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To those at the Chancery of the Archdiocese of Toronto who 
released as much information as they dared, withheld only 
the data as they had to, and destroyed as few records as 
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Archbishop Leonard Wall.
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ABSTRACT

Although largely forgotten by today's secular world, 
half a century ago the Prince Edward Island born cardinal, 
James McGuigan, was perhaps the best known Catholic 
churchman in Canada. A brilliant administrator, he was 
reputed to have been the youngest archbishop in the 
Catholic world when he was appointed to Regina, at the age 
of 35. Five years later he was moved to Toronto, where he 
became the first cardinal for that minority within a 
minority— the English Speaking Catholics.

McGuigan was a compassionate priest identified by his 
charming smile and great booming laugh. He was the heroic 
archbishop of Regina, the one who suffered a nervous 
breakdown upon realizing the apparently impossible 
economic conditions there. This revelation occurred at 
the beginning of the Great Depression and at the start of 
another terrible Prairie drought. Fortunately, in a short 
time he largely recovered and as a "beggar bishop" 
stabilized the enormous debt of the Archdiocese of Regina 
that was mounting "at a terrible rate". Transferred to 
Toronto the prelate was able to take advantage of the war 
time boom and post war economy to pay off an encumbrance 
three times that of his former posting, while handling the 
almost overwhelming multilingual influx that changed that
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city from the "Belfast of Canada" to one in which 
Catholics were the largest religious group.

This thesis will not only present a general biography of 
McGuigan, but will also attempt to understand the sources 
of his recurring emotional problems, to what extent they 
were overcome, and how his emotional instability 
affected his work for the Church.



INTRODUCTION

In t h e  yea rs  f o l l o w in g  t h f  end of t h e  Second World Mar, 

when r e l i g i o n  was s t i l l  an impor t an t  p u b l i e  e v e n t ,  t h e

P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  born c a r d i n a l ,  James McGuigan, was 

a rg ua b ly  t h e  b e s t  known C a th o l i c  churchman i n  Canada.  

Repu t ed ly ,  he had been t he  younge.st a r c hb i s ho p  i n  t h e  

wor ld ,  and,  a f t e r  h i s  l a t e r  appoin tment  t o  To ron to ,  he 

became t he  f i r s t  c a r d i n a l  f o r  t h a t  Canadian double  

m i n o r i t y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  speak ing  C a t h o l 1 o s . ( 1 )  Having a 

charming s m i l e ,  and g r e a t  booming l augh ,  McGuigan was a l s o  

known f o r  h i s  sympathy fo r  t he  poor .  Being a churchman 

of h i s  t im es ,  he became a g r e a t  M a r i a n i s t  who i n f l u e n c e d ,  

and t hen  behe ld  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  he r  b o d i l y  a s sumpt ion  as 

chu rch  dogma. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  he seems to  have d i ed  in  nea r  

d e s p a i r  hav ing  seen  t h e  Church w i th  i t s  Medieval  a t t i t u d e s  

s e v e r e l y  weakened,  i f  no t  d e s t r o y e d .  As w e l l ,  he became 

bed r i d d e n  f o r  n i n e  y e a r s  f o l l o w in g  a s t r o k e .

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y ,  he was f i r s t  r a t e .  During t h e  e a r l y  

1930s,  McGuigan. lowered h ims e l f  t o  a "beggar  b i sho p"  (2)  to  

save  t he  Archd iocese  of Regina from bank rup t cy  and to  

p r e s e r v e  t h e  Canadian C a t h o l i c  Ch u r c h ' s  c r e d i t  r a t i n g .

In t he  1940s,  he l a r g e l y  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  much g r e a t e r  debt  

of t h e  Toronto  Arch d ioc e se ,  and i n  t h e  po s t - w a r  p e r i o d  he 

was a b l e  t o  hand l e  t h e  t remendous wave of immig ra t i on  t h a t  

changed t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and e t h n i c  f a c e  of O n t a r i o .
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However,  t h e  p r i c e  was h ig h ,  sometimes t oo  h igh .

McGuigan . suf fe red  a ne rvous  breakdown a t  t h e  beg inn in g  of 

t h e  Grea t  Dep res s ion  and was a f f e c t e d  by i t s  l i n g e r i n g  

r e s u l t s  f o r  t he  r e s t  of  h i s  l i f e ,  fis a r e s u l t  he deve loped  

an o b s e s s io n  c on ce rn in g  t h i n g s  f i n a n c i a l  t h a t  t ended  t o  

crowd out  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  r e l i e f  he so d e s p e r a t e l y  needed.

In a d d i t i o n  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  McGuigan' s  l i f e ,  t h i s  

d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  e x h i b i t  some of  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  

C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Canada and w i l l ,  by n e c e s s i t y ,  i n t e r a c t  

w i th  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r y  from 1894 t o  1965.  

F i n a l l y ,  one c h a p t e r ,  t h e  e l e v e n t h ,  w i l l  a t t emp t  to 

u n de r s t a nd  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s u n f o r t u n a t e  psychology by l ook ing  

a t  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and i t s  f o r m a t io n .

In t h e  f i r s t  major  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  T s h a l l  

d e s c r i b e  t h e  s t r e s s f u l  t r a i n i n g  and l i f e  of t h e  p r i e s t  

du r i n g  McGuigan' s  t ime  as  wel l  a s  d i s c u s s  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  

t h rough  which he moved t o  a t t a i n  t h e  c a r d i n a l  a t e .

In t h e  long second s e c t i o n ,  I s h a l l  w r i t e  a gen e ra l  

b iography  of  t h e  c a r d i n a l  showing how he was a "Sunny Jim" 

up t o  about  h i s  30th y e a r .  S i m u l t a n e o u s ly ,  I s h a l l  

d e m o ns t r a t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s t r e s s  he f e l t .  Th i s  d i f f i c u l t y  

was c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  h i s  m e t e o r i c  r i s e  t h rough t h e  Ch ur c h ' s  

h i e r a r c h y  in  Western  Canada and cu lmina t ed  in h i s  

appoin tment  t o  bankrupt .  Regina  a s  a r c h b i s h o p  when on ly  

35 y e a r s  of age .  Wi th in  fou r  months he had h i s  f i r s t
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ne rvous  breakdown.  A f t e r  an i n t e n s e  s t r u g g l e  t o  r e c o v e r  

du r i n g  t h e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  of  1930-31,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  

Regina Archd iocese  t o  s t a b i l i z e  i t s  f i n a n c e s .  However,  t he  

man who emerged from h i s  d i s t r e s s  was no t  "Sunny J im",  but  

one who was s adde r  and w i se r  and who had t o  s t r u g g l e  t h e  

r e s t  of  h i s  l i f e  a g a i n s t  ex t reme mood swings .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  

d i f f i c u l t y ,  he ro se  r a p i d l y  t o  become a r c h b i sh o p  of 

Canada ' s  most p r e s t i g i o u s  E n g l i s h  speak ing  d i o c e s e  a t  t h e  

age of  40,  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  spe ak ing  c a r d i n a l  a t  

51, and a nominal  papal  c a n d i d a t e  a dozen ye a r s  l a t e r .

In t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  I w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  McGuigan 

p robab ly  s u f f e r e d  from manic d e p r e s s i o n ,  and show how he 

dampened s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i s  emot iona l  ex t remes  to  l e ave  a 

much b e t t e r  b u i l t  church  t han  t h e  one he i n h e r i t e d .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  or  pe rhaps  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  McGuigan was f o r c e d  

t o  r e t i r e  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  of t he  1960s 

r a d i c a l l y  changed Canadian s o c i e t y  and s e v e r e l y  weakened 

t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n .  In  t h i s  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  

I w i l l  a l s o  a t t em p t  t o  answer  t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s :  What were

t h e  caus e s  of h i s  emot iona l  probl ems?  To what de g re e  d id  

he overcome h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ?  And how much d i d  h i s  

i n s t a b i l i t y  a f f e c t  h i s  work?

Since  l i t t l e  has  been w r i t t e n  ab o u t ,  or  by t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  

he i s  l i t t l e  i s  known to  younger  g e n e r a t i o n s . A modest  

man, McGuigan g e n e r a l l y  l i m i t e d  h i m s e l f  t o  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
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a f f a i r s .  For example,  t h e r e  a r e  h i s  Regina sermons ( i n  

E n g l i s h , French and German),  a few i n t r o d u c t i o n s  to 

r e l i g i o u s  tomes and a number of r e p o r t s  on t h e  f i n a n c i a l

s t a t e  of t h e  Archd ioce se s  of Regina and of To ron to .  There  

a r e  h i s  sermons in  t h e  C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r , and a few 

j o i n t  m i s s i v e s  wi th  o t h e r  b i sh o p s .  L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  was t h e  

weekly column in  t h e  Toronto  Te l eg ram, which was l a r g e l y  

w r i t t e n  by p r i e s t s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  

C o l l e g e ,  something that,  e x p l a i n s  t he  columns '  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

range  of t o p i c s  and s t y l e s . (3)

In s p i t e  of be ing  a very  p r i v a t e  man, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 

was c a r d i n a l  meant  t h a t  McGuigan a l s o  had a p u b l i c  image.  

His 1945 appo in tment  t o  t h e  Co l l e ge  of  C a r d i n a l s  made t he  

f r o n t  pages  of  many Canadian newspaper s ,  as wel l  a s  t h e  New 

York T imes . Two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  Marian Congre s s ,  which he 

headed as  pe r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of Pope P iu s  X I I ,  b r ough t  

t h e  McGuigan back t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n .  His i n d i g n a t i o n ,  

a roused  by communist  p e r s e c u t i o n  of  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church in  

E a s t e r n  Europe,  a l s o  made t h e  f r o n t  pages  of t h e  To ron to  

p a p e r s .

On becoming a p r i n c e  of t h e  C h u r c h , (4) McGuigan had t o  

p l ay  h i s  new r o l e  f o r  t h e  honte town crowd. To ron to  h e l d  a 

g rand pa r ade  and c i v i c  r e c e p t i o n  which i r o n i c a l l y  was 

ho s t e d  by t he  mayor who was an Orangeman. C h a r l o t t e t o w n  

fo l l owed  w i th  a s i m i l a r  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  bu t  w i t h o u t  an Orange
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c h i e f  m a g i s t r a t e .  Even Quhec C i t y ,  where McGuigan had 

s t u d i e d  f o r  t h e  p r i e s t h o o d  du r i ng  t h e  F i r s t  World War, 

s t a g ed  a l a r g e  p u b l i c  welcome h o s t e d  by t h e  p r i m a t e  of 

C a t h o l i c  Canada,  Ca rd ina l  J ean - M ar i e -R ode r i gu e  V i l l e n e u v e .  

McGuigan a l s o  made s e m i - p u b l i c  ap pea rances  by a c c e p t i n g  

honorary  d e g re e s .  In 1939,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

America honoured t h e i r  former  canon law s t u d e n t  w i th  a 

Do c t o r a t e .  Niaga ra  U n i v e r s i t y  ( B u f f a l o ,  N.Y.)  f o l lowed  

w i th  an o th e r  deg ree  ;'.n 1942,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto  

c e l e b r a t e d  h i s  a ch i evemen t s  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  and Laval 

U n i v e r s i t y  g r a n t e d  b o t h  McGuigan and Prime M i n i s t e r  

Louis  Saint.  Lauren t  honour s  i n  1952,  A decade  l a t e r ,  

Da lhous i e  f e l i c i t a t e d  McGuigan. F i n a l l y ,  in  1964,  S t .  

D u n s t a n ' s  p r e s e n t e d  i t s  aged alumnus wi th  h i s  l a s t  d eg ree ,  

in  a b s e n t i a  ( 5 ) .

A few minor  books have been w r i t t e n  about  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  

t h e  f i r s t  be ing  Wi l l iam P e r k i n s  B u l l ' s  From MacDonel l  t o  

McGuigan, A H i s t o r y  of  t h e  Growth of t h e Roman C_athoiic 

Archdiocese  of Toronto  (1939 ) .  Henry S o m e r v i l l e ,  e d i t o r  of 

t he  C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r , p roduced  a t h i n ,  and r a t h e r  fawning 

tome. To Rome and Home (1946) ,  t h a t  t o l d  of McGuigan' s t r i p  

to  Rome t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Red Hat .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  McClel land 

& S t e war t  rushed  a b i o g ra p h y ,  James Car d i n a l  McGu i g a n , i n t o  

p r o d u c t i o n .  Th is  was t o  t ap  t h e  i n t e r e s t  f o l l o w in g  t h e  

Marian Congre,s s , The c l a im  of t h e  a u t h o r ,  Claude Laing
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F i s h e r ,  t h a t  b r e v i t y  was t he  b e s t  form f o r  a b iog raphy  

demons t ra ted  t h e  b o o k ' s  ] i m i t a t i o n s . (6 )

I t  r e q u i r e d  t he  c a r d i n a l ' s 25th e p i s c o p a l  a n n i v e r s a r y ,  

in  1955,  t o  b r i n g  him s t r o n g l y  back t o  t h e  p u b l i c  eye.

The Toronto  S t a r  ran  a impor t an t  a r t i c l e  on t h e  ev en t .

As w e l l ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1960s,  j u s t  b e f o r e  he r e t i r e d ,  t h e  

Globe and Mail Magazine conducted  a l eng th y  i n t e r v i e w .

In 1965, i t  was b r i e f l y  no t ed  t h a t  t h e  e l d e r l y  p r i e s t  had 

s u f f e r e d  a c r i p p l i n g  s t r o k e ,  but. l i t t l e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  

was p a id  t o  him u n t i l  he d ied  n in e  y ea r s  l a t e r .  At t h a t  

t ime t he  usua l  mix of  e x p r e s s i o n s  of s i n c e r e  sor row and 

p l a t i t u d e s  were h e a r d . At l e a s t  T o r o n t o ’ s S a i n t  

M i c h a e l ' s  Ca thed ra l  was f i l l e d  f o r  t he  f u n e r a l  Mass ,

Almost immedia te ly  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  S i s t e r  Magdalene 

Bar ton  S.O.S.  wrote  a paper  of 48 pages  on McGuigan as p a r t  

of her  t h e s i s  cou r se  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  of O t t aw a , G e n e r a l l y ,  

however,  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  c a r d i n a l  d id  no t  r e v i v e  u n t i l  t h e  

1980s.  In t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  1980s,  I p roduced 150 

words f o r  t h e  Canadian E n c y c lo p e d i a , as wel l  a s  f ou r  pages  

fo r  t he  Untold  S to ry :  The I r i s h  i n  Canada . More r e c e n t l y ,  

Fa th e r  Joseph O ' N e i l l  wrote  a p e r c e p t i v e  a r t i c l e  on h i s  

Eminences* r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Holy Name S o c i e t y  and Marxism. 

Fol lowing t h i s ,  "Ned" B e l l i veau,  a r e t i r e d  C a t h o l i c  

r e p o r t e r  f o r  t h e  Toronto  S t a r , p roduced a major  a r t i c l e  on



IX

the  l a t e  c a r d i n a l  and h i s  .Vispute wi th  t h a t  newspaper ,

B e l l i veau wro te  t h i s  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  never  has  been a t horough b i og ra p h y ,  

nor  open d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s emot iona l  p rob l ems ,  

Both w i l l  be ad d r e s s ed  t o  some e x t e n t  by t h i s  t h e s i s ,

I hope t o  w r i t e  a f u l l  b iog rap hy  l a t e r ,  hav ing  been 

drawn i n t o  t h i s  s u b j e c t  by my f a t h e r ' s  d ea t h  in  1982. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  even t  l ed  me t o  t r a c e  our  f ami ly  t r e e .  

Fo l lowing  was a s t udy  of t h e  I r i s h  i n  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  

and,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  c a r d i n a l .

As I d i s c o v e r e d ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c a r d i n a l  was 

r a t h e r  l i m i t e d ,  I was no t  a P u r c e l l  who d i s c o v e r e d  

McGuigan' s  d i a r i e s , (7) assuming such  eve r  e x i s t e d . (8)

This  l a ck  of p r i v a t e  m a t e r i a l  a l s o  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

w r i t e  an i n n e r  b io g r aph y .  The b e s t  t h a t  I could  do was t o  

produce  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s e s sme n t  i n  Pa r t  3,

Most of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c a r d i n a l  i s  he ld  by t he  

Arch ive s  of  t h e  Archdiocese  of  Toronto  (AAT), where t h e r e  

a r e  many c a t a l o g u e d  l e t t e r s  and a l a r g e  number of 

u n i d e n t i f i e d  ph o t og ra ph s .  When I was working f o r  them, t he  

a r c h i v i s t ,  S i s t e r  F r i e d a  Watson,  t o l d  me t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l an  

was no t  t o  a l l ow any of h i s  c o r r e sp o nd e nc e  t o  s ee  t h e  l i g h t  

of day.  S u b s eq ue n t l y ,  a l i m i t e d  number of  h i s  g en e ra l  

l e t t e r s  were opened t o  c e r t a i n  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  I d i s c o v e r e d ,  

however ,  even i f  one could  r ead  a l e t t e r ,  one could  not
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n e c e s s a r i l y  photocopy i t .  This  a t t i t u d e  was i n  s t a r k  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  Arch ive s  of  t h e  Diocese  of 

Cha r lo t t e t o wn  where I was p e r m i t t e d  a lo ne  i n t o  t h e

v a u l t  and a l s o  i n t o  t h e  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  

c o l l e c t i o n .  Al though u n - c a t a l o g u e d ,  and only g e n e r a l l y  

o r ga n i zed ,  t h e s e  h o l d in g s  y i e l d e d  much m a t e r i a l  on t h e  

c a r d i n a l ' s e a r l y  y e a r s  and v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on h i s  t ime 

in  Western Canada,  e s p e c i a l l y  Edmonton and R e g i n a . (9)

Other  church a r c h i v e s  were a c c e s s e d  m os t l y  by m a i l .  For  

example,  t h e  Arch ive s  Desc h t e l  e t e s  i n  Ot tawa y i e l d e d  one 

of McOuigan's f i n a n c i a l  r e p o r t s  from t h e  To ron to  y e a r s ,  and 

t h e  B r o t h e r s  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  School  ( S t .  John De l a  S a l l e )  

had i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e i r  r e c e n t l y  r e v e a l e d  s c a n d a l s  which 

s t a r t e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s t ime .  Other  s o u r c e s  t h a t  

should  have been more a c c e s s i b l e  o r  comprehens ive  were n o t .  

The Archive s  of  t h e  Archdiocese  of  Edmonton had a l i m i t e d  

amount of  h i s  co r r e spondence  and t h e r e  was no space  f o r  

r e s e a r c h e r s .  Regina  had a lmos t  n o t h i n g  excep t  h i s  p a s t o r a l  

l e t t e r s ,  McOuigan having  t aken  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  h i s  m i s s i v e s  

t o  Toronto  where s i x  decades  l a t e r ,  t h ey  a r e  s t i l l  s e a l e d  

by AAT. In Winnipeg where t h e  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  born  

Archbishop A l f r e d  A. S i n n o t t  l i v e d ,  co r r e sp on d e n ce  was 

not  f u l l y  c a t a l o g u e d  nor  a c c e s s i b l e ,  even by m a i l .  More 

u se f u l  was t h e  Orand Seminary of  Qubec which had 

i n f o r m a t i o n  on McOuigan’ s y e a r s  t h e r e ,  wh i l e  i t s  a s s o c i a t e d
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i n s t i t u t i o n ,  Laval  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a l s o  s u p p l i e d  some 

i n f o r m a t i o n  from t h a t  t ime .

