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ABSTRXéf
Wellington Ney States 1877-1927
Life and Work with the v
African United Baptist Churches
J " Submitted '1983‘

Margaret Knight

The purposé of this thésis is to present a bio-.
graphicalnsketch of the life and work of Wellington Ney
States, with particular emphasis on his mihistry‘with the
African Béptist Churches, and his contribution to ﬁhe

education of Black Nova Scotians. Primary and secondary

sources were investigated including interviews with

relatives and persons who were members of his"conérega~
tion at New Glasgow.

The synthesis and interpretation of these data
presented in a chronological ordexr show ReverendiStates
as a Church builder \and a Race leader. Reverend States
recognized the importance of a Church in the Black éom—
munitj; subééquently,~he ut:ilized his energy‘té construct
churches in the following areas: Cobeguid Road, Delaps
Cove, CGranville Ferry,.Hammonﬁs Plains, New Glasgow, and

Sunnyville., He also conpleted major renovations on

.;gﬁ?
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African Baptist Churches at: Beegh Hill, Cherxybrook,
Dartmouth, Falmouth, and Inglewood. Through his sermons
he endeavoured to teach his membership values necessa§y

N

for daily living. In addition, he inculcated a level

of racial consciouyness in several gommunities which
enabled the membBers to actualize their poténtial through
the accomplishﬁgnt of major tasks.

-Revegénﬂ Sfateg developed a pepsonél interest in
the functioniﬁg of orgatfzations and used his expertise‘
to promote co-ordination in all Church ac£ivities. Years
of zealous and conscientious service earned fér;hfm a
position of 1eadership‘in\the wider community. He was a
committee member of the Eastern Association and the
‘Northern Associatipn of the Maritime Bapt;st Convention}
‘also a compiler of miﬁhtes'of the African United Baptist
Association and a reporter for the“Convention of Maritime
Baptist. . ‘ '

Wellington Néy States lived an exemplafy life,

dedicated totally to the service of God and fellow human

beings. He spent himself for both, dying at the compar-

a?ively éarly age of fifty.
4 .
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- THE COVENANT
OF
THE AFRICAN BAPTIST CHURCHES
OF
NOVA SCOTIA
. ¢
Having been, as we trust, brought by divine grace
to embface the pord Jesus Cﬁrist, and to give up whollf
to Hiﬁ; we do now solemnly and joyfully C§Venan£ with
each other, to walk together inihim with brotherly love,
to his glory, as our common Lord. - We dé,‘therefore} in
his strength, engage: ) |
That we will exercise a nutual care, as‘mémbers
one of‘aﬁothe:, to promote the growth of the whole body in
Chri;tian knowledge), holingss and comfort; to the end that

J

we may stand perfect and complete in all the .will of God.
That to promote and secure this object,ﬁwe will up-
hold the public worship of God, and the ordinances of his
house; and hold constant communion with each Dtper there-
in; that we will cheerfully contribute of our property for
the support of the poor, and for the maintenance of a
faithful evaggelical ministry among us; that, according to

our ability and opportunities, we will, as faithful stew-
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ards of the Lorxd, do good to all men, especially in helping
N 3 . . N R ’ .
to extend the Gospel- in its purity and power to the human

. N N
That we will not omit closet and family religion at
. g&‘ A . .

\ home, nor allow ourgelves\in the too common neglect of the

~

great duty nyreligious training of’our children, and "those

~

under our care, with a view to the service of Christ and.

the enjoyment of Heaven.

That we will walk circumspectly in the world, that

%

¥

‘we yay win their souls; remempéring that God hath not given

us the spirit of -fear, but of power, and of love, and of a

" sound ﬁihd, that we may bé the light of the world, and the

salt Sf the earth. .

That we will exhort and if occasion should require,

admdnish\one another, according to Matthew xviii, in the

spirit of meekness, considering ourselves,flest\We_also‘be

tempted, and that we have been bﬁried with Christ in Bap-

tism, &nd raised again, -so there is on us special obliga-

1

tion henceforth to walk in newness of life.
And fhe God‘of peace, ﬁho brought again from the
dead oﬁrfLoid Jésuquhrist,~that greaf Shepherd of thé |
Sheep; througﬁ‘the blood~of‘the everlasting covenant, make
us pé?fect in every good wé;k{ Eo do his will, working‘in
us that which is well .pleasing im his sight, Ehrongh Jesus
Christ,:@o whom be glory forever and ever.—-Amen. |
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INTRODUCTION =

“ff;;; 1storlca11y, organizlng a Church in a Black Com—~

~\mun1ty 1n Nova Scotia meant more than aSSembllng people.
\for worshlp, 1t also signified the establlshlng of a
'Lentre of HoPe , a place where Black people could utl-
‘1‘llze thelr racial con501ousness to develop an 1dentity
\\and cohe51veness \ During perlods of economic and socxal

‘restrlctlons the Church was the place where Black people»

¢
could flnd solace. In addltiOn, under the direct1on of

the Mlnister, various commlttees were createﬂ whlch al-

1owed certaln 1ndiv1duals to have self—resPect and recog—\

‘ nltion in' thelr communlty because of thelr hlerarchlcal

N

In Nova Scotla, Black Mlnlsters have generally

o

" been kegarded as Leaders by their. congregatlon and by ‘

> -
: members of the widex soc;ety Tacitly, Black Clergymen

1nstructed thelr people 1n values essential for dally

llving through prayers and sermons.{ On an academic'

level , Black Ministers offered the basics of. educatlon

through Sunday School.. It\was there that the youth as well

as the adults realizedAthe importance of literacy. “Hence,
a Black Mlnlster played a remarkable role in shaping anad

malntalnlng the Church as a v1able support system.
\ 3
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‘¥:Bu11der~~Race Leader"\ In the Home Mlsslon_Bbard Report of‘

~ A

‘3the WOrk and 11fe of‘Reverend States is. synonymOus with thef R 'i b

vnlnscrlption on his monument "Christian Gentlem&h,ﬂchurch R

Obltuarxes for 1927,,Reverend - Andrew Whi$45‘£'”

‘?Mail'Star, the following trlbute was mad .;“The 1ate Mr.

‘hood such as the death of both parents and separatlon from

’hlS brothers, Welllngton s personality was. not impalred

‘inspired ‘men and women to execute tasks whlch they believed. o

_were 1mpossible.‘ This was apparent in New Glasgow in 1912{

‘ were‘begun. Not only was the construétion compieted by the

‘folloW1ng year, but the mortgage was ‘also paid.

o et i b e,

: Welllngtdh Ney States, ‘who was born in Holfviiie.‘*

1Nova Scotla, dedicated his 1lfe to the Christian Mﬁniﬁtry

among the Black Baptxsts thrOughOut ‘the province @uiing the”

‘perlod 189% 1927.‘ For many people, information oncerning o T

N oy N R . S
N X ..‘_»\,) \':\}H;:e);‘ . -

o .{'.

erend States for havxng been, A ost

Scotia. In the Mayus 1927 editlon‘of h“\.alifaH;EVEHLng Y

States was a leader of great force and his w1se counsel
was always at the: dlsposal of any just cause"

Desplte unfortunate events durlng hls early ch;ld—~~ n{\*9 F;§x

- o

The tena01ty of his character 1n later years seemed to have

when majof renovations’ of‘the Sgcond Unlted Baptist Church -

o

Reverend States recognizéd the Church as a vehicle
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and bul;ding Chuggnes However, his Churches‘aid not3devel*‘

- op. a5 he’ had env1510ned possibly the result of:many indi— o

fl{Vnduals 1n the Black\Communlty employing thelr resqurces fii“

;;for dally sustenanCe, rather than being anOlVed with \
égﬁ3accompllshing the qoals Reverend States advocated. Instead |

of. Lhe communlty worklng wlth hlm through the Church te Vitf?fﬂf'lf -

;brlng about social reforms, ReVerend State$ strugglea a oneiit -

to actuallze changes Exc9331ye demands on’ hlm by his

) people ccupled with a total devction to dutyubrpught ‘on the f

premature death of thlS promlnent Nova Scotlan.-g;L;; g“] o 3
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A\
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CHAPTER I
EARLY CHILDHOOD

Origin of States Famiiy :

Moﬁnt Denson, located on the west baﬁk of the Avon
River beﬁween Lowexr" Falmouth ;nd Hantsport in Hants County,.
Nova Scotia, ‘was oriéinally the estate of Colonei'Henry
Denson who had been gradted over one thousand acres in the
Falmouth -Township in 1761.1 After his death in 1780, his -
property was leagsed and sold. However;'thoge who settled

.

there retained the name Mount Denson for their communitg.
It was in this area that the forefathers of‘Weliington Ney ‘
" States settled. ‘

There were States living in the Saint John River
Valley in New -Brunswick és early és\l778. A Mr. Sfates,
whose full name is unkndwn, loyal to King George III in the
Ameiican Revolutionary Wax, ﬂad‘seftled there with fifteen
slaves of which seven were sired by him.2 Further details
"of the seven slaves fatherxed by Mr. étates are vaé&e. In‘

1793 an act by the Legislative Assembly to abolish slavery

in Upper Canada decreed that children born after this date‘

‘ lrecord of Land Deeds, Hants County 1761, Public
Archives of Nova Scotia. .

2Genea1@gy Records, Heraldic House, Montreal, Quebec.
6 o
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‘would be free. at twenty years of age.3 This Act\éompound-

. ed wrth the prevalllng economic condltlons in the Saint

\John Rlver Valley reglon probably 1nfluenced the freexng

”{of the- States slaves‘ for soon after 1793 several moved

AR

‘ﬁtofybva Scotla as freemen where they continued to use o
TStates as thelr surname

There is no record of the exact aate for the

arrlval at Mount’ Denson of the States however, fromfw
2 av ”%abie sources it. can ‘be assumed ‘that the first, of “that -
‘tname arrlved in the early 1800 s., Accordlng to a Famlly

; Babie, George States was born in 1818 and his brother,
‘John, in 1826, but “the names of thelr parents are not

specifled

Joab States, who was Welllngtonas father, was
5.

o

born in Mount Denson 1n 1834 Durlng the early years of

his life he residedkw1th his . 00u51ns, George ‘and John,“
who llved in a small house whlch was sxtuated off the

} windsor Road near. the bank of the'Avon Rlver.‘ These men

supported themselves by ffshlng, working as' common labour—‘

ers, or as mariners on shrps that sailed from Hantsport
‘ ‘ s,f ‘

: 3Publlc Archlves of Canada, Misc. Docs., 16y pt.
2: Aot of July9, Alexdnder Fraser, ed.,
. 8ixth Report of the Bureau of -Archives for the prov1nce
of Ontario, 1909, pPp. 33 35-36, 38, 41-43; and
Seventh Report 1910 pp 25 -26. :

; 4Fam11y B;ble~1n posseSSion of Frank States,
Mount Denson, Nova Scotia. -

. Sgensus Records, Xlng s County, 1871 Public
Archives of Nova SCOtla-

"""‘,‘“ﬂ-‘,ﬂ«", o T

, . . .
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‘was born in 18611

Joab worked mainly as a mariner, probably because that -

occupation offered a greater remuneration.

Joab's Family

)

o

\‘WLth whom he had become acqualnted when her mother, Ruth

LN

b

McCulla, marrled his" cou51n, George, in 3855 Ruth had

1come to Nova Scotla from Ireland 1n 1832 when she was .six~
\7teen years old. When she was about seventeen or elghteen‘
'_years old she gave ‘birth £0 Mary whose father s name. is .

‘ ;unknown. ThlS would\make Mary about twenty—three or\ :

EN
twenty—four when she marrled Joab ' Mary and Joab llved

with George who had leased a larger house closer tO‘the

Wlndsor Road, after‘he‘married Ruth. ‘Their first childq,

‘"James, was born sometime in 1859 -another EOn, Géorge,

7 R .

Sprank States, interviewed at Mount Denson, Nova
Scotia, 4 May. 1978. N s . ‘ -

7Censua Records, King' s County, 1871, Public
Archives of Nova Scotia. o ) .

v s At o ¥

Sometlme in 1857 or 1858 Joab marrled Mary McCulla7‘
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In‘June l863 ' Joab purchaeea a\houEe and\land
from Joseph Johnson for eleven pounds and three shill~
1ngs- this prqperty, located off the Publlc nghway ‘
1ead1ng through Mount Denson, lncluded one acre, two S

rods and two perches, together w1th all the buildings.s.

