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A b s t r a c t

. .JDkt Idcajo

NteryMzabeth  Anne Lànii.e . 
■

June 9 ,  1985 . . \

To examine t h e  development  o f  s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p e s  In  t h e  c h l l . d re n  

o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  w o r k i n g  m o t h e r s , ,40 c h i l d r e n  between t h e  ages o f  

■ 5 -and' 7 were t e s t e d  .w i t h  t h e  Sex S t e r e o ty p e  Mea'supe I I .  Chl l .d ren 

were asked t o  c a t e g o r i z e  s e x - r o l e  s t e r e o t y p i c  a t t r i b u t e s  as 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ^  o f  one o f  f o u r  response c a t e g o r i e s :  g i r l s ,  b o y s , '

both g i r l s ,  and boys,  and a mys tery  box. R e s u l t s  r e v e a le d ,  t h a t  

o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  p ro v id e d  more androgynous responses than  younger 

c h i l d r e n .  There  was no d i f f e r e n c e  be'tween males and fe ma le s  I'n 

t h e i r  .assignment o f  s t e r e o t y p i c  a t t r i b u t e s  y e t  mal e s e x - t y p e d  

a t t r J  bu te s  ' were ' a s s i g n e d ' w l t h , .  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  f requency  

' t h a n ' f e m a l e  se x - typed  a t t r i b u t e s  by both sexes.  . An o b j e c t i v e  

measure o f  t h e  s o c ia l  'd es l  r ab i  I I t y  of- t h e  s t  6.0 ,0017  pi, c g e n d e r - r o l e  

a t t r i b u t e s  was deve loped and t h e  r e s u l t s  I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

.■no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  be-fween th ese  a t t r  I b u t e s -on t h i s  measure 

, o f  s o c ia l  d e s l r a b l l  I t y  by e i t h e r  fa na l  es or  males.  ' ;



, .. I n t r o d u c t i o n

Many s t u d i e s  have i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  ' exi  s te nc e  o f  s e x - r o l  e

s t e r e o t y p e d  - in v a r i o u s  -age » groups and p o p u l a t i o n s .  'Numerous

s t u d i e s  o f  , 'ch 11 d r é n ' s s e x - r o i  è devei opment have shewn t h a t  t h e

s t e r e o t y p i n g  p rocess  Is, a l r e a d y  e v id e n t  in  c h i l d r e n  as yqCing as

■ 2 - t o - 3 y e a r s . o l d  (G.ettys & Cann, 1981; Kuhn, Nash, & Bruck en ,  V978;

Re is  & W r i g h t , '  1 982; S.l.aby S ’ F re y ,  1-975) . '
'

Four issues a r i s i n g  f r om  t h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  a re  addressed by th e  

p r e s e n t '  s tu dy .  F i r s t ,  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  5 - , 6 - ,  and 7-yea'r--b| ids I s  i nvesf-i  ga te d .  T h i s  age 

■ 'g ro u p  has been shown by t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  as d i s p l a y i n g  a h ig h  degree 

o f '  s t e r e o t y p i c  responses  ( G a r r e t t ,  Ei n, & T rem aine,  1977; Payne, 

1981; Tremaine ,  Scha.u, & Busch,  1982; W i l l i a m s ,  B e n n e t t ,  & B e s t ,  

1975) .  To e x p l o r e  t h e  degree o f  c h i l d r e n ' s  s t e r e o t y p  I ng, t h e  Sex 

S t e r e o ty p e  Measure I-1 (SSM I I )  was used . '  - T h i s  measure,  o r i g i n a l l y  

de v is ed  by W i l l i a m s ,  B enne t t ,  and B e s t  (197 5) as t h e  Sex S t e r e o t y p e  

Measure (SSM), was r e v i s e d  and ex tended by B e s t  e t  a t . ( 1 9 7 7 ) .

Th I S':-i ns t ru meh t  was, devei  oped t o  a s s e s s ' a  c h i l d ' s  knowledge of 

t h e  fe ma le  and o f  t h e  mal è '  s t e r e o t y p e /  The f i r s t  s te p -  in  I t s  

devei opment - by W l l i - l a m s - e t  a l . ' ' ( I 9 ' 7 5 )  i n v o l v e d  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e '  

300 -  i tem A d j e c t i v e  Check L i s t  (Gough & H e l l  brun,- 1965) t o  50 male 

and 50 fema le  c o l l e g e ;  s t u d e n t s  I n s t r u c t i n g  them ■ t o  se I e c t  ' t hose
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a d j e c t i v e s  which  were niore'  f r e q u e n t l y  a s s o c ia t e d '  w i t h  women th an  

w i t h  men and. v i c e  ve rsa  ( W i l l i a m ’s & B e n n e t t ,  1975; W i l l e m s  & Be s t ,  

1977) .  An a d j e c t i v e  was In c lud ed  as p a r t  o f  o n e /o f  t h é  s t e r e o t y p e s  

I f  t h e r e  was consenus by a t  l e a s t  75$ o f  t h e  male s u b j e c t s  and 75$. 

o f  t h e  fe ma le  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  was de sc r  I p t  I ve  ' o f  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  sex.  . Jh I r t y - t h h e e  a d j e c t i v e s  compr ised th e  male 

• s t e r e o t y p e  and 30 a d j e c t i v e s  t h e  fern a I e s t e r e o t y p e .

' I n  t h e  second p a r t  o f  t h i s  p ro cedure ;  W i l l i a m s  and h i s  

. c o l l e a g u e s  a t t e m p te d  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  a d u l t  s t e r e o t y p e s  I n t o ,  a 

v o c a b u l a r y  t h a t  oou ld  be r e a d i l y  unders to od  by c h i l d r e n .  A panel 

of  'A . Judges,  I n c l u d i n g  2 - p s y c h o l o g i s t s -  and 2- undergrad uate  

psycho logy  s t u d e n t s ,  composed s im p le  s t o r i e s  t o  I l l u s t r a t e '  t h e  - 

a d j e c t i v e s .  -.Some a d j e c t i v e s ,  wh ich  were - d l f t l c u l t  to -  t r a n s i  a te  

( e . g . ,  f l i r t a t i o u s )  were e m i t t e d  w h i l e  g r o u p s - o f  a d j e c t i v e s  which 

appeared synonymous ( e . g . ,  a dven tu rous ,  d a r i n g ,  and - courageous)  ■ 

were r e p re s e n t e d  by a s i n g l e  s t o r y .  The r e s u l t i n g  measure - inc luded • 

12 c h i l d r e n ' s  s t o r i e s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  male s t e r e o t y p e  deve loped 

f rom 25 o f  t h e  33 a d u l t  male s t e r e o t y p e  a d je c t " I v e s .  The female  

s t e r e o t y p e  was -also r e p re s e n t e d  by 12 c h i l d r e n ' s  s t o r i e s  deve loped • 

f rom 2A o f  t h e  30 a d u l t  fe ma le  s t e r e o t y p e  a d j e c t i v e s .  . These 2 'I 

s t o r i e s  composed t h e  l . n l t l a l  SSM ( W i l l i a m s  ,et a l . ,  1975) which was 

rev  Ised by Be st  e t 'a I . '  (1977) r e s u l t i n g  In  SSM I I .  SSM I I  I n c lu d e s  

'32 s t o r i e s ' , '  1.6 r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o - c a l l e d  " f e m a l e " ,  t r a i t s  and 16

I  -
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r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o -c a |  I ed "m a le "  t r a i t s  (see Append ix  A ) .  Th I r t y - 'ope  

A,of  t h e  mole t r a i t s  and 28 o f  t h e  fema le  t r a i t s  a re  r e f l e c t e d  l.n 

■ th ese  new srfor I es.  ■ V ,

yA t h i r d  s te p  In the, devei opment o f  SSM I I  was to .  check whe th e r  ■ 

. ■ th e  r e s l i k t l n g  s t o r i e s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  adul  t  s t e r e o t y p e s . . .The SSMvl I 

' I tems were va l  I da ted by g l v I n g  them t o  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  who were 

askéd t o  - I n d i c a t e ,  f o r  each I tem, whe ther  I t  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

>omen o r  men. E ig h t y  p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  . th e  

a d j e c t i v e s  w i t h  t h e  expected sex. A I. so, t h e  responses f rom each 

.si u dent  were sco red  t o  de te rm ine  t h e  number which  were s t e r e o t y p i c .

Of t h e  16 fema le  I tems, t h e  thean - number was 14.8', w h i l e  15.1 was t h e -  

mea'n number f o r  t h e  16 male I tems s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  I tems f rom 

SSM I I a d e q u a t e l y  co r resp on de d  t o  t h e  a d u l t  s e x - t r a i t  s t e r e o t y p e s .  

Fu r th e rm ore ,  I l l u s t r a t i o n s  o f  a man . a n d - o f  a woman were drawn • 

’ " ' to  accompany each Of t h é  SSM M s t o r i e s .  In t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n , -  

l i n e  drawings  were used but  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o b t a i n e d  sugg es ted  t h a t  

m e th o d o lo g i c a l  p roblems cogl  d r e s u l t  f rom s t o r y - p |  c t u r e  confounds 

( W i l l i a m s  e t  a l . ,  1 9 7 5 ) ^ "  A c c o r d i n g  t o  _W 11 I-1 anis, - the  c h i l d r e n ' s ^ .

- responses  may have beerl  I n f l u e n c e d  by' t h e  male and fe m a le  f i g u r e s  

possess ing.  In h e re n t '  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s .  W i l l i a m s  

suggested m i n i m i z i n g  such prob lems  by u s in g  "s p ec l . f  lea l  I y p re pa red  

drawings of  persons t h a t  a re  l .d eh t l ca l  In a l l  r e s p e c t s  e xcep t  t h e  

cues used t o  d e f i n e  sex "  (p.  6̂ 11 ) . '  -To' t h i s  ..end. Best  e t  al .



(1977)  deve lope d  b la c k  s i l h o u e t t e s  of, . g i r l s -  and boys '  In v a r i o u s  

poses.  The p re s e n t  expo.r I merçt a t t e m p te d  t o  deal w i t h  t h i s

m e th o d o lo g i c a l  probl  eni by us in g  "  s t  I ck "  f i g u r e s  whose sex was'  

d e f i n e d  by h a i r  s t y l e  and - c l o t h i n g  hu"*" who were I d e n t i c a l ,  In a l l  

o t h e r  r e s p e c t s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  those  f i g u r e s  d id  n o t  appear  t o  have 

any In h e re n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o r  p re sen t '  poses - which cou ld  be 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  any of  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  used (see Append ix  B ) .