Of t h e  few s e c u l a r  a r c h i v e s  which had r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l ,  

t h e  b e s t  were t h e  Na t i on a l  Arch ive s  of  Canada i n  Ottawa and 

t h e  a r c h i v e s  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d ,

The Na t i o na l  Arch ive s  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  pa pe r s  of Sena to r  

Ch a r l e s  Murphy as wel l  t h o s e  of t h e  C o - o p e ra t i v e  

Commonwealth F e d e r a t i o n  (CCP). Dur ing t h e  1930s Murphy 

he lped  McGuigan on h i s  begging  t o u r s  t o  save  t h e  

Archd ioce se  of Regina from b a nk rup t c y .  Murphy a l s o  

co r r e sponded  w i th  Archb i shops  Henry J .  O 'Leary  of  Edmonton 

and A l f r e d  A. s i n n o t t  c o nc e rn in g  t h e  McGuigan' s 1930 

s e t b a c k .  The CCP pa pe r s  had i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  co n f l i c t ,  

between t h e  p a r t y  and e l eme n t s  of t h e  Regina  c l e r g y . The 

U n i v e r s i t y  of P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  m a t e r i a l  i n c l u d e d  

S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  Red and White  Magazine and P r i n c e  of Wales '  

C o l l e g e  T imes . The U n i v e r s i t y  a l s o  had a number of 

pho t og raph s  of t h e  c a r d i n a l  b e f o r e  and a f t e r  he e n t e r e d  t h e  

p r i e s t h o o d ,  and i t s  c o l l e c t i o n s  p o s s e s s e d  many p r o s p e c t !  as  

wel l  a s  a number of  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  him.

Newspapers were u s e f u l .  The C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r  of Toronto  

( f o r  much of  i t s  t ime  c a l l e d  t h e  Canadian  R e g i s t e r ) had 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  go ld  b u r i e d  under  much d r o s s .  I had f r e e  

a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  o r e  c o u r t e s y  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of S t .  

M i c h a e l ' s  C o l l e g e .  The c o l l e g e  even a l l owed me t o  borrow
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m ic r o f i lm  cop i e s  f o r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a t  a n o t h e r  l i b r a r y .  The 

Western C a th o l i c  R e p o r t e r  and t h e  P r a i r i e  Messenger  covered  

t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e s  of Edmonton and Regina s i m i l a r l y ,  wh i l e  

s e c u l a r  j o u r n a l s  such as t h e  Globe and Mai 1 , Toron to  S t a r , 

Ch a r l o t t e t o w n  G u a r d i a n . Québec C h r o n i c l e . Reaina  Leader  

P o s t . and Edmonton B u l l e t i n , gave a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on r e l i g i o u s  e v e n t s ,  a s  wel l  a s  g e n e r a l  background m a t e r i a l  

from th e  c a r d i n a l ' s  t i m e s ,  and i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e s e  p l a c e s  

where he l i v e d  t h e r e .

However,  wi thou t  more i n f o r m a t i o n  co n ce rn in g  McGuigan' s  

q u a r t e r  c e n tu ry  as a r c h b i sh o p  of  To ron to ,  a f a t a l  b lock  

in t h i s  l abour  would have been e n c o u n t e r e d .  Two t h i n g s  

came t o  my a id - - t . he  1990 S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  A n n iv e r s a r y  of 

t h e  Archd iocese  of To ron to ,  and t h e  t r u s t ,  that .  I g a ined  

from a number of p r i e s t s .

T o r o n t o ' s  1990 Ann i ve r s a ry  f e a t u r e d  a major  h i s t o r i c a l  

co n fe r e n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  C o l l e g e .

A l a r g e  number of  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  McGuigan were h e a r d ,  and 

s e v e r a l  books emerged,  one p r o v i d i n g  a c c e s s  t o  dozens  of 

h i t h e r t o  c l o s ed  l e t t e r s ,  The b e s t  of t h e s e  books were 

.John M o i r ' s  Church and S o c i e t y  and Mark McGowan and Br i an  

C l a r k e ' s C a t h o l i c s  a t  The ' G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e ' . As w e l l ,  

du r i n g  t he  incumbency of F a t h e r  Car l  Matthews S. .7 . ,  as 

e d i t o r  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r , a t  l e a s t  two a r t i c l e s  

appea red  on t h e  c a r d i n a l  c o n t a i n i n g  h i n t s  o f  h i s  emot iona l
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probl ems.  About t h i s  t ime ,  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  a l s o  began to  

emerge conce rn in g  t h e  Archd ioce se  of Toronto ,  Most, were 

e t h n i c  r e l a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  co n ce rn in g  t h e  I t a l i a n s .

However,  s p o r a d i c a l l y  t hey  r e f e r r e d  t o  more of McGuigan' s  

l e t t e r s  such as t h e  c l o s e d  p o l i t i c a l  f i l e .

The f i n a l  key t o  un lo ck in g  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s l i f e  was t h e  

t r u s t  t h a t  I b u i l t  w i t h  a number of c l e r g y ,  Since  

McGuigan' s  two l i v i n g  r e l i g i o u s  s e c r e t a r i e s  (now bo th  

r a i s e d  t o  t he  e p i s c o p a t e )  g e n e r a l l y  would only  t a l k  of t he  

happy day s ,  and t h e  c h a n c e r y ' s  l o n g - t i m e  s e c u l a r  s e c r e t a r y  

seems de te rmined  t o  c a r r y  t o  t h e  g rave  what she 

e x p e r i e n c e d  in he r  more t han  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  of s e r v i c e  t o  

a t  l e a s t  f ou r  a r c h b i s h o p s ,  I sought  i n f o r m a t i o n  from th e  

nex t  l e v e l . These were peop l e  who had a l s o  worked i n  t h e  

ch anc e ry ,  or  who had been connec t ed  w i th  McGuigan i n  some 

i m p o r t an t  way. Three  of  them, a l l  p r " e s t s  o rd a i ne d  by t he  

by him, must  be s i n g l e d  out  he r e  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e .

The f i r s t  of  t h e s e ,  Monsignor Vincent  Poy, had been s e n t  

by McGuigan t o  Laval  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s t u d y  canon law. L a t e r ,  

he s e r v ed  as t h e  p r e s i d i n g  judge on t h e  Chu rc h ' s  P r o v i n c i a l  

Mar r i age  T r i b u n a l . He was a f r e q u e n t  g ue s t  at  t he  

c a r d i n a l ' s  "famous" a t -home Monday n i g h t  b r i d g e  games and 

engaged i n  long d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  t h e  c a r d i n a l  when t he  

p r i e s t  d rove  h i s  s u p e r i o r  home a f t e r  work.  A d e f e n d e r  of 

C a t h o l i c  o r t h odo xy ,  Monsignor  Poy had been asked  by F a t h e r
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Edward Jackman O .P . ,  h i s t o r i a n  of t h e  Archd ioce se  of 

Toron to ,  t o  w r i t e  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' . s  b i o g r ap hy .  However,  be ing  

r e t i r e d  and f e e l i n g  he l a cked  t h e  t ime and energy ,  he

d e c l i n e d .  I n s t e a d ,  he k i n d l y  s u p p l i e d  me w i th  an abundance 

of  i n fo r m a t i o n  from bo th  h i s  f i l e s  and h i s  memory.

F a t h e r  John McOoey, a Sca rborough  m i s s i o n e r ,  had spen t  

many ye a r s  i n  China ,  b u t ,  a long  w i th  most o t h e r  C h r i s t i a n  

p r o s e l y t i z e r s , was e x p e l l e d  a f t e r  t h e  1949 communist  

v i c t o r y .  McGoey was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Ca r ibbean  where,  in  

1960, he r e c e i v e d  a s u r p r i s i n g  c a l l  from h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  t he  

Very Rev. F r a n c i s  Diement .  McOoey, who had a r e p u t a t i o n  as 

a c o u n s e l l o r ,  was asked t o  a cc ep t  t he  c a r d i n a l  as  h i s  g ue s t  

f o r  about  a month.  He d i d .  McGuigan and McGoey met d a i l y ,  

and t h e  o ld  man ba r e d  h i s  s o u l .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when 

I c o n t a c t e d  t h i s  c l e r i c ,  he pa s s e d  on what he t hough t  was 

p r o p e r .

The f i n a l  p r i e s t ,  t h e  Rev. Edward Lawler ,  was a g r e a t  

admi r er  of t he  c a r d i n a l ,  but. a l s o  knew h i s  f o i b l e s  and was 

not  shy t o  speak of them. Lawlor ,  as p a r t  of McGuigan' s  

s o c i a l  program,  b u i l t  c o o p e r a t i v e  hous ing  i n  Oshawa, 

O n t a r i o .  When T wro t e  t h i s  p r i e s t  s i x  y e a r s  ago,  he no t  

onl y gave ge n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  bu t  a l s o  

p a i n t e d  c h a r a c t e r  s k e t c h e s  of some of  h i s  em in en c e ' s  

a p p o i n t e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  semina ry  r e c t o r s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  he 

v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  s h a r e  h i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  knowledge co nce rn ing
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t h e  Second Va t i c an  Counc i l ,  as  wel l  as t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  

h i s t o r y .

D e sp i t e  f i n a n c i a l  problems due t o  l ack of " j o b s ,  j ob s ,  

j obs "  and my r e s u l t a n t  d i s t r e s s ,  I p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  and must t hank my s u p e r v i s o r ,  Pé d ra ig  6 S i a d h a i l ,  

Ph .D. ,  ( c h a i r  h o l d e r  i n  I r i s h  S t u d i e s  a t  Sa i n t  Mary ' s  

U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  and my major  r e a d e r ,  Kenneth MacKinnon, Ph .D . ,  

p r o f e s s o r  of  E n g l i s h  a t  S a i n t  Mary ' s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  as wel l  as 

J acques  Go u l e t ,  S . T .D . ,  of  t h e  Depar tment  of  R e l i g i o n  a t  

Mount S a i n t  Vincent.  U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  

c r i t i c i s m s  and sympathy i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e .  Also ,  I must 

g iv e  kudos t o  Te r r enc e  O'Mal ley of Athol  Murray C o l l e g e  f o r  

r e a d i n g  t h e  Saskatchewan c h a p t e r s ,  and t o  my mo the r ,  S t e l l a  

Marie  Hea l ey ,  f o r  p e r u s i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  t e x t .  F i n a l l y ,  I 

must thank  Co l in  Howel l ,  Ph .D . ,  of  Sa i n t  Mary ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  

f o r  c h a i r i n g  my de f en ce .



n ot es ; 
t o  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n

(1) E n g l i sh  spe ak i ng  C a t h o l i c s  were a double  m i n o r i t y
in t h a t  t h e i r  numbers w i t h in  t h e  church ,  when combined 
wi th  t he  s l i g h t l y  s u p e r i o r  number of  Fr ench  s p e a k e r s ,  
s t i l l  d i d  no t  q u i t e  make up 50% of  t h o s e  Canadi ans  who
c la imed t o  be r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e v e r s .  McGowan, Mark G. and 
C l a r k ,  Br i an  C, C a t h o l i c s  a t  t h e  ' G a t h e r i n g  P l a c e ' ,
P x x i i .

(2) McGuigan u se s  t h e  p h r a s e ,  " I  s h a l l  be a beggar  f o r  
t he  r e s t  of my d a y s " , i n  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  wi th  Se na to r  
Cha r l e s  Murphy about  Regina .  Na t i on a l  Arch ives  of  Canada,  
(NAC), The Se na to r  C h a r l e s  Murphy P a p e r s , MG27 I I I  B8. Vol 
19, 27 Apr i l  1931,  p 7559.

(3) F a t h e r  Fred Black C.S.B.  t o  a u t h o r ,  9 J anua ry  1991. 
Fa t h e r  Black was one of a number of p r i e s t s  a t  The 
U n i v e r s i t y  of S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  C o l l ege  who he lped  make t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  The B a s i l i a n s  who wrote  t h e s e  
a r t i c l e s  used t o  have a good t ime  commenting on how many 
d i f f e r e n t ,  s t y l e s  His Eminence used!

(4) The Red Hat was one of t h r e e  symbols of  o f f i c e  f o r  
c a r d i n a l s , the  o t h e r  two be ing  t h e  red b i r e t t a  and t he  
topaz  r i n g .  McGuigan ' s  Red Hat. s t i l l  hangs above t he  
a l t a r  a t  Sa in t  M i c h a e l ' s  C a t h e d r a l .

(5) The P r in ce  Edward I s l a n d  H e r i t a g e  Museum, an o u t l i n e  
of Ca rd ina l  McGuigan's l i f e .

(fi) Th is  c la im  t o  b r e v i t y  came from Ly t to n  S t r a o h e y ' s  
Eminent V i c t o r i a n s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  F i s h e r ' s  book l acked
th e  "becoming b r e v i t y "  of S t r a c h e y ' s b iog raphy  of Ca rd ina l
Manning.  F i s h e r  mere ly  was b r i e f .

(7) E.S.  P u r c e l l  wro te  t h e  f i r s t  b iog raphy  of Ca rd ina l  
Henry Edward Manning.  This  was done only  fo u r  year.9 a f t e r  
His Eminence ' s  1892 d e a t h .  P u r c e l l  had a c q u i r e d  a c c e s s  t o  
sou r ce s  u n a v a i l a b l e  e l s e w h e r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Manning ' s
d i a r i e s .  "Manning,  Henry Edward,  The New Encyclopaedia
B r i t a n n i ca ,  Mic ropæd ia , volume ?,  p 786.

(8) Bishop Leonard Wall t o l d  A l i c e  McGuigan t h a t  a number 
of Ca rd ina l  McGuigan' .s f i l e s  would have t o  be d e l e t e d  by 
peopl e  w i th  a "good s e n se  of  d i s c r e t i o n " .  Mrs. A l i ce  
MacNeil t o  a u t h o r ,  3 June  1984, p 2.

(8) As Raymond Huel p o i n t e d  out  a t  t he  mee t i ng  of  t he  
Canadian C a t h o l i c  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  Ca lga ry  du r i n g  
1994 t h e r e  a r e  problems a c c e s s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  a r c h i v e s .  
Some a r e  t o t a l l y  uno r gan i z ed  and a r e  only s t a f f e d  p a r t
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t ime by r e t i r e d  c l e r i c s .  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i v e s  a r e  
under  canon law and only  t h e  b i sho p  or c h a n c e l l o r  has keys 
t o  them. L a s t l y ,  some r e l i g i o u s  have no s e nse  of h i s t o r y  
and,  of co u r s e ,  o t h e r s  want t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  church  a g a i n s t  
i t s e l f .  "Archives  P r o f i l e ” , CCHA B u l l e t i n ., Fa l l  1994, 
p 3.



PART I :

The Format ion  of t h e  P r i e s t



Chapte r  :

God ' s  Lonely F r i e n d

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  we s h a l l  f i r s t  look a t  t h e  fo rm a t i on

of t h e  p r i e s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  McGuigan' s  t ime ,  t hen  examine 

t h e  h i e r a r c h y  through which he moved t o  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  

l e v e l .  This  w i l l  enab l e  t h ose  no t  f a m i l i a r  wi th  t he  

p r i e s t h o o d  t o  u n d e r s t a nd  what i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

fo l l o w in g  c h a p t e r s ,

1, The Format ion  of t h e  P r i e s t

The p r i e s t  i s  t he  m i n i s t e r  of Div ine  wor,ship and 

e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  h i g h e r  a c t  of worsh ip :  s a c r i f i c e .  In 

C a t h o l i c i s m  t h i s  s a c r i f i c e  i s  D i v i ne ,  be ing  t he  f i g u r e  

and renewal  of Ca lva ry .  Not only does t h e  p r i e s t  o f f e r  

t h e  Divine. S a c r i f i c e ,  but  a l s o  he f o r g i v e s  s i n s ,  b l e s s e s ,  

p r e a c h e s  and s a n c t i f i e s . ( 1 )

The p r i e s t ' s  l i f e  i s  s t r e s s f u l  s i n c e  he must a t t em p t  not  

only  to save  h i s  own s o u l ,  but  i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r ' s  s a l v a t i o n .  In g e n e r a l ,  he must a ccep t  

a t  l e a s t  two burdensome p r o m i s e s - - c h a s t i t y  and obed i enc e .  

The f i r s t ,  c e l i b a c y ,  p r e s e n t s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o r d i n a r y  

c h a l l e n g e  t o  t he  p r i e s t . (2) A s t a t e  t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

viewed as  u n n a tu r a l  i n  t o d a y ' s  s o c i e t y  was seen more 

b r o ad l y  i n  McGuigan' s day as  a no b l e  and n e c e s s a r y  i d e a l .  

At t h e  seminary t h i s  v i r t u e  was encouraged  by d a i l y
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co n f e s s io n  to  o n e ' s  s p i r i t u a l  a d v i s o r ,  t he  r e c e p t i o n  of 

s ac r am en t s ,  s a y in g  p r a y e r  and l i m i t i n g  s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  

t o  p u b l i c  a r e a s .  These p l a c e s  i nc lu ded  t he  r e f e c t o r y ,  t h e  

chapel  and t he  c la s s room.  Of c o u r s e ,  women were exc lu ded ,  

except  p o s s i b l y  as  s e r v i c e  s t a f f .  The i n s t r u c t o r s  would 

s t r e s s  t h e  Chur ch ' s  r e a so n i n g  on t h e  need t o  be c e l i b a t e  

and r e i n f o r c e d  t h i s  by emphas i z ing  o n e ' s  s e l f  i n t e r e s t ,  i n  

going t o  Heaven r a t h e r  t han  H e l l .

S t i l l ,  contemporary  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  c e l i b a c y  had t o  be 

c o n s i d e r e d .  In  t h e  1907 e d i t i o n  of The C a t h o l i c  

E n c y c l o p e d i a , t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of t h e  r i s e  of  s c i e n c e  was 

obviou.s in s e v e r a l  arguments  a g a i n s t  c o n t i n e n c e .  I t  was 

s a i d  even t h en  t h a t  c h a s t i t y ,  be ing  opposed t o  t he  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  s p e c i e s ,  was u n n a t u r a l .  However,  t h e  

w r i t e r s  of t he  Encyc loped i a  p o i n t e d  out t h a t  mi 11 ion.s of 

peop le  were c e l i b a t e  due to s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  every  

s o r t , as  wel l  as moral  law. Also,  an a p p e a l i n g ,  but  

s t r a i n e d ,  ana logy  was drawn to  c e r t a i n  b e a u t i f u l  f l o w er s  

t h a t  a r e  so  only because  t hey  a r e  i n f e r t i l e .