One year after they settled in thelr new home, Joseph wase

born and was - followed by two other sons, John in 1867 and

KN

‘ Henryrln 1869. Although the older boys were of school

age, they were not attendlng school for their names do

i~

not\appear on attendance records for schools in that dlS*\

trlct.

* Wbrklng in. Mount Denson as a farm labourer and

occa31onally as a mariner in Hantsport dld not prOV1de

NS

Joab. with flnancial stablllty to support & w1fe and flve L

chlldren. He moved hls‘famlly from Mount Denson.to Wolﬁ-‘

v1lle 1n Krng s County sometime after 1869 but before
1871, where he began work as a marlner 10 There is rea-

son to believe that Joab preferred thls occupatron not

;only ﬁor the security he sought, but because it presented
a challenge.  This decision to make Wolfville the perma—_

nent place of residence was mede\by 1875; for in April of -

that year Joab sold his house and‘land'rn Mount Denson»to

8Record of Land Deeds, Hants County 1871, Public
Archlves of Nova Scotlau

9Census Records, King'S‘County‘lB?l, Public
Archives of Nova Scotia. ) ‘ :

Yrpia. : | o
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Frederick‘Brewh for two hundred‘deliars.;l“
A In: February 1877, James{the eldest soa, wh07Was -
only seventeen years old dled of consumptlon.12 On Novem—
ber 1 1877, another son was born whom Mary called Welling-

ton Ney, the name’ glven to a deceased Chlld who had been‘

born three years and one month pnpor to this blrth. Three

years after Welllngton 8 blrth tragedy struck: the house-*
hold Mary died , also of tuberculosis,

Inltlally, Welllnqton was cared for by SQphia ‘Har~

rlS who had acted as m1dw1fe at hlS blrth . However, w1th

»

Joab worklng away from home for extended perlods as a sea—

v

maﬁﬂ“bon31deratlon had to be glven to the children s wel-‘

*‘*“"‘\
iagare. George, aged slxteen, and Josegh.f1fteen,~werek

sent to a relative 1n Stoughton, Massachusetts.~ JOhn

WhD was about ten years old was taken in By a WOlfv1lle
family to~became a chore boy. ;Henry ‘and Wellxngton were .

‘ ﬁaken to‘Moﬁnt‘Densbn‘to live with:Joab's.cousin, George

and Grandmother Ruth (Appendlx 1). They probably vere

-not left w1th Mrs. Harris in Wolfville because of the

‘Strain they -might have‘imposed since‘she had several

: . - * N . o ‘
young children of her own. .It is conceivable that Joab's

~decision to send George and Joseph to Massachusetts was

based on his bBelief that~they would be assured a more

11Record of Land Deeds, Hants ‘County 1875, Publlc
Archives of Nova Scotia. ~

lzRecord of Deaths, King's County 1877, Publlc
Archives of Nova Scotia.
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khls sailing ablllty He worked on several shlps Whlc

4, 1880.

o

‘.ll | ‘e : | “
eospicious‘future ehere.'"Unfoftonately, communicefion‘be; )
tween éhem and the famlly in Mount Denson was not possxble
because these boys were 1111terate COnsequently, Henry

and Welllngton grew. up belleVLng that George and Joseph

had met an’ nntnmely end 13 .

Joab gained a reputatlon ‘in the WolfV1lle area. for

sqxled between Wolfv1lle and other ports aldng the foast of

Nova Sgotia and New Brunswlck. It is plau51ble

'became the‘Captain,-but not the owner of a schoonei called =

-

The Dove in 1881. Thls shlg became the property of John J ‘
T ‘

«Edwards who purchased 1t from A. Dwight DeWolf on. November ‘

14 The .Dove was a twohmasted vessel whlch had)beeni

constructed 1n Lunenburg in 1819, by George Acker.‘ It~was

i

‘registered for the flrst time in 1821, in. Hallfax as havmng“
a capa01ty of twenty three tons.s In 1866, it Was dam—

faged durlng a storm, but salvaged and re~reglstered in 1875,‘

15

as a smxteen -ton vessel. The Dove was often used for

ftransporting potatoes and | sometlmes apples to New Brunsw1ok

1

as well as, ‘Nova Scotlan e rts. A record shows that Joab waS"

in charge of The Dove wheh it salled to Saint John,‘New

lBWellington wals informed in 1927, byeﬁudge Murray
of Dartmouth, of Joseph}s death in Stoughton Poor health
prevented him from col%Fctlng his brother s personal effects.

14jl‘ransport Cenada, Ships' Registry, Halifax 1880,
Dalhousie University Archives, Nova Scotia.
N UR

1hid., 1875
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*

~ nine years old at that tlme.

E County regron as a farm 1abourer.‘

;support hls famlly

Sz

Brunsw1ck in June 1881 (Appendlx 2)

Although there is no obltuary avallable, Joab dled

from consumption elther durlng the latter part of 1886 or -

16

wife, Mary, 1n the Wolfv1lle Baptlst Church,Cemetery.

Welllngton commenced his academlc 1nstructlon in

1883‘ at the Falmouth Center School, while his brother,"

‘Henry, who was fourteen years old, worked "in the Hants

17 After Joab' s death,

: Henry became rebpon31ble for Welllngton s school expenses
z(Appendlx 3) However, Welllngton s education came to a‘

fhalt when he was in ‘the: flfth or: 31xth grade, due to the

o

‘termlnatlon of monetary a351stance from hls brother.\\It

"became dlfficult for Henry to maintain steady employment

in Hants County, hence, ‘he departed for Annapolls County.
Soon after arrlvlng there, Henry married a’ girl from the
area, subsequently, his. total earnings were needed to |
18. ' )

- Cousin George and Grandmother Ruth through thelr
vaualntance with Charles Aikens of Mount Denson having

bought property from hlm 1n‘ 877, arranged‘to send L

16Myrt1e States (widow of Reverend States),
interviewed at home in Dartmouth Nova Scotla, 20 Septem-
ber 1980.

Y1pia.

18 .

_Joab was buried beside hls‘

Henry died in the Spring of 1901, of tuberculosis.

‘;early-1887 Hls death was remembered by Welllngton who~was’p :

RS N

e bs B

it v iates

S by o i < 7

[

or e  r e et




1

13

Welllngton to Ringsport to work for William Cox.19

Charles:

_Alken s daughter, Mary; was married to thls Mr. Cox who -

'Was a shop owner.

While the poor people in*towns and cities

X

‘permitted thexr chlldren to work 1n factorles, poor people

in the rural areas sent the1r chlldren to work as commOn

o

. labourers or domestlcs for anyone who was willing to hlre

‘them. Generallﬁ% a chlld performed ba51c tasks in exchange t

‘"for meals and clothlng, rather than weekly Wages.

N

Record of Land Deeds, Hants County 1898 Publlc

Archlves of Nova

T

Scotia.
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| . CHAPTER II' |
a S S :
N o ‘:CALL TO THE MINISTRY anp . .

& . D WORK AS A MISSIONARY N

> > N v L
> R 0 v (N

- ) ‘Ordeals in Klng s County R T  ; : :

y 1887 Cox 5 General Store served a population of
20

N

»

two hundred people 1n the Klngsport area. . This sma11~‘7‘ \

Vot et b o

B store Wlth multifarlous stock was also a communlty centre )

N where men: wlthOut female 1nterference, debated paroch;al

. ‘
* .
T v VPP

‘1ssues, smoked chewed tobacco, or lmblbed 01der.f Among‘“*;-“'f\}]
- those frequenting the store were seamen who talked freely'\ : |
L "'about thelr shlp s schedule, cargo, captaln; and crewle\ et
Undeubtedly, allow1ng customers to congregate was'«

»advantageous for Wllllam Cox's bu51néss, but it caused

_ adver51ty for Welllngton.k‘He‘was often’ insulted about. :

his ethniglty‘and occasionaily, physically‘assaﬁitea by

[ — %
. N

eome of these patrons as he\perfbrmed‘suéh chores as

& ! - e e Ol e L Ghotes | |
_sweeping and scrubbing the floor, packing items on the o P
shelves, or stoking the stove. ‘Wellington's attehpts‘fo

confront his antégonists‘bfotht’oﬁ‘a reproach from Mr.

20*'I'heMérca.m{:‘LleAgency keference Book for the

~ Dominion of Canada, Nova Scotia. (Halifax: Dun, Wiman
and Co., 1887) ~

D R : B ‘

T s 5 a e s e g W e i o, e aemas .,

- ...._.‘(;, .




o

dow and fled to the dock where he stowed away on a shlp‘

Sthat was saillng that day to a foreign porte

15 .

Cox for being meertinent to a potentlal buyer The

store, crammed w1th drygoods and grocerlesv offered no

hiding places; therefore, Wellington was. always in vxew.'x

It.is possible that those confrontations compounded with

3

hav1ng frlends of famlly nearby,‘nurtured a feellng\of
allenatlon whlch meelled Wellington to escape hlS

env1ronment - ~ -

RS

~meals that often con51sted of only bread and water, .
sleeplng on. a pallet in a closet in the garxet whxch also oot

BN separated hlm from the others 1n the household,\and not .

‘ Early one mornlng in the sprlng of 1892 when he‘

' ;was fourteen years old Welllngton crawled through a win

k]

1

21 Whlch

i‘shlp, its destinatlon, and 1ts Captain are Obscure to -

‘posterity, but the Captaln s kindness was remembered‘

- was sympathetlc towards him after 1lsten1ng to hls

experlences. Later,‘when the ship returned to Nova

~Scot1a, p0351bly in August or September, Lhe Captaln'

2

"22

a chore boy .. He 1eft Dlgby w1th the Captaln who re—'

~

1ocated‘to Annagolls‘ROyal 1n~1893,

21Myrtle States (Widow of Reverend States),
interviewed at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 20 September 1980.

221444,

-

‘When dlsoovered Welllngton was taken to thé Captaln who'535

 took Welllngton to Dlgby where he worked in hlS home as

ey
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Call to the Mlnmstry “\ 

The Captaln departed Annapolls possibly sometlme

-;1n 1894 Before leav1ng he secured a job for Welllngton'

~f8aptlst Church

'whlch developed was undoubtedly 1nfluent1al but more
Lllkely, the splritual experlence durlng Church SerV1ces

B Lnsplred Welllngton 5 conver51on .as well ds hlS decision
~QO emter: the Mlnlstry FolloWlng hlS baptlsm by Reverend

\'White Ln“the summer of 1895, he enrolled at Horton Acad-

:turles the Baptlst Mlnlstry offered Black men an oppor-'k

,‘tunlty o have a dlgnified vocatlon that also ellc;tedif'

as. a chore boy for Reverend G J Coulter Whlte, who had

settled there in 1893 as the Pastor of the Annapolis
23"

AT

The frlendshlp with Reverend Whlte

\
.

G o T
emy. N S S

»In the late nineteenth and early twentleth 0en~ ‘3

"‘respect from others w1th1n the communlty. Durlng thas -

.\ployéd‘eé waiter3~inrhote1§ end steaﬁeré".

‘not a necessmtyu

perlod‘BlaCkS were generally viewed by socxety as

o ‘ L
potentie;‘servants: "Many of the women make good domes- :

.tic servants and‘the\better class~of.men are often em-

24 \éonse;

quently, a, formal educatlon for the Black populame was

"

-

23The Year Book of the United Baptist of the
Maritime Provinces of Canada, Report on Pastors,1893

24Mary Jane Lawson, History of the Townshlp of
Dartmouth ‘Preston, and Lawrencetown.
{Halifax: Morton & Company 189%3) p. 192. .
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- . ~ The Black man who acquired mbre'than a rudimen-

»

tary education through hisfﬁreparation for the Ministry’

o often‘¥ohnd himself 0verdhelmed with aﬁditionai respon-

2 o fil‘ sibilltles such as: readlng .and sxgning documents, pro-‘

‘Vldlng counsel for those ln the ‘Black: Communxty involv- - B »3;}

ed in 1egal dlsputes, 1nterceﬁ1ng in altercatlons among .
members‘of hlS congregatlon, and malntalnlng an lnformal

~

employment bureau by supplylng references since he was
R \ : :

usually contacted when a - good domestlc' or a‘good

\abourer’ was requxred.” It was imperatlve for & Black

Mlnlster to be educated as his communlty depended on

7»#\‘ ‘~ h1m for more than splrltual dlrectlon

B I T e sy s

a e L

e
‘

Ea

School Days

Although Horton Aeademy in WOlfv1lle, Klng s
County had been establlshed in 1828 to educate youths of : T

‘all races of the Baptxst denomlnat;on, there was a

strOng emphasis placed on preparing young ‘men for the
25

. Ministry.