In t h e  p re s e n t  study., c h i l d r e n  were a s k e d ' t o  ass ig n  a t t r i b u t e s '  

f rom SSM II  t o  one of  f o u r  response c a t e g o r i e s ,  namel y 'gl r !  s, boys,

both g i r l s  atid boys, and a "m y s te ry  box" which  was t h e  e q u i v a l e n t

o f  a " c a n n o t  say "  c a t e g o r y .  . E a r l i e r  r eS ôa rc h e rs  used . o n l y - t w o  

response c a t e g o r i e s :  boys o r  g i r l s .  C h i l d r e n  were asked t o

I d e n t i f y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a t t r i b u t e s , , o r  c a re e r s  as b e l o n g i n g  t o  one of  

these  two c a t e g o r i e s .  From t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  I t  was conc luded t h a t  a 

c h i l d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  ^ t e r e o t y p e  In c re as e s  w i t h  age ( G q t t y s  & Cann, 

1981; Leahy & ' S h i r k ,  1984; R e is  & W r i g h t ,  1'982; ■ War.d, 1 985; 

W i l l i a m s  ' e t  a l . , ' 1 9 7 5 ) .  .-However, a m e th o d o lo g i c a l  a r t i f a c t  has 

been p o i n t e d  o u t  In t h a t -  t h e  ch 11 dr'en ’ were p re sen te d  w i t h  a 

t w o - c h o i c e  respons,e- f o r m a t  ( S t e r l c k e r  & Kurdek,  1982; U rberg ,  

1 9 8 2 ). When s t u d i e s  . I nc l ud ed  an androgynous ca te g o ry  ' such as

"b o th  males  - -and  fe m a les " , '  c h i l d r e n  d i s p l a y e d  . less . r i g i d  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  and p r o v id e d  more 'androgynous responses  w i t h  age 

(G 'are t t ,  £ l n ,  .& Tre maine ,  1 977 ; Marantz  & M a n s f i e l d ;  1977; Payne,
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1 9 8 1 S t e r  I c k e r '&  Kurdek,  1982;'  U rb e rg ,  1982) .  To overcome T h is  

m e th od o lo g i c a l  p robl  on, t h e  c a te g o r y  "both  boys and g i r l s ' . '  ;was 

t h e r e f o r e  I nc luded  In th  I s s t u d y .  • - '

A l so ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  w o rk ing  women o n l y ,  were 

s e le c t e d  f o r  t h i s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Research has shown t h a t ,  change 

In s e x - r o l  ë s t e r e o t y p i c  behav iou r  Is  I I k e l y  t o  occu r  In t h i s  

p o p u l a t i o n  more r e a d i l y  thah  In o t h e r  p o p u l a t i o n s .  . The data  

suggest  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i t h  h ig h e r  leve l  s . o f  e d u c a t i o n  a re  I I k e l y . t o ,  ' 

f o s t e r  more n o n - t r a d l t l o n a l  s e x - r o l  e a t . t i  tu de s  (Bandura & W a l t e r s ,  \  

1963) and' t h a t  women and men who s t r i v e  f o r  g radu ate  'degrees . 

exp ress  more L ib e ra l  s e x - r o l  é b e l i e f s  .( LI pman-BI umen, ' . 1 ^ 7 2 ;  ■ 

Zukerman, 1981; Zukerman & Say re ,  1981) .  . • •

In a study .cond uc ted  by. Marantz .and Mgns'f 1‘el d (19 7 7 ) ,  th e  

Impact of  m o t h e r ' s ’ employment on' s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p e s  In f  èmal é 

c h i l d r e n  was e x p lo r e d .  I t  was found  t h a t  dau gh te rs  of w o r k i n g  . 

mothers  he ld  f ew er ,  s ex -ro l e- s t e r e o t y p e s ,  and t h a t  s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  

.decreased w i t h  ago In both groups.  An I n t e r e s t  I ng r  el atLqnsh i p ‘ 

between m o th e r ' s .  empi oyment s t a t u s ,  degree of s t e r e o t y p i n g ,  and age 

of  s u b je c t '  was ' .noted.  , . Working  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  mother  was not  . 

r e l i a n t ,  t o , ,  s t e r e o t y p i n g  In - 5 - t o - 6  y e a r - o l d s  o r  in 9 - t o - 11 

y e a r - o l d s ;  5 - t o - 6  y e a r - o l d s  d i s p l a y e d  r i g i d  s t e r e o t y p i n g -  w h i l e  

9 - to-. 11 year o ld s  showed I I t t j e  s t e r e o t y p l / i g .  However, s t e r e o t y p l n g  

1 n 7 - t o  B - y e a r -o l 'd s  Was o p t i m a l l y  a f f e c t e d . b y  materna l  work s t a tu s ' .



F u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  the- c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  w o r k i n g  m others  a f f e c t  t h e

■ a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s e x - r o l  o s t e r e o t y p e s  In  f e m a le  c h i l d r e n  Is  p ro v id e d  

by U rbe rg  (1982).■ In her  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  daugh te rs  o f  ' y^ork I ng

mother 's h e ld  fe w e r  s e x - t y p e d  vl,ews t h a n  t h e  daugh te rs  ■ of

■ non-workl „ng mo th e rs  w h i l e  t h e  same d id  not  h o ld  t r u e  f o r  t h e  sons.

To .summarize, t h e  above l i t e r a t u r e  suggested t h a t  th e  I n c l u s i o n

of  -the ca te g o ry  "bot i f '  boys and g i r l s "  wou ld  le a d '  t o  a ' 'more

androgynous manner of  re sp on d in g  ' I n  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  and ' t h a t
• >» '  •

p r o f e s s i o n a l  Women w e r e . I  i k e l y  t o  encourage ' t he  e x p r e s s io n  o f  less  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s e x - r o l  e v iew s .  in a d d i t i o n ,  w o r k i n g  mothe rs  appeared ■ 

t o  t iave g r e a t e r  Impact  on s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p i n g  In fe ma le  c h i l d r e n  

compared t o - m a l e  c h i l d r e n  (Urberg ,  1982) w i t h  t h e  age . group of  

7 - t o - B - , y e a r - 6 l  d fema les  be ing  . ' o p t i m a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by maternal  

employment (Marggtz  & M a n s f i e l d ,  1 9 7 / ) .  Since the p re sen t

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  ca te g o ry  "b o th  boys and g i r l s "  and 

s e l e c t e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l , -  w o r k i n g  woman o n l y ,  t h r e e  

hypotheses .were .d eve loped .  F i r s t ,  ' I t  was exp ected  t h a t  both 

" f e m a le s  a n d 'm a l e s  wou ld  . se lec t  more androgynous th a n  . s t e r e o t y p i c  

resp onses ;  s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  o l d e r ,  c h i l d r e n  would  pVov I de  ̂more 

androgynous responses t h ah  younger  ones;  and t h i r d l y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  

w o u l d - b e  no d i f f e r e n c e ' ’ between o l d e r  fema les  and ol  der -  .mal es In 

t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  androgynous responses .  - A l th ough  t h e  a tove,  

s t u d i e s  sugges ted  .the l i k e l i h o o d  of fema le  c h i l d r e n ,  e s p e c i a l l y
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those between "the ■ ages o f  7 t o  8 ,  e x p r e s s in g  fe w e r  sex' - ty ped y lews 

th a n  t h e i r  male c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I t '  s hou ld  be ' ac te d  t h a t  these  

c h i l d r e n  hëd w o r k i n g  mothers .  In t h i s  s t u d y ,  a l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

had p r o f  essi  ona I , wor.kj ng mothers  w I t h  t h e  te rm  be in g

synonymous w i t h  educated ;  a l l  of  t h e s e  women had a t  l e a s t  one 

u n i v e r s i t y  .degree and more o f t e n ,  they  had two u n i v e r s i t y  degrees.  

T h e r e f o r e ,  I t  was hoped t h a t  t o  th ese  .mothers I t  wou ld be j u s t  as 

Im po r ta n t  t o  e f f e c t  changes In s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p i c  v ie w s  h e ld  by 

the'f r  sôns as those. he( d-by t h ô l r  dau gh te rs .

The second area t h a t ' t h e .  p re s e n t  s t udy  e x p lo r e d  w.as whe th e r  a 

d i f f e r e n c e  e x l s ‘fed between b o y s .a n d  g i r l s  .In t h e i r  ass ignment  of  

s t e r e o t y p i c  g e n d e r - r o l e  a t t r i b u t e s .  Recent, s t u d i e s  have su pp o r te d  

t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  males as a group s t e r e o t y p e  more th an  fe ma le s  

(Payne., 1981; S t e r l c k e r  & Kurdek,  1982; U r  be ng, j  982 ) .  Because of- 

I t s  s e l e c t i v e ,  homogeneous p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h i s  I nv'est I g a t l  o n - p r e d i  çrfed ' 

t h a t  t h e r e  iwou ld  be no d i f t e r e n c e  between boys and g i r l s  on t h i s  - 

dl mensi on. '. ' ' .

. .As a , t h i r d  o b j e c t i v e ,  th  I s ' r esea rch  I n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  

f r eq ue ncy '  w i t h  y*hlch ' p a r t i c u l a r  s t e r e o t y p i c  ( f e m a le  v e r s u s ,  male)  • 

g e n d e r - r o l e  a t t r i b u t e s  were s e le c t e d  by both sexes,  h y p o t h e s i z i n g  , 

t h a t " t h e r e  you Id  be no d l f f e r e h c e  on t h i è  measure.  ' A l t hou gh  t h e r e  

I s ey Idenc.e whl ch sugg es ts  t h a t  t h e  mal e s t e r e o t y p e  I s I earned a t  a, 

much e a r l i e r  .age ( W l l l l a m s ' i  B e s t ,  .1982) and t h a t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p i n g



o f  male a t t r I  Sûtes o c c u rs  more ' o f t e n  t h an  t h e  s t e r e o t y p i n g  o f

fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  (B e s t , '  1982; Payne, 1981; Ward, 1985) ,  ' I t

was hoped t h a t  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  of  p ro f e s s i o n a l  women wou ld  l ea ^  t o  a ,

• c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  past- r e s e a rc h .

As - a f o u r t h ,  bu t  n on e th e le s s  .p r im ary  area o f  I n t e r e s t , ,  the

p re s e n t  s tudy  ex p lo re d  t h e  s o c ia l  d e s l r a b l l  I t y  among c h i l d r e n  o f

f h o  fe ma le  and male  s t e r e o t y p e s .  Tl ie b u l k  o f  r e l a t e d  resea rch  has

been conducted w I th  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n s  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  has l i m i t e d

genera l  IzabI  M t y .  E a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  I n d i c a t e d  I h a t  m ascu l in o

a t t r i b u t e s  were p e r c e i v e d  as p ossess in g  g r e a t e r  s o c ia l  v a lu e  than

■ '

f .emlnine t r a i t s  (Broverman, Broverman, C la r k s on ,  Rosenk ra ntz ,  &

Voge l ,  V970; Lynn,  1959; S h ' e r r l f f s  & McKee-, 1 957 ; '  .Rosenkrantz ,

Voge l ,  Bee, Broverman, & Broverman, 1968) .  More r e c e n t

I n f o r m a t i o n  su ggests  t h a t  t h e r e  Is  n.o l o n g e r  a c o n s i s t e n t  te n d e n c y .

■ fo r ' , t h e  male s t e r e o t y p e  t o '  bp p e r c e i v e d  as b e ing  more s o c i a l l y

d e s i r a b le . ' '  Werner and La Rus'sa (1985) rep i  Ic a te d  a 1957 s tu d y  'o f  
I • ■ - ' ■ ■

s e x - r o l  e c o n c e p t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  by S h o r r l f f s  ahd McKee and th ey

r e p o r t e d  a change ln % the  v a l u a t i o n  of  t h e - . tw o  sexes.  R e s u l t s

’ - A
suggested t h a t  women a r e  v iewed more , f  avourabi  y ' t han,  l.n t h e  past  

and men l es s  fa vou ra b ly . . - .  These f i n d i n g s  wef  e- especi 'Sl  I y ' tr.ue f o r .  

fema le  r e s p o n d e n t s . '  .W i l l i am s  and B e s t ' s  (1.982.) docu me nta t io n  o f  

' sex s t e r e o t y p e s  In 25 c o u n t r i e s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  In some co un t r I .es  the .  

femal ’e s t e r e o t y p e  was e v a lu a t e d  more f a v o u r a b l y  th an  t h e  male



• s te r e o ty p e  w h i l e  t h e  r e v e rs e  was t r u e  -in o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  A_ 

r e e x a m in a t i o n  o f  Br ove rman 's  f i n d i n g s  by P h i l l i p s  and G I I roy  .( 1 985 ) 

found no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  s o d  al desl  rab I  I I t y  o f  t r a i t s  

and c o n v e n t i o n a l  s e x - r o l e  s t e r e o t y p e s  a t  l e a s t  w i t h i n  an a d u l t  

p o p u l a t i o n .  ■ '

On t h e  . o t h e r  hand, ' c h i l d r e n ' s  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s e x - r o l  o

s t e r ^ o t y  pes have not  been'  s tu d  Ted e x t e n s i v e l y .  ' What l i m i t e d
■ -T • . ■ • .
r esea rch  has been done I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  have a tendency t o

a s s ig n  p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  I r  own sex (Kuhn, Nash, & Brucken ,

1978; U rberg ,  1962; Za.I k & K atz , .1.97 8) and n e g a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  I s t i  cs
\

t o  members o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x '  (Kuhn, Nash, & Bruck en ,  197 8 ;  ̂

Uhberg, 1982 ) .  A r e c e n t  s tudy  by Ef-augh, Lev ine ,  and M enne l la .  

