 121, . T o . E
39Town of Truro Annual Reports, 1886~18§0, Truro Town Office. : See

also,'gglchester Sun, 2 May'1888\ “boasting. of materiél_progress aof * the
town. . ’ co ; . -
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~district.1o This year, 1890, "is the last year- end report in

which any hint of optimism is appavent.

Still, the town seeméd sccure in.ils prosperity as - it
entered the decade of the 1890’s. “The vartous .descriplions
of Truro?! at this time invariably nole its pogilion as. Lhe

.
.

railway center of the province. The Board of Trade . (formued

1.889) report to the . Truro Dai]ym‘Nﬁws“é cited  fourleen

+

"manufactories”,, thirteen wholesale establishmenls, four
weekly and one daily newspapers, nine  hotels, eiyht
churcheg, three bnanks, good waler supply,: fire scervice,

handsome streets and squarves, public park and. excellenl

- school - system ~as fealures Sthat . madé  Trure o Jively

"progressive town, wilh ‘Lhe ‘wherewilhall - Lo become 7 7a

Lowell" .43 : o N . : . NN

“The formation of a Board of Trade in 1889 iy pbrhhps.un“

indication thal .industry was nol naturally choosing. Truro as

a2 situation for manufacturing and thal some ective induce-

ment might  be necessary, . Afler their organization, -lhe

businessmen of lthe Board nctively encouraged capitaligtls dnd

v

190p. Cil., yeor ending 1890.

August'1890;."Railway‘0epter”, Truro Daily News, 12 May 1n91;'7K§”6fhers
See Us", Truro Daily News, 16 June 1899; and "The'Town of Truro”,. Truro
Daily News, 3 February 1900: o - )

. 92Truro Daily News, 29 March' 1895.

43¢0]chester Sun, 6 August 1890.



lébbied iﬁn Tgwq'Coﬁnqil on.ﬁehﬂ]f of estublﬁsﬁwd Egdustries'
Cor indhslﬁ{oﬁ intending to_]ﬁgaic”dg Truro. 48
.Truré'did have (o cpmbete with ciher Lowné.. .Companies
wc&c.gol uéverso.lo'playing:onc_town,pgginér'gngfhcr. Town
égunri] hha a leltey fgom  £raig & Mﬂ@ongy Hat Campany in

1896 sayving Lhey had an coffer from n"QuéheCu Ltown and

‘wondered if Truro would malch the offer of free laxes, water

and hdijdihg.f“ In 1899 il was feared Truro might lose
Ma&Lcod Rrothers wjre‘ﬁﬂtlreSs factory’ lobun offef from

"Amherst. s Rumor ‘had- it that Stvl]ﬂr%bn‘had made an offer Lo
.Stanfield’s to induce the Truro firm Lo move therel a6 The

“Daily News staled the silualion elearly:

a

These manufaclurers have lo .greally enlarge
~thelr present Gapécity for mapufacturing in the
‘early spring; it is only  a matter of a good sile
and Lhe greatest privilfges with _ them, and they -
will build accordingly.d6 C ' o

“

1
v

L X - i . ) ' ' N ' * N
-The of-Ticinl handling of the ipter-lown rivalry was
quile gentlemanly. Truro ‘Town Council was - interesltlcd in. the -

possibility of hhving . the Nova Scolia Carriage Company

«

S %1 Tn 1895, 1902 and 1906, the Board sought and encouraged carriage
companies to Jocate in  Trure withoul success. -In 1906, they. appeared
before Town Council to plead the case for exemptions for Stanfields in
Lthelr expansion. < ' o ) ) :

. 45 Town Coungil Minutes, 4 June 1896.

‘45Trhro Dai]y News, 27 chober 1899.

‘a7 Ybid.

[
id. .
A o %
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relocated from Kentville  Lo Truvoe "in 1902 bul Truro wuudd

malke a b1id for it only if the move from  Kentville 'wng
def1n1fe In the words of ‘Mayor Black, "1 am “sure th?l
-people of -~ Truro have ‘no dl poql(xun to bid ™ with

"Kentyille". «s

For local  bus inessmen, “the  decade of Lhe 18907 s

appeared to begyn~we1]; “The Truro.Gald Mining Cempany. wos
,incorpdfated in: . 1892 and the " Truro Conl Mining Cumbnny

. opened a mine  eleven miles from town on the ™Tatamngouche

Road the same year. T; 1896 Charles .Stankicid sold ! Nis
husingsngTrqu  Kniiting Mi]]gj ~%Q' sQng'John -qnd Fronk.
Hnde; the guidance of Llhe you;gcé. Stanlields tha Busiqnﬁs
was aboqf; fo bgcome vér} aggressive in the Cnnadinn

\

markel .49 Their mill WHS cxpdnded 1o 13900 and ngniﬁ‘ tn

]903.: THe . Mac Lcod Brothers ‘wire mnttne 8 -cbmbmﬁy was
oporatlng by mi@~dccddefnnd‘in TéQH‘Lbc.MApilimo Cﬁp Cogpnny
‘Qpened on the:cb;heg qf Priﬁde.ﬂnd Comherciﬁft' |
E”'Toyp Lounpii had continued lhe pqijcy qf_ﬁﬁx nx0mp(?0nw:
~and free‘waier‘ thég‘hnd Cexisted in eﬁr]fgr _dcgﬂ@qs ‘bu{