An a d m i t t e d l y  more s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  was t h a t  t h e  

obse rvance  of c h a s t i t y  r e q u i r e d  men of such e x c e p t i o n a l l y  

s t r o n g  c h a r a c t e r  and h igh  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  many p r i e s t s  

must f a i l .  While a d m i t t i n g  p a s t  s c a n d a l s ,  t h e  

Encyc loped i a  c la imed t h a t  numerous c l e r g y  had f o r  

c e n t u r i e s  l i v e d  i n  f i d e l i t y  when e l e v a t e d  by p r a y e r  and
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s t r e n g t h e n e d  by Divine  Grace .  On t h e  one hand,  t h e  

example of t h e  p r i e s t s  of P r ance  and Belgium in  t h e  19th 

c e n t u r y  was c i t e d .  I t  was s a i d  t h a t  no cand id  s t u d e n t  of 

h i s t o r y  would h e s i t a t e  t o  admit, t h a t  t h e  immense m a j o r i t y  

of s e c u l a r  p r i e s t s  had l i v e d  l i v e s  t h a t  were c l e a n  and 

u p r i g h t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i t  was a l l owed t h a t  t h e  

p r i e s t s  of  Germany and I r e l a n d  might  not  be of such h igh  

s t a n d a r d ,  b u t ,  i f  t h i s  were t r u e ,  i t  was only because  of 

t he  admix tur e  of  denomina t i ons  i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s . (.3)

A f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  in  To ron to ,  McGuigan would have 

problems wi th  p r i e s t s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  women. Th is  s i t u a t i o n  

seems t o  have come as  a s u r p r i s e  s i n c e  he a p p a r e n t l y  was 

not  aware that,  a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  from women "enamoured of 

p r i e s t s "  dur ing  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ’ s t ime had been 

d e s t r o y e d . (4) More aware of ho m ose xua l i t y ,  McGuigan 

warned h i s  s e m in a r i a n s  not  t o  have " s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s h i p s "  

w i th  t h e i r  f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s . (5)  Then, l a t e  in t he  autumn 

of h i s  c a r e e r ,  c e r t a i n  C h r i s t i a n  B r o t h e r s  abused t h e i r  

c ha rge s  a t  Uxbr idge .  Again,  t h e  c a r d i n a l  seemed unaware.  

Pe rhaps ,  he was t oo  much out  of touch  to  s e n se  what was 

h a p p e n i n g .

The second p romi se ,  ob ed i en ce ,  meant t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  had 

not  only t o  obey God, but  a l s o  was s u b j e c t  t o  h i s  b i sho p .  

I f  he were a c u r a t e ,  or  a s s i s t a n t  p r i e s t ,  he would be 

under  h i s  r e c t o r ,  and,  l i k e  h i s  immedia te  s u p e r i o r ,  was
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s u b j e c t  t o  t he  dean of  t h e  a r e a  and t o  any c l e r i c  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he  b i shop ,  such as a v i c a r  g e n e r a l . (6)

McGuigan as a r c hb i sho p  had pe rhaps  t oo  much e x p e r i e n c e

wi th  d i s o b e d i e n t  c l e r g y .  In Regina ,  F a t h e r  Athol  Murray,  

wi th  h i s  e x c e s s i v e  ecumenism and l a c k  of common se nse  was 

something of a l oose  cannon caus ing  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  many 

p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e m s . (7)  In Toron to ,  s c and a l ous  i n c i d e n t s  

i n vo lv in g  a p p a r e n t l y  drunken p r i e s t s  caused  McGuigan t o  

i n s t i t u t e  h i s  "Blue Laws" , (8) wh i l e  a l l o w i n g  t h e  l o ca l  

newspapers  t o  have a f i e l d  day co nce rn ing  t h e  a n t i c s  of 

some c l e r g y .

Un l ike  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  ( r e g u l a r )  p r i e s t ,  t h e  s e c u l a r  

c l e r i c  d id  no t  have t o  t ake  a t h i r d  p romi se ,  i . e . ,  

p o v e r t y , (9)  but  was t o  m a i n t a i n  h i m s e l f  a t  a " r e s p e c t a b l e '  

l e v e l .  In o rde r  t o  ga in  s u f f i c i e n t  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t h e  

p r i e s t  was norma l ly  a s s i g n e d  by h i s  b i shop  t o  an 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o f f i c e ,  or  b e n e f i c e .  From t h i s  he had t h e  

r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  emoluments i n c l u d i n g  s t i p e n d s  f o r  

Masses and c u r i a l  r i g h t s  f o r  b u r i a l s .  When i n f i r m ,  or  

o ld ,  he became a cha rge  t o  h i s  s u p e r i o r . (10)

As McGuigan would d i s c o v e r  when a pp o in t e d  a r c h b i s h o p  of 

Regina ,  t h e  e a r l y  1930s was not  a t ime f o r  h i s  p r i e s t s  t o  

ga in  a r e s p e c t a b l e  l i v i n g .  This  was due t o  t he  

combina t ion  of t h e  Grea t  Dep re s s ion  and t h e  "Dust  

Bowl" . (11) As ment ioned b e f o r e ,  he had t o  become a
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"begga r  b i s h o p " ,  t r a v e l l i n g  s e v e r a l  t imes  t o  Cen t r a l  

Canada,  i n  o r de r  t o  o b t a i n  money t o  su p p o r t  h i s  s t a r v i n g  

c l e r i c s  t h rough  t h e  t e r r i b l e  P r a i r i e  w i n t e r s .

How was t he  p r i e s t  formed? F i r s t  he had t o  be i n s p i r e d  

t o  make t h e  s a c r i f i c e ,  The young,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  r e l i g i o u s  

boy who was a p o t e n t i a l  c l e r i c  was t aug h t  t o  see  t he  

p r i e s t  as  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of C h r i s t  among men. As a 

p r i e s t  he was t o  c a r r y  on t h e  S a v i o u r ' s  work of s av ing  

s o u l s .  Th is  would be done i n  His name and w i th  His power.  

The c a n d i d a t e  was t a u g h t  what shou ld  be b e l i e v e d  and what 

must be done.  He l e a r n e d  t o  f o r g i v e  s i n s ,  and t o  o f f e r  

t h e  S a c r i f i c e  of t h e  Body and Blood of  C h r i s t .  In f a c t ,  he 

was a n o t h e r  C h r i s t . (12) For t h o s e  who b e l i e v e d ,  t h i s  

i d e a l i s m  was i ndeed  i n s p i r i n g ,  a l t h ou g h  t he  d i f f i c u l t y  in  

c a r r y i n g  i t  out  p robab ly  was not. f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  a t  t he  

t ime of making t h e  d e c i s i o n .

S ince  t h e  Counci l  of  T r e n t ,  t h e  a c t u a l  f o r ma t ion  of t he  

p r i e s t  has  been done in  a s emina ry .  Th i s  i s  an 

i n s t i t u t i o n  where c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  academic and 

s p i r i t u a l  t r a i n i n g .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  were two t ypes  

of  s e m i n a r i e s ,  t he  p r e p a r a t o r y  (o r  p e t i t )  and t h e o l o g i c a l  

(or  g r a n d ) .  In t h e  p e t i t ,  s emina ry ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  d id  a 

s i x  year  c l a s s i c a l  c o u r s e .  This  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  of 

s u b j e c t s  such as L a t i n ,  Greek,  E n g l i s h ,  and at  l e a s t  one 

modern l anguage ,  r h e t o r i c ,  e l o c u t i o n ,  h i s t o r y ,  geography .
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mathema t i cs  and n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  Gr eg o r i an  Chant ,

Thomis t i o  Phi l osophy and b o o k k e e p i n g . (13)

In McGuigan*s case  he spen t  h i s  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  of 

h i g h e r  e d uca t i o n  in a s e c u l a r  c l a s s i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .

This  was C h a r l o t t e t o w n ' s  P r i n c e  of  Wales C o l l e ge ,  Only 

f o l l o w in g  t h i s  d id  he comple te  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  of 

c l a s s i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  S t , D u n s t a n ' s ,  t h e  I s l a n d ' s  C a t h o l i c  

c o l l e g e ,  The l a t t e r  was run l i k e  a j u n i o r  s emina ry .

I t s  c o u r s e s ,  which l a r g e l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h o s e  from P r i n c e  of 

Wales ,  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of a j u n i o r  s eminary  (14)

The d a i l y  s ched u l e  c o n s i s t e d  of  a r i s i n g  a t  6:00 a . m . ,  

d r e s s i n g  i n  s i l e n c e  and i n  modes ty b e f o r e  p r ay i n g  and 

s t u d y i n g  in  advance of Mass.  F i n a l l y  at. 7 : 3 0 ,  t h e  boys ,  

hav ing  had t h e i r  s o u l s  n o u r i s h e d ,  were a l l owed  t o  feed  

t h e i r  bo d i e s .  The a c t u a l  school  day s t a r t e d  wi th  

r e c r e a t i o n  (no b o i s t e r o u s  or  rough p l a y  be in g  a l l o w e d ) ,  

c l a s s  f o l lowed  f o r  most of t h e  morning h ou r s ,  w i t h  d i n n e r  

t aken  a t  11:30 a.m.  A f t e r  t h i s  was a chance  t o  v i s i t  t h e  

B l es sed  Sacrament ,  or  t o  p lay  or  s t u d y ,  b e f o r e  c l a s s e s  

which took t h e  rema inde r  of t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  Another  

r e c r e a t i o n  p e r i o d  was p e r m i t t e d  a t  4:00 p.m. f o l l o we d  by 

s t udy  t hen  r o s a r y  i n  t h e  ch ap e l .  F i n a l l y  a t  6:30 p.m. 

suppe r  was s e r v ed .  In t h e  even ing  o c c u r r e d  t h e  l a s t  

e x e r c i s e  and s t udy  p e r i o d s  fo l lowed  by bed a t  9:00 p,m. 

F i f t e e n  minut es  were g iven  to  p r e p a r e  i n  s i l e n c e  f o r
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s l e e p ,  and a t  9:30 t h e  l i g h t  of common do rm i to ry  was 

e x t i n g u i s h e d ,

D i s c i p l i n e  was s t r i c t :  no l i q u o r ,  no immoral songs ,  

no bad l anguage ,  and no immodest a c t s .  S t u d e n t s  were not  

t o  s t r i k e  t h e i r  companions ,  nor  were t hey  t o  be 

i n s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s . ( 15 )  R e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e  

was f u r t h e r  encouraged by c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  One such event  

was St.. Thomas Aquinas Day ( P h i l o s o p h e r ' s  Day, March 

7 ) . ( 1 6 )

St .  D u n s t a n ' s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  meet  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of modern 

science,  and p o l i t i c s .  Darwin was r e j e c t e d  out of hand,  

having  no one t o  speak f o r  him, and Marx was,  of c o u r s e ,  

anathema.  However,  i t  does  not  seem to  have oc cu r r ed  t o  

t h e  e d u c a t o r s  t h a t  t h e i r  T homis t i c  ph i l o so ph y  might  be out 

of d a t e . (17) T h e r e f o r e ,  g r a d u a t e s  moved i n t o  t he  modern 

wor ld be ing  a t  best,  b i a s e d  agains t ,  i t  and a t  worst  unab l e  

t o  hand l e  s e c u l a r  c h a l l e n g e s  w i thou t  l o s s  of f a i t h ,

Fo l lowing  t he  p r e p a r a t o r y  s emina ry ,  t h o s e  who wished t o  

a t t em p t  o r d i n a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  g r and  s emina ry .  This  i s  

where t hey  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  t h e o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  academic yea r  opened wi th  a r e t r e a t ,  of 

8 t o  10 days .  Seve ra l  months of c l a s s  would f o l l o w ,  t hen  

a n o t h e r  r e t r e a t  p r eceded  C hr i s t m a s .  C l a s s e s  resumed in  

J anuary  f o r  s e v e r a l  months u n t i l  i t  was t ime  f o r  t h e  

h igh l i g h t ,  of  t h e  y e a r - - t h e  T r i n i t y  Sunday o r d i n a t i o n s .
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These would be done f o r  t h e  s e n i o r s  immedia t e ly  a f t e r  a 

f i n a l  r e t r e a t .(  1.8)

McGuigan a t t e n d e d  t h e  Grand Seminary of Québec.  Here 

t h e  s u b j e c t s  t a ug h t  i n c l u d ed  Moral Theology,  s e v e r a l  

d i v i s i o n s  of Dogmatic Theology,  Canon Law, E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

H i s t o r y  and Sacred S c r i p t u r e .  These were sp r e ad  over  

four  y e a r s . (19)

Because in  McGuigan' s  t ime  S t .  D u n s t a n ’s Co l l ege  t a u g h t  

ph i l o s op hy  for  t he  l a s t  two y e a r s  of i t s  deg ree  program,  

he only  had to  a t t e n d  t h e  Grand Seminary of  Québec 

f o r  f ou r  ye a r s  ( v e r s u s  s i x )  b e f o r e  becoming a p r i e s t .

The working l anguages  were French and L a t i n , (20) t ongues  

he knew. The s e m in a r i a n  p roceeded  t h rough  a s e r i e s  of 

c e r t i f i c a t e s  such as  h i s  L i cence  i n  Canon Law, and a 

Doc to r a t e  in  Theology,  b e f o r e  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  which 

occu r r ed  i n  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  on 26 May 1918,  o r  two 

weeks a f t e r  T r i n i t y  Su nd ay . (21)

Two y ea r s  b e fo r e  o r d i n a t i o n  came pe rh a p s  t h e  most  

s t r e s s f u l  even t .  This  was when t h e  s e m in a r i a n  had t o  

a ccep t  or r e j e c t  t h e  s u b d i a c o n a t e . Th i s  ceremony was 

performed by t he  l o c a l  b i s h op .  The c a n d i d a t e  was warned 

ag a in  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  burden  he was t a k i n g  on b e f o r e  he 

s t epped  forward and bound h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  p r e l a t e  w i th  a 

vow of e t e r n a l  c h a s t i t y .  I f  he da red  make t h e  move, he 

would g ive  up a l l  hope of m a r r y i n g . (22)
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F i n a l l y ,  a t  t he  end of h i e  f o u r t h  y e a r ,  having  s u r v i v e d  

an ov e r l o a d  of work,  sexual  t e m p t a t i o n ,  l o n e l i n e s s  and 

i s o l a t i o n  from h i s  f a m i ly ,  d a i l y  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  t he  

appea rance  of t h e  same f a c e s  day a f t e r  day,  week a f t e r  

week, and month a f t e r  month,  ( a s  wel l  as t he  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

f o o d ) ,  t h e  young man who had p e r s e v e r e d ,  and who h o p e f u l l y  

ga ine d  l i f e  long f r i e n d s ,  k n e l t  aga in  b e f o r e  h i s  

b i s h o p .  Then,  i n  t h e  p r e s enc e  of a l l  t ho se  who were 

a s p i r i n g  fo r  t h e  same g l o r i o u s  day,  he was o rda in ed  

p r i e s t ,

I I  : The H ie r a r c h y

The new o r d i n a t e  u s u a l l y  s t a r t e d  out  as  a c u r a t e  ( or  

a s s i s t a n t )  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t .  This  was h i s  ba p t i sm  of 

f i r e .  He would l e a r n  t o  manage t h e  p a r i s h ,  t o  be c o n s o l e r  

t o  t h e  h u r t ,  a d v i s o r  ( s p i r i t u a l  and o t h e r w i s e )  t o  h i s  

p e o p l e ,  and ob e d i e n t  t o  h i s  p a s t o r  as wel l  as t o  h i s  

b i sh op .  Th is  p o s i t i o n  would have be s t r e s s f u l ,  even i f  he 

had no s u p e r i o r ,  becau se  t h e r e  was u s u a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

money t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  a lmost  unending hours  of 

work,  and t h e  need t o  e arn  t h e  r e s p e c t  of t he  

p a r i s h i o n e r s .  Some breakdowns o c cu r r ed .  However,  most 

p r i e s t s  s u r v i v e d  by d i s c o v e r i n g  a b a l a n ce  in t h e i r  l i v e s  

by l e a v i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p r i v a t e  p r a y e r  and 

m e d i t a t i o n .  As w e l l ,  t ime  f o r  v a c a t i o n s - ~ e v e n  i f  i t  meant
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l e a v in g  t he  c o u n t r y - - a s  wel l  as  space  f o r  p h y s i c a l  

e x e r c i s e  and s o c i a l  development,  were needed .  I f  he 

su r v i v e d ,  and had s u f f i c i e n t  t a l e n t  and p i e t y ,  t h e  p r i e s t  

might  become a p a s t o r  i n  h i s  own r i g h t .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  he 

might  even be g r a n t e d  t h e  h o n o r i f i c  t i t l e  of mons ignor ,  

as  McGuigan was a t  only .32. (23)  Th is  was as f a r  as t he  

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of  p r i e s t s  go.  The p o i n t ,  however ,  was not  

t o  "ge t  a h e a d " , bu t  t o  s ave  o n e ' s  sou l  by h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  

save t h e i r s .

Even i f  he d id  no t  become a mons ignor ,  t h e  p r i e s t  might  

s t i l l  r i s e  h i g h e r  t o  become a b i sh o p .  The C a t h o l i c  Church 

taught,  t h a t  t h e  b i s ho p s  were s u c c e s s o r s  t o  t h e  A p o s t l e s .  

The c a n d i d a t e ' s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  a s  a p r e l a t e  depended 

upon t h e  recommendat ion of a group of l o c a l  b i s h o p s ,  w i th  

t he  pope making t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  The p r i e s t ,  had t o  be 

a t  l e a s t  30 y e a r s  of age and be i n  good e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  

s t a n d i n g  s i n c e  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  (which must  have been at. 

least .  5 y ea r s  p r e v i o u s l y ) .  As w e l l ,  he had t o  be of 

l e g i t i m a t e  b i r t h !  The c a n d i d a t e  must  have been s k i l l e d  in 

canon law, or  t h e o l o g y ,  and be w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  an o a t h  of 

f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  pope b e f o r e  he cou ld  be c o n s e c r a t e d .

To he lp  him govern  h i s  d i o c e s e ,  t h e  b i sh op  was g r a n t e d  

t h r e e  t ypes  of powers l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and c o e r c i v e .  

L e g i s l a t i n g ,  he made e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  laws;  j u d g in g ,  a s  a 

f a t h e r ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y ,  or  t hough o t h e r s  f u n c t i o n i n g
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i n  h i s  name, he made a s se s s me n t s  of  g u i l t  or  i nnocence .  