( 1 9 8 t ) ' ,  p r o v i d e s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  ear l  1er . s t u d i e s .  In t h e  I r

I n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  c h i l d r e n  were p re sen te d  .w i th  I tems such as "Some 

ch 1 I dren work h a r d .  ̂ Who Is  I l k e  tViat? Do g i r l s  work h a r d e r ,  do 

work h a r d e r ,  o r  a re  th e y  t h e  (p. 916)-. ' H a l f  of t h e

s u b j e a t s  were g iv e n  two c h o i c e s :  g i r l s  o r  boys ' w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r

h a l f  were g iv e n  th re e,  c h o i c e s :  .boys, g i r l s , ,  o r  both .sexes

equal  I y . T hey  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  'In al I -grades f rom 2 t o  10

■assigned more d e s i r a b l e  t r a i t s  t o  t h e i r -  own sex and more

u p d e s l r a b i  e t r a l t s  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  .sex. However, w i t h  I n c r e a s i n g

age both sexes showed more n e g a t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n s  . o f . t h e i r  own sex 

and more p o s i t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  sex.
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The p resen t  s tudy  a t t e m p te d  t o  o b t a i n  an o b j e c t i v e  measure of 

t h e  ' " p o s i t i v é "  and - " n o g a t i v e "  va le nc e  o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s

\  s t e r e o t y p  I cal  l y ass ig ned  t o  'ma les and fe ma le s .  T h i s  was
'Ù ' ■ . : . *

accompi I s h e d -■ by p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  c h i l d  w i t h  'a s t i c k  f i g u r e  which  d id  

no t  possess any In he re n t  . c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  I y a s s o c ia t e d  

w i t h  male o r  female  sex r o l e s .  The c h i l d  was th e h  asked t o  s e l e c t  

t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  wh ich  wou ld  be c o n s id e r e d  " p o s i t i v é "  o r  " d e s i r a b l e "

. ■ - I '
f o r  t h i s  f i g u r e .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  more o b j e c t i v e  means of  

e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  . female and male s t e r e o t y p i c  a t t r i b u t e s  and because 

these  s u b j e c t s  were a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  - w o rk ing  

wcmen. I t  was h y p o th e s i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  be no -d i . f f e ren c e  

between t h e  male ahd t h e  fema.le s t e r e o t y p i c  a t t r i b u t e s  on r a t i n g s  

o f  s o c ia l  d e s l r a b l l  I t y  -by e i t h e r  sex.

F i n a l l y ,  a "mys te ry  box" c a te g o r y  was I n c l u d e d  In an a t temp t  t o  

de te rm ine  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which  5 - ,  6 - ,  .and 7 - y e g r - o t d s  were- ab le ,  t o  

und e rs ta nd  , t h e ■ t r a I t s  ' t o  which they  were r e s p o n d in g .  ■' Urberg  

( 1982) a t t e m p t e d  t o  do t h i s  by u s in g  a "nOixudy"  ca tegory ' .  In t h i s ,  

s tu d y ,  c h i l d r e n  were asked t o  s o r t  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  deve loped by 

Wlj lams e t  a | .  (1975) ; a s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  boys,  g i r l s ,  both boys' and

g i r l s ,  ' and Vhobody".  . They were g iv en  " I n s t r u c t i o n s ^ t o '  use the  

f o u r t h  c a te g o ry  " n o b o d y " '  I f  they  t h o u g h t  t h a t  nobody was I Ike the  

peop le  In t h e  s t o r y  o r  J f  t h ey  d id  not  und e rs t and  t h e  s t o r y .  

However, U rberg  '(1982) r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th.l s c a te g o ry  was used t o o
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I n f r e q u e n t l y  t o  be c o ns ide red  f o r  s c o r i n g  purposes.  • In t h e

' . p r e s e n t  s tudy ,  I t  was hoped t h a t  th e  "mystery box "  c a t e g o r y  wou ld  

be a more usefu l  and I n t e r e s t i n g  concepf  I o  t h e  c h i l d  compared t o  a

categody c a l l e d -  " n o b o d y a n d ,  as a r e s u l t ,  would  be used w i t h  a

h ig h e r  f r e q u e n c y ; '

. To . 'summarize, t h i s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  e x p l o r e d '  f o u r  a s pe c ts  of 

c h l l . d r e n ' s  s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p  I ng In a h i g h l y  s e l e c t i v e ,  homogeneous 

p o p u l a t i o n ;  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l , ,  w o rk ing  women. " S i x  

hypotheses were - gene ra ted .  F i r s t , .  I t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  -bo th  

■ g i r l s  and boys wou ld s e l e c t  more androgynous th a n  s t e r e o t y p i c

res ponses ;  • second, t h a t  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  wou ld,  p r o v i d e  mqre 

'androgynous '  responses than, younger  ones; and t h i r d s  - t h a t  t h e r e  

would be. no d i f f e r e n c e  between o l d e r  fema les  and o l d e r  males In  

■ t h e i r ,  s e l e c t i o n  - of-  androgynous responses .  - F o u r th ,  ' I t  was 

hy.pothesized t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  no d i f f e r e n c e  between g i r l s  and boys 

In t h e i r  ass ignment  of s t e r e ' o t y p i c  g e n d e r - r o l e  a t t r i b u t e s .  As a 

f i f t h  ' ' h y p o th e s i s , '  t h i s  res e a rc h  p r e d i c t e d  no d i f f e r e n c e  In t h e  

r e l a t i v e  f requency  y I t h  which male ve rsus  -femaj e a t t r i b u t e s  w ou ld  

be -Stereotyped.  As a s i x t h  and f i n a l  h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  p re s e n t  s tu dy  

■ p r e d i c te d  t h a t '  t h e r e  wou ld  be no d i f f e r e n c e  between femal e and male 

a t t r i b u t e s  In t e rm s  o f  s o c i a l  des! rap !  I I t y  by e i t h e r  seX.
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Method

, ■ S u b je c t s

The s u b j e c t s  were 20 boys and 20 g i r l s  r a n g i n g  In  age f r o m , 5 

years ,  0 months t o  7 ye a rs ,  11 t 'on ths-.  The o h l l  d reh w e r e . se 1 ec ted '  

•by t h r e e  methods:  by w o rd - o f -m o u th ,  f rom c u m u la t i v e  .school r eco rd s  

p ro v id e d  by a mun. lclpal  school  board,  ..and f rom I n f o r m a t i o n  g iv e n  by 

d i r e c t o r s  o f  day care  ce.nt res .  A l e t t e r  which b r i e f l y  e x p la i n e d  

• t h e  s tudy  as wel I as a consent  fo rm was s e n t  t o  p a ren ts  (see 

Append ix  C)'. Pa ren ts  were  re q ue s te d  t o  s i gn  and r e t u r n  These forms 

b e f o re ,  a c h i l d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  In t h i s  s tu dy . ’ In t o t a l  ,• ch I I d ren were 

s e l e c t e d  from two day c a re  c e n t r e s ,  t h r e e  e le men ta ry  sch oo ls  as 

. w e l l  as by w o r d - o f - m o b t h . The day ca re  cent res , -  sc hoo ls ,  and

I  ■ . ■

p r i v a t e  homes were a l l  ' l o ca ted  |n  m i d d l e - c l a s s  ne ighbo urhoo ds .

■ I ■ ' ■ ■
AM o f  th'Gse s u b j e c t s  were  j the  c h i l d r e n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o rk ing  

women. A p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k i n g  woman was d e f i n e d  f o r  t h e  purposes

o f  t h i s  s tudy  as a-woman p o s s e s s in g  a t  l e a s t  one and p r e f e r a b l y ' two

■ . / . ■ • 
un I v e r s l  -ty 'degrees and c u r r e n - f l y  employed In a career ,  r e l a t e d  t o

her  e d u c a t i o n a l  qual I f  I c a t f o n s .  on a par f ' -  or  f u M r t l m e  b a s i s .

Twenty-one of t h e  respondent 's '  mothers  h a d -g ra d u a ie  degrees.
/ • , • ■ . ,

/ M ater I al s '
' / ■ . ■

The s e x - r o l  e q u e s t i o n n a i r e  used In  t h i s  s tudy  was t h e  32 Item

.  ̂ ■ . .  ' ■  . ■ '
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Sex S t e reo ty p e '  Measure .| I deve loped  and val  I da ted  by Best  e t  a i .
. ■' _ ■■ .■>

(19 77 ) :  Two-sentence , s t o r i e s  composed t o '  I l l u s t r a t e ,  ôach

• a t t r i b u t e  were read t o  each c b l l d .  An e x a m p l e ' o f  a stof-y Is  tb'e

f o l l o w i n g ;  "Some peop le  a r e  e m o t i o n a l .  They c r y  when someth ing

good .happens as w e l l  as when e v e r y t h i n g  goes wrong.  Who a re  th e

emo t iona l  people? Are they  g i r l s y ,  boys, both g i r l s ,  and t o y s ,  o r '

maybe y,du do not  unders tand  t h e  . s t o r y ? "  The c h i l d ’ s t a s k  was t o

p o i n t  t o , o n e  o f  f o u r  5 "  x 8"  ca rd s  . p lac e d  on a t a b l e  In f r o n t  o f

h e r /h im .  Each card  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a " s t i c k "  f i g u r e  d r a w i n g . o f  a boy,

8 g i r l ,  a boy and s q l r l , '  and o f  a m ys te r y  box- '  The " s t i c k "

A  ■ .. ■ ■ • .
f i g u r e s  as • d e s c r ib e d  In . t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  • yfere dev e lope d  

.sp ed  f  1 ca I I y f o r  t h i s  e x p e r im e n t .  ' r -

In t h e  second p a r t  o f  t h i s  e x p e r im e n t ,  B e s t ' s  Sex S t e r e o t y p e  

Measure I I  was a l s o  used. . However t h i s  t i m e ' t h e  c h i l d  was 

p re s en te d  w i t h  a " s t i c k "  f i g u r e  drawn on a’ 5 " . ,x  8" c a rd  wh ich  d id  

not  possess any I nn.ate c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t ' c o u l ' d  be a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  e i t h e r  f e m i n i n i t y  c r  m a s c u l i n i t y . .  Once a ga in ,  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s ’ ' 

accompanied by a two sentence s t o r y  were read t o  each c b l l d .  T h i s  

t i m e  th e  c h i l d ' s  t a s k  was , t o '  de te rm in e  which o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  

wou ld  be c o ns ide red  d e s i r a b l e  when a p p l i e d - t o  t h e  s t i c k  f i g u r e .