Councillors were always careful “to have their actions

K

. JBquh Council Minutes, 18 November. 1902,

49Good 1uck'p1§ycdlﬂ role here, as ,wél1°aé the hard work of the

Stanf{e]d Brothers. Localllegend has it that the reputation of the
Stanfield uhderwear was made by the good name it got from miners .during,

the Klondlkc Co]d rush after ]898
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.

approved by publiic meelings of ratepayers:50.' Coungil did
.hnyb'purticulnf objections to paying a bonus. lo ipduslry, a
cH]uhrn]ed,oxample being the sum -of thirty thousand dollars

uuthorizcd to be poid to the Midland Rgi]way Compqny.?l The

- bonus was approved by the usugl public m{eting and Council -
eventually approved payment. but made  known itls contention

that “the "syslem of bonusing is 'not only wrong in principle

<

.!{u! s pnjur E&\}s‘,'[3(;r11i o ot]é‘fﬁlﬁd_ dc)rr‘u[)t tve' 852

;Thc-L¢wis Fﬂﬁi]y, as nolaed, had a long:assnciatjon with
industry in,the tp&ﬁ oFlefurpﬂ.Thciw pug npd’lhsi' businegs
whijch was begun ‘snfihe fown in 186§,was deéiﬁated'by two

major Fires'§n lﬁc 1890’;, nne3ih'1892 and dnother «in * 1898,

In 1899 the business was rembved_to Lewiston, ncuar Sheel

s

Hurbour, Halifax County, 7 in order to be near supplies. of
hardwood and in  order: to use “the’ shippihg fﬂci}ities_

available hy sea from Sheet THHarbour. Thé Lewis - connection

-

with the town . was not severed for long,. however.  George
Lewis and “other . investors . formed a’ company for. the
menufacliure of hats.. Eastern Hal and Cap was incorporated

in 1904. This Lewls enterprise was one which proved to be

" . . a
v

50For Example, see Truro Daily.News, 8 December 1899.

S!'Town, Council Miputes, 2 May, 12 May, 7 June, 5 July,-21" July,
1898. - An act was introduced in the legislature énabling Truro to borrow
the money by‘Cplchester'M;L.A., T. G. McMullen, who was incideotally a
major-§harcho]der_ih the railway .company. v -

52 Town Council Minutes, 7 June 1898. . .
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5ne_%f the mainéthys‘ ofsTruro indﬁstny. for the next f{ffy
Yyears . Wilh Qsﬁoci?t@d Cdmpdnieé (Egélérn;S%irlﬂ, IQIO).th¢
tewis WOI_‘k A'.f‘or'(:e viinT.l.he' " town uppr'om‘h(-\‘(! three }11,1};f11‘1,-;| by
1915, “the prod u'(:.t s‘,. ‘ I‘t'fﬂ(‘h ing th c_..- 'Cz\-n ndian ‘m arket 7 and
Neﬁfpdnd]and. |

',A'nolherl‘ major un(le}*!z\k%llg_ .L‘,'of' I he pertod Cwis the re

structuring 'of the Stanfield Truroll(‘nitvling Mill in 1906.

As with the Lewis -fac tory the  Stan fields hand o lowy

associalin with Lhe town. Truro Knitting ™ Mill  hecame
StanTicelds  Ltd.53" nnd proceeded to make ‘an  ag¥ressive

Y

assault .on the Canadian market. There were expausions  of”

the mill in 1908.-and 1913. The company bought the lewsodn

Mill "in Amherst in 1910 and moved into the western Cannandian
market wit.}i_ sales represcntalives in 1910, 1911 and 1912 %

‘By 1915 Lhe work force numbered over {wo hundred.5®

There were other factories in Lhe town bul Eastern Hat

and Cap and Stanfields Lid. were the on))./ two Lo (‘*mp]o_v“;ﬂ,n:f)
large work forces. ~Gcorg(-‘. Lewis and Frank Stanficld hoth

had other financial interests in .the ‘lows, as well. Lewias

53Jonn and Frapnk ‘Stanfield  were Lhe prime movers nnd locel capt
talists like T. G.McMullen weke included but alsol included were J. W ¥,
Payzant, President of the Bank of Nova Scotia and G. S. Camphell and --J.

W. Allison, Directors -of the Bank of Nova Sdotia. = " Sece Morit ime

Merchant, 25 January 1906; Truro Daily News, 15-18 January 1906.

547, 'Stonfield, History of Stanfields, 1966.

_-S5Tn 1896, when -the Stanfield Brothers took over from t.h(fir' father,
the work forge totaled seventeen. .. . e s o

Y
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CCompany;:27 and, of course, he had an active polilical side.

