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ABSTRACT

A Private War in the Cantbbean: Nova Scotia Privateening 1793-18058
Dan Conlin Saint Mary's University, April 22, 1996

This thesis explores privateering from the British Colontes in North American in
the period between 1793 and 1805, It asks why individuals and communities turned to
privateering and how they were affected by the enterprize. Privateers were privately
owned warships licensed and regulated by the state to keep a portion of their raiding. In
this period, a network of small coastal communities in Nova Scotia centred on Liverpool
and Shelburne responded to disastrous changes in the military and trade environment with
a small fleet of a dozen private warships which captured about sixty enemy vessels.
Existing literature on privateering, mostly popular and amateur work, has interpreted this
activity as the product of either patriotism or greed. However a closer look indicates that
economic necessity as the driving force. The wars with Revolutionary France led to the
capture of many Nova Scotia merchant ships and mariners, followed by crushing
insurance rates and American encroachment of the fishertes and luctative West Indies
trade. Privatecring was a response to this economic warfare that replaced Nova Scotia
fosses with captured enemy ships and found work for idle shipyards and seamen Ina
sense, it was an armed defence of the economic markets of the Caribbean against French
and American incurston.

Their success founded several new fortunes and led the privateering port of
Liverpool to gain greater economic and political autonomy from the pravincial capital of
Halifax A price was paid in lives lost to battle, storms and naval press gangs along with
social disruption such as rowdy drinking and a munitions expfosion in Liverpool.
Privateer seamen enjoyed unusus! power in making sailing decisions and received higher
wages than land, fishing or merchant service would have offered. This success was short
hived. By 1805, enemy shipping moved to nentral American ships and court decisions
turned agamst privateers. However privateering had carried Nova Scotia maripers and
their communities through the bleak economic period at the turp of the century until the
embargo acts stimulated trade in 1807 It also created a core of privateering families
cager and able to exploit future privateering endeavours in the War of 1812,
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PREFACE

In the fall of 1800, strange rumours reached the busv wartime harbour of Halifax,
Nova Scotia  The stortes said that a privateer brig from the local settlement of Liverpool
had defeated three Spanish warships in a battle off the coast of South America |t scemed
so implausible, that most people dismissed it as one of the wild rumours of war, ke the
phoney stories of Napoleon's capture the previous vear

However on Oct. 16, rumour became reality when 80 men of the brg Renver
returned to Liverpool in company with a much targer Spanish schooner they had
captured. Cornered by the Spanish provinciat navy schooner and two farge gunbeats, the
Kover had driven oftf the gunboats and then taken the schooner in a bold act of
seamanship that cost over 50 Spanish lives, but not a single Nova Scotian death 7 It was
a remarkable victory, small in terms of the great fleet actions of the war, but large in its
skitt and pluck  The details of the battle were published in England where even the
influential Naval Chronicle heaped praise on the achievements of the mariners from the
“littfe villages” of Nova Scotia *

The activities of these Nova Scotian privateers is the subject of this thesis which
explores privateering activity based in the Atlantic colonies of British North America in
the Wars with Revolutionary France and Napoleon from 1793 to 1805 [ have several
amms: first to study a period of privateering that has received kttle study. and beyond that

to explore links between the soctal background of privateer mariners and their

IDiary of Simeon Perkins, Oct. 27.1800, Vol IV, (Toronto Champlain Society, 1948) p
261. False rumours of Napoleon's capture reached Liverpool on several occastons Nov
9, 1798, IV, p. 132, & Sept 20, 1799, IV, p. 190.

2Details of the Rover's arrival were described by Simeon Perkins, the Liverpool merchant
and diarist on Oct. 16, 1800, IV, p. 258-259. Detailed testimony of the battle and heavy
Spanish losses was supplied and survives in the interrogation of Spanish prisoners by the
Vice Admiralty Court. National Archives RG 8 IV Vol 3¢

3Naval Chronigle Vol. 5 (Feb 1801), p. 176



communities with the large economic and military developments that led to privateenng,
Privateers based in Nova Scotia are the focus of this study. but the activities of French
privateers and the growth of American shippiag are also considered.

‘The world of private ships of war is an exatic and often misunderstood subject for
a modern cbserver Privateers were privately-owned warships, licensed and regulated by
the state to attack enemy shipping and keep a share of what they captured. Privaie
warships were the backbone of navies for centuries until the evolution of specialized
warships and fine-of-battle tactics led to professional naval officers and government
fleets. Even as state navies grew in power, privateers assumed a crucial rofe in economic
warfare and remained an essential option to weak naval powers and isolated colonies.
The last hurrah of privateering came in the Napoleonic Wars and the practice was
generally cutlawed by the Declaration of Paris in 1856

The first chapter looks at the historiography of privateering, its established
direction and areas of neglect. The second chapter will chart the cause and chrotclogy of
the rise and fall of privateering in this penod The third chapter will examine the nature
and significance of the military and bustness side of privateering.  The fourth chapter will
fook at the social dimensions of privateering in terms of the background, relationships and
consequences of privateering on individuals and community A final chapter will draw
some conclusions about the motivation and effects of privateering in this period. This
study commences in 1793, with the declaration of war by France, and concludes in 1805,
the year privateering haited before commencing again in 1812

Privateering in this period provides a rewarding ievel of sources to explore.
Regulated by a specialised court system, the Court of Vice Admiralty. privateer ships left
a considerable paper trail. About 70 per cent of their case files have survived at the
Public Archives of Nova Scotia and National Archives of Canada. Privateer owner, agent
and town official Simeon Perkins of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, leff a detailed day-to-day
diary for this period describing the movements of privateering people, ships and money in



response to international events. A reasonable rur of newspapers and colonial records
survive at the Public Archives of Nova Scotia along with several collections of family
papers iluminating different aspects of privateerning

While this thesis considers privateening from all of the Atlantic Colomes of Brtish
North America, it was almost entirely an activity based in Nova Scotia where the Court
of Vice Admiralty resided in Halifax + However the town of Liverpool. Nova Scotia,
receives special attention  Liverpool was especially significant to privateering as it
operated almost half the privateer ships of the period. but as a small town, it petnits a
study in some detail of the relationship between a community and a mantime endeavour

The word privateer was used in the eighteenth and ninetecnth centunes to refer to
both the people who served on private warships, and the vessels themselves @ have
restricted the use of the word afore 1o mean people. When indicating a proivateer vessel, |
incorporate the rig of ship, as in "privateer schooner”, "privateer brig", “privateer ship”
etc. (See Appendix for a guide to vessel rigs ) Shep has also been used as a generic term
for vessel when the nig s unspecified

All wages are in provincial currency

——— - ————

4The very small numers of prizes taken by vessels based in Quebec and New Brunswick
were brought to Halifax for adjudication. Newfoundiand had a Vice Admiralty Coust but
a search of its records shows no evidence of privateering activity Public Archives of
Newfoundlend and Labrador GN 1, 2, 5 and MG 205.



Chapter One - The Historiography of Privateering

Canadian privateering was first noticed by antiquarian historians. at the tumn of the
century Various writers at the Roval Nova Scotia Historical Society, such as George
Mullane and G.E E. Nichols, sorted and compiled fists of privateers and their prizes in the
various colontal wars in Nova Scotia as well as summansing some of the more interesting
Vice Admiralty court cases Their papers were presented to the society and published in
their collections. While preliminary and antiquarian tn thetr precccupation wath
classification and description, they would remained the only scholarly examination of
privateering for the next sixty years ©

tn the 1920s and 30s privateering was discovered by a host of popular and
romantic history writers, whose work stilt comprises the bulk of published material on the
subject. Typically these works blended some documentary research with local legend.
offening wath little or no attribution and adding considerable imagined dialogue. The best
known of these authors was Charles Henry Snider, a historical writer and yachtsman from
Toronto He led a wave of interest in privateering with a string of articles in Canadian
Magazine folfowed by the most often cited book on Caradian privateering, Under the
Red fack (1928) His book is an anecdotal ship-by-ship look at the War of 1812 which
emphasises the plucky heroism and patriotic motives of hopourable privateer captains.

Well researched through Vice Admiralty court records, Snider gives a good picture of the

5G E_E. Nichols. "Notes on Nova Scotian Privateers”, Collectiops of the Nova Scotia
Histonical Society. Vol. XIHI (1908), pp. 111-152; George Mullane, "The Privateers of

Nova Scotia, 1750-1783", Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, Vol. XX,
£1925), pp. 1742



tactics and careers of captains and owners  Writing in much the same stvle, although
with less research and more license. was another Toronto water, Joseph Schult ©

Two Nova Scotian authors. Archibald MacMechan and Thomas Raddali, atso

contributed to popular heroic scholarship of privateers .n the same vein as Smider  Tuey
offer more observations of interest to socia! historians, although hike Snider, seldom cite
sources. MacMechan wrote about privateering in There Go the Ships in 1928, and tweo
small books on privateering. The Log of a Halifax Privateer (1930) and Nova Scotia
Privateers (1930). While concentrating on daring captains tn the "wooden ships and itop
men” tradition, MacMechan did offer some useful obsetrvations on hiving conditions and
discipline. Thomas Raddalt wrote two non fiction privateering books, The Saga of the
Rover, (1935) and Rover: The Story of a2 Canadian Povateer (1958), and a novel based
on privateering research, Pride’s Fancy {1946) Privateering supplied him with dramatic
heroes, but his work also contains perceptive observations of the people who joined
privateer crews and the ecopomic factors that attracted them ’

The popular romantic interpretation of privateers rematns deeply wngrained and
continues to crop up in recent publications such as John Leefe's The Atlantic Privateers
(1978), a small book for schools in the tradition of Thomas Raddall Romantic distortion
was raised to heights Snider could never have conceived in the book Baadits and
Prvateers. Canada in the Age of Gunpowder (1988), by Edward Butts and Harold
Horwood. They cast privateers as noble outlaws and good-guy pirates, where even cabin

SC H. Snider, "Perkins Privateers,” Canadian Magazine, Vol. 70, No 4(1928),p 10-1 1,
"Nova Sccmans on the Spamsh Mam Cm&nnﬁimmm Vot 70, No 3 (Nov 1928),
p. 5-T, o o o Ms - . .

{London: Mamn Hopkmsen&(‘o 1928) .!osepb Schuil, "The B!ack Joke". Weekend
Magazine Vol. 8, No. 30(1958)

T Archibald MacMechan, The Log of a Halifax Privateer. 1920; Nova Scotia Privateers.
(Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1930), There Go the Ships. (Toronto' McClelland and
Stewart, 1928), pp. 57-100; Thomas Raddall, The Rover. The Story of a Capadian
Privateer (Toronto: Macmillan, 1958). Pode’s Fancy, (Garden City, New York
Doubleday, 1946).




boys made £1000  Butts and Horwood give privateering singled-handed credit for
winning the War of 1812, "Privateers, mainly those sailing out of Nova Scotia, were the
peincipal line of defence that prevented Upper and Lower Canada. New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia from becoming American territories "5

it would be easy to dismiss these claims as sensational pop history, but this acute
romanticism has left its mark on serous scholars  One example is an article on
privateering in the teftist scholarly magazine New Maritimes. in 1990, which, once again
restated Snider’s stories of bold underdog captains and mixed them with the dubious
Butts-Horwaood claims of winning the War of 18127

A more significant effect of the romanticism surrounding privateers has been to
discourage any serious inquiry. The tendency has been, given the exaggerated glories of
privateering, to dismiss it completely as an insignificant side-show of ro economic, social
or military importance. [In this sense, privateering received passing, but sadly inadequate
commentary, in two important studies of Nova Scotian society David Sutherland, ina
study of the mercham classes of Halifax dismissed privateering as unprofitable and
irrelevant  Elizabeth Mancke, in a comparison between the society of Liverpool, Nova
Scotia, and Machias, Maine, also dismissed privateering as insignificamt and
unsuccessful 1 Both writers, unfortunately, make these claims with little examination of

the large body of Vice Admuralty evidence to the contrary Based largely on a cursory

®John Leefe. The Atlantic Privateers: Fheir Story 1749-1815 (Halifax: Petheric Press,
1978). Horwood, Harold and Ed Butts, Baodits and Privateers, (Toronto: Doubleday
Canada, 1987), p. 4. pp. 72-73. Horwood and Buits seem unaware of the existence of
the Royal Navy.

“Gail MacMillan, “Duck Hunting with a Brass Band: New Brunswick's Nineteenth
Century Privateers”, New Maritimes (Sept/Oct 1990), pp.16-18.

1David A Sutheriand, “The Merchants of Halifax, 1815-1850: A Commercial Class in
Pursuit of Metropolitan Status”, (PhD Diss. University of Toronte, 1975), pp. 173-176;
Elizabeth Mancke. "Two Pattemns of New England Transformation: Machias Maine and
Liverpool Nova Scotia”. 1760-1820 (PhD diss John Hopkins University, Baltimore
Maryland, 1989).



fook at an incomplete prize registry. Sutherland suggests privateer and navy captures had
negligible economic impact on Halifax Maacke holds that Liverpool withdrew from the
American Revolution into passivity. overlooking the capture of over 20 prizes by
Liverpoel privateers in an aggressive burst of privateering near the end of the war

This dismissal of privateering in these two studies was reflected m contoibutors to
the recent survey book The Atlantic Regiop to Confederation } M Bumsted saw
privateers as mere “thugs and gangsters” of the American Revolution!! where erews
took all the risks but saw none of the profits. while David Sutherland restated hus view of
War of 1812 privateering as a self-serving extraction of profits that played no significant
role in the war 12

So far the only explozation of the large amount of Vice Admiralty recards on

privateering has been two unpublished theses. James Henry Ross made a survey of Nova
Scotian Revolutionary privateering in a 1957. He suggested that substantial privateering
from Nova Scotia at the end of the war made up for the losses to American privateers but
at the cost of imitating the aggressive and ilfegal behaviour of New England piivateers
Faye Kert's 1986 MA thesis "The Fortunes of War- Privateer ‘ng in Atlantic Canada in the
War of 1812, was a far more detailed and scholarly examination of privateering based on
systematic use of Vice Admiralty documents Kert argued that the picture painted by
Snider was romantic in tone but accurate in fact. Focusing mainly on the legal and
business side, with a mostly chronological approach, she found that privateenng was

commercially lucrative, strategically useful and socially respectable 1’ These two studies

13 M. Bumsted, "Resettlement and Rebetlion”, The Atlantic Region to Confederation.
Ed: ) Reid and P. Buckner, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994), p 17}
2pavid Sutherland, "War and Peace”, The Asfantic Region to Copfederation, 237-238

James Henry Ross "Privateering in Nova Scotia During the American Revolutionary
War 1775-1783", (B.A. Honours Thesis, Mount Allision University, 1957), Faye Kert,
"The Fortunes of War: Privateering in Atlantic Canada in the War of 1812" (unpublished
M A Thests, Carleton University, 1986).



are useful summaries, but they are primarily descriptive and narrative, offering little
anatysis and not linking privateering to broader economic changes in trade or exploring
any social dimensions to privateenng Kert has now shifted her work to explore the
business links between privateering and navy prize captures in, as yet, uncompleted
doctoral work for the University of Leiden.

Other aspects of the Canadian maritime « .pertence have, in recent years been
explored in new directions. The old captain and technology centred nterpretation of
nineteenth century shipping, best persosified by Frederick William Wallace. have been
revisited by authors such as Judith Fingard, Eric Sager and in collections such as lack Tar
in History H These studies have considered fabour issues at sea, links between seafarer
and their home commumnities. as well as the role of women and ethnic groups at sea.
Privateeriny has not been constderet from any of these viewpotnts in Canada, afthough
Kert makes 2 some interesting suggestions in these directions with her conclusion that
aside from the profit seeking motivation, privateering was socially respectable and
closely linked to family tradition.

Privateening in Canadian waters has only been given serious scholarly attention
when it has involved Ainerican privateer raids against British settlements This subject has
been well studied  Olaf Jansen documented the seriors damage to the Newfoundland
fishery by American privateers American privateering against Nova Scotia during the
Amencan Revolution was considered by John Brebner in The Neutral Yankees of Nova
Scotia ¢ 1937) who used it 1o link the expertence of Planters and Acadians : ad enforce a
simifar pattern of passtve neutrality in the two cultures  John Faibisy explored this aspect

in more detail with his thesis “Privateering and Piracy: The Effect of New England

' tudith Fingard. Jack in Port: Sailortowns of Eastern Canada ( Toronto: University of

Toronto Press, 1982), Eric Sager. Seafaring Labour The Merchant Marine of Atlantic
Canada 1820-1914 (Kingston & Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1989); Colin

Howell and Richard Twomey. lack Tar in History: Essays in the History of Maritime Life
and Labour, {Fredricton, N.B: Acadiensis Press, 1991.)



Raiding Upon Nova Scotia During the American Revohution™ (1972) Mapping out a
detatled list of captured Nova Scotiae vessels and exploring the social and political
impact of these attacks, e maintained that random and unregulated privateer raids turned
sympathetic Nova Scotians against the revolution. While privateering by Nova Scotians
is not the subject of either study, the almost complete fack of any reference, would lead
anyone to assume that Nova Scotian mariners spent the war as passive victims '

There have been some exceptions to the general dismissal of privateering, notably
passing references in large economic studies. Harold Innis noted the relationship between
privateering and the crisis the fishery experienced in the late 1790s '€ Julian Gwyn's
economic studtes of Nova Scotia have suggested privateering and prizetaking, while
subordinate to army and navy spending, had significant impacts requiring further study,
especially on the development of the shipping industry 7

In contrast to the lack of work on privateering from British North Ameerican
colonies. French privateenng has been somewhat better served by published scholars
French privateering from Port Royal has been well studied and published by Don Chard
who saw it as formidable enough to provoke New England’s invasion of Acadia The
important rofe of privateering at Lowsbourg received considerable recognition in studies
of the history of the fortress starting with }. S McLennan's Louisbourg. From its
Foundations to its Fall. He noted the importance of privateering 1o Loutsbourg's

I3 Otaf Janzen, “The Royal Navy and the Defence of Newfoundiand During the American
Revolution”, Acadiensis, Vol. 14, No. | (1984}, pp. 28-48, John Brebner, The Neutral
Yankees of Nova Scotia, (New York: Columbia University Press, 1937), John Faibisy,
“Privatecring aed Piracy: The Effect of New England Raiding Upon Nova Scotia During
the American Revolution, 1775-1783", (Ph.D. Thesis Univer: ty of Massachusetts,

1972 ). “Yankee Raiders and the Republican Incursion Into Nova Scotia, 1776-1777",
The Log of the Mystic Seaport, Vol. 20, No.3 {October 1977), pp. 82-90.

15Harold Innis, The Cod Fisheries, (Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1940), pp. 23?.233

17Julian Gwyn, "Economic Fluctuations in Wartime Nova Scotia, 1755 -1815 "
MWWW_BQ& ed
Margaret Conrad. (Frederivion, NB: Acadiensis Press, 1991}, pp 83-83, 87
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offensive capacity He also found unexpected notions of duty and service in privateers
and the greedy pursuit of prize money in navy officers which taken together, blur
somewhat the chasm usually assumed to exist between the two careers. This picture was
further developed A. }. B. Johnston in The Summer of 1744: A Porirait of Life io 18th
Century Louisbourg. who highlighted the importance of the see-saw privateening
campaign against New England as well as the high level of encouragement and direct
investment by Louisbourg's ofiiciats ¥

Internationally. the historiography of privateering evolved along similar lines as
the Canadian literature but has recently progressed well beyond the romantic, popular
stage to offer a solid body of published scholarship on British, French and American
privateering. Privateering was generally dismissed by naval historians of the nineteenth
century. Horiato Nelson's quote, "The conduct of privateers is as far as I have seen, so
near piracy that § only wonder any civilised nation can allow them."!? and the work of
Royal Navy officer turned novelist, Frederick Marryat, expressed the navy vision of
privateers as ruthless destructive pirates in his novel The Privateersman in 1846

British naval historians such as Commodore C.N. Robinson and W. Laird

Clowes?® added weight to this interpretation. Late nineteenth century American naval
historians and boosters such as Theadore Roosevelt and Alfred Thayer Mahan?!had a

I8 Chard, Don. “The Impact of French Privateering on New England, 1689-1713°,
American Neptuge, Vol 35 (July 1975), p.153-165; J. §. McLennan, Louisbourg: From
its Foundations to its Fall (Sydney: Fortress Press, 1969), p. 109, 118-119, 121, 304, 307-
308 A J. B Johnston, The Summer of 1744: A Portrait of Life ip 18th Century
Louisbourg, (Ottawa: Parks Canada, 1983), pp. 33-40, 49-51, 84-85.
E P Statham, Enxamaniﬁnmm(mmon Hutchinson, 1910}, p. 11.
2Charles Napier Robinson.
mmsg_ﬁﬂhe}.mmm {London: George Bell& Son& 18960; William Liard Clowes,

A 3 ent, 7 vols. (London:

e Pros

Sampsen Low Marston & Co, 1901).

21Theodore Roosevelt, The Naval War of 1812, 1882.; Alfred Thayer Maban, The
Influence of Seapower Upon History, (New York: Hill & Way,1967) and The Iofluence
of Seapower Upon the French Revolution and Empire, (London: St. Clair Shores, 1970).
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skghtly tougher case to make, given the heavy American involvement in privateering in
the American Revolution and War of 1812 While acknowledging the huge toll of enemy
shipping destroyed by privateers, they claimed privateering nusused resources that shondd
have been committed to building a big ship navv

Their comments were in some ways justified, as privateering had little place tn the
big fleet actions so beloved of naval historians and there were no shortage of privateening
rogues. However these naval writers all had vested interests in condemning privateering
Mahan and Roosevelt were not just historians, but actively promoting enormous
expansion of the late nineteenth century American navy. and were anxious to dismiss any
low-cost alternatives.

In reaction to the promotion of privateering as a dark and worthless enterprises,
there arose a generation of romantic patriotic writers on both sides of the Atlantic "I
commence my plea, soliciting public approbation in favour of privateersmen,"22
wrote George Coggershall in the introduction of his History of the American Privateers
and Letters of Margue  American writers that followed included Edgar Maciay and
Howard Chapin . In the United Kingdom. E P. Statham and Charles Kendall wrote under
the romantic populist banner. They all chronicled the danng and courageous careers of
privateer captains. "Rich mainly in narrative, often rather breathless, hagrographic and

23 is how the historian John S. Bromley characterised the popular romantic

bewildering,
approach. While entertaining, these writi 1gs were marked, especially by earlier writers,
with jingoistic exaggeration, and generally tended to see privatcering as an isolated
collection of sea stories.

Internationally, it was from Bromley that privateering received its first serious

scholarly attention. He wrote a ground-breaking series of articles that explored many

2George Coggershall, History ¢
York: Putnam, 1861), p. xliii.
Byohn S. Bromley Corsairs and Navies 1660-1760 (Mambleton Press, 1987), p. 220
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untouched aspects of privateering. He took a wide variety of approaches: a class-based
study of Caribbean privateers, business studies of privateer and naval agents, strategic
military studies and biographical treatments. Unfortunately Bromley's work remained
fragmented in anticles and was never integrated in a single work?*

Marcus Rediker's Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea was probably the first
book to integrate the privateering experience in relation to other forms of marine
employment. Rediker found privateering was in the middle of a spectrum of nautical
work ranging from the extremes of meagre pay, brutal discipline in the navy and merchant
service to the equitable sharing of remarkably democratic pirate ships. Compared to
merchant ships, privateering offered better food, easter duties and a rare chance to
receive a share of the ship's earnings. However, compared to the freewheeling society of
pirates, privateers were subject to harsh discipline from tyrannical captains and a very
inequitable share of earnings 2° Rediker has been criticised for ignoring the viewpoint of
officers and neglecting the ties of recruitment, patronage and regtonal interest that
sometimes bound crews and officers in common interest,?® but his work is stil: the best
existing integration of the privateering expenence into the social and economic reality of
the eighteenth century.

Privateering has most recently received serious and comprehensive attention from
business and military scholars such as David Starkey in Britatn and Casl Swanson in the
United States and the work of Patrick Crowhurst on French privateers. They have
developed tools such as crew/tonnage ratios to measure and classify privateer ships and

their profitability. Starkey and Crowhurst have tapped the rich potential of the detailed

Bromley never united his work in a book. Not until after his death were his articles
compiled in Corsairs and Navies.

25Marcus Rediker. Between the Devil and the Decp Blue Sea (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1987).

2Critics include: J.D. Davies, Gentlemen and Tarpaulins, (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1991), p. 68, 89n; NAM Rodger, The Wooden World, (London: Collins, 1986).
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records of prize courts to explore the business side to privateering. Peparting from the
discourse of greed versus patriotism, Crowhurst sees French privateening as a product of
economic necessity, as French merchants, deprved of overseas trade wrned to raiding in
compensation. However the social upheavals of the French Revolution had severely
weakened the experience nctworks of privateer investors from past wars 27

Starkey found that while privateering had kimited effects an the whole of the
British economty, it had significant effects on trade at certain critical junctures, performing
a sort of counter-cyclical effect, alleviating the depression brought en by wartime
disruption of trade and stimulating otherwise idle resources such as ships and seamen
Far from being an isolated activity of unsavoury elements, privateering was a fully
integrated and complementary part of the shipping industry. It also performed valuable,
yet hard-to-measure contributions to the overall war effort. British privateers in fact took
almost as many enemy ships as the pavy in the eighteenth century  The very broad scale
of Starkey's work, involving almost 7000 privateer vessels. gives it a very "macro” focus,
despite the sprinkling of personal quotations 2%

Swanson's study of American colonial privateering also has a broad canvas,
tavolving over 800 captures. Like Starkey he found privateering involved the most
prominent merchants and officials of the normal shipping world. However, he also found
privateering had important political significance in colonial America, with the prospects
of privatecring being a driving factor in the clamour for war with Spain. Swanson was
also forced by the lack of Admiralty records, to develop a newspaper database of
privateer activities. His focus is primarily on cargoes and ships, not people and much of

his work revolves sround on-geing debates on macro economic debates over

2Tpgteick Crowhurst, The French War on Trade: Privateering 1793-1805 (Aldershot,
Eng!and Scolar?ress, 1989)

28David Starkey.

ate : ry (Exeter Great
Britain: University of Exeter Press, 1990)
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mercantiism. Only incidental information, on matters such as recruitment and wage data,
is offered to interest a social historian 2%

To sum up the thrust and neglect of current privateer schoiarship which this thesis
seeks to build upon, Canadian privateering historiography remains dominated by popular
and romantic histories. Published scholarship has either ignored privateering or
concentrated on enemy privateers in Nova Scaotia waters. A small amount of unpublished
work or has been limited to fegal and economic studies of the American Revolution and
War of 1812 Internationalty there exists a recently growing body of economic and
military studies on privateering, but cutside of the pioneering work of Bromiey and
Rediker, little consideration of its social dimension.

This thests will seek to apply the tools and findings that have emerged from
Starkey and Swanson's studies of privateenng such as their classification of privateer
types and the refationship between privatecring merchant trade and the navy. As well, it
utilises some of the new perspectives demonstrated in Jack Tar in History to add a social
dimension to privateering, focusing on the relationship between individuals and
communities. As opposed to the large scale used by Swanson and Starkey, this study
Iwmits itself to a shorter period of time to study people, their sheps and commusities tn
detail

Two closely related questions are posed: why were individuals and commumties
drawn to privateering in Nova Scotia from 1793 to 1805 and what effect did it have on
them? In answering the first part of this question, | hope to move beyond the greed
versus patriotism debate, which | find unproductive as it is based on simplistic stereotypes
that add little understanding of the economic and military considerations of the eighteenth

century. It will be necessary to consider military and economic events that shaped

29C8Il E. Swanson, Preds g > 8
{Columbia: Univessity of South Camhna P!ess 199!)
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privateering in this period to seck an answer. In answering the second part, the effect of
privateering, it will be necessary to identify who were privateers, as the consequences of
privatecring cannot be measured by merely charting the careers of captains. a weakness in
the bulk of previcus historiography. 1 will consider both the effect of privateering on the

individuals who participated. and on their communities.
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Chapter Two - The Rise ang Fal! of Privateering in the Canbbean

This chapter explores the rise and fall of privateering based from Nova Scotia in
the wars with France and Spain from 1793 to 1805. The mputs, number of ships
commissioned, and outputs, the number and outcomes of captures, provide an overall
measure ", while the correspondence of the Governor John Wentworth and the diary of
Simeon Perkins show the decision making behind the ventures. From thus analysis,
privateering clearly emerges as a response to a crisis in trade. This evolution showed
distinct phases from year 10 year as privateering and trade in the West Indies tended to a
vearly cycle with cruises ending in the spring and owners pausing during hurricane season

to ponder results and weivh further investment 3

Prelude to Privateering: 1793-1795

On the evening of April 12, 1793, the mail ship (Jreerr Charlotte arrived in
Halifax with startling news that soon spread afl over town: war with France had been
declared in February. The next day, the Lieutenant Governor made it official in a

proclamation of war. Almost half of the proclamation was an invitation to privateers.

His Majesty Subjects having this Notice may take care on the one
hand, to prevent any Mischief which otherwise they might suffer from the
French and on the other, may do their utmost in their several stations to

¥David Starkey has established this output-input made! as & way of meamnng the broad
scale of privateering activity in British Privates i

{Exeter Great Britain: University of Exeter Press, 1990) p. 15

31} etters to Richard Uniacke, Bartlet Bradford May 16, 28, 1799, Diary of Simeon
Perkins. Vol. V, p. 463.
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distress and Annoy them by making Capture of their Ships, and by

destroying their Commerce, for which purpose his Majesty has heen

pleased to order Letters of Marque or Commissions of privateers to be
granted in the usual manner >

The “usual manner” that Wentworth referred to was well understood by Nova
Scotian mariners whatever their “stations”. Privateering based in Nova Scotia had a fong
history. French privateers had played important roles in the attack, defence and supply of
Port Royal and Louisbourg. Halifex had fielded 18 privateers in the Seven Years War.
During the American Revolution, Halifax issued 77 letters of marque **

Privateering had evolved by 1793 an elaborate legal system to regulate its
activities and distribute its proceeds. A group of interested merchants posted a bond of
£1500, pledging themselves worth that amount should there be any violation of the King's
instructions angd regulations for private ships of war. That bond obtained a commission
from the Governor to operate g private warship along with a warran for the Court of
Vice Admiralty to issue a Letter of Marque and Reprisal. The Letter of Marque
authorized the privateer to bring captured vessels, called prizes, to Vice Admiralty’s Prize
Court for adjudication. The Vice Admiralty Judge would rule whether the capture was
legal. This decision was based on affidavits of the privateer crew, captured documents
and the interrogation of captured mariners, who answered a fong detailed list of questions
about their vessel and cargo called “the standing interrogatories”. I the capture was

judged legal, the vessel and its cargo were “condemned”, that is ordered to be auctioned.

32public Archives of Nova Scotia, RG 1 Vol 171 p. 26. This notice can alse be found in
the Royal Gazette for several weeks following.
33For French privateering see Don Chard, "The Impact of French Privateeting on New
England, 1689-1713", American Neptune, Vol. 35 (July 1975), p.153-165.1. §.
McLennan, Louishourg: From its Foundations to its Fall (Sydney: Fortress Press, 1969),
p.109, 118-119, 121, 304, 307-308. For the Seven Years War and the American
Revolution, see G. E. E. Nichols, “Notes on Nova Scotian Privateers”, Collections of the
Nova Scotia Historical Society, Vol. Xilt (1908), pp. 111-152; James Hensy Ross.
“Privateering in Nova Scotia During the American Revolutiorary War 1775-1783" (B A.
Honours Thesis, Mount Allision University, 1957).