Procedures

A l l  s u b j e c t s , w e r e  t e s t e d  I n d i v i d u a l l y  by a fema le  e x p e r i m e n t e r , -
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T e s t i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  e i t h e r  In a room w i t h i n  t h e -  sc h oo l ,

. ' p re -s c h oo l  , o r  c h i l d ’ s home. * Each c h i l d  was t e s t e d  I n a è i n g l o

se ss io n  which  v a r i e d  )n d u r a t i o n  f rom 20 t o  40 m inutes .  As a f i r s t

■ s t ep ,  s u b j e c t s  were shown j y p  o f  fh e  " s t i c k "  f i g u r e s  and asked . to  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  male and t h e  ' female.  Only th ose  who wore a b le  t o  

a c c u r a t e l y  do sb were i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  . e x pe r im en t .  ' The s u b j e c t s  

were'  i n'f ormod t h a t  they  wou ld  be t o l d  s t o r i e s  about  p eo p le  and 

t h e i r  Job was t o  t e l  i whom t h e - s t o r y  was about .  Ttiey were t o i  d

• ' t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  m ig h t  be about  g i r l s ,  boys, o r  about g i r l s  and boys,

or- t h a t  they  ml g h t  . n o t  und ers ta nd  t h e  words.  The c h i l d  was 

■ . i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  m ys te ry  box i f  he /she  d id  not  unders tand,

■ t h e .  word a n d / o r  th'e • s t o r y  (see Append ix  ■ D f o r  v e r b a t i m  

.1 n s t r u c t i . o n s )  . The Examiner  t h en  r e a d . 32 words t o  each c h i l d  (frOm

...SSM I I )  accompanied by a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s t o r y .  The o rd e r  o f  t h e  4 

r e s p o n s e - c h o i c e  car.ds was c o un te rba I  anced so t h a t  a d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r  

was p re s en te d  w i t h  each s t o r y .  The Examiner reco rd ed  each c h i l d ' s  

resp on ses  (see Append ix  E t f o r - ’ r e c o r d i  ng s h e e t ) .  .

The c h i l d r e n ' s  responses were scored t o  y i e l d  a "mate

■ s t e r e o t y p e  s c o r e "  by c o u n t i n g  one p o i n t  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e .  

. male f i g u r e  ' In . response t o  a male s t e r e o t y p e  i tem.'  A " f e m a le

s t e r e o t y p e  s t o r e " -  w a s  a r r i v e d  a t  Tn t h e '  same manner,  t h a t :  i s ,  by 

c o u n t i n g '  one p o i n t  ' f o r  t h e '  s e i e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f emai e f I gure  in  

^  response t o  a female ,  s t e re o t y p e ,  i tem.  Both t h e  male and. fema le
\

‘ 4
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s te re o t y p e  sco re s  were added t o g e t h e r  to ,  y i e l d  an . " o v e ra l l  

s t e re o t y p e  s c o re " .  The p o s s i b l e  range fo r -  t h i s  " t o t a l  sex 

s t e r e o t y p e  s c o r e "  was 0 t p  52.  An "and rog yny  s c o r e "  was a l s o  

c a l c u l a t e d  by c o u n t i n g  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  t r a i t s  t h e  c h i l d  

ass igne d  t o  ' the c a t e g o r y  both males and fe m a le s . '  The t o t a l  number 

o f  f r a i  t s  ■ ass igne d  by f t i e  c h i l d  t o  t h e  m y s te r y  . box c a t e g o r y  ■ was 

used t o  y i e l d  a "do not und ers tand  . s c o r e " .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a 

" c o u n t e r s t e r e o t y p e  s c o r e "  (a .concept  suggested by U rberg ,  personal  

communica t ion ,  March, '  1986) was c a l c u l a t e d  by c o u n t i n g  one p o i n t  

f o r  ' t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  male f i g u r e  I n ' response t o  a femaJe 

s t e re o t y p e  Item and by c o u n t i n g  one p o i n t  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

female  f i g u r e  in response t o  a male s t e r e o t y p e ' I tern.

' F o l l o w in g  t h e  responses t o  t h e ,  s e x - r o l  e q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  t h e  

c h i l d ,  was th en  shown t h e  se'xl ess s t i c k  f i g u r e .  . The c h i l d  was 

g iven  t h e  f o l l c w i n g  I n s t r u c t i o n s ; '  . •

- T h i s  Is  a person. I 'm  s u re  you know wha t  a person Is .  New - 1 

. . a m  go in g  t o  read t h e , w o r d s  and s ' tor  I e,s . t o  you J u s t  l i k e  I d i d  

b e f o r e . -  T h i s  t i m e  yo ur  Job I s  t o  t e l l  me which  o f  th ese  words 

t h i s  person ..woul d l i k e  t o  . be ' ca I I ed; t h e  words t h a t  t h i s  

person t h i n k s  wou ld  be a good t h i n g  f o r  o t h e r  peop le  t o  say 

about  them. An example o f  a s t o r y  Is t h e  f o l I o w I h g .  ' "Messy" .  

■Seme peop le  a re  messy. They .never  p i c k  u p - t h e i r  t h i n g s  and 

a re  al way s l e a v i n g  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  on t h e  f l o o r .  Do you t h i n k
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t h a t  t h i s  person wou ld  l i k e  t o  be c a l l e d  "mossy"?  Would t h i s  

person t h i n k  t h a t ,  "messy"  was a good t h i n g  f .or o t h e r . peep I e t o  

[ say about  them? ■ .

The 32 Item SSM I I  was a d m in i s t e r e d  t o  each c h i l d  by t h e  y 

Examiner  and t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s ,  responses were r ec o rd ed .  ■■ , » ,

F o l l c w i n g  t h i s ,  each c h i l d  was asked t h e  q u e s t  I on, . "Tel  I me.- 

wha f  y o u . t h i n k  a person I s " .  . T h e  ch 11 d ' s  . response was re co rd ed .

I f '  a - c h i l d ' s  response '  suggested t h a t '  she/he I d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s t i c k  

f i g u r e  as be in g  e i t h e r  femal e 'or male,  a t t r i b u t e d  s te r ' e o t y p l  c male 

or  fe ma le  sfTj^rol  e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  t h i s  s t i c k  f i g u r e , -  or d i d .  

n o t  u nde rs ta nd  t h e  word " p e r s o n "  t h e n  he/she  was e l i m i n a t e d  f rom -, 

t h i s - s t u d y .  ■ , '

A " f e m a le  s t e r e o t y p e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  s c o re "  was c a l c u l a t e d  by 

c o u n t i n g  one p o i n t  for- t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a femal,e s t e r e o t y p e  I tem

as be ing  d e s i r a b l e  f o r  The s t i c k  f i g u r e .  In t h e  same manner, one

p o i n t  f o r  t h e  se I ec t  I ori o f  a male s t e r e o t y p e  ' Mem as be ing

d e s i r a b l e  f o r  t t i e  s t i c k  f . IgUre  'was coun ted t o  y i e l d  a "mal e

s t e r e o t y p e  d e s l r a b l l  I t y  s c o r e " .  ' ,

To de te rm ine  t h e  I . Ikel  I hood o f  el I m l n a t i n g  a l .arge 'number of  

. ' s u b je c t s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  In t h e  I n v e s t l ' g a t l  on, p r i o r  t o  c o n d u c t i n g  

t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  a pi  l o t ’ s tu dy  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  .The purpose., Of  t h  Is - 

s tudy  was t o  r determ I ne. whe ther  5 - , -  6 - ,  .and 7 - y e a r  o ld s  were  a b l e  , 

t o  a c c u r a t e l y  I d e n t i f y  th e  word " p e r s o n " . .  The a u t h o r  e n te re d  10
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d i f f e r e n t  cl assrocuns a t  t h e , P r i m a r y ,  Grade' I,  and Grade I I  leve l  

in t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  el omonj-ary s c h oo ls  and asked c h i l d r e n  In each

of  these  c l a s s e s  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  hands .and respond t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n

"What Is  a pe rson?" .  . Of. 100 c h i l d r e n  su rveyed ,  o n l y . - ' t w o  

responded to .  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  In a way which wou ld  have e l i m i n a t e d  

"them from t h i s  s t u d y .  One' c h i l d ' s  response I n d i c a t e d ^ t h a t  he d i d  

not  und ers tand  t h e  ' term " p e r s o n "  by s a y in g  "A person ,1s a- duct ' ^ 

w h i l e  a n o th e r  ch 11 d ' s '  response . a t t r i b u t e d  s t e r e o t y p i c  male 

c h a r a c t e r  I s t l c s  t o  t h e  te rm s t a t i n g  "A p e r s o n - I s  b i g  and s t r o n g . "

R e s u l t s

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Male and ,Female S t i c k  F ig u re s

AM 40 ch 11 d r ^  were a b l e  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  I d e n t i f y  t h e  fe ma le  

and male  s t i c k  f i g u r e s .  As a r .esu l t , '  no c h i l d r e n  were e l i m i n a t e d  

from th e  s tudy  on t h i s  b a s i s .  -

Responses t o  t h e  Q u es t io n  "What I s  a Person?"

Of ' t h e  40 c h i l d r e n  . I h v o l v e d  in t h i s  e x p e r im e n t ,  no one 

r.esponded t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  In a manner wh ich wou ld have e l i m i n a t e d  

. her  o r  him f rom t h i s  s tu dy .  ■ ‘

Mystery Box Responses

The "M y s te ry  Box"  c a te g o r y  was used t o o  I n f r e q u e n t l y  t o  be
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c o n s id e r e d  f o r  scor l -ng purposes.  .

S t e r e o t y p i n g  Versus C o u n t e r s t e r e o t y p i n g

.■ in o rd e r  t o  I n v e s t i  gâ té  .the e x t e n t  t o  wh ich  ch I i d r o n  sei ec ted  

s t e r e o t y p i c  respon ses  .( Impi y I ng t h a t  they  knew f he c o nv o n t i o na i  

s te reotype - )  as opposed t o  couni  s r s t e r o o t y p i  c responses,  th e  

W i i c o x l n  matched-pa i  rs  s l g n e d - r a n k s  t e s t  was ■ pe'rf ormed. A

s h g n i f  le an t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found f o r  fema les  (J -  0 ; -  1 9 ; ' #  <

• 01) and f o r  males (T = I 4 . 5 ;  -  i 8 ;  # • <  . 0 1 ) .

)

' S t e r e o t y p i n g  Versus  Androgyny 

i f  was h y p o th e s i z e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n ,  wou ld  s e l e c t  androgynous 

responses w i t h  -a h ig h e r  f r equency  than s t e r e o t y p i c  ones.. This '

' was i n v e s t i g a t e d  by . per fo rm  Ing t h e  W I i c o x i n  m a t c h e d - p a i r s  s igned  -  

ranks t e s t .  No d i f f e r e n c e  was d i .scovored f o r  e i t h e r  male or  

fe ma le  s u b j e c t s .  • ' .

Th'e p r e d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  would be' .no d i f f e r e n c e  between 

females  and mai es in Ihe f requency  w i t h  which they, , s e l e c t e d  

androgynous responses  was i n v e s t i g a t e d  by p e r f o r m in g  a t - t e s t  f o r  

independent  means. No- s i g n i f i c a n t  di f  f  er ence was observed.

. S t e r e o t y p i c  Responses In  Younger Versus  O ld e r  C h i l d r e n

In- o rd e r  t o  de te rm ine  ' the e f f e c t  of  age on s t e r e o t y p i n g .
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ch II dren were dl V I ded I n t o  younger  and ol der s u b j e c t s  u shng / 6 . 6 ,as 

t h e  di v I  di ng age.

T - t e s t s  ■ f o r  independent  means were per formed  t o  I n v e s t l  g a te  

th e  h y p o th e s e s '  t h a t  ( 1 ) younger c h i l d r e n  wou ld  s e l e c t  more 

s t e r e o t y p i c  responses th a n  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n ,  ( 2 ) younger fe ma les  

wou ld  choose more. ' s t e r e o t y  pi c responses t h an  o l d e r  fema le s ,  and 

(3) ,  ypt fnger males wou ld  s e l e c t  more s t e r e o t y p i c  r e s p o n s e s , compared 

t o  o l d e r  males . -  A s I gn l.f.i ca n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found between 

younger  and o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  (± = .1 .84;  d_f = 38;  _p < .0^5) w i t h  

younger . c h i l d r e n  g i v i n g  more s t e r e o t y p i c  respon ses  than  o l d e r  

ones. As w e l l ,  younger fe ma les  s e le c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

s t e r e o t y p i c  responses  t h an  o l d e r  femal es (j; .= 2 . 1 2 ; f d i  = ' 1 8 ; ' #  < 

. 0 2 5 ) .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was o b t a i n e d  between younger  and 

o l d e r  maids In t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s t e r e o t y p i c  resp on ses .

