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"qullbmcntdrldns werﬂ brepaxed to take it seriously. Thls

‘%nQSLs will uons;der what the Membeerof Parliament had to

Lo * . ABSTRaCT . -

Parliaibent and the Chartists 1839 1840. "By ‘Foan Watcham.
November- 15, 1583, ‘ ‘ o .

- - E

Cnmrtlats of mld nlretee th ceﬁ%dry.Ehglqnd Co-

~

Y

“‘Q“d one of Lh groups of ordlnary worklng peOU1b whn had

'a hlstory, and whu snaped the soe.ety of whlch +hey were @

part, ¢h§y were, however, frequent’y mlsunaerstOud rids -

; N
ed‘oz 1cn0red by both mlddle and. upper claase&, and jn

‘r.J

£

s
1’3“.1

[-z
(-L.

Jper ar by\%ge‘wemo rs of Par amenu Nhom they ne* !lohed

@g'Arﬁquﬁntly and w1th quch ardour durlng *he decade which‘
,

{i: h951s w¢1i cover, that is 18)9 1549

‘uh«rﬁ‘qm was an 1mportart movembnt bdv Vhiu a few

)

say aboﬁﬁﬁthe movement, aﬁd'whv only a few of them saw the
mportance ot “the des: Te of the Chartlsts +o become actively
involved in the pollnlcal 11fe of the nat*on.

The working cliasses horped that‘Chartism would provide

-them wWith n meanhs ol changing *h& harah ﬁnnﬁwiwﬂnt arider whien
~ 5 ~

,uey were [orced to live ,‘aﬁd which they could nst hops %o

hLug necause vhey did not have the vote. They believed

-
T
O
e
s
-+

bical swancipation wouwld bring them social emanci-

pation,. for if they couid eiect men to Iarl awent who had

e w i S A W e S0 S ‘ - N
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“their welfare at heart then legislation would be passed to

give them sogial justice - “In Parliament, however, eather

- the: leera} Pérty nox the Conservatlve Party showed any

enthusmasm for the cause Debabeu on Lhartlsm were th;nly

-

fl a*tended and reflected a lack of concern on the palt of

.most\M;P. 8. Only’a °ma11 group of. radlcals, whom 1‘have,‘

termedv“charﬁxst Radﬁcals. bave the . Chartlsts thelr full

Othexr M.P.'s showed an interest in the Charitist
movemeht'only if their own oon§tituencies were affectod by

Qhartlst raotlng, Qr‘if‘the.Obposition Memberé saw«Chéwtjs*‘

act1v1tmes as a means of @mbarra331ng the mlnlstry of the dsy}

mhere was a small number of M P.'s who bellevea that social

\;legxslat;on was»the responslbllltngf'the Government, while

others had a genuine conCan‘for\civil rights. A small grov
of LonservatJVes st 1nterested 1n an alllanoe w1th such

‘t‘adu‘mls‘,L and paternallstb in both Conservatlve and leeral

‘Partiés werellnterested in the working classes as a group-

for whom they should provide protection in return fof défer-

ence . The majority of tha parlzamentarlans only spoke about
,the Chawtlsu cause when they thought 1t was threatebnng lLaw

1and~order Droperty or trade Only‘tne Chartlst Radloals

were prpparnd to dccept i?e prenise that the vote was a

fundamentd] human right.

Research has indicated @hét the Parliaments of 1839-

1849 were passing class-bilased legislation. This thesis

looks at the way parliamentarians, who were mainly upper and

.
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middle class, reacted 1o the demands of the lower class

-

‘;Chértists We see a\group of men determlned to malntaln the

w

7~5stétué«qdﬁ, wlth“nq undersﬁandlmg‘of therneeds of the‘working ‘

people of England respondlng to a- group wblch was loéklng

»er a. change in the suffrage as the only means of brlnglhg
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. LNTRODUCT TON
.

‘uhafflsm came 1qto belng at .a tJme when soclal
oomcéxn% were £ot tne prlmary 1SSU€ 1n Parllament :d;‘
debates on the movement were cndracterlzed by~ parse '
\gttendance of M P.'s and by a dlstlnct 1ack of ¢ntereqt and
eﬁfhus{asm Ye% the Chartlsts were a gzoup ‘of oyﬁlnary
worqug people who had # hlstory, and who shaped +he wmid-

‘ nineteenth centur§ socxety of whlch théy were a part
~Chdrtlsts were frequently mlsunderstood rldlculed or‘
:;Jgno“ed by the mlddle and upper classes, and in partlcular"

by the parllamentarlans whom they petltloned frequently and

T{erHDly durlng the’ decade dealt wlth in this thegls

Cnartlsm was an 1mportant movement , but only a 5malli

numﬁer cbose to speak about the movement . and still géwer
were prepared to take it serlously | This thesis will
congider what the parllamentarlans - Radlcals, Repealezu,
‘leeralg, Whigs and Conservaflves, had to say éboub the
Charti sts, and why only a small groqp saw the 1mportance of

the Char¢ists desire to become involved in the political:

1life of their country. Only a small group of radicals, termed

"in this thesis the "Chartist Radicals,” gave the Chartists
consistent support in Parliament. The majority of the
parliamentarians‘only"Spoke abcut the Chartist cause when

1 "

by

L e

St
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they %}ougzt that it posed a threat to law and order,

aproperty or trade.

@‘researcr has indiéated haL Lhe }arllawewt of
1839~ 1849 were passzng oBass blased 1eglsldt1@“, go this
thesis 1s Concerned with.the way that upper and middle g)a
parllamentar‘ang reacted to the demands of worklng men. iThg
memberﬁ‘of Darllameﬁi belleved thai 1t was thelr duty to
mainﬁain the status‘qUO, and'had no understahalhg of~the
Chartigts}~who~bglieved that axrédical'féfofm of theﬂﬁarlia—k
meniary system Was thé only way that fhey;could achigyé;‘ 
social Juotlce for the WQrkJng claoses. .'i . . j“

\ ”he reasons for the 1nterest in Chartlsm of thos \‘4‘

parllamentarlans ‘who were not 1n the’government fall lﬂtO‘

"

~f1vewma1n«catagorzes.~ In he flrst plaue, the movement was
"widespread and was active for a perlod of tWO decades \”h;o
meaﬁt\that a‘large.number of>Members found the movement’at \

work in thelr .OWN constltuen01es at one tlme or: another

This prompted mdhy questions to the Home Secretary about the "

»

government 5 handllng of the 51tua*1ons, elther asja means\gi

#

harasslng the government, or as-a way of showing his con-
stituents that an M.P. was doing his job conscientiously.
The Radicals, the Liberals, the Repealers and somé
Conservatives were happy to seize on Chartist activifies as
an‘opportunity to embarrass the Whig ministry, althcﬁgh the
Liberals and the éajbrity of the Radicals were‘noﬁ*prepared
to bring the ministry down. As the M.P.'s spcke, they hade

statements of thelr views on Chartism, and 1t became evident!



. S o ' } ; '
as they‘ﬁiﬁ 30 that only a2 small~group of 1‘d SRR ;fslne in
%] - :

numbez, wefe conslsuent supporters of the Charil % cause.

ti whaf they stud anc;t by the way they cast thelr vs .

‘TCau%e in Parllament They w111 henceforth be referred to

fln thls bhes;s aa Chart} st Radlcals, ’Df the nine, Tnomas

thesp fow mbn coulq be relled upon to uphold the C art}st

S ia

\Junoombe, tke Radlcal Who' represented the borough oi

ﬁlﬂsbury from 183u—¢86l “was the most\con81stenf and per—‘

Lent 1n hls determ;natxon to keep The Chartlst movemenf

" beforp the HOUSe‘of Commons. In 18h7‘the Chartlst Radicals

basic civil rights of all c1t@zens.“
3 N

v -

;Were Jo*ned 'in the Commons by Feargus o Connor -and John

-

Wllliams, who had run for electlon as Chartlst candldates.

‘~Secohd1y,‘the\movement generated & lowaltyﬁamong the
working claasas Whlch had been prev1ously unknown,Aand whvch
rak;ed the questlon of the condltlon of the worker as a
oerlous soc1a1 questlon Whlch demanded the Lons;ﬁerat on of

-~

the goVernment.\ This‘guestlcn‘of social justlce for all’

SN

'interested those M.P.'s who believed that.social legislation',

rs

'Waé tﬁe'feéponsibility‘df government. .It wag ‘this same group

of pdrllamentarlans, malnly Radicals and Laberals, who raised

K3

queu‘io ns aGOUt the treatzent oi polltlcal pr1°oner and the

¥

\ *
o

te Next, there was conflict between those with a .

 Traditional understanding of §ociety u“d pOlltlbo. and those

-

\

w;th qn 1ncremen+a11q1 view of social and political change as -

\g} . fr_ .
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Lubenow puts it.0 David Roberts states of the forme%

‘ patery na‘lsw socnai cutlook, "Almost all Victorian pdter-
"mnalists held four basic: assumpL;QNb Aboux 5001ety it should
 ve aqthorltarlan, hlerarchlc, organic and plurallbtic." |
Authbritaridh‘bééause it demanded“dbedience; ﬁiergrchic‘
because 1t re3@cted all 1eVe111ng meas ures, and held that
"Wlthout lnequallty of property there would oe no incentive
for the poor to work nor the wherew1tha1 foz the wealthy 1o
rule, develothhe\arts~of goyegnment, and do Qharltanle "y
"‘Qorks.” It‘was‘brganic beéaﬁge‘evéry part should have an
i~appoinf\ed‘pla‘ce, and pIuralistié beéause.it was a society
Cine whlch there were many dlfferlng spheres, each w1th 1ts
cown hlerarchles 3 ~>\\ I

‘ - Thlrdly, the Chartlst movement was‘seen»by some

: Conservatlves as a tool to be used agalnst the Melbourne
and Russell mlnlstrles ‘ F.C. Wather quoteo the 1nstance of
John Walker of The" Tlmes, who, standlng as. a Conservatlve.
wresfed Vottlngham from ‘the Liberals with Chartlst support

11n a. by electlan in April 1841 b Some, though by no means -

all, of the Cohservatlves.saw an alliancemwith the working*

1W111 am C. Lubenow, Thc Polltlcs of Government §
Growth, Devon David and Charle% Ltd. 1971 p. 183,

David Roberts, Paternaliasm in Ear;y Vlctorian
England, Lomdon: Croom\Helm TLtd., 1979, p. 2.

JIpid., pp. 2-3%°

i"F cC. Mather. "The Government and the Chartists,”
Charti st Studiel, ed. Asa Briggs, London: ‘MacMillan and
Co. Ltd., 1959, pp. 372-373. : o
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‘class as a vay to Tighbvithe rising middle class. A

bl >
Conservative-Radical alliance seasmed feasible to the
idealiéts; all youﬂg and unﬁer‘the sway of-Di$P3eli. who

hearkened back io§9 ﬁrﬁw1ndust11al golden age, and were,

S o
X0

assoclated Wlth ihe Roung England Movement. Peel, \hOWGVLr,

-

cert ainly, 81d not Qee the Chartist movemenh as a tool to be

n

used’ agalnst ;he gpvernmenm of the day. He beliévea in o2

\_strOﬂg executivé goﬁérnment;i opposition for its own sake '

was dan6prous to the- country as a>whole. He stood for law

and order, and in the early yeqrs of ChariJot dlbcontent and

agltat¢on Peel qupported the Melbourne mlnlstry in its

“endeavour to -preserve "the tradltlonal forms of constltuolon ’

t

the Church, the- monarchy, and the House of Lords 5

rourfhiy. the great magorltj of parllamentdrldus

2

spoke agalnst the Chartist movement when its act1v1f1ee - a

threatened law and order prcperty or trade . 'These men came . ?

. from both the leeral and ConservatLVe Pdrtles, and ' e

~
N

represented all shades of opinion‘within those‘pafties:
Fina]iy,jthe Chartist claim that the vote and. the other
. points of the Chartet wefe faqdamentél.hﬁman rights was =

supported only by ‘the smali group of Fh@rtlst Radlcals

Other parllamentarzans were opposed to any significant yeform
of the constitutién, and feared the deVelopment of a fully

po71t1cléed working class.

z

el

JVorman Gash Reaction and Recponstruction . in English “W® E
“Politics, 1832- 1852 Oxford: ThevCIdrendon\Press 19675, o
bp. 130-131. = . N :
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‘Lord Normarby at the Home 0ffice Qas in poWef‘at the time

N ) “

;

. C . .8
. . \

2 s . ~

There were three main peaks of activity in Parliament
n

‘oacerqad with uhartxsm, wh¢oh coan01dea with the peaks of

Chartxbt activity in The country, and cuimlnated in the

'preaentatron of the three great Chartlst-petltlonsn, Lord‘

Melbourne S Wnlg mlmlstrv- with Lord John Russell and then:

_ of the fllmt peak in 18}9, “When Cbarflom redched 1ts secmnd

‘peak 1n'1ﬁﬁx Peel s Conberva ive man try w1th Slr,James

Graham at the Home Office wa s at the helm W?en _the @ vo~

ent rev1ved agaln in l848 the leera]s were‘ln offlce, led

;‘by Lord John RUbsell w1th Slr GeoTée Qrey as Home Secretazy_

Both JwberaL and Ccnsgrvatlve governments Tes ponded w1th

LN

greater alacrlty to reports of demonstratlons,_suspected-

avm¢ng, drllllng, p]ottlng and threats to publlc order Thaw
2’3

.they dld to reports of the dlstrebs of the worklng peoPle

Neither the Liberal Party nor the Conservat1Ve Party saw

‘rolal lssues as belng the Prlmary concern oi Parlqament
~‘They were more concernad w1th malntalnlng‘theAsiatus quo.
As the number of Ehdependentlﬁadicalsjiﬂ the House of Commons \

- shrank steadily from 1832‘to 1841, Gash quotes the dissident

Radicals as 'claiming that "Whig and Tory politicians were

¥

becbﬁing\virtuajly‘inaistinguishablev"6 Certainlyy nelther

party was prepared to accept the premisa that the rlght

,yote was . a fundamental male right.

Tre two partles in Parliament were divided amongst

‘themselves on many questions. The Conservative Party,

O1bia., p. 167.

e
r
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_and improved electoral machinery, but opposed universa

. ‘ | o o 7

however, spoke and voted with~bne volice on‘Chartism, except

‘-forkDisraeli, who tended io be bomewhat radical and non— \

..conformisT‘  The Conservatlves Loﬂblstently oppoaed the
. Fovement in Parllameﬂt - The Labera] Party was not '50. un*tnd

~"‘be Wh¢gb, who Were conservatlve in thélr‘outloox, iook the

sume line as “the Conservat1Ve aﬂd opposed the Cnartlsta

\_most‘of the tlme.‘ The Repeai Party, followers of Daniel

AO'COnnéli supportea the Whlgs Q! Connell-vaewed uhe'
Chartlsts w1th hostlllty as: hzs former follower Peargus

0" Connor came, 1o domlﬁate Uhe movement 7 ) he Trlsh Repcaler

o Qcca31onally used Chartlsm as a- warnlng to the government

that 11 repeal were not gramted and Chartlsm erOSSed the B

Irlsh Sea a very dahgerous 31%uataon mlght develop *Those

leeraWS (1nc1udlng:many who' a:e\generallykdescrlped‘by E\“

hist@rians as Rédiéals} who might well be térméd‘mdderéte
Radzcals and were" certalnly more qd\gnced in the1r thlnklng

than ‘the Whlgs,‘were often respon51ve to the Chartlst move—‘

ment . Thgse~men‘supported the ballot,‘shorter-?arlla ents

Suffrage and would not support‘any'drastiC-consti%ﬁtionalf‘

_‘reforﬁ‘which would ajter the polltlcal status guo. It was

N

only the Chartlst Radicals who Were prepared to see the

ccmposition«of‘Parliamept gltered\by the grantlng of

© uniwersal male suffrage. The Liberals WOuld,‘however,

1

: ?Angus M301ntyre 1he leerator Danlel 0'Connell
and the Irish Party, 1830 1847, London: Hamish Hamilton
Ltd , 1965, p 1635, .

Jwtei, ¥



suppbrt the Chartists with their votes as well as their
" words on minor‘social issues.
Tord nrozgham the former wag minister, conformed

to no. pat%ern, and was both VDleBTOU¢ and unpredlctable in

_<the House~of Ldrds ‘ He frEQMSNQly brought Chartism to the

attentlon of the Lords. In the Commons the Volqme of debate\
on Chartism nncreased notably aftef &et aﬁé%herﬁecceﬁfric Was
elected as the Chartlst Nember for the borough of Notti ngham
in August 18&? Feargus oM Connpr kept the Chartist cause

. before-the House\iﬁ‘aksefiﬁé'of iong,-hluétéfiﬁgispeéoﬁgS.

- The tragié gffect"%hat‘O“anhor's ?abillétions{ rantings and
ﬁnpfédictabi}ity had on the movement in the country is |
&irroyéd~by the effect whioﬁ they had in Parliament: His.

. bluster and egocentric behaviour ;ﬁ the Commdﬁs\did\much to -
~dis¢reditgﬁhe mpveméntw  Nevertheless, much that hé said
{poinfed'the wa&‘fhat\wérkéré‘wouid‘have‘to‘go‘fo aéhieveé
reform 1n the future. |

Chartism was a claas based phllosophy aimed at

uﬁiting»the British worklng\classes\ It was essentlaily a

socxal movement although its social ;deals were less clearly

deflned than 1ts pollhlcal goals becane the former varled
BQLOIleg to " the specific needs of different regions. Today
we realize that thg Chartisté were the foferﬁnners of a
workiﬁg—c]éss movement. Although they "fai]ed " in order

to unuemsUand The soolety ‘of which they were a part thgif
1deau and thelr presence must be acknowledged If this holds

true for one group then we must also pay attention to the



>~

views of those‘parliamentarians who ogpqsed the~b§ar1;sts,
for they too‘represeﬂ{éd‘a signif%cant'partfdf society .
fhera is‘a‘real‘diffiéuity‘involvéd in attempting fO'knéw
the éast\in the fr%mewofk\of the‘fwentieth Qentury witﬁout‘

distorting what has gone\befare. ~ . .

The hartlstg saw ?arllament and the parjkﬁmen+a ians

as an ,nsulument of class and of class legwblatlon. The

.

L
Chartists were working within a system in which Parliamgnt‘

was a pfimg element, and yet the only possible way.for the

“Chartists to obtain what they wanted was 16 get people of

. )
N

their own persuasion into Parliament.. However, the class

N 2 >

bias of Parliament made this virtually impossible. The

parliamentary process and, irideed, the composition of

Parliament at this time, were ‘seen by the Chértist Radicé]s

?nd thelr supporters as belng 1napproprlate to the needs of
. )

th worklng classes. Parllament was, nevertheless, the

only'place Where pétitlons could ve presented, and the only

place from wh 1ch the worklng classes could hope to atualn

'polju*oal freedom T . o ‘ "

The Chartisﬁs‘wiéhed to bring about radical

parl;amentary ohanges, for they believed that the p011t1Ca1

ftbanges embod“ed in the Charter would lead to social changes.

They were itrying to perfect an 1mperfeot sy stem. ‘ They wanted
to vote peonie ‘of their own kind 1nto Parllament to prevent
c‘ass blasad 1egjslatlon from being bassed. " However, the
structure of Parliament made thls difficult for them to

achieve. The majority of parliamentarians were conservative



g

Most parliamentarians did not feel that society was thr

-

in cutlock, and bilassd against such a change in the

constit&tioa, not mefely pécause éf self—interési, but
because this was a ref }ectioh of theif seecial oltlook.
but thOSL who held radlcal views bellpved tnat evew;one
;he;r all otted Dlacc in society, the arlstocxaoy at the
the midﬁie class\in~the middlé,‘and the lower orderé at
bot?om *his was lelne y ordaaned and there should be
a;tempt to tamppr w1*r this pyramid ~-1like order The

»*

par]z&men*arlans therefore saw the. ma*or1ty of the Chart

‘as a mob of mlﬂdleSs 1na3v1duals being manipulated by a

. radicals.who planned to upset the status quo. A few who

T~

more rdmah%ically minded saw’the Chartists as a group. of

dedéﬁated people 1mbucd w1tb tpe 1deolagy of 1ntellectua

s N

revolutlonar*eq 0r as the deferential remnants of a.pre-

‘.1ndustr1a1 age.

All
had® :

L0

Ko/

k4

th

@ -

no
1sts : -
few

were | -

1

Oaly those pazllamentarlans who @elt strongly pro or

anti-Chartist gave the movement any real measure of.attehtlon‘

3

of contempt, indifference and tolerance. This attitude
be seen in .the reaction of both Liberal and Conservative
ministries, for they showed cdnsiderable forbearance in

dealings with the Chartists.

eatened,

qﬁence they could afford tg treat the Chaitl ts w&th a mhx+uwe

can

their
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¢ I Chapfer 1
CHARTISTS, PARTIES AND MINISTRIES

“In vrder to qzderstand uhe c@mplex 1nter=ctlon O4
Chartists and parllamentarlans it is necesoary to have some
Kknowledge‘of the Chartlst movement and of the opmpOSlblon of.
Pariiamér+ | o -

Chartlsm a Pampalgn to aOhleVL democratlo rlghts,

.- and by ¢mp1 atlon eoonomlc and soc1al rlghts, for those who

had‘no voice -in Parliament, swept across most of the Unlted
Kingd9m in %he late 1830“3. Tts object was to obtaln'a_
"aaical'reform of the\pa“liamentary“éyétem 80 that all men
would be repr esnnted and soclal JUbtlce for the working
‘-Clauses would be legislated. ‘

Its major pothwoal d@mands were encapsulated in the
six povnts of tne People S. Chartex, Whlvh "wasg . published in
May 1838. There were the three famlllar radlca7 demands for
universallmale suffrage for those over tWenty—one, annual
\parliaments, and vote b& secret ballct, as well as thrée.
1ess*frequentiy voiced demands. These advocate& the sétting
\ ﬁp of three~hundred electoral districts containing, as neariy
as p0551ble,an equal number of inhabitants, that a salary of

QSOO should Dbe pald to M. P 's, and that. the sole qua;lflcatlon

11
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‘for.a candidate's nomination should be regquisition by a
minimum éfxdne;hwndred eléotors.} a
The working classes 1ooked‘t6fChartiém as a wmeans of
(préteéting égainsﬁ the‘ﬁarsh conditions»under which they
lived, and err which they had no control.. Their'major
demands‘ﬁere set out. clearly in the Charter, th because:of
the local divers;iybof Chartism there were ményzminor démaﬁdsV-
which varied from one area to another, and led to disagree-
ments ‘about socmal obgeotaves and tactlcs

‘ 1here was “to belpre5bure brought to bear upon
Parllament through petltnono,Jlnqulrles, submlssxors and
;;nv1tat10ns 4o publlCumeetlngsﬁ Outslde Parllament there
would be meetlnvs, and 1euture tours organlzed by welleknown

and respected radicals &s weil as massive demonstrations-and

proce531ons to demonstrate the latent physical étrength o}

- the movement 2’ Those who belleved that such a token show of

\strength would be sufflcleﬂt to achleve thelr demands were
known.as the moral force Chartl tb A small but 51gn1f1cant
group, hsweVGr, fels that thls would not be enough, and that
" they should be prepared to use}phy31cal force to get their
.wéy, L | c f \ ‘

The Chartist‘membership believea that the vote was a

Tundamental male right, They placed the blame for their.

13.7. Ward, Chartisy, London: B.¥. Batsford Lid.,
1973, pp. S4-85. : o \

‘ZAlex Wilsbn, "Charbism,” Popular Movements c. 1830-
1850, ed. J.T. Ward, London: MacMillan and Co. Ltd.; 1970,
p. 117. »

-/
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“action and self-help.™ . N

~

o ~ ‘ : " , 13

migerable living conditions upon the upper classas, who Look
L A B = b Rad

an unfal share of the working man's labour, and were able

‘to pass legislation favourable to themselves because they

‘”ualone controlled the political power. To the Chartists,

ther fore, it was logical‘tha% in order to achieve social
Justlce bnej muat first obtaln a Vovce in Rarllamenf ‘;They'
would tnen regenerate socliety, 3001ally and econow1ca11y,
. . .by political action to secure benevolent legislation

and administration, and by educational provision, voluntary
[

AY

" EBarly Chartiém had its greatest jmbact in areas where

1ong establlshed 1ndustry was dW1nd11hg, such as 1Towbridge

_in Wlltbhl”e, where the cloth trade had been adverqely

affected by technologlcal change or where\lt was expanding;

as in the 1ndustr1al areas of the North. Tts appeal also

"depended to some extent .upon the charlsma of the local

5ieaders, ‘the composition of the work force, tbe local working

COnd¢tlons, and the extent of unemploymewt at any given time.

"It was, as Asa\Brlggs ohserves, ". . . a snowball movement

‘whiqh\gatheréd together local grievances and sought to give
A ‘ -

N - S N ~ 13 v (
them common expression-in a nation-wide agitation.””

2

3 . L ?\
Ivid., p. 1161 = %

4 . . . .
Asa Briggs, "The Local RBackground of Chartism,"
Chartist Studies, ed. Asa Briggs, London. MachMillan and

Co. Ltd., 1959, . 3

SIvia., .o 2.

oo
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Theres was a real éttémpﬁ to create a feélingvof
class unity beiween ihe craftsﬁgn, the factory Qorkers and
;the domestic o&tworkers, but\tpis never~whblly succeeded,
‘The highly respectable\dréftsﬁén, of'ten noen-conformist in
”relivious affiliation, found it'diffioul% to unite or)to
) find common oondb w1th waat they cons:dered o be 1nferlor‘
.grouﬁg. The factory workeqsyhaq g ¢ee11ng of splldarlty and
‘comradeshiplbecau§§ of qommoﬁAexperienCes on the factory
floor, ‘while the dufworker§}siﬁply‘relafed‘the demand Tor
universal Suffrage‘to their need for adéquate fbod énd
Shelter.é
~ At a meeting oF Lancéshireqdhértisfs,‘Rayher\Stéphens
| deciareé'thaf universal sﬁffrage‘wés’". . . a knife and fork
question, a\bread$and cﬁeese éuestion,u. . ;-evary working
‘&an iﬁ fhe 1and‘£as,a‘righiifo.“ cood coat on his.back, ;
good hat on his head, a good roof for the shelter of his
household . . f,“7 Such btatements were 1ater used agaihst
The Chartﬁsts by those who feared to what use the. left wing
mlght‘;mt any new~founé.pollt1qa1 pOWer. Such” pegpie feared
that 1f universal sﬁffnage were granted tﬁe workers would
plunder and destroy pro?erty ‘
It-is dlfflcu] to know what Chartlsm meant to 1+3 .

adharénts, for this is a oomplex problem reguiring much\

regsearch. To some it probably was a matter of class

O1pid., p. 9.
o

£

'ancbester Guardian, September 26 1838




L5
censcicusness and ideclicgy, and these people would think in

terms of class power and class explojtation. To others, f

however, the importance of Chav ism lay mainly’ in lOCEi

concerns and enthusiasms.‘ ) ,”A o \
in spite‘of regional enthusiasm t,ore wasiliftle‘

‘ nétibﬁal unﬁty.‘ The rank and file Came mainly féomjthé

worylng class, while the leaderahlp 1ncluded “1andowner"'

magistrates, doctors, parsons, Mercnaﬁis, small man fao~nrers,

shopkee@ers, school teaohers, editors,. publlshers and poets,\B

~as well as craftsmen-and officials of varicus trade unions.

- The problem of national communication was a very diffﬁbult

N

one,‘and oﬁly FPeargus O "Connor, with hls 1nfluent1al news-

‘paper the Northern Star and hlS natlon w1de chain of agerts

~

‘and correspondents, was able to keep in touch w1th the

feelings of the 1oca11ules\ | . )

The w1111ngness ol the Chartlsts to be pract;cal and
se;f rellanu was a oogsplcuous characterxstlc of the movement
Locally Chartiém was often, ". . . an integral part of the
stpugglbkfor identity, dignity‘and improvement."gf Chartisf
leaders ariicuk?éd widely-held feelings about "the disruptioﬁ
of Tamily life; the exploitation‘of Womgn, the waste of talﬁnt

" and the'dégradétion of Human beings."lo These men had a

8wilson, P 117.

9David Jones, Chartism and tqe Chartists, Londen:
Penguin Books Ltd., 1975, p. 188. ' Y

10 C ‘

AN

Ibid.
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vision of an alternative society in which scidnce and machinery

could be 3ed to benefit nll. They olfered a more democratic,

humanitarian and co-operative soclety to#ﬁhdsé who would

-

suppert their demands. B °

The Chartists denounced both Liberals and Conserva-

. tives, and both political parties locked on the Chartists as

“enemies of private property, and as a threat to law and order .

winisterialists and Opposition alike disdained the Chardists’

power, initiative and-their strong belief tha® the political
1iberaxion of the country lay ih‘theif hands. \Evén when

‘Ch&ltl&ts and leerals spoke in the same terms or co-operated

“

- on a pdrtlcuLar 1ssue, the former were alway aware of -
nll

. . i

dlfferences in emphasls, meanlng and powez

" "
‘ Chart1sts respected the Radlcals, buL they preferred to
remain indepéndent. - - . »
Profesébr Gash quotes the foilowing aﬁalysiS'oﬁ the-

composltion of the House of Commone fzom the Annual Reglbter

of 1837. There were 3“2 Mlnloterlallsto and 319 Ccnserva-'
tives. mhese Members plus the Speaker and six vacant seats‘

made up a. grand total o}\638 12 By 1840 F.R. Bonham the

\Fonserwatlve party agent, stﬁmated that- fhere were only eight

1ndependent Rddxrals sepalate from the Goverrment rarty 13

v

Yivia., pp. 189-190.

12 Norman Gash, Red“tlon and Reconotrun‘lon in English
Polﬁzécsl 1832- 1852 Oxfor Oxford Unlver51uy Pre s, 96;
pr 1 B \ N

Droia., pp. 204-205. -

T
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'paILy of the rlght whlch cons1sﬁent1y opposed the Cnartlsts >

;suffrage, the provision of a secred ballot and a substantial

As Gash succinetly states’ the year 1832 had seen =

A1l

"redefinition of party, and the foundations for the

Victorian‘twa-pqrty system were laid by the divisions of

politicians. 1nto Reformers and Conbervaflveo over +he Blll
of 1831 015 The Cons ervqtlve Pﬁriy Qupported the Lmtabllﬁhbd
N ’ ik .

"Church 1n hnglqnd and 1n Ireldnd and the traditional

1nbt1tutlonq of t}e conntry, whlch xncluded the Houge o¥
16

Lords. ‘The Lonsczvatlve Party drew support from 1and—

 owRers, property owners, the manufacturing and financial

CTaQSES and the profasslon§
\“‘ . The. Liberal Party 1ncluded~W‘n1gs, who were on the
;1beral side of the House because of famzly connectvons

They were fundamentally arlqtooratlc and oonserva ive, a

A

f‘The leeralb w1th1ﬂ the party were more advanoed than “the

Whlgs, but WOuld not support anv consintutuonal refozm~ ihev

’WEre ;wepdrad to 100K favourably upon the: Chartigts as lohg‘ﬂ
* ‘as this diad ot JnVOlVe any serious changes in the

\Gonstztutlon - The Radlca(s, Lthose Membexs of the leeral

Palty who would oons1oten Ly SUPPOTb some extenolon oi the

a]teratlon in the Corn Laws, were generally inclined to_
favour the Chartists, but could not be relled on tc gnye tbem
consistent support. The Radicals nelther acted nor vo?ed c

together consistently. Joseph Hamburger guotes the Ra&idal 7

i)

kS ' : ' . s
Yvia., p.o1z2. Oipia., p. 123, *Pvia., p. 133
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editor, Joim-wWade, who in 1835 stated that they were "a

]

disorganized mass” and lamented the fact that Lhoy nad "no

. . - 3 '
. . . . 5 i s A7 e
\Leader in whase superior character and ability" ' they could

racquiesce. Albany Fonblangue' in the nan1 wer of May 19, 1833
also regre **ed That "in the Radical Farily there is this
‘ 3 ‘ 5 ‘ ‘1\ . n18
‘peculiarity that nearly all are leaderc.

.The Irish Repealers, led by Daniel O'Connell wers
also part of the Liveral Party.  The thirty~tWO fembers

R N N |

ro*urneu in the 1837 electlon Tormed an ef sctiwe p?i tical
‘nres sure F“oup d@dlcafed to the r“pedl of the Act of Un1nn

The “lChfleld House Compact of 1 835 had seen the Irish

leerals,‘dncludlng *he Repea“ers, give the1x sunport to the

. Wths, and the Repealers followed ‘the Whlg lead in. Parlldment

by oPpOSlnv Cnartl sm’and supportlng the Antl Corn Law Lodgup
Wi thln the ulberal Farty nnly the Lharulgt Radicals were
prepargd to suppor@ the Chartists' demand; consistently, aﬁd‘
~even some of these, supporters diélikgd and-oppOSed the J
Chartis§§: use of forae .

i These Chalil tjﬁadica%s‘wefe as follows: Thémas
Attwood, the‘M}P. fbrgﬁimmingham‘from 1B32-1840, when‘he~
_accepted the Chilterﬁ Hundreds. He wasjﬁy profession a

banker, and he believed that the twin caused of distress

N
o

?’oseph Hamburge;, Intellnctuals in PoJlblc . dJohn
Stuart Mill and the Philosowphical Radicalg, wmNew Haven: vYale
University Press, 1965, pp. 11?-118T

18, Tpid., p. 118.

19»6gué Nacintyre.‘Lhe leeratoz, Dan
and the Irish Party ;&}O 1847, London: mi
1965, p. 299.

ie 1 O'Connell
sh Hamilton Ltd.,
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were the high cost of food and the high cost of money. i

9]

yelieved that the currency should be expanded by the igssu

~of more paper money, and that the Corn lLaws should be

repealed. Joshua Scholefield, who represented Birmingham
from 1832»184&, wag = disciple of Attwood and supported his

pelicy ol currency verorm.‘ g order %o advance thelr cause

« Qx
-t

«fy

they'were prepared tQ‘suppart the Chartist demands, but the

S working classe% seamed, to have Tittle interest in currsncy

"efofm, and 1t was Dradual3y shelved. 20

John Fielden‘repDeSented.the Lancashire town of

O]dham fwom 1832 untll his defeat in the ‘elec tlon of 1aav

.He anu‘b¢b orotrur owned splnnlng and weaV1ng mllls 1n nearby-

Todmordern., - They Trcated th81r WOrker with -Owenite bene-

volence, and belléved in free urade. John Fielden's remedy

. for the disireSS of the workers was a reduction in national

expmnalture and the subs stitution of a properiy tax‘for duties
on articles of g@heral consuwpt¢on. He also believed in

factoiy rcform and Antl Poor de agltat¢on as a panacea fér

misery rather than adopting: the Chaztlst demands for civil

21 .
and po*ltzcal righta, He was not a good orator, but\he Was
a man of great 31mplicity and integrity, known as "honest

* it o X N 0y . By
John FIelden.” ;Uertaarly his pertlna01ous support of the

Chartists shows why those who dlsllked him Cdlled him the -

ZOMark Hovell, The Chartist Movement, hﬁnchester
Manchestey University Press, 1918, pp. 100-102. :

“lipida., pp: 86-87. )
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at Harraow, then became an ensign with the House Guards. He

‘ ahd who was & con31stent leeral

)prlnclpal Liberals,

“20
s . V2R ; . : :
"self-acting mule.”™™ .Both Attwood and Fieldern; because of
g m ‘ v ;

>

their special interests, were often attacked by Lord John
Russell as ecceantrics.

Thomas Slinﬁéby‘Duncombe came from the landed geﬂtry,

3

bnlng the oldEbt son Of Lord Tevezsham 5 younger brother and
the daughter of the Blshop of Petersborough His family

connections were deserlbed as ”ultra-Tor L Fe was educated

Wy v

became known as a man of fashlon who be70nged to qambling

3 Wlth~such A back-

- »,

ground it Was unexpected to see hlm bccome K= leexa¢ and then

clubs and eﬁgoyed the Sport of Kings.

a Radical. His son\suggests that the young Fns¢gn SJuncombe

‘wés‘influencéa by Sir Roﬁa Fergugon under wnom he ae*ved
‘ "’4 ‘

-
]

} He stood as a Whlg from 1826- 1832 wben he was
<

defeated in Hevtford He ' had always been radlcal 1n outlonk

\and in 1832 Lord Sallsbury 1ntexvened to. get hlm out of the

-

boxougn even though he was popu]ar with the. electorate In

J1834 he ran for Flnsbury as a leeral and polled 999 votes

more thah his closest rlval He W¢§'regarded as ofie of the '

25

and‘became increasingly concarnbd w1th ‘

Y

22

; Dictionary of National B&ographx,‘vol. &, ﬁ%. 1%79?‘
]:280 .. ~ - B - “ . N . .
23T,S.\Dunccmbe,‘THe Life and Correspondence of Thomas
Slingsby Duncombe, vol..l, ed. T.H. Duncombe, London: Hurst ‘-
and Rlackeilt, 1868 D. 87 : . v

Zuibld , P. 69 ‘ . o

“51vid. ;) p. 796.

[y



:'fﬁfﬁgf@igfre 83 of the worklng people and\more and more'\‘ﬁ

‘in‘ln:thp Chartlst 0&Use,.~1n the sprlng of 1841

G BHAT I

26

.%bast ln hlcglot w;thf

*the extreme?Radlcalqparty

:

not relaé hlo.exertlons.> In 1843 he became a member of the o

He addreS&ed.E"V

 ‘Nat1ona1 Cbartlst ASSOClatlon of Great Brltaln ‘

.'1] which ended thus'y:*'

Thlnk" Think' Thlnk'
~and’ remember thatﬁone
step may seal the fate of\mllllons

However T} onnor went ahead w1th.hls plans and Duncombe gav
up the Chartlst oause,‘though he contlnued as an active '

. ?\% N
oo, N

supporter of the rlghts of 1abour {f;

another Chartlst Radloal was 1n the‘Ji
SRR IS G PR
\9M—P10maolp SerV1ce untll he entered Parllament ‘as: M P for‘

St Albans Antll 1839, and then as the representatlve for
Sheffleld untll 1849 He always had a reputatlon for belng

3'“_ygnsadygnggq§§;be§§; He was hostlle to the Irlsh Church and

i?éibiﬁi;*p;[312Q;Ag2?Ibid.; g;‘SGBJEfﬁ%éidf;‘pp,‘37u%3751

~
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' 5f,‘the PhllOSOpth Radloals 30 L

oibfi.Hume too was 1nterested 1n flﬂance- He was pat;ent and

r‘“ N . . : H'\ . - . i , } - 22.

Loy

‘annually moved a resolutlon whlch reflected thls attltude

Joseph Hume was 1n the uervwce of the Edst Inola f“‘

W

~

*1-f1ndustrlous and made 1nnumerable long and badly constructed

fspeeches andﬂlong supported the Cha~tists John Leader ~who‘}"“f

dld not?onter ?arllament untll 1835, was also ona oi the

Phllosophlc Rddlcal c1rcle Whlch represented an 1deologlca1

:

N ap051t10n thCh deflned the Way~democratlo government was to

be achleved by ﬁhe reallgnment of partles and the creat;on :
32

fof a new RadlCdl party

:to take +he Chartlst movement serlously, and who kept the
;movement before the House of Commons They1ﬁcognlzed and
'the polltlcal 11fe of thaunatlon g

B Thomas Wakley became the Member of Parllament for

Flnsbury 1n q835 and remalned so untll he retlred from

I

W*;f‘*lwws Hamburger p ij&} o f;'?\;o;; i 5 fk
B j‘?libld poel '
A ) jl ‘Ib ;d i

295':ﬁff

~E?EﬂJoseph Hamburger sees hlm as be:ng a Nember who was close tof\“‘

\‘?%i°;Company antll he began a polltlcal oareer 1n.1811 In the ’%"*

\:*i 820 s he 301ned the group known s Phllosoohlc Radloals,;\f»- HA

‘who con51dered thembelves both phllosophers and polltlolan%le-:

”hese were the few parllamentdrlans who were prepared

t29Diofionary’ofSNafiohéloBigkxaphy,;vol. 26@'ppi“773<f

supported the Chartlst d831re to become actlvely 1nvolved 1n ‘
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"*QLnto Bngllsh ourrency ;; w‘if?Qf;j,4j‘ ; '!‘if f f5f1

“1f» popu]ar movements.\ Nhen Chartlsm flrst came to the fore,

N #‘

‘ f‘the Lancet 1n 18 3 He was an ardemt reiormer who hated
~;11n3ustlce, espec1ally~when 1t was‘allled w1th power, and {'\
- p01nted out what he oonsldered io be abuses w1th great |
“Vlvour ; He had stiong sympathles w1th the Char*lsts,
“fadvocated repeal of Irlsh Un1on and oppoued the Corn Laws 33‘\1

5~f:Dr donn Bowrlng, 11ngulst wrlter and traveller was a 301nt

~~‘ed1tor of Jeremy Bentham s Westmlnster Rev*ew He f:rst

= f*entered Parllament in 1835 and represented Bolton from 18ﬂ;~'.

leQQ, when he was app01nted consul at Cantor B He was

1

>i_respon31ble for obtalnlng the 1ssue oi The florln as the ;f

‘f:‘ﬁ\flrst step towards the 1ntroductlon of the dec1mal system‘

i;;f»}3¥  The leerals, tradltlonally the pdxty of llberty.r

-WeLe anx1ous not to appear repr8381ve 1n thelr dea‘lngs w:Lth~

;Lord Melbourne B second leeral mlnlstry was in pcwer Lordj
;;-John Russell as Home Seoretary,'embodled thls de31re not toﬁ‘
‘:fappear to encroach on the people s freedom to dlscuss
ﬁf questlonb of pdlltlcs,‘nox to 10°e the leeral reputatloh for

’  en11ghtenment He therefore tolerated v1olent speeches and

wild . meetlngs as long as no rlotlng took place - As he made )

Mclear in a letter to the Earl of Harewood 1n September 1938

- '\

33D1ct10nary of Natlonal Blog?aphy,{vol 20 pp hél—_

3“‘11:1(1., vol. 2, pp. gag-gea . .
_— . . N . r‘ oo

In ]852 'He was a well known surge@n who founded ‘>_f
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‘¢mp¢11dnce of these mob 1eaders by prochutnens

21

rUSseil belleved that it'was better ™. . . not to. add to the

%35

Tt was no% until the end of November 1838 when

torchllvht meetlngs and rlotlng occurred on the Yorkshire-

dancaohlle boriers, that +he leeral m:nistry “took repr9531ve‘
Cact 1o& agalnst the Chartlsts It is worth notlnn bhat at
T, the tlme Lord John Russell prEOCLupled w1th h;s wife’ s

) “»fdlllng hedlth was' aosent from the Home Offlge, and Lord ;'

——

~—

heibgurne had taken over the responsibiiiiy for maintaininv

taw and or&er . Phlllp Zwegler, in hls blography of Melbourne
™

- btdtes hls bellef that Melbourne was. always w1111ng to act

oulokly 1f 1n his v1ew a grouplng of c1tlzens beoame a

threat to the security of the sﬁateu36~ He prosecubed.spme

of tHeAringleaaérs, anﬁ“a\royal~proglamatidn made térohliéht

prooéSsi@ns illegal: When Russell Teturned %o the Home

Office in the New Year he concluded ‘that there was little

serious.danger of insurrection.
In April 1839,‘however; Chartist unrest intensified,

and the -attitude of ‘the Government changed accordingly.

;Magistrates~were_eﬁcouraggdfto selzge arms and .to arrast

Coffénders. The géneral cdmmanging ‘the northern district was

. " S
35F .c. Mather, "The Government and the Chartists,"

- Chartist Studies, ed Asa 9 1ggs, London: MacMillan and Co.

Ltq.,_1959, p. 375, S

36Ph111p Zlegler MelbournQJ A Biography of William

: Lamb Znd Vigcount Meﬁbpurne, New York: Alfred A. Knopf Inc.
\ 197 p. 156, : :

T
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gJVen the power to draw up a plan 1o defend the area agalnst
3?

1nsurrectlon The crlsls passsd, amd by dune all was qulet

-again, until Parliament's*rejeotion oﬁ\the Chartlst Pet1t10n~

in‘Julyiled to‘a;further“detéridratién in the sifuétion.
. The Government brought in a bill to establish a
ru}ai‘pdlice forcé in@July'1839, and, asked for a loan~tq‘

provxde aid for -the Blrmlngham police, and for the\addifion*

- of 5,000 men +o the regular army. 38 A *he sifﬁatioh

quletened the Home Offlce reverted to more moderate treatment

of the Cbartlsts

When the Newport Rlslng took place in November 1839,

however Russel%lwas no- longer dome Secretary Hls successor,~

‘Lord Normanby, allowed Lord Mejbourne to. 1nf1uence hls

de0151ons and the 1atter belleved that the peace was

sen;ously threatened. Zlegler_quotes Melbourne's_statement‘

in a cabinet meefiﬁgﬂbn_jéhuary”Q,‘lB&O,lth@t he felt it was

time for strong\méasures, and that he was ready-to take thgm.jg

By the middle‘o\f 18140“13}18 'pOWer Of the movemend was’“@é‘m;‘mr—

arily\brokén Melbourne real;zed howevér, that tﬁe root‘
‘causes of the dlsorders had "not been ellmlnated at a tlme

~ when the balance of power in the Commons could not long be

sustained.

7iather, pp. 378-379.

38 Hansard Third Series, vol 49, Tuesday, July 23,
P. 691 . s

3)21egler, . 309.
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‘;the ndmes of leaders of the outbreaks, so that thelr rames

. could be paraded amongst the rloters to prove. that they had

“and the Chartlsts

‘prove that there had been a treasonab]e\consplracy, but

- 26
WhenfCharqism peaked for\the second time in l@&l,

Peel*s ConserVative’minietry”had taken 6ff§cé, and Sir.James .

qGraham was at the Hcme Office The secend Chartist Petitioﬂk

was presen ed and regected by Parllament ln 18&2 and was

’

; followed by strlkes for hlgﬂer wages -and betfer WOrklng

condltlons mhen it became apparent that law and order were

in danger of breaklng down, the Government took actlon

The Conservatlve Covernment was not content merel y

4./’

1o arrest ind1v1duals but “.‘;~J adopted bold and carefully

thought out measures de81gned to brlng the entlre outbreak;
4

"to an erd The’ Duke’ of We111ngton planned to demorallve

the nnsuzgents by . sowLng mutual dlstrust amongst them ‘He’

suggested that maglstrates*should yay 1nformers 1o dxvulge

s

been informed on by thelr own people In August 1842 a

Royal FZOClamatlon offerlng £ reward of £5O for the appre~

henslon and conv1otlon of the 1eaders of any Vlolent action

during the strlke in Manchester was 1ssued Graham also

- ordered the arrest of the members of ‘the Manchester Trades

\Conference, whom he Saw as the link between the Trade Unlons

41

Theee repreSb1Ve meagures produced a

Cpartial return to txanqulllty, and the Government set out to

“Mather . 189/

e Ivid. C
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without sucéess{“andswhen warrants were issued in October,

“_.*1842 they wers for consplracy only

The next maaor rev1va1 of Chartlsm came' in 1848 when

“the leerals under Lord Jonn Russell wers‘agaln in power .