Ac t i ng  c o e r c i v e l y ,  he en fo r c ed  h i s  judgements  which 

u s u a l l y  conce rned wor sh ip ,  p r ea ch in g ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  of 

s a c r a m e n t s ,  as  wel l  as  s a f e g u a r d i n g  f a i t h  and m o r a l s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of  t h e  young.  In t h e  above he was 

l i m i t e d  by canon law and by l o c a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  c r e a t e d  

by p r o v i n c i a l  c o u n c i l s  of  b i s h o p s . (24)

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  b i shop  had t o  r e s i d e  i n  h i s  d i o c e s e  fo r  

a t  l e a s t  n in e  months each  ye a r ,  u n l e s s  g iven  s p e c i a l  

l e av e ,  (25) He had to  v i s i t .  Rome once e v e r y  f i v e  y ea r s  

t o  v e n e r a t e  a t  t h e  tombs of S a i n t  P e t e r  and S a i n t  

P a u l , (26)  when he gave  t h e  pope a r e p o r t  on h i s  d i o c e s e  

i n  L a t i n .  An e x c e p t i o n  e x i s t e d  i f  he were from 

o v e r s e a s ,  t hen  t h e  ad l imina  v i s i t  needed t o  be u n d e r t a k e n  

only  once every  10 y e a r s . (27) Other  d u t i e s  of  t h e  

b i shop  i n c l u d e d  be ing  on t he  t h r o n e  of  h i s  c a t h e d r a l  (28) 

f o r  t h e  g r e a t  f e a s t s  of t h e  l i t u r g i c a l  ( i . e . ,  chu rch)  

y e a r .  These i n c l u d e d  Chr i s tmas  and E a s t e r .  Prom h i s  

c a t h e d r a ,  or  t h r o n e ,  he p r eached  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  t a u g h t  

t h e  t r u t h s  of f a i t h  and conduc t ed  r e l i g i o u s  ce r em on ie s .

As w e l l ,  he had t o  v i s i t  a l l  p a r t s  of h i s  d i o c e s e  w i t h i n  

5 y e a r s ,  someth ing  he norma l ly  d id  wh i l e  C o n f i r m i n g , (29) 

or  a d m i t t i n g  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  s p i r i t u a l  ad u l t h o o d .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  b i s h o p ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  were more t r y i n g  

t han  t h a t  of t h e  o r d i n a r y  p r i e s t .  Thus men of
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a b i l i t y ,  as wel l  a s  pe r so na l  h o l i n e s s , (30) 

were needed t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  many p r i e s t s  and p a r i s h e s  under  

h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  In r e t u r n  f o r  t h e s e  d u t i e s  he had a few 

p r e r o g a t i v e s  beyond t h o s e  of t h e  s imp le  p r i e s t .  These 

i n c l u d ed  p r ecedence  over  a l l  v i s i t i n g  b i sh op s  and 

a r c h b i sh o p s  (wi th  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  of h i s  own a r c h b i s h o p ,  

t he  papal  d e l e g a t e ,  and t he  p r e l a t e  of  t he  n a t i o n a l  

d i o c e s e .  And, l i k e  c a r d i n a l s ,  t h e  b i shop  could  choose h i s  

own c o n f e s s o r . ( 31 )

Next i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  were t h e  a r c h b i s h o p s ,  or c h i e f  

b i s ho p s .  These b u r e a u c r a t s  were no r ma l ly  m e t r o p o l i t a n s ,  

t h a t  i s ,  t hey  had a number of l a r g e l y  i ndependen t  b i shops  

under  them. For example,  when McGuigan was a r c h b i sh o p  of  

Regina ,  h i s  s u f f r a g a n  (or  a s s o c i a t e )  p r e l a t e s  were t h e  

b i shops  of Grave lbou rg ,  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  and Saska toon,  as 

wel l  as t h e  a b b o t - nul  1 l u s  of  Muens te r ,  Sa ska t chewan . (32)

In a d d i t i o n ,  McGuigan had h i s  o r d i n a r y  d u t i e s  in  t h e  Arch

d i o c e s e  of Regina.  Th i s  a r ea  was bounded by h i s  

s u f f r a g a n s '  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  t h e  whole be ing  an e p i s c o p a l  

p r ov in ce  and run as an e p i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n .

The a r c h b i s h o p ' s  power was s i g n i f i e d  by h i s  p a l l i u m  (or  

wool len s ho u l d e r  c o v e r ) .  Th is  he wore d u r i n g  formal  

l i t u r g i c a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  (33)  His s t a t u s  was s i n . i l a r  t o  a 

b i shop  w i th  some a d d i t i o n a l  p r e r o g a t i v e s .  For example,  in  

h i s  own a r c h d i o c e s e  he had p r ec ed e n c e  over  most v i s i t i n g
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p r e l a t e s ,  However,  t h e  p r e l a t e  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  d i o c e s e  

and t h e  papal  d e l e g a t e  s t i l l  ou t r anked  him. Thus,  when 

McGuigan was a r c hb i sh op  of Toronto  (o r  even c a r d i n a l  

t h e r e ) ,  he was of lower s t a t u s  t han  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  of 

Québec,  even du r ing  t h e  r a r e  t imes  t he  l a t t e r  was no t  a 

c a r d i n a l . (34) F i n a l l y ,  t he  f a c t  t h a t  McGuigan moved from 

Regina t o  Toronto  as  a r c hb i sho p  shows t h a t  a p r e l a t e  may 

move h o r i z o n t a l l y  as  wel l  as v e r t i c a l l y .

Being a r c h b i sh o p  was a l s o  more s t r e s s f u l  t han  be in g  a 

b i s h o p .  I t  was a t  t h i s  l e v e l  t h a t  McGuigan d i s c o v e r e d  

h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l i m i t s  when he was 3.3 y e a r s  o ld .  These 

l i m i t s ,  as  I s h a l l  show in  l a t e r  c h a p t e r s ,  were s e t  bo th  

by t h e  t e r r i b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Saskatchewan and by a 

f am i ly  t endency  t o  emot ional  p rob l ems .

Higher  t han  t h e  a r c hb i s h op  s t o o d  t h e  c a r d i n a l , who was 

nex t  on ly  t o  t he  pope.  The c a r d i n a l  was a p r i n c e  of t h e  

church  and f u n c t i o n e d ,  in de m oc ra t i c  t e rms ,  as a c a b i n e t  

m i n i s t e r  or s e n a t o r .  His p o s i t i o n  was t o  a s s i s t  t h e  

p o n t i f f  i n  gove rn ing  t he  l a r g e s t  C h r i s t i a n  denomina t i on .  

The c a r d i n a l  was a l s o  one of t h e  papa l  consul  t o r s  whose 

adv i c e  was g iven  t o ,  but  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  f o l l owed  by.  His 

H o i i n e s s .

The c a r d i n a l a t s  e x i s t e d  in  t h r e e  v a r i e t i e s î ( i )  t h o s e  

who r e s i d e d  in t he  a r e a  of  t h e  I t a l i a n  c a p i t a l  and were 

b i sh o p s  of suburban  d i o c e s e s  ( c a r d i n a l  b i s h o p s ) ;  ( i i )
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t h ose  who l i v e d  o u t s i d e  t he  en v i r o n s  of Rome, and who were 

p r e l a t e s  of d i o c e s e s  or a r c h d i o c e s e s  ( c a r d i n a l  p r i e s t s ,  as  

McGuigan was i n  T o ro n to ) ;  and ( i i i )  t hose  who were mere 

p r i e s t s ,  but  worked i n  t h e  V a t i c a n  ( c a r d i n a l  deac ons ) .

The c a r d i n a l  was chosen  by t h e  pope i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  

wi th  t h e  c u r i a  ( o r  t h e  V a t i c a n ' s  c e n t r a l  gove rn ing  

o f f i c e ) .  On c o n s e c r a t i o n  he r e c e i v e d  as  i n s i g n i a  of h i s  

o f f i c e ,  a red  b i r e t t a ,  a t opaz  r i n g  and t he  Red Hat .  The 

l a t t e r  two used t o  be  g iven  i n  a s e c r e t  p o n t i f i c a l  

ceremony. (35 )  A f t e r  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  demi se ,  h i s  Red Hat 

was suspended above t h e  a l t a r  of  h i s  c a t h e d r a l ,  as  was 

McGuigan ' s ,  or  i n  t h e  v a u l t  of h i s  g r av e .  Th i s  d i s p l a y  

symbol ized  t h a t  t h e  c a r d i n a l  was u s u a l l y  a b i sh o p ,  or an 

a r c h b i s ho p .  Thus,  h i s  h i g h e r  r o l e  was somewhat of a p a r t  

t ime n a t u r e  and some th ing  of an honour .

The c a r d i n a l  was u s u a l l y  a s s i g n e d  a t i t u l a r ,  or  

nominal  chu rch ,  i n  Rome. McGuigan was g iven  Sant a  Maria  

de l  Popolo ,  which was b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of  N e r o ' s  

t o m b . (36)  His memorial  church i n  Hunter  R i v e r ,  P r i n c e  

Edward I s l a n d ,  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  c a l l e d  " S a i n t  Mary ' s  of 

t h e  Peop l e " .

The c a r d i n a l ' s  c h i e f  p e r q u i s i t e  was t o  e l e c t  t h e  pope 

from h i s  own r an k s .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  he was a d d re s s e d  a s ,  

"Your Eminence".  The on ly  p r e l a t e s  dw e l l i n g  i n  h i s  

co un t ry  who ou t r an k ed  him were t h e  p o p e ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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and t he  a r c hb i sh op  of t he  n a t i o n a l  s e e ,  i f  t h e  c a r d i n a l  

were no t  t h e  l a t t e r .

The s t r e s s  l ev e l  of such a p r e l a t e  t ended  t o  be even 

h i g h e r  t han  t he  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  s i n c e ,  i f  he were a 

m e t r o p o l i t a n ,  he had bo th  a number of b i s ho p s  or 

a r c h b i s h o p s  under  him, h i s  own d u t i e s  as  l oca l  

a r c h b i sh o p ,  as  wel l  as new d u t i e s  i n  Rome.

McGuigan was n ev e r  c l o s e  t o  becoming pope.  However,  

whether  or not  he wanted t o  be ,  he was i n  t h e  runn ing  

du r ing  bo th  1958 and 1963. I t  was even r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he 

l ed  an e a r l y  b a l l o t  t h e  former  y e a r , (37) but  be ing  t o e  

o l d ,  too  s u b j e c t  t o  d e p r e s s i o n s ,  and not  a t  a l l  I t a l i a n ,  

he needed not  t o  have f e a r e d  such a burden .

F i r s t  as a s e m in a r i a n ,  then  as an o r d i n a t e ,  t he  p r i e s t  

was under  g r e a t  p r e s s u r e  i n  c a r r y i n g  out h i s  d u t i e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  as bo th  moral  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  changed 

wh i le  t h e  Church d id  n o t .  I f  he were t a l e n t e d  enough t o  

make h i s  way t h rough  t h e  h i e r a r c h y ,  he had t o  l e a r n  t o  

handl e  even more s t r e s s .  Also ,  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  he had to  

m a i n t a i n  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  as a s imp le  p r i e s t .  Like 

o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  he took  h i s  work home, but  u n l i k e  

u n b e l i e v e r s  he cou ld  c l a im  t h e  compass ion of  t h e  God he 

s e rved  wh i l e  hav ing  f a i t h  t h a t  he would be rewarded i n  t he  

h e r e a f t e r  f o r  h i s  e a r t h l y  s a c r i f i c e .
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For James McGuigan t he  busy l i f e  of a young p r i e s t  

was pe rhaps  not  as  l o n e l y  a s  it. would become when he 

a scended t he  h i e r a r c h y  and had to " l e a v e  t h e  human r ac e"  

(■38). As a p r e l a t e  he was more occup i ed  t han  b e f o r e  and 

had t o  r e l y  more on h i s  f a i t h  t o  compensate  f o r  l ack  of  

s u f f i c i e n t  human i n t e r a c t i o n  and t o  s t a b i l i z e  h i s  f r a g i l e  

e m o t i o n s .
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PART II: 
The Biography



Chapter 1 
The Happy Days 

To 1920

In Aghadrummond Townland, County Monaghan, Ireland, 
stood Johnston's Chapel. Officially known as Saint Mary's 
Roman Catholic Church, it received its popular name from 
the Protestant farmer, David Johnston, its caretaker.
About the time of the American Revolution, responding to a 
Father McArdle's appeal for money to finish the building, 
Johnston not only donated 30 sovereigns, but also brought 
his family into the Church of Rome. This act so surprised 
the pastor in this religiously embittered area that he 
gave Johnston his blessing and predicted that his 
descendants would, for generations, help build and 
maintain the church. Furthermore, the cleric 
prognosticated that many of the caretaker's offspring 
would become priests who would learn easily and make great 
progress in their studies. More than a century later, and 
3,000 kilometres across the broad sweep of the Atlantic 
Ocean, was born James Charles McGuigan, Canada's first 
English speaking cardinal. He was the great-great-great 
grandson of David Johnston.(1)

James McGuigan's life would progress from his Prince 
Edward Island (P.E.I.) cradle to the Canadian West during 
his first quarter century. Like everyone else at birth, 
he knew nothing of this world nor anything about religion.
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Unlike most others he became an expert in both. This 
education began at his mother's knee and at his father's 
enterprises. His training then moved through his country 
school, teachers' college and up to the seminary.

The world into which little "Jimmy Charlie" was born on 
26 November 1894 was essentially Protestant. His village, 
Hunter River, was overwhelmingly so, his province. Prince 
Edward Island, had a Dissenting majority; his country, 
Canada, was about two thirds Protestant and his empire, 
the British, was ruled by the nominal head of the Church 
of England, Queen Victoria.

The boy's father, George McGuigan, was a modestly 
successful general store owner, hotel operator, small-time 
farmer, and horse-drawn taxi operator.(2) James' mother, 
Annie Monaghan, was the great-great granddaughter of 
David Johnston. Both McGuigan's father's and mother's 
ancestors had come to Prince Edward Island about 1840 as 
part of the "Monaghan Settlers".(3) The cardinal's 
parents had eight children.(4) James was the third child, 
and the first boy to live past infancy.

As there was no Catholic Church in Hunter River, the 
McGuigans attended Mass by driving their team nine 
kilometres to Saint Augustine's Church in Rustico. A 
pleasant enough trip on the red clay roads when warm and 
dry, the journey tested them body and soul during
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blizzards.(5) The parish priest, Jean Chiasson, spoke 
French in those parts of the Holy Sacrifice that were not 
already in Latin.(6) This exposure, combined with the 
French taught in Hunter River School,(7) was enough to 
make McGuigan fluently bilingual.

Jimmy Charlie attended the local secular school 
starting about 1900. At that time he would have been just 
over five-and-a-half years of age.(8) When walking to 
class, the young man was confronted with the symbols of 
Protestant hegemony. Upon leaving his parent's house-and- 
store complex, he would see the Orange Hall just up the 
street, then turning north on the main road between 
Charlottetown and Summerside, he would sweep by the 
Methodist and Presbyterian Churches before reaching the 
high board fence marking the latter*s boundary with the 
grounds of the white-washed country school.(9)

The school originally had but one room which was 
crowded with "80 or 90" children.(10) However, by the 
time McGuigan was in his third year, the building had been 
divided into two sections: one for the principal and one 
for his assistant.(11) Under this arrangement, the new 
school master was Amos Monaghan, the boy's uncle.(12)
Class times in a typical country school of this era ran 
from 9:00 a.m until 4:00 p.m., with one hour for lunch and 
two ten minute breaks during the day.(13) The academic
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year stretched from the first of July until Christmas and 
from early January until the 30th of June, with breaks in 
the spring and fall to assist on the farm.(14)

At Hunter River School, the subjects taught besides 
the normal “'readin', "ritin* and 'rithmetic”, included in 
the higher levels, French and Latin. The basic subjects 
were spread through the equivalent of ten grades with the 
assistant teaching the more crowded lower grades while the 
principal supervised the advanced levels.(15) Although 
the headmaster's classroom was too small,(16) his 
students were thoroughly taught. Unfortunately, the 
assistant, "Cassie" MacLeod, instructed her charges only 
"fairly well".(17) Additionally, the Prince Edward Island 
school system was notorious for its teachers' short time 
of service. This was due to its niggardly pay,(18) and 
Hunter River was no exception in either duration or pay. 
Therefore, it was not unexpected that during the winter of 
19C -04 both Amos Monaghan and his assistant resigned.(19) 
As fate would have it, another Catholic principal, Andrew 
Cullen, was then employed, and according to the school 
visitor, he became one of "one of our best teachers", 
while the assistant, "Gussie" Binns, was doing "fine work" 
with her charges.(20)

Not only did McGuigan receive a formal education, but 
the common school system was probably a factor in
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forming his ideas on Catholic education. The 1876 
Prince Edward Island School Act that secularized 
instruction was seen by some, including Charlottetown 
Bishop Peter McIntyre, as demonstrating Protestant 
domination. This view appears to have influenced McGuigan 
to later support the separate schools in the West and 
Ontario. However, the non-denominational system could cut 
both ways. For the Catholics in Hunter River, it worked 
in their favour, at least during McGuigan's time with two 
Catholic teachers in a row, producing a more neutral 
religious environment.

Jimmy Charlie made rapid progress and seems to have 
completed the ten grades in seven years. Now, almost 
twelve years of age, and desiring to become a teacher, he 
wished to train at Prince of Wales College in 
Charlottetown.(21) But first, he had to pass the 
stiff entrance examinations.(22) Also, not all 
examination subjects were offered every year in every 
common school. Fortunately, in apparent anticipation of 
some soon-to-be-graduated students applying to the 
college, the necessary courses in botany, agriculture and 
scientific temperance were added to the Hunter River 
curriculum in 1906-07 and 1907-08.(23)

The Prince of Wales' examinations were usually held in 
five centres (24) and those of July 1907 took place on the
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first Tuesday of that month. The stocky little red 
haired boy did very well considering both his age and the 
fact that only about half of the students passed any one 
sitting.(25) He received a total mark of 496 (out of 
800) and succeeded in all the subjects.(26) In spite of 
his passing the tests, McGuigan did not enter the College 
in September 1907, His parents thought him too young.(27) 
Presumably, he spent the next year helping them run their 
businesses.

In the autumn of 1908, "Jimmy” McGuigan finally began 
at Prince of Wales. This was a good time to start 
since the new (1900) building had just been expanded, 
making the model school more practical.(28) As well, the 
principal, Dr. Samuel Napier Robertson, was well broken in 
to administration. He had already spent five years 
directing the institution.(29)

Upon entrance all students had to attend the model 
school. Those who sought a third class licence did only 
one term and then wrote their examinations. Students 
desiring a second class certificate studied a full year, 
and took the appropriate tests. If a pupil wanted a 
first class licence he, or she, would attend two full 
years before being examined. Finally, those who completed 
three years received a diploma that could admit them into
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degree granting colleges.(30) McGuigan decided to try 
to qualify for a diploma.