I8

Once the court and administrative fees were deducted, the privateer owners, officers and
crew were free to divide the remainder according to theic own agreement. Royal Navy
crews were also entitled to a share in their captures and used the same court system.
The capture, judgement, sale, resale and distribution of captured ships by both privateers
and the navy created a sort of industry, sometimes called "prizemaking” that involving
many players in Nova Scotian society.

However, despite his announcement, the authority for Wentworth to issue
Letters of Marque, was not forthcoming. On June 21, 1793, Weatworth wrote the first
of many letters to the Secretary of State for War and the Colontes complaining that he
had not been authorized to issue warrants for Leiters of Marque. Not until 1803 would
this suthority be granted to Wentworth. The reasons for the delay are unclesr, as
Wentworth was always told the authority was on the way but had been "omitted in the
pressure of greater concerns *™ There are several possible explanations. In the first year
of the war many of the Vice Admiralty Courts in the West Indies issued [arge numbers of
Letters of Marque and approved many captures, by both privateers and navy ships, with
little scrutiny.  Eventually, in 1801, the Admiralty closed most of the West Indies courts
in a major reform of the prize court system, but in the short term, the Admiralty may have
been trying to limit abuse by limiting the numbers of privateering Hicenses issued. > As
well, accusations of incompetence and infirmity aimed at the 77 year-ofd Judge of the

Halifax Vice Admiralty Court, Richard Bulkeley, combined with the uncertainty about his

Hwentworth to King June 21, 1793, PRO COZ17 Vol 36, p.180. PANS Mfin 13853;
Wentworth to Portland Qct. 28, 1796 PRO CQO 217 Vol. 67 p.191. PANS Mfin 13865.
3The abuses of ship seizures early in the war is described by Joseph Fewster, “The Jay
Treaty and British Ship Setzures: The Martinique Cases®, William and Mary Quarteriy,
Vol. 45, No. 13 (1988) p. 427 It is worth noting however that questionable seizures by
the Royal Navy under the wide open authority of Orders in Council of Nov. 1793 were as
much an embarassment as those of privateers.

Vice Admiraity Court reform is described by Arthur J Store. "The Admiralty
Caurt in Colonial Nova Scotia”, Dathousie Review, Vol. 17, No. 2 (Fall 1994), p. 391.
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successor; and the criticism of the management of Halifax's defences by Wentworth
himself’S_ may also have fuelled doubts about giving this authority to Hafifax

Wentworth clearly felt deprived of an important tool of war, especially since the
Royal Navy redeployed almost alt of the Halifax squadron to the Caribbean, leaving the
small 28-gun frigate Hrssar as the only major ship on station 7 "I wish to God, { had an
armed Schooner,” he wrote to London, “Instructions have been sent to the Judge of
Admiralty, for granting Letters of Marque, but no letter or commission to me to issue the
commissions, which makes the instructions useless - and we have now two homeward
bound ships for which Letters of Marque Solicited"*$

These two ships, the Rasheigh and the Britanmnia, were both large merchant ships
heading for England with mail, passengers and cargo. Not intending to cruise for enemy
ships, they wished Letters of Marque to take advantage of any easy capture that might
come their way as well as to provide an incentive for crews to put up a determined
resistance if attacked, in the hope of prize money. Wentworth offered a temporary

solution, a2 commission in lieu of a letter of marque:

This is to certify that Thomas Melvill master of the ship Britaania
burthen 301 tons bound for England did apply to me for a warrant to the
Judge of the Vice Admiraity Court of this province to issue hitn a Letter
of Marque and Reprisat against the French which I would have granted,
but that the austhority to me from the Lords Commissieners of the
Admiralty for that purpose has not yet amrived. In the meantime | have
assured the said Thomas Melvill in Conformity to His Majesty's Pleasure
Signified to me by the Right Honourable Henry Dundas one of His
Majesty's principal Secretaries of State that His Majesty will consider him

6gee Stone, "Admiralty Court® p. 389 on Bulkeley's final years The attack on
Wentworth's defence prepacation is described by Brian Cuthbertson, The Loyalist
Governor: Biogmphy of John Wentworth, (Halifax, Petheric Press, 1983), p. 67
37paul Webb. “British Squadrons in North American Waters", The Northern Mariner.
Vol. 5, No. 2 (April 1995), p. 32.

Bwemworth to King June 21, 1793 PRO CO217 Vol. 36, p 179, PANS Mfim 13853
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as having a just claim to the Kings share of all French ships and property

which he may make prize of 3

Wentworth was well within his authority to tssue these "commissions in leu” as
they came to be called, Governors were given considerable discretion when it came to
defensive measures in wartime, especially those that did not cost the treasury  The two
“commissions in licu” had the same effect in the Halifax Court of Vice Admiralty as a
Eetter of Marque although they made fess of a impression at sea and or at courts outside
of Nova Scotia  These commissions were, however, to serve Nova Scotia privateers until
1803 and successfully withstood a legal challenge by the sceptical Royal Navy ¥

The commissions granted to the Britarma and Ravheigh in 1793 were the first of
about thirty commissions to armed trading ships granted in Halifax during the wars with
France and Spain. (See appendix A} These were not privateers in the strict sense as their
primary purpose was to make merchant voyages with cargo from one port to another and
they conststently advertised in Halifax papers as such. They are easily distinguished from
privateer vessels by their refatively small crews, compared to tonnage *! Making voyages
to stated destinations, paying crews by wages and not by share, they operated in a

different way from privateer ships. Very few of these armed traders brought prizes to

¥Governor's Commission July 10, 1793, PANS RG 1 Vol 171, p. 48, PANS Mfm
15282

#west indies Governors in the American Revolution with less authority than Wentworth
commissioned privateers and the Royal Navy was ordered not to interfere. A G.
Jamieson, "Admiral James Young and the Pirateers’ *, Mariner's Mitror, Vol. 65, Ne. 1,
(1979), p. 74. Similarly, when a Navy captain of the frigate HMY Brunswick seized a
prize from the Nefson, a Shelbume privateer brigantine, in 1799, London backed up
Wentworth's commission and ordered the prize released. Portland to Wentworth Jan 20,
1800, PRO CO217 Vol. 73, pp 21-23, PANS Mfm 13867

+IDavid Starkey has established a ratio of 2.5 men per ton as sn approximate cut-off
between deep water privateers and armed traders. David Starkey, British Privateering
Enterprize in the Eighteenth Century (Exeter Great Britain: University of Exeter Press,
1990). p. 38-42_ In the early nineteenth century armed traders were commonly called
“Letter of Marque Ships® to distinguish them from privateers, but as this term is easily
confused, I have opted for Starkey's term “Armed Trader”.
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Halifax, aithough they may have taken prizes to be condenined at other conventent British
ports. In fact armed traders commissioned tn other British ports, mainlv L ondon but also
Saint Johr, New Brunswick, and the Channel Islands, also used Halifax axs a convenient
port to have their prizes judged

While privateer ships took far more prizes. armed trading ships are an important
constderation in privateening as there was a close relationship between the two  Anmed
trading ships were sometimes a transition phase between merchant and privateer service
Privateer vessels were often converted to amed trading ships and one armed trading ship.
the Mymph, became a privateer ship. Privateer officers and crews often moved to armed
trading ships when privateering waned.

While merchant ships armed themselves, Wentworth rematined concerned about
inadequate naval protection of Nova Scotian waters. When the solitarv navy frigate was
away, he feared a single large French privateer could enter Halifax and destroy the
dockvard #2 Eventually Wentworth received permission to purchase and outfit a
provincial warship. The Farf of Moira went into service in February 1794 and patrolled
Nova Scotian waters until 1802, At 135 tons, she was fast and shallow draughtad
enough to chase French privateers. As a vessel of the provincial marine, she was distinct
from the Royal Navy, manned by soldiers of the Royal Nova Scotia Regiment and
commisstoned with the same certificate used for armed merchant trading ships and

privateers 13

+2wentworth to Dundas, July 23, 1793, PROCO 217 Vol 64 The Halifax station
appears to have later received more about the turn of the century, but {ittfe history has
been written about North American squadrons in this time period  The sumber of paval
ships varied widely depending on season and the operations of large squadrons that
wonld briefly stop in Halifax.

BEarl of Moira's Commission, April 14 1794, PANS Vol 172 p 90, Mfim 15282

Nova Scotia had a well established provincial marine tradition dating to the 1750s,
outiftting provincial warships when the Royal Navy station was inadequate. Onre of the
early provincial marine commanders, Silvanus Cobb, was a founder of the town of
Liverpool. See: W AB. Douglas, "The Sea Militia of Nova Scotia”, Canadian Historical
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Druring the first three vears of the war, there were no privateers commissioned
from Nova Scotia  This may have heen partially due to Wentworth's lack of Letter of
Marque authority, but this would prove no barrier to privateering later in the war. The
Halifax merchant William Forsyth and the Liverpool merchant Simeon Perkins*? indicate
little interest in privateering in this period, but show great interest in the growth of the
West Indies trade, which continued in this initial period of the conflict with only modest
disruption Deprived of Canbbean bases by British occupation of all the French istands m
the Caribbean atong with the slave rebellion in Saint Domingo, a relatively small number
of French privateers found precarious bases only in the United States ¥ While this raised
the alarming, but short-lived. prospect of a Franco-American alliance, these privateers
proved more of 2 nutsance than a threat to Nova Scotia, although they inflicted
considerable damage on the trad- £ New Brunswick. There was a brief panic in the fall
of 1793 when a French fleet accompanied by privateers put into Boston harbour, but it
was soon cnippled by mutiny and returped to France in 1794 without venturing near Nova
Scotta The militia was mustered and rearmed and artillery batteries were hurriedly
constructed during this invasion alarm, but few ships were anmed and no privateers
commissioned  Even che land-based defences were stood down by November of 1794

Nova Scotia was emjoying the fruits of 2 growing West Indies trade. The United
States was forbidden to trade with the British West Indies following the American

Revolution This led to a growing and lucrative trade ** Nova Scotian vessels carried

Review, Vol 47 No L (1966), pp. 22-37 and J C_ Armnell, "The Armed Vessels of the
Nova Scotia Government in the Late Eighteenth Century”, Mariner's Mimmor, Vol. 55,
No 2.(1969). pp 195-208.

44Wiliiam Forsyth Letterbooks PANS MG 3 Vol. 150 Diary of Simeon Perkins 1790-
1803, Vols ll, IV (Toronto- Champlatn Society).

+SMelvin Jackson, Privateers in Charlestown 1763-1796, (Washington DC: Smithsonian
Institute Press, 1969). p. 20 American policy on French privateering wavered and
varied Eventually only Charleston remained open for their operations.

45British West Indies islands managed to continue their trade with Americans either
through smuggling or by emergency decrees but the restricticns on American trade
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fish and lumber south and returned with salt, to make more fish. and more importantly
cocoa, sugar, molasses and rum. ali commoditie, that could be profitably re-exported or
traded for American goods. Halifax but also the communities of Shelbume and
Liverpool, Nova Scotia, eagerly pursued this business.

Larger vessels trading to the Canbbean came to be called "West Indies Men”
The Liverpoo! merchant Simeon Perkins recorded with pride the departure from his town

of the growing f'eet of these West Indies traders in 1793:

"...This has a Grand Appearance for Such a Small place as this, 4 West
Indies men to Sail in One day. These make fifteen West India men_out at
this time, Manned in a Manner, with our own people. 90 at feast. al

Perkins would, in a few vears, be recording in very stmilar fashion, the departure
of squadrons of privateers to the West Indies. However, for the first years of the war
with France, trading voyages to the West Indies continued in large numbers. The year
1794 appears to have been a boom year with Wentworth reporting to London that, “the
general commerce and navigation of the province is much improved; every vessel finds
employment, commodities a ready sale."¥® Liverpool's West Indies trade increased from
t1 vessels employed in 1793 to 17 in 1794%, the modest increase in wages and insurance
offset by the increased demand for wartime supplies. Merchants like Simeon Perkins tn
Liverpool usually did not bother to amm their trading ships to the West Indies, but instead
relied on false flags, fake papers and even fake nameplates to fool any French privateers

they might encounter.

rematned a powerful incentive for Nova Scotia exporters.

¥?perkins Digry Jan 27, 1793, 11, p. 205.

48pasedo, S. and H. Robertson, “The Nova Scotia - British West Indies Commercial
Experiment in the Aftermath of the Amenican Revolution, 1783-1802", Dathousi¢
Review, Vol. 61, No.1 (Spring, 1981), p. 58.

+These voyage numbers extracted from Perkins diary 1793-1803 and are summarized in
Volume I, p. xxxix. Customs registers from Liverpool do not appear to have survived
for this era but customs records in nearby Shelburne show a similar pattem.



24

Only one Liverpool vesse! was captured by French privateers in the first three
years fn fact, a larger disruption of Nova Scotian trade in the early years of the war
came from reckless British privateers based in the West Indies  Three Liverpool vessels
were detained by privateers from Bermuda who used as justification the fake papers
carried aboard to deceive French privateers. Most of these vessels appear to have been
refeased, although incurring some legal costs to their Liverpool owners, as measures to
deceive the enemy had tong been regarded as an accepted practice by Vice Admirslty

Courts ¥

The War at Sea Intensiftes: 1796-1797

However this prosperous state of affairs began to unravel starting in late 1795,
With the recapture of Guadeloupe, followed by other islands, the French were able to re-
establish bases in the Caribbean. Further bases became available for French privateers
when Spain, a formudable naval power, jotned France as an ally in Qctober of 1796.
Large numbers of their privateers began to take a heavy toll on the British West Indies
trade reaching serious fevels by 1797.3! The Nova Scotia Royal Gazette described the
Canbbean in early 1798, “those seas were swarming with French Privateers, which from
thetr fast sailing and drawing but kittle water elude the vigilance of our cruisers.*?2

Vessels arriving in Nova Scotia from the West Indies fell from 56 in 1793, to 46 in 1795
and down to 21 by 179753

Perkins notes appear optimistic on the outcome of the three cases. The Adamant was
released, but captured by a French privateer soon after. The (Gearge & Tracey was
refeased and armived in Halifax the next month. Jean de Chantal Kennedy, Bepmuda's
Sailors of Fortune, Hamilton: Bermudza Press, 1963, p. 45.

Stparrick Crowhurst, The French War on Trade: Privateering 1793-1805 (Aldershot,

England: Scolar Press, 1989), p. 31.

$2Nova Scotiu Royal Gazette Feb 27, 1798,
51Basedo and Robertson, "The Nova Scotia - British West Indies Commercial

Experiment”, p 62.
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Many Nova Scotian vessels were captured; five from Liverpool alone in 170734
Few naval convoys were available for escort, and when they were, convoy fees and naval
impressment added themselves to inflated wartime wages and provision costs to demolish
vayage profits. Most importantly, insurance rates for British ships more than doubled,
when insurance could be found at all. Neutral American ships immune to most of these
costs and closer to the West Indies, took over the island trade, aided by Jay's Treaty and
local concessions that reopened access to British West Indies markets.™ Liverpool's
merchant and fishing fleet collapsed. Starting from 1796, merchant and ship owner
Simeon Perkins records in his diary time after time, the entry "The voyage will be a losing
one* Liverpool merchants petitioned the Admiralty that from 60 decked vessels at the
start of the war, Liverpool was down to a single deep sea ship by 1799 3¢

In 1797, Perkins notes in his diary the appearance of armament on local vessels
for the first time. A schooner of the Shelburne merchant Robent Barry was described as
armed>’ while a Liverpool brig put on a show of defence, mounting carved weoden guns
and one short nine pounder 38

Merchants were scon petitioning Wentworth for Letters of Marque and he

resumed his demands for this authority in letters to London. Lord Portland, the Secretary

of State for War and the Colonies, promised to continue pressing the Admiralty, but in

Sperkins Diary records the capture of: The Phoebus Jan. 4, IV, p.1; The Hope and
Princess Amelia Oct. 4, IV, p.55.
SSwilliam McNutt, The Atlantic Provinces: Emergence of Colonial Society 1712-1857,
(Toronto 1965), p.114-115.

Eezk.ms.ﬂzantlune 16, 1798, IV, p.101; Jan 6, 1R800, IV, p.208, June 4, 1800, IV, p.

232; Aug. 2, 1800, IV, p. 243; Gerald S. Graham Empire of the North Atlansic: The
Madime Struggle for North America, 2nd Edition, (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1958), p. 223.

57perkins describes Barry's vessel, the schooner Fiying Fish, as both a "privatees” and
"armed schooner” but there is no record it had a commission, Letter of Merque or
captured a prize, unless it was authorized by a Vice Admiralty Court in the West Indies.
Perkins Diary fuly 22, July 24, 1797, p. 40.

S8perkins Diary May 10, 1797, p. 24.
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the meantime he further encouraged Wentworth te issues the "commissions in lieu”
instead of letters of marque *?

As trade bottomed out in 1797-1798, Halifax merchants like William Forsyth
were at least compensated by shifting their business the growing activity of the navy
dockyard and garrison 8 Not so fortunate were communities outside of Halifax.  As
trade dropped, the fishery also suffered. The increase in wartime wages and insurance
was not matched by increased fish prices. In fact prices fell, as American fishermen
moved in. Allowed by the Treaty of Paris, to set up bases to cure fish on the coast of
Nova Scotia and encoursged by bounties from the American government,5! American
fishermen made serious inroads into the fishertes of Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia fishermen
were reduced to selling their fish to Americans who could buy at low prices and safely
carry the Nova Scotia fish to West Indies mackets %2

Simeon Perkins vividly summed up this situation in a letter on May 16, 1798.

Qur West India Trade being tn a Manner Innihilated, and our
Traders meeting with repeated Losses, has drained most of the Circulating
cash out of the place, and every one appear to be too distressed to fit out
their Vessels on the Fishing . As to myself, I am scarcely in way to

Support my Family .."

"Annihilation” of trade was the word of choice in many petitions, letters and
memorials® as Liverpool and Nova Scotien merchants responded to this crisis with a
long, delayed and mostly futile campaign for bounties (i.e. subsidies) on the fishery and

for measures to exclude American competitors for West Indies markets. Another

WWentworth to Portland Sept. 29, 1799 PRO CO217 Vol. 70, p.191, PANS Mfm
13866.

%David Sutherland, “William Forsyth”, Dictionaty of Canadian Biograpy. VI,
tHarold Innis, Ihe_Co.d.E:shenﬁ. (Tomnm Ryerscm, 1940, p. 219—223 237
62william McNutt, The Atls ] : 1
(Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1965) p-115.

531nnis, Codfishery, p. 235.
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response was more dramatic. Many families began to leave Liverpool and retum to the
New England states that their parents had left a generation before. This was probably
most dramatically demonstrated for Liverpool when even the Member of the Legislature,
Benajah Coliins, decided in 1797, that he could better pursue his fortune in Salem,
Massachusetts

Gtven the gloomy circumstance in Liverpool by 1798, it makes sense that Perkins
and other Liverpool merchants would turn to privateering in this year, despite its risks
and expenses. From a high of 17 West Indies voyages in 1794, Liverpool was down to a
single voyage in 179865

Vessels Employed in the West Indies
Liverpoul Nova Scotia
18
18
14
12

wI l

1793 1704 1785 1706 1797 1788 1795 1800 1801 1802 1803
BB Merchant Vessels Privateering Vessel

Source: Diary of Simeon Perkins entries on arrivals and departures of ships

o m s O m

4perkins Diary. Sept. 29 & Sept. 30, 1797, IV, p. 54.
55These voyage numbers extracted from Perkins diary 1793-1803 and are summarized in

Vol HI, p. xxuxix. Customs registers from Liverpool do not appear to have survived for
this era but customs records in nearby Shelburne and in Halifax show a similar pattern.



‘T he First Season of Privateering: 1798

The province's first privateer ship, intended entirely for predatory cruising, put to
sea in 1798 from Liverpool, a port that would eventually account for half of Nova
Scotia's privateers, although it was one-tenth of the size of Halifax. The same group of
Liverpool merchants and ship-owners who led their port's West Indies trade, (Simeon
Perkins, Hallet Collins, Joseph Freeman, Srow Parker and Joseph Barss Snr.) turned to
privateering with vigour. A 130-ton ship. specially designed for privateering was quickly
constructed. Liverpool seamen responded equally quickly, 75 of them signing on in five
days. As Wentworth still did not have Letter of Marque authority, the owners had to be
content with a commission in lien.

The Charles Mary Weneworth made its first cruise of the Caribbean from August
to December 1798 Two substantial prizes were captured: a Spanish brigantine and an
American brig retaken from a French privateer crew. [t was an encouraging beginning
for the Liverpool privateering commusity .

The captain of one of the Halifax armed traders also began to make a name for
himself and his vessel in 1798, William Pryor, commander of the brigantine Nymph, was
a Halifax merchant and captain who had been captured and imprisoned by the French
early in the war. Released in an exchange, he was made master of the Nymph in
December of 1798 and captured a small French privateer while returning from a trading

voyage at St. Vincent.

Success: 1799

The Charles Mary Wentworth left Liverpoo! in February for its second cruise
convoying a Liverpool merchant ship, the [7crory, and accompanied by a small privateer
schooner as tender, the Ffy. This cruise ended in the spring with spectacular success.
Five prizes, worth in all an estimated £20,000, were captured. The cruise received
special note in the Halifax papers and Liverpool merchasts were soon delighting in the
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parade of big Halifax merchants arriving by the boatloads in Liverpool to bid for the
prizes as they were condemned ¢

Not surprisingly, a host of privateering ventures were soon launched in Nova
Scotia Privateering success tended to breed more privateers in a sort of chain reaction
Not only did successful captures attract attention, but they also made cheap vessels

available to other privateer investors. Consider the chain reaction of privateer ships in

1799
Privateer Chain Reaction
Charles Mary Wentworth
« 3
Captures Nastrra Serr Del Carmen Captures Caxltcled
Renameod and rerigged as Renamed and rerigged as
Duke of Kent privateer ship Nelsun privateer brigantine
i
Captures Lady Hammond
Renamed Lord Spencer privatecr

Source: Diany of Simmeon Petkins
Loyalist merchants in Shelburne raided Liverpool for a capiain, Ephraim Dean,

and a vessel, the prize schooner Caswlidad, a fast copper bottomed schooner taken from
the Spanish. Renamed the Nefsar and soon rerigged as a brigantine, the Nelson took two
prizes on its first cruise, although a suspicious (or greedy) navy captain detained one of
them because of the Nelvan's commission in lieu of letter of marque.

In Halifax, William Pryor, in the armed trader the Mymiph took another prize, the
Sally, while returning with rum from a voyage to St. Vincent. Apparently impressed by
Pryor's success and the growing privateer trade, the awners of the Nymph converted her
from an armed trader into a predatory privateer in the fall of 179957

6perkins Diary, May 11, 1799, IV, p. 164; Roya! Gazette, May 25, 1799, p.3; Peckins
Diary May 31, 1799, June 1 & 2, IV, p. 168-169. The passengers on one schoener alore
read ke a Who's Who of the Halifax merchant establishment.

$TThe Nymph's new commission on Aug 26, 1799, showed it with a crew of 90 men and
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The Liverpool privatecting operations increased steadily in size and ambition,
culminating with the departure of a squadron of three Liverpool privateers in December
of 1799, carrying over 250 men in total. Working in tandem through signals, these teams
often conducted virtual blockades of the Venezuelan coast and its principal port of La
Guaira for weeks at a time. Their operations were no longer limited to the ocean. Nova
Scotian privateers now began to attack Spanish coastal fortifications, usually batteries
and forts defending islands or bays that the privateers wished to use as bases. While not
always sticcessiul, these sorties often involved co-ordinated amphibious assaults by
beatioads of marines backed by sea bombardment. In once case the Governor of one
small istand and his garrison of gunners were taken prisoner.

Wentworth was able to boast of the success of the privateers sailing under his

name in a report, enclosed with another appeat for Letters of Marque, to London that fall.

The enclosed Journal of Proceedings of a Privateer fitted out & armed at
Liverpool in this Province proves the great enterprize and spirit of the
people & that they are useful to His Majestys Service by destroying the
Forts, Ordnance & munitions of his Enemies as well as in capturing their
property & destroying their commerce in which they have been
pasticularly active and happily successful having taken and brought in
prizes condemned to them in the Court of V. Admiralty of this province
... to the amount of forty thousand pounds Stf:rling‘68

There was a human price to pay for this success. A schooner taken early in the
year, disappeared on its way home along with its prizecrew of six Liverpoo! mariners

who were rever heard from again.  Another prize schooner was captured by rebel forces
off’ Saint Domingo. [ts crew members were eventually exchanged, but promptly pressed

newspaper accounts now refer to its voyages as “cruises” indicating an evolution from
armed trader to privateer. PANS RG 1 Vol. 172 p89. Royal Gazette May 20, 1800 p 3.
S8Wentworth to Perstland Sept. 29, 1799 PRO CO217, Vol. 70, p.188, PANS Mfn
13866.
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into the navy. At least two privateers were killed in sea battles and another ten wounded

One privateer was killed in a land attack. Two others died of sickness

The Pesk Year: 1800

Not surprisingly, the financial successes of 1799 led to an even greater
investment in privatecring and 1800 marked the pesk year of privateering in the wars with
France. Liverpool merchants bought the Francis Mary and privateer, the Nvmph in
Halifax and built another, the Rover to join the Wennverth and Duke of Kent. Halifax
sent out the Fard of Dublin, Generaf Bowyer and the Fagle, while Skelburne continued
with the NVelson.

The launch of the Rover ia Liverpool marked the peak of privateering
achievement for Liverpool. Designed and built in Liverpool, the fourteen gun brig fought
two rotable engagements, successfully attacking a French convoy of six ships and
defeating three Spanish warships of the coast of Venezuela. The Naval Chronicle, the
semi-official and widely read journal of the Royal Navy, published an account of the
Rover's adventures. The preface recognized the connection between privateering and the
trade crisis of the 1790s, as well as the remarkable nature of so much privateering from a
“little village”.

*Qur readers should be informed that the loyal Province of Nova
Scotia having suffered most severely in the early part of the war . fitted
out a aumber of privateers in order to retaliate .. ore half are owned by

the little village of Liverpool which boasts the honous of having launched
the Brig Rover the hero of our presente relation."™®

59These casulties are mostly taken from Simeon Perkin's diary, with additional detail from
letters by Joseph Freeman and Thomas Pasker, National Archives of Canada, MG 23 117
MNaval Chronicle Vol. 5 (Feb 1801), p. 176
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In all, the eight privateers of 1800 took 22 prizes. The nationality of these
captured ships was changing in a very important way --- they were almost all American.
In the first years of privateering, the privateers took mainty French and Spanish vessels.
However the fogs and letters of the privateer captains reveal how scarce the French and
Spanish ships had become. Instead the privateers encountered one American vessel after
another feaving enemy ports.”! Even a report to the French Assembly admitted that not a
single merchant ship in the Atlantic still saifed under the French flag 72 French and
Spanish colonies were increasingly turning to the ncutral Americans to camy their
cargoes. > A complicated set of, hotly debated, legal rules determined whether the cargo
was enemy or neutral property, making these cases challenging to prove.™ Howeverin
1800, most of the decisions went in favour of the privateers, with only five decistons
being reversed on appeal.

An instructive example of some of the issues involved can be seen in two cases.
The Fly, a 105 ton schooner captured by the Halifax privateer schooner, the Fagle, was
carrying French wine and brandy to New York. The owner of the vessel and cargo.
Stephen Jumel of New York, argued that as an American citizen, he had purchased the
wine with his own money before it was loaded in France and it was thus reutral cargo tn

a neutraf vesse!  The privateers suspected a purchase of convenience, especially since

TI'The logbook of the Charles Mary Wernworth, Nov 1799 - May3800, records at least
seven American vessels boarded (and released) in enemy waters but no enemy vessels
larger than !aunches. s!eops ami smaii schooners were taken Ainumaikem.b}f_&emamin

fSGOPANS MG 20 VO! 2!5 NO EQ
72 Alfred Thayer Mahan. The Infuence

Empire, (London: Sampson Low, Marston & Co 1970) P 375

john Lynch. Bousbon Spain, (Oxford: Basil, Blackwelf, 1989), pp. 369-370.

HThe British started the war declaring all trade with the enemy was subject to capture
while Americans maintained "Neutral ship, neutral cargo”™. However after Jay's treaty,
this was narrowed to a list of contraband goods or goods with clear proof of ownership
by enemy citizens. However the wide variety of deceptive measures still left many grey
areas. Depending on the level of proof required, many cases could swing either way.
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some of the captured crew seemed to think Mr. Jumel was a French citizen, merely
restding in New York. Mr. Jumel sent the coust a proof of his American citizenship, but
records and this letter by Me. Jume! discovered aboard the Flv proved the cargo was

French:

Be extremely careful to destroy our corfespondence. one single letter, this

for instance would expose vessel and cargo. We canrat too much repeat

to much bumn all our letters and everypaper that may rise a doubt of the

property not being neutrat.”

However, in most cases, privateer crews were rot so fortunate to find such a
blatantly compromising letter. Perhaps a more typical case was the Little Charlotre, a
63-ton schooner captured by the Halifax privateer schooner. Farf of Publin. The prize
was carrying sugar loaded at Havana, for Leghorn, ltaly.  The owner, Charles DeWolf:
of Bristol, Connecticut, argued that the Spanish sugar was payment for 2 debt owed him
by a Spanish merchant and was therefore neutral cargo. Faced with & fack of decisive
evidence from either side, the judge believed the privateers who argued that the sugar
was merely being transhipped through DeWolfe 1o cover up its encmy origins DeWolfe
appealed but was unsuceessful 7

While they mostly won in court, there were several losses at sea in 1800 Two
privateer vessels, the sloop Framces Mary and schooner Fagle, were captured hy the
Spanish. A third privateer, the schooner Lord Spercer, was lost to a reef near the coast
of Venezuela. Fortunately for Liverpool, there was little loss of life, all of the Spencer's
crew being rescued, and most of the captured privateersmen appear to have been released
in prisoner exchanges within a few months.7? A far greater detriment to privateering

operations was the impressment of privateer crews by Royal Navy ships. Several

TSNational Archives of Canada RG 8 IV Vol. 34 “The Fly"

"SNational Archives RG 8 IV Vol 36 “Little Charlotte®.

perkins Diary: Aug 2, 1800, IV, p.242 (Francis Mary taken), Oct. 4, 1800, IV, p.255
(Eagle taken), Loghook of the Charles Mary Wentworth, April 7, 1800.
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privateer ships ended the cruises abruptly after impressment left them short-handed and

captains refused to sail until fegal protection of their crews could be obtained.

A Legal Check: 1801

The pace of privateering sfackened in 1801, with half as many captures as the
previous year. More significantly, court cases tumed against the privateers. Half of their
captures had to be released, sometimes with costs and demages levied against the
privateer owners.

As to domestic News, they Say the OQwners of the Nymph are like to be

prossicuted for Detaining the Ship Fabius, for £5000 damages, and that

Capt. Dean will not Succeed in making prizes of the Vessels he has

brought in, as the Americans are in favour with Great Britain, and all the

Prize Causes will be determined much on their Side. No News of the

Rover. | think Privateering is Nearly at an End..’8

Perkins was correct in his belief that the courts had shifted to give Americans
trading with the enemy, the benefit of a doubt. Fear of the presidential chances of the
anti-British Thomas Jefferson in the latter stages of 18300 opened the doors to friendly
consideration of American claims.”® The many amorphous areas in trade laws made
decisions in privateering cases subject to political pressures. Appeals from the Vice
Admiralty Court went to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, a majority of whom
were privy councillors and alert to imperial diplomatic concems. A cnucial court decision
at this time, the Pofly, reversed nrevious British policy and alfowed Americans to ship
enemy cargo, providing it had been landed, and customs paid in the United States, before

reshipment to Europe. Although overtumed several years later when concern over

"Bperkins Diary July 22, 1801, IV, p. 318. The owners of the Fabius eventually settled
for £1000 in damages; Perkins Diasy Jan. 25, 1802, IV, p. 360.

