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. ;fzﬁﬁﬁojlﬁﬂﬁte‘néatymwng“?Ln«Ygung‘;Cmde:;m‘
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. . ‘\\.
June 9, 1986 .\

o

To examline the deve]ppmenj of sex-role s+ereo+ypeélln the chlildren

of professlonal; wofkmng mothers, 40 cHlIdren'beTwéen tﬁe ages of

“5-and 7 were‘fes}ed_wifh_fhe Sex“Sforeofype Mea'sure 1. Chlldren

'were . asked To; categorize sex-role s*éredfyplc aTTrlefps as

représen+a+lva of one‘bf four response ca}egorles: glrls,_boys,‘

bofh glrls and boys, and a mysfery box." " Results revealed that

older chl|dren provlded more androgynous responseo than youngerf

iv

ch{lgren; ’ There was no dlfference befween mal o5 and females fn

"Thelr aéslgnmen# of sfereofyplc attrlbutes ye+ male -sex-fypéd <

affr!bufes were asslgne<5 wlth, 2 slgnlflcan*ly hlgher frequency

‘than fanale sex~+yped a+frlbu+es by both sexes . An objecflve

measure of The soclal desirablllfy "of. fhe s#ereofprc gender“role'

af#rlbuTes was developed and- the rcsulfs lndlca+ed fha+ +here was

“'no slgnlf!canf dlfference befween these aT#rlbufes an this’ measur e

Y
¢

" of soclal deerab{llfy.py elfher females or mqles.
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. Introduction

‘Mt.my sh‘Jdle-s Ahave lnvesnw_‘.l,gafed -’r‘he'-'e;dsfenca‘ of sex-role
sfereo’rypes n' variods age groups and populaﬂom ’Numerous:
sﬂ;dles of . chlldren s sex—role developmem“ have shown fha*f the

‘ sfereofyplng process ls -already “evident "ln' ch!ldren as young as"
C2-to-3 years old (Geﬂys & Cann, 1981; Kuhn, Nash, & Brucken, 1978;
Rols & Wright, 1962; Slaby &'Frey, 1.975). ' o

Four _l;s_‘ues ar!s!-ng‘fhr.omfhls Ilfera‘rur-e ar,e_.,addressed by“rhe.
prasent’ ;sfudy. Flrs+, ;*he exfén_f to which’ se';<~rd|e_—s*fereo+yplng
-Charac*rer'lzios 5-,6-, and 7 ye'zr=o| ds -ls lnvésd'lga'f‘ed . This age

"‘group hac been shown by +he ll+era+ure as. dispd aylng a hfqh deQr‘ee
’lof sfereo-fyplc responses (Garreh‘ Eln,n & -Tremalne,' 1977; Payne,
1981_;T Tr;'emalne "Schau, & Busch, 1982 WHHams, Benned“f, & Besfr,
: C i975) ~To prlore the degree of chndrenvq ’reréofyplnq, the. s'ex'
VSTereoType Measure ll (SSM 11) was used *This measure, Qriginal Iy
ldevlsed by Wll | Iams, Bennett, and Besf (1975) as +he Sex SferooType '

Moasure (SSM), wos revlsed and oxtondod by Bost et al. (o,
This: Ins‘frumen‘r was. developed to assesq a chlld's i:nowledge of
- . the female and of the malé‘sfereofy_pe:g T_hc_a first steps In Its
.developmen'f by Wllllams ot al. v('1975) ln;/dlved édn'msferlng +'he' ”
300 —‘ lfem Adjecﬂve (‘heck List. (Gough & Hellbrun, 1965) to 50 male

and 50 female oolleqe students. lns+rucflng 'Them-*ro- se_lecwL 'Jrhoseb'

a
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édJe&lVes which were mor‘e‘ frequ'enﬂy 'aésbc|a+§d‘ with women than
with men a;yd vice versa (Wl\llams & E'ﬂennc—xhL 1'9'75- Willems & Bes’r~
1977). An adJeC’Hve was Included as part of one ‘of The sfereofypes
\.H .fhe_re_ was consenus by at !95;51‘ 75% of the male,_ subjecfs and 75%0.
"of the felxﬁ.'a'le 5_ubjecf§ _Th‘é-wt the adjeéﬂve .was";qgscrlpﬂve; of a
partlcul§E sex. '_..Jhlr+y~th§e anécfdyés coébr!sed. fhé. mal e
sfex-féofypq and 30 adjectives the f',émalié stereocty pe. .

“In- the second part of .this procedurs; Wlhl|lems- and ‘hls

colleagues aTTempT-ed .To ‘rranqlai’e +he‘ aduH" s+ereofypes I'nfo_ a

vocabulary Thaf oould be readlfy unders+ood by ch!ldren A panel

of 4 ;Judges,. lncludlng z ~psychologls+s- and 2. undergradqa‘sfa

’ psychol‘ogy studaents, comp.osed ls'l‘mple storles to ll'l_usfrafe' ;fhe :

adjectives. -Some adJectives, which ‘were -dlf¥lcult +o='frransl. ate

‘(e.g.,‘ f lr1:a+I01J$)_-were om!tted while groups- of édijed'lves which

' .appearéd 'hsynony'n'\ou's .(e.'g., advém‘u'rc'?us,_ _.d-arl ng, and-co.ura,geous):
were. reprosem‘ed by a singlo Jfo-ry The I""QCL‘”'HDQ measure n-clixded.
12 chlldren's sTorles +o represen+ fhe mal'e. sfereoType deve!oped.
from 25 of the 33 adulf mal e qferoofype adjec’rlvec’ The fema!e ‘

: sw‘ereofypé was also represenfed by 12 chlldren's s+or!es developed

“from 2‘4 of +he 30 adul’r femal e s+ereo+ype adJecﬂves . These_ 24

storles .oomposed the inltial SSM (Wllllams et aI , 1975)' which was "
revised by Besw‘ve_f"a! (1977) resulﬂng In SSM II ‘SSM 117 I ncl udes

32 5+(')r!‘es',"l_6 _rebresenﬂng so-called "fo:nale"_ +r?|+§-' and 16

~
N B ' .
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repre<en+lng so—caLIed "male" +ralfs (gee Appendlx A) TheryJOﬁe
c,of fhe male fralfs and 28 of _the: female fral1s are reflecfed In

: +hese new ¢rorleq

<A'+h1rd fep In The deve!opmenf of SSM I'l was fo check whefher :

The'résUF+lng q+0r195 reflecfed +he adul+-s+er00+ypes.h The SSMxl I
I tems were vallda+ed by. glvlnq fham to unlverslfy students who were
Aasked 10 Indlcafe for each Item, - whether 1t was asqoclafed with

’wgnen or men. Eigh+y berc&nf 6f the sfudenfs assocjafed the

‘adjectives with the expected sex.  Al%o, the responses from each

student were scored to determine ‘the number whlch were sterectyplic.

0f the 16 female Itoms, the mean-nhmbeﬁ was 14.8 whlle 15.1 was The‘

mean number for +he 16" male Items sugqes+lng +haf the Items from

SSM I adequa*ely corresponded to the adu|+ sex—+ralf sfereofypes

Fur+hermore, lllusfraflons of a man,andaof a woman were drawn
N - »

ide accompany - each of the SSM Il storles. - In the origlnal verslon,

. “llne drawing5'were'usedwbu+ Thé flndlngs'obTélned éuggésféd‘fhaf
me+ho&d|og|ca; problems coul d resul+ fram Sfory plcfure confounds
(Wllllans ef al. j975). " Accordlng To Wll!l@ms, “the children's
. responseg may havelbeér lnfluenced by’ the male and fenale flgures

poqsesslhg‘.}nheren+‘ quall+leq of the adjec#lves o Wllllams

-

/{ .

) suggesfed mlnlmlzlng such problems by UCIng "specif!cally prepared‘

. drawlngs of persons fha+ are ldethcaI ln'all respec+s except the

”cues'used to defline sex" . 6ﬁl) 3 To +his end ‘Best et al.
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(1977) developed black SLIhQUG{fQS og,_g]r|5v and boys' In varlous =

poées. ‘ The present experiment attempted to  deal wlth this

_ methodologlcal problem. by uslng "s+lék" flgures whose sex Was"

* def Ined by halr sfyle and clofhlng buf who were ldent|cal, ln ‘all
‘ o+her:respec+sf_ ln addl+lon, ThOSQ flgures did not appear +o have
' any- Inherent charac+efjsflcs or presenT pdses. whlch could be

". assoclated with any of the adjectives used (see Appendix B).

In the present sfudy,_chi!dren_were asked "to assign attributes’

from SSM Il to one of four rasponse categor!est'namely-glr!s,‘bOYS,

. both girls and boys, and a "mystery box" which was +he_eqdlvalen+

‘of a "cannot say" category. Earller reséarchers used only - two

response ca*egorleq- bqu or girls. Chlldren were asked 1o

Iden+ify ac+|§!+les, aTTr!bufes,,or careers as bel0ng|ng to ‘one of

’ +hese two ca+egorles From this research lf was ooncluded Thai a

chi|d's abIIITy Yo E*ereofype lncreases wlth age (Geifys & Canm

1981 ; L_eahy 8§ "Shirk, 19843 Rels & -ergm, 1_982_,-War,d, 1985 ;

- WIIHams ‘et al., 1975). However, a methodologlcal artifact has -

boen polnted out [n ihat. the children were presented wlth a

Twoﬁéﬁolce reéponse‘ tormat (Sferlcker & Kurdek, ‘1982; Urberg,

1982) . ~ When studies Ancluded an ahdroganus >cafegory ‘Sﬁch .8s

"both malés and  females", children displayed less " rigld

sfereofyplng and provided ‘more 'androgfnous‘.r9sponées W!fh _age
@ '

(GareTT Eln, & Tremalne, 1977; Marantz & Mangfleld; 1977 Payne,




1081 ;. Sterlicker & Kurdek, 1982; Urberg, 1982).  To-overcome this

|m0+ﬁodofoglcal prob’lem, ’rhe_ Ca_‘regory'_ "bof‘ﬁ boy‘s and Ql'rlg.'.' ‘was

therefore Included In this study. -
Aiso, the children of pr:oféss_!o’ma!, worklng women .only‘ weras

seloctod for this Investigation. Raesearch has showh "fhaf.change'
N G .