He finished fifth out of 94 students in his first year,
(31) third out of 38 survivors of the second year,(32) 
but dropped to fourth place upon graduation.(33) In that 
final year the young man took the Governor-General *s 
Bronze Medal as best teacher as well as receiving an 
honours diploma. Thus he was qualified to enter second 
year at, for example, Dalhousie or Acadia college.(34)

For this young collegian, life at Prince of Wales had 
not been all work and no play as a classmate's letter 
demonstrates. Writing many years later, the top student 
of McGuigan's years, Robert MacLauchlan, M.D., reminded 
His Eminence of the time that the dour John MacDonald had 
continued his Shakespearean dialogue shouting "Banquo, 
Banquo, Banquo" over the rising fumes of a stink bomb. 
MacLauchlan also told of how he wanted to put his hand on 
the shoulder of the husky red haired lad, who had "like a 
storm cut me down in French". Getting more serious, the 
physician wrote of how by an accident of birth they had 
been born into different faiths and were taught to hate 
each other. However, he had discovered that his fellow 
student was a "good Dogan" and proposed a meeting of 
Prince of Wales alumni in Toronto. The cardinal, 
remarking on the mood that MacLauchlan had so
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"delightfully betrayed", said that as soon as he had a 
spare moment he would write.(35) Despite this 
correspondence, it is not known that such a reunion 
occurred.

Having qualified for admission to higher colleges, Jimmy 
wanted money so he would not be a burden on his parents 
who were helping his sisters through convents, and who 
would soon assist his younger brothers to gain a higher 
education.(36) Initially, McGuigan obtained money from 
teaching at Covehead, P.E.I., during the spring of 
1910.(37) By then he had completed his second year at 
Prince of Wales. The next growing season he instructed at 
Ten Mile House, starting about four months before his 
graduation, which was in May 1911.(38) Continuing his 
employment after leaving Prince of Wales, McGuigan taught 
at Stanley Bridge. During the 1911-1912 year his base 
salary as principal was a wonderful $300.(39) He also 
received his first class teacher's license.(40)

Following graduation from Prince of Wales, McGuigan had 
waited somewhat over a year while teaching before resuming 
his academic training. When he did, he finally attended 
his first Catholic school: St. Dunstan's College. 
Affiliated with Laval University, the institution offered 
a six year Classical Course leading to a Bachelor of Arts. 
McGuigan, with three college years finished, was admitted
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to fourth year, but was given leave to do one fifth year 
course: Philosophy,

St, Dunstan's, like many other colleges of that time, 
did not believe in giving its students much rope with 
which to hang themselves. As explained earlier it was run 
much like a seminary forcing the boys to follow a rigid 
regimen of mass, mess, class and recreation. Not only 
were the students generally restricted to campus, but 
visitors were confined to the parlour. This room was 
located on the first floor far from the common dormitory 
on the fourth level.(41)

James McGuigan seems to have spent most of his first 
year studying, the chief exception being his role as 
captain of the signal corps.(42) In the 1913 convocation 
he took the majority of the fourth year language prizes 
(he was also second in both fourth year Greek and fifth 
year philosophy) and tied for first place in fourth year 
history.(43) Significant at this graduation was the 
presence of the new Bishop of Charlottetown, 34 year old 
Henry Joseph O'Leary. O'Leary had arrived on the Island 
the day previous, and this probably was the first time he 
set eyes on the young man who would play such an important 
role in his life.(44)

The next academic year Jimmy seems to have spent more 
time in extracurricular activities. He was a forward on
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the senior rugby team when they defeated St. Francis 
Xavier College 4-0 on a muddy November field. He was the 
associate editor of St. Dunstan's student magazine, the 
Red & White, secretary of the senior debating team and 
Minister of Public Affairs for the Conservative Government 
in the Mock Parliament.(45) Here, he opposed women's 
suffrage.(46) McGuigan was also on the executive of the 
St. Dunstan's Amateur Athletic Association,(47) played 
the role of Macister Salunum (master of ceremonies) on 
Philosopher's Day (48) and was a prefect. At this time he 
was described as having a sunny disposition, as being 
"socialistic" with his possessions, and feeling that 
nothing was too good for his friends.(49)

Surprisingly, unlike the previous year, Jimmy did not 
seem to win any prizes upon graduation.(50) Nevertheless, 
in the Laval University examinations which counted for his 
dream of becoming a priest, he was the best of those St. 
Dunstan's students who wrote.(51)

When Jimmy had been at Prince of Wales, and when 
teaching in the country, he apparently had not forgotten 
his religious duties. In Charlottetown, he roomed with a 
family chosen by his parents.(52) Thus he had ample 
opportunity to attend Mass at Saint Dunstan's Basilica.
It is probable that when instructing at Ten Mile House in 
1911, Jimmy stayed with his uncle. Father Peter Dunstan
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(P.O.) McGuigan, who was parish priest at nearby Tracadie 
cross.(53) One may be sure that the nephew went to Mass 
regularly. When at Stanley, in order to attend the 
service, he would spend the weekends on a farm near Saint 
Anne's Church, Hope River.(54) He also consulted with his 
old parish priest, Jean Chiasson, concerning his vocation. 
Would he go to Dalhousie College for pre-medicine or St. 
Dunstan's for pre-theology? He chose the latter, part of 
the reason being financial.(55)

McGuigan's desire to study for the priesthood seems to 
have been nurtured by his home environment and by the fact 
that both a paternal and maternal uncle were clergy.(56)
At this time, Catholic families encouraged religious 
vocations hoping that one son would become a priest and a 
daughter, a nun. This was believed to make it easier for 
the parents to attain Heaven.(57) It is likely that young 
James growing up in an atmosphere of family piety, saw his 
uncles as models of an ideal he wanted to attain. 
Unfortunately, the intense religiosity and bourgeois 
ambitions of his aspiring family may have created "an 
addiction to perfection" that could be a prominent factor 
in one of James's uncles and one of his sisters becoming 
mental patients. McGuigan, apparently similarly affected, 
overcame his emotional collapse when he was given proper 
help and therefore was not hidden away like his ill 
relatives were.
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Meeting O'Leary was the another factor in the young 
man's decision to enter the clergy. O'Leary was 
everything McGuigan could not be physically (i.e., thin 
and handsome). Undoubtedly, this led the young man to 
idealize him. The bishop was the "purest priest" that 
McGuigan had ever known and had never "lost the state of 
grace of his Baptism."(58) This idealization demonstrates 
the degree of Catholic perfectionism that McGuigan saw in 
his mentor. Here, with all its strengths and weaknesses, 
was a powerful formative influence on the young man's 
personality.

At the time of McGuigan's entry into the seminary, the 
Catholic Church was slowly moving from its self imposed 
state of seige. The thaw had begun under Pope Leo XII 
(1878-1903). In reaction to the threatened loss of the 
working class, he had promulgated the famous 1891 
encyclical. Rerum Novarum. Leo criticised both capitalism 
and socialism while stating that private property was a 
natural right. As well, the family was to be the 
essential unit of society and the inevitability of class 
warfare was rejected. It was also declared that there was 
need for state intervention to protect the worker, who had 
the right to a living wage and the right to organize. 
Finally, the encyclical emphasized religion's role in 
establishing justice and charity.(59)
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Even though Leo was a progressive on social measures, 
he was not so in theology. The Catholic Church felt at 
all costs that Modernism must be destroyed. There was 
open hostility to Marxism, Darwinism, and objective Bible 
criticism. In 1893, his encyclical, Providentissimus 
Deus. ruled out the possibility of Biblical error (60) and 
his successor, Pope Pius X (1903-1914), had the 1906 
Bible commission declare that Moses had written all of the 
Pentateuch, despite this having been previously shown to 
be impossible.(61) Of course, if one did not accept such 
irrationality, then to him an anathema! anathema! 
anathema !

The fight against Modernism was total. Vigilance 
committees were set up in each parish to look for it, 
seminarians were indoctrinated in Saint Thomas' Scholastic 
System, and all priests and teachers had to take an oath 
against the perfidious idea.(62) As a result, until the 
mid 20th century Catholic seminaries became sheltered 
ghettos, and Rome was a byword for intellectual 
sterility.(63)

Almost 20 years of age, having graduated from St. 
Dunstan's, and encouraged by O'Leary as well as by 
financial assistance from the Connolly Estate,(64)
James McGuigan was eager to enter the Grand Seminary of 
Québec.(65) This move was memorable for more than one
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reason. The cacophony of the First World War had become 
conspicuous by the time of his registration in September 
1914. Despite, or perhaps because of, the eventful 
background distractions, McGuigan's first year was a great 
success. At the convocation of 14 June 1915 he was the 
best student in his moral theology class receiving a 
Licence in Philosophy with great distinction.(66)

By the time of the next commencement (where the 
seminarian received his Licence in Canon Law, summa 
cun laude).(67) the war had begun to make its presence 
felt strongly in Québec. On 21 January 1916 a war 
lecture was held at Laval. In attendance were the 
suffragan of Québec, Bishop Paul E. Roy; the prelate of 
the newly erected archdiocese of Regina, Olivier-Élzear 
Mathieu, as well as the crème de la crème of French- 
Canadian society. The speaker, Marcel André, stated that 
the War was not being fought for the sake of Britain, nor 
was it for the survival of France. It was a crusade to 
save Canadian freedom.(68) Despite this claim, the Québec 
masses were not convinced. Lacking the jingoism of 
English-Canadians, having little interest in war events, 
even when acted out on French soil, knowing that three 
quarters of a million servicemen were already dead,(69) 
and seeing the war economy starting to boom, the French** 
Canadians did not volunteer for the military as readily as 
most other Canadians. Neither was McGuigan going to



37

suddenly drop out and march off to the slaughter, although 
a number of his cousins had, and at least one would make 
the ultimate sacrifice.(70)

The 1916-17 school year opened with the second collapse 
of the nearly completed Québec Bridge.(71) Studies 
concluded more quietly with the spring convocation at 
Laval. Here McGuigan received both a Licence in and 
Bachelor of Theology, with great distinction. Again the 
students were suitably attended to, this time by the 
Governor-General of Canada, the Duke of Devonshire. He 
stated perhaps too boldly that Germany had deliberately 
set herself to dominate the world in defiance of all the 
laws of God.(72) Conveniently, he ignored that 
imperialism had been Britain's story for three centuries, 
and that she had no intention of giving up her Empire 
despite the rise of nationalism in such diverse places as 
Ireland and India.

This talk was given during the bloody 1917 stalemate on 
the Western Front. This deadlock created a terrible crisis 
for the Allies. Because of horrendous losses. Prime 
Minister Robert Borden announced on 18 May 1917 that the 
promise of an all-volunteer army was dead. Men would now 
be conscripted.(73) Borden's disclosure provoked 
considerable consternation in English Canada and caused 
Québec to stir to rebellion. Rallies were held in Québec
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City, and a riot ensued in Montréal following the Senate's 
third reading of the conscription bill.(74) However, the 
resistance was temporarily mollified because of the many 
exemptions that included seminarians such as McGuigan.

In the early spring of 1917-1918, as the abbé worked 
toward his doctorate in theology, the German Army broke 
through on the Western Front. This caused Borden to 
cancelled all exemptions.(75) This led to a terrible riot 
in Québec City with clashes between the proletariat and 
the Toronto Infantry during Easter Weekend 1918. Four 
civilians died and three soldiers were shot before peace 
was finally restored following the declaration of Martial 
law.(76)

Even though Québec City was now calm, the military 
situation continued to disintegrate on the Western 
Front. This led Laval to dispatch its own tank cor.s,
(77) and an officers' training program was started at the 
school.(78) McGuigan, despite his military experience, 
certainly did not participate in the former, nor, it 
seems, did he partake of the latter. However, the 
archbishop of Québec, Cardinal Louis N. Bégin, did his bit 
for the Allies by continued to lead prayers for victory,
(79) despite pleas by Pope Benedict XV for an absolute 
and immediate cessation of hostilities.(80)
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That fearful spring James Charles McGuigan became James 
Charles McGuigan, D.Th, On 26 May 1918 he was ordained at 
his native parish of Saint Augustine's by his mentor, 
Bishop Henry J. O'Leary.(81) It now seemed necessary for 
Father McGuigan to help the bloodied Allies, at least 
spiritually. On 4 August speaking at Saint Dunstan's 
Basilica, he asked the congregation's prayers in the 
triumph of our "just cause", and for their dead sons who 
were having their "last long sleep" far away in 
Flanders.(82) That month the reinforced Allies 
reversed the breakthrough, and McGuigan pressed for 
victory. He met departing boys at the Charlottetown Drill 
Shed, heard their confessions and, perhaps incongruously, 
enrolled them in the Holy Name Society.(83)

All the sacrifices seemed to be rewarded on the eleventh 
hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month when 
Imperial Germany surrendered. The Allies had won, the 
Bosch has been destroyed and, at long last, peace seemed 
at hand.

The coming of the end had been obvious some days before, 
and on the cold evening of 7 November the happy citizens 
of Charlottetown held a torch-light parade. They marched 
from City Hall to the City Market to hear short addresses 
by dignitaries including Bishop O'Leary.(84) On the first 
Sunday following the official surrender, O'Leary said a
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Victory Mass at Saint Dunstan's Cathedral claiming that 
the triumph had been God's will. Given this, he reminded 
the faithful that they must not hate the vanquished. (85)

By this joyful time James McGuigan had assumed a new 
role. He had been appointed professor of mathematics 
chemistry and physics at St. Dunstan's College.(86) 
Unfortunately, the autumn of peace was also the autumn of 
death, this being the time of the infamous Spanish 
Flu.(87) On 7 October, the provincial government ordered 
all schools, theatres and churches closed, the latter 
action producing the strange "churchless Sundays" of 
1918.(88) There were to be no public funerals, and all 
burials were to take place within 24 hours.(89) Drug 
stores remained open around the clock, and merchants were 
not allowed to permit crowding.(90)

St. Dunstan's College instituted a policy of isolation. 
Still the virus arrived. Many students became ill, and 
the main building resembled a hospital ward with the 
faculty, the Sisters of Saint Martha, and a number of 
students nursing the stricken.(91) Two undergraduates, 
Francis Daley and Michael Rooney, died. Professor 
McGuigan was Rooney's spiritual director and, as the 
student neared his premature end three days before the 
victory was declared, he was informed of his fate by the
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priest. Accepting his fate, Rooney responded, "God's will 
be done". Shortly thereafter he expired.(92)

Having assisted his now dead student, McGuigan found 
himself deathly ill with infection. Fortunately, he was 
cared for by a trained nurse. Sister M. Bernard MacIntyre, 
and survived— almost intact. (93) Unfortunately, the 
outcome of this illness was that the young priest lost
much of his hearing, an injury that forced him to wear an
aid for the rest of his life.(94) Despite this
irritation, McGuigan not only resumed his teaching, but 
also took on responsibility for the Junior Debating 
Society. He made it a winner.(95) Also, he was very 
popular among the students and made many friends among the 
faculty.(96)

During the college break of the summer of 1919, the 
young priest journeyed to Winnipeg to assist Archbishop 
Alfred A. sinnott, a Prince Edward Island native who had 
risen high in the Church. In August Sinnott wrote O'Leary 
saying:

When Father McGuigan leaves... at the end of this 
month, I shall be absolutely alone. I am at my wit's 
end. I do not know what to do. I cannot preach six 
sermons on Sunday... I shall weep when Father McGuigan 
goes. He has been of the greatest assistance to me.
A more genial, pious, devoted, capable priest, I do 
not know. I would make him Rector of my cathedral 
and name him Bishop, if I could.(97)
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McGuigan left as scheduled since the rededication of 
Saint Dunstan's Cathedral was set for the 24th of 
September. The church had been reconstructed by O'Leary 
after the 1913 fire that totally destroyed it.(98)

That fall McGuigan was transferred to the "Palace" to 
act as one of his mentor's secretaries.(99) This was 
the true start of his future administrative career, 
something he had obtained a brief introduction to in 
Winnipeg.

Seven months later on March 1920 occurred an event that 
changed the young priest's life— the death of Émile J. 
Legal, archbishop of Edmonton.(100) On 25 August, it was 
announced that Henry O'Leary had been appointed Legal's 
successor.(101) O'Leary left the island on 27 November, 
taking his most brilliant priest. Rev. Dr. James McGuigan, 
with him.

McGuigan had now completed his happy days. Never again 
would he seem to demonstrate the same peace of mind. 
Apparently he had succeeded in becoming the genial, pious 
and dedicated priest that he had striven to be. Sinnott's 
enthusiasm for him demonstrated both the young cleric's 
administrative abilities and personal holiness. These 
qualities displayed the effect of the Québec Seminary in 
polishing the rough diamond that had arrived as a 
seminarian. There he had become not only theologically
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educated, but also may have been influenced by its 
Jansenism,(102) if his drop in weight as shown in 
photographs,(103) means anything. Although McGuigan had 
imagined that he would spend the rest of his life teaching 
at quiet little St. Dunstan's College,(104) a greater 
field of endeavour opened up, one which would reveal his 
psychological limits to a very disturbing degree.
However, this was not yet apparent as Father McGuigan 
dutifully followed Archbishop O'Leary to the "last best 
west".
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(21) Founded i n  1829,  P r i n c e  of Wales was t h e  p u h l i c  school  
f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s u b j e c t s .  But ,  i t  d i d  not  
b eg in  t o  f u n c t i o n  u n t i l  1836 and i n  1879 t h e  c o l l e g e  
abso rbed  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Normal Schoo l .  Nine ty  yea r s  l a t e r  
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was combined w i th  St.. D u n s t a n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  
t o  form th e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d .  _§ee (18 ) ,  
p 55 and MacDonald,  G. Edward,  The H i s t o r y  of  S t . Dun s t a n ' s  
U n i v e r s i t y , p 440.

(22) For example i n  1910,  of  447 c a n d i d a t e s ,  on ly  212 
pa s se d .  PAPEI, SVR 1910, LAJ 1911,  Appendix E, p 2. Repor t  
of t h e  P r i n c i p a l  of  P r i n c e  of  Wales C o l l eg e  and P r o v i n c i a l  
Normal School ,  1910.  The low p a s s  r a t e  was t h e  r e s u l t  of 
t h e  s c h o o l ' s  s t r i c t  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t he  
s t u d e n t s  must  be  r eady t o  succeed  i n  p l a c e s  o t h e r  than  
P . E . I .  This  p o l i c y ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t en de d  t o  l eave  t h e  "d r egs "  
f o r  t h e  I s l a n d  u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
1930s when t h ey  f i n a l l y  had a chance  t o  succeed .  C ro t eau ,  
J .  T . ,  Crad l ed  i n  t h e  Waves, pp 12-13.

(23) PAPEI. SVR 1906,  L M  1907,  P a r t  I I ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  
•Tables,  Advanced Graded Sch oo l s ,  p 26 and SVR 1906,  p 26. 
S c i e n t i f i c  Temperance was an a n t i - a l c o h o l i c  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
cou r se .  At P r i n c e  of Wales m a t r i c u l a t i o n  ex am in a t i o ns ,  i t  
appea red  i n  t h e  Phy s io logy  Pape r ,  one of  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
be i ng :  "What were f i v e  ad v an t a g e s  t h a t  t h e  a b s t a i n e r  had 
over  t h e  d r i n k e r ? "  SVR , 1907,  LAJ 1908, Appendix P, p 8, 
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  Examin a t i on s .  Th i s  ph i l o so p h y  co n t i nued  
throughout,  t h e  c o l l e g e  y e a r s .  For  example,  i n  t h e  1909 
C l a s s  I I  t e a c h e r ' s  e x a m in a t i o n s ,  t h e  ph y s io lo gy  paper  asked 
f o r  t h r e e  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  u se  of t ob ac co  and f o r  f ou r  bad 
e f f e c t s  on t h e  human sy s tem from u s i n g  a l c oh o l  as a 
beve rage .  SVR, 1909,  LAJ 1910,  Appendix P - c o n t i n u e d ,  
Examinat ion  Pap e r s  L i c en s e ,  Examina t i on  1909,  C l a s s  I I ,
p 38. Th i s ,  p l u s  t h e  I r l j h  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  of be ing 
t e e t o t a l l e r s ,  l i k e l y  i n f l u e n c e d  McGuigan,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  
h i s  b r o t h e r  M ar t i n  had a problem w i t h  l i q u o r .  MacNeil ,  
A l i c e  t o  a u t h o r ,  29 November 1983,  p 2.