"Robert Ernst, Rufus King: American Federalist, Chapel Hill, (N.C: University of North
Carolina Press, 1968), p. 243.



35

Jefferson lessened, its protection of American interest had a profound influence
throughout the empire for the next five years ¥

Whereas in 1799 Wentworth had responded to American complaints about their
captured vessels with diplomatic explanations on how the taw had to look after itself, "1
very much wish it had been in my power to have been more useful” 3! alter 1800, he
boasted of his efforts to influence the Vice Admiralty Courts "I shall continue 10
recommend the greatest caution and moderation to our Courts in this Provinee®
Wentworth ordered a written statement of ground-rules, distinguishing enemy cargoes
from neutral ones, be drawn up to placate American fears. When the Attorney General,
Richard John Uniacke, came up with a list of principles that struck Wentworth as too
severe, he had the Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court rewtite them in a watered down
fashion to suit American sensibilities. 32

One of many cases that illustrate how the courts had tumed against the privateers
was the 212-ton ship the Argres, captured by the Shelburne privateer brigantine the
Nelson. The Argus was 1aken en route to Bordeaux with a large number of French and
Spanish passengers who owned substantial parts of the cargo  Furthermore the ship's
owner, Isasc Roget, was another very recent, French born, American citizen of New
York. Despite what stouck the privateers as a promising case of enemy citizens and

property, the Attorney General, Richard John Uniacke, advised the Nelverr's owners to

80The Polly decision by Admiralty Court Judge William Scott was steadily eroded by
appeal decisions after 1804 and finally overturned completely in 1806 Henry

Bourguignton, Six William Scott, Lord Stowell, (Cambridge G B. Cambridge U Press,
1987) p. 28, 238-240.

Siwentworth to Robert Liston British Consul at Philadelphia Nov. 18, 1799, PANS RG
1 Vol 50, p 351, PANS Mfin 15238

£2wentworth to Robert Liston, Nov. 7, 1800, PANS RG | Vol 50, pp. 149-150, PANS
Mfin [5238. Sadly the two statements of principle mentioned by Wentworth do not
appear to have survived for historians to compare.
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release the Aryes rather than proceed to coust where they would probably lose and have
to pay damages The 4rgus was allowed to continue to France 8*

A even more galling reversal for the Nelson was the capture of the £liza, an 83
ton schooner While its captair, officers and owner were American, aimost alf the crew
were Spanish and French. as were the six passengers. The cargo of Cuban sugar was in
large part owned by some of the Spanish passengers or by Americans living in Cuba. The
captain and officers declared that the majority of the cargo was American owned and

claimed no documents had been destroyed. However the cook testified that:

That some Person on board of her had taken & thrown some papers out
at the Cabin Window That the deponent then saw some papers floating a
Stern and that said officer sent the Boat and two men to take up the
papers part of which they got. That when they saw the Privateer in Chase
the Captain desired the Deponent to tell the Mate to take care of the
Letters and on the Deponents delivering the Message to the Mate, the
Mate said that he had hid the papers where the Devil could not get them.

Such evidence, circumstantial, but damning, would have been decisive in 1800,
but on July 21,1801, the £/iza was released. The release was processed with a legal

document that also expressed a political assurance to American shipping interests.

Whereas Ephratm Dean Commander of the Brigantine Nelson ... upon a
supposition that the said vessel and cargo belonged to one or more of the
enemies of Great Britain the said vessel principally faden with the product
of the Spanish colonies and bound to New York and whereas upon more
particular examination respecting the sard vessel and Cargo there is some
reason to suppose the same is neutra! property and the said Ephraim Dean
and Crew of the said Nelson being desirous as far as in  her power to
avoid disrupting the Trade of Neutrals ... have agreed to give up and no
further prosecute their fibel against the said Schooner her cargo & to
permit_the said schooner to proceed upon her voyage without further
delay

%INational Archives. RG 8 IV Vol. 41 "The Argus®
®National Aschives RG 8 IV Vol 41 "Eliza™.
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This abrupt change in state policy towards privateers had occurred in previous
wars. During the Seven Years War, British privateers were encouraged and given a free
kand to seize neutral Dutch ships trading with the French. However when the Dutch
threatened war, mapy captures were reversed and privateer investors paid the price of
officiat brinkmanship 8%

Perkin's resentment at the favoured treatment given to Americans was echoed by
other imperial shipping owners. War had helped pave new roads for American trade and
made their ships an economic threat, which navy and privateer captures had helped check
A widely circulated pamphlet War ip Disguise or the Frauds of Neutral Flags expressed
this resentment of neutral, but mainly American, rade %¢

With French and Spanish cargoes seemingly carried by American ships but placed
off limits by the courts, the privateering boom as Perkins noted, was for all intents and
purposes, over. From the high of eight privateers operating in 1800, the province fel to
two by the end of the summer of 1801. Several, such as the Charles Mary Wentnwarth
and the Rover were converted to amted trading ships. in Bermuda, a similar wave of
couft reversals bankrupted several privateer owners 37 In Nova Scotia, one owner,
James Woodin of Halifax, also appears to have ako been ruined. He had purchased most
of the ownership of the Farf of Dublin from his partners and invested heavily in the new
privateer brigantine the General Bowyer. The court's reversal of one of the Farf's largest
captures produced huge repayment orders in his name by 1806 %% By then, his former

partness reported that Woodin was "in debt to them in many sums” and “absent from the

85Davig Starkey, E et eIprizes i

Great Britain: University of Exeter Press, 1990} p. 267.

86 James Stephenson. War in Disguise of the Frands of Neutral Flags. (London. C
Whittingham, 1806).

87)ean Kennedy, Frith of Bermuda: Gentleman Privateer, Hamilton, Bermuda: Bermuda
Books, 1964, pp. 84-85.

$8NA RG 8 IV Vol 32 "Berkley”.
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province and insolvent” 8% The ownership of Liverpool privateer vessels was spread
between many owners, thus mitigating the blow of court reversals and, by n large, even
when they lost cases, damages were seldom applied. [In the most serious case, the
ewners of the Fabins dropped their damage claim from £5000 to £1000.%°  Usually the
privateer owners merely had to retumn the vessel and cargo, or repay its value,

occasianally with interest.

Peace: 1802
With the big returns on privateering fading, it was to no disappointment among

privateer owners when welcome news arrived on November 21, 1801

“This evening an express arrives from Halifax from the Owners of
the Privateer Ship General Bowyer, Informing that a Pacquet was arrived
from England Iast Thursday with News of a General Peace in Europe.
Preliminaries Signed the 10th of October, and the Qwners of the General
Bowyer have ordered her directly home to Halifax "}

Calfed home from their crutsing, the privateers from Halifax, Liverpool and
Shelbume were soon disarmed and sent trading south, as merchants rushed to resume ihe
West Irdies business which rebounded, almost doubling in 1802 from its low point in

1797-98 92 Liverpool was ro exception, sending the former privateer Rover and three

other merchant ships to the West Indies

¥¥NA RG 8 IV Vol. 33 "Brutus”
Hperkins Diary Jan. 25, 1802, IV, p. 360.

*'perkins Diary Nov. 21, 1801, IV, p.346.
92Basedo. S. and H. Robertson, "The Nova Scotia - British West Indies Commercial

Expertment in the Aftermath of the Amenican Revolution, 1783-1802", Dathouste
Review, 61, 1 (Spring, 1981), p. 65.
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A Disastrous Resomption: 1803
However, the brief Peace of Amiens ended in May of 1803 and word soon

reached Nova Scotia.

News that War was declared in England the 15th of may against
France & Holland. A Sloop of war had amived at Halifax last Monday
with dispatches to that purpose, which Left England the 18 of May, at
which time Some prizes had Actually arrived. The Brig Rover is expected
to be fitted as a Privateer Immediately I am to have a Small Share . the
Voyage proggwd for the Schooner Active to the West Indtes must be

givenup .."

Once again the West Indies trade was threatened, and merchants shifted vessels
and capital from the West Indies into privatecring. Enthusiasm was lacking at first, as
Spain, whose weakly defenrded trade was the favoured prey for Nova Scotian privateers,
was not included in the war. Perkins seemed especially doubtful, but as the Rover
recruited, numours of a possible war with Spain and news of three prizes taken by the

Halifax privateer General Bowyer arrived,

“They have 36 men & boys on board The shares have beensold at 11 &
12 £ As it is now war with the Batavian Rebublick & a very Great
prospect of War with Spatn, the prospect is better than it was when we
Set out in the Business.

However despite the early success of the Geweral Bowyer from Halifax,
privateering was in for 3 crushing diseppointment. Spain rematned neutral until late
1804, but gambling on its entry into the war in 1803, the novice captain of the Rover

took three prizes of obvious neutsality. The resulting legal clatms for compensation soon
overwhelmed the owners of the Rover and embarrassed Governor Wentworth. Public

93perkins Diary June 24, 1803, 1V, p. 468.
*pesking Diasy Aug 26, 1803, IV, p. 483.



face was saved by putting the blame on the Rever's captein, Benjamin Collins, who had

his captain’s commission revoked.?*

The Last Hurrzh: 1805

Censured by the Governor and absorbed in seitling the many outstanding cases
before the Vice Admiralty Courts (some cases from 1800 dragged on until 1807)%
Liverpool's privateer owners appears to have lost most of their interest in privatesring.
Judging by the low turaout in the final cruises of the Rover,”” seamen themselves seemed
to have judged the chances of success as meagre.

Halifax merchants bought the famous Rover as an anmed merchant ship but also
showed no enthusiasm. The West Indies trade, while diminished by the war and suffering
from a new wave of French attacks in 1805, did not collapse as it had in the late 179058
American merchant ships were ro fonger inmune to French attacks. As Napoleon
tightened his continental system, they faced more and more French seizures. Sadly this
was little compensation to Liverpool where the fishery suffered new lows from American
competition.

Spain’s declaration of war in December of 1804, briefly awakened interest in

privateering. Henry Newton, a friend to several Liverpool families, wrote them from

PSWentworth to P. Bond, British Consul in Phifadelphia April 6, 1804. PRO CO 217 Vol.
A 137 p.38. PANS PANS Mfin13869.

%NA RG 8 IV The Berkley (Vol. 32) and Brutus (Vol. 33), taken by the Earl of Dublin
in 1800, were not setiled until 1807 and 1806, respectively.

97The Rover was intended to be manned by 60 men and early cruises easily attracted this
compliment. However from 1801 on, the crews fell to 45 and 36 men. PANSRG 1 vi71
p10S, v224 p136; Perkins Diary Jan 27, 1801, IV, p. 278; Aug. 26, 1803, IV, p. 483.
8West Indies voyages fell from 51 in 1803 to 38 in 1804 but this was a far cry from the
mere 21 voyages in 1797. Basedo and Robertson, “The Nova Scotia - British West
Indies Commercial Experiment”, p. 65.
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Capetown in the spring of 1308, "t hope prosperity will again shine upon you. A Spanish
War, I trust will add something ta your stores "%

Liverpool outfitted the privateer ship the /wke of Kert and once again it satled for
the Spanish Main. However the voyage was not a spectacular success. The Puke
captured two schooners and a valuable shipment of slaves However ore of the
schooners was recaptured by the Spaniards, at the cost of two Liverpool tives, and
despite certificates of protection from the Governor, a Royal Navy ship impressed three
Liverpool seamen.

Faced with, in Perkins's words, "a very moderate Cnuize™ ! and still settling
damage compensation, Liverpool's privateer owners closed their books Liverpool
seamen, no doubt eyeing the unprotected prospeet of impressment, also turned their
backs on privateering. Whatever attraction privateering might offer to a still sluggish
Nova Scotian ecornomy, completely evaporated in 1807 with an upsurge of trade in the
wake of the Embargo Acts. When the Duke of Kenr fired a gun to arnounce its return to
Liverpool Harbour in the afternoon of August the I8th, 1805, it was the last recorded
privateer to cruise from Nova Scotia until the War of 1812 Privateerning had effectively
ended in 1801 when it became almost impossible to seize enemy goods in American
vessels. The lesson was not lost on jome young privateer officers such as Enos Collins
who could see that the day when the Americans themselves became the enemy, the
prospects would become very good for the experienced community of privateers that war
had cultivated in Liverpool in the years 1798-1805 19!

*Edward Newton to Mrs. Dewolfe, May 23, 1805, Nationa! Archives MG 23 117
Wperkins to Uniacke, Aug. 21, 1805, Perkips Diaty , V, p 474

104}t is widely believed that Collins bought a small, fast ex-stave ship in 1811 in
anticipation of a coming conflict with the United States. C. H.J. Snider, Under the Red
Jack, London: Pumell and Sons, p.10-11.
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Chapter Three - The Military and Business Character of Privateering

All Gentlemen Volunteers, Seamen, and able bodied Landsmen, who wish
to acquire Riches and Honor, are invited to repair on board the Revenge,
Privateer ship of War now laying in Halifax Harbour ~192

This advenisement for privateers during the American Revolution appealed to the
twin attractions of privateering: “rickes and horour”. The mixed motivational nature of
privateering has long made it a difficult activity to understand and explore.

This chapter will explore the business and military sides to privateering: the rature
and organization of privateers in these areas, as well as their success/failure rate and
overall contribution. Privateering was a mixture of the military and the commercial
Most historiography on privateering, amateur and scholarly, has centred on a debate on
the guestion whether privateers were motivated by greed or patriotism. Were they an
embryonic navy or mere pirates who got away with it? This debate is misleading and
essentiafly sterile, reflecting natve notions of what a navy was and simplistic assumptions
about piracy. Patriotism is a limited tool in understanding war in the eighteenth century
in the same way greed s 2 simplistic way to understand business. Although, as we saw in
Chapter Two, privateering was primarily economically-driven, being mainly a response to
a crisis in trade, it used military tools and tactics and made contributions in different ways
to the British war efforts.

It is somewhat easier to explore the military, as opposed to the business side of
privateening, thanks to the way the trade was regulated. Goverament authorities sought
to regulate and control private commerce raiding with requirements declarations,

registration, mandatory cruise reports and the scrutiny of captures by the Vice Admiralty

02Nova Scotia Gazette  Jan. 12, 1779, No recruiting advertisements have been found
for privateers in the 1793-1805 era.



43

Courts.19* These records have lef a fairly detailed account of the weapons and
operations of privateers. However once & captured ship was approved, its disposal was
completely left to the privateer owners whose records, unlike the governors and courts,
were seldom preserved. However, careful reading of the government records can reveal
many insights o the business organization of privateering and in the 1793-180S era, the
Diary of Simeon Perkins is a unique resource in this respect recording the expenses,

revenues and processes of privateer owners.

MILITARY ASPECTS OF PRIVATEERING
Weapons and Tactics

This topic could also be titled: cruisers and cruising. “Cruise” refered to a trip
made in search of prizes. It was distinct from a voyage made to a specific destination for
trade. Privateer and navy ships made cruises. Merchamt ships and armed trading ships
made voyages or passages. The term “cruiser” could refer to either navy or privateer
vessel. In protests and petitions, angry neutrals often used the term "cruisers”
interchangeably to refer to both privateers and naval vessels 1?4

Cruising required a ship, and a vessel of one sort or another was the basic
weapons unit of privateering. While much scholarship on pnivateering has often

concentrated on ships to the exclusion of people, [* an examination of the vessels

103David Starkey, British Privateering Enterprize in the Eightcenth Century (Exeter
Great Britain: University of Exeter Press, 1990), p. 24-25.

104Newspaper and customs registers relied on the term "cruise” to distinguish privateers
from merchant vessels. Examples include: Royal Gazette Dec. 25, 1798 and May 20,
130 and the Shelburne Customs Register 1797-1826, Shelbume County Museum, on
loan from lan Campbell.  For the use of the use of the term "cruiser” by neutrals, sece
tetter from Thomas Fitzsimmon, Feb. 17, 1801, American State Papers. Foreign Relations
Vol 1, p. 347

195The preoceupation with the design and appearance of ships is perhaps to be expected
in the romantic approach to privateering such as C.H.J. Saider's Under the Red Jack
However even a scholarly work such as Carl Swanson's Predators and Prizes Amersican



involved is worthwhile considering how privateering was organized around ships and
ships companies. Privateers in the wars with Revolutionary France favoured targer
vessels than in other periods, such as during the American Revolution and the War of
1812, The average size was 120 tons with a crew of 75 (See Appendix A) and square-
rigged vessels were more popular than schooners. [n comparison, the War of 1812
privateer vessels, were alimost always schooners under 100 tons with correspondingly
smaller crews. Privateer vessels in this period were larger because they made longer
cruises, up to six months, to the distant Caribbean, compared to the short cruises of a few
weeks off New England in wars with the United States

Three basic types of vessels were employed by the Nova Scotian privateers. The
most common were full-rigged ships such as the Charles Mary Wennvorih snd the
General Bowyer. Liverpool privateer owners especially favoured full-rigged ships,
adding an extra mast to schooners and brigantines acquired for privateering. Although by
size, in the navy they would be rated as ship-rigged sloops-of-war, their deck layout, with
fult quarterdecks, suggests the "frigates in miniature” of late eighteentb-century New
England privateers, 106

In a slightly smaller range, brigs and brigantines such as the Rover, were also
popular, and likely reflected the sharp flush-decked lines conting into fashion. A few
schooners were also used, although they were substantially larger than the familiar coastal
schooner. Privateering in the Caribbean demanded large vessels, both to sustain a long

cruise, and to hold their own against the swarms of small “picaroon” gunboat privateers

48, focuses in great detail on preferred ship

Ags ami tmmage

106 o full-rigged ship has square sails on all three masts. See Appendix of ship rigs.
Unfortunately no plans have survived from Nova Scotian privateers, but 8 survey with
detailed dimensions, of the Crereral Bowyer, suggests the "frigate in miniature” of vessels

such as the Raftlesnake in Howard Chapelie’s, The History of American Sailing Ships
{New York: Bonanza Books, 1935), p.130-176.
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based on French held istands. 107 The owners of the privateer vessel the Frasxes Mary.
unwisely chose a small sloop for privateering, and she was captured on her first cruise.

The average size and rig of Nova Scotia privateers in this period was similar to
vessels developed for the West Indies trade, which utilized lasge schoeners, but mainly
favoured square rigged vessels in the 130-ton range. 8 The external similarity was
demanded by the winds and shallow waters of the Canbbean. I also, no doubt, helped
the privateer vessels appear to be innocent merchantmen.

Fowever, internally the privateer vessels were radically different, the most

obvious difference being their armament. A detailed declaration of weapons filed in 1799
by the privateer ship, the Duke of Kent, provides a good itlustration of the array of
weapons aboard a privateer:

she is Mounted with Twenty Carmiage Guns carrying Shot of four and Six
pounds Weight, is - navigated with one hundred Men has thirty small arms
Onre hundred Cutlasses Twenty Barrels of Powder - Thirty Eight Rounds
of Great Shot and the said ship is Victualled for Six months "

Cannens, often cafled guns or the "Great Guns” in logbooks, were the primary
armament. They were usually loaned by the Admiraity from the Navy Dockyard stores at
Halifax, along with shot (cannon balls and grapeshot). Ia the first vear of privateering
alone, Liverpool privateers were loaned 27 cannons and over 1600 rounds of shot by the
Halifax dockyard! ! The government supply in the form of an expensive item illustrates

the level of government support and encouragement enjoyed by privateers. The most

W7H 1 K. Jenkins "Privateers, Picaroons, Pirates: West Indian Commerce Raiders, 1793-
1801," Mariner's Mirror 73,2 (1987): p.183.

108Nova Scotia and New Englanders both preferred vessels in the 130-ton range for the
West Indies. The preference of British shipowners for larger vessels, unsuitable for the
island trade, has been offered as one reason why American vessels were so successful in
supplying the British West Indies. John Bartlett Brebner. Nonth Atlentic Triangle,
(Toroato: Ryerson Press, 1949) p. 171.

169Declaration of Joseph Freemar, Jan. 7 1805, PANS MG 20 Vol. 701 #20.

TI0PANS MG 1, Vol. 980, No._ 4.



common guns were four pounders, that is, guns that fired a ball weighing four pounds.
Four pound guns were short range and fired shot of modest destructive power. "Our
crack four pounders made an awful din, but with one fat ball the Yank stove us in.” Stan
Rogers observed perceptively in "Barrett's Privateers” '! Privateers preferred heavier
guns, ideally six pounders with & couple of nine pounders as long range "chase guns” to
catch fleeing ships However, the government quakfied its support of privateering by
reserving most of the heavier guns for Royal Navy vessels and also required privateers to
hand over the heavier guns they captured for naval use. Four pounders did have the
advantage of weighing little, thus making a privateer vessel faster and more sea worthy.
Canrons made ships fop-heavy and in bad weather were usually taken from their
carriages and secured below. An encountering with the enemy immediately after a storm
could be disastrous. The Nelson, from Shelburne, fost two dead and five imured in a
nasty battfe with a farge French privateer schooner which caught her just after a major
gale with haif of her guns still stored in the hold 1$2

Although most privateer cannons were loaned by government, a few were
purchased, likely the heavfer-»weight guns not available from the government. The Royal
Gazette often cartied adventisements for cannons for sale from Halifex merchants like
William Forsyth 133

Swivel guns, small cannons mounted on swivelling racks atong the rail, were not
popular with Nova Scotia privateers in this period and only the Nefson and a couple of

armed merchant trading ships appear to have mounted them.  Swivels were onfy usetbl in

1iStan Rogers, recording of "Barrett's Privateers”, Fogerty's Cove, Dundas Ont: Cole
Harbour Music Ltd, 1977. This song is imaginary, although details such as these are
remarkably authentic.

H2Thomas Parker to Joseph Barss, Snow Parker & Simeon Perkins 24 Dec. 179% NA
MG 23 17

"3 Forsyth-Smith adventised six and four pounder cannons for sale, complete with
carridges, shot and gun tackle in 1798-99, starting in the Royal Gazette Oct. 30, 1798
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close boarding operations and their unpopularity probably reflects the lack of such
fighting by privateers from Nova Scotia.

Swords and cutlasses were the most common hand weapon and sfmost every
member of the ship's company owned or was tssued one by the owners. About a third of
the crew, likely the marines and officers. carried pistols and muskets  Most of these were
probably militia weapons issued to Liverpool at the beginning of the war. The main
fighting platform for musketry, in naval ships, was along the rails, mostly on the
quarterdeck, and on the forecastle at the bows, feaving the waist, in the centre of the ship,
clear for the cannon guncrews. ! On some ships, musketmen were posted in platforms
on the masts (“the fighting tops™) but it is not clear whether the Wenneorth's modest
masts were large enough to accommodate both marines and seamen working sail In
addition to more orthodox weaponry, privateer vessels carmied an array of less formal, but
nasty, edged weapons including: "tomahawks, harnons, Iancers, boarding pikes and
hatchets 113

Aside from carrying weapons, properly ocutfitted privateer vessels differed in many
ways from merchant ships. The evidence of these elaborate preparations by Nova Scotia
privateers speaks of the knowledge, skill and resources demanded by the specialized trade
of privateering Gunports and decks were screened from enemy view by waistcloths
(farge sheets of canvas dyed black) Decks were protected from falling debris and enremy
boarders by boarding petting, tarred nets suspended above the decks. The rails were also
lined with rolled-up hammocks held in specially designed racks acting as a sort of

tHGimeon Perkins records 182 firearms in Queens County, fune 6, 1798, IV, p 100, and
it s likely the privateering muskets were deawn from this pool. Marine deployment
described by, N.A M. Redgers, The Wooden Wesld, p. 55. Marines were also assigned
to help the guncrews, when their musket fire was not needed. Micheal Lewis, A Social

i p. 277.

History of the Navy,
155anet Mullins, Some Liverpool Chironicles, (Liverpool NS: Liverpool Advance, 1941),
p17
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sandbag against enemy shot and splinters 16 Purpose-built privateer vessels were built

with high sides to shield gun crews and deter boarders and carried capstans, instead of the

lighter windlass, to quickly hau! up anchors and lifting guns 1Y’

Factics

The fundamental tactic in pnvateering was "the Chase”. A letter from the captain
of the /uke of Kent in 1799 contains a vivid report of the chase of an enemy vessel, the
Ly Hammmond.

At 3 PM., the 8th Discovered a Sail a Running down. at 4 she
discovered us, hafl'd his wind and ran for the land. I amediately gave
Chase, and gave him a gun, found him to be an armed Brig. it came on
dark  we lost Sight of him. at 9 PM. being clost in with the land,
Discovered a Sail and Supposing it to be the Brig, Gave Chase, and
prepared for action. at 10 came within hail. She not giving a direct
answer, | gave her a shot, She Steering for the land, and it being Veary
dark, and within half a mile of the Land, I Sheared clost Along Side of
hem, and ordered him to ware amiately, or else I would Give him another
shot, and Sink him. he then Wore Round, and stood out from the Land. 1
sent my boat on board, took charge of him, and brought the Capt. on
board 118

This passage convey the spirit and fundamentals of successful chase. Vigilance
was essential as the Lady Hammaond discovered to its chagrin.  Privateer lookouts were

encouraged with rewards, often stipulated in the ship's articles. John Rourk, a seaman in

MoThe Lag of the Chardes Mary Wentworth PANS MG 20 Vol. 215 #10 describes
greparing boarding nets and waistclothes on Dec 14,1799,

17A detailed look at the characteristics of a privateer ship versus a merchant ship is
provided the by appraisal of the Brurus, an American built privateer ship destined for sale
in Havana but captured by a Halifax privateer. The Brufus was converted to another
Halifax privateer vessel, the General Bowyer. NARG 84 Vol 33.
18Thomas Parker to Joseph Barss, Snow Parker & Simeon Perkins, Avg. 12, 1799 NA
MG 23 )17
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the Nelson, received an extra £5 from the capture of tl.= prize Awstria, "he having ficst
seen her” 1Y

Speed was crucial; it demanded not only a fast ship, but sharp seamanship, as
some of the piloting of the uke and Lady Hammond illustrated  The privateer vessel
would crowd on all available sail as the chase began, sometimes straining rigging to the
point of breaking off topmasts and pulting bows and decks under water ' Evasive
action by enemy ships usually consisted of attempts to aut-sail the privateer vesse! with
speed or manoeuvring in shallow water. Occastonally enemy crews ran their vessels
aground to escape from privateers, hauling money or valuables into the woods  Privateer
boat crews sometimes then switched to fand chases through bush and jungle, and in one
case attacked a house where the Spanish crew had barricaded themselves 12! Often
neutral ships did not try to elude privateers, hoping their neutral papers would prevent
seizure, and well aware that evaston was evidence of guilt if brought before a Vice
Admiralty court.

Most privateering actions were decided by the chase, and once escape was
impossible enemy ships usually surrendered in a ritual one writer characterised as
“formalised as a quadrifle” 122 The privateer would fire a shot or two to signal the
merchant vessel 1o heave to. A boarding party would be sent to the merchant ship to

secure it and inspect the cargo while the merchant captain was summoned to the privateer

H9Crewlist of the Nelson, Sept. 2. 1800, PANS MG | Vol 951, Item #735

20The Duke of Kent lost a topmast in one chase in 1799 and flooded her decks during
another. (Thomas Parker report, Aug 12, 1799 NA MG 23 JI17 ) The € harles Mary
Wentworth lost a foremast during a chase in 1800. (Log of the Wentworth, Mar 26,
1800). In a famous action in the War of 1812, a Royal Navy schooner carrying too much
sail while chasing an American privateer actually sailed right under water and sank with
afl hands! Howard Chapelle, History of American Sailing Ships, (New York. Bonanza
Books, 1935)

121} og of Wentworth, Dec. 28, 1799.

122Melvin Jackson, Privateers jn Chardestor;, Washington D C  Smithsonian Institution
Press, 1969, p. vi.
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vessel with his papers i the captured ship claimed to be neutral, a critical decision had
to be made at this point  Seizing a bona-fide neutrat ship would mean a long, expensive
court case  However ship's papers were frequently false. Privateers carefully watched
for an inconsistency or odd behaviour The Nefsor from Shelbume carried a "boarding
officer” who speciahized in inspecting merchant ships and recetved almost as many shares
as the captain 2% On other privateer vessels the first officer carried out this duty

Daring “cutting out” operations were occasionally used by Nova Scotian
privateers This involved sending the ship’s small boats ito an enemy harbour at night
and taking ships at anchos A Liverpool story of uncertain ongin describes a cutting out
eperation in La Guatra Harbour by a Liverpool privateer:

in the dark of the moon, several jolly boats and cutters from
Liverpool privateers rowed in without even geiting a hail from the Round
Tower 23

At least ‘me prize was taken by Nova Scotian privateers in this extremely risky
method The schooaer Fame was cut out from an unspecified harbour, likely on the
istand of Puerto Rico. An attempted cutting out operation in Guadeloupe Harbour by the
Charles Mary Wenrworth in 1800 was foiled by a barking dog aboard one of the target
ships 12% The risks of cutting out were brought home in 1805 when ten Nova Scotians

.. -¥e captured in an attempted cutting out operations at Pverto Rico. 120

E23Crewlist of the Nefvon PANS White Colfection MG | Vol 951 ltem 735.
24This was a story recorded by F.F Tupper in Historic Liverpool (Liverpool: Advance
Pubhshing, 1944) He believed it involved the crew of the privateer sloop Framcis Mary,
whe cut out a prize called the L/ Hercules. However Perkins, newspapers and the Vice
Admiralty records don't record this capture. The Hercules could have been condemned
in the West Indies or Tupper may have confused its capture with a different vessel.
F25%The Perkins Diary leaves blank the port where the Famme was taken: "A prize
Schooner Arnives from the Rover cut out from * May 6, 1801, 1V, p.303. The
barkmg dogs descnbed tn the Log of the Wenlwonh, Mar. 16, 1800,

. Aug. 3, 1805, V. p 131
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Nova Scotia privateers made several attacks on land fortifications in this period,
not something usually expected of privateers. They were alf located on islands, capes and

bays on the "Spanish Main”, what is today the coast of Venezuela

. Quicome
Rl 17, 1799 Cuntans Bay Sparush Fort with M ONenwerth Vet eahen verthout vasstltns
3R cannon Crimi sprhad and pesdied it o E\m#-l,
medots, srnffory oyperpeond vaplerad »”
Juh 22 1790 Copama Istand Spanush Foet with €M Wontaarth Farttahen, 1 prsatoer Riffak § Npannh
£ eanwm personcrs teken: it yrhed & pushedanee
Y Ponder and Mush ot captunst 178
Deg. 31799 Rlancpeilta tutand Spanish hatten Dube o Aent Hstter, destrosod with lfthe vppestion, ived
& Jond Spenece of gamison avay
Jap 27, §RUO Cape Hom Hay Spanush battery C M Wemnanth Unghfe b fand ue o heavy surt snd seeld
& Do of hert o fire 130

The selection of these targets raises some interesting questions  Attacking
fortifications does not fit the "self serving” explanation of privateering, as such targets
"offered hard knocks and no prize money” They may perhaps have been taken to secure
a useful anchorages or silence batteries that protected potential prizes  However the
wording of the following reports indicates a different explanation. "/it 12, Sent the boats
into the bay, they finding no vessels there thought proper to go in and destroy the fort of
five 12 pounders” and "in the naw 2 of our Lord the King, having taken possession of a
Fort belonging to the said King of Spain”. This suggests that the forts offered an
opporiunity to make a gesture of military prowess, an enhancement of reputation. The
fact that one attack was carried our while a Royal Navy frigate was nesrby, suggests this,

as does the praise these actions eamed in Wentworth's dispaiches to London

a Privateer fitted out & armed at Liverpool in this Province proves the
great enterprize and spirit of the people & that they are useful to His

127Repont by Joseph Freeinan, PRO CO217 Vol. 70, p.193, Mfim 13866
I28NJA RG 8 4 Vol. 115; Peskins Diary Sept. 4, 1799, p. 187

129pANS MG 20 Vol. 215 #10.