'

Androgynous Responses In Younger Versus O ld e r  C h I ) dren

I t  was- hypo fhos l  zed t h a t  (1) o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  wou ld  s e l e c t  more

.androgynous responses t h a n  younger  ones, ( 2 ) o l d e r  f e m a l ès wou ld

s e l e c t  more androgynous responses th a n  younger  fema lAs,  (3)  o l d e r

males wou ld  choose andr'qgynous responses  mOre o f t e n  th an  younger
<

males,  and (.4) t h e r e  wou ld  be no d i f f e r e n c e  In t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of  

androgynous responses  between o l d e r  fema les  a n d , o l d e r  males.

T - t e s t s  f o r  Independent  means were c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  I n v e s t i g a t e



these  f o u r  hypo theses.  A s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was noted between 

■ younger  and o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  (± = „ 2 . 4 9 ;  _cLf = 38;  .< .01) w i t h  o l d e r

c h i l d r e n  ' g i v i n g  more androgynous responses compared to"  younger  

o n e s . -  In a d d i t i o n ,  o l d e r  fema les  p ro v id e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more ■

■androgynous responses  th a n  younger  females (J, = 2.11 i sLt -  3 8 ;  p < 

.0 25 ) .  w i t h  no s i g n i f i c a n t  dl f t  erehce observed between younger  and . 

o l d e r  males as w e l l  'as between o l d e r  fenial es and o l d e r  males.

Stereo - t yp in g  by,Mai  es Versus  Females . '

T - t e s t s  f o r , Independent  means were p e r f o r m e d - t o  I n v e s t i g a t e  

t h e ' h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  no sex d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t e d  In t h e  s t e r e o t y p i n g  . 

o f  e i t h e r  " f emal 'e "  o r  "m a le "  a d j e c t i v e s .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  was o b s e r v e d : ,  .an equal  number bo'ys and g i r l s  used 

. s t e r e o t y p i c  - a d je c t i v e s  r e g a r d i o s s  o f  th e  c l a s s  o f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e .

Put an.other way, one sex does not  s t e r e o t y p e  morp than  t h e  o t h e r .

• ■ ' % - '

S t e r e o t y p i n g  o f  Female I tems Versus Male I tems 

I t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  . t h e r e  would  .be  mp, d i f f e r e n c e  In t h e  

f r equency  of  ass ignment 'of ' fema le-  or male • a d j e c t i v e s  by t h e

c h i l d r e n  -  by e i t h e r  males  or  fe ma les . .  The W I I coxl  n 'matched -pa  I rs

si gned- ranks  t e s t - w a s  per formed and I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  ma! e . s t e r e o t y  pe . 

i tems were  used s ! gn I f  I cant  I y more o f t e n  . than fema le  s t e r e o t y p e  

I terns by fema! es . (X = ,3 ; n  = 1 5”; < .01 ) as w e l l  as by mal es (X -  ■
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5 ;  n = ,14; _p < , 0 1 ) .  When t h e y - d o  s tG rG o ty pe , \  both sexes p r e f e r  

t o  use "m a le "  r a t h e r  t h a n  " f  emai e"  ad j  fecf 1 ves;- * .

D e s l r a b i l l t y ' Data v 

■ The h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  no d i f f e r e n c e  wou ld  e x i s t  between males 

and fe ma le s  I n , t h a t  r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f ,  t h e  s o c ia l  va lu e  o f  ( I )  male
. T ■ ' ■ ’ ■

I ferns and (2) fema les  I tems was examined by p e r f o r m in g  t - t e s t s  f o r  

In de pe nde nt  mean’s.' No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were noted.

. .  The W i l ’coÿcln matched-pa l  r s  si  gned -  ranks t e s t  was per formed 

' t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p r é d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld  be no. d i f f e r e n c e  In  t h e  

f r eq ue n cy  w i t h  which  t h e  t o t a l  sample s e l e c t e d  fe ma le  I tems- as

" 7  ■  ̂ ■ ■ ' ■
b e ing  more s o c i a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  than  mêle I tems. • No s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e  was d is c o v e re d  f o r ’ mal es o r  f o r ’femal es.

.. e

■ Dl s 'cusslon '

T he -  p re s e n t  s tu d y '  examined several .  Issues In t h e  area  of. 

c h i l d r e n ’ s s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p i n g . . - ;  In c lud ed  in  t h e s e  was t h e  

- p r e d i c t i o n  t h a t  ch 11 dreh of  , p r o f e s s i o n a l , w o r k i n g  wcmen wou ld  

■ s e l e c t  androgynous responses  ' w i t h -  a h i g h e r  / f r e q u e n c y  t h a n . '  

■ s te r e o ty p i c  ones. A l t hough  when s t a t i s t i c a l  I y ana lyze d ,  t h e r e  

was no s i g n i f i c a n t  . d i f f e r e n c e  between', t h e - f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  which

O

.

. . . 7 ’
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c h i l d r e n  s e le c t e d  s t e r e o t y p i c  as compared t o  androgynous or  

oye r  I a p . res pon ses ,  both sexe g d id  ass ig n  a t t r i b u â t e s  t o  t h e  o v e r l a p  

c a te g o ry  morq o f t e n ;  Females s e l e c t e d  230 s t e r e o t y p i c  responses 

.as ■ opposed t o  .505 androgynous ones;  males chose 196 s t e r e o t y p i c  

responses compared t o  338 androgynous responses .  T h i s  Is  an 

enc o u rag ing  f i n d i n g ,  . e s p e c i a l l y '  because f u r t h e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  suggested t h a t  c h i l d r e n  had knowledge o f  t h e  sex t o 'W h i c h  

t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  .should be a ss ig ne d ;  t h a t  i s ,  . they s e le c t e d  

s t e r e o t y p i c  responses  w i t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  hi gt ier f requency than  

.c o u n t e r s t e r e o t y p i  c one$. D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  "and  . const  s t e n t  w i t h

U r b e r g ' s  f i n d i n g  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  w^en g iven,  a chance t o  c a t e g o r i z e  t r a i t s  

as both masci j i ino,  and f e m i n in e ,  c h i l d r e n  saw, cons I derabl  e o v e r l a p  

between t r a i t s  appi 1 cab I e. t o - f e m a l  es and t o  males,

P re v io u s  ■ s tudi .os  -which p ro v id e d  o n l y  • t h e  fwo response 

c a t e g o r i e s '  o’f  g i r l s  . o r  boys suggested t h a t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p i n g  

process  I nc re ases  w i t h  age ( G e t t y s  <5 Cahn, 1981; Leahy & S h i r k ,  

1984; R e is  & W r i g h t ,  1982; '  Ward, J^.985;'. WII I lams .e t  a l . ,  1975)

w h i l e ,  o t h e r  s tu d i  es .wh I ch p r o v i d e d . a  t h i r d  response c a te g o r y ,
. ■ ■ . ' ■ . ■ a  . . .

g i r l s  and boys,  - I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  ch I I d ren prov I ded more androgynous

responses w i t h  age. ( G a r r e t t ,  . Ei'n, & Tremalney 1 977; ■ Maràn.tz &

. M a n s f i e l d ,  1977 ; Payne,  1981; S t e r l c k e r  & - K u r d e r ,  1982; Urberg ,

1982) .  As p r e d i c t e d ,  t he  p re s e n t  i nves t  1 g a t i  on ,wh I ch . I ncl uded an

androgynous a l t e r n . a t l v e  p r o v id e s  s u p p o r t  - for t h e  l a t t e r  - s tud ies
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I n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  o l der c h i l d r e n  s e l e c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

androgynous responses t h an  younger  ones. A t  f i r s t  g la n c e ,  f t  

wou ld  appear  t h a t  t h i s  f i n d i n g  ' r e s u l t e d  f rcf i i  t h e  fomaj e 

r esponden ts .  ■ As h y p o th e s i z e d ,  o l d e r  fe ma le s  d id  ' p ro v id e

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more androgynous responses compared t o  younger 

fema les .  - AI though - no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was d i s c o v e r e d  

between younger .and o l d e r  males- in  t h e '  number'  o f  androgynous 

respon.se'è- g iv e n ,  t h e r e  ■ was a d e f i n i t e  t r e n d  in  t ^ l s  d i r e c t i o n .

In so f a r  as a ,c o m p a r is o n  o f  t l i e  means I s -concerned, ,  ol der'Tl iai  es 

tended  t o  p r o v id e  more androgynous responses f t  an, youn ge r  males 

(see Appe nd i x  F ) .  . • ' ’

Th is -  tendency f o r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  ' s e l e c f  more androgynous
■

responses t h an  younger  ones may be e x p l a i n e d  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  an . 

o b s e r v a i  ona I.’ l e a r n i n g  model .  A c c o r d in g  t o  t h i s  t h e o r y ,  . p a ren ta l  

mode I s a re  seen as an Im p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  In I n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  s e x - r o l ' e  

concepts  h e ld  by c h i l d r e n ,  a f i n d i n g  s t r o n g l y  ' s u p p o r t e d  In  a 

r.evlew o f  f h e  I I t e r a t u r e  by, Katz  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  However, I t  may be t h a t  

o b s e r v a t i o n a l ,  l e a r n i n g  can r e s u l t  fn changes In' b e h a v io u r s  o n j y  

when t h e  c h i l d  i s  matu re  enough t o  p ro cess  ' t h i s  I n f o r m a t i o n  

(Marantz & M a n s f i e ld , ,  197 7) .  B e fo re  f t i e  age o f  7 t o  6 , t h e  c h i l d  

m,ay not  be c o g n i t i v e l y  ready t o  a t t e n d  t o  and p rocess  r e l e v a n t  ■ 

s t i m u j l .  S e l e c t i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e 'm o d e l  must- occur  be fo re ,  a

c o r r e s p o n d in g  change In b eh av iou r  i s  a f f e c t e d .  . . .
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As a l r e a d y -  s t a t e d ,  o ld eh  c h i l d r e n  p ro v id e d  more androgynous 

resp on ses  th a n  younger  c h i l d r e n ,  and f u r t h e r m o r e ,  as p r e d i c t e d ,  

t h e r e  was no d i f f e r e n c e  between o l d e r  f-emales and o l d e r  males In 

t h e i r '  s e l e c t i o n  "of androgynous responses .  Urberg  (1982) r e p o r t e d  

' iViat t h é  w o r k i n g  s t a t u s  o f .  mothers  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y  pes . I n fema le  c h i l d r e n  b u t - n o t  In male c h i l d r e n  

wh11 o Marantz.  ' and M a n s f i e l d  (1977) I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  7 - t o  8 - y e a r - o l d  

femal es j ^ e r e  o p t i m a l l y ,  a f f e c t e d  by materna l  employmeiVf. However, 

I t  must be reniembered th a f '  w h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  In t h e  l a t t e r  

s t u d i e s  had work l 'ng  mothers ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  In t h i s  s tu dy  had

w o r k i n g  m others  who wore a l s o  p ro fe . s . s l o n a l s . Aga in ,  an

o b s e r v a t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  model wou ld  su ggest  t h a t  c h l - l d ro n  a re  more 