(24) PAPEI. .SMB 1907,  M J  1908,  p a r t  XVII,  Genera l  Repo r t ,  
p 5.  The s i t e s  were C h a r l o t t e t o w n ,  Summerside,  Montague,  
So u r i s  and A l b e r t o n  and PAPEI. MB  1907, .UÔJ 1908
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Appendix P, Examinat ions  Pape rs ,  pp 1-9 ,  No t ime l i m i t  
was p r i n t e d  on t he  examina t ions  f o r  E n g l i s h  or  L a t i n .  
French took 1.75 hou r s ,  t h e  H i s t o r y  of  England and Canada 
took 2 hou r s ,  as  d id  each of geography and bo t any  (which 
seemed t o  cover  ph y s i o l o g .  ' nd  a g r i c u l t u r e  under  t h e  heade r  
s c i e n c e ) ,  Ar i t h m e t i c  c a n d i d a t e s  r e c e i v e d  2 .75  hou r s  a s  d id  
t hose  t a k i n g  t he  geometry and a l g e b r a  t e s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  
would have t aken a t  l e a s t  two days t o  w r i t e  t h e  
examina t i ons .  I t  i s  no t  know what a r r angemen t s  were made 
fo r  out  of town s t u d e n t s .  One may assume t h a t  t h e  c o l l e g e  
was c o n s c i e n t i o u s  i n  h e l p i n g  i t s  young c a n d i d a t e s  f i n d i n g  
s a f e ,  a f f o r d a b l e ,  and convenient ,  accommodat ion as  t h e r e  
were no on-campus r e s i d e n c e s ,

(25) gee (22) ,

(26) The P r in c e  Edward I s l a n d  Depar tment  of  Educa t i on  
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  Examina t i ons ,  1907. McGuigan r e c e i v e d  62 i n  
E n g l i s h ,  57 i n  H i s t o r y ,  86 in  A r i t h m e t i c  46 i n  S c i en c e ,  57 
in  Geography,  61 i n  Fr ench ,  60 i n  Mathemat ics  and 67 i n  
L a t i n ,  To p a s s ,  a s t u d e n t  would have t o  make 50% in  
E ng l i sh  and a r i t h m e t i c ,  and 35% i n  a l l  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s .  I t  
appea rs  mathemat i cs  seems t o  have covered  b o t h  a l g e b r a  and 
geome t ry ,

(27) Arch ives  of t h e  Archd iocese  of To ron to ,  (AAT),  
MGAA01.14. 1942, The Biography of Archbishop  McGuigan,

(28) See (18) p 91-92.  The added space  a l l owed whole 
c l a s s e s  of  23 t o  be s p l i t  among t h e  f i v e  model school  
t e a c h e r s  and undergo t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a week 
wi thout  worry ing  about  t h e  academic p a r t  of  t h e i r  work.  
The s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  would meet one of  t he  model school  
i n s t r u c t o r s  a t  8 am t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  l e s s o n  t h ey  had 
p r ep a r ed ,  t hen  would t e s t  i t  on t h em se lv e s .  An hour  l a t e r  
each group would go t o  t he  model t e a c h e r ' s  c l a s s  and 
obse rve  t he  t e c h n iq u e s  used ,  spend ing  t h e  rest ,  of  t he  
morning t h e r e .  At noon they  would meet, and d i s c u s s  what 
t hey  had obse rved  w i th  an o th e r  o f f i c i a l ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  
mas t e r .  They met t h e  same i n s t r u c t o r  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day t o  
d i s c u s s  r e a d i n g s  t h a t  would be a s s i g n e d  f rom th e  school  
management, co u r s e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r s  could  
not. a c t u a l l y  d i r e c t  a c l a s s  u n t i l  a s i x t h ,  f l o a t i n g  t e a c h e r  
was h i r e d  in  1913, p 93. Thus it. seems t h a t  McGuigan 
r e c e i v e d  h i s  a c t u a l  c l a s s room p r a c t i c e  by i n s t r u c t i n g  at. 
coun t ry  s cho o l r  in  t he  s p r i n g s  of 1910 and 1911,  SVR, 1910 
L.A.T 1911, part.  I I ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  Tab l e s ,  pp 16-17.

(29) See (18) ,  p 84.

(30) The s u b j e c t s  t e s t e d  as  shown by t h e  second c l a s s  
l i c e n c e  examina t i ons  of June 1909 and t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  t e s t s
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of  29 May 1911 g e n e r a l l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  g r ade  school  
s u b j e c t s .  However,  Greek and t r i g o n o m e t r y  were t a u g h t  in  
t h e  second ye a r .  The t h i r d  yea r  seemed t o  c o n t i n u e  t he  
second yea r  c l a s s e s ,  and t e a c h i n g  was a l l owed ,  i f  not.
r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  second t erm of t h e  t h i r d  y e a r .  PAPEI. SVR 
1909 LAJ 1910, L i cence  Examina t ions  1909 C la s s  IT, pp 28-42 
and SVR 1911 LAJ 1912,  L i cence  Examina t ions  1911 C la s s  I ,
P P  9-25.

(31) PAPEI. SVR 1909,  LAJ, 1910, P a r t  I I ,  Appendix E,
Report, of  P r i n c e  of Wales Co l l e ge  and P r o v i n c i a l  Normal
Col l ege  (R e p o r t ) pp 5 -8 .

(32) PAPEI. SVR 1910 LAJ 1911,  P a r t  I I I ,  Appendix E, 
R e p o r t , pp 4-5.

(33) McGuigan ' s  s l i p p a g e  was due t o  two o l d e r  women who 
r e g i s t e r e d  a f t e r  hav ing  t a u g h t  s c h o o l . They were Annie 
McGrath who was 30 y e a r s  of  age i n  1910,  and Laura Bain who 
was 19. McGuigan was only  16 t h a t  y ea r .  McGrath,  a 
r e l a t i v e  of Bishop Ch a r l e s  Leo N e l l i g a n ,  m a r r i ed  Samuel 
Robe r t so n ,  p r i n c i p a l  of  P r i n c e  of Wales ,  wh i l e  Laura Bain 
became a m i s s i o n a r y  t o  I n d i a .  Both women l a t e r  took m as t e r s  
d e g r e e s .  P i g o t ,  Prank t o  a u t h o r ,  2 J u l y  1991, Townshend, 
P a t r i c i a  t o  a u t h o r ,  18 June 1991 and PAPEI, SVR 1911,  LAJ 
1912,  Appendix E, R e p o r t , pp 2-3 .

(34) Annie McGrath who r e c e i v e d  h igh  honours  i n  1911 went 
t o  Da lhous i e  f o r  he r  BA. She r e c e i v e d  c r e d i t s  f o r  L a t i n  2, 
Greek 2,  F r ench  2, E n g l i s h  2, Mathemat ics  1, and 
Chemist ry  1 i n  a f ou r  yea r  c o u r s e .  Armour, C h a r l e s  t o  
a u t h o r ,  26 J u ly  1991.  McGuigan who went t o  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  
w i th  honours  r e c e i v e d  c r e d i t  f o r  t h i r d  ye? ■ L a t i n ,  French  
Greek,  h i s t o r y  and E n g l i s h ,  where t h e  t h i r d  ' e a r  was p a r t  
of  a s i x  yea r  c o u r s e  f o r  L a v a l ' s  c l a s s i c a l  BA. He was a l s o  
a d m i t t e d  t o  5 th  ye a r  Ph i l o sophy  and complet ed  h i s  de g re e  in  
only  two y e a r s .  "Honor Rol l  of S a i n t  D u n s t a n ' s  C o l l e g e " ,  
The C h a r l o t t e t o w n  Examiner (EX), 30 May 1913,  p 4 and Sa i n t  
D u n s t a n ' s  Co l l e ge  P r o s p e c t u s . 1914 -1915 , " C l a s s i c a l  
Cou rse" ,  pp 13-15 and The P r o s p e c t u s  of  P r i n c e of  Wal e s  
C o l l e g e .  1915- 1 9 1 5 . pp 22-23.

(35) AAT MGAA03.01, 31 August  1950.  MacLauchlan,  Dr. 
Rober t  t o  Ca rd in a l  James McGuigan.

( 36)  " C l os i ng  of  R u s t i c o  Convent" ,  EX., 25 June 1913 ,  
George McGuigan dona t ed  t h e  Domest ic  Economy P r i a e  anc 
2nd d a u g h t e r ,  Ge r t r ud e  Ang e l i na ,  won t h e  p r i z e s
C h r i s t i a n  D o c t r i n e ,  Genera l  P r o f i c i e n c y  and Vocal Mi 
She l a t e r  became S i s t e r  S a i n t  George,  r e c t o r
M a r i a n o p o l i s  C o l l e ge  i n  Mon t r éa l .  The Mar i an,  " H i s t o r y  
of  M a r i a n o p o l i s  C o l l e g e " ,  June 19 4 7 ,  p 68. G e o r g e ' s  sc
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James, Martin, John and Peter attended 8t, Dunstan's 
College. Centennial Booklet and Directory, 1954, p 121,
(37) PAPEI. SVR 1910, LAJ, 1911, part II, Statistical 
Tables, pp 16-17. McGuigan taught at Covehead until the 
end of June 1910. He had a second class license, SVR 1910, 
"General Report Department of Education Licenses Issued
1 October 1909-30 September 1910, p XLVII,
(38) PAPEI, SVR 1911, MJ, 1912, part II, Appendices to the 
Report, on Public Accounts, Appendix A, Salaries and Bonuses 
Paid to Teachers for Year Ending 30 September 1911, p 6. 
The previous teacher had resigned before 1 April 1911, so 
McGuigan must have taken over immediately to get 84 days 
before 30 June. SVR 1911, "Statistical Tables", p 22.
(39) PAPEI SVR 1912, LAJ 1913, Appendix A, p 9 Queen's
County and "Teacher's Supplements", EX, 2 June 1912, p 2,
(40) PAPEI Ml? 1913, Statistical Tables, pp 28-29,
(41) See (34), Saint Dunstan's.,, and Harvey, France to 
author, 25 August, 1991, Saint Dunstan's was opened in 
1855 as the successor to Saint Andrew's Seminary, It became 
affiliated with Laval as a college in 1892. By 1942 its 
degrees were starting to be recognized, but 27 years later 
was united to Prince of Wales to give birth to the 
University of Prince Edward Island. See (21) MacDonald
P P  54-57, 170 and 335.
(42) Red and White (R&W), May 1913, p 68. McGuigan was 
lieutenant in charge of the army cadet signal corps at the
college. That year they were inspected by Major L. E,
Outhit. of Halifax, McGuigan's group was rated as having 
made good progress for a newly organized group. He might 
also have partaken in other extra-curricular activities. 
However, the newspapers seem to have concentrated on senior 
events.
(43) See (34) "Honor Roll,..
(44) "Splendid Reception to New Bishop", EX, 29 May 1913,
P  1. The cardinal's uncle. Father Peter D. McGuigan, 
attended O'Leary's consecration in Bathurst, New Brunswick. 
"Reception Planned for New Bishop", EX/ 23 May 1913, p 1, 
Perhaps Father McGuigan mentioned his brilliant hew.
(45) RM/ December, 1913, pp 50, 62-63, 68-69.
(46) R&W April 1914, p 71 and "Mock Parliament at Saint. 
Dunstan's College", 31 March 1914, p 1.
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(47)  ( 45 ) ,  p 65.

(48) See ( 4 6 ) ,  R&W, p 70.  Th is  day was i n  honor  of Sa in t  
Thomas Aquinas .

(49)  R #  June 19.14, p 33.

(50) "Convoca t ion  of  S a i n t  D u n s t a n ' s " ,  E&, 4 June ,  1914,
p 1 and (41)  Harvey,  F r ance .  McGuigan had a l r e a d y  c ap tu r e d  
most  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  c o nvo ca t i o n  awards and seems 
t o  have wanted t o  do as wel l  a s  he cou ld  in  t h e  L a v a l ' s  
e x a m in a t i o n s .  For t h e  f i f t h  y e a r ,  ( o r  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  of
p h i l o s o p h y ) ,  t h e r e  were two s e t s  of  ex am in a t i o n s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  group a t  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s ,  covered  h i s t o r y ,  geography 
r e l i g i o n  and l i t e r a t u r e  wh i l e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Laval examined 
l an gu ag es .  In s i x t h  yea r  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  t e s t e d  h i s t o r y ,  
c h e m i s t r y ,  a s t ronomy and r e l i g i o n  wh i l e  Laval  examined 
p h i l o s o p h y ,  ma thema t i cs  and p h y s i c s .  I t  i s  s t r a n g e ,  
however ,  t h a t  McGuigan d i d  no t  even ge t  honours  a t  S t .  
D u n s t a n ' s  f o r  6 th  y e a r  r e l i g i o n  w i th  mark of 90%.
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  that ,  h i s  name was s imply  l e f t  out  of t he  
n e w sp a p e r ' s  l i s t .

(51)  I n t e r v i e w :  Mr, J u s t i c e  Mark MacGuigan, 23 August  
1992.  James McGuigan' s  ave r ag e  fo r  t h e  1914 Laval 
ex am in a t i o n s  was 91.1%, or  0.4% more t han  a t  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  
a month e a r l i e r .  However,  i n  1913 where h i s  S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  
f i n a l  ave r ag e  had been 94.3%, h i s  Laval  mean was only
67.9  %. At t h i s  t ime  he showed a marked weakness f o r
com pos i t i on  i n  L a t i n  wh i l e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a ve ry  s t r o n g  
. t r a n s l a t i o n  a b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  l anguage .  See (41)  Harvey.

(52)  A l i ce  (McGuigan) MacNeil t o  a u t h o r ,  18 October  1983,
p 1. The pe r s o n  was Mrs. E l i z a b e t h  (L i zzy )  Ca l l agh an  who 
o p e r a t e d  a bo a rd in g  house  a t  52 Douglas S t . ,  C h a r lo t t e t o w n .  
Ted Cre ighan  t o  a u t h o r ,  7 Feb ruary  1995.

(53)  "Death  of P.D. McGuigan",  CG, 17 November 1937, p 1.

(54)  I n t e r v i e w ;  F a t h e r  F r a n c i s  B o lg e r ,  8 September  1993.

(55)  "Ca rd ina l  Sees Cause fo r  Fea r  i n  t h e  World " ,  Ha l i f a x
Mail  S t a r , 17 May 1962 p 3. McGuigan r e c e i v e d  a D Law from 
Da l ho us i e  U n i v e r s i t y .

(56)  See ( 9 ) ,  The S to rv  o f . . .  . p 35 and (.1), p 55.

(57)  MacDonald,  H e i d i ,  "A Century  of Angl ican  Women 
R e l i g i o u s  i n  Nova S c o t i a ,  1891-1991" ,  pp 12-13.
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(58) Cullen, Sister Ellen Mary, The Sisters of Saint.
Martha of PrinsÆ MwaLrd _lslandj-Voi 1, p 144. This is an
unpublished document.
(59) Bokenkotter, Thomas, A Concise History of the 
Catholic Church, p 303.
(60) M e  (59), p 313.
(61) M e  (59), p 312.
(62) M e  (59), p 317.
(63) See (59), p 319. The Catholic Church remained 
Medieval in its outlook in more than its theological 
ideas. Pope Pius XI believed in the hierarchial order of 
mankind, so was no friend of democracy. P 345.
(64) ADC, Connolly Estate Papers. McGuigan received $100 
in 1914, $200.25 in 1915, 1916 and 1917, while in 1918 he 
was given $100.25 for his half year. When at Prince of 
Wales he received $75.00 for his second year. These 
scholarships were for Irish Catholic boys and were from the 
estate of the well-to-do Irish born P.E.I. merchant, Owen 
Connolly.
(65) Sylvain, Philippe, "Université Laval", The Canadian 
Encyclopedia. (CE), 2nd Edition, p 2218; and Voisine, Nive 
and Cameron, Christina, "Séminarie de Québec", (CE) p 1977. 
Laval was founded in 1852 as the university of the Grand 
Seminary which had been established in 1663. Laval had 
four faculties: arts, law, medicine and theology. In the 
1960s the university and seminary moved to Cité University. 
Later the seminary transferred to another location. Today 
the magnificent old buildings of the Grand Seminary and 
Laval are still standing and are still used housing, among 
other things, the museum of the archdiocese of Québec.
(66) "Distribution of Diplomas at Laval University", Québec 
Chronicle. (PC). 18 June 1915, p 5. Here he was called 
Charles McGuigan.
(67) Archives of the Diocese of Charlottetown, (ADC), 
Bishop Henry O'Leary Papers. James McGuigan's examination 
marks at Laval for the 1915-16 academic year.
(68) "War Lecture At. Laval University", 21 January 
1916, p 3.
(69) By Armistice Day 8,500,000 soldiers would be dead. 
Espisito, Vincent, "World War Two", sections 5 and 18, 
Encyclopedia Americana. Vol 29, pp 249 and 389.
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(70) "Prince Edward Island Honor Roll", Charlottetown 
Guardian (ÊG), 24 July, 1918, p 6, Joseph "Jody" Connolly 
who died on the Western Front was a cousin of McGuigan 
through the former’s paternal grandmother. McGuigan, Hugh, 
Growing Up on St. Patrick's Road. Family Chart, npn.
(71) "Calamity overtakes Quebec Bridge", EX, 12 September 
1916 pi. 13 workers died as this "Eighth Wonder of the 
World" fell for the second time. The first collapse was in 
1907 and 75 died, Hilliday, Hugh, "Quebec Bridge
Disasters", The Canadian Encyclopedia (CE), vol 3, p 1803.
(72) "Laval Confirms Degree on Duke of Devonshire", QC,
18 June 1917, p 3 and Genest, Jacques to author, 7 April 
1994.
(73) Morton, Desmond, "World War I", Cg., p 2343. Borden was 
a Nova Scotian, born in Grand Pré. Brown, Robert Craig, 
"Borden, Sir Robert Laird", CE, vol 1, p 252.
(74) "Policemen Hurt in Conscription Riots in Montreal",
QC. 31 August 1917, p 1. This followed, by some weeks,
the passage on 3rd reading, of the conscription bill. 
"Conscription Bill Gets Third Reading in Senate", jQC,
9 August 1917, p 1.
(75) S ^  (73), Morton, p 2343.
(76) "St. Roch's Was the Scene of Serious Disorders and 
Loss of Life Last Night", ÛÇ, 2 April 1918, p 3. The first 
person killed was a worker who was returning home from his 
job.
(77) "Laval’s ’Tank’ Recruits Depart", QC, 24 April 1918,
p 4. The officer in charge was Lieutenant Paul Gouin, son 
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Chapter 2 
Too Far, Too Past 

1920-1930

During the early 1920s, McGuigan was a nascent star in 
O'Leary's constellation. The young priest was involved in 
adjusting to a new environment, trying to cope with deaths 
within his family, assisting his mentor in his great 
"brick and mortar" developments, and maintaining a 
friendly relationship with Sinnott.