In sex-roleé sTler‘e_ow‘ypIc behavlouf Is Ilkely 1o occur In this

[

» . . & . . . R .
popul'g“rlop'moro readliy than In other poputations. . The daw‘al

suggest that parents wlith higher ‘le_ve!.s of education are llkely.’fo\_i '

foster more non-tradlt!onal sex—ro|e_a+_+l+udés (Bandura & Wal'l'eré, v

196}5 and that women and men who s‘fr.'ive for ‘gra_dua'fe zc‘jeg'rjees
exprass more l.tberal  sex-role bélle'fs (Lipman-Blumen, ’_1‘972;
Z.:U.ker'man{ 19-781-; Zukarman & Sa.yre, 1 981) .

In a study conducted by  Marantz -and Mpnéfﬁ?ld (1977), the
Impact of lmofhe_r'ls' empl oy ment on ssex;ro|e si‘ere‘ofy.bes “In femal s

children was explored. I+ was found that daughters of .worklng :

‘ . mothers held fawér, sex-rol e- stereotypes, and ‘that sféreofyplnga

_decreésed w th agd In both groups. An IﬁTerstlng relatianship-
bew‘kv_}.eeq mother! s, eun.pl'oy.r'nenf sféf'uvvs“,' degree.of s+ereo1_‘ypln§, ‘and age
oe_f_'snbjec*f' was '.1.1'0Ted. Wor'klng s__fafus.of the méfher:_ was rnc'fr
relpvanfl to . g+éreo+yg;n§ in- S-to-6 year-olds or in 9 tom11
fe_ar-o! ds; S5-to-6 ..yea;"—pl ds di} s.p'l'a.yed: rlgl d STer_\eo:rypllﬁg- w_ﬁl le

9-to= 11 yéar  0| ds showed { 111l e stereotyping. However, stereotyping

“n 7-to 8~year-olds was optimal'ly affected.by maternal work status. _

v



Fu:rTher, support for the (x)m{enﬂo'n ~~ttha+ workl.n-g m(;_j‘heps_af*fecf fh'e
. acquls}ﬂon ‘of .s'éx—rolo sfefeo.fypqs_ I,'n f'em;ﬂ e chl.| dren '_Is -p.r‘ov [&ed
by Ur?er:g (1582).'\ In hr;‘r reﬁeﬂr'ch,' 1h;'3- daughfer's'o‘;“-norklng']
mother's held. ‘féwer séxﬁ‘yped.' views +‘han the daughters .of
-.non—wc')rk.)ﬂng-r_nofhers while fﬁe'samfx did not hold true f(;r the s:g)ns.
T;) s;;m'marlze, the above |lterature suggested that:the Incluslion
m“ .ﬂ‘IG - category "both boys and glr(s'f hwou’ld ‘-l ead- :"fo a Wore
»aqdrogynéy;f) -manrl\er of res‘pond'l’ng_“.ln ol dev'“ chiltdren and ‘.‘fhahf_
L o
prQ'fesslonga.I. vomen ng_r’e A lkelby to en.cou;"age ‘the prresslo‘n 'of lass
tradltional siex—rénile views. -' Inja-qu;Hon, wdF:klﬁg mothers appsared -
16 have ‘éreafer lmpac;"f on sex-role stereotypling In f-er.nale ch;! |_iirenf
compéred to -‘mval e chll dr:e}\ '(Ur‘be'rg, ) 1952) with the | age . group of .'
771'off87j,:yéar:—01g females being ."op"ﬂmz_alTy affe_c“t_ed by meternal
"emp|oy'1me\n+ '('Mérgmz & Mansfleld,l 1977).’ Since’ ﬂ;e. present
“Infestigation Included Thev category "b6+h‘ Soys and g.l-rls"-~and
'séleded the .ch_l_!drer‘l of p‘rofegslona!,- _worklhé women only, ﬁwﬁae
hyvpg')thése;s vere .'de-vc-)l;)plod. Flirsf, It was e>’<p.e'c+ed '“rhaT .'t')ofh
“"’.fenmalegs én’d'm.a|.es;‘ woul d _selact" r_ﬁore andr'ogynous than ..ﬂer.éo*yp'l‘c“
responses; ..second‘ly', . that -o| dor . _chl.ld.ren woul d prov 1 de more
androgynous responses Tﬁgr‘\ ybuhgér_ one-s;‘ and. ?hllrdly, that there
'prlldibe no -dulf‘_fer_éncn'" between ol der fgne:! es and ol der- ,mal.e.::( in
+he)lr‘ selectlion of an'drogylnous-' responsé%."_ Al’rho|u'gh the, anve,
studles sdggesféd ;.f'he Il'lke‘l-l"h_o_od ;>f female chlldren, espec.lélly‘

¥




+ho¢e be+w@on 1he ages of 7 to 8,
- '; +han

*helr male coun+erpar1s,

11-'$houtd ‘be " noted “that
chlldren had wquipg mothers _ In.fhlé s+uéy, ali of the chlfdren
.héd profosslonal worklng mothers wl*h.the term pLQfﬁssLQnal be}ng
J;noﬁymous -w|+h educafed- §'|-
unlverslfy degree and more of1en,
a c ._ Thereforo,

v

of these woren had at | east dng
they had two unlversl#y degrPOQ'
|+ was hoped that To these moTherJ |1 woutd be juqf as
lmpdrfanf to effecT changeJ In sex- role s+ereo+yplc views held by
fhe!r sdns as Thoce held by théir daughTers

The qecond area fha+ The preaen1 sfudy explored was whefh@r a
dl fference exlsTed befween'boys and glﬂ

. s .In Thelr a;signmenTIOf'_
c+ereo+yplc gender—role a++rlbufeq Recent. s*Udles'have sdpéorfed
rhe confenflon Thaf malcs a5 a group sfereoTYpe more than females
/ L (Payne, 1981; Sfer!cker 3 Kurdek,

198? Urberg, 1082) .

~——

d!mcnslon

) Because of-
I+s qejecflve, hom0g9080U° popula*lon, +hls lnvesfigaflon prcdicfed
fhaT +hero would be no dlfference befween boys and glrls on +his

e -\" N ’
lc . L

As a Thlrd obJecTive,

——

. P o

+hl5‘reséarch

Inveqflgafed +he relaflve
frequenay wlfh whlch parficular sTereofyplc

(fanale versus male)
gender role affrlbufes were selecfed by bofh sexes, hypofheslzlné

Thaf +here would be no dlfferehce on This measure
. {

: Alfhough There
Is evldence whlch suggesfs +ha+ fhe male sfereofype Is Bearned at a_
much earl|er .age (Wllllams & Be5+

1982) and +ha1 +he sfereofyplng

oxpressing fewer'sexxfyped views

these

Y



8

.. N o
~ - R 2

of male attributes occurs more ‘often than the ’sfereofyplng of

female characferfs#lés (Besf{ 1982;'Payﬁe;-1981;_Wa}d,-1985),

was hoped that +he Influence of professional women wouldrfead to a,

contradiction of basf’rﬁsearch.

A

hsoa fodrfh “but nonethel ess prlmary area of !nfeﬁos* . the

K

B presenT sTudy explored +h0 soc!al doslrabll!fy among chlldren of
the fanalp andvmgle stereotypes.. The bulk of rel ated research_has
been conducted with adult populations and consequentiy has I Imlted

general lzabi!l Ity. Earlier studles I[ndicated thet .Mascufino

attributes were percelVed.aé"possess!ng greater’ soclal value than’

fgnlhiﬁe fraf+5' (Brovermén, Braoverman, - Clahkson, Rosénkrahfz, &

Vogel, 1970; Lynn, 1959; Sherrlfffi & McKees ,1957;’_Ré§enkranfz,

Vogel, Bee, Broverman, & Broverman 1968) . ; More recant

Informéflon sugqeffq that - There Is no longar a conslstent fandency.

'for the ma1e 51ereo+ype fo be perceived as belng mor ¢ soclally

doolrable wgrner and La Russa (1985) repllcafed a 1957 study of-'

. i
_ séx-role QoncepTIOns puhlfshed by Sherrlffs ahd McKee and They

.fépor+ed a cﬁange‘ln the Qalha+|on of the.two sexes.  Resuylts

-

auggeofed fhaT women are viewed more favourably than . In the han'”~

.and nen Iess favourably . These flndlngs wore especially +rue for.

' fanale respondenfs; i- Wllliams and Behffs (1982) doéumenfaflon of

,wqex °+ereofypes tn 25 counrrles revealed that In SOme coun+rlos the_‘

, fena|e sfereb*ype was evaluafed more favburabLy +han "the male

N
v
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‘stereotype whlle the reverse wés true -In other countries. A

-
reexamlnation of Broverman's findings ‘by Philllps and Gl roy .(19§5)
found no significant relationship for soclal desirablllty of tralts
and conventional &ex-role stereotypes at least wlthln an aduld

popul ation.

On The‘.. othér hand, chlldren's evaluations of "sex—'role

‘ stergotypes have not heen’ studied extenslvely. ! What I'imited

U v

. roséarch has been done I'ndlcates ‘that children havé s tendency to

assign posltive attributes to thelr own sex (Kuhn, Nash, & Brucken,
1978; Urberg, 1982; Zalk & Katz, .1978) and negative characteristics
. - - ’ . “

to members of the opposite sex (Kuhn, Nash, & Brucken, 1'97.8;'“

Urberg, 1962) . A rece_nfls*rudy by Ei'augh; Levine, and- Mennel | 8,

(1984) ", provides’ suppor‘f‘ for the warller .studles. In thelr

lnvesﬂga'f_l_on, children \'ﬂer-'e' prese_n*ed.,wﬂh l:f'(am_s such as “Som.e S
chlldren werk hard. Who Is Ilke. thet? Do g4ﬁls.work harder, do
hgis work hgr&er, oﬁ are they +he_§§@g?" (p. 916). " Half of the
subjec:ts.\}ere gl'ven‘ ﬂo cholceysi': .g!r|s or boy-s'whllve '1'he.oi‘her
hal £ ‘wer_,e‘ glven three cholces: !B().ys, gl'r‘l.s,_e or bo‘f.hih,sexe.s

equally.  They- reported fhaw“' children tn all grades from 2 to 10

assigned more desirable ftralts to ITh_eIr-'o«n sex and more

_‘u[\'d‘e‘slrabié\ tralts fos,‘fhe opposite .sex. - However, wlth Incrgés;l,_ng

-age both sexes showed more nega‘Hyé eval uations -of . thelr ‘oNn sex

. ‘and moﬁe positive évaluaﬂons of the opposl te sex.