: 25 °Dean R. S. Langley, "Hoxton, Academy 1828~ 1959" '
Acadian Bulletln no. 2 {(April 1959}, p.23.
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Since there were gaps in Welfihgton's~earlyieducation,
his course of study was arranged to accommodate his. sit-

uatlon HlS major subgects dealt with doctrine, prac-

’tlcal work of a pastor and Bible teachlngs. When he at-
. tended‘Acadia‘Unive;51ty for hms last\yearxqf.study, he

pursued additional Ehglish‘courses in. Elocution, 'Prac-

tical Bthics, English Bible, Christian Ethies, and

Rhetorical Exhibition.

Wellington worked diligently for three yearsf‘1

~‘not only academically, but physically éihce he had té

support hlmself finanCLally He boarded Wlth a Butler

famlly 1n WolfV1lle, unable to afford the. cost of 11v1ng

‘1n realdence; Durlng the winter months Wellington s

mode of employment was attendlng the beehlve qtoves in 0

the rooms of the more affluent students. @hls meant

‘ that he’ had to be on campus early each mornlng, ﬁor .

 the 3ob 1nvolved cuttlng and plling*wood and cleanlng

the stoVesi, His summer occupatlon was carpentry,»

“tradéfhe plied“malnly in the Hants County region.- He

had leayped £his skill from his‘GnCIe\Charies‘whéﬂ;as;
sistiné\with ;hé‘rénévation~of the féﬁilyjhome in Mount
Denson; érobably'during the. SQmﬁér of 1896. ‘Aﬁ‘that
time he and hls Uncle transformed a crowded dom101le

into a spacious two storey. dwelllng with three Pedrooms

N
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upstairs and a kitehen‘as part~ef‘thecdowhstairs area.
Wellington attended SundayiServices at the

Falmouth Baptist;Churcﬁ'Whenéver hé'waSjin;Mount Denson. °

‘Fatherfjaﬂes Thomas had ortjanized'that‘"c‘:h‘u‘rch*in1‘87’6“with‘\s

a small congregatlon which had mlnlmum growth over the

years 26 w€111ngton assrsted the members of thls Church

\ while he was a student by conductlng the serv1ces and ‘

.after he became an, ordained Mlnister, he v151ted as oftenJ
as 90551ble.1 He reinstated thlS Church's afflliatlon
with the Afrlcan Baptlst A55001at10n durlng his MlSSlOD
Wo:k ~thus ensurlng that the congregation received

Y wrltten reports as well as any other literature belng ‘

Hdlstrlbuted to member Churches. CIn addltlon, durlng the
summex of 1903 ‘he completed major repalrs on the Meetlng

House. Unfortunately, sometlmeiafter 1905 the Falmouth

Baptlst Church became 1nact1ve as membership dwindled

‘6Minutes ofnthe,Twenty-Third Session of the
African’ Baptist Association of Nova Scotia, 1876. -
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L RN . . . Mission Work

By the summer of 1898 Weliingtoh‘ieceivea a
B Cos . ’llcense from the Cornwallls Street Baptlst Church in,

‘~Hallfax and began worklng there with Reverend James
; R Roblnson. In the sprlng of 1899 Welllngton ‘was

ordalned at the Inglewood Baptlst Church whlch is -

A

'near Brldgetown 1n Annapolls County and assumed pastoral‘

\'\‘dutles there untll 1901.- He re51ded thh Deacon Clements

:who was the Church leader whenever the Church was w1th~‘<

: od pastqr. Wh;le.serv;ng Inglewood Baptlst~Church\ . o co

>

Y

‘Reverend‘sfates'became respbnsible for‘feur other .con- - : @

gregatlons, Granville Ferry, LeQu1lle, Delaps 06VB\

B Q“and Thorn Cove There was a Church membershlp of foxty~'

‘flVe from the forty*elght Black famllies 1n these flve ,\ SRR }»‘.
. » . \ .
m~i_<cemmun1tles. Durlng that perlod Reverend States rece1v—~
. \
ed a total salary of one hundred flfteen dollars and

T '\thlrty~n1ne cents of whlch twenty dollars was ald glven

'by the Home MlSSth Board Qf NOVa SCOtla.g7;@k

>

oy - e

At the Afrlcah Unlted Baptist Association's f~‘ R
e;“," o annual meetlng in August 1899 Wellmngton presented a - ;
‘ report regardlng the exlgency of m1531on work among ’ f- N

the Afrlcan Baptlst Churohes througho%g the province.\d

‘HIn this report he stated "The chlef, ¥f not the Only'

reason that we are banded together 1s, that we can °

'Q?The Year Book of the United Bapﬁist of. the

Maritime Provinces of Canada, African Churches, 1900.
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-

and should dQV1se ways and means for the spread of the N

'fGospel among and the general betterment of the condlt—\

1on of the colored people of Nova Scotia- If we fa11

to use our God glven powers in thls dlrectlon then, as

"lnd1v1duals,\we do not measure up- to the standard of

true manklnd, and as an ASSOClatlon we lose every

8
vestlge of ‘our, usefullness as an organlzatlon. 2

Many of the Churches 1n the A55001at10n were

“without a Pastor at that‘qlme, consequently,‘congre-
: gations.had dimihished.‘-A tax of £Wenty—five'cents‘“

was lev1ed on eVer%/yember of the A550c1atlon and the

Soclety of Gleaners was. organlzed at that meeting 1n

. 1899 to collect thfé‘mﬁney whlch was de31gnated for

29

;Q}s‘ion wogk. eCHowever,‘it‘wQS‘not until after‘the~‘\
,Ass ciation in 1902, that sufficient funds were rais-

. The. Auxillary Home MlSSlon Board of the‘Associa—f\

‘tlon elected Reyerend States in August 1292 and for

‘a salary of twenty dollars a month he commenced his

/

work as the flkbt Missionary for the Afrlcan Unlted
v

Baptist A35001§tion‘(Append1x 4),

3

: 28Minutesof the Forty-Sixth Session of the
African United»Baptist Association of Nova Scotia,

Pearleen Oliver,A Brief History of the
Coloured Baptists of Nova~Secptia, 1782-1953
{Halifax: 19§§) :
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Reverend States began hls mission rk’ at

Beechv1lle 1n Hallfax County, 1mmedlately after the f

hAssoc1atlon Meetlngs in August 1902, and by’ September

n:neteen converte were baptlzed there. He also com~'

 91eted repalrs on the Meetlng HouSe. Soon after, he

refurblshed the Church at Granv111e Ferry and increased .

the membershlp,by-baptlzlng six persons. In October

‘Reverend Stafes &onstxructed. e’Meetin§ House for another

congregatlon in Annapolls County He instructed the‘

brethren of this Churoh at Delaps Cove, on. the organlza» .
-tional;procedtres for managing Church agiairst

The Church at Hammonds Plalns and Inglewood were .-

v1s;ted regularly by Reverend States durlng thls.period

Major repairs of the Meetlng House at Falmouth wére also

L3

\undertaken as well as the re—organlzatlon of the congnega-
‘ftl»on.30 Durlng the 1nterval NOVEmber 15, 1902, until
: Jﬂly 8, 1903, Reverenq States devoted time and enErgy\to

all of the Churches in the African United Baptis£ Associ- -

afioh~(%ppendix-5).

‘Although‘Reverend~States' primary objectlve was
to 1n1t1ate a revival in the Churches £o increase member~
ship, it was necessary for hlm‘to sollclt‘donat;ons for

the continhation of mission work. Apparently, Reverend

30M1nutes of the Piftieth Se551on of the Afrlcan
Baptist Associatlon of. Nova Scotia, 1903.
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fqr its mainbenance.

NS -

States was well receivéd¥WEerever he went, possibly the

crowd that gathered welcomed him fok~more,than spiritual

;guldance, for he was approached to 1ntergg & wrltten re-

ports from the annual Assoclatlon meetlng to explaln

“the contents of personal documents

Educatlon for Blacks 11v1ng in rural communltles
at the beglnnlng of the twentleth century was inadequate
or non- exxstent, Accordlng to the Annnal Report of the‘

Superin;ehdént’of~Edgcatlon for 1896, it.was impossible

_to retain teachers for scﬁools~in‘Black areas and those
31

that wer employed had only a hlgh %Shool certlflcate

'.There were schools 1n Hallfax ‘County and Guysborough
. L .
' County “that did not have a teacher for two years and -

- the school in Fundy, Annapolls COUnty, was without a

‘téacher for eleVen yearS.32 Black people were poverty—

strlcken malnly because they had been alloted land that

‘was generally unproductlve, to surv1ve, men and women

performed~menial jobhs forémeagre wages outside of their
communityo‘ Subsequently, many Black Communltles were
flnanc1ally unable to construtt a school or if a.

bulldlng was acce351ble, funds were not always avallable

o

. N N N ! . .

3lAnnual Report of the Superintendent of Educa=
tion in the Public Schools of Nova Scotia, 1896, Public
Archives of Nova Scotia.

321pi4. 1902,
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\

The Free‘School"Act of 1864 had made ie im§05~

sible for Black chlldren to attend nelghbourxng schools

by restrlctlng free schools to one'° place: of residence.

The Educat;on Act passed by the Legislative Assembly

in 1814,‘which decreed that?pepils Were to ‘be admitted'

Lo the publlc schools if there was - no 'Neqro' school,
was not effectlve in 1nerea31ng the enrollment of
Black studente.33 Hostility exhlblted bnyhltES\WhO
did‘noe\want?Blaek children in their schools aiééqur»
aged Black paeeets from eending theix ehildren there.

The\Afriean United Beptiet‘ﬁhurches endeavour;

\ed to promote educatlon by acknowledglng any members
‘of the congregat;on who had attended publlc school.
These persons were always elected as Sunday School |
teachers, deacons,‘and leaders of commlttees. At
the Afrlcan Unlted Baptist A55001at;on in August 1907‘
the Educatlon‘Commlttee recommended educat;on as
meens of‘edveﬁeement.34 \Sevefal~meﬁbere.of Ehie Com-

ﬁittee had been educated in the United States and had

experlenced the llfeetyle enjoyed by enllghtened Black \

_Americans. Therefore, the Associatlon s Mlnlsters

 were aGV1sed to advocate educatlon in the Sunday School

33Journa1 and Proceedings of the House of
Assembly of the Province of Nova Scotia, Session 1884,
Appendix 20.

, 34Minutes of the Fifti:fourthﬂSessioh of the
African Baptist Association of Nova Scotia, 1907.
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and to encourage families to send thElI chlldren to publlc'1

t

_schools.

;Theie Were_many illiterate people in the communi-
i D *

ties visitea by Reverend’States.‘ Whenéver it‘was pos—

sible, he attempted to go beyond wrltlng a’ person S name .

b951de his or her mark on a document ‘He taught several,

people to wrlte thelr 51gnature by USlng a simple trace

method. Reverend States ‘would write the person s name

a number of times, then he guided the person'é hand-
R . . f.».

. while. the .name was traced with a pén.\oNéit,‘the person’'s

Rl

" hand was directed across another page while writing the

name as many times as spacé_allowed‘i Finally, the:péfson‘

"3

had to piaqtise without assist‘ance.»5 Apparéhtly;QReVer—>‘

end States used this method when he'ﬁas a Pastor at New
Glasgow and. Dartmouth '
Reverend States, complled the hymns sung at his

Serv1ces, partlcnlarly durlng hlS M1551onary Work, and ’

made them avallable to hlS congregatlons. A book measur-

: N
N

‘ ing approx1mately ten centlmetres by sixteen centlmetres,
hoontalnlng sixteen SOngs, was publlshed by the Baptlst

'Book and Tract Society in Halifax in 1903 It is alleQ*

ed that he always carried a copy of thls song book in one

of hls-pockets~ (Append}x 6).