137.

had a share of Maerkland Waterproofs,SG-a company establishéd'

-in 19139 to ‘make .oil C]ché and dénim,_ d}jl], and duck

ovorajléf Stanfielkd was one of the . organizers of”
Slnnftcld Smlth Company‘in Truro, wholesale stationers., In’
]910 he ”orgunized and. controlled” thc Truro Londen ed Milk’

Compnany which wans sold Lwo. years later to Bordens of  New

YU}R. In 1911 he ”organizedf Trurp Fqungry and Machine

a " R : N

In 1911 he was celected M.L.A.  for Colchesicr.. OtHer

Colchester enlrepreneurs did notl have. the lasltling influence

~thal these two had.s8

‘Some smaller industrics éstablgshed\prior to Wb;ld  Wn;
U were ‘the 'Dgrké?\Shoe Compﬂﬁy in 1911:-érelocated'.%éom'
Vnrmoutﬁ) anﬂ lhyee othﬁrs_jh_the'clothing liné - MvMullcnf
Wi]son and Kdamé-(couté and skirts)liﬁ 19]0l the Canada Cap=
Compnny.iﬁ,lﬂié, and Murkléﬁd’Watorproofs ig 1913 |

Thcre was a feéturejthat Truro ppséessed which gave it

an ndvuntnge over other Nova Sc otla locations and which , did . .

'nng dcpend on the generésity of the . Town Council-to grant

lﬂY 0\omptlbnq Lor free water'from the town 3 wnt r.mains',

.Belng th geo7/aphloal cehte of the prov1n<v was an advan~”

,

SGMariti’ Merchant, 29 January 1914, p’ 28.

" S7HalifaXHerald Mun 25 Se’ptember 1931, obituary, Acadia Trust
est. 1920, was a Staﬁf!eld (ompanv : . . :

: “ﬂT G. McMullen “for exnmpjez -

N

#




.benefits of geographival location accrued to the Lown na the,

tage seized upon - by Dbusinessmen very early .on and the

twentieth century . began. Various acocounls nole o lhis

paint . =9 Nine firmsg6o0 a;r‘]isled tn ‘the town publication
. 3 . ) ow

.activily in .the down - remoained brisk.®®

Truro, ‘Nova Scotia, Hub of the Provingce, as laking advantage
N . T —— -
. &y .
%

"of the. lown’s posilion as'a "natural”™ distribuling center.

It nmoted ihat with Tryre as center, raitlroad milenge Lo any

point in the provinece is practically reduced in half. 0!

During the years of Lhe Great War the level of bubiness
“ Wholesnlers

benefitted from the étimu]a{jon of. war given Lo the .

. i .

industrianl towns of Pictou TCounty and local faclories were

pot much inconvenienced by a shorfage of lnbour o malerinl.

Prospe%ilf for thé-lown was Jinked Lo Lhe prosperiltly of  the

N .

county agriculiural districts surkounding itl The high

returns for agricultural products received by counly farmers

s

c¢nabled town  merchanls lo,< 10 one opinion, "experience n

greater measurc of " prosperily ‘since the war began than al

.

.y .

5§Eor'ekample, "Prelty Town of Truro”, Colchester Sun, 6 August.
1890, or Truro Daily News, 1902, or Trure, Nova Scolih, Hubr of .the
Province, Town Publication, 1915. oo : )

<

60Mi:Culloch, Creelman ‘- and Urqhhért, T..S; CPatitlo, J. J. "Snook,

Truro Market, C. E. Bentley, G. W. Reid, 'Blight and Prinde] "Massey -
Hnrris,AFrost,nnd Wood, - - C : '

54 - . .
&1 Town of Truro, Trure, Nova Scolin, Hub of the Provipce, 1915, . p.

61 . | N BPLLL %

62S8ee Maritime Merchdnt,l27 Januqry 1916, 23 January 1919, P. 27u

v ’ -
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\
-any, prievious period in ilas history".63 Railway wages had
been increased®s too. and these were speni locally which

»

‘ |
added to the merchants’ good fontung“

The chfsA immedialtely Fqllowing Lhe. Firstl Wor]dxgar
.wéro those inlﬁhich the rcaiities. of the Caﬁéd}dn econpmié
syslem 'began Lé reveal lheméé]ve;' Lo .the péop]e.'gf © the
.Mnritimcsi With the §pimulat50n of*the. wartime economy
- gone, Marilimers u;ﬁcrieneod the Céqsoiidﬂtion of econgmin
and po]itign]‘b0wdf in Ccﬁtral Cal.mdah.‘65 A depr§ssjon began -
in';he gpring ond summér 6ﬂ ]920.énd t he Qéxi Hﬂif’ decgde_.
'wgh]d gen ﬁllAthé. industr;es of the Maritimes ‘affecteﬁ.
There was also  a massive - exodus of;peoplo in .?e$ponsc.
Heavily industrialized LownsA like Amherst. and: New Gdaggow
éuffqrcd ﬁ} sharP. aécjﬁne in ‘1hnjf -;Anéfnclurihg'  wo}k
fof&es.ﬁa

As LBcvcéonpﬁic disorder epvéloped lhe region ik would

A be difficult fer Trurce to escape unscathed'entirely'but the -

63 Trure Déily News”_editorlw. D. Dimock in:Maritime Merchant,- 23
January 1919, p. 27. ’ = .

858ee K. R..Farbes, - The Maritime Rights Movement, 1919--1927: . A
Study in Cenadian Regionalism, McGill-Queen University Press, 1979, " p.
54; 1. D.. McCamn, "The' Mercantile-Industrial Transition in the Metal
Towns of Pictou County", -1857-1931, Acadiensis, Spring 1981, p.-29; N.
Reilly, "The General Strike in Amherst, Nova Scotia, 1919", Acadiensis,
Spfing 1980, p..-56; T. W.'Achespn, "The Maritimes and Empire Canada'’, in
D. Bercuson, Canada and“the Burden of Unity, MacMillan, 1977, p. 98. '