o
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The pr_e\;:en“r -sfud)' af‘rémpfed to obtaln an obJective méasure of
tho' "'poslﬂvé" _ “and  “"negatlve" .valénc'ga of the attributes
~--» .51'erf—‘o+y[’)lcaliy aeql‘gned to males and- dfeméles Thlé was
A sres &
accompl lshed by pretenﬂng “+he chlld wh‘h ‘a Jﬂck flgure which did
not possess any lnherent characterlstics ‘sfereofyplca{ly assocl ated
"‘v;l‘rh 4_ma|e.o.rrffemal_e sex ro_leé, The chtlfd was Thqb asked 't'b sel oct
fhe af’rr'l bu’res'\;hlch would be. .conslder“"ed "po‘é;! Hvé:)*‘. or "deslrabte"
for Thi.s flgure. ‘ As ay result of fh‘ls morc ot.),"ljéacﬂkve means of
_éva!u:aflng the .fana'le ._and ma!e_sfer.eofyplt attributes &'\ﬁd-b'écéuse
fhe.se #sub\]-ec.‘fs were ai! the children .of professional, - wdrid-ng
women, It y.as hypothesized that Thene would be no -A!;fference
. belrween +h‘0'male ahd the female ferem‘yplc aﬁr!bm‘es on ratings
of soclal de%lrabll Ity -by. elther sex.
Final |y, a "mysf'ery t;ox"{ca'regoﬁJy was l-ncluded In an attempt to
de+ermlne H\P extent to which 5-, '6;', .and 7-year-ol.ds were. able, To’_
'_ undersfand the - tralts: +o wh!ch +hoy wer\e respondlnq' -7 Urberg
.(1982) aﬁ‘empw‘ed to do thls by uslng a3 ,“n()body" category. In thls
- study, chlldren wprp asked +o sc)rwL the" eﬂr)bln‘eS developed by
C Wi Lz?ns et a!. {1975) 'as belonglng to boys, glr!_s-, both boys and ,.
‘glrlé, ' and "hobody" .~ They weré glven 'Jnsfrucﬂéns"'fo' use -’rhb
four‘rh Pa’regory "nobody" I'f “they +hougM ”rha+ nobody was | ke 1rhe

" people In ‘the sfory or H They dld nof unders‘fand the 5’rory

v However, U"rberg (1982) repor ted that Thls cafegory was used +oo ‘




g
‘ ;nfrequenfly to be considered for scorling purposes. Jn the
‘fpresqnf sTudy, It was hoped that tha. "mystery box"'ca#egory would
.be albére uséful and lrferesflng concapt to the’ gh!ld cpmpared To a>
.‘;cafégoﬁy.calted-"nobodY", and, as gﬁresulf, would be used with &
_higher freéuency:‘. ‘ o .

. To;fsummarl;e,. this In&esflgaflbn- eprorea' four aspects ‘of
;ch[ldren's sex—roleisfereofyplng In a hIgth seleéf!vé, hqmogenqqug
.popufarlon;< chlldren of profe%sionaL, worklng women.  STx
hypofheses were - genera#ed . Flrsf . It was preéjcfed that - both
“girls and boys .would selecf mor 6 androgynous Fhan sTeréo*iplc

responsés} . second, .ThaT o|der chlldren would, .provlde ﬁqre
:qndrogynous' responées than younger énes}\ and third, . that +heré‘
would be. no difference between ol dagr females .and ol der males In
"Thelr;_sélec+10n~ o%- andrOgynous> responses. . ': Féurfh 'IT was

hypoTheslzpd ThaT There would no dlfferﬂnce between glrls and boys

In fhelr asslgnmen+ of ,ﬁereofyplc gender rol e affrlbq+os - As @

U flfth hypofheq s, Thls research predicted no d!fference In the

(

relative frequency with which male versus fema]e a++rlbu+es would
be stereotyped. As a slxth .and fln51 hypofhes!s, the presenf s+udy
"predlcted that +here would be no dlfference be*ween female and male

Real

a+Tr|bU+es ln ferms Qflsoclal deslrabil| Ity by elfher sex.
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‘Mefhod
Subjects
Tho subjects were 20 boys and 20 girl<-ranglng. In age from.>
yéars,”O months to 7 YQars; 11 moﬁfhsh The chlLdren-we%é.se!ecfed
“by three me*ths: by wofd—o%-mou+h, f%ém‘cumglaf]ve school reéords
prdVlddd by.a m&n!c}pa! school'boé}d,:@nd from Information given by

drrecfbﬁs ‘of day care centres. A letter which brietly explazlned

’ffhe ;+udy as wel} as a consent %orm was sent to parents (see -
Appendix C). Péreﬁfs Fere requested to slgn.and refufh.+hese forms
) béf;re.a chfld partlicipated In this study. In fofa},-qh|ldren were
selected from pr'day' care cen+res,.fhreé el ementary schools as
.wgli baé rby‘ word—of—mbqfh. A 'qu day céfe 'cénfrés;A‘schooi;,l and
I

private homes were all ‘located |n mldd!e—cLéés‘nelghbourhoods.

!

All of these subjects h@rejfhe-chlldren of professional WOrking

women. A Qﬁofesslonél'workln@ woman was deflned for the purposes

of this study as & woman pbssqsslng at least one and preféfably‘iwo
' o - ' S C

unlversity “degrées and currg%fly'eﬁplqudvln a career, related to

il
li

her educatlonal quallflcafydns_ on a part- or ful l-fIme Qasls.

Twenty-one of the respondenfs' mothers had-graduate degrees.
. i S -

.. /L, ) . . .
o Materlals
Ny .

The sex-role quesqunmalre_used In this study was the 32 |Yem

/

/
!

EY



specitically -for this experiment.
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Sex STe-reoType' Measure .|| 'de,y‘el_o'ped and val {dated by Best et al.

i

(1977 Two-sentence  storles composed ‘to” Il lustrate, each

attribute were read to each child. ‘An example’ 6f a story Is_the

followlﬁg: "Some people are emotlonal. They cry when something

goo.d happens as well as when everythl] ng' goes wrong. Who ‘are the

emotlonal people? Are they 'glrl_s,'A'boys, both glris.and .boys, or’

may be y,o'u' do not und_erstand the .story?" - The chlid's fask“was to

'boln‘r to.'ong of fc;ur 5n >< 8" cards placed on a table in front of

her/ him. Each card cgvrgslsfed ‘of a "'sﬂck"'flg;re drawlng of a boy,
a girl, a béy .a‘nd'e glr;l-," and of akmys‘f-ery pox.-" The "stick"
figw\:e.sc as . de's'crlbgsd l-n. .f.he '<lnf'ro'dl1cflldn - were _d_evellopé.d '

In the s_e.con_dl'parf of this oxpérlmen‘f, .Be‘sf".s Sex~ S'fgreofype
Moasure I wa% ‘al'so Gsed. . Hcimev:er .1'>hl'_s T:lme.'fhe child was
preser;+ed with a‘"s‘Hck-"‘ 'fIAgu'ré'drawn on a'.5‘".‘_>< 8" éa.r;_a-wh,lch did -

not possess any Innate characteristics "Tba*‘cou_\"d be ‘asscoclated -

with eH’,h.er"fem'l_nlnl'ty or mascul Inlty. . Once agaln, the atirlbutes: /

'acco_mpa‘n'l ed by a two sentence 's+5ry were read to each chifd. This
flmé Tﬁé c'thn's task was to’ de_ahferml‘ne'w_hlch. of the attrlbutes
woul d be consl de’r_'ed deslrébl e when appl led-to the stick figure.

Procedures

All subjects.wer'e %esﬁ‘ed Individually by ‘a female exper Imenter.- .

£



Q;._- -‘_ | | " . . o _- “ . o ‘,? - . 1_4'.. _
Tésffhg was corrled out elther In a room within the. school,
pre~school'for child's home *- Each child'waq +es+ed-!n a slngle
S©Ss lon whlch varled In dura#(on from 20 fo 40 mlnutes. | As 8 flrff
's1ep, qubJecfs were shown ;wo of 1he "stick" flgures and avked fo

ldenflfy the ma!e ‘and The femal o. Only those who .were ab!e to
accura+ely do so weﬁd Included In the .experiment. ‘The-sdbjécfs
deré ln?orméd'ihéftfhey‘would be'+o|d éTOrles about peop!e and
thelr Job was to tell: whod\ the: story was abouf'. They were tol d
That fhé story might be about glirts; boys, or about glrlq and bqu
or- that’ Théy might . not unders+aﬁd the words.  The child was
,lnsfrucfed to poln+ +o The myffery box I he/she dld not underq+and.
- the . word and/or #He -sfory (see Appendlx -D for verba+lm
Instructions). The Exddlner fhen.redd.BZ words to eégh child C(from
uSSM ||) accompanled by a c0rrospondlng s+ory The order of the 4 f'
~ respons e—cholce cards W3as counTerbalanced so that a differoni order
vas prefedfed LARN each s+ory The Examlner recorded dachvchlld's
responses (see Ap%endlx E5. for r@cordlng shcef)

The‘uchi|dren s ﬁesponses were scored fo yleld a "mald
's%érebTYpeisdore; by'coddf;ng one poinf for'The ,elecflon of the,
.-malé figdge ‘In response to a male sTere;*ype erm: A ."femn!e
sfereofype Jbore" was. arrlved at fn the' samé ‘manner, +ha+ ls, by.
counf!ng one polnf for +he yselecflon of “the meale flgure ld

responsa +o a fema|e sfereofype ]fem.' Bofh +he ma!e and fana!e




“stereotype scores were added .+oge+heﬁ"' yleld an Moverall
ﬁerspfyee soore', The possible range for' Th l s 'total S6x
stereotype score' was 0 to 32. An "and}ogyny score" was also

calculated by vsounﬂng the total number of tralts the child

assigned to lhe La1eJer boJrh males and females ~ “The total number

of fralts - asslgned by ﬁwe child +o Jrhe mys‘fery bhox caTogory was.'

'used t6 yleld a "do nowL understand ,scnre".‘ !n edd,lHon_, a
"counterstereatype score" (a .concept suggested by Urberg, p'ersor{a!
commun f cati-on, March,.~ 1986) was caltulated by oouang one polnT

for"The selection of +he ‘mal e f!gure In’ respon se to a femaJe

_s’rereo’rype ftem and by counting one poInT for +he selecﬂon of 1he

female flgure ln response to a male sTereofype 1+em.