Mke- ly  t o  i m i t a t e  th e  b eh av iou r  of  models who, among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  

a re  s i m i l a r  t o  them and more. I m p o r t a n t l y ,  who ’ a re  - l l k è l y  t o

r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  behav iou r  (Bandura  & W a l t e r s ,  196 3) .  I t  may wel l  

be t h a t ,  w o r k i n g  mothers ,  by n a tu re  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  thôy  are  

employed,  model a n o n - t r a d  I t l  ona I r o l e  but  do n o t  p ro v id e  

r e l  nf or cement t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o r '  e x p r e s s i n g  n o n - t r a d i  t l  o 'nal , 

s e x - r o l  G bel lets. .  ■ As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  fe ma le  c h i l d r e n  o f  w o rk ing  

mother 's,  be in g  more s i m i l a r  t o  t h e i r  mothers  by v i r t u e  of t h e i r  

gender ,  wou ld  be more - l i k e l y  t o  I m i t a t e  t h e i r  mother  ' s . behav lo u rs  

t h a n  wou ld  . the  male c h i l d r e n  o f  w o r k i n g  m o th e rs .  ' On th e  o th e r  

hand, p r o f e s s  I o n a I , w o rk ing  women n o t  o n l y  model- l e ss  t r a d i t i o n a l
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s e x - t y p e d  r o l e s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  hu t  may a l s o  f r e q u e n t l y  

I n i t i a t e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  and prov ' ldo  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  t o  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  f o r  t h e  same. S ince I t  may be . t h a t  these  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

wcmen are  J u s t  as I n t e r e s t e d  In I n f l u e n c i n g  and c h a n g i n g - t h e  r o l e s  

o f  t h e i r  mal'e. ch 11 dren as o f  t h e i r  fe m a le  c h i l d r e n ,  both sexes are  

l i k e l y  t o  r e c e i v e  C o n s id e ra b le  r e l n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  e x p r e s s in g  

u n c o nv e n t io na l  v i e w p o i n t s .  ' ; ,

In c o n t r a s t  w i t h  e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  which suggested t h a t  males as 

a group s te r e o t y p e  more th.an fema les  (Payne, 1981; S t e r l c k e r  & 

Kurdek,  1982; U rb er c ,  1 982 ) ,  as p r e d i c t e d ,  . t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

p re s e n t  s tudy  I n d i c a t e d  t h a t -  no s i g n i f i c a n t  ' d i f f e r e n c e  - e x i s t e d  

befWoen femal as and males In th e -nu m be r  of. s t e r e o t y p i c  respon ses  

g iv e n - . '  Again ,  t h e  c o n f l l c r f i n g  r e s u l t s  may r e f l e c t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

these  c h i l d r e n  were f rom a. h i g h l y  . s e l e c t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  whore

r e i n f o r c e m e n t  was g iv e n  . t o  both sexes f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f
' ' • - , . ' ' 

responses which were ' I neons I s t e n t  w i t h  s o x - r o l e  s t e r e o t y p i n g .

The,, f i n d i n g  In t h e  p re s e n t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h a t  bo th  sexes 

s t e r e o t y p e d  male I tems s i g n i f i c a n t l y  m o r e ' o f t e n  t h an  fe m a le  I tems,  

w h i l e  no t expected t o  occur In t h i s  s t u d y ,  J s  s u p p o r te d .  In t h e  

-I I t e r a t u r e '  (Payne, 1981; Ward, 1985.). Noccoby and J a c k I . l n  ( 1974) 

■ Ind ica te  f t i a t ,  t h e  dl f  f e r e n t  | al acqui  si t i o n  o f  s t e r e o t y p e s  r e f l e c t s  

the '  more In te nse  . s o c i a l i z a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  o f  boys compared t o  

g i r l s .  (Cons iderab le  s o c i a l ,  p re s s u r e  i s  p la ced  upon 'boys f o r
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engag ing I n • sex- ' fyped behav iou r 's  e s p e c i a l l y  by f a t h e r s ,  ■ whereas 

f o r  g i r l s  t h e  expected b e h a v io u r s  a re  les s  c l e a r l y  def . Ined and 

le ss  f i r m l y  e n fo rc e d .  Ac c o rd In g  t o  Ba rdw ick  and Douvan (1972 ) ,  

f rom .ft ’ v e ry  ea r ly '  age, boys 'a re  rewarded f o r  e x h i b i t i n g  

" m a s c u l i n e "  b e h a v io u rs '  and- ' puni  shed f o r  e x h i b i t i n g  " f em i .n in o "  

b e h a v io u r s  w h i l e  young g i r l s  a re  g i v e n  more' r o l e  f reedom - u n t i l  

p u b e r t y .  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  mal e s t e r e o t y p e ,  th ro ug h  a system of 

rewards and pun ishments ,  i s  l ea rn ed  a t  a much ear l  1er age. Since 

th e  c h i l d r e n  In t h i s  s tudy  were a l l  t h e  o f f s p r i n g  of p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  

w o r k i n g  mothers .  I t  was p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wou ld '  be l o s s  o f  a 

tendency f o r  these mothers  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y  r e g a r d  and pun ish  

a p p r o p r i a t e  "mascul  I ne" .and " f e m i n i n e "  b e h a v io u r s .  A l thou gh  t h i s  

may , be t h e  case. I t  sh ou ld  be noted t h a t  th e '  e f f e c t s  o f  o t h e r  

agents  o f  s e x - r o l  e s o c i a l i z a t i o n  I n c l u d i n g  f a t h e r s ,  peers ,  media, 

and s c h o o ls  cann ot  be o v e r lo o k e d .  -

C o n t r a r y  -'.to past  r esea rch  ( E t a u g h /  Lev ine ,  & M en ne l la ,  l.98'1; 

Kuhn; Nash, & Brucken,  1978; U rb e rg ,  1982) which su gges te d  thaf -  

' young c h i l d r e n  a s s ig n  p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e i r  cwn sex and 

n e g a t i v e  characr fe r  I s t i  cs t o  member-s o f  t h e  o p p o s l t l v e  sex,  t h e  

r e s u l t s  o f  the, p re s en t  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  I n d i c a t e d  th ,at  t h e r e  was no 

s l g n l . f l c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  .between fema le  and male a t t r i b u t e s  In  te rms 

. o f  s o c i a l  desl  rab I  I 11 7 . ' dl f f e r e n c e  was e xpec te d  and .may

a r i s e  f rom two f a c t o r s .  FI r s t ,  - I t  I s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s
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homogeneous grot'ip o f  m o th e rs , \  by both Id eo logy  and example,  

r e f t  ec t  ancT encourag'è o p o s i t i v e  v a l u a t i o n  o f  fe m a le  as w e l l  as 

male c h a r a c t e r  I s t I  ps. '' -

A 'second e x p l a n a t i o n  wh ich  c o u ld  acc ou nt  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

■is t h a t  t h e  p re v io u s  rese a rch  was confounded by a methodol  ogl  cal  

a r t i f a c t . . '  i n ,  t h e  p re v io u s ,  s t u d i e s , '  a b ia s  may have been 

' . I n t r o d u c e d  mak ing I t  Imposs I b I e ' t o ' o b t a  I n an . o b j e c t i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  

o f  t h e  d e s l r o b i  I 11/ of s t o r o o t y p i c  4 toms. Young c h i l d r e n  were 

presen ted ■ W I t h  . a d j e c t t v e s ' w  h I ch had a c q u i r e d  s o c i a l  va lu e  t o  them 

and asked t o  - in d i c a te  .whether  these  a d j e c t i v e s  were  a s s o c i a t e d -  

w i t h  t h e i r  own sex o r  w i t h  t h e - o p p o s i t e  sex. I t  I s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t

' they  would  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  an undesi  rab I  e a t t r  I but.e was d e s c r i p t i v e

of t h e i r  own sex p.robably because they  wou ld I n t e r p r e t  t h i s  as a 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  them se lves  and w ou ld  be . u n w i l l i n g  t o  . d e s c r i b e  

.-themselvefe In an u n f a v o u r a b le  manner.  ' In t h e  same .ve in ,  when

p resen ted  w i t h  a posi  f i v e  adj  e c t  l y e .  I t  I s  h'l gh I y , I i kei .y V h a t  they

would s e l e c t  t h i s  a d j e c t i v e  as,  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  t h t d r  own sex 

p e r c e i v i n g  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  as . p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  ' I n  a 

f  avo'ur.gbl e I I g h t .  The p re s e n t  s tu dy  p r o v id e d  a more o b j e c t i v e  

e v a l u a t i o n  by hav ing  t h e  c h i l d r e n  respond t o  a n e u t r a l  s t i m u l u s  o f  

a " p e r s o n " .  . ,. ' - ,

In U r b e r g ' s  e x pe r im en t  (1982). t h e  c a te g o r y  "n ob ody "  was n o t  

used o f  t e n  ' enough ■ t o  be c o n s id e r e d  for-  sco r  I ng purposes.  The



same y/as t r u e  o f  t h e  "m ys te ry  bqy"  In  t h e  present  s tu dy .  Al though 

I t  was hoped t h a t  t h e  "m y s te ry  ' box" w ou I'd be a' more usefu l  and 

I n t e r e s t i n g  concept t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  t h i s ,  was not t h e  case. The 

c a te g o r y  was used a t o t a l '  of  17 . t i m e s  by femal os w h i l e  males 

s e l e c t e d  t h i s  c a te go ry  o n l y  7 t i m e s .  - Examinat ion  o f  th e  

c h l j ' d r e n ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  responses I n d i c a t e d  t h a t  no s i n g l e  a d j e c t i v e  

was c o n s i s t e n t l y  ass igne d  t o  t h e  o tys tery  box suggest  I ng t h a t  the  

a d j e c t i v e s  were general  E/ u nde rs to od  by t h e  c h i l d r e n . '

The d e s i r a b i l i t y  r a t i n g s  each a t t r i b u t e  r e c e i v e d  (see Appe-ridix
- ' -

G) 'may a ls o  p ro v id e  I n'f ormal  I on as t o  whether  these a d j e c t i v e s  are  

Linderst.opd In a s i m i l a r  way by c h i l d r e n -  as they  are by a d u l t s .  

The words " i n d e p e n d e n t "  and "steady" ' re ce iv ed  r e l a t i v e l y  low 

d e s ' I r a b l l  11 y r a t i n g s  w h i l e  " s u b m i s s i v e "  and " f l  I r ' f a t l o u s "  r e c e i v e d  

' a h i g h e r  r a t i n g .  I t  I s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  deve loped by 

Best  e t  a I . ( 1977) t o  convey th e  meaning o f  these a d je c t l - v e s  may 

no t  g i v e  t h e  same meaning t o .  chi  I d r e n / a s  t o , a d u l t s .  Th Is  Issue 

may mer i ' f  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  ' -

' . 'A l though I t  was beyond t h e  scope of t h i s  s tu dy ,  i t  m ig l r f  be 

w o r t h w h i l e  t o  look  a t  s u b j e c t s  . who ■ g i v e  h i g h l y  androgynous , 

re sp on ses ,  and compare ilvetii t o  s u b j e c t s  who p ro v id e ,  h i g h l y '  

s te reo ty  pi c responses  t o  de te rm ine  whether  one group se j .ocf  s , more 

■ a t t r i b u t e s  as . d e s i r a b l e  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  group.  ■ There  

a.ppears ' t o  be'  an - a t t i t u d e  In - s o c i e t y  which', suggests  ■ t h a t '

/
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s t e r e o t y p i n g  . r e s u l t s  In a n e g a t f v e  e v a l u a t i o n  .o f  a group o f  

peop le ;  I t ,  m ig h t  p rove . 1 n t e r e s t  I ng t o  e x p l o r e  t h i s  f u r t h e r .