88 Forbes, Op. C;Li;jp.'ZOQ.
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“fate that befell many Maritime lowns in  this  calamilous

decade was not shared to- thel same extend by Lhe , Colcherater

~

shiretown. . . e L ' -

‘Thelﬁﬁmber‘QT_manuFuctﬁr?nﬁ‘o;lﬁb1isﬂm&ngs'in'%;urn de -
¥ Qlin.ed )ds di.d'-'t'hve ?rq.umber o;f 0;11[>_;l (-)yc.(::; 1n mnm.n_f'-zu‘lilr'i;x-g:“'f
- Pophlatiqn.figurcé 'foflthc town  show thnl.populﬂlxnnT
actunl Lo .in'r;réaf's-ed’v (o1 - 6107, 1921 7 562, 10
7\901): This.,Jny indiéﬂtc- lhv: hgist&npv of. branch T

. 7 - :» .o L v .
businesses in thd town .engaged in. wheolesale —and retail

lrn@ing{ﬁg like Lhe Canada Crcosote Company which openced in

'
>

1924 or the Truro branch of the Woolworth chain which opencd’
the same yenr 869 Indudiries like carrioge maling were —well

3

on their way Lo eoxtiiction h} the 1920°s, being veplaced by,

the auntomobile, a commwodily manufacltured ogulside Lhe towun,
“and regign. A service fAndustry for centpal Canadian

manufacturing replaced a home wmapufaclturing 'ndustry.”" -

The.,  optimism evident in' the merchanl opinions of-1919

,. ladd ™ - * L ———

- 673ee Table 2 (on following page). -Manufacturing Industries of Lhe S
Maritlime, Provinces, Canada Departnent of Trade nnd'Commdrqe Rurcau 'nf' E 7
Statistigsy P.A.N.S. - S S
. I - . .o . . "
. = - ®8Sec LI D. McCanng  "Brahch Businesses in, the Maritimes, 18871 - .
ﬁ1931”,'épaaiensis,'.Fall 1983, p. 112. - Also, "Truro as Distributing = ~
. Centre", speech’by S: W. -McCulloch-of McCullough, Greelman Wholesalers
«»in Colchester Sun, *17 April 1924, = - . R .

J

) . %9Colchester Sun, é8'Fehruuryi7924.

70Foster Blaikie opened  Truro’s - first garage in'IQJZ. -Chyiétic

Motors opened as a Ford dealership in town in '1922 with twenty
- employees. o ' ‘ ' : '



._Table‘Z'

3

Toduslrial . Statistics Q:Truroi

S oa_Year Establishments t.Employees ! Value of Products

coro T haeig 89 41,087 43,167,625

L8y aal G 1,029 . $3,841,029

1919 .63 i 928 | i 43,952,165

1920 Not isgued in 1920. . : o
ST T T - ". - —
91921 - - . - . Not issued.in 1921.

o -4+ . . Figures used afford no comparison
41922 . -__.eorlier year. : .

C. 92322 .o toi. 734G 43,170,895 |

Cowl L ia%a 95 o 659 | 42,792,519

seni oz i 66 i $3,080,869% . L
a6 . _?'27';.' f g h“_77§  ;? h=;$3,132,§gi~ . ’ |
: m?? R e ‘.795 v §3,117,086
.";-1928 el mea o $3.500.013 - |

e
K

11929 1 T 29 LT 985 1 43,935,124

.- R ‘.‘_ L s s
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persisted in 1920.71 Editpr,ﬂjﬁock,of_[ho Truro afly Nows

.
reported conditions iv Truro Lo be Texeellent™; the post

yeqr'(lglﬁ)'.befng thc:*~ best iv the town’s  history in. his

opinion.  In. 1921 Lhere was lilﬁ le change. Wholosalering
e b R A ot

theirs confidende. - Stanfields reported ahother increase  in

sales and profits (as ~ they had for the past .twenly five

ycarg):72- In 1922 Mr. Dickic of ltoyal Hanks’;ﬁTrﬁrQ‘ hranch

could c¢laim _that thc: Ltown came '[hrough,}hb _”ualué]rnphi@

year of 1921" wilh scarcely o scav.73 " the lown’s.nppnrpnf1y

healthy, economic condilion was attributed mainly to Uhe Tact

/ﬂihal the prosperity of the lown did nel depend entirely " on

“its manufacturing dnduslries, bul also on the farmer and Uhe

raidway.workers. Truro appcearcd lo “he "n o wonder PP e

place-for business, no . matt¥er what may be doing at peints
bolh east ahnd dvesl”  and "not - a place which changes  very

much, -never has any great .boom,  never  any serlous

firms Yike T. S Pétti}]o_ avd ¢ E. Bentley still cretaived |

.