Chart;sm, though~weaker than in 1839 had becdmé~iihkéd‘With

“dﬁsconténf ih51re1énd ‘Whe Irlsh saw that lf +he Chartlsts
kept up a sta%e of" unrest on the mainland 1t would dlvert
!attenilon and troops from the. dlsturbances in Lrelamd 3Qn,

'.Aprll 10 ]8&8 the London Irlsh marched to Kennlngton Common,‘

R/
wnere they were addressed by Jullan ﬂarney, one of the most
42

‘ artlculate of the Lcndon Chartists. This co- OPEIathn ‘L

'between the Irlsh and the Chartlsts;dld not go unhoflced vy

.f‘

the GoVernment nevertheless the leerals contlnued to treat

!

tpe Chartlsts w1th restralnt and fefbearance

L. .
O Chartlsts were allowed to march in procession 1o

_Keﬁnington Common,;and onlygthe procession to Parliament to

R

' prssenﬁjtpeirlpetitiqn was forbidden. The Go?érnmeht was also

slow‘to pfosecute Chartist leaders; even when thelr speebhes

¥

eemed to be urvlng the people to. take up arms. ThlS ‘

\ sts that although t%e Russell mlnlstry was concerned
w14h‘ a' talnlng peace, it dld not take the Chartlst théeat

.Very serlows]y Although lee%als and Conseivat1Ves d1¢iered
“in their reactlon t0 Chartlsm as a dlsruptlve force 1n the

| country, they did not differ in their belief that a franghlse‘
based on numbers rather thah on property would be diﬁrlmental

#

" to Brl*aln s oonstltutlon
-

“Ervia., p. 39.
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Modern écho}ar see a. Two pa*my Dolaraiy bevné formeo

‘-1n \he stxugg]e over the 1832 Refoxm ‘Bill. Welllnston s

“1nS¢sten@e on pushlng through Roman Cathollc eman01patlon

cauoed the orlsls whlch spllt‘%ls iollower“ Tt allowed

‘ ﬁGrey{é leera])rarty to take powcr and 1ed to the pa531ng

..Ldf the Reformﬁﬁct. Frqm 11835 .to- 1846 there were‘uwo fairly

cléarly defined ﬁantles in Parllament. Lhey each-trled\xo

“form the govemnment by w1nn¢ng a. magor ty at a weneral

i

~elect]on J.C.D. Clark clalms that it was the “.’

'ﬂ‘ldentlflcatlon of partles w1th both gOVernment and onposztaor,

7

1nLercHahgnably, whlch marked the emergence of a modern
aspeot ®f party government 1n the 1836’ "QB The refcrmed -

electoral 3$PUcture of 1832 1ed to new technlques oﬁtparty

 organ1zat1on, and to thc emewgence of recogr¢zable par%y

he regular consultatlon of 1eaders and occa31onal general S~
:party meetlngs 1ed td some co- ordlnatlon of tactlcs and ,a ‘
\greater feellng of unlty |

) The Conservathe Part§ stood for‘§~stroﬁg}ex€cutive;
detefmiﬁed fo:presérvefﬁhﬁ tréditiohal form of thé British
cbhstitution, that is tﬁe éstablisﬁeé church~ the monarchy
and the House of Lords rather than any flscal édministrative

Ly

Qr spc;al programme. Howewer the\problems the -Conserva-

tives had to face when they came 10 power in 1841 were ﬁhe i

[

iﬁ’J.C.D,. Clark, A General Theory of Party, Opposition,

Yand Government,”‘The Historical Journal, 23, 2(1980), p. 324.

#Gash, p. 131,
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: practicqi oma% of trade, finance, unemployment ard the

) questlon of Ireland .

The country squ1ves backed Peel, often grudvlngly,\

as'he met the 1mmed1ate needs of tar¢ff zeform and 1ndustr1ai

leglslatlon untll be geopardlzed thELr pccketbooks and thelr‘

3pollt1ea1 tradltlons as he oame to reallzehthau ragaxd‘ess

of party or publlc oplnlon the Cozn Laws must he repealpd

.;The 00aservat1ve spllt over agrlcultural urotectlon in 1845-
6 produced 'a more~fundamenta1 reallgnmert of fowces than 1s

.‘often recognlzed The party system then gererated aurVLVed

.

"essentlally, untll the crisis’ over the Second Reform Blll f

AN

“in the late 18605;"5l el e T

The flrst opllt came in 18&5 over Maynooth when Pee}

EN

W‘~affronted onefof ihe deepest preJudlces of the. Conservatlve

Party,sthat‘ls Protesfantism‘ n 95‘the Irjsh Parllament“-

‘had 1nltla ed an annual grant to the Cathollo semlnary at

Maynooth and thls contrlbutlon to. the educatlon of Ileh

prlests had besn,contlnued by the Brltlsh Parllament after
the Act of Uhioh In 18&5 1t was £.9,000 per annum, and Peel

proposed to 1ncredse it to g 26 000. The b111 was carried in-

; both Houses, but many Conservatlves were opposed and 1t would
- have been defeated on the thlrd readlng but for leoral

'support.h On thls reading the Lonservatlves lelded 1&9 1@8

46

againét. In 1846 Peel aifronted another Conservative

QSClark o ?9?

6Robert Blake, The Conservative Party from Peel 10
Churchlll London: Eyre and Spottiswoode Litd., 1970, pp. 52-
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,.varlgdflnterests, and tha

- to shakéwoff!théir

'~"fbecau3é~df family connections) or because they belnered in..

.30 A
prejudice; agricultural protédtioa. Im that year 241
N . f

Cons@r atives. voted against Peel's bill to abolish the Corn - ™

Y

- Laws over a period of thzee years b7 The measuxe nassed the, :
~Commons w1th the support of the Whlgﬁh the Irlsh and the‘
'free traders, and 1t passed the Lords w1th the support of

B Well*ngtor‘ Aftor lts passage Peel felt that he could no

} longer control the 1eglslature, the Venveful Conservat:ves‘

unlted w1th the whlcs -and tne Irlsh to defbat Peel on an

. _irlsh Coer01oh Blll and he resigned. Gash sees ‘the 18%6”

as a perlod when it became clear that a" natlonai pollflcalnu L

\party had to be leerse enough to represent and harmonlze

unt11~the Conservatlves~were-ready‘

Llonlst mantle they could not hope

t0° become a natlonal par?y QB o

]

iFor;the,leerals; too the 1830 s was a tlme of

change. ﬁany of the Whigs‘remalned w1th1n~the leeral Party'“

=y

the Whlg concept of Tory mlsrule and Whig opp051tlon There

‘was, too, . the 1dea of a 11beral mlnorlty of the

~arlstooracy, Whlch stood for civil and rellglOUS 11berty,

and could  inm tims qf~crlsls SaVe;thelr order~and*thelr

country ﬁy,rep:esehting aﬁd‘contyolling popular moVémeﬁtS."qg‘

r 47W1113.am 0. Aydelotte, "Woting Patterns in the

‘~Br1t13h House of Commons in the 1840!'s,” Comparative Studies

in 8001ety and Hlstoky, vol. 5, no. 2, January 1963, p. 152.

QBGash p. 15@

49151@ P62 e s
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. ultrd Radlcals over 1ndugtr1al reform.

Th{§fseems to have been a widely held conception. The

Liberal Party's parliamentary leadership was malnly Whig,

arwstoc*atlc and cowsarvatlve LF‘Ouﬁlook ‘ Its electoral

base 1n he country, and 1ts natural pOllLlC&l allleq, b\w TN

ever wcre more heferoveneousx~ Whe Lnbera'* 1ost thelr

control of the Engllsh countles 1n the 1835 electlon,‘and o

be@ame dependent on urban and non Engllah conbtltucnoles

\for thelr support Thelr problem was, therefore, £0 evo wve

;"a brand of leerallsm whlch WOuld gu¢de ?adlcallsm 1h00

mmmgmmhapawS n50

%

Rad1callsm 1toclf was extremely dlfIUbe in its phllo—

L

i\bophles, there wab'no one radical phllosophy Tn splte of

tthelr dlfferences,‘however, the Radlcals played a CQnslderaEle¥
‘ :role Ain +he 1830 s and lBQO s in Varlous polltlcal and soc;al

‘canes ‘ mhere were some strange alllances 00, for example-‘

"-‘when,iﬁm!ultra»Tory, Rlchard Oastler, col]aborated W1th the

511,\ .
Party commanded a substantlal measube of 1oyalty in’

the Lhartlot era,\even though magor events could upset such

alleglance Nevertheless between 1835 and 1845 in particular

there was a measure of‘papty order whlch sets this deca@g

‘  apart ‘>‘l \ J‘\\

It was durlng this period that the Home Office had

to deal with a flow of information from ]ocal au*horltves )

5OIbid., pp. iéu»léé.

51J 7. Ward, "Introductlon Brltann ¢. 1830-1850:

. The Background " Popular Movements c. 1830-1850, ed. J.T..

Ward, London« Maclelan & Co. Ltd., 1970,.p. 17.
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‘about Cnarfisﬁ dembnstrations, ploté and threa%s. fLiberal'

and Conservatlve m1n>stxles alike re bponded more to 1eports

WhLCh suggested that pUbllC order mlght ‘be threatened tnan‘
‘\\

ftbey d}d to reports of aOClal dlstress_ Large muetlngs were

;oon51dereu dangerous when Lhey seemed Lo thre Len the peaca{

’mere gpeeches; thou&h often dellbérately vnfjanmatary, Were

b e Sl e e a3

X,

usually 1gnored by most pOll»lClanS

Nhat then was tke reactlon and what were the feellngs

‘of par]lamentarlans who waere net in tne Current mlnlsfry

N v

when the subgect of Lhartzsm was dlSCUSsed in Parllament9

L L Y y
I L Sm  n e, JEPE



Chapter 2
.THE PARLIAMENTARTANS' RESPONSE 10 CHARTISH'S
FIRST .PEA.K - 1839-1840

Hyal

wlliiam Aydelotte p01rts out‘fhat "0 . the cenbral

"igssue of DOllthS was not “the welflars of the poor but the

2P

dlvergenu 1nterests of the rlch.‘l Gash agrees with this

RN

D

Qplnlon and st teb that \,\~\<

. . when the. pllght Qf the Loar and deanCL]EbS
came. under the attention of the legleature the gensral
attitude of the politiclans was. pragmatic and undoctrin-
aire, and "their soluticns, thereiore were plecemeal and

& eXDeerental improv1satlons 2 . “~ o \

2 L o : 4

;%‘ .arllament was, howaver, interested in maintgiﬁihg
k‘gi- -law and” order, an@‘Nather SGES‘itS functioh.és being TWO-

‘? ‘fold in chaﬁactér.' By taklng 1eglslat1ve action it would

iétréngthén the powers of ‘both oéntral and Tocal aut erltlcs,

and by questlenlng *ne mlnlsters of tne Crown, rece1V1r

»

’ petltlons, and authorlzlng 1nquirie$, 1t‘would.control the‘

exercise Sf pbwet both‘céntrally‘and locally.

. lW1Wllam Q. Aydelotte. "Voting‘Paitézns in the
British House of Commons in the 1840's," Comparative Studies
];1n\Soclety and Hlstory,\VOl 5, no. 2 January 1963, p. 157..

. Norman Gash, Reactlon and Reconstruction in English
Politics, 1832- 1852, Oxford.: The Clarendon Press, 1963,

p. 129. - e L .

b x

3F.C.‘Mather, Public Order in ithe Age of the Chartlsto,
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 19)9 D- 29




The *QBO s was peried of stagnation of real wages,

for e 1though 1nduotrlal outpuu was 1ncreaslng, food Wa s

~_Hﬂv1ng to be lmported and 1nvestanTs were flnanc1nv exporta
1not o}eapenlng geods for the home market Elghteen thlty—
‘saven Was a year of depress1on and unemployment ano was .

~followed by bad harvest in 1838 39

-,

Chart;st unrest begda to spreaé : However, the‘

}parllamerta11ans dld llttle T put pres sure upon the leeraW
"mlnlstry, and references to the Chaltiot dlsturbanoes in this
~per10d axe surprlslngly few . Tn Decamber i83? John Tlelden

\accused the'uovernment of huvzng f911ed in 1ts duty by nct f

nlnqulrlng lnto the Antl Poor Law rlots Wnlch had oocurred 1n

3_the West Rldlng of {orkshlre b~ Tlelden The Chartlst Radloal

)

weav¢ng mllls 1n Todm@rden,,wab 1n some Wdyb qulta consexva— o

Rad

tive "in hls outlook but as a free trader he was. classed as

a‘Radlcal ¢n Pazl;amen* & It is worth notlng that ne;ther B

\of the two leeral ‘M.P.'s who represented the West Rldlng,

Vlscount‘Morpeth and Sir eoxge Strlckland had consxdered

the matter sufflclently Jmporbant to Ialoe a questlon in the‘

S

‘:Hpuse. jPerndps it 13 2180 worbh notlng that in, the lel

g@i@.‘,_pp‘!#i—& S

a-

“Hansard, Third Series) vol. 39, p. 9hB.

6Mark Hovell "The Chart st Movemenf Manéhsster:

Manchester Unlverqlty Press, 1908, p. L81.

é@

»

lNember foz Oldham in Lancashl*e and co owner of splnnlng and
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Feneral electlon Vlscount ﬁbrpéth was‘defeated,‘andjsir
George dld not run 7 N
In the_ prlng of 1859, When accounis of the armlng

of Chartlsts in the Northern manufacturlng dlstrlcts was f«~~

rlfe, the parllamentazlans btlll showed 11tt1e 1nterest nd\

“the matter was on?y ralSed four tlmes ln thz Commoﬁs The ,‘&
flrst questlon was ralqed by ThP arch—reactlonary Con erva—
tlve M P for Llncoln uolanel C D W. Slbthorp on Aprll 8
1839 He demanded to know what actlon the Whlg Mlnlstry was‘\
takmng to dea£>ﬁ1th the Chartls%x who were armlng 1n the“ )

Manchester area As ‘a result the Home Searetary,_Lord John B

Russell tabled a letter whlch he had sent to the Lords—

Tt Lleutenants of the Countles 8

It was not untll Apr11 30 that the Chartlst
dlsturbances were agaln dlscubsed ; Thls tlme 1t was
Vlsccunt Dungannon the éonservatlve Member for ‘the Ll Ly of
Durham who bxought up the "sedltloUS and 1n11ammatory"ﬁ

language whlch had been used by speakers at. a Chartlst e

if meetlng at Smlthfleld 9 The House showed 11ttle enthu51asm

for dlSCUSSlng the matter. and 1t was left to Thomas Attwood

:“\ the Blrmlngham bahker founder of the Blrmlngham Polltlcal

Unlon and Radxogl Member for that Mldland cxty, to deiend

" the act;pns of the Whlg Home Secretary. Lord John Ruﬂsell~

: ?Charles R Dod Electoral Facts 1832° 855" Imgartlallx
Stated Brighton: . The Harvester Press Ltd , 1972, p. BEO :

8Hansard Thlrd Serleo, vol. &6 Monday, Aprll 8

183§ p. 1239:

91b;d.{*Y015 47,§p3 6825\'
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had indeed jncre sed hls v1g11an0e in the, early monthb of g% .

\hothéads had bcen USed by “Torles Radzcals and Neutrals“ffor

f‘]the}r own purposes

5by flery orators

36

';v1839 He had authorlaed the openlng of the mall of hartwefl
‘nlchardeon Vlnceht and Wade, promlnent Charulsts, but had ‘_1‘ .;

‘refused to agree to the maglstrates dem@nd‘for a fullfsoale‘

attack on the Chartlstg lO i

. At wood sug ested to the House that the appeals to

arms had oome from "the 1ntense eloquence" of some Chartlst
‘fspeakers, but thls was not the general feollng of the maworlty

“\He statcd hls bellef that the ‘speeches of the phy31ca1 force i ' 5

)

I He thus 1mp11ed thut These groups were

‘ftrylng to dlscredlt both the Chartlsts and the leerals

On May .6 the. leeral Mlnnstry surv1ved a Comwons

‘_‘jdlvlslon on the Jamalcan constltutlon by a mere flve votes,\*

and Melbourne r881gned As a zesult the presentatlon of the :l‘j\f R

x:‘fChartlsts Watlonal Petltlon to Parllament was delayed 7Thé»

S

\‘delegates, who were a%tendlng the Chartlst Convenﬁlon 1n\f.

ey

\London moved to Blrmlngham perhaps because they feared what’
'mlght happen to them 1f they remalned in London and the

F"COﬂservatlves formed a government In Blrmlngham exolted

w0

) crowds gathered 1n The Bull Rlng eVery day to be harangued

. 3 N A

N

105 2. @rd, Chartism, London: B.T. Batsford Ltd.,

1973, p. 121. o

1l}fanaard Thlrd Serleb, vol. 4? Tuesday, Ap”ll 30,
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Peel was unable to form a Coﬁservative Ministry, and

bon May 13,_1839 “the leeral Wlnlsters resumed office Twq
"‘dayb later a’ motlon was made to adJOurn the Housa unbll May
‘2? thus the presentatlon of the Chartlst Petltlon was a0a1n 
: delayed and when the Rt Hon Wllllams Wynn, Conservatlve

‘%;.M P, for Montgomeryshlre and an acknowledged expert on

parllamentary Law ana precedent protested agazhst the rash* 

‘ness of adgournlng Parllament at such a, tlme, he was 1gnoredf

nynn belleved that Jocal maglstrates should be given iurtherﬁ

‘powers tm deal with uprlolngs before the Fouse adgouxneu ‘and

"‘he consequeptly vohed agalnst ddgournment when the Fouse -

‘divided on May 15

@

o Sir Harry Verney, the leeral Member “for Bucklngham
1 . &

‘asked if the Government planned to establlsh a more effectlvev
‘rural pollce force to malntaln order,13 and Thomas Attwood

;~"iong 1a%e11ed as a crank who belleved that the pollce force

had been organlzed 1n order to zepzesa pxotests and-to hlp

'sedltlon 1n the bud 1& asked 1f it 1nténded to Jntroduce new

:penal measures. Attwood fel* thﬂt the present 1aws were qulte

sufflclent to- deal w1th the sltuatlo;h and belleved that

ffurther measures m&ght 1nflame the people.

lZIbld , Wedneqday, Msy 15, 1839, pp. 1025-1026.

13Ib1d., p. 1027.

ove21, p. 100, o S : SR
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‘ suggested that ihere was "so ethlng‘

38

Attwood suggnsted thaT eppe@ls fOr the use of phys;cal

»

8

‘iorce nad come from the - -ﬂntenbe eloquenCE‘ of some Irish

oratoru, abd tnat such speeches had been dlstorthd by thoge

who wanted to enoourage the spread of rumOurb abcut Chartists
- tak;ng up arms . 15 Joseph Hume, the Cnartlst Radlcal ﬂember

_for Kllkenny,‘supported Attwood ;and eXpresssd it ds hlS_:

opinioﬁ;%hat the w1despread agltatibn"had~beeh caused by'é

~few hotheads who had misled ‘the people. He, too, opposed

" 16

any modlflcatlon of the ex1st1ng 1aws

The Commons‘showed nO'w1sh t0 proloﬁg-diécussion of

‘the matter | Of the three leeral M P.'s who spoke at this

. Time tne two Radlcals acted as tellers for the ayes on the

motlon to adaourn, and the- third, Slr Harry Verney, voted

. for the motlon

¢ .
. Certaln rlght w1ng Conservatlves contlnued to harry

the- Government over 1ts 1aok of ac%lon in dealing w1th the

phy31oa1 -force Chartlsts " On June 8, 1839 Vlscount Dungannon

b

'demanded that the House should sSee any communlcatlons from o

. the ¢ocal auihurlules about the assembllng and armlng of

Charllsts 17 Lolonel Slbthorp bupportea thls motx@n and

f\he charged that Russell s refusal to comply w1th the request

ehlnd the ourtaln"‘and

lean°ard Thlrd
1839, p. 1027.

161314, p. 1028.

01 .. 47, Wednesday, May. 15,

g -

17Ibid,{ vol. 48, Thursday, June 6, 1839, pp< 32-33.

e



thai)the;ﬂome Secretary sh make a statement to the

'\Hduse;lg

E ThomaS'Wakléy,‘the~Ch ;tié£~Radical Member ' for
11nsbury,.supported the Lorservatlve demandb for a stdtemenb
onr the’ armlng of the Chartlsts not because he wanted to

'embazxass the Whig Mlnlbtry, but becaube he belleved that the

) aocounts of the number:\t§v01Ved had been greatly exaggerated
and because he refuueé to believa that 50 many of the workerb
could be mlsled in thls way 19. The leeral M P for Walsall
Fran01s Flnch stated hls bellef that the. pzcss had exaggezated
“the numbers who were alleged to se érmlng Upon recelv1ng

‘assurances from the Home Secretary that the state of affalrsk

S in the area was batlsfaotory, Dungannon thhdrew hlS motlon 20

Fears for %he securlty of persons and property were allayed

for a t%me ] _

£ - Y " o Oﬁ June 1& 1839 came the 1ong~wa1ted event Attwodd

. \ belleved 31noere}y in tha*polltlcal demands of the Chartls%s
because he feld that the demand for good 11v1ng conaltlons

‘~for’§he workers wou}d‘nev§r be given primacy by the polltlclﬁps
until the latter'were médéwresponsjb1§ to a universai aduit ‘

. male electordte - By the tlme thls document reached Parlia-
ment there were 1,280, OOO blgnatures dfflxed to 1t iAttwood.;\
accused the House of Jgnorlpg the spoial distress which was

 at the root of working class;djscdntént. He made clear hisk

beiief"that the wishes of the working glasses had been

\

N g hj‘ _» . o N : . N i v‘- .
Y¥1via., p. 335 Yia.  “%mpia., pp.33-3%.
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‘~d10rév arded in the past bacane they had no polltlcal voice

He stated his whole- hearted support for thc six p01nts of
‘the,Charter, whlle repud;atxngl 'any use of force to aghleve

*ts ends w2l : k . | “ |
The Natlonal Petltion sald that Charblsbs sought a-

Xalr day s wage for a falr day s work -and that hin they

\cou*d not have that as well as Iood and clothlng for thelf
.?amvlleb, then they would. 1awfuily try to ohahge the

representatlon of ‘the House The Chartlsts observed that
‘-the country denled them one- quarter the value of *hezr
.;lébgur_ The petltlon was duly tablcd 22

o - Slr George Smlth Conservatlve Member for Colchester, <
| protested that Attwood had broken a HouSe rule by maklng a ..

\ speech when presentlng a petltlon Even amengot Essex

Chartlsts there was a "keen susp1c1on df the extremlsm of

the 1ndustr1al north, 2? and Sir George rldlculed the 1mmense»
f%\.~‘ R petltlon ‘whlch had been rolled into. the” House as,‘f}
} :‘~ e \tnat rldlculous plece of machlnery 2k This at? 1tude eohoa%
o0 the view of Chartlsm as melodramatlc and even far01ca] whlch
Alex Wllson suggebts wa.s falrly w1de1y held, both in the

‘ House.and in the countyy. From tlme to time respectab3e

‘ : 21Ibld .rp. 222-225r

Ibld » D- 225,

ZBHugh Fearn "Chartlsm in Sqffolk . Chartist Studiesﬁ'
ed, Asa Brlggs London MauMlllan,and Co. Ltd.}‘1959, . 172.

ZJ'Hzx:msard Thlrd Serles, vol. B8, p 2261



AL
socxeiy engoyed a laugh at the folly, dis comfltuxe and
~d13app01n+ment of the. Chqrtlsts There certalnly seems 1o

“ have been a Propen31ty for bofh upper and mlddle olasues To“

*
I

- look down»thelr noses at thls~1ower alaQS'attgmpt at self—

absertlon 29

: Oh June 25 1839 the Tory Earl StanhoPe rose in the V

 Lords to present s?veral petltlons 1n favour of manhood

. suffrage and the secret balLot,fand thus prov1ded the -

o~ ‘ﬂm

Members of the Upper House with an @ppoxtunlty to alr‘the3r *

. }§“ : 'i “oplnlons.~ At the tlme of the pa831ng of the Reform B111 he . W; 
: A " had warned the Hquse that unless Parllament redressed theseld
§ 7‘gr1evances then arguments for Palllamentary reform would be-
: junanswerable The comp051t1on,'oharaoter and oonduct of the»
g - “Commons had now lost the COnfldence of the people and merlted
%  ‘Ton1y thewr contemp% {;
! ' Stanhope hlmself was opposed to the conoept of manhood
suiirage, becauve he belleved it would give one claso sufflc—
N o - lent power Whlch Cif 1t chose to use phy51ca1 force, wou]d
; - leave property w1thout protectlon He did, h@wever belleve
-that ayéry class should be represented in Par‘lament buil
‘f:w1thout the danger of one .class belng swamped by another
lee many who were concerned w1th admlnlstraiive rontlnuafy
Stanhope favoured trlennlal OV@r annual arllaments ‘
) Stanhopé asked the Lords to»eonsider why'the w§rkihg ‘

‘clagéeé‘weﬁé deméndihg parliémentary reforn, and‘taking to

. : e 25A]ex Wilson, "Chartism,” Popular Movements c. 1830-.
o _ . 1859 ed. J.T. Ward, London: MacMillan and Co. Ltd., .1970,
‘ _— - p. 131. . . :

2k,
=<
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‘ a@vocacy of }1bqra] causes\

Vfa result of the Reform

2.

arms.. He believed that the peonle had DLEﬂ arger 2d by the

: New Poor: Law by the desperate condltlon of the hand loom,
;weaVers, by poor qondltlonsiln the factor;es, and’ by the
‘attxtude of Dafliabent ' He‘felt that the péér‘had\beén
“mibled 1nto\bellev1ng uhat unlverbal suifrage would curs all“

. these 11]3,.but he oontended that the suffrage should e -

extended by g3v1ng the rlght of votlng by class 76

r

It should be remembered that Stanhope had dream'

a nataonal federatlon of Ant1 Poor Law socletzes pledﬂed 1o’

krepeal the Act of 183@ and he took thlb opportunlty of

Pl

bialrlng-hls strong feelings on the pllght of thc _poor. ‘He}‘

also, belng a. conv1nced pr@tectlonlst ? made c]ear his

.dlsagreement w1th the free traders promlse that a free
© . ogystem! WOuld 1mprove the workers standard of 11v1ng, or

* that open fore1gn markets were needed to ensure Brltlaﬁ ‘8

‘economlc well- belng 28 .

Stanhope was foll@Wed by Lord Bzougham one~fjme

\ Whlg mlnlster ~and long time eccentrlc Wlth a thlrst forv

.

fame and notorlety and a- glft for powerful oratory He had

,w; ._‘ A

long beerr 1dentified with a- radical demand for change and

‘ct‘many were unrepresented in

6Fan°ard Thlrd Serles, vol 48 Tuesday, June 25,

‘ 1839» Pp. ?99‘807

(

Cambrldge UanerSlty Press 19?1 p: 1h.

ZBHansard Thlrd Serles, vol &8 PP 803 809

-

of .

He‘agreed w1th utanhope that db“

7Rober* Sfewart)%The Polltics of Protectlon Lopdon;
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43

Parliament, and that the Government seemed to be determined -

" to oppose further refQle' Brougﬁam lackéd stabilitykand
'oalanoe, and could be as embaxra531ng to his polil tlésl
- frlends as to his polltlcal enemies. HlS promm'n to the

\highest 3ud1clal OIflC& 1n the Klngdom in 1830 had ‘been seen

by many as a move to place hlm in a posltlon wnere he coula
o

bause 1ess trouble than ne had in the Commons as W P for

29

The . chlef cr1t1c1sm against hlm wa s that hn

attempted too much apd_knew too 1ittle ‘about too many

30

Brougham stated that any 1nbe111gent well- 1nfoxmed

'i man “should. have the rlght to vote, a phllosophlcal de01s1on i

; well nlgh 1mp0331ble to 1mp1ement He con31aered the payment?‘

of M.P.'s and the removal of property»quallf}callons for

?Members 1o be unlmportant perhaps for the wealthy, ]anded
'\classeg, but not for those of lesser mcans Nevertheiess,

_he opposed annual parllaments because the expense of annual
felectlons would favour those with a-"long purse,” which showsv
.h\s lack of ba]anced reasonlng Braugham felt that the Lords1

‘sh?uld con81der tne petltlons from the unrepresented olasses

v

;ser;qusly, but he saw no danger of revolgtlén. He be]leved

. \ZgArﬁhur Aspihall, Lord“ﬁfougham and the Whig Party,“
Magchester; University of Manchester Press, 1927, pp. 187-
188. . B ) o

3Ormia.y p. 253.

.
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Lhat the people wexe ”pexfgctly trdnqul?“ in splte of a small o

;group of maschlef makers who had trled to fan the spark of

31

Stanhope dlsagxeed wlth Brougham on thls poxnt " He
belleVed that the peop}e hwd been brought to the p01nt of
revolutlon by pOVQrty and unemployment S In Dplte of his-
apparpn+ sympathy for the masses he 3nformed the Lords that

©e  had *efused to present ‘the Natlonal Conventlon s petl+3on

 to the HOUSe because he could hot consclentlously suppora

32

"1ts pr&nclpies o o . o et

: The Duke of Welllngton categorlcally stated hls OWn

' pdéition on the 31de of law and order ~He agreed wath

'Melbourne that the extenSLOn of the suffrage was not 1n the

best Jnterests of the country.‘and that a oecret ballot was

: bac% nbstalgicallY‘t§~ pre 1ndubtr1al age of paternallbm

the magorlty of the Members of the Lords were,kllke Welllng—

o ton law and order men and had not brought forward any R

: measurps because he knew that they would have 1o chance of .

success It would seem that hlS anger was directed: agalnst

) ~the socaal condltlons caused by the 183& Poor Law 1ather than‘*

;agalnst the parllamentary systen. - Stanhope seemed to look

v:

and brotecﬁion, and affully pollt1c1zed working class would

neot Tit inte nis picture of society.

3

oL

leansard Third Serleg, vol. 48, Tuesday, June 25,.
1839, pp B09- 325 " : : ‘

J21bia., pp. 825 826. 2’Ibid., pp. 826-827.

-7

y »an "obnox10us un- Engllsh ‘medsure., ”33 Stanhope reallzed that ‘°i:’

N
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On Joly b, ]839 Trouhle flared up in BlTMlngham ~ Qn
that day the Wayor. arrlved in the city w¢th szxty London
: pollcemen “to find & holisy Chartlbt meetlng in progress in
fhe.Bull Ring. " The police were orderea to. clear the crowd
and a rlot ensued whlch eventua;ly n8088a1tatbd +he use of
4trpaps 'aylor McDouall ‘and bther Chartlgts were arrested

v

. ahd'moré ﬁetropolltan pollce ¢rr1ved in the clty on July 5,

h ~QOVett the 1eader of the moral force Chartlsts, spoke up
d:“

; agalnst the mag?strates, and he too was arreste
‘ ‘ As a result of the eVewts in Blrmangham 1aw and ‘
ofder que tions ware’ ralsed in -the Commors ‘ OP uuly 9 81r
Robert Peel the~chservat;ve-lea@er, asked the_Home.
‘ ‘Segretary to disclbsé‘howf&aby‘men.ﬁrquthé Métfopoliﬁan
pblice had beén éent to, Birminghéﬁs He fecbhméﬁded oéution‘"
1n the use of the London pollce, so that thelr character anu
efflclancy would not be compxomlsed by hav1ng to deal w1th
1drge assemblles 1n unfamlllar towns 35 _‘ ;
.f{‘_ ' Lord John Ruasell eXplalned that the Government ‘hoped
. £o sée a naﬁlonal pollae force eboabllshed and untll that
“‘%&guld be arranged the Metropolltan pollce WOUJd be called
‘upon 36 Tnls brought the Conservatzve Memonr -for- Mlddlesex
”Captaln Thomas WOOd to his feet to complaln about -the con-.

-

slderable tax burden th;s_would place on the Iatepaygrs in

1

o BQWard Fhaftism, PP 126-129.
e 35%ansard Third berles, vol . QG Tuesday, July 9,
1839 r pp‘ 5""

361bia.,‘pp.\aé~88.
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the metropolltan areas. 3? Wood had won this seat in tre 1837

. general election with a‘méjority of only 202 over Joseph

Hﬁmé, the Chartist Radical, who had renresented the area

sinée’lSBE. Wood proba bly needed to mak an 1m9ress¢on on

‘ fhP cons tituéﬁts who- had vdted fbr‘him to prbvg\thaf he‘had

thelr flnanc1al lntereots at heart Since he‘was Qeturrea‘

unopposed in the ]8&1 genergl ﬁleculon th;s plpa ior cbean

rut efilcaent government may not }ave gong’ unnotlced
uur;debate on the Metropolltan Polm.e }:ul on

July‘lo ~1839' Joseph Hume, the Chartlbt Radncal Member 1or

Kl]kenny, asked the Home Secretary if he PL&WNEG to order the

Mevropolltan pollce to wherever they were requ1red s IE thls

‘ were his plan Home auggested that thelr ‘expenses shoaBd be

made the subaect of an annual vote - a proposa] vury qu;ckly

”“egected by the Lovernment 38

Hume was fo;lowed by another Chartlst Radlcal Thomaa -

Sllngsby Uuncombe, who was crltlcal of the conduct of the
poljce durlng the Bull Rlng riots of July 8. ﬂurcombe quoted
irom arn unnamed newopaper whlch clalmed that there was no

"sign of rlotang until the pollCe appbared and that wheﬂever

 they saw people congregating uhey "commenced an 1ndlscr¢m1nate

cattack . . L7 HOWever. this account was dlsmlbsed as

© Inaccurate by tne Hoine Secretary 39

\

3.7Ib'ia.f.‘p. 88. Brpia., p. 108.



‘Although.fhe‘Charfis{s yaceiQéd little support in
f;if ' Pafliamenx.‘Thbmas Duncdmbe along with his fellow Chartist
3 | ?qdical Member‘fbr'fin bury, Thdmas Wékley,.aﬁd Oldhaml*w
John Fl?ld@h always made it cle hat thcy LONdeCTEd that o
at was~thelr responolblllty %0 represent Lhe vxews of th

1.
worklng ‘classes as we]l as %helr OWN conbtltuents

H

On Frlday, July 12 “1839 mhomas Attwood FOSL to brln

‘iorward h;s 1oblon that & Commlttee of the‘House should

aon31der the Natlonax Petltlon » He belleved in unlveroal
sufffagé and the Chartists’ polwilca demands, he lel that
+he cond1+1on of the workang classes would neveyr 1mprove
©until the pollt:clans were made respon31ble to the w}ole
; Dopulatlc*, and he belleVGd that a good monetary pOile wauld
brlng prosperlty 1o 11 u; He had however been put in a
. d11f1cu7T p031tlon oy tne ascendency of the phy81cal Iorce
}fgroup at tne Chartlst Conventlon ~In splte of hlu m1891VlﬂgS
he explalned the terms of the Petition to'tﬁe House, and
i_urged the Members to con31der 1t for the workers were .50
roused that any 1ocal outbreak mlght predd ‘and beoome
PR o »serlou5~ . He made bls own p051t10n very clear however when
| | he stated that . I wash my hands of any +alk of phy31Cd1

‘force or arm QZ«

40 Dorothy Thompbon The Larly Chartists, London
The MacMillan Press Ltd 1971,

- E Mg DUH. cole, Chartish Portralts,monddn-fi MacNillan
& Co. Ltd 1941 pp 10(107

R N

\'Hansard Third berlPS vol. 49, Friday, July 12,
1839, pp. 222-235. : . . - :
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‘his in Lblﬁst in reform cf the P001bdaw and ¢actory oordltlons

b

Ilelden seconded the. motlon, and hls speecn efieéted

7
B

‘He noued that *he Chartlat Petltlon v1a1ned that manu agturer

were on the verge of bankrupboy and that WOmen Were staerng.;“

He substantlated tbat clalm by reierence to the couion manu

faoturlng dlstrlc§é)of Eancabhlre where consumptlon was Gown'7

. Reform Bill, the 3a"

k lo@m weaVers, and

\§‘dlstrlct3 ilved 1n worse condltlons

P

—r

k by two thlrds 51n001£he prev1ous year" He orltlclzed tbe ff\f~

f rellef for the Irlsh and the hand~<

The use of ;,20 OOO to procure the jf'

‘:zmanCJDatﬁon of Elacks whale pe@ple in. Brltlsh manu?acturlngjiﬁ‘~-

?

After the Home Secratary spoke, a00031ng theg%romo+ers

\

lof the Petltlon of 1nc1t1ng the people, ?enaamln Dlsraell
f the Conservatave M P for Maldstone rose to say that

“rQ_however mUCh he disapproved of the Charter he sympaﬁhlzed

-

; statement tha* verely enactlng a law would nob brlng

prbSperLty and it was 1ndeed a fallacy to presume that

‘f'grantlng a polltﬁcal rlght wauld ensure 3001a1 happlness

‘t,L‘However he belleved that the pogt 1832 electorate had

sSaulted the ClVll rlghts of the pg\pf' and ‘that the asaault

Q@

certalnly of a polltloal character,? The old constatutlon

vhad 1nves1ed the few With, polltlcal rlghts on- COndltlon that

T eI PRI ae e T e B VIRV E I VNSNS

\they bhould guard. the civil rlghts of the many ‘ The‘Reform ’f‘

— s

2 . . N R -

“‘“‘Q3ibia.,>ppg~z35fé36.‘;‘ngbid;;»pp.:zueiéd?,

LN N h ‘ 4
oy
- e e . -a-h»&m-.vww%%,-* g \\\,@.; ;.,,,

¢=fgw1tb the Chartlsts ' He agreed with Lord uohn Russell st N f«’~13

1~‘was\f. ;;Q 1n some degree of an economlcal and 1n some degree"‘

e
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».arastocracy : The mlddle classes demanded only a oheap,

Ffthreatened 5

Ball had transferred thdt power to a. new VTOUD,‘Lhe mlddle‘\"

clase, but they had not taken over tne 3001a1 dutles of the-

Q;‘ centrallzed form of govelnment, and Cared llitle for tne

‘\;”CPVll rlgnts of the unr@presented Dlsraell dlsepproved of;'

the Lharter and 1ts falla01ous argument that 3031a1 1118‘

‘ﬁwould be oured wlth tne grantlng of p@lltlcal rlghts, qu he

sympaihlzed w1tn the Chartlsts and warned the leera¢

~ \mlnlstry that lI the present system of cheap, centrallxed

‘\~1government were: to be contaned there mlght be. a trnly

L3S

\"reVOlutlonary rls1ng 1n Wthh the monarchy mlght be

~“ N

Joseph Hume the Kllkenny Chartast Radlcal théh

"‘defended hls notlon of a Charter modelled on moderate,
‘\f‘ratlonal prlnolples ‘ He cons;dered 1hat Dlsrael; s tauntang

‘qj the Whlg mlnlstry was ungustlfled ior 1f the Whlgs had

‘done 11ttle for the unrepresented the Opp031tlon had done

- st11}~1e§s Hav1ng rapped the knuckleb of the Conservatlves ;

!

:'he turned hlS attack upon the Whlgs “Who Wele responslble

. for- carrylng the Reform Blll of 1832 whlch had 50 - dlsapponnted

L2

the people Hume stated that taxation and repregantataan ‘

RPN

‘should g0 hand 1n hand and that no man could consider . hlm—‘

1self free unlesa he ‘had a VOJCev&h the electlon of those wh

were_to make the laws under whlch he Tived. Hume acted as a

teller for the‘ayes‘Wﬁen‘the‘Houée di#idgd,‘fop‘he bglleved

#Ivia., pp. 2hp-252.

e
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‘~that 1f the Petltlon were rpg@cbed the Lountry would be in
. ) o . N
danger but it there were unlversal malp suffraae ‘”; . . men
‘wou]d be bent to ‘he House, anx1ous to corwect abuseb,

“to control unnecessary expenses and to glve 1ndustry 1%3

46\‘
Robert Agllonby Slaney, ‘whao had enterea the Lommons

in 1826 as the leeral Member f01 Shrewsbury ind had~always‘ ‘

shown.a corslderable 1nLerest in the matter of aoc¢al reform

-fstated thai he- would not support thls m@olon The Petltlon
J?demahded too great an alteratlon in the’ constltutlon Whic
\he dld not thlnk would forward the Cbartlst cause,kand would

. have an adverse effect on the COuntry 5 trade, for it would

shake the confldence of cdpltallsts in the stablllty
a7 ‘

Dahlel o Cornell, the Dublln‘Repeal M. F.. who,~w1th

‘;-hls followers, was pledged to prooure ‘a repeal Qf the Agt: oi
: Unlon attacked the Vlolence of the phy51oa1 foroe advocatév
‘\;whlch had 1ost radlcal support He made severa} good poxntsf‘
Jin hls cr1t101sm of the detall of fhe Petitién  He'sTétpdV |
‘uhat too frequent electlons would cause them to beccme matters

‘:of 1nd1fference, and he opposed the Chartlst versxon of

unlversal suffrage, which he rlghtly povnted out was not

unlversal for it 4did not 1nclude women apprenflce“ or

Servants He agreed that taxatlon and representatlon should

go hand 1n hand ‘and he reminded the House that under the

.uélbid;; pp.)252—258. - *7ipsa., pp: 258-259 .
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preéent‘syéteﬁ Dnly 19 perceﬁ% cf the English‘pébu]éﬁion and
: Q percént of tﬁe Irl h populatlon were erfranchlbed

0 Conmell belleved that this system woula havp been changed ~V/~
‘had the Chartlsts not got 1nvolved w1th phy51cal force, ahd

'thus scared away the mlddle classes and ”.".\. Lne sober and

quzet‘members of soc1ety.‘: Although he opposed v1olence he

tplanned‘to suppdrt'thefmotlon betaUSe .he bel}evedvthat

A8

_Parllement ohould represent the entlre natlon A B

.
The subsequent debate was, on the whole 1ack1ustre,

\and indeed the House. showed 11tt1e 1nterest in the subgect
f  The fear of phys 1ca1 force made many: come dOWn on the side
\of law and‘order- Thls was, typlcal of many Par]lamenterlans

“who- otherw1se “felt: some sympathy for the Chartlst cause C It

‘wodad seem that o Connell s attack on the phy51ca3 force

‘ChartlSTs w&s gustlfled

3

ﬁeneral w. A Johnson “the. Radical’ Member for Oldham,§f

suggested that Aif The maSSGS were not to be glven representa~

.

tlon they should be exempted from taxat]Dn He alred hls own-
pet grlevanoe by statlng that The Natloral Debt was at the
root" of all the country s troubles, but he did not support
the motion w1bh“hls vote B9 The Hon Chalies Pelham Vllllers,

the Radloal Member for Wolverhamp+on, obgecte% 19 Johnson

nralslng the queotlon of the Natlonal Debt in qelatlon to the.

R

: Petltlon ¥1lllexs was one of the “Phllosophlc ?adlcals” ﬁn\‘

Parllament men who con31dered themselves both phllosophers

Ibi&ﬁ,\pp. 258-2673. _QQIbid:{\pp: PEL-265 .
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and politicians. They 'drew on the oeﬂthawate utilitarian
phllosoony to defend democratih govcrnment which was. to e

acn1 ved by the >ea1]9wmenL of partles angd the Creatlon of a

ngw Radical party‘5 “Johnson assuréd'the Hdusg that he had

not impiled any dishones+ dealing w1th the public débt,

" simply Tkét it nbeded to be grappied” with. Villiers

selzed on: uhlS worﬁ as suggestlng use of force. Hé;éade it
clear that he would not be associdted with those who .
would disgbéy the law or in?ade the righﬁs of property:“ He
did, nevertheless, vote for the ﬁotiongﬁl

Jamés Oéwald{ the‘Liberal Member  for Glasgowj‘stéted
that he wou]d vote against the motion, because if The House
wert 1nto commlttec 1t would rq1se th people's hopes, and
they would probably be dlsap901nteq at.thé outéome.sz Henry
Warburtoﬂ, the Radical who represented Bridport,‘aiségreed

with this atfitude. Warburton was alsp one of the "Philosophic

. Radicals" in the Houge: He admitted that he could not support

all the points of the Charter, but he planned tb.vote er‘thé

motion because he believed that good representation was

‘conducive to good government. If he thoughﬁ that extending °

the suffrage would leéd to the cancellation éf the National

OToaeph Hamburger, Intesllecituals in Politics, John
Stuart Mill and the Philosophical Radicals, New Haven: JYale

University Press, 1965, p. 2.

Jlﬁansard, Third Series, vol. 49, Friday, July 12,
1839, pp: 255—257-

S21pid., p. 267.
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: . Debt, however, he would resist 1t, because many small fund-

4 holders wanted~to retain'it, and‘did\nof\want the presen£
currsney arréngements‘témﬁgred witﬁ.SB |

. Thoma's Wakley, the Chartiss Radical‘Mémbef for

Fiﬁsbury,‘who had, in 1837 forced Lord*John ‘ussell to take
t@é positicn on - reform which earned him the nane fFlnalluy
Jack," then rose to speék.‘ In 183? he had moved three amend-
ments té‘the Addreés at the Qpening ﬁf the firét:Paﬁiiéhent

_of Victoria's reigé tb‘consider the extension of the suffrage,
fhé‘ballot and the durétion of pdrliamenﬁs.éh“On July 1z,
1839. he warned‘that 1f the House would not éonSidgr the ‘

. ﬁhartist Petition seriously then he would ufge the peﬁpie*ta"

fozm assoclntlons to d?scuss tnelr vzaevances, and %o try to

"_; . - win the goodwill of the middle classes so that they could
| writg‘to attain their rights.E?

. Fox Maule, Liberal-Membgr for~E1giﬁ, and a junior‘
ﬁinistéf,aésuged the House that the majority of”SCDts’wefe
opposed to the Charter, for'they believed in ihe rights of
property, the happiness of tbe greatest rumber ‘nd good ordey
all or whabh he felt the Chartlsts were trylng to bubvert 56

. Then Sir Thomas Dyke Aclqu, followed by‘nls fellow

Conservative Member for Scuth Devonshire, Sir John B. Yarﬂe

v/i’

531pia., p. 267.
5QHamburger, p. 208.
55§§@5ard, Third Series, vol. 49, pp. 268-271.

5%1vid., pp. 271-272.