Following the responses to the sex~role quelsﬂo,nna]‘r_e, the

selld,'wes 'J'rhen 'shovin the ‘s,e'xldess sﬂ-ck,. flgur;. 'T_he‘ child was
glven the fol towing Instructions: . |
.;TH!s is é persen I'm JUFG you know wha.wL a person Is.~ Now - |
.8m going to read'fhe words and srorles to- you Just lilke [ dld'

) before. This ﬂme your Job I's to tell me whlch of these words
'Jrhl»s person .-onld I Tke 'fo be - called- ‘+he words that Thls

person fh!nks would be a good +hlng for o+her peop|e to say

abouT ’rhem An example of a sfory 18 The fol Iowlng. ‘"Messy" o

'Qome people are messy They neyer plck up Thelr Thlngs and

are always leaving +helr c!o#hes on the. floor Do you fhlnk

e
BN



fhat this 5erson.wouid | ke fo_ge“called "mossy"? Would thls

peréon Thlnk that "messy" yas_a'good'fh!ng for ofher,péop(e'¥o

%yzmmﬁihm? . |

.The ‘2 lfem SSM Il was admlnlstered to each 'Qﬁlr({ by the
Examlner and Tha chlldren S, resp&ésos were recorded

Fol|cwlng This, each ch{!d was asked The qugs*lon,.ﬁIell me .
what you +hlnk a person {s". "The child's‘response was recorded.
1f a chlld's response’ suggos+ed that" she/he’ lden+1f|ed the - stick
flgure as belng elfher fema!e‘br mal e, a+frlbu+ed stereotyplc nale
or femal e sé«—role chéraéfe?lsflcs to +hls stick f!gure~ or did.
'_no+ undersfand the word "person" then ‘he/she was ellmlnaTed frcm‘:‘"
this-study. - SR

A "fana!e sfereofype desirabrlljy scdrg"’ was cé{&ﬁ1a+ed byi
coun+ing_one pa}n+ for the selectlon ofkg'famaie sfeﬁeofype lfém
as bejng deslrable %or *hé.s%|ék figure. In the same maﬁner; one
péln? for“ the se!ec+léﬁ of a mélé sferé§+ybé *Item ‘as belng
deslrab!cl fo\ the stlck f(gure was, rodgfed +o yleld a "male ‘

' sfereofyp deslrablli+y qcore"

To de+@rm|ne the Ilkel Ihood of ol iminating a farqe'hLmbér of

'~jqubjec+s at fhiq polnf In the Inves +]gaf)on, prior +o conducfing'

this redearch, a pllof sTudy was carr!ed out. rhe purposa of Thls-

study was fosdgfermlne‘whe+her 5~ 6— and 7 year olds were able

" fo accurately ldentlfy the word ﬁperson".._The auThor enfefed_io

- .
H
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dl fferent clas rooms at The Prlmary; Crade |, and Grade 11 level

ln fhree dlfferenf elomonfary schools and- asked. chlldren ln each

of these cl;sses to ralse thelr hands .and respond to the questlon

C"What Is @ porson?".} . 0f. 100 .ch!ldren surveyed, only.-fwo
.responded To this ques;qon In a way which Qou}d have el Iminated.

“them from this study. One chlld's response lndlcé#ed\+haT he d!d

L _ not ungderstand fhejférm pe}sqn"_by say Ing "A(péréon J§{a;ddck”
while another 'chl[dfs‘:response @ffélbufed sTeréO%yplc.,male

characteristlcs to the term stating "A person-is big and strong. "

g - ‘ T - hegu{fs
s .- ldép+lf|c§flon of the Male and f;méle Stick Fléﬁres

A1l 40 chTidrdh were able to accurately fdentify the female
and male st1ck flgures. As a résulf;'hp éhlldren ware el iminated

frdn the study on this basl's

Responses to the Ques#lon "Whaf Is a Person?m
Of “the 40 chlldren .involved “In _Th!s» experlmenf,‘ nc one ”
'rﬁspondéd'fo this quostQn In a manner which would have el imlnated

. her Oﬁ.him from this sfudy..l

Mystery Box Respdnéés

The "Mystery Box" category was used too Infrequently to be :




-

considered for scoring puui*posesl'
Stereotyping Yer'sus Counterstereotyplng
In order to !nvesﬂlgafe’ Ihe extent "o whl'c:h ‘chil-dren selected
'sfereofyp!c responses flmplylng;fhaf They knew the conventlonal

éTéreoType—) as opposad  to Coﬁntersferoofybic r‘esbonses, the

Wilcoxin matched-pairs signed-ranks test was . performed. ‘ N

si‘g'nlflcan'f dlfférence wasufogn(_l fo'rj femal es (I =0; pn=19;p <
.01) and for males (T = 14.5; n = 18; pe< .01, '
‘ }
- Sfrere'ofy-‘plhg Versus Kndrog?ny_

I was Hy}}OJrhesized that chl‘ldre(i‘would select androgynous

reéponses with @ higher frequency than stercotyplc ones. S This

" was inve;swqL i_ga‘t’ed- by .perf"orm'lng the Wilcoxi n-mafrc-hed—.pal rs sligned -
rar;ks:ﬁ‘es.f‘. ‘ ‘r}lé d—l-ffer.ence was .dl.scovere_a f‘or either mal‘o 04;
fe.m.é!e subjects. -

B The' predlction that there w'ould.-' be’ .no dlfferénco between
femalels and males’ i.n_ the frequency with which 'f.hey_- s¢lected
@ndrogynous resplmses was -.l n:/.es%‘lg.a’red by perform'lﬁg a t-test for

independent means. No- slgnlficant -dlff‘.erence was observed.

: Sferequ'plc Responses In Younger .Vérsus Otder Children

In: order ‘i‘o determine ’)‘heﬂ_ef,fécf' of age on éfereo+ypln§, E
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ohildron:wore:divlded Into youngor«and-older]subjecfg\ngng\B.o_ao
:+he dlbldlng age. ' |
T-tests: for independent means were porformed to Jnyésflgafe
the hypofhesés‘ THaT o younger children woul d selecf. mor e
s+ereo+yplc responses fhan ol der chl!dren (2 yQunger fenales‘

would choose more sfereofyplc responses than ol der females and.

?

(3),¥pUhger males would select more sfereofyplc responses.compared"

to older males.; A °|gniflcanf dlfferoncc was found kberween
younger and ol der chl{dren (t :..T.84;_:qi' = 38; R < ,lQ§) with
) youpger .chitdren glving more s+ereo+yplc responses than ol der
ones. ' As weLi; youﬁger fonoles selected slgnlficantly" mor e
stereotyplc responses than of der females (f .= 2212;‘1& ;“15;‘g <
.025) . ANo slgnitflcant dlfferenoe-was obtalned between younger and
o{der males In Tﬁelr solecfldn o%-sforeo+yplc;responses.
Androgynous Responses In Younger Verous Older Chf)dren

It was hypofhes|zed that (1) older chlldren would selecf more

.androgynous reésponses than younger ones, (2) older_fanales wou!qd

select more androgynous responses +han_younger fomalés, (3)»older

ma|es woul d choose andriogynous responses mar.e often than younger

males, and (4) - here would be no - dlfference in the selectlion of
androgynous responses Befween older fenales and o!der maleq

T-tests for !ndepehdenf means"were carrled ou+ to anesflga*e'



" these four hypotheses. = A significant difference was notod. between

younger and ol der chiidren (+ =.2.49; df = 38; p < .01) with ol der

chlldren "glving more androgynous responses co'mpar.ed +to" younger

ones. - Tn addition, older females provided significantly more -

‘androgynous responses than \;founger' females (4 = 2.1V df = 38; p <

.025)  with no sl.gn_]f]cam‘.dld-ffer‘ehce observed’ betyeen younger and

ol der males as well as between ol der femates and ol der males.

Sfereofyplng by Mates Yersus females

T-tests for. Independent means were performedl- to lnves+'lga+e

The'h_yquhesls that no sex'ldl.vfforence oxié’red In the sterectypling .-

" of .clther Mfemale" or "male" adjeci'lves_a No slgnlflcénf‘

dl fference was ‘observed:, an equa! number i)f bo‘ys and girls used
- o

As‘rereofyplc adJem‘lve‘; regardloos of the class of The adJechve

Put another way, one sex does not sfrereofype more than the othor.

%

Sfereofyplng of Female Hems Versu§ Male Hems

o

I+ was pxedlcfed that Jrhere would.be no. dlfferenco in the

frequency of asslgnm'enf "o(' fema!e.« or ma!e -adjecﬂves by the

chitdren - by elther ‘males or fémates.. The Wllcox|n ma+ched palrs

s gned ranks Tesf was performed and Indicm‘ed Tha+ ma!e sfereofype_

items ‘were used stgnlficantly more of’ren than female stereo#ype

B i

Items by females (I = 7; n = 1‘5";.@ < .01) ‘_abs well as by males (I.
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5; n = 14; ﬁ < 01); : When fhey do s+ereofype, boTh sexes prefer
kfo use "male" rafher Than "fenale" adjec1lve§ '
Desl'rabltllh/'D'a't'a
The hypofhpqls Tha+ no d!fference would “oxi st berween mal ed
and females ln fhetr percepflon of . +he soglal value of 4D ma!e ,

s.

-_erms and (2) females ITems was. examlned by performlng +~fes+5 for
IpQépendenT meanS" No slgnlfleanf dlfferéne;s.were noTed: |

The Wilcoxln mafched palr slgned - ranks test Qéq perforéed"

. to exp!ore +he predlcﬁ?on ThaT there wou!d be no. dlfference In The

frequency w}Th whlch the total - sample selecfed fena|e l+§m5~as

being more " soc!ally deslrable +han male Items. - No Slgdj¥|canf

': dlfference was dlscovered for males or for fanales.