F i n a l l y ,  th e  r e s u l t s  q f  t h i s  s tu dy  suggest  t h a t  In t h p  p re s e n t  

s tudy  these c h i l d r e n  had thnow I edge o f  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e ,  but  t h a t  

t h i s  knowledge d id  no t  r e s u l t  In one s e x - r o l  e s t e r e o t y p e  be in g  

deva lued r e l a t i v e ,  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  ‘ The r e c o g n i t i o n  and accep tance  

o f  d l l f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  sexes w i t h o u t  d e v a l u a t i o n  Is  .an
sT ' - '

o nc o urag ing  f  In d ln g .  . ■ '

■ : . ' . .  f  ; ■
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Tab I 0  A—1

. Eeniale (F) and Hale (H) S te reotype

i '  '

ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT. CHILDREN STORIES -

ADJ ECT I'VE(S) .

emo t iona l  Some peopi.e a re  e m o t i o n a l .  They

cry  when something'  good happens 

as w e l l  as when e v e r y t h i n g  goes 

wrong. Who ■ a re  The emof lon aL  

• . peopie?

a g g r e s s i v e  These peop le  a r e . a l w a y s  push ing

a s s e r t i v e  o t h e r  peop le  around and g e t t i n g

tough ' 1 n to  f .1 ghts '. Which peop le  g e t ’ '

f o r c e f u l  . I n t o  f lg h - ts?

a d v e n tu rou s  ' These 'peop le  a re  adve n tu rou s .  .

d a r i n g  - • ' They w en t ' on  a s a f a r i ' t o  e x p l o r e

\

courageous ' A f r i c a .  They s a w ' l o t s  o f  l i o n s , -

• e le p h a n t s ,  and monkeys'. Which  ̂ ^



ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT

ADJECTIVE(S)

3 7

CHILDREN STORIES

peopIe a r e 'a d v e n t u r o u s ?

a p p r e c i a t l v e When you g i v e  one of  those 

peop le  a p re s e n t ,  they  

a p p r e c i a t e  I t  v e ry  rrjuch. They 

’ a lw ays,  say - " t h a n k  y o u " .  Which 

peop le  say " t ha nk  you?"

week These peop le  a r ç  weak. . They
tl

need h e l p ' t o  l i f t  heavy th. lngs.  

Who a re  t h e  weak peop le? • . •

ndepondent . Some p eo p le  can g e t  a long- by 

. themse lves .  They d o n ' t  need 

someone - t o  help, them o r t o  T a l k ■ 

' t o  Them,. Which peop le  g e t  -along

by themselves?

d i s o r d e r l y .  ■ Some peop le  a r e  messy. They
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• /  '

ITF-M stereotype  a d u l t -

ADJECTIVE(S)

CHILDREN. STORIES

never p i c k  up t h e i r  t h i n g s  -and 

a re  a I Way s ’ I eav I ng t h c l r ;  c l o t h e s  

■ ' on t h e  f l o o r -1 Who a r e - t h e  mes.sy

poopi e? '

F ' t a l k a t i v e  Sonte. peop le  t a l k  a l o t .

, Sometimes . I t  seems 1 j'ke t h e y  

t a l k - a l l  the. t im e .  Which peop le  

. t a l k a lo t?  -

E r a t t l e b r a i n e d  Some peopLe a re  a lways  chang in g

t h e i r  minds.  They m ig h t  say 

- , - " y e s " - now and f i v e  m in u t es  l a t e r

say- " n o " . -  .Which peop le  a re .  

r a lways  ch ang ing  t h e !  r  m I nds?

10 a m b i t i o u s  Some peop le  have a lways  wanted

. '  t o  own a b i g  s t o r e .  ' They' saved

I -
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ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT,

ADJECT!VE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

up, a l l  t h e i r  money and wore 

f i n a l l y  a b le  t o  buy I t .  Which 

peop le 'own a bj g s t o r e ?

1 1 J o l l y Some peop le  a re  j o l l y .  "They 

l i k e  t o  laugh ,  a I of: , and t e l l  

funny, s t o r i e s  t h a t  make o t h e r  

peop le  laugh.  Who a re  t h e  J o l l y  

people?

12 gent  Ie These peop le  a re  g e n t l e .  When 

th ey  ho ld  . pup p ies ,  th e y  are 

c a r è f u i  no t  t o  h u k t  them. Who . 

a re  t h e  g e n t | e  people?-.

13 f r i v o l o u s  Some peop le  spend money on s l . j l y

t h i n g s .  They o f t e n  buy t h i n g s -



0

ITEM STEfîEOTYPE ADULT

.ADJECTIVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

they  d o - n o t  r e a l l y  need. Which 

peop le  buy s i l l y  t h i n g s ?

c rue  I

15 s teady 

s t a b l e  

unemot'l pna l - 

-unexcl  t a b l e

Some peop le  a re  c r u e l .  They

somet imes h u r t  o t h e r  people ,  on

purpose and make them unhappy.

They threw rocks- a t  dogs when

th ey  tome I n t o  t h e  y a rd .  ' Who

a re  t h e  c rue l  :people?
. .  .

Some peop le  a re  s te ad y .  They do 

n o t 'ge t v e r y  e x c i t e d  about  ■ 

e i t h e r  good t h i n g s  o r  bàd 

t h i n g s .  .. Who a re  t h e  s teady 

peopie?

16 f u s s y  , Some peop le  a re  a lways f u s s i n g

nagg' ing ' a t  th e  I r  ch I I dren about  t h e
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ITEM STEREOTYPE ■ADULT

■ ADJECr iVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

t h i n g s  t h e y ' r e  supposed i r)  do. 

They never  s to p  f u s s i n g ,  even 

when you have f i n i s h e d  what  they  

say.  Which poop le  a re  a lways 

fuss  Ing?

17 F meék

mi l d

Sane peop le  a re  shy. They are  

q u i e t  and a f r a i d  t o  t a l k  t o  

o t h e r s :  Who a re  t h e  shy people?

M '■ b o a s t f u l Some peop le  boast a l l  th e  11 me. 

They a re  a lw ays ,  b ra g g in g  a-bout 

t h e  t h i n g s  th ey  have done. .  Which- 

peop le  are. a lways b ra g g in g  about  

t h e  t h i n g s . t h e y  have done?

coarse Some peop le  have bad ma.nners and



ITEM STEREOTYPE' ADULT '

ADJECTI YE(S)

/] 2

CHILDREN STORIES

th ey  o f t e n  sî\y bad words . Which 

’ peop le  sa'/ bad words?

20 whlny  . Some peop le  a re  w h iny .  They a re

c o m p la i n i n g  a lways c o m p la i n i n g  no m a t t e r

what  you do. Who a re  t h e  

c o m p la i n i n g  people?

21 f l i r t a t i o u s  Some peop le  f l i r t .  When th e y

charming want,  t o  g e t  a t t e n t i o n  -from

a t t r a c t i v e  someone they  w i n k ,  and .smi le.

WhIch peop ie  f l i r t  a I o t ?  "

22 s evere

s t e r n

Some peopi e a re  .s te rn .  Thoy 

frown. .when someone does 

some th in g  wrong ahd want  them t o  

be pun ished.  Who a re  t h e  s t e r n
^  i -

people? ^  ■



4 3

ITEM STEREOTYPE 'ADULT,

ADJECT!VE(S)

m i  LOR EN STORIES

23. I pud ' Sane peopl e ta,l  k so I pud I y ,  you

, can hear  them al I o v e r ’ the-  

house. In f a c t .  I f  t h e y ' r e  

t a l k i n g  In  t h e  l i v i n g  rx)cm, you 

can hear them across  t h e  s t r e e t -  

' ‘ Which peop le  t a l k  l o u d l y ?

.24 e x c i t a b l e  Seme peop le  g e t  e / c l  t e d  e a s i l y ,

h i g h - s t r u n g  When someth ing  happens .su dden iy ,

they  are  o f t e n  s u r p r i s e d .  ' They

• even jump when they  hear o door

slam. Which poop le  g e t ' o x c l t e d  

e a s i l y ?  • ’ ‘ ■

2.5 F ■ ■■ . ' a f f e c t i o n a t e  Some . peop le  a re  • v e ry

a f f e c t  I o h a te .  When they  l i k e  

someone ' -fhey hcig and k i s s  them a 

l o t .  Which people  l i k e  t o  hug 

' and k i s s  a l o t ?
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IT^M STEREOTYPE ADULT

ADJECT IVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

26 dominant  These peop le  make most o f  t h e

a u t o c r a t i c  ' r u l e s .  When they  . t e l l  you what 

' t o -  do, you have t o  do I t . -  Which 

people  niake most o f  t h e  r u l e s ?

27 c o n f i d e n t  . These peop le  a re  v e ry  s u re  of 

s e l f - c o n f i d e n t  th em se lve s .  They know they  w i l l  

do wel l .  In t h e i r  j o b s .  Which 

people  a re  s u re  of  them selves?

28' s o f t - h e a r t e d  

„s«nt i  menfal  

. s e n s i t i v e

These peop le  a re  s o f t - h e a r t e d .  

. 'They ’fee !  .sorry when they  see a 

k i t t e n  g e t  h u r t .  " Which p e o p l e • 

a re  s o f ' t - h e a r t e d ?

29 s u b m is s i v e  These peop le  depend,on o t h e r

dependen t -  ' peop le  a l o t .  They l i k e  t o



4 5

ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT ,

ADJECTIVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

have o t h e r  peop le  around who -ca.n 

h e lp  them dec ide  what to  do, and 

I'o’ make th e  r u l e s .  Which

p e o p l 0 ’ depend on someone el s e . t o  

make t h e  r u l o s ?

30 l o g l c a !  . When these  peo p le  have a probi.etn

r a t i o n a l  t h e y - s i t  down and t h I n k j

r e a j i s t i . c  ■ c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e  d e c i d i n g  what

Is  t h e  best  t h i n g  t o  do’. Which,

peop le  s o l v e  t h e i r  p rob i  oms 

care fu l ly?

s t r o n g

r o b u s t

Some peop le  a re  s t r o n g . .  They 

can I I f t  'heavy  ' t h i n g s  by 

themse lves .  Who a re  t he ,  s t r o n g

peopl e? . . - ■

32 s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ■ These peop le  have such good
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ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT CHILDREN STORIES - •

ADJECTIVE(S)
,

■ p r u d 1sh manners, i t  makes yo i r  s i c k .  ,

af feched They a lw ays  do.' e v e r y t h i n g  J u s t

-, r i g h t .  . -Which peop le  do

.

e v e r y t h i n g  j u s t  r i g h t ?
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FIGURE II UOY, STICK FIGURE
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Dari mou 111 D istrict School Board
• . 95 yictoria Doad,

' Dartmouth, N.&,
' .. ' l')5AIV'2 4-21-2005

. . . ' ' A p r i l  10, 1985

Dear'  ' , -

For th e  past  f  Ivq  y e a r s ,  I .have bèen employed In t h e

Guidance,  CoLuxse l l lng and P s y c h o l o g i c a l  S e r v i c e s  p epa r lm en t  of  the

Dar tmouth D i s t r i c t  School Board-. I am c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  on my

t h e s i s  f o r  a M.Sc. Program In A p p l i e d  C l . i n l c a l  Psycho logy  a t  S t .

M a ry 's  U n l v e r s l t V  In H a l i f a x .  M/' t h e s i s  dea ls  w i t h  Sex-Rol  e

S t e r e o t y p in g  In F I v e - to -S e v e n -Y e a r -0 1  d C h i l d r e n  whose mother  has a

u n i v e r s i t y  deg re e '  and i s  employed p a r t - t i m e  o r . f u l l - t i m e  1?^ t h e
■ ■

area In which  she re ce iv ed ,  her  degree.  Wi th you r  p e r m is s i o n ,  I 

would l i k e  t o  I n c lud e  y o u r  ch 11 d a's a p a r t i c i p a n t . '  In th  i.s s tu dy ,  

t h e , c h i l d  1 s ' p res e n te d  w i t h  - p i c tu re 's  and a d j e c t i v e s  and asked t o  

s e l e c t -  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  p i c t u r e  f o r  each a d je c t . l v e .

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  t h e  c h i l d  Is  asked . t o  de te rm ine  t h e  s o c ia l  

d o s l ra b i  I I t y  of t h e  a d j e c t i v e s .  ' ■

. , T e s t i n g  w i l l  be conducted  a t  t h e  school  f  y o u r  c h i l d  

a t t e n d s  and w i l l  r e q u i r e  remov ing h i n v h e r  f rom t h e  cl  assrocni f o r  

app'rpxlmatel  y ctwenty m inutes .