‘depression’, a place where "times are never bhad"7 Tt moy

s
o
'

1)

H

finding‘fﬁl‘:diffiéu1t “to moke hlis cof]ﬁvtj&ﬁs al. this tinge’

B

S~

#71Maritime Merchant, 22 January 1920, p. 68,
730E.'Cit.i;p} 28. ‘ ,v P
’73Mdritime_MércHan{;‘}9 January 1922, p. 26.
CTaQp. Cit.,ip. 220 0 T - o o

be significant;, thugh} ;Lﬁal.thcMLowb‘hlux_co]lvvtqr,wﬂs
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: \ . - R . . . " , .
becouse of "the trade depression and unemploymenpt™. 7.

‘
.

e _Merchant for 1823  indicated

The report in the Mariti

that the factories in Truro were going "full blast" and that

there was vo unemployment .76 Stanficlds reported 1923 as =

year of record profits and the Colchester Sun noted that "in.

“these dull lLimes when the wail of peSsimism is abroad in the -

s

Tand, -l is  comforting to know. Lhat some manufacturing

huQipbssas in the province are doing well” 77 Stanfields,.

payroll at “the will- had reached 415 and they ~ were

cadvertising for  workers (short hours, steuady work,  ‘good
. gt . : . T ) .

’ pay).78
Town Council . had few requests -Tor concessions from
% * o - .

prospective industry in this _périod but the complacency of

carlier Councils ‘'was ‘gone: Im 1920, Council aclively sought

e

the eslablishment of #n "Air Harbour"” for Trufo from . the
. E T . . . .
federal government . The ereosole  company was given

concessions in 1924 and there was an incresdsing concern on

Council's part thal Truro should be ‘advertised.-in tourist

- - —

o : B ) : : i . .
_ -73Town Council Minutes; 27 January 1922. Tax colleclor MacKenzie
assked for extra time as he Teared he would nol c¢éllect sufficient “taxes
to enable him to receive his bqnus. ? '

v -

Az

HTBMaritimé.Merchant,‘l5 March“]923,_pfA116f Xt

" T7Colchester Sun, 28 February 1924, . S e

v

7099.@%@1_§9ﬁ, 17 April 1924.
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‘never very bad'. . . cel”

booklels and book]els dEbCllblng ”motor'1rips"J7?

The two . largest fﬂblnrics in the. lown Lnth indient ey
1925 was a good year, and 197680 was similar. - Perhaps Truro
venlly did live a -charmed lTife 7 in the. economic Vife of . the

Maritimesf  Peﬁhaps'i% Fﬁﬂ]ly~ was a p]ugé WhﬂrP'LllmPS ur&

The Co]rhesler-fnirupr;nonrs pf lﬂu-IBGO}s'nnd I1R70" 5
whohiobkéd {o ihe prospects of a AnnﬂfAélur}ng futnre} could
relish {hn- hrgghln oppnr;ﬁnilkég anor&vdx by 1he flfhil'
connmection Lo the rest of Lhe' (~ohl1zfvnl. To :)?u\ -J<Un;

Lewis’, lhe "Col. Blairs, and the Charles Sluﬁf&dex,.:lhﬁ

"steel spokes”  Turnished unlimited possibilitics. Thut

vision of & future was-enbanced by the Nalional Policy  of

the fﬂd ra] Coééervhliyé pnrty alter 1878, % Trure induslry

Was fch and nhr!n%ed'on ibp prnlﬁvlﬂoﬁ of hémc Lndhery,rngg
achieved a ‘quératv lévef o} success {Lwo ]a;gu- thli]&l
bnsed'jndustries ‘Qﬁd A hosl of¢>smuliur ongs ). . Wilh  th
hanﬁfactﬂring,"a fjnc @grivullufg) district %urruundingl 1t
ils f6rce,:of yﬁé]wgy:"workerﬁ{ and 'ils ngturn];'geggrnphiv

~ N ..

advanf&ged_aS‘a distributing point for lhe prdViQCe; Truroe’

.blossoméﬂ,ih thé 1@80’5 and ]890{5. 'Aé>{hu regionn! cconomy

‘

79Town Council Minutes, ]923;]925. The creovsote h]untiwus. across
the river, technically located 1in Bible Hill, but -was serviced by  the

" own.

. B0Stanfields and Eastern "Hat abd Cap,ih Muritlmc Morchant 29
January 1925, p. 27 11 February 1926, p 28; nnd 13 Ynnuary 19?7 ";t

32,
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wng integrated wilh that of the conlinent,  Truro was able tlo

wilhstand the ravages of -industrial spoildtlion which. became

evident fo]lowinglthe.Fj;st Worltd War. The town mﬂintaiﬁed

: - e c
:81 _prosperity ‘which would be the envy of

. \
towns' in neighbouring counties. .
N
po. - . .
\ “ \
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Conclusion

For -Colchester the allractions

appear to;bn pbvious ﬂl . Tirst. The Conféderal o

which were discernible within the

resulls., A rural/urban difference

even tn 1867.

v . "This paper hﬁs shown that the

B “w

“offered -by he

s

"in the Tederal and provincial eleglions in Septembeor

146

proposed
: . . 4 .

union ‘of Brilish Norlh Americda colonies' in 1867 did naol

candidates

of thal

- oo ) v _ .
year were all soundly defeanted. There were, however,” trends

-()V_(‘l:ﬂ']]' 1867 clection

of ~opiloig

ward pull® which was offered 10 1867,
@ * . - b
Conservalive . connection and baskeds., ih

provided by a .tariff wél}.