;Buller po*nted out‘that rural districis were not badly off.
VAlthough uhe minimum wage for-~ agrxcujtaral 1abourers was only‘
jsevgn shil 11rgs & weok most were able. to earn’ between ten and
fifteen Sl;lllngS\Wluh the\perquxsltes whlgh went W1t§ tne;r
jobs, and they ware not in such diéfress as the Chartist“
‘reta*lon‘“mplled 57 ~Both of t%ese members were solld courfry
went;ewen, who personlfled the stereotype of what Gash' calls
"the party of landed 1n§erest gnvaroteoqun.-58

"Joshua ‘Scholefield, Attiood's fellow M.P. for
B1rm1ngham, qnd an a¢1y in hls desire for class collaboratlon
and currency reform, staved that the Chartlsts owiy wanted Lo
ba tréated'justly,‘and ‘to be asked o pay cnly\a'falr share
of téxés. ittwood then wound up a generally unremarkab]e
‘ débaté, and further consideration of the Petition was
-‘rejgct@d by -an ungnthﬁsiéetic House %y‘235 Vo%es to &6159‘_

0f the 153~Liberélé;(133 were absent) who cast a
-vote, 30.1 percent‘voted er the motion and é§‘9 pe&cént ‘
against it: The Conservatives, howévéz;\;;;;&hnanimous‘in
thelir opposﬁtion to‘fhe‘métion: Accérding to Close, a total
of 567. Members, éxcluding‘%he Speaker, sat tnroughout the

1837 Parllament but only 281 Members, 49.5 percent, voted in

this division. Accordlng to thelr votlng patterns 2?& were

© 5Vrvia., pp. 272-273.
5%ash, p. 129. .

59Han3§2§. Third Sefies, vol. 49, pp. 273-277.
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: olﬁssi; ed by him as wonservatlves, ?86 as Liberal supporters,

and only: 7 as being unaligned clearly with any one palty 60 .

IL is necessary here to Iemember tnat the“part;eo of
the 1830'5 did not ha%ebtﬁe\formal‘structuré of. %oaayxs
ﬁoliticai parties As Aydelotte p01nts out they were
"parliamentary grouplngs rather than natlonal organlbailons,
and even in Parllament uhey were ruﬂlmehtary in structur

undisciplined loosely organlzed and “ontrolled and fre-

- quenlly unable to prov1de the support needed Tor Tirm

govnrnment 261 Nevertheless the ‘small percenfage of M.P. s

;who voted sqggests that the Chartist Petition was seen as a

fairly minor matter by=both 51des of the House, and Members‘

‘like S*bthorp and Dungannon who had earller attacked the -

' fCovernment on. the law and order lSSUL, dld noL vote.

ThosevConventloﬁ delegates. who remalned had to decxde‘

upon what.sanctlo.s to_take, and they,voted for al”;acred
month" of strikes fo begin on‘August‘lzy but %hey ware’

seriously divided on this Subjeot._‘While’the Convention was

engaged in debate, a-serious riot developed in Birmingham.

There, on July 15, a demonstration to welcome Collins and
Lovett, out on bell from Warw;ck Gaol, got out of band and
N J

the paztlc;pants went on a spree ‘of destruction. The pollce

would not intervene without express orders Trom the Mayor

.60 %pavia Close, "The Formation of the Two— Pdrty Align-
ment in the House of Commons between 1832 and 1841, English |
Hlstorlcal Review 84 (1969), p. 275. o

61%1111am G. Aydelotte, "Partlies and Issues 1n Ear’y
Victorian England,” The Journal of British Studies, 5 (1986),
p. 102.

| v/

W




R : e

»

L
(328

P ha

and his mag’strates,\SO*foy more *han an hour -the rioters

8 N

were 19It undlsfurbed

Ay

PG, Nather suggests that Lhe Wnlg ulnlotry was
reluuuant to seek new ?eglblatloz :und wqud only q?ysal to
\Parllament For extenocd powers when t}e~qituatt0n”6ecame
cru01a1 Ir they attempted to restllct the\rawhts of c1t1 ens
ihey would arouse those Members who felt strungly qbout c1v11
r¢ghts, and if they atlempfed to 1mpr0ve the cff1C¢ency«01

b the forces of law ard order they would drouse those who aw“

this as a threat t0. EStabllsh a pelm@nent natlonal f01ce ”Iﬁ«

;wculd net: only be radlcals wno would oppoae the Gavernmant in

debate, it would also be the more moderabe opp031t10n They

4!

'would not vote agalnst the propesed meaoures. but they would

R R
Dt

~take the opportunlty t0° criticize and haras the admlnns~

P Ns 7
AR

tratlon 6z This proved to be the case thh the 1839 Pol1ce
B llb Antroduoed by the Nhlgs With the eXCeptlon of a few‘
ccentrics like Dlsraell,-the\COnbe;yatlves gupported»th

WhT Snistry, altrough‘théy~3eized upon'thekoppoftuhity to

oondemn-the Melbourne Mlnlstry for brlnglng up "the measures‘
tﬂ 1mpr've the police force s0 1aue 1n the session. . ) .
. Jon July 17 the depate‘began. William MaCK%nn;ﬁ, the
Conservafivé‘M.P. Tor Lymington, askéd thé‘H@me Secretary fo:
infbrmafion about the riots, and demanded to gnow it the

Covernment intended to take action against the Brimingham

Council bescause their apathy had allowed the riots to continue

7
5% uather, pp. 31-32.



lfof some t‘*e 63 Henry ( u‘bu;w; Conservative‘Wember oy
“Cambridge cnlversity, then rcse to state that he felt tha%
) the Birmingham workers had been led abtvay, and that by their
forbparqnce the Government*haﬂ encourabeu tﬁe guilty to
‘compromlse~the 1nnocent.6u
dOshua Scﬁolefﬁeld Chartist Radical M.P. for -
Birmingham, and father of the Wayor of thatlcity, defénded
his gson's actions. The r’ot he sald, was. unekpeoted and
‘~!‘ g . the mdglbtrateb dld not want the poche to act untll they

ware preseht to oversee thelr actions oecause there had been

‘ charges of pollce brutallty on July . boholcfleld trled to

shlft the biame from the pOllthdl Iefoxmers, and jnslnuated

that th1s latest ou%break was aamply a ldbting expedltJOﬂ

_; o : To baCk up this clalm he told the Hoase “hat the house of a
' ‘ \Ieformex had bLeen plundexed 65
- \_‘

o
T

Th@n fhe Ponservatlves returned to tﬁp a{tack The
' Member ‘for Greenw1oh Wolvevley Attwood told of a letter j

. whlbh he ?ﬁd recelved that vewy mornlng, statlng that fresh
outbrea&ﬁ\of violence were expected and “that *he’people d]d
not trugt fha mavzstrates to Drotect them. He gquestioned ‘the

Home_Secretary'about prov1d1ng\ogtter_protection‘in another

66

emergency. After further attacks by the Conservétives the

L 63hanvard Third Series, vol. 49, Wedneggay, Juiyml?,;
1839, p. &Od ; :

.

Ivid., p. 41350 551b1d p. B16&,
Tbid., pp. 417-418.
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motion was agreed to‘brihg the Bubject of the Birmingham
riots under‘the consideration of the House.

On July‘ZB, 1839, as the debate on the ﬁirmingham
Police Billhcontinaed Thomés‘ﬁuncombe stated that the -
5ountzy was in a dangerous state of dlscontent and: dls%ress,
:yet the House -had refused to consider the Natlonal Charter
The leeral Mlhlstry was now oon51der1ng a grant of ~£103000-‘
jto attempt to keep‘law and order in the town. Ha\beliéved
that in order té quiet thé‘peoplg, the Minisiry would have to
'fredress the people S grlevances 67 \Disraeli %ﬁen rose to
suggest that before “the House granted an advance of money
':ior the Birmingham police it should investigate the causes
“of‘the.troublé. ‘He infarred'thét‘it*was‘beoausé {here was a
‘weak\g6Vern@ént in ppwer.68b o . \

John Leader, one of the fhilosdphi§hRg§icqls and fhei
Member for Westminster, considered the request .for money
highly irrégular,ﬂand~be}ie?ed that-acobunts of thé Bull Ring'_
“riots had béép eiaggératéd.ég - John Easfﬁope, who sat‘as a

Liveral for Leicester from 1837-1847, and had purchased the

Morning Chronicle in 183#.?O,fe1t,’howeﬁer, that it was the

duty of the Government to secure the tranguility of the

Cbuhtry.yl Perhaps he felt bbliged‘to'defend the‘preés>against

571p34., Tuesday, July 23, 1839 p. 692
¢81pia., p. 693. ®91mia.

70 Dlotlonary of Natlonal Biography, vol &, London:
Oxford Unlverslty Press, pp.. 329- 330

7 Hangard, Third Series, vol. 49, p. 693.
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Leader's suggestiion that accounts of the ricting had been

eversiated. After taﬁlng the opportunity to criticize the

Liberal dinistry again, Peel too supported the Home Sscretary

on the grounds of law and order, out John Fi den the Oldham

.Chartist Radical, maintained that the best way to guieten

. s . : . . c 7R
the psople was to redress thelr grlevancesjz WPer tbe\“ yse“

J Y

divided oh\thé motibn to >0 into committee to consider the
guestion of provvdlng money for the Birmingham §01¢ce; it ;as
passed by 144 to 3 3.73 The Conservatives on the whole
approved of the'Liberal scheme %o improve the means of
onforCan the existing law by‘gmpTOV1hg the poxzce force.

1r Robert 1eel, after inguiring into “the nature of .

the force to be ebtabllshed again took the opportunlty to

‘lambast the G overnment for its inaction. He claiwed that 4*he

T*irm_‘mg}‘iam riots were due to the radical speeches, uni0n~’
neetlngs and suchlike whloh had occurred over the pabt iew
years, and which had built up. an excitement which was‘boﬁnd
Lo explode into action‘as ﬁore°milifant leaders took cver.

He criticized the Government for not having.called the

~attention of theé House to the unrest earlier, and implied

¥ b - ~ : > ~ N i > N
that the Home Office was in possession of information which
it did not choose to pass on to Parliament. Nevertheless,
he gavée his support to the motion bLecause he supporied the

R . 11\
maintenance of law and order‘?*

. “ ' 24y ‘
721pia., p. 694. 7P1vida.  ““1vid., pp. 700-704.




. &
§1 Thagé wﬁn“g spported radical causes ware freguently Tov
§ law and order and the protection of property. Henry Ward,

z She fileld b:ChaftiSt éadical‘m.y,, hoped\thét~this would Lo

s
put
{ir
-3

b
[«
s
z

1
U}

the.beganﬁing of a permanent police system in al

and thalt the House would agree to the measure without division

bk

to skow those who ware acting uniawfully thet;the”HoUSe would

act io pxotect life and pmowe*ty“73

Lord John Russell, in reply ‘o Pesl, claimed that

i

§ 1thére had been no reaéon for concern at the outset, and that
é, the Birmingham agitation wéé not stirred up by;the Chartists
SE; ;élone, but also by anti-Poor Law and factdry\refbrm reformerS
% ‘ liké*Rieﬁard Oaétlér,76\dubbed "The Factory King by hié“

N - ) contemporariés;?7 John Fielden disagreed with the Home

'uecretanx stabement and reiterated that thé House could

not afford ge) 1gnore tne complalnts of ‘the poor, or there
. g

would be further The ROQOlhthH before the Houge

was~agreed upon, and the Bill‘had its flrst reading.
On July 29 Tord John Russell moved the order of the .

" day for going into committee on the Birmingham Police Bill,

but Sir Robert Peel asghed fo” an alteratlon to be made. He

wished to have a salarz 4 commissioner 1o super;rtcnd the

Birmingham police’ for Ty sr:beoause ne-dld not trust

the Liberal magistrates of Birmingham. He did all he could

»

7Sipia., p.ovob.

761514, pp.. 704-706.

7?Cole, p. 80.

,?BHansard, Third Series, vol. 49, Tuesday, July 23,
1839, p. 707.
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Councvi was liberal and desxrous of p@ll*loa} reiorm it was

te discredit them, and the Whig Governwent which had

g 3. 3 i Mnymde 1 s e € Y P aamls e
rominated thom Loy the bench.  He aceunsed whin UClerk o Lhe

Teace, Edmands,‘of\having advocated the use oi physical Torce

and of having d efeﬁégd ﬁartwst pflSOPGP“ at Warwick HS 1

feel stated that tho\iowq reglstrar was & xnown Chartist,

. [ . L ‘
and accused the Lhartlsx,\oz belng a-danger to the peace and

good order of the couﬂtryx _Having thus stirred up the House
[ g
he then 21t the Liberals to argue amongst themselves.’

Scnole fleld deiended the blrmkngnqm Counc‘l and
N 3
™ -
Lount@rea with the a]legatlon that there was a uni on of

Chartlsts and Tories. oppoo&ng Lbe Mayor and CJTDOTdilOHN He

went sg, far as to suggest that the Chavtlgts were in the pay

~of the Tories, though he offercd no prooi o support this

a11epatzon.8o

Y

P}

Scholefield was followed by nis fellow M.P. for .- 0y

- Birmingram, Atiwood, who claimed that while the Bifmingham

not extreme. He su gestea that there was a “hidden hand" at
wdfk, and inferred that’mén "no% sipéer&ly at£ached to the
cause of the people,‘but mischiévopsl& énd wickedly tfgingv
tﬁeﬁ on_to acﬁs‘of violénceﬁ in order to "injure and~déstr§y
the céusa which they_fa!gelj prbfeésed to ser#e" had been

active’ in Rirmingham. Attwood impiied that there had been a

plot to maxe the people the "instruments of their own

?gééiiu, Monday, July 2%, 1839, pp. 938-947.

Omvia., pp. 97-948

3
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b2
destruction™ and asked if i were the Russians or the Tories
. ) A3
who had done this.

This at ork rnused David Urquhart,.an extravagant

urcopblle 4nd Ruabo“bobe . He had a thorough knowledge ol

the politics of Eastern urona, dnd in 1835 had foundsd the

; S ) 2.0,
Portfsllo, a periodic al qcvoted to dlolamqﬁlc nffalr 8 Fe .
qured t“ t Chartism was be1ng usad qs a Rus ian tool.8j It

i p0331 his that qb bad 1ntbre51ed nLLWQOd Ln his beliels.

Thers certéinly saems to have bean some bellef in 'a consplracy

e

theory, tb;t a mowe powarful hand was marlp.laflnv the
¥
,nartlsts, thus negating the aqancy of the people.

Thomas Lew Hodges, Liberal Member for Kent, dxsagreed

with Attwood's assertion that nine-tenths of the rural L

population wereirick~burners,’and‘felt that this was a.case

of the few giving the many a bad name. He did not, however,

i . 4. ‘. D M R . N N

quarrel with Attwood's statement that :an equal percentage of-
. ol ; .

urbanites were Chartists.

Y

Tre' Irish Radical, Daniel 0’Connell,  expressed his
lesire %o see the Cﬁartists\treated fairly. He felt that

the Lords in particular had been unjust, .and described the

‘working classes as a “°1ave class. He heliéveq that with

stronger. leaders the Chértists could\have been powerful, and

8lypid., pp. 48-951.

B“Dictionary of Natlonal ‘Bio Iaphy, vol. 20, pp. 43-45.

83Ward op. 13)ﬂ136
54 .

N

Hansard, Thlrd Series, vol. 49, pp. 958-959.

/
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file. Chartlsm began to dlslntegrate " ~;; o

‘(Wji

.that if»it épread to ireLaﬂd the Chartlst movement GDUAG be

&3

‘very dangercus 0! Connell came out on the S¢de of 7aw ahd

»

order, and hoped to. . ske & government styong enoggn\io‘put
uown the risings. 85' L‘ “ : . | 3 ;‘;_“ . ? )

) mhe CommLttee was postponed and ‘on AUQust 2 th
7omL uecretery asked 1eave to wlthdr w hhe olrmv ha@ Fo‘ioe

‘Elil, and‘to ;ntroducesanotqer'gb‘ He made no. mentﬂon of the‘

. Chartists.in his speech‘ but. why should }“e, for con July 22
, troops dﬁd ‘police had attaoked a Lhartlat meetlng in
ﬁﬁewoastlp and a w1despread campalgn agalhst C%artlsm had

f begun‘ Loca] authorltles arrested Charilsts, and major .

urlal& in Lancashlre and the Mldjands rebulted 1n the

1mprlsonmenb of many of-the 1eaders,«as well as the rank andf

o
A ' \ s

Earller in tne day Leader bhe WeSumlﬂSter Chartlst N

‘ adlcal had protested about the treatmenf of Lovett and

Colllns in Narw1ck Prlson.; Slr E Wllmot the Conserva%;ve'

Nember for Horth Warw10ksh1re s*ated that these two Chartlsts‘

¥

were trylng to rouse the worker& agalnst the Blrmlngham

‘maglstracy, and ihat ?hey were u31ng Mr . Leader for\thglr own

' ends. Benwamlh Hawes, theﬂ?}hefal M.P. ior‘Lawbeth‘ in : i f‘
jsupport of ClVlL rlghms, stated that the reéulaTlons at the

85 1vid.. pp. 955-962. | .
86, s - \ e
Ibid., Friday, August 2, 1839, p. 1193.

"
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a0l were ‘1lega11y apleed to- the Ch Eist prisoners, who

had 1ot yet Deen broug1t +o trial. 87 \ T | < b
On Auguv+ 16, 1839 the LOTGb began to debcte the -

‘Birmingnam Riots. - The»Conservatlve Lord Stanhope drew the

attention of the House to a pe on‘ffom‘thé-ﬁipmingham

Working, Men's Association comp ing about the behaviour of
- the Metropolitan police. Stanlf C¢a1med to have Jntbrv1ewed
b ] ‘

o : an eye—wﬁﬁnpss; a Mr Taylbr ho st ated that the peopWe were

unarmed de that they were not obstructing the pollce tMru

¢aylor con+erded that it was onLy after the pcllce drew theilr

\!

staves that the people found weapons and began to rlot Lord‘

Stanhope did not exp]aln how the people "found weapons 30

conveﬁiently to hand. He did élaim‘that»two pélicemen had .

cadmitted to Mr.. Taylor that they were. Qhamed of thelr

.
B e s
e

P R L N i

behav10ur, ‘anid that Mr Taylor belleved that the actlons of

\

. N %he. police had created sympathy for *he Chartists. The'
~Petition was then tabled. 88

on Tuesday, Augugt Ep,fViéébunt Duncannorn, a Whig
~mi,ﬁi‘stér,‘madé a mofiéano}Xé;iﬁg into Committee on-the éplton
S . 'P§1ice Bill in_the Lords.89‘ Lﬁrd Eindhﬁrst,,a*Conservatiwe
§ e F peer, took tﬁis‘oppbftunity_to~blaﬁe the‘Melboufne.ministry
: - for appointing:a maﬂ_withicﬁartist sympathles as may: r, and

.thus encouraging Chartists everywhere. This same man had .

- o %71pig., pp. 1188-1192. .
o 0 ®Brpia., vol. 50, Friday, Auguet 16, 1839, pp. 362-

89rp5a., p. w27
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: Eeﬁandéd a nationwide‘lnqulry, g0 that Chartlst sympathlzers

L B : L ' 85
forbidden the troops to act against the ri ot@r , and he had

alled on his bOV~r:>1,1g’m reeves to convehe "-publac meeting to

COﬂolder +be propr“ety of pxoceed*ng in DrOCGbSJOH to join &

a3

Uroup of Cnar%lsts, who were to assbmble at Kenaal Creen

near-warohestev ‘ The reeves refused, -so tne maVOr and 1500
people met ina thbatre and passed several resolutlo is of an
1nf*ammatory_naturgh" One of these reso]utlons, seconded by
thé‘Mayor of BoifOn, approved’ the reople s ‘Charter. “mhen

the 1500 proceeded to 401n the. hendal CreenaChartlst me&tlng

_Thls gave Lord Lyndhursb a marvellouc opportunlty to crltlcj?e

. the Whlg M¢nlstry for ancouraglng Chartlst sympathlzers by

app01nt1ng such a man as mayor. 90 he wao sunported by

Wellington, who argued that men ‘who v1olated the peace S0

T

blatantly’ should not be app01hted by a government to malntaln

law and-order.gl The;xory Duke Qf Richmond agreed and

who held positioﬁs of trvstxcould be 1dent1f1ed ‘and dlsml*"ed 92

On August 22 Lord Brougham presented a petltﬁon to
the Lords from ancent Edwards and chhinson complaining
about their treatment in;Mohméuth Gaol. They had been con-

victed of making gpeewhes at a meeting called to discuss ‘the

‘People's Charter. They believed, as did Lord Brougham, fhaﬁ

their constitutional rights ga\e them the privilege of meeting
N e N . .

A

9O1pid., pp. 427-431. - Pivid., p. 432.
- P1vid., pp. ¥32-433. oo R
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‘ ~ for free discussion of political guestions. ‘This petition
’ Qés tabled!gj |
Dn thé pollowug aay the 91tuatlon in BOlton was
again‘raised i the Lords. Duncannon for the Government
stated that the Nayor of Bol ton héd»declared that he had not
involved nlmself_¢n poll@lcs sinée his appointment to théﬁ‘
magistraéy; nof had- he knowingly sworn any Chartists into
- foibe, The‘Conservatiie‘peer, Lord L&ndhﬁrst, pointed~ogt
that:the‘mayof did not claim thatl he had not attendeﬁ\any
Chaftiét'meetingS; hewever % An opportunity to criticize

an appointee of the Wﬁig‘Ministry‘was not to'be missed.

’ On'Auggst 23-in the Gemmons, Joseph -Hume, the’

<

Ry

Chartist Radical Member;for\xilkenny, drew -the attention of

O

Yy tﬁ&vﬁeusa*ﬁd the Petition he had~taﬂled on behall of Hgnry
‘§T Vincent and Other Chartlsts 1ncarcexated in Ménmouth Gaol;
: He C*awwed thﬂt the rules for t%e treatment of political
; ) - : prlsoners were not belng adhered He was bapported by

(o8 Conneli, who asked that there should be a legal de?lnltlon‘
of the - tern polatlcal prlsoner 95 )ubgects near and dear

t@ the hearts of nlneteenih and twentzeth century Irashmen

allke!‘

_ Chartism gradually disintugrated in the summer of
lBBQ,‘a”*hoth there were some -sporadic outbreaks of vioclence.

Wltr tne Ietzrw of more peaceful conditions in late August

bid. ;Thursday Augist 22, 1839 Pp. 483-484,
QQQ_QQ,, Fraday, Auguat 23, 1839, pp. 493-495.
951014, P 582- 580
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the Home CfTice Decans pore lenient in 1ts troeasment of

Crartists. . F.C. Mather obserVes that the Howle Office papers

;ponﬁaih”ﬁhe draft of a letter t¢ the Vayor of ockport dated

August 22, 1839, exprgss1ng the Home Secretary’s wish that

no proceedings should be taken against Chartists who came
. : o : &
forward voluntarily and surrsndered theliy arms.g
Edinburgh Sir John Campbell, the Whig at+orﬂay~
B

General, bodsted that the Government had put down Cbartlow

"w1tnout one arop of blood ‘being spllled n97 Unfortunately.

~Just a few ddys aftex thls claim was pubalshua in the mory

~organ, the Quarternly RQV1ew the Newport Rlswpg took plage

o Lhe rejection of the Natlonal Petitionm in July, the

.‘ kﬁ" Te of +ha Natlonai strlke in August, and the dlSlntevra~

tion O” the Charilst Coﬁvpntlon angered the Nonmout% workers, -

and accordlﬂg to Dav1d Nlll:ams there was ev1dence of the

o

dlstrlbutlon of flrearms in Giamorgan and 1n Monmoutnohv“eigp

On Noveﬂber M 1839 the Cnarthts, led by Frosu,

" Williams and Jones, converged on the Westgate Hotel in

Newport to demand the release of thHeir local 1eade?sﬂ Whéh

somecne in the crowd fired a shot Iwenty-eight soldiers

N

95F.C.‘Mather,‘”The Government and‘the\charfists,”

Chartist Studies, ed Asa Briggs, London MacMillan and Co.

Lid., 1959, p. 383,
" 974

Q8David Williams,h"Char+ism in Wales,f Chartiust
Sfiudies, ed. Asa Br¢ggs London MaclMillan and Co. Lid.,
1959, p. 23@ . oY ‘

varterly Review, voil. LXV, p. 264,
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idd “~in the hotel fired back., TFourieen rioters were kKilied

and quuu fifby w0unded:99

*

it was rumoured that a national revolution had béen
planﬁed to foilbw this outbreak,gbut it i im?oésibge'tb‘
eternine if thefé wa s any tfﬁth in this rumcur, just ay ét
ig imﬁossible to determine the tfuth of the rumour that
120 O ‘werne to rﬁse with the bmcx ng. of Russian fieet,
Bo%h seem h;ghly 1mprﬁﬁab1@. NevertheTeso, manj Deoplﬁ
bol¢ev©d tbat there was 2 Cnarfmst conspzracy, w1th a central
Lomm*i eg locat d bomewhere,ln London ready o arrange and
CO- rd1Nate a naflonai rising. B
» ‘The Newport Rising provoked a Stfoﬁg reaétion frgm

th Whig Mi rlstwy, and Lord Melbouzne made it clear to ‘Lord

~J@nn ?ussell 1n a le ier dated. NoVembe* 6 l839 that he

believed that the co-ordination and secrecy of the rising’

.-

‘made it more seriéhs-%han any -of the‘meetingé”thaf had gone

300
nefore,

Parliament was pfdr@gued‘at the end df-August‘1839,

and ¢id not sit again until January 16, 1840, so that  there
[

were no comments in the House by the pdrlﬁamentarlans. There

" had beon none of the traditional Whlggrestpalnt in the treat-

‘meﬁt.qf the leaders\of the rising, and on January 13; Mfrost,

Williams and Jones had been sentenced to death for high

lOOMather, "The Government and the Chartists,"

Chartist Studies, pp. 383-384.
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treason, and had it not besen for the intsrvention of tne Lox

en

D

bhlef Justice on & technicality, they might well have b
NQQEEd
Chartist petitions for the Newport "mariyrs"” were

organized early in 1840 by conventions at Manchester and

‘Nottingham. Most delsgates favoured appeals or their

release rather than a resort to physical force. Chartism

needed to change 1ts tattics.

Tn~00tobez 1839 Melbourne xeconstructea his mlnlﬁtry
Lord Jonn Russell mOVed to the colonial offlce, aﬂd *h

Marqugss Qf Normanby cnqnggd plaoes~w1th him. LQrd Jahn had

“brought th&gcountry,th}ough the‘firstiCharti$t crisis. without

askihg for special powers. It was, as‘his‘biographer John

Prest says; an achievement of which he was "jus flably
“101 ‘ ! - . M "‘

. On January 23, 1840, Lord Brougham presented a

‘patitign to the Lords from tWo‘Chartists.serving twelve-month

N

Sentences’in Chester Castle Ter the use'bf inflammatnry

lahguage. mbey claimed that *hey had been wrﬁrgly CONVlCted
because the W11nesseo for the prosecutlon had their state—

ments\read to the court and no cross—examlnatiOn‘was alloWed,

“but when the: prisoners gave their testimony they-were informed

that it might be used in evidence against them. Thie rnew Whig

Home Secretary, the Margquess of Normanby, agreed to make

1

*OlJohn Prest, Lord John Russell, London: The
MacMiilan Press Ltd., 1972, p. 149.

<



ar

further inguiries, although he believed that the magisirates
S e S e LOZ2C
- had been Justified in their aciions.”
) i
7

“Lord Brougham was also_ihstruéentafﬂin‘briﬁgiﬁg the -
matter‘of the NeWport Rising pefor% the Lordg, when he
. p%esénted:a petition for the release of~£hé leaders on
. ‘ M . \
February 3, 1840 on the~groundsfthat the SQlicitor~for the
‘Treésury.had not served:the list of witnesses at the same
‘time as the indictment. On this legal technicality there

2 could have. been an obgectlon which might have he]bed the
- N 103 .

~

'accused
mhe Home Secretary adnltted the error, but indica%ed

~that those conductlng the case. belleVPd that "*he obJectlon

§‘1~‘ ‘1 : ~could be of no force oz.welghL, He tnen read to the peers
'i; T a latter ffom Lord*Chief Jﬁstice Tindel’, who claimed*thaﬁ the
3 ‘ o Judges deem ed the conV1ctlon rlght .and that Eg a dlfierence

of -opinicn - amongst the tzaal Judges had not occurred tbe

:“ .‘¥‘

‘
[l

prlqongro‘pould ‘well have been sxecuted instead of being

S tr?nsported.loq ;
Lord Wynfcrd<supportéd the Home Secretary, ‘ang said

" that if ithe prlsoners were pardoned it would encourage

traitorb and Chartism would preva11 103 Lord Cottenham, the

108 ® - . -
102y vdard, Third Series, vol, $1, Thursday, January
23, 1840, p. 508 -

%OBIbidi,.Monday, February 3, 1840 , pp]>1080-1083.

10%7v1a., pp. 1087-1092.
- td .
1910ia., p. 1092. |



~Whig Lord Chancellor, also svppowted \okm*“b"ﬁ dancialon

and ;1 the no¢nt had been decided at the t}ne vI the wrial

the Lords to 1ntervene on thelr behalf

on Socialrsm,‘whlch had arisel

number<many CHartists.

.

f.
Lul. Lhe Lndefatlgd01e Lord brougnaz reqteratec thak Two of

~‘the‘tbree»tr1al Judwea had been in 1avour of the obgectlon

-

“the pr¢soners mlghi have Laen acqu1tted 107 The petition was

¥

Thl_,?’l tabl {.d o
Here we see a weak government, lacking the authority
to deal bﬁldly with a crisis, aotihg in a restrained manner

becau 1se. they were frlghtened of bewng attackea by a st ongl'

' Gpp081tlon, whose attacx could be-politically dangerous

The a*tack was contlnued by Lord Brougham On. February 4, he

‘ presenued a petltlon from Frost Wllliamb and Jones compialn-

Jng about the way their case had been conducted, and asklng
108

On +he very saye day, durlng a debate ¢nbthe Lorda
because of‘an ooaectlon on -
religious‘grounds o Robert O gﬁ's preégdtation‘a%‘céurt,

the‘Bisﬁop‘Qf Exeter accused the 'ocialisfg‘of irreligion and

immoral&ty. Heﬁwas fearful of Tthe influence that the vagt

© distribution of,Socialist tracts was having in the country,

and also claimed the Soc;allsts "embodled amongs* their

»109 It seems likely that- publlc dis-

cussions between both social and political reformers was a

« 106Ibidﬂt p.o1094.  971mia., p. 1095,
lOBIbld Tuesday;‘February b, 1840, ppx*llﬁQ—lléO;

199734, p. 2186,
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cemnmon ceourrence In wmany ndusirial towns, and probably
\

some Sociallst Ocllefs ﬂyoba}ed to some Fhart:sis SONeS
; .

claims thab,“;he unequal division of Britain's wealth" and

the possibility "of creating a new world through education”

~ o . 11
was: part of the Chartist consciousness. 0

The Bishop of Lxeter quoted from the Londen and

Westmin ster jev ew of ApTJJ ‘839, that Qwanlsm ‘{s at present
‘ » l!-hv-l

the.actual'creed:of a great portion of the working cl 5883,

He en gave the following information provided by a Midlands
. . ) .

~c1ergyman

It was a common thing for Chartlsto .and Socialists to

meet in the same rooms, and the leaders of the one body

equertly assisted the leadas of the qther on public
sceasicns. At the Socialist institution, Blrmlnghdm,
the Temale Chartigts: meet svery Monday evening and the
male Chartists avery Tuesday evening. At Bradford the
Civartist leader, Barker is also the adop ed advocate of
Socialiism . . .. The Socialist newspaper and the
"Northern Star,” the Chartist paper, are both printed at
the same.place, by Hobson, Leeds. .At Dudley, they fre-
‘quently used the same room i? the Chartists, the bodies
being nearly co-extensive, - _ :

e“taany hartlsts and Socialists must have ‘shared
many iéeal* esu901ally their interest 1r educatlon and |
probably many peop]e ChObb to belong to boih groups "Isaac N
Ironbldes,.tEdcher, John G odwyn Barnby, poat,‘and 'communist ',

and Thomas Livesey, Chartist\leader and treasuﬁer of:thé

o] - ‘ ‘
, H0q5,y1a Jones, Chartizm and the Chdxtlstb, London:
Perguin Sooks Ltd. 996 D 36
11

;..J

. 1188,

Hansard, Third Series, vol. 51,.p. 1186.
112
P

—
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fochdals Cwenine nstitutiwn,”l]B we%é ihrss who choae to do
so. There were,~hcwevérf'di£ DlélCES 9? suphasis and mathods,
in the period 1838-1541 theres was a spirit of class warfare,
of’growing anti~ﬁjdd]e—clasé faeling,llu but ma.y Chartists
wars wnable to accept Owen's views on religion and the 5; iy.
Some felt that by:hjs fejéoiion\of politibai\aetidn arnd

i \ ‘ \
physical f;rce Oweﬁ was plafing.into the hands of the upper
classes. The 11ﬁk ﬁad beew made, however, and for many
rlié entarians this was a”strikekaéaimst the Chartists;
| ‘Oaneerary L, 18%0, Robert A. Sianey; the Liberal

Kember for Shrewooury, addressed the Commoris on the long—

stand;ng oauaes of dlscontent among the worklng ‘classes.

‘There were'”,».‘: the monopolies in the ‘manufactures of the

bountry and the dlscovery of new machlnery ~ the sffect of

n

Whlch was’ 1o dgp*lve mAnYy persons of work and there was
the movement of peopie to urban areas where no provision had
veen made by the Cavernment“fof‘ﬁéalth cérei»gobé‘houéing,
religious Instruction,; sducation or pfétection of the work
force in times of fluctuation in commerce.

To illustrate ‘the ppor.social COgditiohs which were
;lﬁading‘to uhpest, §laney @uqted statisfics‘from Liverpool
§1n }839,‘wh9n‘7860 éellars were inhabited.day and nigh* by

39, O“O peowlo, that is bj ong-Iifth of the working c1¢s of

AR
~*“Jones, p. 37.

1lhs o s ; ne

1 B. Harrison and P. holll & 'Chartism, Liberalism
and the Life of Robert Lowery,” English Historical Review,
LXXXIT, 1967, pp.- 503-535. ‘
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the city. He quotedisimilar'statistics Tor other industrial
centros, and pointed out the rise In the crime rate as well
as the high infant mortality in %hesg areas. He therefore
moved that a sélect commiﬁtee,should‘be éppointed to inguire
~into the raubes of worklng class dlocontent with a v@ew Loy

15

devising remeuwes W, Smlbr 0'Brien, Tib@r€1 Member

for Limerlpk seconded - thc mot;on because ne w1shed to show
the ordinary peopl ur 1t rarliament‘was nct indifferent to

116

their plivht. The Liberal Member-for Ddrham ‘Hedworih

\Lambtbn, f’el+ that the wotion w;s too Jndefinlte, and‘thét‘
the workers had been dpcelved by the writers of artlcleu and
-pamyhlets.}j7‘ Joseph Hume, Kllkenny S‘M.P. held that the,
fGovernmenﬁ‘sﬁould have brought-up the‘subjeét,‘aﬁd fél% that’
\any;inquiry should include an ektensibn of‘thg‘franohise‘aﬁd
a reviéw bf‘fhe Corn Laws. If>the‘Go§efnmehf wefg‘more'
favourable. to the Charfist causé he believeﬁ it.woﬁld ”incréase
the peace and contantednpss of the people,' for their
‘pvlnolples were sound . 118 ‘
At this time Chartism‘néeded a new {mage and even-
tually a National Charter Association of Great Brltaln was
formed on July 20, 1840. It\resolved to federate local

"dlasses,” "wards" and "councils,"” to levy a penny per week

subscriptiony'to move Chartist motions at political mestings;

114

oL

Sdangard, Third Series, vol. 50, pp. 1222-1234.
116 ' |

Toid., p. 1234, 7mig. MEipig.
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.at elections.

X

o

7
to encourage Temperance, and to support Charitist candidates
119
From a promising beginning Chariism had descended

‘ N Co Lo
into a somewhat despondent valley. The original vision of

>

change leading to an.egalitarian society had degeneratsd .
into a series of complaints against the status quo.
Parliamentarians, as can be ssen in the .small numbers who

cast thelr votes on questions related to Chartism, became

disinterested except for the Chartist Radicals and a few

~eccentrics. There was no .real threat to the status quo, for

the Chartists offered no viable alternative, only a few
changes %to the- existing system. Their complaints:and suggested

—~ e . o . .
alterations to society could be ignored, ridictled or simpily

A8

absorbed by .society. The Chartist Movement struck no fear

into the hearts of . the parliamentarians. It was a nuisance

and a diérupiion supported by & few‘cranksin'Ité diVersiiy

of aims and outlopks made any effective co-operation in

 significant action impossible. . Scciety was not threatened,

only irritated.

.
M %ara, pp. 141-1%2.



. o Chapter 3
THE 3ECOND PEAK 1&: ~i842

‘The Cﬁértist movement began to revjVGJdn‘thé sprimg
of‘lSQO,ﬂEut it was a chaﬁved movement. ° In its forma\av=
YEears Char ism had beenh, as Matner ¢o succinctly putD i,
"cradled in a broader radical tradltﬁcn vl when upper and
dedle cla»s radlcals 301ned Chaxtlst soc1etles and shared
Chartlst p*atfoxms w1th worklng class speaker"k At thls;

time of re vlval nowev%r, therq@was a refusalxgn the p@?t\af

the work;ng cla ses to co-operate with the middle classes, .

and 1t was\ln\thzs period that Chartist attacks on the, Anti-.-

Corn Law meetings took place. What happened in the late

1830's and early 18§0‘P bo® convert worklﬂg class conseious-
ness into\”wiaespread repudlatlonjpi con@acﬁ w;thkmlddle
ctlass requmers?"g\iBasicaliy, if‘WQS\thé trade depression
and the higﬁ price of fobd which made class feelingé‘very‘

bitter. ALsO, many of the middle class, in their roles as

:magjstx tes and ape01a1 oonqtables, had \élped‘td put ddwn_

the earlwer Chartlst risings.

r.c. Mather, Chartism, DLondon: The Historical
Association, 1985, p. 20.
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"whlch dld not different¢ate polltlcal prlsoners from common

1840, pp. 1103 1107

? ? o~

. . .There was now an organization designed to educate the

LY . .
rank ard file, and to keep t}em together, whereau before

tnere had Qoen only the annual ﬂatlonal conventlonb As‘géaﬂ

‘Brlggs clalmS, "Chartlsm never comgletely dlsappeared i'.'. o

 “even 1n 1ts darkest hours n3 There was Nnow a. real at%empt

K

“;make the working people of ngland Peel that +hey were ant flea

in an attempt to brlng about socma* 1mprovemen+ )
T
Although tbe Char+1st rev1val began in the bpr*nv of

; 18&0 the oﬁly references‘to the movement 1n Parllament

corcerned the men who had*beén 1mprlsonea as a result of the

; , .
Blrmlngham and Newport R1ots 1he Chartlct Radlcals and |

l  the1r supporters attemﬁked to enllst the support of other‘

\ .
leerals and Conservatlkgs who were llberally 1nc11ned On«

Aprll l& lBQO henry Warburton, a Phllosophlcal Radlcal and

¥

T Member for Brldert made a, motlon for the mltlgatlon of the .

’sentence 1mposed on Lovett and Colllns for sedltloUh 11be1

 -after the Blrmlngham Rlots ) He blamed the current leglslatlon

>

felons 4 ‘The. motlon was seconded by Sergeant Talfourd; the

¥

~w1bera1 WP fox Rpadlng who - malntalned that men with

' potentlal iike Vincent, conv1cted af%er the Newpopt ngang,

)

jAsa Brlggs, "The Local Background of Chartlsm "
Chartist Studies, ed. Asa Briggs, London: Machllan and Co

- Ltd.; I559, p. 28. | § ‘

‘5. TN o o . - .“\ -
' +Hansard Third- Serles, vol. 53, Tuesday, April 14,
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78
should not be pldced in a regu7ar gaoT whexm they .might makc
5 . ", . r.

dangerouq ass@01atlons L s

‘.§1g Undersecretary Tor the Hamb DepartmenT was

forced %o agree that the Prlsons Act dld not clearly de—\,

R 1ineate now Tersons conv1cted of seditiuus 11bel bhoqu be

treated. The country had bean in a dangerous and gxc&table

" .state beoause of people makinv~inflammatory speedhes at-that
fimé{‘énd he regarded Vincent as especxa’ly dangerous bcoause‘

‘fof hls attacks on the Covsiltutlon in the Western Vlndlcator

a weekly publlcatlon very popular w1tn Westexn and Welsb

6 .

; Hume, the Kllkenny Chartlst Radlcal Ob]PCted to

"allehdLLQnS belng made aga:nst the Western Vlndlcator in the

T N

‘house when no Judlclal or crnminal charges had been brough*

3

agains%’it He also claimed that the working olasses truly
belxeved tndt they ‘had been treated more harshly bhan others

of a, 'hlgher station" mlght have been 7 Duncombe then polnted

s

out that Lovett and Collins, men of good repute, had been

N

- convicted for publlshlng what had - frequently beeh sald in the i
: Commans, that the employment of London pollccmen was the cause’
Cof tpe lemlngham ziotlng They had therefore, called upon

‘tbe pecple to reqlst such actlons QFox Maule, for the Govern-

ment, denied that the\pvesence of‘the London police had been

" the reason for the eruption of the Bull Ring Ricts, and to

®1pid., ppe 1111-1112.
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) 79
prove hms D01nt he remlnded the House that a pollcc inspeétor
has. been tried for hzs conduot durlhg the rlots and had been
chu;tted 8
Viscoﬁnt Sandom,:the;ConsérQEﬁive‘Membef for Livefé .

pool, expressed his bellef that men such as these should ‘have

Netmarte

"\t%elr sentences mltlvated bbcause they were ro+ degrmuoa
Crlmlndls,\eyeg ‘though thelr wrltlngs were mlSLnleVOUb.g ‘
Another Conservative,néif Eardlé& J. lemot,:the Membér for:;,

- o : ‘ \:‘ the Northern lelSlon of Warw1cksh1re, stated‘that "hiﬁb

‘ ‘ demeanouls of words should be treated dlfferently from

mlsdemeanours of deed“" aluhough in this case ‘he Blrmlngham
10

maglstraies had blmply applled the law as it stood.
Radlcals and Conservatlveo ‘alike kept up the pressure
. On the Covernment by means of further petltlons On May 27,

]8#0 Duncombe presehted a petltlon from a large Chartlst

%

meetlng held at Brldworth Yorkshire, protestlng agalnst the

;‘ o 1{uredtment of Feargus 0! Connor He asked if the Government

| . - had 133uea ‘any dlrectlve about the treatment of” Chartlsts,
and if th’s were so, why o' Connor had been treated 80 severeiy 11_
The Under—oeorewary of the Home Offlce‘togk this gpportunlty

. té‘correct:the}impressicn that the Govsrhmeht had issﬁed‘ahy

orders as to the wayzQ‘Connor's sentence;éhould be put into
12 ¢ ST '

]

effect.

P S T

Tbid., p. 1114. “Ibid.; p. 1115. 191pig.

~ » Mlypig,, vol. 54, Wednesday, .May 27, 1840, pp. 647—
S e - R -

121pia., p. 649
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~ On June 2, 1840 Sergeant ;alfouhd pveoerted petitions

"on behalif of O'Conmor and V:mcent.l3 lhl% cqused My, Wllllaﬂb

Addams Williams, the Liberal Member for1Monmouth%ire and

. local magistrate, to respond by stating that he considered -

Vincent to be the cause of all the "disastrous events which .
had oqcurred_in the area, for by his inflammatory speeches .
wll '
”n

and artwoies he had aroused the -peopls. Fok Maule pointed

out ﬁha§~ 1en Vincent was first impr 1soned he WaS sent to
‘i‘«iohn;ou%‘;"l&al‘, where “he was allowed 1o have wrlt:mg materlais,
but as he used them to contlnue supplyzng the Western
Vlndzcator w;th articles he was moved to Mlllbank and lost

15

After a squaoble 1nvo“VLn Hume and Lord Granv1lle

= : -~

Somerset the Conservatlve M‘P for: Nonmouthshlre, about

\ whether or rot Vlnoent had contributed artlcles to this -

publlgatlon,slnce his ;mprlsonment, 16 Duncombe trled to. brlng
thé‘Hbﬁsé back to tﬁe considéfaéion of tne complalnt that the
"1aw had been unfalirly admlnlstered . The Liberal M.P. fﬁr
Gockermouth ”enry Agllonby, p01nted @ut that sympathy was

being created for Vlncent by such harsh treatment and this

made hlm more dungerous than his wrltlngs hadadone 17 The

‘ Lnartlsts ere certainly succeeding in drawin attentlon to
_ € )

thelr cause with their petlilonq, whwch could, only be pre-

sented by Memoers of Parllament

14

16

Ibid., pp. 899-900.
E5os ) BV I ;
7 Ibid., p. 900. - Ibld . p. Q02.. Ibid., p. 306.

W1pia., p. 895,
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_After the motioh to present a petition to the Queen
avout Vincent's senténce_was withdrawn, anotnez was introduced

to -have 0'Gonnor transferred, and flna¢¢y the Member for‘

\.Salford presented a petition fzom hlS constltUents complaln- f‘

1ng about Rel Connor's treatment 18 All motlons were u]tlmatmly'

withdrawn 'as Qoth L}o@rals and Radlcals wanted to show their -

‘opp031t1uh in debate, but not to embarrass thé Covernment

. serlously\ Thls oampalgn ‘was contlnued 1n the Lords whe“e

&

‘Lhree petltlons Were presented betWeen June b and June 22,

) 18Q0 two . by. Lord Brougham and one by Aord Denman " All three

compla]ned«of O Connor's treatmept and 1mplled that the

Government was ant1~Cha1tlst 19 The petltlons were tublCd

but generated llttle debate’

ihe‘harl of Warwlck hgé-compléined to théiﬁoﬁe‘Offioé
in'alléttéfidétea Jahuafy 9, 1839, abodt a number of boroughs

in hisg county wlth maglstrac1es composed of raqigals alone. Q

'A year after the Blrmnngham Ripts he demanded 1n\the Lords

that reports and letters pertalnlng to the uprising should be“

mad9~avallab1a to the House. The Ba;l remlnded‘the Lords of

' the property which had been destroyed. He claifed that tﬁé

1ives as well 'as the property‘bf péople who 1ivéd in thevarea

Ibid., pp. 906— 908, ) o

]9Hansard Third Series, vol 5& Thursday, June 4, v
Friday, June ;, and Monaay, June "22, 18&0 p. 917, p. 953,
p. 1363, ‘

20Mather, p. 60.
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inability to maintain law and order.

82
had been left. at the mercy of "an orgaﬁizéd mob, " altﬁough
the magistratéSNhad been informed of what was happening.zl

Tﬁé~@arquess df Normanby,‘f@r the Government, pointed
out that the reportb had been reqdy for soms tlme, but hdd‘
uever>peen requested. He regretted the Larl of Warw1ck 8

decision to resurrect the subgect 2t & bime when the angry

\feelings-were Subéidiﬁg;‘as it~might revive these feelings.