1301hid
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Majestys Service by destroying the Forts, Ordnance & munitions of his

Enemies

The "forts” attacked were not big fortresses, but mostly gun batteries fortified
with carthworks and palisades. Sometimes they were weakly garrisoned, but some of
them provided stout resistance and required considerable skill. The attack on the Cape
Horn Bay battery was especially daunting. The (harles Mary Wennvorh anchored in
range of the battery and bombarded it from different angles swinging on specially rigged
anchor cables, while ihe Puke of Kent manocuvred to deliver close broadsides in support
of an amphibious assault by smal! boats on nearby beaches. However heavy surf or the
beaches backed up by intense enemy musket fire made a larding impossible, or at least
tao costly for privateering considerations. 132

Co-ordination between Nova Scotian privateer vessels was very common in this
period. The small squadrons of Liverpool privateers would leave Nova Scotia together
and cruise the same area of the Carthbean, sometimes in close company, sometimes
separating for several weeks. They not only saifed together, but used flag signals to co-
ordinate attacks and share information. This mutual aid was important not only in
obtatning prizes, but also for emergencies. When the Charles Mary Wentworth briefly
ran afoul of a reef off Point Arilia on the Spanish Main, Jan. 1, 1800, her emergency
signals brought swift aid from her consorts, the Duke of Kent and Lord Spencer. 13}
When the Lord Spercer hit a reef and sank in February 1800, her crew were rescued by
the Shelbume privateer, the Nelson. The Nelson, which must have been tremendously
crowded, camied the extra crew, for 16 days until meeting the Duke of Kenr, who gave

the Spencer’s crew a captured Spanish schooner to continue their cruise. 133 The costs

P Wentworth to Portland, Sept. 29, 1799, PRO CO 217 Vol 70 p.188, Mfin 13866.
1321 og of the Wentworth, Jan. 27, 1800.

1331 og of the Wentworth, Jan. 1, 1800.

34perkins Diary. May 10. 1800, IV, p.227; Log of Wentworth, Apsil 7, 1800.
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and rewards of these shared cruises would have been subject to special agreements,
which have unfortunately not survived, although Perkins notes having to negotiate with
the Nelsor's owners over the salvage of the Lard Spencer. 13

Nova Scotian privateers also co-operated at times with other British privateers.
The Charles Mary Wentworth made joint attacks off Guadeloupe with the Antigua
privateer Lyvia and exchanged information and signals on several cccasions with two
Bermuda privateer ships. the Kxperiment and Ford Liverpool 1*¢ These relationships
were not always harmonious. When the Duke of Kent joined forces with the Experiment
to patrol the Mona Passage in March of 1800, ar argument over a shared prize resulted in
a court case that dragged on for three years 137

Privateers generally had a sinister reputation for attacking enemy settfements with
no military and little commercial value; purely loot-gathering marauding expeditions.
Attacking the homes and settlements of unsuspecting families carried a nasty stigma.
Marryat, who served in the Royal Navy at the time, described this practice:

This system of maravding is considered the basest of all modern warfare,
RO quarter is ever given to those who are taken in the attempt. In return
the privateersmen hesitate at no barbarity when engaged in such
enterprizes. 138

This tactic, very popular with American privateers in the American Revolution,
was sometimes practised by British privateers in the Caribbean, often enough to cause

Parliament to pass a bill in 1809 cutlawing “privateer depredations on the coast of the

B35perkins Diary, June 13, 1800, 1V, p.234.
1361 og of the Wentworth Jan. 18, 1800 (Experiment); Feb. 10, 1800 (Lord Liverpool).

B7NARG 8 IV Vol. 32 "St. Michael”. Capt. Hezekiah Frith of the Fxperiment was
finally awarded a half of the prize polacca St Michael Perkins Disry Sept. 28,1802, 1V,
p. 420.

138This description taken for a novel by Marryat but reflects his naval experience, as well
as expressing his Navy hostiity to privateers. Frederick Mamyat. The Privateersman,
(London: J.M. Dent & sons, 1915), p. 7.
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enemy for the purpose of plundering individuals® 13? Bermuda papers record the
exchange of crew members of one Halifax privateer ship who were captured ashore on
Puerto Rico, possibly raiding ashore. 1¥® The log of the Charles Mary Wennvarth does
not record any such footing raids during her six-month cruise, although one can speculate
that such raids would be defiberately unrecorded. It does describe nightly forays along
the coastline by the Wernnworzh's small boats. Led by a young Lieutenant Enos Collins,
they seized small cargoes of cocoa and money for Spanish launches {(small open boats).
Some nights, they could have struck infand. In his old age, Collins would refer cryptically
1o his Caribbean days, "You will observe sir there were many things happened that we
don't care to talk about "H!

On the other hand, the Wennvorth's log makes frequent reference to purchasing
and bartering supplies from Spanish colonists. When low on provisions, Nova Scotian
privateers seem to have preferred the ploy of disguising themselves as neutrat Americans
and buying provisions from tsolated Spanish settlements. Many small Spanish vessels,
which turned out to be fishing boats, were released unmolested. While they were lawful
prizes, they were not worih the effort. 142

Although the evidence is sparse, it would seem on bafance that land raids were
certainly not a priority with Nova Scotia privateers in the Canibbean, and probably
infrequently resorted to when a cruise had come up empty. They had come a long way to
capture large ships full of valuable cargoes, not steal shoebuckles and chinra. Land raids

"#Henry Bourguignon, Sir William Scott, L.ord Stowell, (Cambridge G B: Cambridge
University Press, 1987), p. 254.

HoHtenry Wilkson, Bermuda from Sail to Steam Vol. 1, (London: Oxford University
Press, 1973), p.146.

No. 13 (Halifax: PANS, 1959), p. 5.

H2The Weniweorth Log. records several of these buying and bastering trips under
American colours: Feb. 15, April 4, April 15, 1800, PANS MG 20 vol. 215 #10,



could also be counter-productive for a privateer hoping to lurk and cruise with a fow

profile, as they tended to spread alarm and provoke defensive measures.

Cruising Grounds
In Thomas Raddall's novel, Pride's Fancy. an imaginary privateer owner gives

sailing orders to one of his captains.

Make for the Mona Passage, say or amongst the Virgins and the loo'ward
Istes for a lick at the French trade out o' Guadeloupe and Martinico
Failing all those places - and mind you its like trouting up our river at
home, sometimes ye can pick up fish where-ever you drop a line, but most
times ye've got to try from pool to pool - failing all these why, go down
wind to the Main and cruise along between Margatita Island and the
Cartegena roads. Been famous pickings on the coast in time past. No
more galleons full o’ gold and silver without escort like the old tales say
But there's 2 busy trade atong the Main, cargoes o' cocoa. coffee, wine
from old Spain, dyewood-dont turn up your nose at dyewood, Nathan, it
fetches a mighty good price in Philadelphia or New York 143

Privateers showed distinct preferences for certain cruising locations, based on past
successes and fresh intelligence. The Vice Admiralty Court required the position of each
capture, in latitude and longitude, from the privateer commander, and cross checked this
with prisoner interrogations. 1 Plotting the captures on a map revesls the geographic
distribution of privateer captures. (See Map 1) The far-flung nature of privateering in
this era is immediately apparent with captures ranging from near Sable Island to the
sourthern mid-Atlantic. Four main hunting grounds are evident. The most popular was

“the Spanish Main", the Venezuela coast of South America, specifically the coast

13Raddal, Pride's Fancy, pp.133-134.
147The location and cargo information is taken mostly from libel and interrogation

documents Vice Admiralty casefiles, NA RG 8 IV. Sometimes approximate locations, "3
leagues from West end of Porto Rico" were given instead. Question three of the
"standing interogatories” for prisoners requested the position of capture. It was usually
within a few degress of the position given by privateers, although many prisoners were
junior seamen and gave only approximate positions.
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between Margarita Island and Puerto Cavello. These captures yielded outbound cargoes
of cocoa and indigo and inbound cargoes of wine, brandy and flour.

Many captures were also made amongst the islands of the Caribbean, with the
Mona Passage, between Puerto Rico and Santo Domingo being the most popular
location. Vessels with sugar, rum and tobacco from Caribbean islands were frequently
taken here.

A third group broadly encompassed the mid-Atlantic and included vessels from
both the Spanish Main and the islands, bound with cargoes for Europe. A related fourth
interception area was off the coast of the United States. These were usually vessels with
enemy cargoes of cocoa, sugar and other preduce of French and Spanish colonies, which
had been transhipped in American ports to evade the British blockade.

Relations and Operaticns with the Royal Navy

Traditionally scholars have seen great hostifity between privateers and the Royal
Navy, as they competed for both manpower and enemy prizes. While privateers suffered
considerably from naval impressment in the Canbbean, they enjoved good relations with
the Royal Navy on the Halifax station, and managed to establish understandings with
certain naval ships in the West Indies. Simeon Perkins found Admiral George Vandeput
co-operative when the privateers began to ofganise in 1798, *I wait on the Admiral.
Introduced by Mr. Untacke. He is very agreeable, & willing to Supply us with the Guns,
Shot, &c, for the Privateer.”> Vandeput not only armed Perkins's privateer, but even lent
his theatre box to Perkins for a performance that night. 145

The instructions tssued to privateers required them to assist the Admiralty by
gathering information “of the designs of the enemy, of any of their fleets, ships vessels or

HSperkins Diary Jure 29, 1798 The show, a musical called The City Romp along with
some sort of comedy calted Chrononbotonthologos, was the first play Perkins had ever
seen, aside from visiting theatre troops m Liverpool. He was not very impressed.
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parties”. 6 One of the reports submitted by the Charles Mary: Wenteorth illustrates this
function:

August the ¢ Left the Spanish Main and stood for Curacao for the
Purpose of Examining the Island August the 10, made the Island
Examined the Harbour Saw two Dutch Frigates there one having her Sails
bent and ready for sea the other her Topmast Launched and very few men
on board Saw a number of small privateer? in the harbour, by the Best
information that I Could, there were 600 Cannon mounted on the
Island 147

In the West Indies, privateer vessels usually kept well out of the way of Royal
Navy ships, both to avoid impressment of their scamen and to avoid having their prizes
seized by unscrupulous navy commanders who sometimes would claim a privateer prize
as their own. 1% However there were many exceptions to this friction. While the
Charles Mary Wentworth had nine men pressed by the navy frigate HMS La {/rte in
1799, many other navy ships on the same cruise [eft the Ferntworefr unmolested. such as
HMS Boston which "very politely” stopped the Wenaworth to check her papers and
gather intelligence 142

On occaston, privateer ships cruised in company with Royal Navy ships The
Duke of Kent spent several days with HMS Besfon in Januvary of 180¢. shaning a capture
of a schooner. 1Y The Dwke of Kent's commander, at this time was Joseph Freeman who

excelled at cultivating good relations with the Royal Navy. Later in the War of 1812,

Hogtarkey, British Privateering, p. 24-25.
mRepors by Joseph Freeman, PRO CO217 Vol. 70, p.193, Mfin 13866.

M8The Nelson lost a prize this way to the HMS Branswick. There were several examples
of questionable ravy claims, often achieved with violent intimidation of privateer crews,
to privateer prizes both in the War of 1812 and the American Revolution. Saider, Under
the Red Jack, p 103-111. George Mullare, "The Privateers of Nova Scotia, 1756-1783",
Collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society, XX, (1921) p. 36-39.

H9 og of Wentworth, Jan. 19, 1800

150 og of Wentworth, Jan. 26 & 27, 1800. This prize was probably sent to a West

Indies Vice Admiralty Court as there are ro records about it in Nova Scotia.
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Freeman often teamed up with many navy ships on cruises to share in more captures, and
playing a crucial role in the destruction of the famous American privateer, the Young
feazer, and re-enforcing the crew of HMS Shannon just before its duel with the USS
Chesapeake.!S! After his noted defeat of three Spanish warships in 1800, Alexander
Godfrey, of the Rover, is belicved to have been offered a Royal navy commission in
recognition of his skills and achievement.!2 The Bermuda privateer ship the
Fxperiment, under Hezekiah Frith also made joint cruises with Royal Navy vessels at this
time and was attached to a navy squadron for a month.5? This sort of co-operation was
not as uncommon as many historians have assumed, and largely explored evidence
suggests that the Royal Navy often used privateers as tenders and scouts and it was far
from unheard of for navy officers 1o take a spell at privateering between naval commands

Overall Military Value of Frivateering

The military value of Nova Scotia's privateering fleet can be measured in two
ways: its imperial value and its local or community value. The first involves privateering's
contribution to Britain's war with France and Spain. The second involves privateering's

contribution to the defence of Nova Scotia.

tSYSnider, Under the Red Jack. p.122, 133, 134,146.

152 atifax Monthly Magazine, (Vol. 2, 1853) pp.338-349. Naval records have ot been
explored on this point, but such an offer would have been quite plausible. One of the

most prominent Royal Navy officers in early Halifax, John Rouse, was a former
privateersman. After distinguishing himself at Louishourg in 1745, he was commissioned
into the Royal Navy. Swanson, Predators and Prizes, p. 67. Navy officers became
privateersmen and vica-versa more often than generally acknowledged. Colin Elliot,
"Some Transactions of a Dartmemh anateer Dunng the Freneh Wars at the End of the
Eighteenth Century" in = § ! Tprize 5
Welfare 1775-1900, (No. 17 Exeter Papers in Ewnmmc History) p37.
¥53Jean de Chantal Kennedy Frith of Be ; ; i
Bermuda Books, 1964), p. 80.
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The primary purpose of privateering was to destroy the enemy's trade, and with
their 60 captures, the privateers of Nova Scotia made a contribution. In the grand scale
of the war, it was a modest contribution to the hundreds of merchant vessels taken by the
navy and British privateer forces all over the empire. However when the newspaper
reports of the state of the nation speech, by Lord Dundas, arrived in Liverpool in May of
1801, Simeon Perkins made careful note of the scorecard of enemy vessels taken so far in
the war: "80 ships of line, 181 frigates, 224 smaller Ships of War. and 743 Vessels of
different Kinds.”. No doubt, Perkins was resting content that Liverpool's contribution
could be counted among the big picture 134

The effects of Nova Scotian privateers were most felt by the Spanish Colonies in
Venezuela The small privateering squadrons conducted an effective blockade of
northern Venezuela for weeks at a time, often shutting down important harbours such as
La Guaira, the port of entry for Caracas. This was a significant contribution as France
had intended Spain to be a useful ally for its naval resources and rich colonial revenues,
and the potential of Spain's resources was a serious concern of British strategists  The
severe losses to Spanish shipping to its American colonies in the late 1790s was “the most
damaging in the history of the Spanish Empire" and ended for good the Spanish
moneopoly on trade with its own colonies as the neutral ships, espectally American,
became a permanent fixture 5%

¥4perkins Diary May 23, 1801, IV, p. 306. Lord Dundas was the British Secretary of

War 1794-1801. Dictionary of National Riography, p. 372.

155Christopher Hall, British Strategy in the Napoleonic War, Machester: Manchester U.
Press, 1992), p. 80. Jobn Lynch, Bousbon Spain, Oxford: Basil, Blackwell, 1989, p. 395,
Spanish colonial exports fell by 49 per cent from 1799 to 1801, the peak years of Nova
Scotian privateering.
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Of course privateers were not the only commerce destroyers. Some significant

patterns emerge when the results of the Nova Scotia privateers are compared with their

Royal Navy counterparts operating from Halifax 156

Prizes to the Rayal Navy and Privateers
Adjudicated in Hatifax 1788-1805

Privateors (34.2%)

Royal Navy (65.8%)

Source: Vice Admirafty Court Register National Archives NA RG 8 IV Vol. 115

Privateers accounted for over a third of the 158 prizes taken before the Vice

Admiralty Court in Halifax during the privatecring era. Consider the ratio of predators tc

prizes between! 798 and 1805:
Vessels Prizes Ratio

Privateers 2 54 45
Roya!Navy 28 104 3.7157

E5*Numbers from both charts are taken from a registry of Halifax prize court cases.
NARG8 IV Vol. 115, p4999-5000. Only captured vessels brought to Halifax are
measused. However both privateer owners and naval commanders usually preferred to
bring prizes to their homeports where their own agents and patrons could assist in a

?mmpt and generous decisions in their favour.
5TThis ratio compares active privateers vessels with navy vessels that made prizes. |t
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Despite some privateers who took ro prizes, the Nova Scotian privateers were on
average, quite efficient commerce destroyers, shghtly more successful than the various
Royal Navy ships assigned to Halifax, who of course had less rewarding duties such as
convoy protection.

If each year is looked at individually. the privateering participation shows some

interesting pattemns:
30
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Privateers took more ships than the ravy in 1799 and came close to equalling
navy captures in 1800, Interestingly, the drop in navy captures in 1799, was almost equal
to the rise in privateer prizes. In a broader straiegic sense this could been seen taking the
commerce-destroying role from navy ships and freeing them for more urgent naval tasks
such as secking enemy warships or convoy protection. Of course from a naval point of
view, this would confirm the frequent accusation that privateers took prizes away from
the navy. However this drop in naval captures could also reflect the reassignment of
Royal Navy ships from the fluctuating Halifax station. Both navy ships and the privateers
felt 1 . reversal of Admiralty policy towards neutral ships, with their captures falling off

leaves out armed trading vessels as well as navy vessels that did not take prizes. The
total of 28 Royal Navy ships, 1798-1805, is taken from the National Archives of Canada
indexed Finding Aid to the Vice Admiraity Colfection NARG 8 IV p. 22to p. 30.
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in 1801, but the ravy, unlike the privateers, did not depend on captured ships to operate,
so its commerce raiding continued, albeit at a lesser rate unti a sharp rise in 1808,

Privateers tended to cruise areas, such as the coast of Venezuela, that were poorly
patrolled by the navy and they proved adept at capturing smaller vessels that the navy
would not bother with, or more usually, could not catch.!5® Naval cruisers were larger
and had deeper draughts than privateer vessels. They operated poorly in coastal areas
and could seldom catch swift, shatlow draught vessels. The Royal Navy had a chronic
problem operating smaller warships thanks to bad ship design, high desertion rates and
demoralised crews, especially in colonial theatres 13® This problem was later addressed,
in large part by copying and converting captured privateers. 160

Astde from their primary role of commerce destruction, the Nova Scotia
privateers made some direct military contributions. In total they captured about 60
enemy cannon in prizes. This ordnance was eagerly sought by the Hatifax dockyard for
navy use, especially six pounder guns were apparently in short supply.15! The capture of
Spanish batieries along the Spanish Main destroyed at least 23 more canions as well as

capturing scores of muskets and gunpowder. The privateer brig, the Rover took a large

¥5BBermuda privateers also succeeded in finding prizes that eluded the navy. Henry
Wilkinson, Bermuda From Sail to Steam Vol. 1, (London: Oxford University Press,
1973) p. 146,

E59%ohn Bromely considered the limitations of navy versus privateer coastal operations in
in "Channel Island Privateers”, Corsairs and Navies, p. 340. Alfred Thayer Mehan
considered navy pursuit problems in The Influence of Seapower Upon the Frenbc
Revolution snd Empire. p. 210. A vivid description of the problems of a Royal Navy
schooner in Halifax is in Harold Habn's The Cologial Schooner, (Annapolis Maryland:
Naval Institute Press, 1981) p. 29.

¥’Howard Chapelle, The Search for Speed Under Sail, (New York: Norton, 1967),

130.
?ﬁ'Pe:kins to Uniacke May 16, 1799, Perkins Diary, Vol. V, p.463.

The shortage of six pounders was described by the Halifax agents of the Nelson. letter
Oct. 11, 1799, PANS MG 1 Vol. 951 #637. About a fifth of the prizes taken were
armed.
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Garda Costa (the Spanish provincial marine) schooner in 1800, capturing seventy soldiers
and seamen and Killing at least thirty. 162

The Nova Scotia privateers had only modest success in capturing enemy
privateers, taking only one smail privateer and capturing a farge ship newly buih for
privateering but lightly armed ' This does not seem 1o been for lack of trying  Nova
Scotian privateer vessels fought at least ten engagements with French privateers In two
cases larger French privateers tried, unsuccessfully, to take the Nova Scotian vessels
However in most cases the Nova Scotian privateers deliberately sought them out,
evidently they were under orders from their owners. Thomas Parker, captain of the uke
of Kene, felt compelled to offer apologies and explanations to the owners in a report
where he described two unsuccessful chases of French privateer schooners, “l am veary
sofry to enform you that we have lost 2 French privateers mainly owing to our ships
being crank, not having sufficient ballast, and that of the right kind "' These French
privateer schooners were able to outsail Parker. On other occastons, French privateers
escaped by dashing imto the safety of Guadeloupe's harbour, even through the Nova
Scotians pursued them until bracketed by the fire of heavy shore batteries 163

Turntng from broad imperial issues in the Caribbean, to the provincial military
issues of Nova Scotia, privatecring played an auxiliary role in the defence of Nova Scotia
John Wentworth clearly saw the privateers as a defensive asset  He preceded his plea for

privateering authority in 1793 with a description of the lack of navat ships on station and

162The captured schooner was the Sarta Rita, 120 tons, 12 guns. In this engagement,
the Rover also severely damaged two Spanish gunboats that accompanied the Sewrter Rira.
The Spanish losses were well detailed by four Spanish prisoners imerogated by the Vice
Admiealty Court. NARG 8 IV Vol 39 "Santa Rita".

163The Nymph took a French privateer of 4 guns in 1798, Royal Gazette, Dec. 28, 1798,
The Halifax privateer ship, the Farl of Dublin, tcok the Brutus, a 130-10n ship en route
to sale to privateer buyers in Havana in 1800. NA RG 8 IV Vol. 33 "Brutus™.

14 Thomas Parker to the agents of the Duke of Kent, Aug. 12, 1799. NAMG 23 J17
1651 0g of Wentworth, Mar 17, 1800.
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then pleaded . [ wish to God, I had the anmed Schooner mentioned in my previous
fetters . Instructions have been sent to the Judge of Admirakty, for granting Letters of
Marqgue, but no letter or commisston to me to issue the commissions !¢

in 1794 when a French fleet at New York raised an invasion scare, Wentworth
listed the forces at his disposal, and included the 186 men serving in the vanous armed
trading ships at Halifax, a force that was almost equal to the 200 men in the single paval

frigate on station 167

On two occasions the Liverpool privateers acted directly as defensive units for the
town In August of 1803, three small French privateers armived to lay in wait off of
Liverpool Harbour. Unfortunately for them, Liverpool was a rather poor choice for a
rard at this time, as it was swarming with anmed privateersmen preparng for a cruise. At
the first news of the French privateers, the Liverpool privateers manned seversl small
boats and attacked the Fren-h with musket fire, sending them flecing inte the Atlantic.
On another occasion, a large armed ship was reported to be ominously waiting at White
Poin, just cutside the approaches to Liverpool Harbour. The pnvateer brig, the Rover,
prepanng for a cruise, quickly assembled its men, fitted sails and within an hour sasled
out to challenge the stranger. She turned out to be a Halifax-bound merchant ship that
had just made landfal! from the Caribbean, 6%

However, as rallymg as these two examples were, if privateers were really an
important defensive asset, Liverpool would have outfitted them in the first two years of
the war when the invaston fears were greatest, instead of waiting five years to take up
privateering. Moreover. there were many other occasions when reperts of French
privateers, and even the capture of Nova Scotia vessels, were not responded to by

Liverpool privateers. In 1801, a French privateer took three or four vessels in the Cape

'ﬁﬁ\.\'emwonh to King Jure 21, 1793, PRO CO217 Vol. 36, p. 179.
67State of Force at Halifax, May 8, 1794 PRO CO 217 Vol. 36.
168perkins Diary Aug 5 & 6, 1803, IV, p. 479; Jan 18 1801, 1V, p. 276.
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Sable area. However, despite the presence of the privateer ship in Liverpool, the Nymph,
newly arrived from a cruise, the Liverpoo! leadership opted instead to leave the task to
forces from Halifax. A navy brig and two provincial armed brigs arrived the next day to
drive off the French intruder. 1% Perkins did not offer any explanation. He did mention
that the sails and equipment of the Nymph had been stored away, and perhaps her crew
may have been dispersed.

The Nova Scotia privateers were not, as some writers {including Thomas Raddall)
have suggested, the birth of the Canadian Navy.!™ They did not create a lasting naval
establishment and their operations, however significant at the time, were too independent,
to qualify as a regular navy. If any case could be made in this area it would apply to the
Provincial Marine vessels such as the Farl of Maira. However, even these units were
temporary products of a crisis, and left little military legacy.

However privateers make a strong case to be considered as a seagoing militia, a
community controlled military force that answered to local needs and one that was a1
least as effective as the Sea Fencible reserve units being created at the same time in
Britain 17} This function is strongly supported by the many links between the Queens
County militia regiment and its privateer companies. There was a noticeable parailel

between leadership of the Queens County militia and the Liverpool privateers

169erkins Diary Aug. 9, 11 & 19, 1801, IV, p. 322, 323, 325
170Raddall made this claim in The Rover, p.6.

Y7)The Sea Fencibles manned Martello Towers and small armed vessels to potect
shippmg and harass French invasion preperations from1793 to1810. Their effectiveness
varied but they eventually numbered 25,000 men. Hall, British Strategy in the Napoleonic
War, p. 9.



Militis Rank  Privatecr Station

Sim Berkins Colonet Principat owner & agent for privatesr vessels
Nathanicl Freeman Lt. Col Lieut CM. Wentworth

William Freeman Major

Nathan Tupper Capt Lieut (1799 & Capt (1800) C.M Wentworih
Joseph Basfs Capt Principal owner & agent for several vessels

Haller Collins }st Licut Principal owner of scveral privateer vessels

Snow Parker Ist Licut Principal owner & agent of several privateer vessels
Issac Dexter 2nd Lieut Builds & refits pmazeexs,lsan on C M. Woentworth
Etkansh Freeman 2nd Lieut 2nd Licut Lord Spencer! /2

Privateer owners picked captains and the captain picked his sentor oflicers. This
process integrated the privateers within a familiar structure of command closely tied to
the community in which they lived. This overiap was not restricted to privateer owners
and officers but also encompassed a large proportion of the scamen and marines who
volunteered to satf under officers they krew from the militia service on the land. The
reputation of certain officers created important bonds, similar to the "command by
respect” of leaders in New England's volunteer provincial units. 173

Other parallels existed in both material and official guise. The uniforms of the
privateer marines were borrowed from the Queens County militia and the muskets and
sidearms on privateers were almost certainly militia weapons. The Governor recognized
the nature of militia service at sea with special warrants for militia members to serve on
privateers. The matn purpose of these warrants was to protect privateers from pavy
pressgangs but, as these protection warrants were subject to careful scrutiny by naval

commanders, they were based on a genuine reality of mifitia service at sea 173

Y2pANS RG 1 v 171 p132 Return of the Queens County Militia May 5 1795.

¥73Steven Eames, "Rustic Warriors: Warfare and the Provincial Soldier on the Northern
Frontier, 1689-1748", (Ph.D. dissertation, University of New Hampshire, 1989), pp. 324-
235

174Thomas Raddall discusses militia uniforms in the The Rover, p. 21. The Queens
County milita were issued 200 muskets at the beginning of the war to distribute at their
discretion. Perkins Diary, IIE, Aug. 17, 1793, p. 246. One of several militia warrants
issved for the privateers was: Warrant by John Wentworth for 100 men of the Queens
Co. Militia to serve on the Duke of Kent, Nov. 4, 1799, MG 20, Vol. 702, Item No. 34.
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The l2ad and sea militias of Liverpoot! also carried out overlapping Rinctions.
Privateers and militia call-ups both provided wages. food and work for the uremployed.
Interestingly, the land militia of Liverpoot also captured ships and shared in Vice
Admisalty awards. In 1797 the militia secured a French ship, the Bernsdorf, that was
stranded near Liverpool and after a struggle with Halifax authorities, received a share of
its capture. Most of the militia men who led this seizure became privateers soon after !7%

Paying for themselves by captures, privateers were by nature more offensive than
defensive weapons. However the Liverpool privateers probably saw a defensive side to
their privateering. Excluded frem peacefully trading in the Caribbean, they were rot
going to relinquish the southern waters without a struggle and thus replaced their trading
ventures with military ones. Many of their prizes belonged to the competitors who had
seized the Caribbean trade, neutral American merchants ships !7® The way privateering
changed to the perception of security in Liverpool can clearly been seen in Stmeon
Purkin's reactions to strange sails on the horizon of Liverpool Bay.  Before privateering,
an unrecognised ship was a cause for alarm, mustering of the militia, priming of the
cannons at Fort Point. Afier the advem of privateering, strange sails were a cause for
optimism; often being a new prize sent in by Liverpool's privateers 177 Privateering had
largely made Liverpool a well-armed and military organized community, a poor choice of

target for enemy raids and a far cry from its helpless status in the early stages of the

175The militia men whe took the Bernsdorf initially demanded to immediately divide its
safvage among themselves, fearing that the navy would take all the proceeds. They were
persuaded by militia officers to submit its capture to the Vice Admiralty Court which
eventually awarded the militia a portion. Perkins Diary . I, p.xxiv-xxv; July 8, 1797 IV,
p. 37

76interestingly American armed merchant ships also carried the burden of trade defence
in this period. John Pelzer, "Armed Merchantmen and Privateers: Anather Perspective
On America's Quasi-War With France”, American Neptuge, Vol. 50 No 4, p. 270
'nCompsre the alarmed reaction to a strange ship on Jan. 10, 1797, IV, p. 3 to Perkins
kopeful reaction to another strange sail on Sept. 18 1798, "A Brig appears in the
Harbour. We wish it a Prize.”
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American Revolution. Instead of being a helpless victim of a huge international struggle,

Liverpool had become a player.

THE BUSINESS OF PRIVATEERING

Privatecring as a business was part of a larger industry of processing, buying and
sefling captured epemy vessels in wartime. Sometimes called “prizemaking”, this bustness
involved a large numbers of participants. Next to supplying the ravy and dockyard, it
was one of the chief economic activities in Halifax during wartime and one that offered a
chance at spectacufar profits.