However, in the latter half of the decade, the young 
priest became a bright stellar object, in his own right.
By his 33nd year McGuigan had attained several major 
archdiocesan positions. These included the rectorship of 
Saint Joseph's Cathedral and the highest level of the 
monsignorate. Unfortunately, his luminosity became too 
great and using an analogy to the formation of the 
astronomer's black hole, he may be said to have collapsed 
into himself.

Archbishop Sinnott was of two minds concerning the move 
of O'Leary and McGuigan to Edmonton. On the one hand, he 
was pleased that they would be "so close" (1000 kilometres 
versus 2500 kilometres) and suggested that O'Leary contact 
their fellow Maritimer, Bishop John Thomas McNally of 
Calgary, for advice. On the other hand, the archbishop of 
Winnipeg wrote, "You are going to take Father McGuigan 
with you. Well that is bad news". Seeking to obtain the
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latter's services, the archbishop of Winnipeg offered to 
trade one of his priests for McGuigan. O'Leary declined 
the suggestion.(1)

The mentor and protégé arrived in the Alberta capital by 
train on the evening of 7 December 1920.(2) The next 
day, O'Leary was installed at Saint Joachim's Church.(3)
He and McGuigan took up temporary residence in strathcona, 
Edmonton's "south side" rival. Initially, the men rented 
several places.(4) Finally, on 24 July 1921, O'Leary 
took possession of Saint Anthony's Church as his pro
cathedral.(5) Soon he enlarged its rectory using brick,
(6) thereby providing comfortable quarters for himself, 
McGuigan, and the regular parish clergy.

The early 192os were a time of unrest and rapid social 
change. Post war inflation peaked in 1920 and was 
followed by marked unemployment.(7) Locally, the United 
Farmers of Alberta came to power. Promoting advanced 
educational and health-support policies, and giving 
marketing assistance to grain growers, they attempted to 
move the new province ahead. Also, the government 
encouraged settlement.(8) For example, a large number of 
Scottish Catholics were settled in central Alberta. This 
particular initiative was due to the leadership of O'Leary 
and the Scottish priest. Father Andrew MacDonell.(9) 
Religious problems continued as Protestants attempted to
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proselytize the Ukrainian Catholics despite the 
appointment of Niketa Budka as their first national 
bishop.(10) Pope Benedict XV died in January 1922 (11) 
and, within a month, was replaced by Achilli Ratti who 
took the name of Pius XI.(12) The attempt of the West to 
overthrow Lenin during the Russian Civil War failed, 
thereby preserving the greatest challenge to Christianity 
since the French Revolution. Finally, the Irish problem 
that so fascinated O’Leary,(13) and apparently bored 
McGuigan, continued to haunt Britain due to the failure of 
the 1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty to satisfy Irish nationalist 
political demands.

In his early days in Edmonton, McGuigan seemed to 
function well as the archbishop's secretary. On 7 February 
1921 he wrote his mentor's brother. Bishop Louis O'Leary 
of Charlottetown, stating that, there was "very very much 
to be done both materially and spiritually", but that he 
had hardly enough work to keep himself busy as yet.(14) 
McGuigan's duties included being with Henry O'Leary in the 
late summer on Confirmation tours,(15) serving briefly as 
editor of The Western Catholic,(16) helping to welcome the 
visiting primates (17), and attending the installation of 
bishops.(18) As the young priest's administrative 
experience grew, O'Leary continued to increase his 
assistant's responsibilities. In 1923, for example, 
McGuigan, who was now both chancellor and vicar general.
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(19) was assigned the duty of administrating the diocese 
for three months while his superior made his ad 1imina 
visit.(20) During these early years, one important 

contact that. McGuigan made was with the Catholic Church 
Extension Society of Canada in Toronto. Through this 
organization he formed a friendship with Monsignor Thomas 
O'Donnell, later bishop of Victoria and archbishop of 
Halifax.(21) Also, he was on good terms with the 
letter's successor, Monsignor John Blair,(22) who would 
become so important during McGuigan's Regina years.

The young priest, also kept up correspondence with a 
number of his former associates at St, Dunstan's College
(23) and visited Prince Edward Island regularly, although 
not usually when O'Leary did.(24) Of course, the 
archbishop travelled there to see his brother and to 
recruit, priests while the young cleric went home to see 
his family. McGuigan did his part in advertising the 
Canadian West. For example, on a trip to Charlottetown in 
1924, he addressed the Catholic Women's League. He talked 
of the immensity of the archdiocese of Edmonton (sixty 
times the area of Prince Edward Island) and said that 
Alberta was the country of the future. However, he 
cautioned that this time was not at hand due to a slump in 
the economy. The new chancellor of Edmonton also told of 
the Oblates who brought Christ, to the Prairies, spoke of 
how cosmopolitan the West, was, praised O'Leary for his
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brick and mortar work, and stated how wonderfully the 
Island priests were doing in the land of the big sky.(25)

McGuigan's work was interrupted that year as death 
started to stalk his family. During the spring, he had 
gone home to visit his ailing father. Writing to O'Leary, 
the priest demonstrated his tendency to minimize reality 
when he stated that although he was enjoying himself "very 
well", his father's illness "dampens a little, the 
pleasure of the holiday". At least, he added that he 
was able to comfort, his mother and that alone made the 
trip worthwhile.(26)

In October, McGuigan received a telegram saying that his 
father had only a short time left to live. Being unable 
to reach O'Leary,(27) the priest assumed permission to 
leave and promised to return as soon as possible.(28) 
Arriving in Charlottetown a few days later, he found his 
father dead. On 25 October McGuigan said the funeral 
Mass at Saint Dunstan's Cathedral assisted by two clerical 
uncles, Fathers Martin Monaghan and P. D. McGuigan, as 
well as by two cousins who were also priests.(29) He then 
returned to Edmonton.

The Edmonton Archdiocese during the mid 1920s was in a 
phase of great expansion. This growth occurred despite a 
continued cycling of drought and rain that made farm 
income unstable,(30) The growth in the archdiocese was in
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reaction to a persistent, shortage of churches and priests, 
and difficulties in keeping the separate school system 
viable.(31)

The first major project, the building of Saint Joseph's 
Cathedral, came as a result of overcrowding at nearby 
Saint Joachim's Church. Six Masses on Sunday could not 
handle the demand.(32) O'Leary decided that the edifice 
should be built in Edmonton proper, not, as Saint 
Anthony’s had been, in a remote section of Strathcona. 
Therefore, the new structure was constructed on Jasper 
Avenue some blocks west of the downtown core. Opened by 
the archbishop on 22 March 1925, Saint Joseph's was 
initially merely a very large basement church.(33)
McGuigan became its first pastor.(34)

Two years later came the second project, the opening of 
the Catholic college at the University of Alberta.
O'Leary wrote that Catholics attending the institution 
were "losing the faith as fast as they are able."(35) In 
order to maintain hi,s good relations with the Christian 
Brothers who were scheduled to teach at the college, and 
apparently because of other commitments, O'Leary had sent 
McGuigan to their 75th anniversary celebrations in 
Toronto. This occurred in May 1927. The Edmonton vicar 
general spoke at Saint Michael's Cathedral in the presence 
of three men who would soon be very important in his life,
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Archbishop Nei l  McNeil ,  Se na to r  C ha r l e s  Murphy and 

p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  Frank O'Connor.  Here,  t h e  Edmonton p r i e s t  

p r a i s e d  t h e  founder  of t he  C h r i s t i a n  B r o t h e r s ,  S a i n t  J ean -  

B a p t i s t e  De la S a l l e ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  "Those who i n s t r u c t  

o t h e r s  unto j u s t i c e  s h a l l  s h i n e  as  s t a r s  f o r  a l l  

e t e r n i t y . " (3 6 )  How t h e s e  words would come back t o  haunt  

them!

The same year  t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  C a t h o l i c  Col l ege  

Campaign was l aunched ,  a n o t h e r  major  p r o j e c t  was s t a r t e d :  

t he  r e - • ' s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  Edmonton S c h o l a s t i c a t e  as 

Sa in t  J o s e p h ' s  Seminary.  Founded i n  1917,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

soon was t oo  smal l  f o r  bo th  t h e  Ob la t e  and d i o c e s a n  

c a n d i d a t e s .  As a r e s u l t ,  i n  June 1927, t h e  O b l a t e s  l e f t  

t he  a r c h d i o c e s e  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a new semina ry  a t  L e b r e t ,  

Saskatchewan.  O 'Leary  enamed t h e  former  S c h o l a s t i c a t e  of 

t he  Immaculate Concept ion  f o r  t h e  r a t r o n  of  t h e  

a r c h d i o c e s e  and ap p o in t ed  McGuigan as  i t s  f i r s t  

r e c t o r . (37 )

In 1928, having  c o n s t r u c t e d  a r e c t o r y  f o r  t h e  new 

c a t h e d r a l , (38)  O'Leary  fo l l owed  up w i th  t h e  ope. i ing of  

t he  O'Connel l  I n s t i t u t e .  Loca ted  a c r o s s  t h e  Nor th  

Saskatchewan R ive r  from downtown Edmonton,  t h e  orphanage  

was f i n anc ed  by t h e  e c c e n t r i c  New Brunswick born suga r  

magnate J .D.  O ' C on ne l l ,  t o  whom th e  l o c a l  pape r s  

i n n o c e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  as a " c h i l d  l o v e r " .  It. was t hen  g iven
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t o  t h e  S i s t e r s  of  C h a r i t y  of  t h e  Refuge,  On 6 September  

1928, O'Leary b l e s s e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g s ,  Th i s  i s  t h e  p l a c e  

where McGuigan would f i n d  s h e l t e r  i n  h i s  da rk  p e r i o d  from 

September t o  December 1930 , (39)

Not on ly  had t h e  b r i c k  and m o r t a r  work p r o g r e s s e d ,  but  

a l s o  s p i r i t u a l  e v en t s  o c c u r r e d .  Fo l l owing  t h e  1926 

E u c h a r i s t i e  Congress  i n  Chicago t h a t  O 'Leary  d e s c r i b e d  

w i th  some e x a g g e r a t i o n  as  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  e x t e r n a l  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  (o f  f a i t h )  ev e r  w i t n e s s e d  on E a r t h " , (40) an 

impor t an t  l o ca l  s p i r i t u a l  c e l e b r a t i o n  took p l a c e ;

O ' L e a r y ' s  s i l v e r  s a c e r d o t a l  a n n i v e r s a r y .  At Sa i n t  

J o s e p h ' s  basement  Church on 19 September  1926, McGuigan 

gave an e lo q u e n t  eu logy p r a i s i n g  h i s  s u p e r i o r  f o r  b u i l d i n g  

more t han  40 chu rches  and c h a p e l s . (41)  The a c t u a l  d a t e  of 

t he  a n n i v e r s a r y  o c c u r r e d  two days l a t e r .  At t h i s  t ime 

McGuigan announced t o  t h e  C a th e d r a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  Pope 

P iu s  XI had honoured t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  by a p p o i n t i n g  him as 

an A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Papal  t h r o n e . (42) O'Leary was but 

47 y e a r s  of  age.

By t h e  next, yea r  McGuigan' s  m e t e o r i c  r i s e  reached  new 

h e i g h t s .  As men t ioned  b e f o r e ,  by 1923 he had become bo th  

c h a n c e l l o r  and v i c a r  g e n e r a l  of t h e  Ar ch d io ce s e .  Two 

y e a r s  l a t e r  he was made r e c t o r  of  S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  

C a t h e d r a l .  Now, i n  1927,  no t  only  had t h e  young p r i e s t  

become r e c t o r  of t h e  s emina ry ,  bu t  he was a l s o  app o in t ed
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dean of t he  Edmonton D i s t r i c t , ( 43 )  and was r a i s e d  t o  a 

p r o t h o n o t a r y  a p o s t o l i c ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  l ev e l  of  t h e  

m o n s i g n o r a t e . (44) McGuigan was on ly  32 y e a r s  o ld  and 

had earned  h i s  a c c e l e r a t e d  p romot ions  on accoun t  of  h i s  

"wonderful  a b i l i t y  and u n t i r i n g  s e r v i c e . " ( 4 5 )  He 

was r e p u t e d  t o  be t h e  younges t  of  h i s  a p o s t o l i c  rank i n  

Ca n ad a . (46)

McGuigan i n i t i a l l y  found t h a t  t h e r e  were g r e a t  probl ems 

o b t a i n i n g  s t a f f  f o r  t he  seminary s i n c e  on ly  two O b l a t e s  

r e m a i n e d . (47) As a r e s u l t  he c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  "We were a t  

sea  t he  f i r s t  y e a r s " ,  but  c l a imed  t h a t  t h e  t ime  was 

" f i l l e d  wi th  c o n s o l a t i o n  and encouragement  because  t h e  

young men s e t t l e d  down f o r  t h e  most  p a r t  g l a d l y  under  

c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  were not  a lways c o n s i d e r e d  e n t i r e l y  

a d e q u a t e . " (48)  The s e m in a r i a n s  were ve ry  much Impressed  

wi th  t h e i r  r e c t o r .  He looked d i g n i f i e d ,  and was k ind  i n  

h i s  manner.  His nickname,  a cc o rd i n g  t o  t h e  h ig h  s p i r i t e d  

young men, was "Mons". T h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  was d e r i v e d  from 

h i s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  rank (49)  and i t  was even r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  E u c h a r i s t  was " r e a l l y  a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n t o  Heaven".  Unwise ly,  however ,  he 

had t ak en  on t he  load of pe r fo rming  b o t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

work and t e a c h i n g  canon l a w . (50)

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  b e f o r e  long t h e r e  was someth ing  s e r i o u s l y  

ami ss .  As e a r l y  as  1925 McGuigan had w r i t t e n  h i s  f r i e n d
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and f e l l o w  I s l a n d e r ,  Ch a r l e s  Leo N e l l i g a n ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  he 

cou ld  no t  " c o n t i n u e  as  of yo re "  and would have t o  ge t  a 

s e c r e t a r y . (51 )  In e a r l y  1927 McGuigan took a s i x-month  

l eave  t o  pu r sue  a d o c t o r a t e  i n  canon law a t  t h e  Cathol ic;  

U n i v e r s i t y  of America.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  he never  seems t o  

have found t ime t o  complet e  i t  , ( 52 )  even though he would 

be t e a c h i n g  t he  s u b j e c t  a t  S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  Seminary l a t e r  

t h a t  y e a r .  This  became h i s  f i r s t  academic s e t b a c k ,  A f t e r  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  Edmonton,  h i s  b i z a r r e  behav iou r  i n  t he  

seminary  chapel  ap pe a r s  t o  have s t a r t e d .  He would,  when 

a lo n e ,  p r e s s  t h e  c o n s e c r a t e d  c ib o r iu m  to  h i s  head a rd  beg 

God’s h e l p . (53) McGuigan' s  a c t i o n s  showed how d e s p e r a t e  

he was becoming.  O v e r - s t r e s s e d  by t a k i n g  on t oo  much 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t oo  soon,  hav ing  s een  d e a t h  s t r i k e  h i s  

f am i ly ,  and l e t t i n g  h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  s l i p  out  of h i s  

hands ,  McGuigan was showing t h e  f i r s t  s i g n s  of h i s  coming 

ne rvous  breakdown.

Other  e ve n t s  were now c o n s p i r i n g  t o  p l a y  a c r i t i c a l  r o l e  

i n  McGuigan' s  f u t u r e .  In 1929 t h e  wheat c rop r eached  an 

a l l  t ime  h i gh .  The nex t  ye a r  i t  f a i l e d  and,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

would no t  r e v i v e  f o r  a d e c a d e . (54) In t h e  autumn of 1929 

t h e  s t o c k  marke t  c r a sh e d  p lu n g in g  t h e  wor ld i n t o  t h e  

decade  long Grea t  Dep r e s s io n .  In 1930 t h e  L ibe r a l  

Government in  Ottawa was d e f e a t e d  and t h e  T o r i e s  under  

R i cha rd  Bedford (R. B.)  Benne t t  formed t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

This  f o l lowed  t h e  d e f e a t  of  t h e  Saskatchewan L i b e r a l s  by
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t h e  C o n se r v a t i v e s  under  John Thomas Mi l t on  ( J .  T. M.) .  

Anderson.  Both new governments  were u n e n l i g h t e n e d  

econ omica l l y ,  and t o  b oo t ,  Anderson was a n t i - C a t h o l i c .

He demons t r a t ed  t h i s  by q u i c k l y  I n t r o d u c i n g  s e v e r a l  such 

b i l l s  i n t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e , (55)

The o t h e r  event  t h a t  p l a ye d  a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  McGuigan' s  

f u t u r e  was t he  26 October  1929 d e a t h  of  R e g i n a ' s  

a r c h b i sh o p ,  O l i v e r - E l z é a r  Ma th ieu .  In 1911,  t h i s  

former  r e c t o r  of  Laval  U n i v e r s i t y  had come to  Saska tchewan 

as t h e  f i r s t  b i shop  of  Regina .  He s u c c e s s f u l l y  gu ided  t h e  

a r c h d i o c e s e  t h rough t h e  Grea t  War and "Roa r ing  2 0 s " . (56) 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  work l e f t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b t .  Given t h e  

s t o c k  marke t  c r a s h  as  wel l  as  t h e  g r e a t  d r o u g h t ,  t h e  

encumbrance became a lmos t  unpa yab l e .  Th i s  i s  t h e  t e r r i b l e  

r e a l i t y  w i th  which McGuigan would come f a c e  t o  f a c e  when 

app o in t ed  M a th i e u ' s  s u c c e s s o r .

With a l l  in  p l a c e  bu t  t h e  a c t u a l  appo in tmen t  t o  Regina ,  

t h e  only  t h i n g  t h a t  might  have saved t h e  young c l e r i c  was 

h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v a c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  summer of  1929.