He assured the hoase that Qll probe* precautlons had been

Eo) N
taken. © With the Government s p081t10n becomlng steadlly

.weaker, and Aberdeen hav1ng anmounced that " course of

‘aotive~hostilif§ to the goverhment?\haa been undertékén,za‘

the .Conservatives continued to harry the Government over 'its

Wedlington reminded Normanby?tﬂat although the
magistrétes‘had prior netice of the meeting,'they‘failea té

have two mégistratés‘in\attendéﬁce ‘As al result the polloe

‘ had no authorlty to act when the 81tuat10n became volatlle Z&

Warw1ck supported thls statement and clalmed that had the
Ny
w1nd not dled down the whole tTown oould have been destroyed

. by fire. for the magistrates had made no preparatlons bo:dea¢

21 Hansard Third yeries, vol: 535, Thursday,~Ju1y’§,

: 18@Ou Pp. 571-573.

~

“Z1bid., pp. 573-574. N

23Pnilip Ziegler, Melbourne, A Biography of Williain
Lamb, 2nd Viscount Melbourne, New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
Inc., 1976, p. 30b. \ . :

quansard Thuxd Serles, vol 55, ihursdayy_JUly 9, /
1840, p. 575. \ L Co

s
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WLth the situation. <5 Lcrd;Lyndhﬁrst suppérted them and
‘p01nted ouT that a meé%jhg‘hed‘been‘held to-discuss wrether
the gatherlng shouid be dlspersed and thg mllltary was in
readiness to ect if Caiibd upon . He informed the Lords Lnat

a Blrmlngham booksel‘er had lnformed the mayor that there

’ “wao to be a meetlng of Qhartists, ‘and that the Chalb¢dhb had

béen ﬁadv1séd by their leadersito'comq:prepared for- the

"“police.” :Althdugh the magistrates received this information

on_the day prio} to the riots, no preparations‘were made, and
he oon81dered this a gross derellctlon of dUuy 26 ; ‘
On July 16 the leeral and Rad10d1 M. P 's who belléved

that the Government ohOUld be reap0n31b1e for “absorb;ng +he

~conflicts and ten&thS generated by economlc and 5001al

. or ) s . . T s s '
development,"zf‘oontinubd to harass ‘the Government over the

treatment of political. prisoners. The WhigS‘weré;attéﬁked

not only by the Conaeruativéé but éléo‘by the'moré liberal

‘5mehbers of the»Libefél Party. Henry Agllonby, ‘the leeral

Member for Cockermouth, moved that coples .of any repozts or

j'papers pertalnlng to the treatment of F?arguS 0! Gonnor at :

York Castie sh@uld‘be made ayallable to the House.EB\ Thoma.s

251514

6hansard Third Series, vol. 558" Thursday, July 9,

';,LBLPO p. 575. . - .

”

‘?Wiliiam C. Lubenow, Thé Politics of Government

Growth, Newton Abbot: Dav1d and Charles, 1921 D- 180

28Hansard Thlrd Serles, vol. 55, ThUISdaV, July 16
18&0 p 771, . |
- - g ‘_ﬂ‘ . - A 4_.;; .
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Wakley, the Chartist Radioai'Member fQ} Salfbrd, quonded‘the

"'motlon and took tre opportunlty to note that, "Nearly three

.'Hundrcd pErsons were an‘COhflhed “in prlson “For political

*Fences - that was for merely 'expressing their feelings in

birong 1anguage ”2?‘{;1‘l‘ o

i Fox~Vaule replled for th Government and refusp

to aasent 1o the motlon beoaUSe O'Lonnor hadfreceaved a falr

1

trial, and The Jury had belLeved that what he Wrotn was

“

""calculated to.stir up~an0~inflam@ the mlnds of the people.”

He had r9081Ved vermal Ieports fvom a Mr Crawford, who had

“beexr 'sent on- behalf of ‘the Home Offlce to 1nqu1re into the

\_Charges{: Cxawford repotteﬁ that 0 Connor was belng well

te

t-treated,\And that he was in good health 30 JOSeph Hame,

.the Chartlst Radlcal M P‘ for hllkenny, was qu1ck o retort

;‘that it was strange that a publlc offleer Sent %0 1nst1tute

‘fa Government 1nqu1ry should present only a Verbal report 31

B

'~‘f‘ The House‘ as was usual when Chartlst matters were

- belﬂg‘dlSQUSSEd was thlnly attended Thls thln commons

divideﬂ‘bn the m0t¢on ayes - 12 moes - 19, magorlty -7
As there was not a suiilclent number Of Members present to
‘constltute a House fhe Speaker lefﬁ the Chamr and_the

division: went for nothlng The noes were:i Conservatlves - -

s Whlgs - 13 One Repealer and two‘Radloals, who were not

prepared to see the‘roernment‘defeated on~thls issue, made

3

“91pig., p. 772, °UIbid., pp. 772<773.

v

Cmid., peo773. 0
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up'ihe‘group. m% ‘ayeF werﬁ“ feterogeneous grbupfof
‘Liverals (6), “th uonsezvatlves (2), quicals (l),
~w§pea¢ev~ (1), =nd Chartls ‘Radicals (2)
The subiect wao brought up again on Aqust 5, 1850,

JWﬁe§‘Ag3ion§y, Radical M.P. for ?iﬁsbury,Amoved for én.
address %o e presented to the Queen\tb direct fhat a ommiss-
Lon should be set up to ingquire into the treatwent of G' Connof
“and cf all brlsoners gaoled for ”utterlng sedltlous words or
Aior atﬁe7didd sedltlous meetlngs For such men hard labour
oeembd an 1ﬂappw0pr1ate sertence 32 Lord John Russell the

7
Colohlal aecretary, replled for the Governmonb. He had been

at the Hcme Offlce at the tlme of *he flTSt Chartlst r351ngu,
and was. therefor weii quallfled to speak. At that‘t;me‘he>

had‘been very tulerant of Chartist ac01v1t1es; now, however,‘

with:the Go fernrent s pos&ilon becomlng steadlly weaker, he -

e it 4 B p: ’ G S recrs)
PR AL i ot - it il ’{m#.’ R L T R 3
.

was forced to come down strongly on ‘the side of law and

:order.~ He expre °ed h1° sympathy for those who got -excited “

; o : -about a cause and spoke unwisely, but: he p01nted out: that

- ‘ @‘Connor was the proprletor of a newspaper from»whlch he made
\" a proflt Thls newspaper 1aunched constant attacks on, the “

< » ~ Jaws .and Jnstltufnons of” the country, wnlch endangered the

: ‘ peace. ~h§ belleved.ﬁnat such a person‘should be dealt with

éevérel§§~but not made ta‘appeaf a martyr, for that might

encourage others to foliow his example. The Government would

Ibid., Wednesday, August 5. 1840, pp. 1287-1288.



1.
not be det-rred by petitions on motions Irom proceeding a
against those who encouraged others to break the law. 33
ThﬁmastunéémbeTs tated that the House was 1dn0“"nt“
“pfAthe gqmber_o¢ peopJe suffering jn priSOn for‘po§itica3
“offences. He;believed that there were more than two hundred
Cat thg %iﬁe)_énd cited-the\caée of~William Martin, who had
~5eéﬁ‘sent¢@6&d to twelve monthé nard labour for seéiticn, and
had ‘been forced to ﬁork on a tveadMill.Bé ‘The.mgfioh was
supported by the Chartlst Radical, %homab Wakley,‘who‘aoéused
the chernuent of ”efu31ng to grant'a commission of inguiry

because 1t Knew that many atxoclvles would be unoovered He

) relterated that the Government supportéd 1iberal prlno ples

when out of office, but condemned them when 1q office. SOX~f
L T‘ - Maule, Tor the Government malntdlned that gaols were well
: | 1nspected but agreed that he would not object to all prisons
belng controlled by»a central;board to eliminate the dlfferent
systems of regulatlons whlcn ex1sted under the present system 35
Thws debate ‘was adgourned unt17 the follow1ng day,
when ‘Lord John Russgli moved‘the order of the day for a
committéé 5: way s and_moans; Aglionby. however.-mﬁ;ed 28 an
“amendment 1o get'up afcommissﬂbq to inguire into the tféatment
of political-bffénders. iThe‘House divided on the’amendmeni;

36

‘ayes - 42; noes - 11; majority - 31. The noes were 8

~

Prvid., pp. 1289-1294. S'Ibid., pp. 1296-1299.°
Pivid!, pp. 1299-1304, ‘ o

Lo o - 36ibid., Thursday, August 6, 1840, p. 1364.°
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Libverals, 2 hazt 51 Radicals and ithe same Repealer, Nicholas

Aylward Vigor, a Protestant landowner and Liberal Nember for

- County Cariow, who had voted with the ayes on the motion on

July 16. ‘;h se Were‘the M.P.'s who frequbntiv rdlacd gquestions

.about the Qasxc rlgnts of citizn ens. hothlng moré was heard

of “the matier in Parliament until Lérd Brougham presented a

‘peult>on ta t%e House of Lords from the National Charter

Asqoc iation at Bloomsbury prayvn for the release of Frosth,

-Williams and’ Jones,~who‘had been convicted for their opinions,

not for their‘actsfj?
. Chartists used petitiong as a peaceful method of
bringing pressure to bear upén the Government, especially

when the movement seemad %o have lost much of its momentum,

‘'such as in the peridd betWeen‘%he‘présen%ing of the Charter.

in 1839 aﬁd 1842, I3 Was a 1égal‘method of drawiﬁé atteﬁtion
£0 ?héir cause in arllament  for petitions had to be preQe ted
by M.f.'\. Aocordlnc to Jonésd the Chartlsts consxdezcd
swamplng Pazllament with 1nd1v1dua1 petltlong, and Thomas
Duncombe received bO?ifrqm Leicester alone., Few anlloh and

Welsh rad{cé;s took up the idea. " Scotland, howevér, had its

_own "Petitioning Movemeht”‘which began in March 1840. ‘here

was such a trade n petitions that a London committee was set

up %o prépare them. The ieaders of ‘the Chartist movement saw

that the political prisoners not only had good‘publicity vaiue,

371pia

., vol. 56, quday,-February 22, 1841, p. 763.
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flﬂstanced~tne two million

~
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but would help to keep the " movemant. alive The wives of
tkese priseners‘rec&i 72Q Weekly grants, or- were heiped 1o

k)

set up in baszneso 38

pvogress dqung 1840~ Ql and becoming more efficient. - He
signatures gained for -a petition

the release of .Frost whith Duncombe presented in Nay

o 39 - : !
;8%1.3’ Indeed, Chartism did reach a peak ngver to be

reached

The Chartist Radicals and their suéporters looked

- DR

n whe pariiamentary process and, indeed,

)

ccmp081tlon 01 Parllament as belrg 1nappropr1ate to the

on the very

eeds "of the work@ng classes. Tnls*was a reflectlon on
sooial‘sfstém of the tiéef all thé more so because ﬁaﬁy
parlldmentarlans seemed‘only too‘haQﬁy to éee‘dhaf£i§ts‘and
thglr supporter 1o§ked~away. This'gﬁggésts"that'tﬁ%re was
a 5ib§ounced class ‘element 1n Parllament at this +’me
i The petltlon, nresented by Duncombe on Bay 25; 18#f

x oy 5"

1n thé mlddle of a polltlcal cvls¢s

3

was a huge decument

S%gned by 1 QOO 000 of Lhe ”1ndustr;ous classes NIt was

ﬁd‘lad on‘to tb
N l ) r'

Wéb the report lh

floor~of the'Housq llke a mlghty‘snowball,

Mark Hovell saw Chartism making groat

fhe«‘

McDouall's Chartlst and ?epubllcap Jou*nal,

ng. 1Z. 40 mhe petltlon asked that the House should send an

]

é‘ 8 . -

38Da‘
Penguin Books

vid Jones, Chartism and the

Chartiéts,
Ltd., 1975, p. BF.

London:

i

BQMdi Hovell, The Chartist Movement, Manchester:
Manche ster unlver51ty_Preus3 1918, pp. 211- 512,

>

OJones,

p. 87.



address to the Queen begging that all political prisoners
should be liberated, and that Frost, Williams and Jones, the

leaders of the Newport Rising, should be granted a free

PR S

pariden. The petition_also pleaded ‘that the House should

\ﬁ ’ adopt the principles of the~Charter.a* ; A
o The Liberal Governmeny was in difficulties. In

.

April Eéhn Nalter, propriétOr 6f the Times, héé‘won the‘éity\
of‘NQttjngham,j}ong a Libaral seat, withﬂiﬁefhelﬁ of thQ ‘
Radicals and the Chartists. ‘Thg'ConservatiQes‘weré‘feaéy

. -~ now to wage an all-out aésault on {ﬁe Governmént in ?arlia«

ment.

Te

Vo “ The ﬁresqntatioh,qf the petition Brought Col. C.D.W.

Sipthorp, Conservative M.P. for Lincoln, to his feet ¥o
. ~ : ‘
§o - complain that the prayer of the petition had not been read

in its entirety, and, tongue in cheek, to state that he was

\; . ‘ anxious that the peti%ions of all classés‘bf_peoﬁlé shouid_ba‘

‘considered by the House. © ' Peel pointed out that since the,

o

petition had beén tabled, the substance of the prayek;ﬁould

- i ‘pe learned, and since it was so large a petition, it would be

L

4 -
-

2 . CoL ) .
difficult to unroll.“’ _He wanted to make it clear that the
Conservative Party was not behind Sibthorp in his jibing.
Lord John Russell, the Whig Colonial Secretary,fattécked

Sibthor@ for making a jest of the petition. ‘By‘implicaticn

: qlﬁdﬂsard, Third Series, vol. 58, Tuesday, May 25,
184, pp. 7H0-7L1. \ ‘

! L
Yerpia., po w1, PInid.
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he suggested that the Conservatives in general were ridiculing
C L : -
the working classes. Col, Sivbthorp denled this, and
received support from Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Conservative
. a
Member for Oxford University. The latter stated that any
membe might ask to have- the prayer of a.petition read in
the'regular mannerﬂwithout "inténding to cast the slightest
L}_S o SLon
. ;o

- reflevtlon on those who had Slgned it.
ATtér the petition was rebenvnd Duncombe accused

“Cgi. ulbthurp of r;alcullng it, and then spoke o* the
allegatlons 1n the petltnons roncarnzng the- espe01ally har sh -
,rtrea%ment meted out to Chartlsts He bta+ed that when a

Lhartlst was found gallty of attendlng an 1llegal maeting
L6

‘there was "no hope or chanCe for escape " He noted that of

B
3
o
y
Y

. ~the;l&lﬂi persons bonv1cted‘of political offences subSequeﬂt to

B4y a4 <l

January 1 1839 thlrty-tbxee remalned in prlson. 'He fead‘to‘\)

R

the H@use letters from Peter Hoey, who nad been relea ad frcm
‘lhakefleld Gaol*and George Henry Smlih who had been released
v . -from Preston House of COTTELEIOH, complalnlng abogt‘thﬁlr;
‘*txea%ment whlle‘lmprlsoned. 47 He pojntéd ou@ that seditiéué\
1ibel was a matter -of opinion only, and that those who had‘”

signed these petltlons had come 1o loék upon, the prlsoners as

martyrs. He then moved that the address snould\be presented

»

to the Queen,ag T - x o T “; .
bqlbid_,_p‘ 7he. 5171& uélbid., D, 7hL.
Q?Ibid.,‘pp‘\?&S%VQ?. 481pid., pp. 748-749.

B
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Gl
. Mr “Fok Maule, fof the Government, éSsured him that

: the Mlnlstry did- not hold the petltlon 1n rldacule, although-
some Members aid belleve that the demands for polatwcal

\‘pr1v1leges wefé—exaggerated and ought not to be granted "He'

T2

doubteﬁ the expedlency of presentlng such an address %o the v
: 3
‘Crown and reaected~most ggflnlﬁfly the 1mpllcat10n that

,Chartlsts were treated more harshly than other cntlzens u?~
‘ " The REPEdl M: P fOr Dublln Mr. Daniel O Connell

‘supperted the motaon as he clalmed that the Government had

‘Lchleved 1ts alms because,,"No Chartlst Wa'S NOowW. breaklng the“
‘iffLaw,f and dt such a tlme mercy should be shown. 50 It Was a
’strange statement to come from a man who had not attended a
‘ Leeds rally in January 1840 because‘he_bellév§d that 0'Connor's
51

iollowers would kill hlm John Temple Leéder the West-

minster Radloal agreed wnth thls plea for mercy. - He also
. }

‘{' spoke ou; for soc1al Justlce for the worklng classes, who
Jelleved +hat there was one la& for the rich and another for

’the-poor He tco claimed that thp Chartists were not

B
B
S
B
Ei
Foe .
e
g
w
¥
v
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ag¢fét1ng and that "there was no danger of qutbreaks: n52

The leeral M.P. for Falklrk William- Glllon rose to

 dorboic 20

‘state that in hlS opinion the House was not 1nd1fferent to the
ylews‘of the people, He trusted much to the good sense of the

Ghartists and bellieved that‘they were_beginning to see the

’

_ .
“91vid., pp. 7h9-753. 50,@1{., Pl 75k
Slgara, p. 146, 4 ’ \_

52Hansard, Third Series, vol. 58, Tuesday, May 23,
S 1841, p, 754,
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‘folly of thexr past conduct He hoped that he would see no
.'more ef it, any more than of the "unnatural coa71tlon that
‘He wa ef;xrlng to the recent by eleoilon at Notflngnam wen

oy Walter for the Conservatlves o

Thls Link was agaln ev1dent in the 1841 general
electlon There had a;ways been a traditlon of popular
‘:Torylsm‘ln‘the North, \where ‘some radlcals, such. as Oastlér
.‘and Bernard as, WELl as some Northern M P.'s tried to reéaptur
. the good feellngb that had Dnce ex1sted between rlch and poor

when paternallsm was the norm The Poor Law controveruy

: brought Coneervatlves and ?adlcals closer together in Waleb

‘~and the North The Morning Chronlclesrepogteu that in thé

lS@l;eleotlon "Chartisté. ﬁch\a$ are ﬁoters,-have almost to
5l

g'a man supported +he Torles Since only a few ChartistSj

v

were enfranchlged I doubt that their support at the. polls

.
. ‘. . . P
o O o 0 Y it SIS S S L

k could have welghed the scales heavily in the ‘Conservatives'
‘favodf " However, their flery orators might have" bwayed some
g‘ " voters'to support the upholders of paternallsm ‘Cguch
,; "happeni ngs dld provide. the leerals with'a weapon fox a small
3

attack upon ‘the Conservatives,\in face of the laﬁter's
determined assault.
i i ‘ . iIn‘the continuing debate, the Chartist Radical, Hume,

P ‘ ‘ .. brought the House back to a consideration of the motion for -

- 531bid., pp. 755-756.

52‘LJones, p. 122,

had 1ate1y taken place between the Chartlsts and the Torleb 53  -
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©an addre%s to the Queen requesting clemency for polltloa1

prjsoners, and adoptlan of the ‘aix p01nts of the Charter 55
S
Fenry Narburton the Brldport leeral and supportex of 5001al

gustlce lssues, spoke of the harsh treatment and 1ong consg

56

flnement of the Chartlst prlsoners Tbomas Wakley, the

- Salford Chartist Radlcal drew’ Pebl into the debate when he
implied’ that the Conservative leader was dellbe1ate1y evadirv

® ‘2 Aifficult subgebt 575 Peel denied this, and stated inat He
\ was op90¢ed to estaollehlng a precedent by the House maklng

u

a recommendation t%;the Monarch. .The Queen's advlsors wouid :

.not, he was sure, be influenced by a desire for popularity,
_but.for the permaneﬁf-iﬁterestS'of society. 58" one feels ™
that thls was a dellberate and 1ron1c 1mplloatlon that it was:

7ust what he expected the Whlg mlnlsters to do, as “they knew

that a general eleotlon was imminent and that thelr posltlon
¥ : ) :

was weak .

- o John Eaethopeﬁ who sat for Leicester from 1837-1847

‘as a Radlcal and who had purchased the Mornnng,Chronlole in

41834, agreed wath Peel on prlnclple Powever he planned 1o .
) o “vo%é for the motion because some of his constituente ¥had
. - Iﬁresez'_rted thie‘ir pe’tv‘it‘ionwto the House i}'i~ whi ch they res.sed
B - thelr deSire that one_ef those'offeeders should becomewa
candidate to represent that town in Pariiament,"59 and he

wanted tc see that his constiiuenEE‘ wishes were expressed

55Ibid., p. 756,  CIbia.  571pid., pp. 756-757
. Proia., pp.o757-759. Yrmial, p. 7590
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in the House. Actual]y, he did not vote for the motion, but

. N N
he was ‘re- electéd 1n the June 29 election. 60 .

-

v

\ Slr De Laoy hvans, the Radﬁcal M P fbr Westmlnster
‘acoused not only Peel but also Fox Maule of defendlng thelr
opp081t on to the matlon on the ba81s of constltutlonal ¢aw

‘j  when they sh@uld ‘have” been consldeflng the w1shes of mor

- than a mlllth unrepnesenied peoplekél Slr Bengemtn Hall,
 the Liberal repr88entat1ve for~MnIylebone th ong-=-time Member‘
fgr Wonmohth ssured the House that he ﬁad never krown the

. Monmouth: area to be S0 kranqull There Wa.s no agltatlon

o among the worklng péople although wages ‘had beén %educed
and the 1ronxlndusiry was\}g a depressed~state\ It was hls

gpinion that the whole_couﬁxry waé‘quiet: therefore the .
Governmoht‘ébuld:afférd tO‘be‘mefciful 62 Hénry Aglionby,’

) a Radlcal from Cockermouth SaW no 1mpropr1ety in the Fouoe
lettlng 1ts wlshes be known to the Crown, and accused the
House of”fal]lng 1n 1ts duty to the Chartlsts If Members
had taken tha\troub‘e to attend some Chartlst meetings and
find out more about the movement, thgy\Would have$shqwn more

sympathy for its demands, and the public:in tﬁrn would feel

less disaffection for;Pgaliament.éj ‘Melbourne's ministry

OOCharles R. Dod, Electoral Facts 1832-1833 ‘ N

\Impartialll‘Stated, Brighton: Harvester Press, 1972, p, 177.

6lﬂanuard Thlrd 59“193, vol. 548, Tuesday, May 25,
1841, p. ?60. ; e

62

-

2pia.  ®1vid., wp. 760-761.
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was thus under attack from Chartlst Radlcqlg, Radlcalu, .

leerals and Conservathes

Vlscounf Sandon, the Conservatave Mewber for- leer

'pool a constlbuency*w1th a 1arge worclng olqss populat:on,f.

opposed the motlon becausge he felt lu dangerous for the.
L
House to 1nterfere w1th the prerog@tlve of the CrOWn o4

Lord John RUSsell Xeltersted that pet1t10ns aoklng for- wercy

sbould be directed. o the Crown, ndt the Commons, and Colonel -

Slothorp again opposed the motlon 65

Henry Ward Radlcal Member for Sheffleld accused -

' Vlsaount Sandon of’ 1mp1y1ng that the mot}on had been brought

forward at’ a tlme when there was a probaballty of a dlssolu—

‘ t10n~oi the Houve; and if. the Gavernment‘supported the motion,

they would be accused of trylng to wln popularlty for the - .

1mm1nent electlon . He belleved that it was necessary to take

‘Qtrong measures ‘to’ preserve the peace, and he asked Duncombe .

not o brzng the House tao a lelslon as this would only hurt

66

. his oWn cause. - Vlscount\Sanaop denled‘the oharge against

him, ard he was followed by Duncombe, who denied that he had

brought forward the motion for election puxposes The

petl ion had ‘been circulated two to thres months before there

was, a‘p@ssibility of dissolution, and he falt bound to go to

division. 67

Jones quotes from McDouall's Chartist and Republican

Journal, no. 1l2:

6h
66

Ibid., p. 761.

Ibid., p. 763.
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All stranvers rushed out, the dooxs were bolted “and

x E Wh¢ist murmurs of anxiety fllled the passages the boltg

Y+ . creaked again’ and out rushed thé members. "How has .it
_gone, sir?r "Votes equal, 58 and 58." “hog has the-
Speaker glven 1t¢" ”Against " "Damn hlm

o

‘-~{ : The Speaken the Hon Charles S. Lefevre. leeral Mambe“ for

Hampshir93 considered that the vote, if oarried, would
1nterfere w1th the prerogatlve of the Croww "He therefore

declared hlmself thh the Noes and the motlon was defeated,é

-0

Agaln worklng class aims had run up agalnst mlddle c]ass .

SOClal aSSUmptlons, and we see ‘the dlfflculty of workang

w1th1n a system 1n Wthh a olass based ?arllament was ‘a
. prime element; | o ;‘f

Thié close vote, even though such a small proportion

-

of the Hbuse was preseﬂf; encouraged tﬁé Chartists‘to;make‘

of slgnatures was to be done moze bystematlcally The towns

were lelded 1nto dlstrlcts and a house to House canvass was

carried out. "The result was a monster petition with over

three million signatures, which needed sixteen men to carry

N : ¥ ‘

R . 1t into the House. )

2 . . ‘. O N

N ‘ ‘ Prior to this event, howaver, in.the course of a

E debate on the distress of the country, Birmingham's Chartist

Radlical Member, Joshua Scholefield, spoke‘of the vast and

. extensive suffering in the manufacturing’'districts because

- o \ E «68Jones,/p. 87. .
o 6gﬁansard, Third 3eries, vol. 38, Tuesday, May 25,
1841, p. TO4. ~

BN NN e L U e

. _— - plans for an-even bigger petition, one in‘which the cblleétion‘
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of. the slump in trade.

Conservatlve at the fornhcomlng electvon

“Radlcal Member ior Leeds, reported to the House that: GPOrge

\

R | | - ol

70" e noted uhat the ordlnary p@ople
i

) béa‘!OnuOPfldEHCE in elther party, but would preier votlng

?1 rJ‘Here was no

A

‘lndlcatlon of- colluslon between Chartlsts and Torle ; as had

~Deen SMggesTed in the debate on the petltlon Edward Barnes,

Y

White, & Chartlst lgaQer, speaklng at a‘meetlng in Leeds,‘
. . . - - »‘ . N i
. haa sajd- "It*is a‘crime‘f0r~a~man to allow himgelf to .

starVe in the mlqst of" p]enty RIS uaed this to show t‘ip;

dlstress prevalent in the natlon but 1t well may have

?

»frlghtened those Members who~were more Concerned w1th~tﬁe

. maintenance of 1qw and Order than with the people s Welfare :

v
rarllament wasg dlssolved on June 23, 1841, and a rnew

one summoneﬁ ta- meet on August 19. In the general electlon ;

»

“~which. followed the Conservat*ves won 369 ueats and those

won the Mlnlsterlal 31de of the House won 289 ?3 As-a consei

.

quence the Wh*g admlnls&fatlon r881gned on August 30,‘and
Peel formed a. Conservatlve admlnlstratlon, with 51r James

Graham at the Homa Qffice. .

A ' T
AN

The Cnantlst movement gathered strength during the

. winter of‘lBhl arid~the spring of 1842, when the depression
oW ~ . ' - ‘

2
wHn e 5

B
b

791big., wvol. .58, Tuesday, June 15, 1841, p. 1520.

. - Tlrpia., p. 1526, 7PIbid., p. 1545,

7BW1111am 0, Aydeiotte, "Parties and Issues in. anly
Victorian England " Journal of British Studles 5 (1966)

o p. 103.
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Fﬁln trade and 1ndu tf& WOr onud ) on’ Mond?y, MBY ~» LSQE' phe\
;f_‘;fsecond gredt Vatlonal Petlthh Qas plasented towt}e ﬁbuse by “
‘:?; Thomas Dunusmbe Tt was brdféht to tne HOUb@ by a great

i?iorowd;k Its“bulk was so gweat that 1t would not go Throush
**f;the doors untll it was unrolled and it spread “over a great |
'~‘part of. the floor and rose above the level of the Taole "7+

'Duncombe gave notlce of a motlon for Ay 3 that ‘the petltlon

.7

be can81dered by the Houge He albo asked that repxesentutlves“‘

~

. of thoae who had qigned Jt should be heard at the Bar of the
. o

‘House to support thelr alledatlons He Stafpd thai fhe

petltlon had been 51gned by 3, 375 752 men and women of the

1ndustrloUS classes," and he belleved that all the 81gnatureb

K

S were genunne 75 The Clerk read the petltlon“ whlch llgted
the people 8 grlevances The suggegted remedy for these lllS

I
was. that Parllament bh@Uld pass vnto 1aw ”The Peop]e 5

n?6 .“ : S o ! . L R . . "A

Lo Charter

On the same day as thls motmon wa& brought beiore
the Commons;- Lord Brougnam presented a petltlon to the Lorﬁo
from the prov3n01al council of the Natlonal Cowplete gulfrage.
Union, \dated Aprll 15, 1841. It asked for the estab]lshment
'of universal male suffxage. annual parllamerfs. vote by ballot
and no Droperty qualzfloafuons for M.P,"s." Brougham tqld the

Lords that the council WaS composed of 90 %o 100 delegates

YQHansard; Third Series, vol. 62,~Morﬁay, May 2, 1842,
p. 1373, .
?5 '< .l_‘r"
dbid., pp. 1374-1375.

761bid., pp. 1376-1381 [see appendix B).

*
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\ frOm all parts of the country mee'lﬁg 1n blrmlngbam After ~ﬁ“ R

draw1ng up the Detltlon these delegates had oonvened a publle

meet¢ng of many thou sands, who had‘agreed to these demands

Lt

He' noted in partlcular that the middle olasses wers moet

k‘ﬁnx1ous that thewr iellow bltlZEﬂS should be brought waunln‘

tbe pale of the conotltutlon and that~the man wxo had 1 -\.\ . .
oxganlzed the petltlon Joseph Sturge, was a most resﬁéetéble
member of the Soc1ety of Fxlends 77 Brougham obvzcusly fel% _. !
that the Houve would be more llkely to take note of the |

petltlon if there appeared to be an alllance of both mlddle

~

~

aﬁd working clasa Cltlzens.‘ Joseph Sturge, A Quaker and a
Radlcal was probably reoognlzed as ‘the man who had attempfed
to.unlte the mlddle—class and worklng—class 1eaders at the
J839 Blrm;ngham Qonvehtlon and in 18&1 in the Complete  ‘*
Suffrage Union. The' petltlon was read at 1ength and Thsh
tabled. : Qj‘- . .‘L "i

dhen Duncombe rose on Nay 3, 1842 1o submlt hls

Ry

motlon to the ‘House he said: ". . . many call tne Chartlsﬁé
of the preSent day w11d and v1glonary parsons as 'if the puvints v
upon.which thqy lay 50 much stress were flr t devzsed by‘ . .
them . . .."’%® The demand for constltutlonal reform went - L
back to l???, and he gave a resumd of its history,'dwelling
particularly on gavergment repression and the disappoiniment T

felt by the ordinary people over the 1832 Reform Act. He _) i ﬂh_i

"T1bia., vol, 63, Tuesday, May 3, 1842, op. 3-b. | ‘..‘/

Trvia., p. 16. A
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R the electlve franchlqe

'~dlseased cow had been dug up for food by sfarv1ng people:

»

N

)7 ) ’ ?L\JO

. g -,

¢tated h: belﬁof *hat the peaple felt That‘%?s present House

Lo NS
-was mcre carrupb and more dlaposod to ‘class 1eﬁxs?at10n than

/Q

o
ver Defor They nad thereiore, formed 600 Chégglst

\ij&prClaflOns, and lOO OOO worklng clasa aduth actuélly "lay

/ Es

‘i  aqzdeﬂone Denny per week of thelr waves for The purp@se of

N N

Mcarrylng on and xeeplng up agltatlon in faVOur oi thelr claxm'

)

80

-

1ir0m Northern manufacturlng dlstrlcts that there was rea*'

1

dlstress, Hb spoke of oup kltchens belng ¢et up and people

‘bégglng 1n the streets.~ He’ also quot@d ircm the Brltash ;

RN

ﬂStatesman, a report whlch descrlbed how the oarcass of a

81

v:\Thl> was all 1nformatlon whlch was desagned 1o’ wnn the

“‘uupport of M P 's who were - concerned w1th seélal is sue

- [

He fhen dddressed Peel dlrectly,wdsklgg what remedles

Y

17h9 had in, mand Dunrombe Iplf that the: proposed income tax -~

3

‘woy;d 31mply reduce the‘middle‘classes To the 1eve1%of the
lower classes, and *hat Peel's proposed tarlff raforms would

put'thoasawds out,of work Hé wondered if Peel wou]d enforce

1aw and order by suopendlng habeas ooxpus, and put down tne

1

Chaptlsts by iorée.T mhls should worry Lhe M. P 's conoerned

about rét»ining civil rlghts.' He' was sorry to see the
N J

Cons=rvaT1Ves rxdloullﬁg the 51gnature oh‘the petltlon, ang

denled thaf there had been any ‘che atlng to increase the

S

o 9mia., pp. 13<19. 9%Ipid., pp. 20-21.
N 1‘ .

L S Al

DREENN

Duncombe then gave eV1dencer .

>

i
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%umﬁer'of siénatures, but even'if thefe had beén it would)
ot alter the duty of the Hou e to eonaiaer _the petltlon 3z
*“he mot\on was seo@nded by J. Temple Leader, C%srti st
\\hadlcal Member for Westm1nster who p01nted Out that‘the‘V
Tory newspapers were jeering at *he whole pTOCPedlﬁgb \Theg :
jclalmed that. only flfteen t0 twenty thou and nad attended
“e the meetlng and that the signatures could not possibly be
J “‘1genu1ne ‘He felt’ 1hat Lf wés 1mp0531ble to doubt’ e;thgr the
> :o1ncer;ty or’ the numberb as durlng the 1ast year “.”. . ho a
toplc had att*acted so much the attentlon of the people as
wnat was cal]ed %he Chartar,”;j He adv1oed the. Members to)
attend some Chartist mg;tlggs to d;pcover the” ablllty and
'ﬂtegrlty of these men who pald t}eﬁr dees und obeyed Lhe
‘ ‘Law yet had. no vote . - |

Spe

He recalled how. Lord Campbell thejlaté~attorneyé

generél after the prosecutian of Chdrtlsts for holdlng

‘a

bedlthuS meetlngs said that "Chartlsm was entirely put dOWn

-

u
K
9
S
o
A

He had told Lord Campbell then as he told the House now,

7

'-? - : ‘\ that the v1olence of Chartlsm had passed by, but that Chartlsm
E | existed. A%l‘appeals to v1olence;had beenxfepndlatad and the
Chartists‘now aﬁpealedronly‘té.moral fdnpejf Chartism,would
. nasver be pﬁt down till the bebple‘s griévancéé had been‘

: ; redressed. Journals such ou the Quarterly Review and the’

. Edinburgh Review might sneer at the petition, btut at least

"this would d;aw attention to it.ga

- Lo ‘ 821pia.  ®rpia., p. 33, ipid.. pp. 33-35.
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Dr \uohn bowrnng. Qhartlst Radical Member for Bol ton-

‘ile Mgors,\aupported tne matloﬁ ‘ Tle people,\he sazd iejt

N RN oppresse& and humlllated The haa made greabter sacwlfloes
: . Y g

~ ‘1 A, ‘5': .
.;Jn proportLon to ﬁheﬁ%"%ans than +he wealthy, a?é saw no

3

\-p‘i;‘EiNLreasom why greater wéalth should 1mplj vreater polltlcal
| l saga01ty ‘They wanted equal rlghtb, and he felt that 1t
wéﬁlﬂ be\unw1se. 1n the presant state of thelpubllc mlnd,

< 'l ‘agltated and excated as it @as*; to 1gnore their pleas.

. ‘-Agawn cane ﬁhe warnlﬁg that dt a lee when soclal misery was

A o

leed w1t% political dlsoontent tha country,was at exp1031on
P01nt 85 \: R o ‘J, i
John Flelden, Oldham s Chartlst Radlcal repreaenta—

tlve, also supported %he petltaon He quoted from.a.BurnJey

clergyman S letter which gtated that many mll}s were closed
‘half the wcrk force was on half‘ulme, andkﬁ 5040 per week was

. o A 7
‘bglng pald,out_ln’rellef. This gave\Fielden, a 10ngutime

fopponeht of the New Poor Law"offiBBQ an openlng to Cr1t1C1ze

Ao e g o i R

N this leglsiatlon and to btaue thai nothlng but a rad10a1

change in +he constltutlon would ‘glive the people thelr rlyhts

B e .2

He warned that the sltuatlon was deterloratlng and begged
Peel to ho?d out an olive bxanch tO the petitioners. 86

' We see the Chartist Radicals trying in various Qays
to appeal ﬁg Lhe five groups of‘parliamentarians who showed
Lo © an interest in the Chartists. Duncombe had reminded the

. M.P.'s that the movement .was still widespn?ad and active in
g ‘ v . T \

%51131@‘., pp. 35-38. - SPipia., pp. 38-39.
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- constituéncies*acrosé the country; *t therefore aff eoted them
| ‘all T“ey all remlnde& Radlcals, Repea]ers, legfais and
‘thgs that hara/st an’ issue .which could bp used to harass"
,the Conservatlve Mlnlstry The 3oyalty and determlnatxon of‘*
| t%e Chartlsts was >trebsed repeatedly, pelhaps as a wannzng
to those who feared these quaJltles that Lonce Slons snovld
AN _ " be made.' They remlnded the oolally conscious dnd the
évansellca 15 that there was a socxal ‘SSUE tc be stlt w1th f\‘
\ here.y The Pafernallotq were appealed to as the éﬁﬁrtlst ‘
‘Rad¢cals played upon thear bympathy fon the 1ndustx1al poor,,.3 o
‘as they P01nted out %hat thls was an exp]osave sltuatlon in “ii:;
f’ wnlch property wa \1n danger 5 Duncombe made a - speélal
| preal to the Whlgs when he remlnded them that the Chartlstq“‘
wers. buf t%e Radluals of ear11er days, and that 11ke the .
‘Whlgs, they were part of thé tradltlon whlch lncluded the |

~ Duke of" Rucnmond and other arlstocratlc advocates off radical

reform 87 Leader trled to appeage the M. P 's who opposed’

Chartlsm because 1t threatened ¢aw and order by assurlng them
-that phy31cal foroe was ended and had been replaced by moral
”‘;:'1 | . force. Many parllamentarlan% feared Chartism because they
e Co . ; .>¢eared~1t3‘vaolence S is QUestlonabTe, therefore, how

o many ,of them would belleve Leadar 3 statement

S;r Jonn Easthope, the Radlcal Member for Leicester,

. spoke’ in favour of conciliation. He recognized the distress -

o Ay G gate 4D,
P
W

of the people, but he aid not believe that the principles of .

“"Ivia., »p. 13-16. B -
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88

| tke Charter would mitig t it. Sir James Graham, Con-

»

~_‘servat1ve M P, ior Dorchester and Home Secretary, vppdéed
‘the motlon because lf the House agreed to 1t the House
~-n1ght exclte hopeb and hold out expectatlans that would not‘

‘fba fulfilled Slr_Johp\Eabthope.shou1d~not uﬂppOLt Lhe

motlon elther since he had not‘supporfed William Crawford's

motlon on parllamentary reform on Aprll ?l and whiéh had

':contalned the baslc alms of the Charter Grahzm. tcok the

- oppoxtunlty to deny that the Conservatlves were rld;cullng

the pet‘tlon. He agreed that there was w¢despread dlstress

\ and uhat the House must d301de on a polltlcal remedy 89

MR S 13 *

'olr John Easthope rOSE to~exp1a1n that~he opposed _‘

'Atne propOSJtlons of the Charter hence he had votec agalnst

Frawford‘ motlon calllng the attentlon of the House to
o

petltlons praylng for reform of the representatlon ‘He
;belleVEd hewever that thetﬁeople should have the oppor~

" thﬁlty to explaln their views “to the House. 20 Crawford the

leeral Member for Rochuale, had nad hls motlon de;eated by

226- 67 ih april 1842 LR

Thomas Bablngton Macaulay, Edlnbuxgh' Whlg o

- representatlve and famed hlstorlab, stated thgt‘if_thé

\-petlthnens were merely demandlﬂg anfinvestigatibn\inﬁo

public didtress, he could support’ the motion, but they were

Tbid., pp. 39-41.  O9Ibid.) pp. 41-U3.
Cmia., p.ob3. . \
P11via., vol. 62, Thursday, April 21, 1842, p. 910.

P o
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deméwaiﬂé that the People's Chérter should be made law. He
cou]d never support unlversel male sufirage which he believed

would be fébal to all puxuoses for Wthh go"ernment exists.
I "is utterly 3ncowpat1ble with “the very exlstence of.
civ1112&t10n Macaulay clearly stated his bellex that

_ 01v111zataon restea on the 5ecur1+y of property and that
e

.........

"We never can, w1thour absolate dangex entrust The supreVe
Govewnment of the country to any class’ which would to a
moral Zertalnty,'be induced to commlt great and systematlc
lproads agalnvt tho\oecurlty of property.™ Here he lS stating
a bellef held by all Conservatlves, all Whlgs, and by a. good;y
percentage of the Liberals, 1n the House . It was the prlme

‘ reascn wby they could no% su;mort the Chartlsts ‘Thls was,

‘ of course, well known to the Chartist Radicals. Macaulay

: wept on %o say‘that hé Tirmly believed that -the Chartists

wanted to confiscate the funds; pfbpérty and land of the rich’
RS B : . ’ :

‘as a remedy for the &vils they complained of. He felt that
this would'ruin the‘rich and make ‘the poor poorér., Macaulay -

. did. nct blame %he pet“thnilb for they were simply clutching ‘

.at anythang which held out hope of 1nstant ‘relief w1thou+‘

D ettt 4 - s Lt A RN L i i
e oo

\

seelng that such a solutlon‘mlght inaur greatev evil in the

future.ygk A government elected by people w1thout property

s AT e

would gi%e no guarantee of the security of those who had
property. The Conséfvatives, who had been sympathetic té the

Chartists in the late 1830's, could hardly be expected to

“1pid., vol. 63, Tuesday, May 3, 1842, pp. 43-52.
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support them now 1f this Qere 50, As well ag heading this
Whig warning,. they also had to reaiEZe that “they constituﬁéd
the party in- power and as such were responsLble for main-
tainlng law qnd order, and the proxeculon of property

*

" John Roebuok the Radical M.P. f’or Dath was nggkly

- eritical ‘of Macaulay's speech, and implied that its “theme

\then went on to leave hlmbélf wide open to attqgk He spoke

had been taken from an article in the Edinburgh Review. He

i

" seemed tolbe speaking intfavour of the ?etitiéﬁ when he
,stafed that to exclude the magoraty of British 01tléena from °

having a.veice in the control of publzc affaarb, was 1o allowa

a m1n011+y to oppress a magorlty, and he rejeoted Macaulay's
clalm that the Chdrtlsts were hostlle to property Roebuck
of the Petltvon s‘"trashy dootrlne“ which had been wrltten

py a ?malagnant cowardly demagogue,” that is reargus

- 0'¢onnor. Nhat was 1mportanb was that thzee ‘miliion ordlnary

peopleihaﬂ slgned it.- Thls group was s0 large that 1f 1t
rose ub the Government would not have the power to put it

down. It was, however, a 1aw-abiddng'peaceihl group.

‘Roebuck pointed out that he had vated"foi« Crawford's motion

for reform of the system of representation. Now he would
cast his vote not for the Petition as a>Whole; but for the.
Charter because he believed that universal suffrage would
produce better governmeni) He felt i would be helpful to

bring 1nto Parliament vpeople who unubx tood the Dltuatlon in

. *

P

the country and who could demonstrate to Peel's aristocratic

.ministry the harm being done by class legislation. He

FRENEAVENN

ot



- ) ;of
concluded by making a statement which proved to be true, that
,thé ordinary people would still chroose’ the rich and the
intelligent fo repfésent‘themLQB Oid habits die hard.
’~Lord‘Fﬁancis‘Egerton,ﬁCQﬁse:vative M.P. for South
~Lancashire, agreed with\Macéu1ay that the petition was
"trashy and‘contempigbie,” and ridicﬁied»ROeBuck'fqr e&pecting
the ao&éptance of the Charter to usher in. some new Utoﬁiaq
%‘ _ Violent‘transfer of power had led to*gvil‘ih the past, and
he belleVud that "the‘armed man would rise." He Telt théi
the Governmcnt would not be ilt to rule if it acceded to thls
request.gg The role of’ the Government was to maintain ozder
in the\land | | ‘
Benaamln Hawes, the Radlcal Mcmber for Lambeth

clagked that althoush s had dlways 5upported practical

reform measures he could not support & petltlon from the

'maSSes, who had been bllndly led by men who "uged language
of the most outrageous character Just as there was class
- legislation of the few, he felt that class legislation of
the many mlght prove injurious to the country. 95 He’ was '
only a frirge supporter of the Chartlbt cause.
The Chartist Radical Member for Kllkenny felt that it
was unfair 1o judge all by the.rash and violent language of
a few{hotheads.‘ Jogeph Hume repudiated Macaulay's claim that

the people would despoil the country if they were granted

o4

2Ivia., pp. 52-59. 1bid., pp. 60-61.

5Tvia., pp. é2-63.  °
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108
political rights, and accused him of using scare tactics.

He believed that the people had been‘patient,tand Lol the

surest wéy to prevent‘revolution was to listen to and redress
the well-grounded complaints of the people.“gb‘ He was‘trying :

to undo the damage which Roebuck had done.

There had been some laughter in the House while heg

‘was speaking and he demanded to know if the Members were

1aﬁghiné at the miséries,of the pecple. CHe\went on o claim
that ;njdstioepmusf come from a éystém of cléSs—legiéiéted
mégopolies. which benefitted the fé& at the expense bf the
many . The question of class i very évident‘he:e. Peel's’
proposed fariff‘reforms would take years to work -out and the
people‘ngeded immediat%hrélieff He supported the poipts of

L4

the Charter, and was sure that if a large_electoraté‘wgre

created, bribery and corruptiim at elections would be less

likeiy.g?

sThomas Wakley, Chartist Radical Member for Salford,
expressed his surprise that Hawes,‘a\Membér for a metropoli-

tan borough, whose repressntatives had always been liberal,

~would not support the motion. -He also wondered at the silence

3

of:the ministry. Wakley stressed that although a vote for or
against such a motion‘might‘bexoonsérueé as a voté for or
against the Charter, he bel'eved that the question Wa§5
simply whether the petitioners would be aliowed to state

their case. He believed that the working men. of England were

961054, , pp. 63-64. 7Ibid., pp. 66-70.