3SMyrtle States (Widow of Reverend_étates),
interviewed at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 20 Septembexr 1980.
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Another accomplishment of Reverend States in 1903,
was the organization of the Church ”Cobequid Road where,

" he aISO‘erected a Meeting‘House~ When his term as Field*

M1851onary ended that year, he became the Pastor of that
Church and by 1904 he served three other congregatlonS'

Hdmmonds Plalns, Beech Hlll, and Falmouth Actually,

'\he worked w1th those congregatlons untll he was called

- to New Glasgow.

In the«suhmer of*lBOéy a baptism was held in the

Falmouth area for the converts of the Falmouth Baptist

‘Church. It was on'this ogassion that Reverend States

met}the person with whom ‘he would share future experi-

‘endes in the Christian Service} He was‘introduced £0
' Murlel Myrtle Vlola States, a talented young lady re—
"‘cently returned from studying in the Unlted States, who‘
was 1DV1ted to play the portable organ for the ceremony

Myrtle(the preferred name), the only daughter ot‘

3

John and Georglna States who had 31x sons, was ° born 1n‘
Avonport King' s County on November 15, 1888. She was

given prlvate music lessons while attendlng school in

Avonport then after completlng grade nine, the final

'grade in the school her parents sent her to a- glrl s

school in Boston, Massachusetts,,where she recelved

advanoed masic instructions. Obviously, Myrtle s edu~

cation must be regarded as exceptional, for her good

ke
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27 ; ‘,\x
fortuhe was due to herxr fatheé‘s occuéatioe. He was‘a
respected Well pald employee at the Shaw Brlckyard in
Avonport “he was the hlghest paid man _in the plant" 36

Although she’ returned home as an. educated female, Myrtle s

oareer options were Lestrlcted to, @ classroom teacher

N

in a Black COmmqnlty qchoel or - a hOUSEWlfe. However,
she teught mUSlC 1n her parent s home whlle she awalted
connublal bliss.

In February 1906 Reverend States was requested

to serve Second Unlted Baptlst Church in, New.Glasgow.

«x
-

On March 4, 1906, Reverend States embarked on, perhaps,

the greateet challenge ‘of his career;37j1

36L10ya Efhelbert Shaw, My Life in the Brick %
Industiy 1878- ‘
THalifax: 1953) p. 8.

37M1nute Book of Second United Baptlst Church

New Glasgow, Neva Scotia, .January 1917.

By i

Gt R

» o

. ‘. <
ot 3 0 vt sl vem 1 st oime e

e

POPUR

i vt s o it A i k8




,\Work Report for 1903 1t was estlmated that two hundred

. CHAPTER I31

Y

WORK IN NEW GLASGOW -1906~1919 v Co
N - . N {w

The Vale Road Community

The 1331’Censdsifqr‘Pictbu‘Codnty*liéts‘thirteen -

‘peréons’of'African»origin\tesiding in the town of New

~Glasqow.38 HoweVer} in the Home MlSSlon Board Genexal

Black people could be found 1n the area-Bg- It is-@rob—

able that the 1ncrease was the result -of Blacks felocat~

- PR N

~1ng from Antlgonlsh County and Guystrough County, seek—

3
B

1ng employment in thlS lndustrlal town‘4o‘ They settled _“~‘ . ,':

»

on' the perlphery of town, on 1and former]y owned by the

ValélCollier§.? ‘Many of .those who upon arr1v1ng leased

shacks that &gre.ownéd by citizens of New Glasgow,,latet o

. 38Cenéus Records, Plctou County 1881 ‘Public
Archives of. Nova Scot1a.

32 he Year Book of the United Baptist of the -
Maritime Prov1nces of Canada, Nova Scotia, General Work,
1904.

)

<N

) 4OReglstry of Birth and Death 1508-1918, Regls~
trar General, Halifax, Nova ‘Bcotia.

413 H. Meacham and Company, Illustrateaf
Historical Atlas of Pictou County, Nova Scotia, 1879..
Pictou-Antigonish Regional Library.
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built houses in this vicinity.
There is no evidence that Blacks from Vale Reoad

attended Churches alxeady»eétablished\ianew Glasgow,

nor is there-any-indication‘that;a’partioylar congrega-

tion initiated crosﬁdes to include ‘them in Sunday Ser—
\'vioés.' Apparently, their‘oﬁlyjsemolanoe ofﬁépirituali
guidance was offered by;iaym§h7fiomitbe Presbyﬁerian\ ‘
. Cﬁugch,fWHo held Services at one of‘the ﬁomeéboﬁ:Vale -
Rood. gamuel Turner, David Cameron, and Fraser Cpn:
‘ningham condhcted singing‘and~readiné‘of“paSSages_fro@
the Blble to these people on bunday afternoons durlng

’42

*the late 18390's and early 1900's Weddlngs ‘and

funerals were also held in thelr homes, but officiated

by the town ] Protestant Clergy. However; this arrange-

ment for rellglous observance diad not. allow - these
people to part1c1pate in ceremonles such as Holy COm—
munion and Baptlsm, nor were there notlceabie changes

1n‘the1r lifestyle.‘

: .423ames Cameron, More About New Glasgow -
(kentv1lle- Kentville Publlshlng Company Ltd., 1974)
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The Formation of Secohd United Baptist Church

Tn the spring of 1303, the Home Mission~Board;of

Nova Scotia\recruited Reverend W. Andrew‘Whites a native

'of Baltlmorev Maryland who was ordained that year after

receIV1ng a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Acadia Unlver- e

sxty, to commence MlSSan Work among the Black populace\
“of New Glasgow 43 Reverend Whlte visited the homes on
"Vale. Road and held rev1val SerV1ces on McLean Street in
the buildlng prev1ously known‘as "the Whlte Schbol.

The response of the Black Lommunlty perha;syprov1ded

fhp impetus for Reverend White to 1ntercede at the .

7~Home MlSSlon Board for permlss¢on Lo establlsh a.

~Church bubsequently, in May 1903 at a meetlng ‘con-

" vened at the Whlte Sohool buildlng, the formatlon of a

.Church was dlscuSSed by members of the Blaok Community °

;“~and seueral Baptlst Mlnlsters. Reverend WIlliam Small— 
man,Pastor of the New Glasgow ‘Baptist Church; Reverend
B. B. Johnson and Reverend Abraham Clemgmis from the a
aAux111ary Home MlSSlOD Board of the Afrlcan Baptlst |
,A55901atlon; and Reyerend~£dward J. Grant, the secre-

tary of the‘Baptist Home Missioh Board of‘Nova>Scotia.

A charter for the Second Baptlst Church was Constltuted

with the folloW1ng membershlp John J. wllllams, Mrs.

Donald Jordan, Mrs. J. William Borden, Mrs. Suzanne\

3Phe Year Book of the United Baptist of the
Maritime Provinces of Canada, Home Mission Report, Nova
Scotia, 1904 .

30
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Reddick,‘Mrs. Mary Borden, Mr. William Borden; and Mr.

| Fred shepherd. 44

Reverend White was app01nted by Rever-
end Grant to co- ordlnate the building of the Church
Wlth Reverend Whlte s~a551stahce, land was puf—
‘chased‘on»Washington Street -and dhrihg his‘Six»months.
there thlS land was pald for as well as preparatlons
made for the constructlon of a bulldlng When Reverend -
thlte departed the work was contlnued’durlng 1904,and
\1905 by Brother Hall and Reverend c. H. Hamilton who
\superv1sed the erection of the shell of %\Building
\‘measurlnq twenty—two feet by thlrty six feet (sxx metres

“and seventy—one centlmetres by ten metreslgnd ninety—

seven centlmetres) whlch wag completed" 45

;thlme in 1905
In February 1906 the" members of‘Second Baptlst
‘Church through the Home M1551on Board of Nova Scotla ‘
‘appealed to Reverend We;llngtOn States*for his leader—
‘ship. It qu\nSt until March-4, 1906; that Revé;gnd ‘
étates cémmenﬁed‘his wotk‘in Ne&iélasgow. ‘puring his
firéﬁ‘six monthg‘Revergnd‘States painted the exteriof‘

~

of the church, constructed a pulpit, and completed the

- interior by doing trim work around the windows and doors;

electric lights*were installed soﬁetime‘;n 1908. By Jan-

vary 1, 1907, the membership increased from six to

‘44Reverend Donald Thomas, These Fifty Years wmth
the Second United Baptist Church, (New Glasgow: 1953).

451bid.
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thirty to thirty-four persons.

Reverend States organized the Sunday School in

1906, and he instructed an adult Bible class.. By the end
ofF that'year there‘vas an enfbllment of‘thirty—six pupilS‘\

and six teachers belng %upervised by Deacon John J. W111—~

iams. 47 The Marltlme Baptlst Papers for Sunday Schools»

‘were made avadlable to" the teachers through Reverend

btates afflllatlon Wlth the Eastern Aésacldtlon. He

. was recelved into this A550c1atlon at a meetlng in Boyl—

o

~Assoélatxon 1n 1914. Reverend States ‘was an acgrve

ston, Guysborough County, in July 1906 and rctalned

membership‘until 1915,“when he beCame a member<of‘the
Nonphern A53001at10n Whlch emerged from the Eastern
member of these,A§50q;atlons: he- served on the Systematic

Beneficence and Denominational‘Literatufe Committeés~of

\the Eastérn~AsSociation, and worked w1th the Home Mission

Commlttee of: the Northern Assocxatlon 48

It.could be postulated that Reverend‘Statés' sup=- -

porﬁ;actually fostered regnlar~schoolVétténdance of Black
children. An examination of school registers for New

Glasgow, prior to 1900, revealed an absence of names of

. Black chlldren who ‘would have been school age, by 1907

161154,

4"7Th.‘:->. Year Book of the United Baptist of the Mar-
itime Provxnces of Canada, Sunday Schools, Nova Scotia, .
1906.

1

\48Eastern‘nssociation,\Minute‘Book‘1906—19lS,
Baptist Archives, Acadia University,
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49

there was a remarkable change. Adults often sought

Reverend States' asslstance to improve their academic
5

skills as Well ag’ to learn to wrlte thelr names correct~

Cly. o One Df those adults was Mrs Geoxglha Prere, who

of worthwhlle contrlbutlons to the Black Communlty

.Hall New Glasgow

was able to nge a’ recltal at a mornihg §érvice after

. 50

reéeiving tetoring' :‘Her\daUghter;fcerrie} %ho graduated\

from the ngh School several years later, made a numberf
51 .

Reverend States Beglns Hls Famllx

Towards the end of 1907, when the Church appeared
to be well establlshed Reverend States marrled Myrtle
States). to whom he had been engaged for two years Rev»"

N

erend G J. Coulter Whlte performed the nuptlal ceremony

49New Glasgow, School Registere:1881~1911;:Town

3

SOMyrtle States (Wldow of Reverend 8tates), 1nter~

.v1ewed at Dartmouth 20 September 1880.

Slp Dr. carrie Best (Nee Prévoe) is .the ~author of

"That Lonesome Road. . - .
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‘pala in full by July 1911

' .34

i\QQ'Decembef 4, 1906, at the home of Myrtle's parenﬁs in

- AQonport:‘ On the‘followingwéay; after s?endingethe night

at a friend'S‘home‘in Halifax, Reverend Statee returned

to New Glasgow w1th his brlde. They llved Wlth Deacont

e John J. wllllams and hls w1fe unt11 the summer of 1909,

H\' w

when they Toved 1nto a house bullt by Reverend States on J

WelllngtOn Street. AThlS property was conveyed from

Duncan MacDondld on July 20, 1908 for three hundred ‘

N dollars.52 Subsequently, in November.1908 Reverend

“States mortgaged thlS property to John Grant for

three hundred and fifty dollars, which’ probably provi&ed

the money for bullding materlals.53 ThlS mortgage was

Reverend States three

'chlldren were: born in that house, Leoda on October 3
1910,‘Patn1c1a~on July 17, ;912,land.Coulterion March‘”

28,1914, (Appendlx 7)

x\

2Record of Land deeds, Pictou County 1909,
Pictou, Nova Scotia. .,

531pi4.