This business revolved around the Vice Admiralty Courts. The Court of Vice
Admiralty Gealt with a wide range of shipping issues ranging from salvage and wage
disputes to customs seizures. Its most important function in wartime, however, was to
act as prize court, judging captured enemy shipping. Its procedures, for the times were
considered straightforward and fast (unless a decision was appealed to London, which
ususlly entailed a delay of at feast two and sometimes four years.) A captured ship was
“libelled” by the attorney general in a document, alleging it was enemy propernty. The
judge aflowed the libel and set a date for a tral, usuafly within two weeks of its capture.
The trial would consider a range of evidence including the captured ship’s papers ard the
interrogation (but not cross examination) of the captured crew members and affidavits of
witnesses. If judged as epemy property the ship or cargo would be "condemned” and
ordered sold at auction. The court fees would be deducted from the auction procesds as
well as customs and the auctioneer’s commission. (Untif 1708, the Crown took a tenth of
privateer captures and a third of navy captures, but this was abolished to allow the prize

money, minus costs and customs, to "the encouragement of Seamen”.178)

V7810hn Bromley, "Prize Office and Prize Court”, Corsairs and Navies, p. 464.
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The net proceeds would then be released to the privateer agents, "the captors”,
to distnibute according to their ship's artictes. [If a captured ship was not condemned, it
would be released 1o its original owners, "the claimants”, upon payment of fees by the
claimant or the privateer, depending of the validity of the capture 1%

The schooner Maria 1s an example of all the people who had a hand in
prizemaking. The 90-ton schooner Aaria was captured off Florida by the Liverpool
privateer ship, the Nymph in 1801, She was condemned by the court and ordered sold in
Liverpool, where bidders paid £1939 for the schooner and her cargo of sugar and cotton

Of the £1939 - £172 was taken by provincial and impertal customs
£58 to the Marshail as commission for the auction
£11 to the Judge of Vice Admirslty for Adjudication fees
£70 to the Attorney General
£80 to the Deputy Marshall for keeping the schooner in
custody
£31 to the agents, Simeon Perkins
£1 to labourers for moorning and unloading
£98 te the Deputy Registrar for interrogations, accounts,
commission.

After all these deductions, the net value of £1406 would be split between the
owners and the crew. The Nymph had a crew of 90, probably with a 150 shares in total,
so each seamen would receive £4-10. However a final player entered the picture in the
form of William Forsyth, a Halifax merchant acting as agent for the Maria’s owner, He
appealed the count's decision, eventually losing, but freezing up the money from the
Maria until 1804.

The Aaria was purchased by Enos Collins, for £205. He evidently renamed her
the Ratler, and sailed to the West Indies, returning the next spring. as a passenger in

another vessel, likely having sold the schooner in southern waters. 10

173 Arthur Stone, “The Admiralty Court in Colonial Nova Scotia”, Dalhousie Review,
Vol. 17, No. 2 (Fall 1994), p. 67.
ISONA RG 8 IV Vol 42 "Maria" p18423. Perkins Diary Oct. 25, 1801, April 7, 1802.
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The diverse business structure of privateering went the range from privateer
seamen, to officers, owners and agents and an array of officials. The distribution of a
prize was set out by the ship’s articles. The officers and crew were entitled to half of
prize proceeds. This was their retum for labour and risk at sea Amongst the crew, the
prizemoney was distributed according to shares. The crewlist of the Shelbume privateer,
the Nelsor recorded the share keld by each crew member. The captain held 8 shares;
officers 5; petty officers 2 to 3 shares; seamen 1 share; and boys 1/4 to a 1/2 share 181

it is possibie to broadly compare the distribution of prize proceeds among
different types of warships. Nova Scotian privateers fell in the middle of a broad

internationat spectrum of the sharing out of captured goods.

Captain - Seaman Share Ratios

Roval Navy  British Privateers Nowva Scotia United States  Framce  Pirate (1720s)
Captain 13 of rotat RS 8 8 6108 2
Seaman 1 i i H i ]

Nova Scotian privateers shared out in much the same way as New England
privateers, and considerably more equitably than British privateers. Interestingly, despite
the "Equalite-Fraternite-Liberte” emblazoned on their Letters of Marque, the French
colonial privateers of this period distribmted prize money in much the same way as their
English colonial counterparts. No privateers approached the levels of equality practised
by "Golden Age” pirates. 182

IRECrewlist of the Nelson, PANS MG 1 Vol. 951, #735.

82Royat Navy share values - Rodgers, Wooden World, p. 128; British privateer share
values - Starkey, Bofish Privateering, p. 76; Nova Scotia share values - Crewlist of
Nelson PANS MG1 Vol. 951 #735; United States share values - Ships' Articles from War
of 1812 privateer "Buckskin® NA RG 8 IV Voi. 120 kindly focated by Faye Kest in
Ottawa; French share values: From "Role de FEuipage® of three French Privateers NA
RG 8 IV, "Jou Jou National” 1794 Vol 4,"Republican”™ 1794 Vol §, "National Cockade”
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The owners of the privateer were entitled to the other haif of the prize proceeds
and they retained ownership of the vessel. They were responsible for buying or building
it, and outfitting it. Ownership of a privateer was seldom held by one person. In
Liverpool, there were usually eight principal owners. Captains of Liverpool pnvateer
vessels, such as Joseph Freeman and Alexander Godfrey, often held owner's shares, in
addition to their captain's share. The principal owners met regularly to settle bills and
make decisions on future cruises and court decisions.

Ownership of Liverpool privateer vessels was well distributed among the
merchant class of the town. Hallet Collins, Snow Parker, Joseph Freeman, Joseph Barss
Sentor, Simeon Perkins, Thomas Bennett, John Roberts, and Zebulon Perkins were the
principal owners of the (harfes Mary Wentworth and would rematn the core owners of
the Duke of Kent and the Rover. Merchants often spread their privateer investment over

several vessels. Perkins recorded his holdings at Christmas time in 1769

The Privateer Accounts are got thro, the Ship C. Mary Wentworth's Bills,
the Ship Duke of Kent's Bills; the Schooner Lord Spencer, Including the
first Cost of the Schooner. I own 1/32 of the CMW, 1/16 of the Duke,
1£16 of the Lord Spencer, & my Son John 1/32 of the Spencer, which |
make him a present of !

In Halifax, in coatrast, the community of mvestors in privatecring was smaller. A
broad selection of the big merchant houses in Halifax outfitted armed merchant traders to
protect their trade that might travel outside of convoy and acted as agents for privateer
and navy captures. However, the circle of privateer owners was smalfer, and they were
drawn from the lower ranks of the merchant community. The two main Halifax

privateers, the Farf of Dublin and General Bowyer, were owned by three principal

1795 Vol 8. Contiental French privateers paid wages instead of shares, the captain
making 400 francs a month, 2 seaman 120 10160 francs a month Crowhurst, French War
?ggmdg, p. 15S; Pirate share valves - Rediker, Between the Devil p. 1 8.

Perkins Diaty, Dec 23 1799, IV, p. 206.
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investors: Benjamin Etter, William Duflfus and the Woodin family. Etter wasa
watchmaker; Dufiiss a shopkeeper and William Woodin dealkt in wood and fisel 13 They
clearly came from the shopkeeper-craftsmen middle class of Halifax, not from its
dominant merchant class 135

Wise privateer investors invested in several ships. Not only did it increase the
chance of sharing, albeit with in smaller portion, in a windfall cruise, but it also spread the
burden of disaster, if the privateer was captured, or more seriously, if a capture was
reversed by the courts with substantial interest or damages. A handful of privateering
owners who bought sole ownership of their vessels were rutned when appeal courts in
London reversed a condemned prize and, long after the proceeds had been spent and
distributed, demanded re-embursement for the original owners. James Woodin in Halifax
fell -ictim to this, as did Danie! Tucker in Benmuda 86

In Liverpool, a core group of two to three owners acted as owner-agents for all
the owners, and usually for the crew as well. This key position, called the "armateur” in
Europe, made day-to-day decisions and carried out the administration and the paperwork
of privateering. 157 It was held repeatedly in Liverpool by Simeon Perkins, Srow Parker
and Joseph Barss Senior. They were also entrusted to represent the owners and crew to
the legal authorities in Halifax, and negotiate on behalf of the privateer. They were
authorized by letters of agency signed by all the owners and crew, which gave them great
latitude to make decisions and authorized them to collect the proceeds of prizes to
distribute. This was obviously & very sensitive job requiring trust. On several occasions,
privateer crew members decided they would be better served by selecting their own

‘3“|m Politax PANS RG | Vol 444.
185David Sutherland, The Merchants of Halifax, 1815-1850: A Commtercial Class in

Pursait of Metropolitan Status, (PhD Diss. University of Toronto, 1975), p. 28.
I85NA RG 8 IV Vol. 33 “The Brutus®. Jean de Chantal Kenedy, Bermuda's Sailors of

Fortupe, (Hamilton Bermuda: Bermuda Press, 1964), p. 42.
¥87Starkey, British Privateering, p. 67.
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independent agents. The armateurs, or owner-agents, were in many ways the centre of
privateering decision-making on the fand.

These agents were paid only modestly in Liverpool. Simeon Perkins, agent for
the Charfes Mary Wennvorth on its second cruise, reconded in disgust that for the many
hours of work taking care of four prizes worth almost twenty thousand pounds, the other
owners awarded him on £32: “I esteem the Sum they have allowed us a pitiful
compensation, and in my present mind I think we Shall not do the Owners Business if any
mmore prizes should arrive. “188 However there were fringe benefits to privateer agency
An intimate knowledge of prizes permitted shrewd bidding at prize auctions. Elsewhere
privateering agents were often paid by a conmmission, as much as five per cent '¥?
Community interest, and competing offers of agency in Liverpool may have been
responsible for the low fees so bemoaned by Perkins.

At sea and in foreign ports, the privatecr captain acted as agent, making
decisions and reporting back to the owners. Privateer owners would also appoint agents
to represent them in other ports. William Cochran and Richard Lawson were frequent
Halifax agents for Liverpool privateers. Agents were usually paid by commission,
although Charles Prescott and Richard Lawson were happy to be flexible about this with

the Liverpool privateers according to Perkins:

1 am writing a Power of Attomey for the QOwners of the Privateers Rover
& Nympb, to Sign for Messrs Prescott & Lawson, to Look afler our
Business in England, concerning the Prizes that have been appealed, for
Capt. Parker agreed with them, when he was in Halifex to undertake the
Business. They told him they would be reasonable in their charges, and
would leave it to the Agents snd owners |, fo allow them a reasoratle
compensation for the Business they might do. 190

188perkins Diary, July 27, 1799, p. 179.
189N A M. Rogers, Wooden Warld, p. 128,
190perking Diary Dec. 4, 1802, p. 434,
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Because Nova Scotia privateers operated in a "deep water” environment, they had
to call on a far-flung array of agents. A variety of trusted merchants were selected as
agents in the various Caribbean Islands where privateer ships might repair, resupply or
bring small prizes not large enough to make it buck to Nova Scotia. The Liverpool
privateers made frequent use of John Robertson on St. Kitts. He obtained supplies, took
charge of prize goods, forwarded money and made legal arrangements as well as
entertained privateer officers in Basseterre, St. Kitts 191 William Shenington filled the
same role in Antiqusa, as well as assisting in 2 major overhaul and careening for the
Wentworth 192 The Nelson used the Kingston, Samaica firm of Ballantyne, Duke & Co io
claim one of their prizes back from the Royat Navy.!%3 The lists of agents used in 1805
by one Armed Merchant trading ship in Halifax illustrates the far-flung nature of
privateering interest. [t [isted firms in Halifax, St. Johns, Gibraltar, Lisbon, Valencia,
Cadiz. Naples, Malta, and London '™

Halifax merchants also represented the officers and crews of Royal Navy ships as
agents and frequently represented the owners of enemy and neutral ships seeking to
defend their cases before the Vice Admiralty Court. These agents were usually paid on a
commission basis, receiving a value of the captured ship if it was released by the coust.
Five per cent was more or less the standard rate 19% James Foreman, George Grassie,
Eawrence Hartshorne, Thomas Boggs, and William Cochran frequently acted as agents
for Royal Navy captures. Foreman-Grassie alone processed £157,621 worth of navy

191t og of Wentworth Dec. 18, Dec. 19, Dec. 23, 1799. Perkins Diary Aug. 21, 1805.
1921 og of Wentworth March 10, 1800; Perkins Diasy May 2, 1800, IV, p. 226.

193) etter William Robertson to Foreman-Grassie, Sept 11, 1799, PRO CO217 Vol. 70,
p.191. Mfin 13866.

INA RG 8 IV Vol. 49 “La Concorde”, p. 21230. This was a prize taken by the Young
Phoenix of Jersey. The list of agents was written on the back of the Letter of Marque.
193 John Bromley, "Prize Office and Prize Agency”, Cossairs and Navies, p. 476.
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captures in 1800. William Forsyth made a speciality to representing the owners of
captured vessels in case after case during the 1790s 1%

The Attorney General, Richard John Untacke, represented both privateers and
navy at the Vice Admiralty court. He was in charge of gatherieg evidence, prepating and
arguing the case. This required a good legal mind, and a fair bit of work, although in
many of the simpler, uncontested, cases, the paperwork was identical and routine.
Perkins seems to have valued his services, noting during Uniacke's first privateer case,
"The prize is libelled, & no difficulty in Condemnation in 21 days. Mr. Uniacke was very
clever in the Business."!%7 Uniacke was paid by fees earning between £50 and £300 for
every prize he worked on. His fees, from privateering alone, for the five years ffom 1798
to 1803 totalled about £3500.198

The Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court had a guaranteed salary of £2000 a year,
so his fees were relatively modest. [%? However the Court of Vice Admiralty employed a
substantial staff who were paid by a range of fees that typically consumed 1010 15 per
cent of the value of a prize.  These posis, interestingly almost all held by Protestant
Irishmen in Halifax 2™ included, the registrar to record and issure documents, and the
Marshall to enforce prdgements, ard backed up a network of deputy registrars and
deputy marshals throughout the province. The system of Vice Admiralty deputies was of

19%6[aformation on most navy captures, infcuding value and agents, are listed in & detailed
registry. PANS RG 1 Vol. 500A p.1-15. William Forsyth's business is outfined in, David
S. Macmillan, "The "New Men” in Action: Scottish Mercantile and Shipping Operations
in the North American Colonies, 1760-1825", Canadian Business History. Selected
Studies 1497-1971, (Toronto: McClelland & Stewart, 1972), pp. 72-72.

197perkins Disry Sept. 18, 1798, IV, p. 121.

198t niacke’s fees are recorded in about 75 per cent of the privateer case files at the
National Archives NA RG 8 IV His standardized feces, £58 for a simple case, £105 for
Targer ships, make an accurate estimate of the total possible.

19 rthur §. Stone "The Admiralty Court in Colonial Nova Scotia®, p. 391

200Minutes of the Charitable Irish Society, PANS MG 20 Vol 64 krish members
included: the Judge Richard Bulkeley, the attomey General Richard John Uniacke, the
deputy marshall Robert Hill, deputy registrar Charles Morris, and auctioncer Charles Hill.
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considerable importance to Liverpool. Peskins and Uniacke had a struggle, in the end
successful, to allow the privateers to keep their prizes in Liverpool while awaiting
judgement 20! This kept control over the prizes in the hands of local officials such as
Joshua Newton, the deputy registrar (and Perkins son in law) in Liverpool.  The marshals
and deputy marshals charged substantial daily fees to cover custody costs for docking,
maintaining and guerding ships while waiting for the court to decide. The court also
employed a range of clerks, translators and criers to process claims. This spread prize
proceeds even further by contracting with wharf and warchouse owners and
stevedores. 202

The final participants in prizemaking were the merchants who bid on ships and
cargoes at prize auctions. They required two things: enough capital in cash to buy at
auctions, 2 and good information on the quality and condition of captured goods. The
bidders at prize auctions were frequently the same merchants involved as owners and
agents. Capt. Alexander Godfrey of the Rover bought one of his own prizes for £850,
and then sold it in Halifax soon after for £1000,2%4 a fast profit on top of his own shares
as captain. Many merchants were even more successfl. In the 1820s, during an
economic downturn, a letter writer to the Acadian Recorder recalled the "goed old days®
of wartime Halifax.

2 perkins discusses his negotiations and pleas to keep prize custody in Liverpool on
Letter, Perkins to Henry Newton, Sept. 11, 1798, V, p. 457; Diaty Aug 17 & Aug. 18,
1800, IV, p. 246
202The prize files contain detaited bifls from the registrar and marshall, often citing daily
wharfage rates and labour rates for stevedores. In one case, there is even a bill for the
stevedores coffee brerks (Six tablespoons of coffee and 10 tablespoons of sugar, for 15
shillings and eight pence.}! NA RG 8 IV Vol 33 "The Brutus".
203iglifax auctions often demanded cash. Liverpool auctions usually allowed short term
nrotes to pay in cash within thirty to ninety days. Circulating currercy was a chronic
groblem in Nova Scotia of this period.

4perkins Diary. Nov. 29, 1800, IV, p. 268; and April 27, 1801, IV, p. 301.
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Halifax at that time became a general depot for French prizes; and this
proved to our merchants a source of immense profit. and laid the
foundation of capital upon which it was easy to build The trading ships
of France, regularly sent in by the fleets off our coasts, and the whole of’
their cargoes which were sold under the hammer of the auctioneer at
prices so low, that when they were again sold to the Americans who came
frere for the purposes of purchasing, they frequently vielded a net profit of
one, two and sometimes even three hundred per cent  The sole medium
of payment was of gold and silver coin, and this made the circulfating
medium of extreme plenty .. it was impossible but that our merchants
would amass large capital and many even now could show its gokien

effects. 205

Having established the flow and distribution of money from privateer prizes, it is
possible to measure the profits in privateering by matching Simeon Perkins records of
auction sales and share prices, with the costs and fees in Vice Admiralty records 2™
Taking the privateer ship (harles Mary Wentworth as an example, this is the return on

her total of five cruises.

rst Cruise - Aug. [StoDec. 16 1798  Expenses £2277 Four Months
2 prizes, total value: £9960  Total Owners share: £4387  Single Seaman's share £32

Vayage Profit: 92%

2nd Cruise - Feb. 3 to May 11, 1799 Expenses: £1669 Three Months
S prizes, total value: £20.000 Total Owners share: £9000  Single Seaman's share £48

Voyage Profit: 814%

205 Acadian Recorder, Aug. 18, 1821 cited in Julian Gwyn, “A Little Province Lik» This
The Economy of Nova Scotia Under Stress, 1812-1853", in Canadian Pagers in Rural
History, Vol. X1, Gananogue, Ont: Longdate Press, 1988, p. 196,
Z06The prizemaking process was summarized by this formula.
Total value of vessel and cargo at auction

minus customs and commissions (usually around 10per cent)

minus court fees {from £50 to £300)

devided by two: 1. Owners share (1/8, 1/16 etc) minus agent’s commission

2. Crew share devided by number of shares
(C.M. Wentworth, 137 shares) minus agent's

commission
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3rd Cruise - June 1910 Sept 11, 1799 Expenses: £950 Three Months
2 prizes, total value. £2650 Total Owners share. £1250  Single Seaman's share: £9

Voyage Profit' 25%

4th Cruise-Nov. 27 1799 to May S, 1800 Est Expenses £150¢  Six Months
| prize, totai value £1078  Total Owners share: £500  Single Seaman's share: £3

Voyage Profit- a loss of at least £1000

The harles Mary Wennvorth proved an excellent investment at firss, more than
paying tor herself on her first voyage and earning spectacular profits on her second.
However her earning fefl rapidly and after her fourth cruise, she was sold as an armed
trading merchaat ship and her former owners shifted their investment to newer, and less
leaky, privateers such as the fuke of Kent and the Rover. For the mariners involved, the
declining returns were felt even more sharply. The first and second cruises were very
rewarding, yiekding share money two to four times what a merchant voyage on wages
would have paid However, the last two cruises fell well behind what they could have
earned in wages (See Chapter 4)

It is possible to estimate the total value of the ships and cargoes captured and
condemned by privateers and sold in Nova Scotita.  Actual values are recorded for about a
fifih of the ships caphned. A reasonable estimate for the whole can be derived by
establishing an average value, per ton, of vessels of similar class. Brigantines averaged
£44 per ton. Schooners averaged £37 per ton; Sloops. £36 297 Only vessels that were

condemned were included. (See Appendix H).

M7prize files include detailed accounts of prize sales, in cases that were appealed.
Perkins also records the buys at many auctions. The method of value per ton has been
used 10 a great extent i Brian Locking, "Some Contnbutions of the Royal Navy to the
Halifax Wartime Economy: Prize Vessels and Recaptures®, {(unpublished graduate paper,
Usiversity of Ottawa, 1995), p. 20
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Approximately £120.000 of enemy shipping was captured by and awarded to
Nova Scotian privateers between 1798 and 1805, The significance of this amount can be
appreciated when it is considered that until 1793, the speading of the army. navy and civil
government combined in Nova Scotia was only £120,000 per year.  And even in the busy
wartime economy where their combined spending moved up to £244,.900 per year, 2™
privateering was a significant contribution to the wartime economy. Some of this prize
revenue would arguably have reached Nova Scotia anyway, through Roval Navy
captures, but much of it would not.

Privateer captures, as we have seen, represented about a third of the prize cases
Nova Scotia in this period. However the economic contnbution of privateer, as opposed
to naval captures was proportionally greater. The lion's share of navy prize money,
almose three quarters of every prize, went to senior officers and the admiral of the
station 2%? Most of this money likely went to homes and estates in England instead of
Nova Scotia. A study of Royal Navy captures in the American Revolution has estimated
that only customs, court and agency fees from navy captures can be considered to bave
remained in Nova Scotia.?!® Privateer owners and crews, in contrast, were almost
entirely from Nova Scotia. British merchants had invested in considerable numbers of
Nova Scotia privateers in the Amencan Revolution, but their investment in this period
was limited to armed merchant trading vessels.

Mere significantly, about £86,000 of the total value of privateer captures went to
Liverpool and Shelburne privateers, diverting a significant share of wealth from Halifax to

coastal communities. [t is difficult to guess, given the diffuse ownership, of privateers,

mslul:an Gwyn, ”Economrc F!uctuatrons n Wamme Nmra Scoha, 1755 -1815",

Margaret Conrad, ed, Fredenctm NB: Acadlens:s Presg I991 p. 74
209Rodgers, The Wooden World, p. 128.

2198 rian Locking, Some Contributions of the Royal Navy to the Halifax Wanime
Economy. p. 19.
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how this money was re-invested, but logically most of the merchant privateering owners
expanded their previous trading interests. Simeon Perkins used his first rush of
privateering money to pay off a large debt that had been growing during the bad times
before privateering. He then constructed a large new warehouse on his wharf and weat
on to build a new sawmill. 2t As well as buying shares in other vessels under
construction, Perkins built a large schooner in 1802, the Acfive, no doubt fuelled by his
privateering eamings.

Enos Cotlins had been a captain of his father's trading ships before
privateering, 212 but following several successful cruises as privateering officer, he moved
to buy and selt his own vessels, one of his first purchases being a prize schooner 213
Coliins was destined for another round of privateering, during the War of 1812,
becoming the most successful privateer owner in the province and eventually one of the
wealthiest merchants in British Nonth America.

Privateering, especially in the scale of the late 1790s, was bound to distort
different aspects of the economy. Prize goods sometimes flooded the ;narket driving
down prices. Captured flour in Liverpool depressed flour and bread prices in Liverpool
for a whole summer in 1799 Low flour prices from prize sales were also noted in
Halifax 214

In other wars, especially the War of 1812, privateering had a significant negative

impact on shipbuilding, as the market for ship was flooded with cheaply obtained prize

2 perkins Diary, July 12, 1802, IV, p. 400.
2E2Collins frequently captained vessels to the West Indies, Quebec and Newfoundland,

but prior to 1800, they seem to be his father’s vessels, described as “in a schooner of his
father”. Perkins Diary May 13, 1797

3Collins bought the Maria, prize to the Nywiph on Sept 30, 1801. NARG 8 IV, Vol.
42

214} eney, Perkins to Bartlet Bradford, May 28, 1799, Perkins Diary, V. p. 463; Peamish

Murdoch, A History of Nova Scotia. Vol. I1l, (Halifax: James Bames, 1867), p. 129
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vessels. 2! However Nova Scotia did not have a significant export shipbuilding industry
in the late 1790, so the effect was not as dramatic  In Liverpool, where merchants
regularly built ships for thetr own use, there was a pause in shipbuilding while the harbour
was filled with prize ships. However there was considerable work generated for
shipwrights, carpenters and caulkers tn rerigging and refitting privateer vessels in addition
to the two ships (the Wennvorth and the Rever) which were constructed specifically for
privateering.

Shipbuilding resumed quickly when peace returned as mvestors such as Perkins
put money into new vessels, and in these new ships, we can see evidence that privateering
acted as a stimulant for changes in shipbuilding design. The period from 1790 to 1812
was an imporiant one of changes in ship design. The basic eighteenth century vessel,
built mainly for capacity, with broad beam and .  «d bows, gave way to faster sailing
vessels with narrower hulls and sharp bows These changes were pioreered by privateer,
smugghing and slaving vessels 2/® Many of the vessels Nova Scotia privateers captured
were built for blockade running and privateering and doubtlessty embodied many of these
changes, as is evident in the prizes taken by the privateers that were noted for their speed
One in particular, the Caswalidad, taken by the Charles Mary Wentworth, gained quick
attention for her fine lines. She became the subject of a bidding war between Liverpool
and Shelburne privateering owners. Won by Shelburne owners and renamed the Nelverr,

her reputation for speed became an item of Shelbume folklore. 2}7

2B5The decline of shipbuilding duirng prizetaking has been noted by Gwyn, "Economic
Fluctuations tn Wartime”, p. 83 and Charles Aemour and Thomas Lackey, Sailing Ships
of the Marti;i- s, (Toronto: McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 1975), p. 20.

218Howerd Chapelle. The History of the American Sailing Ships, (New York- Bonanza
Books, 1935), p.131.

217 An oral tradition around the Nelson holds that her sharp lines inspired Donald McKay,
the famous designer of clipper ships in the early nineteenth century. The Nefsar's
remarkable lines, visible when hauled out, began the subject of stories for years
afterwards. The stories, and a sketch of her lines, are supposed to have inspired the
young McKay, born in Jordan River near Shelburne in 1810, to someday build sharp ships
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After the influx of these fast prizes in the busiest years of privateering, Simeon
Perkins noticed a change in Queens County yards, a change with which he was not
entirely comfortable with, as can be seen in his remarks on new vessels. "She Looks
rather long and Narrow, and appears to have a very Good Looking Bottom for Sailing...°
and “She is a pritty Looking Vessel, but I think She would be better if She was one foot
wider. & one foot or @ inches deeper "218

Privateer auctions, which demanded cash or short term notes, had an impact on
circulating currency, but opinion is divided. The Acadia Recorder claimed that prize
auctions attracted large amounts of cash to Nova Scotia. However it has also been
suggested that Nova Scotia merchants drained cash out of circulation by holding farge
amounts back to prepare while waiting for prize auctions.Z}? The latter is most likely the
case as during the peak of privateening most of the bidders were Nova Scotizn and did
not represent American hard cash. However the privateer auctions in Liverpeol did
attract circulating currency from the Halifax merchants 220

The trouble with privateering as a business was its volatile and short-lived nature.
Depending on the whim of war or diplomats, the sources of prizes could dry up all too
quickly. However, perhaps one of the more significant indicators of how important it had
become to Liverpool as a supplement to normal commerce, was the continuing attraction

of privateering, even after the court cases of 1801 had sucked the best returns from the

business. In 1805, with the West Indies trade still stagnant and the fisheries suffering

of his own. McKay of eourse, moved to New York and Boston and went on to fame as
the leading designer of clipper ships such as the Flying Clored. This story related by F.F.
Tupper. in his rambling nostalgic tocal history Historic Liverpool, (Liverpool: Advance
Publishing, 1944), while almost certainly apocryphal, tells something about the legacy of
speed that the privateer captures left behind.

218parkins Diary, April 25, 1801, 1V, p. 300; July 10, 1801, IV, p. 316.

21Brian Cuthbertson, The Loyalist Governor: Biography of John Wentworth, (Halifax
Petheric Press, 1983), p. 90.

22perkins notes the welcome arrival of £500 in cash for the privateers on Sept. 14, 1799,
1V p 189 Liverpool privateer auctions accepted credit, but on short terms.
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even further, Simeon Perkins prepared. with realistic expectations for anather
privateering venture. “the Cruize is fikely to turn out it will not be a very Lucrative
Business but in these hard times | am glad to under take any Lawfui Business to Support
my Family & pay my Debts. “22} This search for alternate income. however risky, made

sense in the war-dominated economy of Nova Scotia in the early nineteenth century

2porkins Diary, Aug. 9, 1805, V, p 133,
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Chapter Four Socia? Dimensions to Privateering

The owners of the privateer ship the Charles Mary Wentworth planned to send
her to Halifax on her maiden voyage in August of 1798 to buy some final supplies and to
show her off to their patron, Sir John Wentworth and his son, the ship's namesake.
However despite the political merits of this plan, the crew of the Wennvorth had different
ideas and overruled the owners. Simeon Perkins was forced to write a rather
embarrassed letter to his agent in Halifax.

I Sir John is disappointed that we did vot Send the Ship Charles Mary

Wentworth to Halifax, I must request you to make an apology for the

owners, the difficulty of Regulatmg, & Satisfying a Crew of

Privateersmen newly assembled, is very great, and we were afraid that it

would create Some uneasiness among them “222

The crew of the Wensworth wanted to get the cruise startod as well as avoid any
naval press gangs in Halifax. They had their way and this chapter will explore the
refations behind privateering which permitted a special class of seamen to defy the
designs of their owner and even the governor himself First the backgrounds of people
drawn to privateering will be examined, seeking to rescue them from the generic
descrption of previous historiography which seldom ventured beyond, "a crew of fifty-
five ... mostly fishermen” 223 Secondly the social relations between privateer crews,
officers and owners will be considered. Finally some aspects of the relationship between

privateers and their home commusity will be charted.

2223mmmmmm Vol. V, p. 456, letter Aug. 16, 1798.
223fanet Mulfins, Liverpool Privateering, (Liverpool, N §: Advance Publishing, 1944),
p.2h
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Much of this work follows broadly Marcus Rediker's approach in Between the
Devil and the Deep Blue Sea and offers a comparison between the experience of Nova
Scotia privateers in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century to his findings in the
early eighteenth century. In common with Rediker I hope to ask not just on "what was
done to them” but "what did they do for themselves"2?¥ with a special focus on the social
relations forged by privateers in acts of regotiations and resisiance. A collective
biography approach is also employed with the crew of onre pivateer ship in order to look

at the origins and class distinctions among crew members22®,

The Crew of the Charles Mary Wentworth
The best glimpse of who really sailed in privateers is offered by the crewlist of the

privateer ship, the Charles Mary Wentworth*2% in November of 1799, Crew lists are
uncommon for this period, but two Nova Scotian privateer rolls survive, one from the
Wennworth of Liverpool and one from the Nelson of Shelburme  (See apperdix.) They
provide an opportunity to study a microscopic cross section of the privatecring
community.

As Liverpool was the major privateering pott in Nova Scotia, the Wenhvorii crew
has been singled out for a study in some detail. The Charles Mary Wentworth was
custom built for privateering in 1798 by a group of privateer investors (Simeon Perkins,

Snow Parker, Foseph Barss, Hallet Collins, and Joseph Freeman) who were central to the

223 Marcus Rediker, Between The Devil and the Deep Blue Sea (New York: Cambridge
University Press, [987)p. 7.

225Fhis approach influenced by Eric Sager, Seagoing Labour and more directly Det
Muise, “Iron Men? Yarmouth's Seagoing Workforce in Tradition, I871-1921", Jack Tar
in History, p. 247-269.

225The ( arles Mary Wentworth was named after the son and patron of Neva Scotia's
privateers, Governor John Wentworth. Charles and Mary Rockingham were the child's
godparents in Britain. The privateer’s owners were not happy when Weatworth
suggested the name as Charles Mary was a quiet and sickly child, but they could hardly

say no. Perkins Diary July 31, 1798, IV, p. 111



activity in Liverpool from the American Revolution through to the War of 1812, She
made five cruises to the Caribbean capturing ten prizes until larger and faster ships such
as the Rover and [nke of Kent replaced her as she grew older and leakier. While small
compared to navat warships, at 130 tons, she was a fuil rigged ship and considersably
larger than the schooner privateers of the War of 1812.