»
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sincere and nonest - a comment greeted by cheers from both
sides of the House. He posed the unanswerable question: '

b © how could the inhabitant of a {10 house be seen as more
‘ $5 one??d
- . trustworthy than one who lived ina £5 one!'
Lord John Rlbseil Whig M.P. for London, staled he

was‘prgsent in the House for two‘reaqbﬁs; to PRPTPSS respect‘

“for the petitienens and abhorrence of the doctrlnesvtﬁ tne

: wpefition. He Qld not belleve ‘that every male had thé\rlght
‘to vote, but that‘property, intelligence and\knowledge should
t%e quallflcatlons Q1th the present pdsition of popular

:educatian and bhe country in its present LOhdltioh be

éould envisage "a state of popular ferment” 1f‘un1v8rsal

P

suffrage weré\granted; This was a standard .position widely

PEPE)
e LE IR
e

g’g"' s

b " held by most pchéerﬁatiﬁes and;WhigS, and by the 1@S§f”

g advanced‘iibergls. .If,‘as Roebuck had stafed, ﬁh}‘?etition
-% ‘was‘dfaﬁn up by a "malignant and cowardly\demagogue,” would
- it not be pOSblble for the. uneducdted and ﬁhe ill-informed to
U - ‘ elect such a man to Parglamenti Russell then went on to
i \ make a compaiisan éf‘Gfeaf Britain's situation‘with that in -
§ . Aﬁerica. In the latfe£ country, there was no monarchy, no

established church, no; great masses of property. ‘Therefors,
i~ .

universal suffrage coulid be exercised without endangering

corder, but in Great Brltain there were many interests holding

society together whigh were at the same tlme possessors of

LN

great properiy, suoh‘as‘the aristocracy and the Church. He-

981§;g., pp§‘66-70,
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110 .
looked upon this motzor'as a vote for or Q. \DT the People's
Charter, and 1fathat were passed into }aW\lt\would shake
property,-incfease %hE‘dist:eSs‘bf thetwofkers and lead to a
J breakdgwn of law and»order 99
> ; “”he ?rime Mlnvster contlwued in. The same étraln
f‘“‘ ) ) Peel thougbt there were two pxoposltlon to be CONSldeTed
| The first was whetner or not to hear ‘the petltlons who would

speak for bhem, and would it bhe u\ "malignant and cowardly
\ deﬁagogue?”~ He oppoaed\thls.propos;tion on the grcuhds‘that\
if thé House agfegd fp hear theém, itimibht‘réiée Talse hopes‘
in thém and jﬁ théjr Toljowefﬁ * The second prop051t10n was
:the 1s5ue of Lhe Charter 1tse4f Peel opposed this because
\he belleved that manhood suffrage was ihcompatibTe with the\
form of government under whloh the conntry had lived for

100

one hundred and fifty years Thexre had been no change in

N the‘Gonservatives‘ position. They had opposed the movement

‘1n oppoultlon and stiil did so as - the Governmenf
R o Chdrles Pelham Villiers, Radical Member for Wolver- )
o hampton, belleved that the politicians had brought this
situatibn on themselves,‘~The two éfea% parties were Cor-
. !Qtamtly accﬁsing eaéh other of having evil motives, and the )
people had come to believe thim “and to demand Change ifr

the pecple were heard and trg ted fairly they might come tc \

see the importance of bringing about change gradualliy. It

991via., pp. 70-76. Tbid., pp. 76-81.
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was wrong to ident;fy those who supported this motion with
being in favour of all {he Chartist aims, 0% \

_vDaniel OfConnell, the Répeal M.P. for‘Cork,'suppcrtéd

the motion, not hecause the repeal of the wilon was one. of

the petiiion's objeots but because he believed in univerﬁal -

‘suffrége Agaln came the hint of a possible ris lng when he.

olasses

- 236. Again Chartism had split the leerals, with fifty-one ‘;;“

- Hovell guotes from the Annual Register.of 1842.

S w vrre e B o

” trea*ed

stated that there could be "no ueourwty for the continuance
of the presbnt orderjy and peacaful habits of the worklng
192 Duncombe ‘closed the debate by stating that
”If the 1nduotrlous lebSSS Qbould ever again oondesceﬁd to
apprpa;h\thls House\by way of petltlon, I‘w111 be no party
to their degradatioﬁ after‘ﬁhé mannéf in which I see them

n103

The comp031tlon of the House was vnapproprlate to

1Y

their needs, and the claSS element~;n Parliament made it an

1ns+rum°nt of class 1eglslatlon

The House d1v1ded Ayes ~ QQ, Noes - Ed? - Magorlty T

Votlng for the motlon and sixty-eight agalnt it. All 221
Conservatives who cast thelr vote opposed the Feasure

”Macaulay and Roebuck had slain the gxeat Petltlon, as
104

}
The year of 1842 was one of depression in the indus-

trial areas, and inevitably there was wild talk énd»wild

Oliyia,, pp. 82-84.  19%%1via:, pp. 85-86.

03p5a., p. 86,  *overl, p. 238,
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actions. There were riots in Blackburn in May, and in Juns,
-Richard Marsden had encouraged a large crowd on Enfield NMoor

to march tO‘LOthn on June 21 to demand the Charter from the

A

;Qﬁeen.; The death of a ycung‘Sheffield Cﬁartisf,‘imprisoned
in York Castle for conspiraéy and riot, ggye:thé cause -
énoiher:martyr, and\Chartistssbégan‘to‘spéékxaf taking
Violént action, and workers began to strike when Fhere was
talx oftredUCing‘wages.‘
; \They began ih_the Staffofdshire‘coliieries with a
- ‘\stfike‘for‘the‘poanoliticéi oﬁject of obtaining higher
é‘wages andkimproved working conditions. The éolliefs drew.

the plugs oﬁ tﬁe boiiers to make‘ﬁork impossible, .hence the
name - the Plug‘Plots. \In‘tﬁe‘Qommons Jphn;L, Richdo,

Radidal>MfP. for Stoké—on—Trent,‘aSked the Homé Secrebary

whether tbe Gavernment héd reéeivedzany news of thé~di§turbl
A . andgs‘in Staffofdshi;e. Sir James G&aham‘replied that he
;~\‘ L | had received reports‘of disfurbahceé'in the éotteries,’but -

thaf_they were not of an alarming nature. A éﬁailvmiliiéry

force had‘been sent into the area;to preserve the peace,‘_
\éhaktha% had been all -the précautions.théﬁ hé had considered}
necessapyslps These strikés, however, were to Spfaad, The
Chartists had discussed taking strike action at many of their
mestings, but they did not provide the initial organization.
They were, however, more than willing to use the situation

‘Which developed to aid thelr cause. They attributed the ¢

1051p54., vol. 65, Saturday, July 16, 1842, p. 222. °
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Mcctram Moor lwter in the yea

113

proposed reduction in wages to the "malice of the Anti-Corn
~ 106 . . : ‘ :
Law manufacturers, "™ anxious to midke the people desperate,

and thug to‘causé disturﬁaﬂcesi&hiéh WOdid'pefhaps paraiyze
the actions of‘whét*they”consideréd”fo be a Protectionist
*GOVernment In no tlme at all the country’hqd beua afoused.
‘At a meetlﬂg of the Lanoashlre and Ches}lre Qtr’kers‘on\

r, n~August 7, they resolved

that. "all labour ShOUld cease untll the People 3 Charter

‘ becameithe 1aw.of the 1and;“io7

én5July.2l, 1842, the ever-vocal Ejncombe~moved an -
address tb“fhe Queen asking that if éover}%ent‘measureé
failed o 1mprove the prevailing condit 1ons-5f distress,

then ”arllament bhould be recal]ed Defore w1nter caused

‘these-conqltlons ‘o @eterlorate. He stated tnat there wab

great alarm in the cmuntryf‘thatfPeel's‘tariff‘reformé and
fhe\imposition of the income tax had made matters worse, and’

that he feared -that the present relatively quiet state of '

the Country‘would soon be disrupted.lOB

Suncombe went on to quote from a report produoed Dy

N
- Chaz%lst who had been sent to Blrmlngham by his 1oca1

council to try to dlssuade the\people from rising: . '

The peaceful conduct of" the people is not as Sir
R. Peel declared to bhe attributed to "their respect
for or fear of the law,” for these people generally
believe existing laws and the present legislative to

LOéHbvell,,p.. 260. 1O7Ibid.

108

Hansard,” Third Series, vol. 65, Thursday, July 21,
1842, pp. BO4-

~
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be extremely bad. . . . the bufieflﬂu people are now
falling -into despair, and & muraur runs among them
“that they must he]p txer,elve .

Duncoembe went‘om to quote Yom a. speeoh made- ut a Chartist
y * . \ .
méétﬁng-
Serious, a53aultg upon propprty have been. mediated. ana
> . only repressed by the efforts of those toc often in
~seorn styled the "physical .force C}artasts "]30

Tb nake sule the ﬁOUbe aid, not think that thls threat to

law und order was a Chqrtl t dream, Duncombe also*quoPed

from a speech- made by Mr.‘ﬁolland"ﬁoole,‘a high Tory and
;Waisq the boroughreeve of Salford;

~ The strong probability was, that there would be

- an outbreak throughout a large extent of the manu-
facturing districts in the ensuing winter, unless. ‘

. remedial measures were adopted. . . . a number of ¢
district magistrates, apprehendlng this cutbreak,~‘ ‘

R S ‘were determined to resign thelr commissions, and not
Yoo R 1ol permlt themseLVES to be the tools. of the aristo-

‘ . : cracy. -

F<

LW

Henry Ward, Chartist Radical M.P. for Sheffisld, and

P -
v manam e WS

.a free- trader9 senonded the motlon He favoured tarlff
réforms, but while making apparent Qoncessions, he felt thét:i

. the Conservative measures had preserved untouched all the

f-mohqpoly and exclﬁsivékavantage of their\supportefé. ﬁé\

‘ cited his own:éonétitgenéy, which had last the Coﬁtinental
“and émér ican hardware markefs, and now had between ten and
fifteen thousand of the worklng population destitute %?Pe

~ felt apprehensive about the future, and concluded by {eadlng'

1094, 5 110

a., pp. 407-408.  “'VIpid., p. 408, -
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%o arm his f&mlly and servants

. i1s5°
a lettgr frém some of Hig constituenis describing conditions»
‘énd‘saying that as many aé’coulq afford to were emigrating
to Amefida?aﬁd Russia;llz |
| John T, Rnoardo Radical Membér Tor Stoke-on- mrewt,
pointéd éut that, "Deaih and the law hHold no LEIIOTS for
‘sﬁarvihg peopie" and that the people would not only &stop
working thpnselves lut would stop others from working. 113
| | Ricardo wemt on tokreaﬂ from 1et$ers describing the
disturﬁancéé in the Potterie§. The fifst‘wés written on
July 20 by a colliery owner Who Stdb@d thdt every colliery
w1th1h ten males of Hanley was closed tha* thousands of ‘
col]acrs were assembllng armed Wlth weapons to terror1ze
‘thgse “bo wanted to work, ‘and that machlnery Pad ‘been ‘

destroyed. The magistrates had done nothlng to stop-arméd

ch meetlng, and as they had provcd nseiess this man planned
114 ‘ ‘

‘Thp second 1eiter he quoted from warned that master

colliers would prefer to bLow out: their furnaces rather than

¥

raise wagés; as‘they were 1031ng money on the Jron they 501 d~
\Wlth S0 many out of work the spirit of Iebelllon was spread-
1ng, although -the. presence of the mllltary had 1mproved
mutters bllghtly.\ The wo;thUSes were fllled, consequently

g e . 115 ‘ ’

outdoor rellef was belng. given.

.

121054, pp. blz-u18.  1lrvid., pp. 431-432.

1hypia., pp. 433-434. 1151hzd . PD- B335,
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mhe third letter Ricardo quated from told of CO]llLIS
‘QrganiZLng a committee to meet dal ly and to send emissaries
o other diétficts to get them to join the strlkej nicardo
felt these accounts would give ‘the House some idea of the
: troublu which lay aheaé 116
The leeral~Member for Manchester, Mark Pbilips.‘
~stated +‘at he had never wanted an extension of the'Suffrdge'
*land had nevgr joined the Chartists,,but ever& ﬁay nowﬂﬁE saw
highly reépeo%ed men of good charaﬁfer and moral worth Who
said that they had askeanarliament“§or justice In vain.
iheéﬁ\men néﬁ‘fe?t‘tha%‘they.must‘join those who advocated
greatjchange; He pimsélf advocatéd‘free‘trade’in order to
open up ihdugtrykaAd alle&iate disﬁfess.l¥7 Both Liberals
and Radiéals are Qafning what they see as a Protécti@nist
§onseryé%iv§ Gé?grnment tﬁat*unless fﬁéy are prepéred‘to
bhangé tﬁeir‘péiiéies,\mény prévi§USly l§w—abiding citizens
might’wéll_join ﬁﬁe strikers or the Chartists, _Thefe was.a
‘feeling\grdwing that a radical change had to come. Liberél‘
. and‘Radical M.P.'s éaﬁ‘thﬁble in their own constituencies
deve]oplng, hende the interest in Chartism. ‘

uhfoxturately, by breaking +the law the Chartlots fell
into the same trap as many radjcals who had gone before them
They plac=d those who were oppressing them by passing class-
biased 1pé*slatjoh in the position of uphoiders~of the law.

However, when the 1owe1 bldsseb are pu hang the upper ClaSbBS

lléIbid ., Pp. b36-437. .11?1131(]‘ . PP BLEbgp
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there is a response. Certajinly, neither physicaﬁkforce rior

 o&dlt10ub wrltlngs could win the day. for the Chart1sta

y

Tradluzonal 3001ety rested on certaln ethlcc and vaiues of
;'conservatlve polat‘cs and bourgeels mor&l*ty, and the perka—

'mentawlans who opposed the Chartists’ \attempt to challﬂnge

v

soc’e%y and themselves,~anﬂ were}seen~by~others a8 protecilng
“the ad%fpted values of the?r societ&, aﬁd no social order can
'aeiisﬁ~wi*hout the coﬁsent‘of thé ﬁeopief:w' . g s
V1scount Palmers*on, the-Libefai M;P. for Tiverton,
noted the . ohe~ ided nature of" the debate Tor 1ndeed few 11 : ff
}Conserva tives had spoken. They muat have been aware of +he

3

;growwng d1scontent in thelr OwWn conotltuen01eq, but werp not
‘prepared te speak agglnst their mlnlgtry s law and‘ordef
pplicies{ fP@lmeréﬁon bérétéd ﬁisraeli in‘partQCular;for
\speakiﬁg at 1engtﬁ,oh past Liberal fbreivn polid&, out nok

utteri ng B’ word about current Conservatlve domestac polloy
Palmerston belleved that the House should show Lts bympathy ‘

IS

for the common people awd prov1de them w1th a g]eam of hope

118*

Dunicombe wouzd up the dpbate by reltexatlng his demands and
the Huube d1v1ded Ayes 91, Noes 147 Nagorlty 56 119

On Monday, July 25, Chartlgm was once more a subaect
Tor d&scuss1on Dunoombe made a motion that a copy of thg‘
‘dépggitidn upon which a groﬁp of Chartists were éoﬁmittéﬁQ
for trié? and’ *he jurors should be given to the House. He

™
belleVed that tqa rlght of the people to meet peaceably lh

115 , .
UOrhia., pp. 467-468.  9pia., pp. 482-484,
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1
publlc o dvscuss publlc ngeVances had been V¢olated “by tne
Staffordbhlre maglstrates : Thls would 1nterest the M.P.

.« - who felt sbrongly ‘about czv;] rlghb; and social justics.

| \ Duncombe then deucrabed the cmroumstances~of thlg
s”’qjcasg in detall . Rumour had” gone about that maglstrates in

o Sedgely had wsrned that 1i‘any Cnartlst appearec 1n the t0wn‘

. .; 'he would be arrested v Nason a Lhartlst 1ecfmrer, bellev¢nb

.\he had thé rlght to aa- so,\neld 2 meetlﬂg in Scdgely He
had b"n 1ectur¢ng for abcut ten mlnuxes when & constable
brokéiup the assembly and the men were charged thb unlaw—
fully meetlng, rlot and assault The constable had accused

i%ason of’uswng sedlt:ous 1anguage, and in order to end the

;and 11ted up the 1ectur9r. e Mason ook oht a warrant
agalnst the constable, and the iatter took one out agalnst
ﬁason. wason wgs commztted for trlal, at which the consuaple\”

- was the~0niy‘Wifness; agé was found guilty; as were'the other

meh‘tkesen% The charge agﬁﬁnst the constable was dlsm1$sed \

«”Duncombe feit fhat such treaument was likely to 1nflame the

feellngs of the workers 1n Staffordsblre‘ where the Qltuatlon
_ N was already very: unstable ' The motion was . seconded by Josepﬁ
B " Hume, the Chartl t Raulcal Mémber for Kllkenny 120

The Home Sccretary said that the men had recelved a .

e

‘ falr trlal and that he could not countenance the House belng

120

Ibid., Manday, July 25, 1842, pp. 589-592.
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asked to constitute 1tue1f as a court of appeal agalnet the
vercht of‘tne Court. He alSO denlea that the magl stl tes

12l ~The‘debate then turned on

had tampered w1th the gury
- the questlon of whbther a constable had the right, -or was

1ndeed compet@nt to gudge whether Eanvuage was SedlthNS.

_ The Government arouvd that 1% was the constable S auiy 50 o
‘see that nc breach of the peace occurred; but Radkba ‘m.P,ZS

;‘dlsavreed N N e
| he Hon Qharles Pe]han Vllilers, tﬁe Raéiééi Memger
'for‘Woiverhampton,‘felt that it was 1mportaﬁt thaﬁ the Hqgsg
“and . the’ people snould know 1if meetlngs to discus ‘poli%iéal"
qug;tlgns mlght be held. I the law were clear 1t mlght
prevent future vlolaflons 1%2i The qulcal Nember for Jumfraeqs
"\Wllliam Ewart, bZOJght up “the example of & similar case at
i“Manohe +er but there the people had been bearlng armb . He
- also poznted out that Mx .. Justlce Balley had 1a1d 1% down at
Xor& thatlthere fust be somethlng to “terrify the peopie"‘
‘bgfbrg a‘ﬁaetidg>qguld he said ta be unlawfu1‘123‘ |
The offi‘m'aj aftitude towards Charfistvmeetingé bf~-;
.botn Whlg and - Aory governments had been qu1te reasonable, and
:maglbtrates bad avolded undue 1nterierenre with- meetlngs,
according to Mr. Justice Bailey'"wruLing This oocurrenc& OI

1htprference in Stafforishlrﬁ may well have been in responoe

to the 1ncrea31ng~number of strlkes, machinery breaking and

Ibid., pp. 592-59h. 122

Ibid., p. 605.

Ibid., p. 604,




the arming of .the strikers. If eems 1ikel ly that it was a

de0131on of local. maglotrqtes rathe* than'of the Home Office,
~ for Qraha ) although taklng a more serious view of‘tre thr=at
of disord@r “than had his Whlg predeeessor,‘did_not exXpect
“troublé to occur until the winter months. ‘ |
Thé Pérliament@ry Radicals had beén very active in
this pefibdiin an effort ib versuade the Government and the
' House tqai they need not fear an outbreak of Chartist VLolcnce
'Wnen r¢ot¢ng broke out the Covernment hoped that ibe 100u1
\maglstrates wald use‘only'01v1l forces to maintain law andi
ordel. \ ’ ' . . “‘ ’ “‘~ SN \
* \The CoﬁservativéfGovernment took measures to bring
bhe outbreaks 1o an end by ar*esulng some. 1nd1v1dvals, by

Con
spreddzng dlstrust among the JNSurgents end by’arrestjng the

R

=

membersfox the Manchester Trades Conference. Graham bel]evea

twat thess trade delegates formed the link -between. the Trade.

s Unions and the Ehartists.lga By AuguSt,ffioting was ended.

\Thé Chaf%iéﬁs, by.aGOPxing strikes which they had not

é « - origjnat@a 1a1d themselves open to gredter susplclon and
'heavder punlshments. Sir Prederlck Pollock the Aiborney—
General, who had defended. rhe Newport rebels, now 1ndlcted
Teargus Q' Connor the Chartwst delegatee, the 1eaders of the

turn ‘cut mobs and some OF the trade dolega es as ‘general

v

———

3 ) )
‘ o 1"l‘k'F.Cj Mather, "The Government and the ClErtis ks, "
-, Chartist Studies, ed. Asa Briggs, London: MacMillan and
Co. Ltd., 1959, n. 3%9. L :
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conspirators 125

w

18@3, pdblAC opinion had swun in their favour,~énd they were

By the time they were brou ht to trial in

) treated with leniency. O'Connor was found guilty, but his
éonﬁicfion was overraled*on fechnical»gfoands, and he was
'free to establish h?s supremaoy over the Chartist movement.

L . | The Chartlst~Radlcals axd their supporters had to -
| »work to re- cast the parllamentary system from w1tn1n and
\fwere opposed by a group of pollthlans\@ho operate with
 fhe;r mlnds set 15—;\§601ety whlch‘was tradltlonally
btructured., The Chartlsbs hoped 10 get people of thelr own
@ersuésion into the House of Commbhg 40 preVent‘elaSS—biased:
‘:18glslau;;n from’ bewng passed but the class structure of |
;Parllament made it dlfflcult to achle;g\ The bias of the
men\who‘gpédéed théiCharﬁisfs~wés not_soie;y"the\produot\of

selfeinterest but was a»reflection'of Society's outlbok.

\Char ist obgeotlves came fdce to face w1th upper and mlddle

olass soclal assumpflons.
; 125
& B “Ibid., p. 391.
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Chapter L " f¥

THE ‘FINAL PEAK

.

The dlsorders whlch spread frOm the Potterleo in the

. summar of 18&2 were noth 1n1t1ated by the Chartists, but began

as strikes er higher wages and the,removal~of a Varlety o1
eodnpmicf&buses.‘ Donald Read éuo%es from the Nanchester
Times of Jui& 9, 1842 abdu;, "o the deep and ravagzng
distress fﬁatjpreVéilé .;J‘ At a protest meetlng on
Mottram Moor‘on August 7, the approx1mately ten thousand

present Dassed A resolutlon calllng for “,". . a fair day's

’ wage for a fair day s work . LT and tne adoption of the

Char%er,vaCCprding o the Manchester‘Guardiannz The strikes,

then spreadithroughoﬁ%ffhe Qéncashire cotton districfs.

By~mere coincidence a national Fhar%ist delega*e

meeting was held in Manchestex in the third week of August

The natlonal 1eaders urged the strlker +o stay out untll thek
Péople S‘Charter had become law.  Mobs of so called "turn-
outs" then touxed the Lancashlre mill. di trlots, pulling out

the boiler plugs to keep the mills closed. The Chartists did

) lDonald Read, "Chartlsm in Wanchebb@r,” Chartist
Studies, ed.. Asa Brlggs, .London: - MacMillan and Co. Lid.
1559, . 53. .

2;bid.

12z
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‘ . . 123
not originate these activities, bui théy were prepared 1o use
them to furthér their own ends.”

rrou Lanoashlre “the strikes C;OobEd the Penﬂlnes, but
in\Yorkshirs Chartism was not greatly concerped with wide
national issuesyand was main;y concerned with local indu%trial
conditions. ~Wﬁen unrest‘spréad.to Scotlaﬁd;~h6WQver, ralliés

of theﬂunémployed\demanded'immediate relief, and some resolved

. to continue str Klng until the Fharuer was a@fpted The

Scotthh movew nt wa.s characterlied by BN pursult oi 1ong—:

‘,g
Serm ewds by means of euucatlon and social reform.’

As the Government brought the outbreaks in the ih-

dustrizl North to an end b&jproé@pu%ing-bqth Chartists and

Trade Union leaders, disorders broke out in the agricultural -

\couﬁtiés of West Wales, yarticularly Carmarthenshirs and

Pgm rskes 1ire . The Rebecéa.Rioté, so ‘called because the

- - rioters dressed as women and worked under a leader called

Rebeccaq‘were mainly directed agaihst local grievances, such
as road tolls, high‘rents, tlthes :and heavy poor rates. In
England, hawever, Chartism began to. enter a perlod of decline

as there was a slow but gennral economic 1mprowement and

\Feargus‘O‘Connor becanme precccupied w1th_hls land scheme.

Someone had to revive an interest in the movement.

J1bid.
L

Alex Wilson, "Chartism in Glasgow,’ Chaftist Studies,
ed. Asa Briggs, London MacMillan and Co. Ltd., 1959, p.
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to 1nterwene on the prlsoners bahalf Thls was an 1ssue

‘ea311y roused 5

124

wWho else would do this but the 1ndefatlgablé Thcmqs
Silngsby Dunconbe . On Aucust B, 18L2 uhls Chart st Radical
Member for Plnsbury ralbed the question of the 1mpxlsonmen+
oi John Mascn, who had become & martyr‘to the Cnartlst’cause.
Thé people of Stafford and Sedgely bad ralsed money to
5upport Mason 3 famllv,~and those: of other men who had been
arrested at the same meetlng,‘ Dunconmbe baw thlS as proef

that the. people bel¢eved that ney had~been convrcted

-

unjustly, and felt thdt he was gustliled in abkang the - House .

-

Wthh bOUChEd on the rlghts and the llbertles of ‘the people

:If tbe Home Secretary s dlrectlves were followed they would

'nbt be legally able to meet to discuss their sufferings

\ B

Duncombe asked Graham to reconswder the case, and threatened

N that AT he reiubed then ‘he, Uuncombe, wou“ﬁ ask the House %o

present an addxess to the Queen asking her to give the men
an lmnedLate dlscharge Granam rerSed for Mason was no
crdinary WCrking man meeting w1th others to dlscuss hlS
grlevances, but a paid lecturer wha had deliberately gone

into an area where the peoplé were. unemployed and Could be

»

1

Eengamln Hawes, the Lambe*h Raledl M.P. ,‘hoped that

the people would not be aeterred from meeting to express their

opiniong because "the exercise of this right‘cohstituted one

) sﬁanSard Third Series, vol. 65, Thursday, August 4
1842 PP, 1055 1057,

.
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of the safeguards of the liverties of‘the'peopie‘" He also
‘Yuestioned the rwght of police constables £0 guago the
1egal¥+y of public Neetlrﬂé, and to 1nter4ere at such
meetlngg. H.G. Redhead Yorke,‘the Libveral M. DQ"fSrzYorké,-
falso challﬁnged the Home Secretary. He accused the uedgelv
_‘magistrates of offerlng Lo make a deal with the prvsoner%,
«who would recelve a light sentence 11 they pleaded Fuilty.
They both_enpouragea Dupcombg to persist with hlS motlon.é
Jdéeph Brotherton, the Radicél~w P. for Salford, a sﬁpportér“
~of free trade and a parllamentary spohesman for- the factory
\movement dlsagreed and asked Duncombe hot to press the

o

moth\\7 Duncombe, however, refused for he stlll bellewed .

§

‘; that Tae maglstrabes had acted "for party purpo " The

| House leldea - Ayes 30; Noes 53: Majority 23.
>1r James Graham, Peel s Home Seérétafy; and‘éﬁ
' efflclent adm;nlstrator gaAned a reputation for sevgrzty
durlng the Plug Plot dlSturbances by urging maglqtrates 1o
"act with vigoumsand w1thout parley," as stated in a Home ‘
Office d1wect1ve to the Huddersfield waglotrate éa%ad»a“f 1
‘w' - . Auguot 1? 1842 He alsc advocated the suppresslon of Targe
: public meetlngb in ﬂrother dvrectlve da+ed August 19, 18&2.9\
He was, however, willing to inguire into the reasons fﬁr tﬁé‘

distvrders, aithough he belisved that “the law and civii
: B - - R N

°Ibid., pp. 1057-1058.  ’Ibid., p. 1058,

Ty

®Ibid., pp. 1058-1060.

i ' “F.C. Mather, Public Order in ths Ave of the Chartlsts,
: ‘ ~ New York: Augustus M, Kelley, 1967, p. h}
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Ction - ahd by 1nqu1ring into f*auds practiced by wmasters.

“such a mode of obtalnlng 1nformatloﬂ

for
5
O

\rlvnts must be upheld by power,” as Mather quotes from C.S.
. Parker's blography of Graham 10 t would seem that the Home

' becretary was by no means 1nt1mlﬂated by the Radicals' attacks

uporr his policies in the Commons,k‘He did, however, Tfeel that

"Wdrking—oléss discontent wmight be‘mitigated Dy hremoving the

L tawes from essential foodstuffs, by footerlng public educa-

nll

Vather states that Graham wals "almost purltanlcal

Rl

" his scruples COncernlng the employmeht of secret agenL

Wnen he neard that spies had been employcd to att@nd ,hartjsf‘

meetlngs to obtaln 1nxormatton Jhe wrote to the Lrown prose—;

N P4 o -

cuter John Grevory;““l would no+ on any apbount sanction

M ] -
"t Some parliamen-

: _tarlano, however were not so sure about Gfaham's écruples,

. On August i2, 18&2 Puncombe asked how Graham had come to‘

know about a supposed Lhaz*lst meetlng at Brlaport ‘on July
Eljwhere,xallegedly, vaolent langqgge had been\used.
cho?ding~té"mather, bufeaucrétié‘linké with the pfovinées
had iéng been forged. The oldest of‘them was the link ’“ 
between the General Post Office in London and ‘provincial

post office whiph Cou;d‘and}did provide useful‘channéls of
informgﬁion.lB | '

. Graham had directéd Mr: Manners Sutton of the Home

0ffice to write to the mayor of Bridport to ask who was

01pia., p. b, ipbid., p. 202.

1via., p. 185. o
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- . . (
responsible for allowing a Chartist meeting to be held in

_the Town-hall under the sanction of the municipal’ authorities.

Duncombe read this letter, and the replyffrom the town clerk,

g -:z»-.‘ ;. ir %,vﬁw-,;“" e jv .4’, L ‘w';,' -

El-NichOieﬁis, in the Commons. The towh”clbrk‘stated that.

X .

e in- the mayox’5~absence7he had given permission for the

431 ’ : v ) . R o

B : " - . : .

Y meeting to be held. The application had come from a member
& of the town council who was also a respected Quaker, who had

. asked for the use of thé‘hall for the Rgﬁ. Spencer of*Hing?n‘
Charuerhouue Yo dellver a lectdre " The town -clerk stated

that he had attended the lecture hlmself as hadvmany other

w

respectable‘ townspeople, and had not been aware that it wab

.

Y a Chartlst meetlng, although he dld remember an alluslon to

gt ,the p01ntg @f the Charter He assured Graham that no one

= would be permltted %b uge the . hail whoqe opln ons mlgrt ‘ o ~{
S . T 1

IR

eXCJ§e the people or endanger the‘peape.
Dunbdmbé\félt fﬁét this was‘another e%amﬁle Qf the
’jGowernment S 1n01?natlon to interfere wzth the rights of
~publlc aascussaoh ahd he wished to_know who was tne 1nformer,;
" . . . the constltuted authoritlpb of the town, or one of
those wretches he Was sOIry to see employed = a- descrlptlon

? of spy, w1k and he WOVPd 1hat all corrcspondence on-the suo;ect

should be babled.' He continued to keep the Chartist cause ‘ ‘

before the Goverrunent, the parliamentarians and in the

‘public mind.

-
\ ‘ luﬂaﬁsard Third Series, .vol..65, Friday, August 12,
1842, p 1303 1308 s

»
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put dewn bubiic discussion.

-~

Graham was stung by Duncombe's insinugtions, and

©denied gironglv that the bovernment had used spleo. He

assured the House that his 1nformaﬁto had been regpectab?e
citizens;\and‘as it was his duty to maintain law and order

. Y . FN . .
he had made inguiries to ascertain 1f 1t were true that a

Chartist meeting had taken place and that violent language
. ' 15 . SO N o
~had besn used.‘§ Graham guoted a passage Irom Spencer's,

:speech in which he had accused the Government of preventing

jreg disCussioni Spenger‘was known té be a supporter of thé
CémpleteléuffrégétUnﬁon‘ He, like other mlddle quss\‘ P
dlssenters who dlsllked the rellblous and polltlcal es%ab— "’ﬁ
lishment on the one’ hand and feared” phy 1cal forcs Chartlsm
on The othez, was able to support a form of Chart sm whlch
had merged” w:Th free trade sympathles N

Graham made ‘it clear to the House that he would
uﬁport the local authoratleg, but would expect them to

co- operafe W¢th the GOVernmeni to malntaln 1aw and order,

“and thls»led to an exchange with Benjamin hawes; the Radlcél~

Membér for Lambeth, who accused the Home Secfetary‘of
atfempting 30 control the municipal‘aufhorities and to give
the pollce the right-to decide on ‘the legallty of publlc
meetlngg. Hawes ocorned Graham as a man who had once

boasted of his Whig principles, yet up@n becomlng a mlnister;
16 ‘

This was.not an unusual shift ,

as a. parliamentarian moved from opposition into government

570id., pp. 1308-1309. *Crvia., pp. 1311-1312.
e '\
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and became responsible for waintaining public order. Never-
theless, 1t stung Graham to guery the connecti?n between

Whig principles and Chartis ,‘qnd he Gbﬂ&@d :m),‘{K n ference

) wvth the right of the pe0ple to ppﬁzijnr Parliamant.

\JOSeph Hume commended Graham on his attitude towards -

_spaeo, but went on to question him about the reascns for Lnu'
‘unrest in the MaxcheaILI area, whlch he desc ribed as a stﬁie

“of civil wan. He asned for a copy of hg? correopordehce

between the HOMb Offlce ‘and the mwlltary commander in

N

Lancashlre He exprcssed his concern that Parl:am@nt qhou]d

be prorogued at a time when the countr

dangerous condition, nd? Slr Thomas- WI‘

s in "a most
., the Liberal

Member for the~city of»Worcester felt that it was dangerous‘

to adhere to the pranc1ple that any. meetvng wh1ch migh%

Jnflqme the publlc in tnmes of distrass should be conbldered
j11egal If such meetlngs could not be prevented then it -

{ .
seemed only sen31ble to h@%d them in munlolpal buildings
18

under the eye of the authorztles

The leeral M P. for Manchebter, Mark Phlllps,

iaSbured the House that the mun1c1pal authorltxps and bthe

mannfacturero in hls constltuenny would Co~ operate to maln—

tain law and order. However, he begged the Government to

give careful consideration to the evils in the manufacturing

a

districts which "threatened to disorganize society and to

Yrvia., pp. 1m2-1313. 8rmia., pp. 1314-1315.
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spread themselves wider and wider until they involved the

. . 1 R ,
whole country in one common ruin . . ,." 9 Certainly, the

manufacturers in Mark Philips' constituency, who would not
feel Kindly disposed towards ‘the Chartists, wbuld\nofé"%r‘

he was Kaeplng thelr Lniexests before the HOube, whareds the

Chart}éz‘Qadlcajs and their supporfers w;re bent on heeplng

the Chartist cause alive. Richard Cobden, the Liberal WM.P.

{for~Stbokport,‘also stressed the position of the manufacturers,

N

“who stood to have their property‘dé§troyad\in these disturb-

aﬁces " He Clalmed that ”Children had been‘insﬁrﬁctéd Yo

e

'dEStroy the plnnlng maohlnes w1th knitting’ ncedles, and a

v
b0x ‘of lucifers could destroy the groatest amotnt of manu-
20

facturlng capltal. ~In a soczeuv‘where property was of

such great 1moortance, and the commeroaql splrlt had betome
a prlmary interest, Statemnnts such as those Dy Cobden and
Philips would‘épbeal to Qonservatlves; WhlgsJ Repealers, and’

%he'manrity of the Liberals, while dealing a rebuff to the

' Chartist. Radlcals

Henxy Ward, the Sheffleld Chﬁrt¢st RadwcaL M.P.

"asked Peel to give the House some assurance‘that he would
- provide the people witlh a means of expression as a safety

valve at this difficult time. An assurance of this kind from

the Prime Minister would do more %o pacify the country than

any show of military'force.z% The Chartisi Radicals were

\getting worried, perhaps because O'Connor .seemed . to be

“91pia., p. 1315 Omia.c “lipia., p. 2316.
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— ‘ ‘ establishing hisg nold over t}e Cha ist movement énd:wh@
: could tell\what‘extremes he might exhort his followaws to .
-take. fven the Rad4cals feared violeﬁde Pesl applauded
‘ the forbearance of the WOrkers in d1ff10u1f times and \ .
casti ted those who by thelr 1nflammatory bpebches had ‘
w~{ . tried- to arouge~uhe people. he‘stressed that if given time,
the. fiqcal‘réfgrms he had initiated wouldfgfadually bfing"
i:agﬁﬁ about rellef 22, ‘At this pgint in-the\proéeedingﬁ,‘Parl;ament
was proroguedf~ Thus‘nothiﬁg came of Daﬁco%bé“s motion %o
. hévé‘thé'cbrre pondenoe between the Home Secretary and tne
T _Mavor oi Erldport tabWed 23, o

Rellef dld ‘not come qulckly, and on rebruary 2 1843

a-péssage in the‘Queen~s speech’ at‘the re-opening oi~Parlia?‘
ment noted trat R the public peace in some of the

;ma‘miacturlng dlbtrlctb was ser .LOLIbJ.y d_Lsturbed and 1,"18

- K . / . . . . e TP L
Tkt Lk 2 e i AL sl - for e S22 i e S 3 g ‘
[ 3rcd ",v:' 4 ,"‘ LAk VA % i1t TV Ko 1 i e St e i s i R S R L S P Z L
7 G RN B ik g T TR AT e TR mrET g
. . .
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ilves end properfy of Her Nagesty s Subgects ware endangered

; s o "by +umu1tuous assemblages and acﬁf of” open v1oleNCe n2h
\;\ ] P.u. Skinner Nlles, the- Protectlohlst M. P for Bristol,
E‘ R attrlouted these outbreaks to the widespread Spirlt of
T ‘ o agltat"on Whlch in turn enccuraged ‘the lower classes to
f "lend an ear to the suggeotlons of demagogueq who propound
wild and vzslonary.schemes.“z) His view oi the crowdé‘
action was that the‘people were bglng manlpulaued. This wag
221444, @p. 1316- 1318/ rvia.; p. 11318;
2#1@;*,, vol. 66 Thu sday, Febxuary 2, 18&3Tv£. 5.
* © P, pp. 71-73. ‘
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‘ ‘\-ﬁhe only way that, he could explain the:actioﬁ bf.the‘beople.'
and Fhis wab a. falr]y typlra¢ response from the. upper oWassesﬁ

o IT the people were actlng because of vdeas which they held ‘

. : themSE¢ves{ then they would be threatenlng to. thm est bllshed-
T order Polltlcal acthlty for people who nad no polltlcal

: rlghtu had to take tne form of crowd act1v1ty,k1nefiect1ve

though 1t often proVea S . - 2

Ir the course of thb same debato in repiy to a speech

" by Peel Lord John Russell clalmed that the workers wers

. QW turblng tne peace because they belleVed “that they were\

>

i underpald He accused the Char 1sts of taklng advantage of

cthoae pEOple

i " Strong 1ndu@ements were held out to Them to 301n
in the projects for the Charter, and for the sub-
oo - version of the Constitution, and that insidious
: o . attenpts we%g made for that .purpose by the most artful
oo . demavogues i

iLord John Russell poxnted out that 1n3ury to life and pro-
~f-?f k;“;perty in the dlsturbances haa been small and he aav1sed the‘
vPael mlnlstrj to 1nvest1gate the ca)sessof dlstress and not
,to threaten uhe people w1th repre331ve meagures 27
: LharTes Pelham Vllllers, Radlcal M.P. for W51Q0r~“
1hompton from 1836 untll hls death in- 1898 and a sc1on of an
r arlstooratlc famliy, felt that sufferlng amongst the workerv‘
Wa; 1nure931@g. He- could sée no sign of 1mprovement, and

?
ccused the Peel Mlnlstry of protectlng the‘upper and middle

N

g
k
.x“i\ ~
¥
N
a
N
§
3 i
R

qlaSsesqbﬁ% ndt the workingwélaSS.-‘Villiers was one of the

»201pia., p. 111, “7Ibia., p. 112.
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“Philosophic Radicals in PFarliament, and it was he who io*wea
the link betwéén the group-of barliamentary<advooatﬁs of %ﬁ

‘free trade and the grow:ng body of free trade - oplnaon in the

North of Trglqnd 28 Joseph hum@ another of ‘the PhllOSODh1C~ -
Radlcals. ?nd also Tle Chart st Radlgql M P for Montrobe,

agreed that. the 1abour of the poor, whlch was t%elr Dﬁly

: cap4ta1; 3hou1d be prpﬁected as-well as the cagltal\of “The

richf 'As another‘SUpportﬁf of free trade, he alsc took the
o?portunity to point out'Thé% free tradebwouidiloWef food

prjces fox the workers as well as pro 1d1ng hlgher profltb

for ihe 1ao%ory ‘owners. %9<‘ o o L /
R - . )

Nj*llam Busfeild Ferrand,’ the Conservatlve W.P. for °

VnareQborouvh who occaslonally voted With ‘the Young Eﬂglanders

\felt that the. nly way to. protect the pPoOr was’ to 1mnosg a

tax on machlnery, which was taklng away men s Jobs He

acked $he Antl Corn Law League and condemned all 1arge

30

Ferrana belohged to that group of Conservéﬁ

@

tlves who 1ooked back to fne tlme before 1ndustr¢a11zatlon

w1th -a hoqt 1g1a whlch was more romantlc than realmsﬁlc

Vllllers W&S defended by the leeral M. P. for Manchester,~

‘Thomag Mllner Glbson, Aﬂetner promlnent member of the Anti- |

Corn Law League ‘ He rem*nded the House of Chartist invasions ‘

ZOV H. Chgloner, "The Agitation Against the Corn La@s{"
Popular Movementsw#8. 1830-1850, ed. J.T. Ward, London:
MacMllilan and Co. Ltd., 1970, p. 41. ,

; 29Pansard Third Serles, &ol,.éé,‘Thursday, Febrﬁary
2, 18143 po. 137-149. S

30 ibid. pp. 149-151. o C L
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of League Meetings, and pointed out that manufacturers in
the North were maklng collections' to help the poor. 31
Later-ln February 8&3 Perwand asked the Home

Sncratary ESi +he Co«ernmen had launoxed an 1nquary 3nto the.

‘;‘recent wlolent outbreaﬁq 1n the mﬂrufactarlng dlbirlcts, and

if S0, wOuld the 1nformatlon be gaven “to the Qommope. Sir
James Graham sald that some offenders had already bBeen trie d‘
while others would soon be brought to trizl. 32

Graham had hoped to charge W¢1llam Fill aﬁd Feargus
O Conyor‘w1th high txeason for. thelr part in the Plug Plots,'
‘but: the Attbrney General Sir Frederlck Pollock 1ad a
dlffgrent_plan.ln mind. . He pmoseouted O Connqr ang_fift§a

@ightnNorthern~Chartisté and strike 1eader%‘toge%her for

“ééditiOUS cGnsg§racy; Wérd‘quétas'Pollock as "deciding to

. . try him in the .same indictment with the .
- worst of the defendants whe headed mobs, made seditious
speeches and stopped mills. and faotorles I shall blend

~ in-one ﬁccusatlon the head and the hands - the bludgeon
and the pen. 33

The tr&al opened at Lance&ter before Baron Rolfe on
March 1,,7843, and O~Connor defended hvmself © Sixteen men .

weré'ibund fullty ot u51ng threafehlhg 1anguage and 111*een

_others, 1nc1ud1ng o Connor _were found gulliv of - enoouraélng

‘a strlke; An eryror - in tbe 1nd1ctmert however led to ihe

Plipia., p. 1sy.

321pid., Monday, reerdry 20, 13&3 pp. Oh0-9u1,
_— 33J,T5‘War@, Charti§gw London: B.T. Batéfofd_Ltd.,
1973, p. 169. - . . ‘ ‘
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release of the prisdners,.and OfConno% wés free to go on with
his 1aﬁd scheme.,

~On &arck 13, omas Milner &]bson questloned the

Home Secretary about tnes& Chartlst trials beoause ne Telt

- that Feargus 0'Gonnor had used his cross-examination of James

Wilcox » 2 Witness for the proééc&tion, to a+LeWpt to ilmplicate
the Ahri~Cor¢ Law League'*n the dlsturbances which had taken
pléce. At Tirst, Gib%oﬂ implied- tkat there had been wrohgw
-dding on fhe\part qf'tﬁe‘ﬁome See;etary, The 1atterhhad been

subpoenaed by one of the defendénts,.bu% 0'Connor made it

known that if the prosééﬁtion iﬁtended £0 ééll Wilcox, it was

all rlght for the Home Secretary to return to London The;
Conserv ative Attorney—ngeral,had explgxne% thls.totthe;quge,

and had objectéd~to any'crOSS»examination~on O!Connor's part '
whlch could possi bly 1mpllcate persons not in court to defend

Pemselvés GleOﬂ accented Po1]ock & explanatlon and i
5"omas Duncombe rose to state that tne Attorney General!' s

conduct at the trials had been acceptable to all. BQ It ueemo

utrange that the Chartlst Radlcalé would so readlly aucepi

“.fPolloLb's expldnatlon, because it would appear that he

Aftorﬁéy»@eneral"had deliberately‘triéd‘to pin the responsi;
bility for the Plug Plot disturbances on the Chartists, the

Anti- Corn Law League and the trade unlons One is forced to

~wonder 11 there had been some "arrangement" made between the

Congervative Attorney Genera] and 0' Connor thd Lhe latter

MUansard, Third Series, vol. 67, Monday, March 13,
—18)4'39 pp. ?50”751‘"- . :
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‘would attempt o iﬁplicéte the Leégue in‘retﬁfn for the
exrror in the indictment which enébled 0'Connor to go free.

- This is, howe?er, only speculation. One would, however,_ha§e‘
expected the parliaméntarians\to press the Govegnmeﬁt,
‘especially the Liberals, .1f there was ény suggesﬁioniaf a‘

;Conservatlve Chart1st arrangement ‘ ‘

Durlng the perlod of Chartlst declane, few parlla—t
mentarians spoke “about tng movemgntm The ever-vigilant
Duncombe,, however, did his Eeét to find issues to raise. On

‘AuguSt Iy, 1843, he drew the attehtlor of- the Commons +0 al

. petition irom a group of. Chartists 1anull complalrlng about

the manner in whlch a publlc meetmng, held orn Aprll 13 +to

petition Parllament about Wllllam Jones, was bwoken up» n
Jones a bhartlst had been sentenced to txamsportatlon for .

sedltlon The petlfloners 1nsxst°d that the mee+1ng was

. - o . s BT (txtogirio " B y e dHERs,
et ./ Wty e I o) L0y fptozy s p ISR IR AR SO AN
Y ge e e 2 v 4 ! - Ra it i s 1 25 e = 4 Col r a4 4 ey hoafidll Cv9) o 4 - s v " e 8 A 2

_orderly snd peaceful that 1t did not obstruct the hlgbway
or terroraze the public, yet those vn attendance were attacked
by the p071ce ‘wWho w1elded staves, and 1ngured many . 35 It is
1nterest1hg o note that thlé\petltloﬂ was not presented by
elther of Hull's two Conservatlve M. P ‘ﬁ‘ Sir John Hammer

v and Sir Walter James The Home Secretary, however, aésured
the Hoube that he had 1nqu1red 1nto “the case,,and‘was satis-

Tied that the maglstrates had acted correctly 1n ordering the

meeting diaspersed only when darkness fell, although it had

o : ~ 351bid., vol. 71, Friday, August &, 1843, pp. 237-

s
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ac ially obstructed severai roadb }e‘denied that the police
had strack any blows or 1n3urea any people 30\

~ Thomas Glsborne, the Radlcal M., P for Nottingham,

00h31dered th?s ekplanatlon unsar}sfactory He stated. that

he.would support Dunnombe s moy 1on»ior a select committee to

1ook 1nto the matter because darkness was not a good reasocn
to dlsperse a meeblng, nox shou]d the poilce be the arblter“

of 1egalwty, ut wh en the lelsaon came, hes did not vote.