>41pia.
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Expansron of Church

It is evident-that the Church's recorded member-

ship‘was not ‘reflective of the actual attendancer " Rever-

e

- end States had bullt pews in 1908, to accommodate the
~1ncrea31ng numberi but by 1912 " the pews plus the chalrs ) R
~appeared ‘to be 1nsuff1c1ent nece551tat1ng~a larger

» edlflce \ On Frlday, Abrll 121’1912 at’ a Congregatlonal
fMeetlng, a Bulldlng Lommlttee was app01nted consrstrng of:
jDeacon Norman Desmond John Jewell Gecrge Lawrenoe,

B§0ther Samuel Mills, Thomas Mllls, Stanley Mintus, Alex

‘Parris, Brother Joseph Parrls, Jeremlah Prevoe, Brother

- Fred Shephexd Brother By Shepherd Deaoon John Wllllams, /

Brother Joe Wllllams, and Reverefd States who submltted

a floor plan for the expan51on.55 | ‘

i Gerald MacNell was contracted for thirty dollars
to move the orlglnalibulldlng\further backifrom the street;
thie portion becaﬁe the ChurChwvestry.  The voiuntQErS‘ o .
dug a cellar over Wthh a struature was erected .
measuring thlrty flve feet by forty feet {ten metres: and
sixty—seven‘centimetres by‘twelveimetresfand nineteen |
“centimetres). Revereﬂd $tates procured‘a fureace with

. registers for the entire building from Thompson and

Sutherland Compeny for one hundred and' forty dollars.

4

55M1nutg ook of Second Unlted Baptlst Church
1912, New Glasgo Nova Scotia. .
(The title Brotherrl ai ates Church membershlp )

35
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" held to proclaim thé final payment. of ‘the moit§age.

36

'?inally, a Mr. Waléh, whose ful] namé is not known; waé

pald twenty elght dollars- to ‘paint, the 1nter10r of the.

"new sectlon. The total cost of ‘the enlargement was

twanty qxx hundred dollars, of whlch eight hundred was un-

5pa1d when’ the‘Church was dedlcated on April 13, 1913.

However; by December df_that year, a\Rally Service was
‘ . \ s

" The Black Ccmmunlty had a meetlng place not only

3

for worshlp, but for 3001a1 events and ceremonles,

espec1ally'Wedd1ngs. Among those marrlages he performed

‘«whlle mlnlsterlng 1n Naw ° Glasgow, was Myrtle s brother,\

Carl Arthur States | (Appendlx 8)

R

Reverend States Moves to Washington Street

On April 30, 1914, the deed for the property on

* Washington Street was transferred to.Reverend States

from John J. MécDonaid fpr nineteen hundred dollars.

Reverend States then mortgaged his house on Wellington

56 1pia. 1913.
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- abled him to pay the balance om the mortgage.

37
Street, to The Eastern Trust Company for eighteen hun-
dred dollars This transaction which occurred on May

30, 1914, was cancelled on June 28, 191957

;‘ property on Frederick Street (formeriy known as Welling-

s?
©

ton Street) to James Parris) on' June 7, 1919, which en-
' 58 |

After he refurbished the house, Reverend States

- and his family moved into it in May 1914, where. they

‘remained until their departure in 1519. 'Severel years

1ater-in November 1924, Reverend States transferred

ownershlp of thlS house to the Second United Baptlst

Church to be used as’ 1ts offlolal manse (Appendlx 9);
Apparently, Reverend States move to Washington?

Street was a motlvatlon for’ George‘Lawrenceb who soon

‘aftef bought property on Albert Street which was also.

in close proximity to town. Sometime in 1911, or‘i912,

Reverend States had given assistance to George' Lawrence

who was operating a Gardening and Gerbege Collection

Business. - According to his son, Heward Lawrence, Rev-

" erend States was influential in.obtaining the credit

George.needed to'acquire egquipment for his bﬁsiness.sg

57Record of Land Deeds, Pictou County 1914,
Pictou, Nova Scotia.

*81pid. 1919. -

59Howard Lawrence (son of. Georqe Lawrence) inter-

‘viewed 15 June 1982. {See Land Deeds, &tou County 1916) .

He sold his
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.General Missionary Work

Reverend States’ early ministry in New-Glasgow - .

can be considered as Missionary work. It was peCessary

fox him\to'reinfo;ce~the proselytization initiéﬁed by

. Reverend Whité,‘through fegular visitations to the’homes

in the Black Community ' He was uSUally accombanied by‘i_
xg‘\.\ ?

'-hls‘w1fe, but only Myrtle visited a home lmmediately

T

'three months.

was completed.by.the converts there.

,after a birth occurrea By the summey of 1914, the

”Home Mlsqlon Board of Nova SCOtla summoned Reverend

otates for General Mission Work at CObequd Road for
- ‘60 ~ N

. In 1915, Reverend States woxged in two other

‘Black Communltles as well as Cobequld Road- One month

. was devoted to the conqregatlon at Greenv11le in Cumberﬁ

land’ County, whlle Hammonds Plalns in Hallfax County

was visitéd occasionally. Durlng this perlod Reverend

States framed a Méeting House at Cobequid\Road which
; 61 .

The calibre of Re&erend States‘ preachlng is

evident in a sermon “given at the African Unlted Baptlst

Association which convened at Bast Preston in August

1917. ‘Using Matthew, chapter twenty~one, verse nine-

teen he articulated on "The Fearful Judgement". Rev-

-

®0rhe -Year Book of the United Baptist of the Mar-

itime Provinces of Canada, Home Missions for Nova Scotia,
1915. '

oo Blipia. 1916,

<38
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‘Be'disagpointed?

39 R
erend States réndéred‘a\sermbn that dealt with\ﬁersbnal\
edification. "The great World's War is nothing more than

the ,consequences of Sln, with nations no less than with

Y

-1nd1V1duals, those who dmsregardea the Law pay the pen~

alty. . ..”hrlst thought there was fruit on the tree

‘ because 1t was . beautlful to. look upon, and many of our

Churches to day have beautlful lnterlors and exterlors,

but splrltualiy they are dead, see_to it Pastors\and.

‘Delegates sf\the'Associated Churches that thsse'cdndi~
~tions‘are sot‘allcwéa to ob;sin\with‘you;f And to you‘
~wi}o are followers of the Lofd Jssus~Christ‘%héﬁ he

‘seeks frult from your Tree what W111 he flnd? Morai—

_1ty will not save a man, nelther w111 resPect, nothing

r

_ but the Blood of Jesus cleanses from Sln and saves

‘;rqm,the Law. My urge is that you take - up your cross

and follow Jesus,then whsn He seeks frult he w11l not
w62 I '
"

62yinutes of the Sixty~Fourth Session of .the

African United Baptist As5001at10n of Nova Scotia,

1917
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Final Days in New Glasgow

+ Reverend States' 1n1t1a1 weekly salary ‘of seven
dollars and fifty cents, was raised‘to ten dollars in

Fébruéry 1917.%3

He used his carpentry skillé<through—‘
out New Glasgow ddt oniy‘to‘dugment‘hisiincome, but to
‘sustain‘hié family, for he was not paid regularly whlch
is 1ndlcated in the Minutes of a Busxness Meetlng A
motion waS‘passed on August‘29, 1916.to pay ‘the Minister
sixty- one dollars and elghteen cents which was unpaid
"saldry for apprOXLmately eight week 64‘ Although his
salary was ralsed, he continued to recelve partlal pay;

ments in 1917~as Weekly offerlng was reduced by the

”fabsence of severdl men whose amployment in the Wheel

\!oundry and Allan Shaft Mine permltted them to be major.

contrlbutors

Elghteen men from;the congregatlon responded to

the recru1tment notlce for the No. 2 Battallon.6 (Appen~

dix lO) Thls unlt_ organlzed under the command of Lleu—
tenant Colonel D H. Sutherland was comprlsed of elght

hundred Black ren; flve hundred from Nova Scotla, three

hundred from Ontérlo.66‘ Reverend Statea attempted to en-

i 63M1nutes of Second Unlted Baptlst Church 1917,
-New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. . \

64xbid. 1916. ‘ o

65

1914-1918, New GIhsgow, Nova Scotia..
{Two of these men were killed during the war.)

66ROy States Collection, McGill Unlver51ty, Mon-
treal, Quebec. 10

‘Church Records, Second Unlted Baptlst Church\
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-lieﬁ as the‘Chaplain for this”battalion,‘butﬁhisAmedicai»
report classified hi&‘as physicailv anfit In March
1917‘ Reverend W. Andrew Whlte ;ent overseas as the Chap—
1a1n for the battallon. \f ‘ ?\ -

‘ | Early 1n 1919, Reverend States was faced w;th
;f flnancial dlfflculty, a p081t10n prompted by‘a reduc—.
tlon in carpentry ]obs and an erratlc pay schedule. - Un~
doubtedly, ‘the Black Community suffered the economic
\conseéeenceS"of World'War I, for the cost>of 11Vlng ‘had
escalated but salarles remalned low. Church member~
Shlp was flfty four by~January 1919 but thls number w1th
the adherents ‘seemed unable to contrlbute enough to pay
the Mlnlst8¥‘67 At a Spe01a1 Bu51ness Meeting on‘Appll
2, 1919, Reverenﬂ Staeesaeugmiffed eis resigﬁaiioﬁ,‘ '
-which was rejected by)these~present; jihstead,‘arr-.anxje—
ments were made for him!to receive’the one hundreq and
two dollars andfhinety—three‘gents of ana;d salary.
Obviously, the‘coaére%étioa ai& not raise this money,

for by May 1919, Reverend States was not paid 68

Cbn—
sequently,‘hls re51gnatlon was accepted at the end of
that month. Early in June Reverend States departed

for Halifax,‘thus enaing a ministry which ean'be

®7vinutes of Second ‘United Baptist Church,
January 1919, New Glasgow. .

68Ib1d April—May.
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2

acknowledged as a phenomenai'ékample of Christian

Ser&ice. He was succeede& by Revérénd*albert‘w. Thomp-

son who hadﬁbeen recruited‘by\the\Homg.Miséion~Board of

Guyana.

.Nova Scotid a few years earlier, upon his arrival from

b4
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CHAPTER IV
NOTABLE "EVENTS OF REVEREND STATES' MINISTRY 1906-1919

Bleld Work in Tracadle

At the beglnnlng Of hls mlnlstry in. New Glasgow;
 ‘Reverehd States was requested by the Home Mission Board
\Of Nova SCDtla to spend one week each month at the Churgh
in Tracadle, Antlgonlsh County However, by 1910, he .

3

“assumed -full pastoral dutles of this Church ‘which ibvolv~
ed more frequent v131ts.69
The Black Church 1n Tracadle had been founded

sometime in 1822 by Reverend Dav1d Nutter who had com—

f:mltted hlmself to MlSSlORary wOrk fcr the Home Migsion

- 70

Board of Nova Scotla. At that partlcular tlme, the

Baptist denomination appeared to be: the only one active- - i “(\,;'

ly ivoived<with the salvation of Blacks 1iving in remote - {
N N N . N - ~ N N ) N
-areas af the Province.

Ead N * e T

o 69Year Book of the Marltlme Baptlst, Home Missions‘
for Nova Scotia, 1906 1911 S o

‘ 70Reverend Ingraham E. Bill, Fifty Years w1th the
Baptlbt Ministers and Churches of the Maritime Pnovinces,
{St. John: Barnes and Company, 1880).

43
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Reverend States*did‘not assembleka Sunday Sehoel
at Travadle United Baptist Church insteea:he taught the
adult° passages of Scrlptures before the Serv1ce. It

was mandatory for each adult to instruct at least one

chlld on those Verses Df Scrlpture durlnq ‘the week. " For

AN
b

many Blacks in thls area this was the only opportunlty‘

for.learning to read. Tracadie was one of the poor
sections where school was oftén not in . session.
: > . A ;;.‘ ) ‘.- ’ Lo l N N
. Another aspect of his woxrk in Tracadie concerned

" employment for young people as well as adults.-*ﬁor\

examnple, sometlme in 1908, Mrs. Sarah Elms approaChed»
ReVerend States to solicit his help to procure a job in

New Glasgow for her daughter, Margaret. For abprox1m—

‘ately six. monthe Margaret reslded w1th Reverend States

"and- Mrs- States while she worked at a Boardlng House on

Marsh-Street,‘where she performed general household

' -chores. -Later, Reverend‘states recvommended her for a -

position in the kitchen of-the 014 Aberdeen Hospital.

‘rrShe worked there for two years before a severe 111neSS

Ly

forced her to- rellnqulsh this job.