Archibald could, _survey the _Lown from

“gloried

r

town desirved thal

momay be .o oseen

1and

Sin . Jthee

the Iftt*c> tect ton

"the Cotlugv”

By ‘]8§0, Lownsman - A, G.

ubove

Brunswick Street and feel that -his adeas and visions of the

1860°s had been vindicated.

r

Lwenty-five yenﬁs: Tts population

center of active manufocturing indusiries.

afforded the Lown aécess to markets east -and west.

to British “Columbia. IWThiS’_wds o femarknble

" accomplished in a short périod of |

The  town

had grown. [~

v

ime .

Archibald did not live to witness fhe‘next

shad

“ )

products ieached beyond Central Canada to Lbhe Northwest - and -

R

achievemant -

twenty- five

chapged 1.

]t‘whs thé.

-]inks.

Truro. °

s

.
\

¢

vears of his fown’s)progress.' Town population continued to

grow. The . years of the ‘Great War

provided

a tempotrary-



colhey provipnces, other countries.’

stimulus and .the town did avoid the fate wﬁich was denltl to

olher Maritime towns. . Truro retained some  of its former

dignity . hecause of " 3ts * gedgraphical location: as a

digtribution.center, 1ts location in 1 fine Aagriculturg]

district -and -“its resident ‘railway workers. - The general
' . ' .i

attitude was Lhat the greal days were past and the *best he

town could do was lo avoid a 'boom and bust"” cycle.

For the Colchester people vutside Trure, -Archibald’s

¢

dreams weve hollow ones. The benefits of union with Canadsa

-

throughout by Lhe rural populalion- of the Pounty,: The years

from 1867- to 1925 revenled unogher face Lo them. - Rural
ihduéiries declined. .The wooden ship industry of the ]850’5’
and 1860°'s coastled ”Lo it.s  conclusion by the i890’sJ The.

railway;, so vital to L%e Lowp, served the county people only

to draw Lhem away f(rom their homes.' - The rural population

drained awany beginning in the 1870’s, some of 3t to .Truro

but mest of it out of‘l{he prévincé and out of the country.

The quénts’dnd labour of theécicounty people .would laenefitl

were  opposed in: 1867 and .fairly consistently rejected
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APPENDTX

A useful sudgeslion Toy further study would Ve o
comparison of Truro/Colchester with one of asgveral Htheér
towns/counties of .the region. To  he of nsdistance in  a
comparison which may be developed from this. thesis, the

following random stalislics are prescented. . AlY-figures nre’

from the ‘various census vears unless olherwise indicated.

-1861 - Birthplaces of Population

England...... .. o 193 2Ccrmuny; Holland.~ ... o7
Treland........... 322 . Australin, Hungary... . °
Scotland. ....... .. _ B3] - Spain, Portugal. .. ... 0
Canada. . ....... . 11 France........... ... 0
N.Bo oo L1130 . Italy, Greece........ 2
N.S.o L 18,302 . Russin, Poland.... .. = 0
COPLELTL L e - 39 Prussia. .. .. e T
NEYd. ..o Sz ) =Sweden, Norway. ... ... 0 -
. Channel Is........ : 2 . . Olher Foreign .
S S 119 : Countries........ . 1
"Other British R S 5
Possessions. .. .. 2 oo ' ’

1861 Total:’ 20,045

1861 ~+ Occupations by Class fgg_gglghg§igﬁ .

CAgrjcultural. ool 3,871
Commercial......... e 267
Domestic........... S 6
Tndustrial.............. 1,202
Professional....... e 1M
Not Clasgified...... L. 26}
1861 --Dwellings, Families “ Colchester
Barns, Outhouses........ + 5,165
Shops, Stores........ .
_ Houses® Inhabitled........ 3,123
Houses Uninhabited.}..;. 105
Houses Being Butlt...... - 103 L . ,
CPamilies. ... . ... .. cee 3,387 // g -

P
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_]_?3_’_/‘_:_I'_ - Origin_of the People - Truro ?
African...... R 116 Scandi i)é\)ixfxri: ........ 12
English...... e 904 Scolch. ... . ... ...... 1,266
: French.......... N 8 Welsh............... . 11
-, German. .. ...... ... " 69 . SWiss. .o L 9
. Notive Indian... ... 12 Nol given............. 77
Irish. ... . ... ... 1,5H23 .
1871 - Dwellings, Families - (;010h<_-zs[,g:
Temporary Dwellings. . ... 24 ’
Houses Typhabited...... ... 3,846
Houses Uninhabited. ... .. 116.
Houses Bern Built...... 43
Tolal Dweii}ugs : N
. Occupied............. 3,870
Families................ 4,133
1871« Immovable Property and Shipping - Cb]c‘h.(tsler‘(
Acres of Land Ownr;d. ... 468,825
Wnrehouses/Factories/ o .
: JStores. .ol oL oL “7Q0
Barns and Slables. o.. ... a4,614°
Steam Vessels..... ... . i 0
Seagoing Sailing
Vessels............. L 38 R o -
" oo . (Tonnage 8,499; Average tonnage 223)
Barges and Other. Craft.. . 7 {(Tounage 94, "‘Average size 13)
. ¥
<1871 - Occupation of The People by Class ‘~,.Co]chest.ejg
Agricultural.... .. M. 3,432
! Commercial.....i........ 467
Domestic...... 184
Todustrial...... 1. . . 0] 1,362 .
Professional ... ... ..., 297 -
Not Classified....... .:.. 859 N