\Joseph hume also C*lthlzed Graham for making inrocads into

“the publwc s llber*les,~and made the’falr oomment that since

the worklng classes had to work during tbe dayi 1ght hOUIo,

'.they could only meet after dark.37 The debate graaually
"fazz]ed out as there were few Member s present and seemlngly

. thtle 1nterest 1n the subgect

when Parllﬂmpnt re- opened in 184& the Queen s speech .
3tated an. 1ncreased demand for _abour “and hoped that this

had relleved the distress of the working people .Bven Joseph

-Hume,.a Cnartlst Radlcal had to agree that. bhlngs were

38

improving. William Sharman Crawford Rochdale's Radical

M.P., and a staanch advocate of parllamentary reform, brought
fozward a motion +bat t%e House should inguire into the
peaple s_grlevances and dev1se measufes to redress their
complaiﬁts\ he poi nted out. that Parliament was the proper

organ of Commuxlaatlon between the people and the Crown but

becauée cf the l;mlteﬂ franchise, the people were not falrly

36
38

Ibid., p. 238. 27Ibid., pp. 239-240.
Ibid., vell 72, pp. 3-59. '
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reéresentéd.‘ They felt that thelr inmterssts were abused by

cldss legislation, and comp‘ained of the acou:ulation of

\3capital and propsrty in‘the nando of the few, wHile an‘unjUSt

- tax raised the pricé of food. When the House dlwlded on

o

Crawford’s amendment}he was. supported by orly twenty- nine

" Radicals, including all the Crartht Radlcals who ware

pfesentB (see appendlx E).

Thosp lSSUab which revolved around freo trqae, the

~

‘poor law and faotory reform d)vvaed +the Chartlstﬁ Many‘

upported “them, wh;le others feared %oo much government

t¢nuerference in people 5 llves Changeb in SOClal conditions -

were g01ng to require new prlncnples of 1eglslatlon It was

during this eripd that‘more M,P.'s becane interested in
. g v . . - -

¥

’social - issues, ‘and thé Radicals began to gain sdpport‘fcr

their demands for government intervention to“provide relief

'fdfjé stricken. bopﬁiace. It was dndoubtedly, as Lubenow

states so succ1nctly,‘a ma jor polltlcal questlon at a time

whew "+rad3tional lnthbhtans were belng undexmlned by the
\ forbes of chawge 1o deolde "wnat leltlcai formﬁ" should

. bear the legal responslbllaty for- absorblng the oonflzcts and

40

ten31onm produced by soqza* and.economlc change. '~ - mhe

paternalistic outlook of thosg'M:P.‘S~who oppbse&‘the growih

of state intervention‘idealized the past and‘admired its

gsocial arrangements with their ethic of 'moblesse oblige’

391pia., February 1, 1844, pp. 79-139.

i;’O‘.«fill:Lam C. Lubenow, 1he Politics of Government

Growth, Newton Abbot: David & CharleakLtd 1971, p. 180.

™
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‘2ll ‘state ¢nterventlon, ner one whloh Tavourea 1t ‘Hence we

vsetback for-the Chartlsts,‘fpr ane of thelr most valuable . P

o \ : . ; £ . : ; . \
k2 systgm of which Parliament was a prime element, and which

139 0

4

social subordination and deference. There was, however, no

A large body oi oplnlon in the’ House whlgn aogmatlcally oppcsed

.
e

~ o : ‘ us
see the "application of separate cures for separate problems,”‘

Lo

for a iong gerlod of time.
In May 18@4 the valldlty of petatl@ns to Parllawent f .

was 1mpugned '‘when Bazllae Cochrane the’ Alberai-Conservatlve

M.P. for Brzdportﬁ questaoned +he M. P. fof Roohda]e abé@t\ﬁgﬁa

"petition gupposedly from some Brxdport r581dents wﬁﬁch the

Jatter. had presented to the Commons . Crawford admlttea that

"he had been anable to dlSCoVez 1ts sourcc fhis was a real

tépis: the right to. petition Parliament, would lose its.

effiéacy if itSWere.pfoved*thét petitions were béiﬁg manu-

‘factured.gj However, it.1is doubtful haw valuable petltlons

*real;y;Wefe. The;"hartlsts 1n the countcy as a whole and. the - - ; .

Charﬁist Radicals in qul;amentl‘were ionqed to work within

=

wag an instrument of the upper and.middle classes. It was

theréfofe opposed to the ﬁeeds cf‘¥he working classes, and

- unllkely to act upon thelr petltlons However, De%itioning

Parllament dld keep the Chartls* cause from “being completely

1gnored by the parliamentarians.

41 L2

Ibid., p. 183. ~7“Ibid., p. 187.

“Yansard, Third Series, vol. 74, Morday, May 6,
1844, pp. 713-714. ‘
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Alfnouvh thu manufacturlng anu mining daairzrib were
“the main centers of dlsorder, the burning Of hayrwcks was a . Jfﬁ ;
constant remlnder that all was not well 1n rural hngland in
June 18&& Thomas Milner "Gibson, the L%beral M.P. ‘Tor Man—
‘wchester 'aéked the H5me Secrétary'ifiihe inceﬁdiarism takiné
place in Fast Angi1a ‘had recelved any serlous dttentlon from
the Government .. | Gibson was a Suffolk magistrate and had |
repzesente& Ipsw1ch as a Conservatlve from 183? to 1839 Nhen
he became a. leeral he was defeated by six votes, and success-
-fully sought ré-election in Manohester in 1841 .- Graham
. assured the House that he had been in touch wvth the Lords
"~Lleutenant ard the‘maglstrates of the three oountles and had;
‘concluded thaf the fires were the work of a few people moti- :
vated by personal grlevances, d that the peasantry as a

by -

whole was not 1nvolved and dld not countenanoe ‘the crimes.

On June 18, the Earl of utradbroke presented a
~ petltlon from the town of Stow to the Lords It stated that -
fires were being “set both ‘day and night, and asked the House
o appoint a‘commission‘of‘inquify info fhé causes. - The
_Barl felt that unemploymeht Was\the.pfimary cause, but that
‘the penaltles belng 1mposed were not harsh enough\fo act as
“a deterrent. Lord Denman dlsagreed with the btdtegght +that
incendiarism was a symptom of general dlscontent, but agreed

!

that the law needed %o be ciarified. Lord Wharcliffe, for

ua[bid., vol. 75, Wednesday, June 12, 18&4, Pp. 385-

.v . . 588

,.
'\



A i L T e

gt 453, 4

MY

P
23

K P

azr

Sy

thé"Govérnmeﬁt, éaid th%t he &ould mention the Lgrds')
suggesﬁjons to bhe Howe Sgeretary . k5 R k
Chartism had on the whole fdiled to Capture the

1nturest and support of the agchult¢ra' wormers, probably

‘because they were falrly 1solated and sti1l dependent uponv -

‘bhElr employers. As, Hugh Fearn states in hlb essay,

"”ha“tlsm 1n Suffolh "“because their\horlzon wa s 11mited

tney resorted tb 1ncendi°rism in "1844 when angered by

unemployment and the threat of the Poor de 'Bast¢l]e QGH‘

K

»ﬂHowever, there was a buggestlon in the Commons that,some of

the men 1nvolved were Chart:sts “The actlon of thege agrl—

cu]tural workers was spontaneous and sporadlc and when it

occurred 1t was dlrected agalnst a part1cular grlevance but‘

© not agalnst the system It was, hOWEVer easy for the
g parllamentarlans who were opposed to tne Chartlst movement to‘

blame every outbreak of vzolence upon the movement < even

thoqgh it was ‘a reaotlon to popular grlevances, "and dld not

caim at fundamental spcial’ chang

x'v'.

The next reference to Chartism came durlng a debate

hloh ‘concerned foreign rather than. domestlc affalrb on

July 2 1844, durlng a debata on the opening of aliens' mail,
and the effect that this would have on @rltaln 8 rglatlpné

with other countries, Thomas Duncombe pointed‘outwthat'this

4SIbid.,‘Tuésday. June 1844, pp. 1§§1~1G92.
uéHugh Fearn, "Chaf%ism in' Suffolk,” Chartist Studies,
ed. Asa Briggs, London: MacMillan & Co. Litd., 1959, p. 172.
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pfacticé %ad beeﬂ'cggfied out with the mail of certain ﬁfl tish
\subjects Tor at least two years. During the 1842 disturbances
he rlalwed to know of two pecple who had buun,sent from the
lsecret offlce of the General Post Office in London to the
,manufacturlng dlstrlcts, and who went from place to place
.openlng the mail 'of those- suspecbed of C&USlng the dlsturb; .
ances. The House showed Aa blngular‘lack bf @htgrest‘ih-
Duncombe S clammu, but was far more concerned with‘thé:ppen—

’ ing of the mail of allebs The Commons agreed. to'thé setting .
up of a Commlttee of Secrecy to 1nqu1re 1nto the detentlon )
and open1ng‘of mail at the Post Offlce,~and'the way authorlty

to do this had been exer01sed and by whom 1t had. been glven 7

When the' toplc was debated 1n the Lords on the follow1ng day,

Call comments were dlrected to the eifect that the openlng of

N

\a1¢ens mall would have upon iorelgn relatlons
N -
. AN

~ . Duncombe was ‘not “To be silenced, however and on.
July i‘~he reiterated his charge He olalmed that a‘roving

comm1331on had been sent down in 1842 to open 1etters thTOugh»

T et the manufacturlng districts. n8

Certalnly,*the Xink
between the General Post Office in London and the provinces
had been of 1ong standlng F.C. Mather quotes folclal
:Instructlon No 19 whlch requlred the 1oca1 postmabtexs "tc

transmlt ior the 1nformataon of the Post Master Ganeral an

acgount of\al the remarkable occurrences within their

s - "r\\\v
. : . 7}anoard Third Series, vol. 76, Tuesday, July 2,
: o ‘ 1844, pp. 212- 218. o . :

f | - ¥1via., p. 2013,
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districts.“ug William Moore, postmaster of ﬁuudersileld,‘

-senf ir&quaﬂt reports, and‘indeéd, was caught out in his

actlons, S0 that Rlchard Gastler 1blished @ plaoarﬁ in the

foxm of an open 1etter ‘o the Home @cretary in January 1838,“~

. which COﬂblUded w1th tne werds "y th:nk my Lord, it 1is

. hqrd7y falr $0 degrade the offlce of POot Master intoc that

C@ .

As well as the. Post Offlce, the 1nSpectorgte of

mi1lls and factorles 1nst1tuted ln 1833, was long suspected
iof belng used as an ageney for keeping tracx of “the worker
\ ‘actlv1t1es A -Select Committee had reporteﬁ RTE -the Commons
in ]8#0 that’ the Home Offlue ‘had used the 1nspeotors to, galn
_knowledge of the 19@@1 plans of the Qhartlsts, James Stuart,

\aan inSpector admitted to the‘committee thaf he had received

confldentlal 1nstructlons from Lbe Secretary of State, and = -

had in turn sent 1etters to varlous superlntendénts, asking

 them to report on the polltloal meeflngs oi the ‘workers. 51
Fielden’ embar”assed the government in 18%0 by readlng from

thls letter 52

The flrbt warrant agalnst the Charflsts was issued .

“by‘ﬁhe Home- Secretaxy on February 8, 1839, when he ordered

the opening of the mail of four delegates to the National

oy

“yather, p. 185. %vid., p. 186.

51 Leon Radzlnow1cz, A Hlstory of English Criminal Law
and its Administration from 1750,” vol. &, London: Stevens,

© 18L0, p. 21

‘ 5% Hansard; Third. Series, vol. 55, Wednesday, July 17,
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Convention. In August of the same year, It was decided 1o

intercapt and‘copy Frost's ma1¢.)3 It seems 1ron1¢, therh—
Iore, that exposure of this means of obtalnlng Jnformai
should come during a: debate on its use in the interests of

British diplomacy abroad, not on its use as a means of

preserving order at home. &t a time"when the iesponse to

Ch artlsm was dlstlnctlj apatnet1 Duncombe WaAS able to raise

a storm of 1nd1gnatnon in the country and in the house, as

well as seca:lng “the app01n+ment of secret commlttees oi both

Fouae¢ to 1wvest1gate the Home Secretaly powers.

Durlng the years when Chartlsm was weak and much

pre00cupwed w1th O Connor s land scheme llttlg wasg heard e

-of the movement in Parllament Temmers did flare in March
8&6 when Duncombe, who showed much coricern 1or the Chartlst
prisoners

made a motlon for an addrebs to the Queen, asklng

‘Ior mercy to be- ohown to the ]ead@rb of the Newport Rlslng

- He stated that he had FECelVLd petlthPS on the przaonerb

behalf from all parts of the country, 1nc1ud1ng one from

‘Aoergavamny, Wthh 1ncluded amongst its 633 51gndtureb those

of SlX oi the Jury whlch had trled these men.

“to convince the Cammons that‘Frost'$ orly obaeot in marchlng

v

to. Newporf was, to make a moral demons*watlon in IaVUUI of “the
™

1mprlsoned V;ncnqt not to raise a natxon—wxde rebellion.

Duncomba -then read at *sngth from pub¢1c lette"s

sent. by the leeral hlotorLan Tnomaa Babington Macaulay to

R" o : .
‘~>3Mather, pp. 220-223.

oy

Duncombe trled‘

LA N e e
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hls Edinbufgh constituents. Duncombe claimed they were
Jwritten to préjudice his motion. In one 1ettex,\Macaula&
aécused the'prisonéfs of raisiﬁg a rebellion"and"leading
"thousands of 1gnorant labouzlng men 1nto gullt and danuer
'He walned_thatimore 1nsurrectlons would fo¢low 1f “turbulent‘
~and desjgning.meﬁ dlSCOVbr that the peralty “for ralslng a
“civil war would be less than "the penalty of 1obb*ng a hen. ~
1"0(}513 " Nacauldy bellpved tThat hon«electora should be
1nterested 1n the - securlty oI property and the malntenanna
-of ldw and order . ) He remlnded the House that in the 18%&
Cnartlst petltlon they had avowed that thelr ob;eot wa's "the

e
*?destructlon of ail property “‘ One of Macauléy s 1etters B

concluded\w1th “the WOrds: "I refused them the franchlse as
1 would refuse B Taznor. ro a man who told me he wanted lt 1n

order to cut his thyoat

sv by ik i N R IR

ey bt

\ Duncombe clalmed that Macaulay had mlsunderotood the
o 184? petltlon and that the Chartists did not want th
;~destruct10n of 1ife or p”operty< He felt that he had some . ; ' \E_
supporf in tne Hoube for: hls motlon, and\gompared this ane
w1tn that of the Ganadlan rebels who had ‘been involved in a
rebelllion and yet had recelved an amnesty.ru Sir Jame§
~Grahamfégreéd‘thét'the working cl?sées félt strongly‘about

this issue, but the House should not interfere with the

‘Euﬂansard{ Third Series, vol. 8%, Tuesday, March 10, L
1846, pp. B67-800. . | L o o
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Sovefeign‘e prerogativeufendfin view of the serious nature
of theérising{ he could notéat present'recommend~c;emency,§5
’ ‘Macauiay‘then‘rose to reﬁly toDuncofnbe‘~ 'Pe fifsﬁ ‘
dedlt w1th the matter of the leuter irom whlch the Flnsbuzy
Qhartlst Radlcal had quoted at such length ‘They had he
l oald becn publlshed w1thout his- eonsent by those holdlng \
the same v;ews as Duncombe, whloh proved that he’ had no+ | ‘
) arranged to - publ}sk them to pre3ud¢ce the appeal for clemercy
Neverthe1ess, Macauiay clalmed~he=stlll be]leved that his
- lnterpretatlon of the 18#2 Chaxtlst petltlon was correct
iand that the Government s. role was to preserve llfe and
\‘property ' Parllament should nelther 1nterfere w1th the
“prerogatlve of the Crown nor should it set a precedent
;whlch mlght\mean that‘m P.'s wou}d be 1nundated w1th requebtb
from thelr oonstltuents They would be anx1ous to please

 ~these people and thls would keep them from deallng w1th more

;1t*pre55ing bus:mess.~ The 1mp11catlen here was that. the buslnees

< .

/.)»"
of the worklng cla@ses was not 1mportant
S - N -
I SRR Maeaulay went over the events of the. Newport Rlslng

\He belleved it was a crlme agalnst soolety and 1ts rlngleadere,
“who had' 1nduced "the unhappy multltude“ Yo follow them,

56 Thlb was a parllamentarian wha dld

"\’f‘ ‘f1“"‘ deserved no Sympathy
RS S NS : not recognlze the good gudgement of the ordlnary people,

but saw them as sheep belng led aetray by strong leaders

a . - . N ° v

) ?5ib1d., pp. 881-888. 55Tvid., pp. 888-395. -
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Thése meﬁ,~ﬁe suggaéted, may have‘been aiming'fo establish.a
new iorm of vovernment and to estab?zsh themselwe as rulers
Dlsraﬁll, t}e Conservative Wember for Shrewsbury,
reminded the House that he hnd been the only Tcry M.P. o
h support thls motl@n when 1t had been ‘before +he house five
_years ago, and had been defeated by only four Votes He

p01nted out that the perlod whan the Newpor+ Rising occuxred

R -~

Wa s one of great p011t¢cal exoltement The expectat~ons of
. E . .the" ordlﬁary people had been ralsed but’ not rea11zad Frosﬁ

v

Ny and the other rlngleadars had - exer01sed tremendous 1nfluence

‘j\gg fhe "organlzed masses of the people” and had teen dealt

- with leniently, yet he was prepared to vote 1n.the1r favour~"
agaln Dlsra911; llke Duncombe, compared the’ Newport Rlslng
to the Rebelllon in Canada, where some traltors were. punlshed

but chers rewarded Frost was transported and made a Slave,

'but Paplneau was made Speakex of the House of Assembly i If“

: the Housa belleved that it should support the mlnlqter who . ,

e

_aﬁv1sed the Crown then it must belleve ‘that thg mlnlster
‘poésessed the Gonfldence of the House. Dlsraell obv1ouqu
Eufelt that the p031t10n of the Peel mlnlstry was not becure
The Government could contlnue to punlsh the Newport rioters

. t" ~ .
- as an example to soczety, or lt could pardon them as an ~' s

b
R
1

13
¥
B

N
1

8

1enoouragement to the people +0 hope for mercy. 57 Robert
S _ ‘Blake contends that the 1848 Se851on of Pdrllament saw °

Disraeli T%é open rébellion‘agajnstaPeel," when he made a

A W A gy e

>71bid., pp. 896-901.
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series of‘bitﬁer attacks on his leader. The firét arose as
a result of the demana for a parllﬁmentavy inqN*ry‘into‘tF

- alleged openlng of a Radlual M.P. 'S 1eg;ers unuer a warlant«
~from the Home Offlce158} He ggaln accused tne Government of
‘ weakriess- in refusihg;clemehoy{ but Qangiing~ﬁhe hoﬁe of&
abhieving {% at a latef‘date .- -
The Honourable James. Alexander Stuaxt Wort’ey, a .
leeral CONSETV&the, was c]early 1ncenued by Dlsraell ‘s
attack on the~€ogservat1ve‘mlnlstry; ‘AS % supporter of‘law~
and ordef,;he‘adcused Diéréeii pf alléwing‘his personal con-
siderations to influsrice his decision. He felt that this

debate had‘only served to revive~the memory'of‘the:severity

- of the crime, and make it more dlfflcult to extend mercy

- In hlS oplnlon,‘the publlc would be Outraged 1f these men

. SN
W

%

Et.

N

kN

were pardoned, while chers, whose offences were less serious, -
'~remqinea in prison. He‘oompared Frost‘to a. notérious

murderer and regected Duncombe 8 asoertwon that thls rising

.

P A

.was no more than a moral demonstratlon in favour. of a Chartist .

5
oS3,

-prlsoner.“ He flrmly bélleved thatfﬁad\the attack on Newport
succeeded _there would have been risings iﬁ the N@rtﬁ. iHe.

- suspectpd that the outbreak Wthh foilowed 1n Sheffield was

- part of the same movement. The Prime Mlnlster and Home

' Secretary of the time had consldered *he case to be very

serlous .

¥

58 Rovert Blake, The Conservative Par@y.from Peel to
Ch urchlg "London: Eyre and Spottiswoode Ltd., 1970, p. 124,

2
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Certainl&, Leon Radiinowicz agrees-with‘Woyfley. In

his séhglérly Qork oﬁ.énélish~criminal law, he‘nétes that the
account of all the measures taken, against the agltatlons irom:
thp lpglnnlng of 1839 to the middle of 1840, publwshed by the

government at the request of Josepb Hunme, testlfles to the

o legality of" all crlmlnal proceedlngs and executive procegses

. He also notes that in 1840, of 300 Chartists brought to trial

for offences such as high treagson, sedition.and libel, well

‘over half were given sentences of six months or less, and--

that by’May\1841"iny 39 Chérfists'wefeXStiil in prison. ‘iHe

does not\believe that}bhérgesﬁbf~yictimizafion of Cﬁartist ‘
prisdnéré were borns Quf'by‘evidenée.5?
. There was, nevertheless, strong feeling in-thé country 

for Trost Wllllams and Jones as Henry Aglionby, Radlcal M.P.

for Cockermouth, ‘pointed out 60 Thomas’ Wakley, tbe Chartlst

D

Radloal M.P. for Flnsbuxy, said that the. petltloners were. notf

attemptlng to Justlfy the conduct of the Newport rebels The
latter dld howaver fee] that 1f they had been wealthy men

from a hlgher olass, they might have been treated dlfferertly.

The petltloners saw the system w1th1n whvch they 1live
‘being ons.d831gned by the upper olasses‘for.thglr own benefitQ
If the House continued to treat the petitions of the unrepre-

sented\people with ihdifference\aﬂd scofn, it\WOdld be

n

59Radzinachz; pp. 249-251. ®

R 60Hansard Third Series, vol. 84, Tuesday, Mafch 10,
18h6 p. 905. ~ .
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foliowing a dangerous course.él;"Tb shrug bff these people
and féfUSe to- take their ideas seriéqsly wés a 'sign of the
‘élitism of the pariiamentary system,. ‘
Lora Jehn Manneys,.the C0nsérv§tiVe M.P. for Newa;k—

" onfTrént and a Young‘Englanéer, was convihced that the House
should pay more atten%;on~to the "soclial and morél cqndition
'of_the people” and less to ”philosophical‘anﬁ'polixicai
‘notiéns.héz‘ It;would then‘be‘sure that the "gfeat institﬁtions”
‘woulé survivé Lord Manners expressed his revulsion agalnst
what B ake calls the "11bera1 utllltarlan spirit of the. time."

ﬂls was "the reaction of a defeated clasa +0o a sense of its

i own dexeat 63 »‘ L - s R ; .

Marn Phlllpb, the leeral M, P for Manchester,:é
city which had subm;%ted many petltlonS‘on behalf of the

NewporL rebels, explalned that he would oppose Duncombe ' s,

« .
s b, . e A T G AT o LS W N oF o
D Al st i a i i Al S R i TR £ 7E
N .

motion because he felt he- must vote aocordlng to his con-
§01encg, This did not,~how§ver, mezn that he treated the
\pétitipns of his constituents 1jgft1y.6% ‘He wasn't returned
_as-Manchester’é'M,P. in‘th§:1847 eléé}ion, sﬁ pgrhaps his
| éoﬁs%itgents ﬁﬁd‘ﬁot believe him.
iord John Rusueli remlnded the House that except-
. for the disagreement of ﬁhe Judges over a 1pga1 technicallty.

the Home Secretary, Lord Normanby, had seen no reason why the

S 62 . . - ;
Ibid., pp. 508-910. Iibid ., pp. 912-G13.

63? Biake, p. 171. .

H Hansard, Third Series, vol. 84, Tuesday, March 10,
: 18@6 p. G17. : S . ‘ '




151

A

' death peralty should not‘be imposed. It shou‘d be remembered
P {
that at a special Comm ”3on at Morunouth on Jdecember 10, 1839

a grand gurv had returned a true bill for hlgh tzeason %Qaihsf

-

s.rTOSL, Williams, Jones and eleven othe?s. On Decbmber 12,

1839 Fox Maule, the Treasury Solicitor, delivered %o each of
" the prisonsrs a copy of the indictment and a copy of the 1isi
of jurors returned by tﬁe she:iff,‘ On:Décembér 17, he

delivered to each of the defendants a 1ist of ‘the wiilnesses

65

]

to bhe exaaned at txe trlal - The law, however raquired

that when any person was 1ndacted for high treason,-a list
, 01 w1tnesues and jurors must be deliversd to the prlsoner
3 R . "at one ;and the same tlme" as ‘the COpy of the nulctmant,\
3 o l\ and thLS must oceur ten days before the trlal 66 |
% ">\ | . j \ The trial of Frost and eleven others for hagh treason

fook‘place at Monmouth on Deoember 31 1839, and the gury

E froh only thlrty rvnutes to find Frost gullty, 1thou°h~%hov‘

dad make a recommend tlon for mercy Jones and d1711am" were
a*so Vound guilty, five others changed their plea fron n(.
gu11ty to gullty ah the remainder were io;nd not. gullty
because there was a ‘doubt if they had acted voluntarlly.
They were all sentenced to death by,hanglng,'but~there was g

strong recqmmendaticn for mercy for all but the three 1eaders§6Y\

S 65"Réports of State Trials 1839-1843," vol. IV, <d.
g John E.P. Wallig, London: Her Majesty's Stationery Offics,
1892, pp. 85-98.

%qvia., p. 86, %7rvia., pp. 98-458.
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*.On January\é5, 1840, fifteen judges met at West-
minster %G hear Sir F. Pollock‘for Frost plead that it was
nbf sufficiéni to déliver fﬁe.list of witﬁesSes ten days
wefore the trial, but five days after the deiivery'§f %E;

copy‘of tﬁe indictment and the list of jurors. The judges

Al

 _agreed by a magorlty of hlne to 51x that this. was not A crood

dellvery in point of 1aw but they also agreed by the sawa

mqgollty, that the obaectlon to thig delivery was not taken

" in due time, and had this been done, there would have been a

- postponement of the trial. ‘BédauS¢5Qf this difference of

opinion the death sentence was changed to transportétioh for
life.68
‘Lord Francis Egérton,'thé~Canervative W.P. for South

Lancashire, felt strongly ﬁhat if the chernmeht had ‘caused

-an nnJUst sentence to be 1mposed Mf had-prévéhted the
_ grawt)ng of a pardon then the proper course would have been

’ to;pylng foxward,a motlon of no-confidence. Whlle the

confidence of\the Houée the prerogative

of mercy sho, 1d be left in the hands of the Queen's advisors.

~.Duncombe, ho ever. took the house to leiS&On wrefeuQOn

his motion was soundly defeated.

- 681p54q ., ?p..462—@79.‘

P
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Ayes 31; Noes 196: Vadorltv 16%.
Those who supported the'motibn WETE :

H.A. Aglionby {(Liberal - Cockermouth)

P. Ainsworth (Liberal - Bolton)

A. Bannerman {Liberal-Aberdeen) :
Hon. C. Barkeley (Liberal - Chelfenham}\

'M.J. Blake (Liberal - Galway) - N :
Dr. Bowring (Chartist Radical - Bolton) .
Hon..W.N.R. Colborne (Liberal - Rlbhmond) S

J. Collett (Liberal - Athlone)
\ W. Collins {(Liberal - Warwick) -
. ' ‘W.S. Crawford {(Liberal - ?oohaaLe) ) ) ,.‘ﬁ
o B. Disraeli (Conservative - Shrewsbury)
G. Duncan {Libéral - Dundee)
Adm. J. Dundas (Liberal - Greenwich)
‘W. Ellis {Liberal -~ Leicester)
B. Escott (Conservative - Winchester)
‘R. Etwall {Liberal - Andover) :
~ Sir de L. Bvans (Liberal - Westminster)
J. Fielden {Chartist Radlcal - Oldham
T. Gisborne (Liberal - Nottingham)
Sir B. Hall (Liberal - Marylebone)
J. Hume (Chartist Radical - Montrose )
v S - W. James (Liberal - GCumberland)
& T - A. McCarthy (Liberal - Cork)
cd . Pattlson (Liberal - London)
Capt. Pechell (Liberal - Braghton} ‘ o
prt J.H. Plumridge (LJoeral - Penryn and’ Falmouth),‘
J . P Somers (Diberal - Sligo) ‘ S
. Sir 6. Strickland. {Liveral - Preston)
E. Turner (Liberal - Truro) \
iW. Williams (Liberal - Coventry)
. Wyse. {Liberal - Waterford)

T@llers .
‘ LI
T,5. Duncombe {Chartlst Rad1(d1 - rlnsbury}
7. Wakley {Chartist Radical - Flnsbury)

o ) 69Hansard Thlrd Serles, Vol "84, Tuesday, March 10,
o S 1846, pp. 919- 921 - ‘
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. ; »
Disraeli here is showing his willingness to stand
.against uhe magorlty ol the Conservthve Party. It is‘léss
- gasy to e\plalh tne deczslon of Eocott who had in\cther
* debates supported the Peel Mlnlstry. These two'Consérvatives}
mus% have had strong fegli;;;\about the treatment of political
priéongrs. o o . - :‘ -
Little more. was heard of thé Chartists *quariiament

C.in 1846, In ME&Ll Duncombe moved an awendment to the Act

‘L%} }\ N Ielatlng to co*reoponulng SOClEulGS, and “the licensing of
“:s L lectu*e halls “As the 1aw SuOOd anyone leoturlng in a room
'>§; .not llcenoed ahnually by magistrates and taklng admlsslon
‘§i' ;’ money-was liavle to a f~£20 fme.7b The role of the Chartist
‘fgg - ]eéturers was 6f priﬁafy importance to théﬁmovement for they
ik ;\' xprobably made a grea+er conthlbutloh to the cause than the
Y; }\t;‘ tracts and conventlons As Jones otétes so clearly,‘"The‘
> %' S ) frenzled orator became the a*chetypal Chartist figure .1

- They could not afford to have the law Used against them, ahd~
g o | ih‘1845 information had-been 1aid'agaiﬁ§t a Hﬁli bookseller,
| | who wés convicted aﬁdifined.72 The Attorney Cénéral agreed
not to oppose the introduction of éuéh a bill. _
n’ Aprll too Caleb Powell, . the Liberal M.P. for - -

R Limerick, drew the attent10n{of thg Home\Secrgfary to an

: ?OHansard, Third Series, vol. 85, Thursd§§i April 2,
1846, pp. LBB-LEG. *

‘\\ : ?1David Jones, Chartlsm and the Chartists, London
Penguin Books gtd N 19?5, D. 103 '

7 Hansard p. BEY .
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aceount in a Sb f?leld wewswaper which clqamed that "another

cowardTy atiempt to intimidate and alarm respectabJ manu-
ture*s of tbls town has taken place "?3 The Irish M.P.
waS\uslng dlsturbances in the North of England Yo attack the

Iriéh~09¢rcion Bill. Noné of the Trish M.P.'s ‘showed any\‘

\‘*intefést;inﬁthe éffaiés‘of\the-mainland{‘ Their,attention‘was

focused 'solely on Ireland * John Parker, the~Liberé1 M.P.

otated that both he and’ Henry Ward, the cu*le“y town S othcr

‘representatlve, had- correbpondea with rhe Home Offlce, and

‘had been’ assurea~that_everyth1ng p0331b1e wou‘d be~done to

put a7stop‘to'such outbreaks - He’ assured the House that the

people of Sheffleld were anxaous for an example to be mdde

of the of enders, because attacks on the property of manu-‘~

factursrs affected the stablllty and prosperlty of the town ER

?Q

In May, durlng a debate on Lord Ashley s Ten Hours

N Blll Lord John Manners read an 1nterest1ng quotation’ from

arlyle,~whach‘he underatood $o0 be a cqy-for a paternalistic

- form Qf‘governmeht} but which seems to me to be a cry‘for a;

radical'reFSrm of the political systen, whlcn would bri ing
aoout the polltlclzatlon of the worklng c]asses He quoted
as follﬁws:

The working classes cannot any longer gb‘on
without government - without being actually guided

71vid., Monday, April 27, 1846, pp. 1081-1082

Ibid.; p. 1083.
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and governed. Brgland cannot subsist in peace Lill,
by scme means or other, guidance and government for
them is found.
Lord John then went on to say:

I acceﬁt this Bill as an earnest of go$g, paternal,
wafrlarchal government for the future :

- The leeral Member for Tav1s*00k John Salasbury

. Trelawny, also felt thdt the working .classes. dld not know\_

what was best'for\themj At this time they-ware-demanalng

shortér working hours, whereas onca_%hey\had\asked for

universal suffrégé as ihe panacea for all their ilis.
‘Millions had petitioned for the adoption of the Charter

* without fofseeing what might be the wltimate consequences if

the Charter became law, just as now they'éouid‘noﬁ see the -

future consequenoes of thﬁ Ten Hours Blll.?7 Such comments

were typlcal oi‘the elltlsm shown in this Parliamént, which
\\was a tremendous 1mped1ment 1o the Fhart1st cause. Thére
«was a tanglble distaste for ordinary people and Por popular‘
. culture, which erected a. barrier to Chartlst a1m3x One can

’ see . from: comments such as thls that the majority of the

Commons was not sympathntlc to the feellngs of the ordlhary
people, and was not prepared to respond t o them Thare was
11ttle 1nteract10n between Parllament and the p@ople, Parllu
ment was always\yeaﬁy‘to be critical but not sympathetlc.
Apart from thesChartist Radicéls,fthe Chartists were without

spokesmen in the House of Commons, and in the Lords there

?SHansard Third Serl&s, vol. 86, Wedneoday, May 13,

"“18u6 p. 50k

76

Ivid.  /’1Ibid.
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'wé§ only thé gccentric Brougham Who~was prepared to plead
- their cause. Cénsequegtly, they had 1little hope of -success.
| Qn June 25, 18&6 the Government was défeated on tﬁé
second reading 6f tﬁe Protection of Life (Ireiand)‘ﬁiii, wnd
on June 29, Peéi'siministry-resigned. A»Whig;ﬁinistry‘under
:Loré John Russell took. over, w1th Sir George Grey as Home
Sécfefary~ PaVllament was pro*ogued in August and did not -
‘meet aga¢n antll danuary 19, 184? The new Secretary pf *
;stats was a good admlnlstratof,:and acCordiﬁg-to his. bio-
gfapher, Mande17 Crelghton ho ahared wlth hig Prime Mlh ster
" confidence in the "good seﬁ%e of the worklng Classes\”?B

In July, 18&? Parllament was. dlssolved a genera&

,elaction took place, and_Feargqs 0! Connor was elected as the'
Chértist\Member for the\borough'of Nottingham. In the 1851

‘Gﬁﬂbus it was'recofded ' thls borough had & populatlon Qf -

o Rk § AT, S ﬂ;(’_;,;.-’,a G R e g
P o B L AR PR

Tet 3,

5? @07 and a registered e]ecto -tg of %,260. O-Connor polledi '

2)7 VOtes, ‘and John Walter Jr . \as’rgiurned‘as thé*Coh-
oervatlve M.P. for the borough The 1atter\§olled 1 683;79“
he Was . the son of John Walter, who had received Cnartlst
bacx}ng whgn he won Nottlngham in the by-election of‘Aprll

1841, and who had Consequenilylbeen*unseated for bribery in

‘ April 18b3.“Walter, Senior, had died just prior to the 1847

qBMandell Creighton, Memoir éf Sir George Grey,-
preface by Sir Edward Grey, Landon, New York: Longman,
Green & Co., 1901, p. 47.

9Charles R. . Dod, Electoral PFacts 1832 1833
N Imparglally Stated, Br:ghton Harvester Press, 1972,
i ‘ P 23 o : : " ‘
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eluct on, and his sob\took over as preprietor of"igg_ﬁiggg
and candidate Tor hott ngham 80

‘ The Whigs remaingd in ﬁOWning'Street with Lordithn
Russell as Prime Mihisfer\éﬁé‘Sir George Grey at the Home
Office. . This was a;good éo@g;nation,to deal with the
Fhar"ist diéturbances‘wﬁich‘wgré‘to éoﬁe in ‘8&8 Russell

‘was a tolerant man, and Grey Q good adm]nistrator who be- -
lieved th at the work’mg c’asses had good common uense

: Of Lne orlgln&l gvoup ofwﬂn Itlbt Rddlcaib At+wood
did . ‘not Tun in the general electlon as he had acceﬁted fhp

Chiltern Hundreds in Jdanuary ]8+O .and had been replaced by

G.F. Muntsz. Leader did not run,«and Hune otlll reprcsented

- Montrose but was. not named as a Chartist supperter. ~it

‘;g‘ i would appear there?ore thai tne Chartist Radical Strenﬂth 1@

the House of Commons was. 1ncreased to e]eVen :b
‘ The Natlonal Reglstratlon and Centra] Fiecblon

Committee of the Chartist movement zesolved at a meetkng

held in Soho on July 30 1847

e

. that the following gentlemen, having plisdged
themselves %o ‘the principles of the People's Charter,
pur friends in the several cities and boroughs for which.

; ‘ they are cand¢dates, are requested to. glve them an
oo T earnest and cordial support: -

Finsbury -~ "T.5. Duncombe,¥* T deley
Oidham - J. Flelden, Hal]lday
Rochdale - W.S. Crawford¥

Coventry - W, Williams

Nottingham - . O0'Connor*
. Blackburn - W.P. Roberts

Marylebone - D.W. Harvey

Tower Hamlets

George Thompson¥*+

Soward, p. 160.
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Halifax - E.. Jones, E. Miall
Derby " - Philip MeGrath
Bradford - Colonel Thompscn®
Leeds . = Joseph Sturge
Sheffield - Thomas Clark
Tiverton - G. Julian Harney
- Ipswich - Henry Vincent
Worcestér - J. Hardy
Norwich - W. Simpson
Bolton - Dr.o Bowr1n§ .
_ Birmingham - G.F. Muntz™, W. Scholefwgld* and

Jonn W1L11ams*+ [ran for Macclesfleld]
Ten of +he men nﬂmed on thls 1ist as Chartist
upporiexs took thelr oeats wher Parilament met on Noveémber

2}, 18@?, ‘Eight of them had run under the name of leeral

: and only ¢ Connor and John Wllllams ‘had stood as anrtlsts,

and were 1lsted as such in Dod's nlectoral Facts

Macclesfleld - a Cheshlre town, which was a centre of

the silk 1ndugtry, had shown signs of increasing Chartist

‘bympathles At an~Ant1—qun Law meeting‘there‘inljune 18ﬁ1J'

John Weot, a Chartlst spoke at Eength on the dangerous

effects‘of free trade, and"a reSOLUtloﬂ in favour of free

82~

trade’was defeated When Duncombe piesented the Natwonal

Petltlon in 1842, he named Macclesfleld as one of the areas

‘ wnlch had contrlbuted more than lO 000 slgnatures 83 In the

184? election the results were as fOllQWS:—‘

T ‘
iF]lected. +Newcomers.

;BlNortherh Star, - 24 July 1847 . .
- 82Lucy Brown, "TheYChartiéts and thé Anti-Cormn Law ‘
League," Chartist Studies, ed. Asa Briggs, Londony MacMillan

- and .Co. Ltd., 1959, p. 362.

B%Eam p. 52.
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John Brocklehurst {Lib.). 598 “
I John Williams (Chartist) — 500g,
© - . 7. -Thomas Crlmsdltch (00ns ) Q28 o
B ;;Tbe others who ran under .ine. Cnartlsf banner met with
iSQarylng suocess ‘In Blackburn . P Roberts polled 509 votes,
i:: only ?1 fewer Thab W Eccles, who was- returned as one of the
‘ two Lloenal members 5 In Derby two leerals were eleobpd
and Phlllp McGrath the Chartlst candldate, re051ved 216

' votes out of 2 ?48 cast 86

Ernebt C. Jones who ran for
Hallfax recelved only 3? VOtes, ‘nd two leeral M P s were

- elected 87 In Ipsw1ch a . Protectlonlst ahd a. leeral were“
‘elected and Henry Vlncent Lhe uh§rtlst candldate,‘polled>

5&6 out of 2 7ua votes cast 88‘

In Marylebone the Chartlst
bcandldate Robert Owen, polled only one vote 89 In North»'l
. : ampton Dr Epps cam 2t the bottom of the poll w1th 140 voges
| A Char*lst Peter McDouall had rum in thls shoe manafacturlng"
| town in the 18@1 generai electlon and he too had come at the
bottom of the poll w1th 176 votes. In the 3852 general \
‘ electlon the Chartlst candldate agaln came battom of the:
kf‘poll w1th st111 fewef‘votes, only 106 90 In Sheffleld
Thomas Clark polled 326 votes, and came ¢ar behlnd the two

{ :fﬂ leerals who were returned 91 In Stockport John West p0¢1ed

1Q‘Votes;?2 and in Tlverton George Harney dld 40% get a sxngle&

814

Lo 0 e, p.*zol,“ 851b§a:,_p: g7, ‘861bia;, p. 81. -
Voo B idp 136 ®Bmaa, pooa1ss. %rbias, p. 209,
S e 0T 90mpsal,p. 230 Pruial, p. 281, %PIvia.; p. 296.
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Vote.93 The electlon results did not reflect any great

4
Chgrtlst revzval ﬂowever w1th the verbose O'Connor 1n the
Commons more ‘was .Sure to be heard of the Chartist Cduse in
the bomang b&SSlOﬂ

: Wnen Parlldment re- assemblud 1n November 1845, i+t was
-poted 1n the speech from ihe Throne ihat in bplte of a good

> harvest there was stlll d;stress\ln the country, e¢1801a11y
=1n the manufacturlng towns, as economic tlmos were: poor and

94

trade and commerce in a slump. This was an ¢ndicat¢on that

Chartlsm couid oncevﬁore prdvidé'a vehiCJE\for the expression.
iof the pent ~up rlevances of those 1n.dlstress.; It 18. ‘
.ilnterestlng to’ note, however, that O Copnor 'S, malden speech I
" dealt with the condition of - Ireland not England. He =poke
;agalnst absentee 1andlords and the Irlsh Coer01on Biil. 95
o As. the depr9331on coqtlnued through the w;zter of
\'~_‘18Q7~h8 the 1nterest 1n Chartism grew onCe more . Anot'her~
é,‘ : petltlon was prepared anoiher conventlon elected to meet in
“London 1n Aprll 1848 erowds turned out to 1ectures on <
0'Connor’ s Land Company, and Chartlsts contlnued “to make
» contact w1th Trish agltators
'Connor had long exto]led tha V1rtues of 1ife on the

land. and the econom;c p0551b111t1es of smallholdlngs The =

Nat;onal band Company was set up in December 1846, but was

931034, p. 315,

Y

94Hansard Third Serles, vol 95, Tuesday, Novamber
23 1847, pp. 12~ 1& "

951bia.; p. 141.
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~“only\pi‘o'\ris‘onallyregistered 0" Connor fouhd'that r“giqtraa

tlon under th Jo*nt Stock Comoanles Act was very exnensmvc )
; b} s
and $herefore trlcd to get the benpflts of the frlbndly

\ :

Sociat‘es Acts for hvs company 96 Petitions were prese ted

[

;~‘ to tn@‘Commons Jn February’ aﬂd March and on March 16 IB&S
o Connor trled o brlng in a b111 To amend the Frlendly
~5001etles Agt He hoped to brlng within the scooe of the
Act soc1etveo formed to purchase land and to erect on it
”awelilngs tO;be‘allotted o members of the Soclety, to?ether
‘ . with certaln portlons of suoh 1and for agrlcultural pu£~ )

-3 . poses. .;.\l" for he belleVed this would rescus the savings

Co of the poar from "the g¢n palace and the beer shop. nI7
SRS

» Sir George Grey, the Home Secretary, howeVex,‘“tétéd o
l categorlgally that he considered the Land Plaa to be a

lottery, and 1f 0 Connor was asklng the Governmcnt To

legallze lottelles he would. oppose the measure. 98 The bil]

was never vlven a second‘readlng, and 1nstead, at the end of }}
May, the House app01nted a Select Commlttee, which eventually

declared the companyyto be gllegal,‘and on July 30, the o {-

-

R >
sl.
¥
o

Committes repbrfed‘that régistration*Waé impossible'
‘ Excitement for‘t?e Charter was once again in the

‘é . - air, hOWever,\and whﬁn tné forty- nine delegates from

N

/" -“
96Joy MacAskill, "The Chartist Land Plan," Chartist
Studleo, ed. Asa Briggs, London: -MacMillan and Co. Ltd.
1959, pp. 309 311 [see’appendix D]

97Ha sard, Third :Series, vol. 97, Thursda | v
. , y, March 16, s .
1848, pp. 692- 59? \ -

iy
r’«?;}-,!\a

PBryia., p. 698,
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thirt&—éix‘fowhs met at the Convention in London, many of the
.delegates gave reports of growing‘teﬁsions,‘a*d some advbcafed
physicél force.. Tne Goverrment began to- be serlousiy con-
cerned when they &0% word that a monster meeting was being

planned ‘for Aprll 10.

] Y N
on April 6, Sir John Benn Walsh ‘the Protect:onlst'
Member for Roﬂnorshlre, asked the Home oecretazy wha't

1nformatzon he had recelved about the proposed Charolst

meetlng to be held on Kennjngton Common on Aprll 10, and Whét

‘ measures the‘Government was:prepargd-to take to‘preyent the

Houéé“"from beinglove¥QWEd3by any meeting calculated to .
1nt1m1date"‘1t 99 Gzem, 1n reply, showed the House- a notloe

1nform¢ng the" people pf the~com=ng demon*tratlon and tejlhng

tbose yh@ washed to take part “to assemble on the»common and

‘prescrlblng a route by wnlch the marchers shoula proceed to
‘ the Houge to prPsent the Vatlonal Petltlon. _The Government

‘~had dlrected a notice to be issued, de0¢arlng buch a process-

3on to be illegal and warning all "loyal and peaceable""

subJects e abstann from taklng part 100 ~“ . ;n

O "Connox- rose to express his surprlbe that such a

‘procass1on should be declaxod 111ega1 and reminded the HOuSG

of earlier marches which: had been allowed ?he ‘paople in-

© -~ “yolved had pledged to keep the peace\@nd to take into custody

»

ényone whé violated‘property rights. He believed that the

99Hansard Third Series, \vol 9?, Thursday, April 6,

S 1848 p. 1353,

L00rpia, p. 1354,
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Home Sec ar3 should reconsider his decision, and the people

should bé al;owed‘todpresehﬁ\their petitioh‘lOl Joseph Hume, .