'

71Margaret Gero {(nee Elms) interviewed at Glen
Haven Manor Nursing Home, New Glasgow, Nova Scotia,
13 September 1380,
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Association Qith Revereand ﬁacPﬁergon
“R;Verend‘States began workiiﬁ the Guysﬁoroﬁgh re—
. gion'inithe spring~bf 1910, by holding~a Service in the“
\.schbél.hoﬁse on a Saturday{night,-aé,he preéchéd at‘the
;TfaCadié éhurch\on Sunday‘morning.vz"Sérvices wére
uéually sgheauléd in that\ﬁannex; but oécésionallyfthere
was a Suéaay af§erndon Serv%éé at Suﬁnyville. In the
suﬁmér.of\l9i2;‘wﬁen Reverend States was ill, ihe Homé‘
Mission Board‘ofrﬁova Scétia Sént Licentiate Martin
iAnderson fo asstig him in New Glasgow and ReVerend
;MacPherson becam; responsible for COntlnulng the'WOrk
with the congregation at Sunnyville. - Deacon Wallace
Ash and Deacon William Desmond managed to conduct ‘
Sexv;qes at the Tracadie Church 73

Reverend Edward J. C MacPhersog was a Jamaicah
‘who came to Nova Scotla via the Uhlted States while
“worklng Wlth the Methodlst Denomlnatlon He was referred
to the Home Mission Qpard by the -Pastor of ghe Halifax
“Methodist Chuxch, é; there appeared to be no need for a
Black ‘Methodist Minister there.7é\ Prior to beginning
kihis mini$£ry ét Sunnyville,‘Reverend Mae?herSOn séent a

few days in New Glasgow with Reverend States who gave him

v

. 72Year Book of the Maritime Baptists, lHome Mis-
sions for Nova Scotia, 1911. -

13

“Ibid. 1912,

Minutes of the Halifax Methodist Church, June

1912, Baptist Archives, Acadia University, Wolfville,
Nova Scotia.
: 45
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several‘music books, also a variety Qf~rel£gious;literata
- ure, |
One of Reverend MacPherson's objectives‘was'to
. build a‘chgrch. In l9ié, undexr his direction tﬁe Suhday»d
School ét SUnnyvillé presented. an Eastér Musigal~at pub-
‘1ic)perfo£ﬁances‘in Guysborough and BOyiston and‘during

the summer dnother concert was held at Boylston. Cértain

mcmbers of the congregation insisted that a portlon of the

13
s eyt

proceeds be used~to‘reimburse tbem'for\their children's
expenses incurred in prepa#atiéﬁ for thé coﬁcéits. AHow;
ever ﬁeQérend MacPheiéon rejeéfed theirzpetitROn,'instead
) he bought reliqlous books and Blbles.‘ Tﬁesé bboks aﬁd -
those donated by Reverend States were used to set up*a i
11brary in the Meetlng Houqe and were used dally by the

Sunday Bchool ch11dren.7§‘

Apparently, hl; approprlatlon
of the profits created discord in thé‘cﬁhgregétibnff By
1916,‘he was forced 'to use his'home for Suﬁday48chool and .
Services for those who supéorted his miniséry;:és b§~wés
not permltted to use the Meetlng House. ‘The‘Hdme Missioh:‘
Boaxrd Report for 1916 mentloned "Reverend E. J: C. Mac-

Pherson labors w1th little suppqrt".76

7SMable Lawrence (nee Bbwdén Sunday School pupil
in 1915 ) - interviewed at home, New Glasgow, Nova
Scotia, 27 September 1380.

76Year Book of‘the Maritime Baptists, Mission
Work for Nova Scotia, 13%16.




47
Sometime late in December 1918, Reverend

MacPherson's house was completely destroyed by flre
. Soon after v131t1ng ReVerend States in January 1919, Rev-
erend ‘MacPherson 1nformed the HOme-MISSlOﬁ Board~tna£ he °
“ would not return to the Guysborough area.77 "He was sent
to Yarmouth where he mlnistered to the Blaok Communlty

‘there for nore than two years, bef01e returnlng to h;s

native c¢ountry,- Jamaica.

The Construcpxon of Sunnyville ‘
A 4& )
\ Eaptlst Church
In the shmméf of'1919, Reverend M. P." Montgomery

r

{full name unknown), a Field WOrker for the Afrlcan Unlted :

Baptlst ASSOClathR, and Reverend States were able to
organlze\a Chprch 1q Sunnyvxlleh Wlth the a551stance of
several persohs from the Community, Reverend;States

erected a building near the Meeting House. Thus, by the

TM1pia. 1919.
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. 48‘ ;»'i «\-“ '
end of the summer of 1919, Sunnyville United Baptist
~ Church ehgrgéd with twenty-nine members, of whomtwo .
; were déacbns.75 This Church bécame aTmehbér'Of’theQ
\Afxlcan Unlted Baptlst Assoc1at10n 1n 1921 72 (Appendix
R t.l - . . . N -~ ;.," .
:sll) _
-—
78M1nutes of the Slxty Slxth Se5510n of- the
Afrlcan Unlted Baptist Assocmatlon of Nova SCOtld, 1919.
R 791b1d 1921, |
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A Black Baptlst Church was founded on June 9, 1844

» . s - N .\ ) . “
CHAPTER V ¢

MINISTRY “IN DARTMOUTH

‘A Brief History of the
African Baptist Church

in Dartmouth \ °.~“

by’ Father Rlchard Preston, for those.Blacks.re51d1ng

around the outserts of Dartmouth.

Q

.,

precedlng ltS 1naugurat10n, the Lake ChUrch was often

w1thout a Pastor Reverend James Thomas served thls

Church from 1861 untll hls death in 1879, followed by

Reverend Benson Smlthers, who laboured there untll hls

- death in 1885. Church work ‘was oontlnued by Reverend

"F. R. Longford‘who prepared the Churoh to hOSt the

81

African United Baptlst Ase@ciatlon in 1892.°7 However,

the Church was pastorless by'the«end of that year and

© it was not until 1895, that Réverend James Borden‘began
N SRR . N 5 ) N . H

80,

Peter E. MacKerrow, -A Brief: HlStOfXﬁOf the

Coloured ngtlsts in Nova Scotia,l1783-1895,

{Halifax:

81

Nova Scotia Prlnting Company, 189%5).

Mlnutes of the Thirty NintH Seseion of the

African United Baptlst Association of Nova Scotia,1895-

1905

49
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50
his.ministfy"there, which was terminated by hishresigna;
tion in 1905.57
This Church was commoniy known as the %aké Rpad‘
" Church, a name dérivea from its loéatiogip As the numbér
of Blacks movxng inte Dartmouth 1ncreased the atten—‘
‘Vdancé d;Qpped, for the membershlp now had to travel
several miles to the Services.~‘8ubsequent1y, the build-
ing deteriérated,és moneyiwas not readily availahle>
\fdr‘generai rébaifsl Eventnally, it bec&ae necessary
‘for the conqregatlon to assemble at the U P.. C Hall
I(Unlon Protectlon Hal]) in Dartmouth.' This change of

venue for Services occurred in the‘early 1900's, prior'_

té‘Jﬁné‘l906, for at that ‘time Christ. Chuxch ddnated~‘

Cits Sunday School . bulldlng to the congregatlon of TLake

Road Church The follow1ng article- appeared in the
'Dartmouth daily newspaper

Colored Re81dents
To Have a Church

For some years the colored c1tlzens Of

Lake Road and Dartmouth have ‘been

badly in need of a church, the old bullding
at the lake having. outlived its usefullness.
Besides only a small portion of the con-
gregatlon now live at the lake so that a
church in town has become a necessity.

" The U. P. C. Hall-has been used for some
time for the purpase but now the condre-
gation will have a building of their own.
They received Christ Church School House
as a free gift and have awarded a contract

82Minutes of the Fifty-Second Seséion‘of the
African United Baptist Association of Nova Scotid,1505.
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to Mr. McElmon-of Halifax to remove it
to their lot on victoria Road at $450.

They will have it painted and ‘renovated. 83
- and intend to have ‘pews put. in later on.

»
kY

‘Hencé, fgom Juie-lSOG, the Black Baptist Church'
in Dartmouth was identified as the.Victorié Roéd United
. Eaptist Chufch. Although the mémbersﬁip‘had a laréer\
facility which was céhtrally loqatédf there was no |
‘Sunday Svhoo1 Instead Saint James Church which was

. Presbyterlan and Christ Church whlch was Angllcan, held |

" classes after thelr Sunday School for the Black chlldren.

This Church dld not have a full tlme Pastox from
1906 until 1919. The congregatlon lacked persons with
‘.édequate formal éducation for teaching Sunday Sohool~

which was probably a consequence of the separate~éch001:

2 one department school had been‘efopted in" 1879, (closed~ 

\1n June 1915)_to accommodate the Eléok Childxéﬁ‘%n the
~ town of Dartmouth.84-‘The schooi‘offered:rudiﬁentary
1nstructlons for grades one te elght, however, thé
majority attended school for three or four years,for an

education was‘not neéded for the*menlal oé¢cupations
N ) Kl

available to them.:

83partmouth Patriot 23 June 1906.

' 84John Patrick Mdrtln, The Story: of Dartmouth,
(Dartmouth. 1957),
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; Reverend States Begins
’ His Work in Dartmouth -

Before Reverend States began his ministry in
Dartmouth he: a531sted with, the constructlon of a new
church at Hammonds Plains. Thls Church was dedlcated

in September 1919, durlng the Afrlcan Unlted Baptlst \

i Assoc1atlon which convened there Reverend States was

the keynote’speaker»for this ceremonyu85
Victoria ROad Unlted Baptlst Church, 1ike'a

number of other bulldlngs 1n that area, was damaged by

. the disastrous explosion on\Decembers 1917 -Only the

eesentlal repairs were undertaken by Reverend Kempton in
918 consequently, 1t was neceSSary for Reverend States

to\begln renovatlons almost 1mmed1ately. A Ffew major

S,

altegatlons were completed by early November 1919. the
N .
baptlstgy and choir sectlon were arranged in the front

of the cﬁUrch to fa01lytate‘better v1ew1ng for the con~

\

gregatioh \during mu51ca1 presentatlons and baptisms,;‘

\

stairs were installed to allow the membershlp access

to the basement. PreV1ously, entry to that area was

"through a door beslde the mal ‘entrance. (Appendlx 12) .

2 .

-‘Reverend States also replaced the - benches Wlth pews

. ~ .
which he constructed,axeplaced\the_oroken glndOWS,‘and

plastered the walls.S®

-85Minutes of the Sixty-Sixth -Session of the
African United Baptlst Association of ‘Nova Scotia, 1919.
) ‘BGChuxch Records, Victoria Road‘Uhited*Bagtist
Church, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 1919. .
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Reverend States organized‘é Sﬁnday School which
included an adult Bible class that he taught while Mrs.
States instructed the éthersy In 1920, the Sunday School
Report giﬁep*at the'Sixty»SeventhfSession of\theuAfric;n'
:United\Baptist ASSOCiatiDn, ;eveéleﬁ an ‘enrollment of
~twenty»n;ne‘pupiis wi&h Reveren&‘spateékés the Supe;iﬁj
tgndépt. By 1927, there was an eﬁfollmeﬁt dflforty\“

pnpils,‘f%Ge teachers ana‘officexs.87

; ; ‘ijogrésé.
‘ .i‘n 1921, the Che,fr_rySmok “United aaptis_t‘cmgc}{ ~
came whder Reverénd Statesf'ﬁuriédiétién,\thus increasin§
hisiresponsibilify, é; well_as‘éiving him a greater .
éistance to ttavelj:és the Chﬁrch‘was in a cammuhity
situated‘apprqximatel§ ten kilométrés-frOm Dart@qufﬁ.
Eé‘purchasea»an autoﬁobile, pfobably a Ford Model4§,‘from
»é dealer in\Halifax; which enabled him.éo‘trével io o

Chéirbeook for Sunday afternocon Service and mid-week

Berar Book of the Mayxitime Baptists,‘Sundéz
School Report, 1927. e
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Servicefgg It is evident that both~congte§ations con-
tributed generously towards the maintenance of their

Church and their Minister; a perusal of the Record BooksS

‘indicated that'ReGerend\States'ZWeekly‘salaryvbf‘twehty4 -

two dollars was always paid in fuli.89
o v ) \‘- . . : N

kY

Fawmily Life in‘Dartﬁouth

.On August 1 1919 Reverend States 51qned a con—“‘

- veyance dOCument which traneferred property. on Prince

\ Albert Read in Dartmouth, to him from«John A. Beck- 20

Reverend States then mortgaged this property and hlS
house in New Glasgbw on Washlngton Street to The Nova

‘SCOtla Buxld;ng Society, on September 12, 1919, for

. ‘ 88Myrtle\5tates {Widow of Reverend States),:
n1nterv1ewed ‘at Dartmouth, Nova Scotla, 20 September 1980.