1871

1871

- Bulter, Chccqe - Coluho_gw_
Butter....... '........'..‘wrom
Cheesd. . . ... .. e 14,148
\-
/
~ Industries - Colchesir

_lﬂgustry

B]n(k mlthlng

"Boots and Shoes

Brick and Tile
Cabinet and Furntture

) Carding -and Fulling Mills .

Carpenters and Joiners

‘Carriage Making

Coaperage -
Dressmaking

Flour and Grisl Mills

~ Foundries and Machine Work

Kilns
Saddle and Hﬂrnhsq Maklnv

Lime

~ Saw Mills . - . <

Tanneries
Tailors and Clothl(zq
Tin-aiid Sheel Iron

"Wool Cloth Making

Roatbuilding
Jeweller and Watch Makor
Pump Factory-

" Shipyards .

Paints and Varnish
Patent Medicine

e

b
Ih.

19

116w

137
a7
133
w07
"Bl
A3
17
]
24
45

1

30

164 m

m,
m

u,

)

m,
[1H]
in
m

-m

in

mo.

n

2 r

18

150,

Hands Employed

T o> I TR JUREIORE 36

32 m
13 m
9m
70 m,
“Hom
4 m

"2 m
101 m _
21lm - ce 0y
1 'm, :

14 f



1881

1881

1881

1.51.

N
'-,Qrigin»9£wfh§,Egeelé_:Alzgﬁg
African... ... o o Ttalians. 0. ... ... ...
Dutch............. ] a- Scandinavian. .. .. P
English........... 863 CScotch. ...

‘ Freﬂch ......... L 58 ‘Spanlah/Portagueso.\.
German. ., ..., .. o000 28 SWiSS.w oo ie . .
Nalive Indian..... 52 : Welsh....:.; ..... D
]ylkh ..... A, 880 Nol" Given........ L.

- Dwellings, Families - Colchester -

Temporary Dwellings.. ... 20

Houses Tnhabiled........ 4,725 - )
Houses Uninhebited...... : 227

Houses Being Built.... .. 53

Total Houses Qccupied... 4,745

Families. .. .. ... ... ... 4,830

- lmmovnb]v Pxoperty and Shlpglgg - Colchoqtor

- Acres of Land Owned 563,242
Wnrohouscs/bgrior1OQ/ L
Stores. l..aa..... ... -+ 703
Barng and Stables....... - .5,083 . :
Steam Vessels........... 1 (Tonnage 15, Average size lo) .
Seagoing Vessels........ 45 (Tonnage 20,002, Average. size 444)
Barges ........ R e v_ll'(Tonnag€-186, Average size 17)
- Aggxcggkg anuo of All [ndustrles - Colchestcr

Amount of Yearly Wagdes.
Total Value of . -
Articles prodnced.y..

L
1

:Cﬂpltal ]nvosttd ..... ... $2,296,890 -
- No. Hands Employed...... . 1,683
$ 301 065

$1 731,087



- Occupatlﬁhs by Class - Cnlchoslc

1881
Agrlgultural.,.:...:.... 4,834
Commerciol. ... .. ... 744
Domestic........... ... 268
Industrial. ....:...... ... 1,589
“Professional.... ... e 1518
NoL‘C]ﬂssiFicd.....:.... 700 .
-
1881 - Tudustvial Establishmenls

Industry

_Hmkoriesb

Blacksmithing

Boots and Shoes

Brick and Tile Makxng
Cabinel -and Furniturce
Carding and Fulling Mills
Carpenters and Joiners
Carriage Makers ’
Cooperage | v

Dress Making and M1]](n|y
Flour and Grist Mills

. Foundries and Ma(hlnp Worklng
Lime. Kilns

Saddle and Harness Muklng
Saw Mills = -
Shingle Making

~Tanneries .

‘.Tailoréland Clothiers

Tin and Sheel Melal

Wool Cloth Makingp

Boatbuilding
Cheese Factary-

" Furriers and Hatters”®

Printing Offices

Pump Factory

QiShlpyardq_'

Stone and Marble Culllng
G yp}s um . N

C‘,l),l_;',".}“"'S‘ orr

Numhtr

— o
[goRNes )

[NCRS-=G Lo |

L3 DL IS RS~ —

]

+

Employces -

6 m

100 w-

_ 64w, 1t

38 m

b3 m
Rm, VI
0 m

50 m
17 m

3f

36 m

13 m
R
22 m
A3 m
12 m

30 m

N

;‘35'm, 2R r

B m

8w, O

T m

2m, 2
17 m, 10 f
10 m, 3 f
9w .