. the Charti&% Radioal‘Mohtrosé'M.Pl, .felt that 1t might be{

danoerous to inferfere with bhe Procession, and that no

‘mabter how many. people partl01pated he d?d net" thlnk it was

- 171ega1 80 long as. 1% was peaceable and qumet He too

' adv1sed the Government to resc1nd ¢ts declslonlog - to no avail.

0" Connor‘was again on his ieeb, asking Tor a pardon
for the Newport rloters and other polltloal prlsoners In
hls speech he remlnded the House that a smmllar motlon had

been defea*ed on May 25, 1841 only by the - cas@nxg vote of .

~‘tne Speaker. He glso 1mp11ed that Government sples had been‘

employed in Lancaster and York in -an attempt bo.entrap

k.Chartlsts At Chartisgt meetings a man’"havxngAa glazed hat"

had,dlsplayed placards inciting thelpeople to revolt and to.

' assist the. Newport men. ‘He‘iaboured to keep the attention of

Athe5House from the inflamma%ory sbeéches of some.of the
Convention delegates,‘and reports of an Irlsh consplracy
O Connor begged the Government to make a conce531on to public

opinion, but he Tuined the good effect of his speeoh by

‘casting a s1ur‘dn‘Lord John RusSéll, who was not in the House

to defend himself. O'Connor implied “that Lord John was
oppdsed“to a pardon because he bore a éfudge agéinst Frost,
who, it had been rumoured, was planhing'to run against him-

in the iBB? election in Stxaud 103 «Fhe Home Secretary

e TG sy o

Y0lpia., pp. 1354-1355.  1%Ipia., p. 1355,

1031034, pp. 1369-1373.
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. pointed out that the 1841 meoiion vonld not have appliad o

- Frost, Williams and Jones who had been transported, and that

motion similar to the presert one had been defeated“by‘196

{n

votes in 1846, uley also rld&culed the idea that tne Prlme
‘-Minlster ‘had acted agalnst Fro t becaube of a JEQlOUb fear'
tha* he - might bnat hlm 1n an electlon *Ou
Charles Morgah, the Protect1on1at M.P. for Moxmouth—
;snlre, made two p01hts avawnst he motlon * If the pxlsone?s
had only planned to perbudde the maglstrates to- relax the
severity of the treatment belng meted out to Vlnoent in
fonmouth Gaol, why had they marched on Newporb at 2 :00 A. M

A . in the campany of armed men on. a w11d and stormy night? o}

Seeonﬂ}y, 1f.ihere had bqen'a government spy sent to Newport

to incite the people to violence, ther why had this not béen -
brought up 1n favour of the prlsoners at thelr trlal 105
Joseph Fume cons;dered that the men had been 111egally

- éonvioted and~sentenoed 'and _were oW 1llega11y detalﬁed He

R i s R I R TR BN R VR T
N . s L \’ . et Pl ‘ b N

\Sfdted that England and Ru331a stood alone in w1thhold1ng an

. - amnesty from polltlcal prisoners 106

Henry Aglionby felt
that O Connor s motlon was 100 vague,l 7 and TnomaQ Wakley

? . l polnted out that if these ‘men had succeeded they would have

‘ o ' been heroes, not crlmlnals  The worklng classes felt btrengly

~that the Newport Rebela had been 1llegally conv1cted and

alter the way these unreprpsented 01tlzens had persevaed in
. e

Ibid., pp. 1375-1380. 105151&., p. 1381. LR
Ibid. %714, S | S ?i
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Waklng their w1shes _known, the:HOUSé should treat their

petltlon with due respect. 108

)

Lt Colonel T.P. Thompson the leeral Vember for

Bradford, %upported the motlon for 1en1ency, for he felt that\

the Governnent WOuld be strengthened by such a.move. 109 T%e

S

Radieél Rochdale M;P.,'Wllllam_bharmah, agreed‘thab it was‘

%ﬁekdegp desifg Of the workers to‘see Froét“Williéms‘and
‘ ‘110

Jones pardonéd and John Bowring, the Chalmlst nadlcal

‘ Member for Bolton, also- Sald that he would support the motwor ‘

Iﬂ accordance w1th the w1shes of such large numbers of

~cltlzen :111

It is 1nterest1ng to. note that Joseph Hume, although
not named by the Ghartlst electlon commlttee as a supporter
.of the wovement st117 contlnued to give. the movement hls
i support in’ Parllament (see p 214) . Indeed, hq~suppdrted
the.Chartlst cause W1th his the not just'his«wofds; in three
divi§§ons‘wh@éh»CBHQerﬁed Chartism, and which ha&e Beén
mentioned iﬁ‘thisfohapter.'x ‘ ‘ .
| The Solicitor Gereral, Sir David Dundee, held that -
this was no time to\relax %he"penalties for‘r@opie\conQicteé

of high\treason.llz

Rlchard Gardner the leeral Nember for.
Le’cegter, dlsagreed esp@c1a11y 51nce thls motvon was

' supporued by large numbers of the unrepresented 33 When

1081y44., pp. 1381-1382, 2997pia., pp. 1382-1383.

111

Ibid., p. 1383. Ibid.

112

Ibid., po. 1384-1390. l1bia., p. 1390.

o .»-i--i«-wmwm.\,j«.: LS TN e AN R RS s e MR admaade paeyries s e e . - TR T T

.
N
3
¥




167

the House divided, however, only twenty-three %.P.'s supported
. ,,/“‘I N

0'Connor's motion, and it was defeated by sixty-eight votes:
Aves 23;‘Noas 91: ‘M@jority 68. Those who supporied 0’ Connor
were :- )

L ' H.A. Agl]onby (leeral - Cockermouth)
. ‘ R.J. Blewitt (Liberal - Monmouth) -
‘ Dr. Bowring (Chartist Radical - Eolton)
& L J. Clay (DLiberal - Kingston upon hulj)
‘ - ’ W. Cellins (Liberal - Warwick)
WS, Crawford (Liberal - Roohaale)
. W. Ewart (Liberal - Dumfries)’
" W.J. Pox {Liberal -~ Oldham) : -
. R. Gardner (Liberal - Leicester) -] R o
Sir B. Hall (Liberal - Maryleborie) ‘
C. Hindley (Liberal - Asliton under Lyne)
J. Hume (Chartist: Radlcal - Montrose) .. i
T. Meagher {(Liberal - Waterford)
' Capt. Pechell {Liberal - Brighton)
o .. J. Pilkington (Liberal - Blackburn)
‘ Col. H. Salwey {(Liberal - Ludlow) -
W. Scholefdield (Chartist Radical - Blrmlngham)
Lord, D. Stuart: (Liberal -~ .Marylébone)
Col..T.P. Thompson {Fiberal - Bradford§
G. Thompson (Liberal!- Tower Hamlets)
E. Turner (DLiberal - fruro)
Sir. J. Walmsley (Liberal - Lelcester)
J. Wllllams (Chartlst - Macclesfield) -

3
A
W
25
ey
oY
o
N
N
I
R
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» ot
-
3 .

Eellers. : S s

F.- 0'Connor {Chartist v Nottingham) 11& »
T. Wakley (Chartlst ‘Radical - Flnsbury)

It is 1nteresJ1ng to note that in the thrée division f
1lsts glven ih thls Lhapter, Wakley Hume and Bcwring,. ‘
designated by me as.Ghartlbt Radxcgls, cast a_vofé in all
. ; - . three. Fielden and D&noombe voted in two and Sbhblefieid
‘ and Ward‘iﬂ one., Attwood and Leader Were, of course, no _
longer in Parliament. None of the Chartist Radloal - voted ;

agdlnst these motlons, whlch could be described as 1avourable

1hpig.
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to the Chartist cause. O0Ff the newly elected Charbist

“S&épogters, Q?awfofd; Col. Thompsoﬁ; Ggofge Thompson aﬁ‘-
Williams-all sﬁpportéd O'Cmmﬁor!s mgtion. Only’the Bifmingham
%‘P. G.F. 'Muntz,‘failed t5 Zive him-his support. The Radiéai
campalgn in favour o? Frost Williams_and~JO@es seems.to have 7
been\designéd to keep attentiqn away from what some of ‘the

hotheads at the Chartist Convention were advocating, and alsg
o whip up énthusia;m for the Charter amongst the rank an&
file parllamentar¢ans ths caUSe, too, would clve the
urdlnary people ‘a iegltlmate vrlevance to became exalted

dbout and 1+ was " 1mportant for the Chartlst movemen+ to have

a good‘show of support‘for the presentatlon of the peultlon,

gi ; ‘.though +here coutd have been 1¢ttle hope of 3mpress1ng an
é\ elltlst Par’1ament | '
ii Henry Drummond ihe leeral Conserthlve MIP., for, -
‘g‘ , ‘Nest Surrey asked whd+ the Chartlsts planned to do if the
§‘ s E ‘Common; requed to receive thelr Detltlon, und how O Connor
% ‘ “would deal with thg 3 'ects‘the petition\addressedAif ng
é dispuésioh were bérmitted 2t the timg bf presentation.
e ' . o G'Cohnpr explained thaiithe Prime Miﬁisterh feeling fhat the

petition deserved every cofsideration, had given permission

_ ] o 2
for the motion to be broughl forward on April 15, i8h5.11)
The Commons continued to discuss. the ambiguity of the

-Government's ban, and the.Home Sgeretary ﬁefended‘the

151614, , vo1..98, Friaday, April 7, 1848, pp. 4-5.
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Sovernment's stand. Grey stated that 1T the Chartvbu pro-
”GSSlOn was orbaplzed in oxrder to terror ze and dlarm, it
would be 1llega1 llkewxse $fylt were to present t%e pet1t¢on
to Parllament w1th wn excess1ve number of people, ;t would be

i 116

111ena After fur*he» questlonang Grey clajmed that a‘l

the 1nformatlon %e ndd was in the notice puolmbhed by +he‘w
Chartist ASSOClatlon whlchisald)that "o Connor is to marshall

the people in order that a gran&idemonstratlon of physiqal

force may accompany the petition to:the'door;pf fhis.Hquse;T%l7'

After pressﬁre from O'Conﬂor,wGrey édmii%ed that‘his Under- "
Secretary had recelved a deputatlon Ffrom the- Chartlbt ‘
Natlcnal Conventlon in tho presence of the Attorney Gen@ral

The deputatlon had 1eft a ;etter assurlng hlm that it

~

repud1ated armed meetlngs and. would not encourage ai stuer

anLLS‘ll8 Grey then bsured the irate Slr Harry Inglls that

i‘thlb deputatlon had not been recelived 1n the capac1ty of o
‘ 119

e

Thomas Wakley warned the House that 500 000 people-

naulonal representatlves, but merely as prlvate gitizens.

would prob bly attend the Kennlngton Common meetlng, whlch
Qaused some 1§pghqer<1n the. House from those .who con§1dered
it an_exaggeraﬁioh{ Wakley ppihted.out thattthesé‘peoﬁle had

. 'probably got their informaticn, as he had, from "a public

\néwspaper owned by a Member," the NOrtﬁern Star by implication.

Ordinary people who read the account would préSume' %hat a-

g MOrpia. pp. 67, Y71pia., p. 8. 11874,

91viq.
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Iéﬁyef and an M, P. would understand the‘law‘ Ye fel t, tk are-

fore, that the Government should have aofed sooner to let the-

ueople know that they were actlng 1LlegaAly, and that he was

fearful that there would be a "calamlty. 2120

o' Conror denied" attenQan any*publlc meetlngs to

{ ‘\ a*renge the Chartist proeesswcn aethougn he adm1+ted.+ﬁat‘
he was a delegate at the Char%lst Conventlon he claimed
‘that tne people were @nly petltlonlng for rlghts promesed to
then by‘the Libe rals, who had mavntalned that taxatlon with-
‘eut repfesentat;on was tyranny.\ He promlsed that he would
ensure tﬂat %he‘peaee‘wee not disturbed. " He aleo t0ld the -
Comﬁons that his‘life‘had‘eeen tﬁreatened if he ?afticipafed
in the demonstratlon elthough he did not 1ntend to let the

121

threat deter him,
The Chartlst threat to property seemed a very Ser]OUb

and urgent matter to the parllamentarlans, 80 there was an

)
¥
;:.
4
Y
-
I
3
?,
£
I

“f | . ‘ ¥unasually splrlted response to the bubgect of Chartism in the'

Commons Slr James Graham who was "the Home Secre*ary in the
co ‘ o Peel mlnlstry, pelnted out Two dlfferenceb between the"

‘fw ‘ \ . o presentatlon of the 1842 Cbartlst Petltvon and the 1848

B ‘ presentatlon In 1842 the petltlon came from a. prlvate house
not from an open publlc meetlng, and there was no. announced
1ntentlon of comlng to the House of Commons 1o present the
\petltlor Grabam felt tbat he would have failed in hlS duty j‘

to maintain the peace 1f he had consented to a meetlng sqch

121,

Tbid.; pp. 16711. Ibid., pp. 11-13.
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WA S 1mposxng greater restrlctlons on petltloners than the

as the one announced for Kennington Common, and he was

IR * ‘ - ‘s .. 122

that the present Goverrment would not coun,enance 1t
deard Horsman, the leezal Mhmber for Cocxerwout

felt that Graham was mmp;yahg that tﬂe presont Goverrmenb

Conservative Government had done. He holntod aut thaf c1r—

cumstances were different, ard ‘that th? anﬁouncempnt of the

\irtended\procession‘had caused 1eat ajy prehenSLOnk MLPL

were anxlous and Lordoners were fearful O'Connor had
offered to guarantee the peace, but no one could answer for

50, OOO men 123

, Alderman Nllllam Thompson, the Wevtmorﬁland Protect—
1or1§t Member, rose to bupport the Cockermouth M.P. and to
attack O Conmor ‘He denied that he>was tne man who had
pfOV¢dbd tha 1nformat*on that 0'Connor wou]q be shot 1f he

atiended the processaon)and he was salprlsed that O Connor

vﬂad derled tak*ng part 1n .any meeflng to dxrange the process~‘

ion. He asked 0 Connor if he had attended a. meetlng at
Lartwr ght s Coffee ﬁouse 1n Crxpplegdte on ADrll 3, and. the.
Chartlst WP, admltted ‘$hat he:Wad, but. claimed that 1t had
been only a tea party aty bnded by forty people - hardly a
credlble exp;anatlon

, Thompson cla’med that this had been a‘meeting of the .

1ééding Chartists, and the language which O0'Connor had used

‘was "not calculated to allay alarm and promote peace and good

1221v5d., pp. 13-14.  Y231vid., pp. ik-15.
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order." Thompson also sald he had obitained a repe:” ol

"0'Connor's speech to the Irish Confederatu “emocrat ¢ Soc’ety”
-

in' which the Chartlst had stabed that 1t was no use’ pttltiopw

. ~;ng Parliament any- onge;; hey must do as the Americans dld _

. shdke off the yoke. The peoDle of Jreland must have:an

[

;1ndependent republic, that thev ou&ht to do” away wvtn all o
1
tles and with Royaity but that morai force was suffac;ent.l24‘

~ 0! Connor denied this repoerd, and StTObged that ne had

lways be@n against the republlcan form of 5overwmeht He
D01nted out that even thig reporu admltted that he ﬂdvocated

moral force as opposed to phy81ca1 force.. he denled mentwon—

o \ 3 . 1ng the top&cs that Thompson had enumerated and S&ld that
\Q' ‘ those who had attended the tea pazty would glVE ev1dcnoe to
~§j ‘ support ‘his denlal 125 aoseph Hume p01nted out that the
C

press nad often mlsquoted speeches, and hOped that mhomps@h

\ would produce a bhgrthand report and not'Just accuse an MLP.

i ot dpmy Sl e W

on "]oose«lnformatﬁoh "\ He con51dered that a Select Commlttee

L e should be set ap to questlon thp people 1nvolVed beC&US@ Iie

wasg fearful that there might be sples~abroad 1£6

N

S0
qu prospect of the destructlon of propexty Ain hls

S own: constltuency brcught 81r De Lacy Evans. the leexal M.P.

for Westminster, to h;s feet. There had already been two

similar meetings in his -area which had caused his constituents

Valarm and terror." Merchants had suffered materially, both

1247pia., pp. 157060 Pomia., p. 16
12610547 pp. 16-17 .
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before and after the meetings, and he fely frqt i% was his

dutj To rask the Govevnmeht to protect hls constltuenta from %

losses which they were ll able 0 bear‘127

Lord John Fussel7 sald\that the uaberal Governmezt

w !

- felt 1t necessary to declare thc procesﬁlon illeg 1 nd~te“‘

warn the peeple not to attehd _ Ha belleved there was ample
“time for O Connor tQ call off the proceb31on and pe] tell nxs
followers that thelr pet3+10n would be re%pectiully heard

. \and “there would be an opporbunzty for dlscusszon 128 Although

\ ; \Chart1smihas weaker than lt had been in 18&2 fromnthe‘ ‘
fg . -Government S polnt oi view it had b&lome more 1mpé}tant be—~
\4ii~ : cause in thls year of revolutlon abxoad ~the lnternal
:gg‘i' | ksxtuqtlon 1n England Wa S belng cqrefully watched and v1cé -
| j%,, ) o versa. " The antchpatlon of a Chartist outbreak enoou;aged ;
';§{\; ‘ revolutlonarles, and also weakened letaln S. dlplomatl
'1E . . bargainlng power k | ‘ ‘b‘ﬂ . L ;. B e
 % f\ - ln ‘8@8 Chartlsm had been llnked with Irish dlscontent \
i ' whlcn was the Whigs main. problem 129 Although - Lord” John
kg: Russell stlll dld not fear Chartlsm he did .now fear the
‘g- effect that any breadeWn 1n law and order might have on'
% revolutlonary Europe ur on Ireland Peel‘ééreed théf’thé -
% Government was . 3ustlf1ed in taking precautlons because of the %
‘z 81tuatlon abroad arid  in kreland.lBO | R \¢ .
' 12‘7;1_1.:1_@_.,. pp. 17-18.  8pia., pp. 18-19. - 3
. 129% . wather, "The Government and the Chartists," S

- Chartist Studies, ed. 4sa Briggs, London. MacMillan & .Co.
1td., 1959, p. 394, |

I © . 130
s . 3 Hansard PP. 19—2Q.u
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- The“House %hén went oh to discuss the security of the

- Crown in the 11ght of sedltlous plan in Treland to estabTLSh » _

an 1£5épendeht republlc;‘ Slr George Grey quoted ffom the “ ‘ :

Unlted Lrlshmen extracts from a speech oy Dev1n R0111y who R - :‘é‘

séld:f‘"A gréat movement of the peoplé was passzng over the o é

) world BOO OOO Englishmen Chartlsus would assemble 1n - ‘T‘E,

Lon§6ﬁ»next week a;d t?en they would have London 1n The1r | ;
bands brey w1shed tngw 0 Connor hagd’ shown Rellly that he o i‘

was mls{aken in hls belﬁ?fgﬁtmz)o éonnor JhSlsted that he 5 - 3

had never read Relllyxs ?peech 131‘“ . » ‘ \ ) ‘§~

. ‘ On the day of‘the Kennlngton Common meetlng, fﬁe Aé

e cabs had been duly rgpelyed‘ and there had been novlnter~ 'l ; iri ;?

o ference W1th the rlgﬂtfé} petltlon. Lord Brougham agreed |

 Vithat the rlghQ\of petltlon and publlc meetlhgs for dlscuéélbn

vifmust be uphe but he belweved thai such "monster meetlngs, ) :

:fd951gned .as exhlbltlons o¢ physzcal forCe to 1nt1m1date the : ‘

5 ~"{j;Government aﬂd to force 1% ts pasé certaln measures, were >

L l 1llugal.‘ He also thought that people who attended such
ilg;z“ lfwl‘“ .57}\ meetlngs put themselves into a posltlon where "w1thout any ' \
,{Ki“k il;w111 -or 1ntent10n of thelr n,. they may. be dr1Ven Lo K
N ;1pto 1llegg1»couxséétn1?3 Agaln_xhere 13 the\implioation .
R Plmgpp2se26 PPrnaal, pee ot
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that the ordinarj\peaple can be eaéily\manipulated, and a . :
‘disbelief in their‘agency ‘In‘the paét Erouvham had supported é

the Cbartlsts, but he obv1ousxy dlsapproved of any attempt‘to
" coerce Parlmament = . L fj s Ly
The Duke of Welllngton, who had been xecalled from L

f~;\\ret1rement to protect Lbndon from the Chartvst threat then

spoke of” the para1y31s Q; trade and business’ und the fear of . o '.il
xthe Londoners ‘ He. ho~ed that measures wouid .be passed to. ‘f‘_ \ \  “;-
'L‘;‘limlt ﬁbe 81ze.?‘ ‘_etlngs;‘but if such monsfer meetings weré_’
3gto be allowed then the 31t15enb bhOUld be armed to dﬁfend
‘%both 1118 and property He w1shed to assure the House that
fithe army waq ready to glve any support that the- presarvatlon
“Aof law and safety mlght 0411 for Nozthdmpton then Qompll— - {
‘mented the GoVernment on the precautlons they had taken and

!pralsed the mlddle Clau88u for "the splrlt of order rellg*on

) and morallty"\whlch they had dlsplayed He felt as long-asv

_ : ‘*hat splrlt prevalled 1n anland there was no danger of .
~‘§ o S ‘crevolt 133 -;f.‘}.-f‘T o {\ | ‘
; \:v5‘ o , . \ ‘ Lansdowne sald that ihe Government had recelved ’
: support from the maaorlty of the people, and that all classes
+ ‘icould oe counted on to uphold 1aw and order The' Marquess Of
‘3f~, o 'l kLondondeﬁry hoped that if there was any répetltlon of such ;
} ﬁf’ 'w: - . eVents. the GOVernmemt snould pay attentﬁon to the large
‘}gf o e number of forelgners in,the countrleu - a typlcally rlght-
F o ‘;W1ng comment when much of Europe was in turm011
i ST ‘133ija., pp. 71-73. 13”Ib1d . 731
N “‘w M )
B “‘\T . ;
A;’;.‘_ - ' ) . y.y
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Meanwhile, in tfe Commons} durlng ‘debate on the second
reading oP the Czown and Government Securlty Bmll Wllll&m ’
Sm1+h "0'Brien, waeral M.P. for Limerick, who two nonths
later. was found gumlty oY hlgh treasoe and lost the seat
whicn he had held 51noe 1835, ‘rose ta speex In‘dlscu351ng
Chartlst support for Irela nd he’ Sald
. "~ .o amongst the Char%ists there is scarce an |
: Lndlvldual who " does not symﬁathlze with the cause of-
"Ireland. They feel that. they have been unjustly
. excluded from all share in political power; they are
" resolved that the working classes shall™assert their
. rightto a share in the representation of this country;
_— and they know they carnot de so at a better time than
‘when you_are embarrdssed in your arrangements with
) Ireland 135 v
Slr George Grey regected 0! Brlen 's elalm that the
Chartls+s supperte@.the Irlsh and p01nted oat thau O*Connor
\ who was seated next to 0! Brlen had declared hlmseli the
firm frlend of monarghyhy‘O«Connor then rose ﬁo say that

'there'had beenfa peaeefui demenStratidn fhat day, but he ",

warned Grey that if he suppressed the Iree expre531on of
‘ ; ‘publlc oplnlon then he would cause secret CLUbS and
5. “{ . 1‘~"a55001at10ns to be formed 136 : ' o "-' N
g,? » : \\’; [T George Thompson ithe Radlcal Member for Tower " Hamlets,
T ~‘; ‘expressed rellef that the‘éhartlst demonstratlon ‘had been
§ S R orderly, and that the people had used. peaceful meang to
: attain thelr gust rights. Te belleved that all shouid have
fconstltutlonal rights, and this bigl. before the "House woulg

make it a felony to think and‘speak about polltipal_matters.

1351bia., pp. 75-76. 17%1bid., pp. 83-84..
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. the frée‘will“of

“ it such a blil were passed sec}ei societles would mult1ply~

R

177

He went on to accuse the Prime Minister of promulgating the

doctrine of flnalluy, and refusing to extend political rlghts
7%0 all of* the people. The mllltary preparatlons the chern~.
_-ment had made when the people had announced that they would
‘“ mee on kernlngton CoMmon would net be necessary -in.a -
country whlch was w1sely and gustly governed 137 These
_people belﬁeved that they ‘had Justloe on thelr side) other-

©wisge they could never have Osep persuaded by O'Connor . Here

at*least_was on: ember of tne Commons who did oelleve in

he people He was in faVOUT of the people

.ga%hériné to gether to assart thelr polltlcal rxghts, and
Qp01nted out that the poor and uneducated had only one way to

plead and that ‘was by presentlng themselvss in sdzge numbers

before thoss who had- dsprlved +hem of” thelr rhgnTs Thompson
Opposed the biil to deprlve them of the right to deolare uhelzf~
~op1nlqns, and called it a gagglng 1aw.-~ He too Warned that

‘ 138

Slr Bengamln Hall the Liberal Member for Marylebone,

iquoted frsm Kol Connox s 1etter wh1Cn wa s publlshed in “the

Northern Star on Aprll 1 fn Wthh he had Sald "«.J-- 1et thc

;power behlnd the. Throne be gxeater ‘than the Throne 1tself’"

'Connor suggestsd Luat labour should elect its zepresenta—
tive dnnually ‘and !ﬁy him, He wroté: "Let the peqplg_be the

base and the superstructuré.“;39 Sir Benjamin feared that

1371bia., pp. 85-88. 1P1vid., ppl 87-89.

13%1pia., pp. 89-90.

e
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the people would "mistake licence for likerty,"” and cautioned

that because some changes were needed the whole structure of.

7\35bjety should not-be thrown out. He was prepared for some

freforms 0o &eep~the people qu1et but *he system‘should not
be altered " He was sure that the people desired law and .

order dbDVO all e]se 1#0‘

»

The Chartlsm Radacal hume, criticiied the Goﬁernment_
for bass;ng‘such a;severe law to deal . with a temporary ‘emer-

genc& © He cbnsidered such 'a respense to be ah,overgreabtion,

whlch would be regretted later The peoplé'had'demahded\an

extenslon of thelr polltlcal rlghts, ‘but the Government had

responded by curtalllng their freedam of speech He felt

that public meetlngs allowed people o express their frustra- .

\tlons and vent their anger without canlng v1olence 141‘ The

Protectlonlut Inglis, however, felt that the ordinary. people

o oL e ’ : ’ P v oL I
S -, ,W 3 Nk 7R s el e ’ PR
;:Wj;f?v"ﬂ,‘ﬁ%h*’,!p:’ ‘3‘(‘;‘ 2y R IPAL, W S s (,‘,'.”- A on Zoiaia o TR SR
s - ’

1 et g e o PR

‘were belng manlpulated by "lnflammable and excxted myrlads,

who 1n01ted them to orlme “with thelr oratory 1@2 Thlo was a

sterectype of the common people whloh prevented many of the
parllamentarlans from understandlng thelr actions: and demands

Some of the Chartlst supporters trled to brlhg more

o o ' kpos1t1ve views befdre the Commons Agllonby pointed out that
i . N ;
SR e 3 -

_muoh was said at Chartlst meetlngs that was highly cred1b¢e 1#3

and Dr, Bowrlng urged that thls ‘was no time to widen the

breach between classes.luu‘ ‘Again, nowever, the idea of the

U0 T ko OIpia., pp. 91 t92. . Mlrpia., pp. 92-96.
i o \ N _
' W24, pp. 99-100. 1%37hia., p. 105.

1“”Ib1a., p. 108.
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179

~con%pirécy theory was daired, this time b?fthe Liberal M. #

. for the 01ty of Oxfor , Wllllam Page . Ward He movkﬁﬁ/;;e‘ .

fqry of Chartlst oxators, whom he termed the ”fo*c¢ble

' feeb es, " but feared that there was a quiet 1nte111genoe at-

1@5

The comnon people were not considered

"_able enough to have 1deas of thelr own, " so how could they
.play a s¢gnﬁf¢oanu Iole in history. They were seen as
‘pa551ve victims oelng manlpulated by a secret group of people

) thh a superlor 1n+e1 ect

Hewry Drummond the leera] Conservatlve Member for

West Surrey stated that he dld not connect the Irish dlsturb—

-ances w1th those in London although all were‘phases of "the

-+ same malady WﬂlCh pervades all Europe. He quoted from a \

Chartlst speeoh wh¢ch c1a1med that the ‘time had come to,"get
rid of klngs and priests whom our forefathers in thelr Jgnor—

ance deemed it neoessary to make governors " In the same

 speech ne went on to declare that the proflts from 1mproved

machanery went to the free- trade capltallsts, Whlle tha

working LlaS es. were dugt burdened w1th 1ncreased taxatloh

‘The working clasges mlstakenly thought they could 1mprove

_thelr hondvtlen by reduc1ng the manufacturers prof1t33 and

B O L
Drummond brltlclzed qnose who tried "to brixg them.into con-

flict with their employers. In particular, Drummond named
) ‘ . o el o
O0'Connor, and supported the Government's right to govern.146

The Prime Minister assured the House that freedom of

speech and the press would continue, but "some reckless men

» . R -
b ~ l . .-

A¥S1p54., pp. 109-111, Nolmd op. 113-116.
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will be checkéd in their Careers of excitemént He Grltlclzed

achemes whlch promlsed the workers Utopla, and presented the
rullng class as the embodlment of a system whlch would protect

the workers, and which upheld the values requls:te for a good
'Jlife.iu?o S ,):*

. Feargus O'Connor, of course, Opposed the Crown and

1
‘Govérnment‘Seourity Bill and gave hlS flrst hard account of

the dlspersal of the Chartlst meetlng 1&8. He was supported

N hume ~who malntalned that the meetlng dxssolved w1thout

‘any polloe'lnterferenoe that the Government 3 mllltary pxe—

’paratlons had been qulte unneoessary, and that “the B111 was,

A . ‘ unnecessary as the Government already possessed enough powens
‘ ‘ 'ThLS brouvht the 1rasc1b1e Colonel Slbthorp, Protectlonlst

* M = for uwrcoln, to hls feet to thank the Government for the

flrm course they had taken He suggested that Hume uhould be

1mprlsowed in the Tower for 11fe, and ‘that some of “the leaﬂers

~ ... of the Kennlngton Common meetlng should be Jducked in the

Thames and sent home in wet clothes as’'a purlghment for trylng

L e .
.. - ¥ /' ’ -
: - 5 < 3
ez e g e st M:».-:»M‘?‘.—”«":M?"

o ' -~ -to dlsturb the peace and alarm the publlCQ}Qg.

Loa e e

~ The Government was also supported by Fenry Cratton,
the~u1beral M P for County Meath, who approved thelr measures
o p;otect London Whlle opp031ng the Bill- because he believed
that it was adoptlné a WZOng “course towards Irelenﬂplﬁo Sir

de\Lacy mvans thougnt that the actlons of the Government-and

ot

. Yial, pp.o12slep. QBIbld D 155 156,
. ’ * . . lp 3 i
R “1 CIbld., Tuesday, April 11,1848, pp. 157- 158,
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of Londoners had made the Chartlst meetzng con%emptlole C- e
“GoVernment S . éctlons 1n protectlng the c1ty were - deiended by
law and order supporters on Loth 31des of the PQuse .

‘ The debate contlnued ,on Aprll 12 18&8 and George L

;bompson accused the Government of raV1ng agalnst the: o

Chartists and the Wordlhg ClaSSEb, .and” pralslng the h;ddle o
classes. He accused the Whlg mlnlstry of«trylng to set one

© clgss agalnst the other . He clalmed that. the Chartlsts were fjﬂ~’;

trustworthy, 1nte111gent and loyal : The Government had made

no . con08331on$ to thelr Just demands, but were passxng an

Y Y.

. unconstltut;onal bill to ﬁeprlve them of ﬁherr rlghts Those
J . N s LM .

v

‘who hdd assembled 1n Kennlngton Common WQre only 8 fractlon

of those in the oountry They were "the men.who ma@g the

‘Members of- thls House what they were - the creatﬂrs of thelr ;wé‘q’

1uxury ' the- men w1thou+ whom the country WOU1d be nothlng ] ‘
ﬁ..l"l)l jet they were belng branded as traltors by thls -
bill. They petltloned the HQUSe on the same grounds as the

,lAmexlcan colonlsts had done_~ no taxatlon w1thout representa—

-

. T - ‘ ‘ 8 P
,..,1'3'-ﬂw.«':r-fr-w«wﬂ-"wﬁ’g"f'? R aneatis St

V; '\ﬂtIOﬁ, and the Chart;sts were far . nere. numerous 152

O Connor spoke agaln 1n opp031tlon to - the Blll but \

RPN TR
’ ‘

-on Aprll 13, ThOmas Thornely, leeral Member for Wolverhampton, -
. i_"; o “and Chaarman of " the Commlttee on Petations, presented a.

- special report £0 the House " He announced that the . alleged

5,700, 000 51gnatures on the Chartlst Petltlon actuai y "“ B

: . . totalled 1 975 496 and 1ncluded ”Vlctorla Rex Aprll 1st

v w0

151Ib1d Wednesday, April 12,:‘1848, °p.. 22;@225.

152 Ib;q. wD. 226.
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* F.M. Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel ." Othéf signa- -
tures *ncluded '"No ‘Cheese, Plg Noae, Flat Nose and S0

) on."l53 The Petltlon and o Connor lost all érédenoé.

‘ o Connor blustered that th;rteen lawyers"clerks\
could not have ceunted the 31vnatures, thaf government gples
covld have 1n$erted the false swgnatures, ahd that he stowd i

by his original ebulmate of the number of slgnatures 15}
Thorneiy assared hlm that the petition had been treated ‘
regpectfully, that the 81gnatures had been vezy carefully

ounted an& Lt had even been weighed. 155
No. M P. was prepared to support 0’ Connor: Lord John .

. Russell stated that the Committee hud the full confidence of
the House The Earl of Arundel and Surrey, who was the
Member for Arundel further rldlculed the Chart’st 7eadersh1p,
‘and‘accused_them of exaggera£1ng the numbers who had takeh

part’in the demons*ration ‘ Tney C]almed that a quarter oi a

mllllon had been present on: Keﬁnlngton Common, but his soarces

assured him that the!number of speotatons never exceeded

§ j‘ o o PB 060 John 0" Connell leerQI M P. for Blmerlck and a

' kc‘\ ‘ . supporuer of. Repeal of the Unlon stated that no Repealers
L ox ,§ § | : had taken part in the demonstrdtlon, as they would not get.
'; - \ - 1nVO1ved w1th an agltablon where v1olence was ‘used. *56

The rrotectlonlst, Inglls, felt that the exaggeratl@n

o of numbers, and the falsifying of signatures praved that the

4531314, Thursday, April 13, 1848, pp. 28&-285.
Ibid., p. 286. 1°5Tvia., pp. 286 28?
Ibid., pp 287~ 288

& . . B
N . Y s ¥ ey T P raa B oy Lk s e B R S F . -_— I S
Y e e b b 3 S B g Ve ST R - st : Ty PR

[ . . S S T e AN S
- N N Le et . " 1N
N N - N N

hal



~ v N ~
BOLAP L et e W s . WA s B gty L% s M
R AR RE S  w NNY  pte WRY Sye  e ee  , e e - 3

183
- Chartist pefifion was "hardly worth the paper on which itfwas
: w*i*ten " He. added that tboue who made such’ false claly/and\
commltted suoh abuses were' "the rgal‘and,worst»enemles gf.the
rlght-of petltlonlng He aiso hoped That the Goverﬁment> f\
‘.would take’ steps tao prevent such demonstratlons as O/Connof
ﬁ had arranged for Kennxngton Cowmon, though ;. . [_vée physlcél
force whvch ‘was w1elded by the Hon. Member “was a'dut‘in'pro—
portlon to the moral force value. of the petitiory which he ‘
had presented "15? . ‘
- William Gripps, the Liéeral»ccnservét§Ve Member. for

-

. Girencester, rose to defend: the Committee. /H¢ ridiculed

‘@

k-O'Connor‘s "audacxous statement” that the etltlgn was 51gned
ﬁéﬁ He @id nat want

. by 5, OOO 000, and that" 1t welghed flve t
*~to'*hrow "rldlcule and obloquy upon th petltlon{ but he aid
- throw rld]cule and obloquy upon the{?én. Gentleman who

.'prebented 1t[ - The Nember for Nott ingham hqd\forfeited the

.rlgrt to be belleved in the fuuui? Cripps Foped>that
”meagures would be taken to prevgnt any further meetings to
T o . concoct: ”such a rlbald mass of obscenlty and 1mp1e{y é; was

. \contalned in the petltlon" wi 1ch=§onta1ned words "WhLCh thg

' Vllest strumpet 1n the streﬁt would blush to nane.

‘ He went on.to ponné out that the Luke of Welilhgton s
- name occurred f . fteen or szxteén tlmes, the name of -the Arch» -
- Tory M.P. er Liincoln, Col. Slbthqrp‘several times, as well
‘s those of the Membefs for Mancﬁester-ana West;Yorkshifef

-On one of the shee£7fhe Knew was written: "We could not get

1S?I5id.,/ép. 288-250. | |
,'/ ) i “ - . . X

. /
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"~'paid for any more today.” ‘Hé oﬁiy~wi§hed he had looked.af ‘
the pétitioﬁ ébeetg whéﬂ theylﬁefe tabied 80 that he‘could

i’have obgected to the receipt of the petltlon 158
0! Connor 1mmed1ately rose to defend blmse?i agalnst
+this attack cn his. Vera¢1ty, ana s+alked out of the bouse
He then sent Ernest Jones “to Challenge Crlpps to a duel
Joseph Hume cr1t101zed Crlpps for takzng such a course, gnd‘\
both him and O ‘Connor for -thelr unbgcomlng behav1our He
\recommended that 1t snould be made quite - clpar T the conntry
{>J3‘ ; ‘that every M.P. was respon51ble for the - petltlons he pre-
| sentedi and\that LEEE s shou]d take care Lo bee~that petltléns‘
-were geéuine Mr. Redhead York, the leeral Member - for hork k
vdlsagreed w¢th Hume He believed that: . ”Truth 1r~thls Nouse‘f
‘shoald be paramount;” aﬁd Crxpps had spoken only the truth
' and alt}ough he hag: used strong language, the House should
be grateful 50

After the lnterventlon of many M P. s, Cripps made ax’

\statement tbat he WOuld not retract anythlng he -had said about

‘O Connor, but regretted if he had used any unparllamentary

160 .

‘language Thig Satlsfled the opeakel O‘Gonnor was

‘arrebtea by the Sergeant at-Arms and hrought before the
Commons to assure the Members that he did not 1ntend to take
" 161

any hostile action against Cripps. The matter ceas ed

there,~énd any impression that the Petition miéh% have made

4 . : PUETAToI
- m e L g meg e TN

-yt

1381u4., po. 290-202.  2597nia. . Pp: 293-294
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} 1601p5q., pp. 298-299. 1O11nid., p. 299. -7
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\ ' upon the House was lost amidst the welter of ridicule and -

farce. Certainly, the Commons was unimpressed by-G'Connor's.

biluster, and one gets the impression that many M.P.'s may
: & 4 , y Y

~

_well have been.glad*fo have this oppoftuniiy to guestion his_

veracity. ~ The Cnartlst PetltLQn was. undoubt edly‘dead"

O Connor de not to be put down, and gn the fOlJO;an
ddy, he attacked the Cxown awd Governmewt Securlty le mS‘
o ‘g suspen31on‘of‘habeab corpus. He a“so at*acked the press -
2 ‘ ‘ fdrybeing én%i~€haitist and accuoed it of misrepresenting

"reports of Chartast meetlngs Hls sgeech was quite v107ent,

*and he assured the Colmons that iF the Blll became 19w he

would crlsscross the cauntry~cry1ng: “Down thh the base,

bloOdy, and: brutal Whlgs w162

‘ )
\“—“ivbuw

,g(' By Apr11 18 18&8 when 0 Connor agaln spoke dgalnqt

L the Elllg he had’ calmed down

a'.,

e

w

He admltted that aftev the

"\u

ﬂvlolent ianguage whlch»preceded the Kennlngton GCommon demon—

"

oo R TR
L

;Stratldd‘the deernment was rlvht to. take precauLlons, out

nothlng had haﬁpened at the demonstratlon to warrant. the “\

w.o? '“-‘. 3

P

i . *ntrbdnothn of?suoh a blll which would act as o gag. _Heg

Qadwnot advocated phy31cal forca, nor ‘sought aid from any . ®

; forelgn country
\

‘coun%rles whlch had rigen in revolt were now drawing up

He Qld however point out that those

constitutions grounded on Chartist principles.lé3 0'Connor's

tone’ was much more subdued‘énd one gets‘the feeling that he

1

1621144, Friday, April 14,

L8¢8 Pp. 375- 377
1631554

Tuesday, A?&Ll 18, 18h8 PP @)Q—%j).
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186
was trying to prove fhat‘ﬁe cduld*spaék‘and behave wi%h
digniiy éﬂd good sense. “

f—‘f : *8ir Robert Peel attacked 0'Connor and other dema-
| _gogUes-wno “would ;nvolve xhg 1gnqrant\1n the dapital"
puﬁishmeﬁ%'of Treasgn,fandbébnﬁent.themselves with‘esdépingbji
from all risk and all rESpONblbll‘ty .o .;" He also o@ndemhed
monster weetﬁngs which- he saw as: & means of 1ntlm1dat3ng
Par]xament He spoke dLchtly to O Connor as one who wou1d ‘
_;‘T.:( . brnng together 100 OOO personb and run\a very great
‘risk‘of creatlng‘dlsorders,' and expressed hls bope that the
~ ~w6rking classes Wouid not be. deluded into honlng that'therg
N ) 16;

) must be- antagonlsm betwben capltal and 1abour

-

: Af er the. Qpp081tlon Leader's attack ‘came the’ Prlme

‘MiniSter’s attack. he clalmed that punlsnment‘musu‘follow

R -,

) &
. the exclfement and pastwme of provoklng others to treason ”16) '

He sounded qulte ‘unlike Lhe Whlg Home Secxetary, who had

R
*
¥
=

i
7

*
£

showed such a 11bertar1an turn of mlnd in 1839. ﬂowe$eg

Yy -

~£fj~ .,

c1rcum taﬁces were CAifT erent and w1th‘rev01ut10nary ideas

I ‘! rampqnt in Europe. the Liberal Government was anxious 1o

- !
: RN

i malntaln law and order in the Gnlted Kingdom.

N - o ‘-After tha fallure of~the Kennlngton‘Common demoﬁstfa~~

| | | tion-.and the ridicule of fbe Cﬁartist PP%ition in Dar‘iament.
o Connor retlred 1o Sni +gs End to consider the state of the
finances of hxs National Land Company on May 32 1848, he

- Jntroduced nis Bill to Amend the Friendly Socletles Act to

cover‘nls company . ‘lhls caused Sir Bengamin Hall, the hostile

: ' \
Tbid., pp. 463-469. +851pia.; pp. wy2iugs,

\
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"Welsh leeral Member for Marylebone, to JnVEstlpate thc -

scheme.' He p01nted out thut nearkx JGO OOO names of sub-

scrlbers had been reglstered and yet the company was- stlll

onxy;ﬂébg§téred as a prov331ona1 oné; although 0'Conrior. héd.,

A stated ih-J& NE 184? that .the oompany would be oompletely

: reglstered wzthln a week No reglstratlsn had‘been made,ﬁ

and no deeds 1odged at the Reglstratlon Offlce " He demanded

to know, therefore, when O Connoxr 1ntended £o @otaln A,

certl;lcite of reglstratlcn 166‘

o Lcnnor replled by saylng that he hqd found that
the expense of conplete reglstratlon would be enormous, and

&

he'qu adv;aed tofbr;ng in thlS‘Blll‘tO amend“the Frlend1y~

‘Societies‘Aots to. cbver the company 167 The Blil was never

o ™

glVen a second readlng ' On May 2@ however the CoﬁmOns
reoolved to app01nt a Select Commlttee to 1nvest1gate the
coﬂpany, “and on May jl fifteen members, 1nc1ud1ng Q Connof;
were app01nted under the Ehalrmanshlp of the Judge Advocate.
Gladually the cempllcated flnan01a1 51tuatlon of the Land

H
Plan was unravelled and O Connor was proved to be honest {

c¢f ‘weak in admlnlstratlve abllltles On July 30 the Commlttee

reported that’ the company was 11Lega1 1ts recordé‘lnaccurate
and reglstratlon was 1mp0331ble As a reoult subscrlptlons

dropped to LBB ~ From January ¢8&9 legal at*empts began to

. force reglbtration of the sompany .’ 1n July, O Connor pro~

D B B

poaed to form a new 3001ety ‘which could be revlstered as a

s

166

igid., Friday, May 1%, 1848, ‘p.-‘§28,

1671vid., pp. 928-929. -
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frlendly sooje*y, but to no avail. In March 1850 O Connor

Q

promlsed the House-mo 1ntroduce a w1hd1ng up Blll This

?ﬁ\‘~up “the.’ Land Compagy wa's fmnally passed in August 1851
‘ “: As J@y MacAsklll notes, "the vxsxon of a new 8001ety
)? \

\was less 81gn1flcant than the anX1ou§ dlsoUss‘on of the old"

i;and ""the, Chartlsts shared w1th many Torles a pOWerful senge -

& ._of the recent past ”168j

l actlve group Wthh dld not accept the status quo, but 1n

’~7the1r reslstance they relnforced and even strengthened 1t

o

‘fiThelr devlant behaV10ur was not a. threat for they weTe

f_r851st1ng change and advocatlng g01ng back to an earller way

N

"of 11fe, not presentlng a new - 1deology ' However to ‘under-

‘§V ;f f' stand the sbelety‘Wlthln Wthh they operated ‘we have to"'

the’ parllamentarlans Just shrugged the Chartlsts off as
mlnglded fallures, and we have to overcome the condescen81on
and elltlsm of these men w1thout églng %o the otber extreme
kand romantlclzlng the Chartlsts as heroic revolutlonarles
o SRR e There was llttle that was her01c H0 be found in
| \;// 0'Connor's behaV1Qur.‘ On May 23, 1B4B O Coanr‘was again the
focus of‘atta;ké in Parliament. Jogeph | Hume had been called
" upon by'the Speaker to brlng on his motion for extendlng the

 franch1se. but as 1t was very 1ate, he asked to pcstpone hl;

L R 2 _motlon.tlll the flrst avallable day, i,e. June 20. 0O Connor

168MacAskill,-p. BGQ.\ ; - .

. s,‘ . N o N N
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was flnally 1ntroduced 1n February 1851‘ ahd the Act to W1nd

Ms MacAsklll probably points to the

‘\g'f‘\ S fundamental paradox in Chartlsm The Chartlsts were an j‘;,f‘

ft@ke thelr ldeas serlously and on thelr own terms Most of o
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then attacked the Member for. Montrose and one who had 1ong

supported the Chartlsts, for postponlng the measure whlch he

K3 N . a

 fe1t was so 1mportant to the worklng classes. This 1ed

w

o Rlchard Cobden ‘the Member for: the West ' Rldlng, to rise 1p

F]Hume s defence 169 Cobden made a slashlng attack on O Connor

;‘1n whlch he accused hlm of dblng more ?.