Backgroeund of Crew

Thomas Raddall used the crewlist of the Charles Mary Wentworth 10 mspire
characters in his novel, Pride's Fancy He imagined a privateer captain signing up his
crew:

I had expected some difficulty in filling my roll, for war was a dangerous
business after all and the Carbides a very far cry from home, but men cameina
steady trickle all day iong. Some of them surprised me - Shanks, the schoolmaster
was one ...

| did not have to look far for a cook; Black Boston was there, grinning all over
his broad black face, and with a Negro youth, a nephew of his to be hts mate. For
botswain I took Michael Brady, the giant Irishman who had drifted into Gosport
from a man-o'-war and taken up with a Portugee woman on the back road ... In two
days and three parades I had my crew, eighty men and boys, some of them sailors
familiar with the Caribbee trade before the war, some of them fishermen, and the
remainder lumters, foggers, men of every trade known to the river and the town.
Mr. Pride [the owner] himself had chosen the prize masters amongst them, half a
dozen trading captains out of a berth since 94, most of them older men than I and
none too pleased to call me captain.zz

Raddall substituted imaginary names and expressed some dated stercotypes but he
identified several fundamental characteristics of the age, ethnicity and occupations of
typical Liverpool privateers. To begin with community of origin, the Wennworth crewlist
reveals that a network of small coastal communities drew together in privateering,

227Thomas Raddall, Pride's Fancy, (Garden City, N.J.: Doubleday, 1946), p. 125-126
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Chartes Mary Wentworth Crew: Hometowns

Unknown (16.7%)

Halifex (24%) 4
Asnapalis Valley (2 4%%)

Yarmouth (3.6%) Liverpool (44.0%)

Lurenburg Co. {(8.3%)

Shetburne Co. (4.8%) f

Liverpool Qutports (17.9%)

Maost, about 60 per cent were from Liverpool itself, or more accurately the
network of small villages that made up Liverpool township, inchiding the fishing village
of Herring Cove and the upriver timber village, The Falls. (See Map i} A further
extension of the network took in nearby outports of Queens County such as Port
Medway and Port Mouton.  Lunenburg County communities account for a substantial
share, but Shelbume does not, probably because Shelbure had its own privateer, the
Nefson. Yarmouth and the Annapolis Valley contribute a handfis!.

While the crew of the (harfes Mary Wemnworth was overwhelmingly drawn from
this network of coastal Nova Scotian communities, a minority, probably most of the
unidentified 20 per cent, were deawn from the very diverse pool of international seamen
who circulated around the North Atlantic. Perkins records a dozen such unidentified men
amiving from Halifax to join the Liverpool privateers in 1799 and describes one crew as
being made up of “men of all Ages & Countries” 228 Specific examples iffustrate the
diverse erigins of this part of the crew. The Wentworth's logbook and crewlist directly

identifies one man as Spanish and another as from Antigua. A scaman on the Rover

228perking Diary Nov. 25, 1799, IV, p.200 ("men of all ages and countries”); Jure 13,
1769, IV, p.171 (Halifax recruits).



named John Williams, was an African mariner who had worked on US vessels voyaging
to Haiti before joining the privateer and settling in Liverpool 2% Several seamen from
captured American vessels joined Liverpool privateers following their capture. French
and Spanish prisoners of war in Halifax were sought as translators 2% Translators and

extea hands were also hired in small numbers from Caribbean island such as St Kitts and
Antigua,

Charies Mary Wentwerth: Ethnic Groups

German (4.1%}
African {12.2%%)

i

Scotlish (4.1%) -

i

Loyalist (4.1%)

Looking at ethaic origin, most of the crew, and alf of the officers except one,

were descendants of New England Planters.2*! The Irish are the next largest identifiable

229National Archives RG 8 IV 35 Perkins Diary Feb 27,1799, IV, p.151.

13T he Duke of Kent signed on a translator at St. Kitts, 1799 National Archives MG 23
H7, letter Aug. 12. The owners of the Nelson mstructed their Halifax agents to find: "A
linquister who understands Spanish & English is to be got in the Prison Ship sent bound
to this vessel or in 3 weeks” PANS MG 1 Vol. 951 White Collection Item 636, letter
Oct. 2, 1799

231 And as most geneologists will eagerly assert, many of the Planter names are

descendents from the Plymouth Colony {The Pilgrims), but the majority of Liverpool
Planters came from several New England locations.
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group, making up a large propertion of the Marine squad on board. Many appear to have
drawn from the unsuccessful settlement of New Dublin at Petite Riviere.

A significant number of the privateers were African. The fogbook mentions that
the fifer, Stmon Tetany, was "a Black man” hired in Antigua  $ames Hammilton, cook's
mate, is very likely the same James Hammilton that Simeon Perkins names in his diavy as
a Black man from Port Mouton 232 One deckhand, simply identified as Francis, has a
name shared by several Mikmaq and Black families in the Liverpool area ¥} Joseph
Eley, Peter Brown and David Luke are not positively identified but also bear surnames of
Black families in the Shelburne/Birchtown area. Several other members of the crew have
names that were shared by both Black and White families (Miles, McCleod and Daizy) on
she South Shore.23* Thus it appears Afiican privateers account for somewhere between
two and ten per cent of the crew of the Charles Mary Wentmworeth.  Afticans made up
about 18 per cent of American privateer crews in the War of 1812 Although it has been
noted that Afiicans in the nineteenth century were relegated to jobs not deemed
masculine or dignified enough for white men, such as cooking, the Afiican crew
members on the Charfes Mary Wenmworth occupy a wide range of positions from
specialised trades like translation and music, to able seamen, to the subordinate roles of
cook and "boy" 23% Africans would continue to make a up sizeable proportion of
Liverpool privateer vessels in 1812-1814, when many Black War of 1812 refugees, such

as the Croxton and Gaskins families, served as privateers 23 Most of the positively

anelﬁﬂS Dhary June 28 1792; Sept 12 1801, IV, p.331

2337 8. Smith Collection, PANS, Reel 14945

B4pPavid States, a historian at Parks Canada researching Black mariners, kindly assisted
with this identification.

235Dye, Ira "Physical and Social Profile of Early American Seafarers, 1812-1815", Jack
Tar in History, Ed: Colin Howell & Richard Twomey, (Fredericton: Acadiensis Press,
1991), p. 230; Margaret S. Creighton, "American Mariners and the Rites of Manhood”
Jack Tar in History, p. 151.

236Mullins, Some Liverpool Chronicles, p.28.



identified Afiican privateers such as James Hammilton were "Free Blacks" as opposed to
staves. Ironically one several occastons they would have participated, and benefited from,
the capture of cargoes that included fellow Afficans in stavery
Also of interest, are two names, Low and Francis, which were shared by both

African and Mikmagq families in the Liverpool area. Simeon Perkins also mentions 2 man
ramed Bigto, "an Indian from Port Jolly”, in connection with the privateer schooner [ord
Sperrcer 237 While the evidence is not corclusive, Mi'kmags service in privateers would
make sense, given both the proximity of a band of Mikmags living in Queens County, as
well as a distinctly sea-going heritage of the Mi'kmags in general, and of the "Cape Sable”
Mikmags in particular, who had earlier in the eighteenth century, a formidable reputation

of as sea raiders 28

Organization

The organizationai arrangement to the crew lists to the Charles Mary Wennvorth
and Nefsor tells us a great deal about work and life on privateer ships. The crew were
assigned naval ranks instead of the normal positions of the merchant satlor ranks (First
Licutenant instead of First Mate, for example). Privateers by tradition used military
ranks. This was pariially demanded by the very different nature of fighting as opposed to
merchant voyaging which required a complex and specialized reporting and command

structure 2% However, beyond the practical, there seems to have been a social reason

2¥7perkins Diary . Mar. 19. 1800, IV, p.218. Bigto arvived with a letter from a prize to
the Lord Spercer that had arrived at Port Hebere. He may have been a Spencer privateer
on his way home, or simply a messenger.

2¥Micmacs captured at least 80 vessels English vessels between 1713 and 1760, and this
is probably a low estimate Olive Dickason, "Louisbourg and the Indians: A Study in
Imperial Race Relations 1713-1760", History and Archeology #6. (Ottawa: Parks
Canada, 1976), p. 74-75. For a case study of one seizure, and Micmac-New England
relations, see Bill Wicken, "26 Augnst 1726, Acadiensis, Vol 23 (Autumn 1993), p. 5-
22

23%Starkey. British Privateering. p.44.
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for the naval flavour of these privateering vessels. The ¢ farfes Mary Henpvordh's first
Captain, Joseph Freeman, had a reputation for closely replicating Roval Navy practices,
right down to copying naval uniforms 23¢ This was probably kinked to a desire for
respectability on the pait of the privateers, in the same way that the privateer vessels were
almost all named after important militacy and political leaders.  This was especially
importam in gaining, authority, respect and co-operation from the navy

The military hierarchy adopted by the Wennvorth and Nelvor contamed many
intricate layers. Aside from the senior officers - which tncluded three levels of
Licutenants, Sailing Master. and Doctor - the Charles Mary: Wennsorth also had a wide
range of petty officers. Some were in charge of military trades: Gunner and Armourer,
while others made up links in a complex change of command and supervision, stretching
from the Lieutenants, masters, boatswain and on down to the topmen, the senjor scamen
who supervised the seamen assigned to different parts of the deck (aftercastle, waist ete )
and rigging (foremast top, mainmast top etc ! The specialized skills possessed by
these men were an essential, but often overlooked aspect to a successful privateer vessel.
While Alexander Godfrey was given credit for the Rover’s remarkable victory over three
Spanish warships in 1800, many in his hometown believed it was the dextenity of his

gunner Ebenezer Harrington, who carried the day 242

HONyltins, p. 28.
2315 “How-To" guide on the osganization of a privateer crew was written by merchant
and privateer captain, William Hutchinson, A Treatise on Practical Seamanship,
(Liverpool, W. Hutchinson, 1777), pp. 159-187  His ideas are summarized with other
examples in Starkey, British Privateering, pp. 42-44. Thomas Raddall's novel, Pride’s
Eancy, (New York: Deubleday, 1946), pp. 145-146, contains many perceptive
observations and vivid description of the organization of a privateer's crew
242} ycius Dexter, History of Brooklyp, p.13. Cited in T B Smith Collection, PANS MG
} Vol. 817-863, item1201 micro 14946
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Hierarchy of the Crew of the Charles Mary Wentworth
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SOURCES: Denived from the crewdists of the C M. Wentnorth (PANS MG26/215/H0) und the Nelsan
(PANS MGLEAS51/735 and the kind assistance of Graham McBrde. curator. Martime Muscum: of the

Atlantic.
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Although not spelled out in the lists, the seamen would have been further divided
into two watches, or shifls, rotating at four hour intervals. Certain crewmembers, called
“idters" by the secamen were excepted from the watches. These include the large
contingent of marines onhoard the Wenavarth. Marines were sea-going soldiers  They
were armed with the ship's muskets and the Wennvorth's log often describes them
cleaning, repairing and exercising with their small arms. They wore uniforms from the
Queens County Militia, and were often picked for being good shots.2** While marines
did not stand watches, they would assist with heavy tasks such as pumping and capstan
hauling, but did not po aloft to work sails as they were usually "landsmen”, rather than
skilled scamen A contingent of marines was a distinctive feature of a privateer vessel,
and even the smaller privateers of this pertod, such as the schooner Lord Spencer, carried
a company of marines. Serving as a marine was often an entry into the world of sea-skills
for a fandsmar. Fhe majonity of the Irish on the Charles Mary Wennvorth were found in
the marine company. This likely reflects their fabour background, being recently arrived
settiers who had not established themselves as fishermen or mariners as the New England
Planters had succeeded in doing over several generations. Marines were also sometimes
employed as a ship's police, a function no doubt aided by their ethnic and occupational
distinctiveness from the seamen 2t

The large size of the crew is clear from this list. A merchant ship of this size (130
tens) could be sailed with a dozen men, but the Charles Mary Wennworrh has eighty-two.

A privateer vessel, especially at the start of a cruises, was a crowded place, as many extra

3 og of the Wentworth, Dec. @, Dec 14, Dec. 24,1799, Jan. 4, 1800; Raddall, The
Rover. 28
3N A M Rodgers, The Wooden World, p. 28. Capt. Bligh cited the lack of marines on
the Bmmty as one resson for the ﬁimous mutiny. Greg Dening, Mr._Bligh's Bad

S e Bount {Cambndge Cambridge
Umvers:ty Prass,. !?92), p. 20 A talkatwe seaman discussing prize business was silenced
by a marine aboard the ke of Kemr. NA RG 8 1V Vol 33 "L'August-St. Michael”.
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hands were needed to storm enemy decks in a boarding operation, but more importantly
to provide extra crews, calted “prize crews”, to take captured ships back to Liverpool.
Bitter was the captain who had to pass up a prize because his crew was teo small to spare
a prizecrew!2¥3 Thus the Charles Mary Wennvorth not only ists many extea seamen but
alse extra captains, called prizemasters, who would command the captured ships  The
prizemasters were an odd part of the ship's hierarchy There seem to have been two
types. Sonie prizemasters, such as Lodowick Harrington, also served as sentor officers
and are designated on court Jocuments as "Licut & Prizemaster” Others had little
authority until they were assigned a prize and seem to have been equal to petty
officers 24¢

It ts interesting to compare the classes aboard the pavateer ship with the classes
ashore in Liverpool and Queens County. The privateer ranks closely reflected the class
divisions ashore. A politax taken just before the war, in 1792, provides a useful measure
of the class structure of Queens County, listing the tax assessment of every male, and
their occupations.2¥7 At the top were a group of seven merchants, the same men who
held most of the government appointments in Liverpool. A sort of subordiate ruling
class were the IS sea captains of Liverpool, who were mostly the sons and brothers of the
top merchants. The county's middle class, about 20 per cent, was divided roughly equally

between tradesmen, mosily woodworkers, and owners of small fishing boats  About 70

245This problem plagued some British privateers in the American Revolution, Starkey.
Bntish Privatecring. p. 239. The Bermuda privateer captain Hezekiah Frith, missed four
French prizes for the same reason in 1794 Jean de Chantal Kennedy, Frith of Bermuda,
{Hamilton: Bermuda Books, 1964), p. 53.

246National Archives RG 8 IV, Vol. 39. Prizemasters on the Nefson received petty officer
equivient shares. PANS MG ! Vol. 951 #735.

237The politax was taken in both 1791 and 1792 10 reduce provincial debt. While
omitting women, men under 21 and probably not recording many Africans and transtent
iabourers, it is our best empirical measure of Liverpool society for this era, given the lack
any detailed census for Liverpool after 1787 and before 1827 PANS RG | Vol 444 172
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per cent of mer were not listed with an occupation, but were assessed at the basic rate, of
one shilling, indicating they were labourers

By and targe. the ranks aboard a privateer ships closely mirrored these divisions
onfand The owners of the ¢ karles Mary Wenmwaorth compnsed five of the seven
merchants of the town  The officers were mostly drawn from the famities of merchants,
specifically those listed as sea captains in the polltax. The petty officers on the
Wentwarth mostly come from the small fishing boat owners or tradesmen and the seamen
and marines were drawn from those assessed as labourers.

Other distinctions emerge when the background of the officers are considered
separately from the whole crew  The officers were drawn exclusively from Liverpool
township itself The one exception is the marine officer, Benjamin Knaut from
Lunenburg, who married the daughter of one of the owners and moved to Liverpool.
This pattem of officers drawn exclusively from Liverpool was repeated in other privateers
such as the Dwke of Kent, the Rover and the Nymph  One of the few genuine outsiders
who served as an officer was John Galvin, an 2x-Royal Navy officer shipwrecked from
HMS L« Tribune. However his first and last cruise ended i acrimony, moving from a
violent argument with the captain to death threats against the other officers and a
challenge to a duel. Other members of the crew sympathized, but he clearly did rot fit in
with the Liverpool officer/merchant class, and leff town 218

One of the most noticeable distinctions between officers and seamen were family
connections, especially those connected to the owners of the privateer. For example, the
captain of the Wenmworth, Thomas Parker, was a brother of one of the ship's owners,
Snow Parker. The first officer, Enos Collins, was the son of another owner, Hallet

Collins. Nathan Tupper's father was afso an owner of the ( Trarles Mary Wenmvortl's

H8perkins Diary Dec 17, 1798, IV, p.139; Jan. 12, 23-26, 1799, IV, pp.143-146.
CGalvin did have sympathy outside the privateer officer corps. Perkins mentions that
“many people” in Liverpool took his side.




sister ship, the ke of Kenr.  The marine officer, married one of Hallet Collins'
daughters.

Age also separated officers from the seamen. Most afficers were in their late
twenties to early 30s while most of the crewhands were in their early 205 The petty
officers and prizemasters were shightly older on average with some mea in their late 40s
such as Ebenezer Harrington and Samuet Kinney Perhaps mast noticeably, there was a
sizeadle contingent of boys from 10 to 16 years old. Boys commonly went to sea in
Liverpool at 15 or 16, learning their trade as junior crew members, cook's helpers or
cabin boys on larger ships.24? However class distinctions are hinted at even among this
younger generation.  Samuel Parker, 15, was the son of one of the owners and listed as
"Stewart” and later became a sea captain and cargo supervisor Benjamin Caboon. 14,
the son of an Irish seaman ts listed as "Cabin Boy" and temained a seaman and fisherman
for the rest of his life

Beyond the occupations histed m the politax, it is possibly to consider the career
paths of privateersmen, through the diaries of Simeon Perkins and genealogical research
in Liverpool. The accupation of captain. or master marnner. in the West ladies or New
England trade was shared by all the senior officers  They later followed career paths in
two directions. Some, such as fohn Goreham continued as captains  Others like
Benjamin Knaut and Enos Collins scttled on land as ship owners, public office holders
Enos Collins later amassed an erormous fortune i ships, trade and investment to be
acclaimed upon his death in 1871 as the “richest man in British North America "2 The
personal privateering fortunes of several privateer owner/officers such as Joseph
Freeman, Joseph Barss, Snow Parker and Enos Collins, latd the foundation of several

Liverpool political dynasties that dominated the town's politics for the next twenty years

249Thomas Raddall, Research Notes on Joseph Barss, Raddall Collection Dathousie
University, MS 2 202 Q1.
250Dicii : Vol. X, p. 190.



97

For the first time these men ended Liverpoof's use of absentee Halifax members of the
legistature 251
However, money and mobility did not automatically come to all privateer

officers, despite their connections te the vessel's owners (onsider Benjamin Collins. A
cousin of privateer owner Hallet Collins, he rose up the rank from officer in 1799, to First
Lieutenant in 1800, and finally captain of the Raver in 1803. However, on his first and
last cruise, he made several rash seizures of neutral ships with little evidence and landed
the Liverpool privateering community in hot water. Collins fost his privateering
commission. He started over as a captain of a fishing schooner and white he eventually
returned to the West Indies trade_ he attained none of the public office of peers such as
Benjamin Knaut or of wealth like Enos Collins 2*2

The seamen were almost evenly split in the specialization of their labour
backgrounds (See appendix C). Based on the Simeon Perkins diary and polltax entries, a
third had served as seaman on either coastal or deep-sea ships. A third had fishing
backgrounds and a third had worked in forestry, either in sawmills or the forests. The
prominence of forestry workers is interesting. It may reflect a greater role of timber in
Liverpool's economy than many have assumed. Most of the woods workers and some of
the fishermen were emploved at different times by Simeon Perkins and probably reflect
his direction of wagc labourers from sawmill and forest to privateer ship he also owned.

Most of the seamen and marines would continue in these occupations after their

privateer service. A few went on to own small boats or captain fishing schooners. Many

23!Brian Cutherbertson. Johany Bluenose at the Polls, (Halifax: Formac, 1994), p.181-
182,

282For basic information on Benjamin Collins, see PANS T.B. Smith Coll. MG 1 Vol.
837-38, Mfin 14945 RG 8 IV Vol. 31, Vol. 44; Perkins Diary Oct. 30, 1800; Sept. 28,
1805; Letter Wentworth to Bond, April 6, 1804, PRO CO 217 Series A37 Mfin 13869;

More History of Queens Co, p.193.
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continued to serve on privateers into the War of 1812 where some. such as John Gardner
and John Morine, advanced to become petty officers and prize masters =**

The working class success story of the crew has to be Francis Kempton
Kempton came from a meagre economic background His father, although one of the
first settfers of Liverpool and a veteran who had served under Wolfe at Quebec, was
described by Perkins as a “poor labourer"2%¥ who worked in the woods  He and his son
were assessed under the politax at the lowest rate of one shilling. Kempton, however,
was able to use the opporntunity of privateering to break through from labouring in
forests to becoming an offk: er and later captain and ship owner following his privateer
service  Kempton provided history with one of the few voices of lower-deck privawer
identity, describing himself

Frarcis Kempiront i my nam

Seamarn is my stasheont

Nova Scotia is my dwelen plas

And Inglawd is my nashen ? 58

However Kempton's success was an exception  John Monine and William
Dolliver are more representative of typical privateers. Morine built a small fishing
schooner following his service as a privateening seaman  In following years was lured as
a coastal schooner captain and had an active War of 1812 privateering career as a
prizemaster. William Dolliver was seaman before the war, he was still working as a
labourer in between privateering veyages, alithough he was able to buy a smalt fishing
boat by the end of his privateering adventures in 1805 250

There was at least one father-and-son team {Samuel and Samuel Kinney Jor ) and

many pairs of brothers. {fohn & Stephen Gardner, John & Prince GGoreham, Lodowick &

Z33gnider, Under the Red Jack, index.

254periins Diary Vol 1. p. 70.
255Thomas Raddall, In My Time (Toronto: McCleliand and Stewart, 1976) p. 223

256perkins Diary (Morine) May 23, June 3, 1804, IV, p 35, 37 ; Snider, Under the Red
Iack, p. 228, 231, 241. (Dolliver) Perkins Diary, May 8, 1805, IV, p 111,
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Benjamin Harrington, Daniel & John Morine, fames & John Mcleod ) Interestingly the
two families that have members among both the seamen and among the officers are those
with a long history of privateering. the Harringtons and the Freemans.

Wormen were often present at sea in small numbers in naval vessels of this period,

but there is no convincing proof of women serving aboard a Nova Scotia privateer 237

However privateering was very muchs a family venture | as evidenced by the many father-
son-brother teams aboard the ¢ harley Mary Wenmworrh, and this included the female
members of family who stayed ashore. Women played a critical role while mafe members
of households were at sea  They surface regularly in the records as managing affairs for
absent husbands For example, Hannah Hunter negotiated the sale of a quarter of her
husband's privateer share while he was at sea. no doubt to provide money for her famify
untit his ship came in 258 Rebecca Irish of Halifax took a group of privateer owners to

court in 1806 seeking her late husband's share of cruise 2%

2q7F<)1r discussion of women in the navy. see Lewis, A Social Historv of the Navy. p. 280-
287 as well as Peter Kemp, The British Sailor, A Soctal History of the Lower Deck,
(L.ondon } M Dent 1970), p.167-171.

References to women in privateering literature are rare. The mutinous crew of
the British privateer King George, alleged in 1779 that their unpopular captain took two
prostitutes to sea with him. Starkey, Botish Privateering. p. 227. A woman disguised as
a man was discovered abeard a privateer from Liverpool, England, earlier in the century,
Gomer Williams,. History of the Liverpool Privategrs, p.201.

The closest thing to an reference to female privateers in Liverpool is one reference
in Simeon Perkins' diary, Oct. 17, 1801, IV, p 340, "A Capersue Schooner armrives from
Halifax. Capt Stephen Smith, Capt. Thomas Bumnaby, & Mr David Barss, with their
wives, Mr_ John Bold Howell, & Giden Vacemburg, all lately of the Privateer Ship
General Bowyer." Whiile a generous reading could interpet this as meaning the Mrs.
Smith. Burnaby and Barss were on board the Ceneral Bowyer, it much more likely refers
to the frequent wisit of Liverpool women to Halifax where they joined husbands, made
social rounds and saw relatives.
238Receipt from Hannah White Dec. 31, 1800, PANS White Coll. MG 1 Vol. 951 #646.
T$INA RG 8 4 Vol. 33 "The Brutus®. Unfortunately the owner argued, apparently
successfully that, as the ownership of the privateer had changed, they were not lisble.
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While 1t is unlikelv women served aboard Nova Scota privateers, the vessels
themselves present some interesting gender issues  Almost all of the predatory prvateers
were named after important men. Duke of Aeni, Lord Spencer. General Bewver, Admral
Nelson and the Charles Mary Wentworth (named after the Lt Governor's son ) The
prizes they captured were in majority named after women {e.x. Abrgestf, Josephene, Nelly
and the very common Spanish shiprame. Nostra Seigriore Del Carmerr)  Armed
merchant trading ships however, retatned female names such as Fleza, Jone and Provicess
Ameliea 20

Curiously, while owners ashore like Simeon Perkins mostly used the term

"privateecsman”, the logbook of the Charfes Mary Wennvorth consistently uses pender
neutrat language and collective language with the terms "hands” and "the people” instead
ot “men" whenever the activities of the crew are described This collective language has
also been noted in fogbooks of navy mutineers at the Nore in 1767 20!

The hierarchy of Liverpool privateer vessels were reflected in their physical
layout Matching the description of features in [etters and diaries, it seems fikely the
Charles Mary Wentworth, the ke of Kent, the Nvmph and the Nelvor followed the

basic layout of a New England designed privateer of the late cighteenth century 202 The

2604 debate exists over why female ship names have traditionally predominaied One
point of view suggests male sailors transfer the femine side of their identity to their
vessels. Another suugests female names avoid unacceptable male-male relfationships
between man and ship. Trevor Kenchington, "The Names of Nova Scottan Fishing
Boats", Nothern Manner, Vol V, No 2, (April 19933 p. I8

261 30seph P Moore "The Greatest Enormity That Prevails- Direct Democracy and
Workers Self Management in the British Naval Mutinies of 1797", Jack Tar in History. p
94.

262The best discussion of privateer design is found in Howard Chapelte, The History of
American Sailing Ships (New York: Bonanza Books, [935), p 130-i76. The United
States was a driving force of privateering design at this time and built many of the ships
used by the French and Spanish, including prizes which were converted to Nova Scotian
privateers, the Nymph, the Brusns, and Nelsor, and probably the /uke of Kent Snider's
Under the Red Jack, p. 56-58, and Rad.all's Peide's Fancy, p. 81-84, also explore the
layout and accommodation aboard a privateer.
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larger of these privateer vessels, in the 130 to 200 ton range. although only half the size
of a naval frigate, resembled “frige.es in miniature™ with a full length gundeck, a quarter
deck, and stern galleries Living quanters differed radically from merchant ships and,
following na* y practice, vividly expressed the ship's hierarchy

Living arrangements on Royal Navy sailing vessels have been well eolored by
nautical historians 263 Matching their findings with privateer details from the
Wentwerth's fcgbook, a useful outiine of who lived where can be constructed  The
captain was quartered at the very stern, with the only windows on the ship and directly
over the powder magazine and drink focker. giving him direct control of those two
explosive commodities Forward of his quarters lived the semior officers, prizemasters
and senior petty officers in a windowfess warren of canvas and wooden partitions
surrounding a small common eating space, the wardroom. It was a small space, that
became smaller still in bad weather when cannons were sometimes stored there 2™ The
crew's quarters, the forecastle, were towards the bow  In merchant ships the seamen's
quarters were separated from the officers by the large cargo hold and located in froat of
the foremast "Before the mast."2%% is how Simeon Perkins often signed on seamen

However the large number of privateer seamen required special arrangements 20¢ The

*»IMany books have heen written about the anatomy of sailing ships, but most are on the
technical side, and deal with very large ships of the line  An innovative and speculative
consideration of living space and power relations on the Bouny is offered by Greg
Dening, in Mr. Bligh's Bad Language. p 19-23. N.AM Rodgers’, The Wooden Worid,
pp 61-68 is valuable as it considers living conditions on smaller, privateer sized,
warships, although perhaps somewhat optimistically and from an earlier period (1740-
1777). Michael Lewis relates in detail the relationship between ship's hierchy and living
condittons in A Social History of the Navy 1793-1815, (London: George Alfen & Unwin,
1900) pp.228-278. Similfar, afthough less analytical is Peter Kemp, The British Sailor; A
Social History of the Lower Deck, {London: 1M DPent 1970), p.167-171.

263 oghook and crewlist of the Charles Mary Wentworth Dec. 7, 1799, PANS MG 20
Vol 215

263perkins Diagy Nov. 22 1798, IV, p.135.

26614 fact, according to Graham McBride a curator a1 the Maritime Museum of the
Atlantic, one of the men on the Fenmwordl's crew list, the forecastieman, had the specific
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seamen’s quarters spread aft, into the area normally occupied by the hold, but not necded
as privateers carried little cargo other than their own stores ™7 Privateers displaced the
cargo and pushed their boundaries towards the otficers. in effect bluening the usual
clearcut separation of living arrangements Topmen and tower petty oflicers taok the
more secure births. The cable tiers. where the anchour cable was stored. were mrich
sought after 20%

At the very bottom of the ship's hierarchy. at sea. were Spanish and French
prisoners as well as sfaves (carried as cargo). taken from captured enemy shipr ¥ They
would be quartered in the hold or a makesift brig under the forecastle at the lowest level
of the ship Whole barrels of handcuffs were sometimes taken to sea to confine prisoners
However privateers often alfowed co-operative prisoners, or those in small coough
numbers, freedom of the ship 27 In any case, prisoners were seldom aboard for long, as
they took up precious space and even more precious provisions At the first epportunity
prisoners would be released on shore, or given a small captured boat  Only a handii,
one or two per captured enemy ship, would be held 1o testity for the Admiralty Court
back in Nova Scotia. Slaves were sold at the first opportunity on Canbbean Istands such

as St Kites 27}

— —————— e e e e e -

duty of looking atter the crew accomodation in the forecastle

267¢ K.} Snider, Under the Red Jack. 57 Snider describes the layout of a smabler War
of 1812 privateer in some detail

268} ewis, Social History of the Navy, p. 270

28%Slaves were captured on at least four occasions Mar 20, 1800, IV, p 219, Mar 25,
1801, IV, p 294 At one point, Captain Joseph Freeman wrote Simeon Perkins in that he
had thirty staves on board worth £3000 Simeon Perkins Disry Aug 9, 1805, V, p 132
270M7ultins, Chronicles. p. 17, Privateer and merchant captain William Hutchinson
offered sensible advice on freeing prisoners with precautions in, Treatise in Seamanship,
p. 188.

27t Thomas Parker letter, Dec 24, 1799, National Archives MG 23 317 Vol |
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Risks and Reward

So here Fane oy twenty firse sCar
[t's becn siy voars stnee we saited aamn.
And | past made Halifax vesterday

CGiodd damn them atl! | was told.

we'd cruse the seas for Amenenn gold
We'd fire no gunst Shed no tears?

But ['m a broken man on 3 Habifay prer
The fast of Barectt's Pruateers * 12

Stan Rogers’ song Barreit's Privaicers has created the strongest popular image of
privatecring today Its theme of betrayal of innocence and broken promises has been
cited by some histonians,_ such as J M Bumsted in The Atlantic Region to Confederation.
as proof that privateer crews received almost nothing while bearing all the risks of the
trade 271 ‘This is in contrast to Marcus Rediker's Marxist interpretation that privateering
offered eighteenth century sailors a rare and. refative to low merchant wages. more
equitable share in a ship’s earnings  An examination of the rewards versus the risks of
privateering tn Nova Scotia indicates that seamen did assunve harsh risks but were

succeeded in reapmyg awards beyond their normal prospects

Risk
Let us first look at how privatecr crews fared in the most basic return of all ---
getting home alive  Between 500 and 1000 men shipped out of Liverpool on privateers

between 1793 and 1805 27* Their losses as recorded by Simeon Perkins were.