85 m

It m

'~3'm

9,1
Lo
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1891

- Dwellings and Families »jCofcheéter

'Vn]'u‘e of Articles PRoduced........
. e ¢

Total S :
Dwellings Occupied. .. 4,964

Dwellings Uninhabited. .. 198

- Dwellings Under 4

Conslruction........ s 37
Families. . ... .o........ 5,165
- 1891 - Industry - Truro’
1881
Number of Establishments...... A
Capital Invesled........ 7. ... ... $156,430
No. of Hands Employed............. 306 ‘
Wagea Paid.w ... ... . e $106,730
Cost of Material........ EER - $213,965
Value at Factory of Prbduc?.f..ﬁ.. $3G1,180
- 1891 - Tnduétryﬂ"'qughgglgg
1881

Number of Establishments...u...;,. 370 .
Working Capital............... ... $2,296, 890

. No. of Employees................. . 1,683

© - Amount Paid in Wages.............. -$501, 065
Value of Row'Material.......... ... $732,817

§1,731,587

153.

1891 - -

AL

131

- $368, 346

708
$223,236
'$389,627 gov
$844,790

1891

552
$1,952,099
2,355
$673,141
$1,274,704 -

©$2,552,306
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1901 - Dwellings, Families - Coléhester ., A - -
. : , e ) : . S '
" Houses............ 4,917 o T v .
Families.......... 5,022 _ ) _ e e
1901 = Manufactures - Truro X
_ a1 - - 1891 1901
. - . " . L - .
‘Population....... T 3,46y -, 5,102 ° 5,993
Eslablishments. ... ......... e L5 B Rl R

Capital. .. .. [, oo $156,430°  $36GR,346.  _$464,5505
EMPLOYEES. oo e v e e eiee e ... 306 ©70R 350
"Salaries and Wagés........... A $106,730 $223, 236 $143,334
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1901 - Manufaclurgs - Co]chvstcf
Establishments. . .. .... 6] ) .
Capital......... I $937, 002
Employees on Salary..... 117 ' _ .
. Wage Barners........... . $1,039 | ' R .
Cost of Materials....... $690,509 . :
Value of Product........ $1,280, 955 .
o
" .



' G U
Lg}]'— Manufactg;eq - Truro (for 1910;
L TCapital.. il 82, 056,085
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. Products. .. ......0... L0 $1,334,520
] Establishments. .. ..., ...14
- Fmp]oyegm ............ A 588
. _il - Muqufactures - Co]éhestgr
. ) . ES{ab]ishmwnié ........ 80
! - Capital..... e to... $3,032,652
‘Employces.. ... ... S 1,619 )
Salaries and Wages...».. § 590,275 .
Material Cosl.......... L $1,559,711
" Value of Productk.a;.ﬁ.. $2,798; 454
L S [T P S — I —
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Rupk -in 1921 78
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[

Rural-Populatlon..;..::.

2_Rura]

Rural
" Urban’
~Urban
“Urban,

-Dwelllngs -
'Huuqeholds..?iél.. -

Population, ... .},
Dwellings. ... .....

-Househqlds.:;}.;.l 'll?54.“

Dﬁellings éhd ﬁousebélds w_buléhesigr;.

Ce

155, .
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_ ¢ 193t - Absn]u1b [n(reaqe in Eachzren~Yq§Q_Period in PoEuT”riQui.'
R " Colchoqtcr Sancc 1851 e

1851 - 186] © 4,876 . R 4 S s R
oL 1861 - 1871 - 3,286 C '

. 1871 -~ 1881 - 3,389
1881 - 1891 -~ 440
1891 - 1901 - - -2,260 °

. 190T - T39I - el

© 1911 - 1920 0 - 1,532 ¢ T , .

1921 - 1931 - -l45 . IR PR

- 1193P-w Vaqani_ahd Abandoned Farms - Colchester-

Number Yacant or o
Abandonad....:,..l... 69
Total Acres........... ... 9,576
" Acres of Impyovod Iand 2,126
Value of Farms.......... $52,625 . _ -
Value of Buildipgsn ..... $1.,27r o

N

-, 1931 - Population RuraI/QﬁQQQA;;Qg}vheslgg
_To!ﬂ] Populﬂ(]on.:...;J:‘uo, 51 o
Urbawo. . L8700 S : S
Rural. ../ ... ... . ... “16,374 . ' o e
.- % Rurpl.... .. PRV . 65.3 T |
. rotal ‘Farm Popnlatlon s 11,725
% of Total Population... - 468

o o Sy
N ld ‘ - N v . " . . -
1931 - Wage harnerg Ovcr 20 Nwt AL Work\~ Truro' e

»® 0 Total Wage Parnezb..J::.' ,219 (1 o4]m F78 F\ . ":‘ T
) "Number Not' AL Wotk....!. 2B} (207 m, .‘J4Jfl '

5

: 1931 - Retail Merﬁhéndisé Trade -Culﬁhcste}'andlirurb'x
: e . e T R g

o Soe 0 cownty o Trur N -
o Populatlon‘.:.;...i,.:,..ﬂs..,;...“17[]§Q~‘ 00 T e K
S Sforést.Lol s Lo 1ae T e s T e
,~Fu11 Time: Emp]oyees.x,ﬁ;..ﬁi.f.u:[ <70 - - Lo 3850 AT

Net Snles......... P %1,QJB,>00 L83, 813,600
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