Dlscussion

The - presen+ sfgdy examlned se?era|' lséuesf.ﬁn ;rﬁe' areza of.
_b-chlldren s sex~role sfereofyplng ' lncluded In these was the
_f?predlcflon fhaf chlldren of professional, workiné -;Cﬁen w;uld ;
. selecT androgynous responses wlfh- 3 'hlghér';frequenﬁy' ¢han;
;-:Sfereofyplc ones. o Alfhough when sfaflsflcally analyzed ?heré }

:wes no ﬂlgn!flcan* dlfference beTween The frequency w!fh whlch

\-.




o

chlldren selected s1-ei-e->oifypch"as oo,mpnred to androgynous  or
.oyer|ap.'r’es'ponses,.bofh sexes did as'-slgn attri t‘)ujes to the ovérilap
~categdry more often: Ft;m'ales sel'ected 230 stereotypic responses
as oppos_ed o 30.r androgynom ones; ;ﬂ;‘és chose 156 éfereofyplc
responses mmpared to 338 androgynous responses ~ :rhls fs an
E'Eéz:ouragln\; flndlng, .eqpeclally because further .sfaﬂsﬂ.cal
analysls suggw‘fed “that children had knowledge of 1‘he sex to 'i;h!ch'
' “'fhe s?ereoﬁype shout d be asslgned that !5, fhey se!edod
"’s”rereo“*yplc responQes wlth a'slgnlflcanﬂy hlgher frequnncy then
_coun“rersfereo*ryp C ones. DespHO fhls, ‘and . LanisfenT with
Urberg's flndlng (1982), when' glven a chance to cafeqorize Tral‘rs‘
as bofh mascul!no and femlnlne, chl]dren saw conslderable overlnp
befw’even traits appl !c.ab! e #_’0 -fernales anc! to m'ales‘ | |
~PRrevidus - studlos -which pr'ov;dééd';ionly“-‘fh'e 1wo  roesponse
categorles o‘fA'gl;“ls',Aor boy s suggesfeé that fhe._éfreremy'plﬁg'
up‘ro,cess Increases with age (Ge“Hys & Cann, 198_1; ‘Leah.y & Shlrl.(,v )
P -
1984; Rels & erghT, 1982; Ward 1985 WHI'Iamc et al.'_ 1975)
‘wime_ o‘fher_'s#ud!esn.hlch provlded a third r(ﬂ;ponf;e ca’regory,
:_'.? o .glfl.' aéé bblys, lndlca+ed ’rha‘r chlldren provlded mar e androqynous
' | >responses wH'h age (Garreﬁ Eln, & .Tranqlng,. 1977 Maran+7 ,&.
,Mansf!e|.d 1977 Payne, 1981 S‘Ter'l-ckén &aKurder‘, 1982~ Urber‘g, '
1982) ‘As predlcfed the presenf lnvesﬂga’rlon which Incl uded an‘-’

o

' androgynous ah‘ernaﬂve provldes suppor1 for +he Iaﬁer s’rudles
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Indlcating -that ol der’ chlldren selécted SIgn{flpAnTiy mqré
androgynbus reé;;;;;;JThan younger Qnes.‘ . At flrst glénce,.1+‘

| wo?ld appea} .Thé¥rifhls flndfng 'rqsulfed‘ from the ”foma}é
respbnaenfs; :i s hprThesrzeq,.'older feﬁéles did - provide
slgnlflcanfly more androgy;ous reépqﬁées .compargd to  younger
fanales. A Alihough no sfgnlficanf' qlfférencé waé _dlscovered )
befwéen: yoﬁnger “and ‘o!der‘\mélgs- Inl The::number: of androgy nous
responsésgglven,.There:was a-deflnlfé‘ffend fn this -4l rection.
In so fér as'a.comparlson of the means ISvconCerﬁed, older'haleé
"fended to provide more andrégynop§ respon%es than younger males
(see Appendlx F).

This- fendency for ol der chlldren to - selécT more androgynous
;;eﬂponses 1éan younger ones may be GXpIa]Ped by referonce to an
"lobservaflonat learnlng model. Accord ng to Thls +heory, paren{al
lquél. are seen as an lmpox+an+ facfor In lnfluenclng the sex-role
concopfs_ hel d by chl!dren, a’ flndlng sfrongly supporfed ln a
\r§§lewfgf fhe.llfera+;re By Katz (1979} . However,;lf Qay.be that
obsngaT]opal. learning can' résulf U1 chénges in‘behavlours only
: when +He: child 1s mafure enough to. process "this: quorhé%lon -
‘ (Mafanfz & Hansfleld 1077) BefOre the age “of 7 To 8, ‘the child
: méy ‘not be cognl+ive|y ready to a++end to and proce°q re(évanT :
.;Tlmujli o Selecflve affenflon +o0 the "model musf-ogcur pefore,a

édrraspond]ng change In behav four Is af fected.



A élregdy. stated, “of de.}".chl.ldr.@'n p\rév-l(d@d mora androgynous )
responses than. younger _chlldren, and fur_fr'hermor'e, as predlcfe'q,
" there _wlas'no ¢l fferénce between o|def‘ femal es and olde.c'" mal aes In
The.llr;. se[ecﬂoﬁ “of androgynous responses. U;berg'_ (1982} répoirfe_d
1h§1 thé working status of.md+hers_affecfee_+he abqulslfloﬁ of
_sex-role sterootypes .In fef‘naAI e chlldren but-not-in ‘mal e ;h'l I dren

while Merantz'and Manstiseld (1977) Indicated that 7=to 8-year-old

'f‘encﬂes‘jere optimal ly affected by maternal employment. .However, i}

It must be rer;};:‘mbqré’d that while the children In the I'éﬂ*er
_studles had working mothers, the children in this study hed
wor‘klng mothers _‘w'h_o wer_'é al so prgfﬁssjpnais ‘A'/Qaln, an
| observational learning modél woul d sugj_ges+ that chlidren are more
I kely to imitate thie behav lour of models: who, among other thlings,
are - similor to Thelﬁ .an:d»_morc_e, lmpo'r+a.nﬂ;/, " who "are lkély fo

1

o - . 4
relnforce thelr behavlour (Bandura & Walters, 1963). 't may well

be Tha1".wor'kin'g mothers, by nature of the fact that they are

empl oyed, mo-dkel a non—frad!ﬂ'on_al role but’ do not _brqvlde
relnforcer-nem‘ .’fo The.lf cﬁl]drer} ‘Afo'r‘ e_xpr_‘essln'g n;)n-fr’adl“flohal,
sgx—ro!e bel l_efg_. © As a res;;lf, the female chlldren of Qork!nlg
'mpfrh_e!r's, bélng nﬁpre'lslnﬂ.l ar to T_helr. mothers b\-/“vl-r?'ue 6f _Thelr.
gen_der{, H(;Uld be ;oré B _!!;ély to '1mi+a+e‘ thelr moTher's‘»_behavlou‘r's
Than wo;yl-d #hermale ch I':-I dren of working mothers. : On the o_"fher

hand, profoéslbnél, onklng ylomeh not caly model_- |és§'fradl+lona|

24
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sax—typed ﬁoles‘ for thelr children, but ‘may also frequently °

“Inttiate discusslons wlth and prbv?do roelnforcement to Thelr‘._

chitdren for the same. . Since !t may -be .that these professional

women are Ju5¥ as Interested In inf]uenclng and'changlng.fhe rol es

of thelr mal'e chlldren as of thelr female children, both sexes are

'I]Rely -To recelve -considerable reinf&rcemenf for expressing
Uhééﬁvenfidnal vléybélnfs. '

In contrast with earller sTuﬁIés.whlchAsuggosfed Théf ﬁale§ as
“a group .gferoofype .moéa -+han fané[ég {(Payne, 1981; STéricker &
Kurdek, 1982; Urberg, 1982), ss predicted, .the results of tho

presenfr‘sfu@y Indlcated fhafi no Slgnificant difference -ex| sted

between females and males In the -number of. stereotyplc responses

glven. - Agaln, the confllctling results may reflect the fact that
- these chitdren were from a highly  selective population -where

relnforcement was glven .Té' both sexes for fhe expression of

responses which were’lInconslstent w]%h sox—~rol e 5+e%eo+yplng.

1

" The.,. flnd?ng “In the .present Invesflgafloﬁ that both sexes |

. sfgréo+yped male |tems slgnificantly more'often Tﬁan femal e |tems,

white not expocted fo'o&cun in Thi5‘5+qdy,:ﬂs'supporTGQAln the

A 1terature’ (Payne, 1981; Ward, 1985). --Maécoby‘énd Jacklin (1974) -

‘Indicate that the d|f¥qr0n+IaL‘écqulslfron of sterectypes reflects

the more Intense .soctalizatlion expéﬁTenceﬁ of boys pomparéd to

glrts. Consl derable chlai‘pressbre Is placed upon 6oy5'foﬁ,

[
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engaglng‘in~sex—fyped behav 1 6ur's eépéél&}ly.by fafhers,-whoreés
for qlrls Thg'exboc¥éd behav lours ‘are less clearly deflned and
leég fl}mly enforced. Accé?élng‘fo Bétdwlék anq.DOUQpn (3972),
#rbm A ;veﬁy éarl; age, boys lare rewarded for exhlblflhq
"mascuilne" be%avlourq and- punlshed for exhlblflnq "femln!ne"
behavlours while young glrls are glven mor & role freedom-unTH
puberTy ~ As a result, The'ma[é sféreoTypé,.%hroth §>5y5+em ot
rewatds and punlghmen1s, is Iéarﬁed afla ﬁuch eaéller aqé: Since
+he Lhildr@n In Fhls $tudy were all +%e offqér|né of profesqlonal
working moThers, 1T was predlcfed fhai there would'be less of a
¥ehdency for 1hese mothers fo dlf%gien#lally ruward and punlgh
appropr|ate ”masculine",and "femln}ne" behav{0urs. ‘ A1+hough\+hls
'may,bé the case. lT'shou|d be noted that fhe‘efféqfévof other
agen#s'bf.sex-role séclallggfbon InCLudlnélféfaérs, peer;,'med[m
apd school s cannot Eo overloocked. | |
Con*rarffjo pasf research (E+augh; Lév{ne, & Mennella, l984;
Kuhn;.Nash & Brucken, léléf'Urﬁerg, 1982) whlch 5que€+ed that
'young chlldren asclgn poslflve anrlbufes to The|r own sex and
negative Characferls#lcs to members of .the oppositlve sex,_“fﬁo
“results of the pfegen+ leesflgaT)bn Indléafpd'fﬁaf~jhere was no
glgniflcan+ d!fferenéé befween.fe%éle and ﬁake,qf?rlbufos In terms
.of éécla! de@lrablllfy f'%ﬁﬂékalffehence_was. expééfed angd .may.

arise from Two facfors ' First, - 1+ 1s ‘possible that thls



ﬁ&nténeous .Qroﬂp of 'mofh‘_er's,u(' by both 1deology H_and exam-plé,
' _‘.rgaf.le_cfw éhd'enéodragé a pbsH*lVg val uation’ of f'er'nale. as well aé
.r'nale cheracteristics.