89Reeord Books, Vlctorla Road Unlted Baptist
*Church Dartmouth, Nova Scotla, 1319-1927.

- 90Rregister of Land Deeds, Halifax County, 19,
Halifax, Nova Scotxa.
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“family\ﬁoyed’a féw’days before thistmas of that;year;

._Myrtle, after whlch they had prayers and read several

55
three thousand &ollaxs.gl He designed-the‘floof pléﬁ
and de most of the construction of a four bedroom, two
storey_house on Prlnce AlbertﬂRoad Jinto- whlch he and hlS
92

\Reveiend‘Stéﬁes’ ddily\routine began after eight

o clock in .the mornlng, He always had breakfast Wlth

/,

passages of Scrlpture.. A portlon of the mornlgg~wasf

B

)speﬁt in“his wofkshop‘in\the basement,”whére he applled

- o

his Skllls to tasks such as: constructlng or repalrlng

fchalrs, mendlng broken toys, or preparlng materlals for )

+

a minor repair around the house. he afternoons Were

EERY

devoted tO‘visiﬁing members of‘hls congregatlons who
were indisposed at.home or serlously ill in the h05p1ta1

However, 1f the weather was anlement he ‘spent the after—

. noon 1n hlS study readlng or wrltlng 1etters

As expected from an advocate of eduoation for

\Blacks,~Reverend States encouraged hlS chlldren to'f

endeavour to do thelr best in thelr studles.\ He also

: devoted'tlme every nlght to a551st~wmth their homeWork,

;

Hls three chlldren were enrolled in two schools 1n
i ~

1

‘ 91Reglster of Land Deeds, Pictou County, 1919,
Pictou, Nova Scotia.

92Myrtle Staoes {Widow of Reverend States),
interviewed at Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 20 September 1.980.
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56 .
Daitmoeth. Leoda remenbered that;;hen~they oommenced
Schoo} in 1919;‘they'attended school oh a shift sohed*
ule, Hawthorne‘sohool in the ﬁornihg»and Greehvaie
School:inithe°afte£nooa.‘fThe ekploéion in Decemoe;\1917,
’had destroyed a number of schoolé;‘henoe‘fleiibie hourS‘
were establlshed to ensure the contlnuatlon of studles
for all school chlldren.;‘ ”

. N . Y ‘ o ’
Reverend States had~commitments for at 1east-

'three nights a week mld week§8e1v1ce was held at Vlctorla

Road Church on Wednesday, and’ two nlghts were allocated to .

’d;fferent commlttees. However, on Saturday he’ spent the

‘~ent1re day in hls study, preparlng hlS sermons.\_On

Sunday he conducted Serv1ces at eleven o clock at Vlctorla

‘Road Church after: whlch he - taught an’ adult Bible class
SerVaces were held at the Cherryb;ook Church at three ‘
. 1ock and at seven o clock. Myrtle accompanled him to\
those Serv1ces, but the chlldren usually stayed at home

‘1th the housekeeper.

It was not uncommon for Blacks 1n Dartmouth to

'fréguent‘Revereﬁd Statesi home_on any evenlng for ass;st— B

ance with a document or a letter oxr to discuss a person-—

al problem. There were also several persons who came for

nstructions in readihg and writing. It appears that
Reverend States adhered to strict rules of cOnfldential—

ity, for Mrs. States never knew the details of any of

e Eﬁ"
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‘ ~_ ) : \ ,
the discussidbns which occurred in his study.93

N

Final Days
Reveiégd States was aCtivei involvéa witb'his‘
:Churches unt11 1927. He éhdéav&ufed\tb érganiZe éb;iél
events for young people as well as adults, v151ted hlS
:‘membershlp regularly, and was responsible for general‘
‘;epair$‘1n the Churches.‘ By. early sprlng 1927, his
*

_health began to deteriorate.‘ He was coﬁf{?ed to bed”

by Dr. Thomas Acker during the‘last week in\april.

However, on Tuesday, May 3, 1927 Revereﬁd‘St tes died -

‘as a result of pneumonla Wthh had 1ncubated d ring
his 1llnebs. The Evenlng Mail Star publlshed the
'follow1ng concernlng his death

Rendered Many Fine
Serv1ces to Pe@ple

In whose death at Dartmouth on Tues, the‘

. colored people of Nova Scotia. suffered a
great loss. The late Mr. States was a
leader of great force and his wise coun-
sel was always at the disposal of any

231pida.
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Jjust cansetéq

In the Maritime Baptist's issue.for May 11, 1927,

the artlcle concelnlng Reverend States' ~death %tated
" . . . known throughout the province and beyond as a
- preacher of worth; as a-man, sympathetlc,\loyal, kind,

'a minister Qf‘fhe.Gospel of Jesus Christ EEE

Later.in'ﬂay~Reverend G. J‘idoﬁlt x White‘
submltted a trlbute £o Reverend States,
The Home MlSSth Board of Nova Scotla s Report .
of Obituaries for 1927, mentioqed this about Reverend’

States: ' .
In the pa551ng ‘of Rev W. §. States, the
Baptist cause and especially the work of
the colored people has suffered an- irre-
‘parable loss. In many.ways.it is one of
theé hardest ‘blows to be felt by the col-
ored people of Nova ‘Scotia, as Rev.
States was a Race Leader, beloved by all
of his own people, and respected and
loved by his .fellow citizens--known
throughout the Province as a minister
-of the Gospel 0f Jesus Christ,. express—~
ing in word and exempllfylng by his llfe
the precepts of his Master.

Every honor of the African United Bap—
tist Association was accorded to him,
for he was a most practical man of
varied activities with high executive
ablllty.‘gBy trade he was a carpenter,

. and theyre is hardly a colored church in
Nova Scbdtia that has not felt his hand

. as a builder. A man who made such gigan-
tic sacrifices in physical strength

+ that at the early age of fifty years

9palifax Evening Mail Star, S»May 1927;‘

95

Mafitime'Baptist,‘ll May, 1927.
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Obituaries, 1927,
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; e bt TiE 96
the sun of his life went down.
Reverend Andrew White conducted a Memorial Service

at the house on Thursday, May 5,1927, before~ReVerend

States’ body was removed to the Church. Many friends and

relatives from Vvarious parts of the Province together
with fourteen'Ministers and Licentiates,'offered their

final tributes at the Funeral -Service held at Victoria

‘Road United Baptist Church = (Appendix 14). " Reverend

States was interred in {he-Chgrch éemeteryu

On May 5; l929l‘thé African United Baptist. Associ-

. atjon dedicated a memorial -to Reverend Sfates at a"specia

Service held at First Baptist Church in Dartméuth. A

Committee of twenty-four persons which included the

Pastors and Liceniates of the‘Associaﬁion had been organ-

‘ized;by James A. R. Kinney at the Association in August
1§28. This Committee had collected sufficient funds. to
erect a marble monument to R&yerend States thch was .

inscribed with the words: Christ

n Gentleman, Church
Builder, Race Leader. These words appropriately eulo-

'gized an eminent Nova Scotian.

-

96Year Book of the Maritime Béptiéts, Record of

97Minutes of the Seventy-Fourth Session of the
African United Baptist Association, 1929.
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\ CONCLUSION'

It is evident ckat Reverend Welllngton States

made a phcnomenal contrlthqu to the Afrlcan Unlted BapJ

Llat ASSOClatlon of Nova Scotia, through his organization
‘and COnstructlbn of churches Xn varlous parts of Lhe
province. Of the fifteen Churghes that he either con-

‘ structed or regOVated,:eleven.contlnue to fuﬁction‘as
African éaptisc'chgches, The magnitcdé of Reverecd ‘
‘.States'\work with theiAfricén Baptist Churches ic prob—

ably better comprehended when con51der1ng the role of

- ‘the Church in the llves of Black people durlng the time B

-of his ministry. Durlng the early 1900's Blacks were
‘cenled self expr8551on 1n all aspects of socmety, orob-
ably a consequence of the prejudlce that was prevaleﬁt
throughout the cntlre country. Thls was a perlod when
membefs of the 1argef\society blatantly used derdgatory
terms when referring to etﬁnic~grocps, subsequently, it
was common for Blacks to be the object of humour.
Thefefcxe,‘the African Baptlst Church becane the only
k visible‘organlzatlon‘that‘prov1ded a structuxed~§oc1al
\1ife in which Blacks\coula achieve status and a sense -
of ideﬁtity, thus' creating a meaningful existence fox
thémselves.

| VUnder ‘the reéourccful leadership of Reverend

60
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61 . .
States many Biacks developed an etﬁnic conscieuéneSS
which eﬁabled them to qtiii;e their skills.and eneréy‘
* for the advancement of their commdnit}. The aehievement
in New Glasgow is an illustration of thlS. ‘Aﬁperentlyy’ -~

'prlor to the eatabllshment of a Church for the Black L IRENE

Communlty, many spent thelr lelsure tlme drlnk;ng ex~’
cessxVely, as a result they did not possess anythlng
‘thet would suggest that-they were also hard:worklng‘
peeple;; Actually, the lnauguratlon of a Church chané-
ea ﬁhis. Reverend States efforts to rally the memn-
‘bers‘of\ehis cengeegeeion t0~achleve the remarkable

goal of enlarglng thelr church undoubtedly developedi'

a seﬁse of prlde ’ not only in thelr accompllshment

o Mgl i AR S LBt g ot 1! b el E

"o

T AR T 2 SO .t

* but in thelr new ldentlty as»members of a\Baptlst

Church.
It is also evident that Reverend States can
be recognized as a prominent Nova Scotian .for his efforts

in the promation of educetion;ambng~the Black populece~ '

S

of‘the'pro§inee. ‘Segregétea educétibnal‘faciiities
‘avallable eo Blacks only’ offered lnstructlons su1table
‘for the menlal 3obs accessible. to them. To-acqulre

more than a basic education at the beglnnlng of the -
twentleth century, youny ‘Black men and women mlgrated to
the Unlteg Statesf However, the majorlpy of those who
;left for that reason often never returned which is |

understandable_as‘it was obvious that they would not

"become employed in Nova Scotia to use their expertise
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in any'professions‘oﬁheieihan heaching and' the minietry.A‘

Generally, Black" parents dld not encourage thelr chile

dren to remaln 1n school, probably the resuf% of thelr o

bellef that it seemed futlle; therefore,‘no money

. ,\-~‘\ " - ‘\f\‘ AR .,‘ - )
Jcoula‘be‘wasted on this activity. 'However, Reverend\m
States encouragement of parents in all of the commun—l

1t1ee that he v151ted and the opportunlty he offered

a number of persons to learn to read and wrlte, appears’

to. have had p051t1ve repercu531ons. A number of~the

RN

chlldren of hlS membershlp completed elementary school

but many of their grandchlldren could boast of hlgh

academlc achlevements.‘ T

-

A questlon that may arlselconcerns Reverend

e States' promotlon of education, whv was he successful
1n“conv1n01ng famllles that acqulrinq an educatlon
’was worthwhlle. Judglng from comments given by Mrs.

\ States(hie w1dow) regard;ng his sermons, he emghasxzed
hlS membershlp 8 potentlal as Colored People, desplte ¥
the restrlctlons 1mposed on them. it appears that he
endeavoured’ to raise thelr ethnlc con501ousness. Pos»
Slbly, ‘the h;gh self—esteem that Reverend States fose
tered 1n his membership was the factor that indUCed

many to 1mprove thelr sxtuation.~ In nﬁe communltlee

\

iNew Glasgow, Dartmouth, Hammonds Plains, and Cherry-

'brook, men set.up small bu51nesses suth as gardening,
i LERT
_garbege*collectlon,‘haullng lumber, raising plgs,

N
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dcllvemy ‘service and barber shops.