T h i s  s tudy  . w i l l  no t  r e s u l t  "in any. p h y s i c a l  o r   ̂

p s y c h o lo g i c a l  harm or  upse t  -to yo ur  c h i l d . -  C h i l d r e n  who h a v e ' , ” '

p a r t i c i p a t e d  thus  f a r  have r e p o r t e d  f o  m e ' t h a t  t h e y  have found-



5.3

/
t h e i r  in vo l vem en t  t o  be " f u n "  o r  e n jo y a b le .  ' A l l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  and 

t h e i r  responses w i l l -  be t r e a t e d  In a conf  ldent l_ai  manner.

A l th ough  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s u l t s  w i l l   ̂ no t  be made a v a i l a b l e ,  each

p a r e n t .  I f  r è g uested,  ■ w11 I be. suppi  Ied w I t h  a summary of th e  g ro up ,  

r e s u l t s - o f  t h i s  s tudy  upon compi e t i  o n ’ o f  . th e  t h e s i  s.

I wou ld  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  you In advance f o r  any a s s i s t a n c e

w 11 I ch you may be a b le  t o  p ro v id e  t o  me. - I f  f u r t h e r  In jLormat ion Is

r e q u i r e d , '  c o n t a c t  me a t  421-2027 d u r i n g '  t h e  day and ! n, ; t h e  

e ven in gs  a t  425 -620 6.  . . ■ '

■ . Yours t r u l y ,

L u f . ÿ )  t  io ■ | 0 VAJL.

M n r y l i z a b e t h  Lam le ,

Psy chometr  I s t -Counse I I 'or.

X .In l e t t e r s  whl'ch were se n t  .out t o  p a ren ts  whose . c h i l d r e n  

a f te nde d  day c a r e  cent r 'es ,  t h e  word "day c a re "  was s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  

t h e  word "s ch oo l  " .  - ' '■ .

■ ■ v:



95 Victoria Doad. 
Dadmoulh, N .c S . ’ '
D M m  42 j - 2 0 0 5

œNSENT FORM

I g i v e  p e rm is s i o n  f o r  my~TrétfgFte'r/son
■ P r I n t  name In f u l l  

1o p a r t i c i p a t e  In a $tudy on "Sex-Rol  e Ste reo j -yp i  ng In

FI v o - to -S ev e n -Y oa r -O I  d Ch I I  dr e n " . 

, YES ■ ■' ■ NO

I wou ld  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e , a  summary o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  p f ■t h I s  s tu dy .  ' 

YES _______________________________ -NO , -_________

Date

Ma I I 1ng Addres

P a r e n t ' s  S i g n a t u r e

M o t h e r ' s  O ccupa t i on

M o t h e r ' s  E d u c a t i o n

Re tu rn  t o :

M a ry M z a be th  Lam I e .

Dar tmouth D i s t r i c t  School Board 

Guidance,  C o u n s e l l i n g  & P s y c h o l o g i c a l  .Serv ices  

95 V i c t o r  I a Road ' .

Dar tmou th ,  N. S. .  . '

B5A 1 V2 ' • '
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SSM I I  l .ns t r  uc t  I ons

What I have here  a re  some p i c t u r e s  I wou ld  I I  ke t o  show you'

and-so(Ti8 s t o r i e s  t h a t  go w i t h  each one., ' F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I w'pul d

l i k e  you t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  p i c t ' u re  o f  t h e  boy and now I wou ld .  I Ike

you t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  - of  t h e '  g i r l .  F ine ,  new here  I s  a 

p i c t u r e  of  both t h e  g i r l  and t h e  boy ' and here  Is  a p i c t u r e  o f  a 

myste ry  box.- Now, I want you t o  he lp  me by p ô l n t i n g  t o  t h e  person 

or  the  peop le  t h a t  you t h i n k  t h  I s. s t o r y  Is  a bo u t .  . ’

Sample S t o r y

Some peop le  a re  e m o t i o n a l .  They c r y  when s o m e th in g  good 
' \  

happens as w e l l  as when e v o r y th  I'ng goes wrong.  Who a re  t h e  ’

-emot ional  peop le? Are  th ey  boys, g i r l s ,  both boys and g i r l s ,  o r  .

maybe you do n o t - u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s t o r y  ? I f  you t h i n k  t h i s  s t o r y

cou ld  be about  boys, fhen p o i n t  t o  t h e  p I c t u r e  of  t h e  boy.. ' I f

you t h i n k ,  -fh Is  s.+ory c o u ld  be about  g i r l s ,  th en  p o i n t  t o  t h e  •

' /



: , . f  y  '

'  '

p i c t u r e  of  th e  g i r l  . I f  you t h  I nk t h i s  s t o r y ' c o u l d  be about  both 

'boys and g i r l s ,  ' then ' p o i n t  . t o  t h e '  p l ' c t u re  of  both t h e  boy and 

g i r l .  F ina l  l.y; I t  you-do not  unders tand t h e  s t o r y ,  th en  p o in t '  t o  . 

th*?, pi c l 'u re  of t h e  mystery  box. '

DesI rab I I I-ty Data I n s t r u c t i o n s -  
• . . . . . '

T h i s  I s  a person. I 'm sure  .you know what  a person Is.  Now 

am go ing  t o . r e a d  th e ' ’words  and s - fo r l e s  t o  you j  ust I Ike I d i d -  

be-fore. T h i s  t i m e  you r  Job I s  t o  t e l  I me which of  t h e  words t h i s

person would. I Ike t o  be c a l l e d ;  t h e  words t h a t  t h i s  pers'on t h inks

would  be a .good t h  I'ng f o r  o t h e r  people  t o  say about  them ( read

each s t o r y ) .  . Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  person wou ld  I Ike t o  -be

c a l l e d  ( road  t h e  a d j e c t i v e  f o r  example, " m e s s y " ) ,   _________

would t h i s  .person t h i n k  t h a t   ___ ,_;   was a g o o d . t h i n g  f o r

oth.er' peopl e t o  say ’about  them?

What Is  a person,  any.way-? . (Ask' each c h i l d  a f t e r  a l l  t h e

s t o r i e s  have been read a g a i n ) . -
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Nomo  __

A g e  ----- ,

S o x  __________________

Oa1q o f  B i r t h

ü e j ! L _ S ± ô c a c i ± y p û  J t o a s ü c e  1 1  . C Î S M  I I )  

R e c Q i ^ i a a d _ S c o j Q ! j i o _ S h f t ü . t  • '

  __________  t v x t h o r  '  s  . O c c u p â t  I o n   L

r n t h o r ' s  O c c u p a  11  o n  ^  

D a t e  t o s ’ l o d _________________

. A d j e c t i v e s  • S t o r o o t y p o  M a l e

S t e r e o t y p e

F o m a l . o  O v e r l a p  O . K .  

S t o r o o t y p o

S t o r o o t y p o  , S l o r o o t y p o
D o s  I  r a h  I  I M - y  U n d o s  I r o b  1 1  I t y  

S c o r o  S c o r e

a g g r o s s l v o

a p p r e c i  a t l  v o

I n d o p o n d o n t

d  1 s o r  d o r  I y

t a  I k a t  I vG

r a t t i  e b r a l  n o d

a m b  I I  I o d :

J O l  l y

g e n t I 0

f  r  I v o l  o u s



V

X  •

' A d j è c t l v o s

y

S + e . r o o t y p o  H a l o  . F e m a l e  O v e r l a p

• S t e r e o t y p e  S t é r é o t y p é

M a  I e  S t e r e o t y p e :  

■ F o m a J  0 - S t e r e o t y p e  ; 

T o . t s ]  S t e r e o t y p e  

O v e r l a p  

O . K .  '  ■

' : ' 58

« «,  ̂ -
O . K .  S t e r e o t y p e  S t e r e o t y p e

, ' D o s i  r a b i  M t y  U h d e s I  r a b  11  I t y  

S c o r e  .. S c o r e

s t e a d y  ■ . M  ■

F M  ■ F M  ■

, f u s s y  ■ ■ ■ •- F-
-

m e e k F ' s"
-  ■ .

b o a s t f u l M ■
.» .

q o e r e o  . M ■ -

w h 1  n y  ' F
>

f 1 1 r t a t 1 o u s  ” F
■ X ;

s t e r n M  ■

l o u d  ' M  ■ ■

o x c  1 t o b i  e • F

4

a f f e c t  1 o n a t e  
%

■ F  • . ■
'  . . i

d o m d n a n t -  M

c o n f i d e n t ' - M  ,

s o f f ' - h e a r t e d F  .

s u b m i s s i v e F
.  " ■ -

l o g i c a l ' ■ M  ■ . ■ '  ' •
V .C ,

s t r o n g M
, . X  ‘ ■, "  '

s o p h  1 s t  1 c a t e d  ’ • '  F  ;  X . ■

M a i  0  S t e r e o t y p e  

D e ' s l  r a b |  I t y  ■■■■, , _

h b m a l e  S t e r e o t y f o  

■ D e s I  F a b M  I t y
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T a b le .F - ’1

Selected by C h ild ren

Responses

S u b je c ts

'i ■ ■
JO 1 S t e r e o t y p l c . A n d r o g y n o u s

O'l der  Males B 8.63 . . 2 0 .3 8

Yo.unger Mai es 12 , V 1'4.35

01 der Femal es 9 19

Younger- Femal es 11 ■■ • 13.9.1 11 .91

01 der  ■ Ch 1 1. dren 17 8 .5 #  ' - 19^13

Younger Ch IJ dren 23, • 12.17 13.17

; j
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•Table  G-1 '  . ■ ' .

■ Percentage o f  Time A t t r ib u te s  were, se I 

5dcl&Ujy_JMalcabJL&Jiy_ Eemat.eŝ

■ ' D e s i r a b i l i t y  P e r c e n t a g e s '(^1) '

A t t r I  bu tes Femal es Ma I es' B o t h , Sexes

Emotlona 1 ; ■ . 2 0 35 ' 27.5^^
A g g re s s iv e  ' • 0 t o ■’ .0 .
A d v e n t u ro u s • 90 .70 80
Appreci  a tpve 1 0 0  ■ 1 0 0 1 0 0
Weak ' . . 15 . 15 ■ 1-5
1ndependent 50 ■ ; 45„ 47 .5
D i s o r d e r l y ' 0 0  . • ■ 0  '.
T a l k a t i v e 5 . ■ : 15
R a t t I e b r ô l ned 5 - -  5 5
Amb1t l o u s 85 ■ • 75 , 80
Jol 1 y ■ . 70 . 80 ' .. 7 5
Gent 1e ■100 1 0 0 1 0 0
F r 1voi  ous ' lO ■0 , , • 5 ■
Cr ue 1 , • 5 ■ , , 0 2 .5
Steady ' 4b ■ 40 ----- :  40
Fussy ■ ’ 0 0 ■ . • 0
Meek ■ '  2 0 10 . , 15
B o a s t f u l • 0 0  . ■ Q
Coarse 0 ' 0 ' 0 -.
Whiny • - 0 0 ■0
F 1 1r t a t l o u s ■ . 5 5 ' . ' ' 50 5 2 .5
S te rn 5 o ' . 2 .5
Loud ' ■ 5 ■' . ' 0 2 .5
E x c i t a b l e ■■■ ■ ' - 50 2 5 . ' ■' .21..5
A f f e c t i o n a t e ,75 85 . . 80
Dorn I n a n t \  - ;30 2 0 ■25
C o n f i d e n t 85 ' 90 ■ 87 .5
S o f i ^  Hearted 75, 75 ■ ■ ■' 75
Submlss lve 50 45 ' ■ 47 .5
L og ic a l ■80 80 80 ■
S t rong 1 00 85 % L5
Soph 1s t 1ca ted Î. 0 0  . 1 00 1 0 0  .