: A “second expléﬁéﬂ_on w~hlcar.1 coul d ac.co.un‘r. for this di-fference
ls 1'ha*.r fhe. prev'lc')us_'-rescnaarc_h.v.(as lm;\f'ounded t;y a'mefhodolegl'cal
_artifact. '. '!n.__ the prev-'lc-)us. sTud.les,,_'r 3 blas. may have been
" ln‘f;oduce‘d making I‘T Impossible to ‘obtaln _e;n pbjlecfli/'e e_vafuaﬂo‘n
of the deslrabll Hy of éferoc.)f-y'plc ;‘3Hem's. Young ch‘lll dron were
presenfeé.\;vlfh,adJecﬂves-whlcb haci aéqulre_d socl al valt;e' to *rhe-n.\-
and asked ‘fo “Ind!cate ‘.whefher' These: ad}jecﬂv.e's were’ asspc[ ated -
w'lj"h‘ thelr own sex or wH’-h +he-<.)'pp<'>s'|+e sex. It Is uni ikely that
- fhey woulﬂ Iodf cate that an u-ndeslra.ble’a‘“I;T-.rlbufe v.vas descriptive
~of Th-e.lr'own SOX ;;,rob.ably bec'apis'e They would | nferprc‘ewL this as a°
‘refl.em‘lon_‘. of 1‘rhefnse'!ves a'nd. Qould be . unwill lAng fo ,(_jésc;rlbe
_-fhemselv'evls in an unfavourable 'manner.‘ “In the same .veir), when
prosented with a pos*lﬂ\./e adjoctive, - It Is highly | Ikely Mhat they
w<.>u‘lld _geled fh i_s‘ adjective 'aé. desc'rlpﬂva“ ‘of ‘fh“e‘lr own  sex
'porcel\;-lng thetr selecﬂon as .prqsenfjng ‘\’;h_emsélv'e's “In a
féyo'ur_abl’e light. ~ The ‘_presa.mL “study pr?év Ided .a r;\ore o'bJeCT.l\;e_
eval}lua.filbn By hav Ing rfhe chlldren respdnd: to a neutral -sTIm.u_l us of |
s whorsont, o

“In Urberg"s'expeflmle;\’r (1982). fﬁe‘ca;régor;y "nobody" wa's. not
used Q:ffé;w"enoﬁgh'"f.ojbéAoonsIdereQ for soorlng" pur})oses. vTY.\e_



" samg was true of the "my stery béx" In +ﬁe presgnf ;Tud*. Al though
"1t was hopéd Thaf'fhe "hYsTery’box" woul'd be E'monc_usoful and
lnferéSTlng coﬁccpT to fhé chlldéo&, +hls was not Tgo case. BTHG
- category wgé used a TdTal"of. 17  fimes 5y femal es: whl|g,.méles
sé ] acted ‘%hls bafegory\ énly 7 times. : Examination of _1he.
ch1|ﬁrén's jndly}dpal résponses Iindicated that na single adigcflva
was conslsfenfly‘éss3gnéd to The>m§§TeEy box‘guggesT}ng'Théf fhc:
adjectives were general ly Qngréfoo&'by the childron.’
Thé(des[rablllfy Failngs @ach atiripute récolved isoé Appeﬂqix
AG)‘hay_also Provl&e information as o whethior these adjecf{ves.aré a
undersfppﬂ ;n a simitar way by chlldren: s They areAby adul 1s.
Thé 'words “indepgnden%"l.ang fs#eadyﬁ:'repelhed ;olafively low
destrabll ity Egilngs whi]e.dsubmissl;eh and ”fIIrTa+i0u§” rééelved
‘a hlgher EéTing. BE lélpésslbieiThaf the sfoﬁies deVeldbcd bY'
Best et -al. (1977) to coﬁveylfhe meaning of Thpsé adject lvas may
not glve the same\meadlhg'fo.chllﬁrgnfas to. adul ts. Thi's Tssue
may merit furfﬁér inVe;T{gaf!on.'
-;Alfhough Fowas beyqnd }he scope of;ihlé study, 11 might be

wor thwhile: Té look at éubjecfsl who .élve ﬁlghfyi aqqéogyndus
vfesédﬁggs_ andi coﬁpare( f&qﬁ to subjects who 'proﬁfaQ,-highly'
stereotypic FespOnges'#o determine -whether éné grohp seLoch_aéné
‘attributes as .deslhaplé (elai;§e“ %é fhé) other group. . There

'appeahs 'To.;be‘;an -Q%flfuée In 'socféfy which. suggests’ Théj'



Bor-

sfereoTypan ?reSulfs In a négé{[vé :eyaluafféﬁ jbf a grﬁup of
peép{e; Iflmlgh} provelihtéresffpg to ekplore.fhls fufthr.-

_ Flnélly, the resuifé of this sfudy'suggeST that In +hé.presenf
study these children had Rho;ledge'of Thelgfeceofypé, bu% fha{-
_‘ this knoyledgé did noT.resulf In-one sex-role s+er901ype be|ng.‘

Hevalued rela+ive:fo the other. * The rgcpgnlflopxand-éccepfance
of qgiféreﬁées befwegn the -éexes wffhoﬁfi devalué%lon }s ,aﬁ ’
encof%ag!ng'flndlng: | |

b



L T ———

. Bfovgrman, . K., Broverman, D. M.., Clarkson, F. E.

30

References

‘Bandura, A., & Wal ters, R. A..kLQGS).‘ Sacial LQa[nLng_ﬁng

nersonal Ity development. ~ New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.

Bordwick, . J., & Douvan, .E..(1972). .  Amblvalence:  The

soclal ization of women. In J. Bardwick, (Ed.), Readlngs on the
ﬂSXihQiQQXMDi_XQHﬁD'(pp.,52-58). New York: Harper & Row.

- Best, D, (1982)21 An overvlew of flndings from children's studl s,

In 25 countries. In R. Rath, H. S. Asttiana, D. Sinha, & J. B.

P. Sinha (Eds.), Diversity and unlty In cross-cultucal
;uﬁﬁjmﬂ;&u Qpp.i261—271). Netheriands:  Swets & Zeiflinéér.

R

Best, D., Wildlams, J., Cloud, -J., Davis, S., ‘Ropertson, L.,
Edwards',- e, Gnos, e, 8 Fowles, . (1977). _.Dev’e’l"c?pmnf ot

sex tralf s+erpofypeq among young chl|dren tn +ho Unlfod Sfafes

Englan and !reland ChiiﬂAQQXQlQamﬁni Aﬂ, 1375~ 1384

)

, Rosenkrantz,

P. S., & Vogel, 5. R. .¢1970).  Sex-role stéreotypes. and .
. clinlcal judgements of mental heaith. Journal:of Consultlng and
«



31 .

Clinleal Psychology, 34(1), 1-7, S s
Etaugh,  C., Levine, D., & Mennella, A, (1984) . :Development of sex ’

bieses In children: 40 yéars later. Sex_rales, 10, 913-924.

Garrett, C. S., Ein, P. L., & Tremalne, ~L. "(1977)..  The
“devel opment’ of.'gender_:sfﬂr@ofyplng of adulfl occupations In
elementary school children. Chlld Development, 48, 507-512..

Gettys, L. D., & Cann, -A. (1981).. Ch}ldren'gfperéép+lons of

oécﬁpaflonal sex stereotypes. Sex Roles, 1, 301-308.

s

Gough, H. G., & Hellbrun, A. B. (1965). -Adjective check llst .
manual. Palo Alto, CA: Consulflng'PsYcholoQIst Prgss.

Ketz, P. A, (1979). The development” of female ldentlity. - Sex
Rales; 5, 155-177.
Kuhn, 0., Nash, S: C., & Bruéken; L..(!978), Sex ro|e concep+s of

'Tyo—and-fhree—year—olds.. lXUJjLIMELQLmeﬁni, 49, 4!5—451.:

-

Leahy, R. K., & Shirk, 'S. R. (1984). The development of

classifictory skills ahd sex-tral+ sfereofypés’ln ch il dren.: ﬁﬁx.



32

Roles, 10 , 28{-292i-

Llpmaﬁ*Blumen, J. (1972). How ldéclogy Shapes women's | lves.

Sclentiflc American, 226, 34-42:"

Lynn, D.- B. (1959), . A'note on sex dlfferences In The,developmenf‘
of mascul Ine and feminine Identification. Psychologlcal Revlew,
66, 126-135 . '

Maccoby, E.. E., & Jack!ln, Q.'NL (1974) .. The_ psychology of sex

differences (VOI.II>,. Stanford, CA: Stanford Upniversity Press.

Marantz, S. A., & Mansfield, A. F. (1977). Maternal employmént
and  the - .development  of sex-role  stereotypling In

. flve-to-elevenyear-o|d girls. “Child Development, 48, 668-673.

Payne, B. D. (1981).  Sex and age.dlffefences.ln the gex—ro|e_
stereotyping of third and fIfth grade childrer. Sex Roles, 7, .

135-143.

"Phillips, R. D., & Gilroy, .F. 0. (1985).  Sex-role stereotypes.
and clinlcal Judgments .of mental health: " the ‘Broverman's

findings reexamined. Sex Roles, 12, 179-193:



Rels, M. T., & Wright, S. (1982).  Knowledge of sex-role

stereotypes In children-age 3 fo 5. Sex Roles, 8, 1049-1056.

Rosenkrantz, P., VYogel, S., Bee H., Boverman, [., & B_rovbrman D.
M. (1968). '-Sex-rol‘e s‘i'ereoﬂpes-and sel f—concep+§ In col lege
students.  Journal of Consylting and ummuwmm 32,

287-295.

Shgrr'lffS, AL C.,7 & .McKée, “J'.’ P.. (19573, Qualitative aspects of
- bellefs about men and women. - . Jdournal__of Personallity, 25,

451-464.

Staby, R. 6., & Frey, K, % (1975). Development of gender
constancy and sehective ..aﬂ'ehﬂénf to same-sex models. _gzn' Ud

Development, 46, 849-856.

‘Sterlcker, A. B., & Kurdeék, L. A, (1982).. Dimensops and
corr‘calafes of third l_’rhrolugh " elght  graders! sex-rol e

sel f-concopts. Sex Rales, 8, 915-929.

Tromafne, L. S., Schau,.C. G., &Busch, J. W. (1982). Children's

occupational sex—fyplng. Sex Roles, 8, 6%1-710. .
LY R v . . .



TN 3374

.

' Davelopmental Psychalogy, 11, 635-642.

34

-Urberg, K.-A. (1982). . The development of the concepts of

mascul Inity and femininity. In young children. Sex Rales, 8,

659-668 ~;
4

Ward, C. (1985) . Sex *tralt stereotypes In Mal-ayslan children.

' Sex Rales, 12, 35-45.

" Werner, P. D., & Laéussa,. G. W. (1985). Persistence and chenge In

1089-1100.

e

sex-rol e stereotypes.. Sex Roles, 12,

Williams, J. E., & Bennett, S. M. (1975). Tna deflnltion of sex

stereotypes via the adjective Checkl!sf. Sex _Roles, 1, 327~

2}

Wittt lams,” J. E. ; Bennett, S."M., & Best, D: L. (1975). Awareness

and expr_ésslon ~of " sex stereotypes. In young  children.