272gtan Rogers, "Barrett's Privateers” Fogarty Cove (Dundas, On: Fogarty Cove Music.
1977 Rogers skillfully evoked many details of privateer life but his song is based on an
imaginary episode with some 1960s anti-war sentiment added. No Nova Scotia privateer
ever suffered the same disaster in battle, sunk by one shot with almost alt hands, as did
Barrett's "Antelope”.

273 } A Bumsted. “Resettfement and Rebeffion”. The Atlantic Region to Confederation,
Ed J Rewd and P Buckner, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994) p. 171

I This is a very approximate estimate. Six Liverpool privateers made nineteen cruises in
this time, but the turnover rate is unclear  The most who went to sea at any one time was
240 on November of 1799 when the Charles Mary Wennvarth, Duke of Kent, & Lord



DATE
1799

1¥00

1803
1805

VESSEL

14

LOSSES

March ¢ M Weptwerth Thomas Roberts & prizocrow lostat s in prese by

March C M Wentworth Navy deserter prossed & tovapiured

May 29 C M Wennorth George Forbes Virghan dies ashore after sechomime siffoat

Julv 7 C M Wonmwortht One crewnun pressed by (osate HMS Castor

July 17 C M. Wonworth Nathar Freemum kittod attackmg Spamsh fornt

Laic Juh C M Wenmworth Thos Freeman & § crew captured s Hautans. escape it pressed

Aug Nebon
Sept
e 29 Lord Spencer
Dec 24 Nelsan

Several killed & woundod artacksng X0 pun Fromch merchant sfup

C M. Wentnorth Sickness aboard  Peter Frude dies. ¢ athers sk

Three woundod m fight with Fronch prateer
Battle suith Frenpch prvateer I dead. S woimdoed

Jan 15 € M WenmorthHMS La Uity peesses tune men
Feb 1 C M WeamorthTranslator Peter Brown sichens. kelt ashore

Febo
Mar Lord Spencer
June 8 Duke of Komi
July Fraacis Man
Sept 7 Duke of Kent
Scpt.  Eagle

Pec 15 Duke of Kem
New Rover

June 10 Puke of Kemt

June B} Duke of Kemt
Juh Dukc of Kent
Aug. 3 Dukeof kent

Summary: Battle Deaths 10

Lost at Sea 7

C M. WentnorthSparish overpower prizecrew mgurterg Sam Nentiey & Mathen Dy

Vessel wrocked on reef. cron all smed by Nebson

Prezemaster Janes Hopkins sickens dhes in St John NB

Crew of 40 faken by Spamish. exchanged. prossed tn HMS Sanrspertd
HMS Nerted presses ¢ men

Captured In Spamish Frgate with crow of abont 5o

fohn Humic fost overboatd

Prizecrew jaled i US for tlepat caprure

Spanish oserpowet prizeceen Rifling | aeanan captarmp P an
Burnam who dics e fad

Spansh eapture prececrew of 10 men urder Bunpmun Coflins
Wiltiam Atwood pressed

HMS Jason presses Andrew Latle. Mch Waters. Jolin Ven

Buttle Injuries 10
Deaths while impressed 13

Taken prisoncr 112
Impressed 77

Sickpess Deaths' 4 Serious Sickness 44

These nuimbers probably slightly under-report the [osses as they are mainly drawn
from Perkins Diary, which detailed as it was. tended to focus on the nierchant/ofticer
class of Liverpoot. However no large or senious occurrence of death, sickness of mjury
was likely to be ignored by Perkins, and the picture that emerges is not one of large
blcody battles, but instead a steady string of smallt tragedies in shott but violent
confrontations in the Caribbean

Most battle losses wers light as privateer attacks usually involved attacks on

lightly armed merchant ships. Some sharp battles were fought with French privatcers and

Spencer sailed together
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Spanish naval vessels but weather and sailing allowed the Nova Scotian vessels to emerge
mostly unscathed One bloodbath engagement was fought by the privateers in this
petiod. when the Kener was cornered by a Spanish naval schooner and two gunboats in
1800 Even through the muted translation of interrogated Spanish prisoner Valentine
Aguira, one can catch glimpses of blood stained decks

There were a grea. many men kifled in the schooner Santa Rita that were
thrown overbeard tn the action and several remained dead on the deck
when the schooner was taken. He does not know how many were killed
in the ginboats but supposes there must have been a good many as they
were much exposed to the fire of the Brig Rover? ™

However this level of carnage was atypical A more common example of the
violence faced by privateers was the retaking of a Spanish prize in 1805 It was descnbed
by the prizemaster, Thomas Burnaby, whe died of his wounds a few days after writing
this letter

I took possession of the launch and at 8 in the evening was working up to
the schooner, and while in stays the Spaniards hove the man that was with
me overboard, while I was weunded in the head with by a musket and
they retook the faunch I endeavoured to persuade them to pick up the
man Patrick Ryan, who was struggling in the water.  This they refused to
do but continued to beat and bruise me 270

The Nova Scotia privateers were relatively free of deadly sickness. considenng
tney were operating in the Caribbean where malana and vellow fever were a senous risk.
Great stnides had been made *n the 1790s in dealing with scurvy and smalfpox. Navy
deaths fell from a yearly loss of one sailor in 42 (1779) to one in 143 (1813).277 Asthe

precise number of privateer sailors from Liverpool is not clear, it is difficult to compare

273NA RG 8 IV Vol 39 “Santa Rita".
276Thomas Burnaby letter, June 81805, published in History of Queens Tounty by James
More, Halifax Nova Scotia Printing Co, 1873, p. 192

I Christopher Hall, British Strategy in the Napoleonic War, (Manchester: Manchester

University Press, 1992), p. 14
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these rates but it appears Nova Scotia sailors also benefited from the advances in health
The larger Liverpool privateers usually carnied doctors but their contribution to health
would have been modest, given the limited state of medicat science in the period °7%

Only two Nova Scotia privateers were captured by the enemy  The Liverpouol
schooner Frarces Afary and the Halifax schooner Eagle, were captured by the Spanish
However both crews appear to have been released within a few months  The fagle's
crew were exchanged for prisoners on a Bermuda privateer 277 The Frevrcre Mary's crew
were exchanged by HMS Sanspers but they were all, except for the captain and first
mate, pressed sboard the navy ship 28" Privateer vessels, being fast and well anned, were
actuslly less likely to be captured than merchant vessels. Four Liverpool merchant ships
were captured in the Caribbean during the privateening period Instrrance rates show a
privateering voyage to the West Indies was actually considered less risky than a trading
voyage, receiving lower rates 28t

Most privateers who were captured were taken when they were trying to sail a
captured ship, a prize, back to Nova Scotia. These small, often damaged and leaky
Spanish vessels were vulnerable to storms, easy prey for Spanish and French gun boats
Spanish gun crews captured two Nova Scotia prize vessels in two days in July of 1805
Patrick Ryan, was kiiled and the prizemaster Thomas Burnaby died soon after in prison

The other prizecrew were released in an exchanged a few months afler 252

278Simeon Perkins mentions three doctors who served on privateer ships Dr Andrew
Collins, Dr. George Forbes Vaughan, and Dr_ Joseph Falt. Vaughan fell sick on his first
voyage and died soon afer returning to Liverpool

27Henry Wilkinson. Bumuda From Sail to Steam Vol 1, (London: Oxford Press,
19730, p. 146.

20perkins Diary Aug 2, 1800, IV, p. 243.

281Merchant voyages to the West Indies in wartime required premiums from 26 to 25 per
cent. Privateening voyages paid only 10 to 17 per cent. Akins Insurance Ledger 1803-
1809 Public Archives of Nova Scotia RG 1 Vol.1 #2.

282 James More, A History of Queens County (Halifax. Nova Scotia Printing Co , 1873),
p.192-1 3
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Capture was not the only danger faced by prize crews. James Hopkins, a voung
seaman, lodged a protest with the Justice of the Peace on the Turks and Caicos Island
after a disastrous voyage in a Spanish schooner captured by the Duke of Kent. Hopkins

was put aboard the schooner under a prize master just before weather turned ugly.

The night of the 29th when at about 11 the wind blew contrary that at

this time they had 1t pds of bread, 10 172 pds of pork & beef for the

support of 1S men, that from this situation they were induced to proceed

to S$t. Kitts as directed by their commander and that in doing so they

broke their rigging, sprung their foremast and carried away their bowstrip

. in consequence taking on a great deal of water .. they should be obliged

for the 2?resewaticm of their lives t0 run into some enemies port near

them 283

However. on their way to surrender to escape drowning, they met another British
privateer who gave them some rations, helped with repairs and evacuated half the crew,
leaving Hopkins to sail on with eight remaming men. They made it as far as the Turks
and Catcos where Hopkins sold the remains of the derelict ship and part of its cargo to
feed himself and the crew and made arrangements to ship both cargoe and crew back to
Liverpool. Unfortunately, he never made it back, falling sick on the voyage home and
dying in a hospital in Saint John, New Brunswick 28+

The greatest hazard of all te life and liberty of a privateersmen, far beyond battle,
disease and storm, was service in the British Royal Navy. Short-handed navy ships
would often stop and pick over the best crewmen from a privateer ship. Almost 80
Liverpool privateers were pressed into Royal Navy ships between 1798 and 1805. One
devastating tmpressment in 1799 took 20 men from the Dinke of Kemr, over a quarter of
her crew. Privateer officers were usually able to get released within a few months, but it
is difficult to iell how many of the seamen ever made it back to Liverpool, as many of

them simply disappeared from the record. At least twelve privateersmen died in the navy.

IBINARG 84 Vol 38.
284perkins Diary. June 8, 1800, , IV, p.233.
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Those who survived usually served at least & vear before release  In comparison,
privateers captured by the Spanish were usually exchanged in under a year, making
capture by the enemy often a better proposition than service in the navy 3%

Remarkably enough, at least three privateers pressed into the Roval Navy jumped
overboard in enemy waters, seeing their chances in prison as better than on the lower
decks of a King's ship. Many of their adventures in outwitting the navy became
Liverpool folklore. James Macleod managed to swim to shore in Venezuela and
eventually worked his passage back to Liverpoot 2% However another, Robert Miflard,
drowned in his attempt 287 Zenas Millard's escapades were especially revealing  He was
captured by Haitian Revolutionartes from a prize vessel «f the ¢ harfes Mary Wennworth
in August 1799 He escaped with the rest of the prize crew but the navy pressed them
while they were travelling back to Liverpool  Millard jumped overboard, preferring the
chanees in the prisons of the Black revolutionaries in Haiti to kife under British officers in
the Royat Navy. He was gble escape vet again from prison and made his way to

Charleston, South Carolina were he wrote this letter 1o his parents’

I have seen great many hardships and suffered sorely depend onit | have
been taken three times since I saw you last .. When | was taken after }
left the ship, | was a prisoner seven weeks, and not erofe to eat to keep
hife and sofe together ... 1 was so weak I could not walk across the room
... Ftef the rest of my shipmates all well, but Hannah's brother He was
very sick .. T remain your loving son till death, Amen 288

285These impressment figures are based on Perkins Diary entries. Major notes on
impressment include: Dec. 20, 1799, IV, p.207 ; Mar. 19, 1800, IV, p.218 | Aug. 2,
1800, IV. p.243 . Feb. 23, 1801, IV, p.285; July 1, 1801, IV, p.314; Aug 18, 1805 IV,
p. 135

285pyblic Archives of Nova Scotia, T.B. Smith Collection Reel 14952, Macleod's navy
captain is said to have threatened to "Hang him like a rabbit,” to which Macleod replied,
“If you want to make rabbit pie, first you must catch your rabbit ”

87perking Diary, July 1, 1801, IV, p.314.
288public Archives of Nova Scotia, T B. Smith Collection Reel 14957,
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A few things should be noted however, about the hazards of privateering. As
Rediker points out, almost all these dangers capture, impressment and storms, were
faced by fishermen and merchant seamen 28% As indicated by the insurance rates,
merchant seamen in the Caribbean actually ran a greater risk of capture. As weli, many
merchant seamen, captured and imprisoned early in the war before exchanges were set
up, spent far longer times in foreign prisons than the privateers. Merchant and fishing
vessels also attracted impressment, although the heavily manned privateer ships attracted
somewhat more of it. Perkins recorded 19 merchant and fishing seamen who were
pressed during the privateenng years of 1798-1805 and at least another dozen who were
pressed in the years before privateering commenced 2%

Secondly. the owners and captains of the Liverpool privateers went to great
efforts to protect and rescue their crews from impressment. Simeon Perkins was
constantly writing and petitioning the Governor's office and the Admiralty to refease
mpressed seamen. Captain Joseph Freeman, the m- st popular privateer captain with the
Liverpool owners, refused to put to sea again until some protection could be devised for
tes crew.  Eventually Governor John Wentwerth agreed to commission all privateer
crews as soldiers in the militia, theoretically excluding them from forced service in
another branch of the King's service. This did not provide complete protection from
impressment but seems to have lessened it. There was no reoccurrence of wholesale
impressment that took over a quarter of the Duke's crew in 1800. However navy
commanders could find excuses to take a handful of men not explicitly covered by militia

protection.

289Rediker, Between the Devil, p. 32-33.

0perkiosDiary July 20, 1799, V, p.465 ; Nov. 17, 1800, IV, p.265 ; May 16, 1805, V.,
p.113 [ July 3, 1805, V, p.124 ; Letter, Mar. 23, 1798, V., p.454. Letter Aug 6, 1805,
Vol.V, pp.473-474
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Wages
Having looked at the nisks, we can now constder if privateer sailors made any
money. Consider the eamings of a typical seaman who would have sailed with the

Charles Mary Wennworth on her four cnuises

Trst Cruise - Aug. 15 to Dec.16. 1798 Four Months

2 prizes, total value: £9960 Single Seaman's share: £32
2nd Cruise - Feb. 3 to May 11, 1799 Three Months
S prizes, total value: £20,000 Single Seaman's share: £48+

3rd Cruise - June 1910 Sept. 11, 1799 Three Months
2 prizes, total value: £2650 Single Seaman's share. £9+

4th Cruise - Nov. 27, 1799 to May 5, 1800 Six Months
I prize, total value: £1078 Single Seaman's share: £3

Average Seamen's Share: £23 Average retusn per month at sea’ £5 7/month

Source: Perkins Diary and Vice Admiratty Prize Cases. Shares marked with * were
recorded by Perkins. The others were estimated based on the value of prizes taken 2%}

Seamen received a modest portion of the total value of the prizes they took. As
eutiined in Chapter Three, many people were ahead of them when the prizemoney was
distributed.  [f the case was appealed, the court costs would soar and payment would be
delayed for years. Some Liverpool prize cases took three years (o resolve. In Halifax, an

appeal of one rich prize to the privateer schooner Farl of Deublin took four years to

29tperkins used his diary to keep track of expenses and revenues for his own business
purposes, making if a rich and reliable source for this information. While he does not
record share values and net returns for all cruises, these can be estimated based on the
average value of prizes. Perkins records the returns for the Wentwarth in the following
entries: Letter, Perkins to Uniacke, Oct. 20, 1798, V, o 458; Jan 14, 1799, IV, p.130;
May 11, 1799, IV, p. 164; July 31, £799, IV, p.180; Mar. 11, 1800, £V, p.217, April 26,
1800, IV, p.226.
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decide and six years after the capture, the first mate and a widow of one crew member
had to petition the Vice Admiralty Court for their share 2%

A privateer seaman did not get rich, but compared to his other work options, he
did quite well. An experienced merchant seaman, earning top wartime wages, could eam
£4 2 month 2”? Land wages were considerably less, the common labour wage in Nova
Scotia at this time being about £2 2 month. Perkins paid about £3 for experienced men
working on land, and found some left him a1 this wage to go privateering 2% With the
average return for the Wennworth being almost £6 a month, 1t was clearly an attractive
option. Of course it depended on what cruise. The second cruise of the Wennvorth was
a welcome windfall for its crew, delivering almost a year and a half of land wages for
three months’ work. However the second cruise only broke even with land wages and fell
below merchant shipping wages The Wentwaortit's final cruise, a gruelling six months
patrol of the Caribbean, vielded only a half pound per month, a serious foss in terms of
opportunity Costs

By a rough estimate, it took at least two prizes for a large privateer ship, like the
Wennvarth, to make money on an average cruise. Liverpool privateer vessels made a

total of 18 cruises  On three cruises, no prizes were made and on three more, onfy one

292+The Petition of Rebecca Irish Widow and Administrator of Levi Irish" National
Archives of Canada, RG 8, IV, Volume 33, File: "The Brutus” ppi4308A-C.
Unfortunately the owners had broken up and dispersed and it is no: ctear that Widow
Irish was able to collect anything.

293The merchant wage of £4 a month is based on wage settiement documents filed at the
Vice Admiralty Courts 1706-1803. NARG 8 IV Vol 151, 152,154 as well as wages
mentioned by Perkins in his diary and those recorded on captured American ships in
various prize files NA RG 8 IV. Wartime merchant wages doubled and tripled because of
high demand and high risk. Rediker, Between the Devil, p. ©7.

2%Stephen Hormsby. Nineteenth-Century ape Breton - A Historical Geography.
{Montreal/Kingston: McGill-Queens Press, 1992), p. 18. Perkins Diary Nov. 21 & 23,
1799, IV, p.200.
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prize was taken  That left a one in three chance that a privateer cnnse would be meagre

or barren in this period

Relations between Crew, Officers and Owners

While the risk faced by privateers could be daunting, they found ways to beat the
system. One way was for crew members to band together and appoint their own agents
to calculate shares and charge a lesser fee than the owner's agents  Simeon {erkins
sometimes complained about the ungrateful privateers were appointing their own agents
and complicating things for him 2% Another method was to negotiate bonuses when
signing on. Peter Leonard joined a Liverpool privateer during the American Revolution
in exchange for “1 barrel of flour, 4 gallons molasses, 14 bs sugar, and 2 shirts” as well
as a promise that Simeon Perkins would see to his family if he did not retuen

A more common method in the 1790s involved selling part of a share for cash
before the voyage began. The crewlist of the Nelsor records the trading of these crew
shares. A quarter to a half of their share was sold by almost every crew member. officers
included, before the cruise even began.2% Perkins bought quarter shares from two
privateers in 1799 at £2 per quarter share. At other times, seamen were offered from £11
to £13 for their shares 297

Seamen coutd also sell their share, or parts of it. during long waits for the Vice
Admiralty Court decisions. Depending on the wealth of a prize and the progress of the
case, privateer share prices would rise and fall, involving sailors with shares to sell in
what some historians have called "the privateer's stock market®. Crewmen from the

Nelson were offered £19 a share following a successful cruise 298

?95perkins Diary Aug. 18, 1803, IV, pp.481-482, Letter Mar. 28, 1799, V, p.46l
29%6Crewlist of Nelson Sept. 2, I800MG ! Vol 95t ltem 735

297perkins Diary. Nov. 23, 1799, IV, p.200, Aug 26, 1803, IV, p 483.

298Howard Chapin, Privateer Ships and Sailors, (Toulon, France: Moulon, 1926), 12,
Perkins Diary. IV, Sept 29 1799.
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While privateer crews did not get rich, they were at least 1od. and with the sale of
their shares, their families had some cash. Cash was a precious thing to have in an
economy with little circulating currency. In some ways privateering can be compared to
the militia call-ups in the fate 1790s when the portion of the Queens County militia were
called to Halifax for several months of work on fortifications. once a year. These appear
to have been popular, not se much for the meagre wages, but for the free food and
clothing in times of little work 29% It is interesting to note that during the peak of
privateering, the demand on the Overseers of the Poor in Liverpool dropped steadily from
£125in 1797, to £120 in 1799 and £80 in 1801 3¢

Beyond subsistence, privateers found other ways to enhance their share of the
trade, and one method was to steal paris of it before it was judged by the courts and,
from a seaman’s viewpoint, slid into the hooks of judges, lawyers, the owners, and other
landsharks. There are indications this was pretty common, and in some dramatic ways,
reluctantly accepted by owners. Captain Thomas Parker sent a letter along with a
valuable prize ship to the owners of the Charles Marv Wennworth on August 12 1799 71
kope you will make use of every means (and that with all speed) to secure the cargo, as it
conststs of articles too easy made away with. 1 have not the least doubt of your fidelity,
but you know it is hard to trust many characters."’®!

Tohn Boit, the captain of an American ship captured by the privateer Rover sailing
to a French port told the Vice Admiralty Court that he noticed the cargo, namely
clothing, started to disappear from boxes within hours of his capture. %2 Perkins notes in
his drary that it was more than a few souvenirs and fancy hats turned up in the chests of

some seamen shortly after.

2%%Brian Cuthbertson, The Loyalist Governor. p.77.

3 ins Diary, Vol. IV, p. liv.

zg;Lef:er from Thomas Parker National Archives of Canada MG 23 }17 vol. 1.
302public Archives of Canada RG 1 IV Vol 35.
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Finally an elaborate thef! ring by several seamen from the Charles Mary
Wennvorth was discovered in October of 1798 The ifenmnvarih had captured a large
Spanish ship with a cargo of cotton and cocoa A few days after the ship and cargo
arrived in Liverpool. two of the privateers who had helped capture it were caugly stealing
the cargo. Interrogations and search warrants soon revealed a sizeable operation that
involved stesling cocoa and cotton, hiding it in attics and basements around Liverpool
and shipping it to Annapolis Roval by schooner where it was sold  Four privateersmen,
James Doggett, John Dexter, and Angus Chislom. and James Gardner Inr were arrested
but "by the Particular request of the Prossicutors and the other Owners of the Privateer”,
they were released with a bond for good behaviour and court fees of 23 shillings each
Keep in mind that this was a serious property crime in the eighteenth century when
thieves were siill hanged in Halifax. Five years after this case, two sailors in Liverpool
caught stealing wine from a Quebec schooner got thirty fashes and a month in jail
However in this case, the owners basically let them go. Doggett. Dexter. and Chistom
even got hired on further privateer voyages. From the privateer seaman's point of view
they were only trying for a fair shake at a cargo they had fought for From the owners’
point of view, the acceptance indicates a remarkable level of tolerance for such leakage.

Although history writer Thomas Raddall generally stayed with a captain's point of
view, and attributed discontented crews to pointless, primitive aggression, he did offer
this fook into the thoughts of a fictional captain who had fust captured a Spanish ship full
of wine:

“The men were gathered in the waiste, growling like surly dogs  They
had taken a fortune, of which their share would be precious small when the
Iawyers, the vice admiralty court, and the owners had taken theirs Now
they would have at least a fill of the wine if they had to cut my throat for it
... Fknew my men, and I had sense enough to krow there comes a time
when the master must stand aside and swallow his discipline ~303

303Raddall, Prides Fancy, p. 180. Io this case, the fictional capiain relented and allowed
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Relations between the crew and officers at sea are worth considering in this
context Perkins's diary has three references to privateersmen who had been "disorderly”
or "in riot” aboard and put in irons Captain Joseph Freeman had a man in irors before he
even left Liverpool Harbour in February 1799, although this may well have been seamen
still intoxicated from departure celebrations, a common problem +

Mutinies were not unknown on British privateer vessels. Y5 but there is no serious
evidence of this on Nova Scotian privateers, save the few references to "riotous” or
“disorderly” behaviour, which are also words used to describe rough horseplay and
drinking at this time However, the possibility of a mutiny was a concetvable, if unlikely
route that was known to Liverpool mariners and probably accounts for the care noted by
Perkins in the way privateer were treated in matters of confrontation. The crew of a
Halifax privateer vessel had mutinied in Liverpoo! Harbour during the American
Revolutton. There was an attempted mutiny aboard one of the mail ships in Halifax
Harbour in 1793 and finally, according to oral traditions in Liverpool, some Liverpool
mariners who were impressed into the navy, had pamticipated in the famous navy mutinies
at Spithead in $797.30¢

The diversion of the maiden cruise of the Charles Mary Wentworth showed the

careful approach owners and officers were often forced to take. Another remarkable

the crew a hogshead of wine.

¥04perkins Diary. Feb. 4 1799, IV_p 148 Perkins often complained about defays in
rounding up "dispersed” seamen. Johr Wentworth enfarged one letter in a postscript,
explaining be now had more time because the mail ship's drunken seamen had to be
roosted out of their "debauched lairs® PANS CO 217 Vol. 67, p. 144,

*3Redicker, Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, p. 32, 228, 308-309.

096ames Henry Ross. "Privateering in Nova Scotia During the American Revolutionary
War 1775-1783", (MA Thesis Mount Alfiston University, 1957), p. 57.

Letter, Wentworth te Dundas, Oct. 10, PRO CO 217 Vol. 64, p.419.

The Liverpool connection with Spithead comes from a local collection of stories, legends
and rumours collected by F.F. Tupper and published after his death by the Liverpgol

Advangce newspaper, Historic Liverpool, 1944, p. 136.
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example occurred when Captain Alex Godfrey of the privateer brig Rover encountered a
French convoy of large heavily armead ships in 1800, he wrote "On consulting with my

W7 Quch consultation

ships company, we determined to bear down and attack them
would have been unthinksble to a naval or merchant commander

Godfrey ran into trouble a few weeks later when he attempted to apply some the
normal merchant shipping rules to his privateer crew.  He had retumed te Liverpoot with
three prizes  Hoping to make a quick turnaround, he ordered the crew to immediatety
put to sea agatn, arguing that since they had cruised without calitng on a port, they were
obliged under normal charter rules. to stay with the ship. However his crew claimed that
a privateer cruise was different from a merchant voyage and that they had discharged
their obligation by crvising, fighting and taking nisks and now wanted a break Following
the confrontation, Godfrey's entire crew walked off" and he was obliged to hastily recruit a
new one U8

Privateer crews when dissatisfied with a captair or cruise would vote with their
feet. When Captain Joseph Freeman punished three privateers on the brigantine Nympl
by handing them over to the Royal Navy i 1801, three more of his men deserted at
Hampton, leaving him short handed and sending him home. This act also made him
unpopular with Simeon Perkins because Perkins hud bought shares from several of the
deserters and Freeman had wrecked his side investment **?

Military desertion provided a significant example of inter-racial co-operation in
1801 among privateer seamen against one of their owners and the military authorities. In
the summer of 1801, two ammy deserters joined the Liverpool privateer, the Rover.
However two days after the Rover's returned from a cruise on Sept. 10, 1801, an army

patrol turned up in Liverpool looking for the men. Forewarned, the deserters hid, and

307 Atexander Godfrey letter to Naval Chronicle Vol § (Feb 1801), p 176
308perkins Disry, July 11 1800, IV, p 339
3Mperkins Diary Aug. 7 1801, IV, p.322.
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then managed to escape to the United States. They were hidden by fellow privateersman,
James Hammilton, a Black farmer and privateersman who served on the Charles Mary
Wentwarth and the Rover. Hammilton sheltered his messmates for two days with
assistance of another crew member from the Rover, James Dick. Ordered by the army to
investigate, Simeon Perkins discovered the two at Phillip's Tavern in Liverpool and
questioned them They did not co-operate but were not charged and the deserters
appeared to have escaped. Hammilton and Dicks's race-bridging conspiracy is
noteworthy as it reflects, albeit on a smalter scale, the multi-ractal gangs of seamen who
plotted resistance to press gangs ard colonial authorities in eighteenth century London
and New York !¢

Privateeting evolved a certain culture of its own, both to integrate men aboard
ship and to define their relations in pont Nova Scotian privateers borrowed and adapted
several maritime and military rituals. As mentioned. Joseph Freeman tended to adapt
British navy traditions to the vessels he commanded. He was also reputed to conduct
Sunday services that mixed reading of scripture with readings of the navy Articles of
War ! Some familiar nautical traditions appear to have been modified by privateers to
suit their reeds. On Dec. 12,1799, the logbook of the Charles Mary Wentworth
recorded: "At 6 AM Old Neptune paid us a visit when he found 23 of his children who
had not bin to see him before, he made them all go thro the usual custom of shaving &
ducking, gave them his advice.” However halfivay through the ceremony, a strange sail

was sighted and the crew, Neptune among them, rushed to action stations preparing for

ipeter Lincbaugh & Marcus Rediker, “The Many Headed Hydra: Sailors, Staves and
the Atlantic Working Class in the Eighteenth Century”, Jack Tar in History, p.15
i ‘Mullms. Liverpool Privateering. p. 19, More, History of Queens County, 143. The

articles of war was the Royal Navy's code of offences and punishments. As private ships
of war, privateers were also subject to the articles, although privateer officers could
decided when and how to enforce them David Steel, The Ship Masters Assistant and
Owzners Magual, (London: D. Steel, 1796), p.122.
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what might be the first battle of their cruise It tumed out to be orlv a neutral merchant
ship, but the enemy was encountered four days later 1

The “"crossing the line ceremony” is an anciens tradition on merchant and navy
ships. But for privateers i the late 1700s, it had a special significance Crossing the
Tropic of Cancer, just south ol Florida, matked the entry to the war zone of the
Caribbean where siave revolts and the wars of the French Revolution had unleashed
hordes of French and Spanish privateers An English privateer captain of earlier in that
century, Woodes Rogers, also used the Tropic of Cancer instead of the Equator to bond
his mixed bag of English, Dutch and Irish privateers with the mariner's baptism "Hoiste
‘em halfway up to the vard and let 'em fali at once into the water ”  Those not keen could
pass it up by paying a fine used to buy drinks for everyone else, but few refused 4}
Many of the privateer crew on the Charles Mary Wennworth were strangees  One in four
were povices. They quickly had to become a fighting team if the shtp was to survive a
very hostile environment. The fishermen and forest workers dnfled with cannon, cutlass
and stnall arms as soon as they put to sea, but Father Neptune conveyed visible proof of
initiation.}1* It also suspended the hierarchy between officers and seamen as all became
briefly equal before Neptune, a fitting symbol for privateering's promise of greater power
and equality, however brief’

Prior to a cruise, privateer captains "cried the town" by parading with uniforms,
ribbons on their clothes, dnuns beating and flags flving.  These parades were iolfowed by

a rendezvous, essentially free drinks for the crew on the owners folowed in a popular

3121 og of Charles Mary Wentworth PANS MG 20 Vo! 215
3DWoodes Rogers, Life Aboard a British Privateer. (London: Chapman and Hall, 1894),

E:“‘.h'.)!m Bromiey also saw the line crossing ceremony adapted to the specia! privateering
needs of the late 1600s, when it was used to break ties with Europe and elect
buccaneering officers. Corsairs and Navies, p 9.
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tavern I This was a very o'd naval recruitment method but for Nova Scotia privateers.
who needed little inducement to attract recruits. it also told the community and the saifors
themselves that they were part of something special, worth parading over. Some owners
like Simeon Perkins were warv of rendezvous as, during the American Revolution, they
sometimes became drunken and riotous, especially if rival privateer ships were
stmultaneously recruiting  However Perkins noted with relief how the rendezvous that
began in 1798 ali seemed to “break up in Good Season & very orderly "¢ Even when
three ships were recrutting at the same time. in the fall of 1799, there was no violent
competiion

kt is telling to pote that these recruiting nituals were very similar to the way
elections were conducted in Liverpool at this time A privateering rendezvous resembled
the pen Houses” that political candidates would hold to attract supporters with free
food and drinks at a selected tavern during the voting 317

In another privateer ritual, the Wennvortt's crew conducted elaborate military
funerals such as the butial of the ships doctor who fell sick on a of the (harles Mary
Wenworthin 1799 His coffin, covered with the privateer's flag and a paid of crossed
swords, was buned with full military honours  An efaborate procession of officers and
crew made their way to the cemetery for burial under six volleys from the ship's marine

company ‘¥

*perkins records parades and rendevous on Aug 2, 3 & 4, 1798, IV, p.112-113; Jan
i4, 1799, IV_p 144, Oct 19, 1799, IV. p 194; May 26, 1800, IV, p.231 and Oct. 30,
1800, IV, p 262

Hoperkins Diary Aug 2, 17981V, p 112

*'"Brian Cuthbertson. Johnny Bluenose at the Poils, Halifax: Formac, 1994, p. 4. The
election Open Houses preferred the same tavemns used for privateering business, such as
Mrs West's and often resulted in the same drunken rowdiness such as the fistfights at
Mrs West's that followed the 1793 elections. Perkins Diary, Mar. 4, 1793, Hi.
H%perkins Diary, May 30, 1799, IV, pI68
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If the experience of Nova Scotian privateers is compared with the findings of
Marcus Rediker, t. becomes apparent that privateering did offer @ more attractive option
for merchant seamen at this time. In spite of the tough discipline applied by captains hke
Joseph Freeman, privateers in Liverpool took advantage of the demands of wartime to
negotiate & redefinition of the social relationships in the wage-based merchant service
The potential for greater eamnings and extra power was balanced by greater nisks. but
those risks were not an enormous departure from the risks faced by seamen who
remained on fishing and merchant vessels Seamen were still limited by a court and
ownership system that saw them assume much of the risk for modest returns However,
within those constraints, they found avenues that gave the more room to carve out an
economic and social niche.