It can‘be pOStulated that ethnlc consc10usness
is of utmost 1mportance to the advancement of any people;
Blacks 1n many of the communltles in whlch Reverend
States worked derived a posatlve self—awarehess from
th81r assac1atlon Wlth the church. At thlS palnt 1n\
tlme Black people seem to be 1ook1ng to the publlc
Fchool for\the developmeﬁt of a p031t1ve self—lmaga.)

For schools to undertake thls task a comprehen51ve

)
A

program whldh would 1nclude self awareness, heritage
and ‘self- respect would have to be 1mplemented, and’ -

for 1t t@ be most effect1Ve, Black teachers should

+
s

conduct the classesn
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APPENDIX 2

Sxx ty Years Ago

An 1lcm from ‘the hles of the Hah-
fax Chronicle of sixty years  will
undoubtedly be of interest o .at
least a few of Wolfville’s older” resi-
dents. Tt is fxom Saint John. N.B.,-
cand says:

"The_schooner. Doves kailing: from |

Nova Scotia, arrived in porl here
vesterday., She was launched on the

day Queen Victoria was bory, and!
althau;,h having seen 62 years of,
service, looks quite staunch Her,

: nmh{a\n a colored man,’

The Dove was a tiy craft that!
in the long ago plied between Wolf.~

“‘vx fe dnd o{her Minas -Basin - ports,

———

65

Caot. Jub bt.unx wowedd knmw w MT .
ville man, was her skipper,” Once the -
Do\e carried cargo. of apples o

Moncton, and subseourmily her mins-
tes and owner was often heard 1
expatiate on Lhe advanl.ag,(_ of a’
*foreign trip.” R

e —a——

——

1941

This artlcle appeared in a Wolfv111e paper, probably
the Acadian Bulletln. June .

s e
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Wellington

Henry
. This.photograph was taken sometime

Wellington Sfates with his brother Henry
in 1898. Soor after Wellington received h

uV/

is certificate from Acadia University.
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MISSION REPORT OF FEV“W N. STATES. :"‘

To the Mission Board of the African Bap‘hst A ssomauon,
Dear Bzcthreu =

.In kubuuttmg the follo“*iug roport IbLg to acknowledge: *Parst
the hand of the great Redeemer whose Grace has suflered me in hin . .
hands (o be ap instraunent Lo bclp soe un—strmkcn souLs from lhe
pathis.of sin lo the “High way of Life?’”

Also tllel)e\pmg hands of Sisters L Ba:ley and O Grms who’f“

have been very helpful while we l;\bom-ed together for the advnnce» Y
m(.ut of the Mastcr‘s Kingdom, ERRL

Sa - (RN

kmuum(

Fyom Septmuber 18th to Oclober 28ih,1 visited all ‘the chnn.hes
Solding services with each ather, in order. %o get o pledped x\mount
{rore each church towarnls mission work,

"I held thirty-six preaching ‘servites, rec:eued from the. Boaxd
£30,00 Jor the same, also-collectious for the church of which 1 have.
no complete mcmo, but wluch dld Dot pny_expens;-s enuu!ed '

I o

Summary of work done whxle mgularly engaged as Missxouaxy‘
I th, 1902 to July Bth 1go3: -

" 5 ! ?I‘ootal number of places vxslted ereane 3_6
¥ ‘Sermons preached. .. ... ..(. vorendl0
2" Pastoral VISIES. 0.0 aesos 2oy el 116

' Miles travelled by rail. Ly 1ES :
- A O teamtaa... s wanl 392 L T
O R RO

oo i v . onfoot........... T50
e Cmm‘uunicatibw written. RN § T 2%

Nmnber addedrto Chuxch by Bapusm , 59
co L restored fo Chureh o vvsives sens9
" s " Additiona] Conversions to be bap- |
77 tized Sept. 20th. o0 e 300
". 10 be received by experience 3 13
" {these for. the Church to-be organiz-

‘.« edat Cobequid Road, HIx. Co.) S,
’ ", Restored by mrgamvmg Church at. Fal. -
mouth ..... Cerh i e y
' 88
Moncy collected o ﬁdd 77 63 -
; o vreceived from Board ...... Y. ,Isqqo .
Vo ) R A N - k] ——iee T
- P T by by
ijlwnchxpenses......135 T
' {"T'eam hire..... .,....,.1300 . T
Ferriage L. 330 0T o
- Board ;.. ,....l.‘.,..316o L
- Postage, ele. by 3223 ot
o Laundry.....‘. v 7070 .
Given in Gharity.. ... ...17 LI O
. : > — 110 53
' $i17 o X
\Submxttcd in love for God, Heaven and the Right ST
. N. S2ATES, i
68 '

B N £ 27

e

L PR bR B I St o
. —

g

s b, NI 4 iR M1t 1N W b ol A8

e sttt g A e v



—

il P e AW S b (i >

A

~ APPENDIX 6A ‘

0 ) N N \
Y . b B
N.STAT
S . RS . N
e T e

F-the, African’

oo

1

7. .

: © 6% -

N
.
Y

N

s ok

el

22

e

e e e, e

PRI

Pl

2 & by

b Wy

L0

ok et s St

e A

a e e it

T




i —— .

i
i bty

APPENDIX 6B ’ .o

$abo s’ .

’
Rt el shier

»
s
5,
¥
P
L

.
F

{5

§

T .

\\ I })A\‘ hm\r um ful \mm(l

M ! - Jesand SRyes S oJepus saves . . L - é:
o i \p’gu\d the ;,1»21‘@5 all around, ‘ ; . ’ . )
S 4 $ Tesug' s!&s.%us BRVES | ) ‘ . s &
. 1 . Budr the news Lolevery Tund. ; . ) :
. . (‘hmb the steeps aud eross the waves:
y ) T Onnard, iy imr k\ra's comnmanits ,
: * < Jeans maves: me\s aves, ) L :
X ! Waft it on the rolhng tide, s R
o Slenesaves  Jesuy gaves: ' ‘ .
w0 Tell to sinners, Tar and, wxdu B T o o
i \ i Jesos navesy ‘Jg.suuavua : ‘ ‘ o T o
¥ i ! " Singove Todandg of th’&-sea. . o ) .
‘ . ST Febo Lack ye ocepn’ Cenves, RS L N
: - Earth shall'kecp.dier Ju_bllee,‘ ST : »
' . ~Ju~.\:k sHvER; JoRNS WVEs. - b
- . .
. - Sing a'bove therbnttle srife, s
> . -Jesns wuves; -Iesu‘s:sawq : ) RN . T :
! ‘ N B_} “His death: i Shdless life, T - oo
: : 3 Jeandtenves: Jeus saves: S .
- . ; X "Smg it softly throngh the gloom, I s
Tl eI When the, ]wmi T merey craves, | ~ AR .
. T R i - Sing it trmmph o'or the tomb, . . :
SR b o Josns SavES 3 Jesus saves- |
o s {3ive the wmds R ‘mwhgr \'mu.,
: A Coe _ Jesas saves: 'Je'ms baveis, R
' i Lt the nations now rejoice, ™ s )
i - R . Jesns saves: Jesus SRVER, Co - =
) R Shopt salvation, Tull aud frev. ¥
. L » Hxé,ln-xt bills and duepuﬁ CHVUS ¢ : 5
. ’ ~ This ont spug of victory, %
o ers waves: iexm SV, ' b %
: T : S
: R
X
: ~ %
S ; , - - £
S Usuallhy the opening hymn at Revival Services. ?:ﬁ
; . . HE
L '
& : . 5
] * ’ . B
S, » i
S

TV i,

i . . . R . ‘



Ry

- God \w \\:!h you tif} we et m-‘mn.

- (md bt, wll.l\ you hll wu veel agam

B (:od be mii) \;on txll we meet a"'am,
l\wp Jove's.banver ﬂonnng O'¢r you, *
bml(.e deati) 5 thmat ning wave: befur Jo

APPENDIX 6C

‘16
Cod b wath von 13l We ier el g
v il counaeds graidee, uﬁ..\-]s’: Ve,

Wit s sheep seenrehy Told s on g
{rod e wil.h you 1l we sueet Wi,

Cno.—Til \w muet, u]l we meat, .
Till we meet at Josug’ feet,

ST we meet, B3 we feet; -

(:0(\3 be wltb _ymt t.l]l we mLt‘t a“.nn. N

N N

Gad be \ut,h \‘Q“ hll wes meu again,’
“Neath his wings secipdly hide you,
Dadly manna still provide yons; IO

s»‘\‘& =

(md be mth vmx hH ~We weet Agam, sl

When. life’s porils thick. (.onfmmd Jyou,
Put bis arms nnfazimg x‘ound you's

N

3, S Ve

¥y kevx’}" wa

A

-

PRI R 3

..

R
&
*
3
>

G 3

S

et ettt TR

v



e A i

5
. . i
B N
) -APPENDIX 6D : .
julhinginfientsbntfuaiv ot . .
. . )
. . o N
. R , 3
N ~ ’ R -
. 3
> A N . . . . i}
. . N E3 -~
. . . . =
N ~ B ~\*
’ \ seln oL B 3
N A : A L
oo N o ? 2 2‘{ . .
’ N o
N ~ . L oA - ;:
: ’ N B 3 n
S
H R 5
. : . ' . B
> . N N ‘ :‘
. kS \ ~ A
. > * . .
) b ) N - N v
[ . N
‘ 1 T . N ~ :
L .
- .
H A} v
: a
- ".' M . -~
. : ‘
N al
Ly '
N ‘:"
. S i .
N £ A .
. . E}:‘l .
- .
) N | > ’ . 2 ~
“
N ) .
N .
. - )
. . k
’ A
) Al
. - i
. . B .
‘ ‘ 3
a
; N ,
' : 12 : :
.
"
. .
. '



15

Family portrait of the St‘aﬁes”fam,i'ly' taken at Waldren's Studio,
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. March 29, 1915, ° ‘ .
From left to right, Leoda,- Patricid, Myrtle, Coulter, Weéllington.
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,and are d:stmgmshmg themselves at ﬂie Front.

‘Here alsois yox opportunity to be identified in the Greatest
War ‘of History, wh,ere the Fate .of Nations -who stand for
. Liberty is at stake. Your fortunes aré . equally at. stalfe as .

those -of your \Vhlte Brethren., e L ,
. : I:I o EI o

f No 2 CONSTRUCTION BATTALION.

Now bemg Organzzed An Over the Dommlon
Summons Yoa' WILL YOU SERVE"

“The Bfitish | and their Mhes arc now engaged in‘a great lorward mmemem.“

Roads, Bridges and, Railways must be made €0 carry the Victors forwaed. The'
need of the day is Pioneers; Construction- Comp'm:es and Railwdy Construction -

'Cumpames No.'1 Lonstructnon Lompany has becn recrunted ~No. 2 (,onstru v \\-’
. non Company is now called for

: Lt. Col. . H. Sutherland is in charge of the Compﬂnys Headquarters

' ',Pictou' at Halifax applications may ‘Be made at the Parade Recru:tmg Sta(io

,else“ here to nny Rccruitmg Omcer, or by letter w—« o
MAJOR W, B. A RlTCHlE, Chzef I?ccmztuzg O_{"ce/ I/u/rfrzf, :
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Rev W N, States

ATRIBUTE -y,

I way deeply touched hy readmg i a recont
. ivswe an_aconnt of the nassing to his reward of

on{lm \\’\ N, &)(i\ltb 1 have: rqouul to follow :

hxs career and Ieam what ‘a (:uthful “Wise and.

devoted biother he has been. May 1 say that'}

baptized him “at” Annapolis -in '1893, he was or-
- ordained at Bridgetown by a rcgular couneil, 1
- preaching the sermon and Jater I had. the pleas- .
ure of martying him. 1 was deeply touched to”

learn that be named his boy for me, which'l did
- not knpw till the recently published acgount. My

ove regrets is that 1. have not throngh the years.. ‘

kept in touch with Jum and shown ,sympathy and
‘appreciation and the joy 1 have felt in his success.

“We too often” keep, the' flowers till 100 late to

“hring joy to the one we would like to enjoy them.
1 think s xmddle name was not Noel, but Ney,

: .G, J Courrer WHITE,
Summérlan(l B. C., May 28, 1927
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