-

WItUlams, J.- €., & Best, D. L. (1977). Sex sterootypes and tralt
“favorab!.'llf‘y ‘on  the 'adje'-:'ﬂ.',ve check |l1st. - ,Eﬂucﬁ:tLQn,dL_,,and '
Psychologlcal Measurement, 37, 101-110. o -

Willlams J. E., & Best, D. L. (1982). Measurlng sex sterectypes.

Beverly Hills, CA: Sage Publ lcations, Inc.

-~



35

v TRNS: R., & Katz, P.-A: (1978). - Gender stfitudes In chlldren.

o L 4, 340-357. o
.'Zx}ckerma_n, D. M. 6198‘1)... .Famliy background,’ sex—rol‘e‘aﬂ]“rd.des, -
'”',"a‘nd Ilfe fg}bal s of fechnléél' college “and unlversity students.
- . Sex Roles, 7, 1109-1126. * -
. oL . . .)
: " Zuckermen, D, M. ‘& Sayré; D. H. (1982). ° Cultural sex-role °
‘ <éxpec’faﬂons_ and childrents sex-role coﬁc_ep“rs.. Sex_Roles, '8,
. 853-867. '
% * .
I .ﬁ‘;‘f'“
. e ’ .
5




PO . CLoor . Lot . . PR . LR . . A TR
. N N « . . N . . . . - - . . ’ . T ) .
v . . . - e, E
. Yy ' . - . . . . . N T
. . . “ . ' - ’ - .
. - N . . L
. . - - .- . . - ’ L
- N N B B - e .
. R . . . .
. . . . . . .
N : . - - . . . ! Lt B '
N = . N . o7 - - T .
. ’ . . -
- . ’ s . ‘ :
: - . - A . \ . - .
- - . Kl : * :
. . - oo ‘- . .
' . . - ' . . . ° . . . .
. . . . . ! .
' . . ' at ' . . s h v
. . . N . . . . . . kT ' .
. . . .
¢ . . . . . i ‘ . .
. . . . . . s
. ce .. . N . - > . . A
. N ) P . ) : . ’ LN o
. o . - N ' . ' . . ° - 3
. . . L3 . N . £
. - , . .
. . . .
. R - . « N .. . . . . . N N N N » ‘ . T
. - * - - " - .
. . K . . ) B i R .
L . . . o . . ' ¢ S < .
. '_’ . - N - E— . t N N ‘,‘N . -
. T N ' | . B : - ' . o
. . s . . . . . .
. . . . . P
) . . -, . i . . - P . . .
. ” ! . . - . ) s, . . .
- . . . . . e . . - K
' LT . 1 . . L. . - s n b
R . . B : v L. ~ S . N
. * . . . . . . o . . .
. — . . o . .
. . . . . . . . . .- .
N + . + . N . . . . L
. . ' N . ¥ " il .
. B N L N ‘ ce, e . . . . N o

. . . : L . e P L
: . . i . ) . . R . . E Lo . -
. . ) . _— c - X . :
N . . . . CEY . B ~ . . .
. . N . . .o N Tt > Ts. ' ) . . N . ' i
! vt t. . . ' oAt B PR R . N . ! a Lot ° ° . . G
R . ; Py . . : B . .
' L Lot C .. . ot N . . ) L S : s
. ’ g v oot - N A * ’ N . e " . . . " . . i} B P .




Table A-1

36

Eﬁmiﬁ_LE)_nnd_MaLﬁ_iMLsm:mngﬁ
ﬂﬂJﬁﬁilx&iﬁlmﬁnd_ﬁhilﬂﬁﬁn_&~QBMLUm

- ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT .

" ADJECTTYE(S).

CHILDREN STORIES

| - F emotional

2 .M . aggresslve
assertive
tough "

g N

forcefu!.:

S -'adverfurous‘

daring - .

courageous

Some people are emotional . They
cry when somethling good happeﬁs

as well as when eyerything goes

wrong. ~ Who *are ‘the emotlonal

- .people?

“These people are always pushlng

other poople around and gefflng

into fights. Which people get’

Into flghts?

" These psople are adventurous. .

They went on a Safari:+o explore

“Africa. They saw 7 ots of Ilons,t

el ephants, and monkeys. Which



%

ITEM STEREOTYPE

CADULT

ADJECTIVE(S)

_ CHILDREN STORIES

4 F.
"5 f

6 M

7 CM

- appreciative

. Indepandent

¢l sorderl y';

people are’adventurous?

When you glve one of

- people a present,
appreciate 1t v‘ory n}uch.

always say- "thank you'.

people say "thank you?"

. These people arg weak.

Who are the weak people? -

_,\”"

'H.xlese .
thaey.
Th 03./

Which

- Thoey

N .
. need help 'fo [Iff heavy thlngs.

. Some_‘ people can get - along by
Ahemselves.  They .don't need

~ someone " to hetp them or to ‘talk:

to Fhem. Whlch;'peopl e gd'i" -along

by themselves?

Some peodple are messy. _Théy
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ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT- . CHILDREN STORIES

q © ADJECTIVE(S)

—— . S T s S

never plck up Thelf‘Thlngs -and

"are alvays | eaving thelr clothes
on the floor: Who are.the messy

peoble?

8 M tatkative °7 Some . people talk a lot.
. Somefimes .t seems |lke dhey
talk-all the tlme. Which people

. falk a lot?

9 ~ F . rattlebrained Some people are always éhang]ng‘
| thelr minds. V Tgey' might 'saf

T Myes".now and flve‘mlnufes later

é;y "no". - Which pedplé ~are;

- always changlng thelr minds?

10 . M ambitious Some, peopl e haQe’a[ways wanted -
fo_bwn a ng s*ore.Q‘They'éaved

T



'ITEM  STERFOTYPE

"ADULT,

ADJECT IVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

1 M
12 F
13" F

Jolly -

génﬂ e

-frivolops ’

up, all ‘“thelr monef and were

finally able to buy If. Hhich

people own a bjg storaot

Suné 'beople ére Jol ty. ' ‘Thoy
l ke %o Iéugk. a lOt:and tell
funny, stories that make other
peép!é laugh. Who are the Jolly

¢ ek
poeple? . .

These people'a%é gentie. When
they hdld . pupples, +hoy_iare

careful not to hurt them. Hho\)-'

dre the gantle peOpIé?:

Some people spend money -on sl ly . .

things. They offeé buy things-
¢ R Lo
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ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT

CHILDREN STORIES

‘unemot] onat.

~-unekcttable

fussy -

nmagging

ADJECTIVE(S)
they do- not really need. Which
people buy silfy things?

14 cruel Some people are cruel. They
sometImes hur%’ other peoﬁle_ on
purpose and make them unhappy.
They throw rocké-réf dogs when

they ¢ome Into the yard. - Who .
are the cruel people? )

] - .steady " Some ﬁoople-afe steady. They do

stable not gqf very exclted about -~

“elther good things or bad

--Th[ngé._ .. Who are Thé_ steady

peopl e?

Séme peopl e are-always fhsslhg
at thelr chlidren about the _

st
Ryt



C 41

17

" ITEM STEREOTYPE - ADULT

" ADJECTIVE(S)

U Y

. CHILDREN STORIES

Fli meek
mild
M T boasff ul

M. coarse

things they're supposed 1o do.
They nev er s%op fusslng, even
when you have flinlshed what they

say. Which poople are always

" fussing?

Some pedple are shy. They are

. K -
~qutet and afrald to talk fto

_ others: -Who'are the shy people?

Somae people boast all the tlime.

They are always’ bragging about

_fthe things they have done. Which

pebple aro.é!ways bragging about

the Thlnés_?hey have done?

-

Some people have bad manners and

“oa



"ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT °

ADJECT IVE($)

" CHILDREN STORIES -

20

21

22

whfny.

compl alnlng

flirtatious
charming

attractive

severe

stern

they often siiy bad words. Which

'péop!é say bad words?

Somo people are whiny. They are
always complalning no matter
what you do.  Who are the

COmb!a!n!ng pebplé?t

Some peob!e flirt. When they -

 wan+_To‘ge+ attentlon from

somedne they wlnk_ and smilo.

" Which people flirt a [of? -

Some people are stern. They

“frown,  when someone does

" something wrong and want them tfo

be:punlshedﬂ Who are the stern

poople? . -
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CHILDREN STORIES -

ITEM STEREQOTYPE 'ADULT .
\ ADJECT [VE(S)
S

23. Mo | oud.

24 Fe axcltable

high-strung

25 F

LY

‘can  hear them all

house.

affectionate _

Some people talk so lpidly, you
over' tha.

In -fact, If they're

Tafklng in the l]vlng‘rdan, you

can hear them across the stroeet.

Which people talk loudly?

‘Some people gt oxclted easlly.

_When somethlhg haﬁpens_sudden]y,,.:

They'are often surprlsed." They
even jump when Tﬁey hear & door

stam. 'Which.people gef~éxcl1ed

easily?
“Somo paopl e are - vory
affecttonate. When they |lke

someone “they hug and kiss them a

" lot.  Which people Ilke to hug

- and R]ss a lot?
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ITEM™ STEREOTYPE

"ADULT .

ADJECT IVE(S)

CHILDREN STORIES

domﬂnan%

auvtocratic

conf Ident

.'.self;cdnf!denf

26 . M-
PR M
.28' : .F

29: 3 ﬁ‘

soft-hearted

sentimental

sansltive

submlssive

dependent .

These people make most of the

rules.  When they .tel!l you what -

“+o do, you have to do It. Which

people makg most of the rules?

Thaese people are very sure of
+hem$e}ves. They know they will
do well In thelr jobs. Which

paople are sure of themsel ves?

These people are soft-heartéd.

They fee! sorry when they see a

kitten get hurt. ”Whlcﬁ-peop[e-

" are sofffhear¥éd?

These people depend,on other

',pgopie_a [ot. -Théy l ke to



Ay
-

ITEM STEREOTYPE ADULT

ADJECT IVE(S)

‘CHILDREN STORIES

30 M

{oglcal
rational
- real lstic
31 .M strong
robust
32 F sophlsticated

}peop!g ‘solve

ha;e 6+He% peqplé around who -can
hélp ThEm déqlde what to do, and
to” make the rules. Which
peqplé'depend 9n someone qlson+o

make the ruloes?

When these people have a problem
= :

. “ B
they -s!t down gnd think$

careful ly beforae deéldjng what

ls the best thing to do. Which,

-~

thelr .problems

-

- careful ly?

‘Some people are strong.. They

can |Ift “heavy ~ things by

thémselves. Who are the. strong

" people?