Unlike Rediker's findings for the early eighteenth century, captains and owners in
Liverpoo! did display consistent concemn for the fate of their seamen when it came to
rescutng them from tmpressment, perhaps reflecting the community obligations of a small
town like Liverpool. The existing social order was still maintained and at no time did
equity in wages and treatment approach equity levels carved established by Canbbean
pirate crews, but owners and officers had to treat their scamen differently, sometimes

apprehensively as Simeon Perkins expressed in his concerns about "some uneasiness "

Secial Impact of Privateering on the Community of Liverpool

Privateering was the chief business of Liverpool from 1798 to 18C1 as both the
fisheries and West Indies trade remained moribund. It was an activity that drew in lasge
numbers of people and large amounts of resources  Liverpool at the height of the
privateering in 1798 to 1801 went through a period of what can perhaps be called
"commercial militarization * Qutfitting privatecrs and disposing of their captured goods
dominated the affairs of the port. To feed the huge crews of privateer vessels, cattle were

driven overland from Annapolis. Bakeries in Shelburne, Lunenburg, Halifax and even as
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far as New York and Quebec City were put to work making bread Large amounts of
gunpowder, scores of cannons, hundreds of muskets ard cutlasses flowed into Liverpool.
In fact, so many sword blades were imported to Liverpool that Halifax customs officials
briefly held up their shipment, alarmed that something nasty might be brewing 319
Privateer ships and their prizes seriously crowded the port of Liverpool, requiring new
wharves and warehouses. Some of the side effects in mintature sound familiar to Halifax
in the twentieth century: riots and munitions explosions. Rowdy privateer sailors and
afcoholism flared up as problems*2® and the huge and hasty concentration of gunpowder
led to a munitions explosion on the Liverpool waterfront that killed one person, wrecked
several warehouses, stores, a home ard butcher shop. 32!

At times, such as the departure of the squadron of three privateers in November
of 1799, almost half the male population of Liverpool was away privateering 322 As
discussed earlier, this left women with extra responsibility in managing the affaies of
privateering famsftes. As a general measure, during the privateering era of 1797-1803,
the number of women who were mentioned in Simeon Perkins diary doubled, compared

to the previous six years.*2* Among the women with more work were Mrs. Scoti the

H9Perkins Diary July 2. 1798, IV. p. 105. The many cannons, loaned, purchased and
captured by the privateers proved the most enduring material culture legacy of
privateering. When privateering finally ended in [815, dozens remained and were planted
muzzie-down on street comers 10 act as comer curbs. Forty of them were visible in
1907 Many remained until the 1970s when the last were removed for street widening.
Several have been mounted in different locations in the town. Queens County Museum,
Raddall Collection A 95 22 2 "Privateering Cannons”.

30Simeon Perkins Diary mentions drinking and disorder problems on several occasions:
Jan. 24, 1799, IV, p.145; May 12, 1799, IV, p.164; Nov. 25, 1799, IV, p.201; Dec 14,
1799, 1V, p.204-205; July 6, 1800, 1V, p.238

321perking Piary. Nov. 14, 1800, IV, p.264.

2perkins notes that over 232 men departeo aboard the three ships on Nov. 27, 1799,
IV, p. 201. More were at sea with the Shelburne privateer the Nefson. The 1734 politax
showed 326 men in Liverpool. {PANS RG1 Vol. 444, tem 9) and the census of 1787
showed 1014 men, women and children in 1787, (Mancke, Two Pattems. p. 58).
323Women are mentioned 220 times between 1797 and 1803 compared to 99 times in
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midwife, who in the absence of two of Liverpool's three doctors serving on privateers,
doubtlessty had more call on her general medical knowledge

Astde from additional responsibility, some women were able to take advantage of
business opportunities in privateering  As Liverpool Harbour grew crowded with
privateer ships and their prizes, Mrs. Cobb, the widow of privateer officer, Sylvamus
Cobb. was able to rent out her family’s storehouse and wharf as a much needed base for
the Drdke of Kent in 1799 324

Another example was, Phoebe West. She ran one of the most popular of
Liverpool's three main taverns. "Mrs. West's” seems to have been the preferred location
for regular meetings and dinners for privateer owners and officers. [t was also a prime
location for privateering recruitment 2 As well, Phocbe West was integrated into the
world of privateering through family, as her eldest daughter married the famous privateer
captain, Alexander Godfrey, and her brother in law served on the Charfes Mary
Wentworth 326

Tavems, of course, were used for more than meetings and dinners. Drinking and
carousing by privateers was a noticeable feature of Liverpoot in this period. Perkins

notes loud privateer celebrations several times in his diary as well as numerous threats,

1790-1796. Perkins Diary Indexes Vol. If & Vol IV, pp.513-550.

324perkins Diary Sept. 12, 1799, IV, p.189 Judging by the exacting terms of the rental,
Mrs. Cobb apparently had some experience in business, requiring a deposit and placing
very specific limits on the use of her property.

325phocbe West opened the tavern with her husband, John West, and continued to
operate it after his death in 1783 until her death in 1806. Her establishment appears to
have been the "middle of the road”, not as fancy as Mr. Phillip's. where the Governor
would dire on visits, but not implicated in the rowdy drinking at Mr. Bovlg's or Mr.
Manaing's taverns

Perkins Diary, Vol. IL, p.15n; Vol. Hi, p. 7Tn. PANS T.B. Smith Coll. MG | Vol 817-863
Micro 14956 "Pheobe West", Perkins Diary, [V, p.99, p.112, p.133, p.139.

326pANS T B. Smith Collection. MG 1 Vol. 817-863, Reel 14956.
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assavits and one due!l challenge among privateersmen. One sad incident in particular
points to the social costs of privateering:

William Brocklesby had hanged himself in an old bamn ... He was formerly
Subject 10 Drink, till about 2 1/2 years ago he reformed & Lived very
temperate, untif lately he got with the Privateers people at Mr. Boyle's

[tavern], and get in Liguor, and has ever since been very intemperate.. &

scarcely went kome to Sleep ... An aweful Instance of the Depravity of

Humsn nature, and the Dreadfid Effect of Sin, in particular that of

Drunkeness."

Not surprisingly, pressure arose to restrict & growing number of taverns in
Liverpool. Several tavern keepers were able to extend their license through privateering
connections but others had their licenses curtailed 28 The family of Thomas Harrington
blamed his heavy drinking on a privateering cruise and subsequent naval impressment 32¢

At teast one ilfegitimate birth followed in the wake of privateering. Rebecca
Freeman, the widow of 8 man pressed into the navy, was reported pregnant, most fikely
by recently returned privateer, John Dexter. The economic and sociat consequences of
this disturbed Perkins. The last time Perkins had noted a burst of illegitimate births
occurred during the American Revolution, also a time when many men were gway

privateering.

Several such instances have happened of late, to the great disgrace of the
place, tho till fately it was remarked that never was a place clearer of such
vices, - not being a bastard born for many years 3¢

The church’s attitude towards privateering was mixed. Perkins, an intensely pious

man and pillar of the Methodist church, integrated privateering into his beliefs with little

3 7perkins Diary, Dec. 14, 1799, IV, p.204-205.

H¥porking Diaty, Nov. 14, 1799, IV, p.198; Dec. 9, 1799, IV, p.204.

29pANS T B. Smith Coll. MG 1 Vol 817-863 "Hasrington, Thomas®

¥0perkins Diary Mar 26, 1778, 1, p.187: Dec. 22, 1801, IV, p.354. It is unclear what
became of this pregnancy. Rebecca Freeman appears to have married againin 1804 to a
DPoctor Heffernan, Perkins Diary, Oct. 7, 1804, V, p.67.
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difficulty. He hailed some privateer victories, such as the Raover's battle with the Saner
Rira, as providential acts of God and the passage he wrote in May of 1798, less thtan a
month before the decision to tumn to privatecring. indicates that religious anger may have

been part of the decision to strike back at the French

The foreign News is that the French go on very Spintedly in making
preparations for Invading England .. God only knows what they may be
permitted to do. They appear to be a wicked peop!e. that have denied the
Christian Refigion and Cast of the fear of God 7

A Halifax priest writing fo his bishop in 1802, was quite happy to accept captured

goods from privateers, although he characterized the work of privateers as theft.

I am sending you some vestments ... Some privateers from here stole them

from some Spaniards, and not knowing what to do with them made them

a present to us. You see my Lord, how the misfortune of some becomes

the good fortune of others.>32

However, Henry Alline, the famous New Light preacher, took a harsher view He

was briefly captured by American privateers during the American Revolution.  Although
he was treated kindly, Alline warned:

Let them that wish well to their souls flee from privateers as they would
from the jaws of helt (-Eternal damnation), for methinks a privateer may
be called a floating helt 333

Alline was perhaps upset by the swearing aboard, and was probably also
concerned by the distraction of souls by the lure of earthly riches

However, despite Alline’s condemnation, privateers were an important element of

congregations he inspired in Liverpool. When privateering took off, Liverpeol

‘“Femns Diary, May 31,1798, IV, p. 92,
332Thomas Raddall, Halifax- Warden of the Nosth, Toronto: McClelland and Stewast, p
136

333 Aug 22, 1781 The Journal of Henry Alfine, (Hantsport, Lancelot Press,) p 182
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churchgoers were divided between the Methodist church and the New Light
congregations. Privateers were drawn more or less equally from both churches *3* A
widow of a pressed privateer, Hannsh Blowers, underwent baptism shortly after her
husband died during impressment by the navy off of the Duke of Kent 3% The two
congregations were busy with rival building and renovation schemes of their respective
churches duning the height of privateering, no doubt fuelled in part by donations from the
shares of privateering voyages 330

Given the pre-occupation with privateering in Liverpool, it is no surprise that
Liverpool's churches would have many members who were privateers, and that the
chuches would benefit from their new income. As the examination of privateer crewlists
illustrates, privateering drew from almost every element of the town of Liverpool and its
assoctated communities in Queens County and the South Shore of Nova Scotis, be it
Planter, Irish, African, [ oyalist or Mikmaq Privateer hierarchies reflected the economic
and social classes ashore and the opportunities from privateering were also distributed
according to class, with Liverpool's merchant class benefiting most of all. In this manner
privatecring resembled almost any business or economic activity of the time.

However privateering parted company with businesses kike the fishery and
merchant shipping in several important ways: owning shares, not wages, privateer crews
were paid in cash, not the credit which so dominated the fishing industry. The share
structure was also reflected in a unique culture that blurred the common class barriers,

giving crews more power and respect. This was most seen at sea in the increased

33414 is difficult to precisely measure church membership at this time of devotional flux
but as a basic indicator, I have used the subscription fist of the New Light church in 1794
{PANS MG 4 Vol 77) and of the Methodist Chuech in 1798 (PANS MG 4 Vol. 79-NA
typescripts).

¥33perkins Diary Nov. 8, 1801, IV, p.344,

336 third of those who donated money to Methodist church construction in 1799 were
privateers. MG 4 Vol. 79 - NA typescripts.
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decision making power of crews. It was also reflected on land where the ritual of
recruitment was one of the few activities, in addition to the occasional election, where the
Liverpool's elites had to solicit its workers.

To the comnmunity of Liverpool as a whole, privateering acted to both stimulate
and disrupt, a classic wartime effect 37 However prior to the venture info privateering,
Liverpool had received much of the disruption, but little of the stimulation of war
Privateering was an initiative that reoriented a stream of wartime activity into Liverpool
and its refated South Shore communities. It also brought additional costs, but on the
whole, the balance was likely positive. The uneven distribution of its gains, ard the very
real human costs in lives and social trauma tempered the achievement, but the successtul
organization of substantia! deep-water raiding squadrons and the recognized feats of its
mariners expressed a growing maturity to the town and earned Liverpool greater

autonomy from Halifax.

337David Starkey noted this consistent double edged-effect of war on shipping
communities throughout the eighteenth century in British Privateering, p 60.
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Conclusion

The driving force behind privateering in Nova Scotia at this tume was the
province's economic refationship with the West Indtes. Privateening only became
attractive when the West Indies trade collapsed. Privateering was carried out by the same
owners and crews who voyaged to the West Indies and when peace arrived in 1802, they
eagerly sought a return to peaceful trade. In fact privateer ships and crews themselves
often strove to carry en this trade, when converted to armed trading ships, bringing West
Indies cargoes back under the protection of their own guns.

Privateers played a useful military role in commerce destruction but their most
important military role was to the community of Liverpool. Privateer vessels wereina
distinct sense a sea-going version of the county’s militia, sharing many organisationat and
goals of the militia establishment ip Liverpool. In a broader sense privateering was an
armed defence of the West Indies market both dir-ctly and indirectly. Privateers sought
to destroy the French privateers that had crippled this trade, but their most frequent prey
became neutral American merchant ships who had taken over West Indies supply. The
privateers in a sense were taking a piece out of their competition. The commercial-
military tenston evident in this relattonship reflects tenstons that would eventually lead to
the War of 1812

With a total gross of about £120,000, privateering injected significant sums of
money into the economy of Nova Scotia, and most significantly, into the economies of
communities outside of Halifax. This reventie came &t a time when other activities,
notably the fishery and the west Indies trade, were depressed. In this manner, it
performed a valuable “counter-cyclical function”.
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These benefits came at a cost, the most distressing being the lives lost in the far
Canbbean, along with the social disruptions to Liverpool itself in violence. alcoholism
and family distress. However, many of these effects were not unique to privateering,
being part of the risks of fishing and West Indies trade A telling loss to the privateers
was the fate of two of their boldest officers. Alexander Godfrey and Lodowick
Harrington, not to privateering battles, but to peacetime hazards Godfiey perished from
fever on a West Indies trading voyage Harrington was killed in a fishing accident 8

The iong term effects of the privateering venture in 1798-1808 were diffuse A
substantial amount was skimmed off the top by officials in Halifax who regulated
privateering, and by Halifax merchants who had larger resources to buy prize goods at
auction and realise the profits of resale elsewhere --- all without real risk, financial or
physical.

However, by retaining the custody of prizes and keeping prize auctions in
Liverpool and Shelburne, privateering owners were able to limit this heaemorrhage to
Hafifax. The biggest drain on valuable investment of privateering profits was the bleak
economic picture in late eighteenth and early nincteenth century Nova Scotia  While 2
bright spot i a continually depressed fishery and camrying trade, privateering was not
powerful enough to completely transform these losses and much of the revenue from
privateering was no doubt eroded by losses in other sectors.

Better opportunities were in store. Trade revived in 1808 when the embargo acts
returmed the West Indies trade to Nova Scotia. Timber exports steadily grew in the early
nineteenth century as war cut England from its old timber supplies in the Baltic ¥**

Privateening supplied some resources to take advantages of these opportunities by

338perkins Diary, Dec. 11&13, 1801, IV, p. 352 (Harrington), Jan 17&18, 1805, V, p 88
(Gadfrey).
339Elizabeth Mancke.

mapmmamuzmm (PhD d!ss Jo!m Hopkms Umverssty Baittmore
Maryland, 1989), p. 61.
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sustaining and strengthening Nova Scotia’s merchant fleet and in some cases, such as
Simeon Perkins's new sawmill, by rew investment in timber. However the
complementary way that privateering irt the late 1790s sustained other maritime trades
would not be its most visible fegacy The large core of experienced privateer owners and
seamen trained in the Caribbean would put to sea in large numbers in the next war, taking
their trade to the waters of the United States.

While the major force behind privateers was economic, it is mislesding to
characterise their activities as a product of greed or avarice, unless all economic and
business decisions are interpreted this way. Prizemoney was the chief attraction to naval
service for both officers and seamen in the Royal Navy. M¢ While privateers did profit
from war, so did most of the successful businesses in Nova Scetia, be it a farmer in the
Annapolis Valey selling beef to the army or a merchant in Halifax selling mast timber to
the navy.

One of the attractions of privateering was the soctal mobility it seemed to offer by
giving all hands a direct share in voyage retums, instead of the finite reward of meagre
wages. The mobility created by privateering was enjoyed most of all by Liverpool's elite.
The officers and younger owners of privateers represented a new generation of Liverpool
leadership who were able to end their dependence on Halifax merchants and absentee
politicians  For Liverpool's middle class, the tradesmen snd small boat owners, the
opportunitics were important but less dramatic. For many, the command of prizemaster
represented their first command and a stepping stone to master of larger vessels later in
their career, an opportunity previously reserved for only sons of Liverpool's mercham
clite. For Liverpool's working classes privateering offered on average, better money than
any of their other employment options, in cash, when it was bard to come by. h also

HiRodgers, Wooden World, p. 135, Lewis, Social History of the Navy, p. 135, 316;
Bromley, Corsairs, 452.
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offered & unique working environment that gave them more say in how and where they
would sail. While privateering was a valuable opportunity. i was certainly not the
searoad to wealth for a working mariner. Thomas Raddall was not very far off the mark
when he described them as “young and fooking for riches and finding nothing but

adventures and sore bones "}

3IThomas Raddall, Prides Fancy, p. vi
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APPENDIX A

Privateer Vessais Nova Scotis 1783-1805
Year CrwlonsGuns Rig Pries Home fort

Ship

Chares Mary Wentworth 1708-1800 80 130 16 ship
Fly 1789 40 71 10 schnr
Nymph 170¢ 9C 159 18 begin
Netson 1788-130t 80 140 16 bogin
Duke of Kent 1785-1305 WO 186 20 ship
Lond Spencer 1798 58 12 schne
Rover 1800-1803 60 100 16 dvig
Eagle 1800 65 1487 14 schnr
Eart of Dubln 1800 80 00 10 schnr
Nymph 1800 100 130 18 shp
Generat Bowyer 1800-1803 80 135 14 ship
Frances Mary 1800 50 10 sioop
AVERAGE Crew: 736

AVERAGE Tens: 17

AVERAGE Guns: 145

TOTAL Prizes: &6 -

Armed Trader Merchant Stups Nove Scot:a 17831805

Ship
Britarma
Rasheigh
Duchess of Argyle
Tnion
Royat Fusihers
Lucy
Charles Mary
Royat Egward
Swallonw
Adamant
Flymng Fish
Jane
Sisters
Nymph
Lorg Nelson
Cargline
Flora
Commerce
Fhoenx
John
Foster Barham
Elza
Chaces Mary Wentwarl
ASia
Jason
Jane
Govemor Carleton
Rover
Young Phoemx
Mary

AVERAGE Crew:
AVERAGE Tons:
AVERAGE Guns:
TOTAL Prizss:

Year

1763
t793
1743
1795
1785
1785
1786
1796
1797
1787
1787
1788
1708
1798
1780

1788
1780
1788
1800
1800
1800
1800
1800
1600
1801
1803
1804
1805
1805

Crew TonsGuas Rig
30t ship
220 ship
25 T8  &sloop
165 ship
schor
ship
8 schnr
30 3B 16 ship
10 88 8 schar
20 100 8 Baghn
schnr
20 1586 t0shp
20 114 Gong
brg
27 271 2shp
11 S0 4 schor
18 146 10 bhg
20 210 D shp
12 73 4B
28 248 12 shp
20 3
145 beig
14 130 16 shp
50 20 ship
25 10
20 150 10 ship
12 180 6 bng
182 12 shp
ship
21.2
164
8.79

Ll
-y

LR B Bed t1 ]

-

Liverpoct
Liverpoot

Halifax
Sheibume
Livarpool
Liverpoal
Liverpooi
Halifax
Halifax
Liverpoo!
MHalifax
Liverpaot

Home Port

St Joha's NFL

Hahfax
Hahfax

Sheibume
Shelbume
Halfax
Quebec
Hahfax
Hafhfax

Halfax

tiverpoot

Halfsx

Hahtax

Hakfax

St John NB
Hahfax

Jersey. Channet s
London
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Ship
{18 te Conception

{9 Nostra Seignora det Carmen
50 schooner

S$! Hazard

52 st Michast

&3 French Schooner

5% Easgte

&5 Two Sisters

£% Union

&g Nostra Seniora De La Concaptitbagte 100 Spa

62 Fiy

&3 Moses Myers

&4 Rebeccsh

&5 Generat Greene

66 Difigent

7t Brtus

72 ratie Charotte

73 Pertey

7% Nostra Senora Det Carmen
7é SantaRaa

77 Howarna

Rig Yons FlagDewe of Captiny  Captor
Spa Dec. 291799  Nelson

schnr

schar

schnr

schar

Polac

Schm

schaf

schns

stoop

schor

beigtn

ship

stoop

schnr

ship

sloap

begtn

schne

schae

ship

22 Spa Jan 25 1800

38

Jan. 28, 1800

Feb. 3, 1800

50 Spa Mer 2 1800

Fre Mar 8 1800

148 US

Aprit??

Danis

50 Dane Mt Apcil 1800

s us

180 US

us

e us

June 14, 1800

Jung 17, 1800

June 17, 1880

June 25,1800

Duke of Kert
Duke of Kant
Lors Spencer
Duke of Kent
Ouke of Kent
Brig Nymph
B0g Ny
Duke of Kent
Duke of Kemt
Eagle

Rover

Raver

Rover

Eant of Dublin

135 US-Lhuly 31, 1800 Esd of Qubbin

83 US August2 1800 Eanof Dubkn

143 US Aug. 14,1800 Eariof Dubhn

60 Spa Sem. 6, 1800 Rover

120 Spa-(Sept. 11, 1800 Rover

165 US  Sept 18 1800 Eartof Qubhn

Ostgomne

Driver: aground st chbs carge sededt,
oondeThed June 10r1800

Sl 10 PRy Sparaen & Turk's et
Takan wilh HMS Sogknt
Sokt s Kabect Sy Mey 1410

Conclemosd Aprd 19 ASoeeied sokt My
1410010 R Barry

Tikoner by Dusice Mar S cytaion by Frer
prvateer Mar 12 re-rataicen by Tealer
e 12 taken D ANDOUE

Corciernneg n Bamweie

Congt, SOkt i Lares. Beck Jody 17:1800
e " Jamee”

Auctxcuns Juty 17 800 VeseeE poit kx
aoune 300

Condennad July 14, 1800

5% salvice peerie-Aug 11 90kt w5 L pook
Sapt 12 %0 Josah Comter, Appesied

58 savage pant I pricdees & reline ko
TN

Condemnnd Aug 10 1800 Sokt Sept 22
800 Condecnnation Revesssd Au)

AN SRR

Cong Sept2:1800 tirsucoessid sppes:
Sol? o AnEVWWm Woodkt Sept 11,2800
Renamad se prveieer Gesy Bowyer
Sald m Hakfie Sept 28 1800 Apcesl n
[T == T

Condt Sept F9°1800 Sokdto
Sakstnx 8t Dac 3111500,
Appeaiacvaiue restorsd Nov 18 108
Cond Nov 1t 1000 Soid to Rlex Gofirey
Nerw 221800

Candemaed Nov 11, 1800

Part of cargo condemnad &h and most
of e Felezead-Oct 18 1508
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APPENDIX D

PANS MG 1 Vol. §51 tem #7235
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APPENDIX E

NS Prvatesring Cruises

Year Yatse} Cruite Start Date ExiDats Laagth P
1788 C M Weniworth 1t August 15 Dec 18,1708 4months 2
1788 S M Wenlworth&Fi2nd  February 2 May 11,1789 3month §
1769 CM Wentwordh 3 June 19 Sept t1. 179 Amonth 3
1788 DukeofKent 8 June 29 Oct 2.178¢ 3month 2
1789 Neilson st July 14 Sept 26. 179t 25month 2
1789 Neison 2nd  November2e May$S 1800 @month  f
1788 CM Wenlworth 4th November2? May24 1789 &month ¢
1788  DukeofKent 2nd November2? June? 1500 Omonth 4
1780 Lerd Spencer 15t Novervber2? Smks March1 3Imonth 2
1800  Frances Mary 15t March § Ceptured July 3Imonth @
1800 Eagle June 1 1
1800 Rovet It June 4 July 4 1800 tmonth 3
1800 DukeofKent X9  Juyt Oct 4 1800 3Imenth O
1800 Rover and July 17 Oct16 1800 3Imonth 2
1800  Ear of Dubdin August 1 September 2month 3
1800 Netson 3¢ Seplember 2
1800 Nelson &h  Octaber 4 Sept 2. 130¢ tmonth 2
1800 Nymph st November 24  Mar 25 1801 4dmonth 3
1’00 Nymph Moy 2
18a0 Eagte Capiured-Sep

1801 Rover d Jonuary 27 May8 801 3Imenth 23
1801 Nefson S$th  Fabrugry 22 May S5 1801 2month 1t
1801  Genersl Bowyer May 1 1
1801 Nymph 2rd  Mayb Aug 7,180t 3 menth %
1201 Rover & Jure7 Sept 5 1801 3Imonth O
101 General Bowyer July 1 September  3month 3
1803 Generat Bowyer July 12 Augus! 2month 3
1802 Rover Sth August 18 Nov 7, 1803 3Amoath 2
1805 DOukeofKent 4&th  Apnl 17 Aug 16 1805 Jmonth 2

TOTAL Prizes: 56



APPENIEX F

West Indies Trade Record Halifax Light Duties PANS RG 31-108 Vot 1| Shelbume
Custom Register, Simeon Perkins Diary
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APPENDIX G

Prizes in Halifax. Vice Admiralty Price case Inventory PANS RG t Vol 378 Mfin 15440
This s an incomplete registry, missing both navy and privateer cases, but provides

an rough measure

Navy Privateer Total

1793 18 5
1794 29 29
17958 20 20
179 V7 17
1797

1798 27 H 28
1799 12 12 24
1800 28 20 48
831 7 10 107
1802 0 0 )
1803 8 3 11
1804 8 0 8
1808 26 5 31
1806 42 42
1807 26 26
I808 12 12
1809 3 3
1810 o 6
1811 15 15

Royal Navv Vessels with Prizes in Halifax. 1798-1805
National Archives Finding Aid RG 8 Sernies IV

St Albans Hinde Aurora
Prevoyante Boston Leander
Vixen Assistance Cambrian
Thetis Temegant Busy
Hussar Cleopatra Columbian
Lynx Andromache

Driver Pheasant

Andromeda America

Braake Swan

Spencer Lapwing



APPENDIX H

Value of Prizes to Nova Scotia Privateers
Note Values are in provincial currency. Often sources list only the value of the
vessel, not the cargo. Estimated values have been derived from vessel tonnage, adjusted

for cargo type.

Ship Year Rig Tons Recorded Value Estimated Value
Nostra SegnoraDelCarmen 1798 brigtn 145 7460 7460
Morning Star I798 brgtn 2500
French Privateer - F798 schnr 500
Nostra Senora Det Carmen 1799  brigtn 160 10000 6000
Diligence 1799 schnr 40 1000 1500

La Liebre 1799 brg 120 6000
Fortuna 1799 schnr 50 350 400
Casualidad £179% schn 140 2339 7000
Josephina 1799 schnar 90 66 650
Nostra Seigrora Del Carmen 1799 Schar 2000
Nostra Sengora Del Rostana 1799 Schar 80 3000
Lady Hammond 1799 schar 22000 5500
Spanish Sloop 1769 sloop 1000

St. Cnisto del Gaz 1799 Xebec 6% 88 {ship) $2700 cash 1000
Sally 1769 brgm 79 3288 1644
Santo Christo del Grace 1792 Xebec 60 2220
Betsy 1799 schor 1078 1078

La Conception 1799 schnr 500
Nostra Seignora del Carmen 1800 schnr 28 500
schooner 1800 schar 500
Hazard 1800 schnr 38 sch:$8000, cargo $13000 4200

St. Michgel {800 Brgtn/Polaca S0 1850
French Schooner 18060 Schnr recaptured
Eagle 1800 schnr 148 5476
Two Sisters 1800 schnr 2000
Enion 1800 sloop 50 1800
Nostra Sentora Del.a Concept 1800 brigtn 100 4400
Fly 1800 schnr 105 €900 6937
Moses Myers t800 brgte 160 7092 1182
Rebeccah 1800 ship 875 6250
General Greene 1800 sloop 68 4977 Released
Brutus 1800 ship 135 3444 3444
Little Chaslotte 1802 sloop 63 231e 319
Berkley 1800 brgtn 143 2093 Released
Nostra Senora Del Carmen 1800 schar 60 schor £238 2200
Santa Ria 1800 schor 120 850 1Q00

Howard I800 ship 165 372-15 372



Sally 1800 Brgtn
Austria 180 brgtn
Fabius 1800 ship
schooner with coffee 1800

Nostra Seignora Del Carmen 1801 schar
Industry 1801 sloop
La Fame 1801 schnr
Adams 1801 schar
Columbus 1801  ship
Nostra Senora Del Carmen 1801

Ehza 1801 schar
Abigail 1801 bng
Argus 1801 ship
Maria 1801 schnr
Peggy 1801 scher
Nancy 1801 schar
Batt 1801

Trots Freres 1803 brgtn
Lazarotte 1803 brgtn
Spanish Schooner 1805  Schnr
L.'Hirondelle 1805 schnr
TOTAL Est. Value: 119559

147
140
223

60

50
152

83
HES
212
90
73
72

160

30

1674

2283

schar £238
$800 + $11228 72

208
$£6000+coffee

schar 200

SOQURCE: Prize files NA RG 8 IV, Diary of Simeon Perkins

Released
Released
Released
3330
2253
Released
500
2405
Released
2040
Released
Released
Released
1939
1200
3240
1369
7200
Released
Recaptured
110
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FYPICAL LVERPOQOL PREVAFEERS 17981803

Ship: Duke of Kent Brig: Rever

Briguntine: Nelson Schooner:Lord Spencer Sloap: Francis Mary
R0 men I6guns 60 men 40 men

(Oulines from Ships and Scaman of the American Revofution Jack Coggins)

INTERIOR OF PRIVATEER CHARIES MARY WENTWORTH

A + . MAIN OR CUR DECK 6. MANIE KATCR
HMezzeniias ﬁf;}. 2. PERTH DECK 7 FORE RATCH
3 QUARTERDFCK Tare B GALLEY
- 4. FORECASTLE Mnt 9 HEAD
3 5. Pumes

T TN
R R TR LSS PURSGAN

Bascd on a2 New Eagland privateer design in The History of American Sailing Ships
Howard Chappelle