K o
to retard the

polltloal pmogress of the worklng classes of Evgland than

‘ any otner publlc man that ever 11ved ~ He remlnded the House

‘of 0 C&hnor s opposltlon to the Antl Corn Law League, and

i‘sald that he v1ewed ‘him as the ﬁ;‘: leader of & small,:

ke

\\flnSlgnlfloant and powerless party," and that he saw him not

as the leader of the worklng classes, but as “the 1eader of a

~‘\small and organlzed factlon He told O Connor that he would

w111 be equally powerless and unlnfluentlal "

[never fraternlze w1th the Chartlsts and warned Hume and the
‘House no% to be taken 1n by the Chartlst leader 8 clalms to

have any power Qver’ the worklng classes "He was. weak before v

he is, harmless now, and whatever he- nay threaten or promlse

170~ There had

~long been antagonlsm between Cobden and O Connor They had

"‘imet in debate at Northampton on August\5, 18#@ when G'Conhor

could find no. effect1Ve reply to Cobden 8 the31s that. repea1

would beneflt 511 Classes. 71 After. the repeal of the Corn

Laws the League was dissolved, so there was no further f@rmal

i .y . :
conflict between Chartists and Leaguers, -but the conflict

- betweenfmiddle;and working classes remained. It can be seen

169yansard, Tuesday, May 23, 1848, pp. 1307-1309.

1701034, , pp. 1310-1311.. 7 Brown, p. 369.
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at tnle tame of Chartlst rev1Va1 Gobden feared any 8kt8n$lon .
\biof the franchlse, aﬁd thls outburst agalnbt O Cohnor is a way
‘ fof oppoolng the Cbartlst demand for polltlcal power for the
‘ fordlnary people, and a typlcal mlddle class response ‘
LoId uohn RUSSell chastlsed Doth Cobdeg and O Connor
“for thelr attaoks, and stated hls belief that the peoPJe dld
not want the. 1mplementatlon Of the People s Charter nor aﬂy
tqp‘;other plan of great reform They~wanted to Bee gradual' |
“\refcrm and thb Gountry in a peaoefuI and orderly state. 172 ‘
He" expected the WOrklngéblasses to thlnk what he. hoped and
) \fexpected them 0 thlnk As E pP. Thompson says V:"If we stop‘
f»hlstory at- & Ziven p01nt then there are no classes but
, 31mply a multltude of 1ndwv1duals with a multltude of. eXper—-
"1 3

*1ence¢ f we watch them over a perlod of sociad change~

.

. we observe patternﬂ 1n thelr relatlonshlps, “their

v ;‘k‘ildeao, and thelr 1nst1tutlons Lord John Russell expected

b Co j;‘ the people to aocept the Whlg COncept of soclety

Aiter the flasco of the Chartlst petltlon, Chartlsm

vkt e,

Was5down but not outﬁ Militant Charﬁlsts allled w1th Irlsh

Confederates to ﬁlét simultaﬂéous risings. The authorltles \

“took actlon flrst against the Irlsh extremlsts, and then ‘

i o 2553 2

‘agalnst the militant Chartlsts after dlsturbances in the
v metropolltan area and in the North Lord Broughan brOUght‘

up the matter of these disturbances in the Lordb on June 2.

P Vs L dastt

‘ 172HanSard, PP 7311—131é

3 ‘ 1?3E P. Thompson s The Making,of the English Working ,
Ty Class, Middlesgex: Penguln Books Ltd., 1963, p. 11.
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* He- stated that the populatlon had been corstantly exposed’ to
: flawless prooe331ons, and that. although no sermous 1n1ury had f

been 1nfl;cted upon the communzty, trade had been sezlouslv

1ntorrupted . The Duke of Welllhgton acknowledged that the

Jondon area had been under arms for the pabt four nlghts,

‘and tbat sinee th1 bad beoome a recurrlng ev‘l he boped
~Zthat the Lords wcqld con51der a means of preventlng 1ts
\ repetltlon He suggested tw0 ways of deallng w1th ¢uch o

‘ meetings either by preventlng the assemb]y of monster

meetlngs Whlch were too 1arge for control or for. dl%CUSSlQn

‘xor by maklng those who oalled the meetxngs together resppm—

olble for whatever damage was dGne

~ -y

1?&\_
The Marquess of Lansdowne agreed that proce551ohs
tendlng to ‘disturb the peace should be dlspersed and polnted

A

stopped awd the -peace malntalned \ The Duke of Rlohmond too\

‘fe1¢ that those who organlzed such meetlngs sbould be held

$

\respon31ble for the consequenoes He powvted out. that there

had been dlsturbances in prov1n01al towns as well as in the

London area and felt that an,exampie should be made of the

rlngleaders by brlhglng théh to trial. ~Lor\déChael Jugtice

Denman commented that recently Mr. Justice Patteson had

warned those who took part in such insurrecztions not to

underrate the‘consequences of resisting attempts to disperSé

7“Hansard Third Sezles, vol. 99, rrlday, June 2
1848, pp. 235-238.
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- L S theM‘ He hoped that all agltatlon would stop,‘or any hope

192"

of achlevlng const;tutlonal refOrm would be endangered 175 ‘f
Agaiﬁ on’ June 5 Lord Brougham brought to %he attentlon
\~of the Lordq the fact that there were nlghtly dlsturbances, |
o A nd that tha populatlon was greatly alarmed and also-‘ )
o k‘exasperatEG by t;e ]awless bebav1our @f the évmobs Lord
Lansdowne replled for tne Government that measures had been
\ \aaken to end these ﬁlshurbances, and he hoped that’ they’
‘?:would be successful 1?6 e S \
- ‘ ’Tn tha Commons, George Thompson, the Chartlst Radlcal
\L: e, P for Tower Hamletb Traised the subgect of conrllct

'betWeen the police and a group of people "a5sembled to. discuss

;;;;;;

‘pclltlcal matters'" Hekasked the Home Secretary on-what

1author1ty the pollce had dlspersed them, and had lndeed

o

attacked those who were assembled in quhop Bonner s Fields, .=

s -
Gl

. ¢

T:

-»;"-1“k although the peace had not been disturbed. Grey, 1n response,\

'took full rebpon31b 11ty, and stated that the police were

= actlng‘under his 1nstruothps‘not to allow meetlngs-held at.
"anaaéohable hours,” but this particular 5eetihg h?d not

; ’ f~ been 1nterrupted by the pollce . Aiter the meetlng a. church
‘ ﬁ i‘was attacked, and 1t was then that the pollce attempted to-

5 X if ' disberse the crowd, and a.conflict ocourred.i?7

1751bidi, pp. 238-240,

17 6Ibld o Monday, June 5, 1848, pp. 331-332.
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1771pia., pp. 337-338.
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Georve Thompson bzought the matter up agaln three
days 1ater when he asked -for 1nformat10n about the ”out-_f
. rages" Whlch had been commltted by uhevaliwe on June iy m‘~‘:§\
agalnst "peaoeable, loyal and unoffendlng 1nd1v1dua18"'iﬁ’
; his pgnstltuenuy  He. asked for a Governmental lnqulry 1nfo
_this, casé He was- keeplng the pressure on the Government
and proba“ly trylng to brlng the pollce into dlsrepute Grey‘”
replled that he nad “made 1nqu1r1es 1nto oomplalnts of unpro»

voked aosaults by the- pollce, because he had received com—‘

>

 p1a1nts‘about their "brutal and barbarousJ behav1our from
résidents. He had recelved a great Qeal of eviderice whlch

' suggested that the pbllce had acted properly, and he read a
1etter from an Inspeutor Qobert Horn 11nk1ng, by 1mp11catlon \
a meetlng of Irish- Confederates, held at I OO P.M. w1th a

-f. Chartlst meetlng held at 5 OO P. M Accordlng to the

R il

Inspector the Chartlst meetlng, attendad by approx1mately
3 000 people, wasg qu1et until 6: 35 P M., when it broke up,

.and.between four andnfive hundred people}began to hurl stones\'

at a church? He concluded by reading from a‘constitﬁent"s,

letter praiSing the-behaviduriof\fhe police,kandfby sxéting
v " that. he had received eighty-one letters complaining about the

178

RS

-y W

inconvenience cauSed by such meetings.

On June 20, the Chartlst Radlcal Joseph Hume, made

-y

a motlon that natlo“al repraaentatlon should be extended to

»

‘ 1nclude ‘all househalders. that’ there ghould be a secret

‘ ballot, that the duration of Parllament should not exceed

SRS g ey RS o 1 e i o4 L oW

@

# 1?Blbid., Thursday, Juﬁe 8, 1848, pp. 502-510.
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‘thfee yeers,fand.fhat\”thefaﬁpoffioﬁmehﬁ;foﬁémﬁe?eiio
:’Populatlon bhall be made more equai 179~i§ effeét a‘mini~
Charter Henry Drummond the leeral Conservatlve Member @er; O
2“*‘F West Surney, chlded HUme Tor ralslng false hopes,*and.jor\
ba81ng the nece531ty for hls meaeure on. the Kennlnnton‘
‘Common dleturbanees, and for bellevnng that hls plan would .
preserve the peace better *han that dev1sed by the Govern-
ment .. He asked the Fouse not to usev"Cﬁartlst" as a térm of
r  ‘ reﬁfoac% 180” At one tlme the term "Reiormer" was reproach—‘gip\ 
\ ‘ful then came the name "Radlcal " and new mt was “Chartlst
‘ 'j The>Pr1me Mlnlster, howeVer relterated hls bellef
.in gradual reform but was not prepared to accept “the
rChartlst prlnclple that "evezy pereon of full age, and

,181

. ;}: A"unconv1cted of any crlme, ought to have a VOte »When

(%3

bthls debate was resumed on July 6 Joseph Hume»hoped that

in the 11ght of the nImerous petltlons on’ the subgect the .

‘QHouse would belleve that ‘the country was 1nterested in this

subject, as he certalnly was as he. 1ntroduced 31m11ar measures ;'
’regularly two or threevtlmes a year - 'He also p01nted eut
‘that although he ‘had been asked to brlng forward such a,

motlon befdre Ap%zl lO (i.e. before the Chartlet demonstrafion

P L. Tt 2 TR0 e

‘and petltlon presentatlon), he had not done so. He believed‘.
that all claseee\snpported'public order, and that the House

should cpnsider whether "the Radical Reformexe who were

s st g e, 8 e

o 1791pid:, -Thesday, June 20, 1848, p. 879,

180rp34., pp.. 906-909.  BlTbia., pp. 915-917.
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.mercperly ca]led Chartlsts, had any just: gr@unds ior %
\complamnt "18% He. clalmed that even the pec1al con°tables §

_ n Manchester, who had broken up a Chartlst meetlng on Aplll_ ‘ %i
.1;10 had stated %hat they were not confent w1th ‘the present §
o Astate of the House of Commons 18?;*\ ‘ ‘ ‘ o ‘ g
Mr . Serg‘ant Talfourd the leeral M P for Readlng,: :§‘

,poxnted out that ihe mlddle ola&ses daid not want the Chartevi if
He dld not contend however, that property ahould aiwavs be’ é,
the only quallficatlon for the franohlse, but he remlﬂded ;
the House that the subaect of thelr leglslat;on was often‘_f o ;i‘

k ;ru]ated to property He agreed that the worklng classes
,pOSsessed many good qualltles, but at thls tlme mahy were
. 111 eduoated and many were anolved in oatbreaks wh;ch :

turned them 1nto robbers and crlmlnals If he-could pef—

;\celve any oorrespondlng 1ncrease of the 1ntelllgence w1th

*the lncrease of power 1n the people s1nce 1832" he wOuld

. bupport not gust thls measure, but unlversal suffrage 18}
,"~.‘ Rlchard Cobden sald he had nothing against the\
Lhartlsts. but he was opposed to unlversal suffrdge -He\ | {\\§j

A

A o it
. . "y . Bt/ oA ik A7 %
e o osep AP ES A A AR R GRS P
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Lo drew the attentlon of his fellow M.P. s~to~the double-staﬁdard

preeey

fsupported by the Chartlsts,* If ‘as they held, a mén sh@uid

3

have the rlght to vote because he - pald taxes, S0 should a

R

. womarn. 185 0'Connor, naturally, spoke in favour of w1den1hg

the‘franchise, and did not address the issue ;alsedsby Cobden.

< o,

182
8@

“Ivia., pp. 879-881. ®Imnia., p. 885,

R

Ibid., vol. 100, Thursday, July 6, 1848, pp. 176-
177 ~ e .

‘1851bid}, pp. 183-188.
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.+ The Chartists waregnqtkpfepared‘fbr\suCh aﬂradidalfdhange‘in\
 1“a mélé—éominated”sooiety55:Whénftﬁe House*divided‘ Humé's '
186

;f ‘ mablon was defeated by éé? Votes : mhIS was anothal set- .

Rl

o baok for Hume, and Ior Chartlst hopes ‘*; ti :\: ~\";

- In Augusﬁ 18&8 whlle 3ntroduc1ng a motlon;in favour

?of the secret bal]ot Hénry Berkley, waer@l M. P for Brlsto;
ﬂ‘for eleven years, made a slasnxng attagk upon the Cnar+1sts

N I am aware that the persens calllng themselves
‘. ‘Qhartlsts, consider the ballot one of the- p01nts of
~ their ‘Charter. .I gonsider the ballot-disgraced by
_their advocacy, because I have.ever found them the .
" propagandists of violence, the enemies of reason, and.
RN ‘ . “the opponents of all reform but that 1ncluded in thelr :
Tl ~fown pecullar progect - - o L g

7

He did admit that there some con301entlous people am5n53t>
them but hlS admlsslon seemed grudglng 187 ‘
B The flnal reference in Parllament in l848 to the
\Chartlsts came 1n August when the Chartlst Radlcal Member »
‘ ~for Flnsbury, Thomas Wakley, presented a petltlon agréed to
at a publlc meetlng, complalnlng of the treatment of “the .
‘recently conv1cted Chartlsts who were 1mprlsoned 1n Ma1dstone~'

s | ‘Gaol Tng petltloners clalmed that the Home Secretary had

tlssued speclal orders fog the coercive. treatment Wakley

\hlmself belleVed thig allegatlon to be gnfounded, but.W1shéd\"

‘s. ) ‘ to have his beliefs Cohflrmed 188 .

Ibid., pp- 208~229.

‘18?Ibid.w‘TueSday;xAugust\B; 1848, pp. 1280-1241.
: é 188;§;gj, vol, 101, Friday, August 25, 1848, pp.i525;
526. ~ : o -
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Maldstone and a vasltlng magastrate at th prlson. Dodd Sald

. ¥ . N

mqglstrate he had seen those prlsoners ?h & weekly basxa, ,:‘

" and accordlng to Dodd they were very grateful for the 1enlent

~ >

treatment th@y were recelvang He went lnka.detalls about

‘xx;'\: thelr halrouts and thelr focd, and stressed that thej were ‘
. N 1‘ .. - ) + )
allowed acce$s to bOOko, subject to the ohaplaln s approval 189

o The arrests of natlonal lOCdl and allled Irlsh

: .

leaders weakened the Chartlst movement agaln and 3* began a

SRR &
or per onal 1ssues . The eccentrlc O‘Connorhp an to degenarate
mentally, and hl$ odd behav1our became an embarrassment to.
~Gbart1€m. In 1849 he had addressed the Queen as his "Well-.

SR Beloved Cousin™. and SLgned Nimself ”Feargus, Rex by the
‘ 190

%J '“3\1"';.\ Grace of the People " In February 1852 he Was gaoled for

a7 SR seven days for hltt¢ng A pollceman. In Aprll ne WEnt to the

“,
Ty
i
4

‘-‘g - ULs, A but~returned and _was soon’ 1n trouble agaln. ‘This \

y o S

~time Jt was for attacklng a fellow M P He apdioglzeq for

that act But on the follow1ng dayJ June 9, he attackead

o

another Member ard the HouQe pasged & motion that ‘Connor

should be taken \nto cqstody by the bergeant at Arms . 191

3 \

1891b1d., pp. 526 528 ;- i9OWard p. 230,

. ) ' 191hansard, vol. 122, Wednésday,~June g, 1852;.
p. 3730 L s : .

Y
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? u1eatment of the ilve Chartlst prlsorersf‘ As a v1sxt1ng .;: L

Coa e \ perlod of dls ntegrdtlon ahd spllnterlng ovgr largely reglonal .
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~On Jupe 10 Mr Beli 1nf6rmedgtne House that he had obtained
certlf;cates Prom two doctors statlng that in thelr oplnion

-0 Lonnor requlred medlcal tredtment Bell fe:t ihxt 0" Lonnor

gad been arrebted for an offenbe commztted when hL was of

i 2
unﬁound n1nd 192 Hls rele se‘was secured by hls 31ster,

- arrlet on June 16 “and he wés‘oommittéd'to the Chiswick

R asylum of Dr. Harrington Tuk 193

N -

mhose Chartasts who remalned foughi among themselveo,

l_and 1nbe they no Jonger posed any great threat to ;awg?nd
. v
‘-porder references to them in Parllament became fewer and °

fewer. 000&51onally petltions for the releaqe of Chartlst

.

prlsONers were presé;&ed but | for all 1ntents and purposes, the

ey

~‘par11amentar1ans no 1onger felt them to be an lmportaht 1ssue

After 0 “Connor's fall Chartlsm beoame even more frag—
mented, and its members reacted dlffarently to the. progress of
Cmid- Vlctorlan England However aS'DaVAd‘Jones states w1th a’

v

*real 1nslght 1nto the 1mportance of thls movement

N
‘ . -In thelr suppbrt for Chartist schools , halls, churches,
> ] " newspapers and estates; in their campaigns against capital

punishment, arny"flogging and impressment; and in their
belief that science and machinery should ultimately be
harnessed for the benefit of all, wa catch a glimpse of
. an- alternatlve society - eﬂalltarlan, humane and har-
, monious, 154 L.

> It 1s the fact thau the Chartists saw soclety in an optimistic
C. way, end‘were able to see andalternative way for. society o)

develop that’ makes them wor*hy of our attentvon in the

NN twentleth century

£l ’

1921bid., Thursday, June 10, 1852, p. 417.

lgBWard, p. 231. 1gaJones,‘p. 188,
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Lol S In bhe shoru term Lbe\Chartlst Movement faa led, but , sz

N . N

as tlme went by the radlcal polltlcdl aiws of +he Lharter
Wlth the exceptlon of annual parliamerts, werg achleved( Thus:
T tke ChartJStS helped to hape‘néz\Bhly‘the mié-ﬁinetéentﬁ
: centnry of whlch they were a part but algo twentletb century -
Brltlsh soclety f  ‘ »i; “.3{5"j“ - 7:\’ f oy
\ i In the perlod 1839 18@9 the Chartists trled to pressur
35m.‘\ 5f\; the members of - the ‘British Parllament $o adopt the “six polntu ‘:\ L
‘ of the Charter. They éaw the attalnment of polltlcal power o .
‘ as the meanb of obtalnlng 3001al 1nf1uence, and atiempfed to\\ ‘
exert the’ collectlve power of the class to human1ze the - k ﬁ"‘
S

. o -J‘env1ronmeﬁ% The Chartlst membars of the Brltl h- worklng

class, however, were on the whole mxsunderstood by the. Jppe“

B S, nd mldd]e ciasses of the country in- general and in Parllament

Y B _ T in partlcuiar The parliamentarians on the whole saw them:-, .
§ ~‘.f o se7wp> es the upholders of tge tradltaonal Brltlsh political”
%  and socmal 1nst1tut10ns agalnst a group of radicals whlch was‘
~E' . threatenlng tThem., The‘parl}amentarlans belleved themselves.

to be theﬁprqtectorslof the moral code which represented’

rivam 1ty N

the interests of all ¢lasses. The working class, héwever{ was -

o~

lE P Thompson, The Making of the nﬁgllsh Working
 Class, Londqn. Victor Gollamcz, 1963, p..913. ~

o st sy Soppo iy b8
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‘»_mlddle classes, and was 7ﬂtempt1ng tn move out of the old

 ‘pr1s1ng that the Chartlsts were supported by such a “small

~.‘ RN N

Lo T T 200

R . - v :
tnyin@’giiput 1tself 1nto a new IEldtlonShlp %o the upper and

B

N

mode of deference 1nto a new mode of 1ndependence. . I

The contradlctcryLperceptlons of the dlfferent ciasses

J——

,ﬂcan be seen 1n the parllamentarlans responses to the Chartxsts, T]H;

i1n Parllament 1n the decadﬁ 1839 1849, and lt 1s hardly sur—‘dl.T

o

e

R S SR LA S

W

jgroup of M P When Chartlsm "falled" there was no dou' :
- a colleutlve 51gh of relle 1n Parllament but a new pha é:};‘
'fof claas relatzonshlps was about tq begln and change was ‘
11nev1table.':;“.‘b ‘:§§:;j‘ ~ a
Ty
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: . B
e N ‘ - : '
N S .
S‘Z .
r
) .
N ! ! '
...... - SR NS .2



p——

T T L \ -
B P

,;<<

r

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Prlmary Sources : T

L lCrelghton Mandell . Memdidef §if Géorgqur§§;’ Preface by
\ R ‘ “Sir Edward Grey. Lgndon;fNew‘York: 'Lpngman,‘“reen
; and Co 1901 ' . : ; o

Dod Charles R Eloctoral Facis 1832 1853, Impartlally ‘
“ Stateds Susgex, The Harvester Press, 1972, First
publlshed in London, 1853 as rev1sed edition of the
work flrst 1ssued 1n 18’2 . .
“Duncmmbe, T 'S, The Llfe and Correbpondence of Thomas : -
: ' -, Slingsby Duncombe. VoOls.-1r, 2. ‘Edited by Tbomas h.‘
Duncombe London* Hurst and Blackett 1868 . o

hRY

\Hansard s Parllamentary Debates ) Thlrd Serles

-5Per10d1cals and Newspapers

1

ﬂ‘ McDoualI s Chartlst Journal and Trades AdVocatﬁ,'18&1.

W N :

"F;Nozthern Star, 1837 1852

'fQuarterly ReV1ew Vol 1XYV (1839):a

-m

\‘~The Tlmes

3

Secondary Sources

oAl

- Eooks{

Aspinall), Arthur.fﬂiérd}Brdugﬁam“and’the’Whig Party.
Manchester . Manchester Un1Ver81ty Press,. 1927 v

?1ake Robert The Conservatlve Party from Peel to ChuTChlll
London Eyre and Spottlswoode Ltd., 1970

Slaké Robert Dlsraell. \London:,\Eyre and‘S;mttlswoode Ltdﬂ;
, 1966 —-*7+—~—; RS ; i g

Cole, G.D.H. Chartist Portralts;f‘new York: MacMillan and
. Co. Ltd., 1961 Co -

IR PRSP —— AR

3



e i meane ¢ oy e T

o ey

B Mgy g sa A7 v me

£

Y A AR b WA e PN w T Ve e

. N . Yoo -
ST P S 1 I N Fas e Ty gt b N R e S, RN, . N W e g
AT R A LA ,\J“-‘\ et > ¥ Sf ¥ ‘.‘.‘5.m:.. Ty TRy B I S R R - R R P ¥ sl

-

\iﬁ‘ i

202

Gash, Norman. Mr. Secrstary- Peel. Cambrldge, Massachusetts:
Harvqrd University Press, 1961 . ‘ .

:Cashy\ﬂorman- Reaction and Reconstruction in*ﬁhgliSh“ e
Politics 1832-1852. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1965.7:

Gash, Norman. - Sir Robert Peel. “London: "Longﬁan Group Ltd.,
: 197L T R C ‘ T

hamﬁurgex, Joseph . James: ‘Mill and the Ard of Revolutlon
: New Haven: Yale Unlvers1ty Press, 1963 "

hamburger JQseph Intellectuais in PO}LthS, John ‘Stuart
Mitl and the Philosophic Radloals New Haven: Yale
Unlverszty Press, 1965. . .

Houghton, Walter E The Vlctorlan FTame of Wlﬁd New ‘Haven:
- Yale Unwverq1ty Press,‘1957 i ~

*‘Hovell Mark The Chartlst Mo%ement Mancﬁestér:'-mapchester
UnlvgrSLty Press, 1918 - ~ .

%

Joneg, David, J.V. . Chartism and the Chartlsts - London:
Penguln Books Ltd., 1975 !

Lubenow Wllllam C. The Pollt1cs of Goveznment Growth

. Newton Abbot David. and Charles Ltd., 1971.

~ Mather F g ; Chartlsm _London: The Historical Association,
195 PRI \

‘ Mather F.C. Public Order in the Age of" the Chartlsto
Manchester Manchester Unlver31ty Press, 1967.

M.

Macvntyre, Angus The leerator Danlel 0! Connell and_the
‘ Irish Party 1830- 1847, il@ndon_ Hamish Hamilton

Ltd , 1963,

Prast, Jonn.  Lord John Russell:’ Londor: The Machillan
Press Ltd 19?2 :

Radalnowzcz, Leon A Hjstory of English Criminal Law and
its Admlnlstratlon from 1750. Vol. L, London:
Stevens, 1848, :

Roberts, David. Paternalism in Early Vlctorlan Brigland .
: London: Croom Helm Ltd., 1979.

Slosson, Preston William. The\Decliﬁe of the Chartist
Jovement. London: “Frank Cass and Co. Ltd., 1916.

Stewart,‘Robert.‘ The Politics of Protection. London:
Cambridge University Press, 1971. '

SO b S vt

S D e PRER R
S o S . .



B R R TR e
SN \K‘?\‘“‘»\‘v._x.b'-kw.. e L T I UL

2073

Thompson, Dorothy " The parly Chgrtists.‘ London: The
. Macwlllan Press' Ltd. 1977 .

Thompson B, P The’Makln of the Engllsh Workxng Claso
London: Vlctor GO¢1&PC&, 1963,

Ward, J.T. Chartisn. Tondon: . B.T. Batsford Ltd., 1973.'

".&1egier, Phlllp Méloourne.uA‘BJograbhy~of William Lamb,
; znd Viscount Melbourne.® New York: Alfred A. Knopt,
- Imc., 1976. - :

AN

g

Pezlodxcals and Newsudpers

.Aydelotfe, Wllllam 0. "Votlng Patterns in the letLoh House
© " of Commons. in the 1840's."” Cowparative Studies in
Society and Hastory\ Vol. V, No. 2 (January 1963),
134- 153 ) i ;

“Aydelotte, William O. ' “The House of Common ih the»lS&O‘s\P‘
History 39 {(3954),: 2&9 262 ‘

Aydélotté, William O. "Partles and Issues id‘Earlkaictorian
. . England.” Journal of British Studies 5 {1966),
‘95_11@ : ¢ j . BN o

‘Aydelotte, Nllllam 0. "~ "The Fonservatlve and Radical inoeri
pretations’ of Early Victdrian Socigl Teglslation
Vlctorlan Studies 11 (1967 1968) ; 225 236,

ﬂClark, J:C.D. ‘"A General Theory of Party, Opp031t10n and
; Government, 1688~ 1832 " Historical Journal. Vol.
(23, No. z (1980), 295- -325.

Close, David. "The Forﬁation\of a Two~Paft& Alignment in
. i . the House of Commons between 1832 and 1841.%:
) Enpllsh Historical Rev1ew 84 (1969) 257277,

; “Harrnson,-B “and Holl]s, P. "Chartism, leerallsm ‘and the
) ~ - ) - Life of Rebert Lowary " English Historical Review
¢ s » LXXXIT (1967). : ' SR

Collections:

Dictionary of National Bicgraphy, Vols. VI, XX. London:
Ox ford Unlver51ty‘?ress, 1917.

¢ : " Briggs, Asa. "The Local Background of Chartism," Chartist
Studies. Edited by Asa Brlggs London: MacMillan
and Co. Ltd., .1959. '

rgaer

N

R NEURO S E ST S B N T B S S TN

. AU Y g«
hY



]
Y
K
N
. g
i~
i

o e Gt v i

o B MM A g e, G et

£

et

BBt s

LT VUL L UREFEUQUEUPID RNES SESURCA IS FWREPEIRS e oot T R e g

T S R S YN - . e . NN X N )
AR I S N RN TG A S R L ;,?!.;\J;.\_‘.w.\_ DOTRE M N R e S na e e N AU IamT REYY @ s

L 204

Brown, Lucy. "The Chaftists and the Anti-Corn Law League."
: Chartist Studles Edited by Asa Briggs. London:
“acﬂ11lan and Co. Ltdg} 1959. ‘

Chaloner, W.H. "The Agitation abnlnst the Corn Laws.
Popular Movements ¢, 1830-1850,  Edited by J. T‘ Ward.
London: MaoMJllan and Co. Ltd., 1970, '

Fearn, Hugh. "Chartlsm in Suffolk ' Chartist Studies.
, Edited by Asa Briggs. London: . MecMillan and Co
Ltd., 1959. : . o

Machskill, Joy. "The Chartist Land Plam,” Chartist Studies.
Ealted by Asa: Brlggs - London: MacMillan and Co.

Mather, F.C. ~"The Govefnmenf and the Chartists." Chartist

 Studies. Edited by Asa Brlggb “Londgn: MacMillan
and Co, Ltd “1959, - SN \

‘ ﬁgad 'Ddhald" “Cnartlsm’ln Manchesﬁer,“‘~chartist Studies.

Edited by Asa Brlggs London: -MacMillan and Co.
| Lta., 1959 - S B . ‘

Ward,- JL.T. "Brltaln c. 1830- 1850 The Baokground

Popular Movements c. -1830-1850. Fdited by J T.
Wurd London: MaCMlllan and Co. Lid , 1970

Wll]lams, Dav1d “Chartlsm in Wales.' Chartlst Studles

. Edited by Asa Briggs. London MaciMilian and Co.
Ltd., 1959 L ‘ : _

Wilson, Alex. "Chartlsm : Popular Movements e, 18}0—18§Q:
: Bdited by J.T. Ward London: MaeMillan and Co.
“Ltd., 1870. ) ' \ - ‘

Wilson,-Alex "Chartism in Glasgow." Chartist Studies.
Edi ed by Asa Brlggs London: = MacMillan and Co.

el SRRSAR IR >



gk LA L7 e s

SR N

AIRT BRI s <l

.

X,

3
¥:
i
D
\“.
\,

o R N ol L . . . > C
,.1»\\:.»,\\” 2P ¥y ‘t\,\ R A TR I O e I e N N T ST TR N i S R N S Y B

\Abpendik A

ATMS AND RULES: OF THE NATIOWAL

CHARTER ASSOCIATION®

A Plan for Organising the Crartists
of Great Britain

Agréed,upbn ét\a meeting of deleéates appointed by the people,
and held a} the Griffin Inn, Great Ancpast-Street, Manchester,
on Monday, July 20, 1840, -

-~ Designation of the Association

“1.- That the Chartists of, Great Britain be incorporated
into one Society to be called The Natlonal Charter ASSOL1d~‘
tion of Great Brltazn '

Objects

2. The object of this Assoc1at10n ls to obtain a ‘Radlcal_

" Reform' of the House of Commons, in other words, a full and
_ faithful Representation of the entire people of the Unlted

Kingdom,

Principles

3. The principles requisite to secure such a Representa-
tion of the people are:- The right of vohing for Members. of
Parliament by every male of twenty-one years of age and of
sound mind; Annual Electivns; Vote by Ballot; no property
qualifications for Members of Parliament; Pa\;men+ of members;
and & division of the kingdom into Flectoral Districto;
_g1v1ng to each district a proportionate number of Representa-
tives accordlng to the number of electors.

‘*Northern Star, 1 Auguét 1840,
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Maans

4. To accomplish the foregoing object none but peaceable
and constitutional means shall be employed, such as public
meetings to discuss grievances arising from the present
system; to show thg utility. of the proposed change, and to

. petltlon Palllament to adopt the same . =

Condltlono of Membershlg

5. All persons will become members ‘of the ASQOClQTlO“ on
condition .of sigi@g a declaration, SLgnlfrlng their agree- -
ment with its. ob3eotq, principles and constitution, w%en they
will be. presented with cards of membership which shall be

renewed quarterly, and for whicgh ‘they shall each pay the sum
‘of twopence.

Y v ) .‘"

Registration of Members

‘ ‘. ¥
&. A book shall be %ept By the Executive Council {(here-

inafter described) in which shall he entered .the names, 8.0

employment and residence of the members of this A85001at10n
+hroughout the kingdom.

Clasgses 5

7. Wherever p0851b1e,-*he members shall be formed into

‘classes of ten persons; which classes shall meet weekly or at

any other stated periods, as most convenlent; and one out

of, and by, esach class shall be nominated as leader (and
appolnted by the Executive™as hereinafter ordered) who shall
collect. from each member the sum of one penny per week, o .

the funds of the Assoglat%on :

}
Ward Divisions ]

8. FBach town, wherev&r{pwacticable, shall be divided into
wards and divisions accogding to the plan of the Municipal-
Reform Act. Oncé in every month a meetlng of the members of
the said ward shall be hgld, when addresses shall be deliver-

ed, and Soclety's business transacted. The leaders 'within
+he sald wards shall atioand the sald monthly meetings, and
give such a report of Tre state of thelr classes asg they may
deem best, provided dlways that such*report be given in .

‘\temperate and lawful 1anguage

T e N G W Sy oy <
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Election of Ward Collector

9. At the first meeting of each ward or division, a
collector shall be nominated {(afterwards to be appointed by
the Executive as hereinafter ordered) to whom shall be paid

3 ‘the monies collected from the classes by the leaders; and the

R i sald .collector shall pay the said money to the Treasurer

~(asqlbtant) of the town or borough at the weekly mbetlnw off
the ecouncil. ‘

quai Officers

' 10.  Each prlncwpal town w1t1 its suburban villages, shali

have a council of nine personb,_lncludlnv an assistant’
treasurer and secretary.

Duties of Local Treasurer
S
11." The. aforesald local treasurer shall recelve the money
from the ward collectors, and all the monies subscribed for
the Association in the said township and suburbs;-he shall
~ keep an exact account and transmit the proportLdt {one
m01ety) due once a month 0 the General Treasure

S

Dutles of Local Secretary

oot R AT S

12. The aforesald secretarv shall keep a minute book of
- all the transactions of the Town Council,; and a record of all
meetlngs connected with the Society in his jurisdiction, and
shall, with the sanction and under the direction of the said
Councal “transmit for publication such portions of the said
mlnutes or reoords as may be deemed necessary

proc e v i
L O

A

~

Duties of Loéal Council

-+ 13. The Town Council shall meet for the transaction of
business once every week, and shall have the powsr of
appropriating to the purposes of the soclgty.in their own
locality a sum not exceeding oné\half of the subscriptions
and other monies received in tnedsald locality. They shall

also see that the recommendatisons and instructions of the
Executive Council are carried, into effect, and they shall
have full power to adopt such means as may seem to them meet,
provided such meansg are in conformity with the fundamental
. rules of the Association and do not contravene ‘the de01010nQ“
s o of the Executive Council.
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County and Riding Government

- 14, In‘each County or Riding there shall be a council, ~
the number to be according to the circumstances and popula» ‘
tion of the said County or Rlding, with a sub-treasurer or
oecretary ‘ .

i Geheral‘Government«

15, The general. govermuent of +ms A55001a+10n shall be
-enirusted to a General Executive Council, composed of seven
persons including a Treasurer and Secrelary.

Duties of General Treasurer

16. The General Treasurer of- this Associatien shall. be
resporisible for all monies entru ted %0 him, in such penal’
sum as may be determined upon by the Executive Council; he

- shall keep an exact account of.all monies recelved and

expended by the Association, and shall once every month,

.. publish a statement of the same in the 'Northern Star'

'Scottish Patriot', and in such other of the Chartist news-
apers as may be selected by the Executive Council, and dnie
very three months a full balance sheet, which shall be first

examined by auditors appointed for the purpose by the rxecutave

Council, : :

Nomination and Blection of
the Executive Council !

-

17. The nomination of candidates for the Executive
Committee shall take place in the Counties and Ridings, each

- County or Riding being allowed to nominate ope candidate on

the first day of December each year - the names of the persons
_so nominated shall be returned immediately by the secretary,
‘called sub~secretary of the County or Riding to the CGeneral
Secretary - (this year to the Secretary of the Provisional
Committee who have full powers. to carry this plan into effect
in the best possible manner) - and a list of the whole to be
transmitted by him, per post, to all the local {assistant)
Secretaries, who shall take the elections of thelr localities
on the first day of January following, and immediately for-
ward the result of such election to the General Secretary,
who shall lay the same before the Executive for examination,
and by thelr order publ¢sh within one week of receiving the
whole of such returns in the ‘Northern Star', 'Scottish
Patriot', and in any other Demcecratic Journal 2 list of the
majorities, and . declare who are the persons duly elected.
The Executive Council shall be elected for itwelve mo:.ths,

. when a new Council shall be chosen in the marner and at the
" period aforesaid, outgoing members being eligible for re-

election.
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: Remuneratlon of Oiflcmrs

Compensation
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Power and Duties of the Bxecutive .

19. The .Executive Council shall be empowered %o qdopb sny
weasure for the advancement of the objects of this Associa-
tion as may be consistent with its fundamental laws, for-
which purpoase they shall have the disposal of one half, ait
least, of the monies coliected. throughout the 3ov1ety and

’lodged w1th the general Treasurer. They shall’ Qpp01nu a1l

the members of the County or Riding and Local Councils, and -
all officers throughout the ﬂSSOLlathH in The aDpovntment
of whow, however, they shall be conflned to those who may ve

nominated by the members rEbldent in each placae.

1

Time of Nomlnatlon and Appeintment of
Subozdlnate Council and: OfIlcers

20, To prevent any 1nterrupxlon of the elgection of the
Executive Council, the nomination of. County or Riding Coun-
c®ls shall annually take place on the lst aay of February of
edch year, and the appolntmen+ on the’ lst uay of March

"21." The Generdl Secretary shall be paid for his services
the sum of 2 per weék, and each wember of the Executive

> Council the sum oi'Aﬂl]lOs per week during the period of

thair sittings.

22. The members of the Executive shall be sntitled to
cempensation for the loss consequent upon their acceptange
of office, either be being me}0¥§d as missionaries during
ahy recess that may happen while they continue in their
official capacity, or in-.such other way as may be most con-

.venient for the Association; the gueation of compensation to
"be determined by the County or Riding councils. When menmbers

of the Executive shall be employed ag missionaries, their
salaries shall be the same as when emplioyed in the Council.
Cogch-hire, and one half of any other incidental expenses
shall be paid to them In addition, by the parties who may
reguest thelr services, or in the event of being employed
by the Bxecutive to open new districts, lhe same proportion
of expenses shall be agllowed out of the general fund.
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Appendix B

.

uRIEVANChS CONTAI\FD in THL 1842

NATIONAL PETITION ‘ | ‘

s

The worklhg classes had no parl;amentary representa*lon
although uney paWd taxes .

There - were gross 1hoqua}111es in representatnon

There Was much b1¢bery and oorruptlon 1n electzohs

.‘;Many people were llv1ng in poverty and dlstress yet the
~House still opera*ed a cruel “Poor-Law.

= .
*
N

There was an enormous difference betWeen the wages of the

- poor and the salaries of the rich, i.e. between the pro-

10.
11,

12,

13,

kduc1ng and non- produ01ng members of 8001ety

“The people s right t0 meet ¢ree1y in pubilc plages had. .

bean . 1nfr1nged and 500 had been gacled after beling trlpq
by "packed™ JUFIGS i '

. An unconstltutlonal pollce foroe wag: dlstrlbuted country—

wide to prevent the people from exer0331ng their rights.-
A great army was malntalned at public expense

Factory houra were t00 1ong

Agrlcultural W’Tkerb were¢pa1d ‘starvation Qages
Monopol;es exmsted. ‘

Taxes were imposed on basic n608881$les

Lomquborv suppordt of the established Church was 1mposed

"al,hough mbst of the working class were dissenters.

PP-

S TIE R SR

Hansard, Third Series, vol. 62, Monday, May~2, 1842,
1376-1381. P -
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AppendiX_C

INENT CHARTISTS 1R 1841

_ Weaver 130 Gardener
Shoe~waker 97 Mechanic
Tailor . - 58 Moulder
Framework knitter 33 . Nailern
Cordwainer T 30 . Needle-firiisher

- Dabourer 19 Warper
Carpenter 18 atchmaker
Joineir. 17 Baker
‘Wool- comoer : 17 Boot-wcloser
Boot- and shoe maker j;lB ‘Bricklayer .. -
Mason ) Brush-makey
Hatter ‘12‘ Chair-maker
Potter N B N Currier
~Printer .10 Enginser
Painter 10 . Hairdresser
Spinner ., 10 ‘Lace-maker
Newsagen+ N 9 Machine-maker
Stonemason . g - Plumber
Pitman ° , L8 Pubiican .
Smith 8 . Shipwright

* S8ilk-worker .7 .7 Tinman
BlocK-printer- 7 Watch-and clock- maker

Boot-maker 7 Blacksmith - :
Flax-dresser 6 Brags-founder
Cabinet-maker - 6 Carver
Calico-printer -6 China-painter
Cloth- dxesser 6 China-potter
Dyer . &) Clothier
‘Basket-maker 5 " Confeciioner
Bogkseller 5 - Dairyman
Grocer g - Farmer
Glover g -Fitter

‘Llnen—weaver -5 Framesmitn
Plasterer 5 Greengrocer
Schoolmaster 5 Millwright
Twister 5 Ne :dle-stamper
Turner - 5 Puttern-maker
Button-maker L Fucker
Carder oL Pan-maker
Cooper ‘ _ L Paper-stalner

‘ Tustian cutler & Pipe-maker

211
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Sheet-iron- rolier Horse-shoer

- Shoupman | ~ House agent
« Stationer Leather-cutter
. Tool-maker . Leather-dealer
“Upholstarer o Letter-press printer
. Workhouseman Locksmith
- Whitesmith Medicine-dealer.

¢ - . . Beer-seller
Be som-makern
©  Banding-ms nufactulor

Medel ~-maker
- Newsvendor )
Needle-hardener

Coach- trlmmer
Coal-dealer .

+ Twist-hand
Weaver and newsagent

‘Bleacher Needle-maker ‘
‘Bookbindar ~ Needle-pointer

i Bodkin-maker . _Overlooker -
[ 8 Brewer . Paper-maker

¥ Book-keeper Porter

3 Bragier .Rag Merchant.

o Brightsmith . Salesman

v ".Brass-~finisher Screw-turner

8 " Brick-maker Shopkeeper

X Butcher - Sign-writer

e " Block-cuttar Snaffle-maker

3 Plater Striker

s Quarryman ‘Stuff-dresser

g Reed-maker - Tea-dealer

P Carter . Tilt-maker.

EN ; * . .Chartist mlsslonary - Tinplate- -worker
3 e Clerk: . Trunk-maker .
k3 Collier - . Watch-glass-cutter
S Dirt-refirer . - Wire-drawer

o Draper Saddler

& Dresser Sawyer »
1 Enamel-fireman © Shipsmith

" Engraver : +? Silk-gloyer

N ~ Fancy- sllk h031er‘ " s o, Spur-maker,

3 Fancy- weaver Stay-maker

N . Fish-hook-maker  Stripper

Fishing-tackle-maker "Stuff- -presser -

O e el e e o e T e e el e e e e el e e el e o e e e VR R S VRV
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Forger \ Teazle-setter

Y Foundryman Tinner

. : Forgeman ] , Tobacconist

{ Harness-maker = ot Twine-spinner

R Hawker Veterinary surgeon
N Hinge-maker Wheelwright \
. _VWool-sorter

LY
‘;y . kTOtaL 853
i .

¥

v . '
_ Source: Nom;nations to the General Council 1n the
& .+ - Northern Star, 1841,
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Appgndix D 1 . %

%LES AND RLGL;LAT'GNS OF THE CHAR? ST
" LAND [e8 OPERATIVE COMPANY }

To consist of an unllmlted number of shareholder . Shares|, : ‘;"%

£ 2 10s. each. . . T 3

To be paid in weekly settlemento of 3d , 6d., ls., anmd - R +

' upwards : : »
Obgects of the 3001ety _ ‘ o ) ;: o f
TQ purchase 1and on whlch to locate such of its members as . o

‘may be selected for that purpose, in order to demonstrate to
. the working classes of the kingdom - firstly, the value of .
;Land ag a. means of making them independent of the grinding 3

! -capitalists; and, secondly to shew them the necessity of
securing the speedy enactmegnt of the 'People- Charter”, which
;ohould do for them natiovnally, what. this. soc1ety proposes to .
~do sectionally: . the accompllshment of the political and.
o - social. emanc1natlon of the enslaved and degraded working
S clabbes belng the pecullar object of the 0001ety
‘~f‘\ S i\(» - Source: Northern~5tar, 3\Méy°18h5. . o j' ‘* . o
i : R . o o i
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‘Appendix E
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GF ALL THOSF‘M w"'S W”O'”UPPORTED )
© CRAWFORD' AMENDWEWT ON

\
FEBRNARY ¥, 184%
- ‘ a"; ) .

‘i’\, ."‘ s N ;

E.G. Barnard (Liberal. - Greenw1ch)
Capt s Bernal (Liberal - Rochester)
“R.J . Blewitt (Liberal - Monmouth)
P J.J. Bodkin (Liberal - Galway)
‘Dr J . Bowring (Chartist Radical - BOAtOH)
J. Bright (Liberal - Manchester):
Brotherton {(Liberal - Salford)
. Cobden (Liberal. - Stockport) -
.. Collett (Liberal - Athlone)
Currie (Liberal - Northampton)
. Duncombe (Chartist Radical - Flnbbury)
. Elphinstone (Liberal - Lewes) ..
. Fielder {Chartist Radical - 0Oldham) : :
.M. Gibson {(Liberal - Manchester) - N R S
Gisborne {Liberal - Nottingham) e ~ '
Hindley (Libeéral - Ashton Under Lyne)
Hume {Chartist Radical - Montrose) |
en. - Johnson {(Liberal - 0ldham) :
ap J H Plumrldge (Liberal - Penryn and ralmoutﬁ)
L Rlcardo {Liberal - Stoke- onuxven+) T
.&. Roebuck (Liberal - Bath)
Tnornely (Liberal - Wolverhampton)
S Trelawny (Liberal - Tavistock)
on. C. Villiers (Libsral - Wolverhampton)
. Wakley (Chartist Radical - Finsbury)
. Warburton {(Liberal - ‘Kendal) ~
.G. Ward {(Chartist Radical - Sheffield)
. Williams (Liberal - Coventry)
.R. Yorke (Liberal - York)
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Tellers: ' S. Crawford (Liberal - Rochdale)
o R. Wallace (Liberal - Greenock)

Ayes 29; Noes 285:~  Majority 256
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