These people have such good
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,

ATEM STEREOTYPE ADULT - CHILDREN STORIES
ADJECT | VE(S)
- prudl sh . manners, it mako s you slck. .
affacted " They always do; évery*h!ng Jusfz
right. . “Which people do -

everything just right?

<

Lo
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9) VlCtOFl’\ Road -
Dartmouth, N.&.
CB3A V2 421-2005 ¢

~arevmays

' z"\‘r\}x.';‘!!?g:prs‘w;_\‘# .

April 10, 1985

Dear’
for the past five years, | _hav(.a‘ been employed In the
G.uldanco, Caunselllng and Psylchologlcal Sery.lc.es.'l‘)epar‘lmen:f' of the
Dar tmouth .Dlsfrlc‘r School Board; |A am currently worklng on‘my
thesls for a M. Sc. Progrem In App| !eq Clinical Psychology -a;r St.
‘.Mary"s Unlversity In Hz;llfax. _. My thesls dealé with Sex—RoIé
_SfereoTyplng In Five-to- SevemYear-Old Ch!ldren whose mother has a
unlversH'yl_degree'and I's employed pwrﬂhﬂme or full—ﬂme e Jrhc_—z
are;a tn which she recelved her deg_reg, With your permlsqlon I
would | H-<e T.o Inctude your child as a parﬂc!pam. In 1hio sfudy,
the.chltd 1Is, presenfed wlth plctures “and adjedlv.(,s and asked to
seloct: _+hé r_n_osf lapproprlafe_ plc‘l’ure for oach 'adJecﬂve
Foltowlng 'rﬁ.ls, f'he..ch‘lldv Is.‘asked to de‘feir;nlne *rhe soct al
'doslrabl‘l Ity of the a.djec‘:'flves.
Testing wlll be conducted at w‘hel school ¥ y(oor chltd -
attends z.nhd. will ‘relqul,re remO\;.lng h_lthr ffo_m the ¢&lassroom - for
‘ appr_c;x.ymate.ly.,‘&e.ntqu!_angs.. :
. Thls-r s;rudy ) wIQ:II nof’ | fésuiJ‘r in  any. lphyslcal or
psyéh'ol'ogléa] harm or ,'upsef. :;ro' .your 'ch'lld..~‘ Chlldf*én' who have o

participated thus far ‘have reported to me ' that they have found.



- 53

/
Y

' thelr fnvo}vaneﬁf.fo be "fun' or enjoyable. = All partic]pants gﬁé
Thelr rggpohsés_ will- be “treated In a confldénfkéfilﬁénner.
Although Indlvldual results Wil “not be"‘made a‘v~allab|9,- each
parant, lf'Fégueéfed,.wlll be:sUpﬁlled %th a éummaky of the grOQp.
.hrésulfs¥o¥ Thls study upon.qomp[ef{bn'o{_fhe Thesls.' |
I woul d {lke to thank you In advance for any assls+énc6
which fou may be.ab|é fd'prqvlde to me;i~;f further Iqigrma*lon.ié
_requiréd; coh+éé+ me at 421-2027 durling’ the day and If¥jfhé
pven[ﬁgs-é+ 425-6206. ' -
| Yours fruly, N
< Lo . N
gﬂqékﬁéjtbnwijngfj}y:¢[;ka\wgkf,
Mary | Izabeth Lamle, Co

Psy chometr { st-Counsel [or .

R .[h {etters which were sent out o parents whose .chlldren
- attended day care centres, the word "déy care" was substituted tor

the word "school M. -



Dartmouth Dlstmct e%@hool BQafd-

Dartmoulh, N.&.

L\-Jh 3
i’\ \. )‘Wﬂ‘f‘b« P

CONSENT FORM

| glve permission for my datghter/son - .
Do . : c Print name tn full
"1o particlpate In . a <study on "Sex-Role Sfereojypl_ng In

Fi ve—_fo—‘Seven—Yoaeri d Children®.

JYES o NO B _ —

I 'would |lke to recelve.a summary of ‘the results of thls study.

YES " ©NO
Date- o S Parent!s Signature
Malling Addroag~_A . Mother's Occupation

v

Mother's Education

‘Re.fu.rn to:
Mary | izabeth Lamie
Dar‘ﬁno'u‘rh .lefric; S'chool- Board
v -Gul'dance, Counsei Ilng & Psycholog!cal Servlices. o E n‘_'
_95 \/lcforla Road R
Darfmou*l'h, N S.‘

B3A'1 V2

9)mGnwiQomi__‘
B3A [V2  421-2005

PN
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SSM 1] ‘Lnstructions
What | have here a're some plcturds | would |ike to show you
-arid-éqne sw"orklv'es that go wlth each one.j- '.F!rST of all, | would

| Ike you to polnt to the plcture of the boy “and now | would. ! ke

w

you to point to the plcture.of the girl. Fine, now here Is a

plcture of both the glﬂ and the boy'a-nd hera ts a plcture 51‘ a

mystery box.. Now, 1 want yo'uvfo‘.h_elp me by pblnf!ng' to the parson

2

or the people that you think TAhl,s. story Is about.

Samp| o Sfory- A

Some people are emotional. They cry when somefhlnf gbod
happens as wel! as when overyﬂ{l'hg goes 'wl*ong. Who are the

“emotional peopAI e?  Are Th:éy boys, glr!s,'béth boys and glrls, or .-

, rﬁaybe -ydu do nofwmderts*l'éh.d the ‘story? . If you think this story

coutd be about boys, then point to the plcture of the boy. =~ If

you Th‘l.nk_ th'l's story could bej'abouf glris, +then point to- the

5

-



'p!"cﬁ"ure‘of‘ the glrl. o you'—AThIr;k this story could be about both

‘boys and glrls, ;t'he'n’pol_nf to the: pl'cf_ure.‘of. both ﬂ\@'éOy and
glrl. Finally; If you do hof.unders‘fand the story, then point to

*rh"é, plct uré_ of f.he fystery box.

Desirabil ity Date instructions -

This Is a person. . !'m sure.you know what a person ls.  Now

Ifam goling to .read the"words and storles to you just ke - | dld -

befora. “ This time your ~job l:'; to-tel IA me whi.ch of *rh’o words' thls
per;gg woul d_‘l ke to be called; ‘the words that this person ‘thinks
Qou!_‘d be a .good ’rh'_i‘hghfbr other people to say Vabom‘ them (r_e:;ad
aach éTéry). : "Do you think: Théf’fhis person .womd l_lkerlfo -t-)e
cg!led. (.ro'ad the adjective fon‘".examplé, "meésy”'s; e

o i e

woul d this .person think that was a good thing for
other people to say ‘abou*iThem'?;
What 1s a person, anyway? ,-.(Ask' each child after all the

'storles have beeh read agaln) ..

0

S
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Sex_Starsotype Maasure !l (SSM11). i - -
Recocd and_Scocing_Sheat -

Name Qs{hor' s Decupat bon L
Age Tathor's Occupation I
k)

Sox

Datg of Birth

Male

AdJectives - S‘tereofypol‘ )
’ . Stereotype

Date Testod

fomalo
Sterootype

Ovor( ap

0.K.

Storootypo T S

torootype

Doslrabliity Undoslrabifity

Scoro

Scoro

S P T
emol lonal | Y OF
aqgrossive M . A JiL N SSUESUUUU: SUT,
adventurous | Y BN - T
o » . | 0
approclative f
wpak r B g — e} e
{Tndepondont - | M : — R
disordorly - M B i B S
“jtalkative - F :f:‘l i | - —
ratt!| ebralned F T - o SR .
amblilous’ . M o — JE S
oty . T B i
gentie . - II F ' — SO SO
f.r' l.vol ous V. T‘ ' T - - PR ‘ P
-cr:uell M ) . RE -
. .
A ; \:. * ‘
s ., * ' b . : . . ' ‘: ) : ) (] s ' i .'
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S ' ';Adjécflvos' . Stereotype  Male - _-.Femalo . Overlap 0.K. Stereotype = Stereotype
C . ' - ' * Stereotype Stéreotype “'Desirabl! 1ty Uhdesirabll ity

B T Scoro . Score
_‘=\\_“ . - I'4 K o o - - R ; . : A4 VA F M \ F M .
. ; .. " |steady Y ‘M : 4 R ’ ’
: ",‘,_ o ““fl.}'SS'_Y~ G - - o
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Table F-1 _ ) _
. N | : - =

Responses

Subjects © n, - Stereotypic S ,iAndrogynbus

M
4

: ' | o R
Otder Mafes - 8 - 8.63 .. .20.38

Younger Mal es- 12, _f0:58 P T . 14.33
Ol'der EQMBIes -9 %866 - - ‘  19.33 T
Yov;xr;ig.;er-Fea.males. 11 01391 BT S
Ol.der-Ch’ll_dren 7. 8.9 - . . 19.83

Younger Chlldren 23 - 12,17 : _ 13217

+
)
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Tabi e G-1
p : ..Eﬁccaninge Qf llme Ajir:lbu;tﬁs nﬁca salﬁciﬁd as felng
Soc. LnUy ,QQSJLQILLQM_,F ﬁanﬁS,. _Mdnd_mm
Deslrabll Ity Percentages (%)
" Attributes Females . Mal es! Both.Sexes
. - o - S T
Emotional L .20 35 L2755
Aggressive - -0 -0 .0
Adventurous: , 90 70 . 80
Appreclative _ 100 . o . 100 100
Weak . 15 . 15 - - 15
: . lndependenf 50 - : S N 47.5
T Dlsorderly I 0 -0, o
' ' Talkative < 5 .15 10 @
. Rattiebrained- .5 T~ 5 5
" Ambltlous . . 85 L 75 80
dol 1y : Co10 80 - 73
Gentle ) - 100 : . 100 - 100
Frivolous 10 : 0, .. 5"
Cruel . \ 5 .0 2.5
Steady ~ 40 40 — 40
Fussy ' 0 0 .. =0
Mook - S 200 . 100 15
‘Boastful © o 0. 0
Coarse : .0 0 . 0.
MWhiny . o0 0 .0
Flirtatious - 55 50 . 52.5
Stern ‘ 5 o S 2.5-
Loud . ¢ Colo B, - S0+ 2.5
| Excltable S B0 T 25 11275
Affectionate 75 S 85 . . 80
-Dom1nant N300 20 - 25
Conf ldent -8 . 90 . 871.5
" Sof t-Hearted . 75 . . 75 s 75
Submlssive S s0 - 45 - - 47.5
Loglcal . 80 - 80 80 -
Strong . . 100 o 85 92.5
‘ Sophls*!cafed oo 100 100 ) 100.'