That  y e a r ,  t h r e e  l o c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  e v e n t s  

oc cu r r ed  on P . E . I .  The f i r s t  was t h e  c e n t e n a r y  of  S a i n t  

D un s t a n ' s  C a t h e d r a l ,  t h e  second was t h e  Golden J u b i l e e  of  

Sa in t  Joa ch i m ' s  Church i n  Vernon R i v e r ,  and t h e  l a s t  was 

t he  75 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of St.. D u n s t a n ' s  C o l l e g e .  McGuigan 

a t t e n d e d  a l l  t h r e e . (57) He a l s o  had much f r e e  t ime  t o
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v i s i t  h i s  f ami ly  and r e l a t i v e s .  All  i n  a l l ,  i t  shou ld  

have r e j u v e n a t e d  him f o r  t h e  oncomin,g b a t t l e .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  g iven  t he  problems he was hav ing  w i th  

r e a l i t y ,  t h i s  b r eak  was no t  s u f f i c i e n t .  In August  he 

r e t u r n e d  t o  Edmonton s e t  f o r  a f a l l .

Six months l a t e r ,  i n  Februa ry  1930,  came t h e  

announcement  t h a t  Monsignor  McGuigan had been chosen as 

a r c h b i s h o p  of Regina .  The Edmonton B u l l e t i n  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  

t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  would be d i f f i c u l t .  But ,  i t  was a l s o  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  35 yea r  o ld  c l e r i c  was e x pe r i e nc ed  i n  a l l  

a s p e c t s  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  was an a u t h o r i t y  on canon law, 

and had g a in e d  t h e  es t eem of h i s  p e e r s ,  T h e r e fo r e ,  i t  was 

c la imed t h a t  t h e r e  would be no problems which were 

u n s o l v a b l e .  I n c i d e n t l y ,  i t  was a l s o  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t he  

a r c h b i s h o p  was t h e  youngest,  in  t h e  C a t h o l i c  wor ld .  (58)

On 15 May 1930,  McGuigan was c o n s e c r a t e d  at  Sa in t  

J o s e p h ' s  C a t h e d r a l .  O 'Leary  s a i d  t h e  Mass wi th  Archbishop 

Ar thu r  B e l l i v e a u  of  S t .  Bon i f ace  and Bishop John Kidd of 

Ca lgary  as  h i s  Fr ench  and E n g l i sh  c o - c o n s e c r a t o r s .

S i n n o t t  was i n  t h e  s a n c t u a r y . (59 )  A g rand c i v i c  d i n n e r  

f o l lowed  i n  t h e  c h a t e a u - l i k e  Hotel  Macdonald,  and wh i l e  

t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  " l i t t l e  e a r t h l y  mo th e r " ,  as  wel l  as t h e  

p r emie r  of  A l b e r t a  looked on,  McGuigan spoke of be ing  

una b l e  t o  l i n g e r  as  " i t  i s  God ' s  w i l l  t h a t  I go" .  He a l s o
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r e c e i v e d  something he would soon need ve ry  b a d l y - - a  p u r se  

of g o l d , (60)

Pour days l a t e r  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  boarded  t h e  t r a i n  f o r  

Regina .  With him were most  of t h e  b i sh o p s  who had been a t  

h i s  c o n s e c r a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  O'Leary  and S i n n o t t . ( 6 1 )

On the  evening  of what had been a c o ld ,  r a i n y  21s t  of  May, 

McGuigan was i n s t a l l e d  a t  Holy Rosary C a th e d r a l  as  " t h e  

dying s u n s e t  s en t  s t r e a m e r s  of dusky l i g h t  a c r o s s  t h e  

s a n c t u a r y . "  He r e c e i v e d  a new McLaughl in-Buick  c o u r t e s y  

of h i s  p r i e s t s  and p a r i s h i o n e r s . ( 62 )  I t  would soon 

be d i spos ed  of f o r  ve ry  p r e s s i n g  needs .

Now e v e r y t h i n g  was i n  p l a c e ,  A g r e a t  d rough t  had 

e n t e r e d  i t s  second summer; t h e  Grea t  Dep r e s s ion  i n t o  

t h e  s e ve n t h  month of a d e c a d e - l o n g  g r i p  on t h e  economy; 

Premier  Anderson had i n t r o d u c e d  more a n t i - C a t h o l i c  

l e g i s l a t i o n  in t h e  s p r i n g . (63)  F e d e r a l l y ,  Prime M i n i s t e r  

R. B. Benne t t  was beg inn in g  an u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t em p t  t o  put  

t h e  co un t ry  back on i t s  f e e t .  McGuigan had i n h e r i t e d  a 

s i n k i n g  s h i p  and was t o t a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from O 'Leary .  His  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l i m i t s  would be t e s t e d  and,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

would be found want ing .
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Chapter  3 

Darkness  un to  Dawn 

May 1930-Deoember 1933

The y e a r - a n d - a - h a l f  from May 3 930 t o  Deoemher 1931 was

pe rhaps  t he  most, t r a u m a t i c  t ime  in  t he  l i f e  of Jamea

McGuigan. De sp i t e  i n c r e a s i n g  emot iona l  p rob l ems ,  he had 

t aken  on t h e  awesome r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as a r c hb i sho p  of

Regina .  Then, i n  only  fou r  months ,  he c o l l a p s e d  under  t he

s t r a i n .  This  s e t b ac k  was fo l lowed  by an amazing r ec o ve r y ,  

but  he was never  q u i t e  t he  same pe r son  ag a i n .  He r e t u r n e d  

t o  Regina a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  new r e a l i t y ,  and was a b l e  t o  

employ an e x c e p t i o n a l  s e r i e s  of  s p i r i t u a l  and f i n a n c i a l  

moves which a l l owed him t o  keep t h e  l o y a l t y  of bo th  t h e  

f a i t h f u l  and h i s  d e b t o r s ,  even though t h e s e  e f f o r t s  would 

made him a s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  "begga r  b i sh op " .

On 11 September  1930,  i n  t h e  s a c r i s t y  of t he  g r e a t  and 

o rn a t e  Not re  Dame B a s i l i c a  in  O t t a w a ' s  lower town. 

Archbishop McGuigan was p r e p a r i n g  fo r  t he  imminent 

c o n s e c r a t i o n  of Monsignor  J ean - M ar i e -R ode r i gue  V i l l e n e u v e  

as  h i s  s u f f r a g a n  f o r  Gra ve lbou rg ,  Sa ska t chewan . (1 )

However,  s i n c e  a r r i v i n g  in Regina  t h e  archbi .shop had been 

t o rmented  by t he  s p e c t r e  of t h e  bank rup tcy  of t he  

Archd iocese  of Regina ,  and t h e  ensu ing  ru i n a i  i n n  of t he  

C a t h o l i c  Ch u r ch ' s  c r e d i t  in  Canada.  This  t h r e a t  stemmed 

from c e r t a i n  p r e v i o u s l y  ment ioned economic,  e n v i ro nm en ta l ,  

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s ,
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Adding to  h i s  bu rdens ,  McGuigan had d i s c o v e r e d  r e c e n t l y  

t h a t  two of h i s  s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  bo th  Québécoi s ,  were 

l e a v in g  R e g i n a . (2)  Now, t h e r e  seemed t o  be no one t o  whom 

he could  t u r n  fo r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  he lp  in h i s  debt  r i dden  

a r c h d i o c e s e .  His p r a y e r s  t o  God were t o  no a pp a r en t  a v a i l .  

N e i t h e r  had h i s  begging  f o r  t h e  "sweet  i n t e r c e s s i o n "  of 

Holy Mary, t he  p a t r o n e s s  of h i s  c a t h e d r a l , (3) shown any 

appa ren t  r e s u l t s .  Consequen t l y ,  t h e r e  had been no r e l e a s e  

from th ose  months of  d i s t u r b e d  s l e e p  and worr isome days.  

There seemed t o  be n o th in g  t h a t  he could  i n t e r p r e t  as an 

answer .  The s i t u a t i o n  had become u t t e r l y  i n t o l e r a b l e ,

Suddenly ,  a.s t h e  newspapers  r e p o r t e d ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  he was 

t o  g ive  h i s  sermon,  t he  a r c h b i sh o p  was overcome,  and was 

unab le  per form.  All t h e  t r a i n i n g  as  O ' L e a r y ' s  s e c r e t a r y  

and v i c a r  g e n e r a l ,  and t he  t h r e e  ye a r s  as r e c t o r  of Sa in t  

J o s e p h ' s  Seminary were f o r  naugh t .  McGuigan had e n t e r ed  

t h e  deepest ,  phase  of h i s  "dark  n ig h t  of t he  s o u l . " (4)

Eight  days l a t e r  t h e  s h a t t e r e d  a r c h b i sh o p  and hi.s 

embar rassed  mentor  a r r i v e d  by t r a i n  a t  Edmonton.

Something,  yet  t o  be d i agno se d ,  had happened t o  t he  young 

p r e l a t e .  No warning s i g n s  had been seen o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  

were a d m i s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  s t a g e .  Nothing t h a t  O'Leary had 

done,  such as t he  long v a c a t i o n  he gave hi.s p r o t ég é  the 

p r e v i o u s  summer, seemed to  make p o s s i b l e  t h e  avo idance  

of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  C e r t a i n l y ,  t he  f i r s t  few y e a r s  of



7 6

McGuigan's t^nufe a t  the seminary had been t r y ing ,  but the 

young p r i e s t  appeared to handle i t  w e l l . (5) Surely,  those 

rumours of his nocturnal  v i s i t s  to the Blessed Sacrament 

at the seminary were j u s t  s t o r i e s  or,  at. worst ,  only a 

passing phase.{6)

Unfor tunately,  or perhaps fo r t un a t e l y ,  McGuigan had only 

l as ted  four months as archbishop In Regina. The resul t ,  for  

O’Leary was a very se r ious  c r i s i s .  Action had a l ready been 

taken,  however, for when O'Leary and Sinnot t  passed through 

Regina on t h e i r  way to  Vi l leneuve ' s  "enthronement." in 

Gravelbourg,  the archbishop of Winnipeg sa id  t ha t  he was 

ready to join his  col league whenever McGuigan f e l t  well 

enough to spe ak . (7) Also, two doc tor s ,  one a nerve 

s p e c i a l i s t ,  had been ca l l ed  in to a s s i s t .  O'Leary,  in  h i s  

overs impl i f i ed  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the young a rchb i shop ' s  

condi t ion,  had contended t ha t  nothing was wrong with 

McGuigan but. " the  mental a t t i t u d e . "  However, he admit ted 

that, h i s  protégé must be humoured. The s t r i c k e n  p r e l a t e  

was placed in the newly acquired O'Connell I n s t i t u t e .  Here 

he occupied the guest, s u i t e ,  engaged in long d i s conso l a t e  

walks and received back r u b s . (8) His s p i r i t s  seem to have 

been l i f t e d  by the apparent ly  c a r e f r ee  squeal ing of the 

l i t t l e  ch i l dr en ,  and by the " tender  s o l i c i t a t i o n "  of Mother 

Mary (Nolan) of the Annunciat ion,  a nun to whom he was 

forever  g r a t e f u l , (9)
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On 17 October  1930, O'Leary wrote  S i n n o t t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

even though McOuigan was much b e t t e r ,  he was s t i l l  

i n s i s t i n g  upon r e s i g n i n g  as  a r c h b i s h o p . (10 )  O'Leary 

a cc ep t ed  S i n n o t t ' s  p r e v i o u s  o f f e r  t o  meet them, but  whether  

t he  c on fe r en ce  a c t u a l l y  took p l a c e  i s  not  known. In any 

c a s e ,  n in e  days  l a t e r  McGuigan a s s i s t e d  in  a b e n e d i c t i o n .

(11)  F u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  was soon made. In mid-November,  

a c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  a r c h b i sh o p  of Regina had 

ap p o in t ed  Monsignor  A. J .  J a n s s en  as h i s  v i c a r  g e n e r a l .  

Also i n  t h i s  m i s s i v e ,  J a ns s en  wrot e  t h a t  t he  young p r e l a t e  

had l e f t  f o r  Rome a few days e a r l i e r . (12) Appa ren t l y  

c o n t r a d i c t i n g  t h i s  was a l e t t e r  from O'Leary to  Se na to r  

Ch a r l e s  Murphy of Ot tawa on 6 December s ay ing  t he  t r i p  

had been de l ayed  and t h a t  McGuigan was h o s p i t a l i s e d  in 

Milwaukee,  Wiscons in ,  s u f f e r i n g  from what t he  a r c h b i sh o p  of 

Edmonton now ad m i t t e d  was "a p a r t i a l  ne rvous  

breakdown. " (1 3 )

Hap p i ly ,  t h i s  was no t  t h e  f i n a l  s t e p  toward permanent  

con f inemen t .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  was t h e  n a d i r  from which a r a p i d  

cl imb t o  f u l l  f u n c t i o n i n g  began.  For example,  in  January  

1931 McGuigan wrote  to  J ans sen  a s k i n g  him to  renew the  

C a t h o l i c  Women's League i n  R e g i n a . (14) Then,  i n  

m id -Feb rua ry ,  t he  a r c h b i s ho p  f i n a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t he  

Saskatchewan c a p i t a l .  He immedia te ly  o r gan i zed  an E a s t e r  

c o l l e c t i o n  t o  he lp  s u p p o r t  h i s  s e m in a r i a n s  who were
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s c a t t e r e d  h i t h e r  and t h i t h e r  c o s t i n g  him $6,000 per  yea r  

(.15) in  a bankrupt  a r c h d i o c e s e .

The d e s p e r a t e  t imes  demanded a f u r t h e r a n c e  of  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e  i n  Regina .  To accompl i sh  t h i s ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  

d e s i r e d  to  b r i n g  t he  F r a n c i s c a n s  from Edmonton t o  ho ld  

r e t r e a t s .  The day b e f o r e  h i s  1930 c o n s e c r a t i o n ,  McGuigan 

had gone t o  t he  F r a n c i s c a n  Monas t ery  i n  t h e  A l b e r t a  c a p i t a l  

and,  i n  what must  now have seemed a lmos t  l i k e  a n o t h e r  l i f e ,  

t o l d  them of  h i s  p l a n s . (16)  A y e a r  of  n e g o t i a t i o n s  would 

fo l low b e fo r e  he would d i s c o v e r  whe ther  o r  not. t h e s e  

mendi can t s  ag reed  t o  come.

Now, McGuigan was back i n  t h e  "swing of t h i n g s " ,  The 

d i f f i c u l t  ad ju s tm en t  t o  h i s  new p o s i t i o n  was f i n a l l y  be in g  

made a f t e r  t he  shock of t h e  new appo in tment  which had 

c rushed  him l i k e  a dead we igh t .  However,  g i v en  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  under  which he had t o  l ab o u r  and t h e  t yp e  of 

pe r son  he was, h i s  c o l l a p s e  seemed i n e v i t a b l e .

Luck i l y ,  he was o f f e r e d  t h e  b e s t  chance  of  r e c o v e r i n g  due 

to  h i s  e a r l y  s h e l t e r i n g ,  t h e  k in d ,  bu t  f i r m  t r e a t m e n t  he 

r e c e i v e d ,  h i s  f a i t h  i n  God, i n  Holy Mother  Church and 

because  of a r é a n i m a t io n  of h i s  f a i t h  i n  h i m s e l f .

Al though r e t u r n e d ,  McGuigan had no t  ye t  made h i s  o f f i c i a l  

r e app ea r anc e  i n  Regina .  I n s t e a d ,  he made a g e n t l e  e n t r y  

i n  February  1931 by s a y i n g  Mass on s e v e r a l  Sundays a t  Holy
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R o s a r y , (17) b e f o r e  t he  evening of 8 March when he f i n a l l y  

met h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  a t  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  a u d i t o r i u m . (18)

By t h e  t ime of  McGulgan' s  r e t u r n ,  t h e  Anderson government  

had a n o t he r  s e t b a c k  p r ep a r ed  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c s .  R e l i g i o u s  

emblems had been banned from s c h o o l s . (19) However,  t he  

a r c h b i sh o p  seems have t o  t a k e  t h i s  i n  h i s  s t r i d e .  Thus,  

t he  " p a p i s t s * ’ c o n t i n u e d  t o  make t h e  b e s t  t hey  cou ld  of a 

bad s i t u a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  they  had in  1979-1930 when Anderson 

had f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  a n t i - F r e n c h  and a n t i - C a t h o l i c  school  

i n s t r u c t i o n s . (20 )

To h e lp  b r i n g  t h e  deb t  under  c o n t r o l ,  McGuigan (who had 

a l r e a d y  s e t  up a commit tees  of Diocesan C o n s u l t o r s )  now 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a g roup of  s e c u l a r  f i n a n c i e r s . ( 21 )  This  was 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a t  t h e  end of 1930 he had e s t i m a t e d  the  

e p i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  n e t  debt  as about  $300,000.

De sp i t e  t h e  t o t a l  encumbrance,  McGuigan f e l t  i t  i m p e r a t i v e  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o u r  new Regina p a r i s h e s  even though t h i s  

a c t i o n  would i n c r e a s e  t he  deb t  by one t h i r d .  Thi s  p roposed 

spend ing  was part ,  of a ge ne r a l  expans ion  of  church  

f a c i l i t i e s  which he had a p p a r e n t l y  o rg a n i z e d  i n  December 

1930,  and f o r  which a f i n a l  cos t  of a lmos t  $400,000 was 

e s t i m a t e d . (22)

McGuigan c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  ahead a g a i n s t  t h e  twin 

problems of s t a b i l i z i n g  f i n a n c e s  and r e v i t a l i z i n g  s p i r i t u a l  

l i f e .  For example,  p a r t  of t h e  r e a son  fo r  church  b u i l d i n g
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was to  c ou n t e r  t he  communists  who were making i n ro a d s  

among t h e  Poles  of t h e  c i t y .  The m u l t i l i n g u a l  p r i e s t ,  

F a t h e r  A. J .  Gocki ,  f e l t  i t  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  b u i l d  a chu rch ,  

Sa in t  A n t hon y ' s ,  f o r  them. The a r c h b i s h o p  su p p o r t e d  t h e  

p r i e s t ' s  appeal  f o r  funds in  t he  C a t h o l i c  R e g i s t e r , (23)  

but  could  o f f e r  t he  c l e r i c  no money.

McGuigan had e s t i m a t e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

a t  $18,000 per  y e a r . (24) W r i t i ng  him i n  A p r i l ,  S i n n o t t  

s a i d  t h a t  t he  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Archd ioce se  of Regina was 

"s imp ly  d e s p e r a t e "  and ad v i s ed  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  t o  c o n t a c t  

t he  C a t h o l i c  Church E x t e n s i o n  S o c i e t y  of Canada i n  Toron to  

r e q u e s t i n g  $6,000 t o  $10,000 a yea r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  f o r  f i v e  

y e a r s .  A l so ,  S i n n o t t  o f f e r e d  t o  pay t h e  i n t e r e s t  on $5,000 

of R e g i n a ' s  deb t  f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d  and t o  l end  h i s  

f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t .  Rev. Dr. J .  E. C a h i l l . (25)

S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  Se na to r  

Cha r l e s  Murphy, McGuigan ment ioned  t h a t  Monsignor  John 

B l a i r  a t  Ex t e ns i on  had i ndeed  promised  t h e  money r e q u e s t e d .  

Also ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  now had a b e t t e r  i d e a  of t h e  

a r c h d i o c e s a n  d e b t .  To h i s  a s t o n i s h m e n t  and c o n s t e r n a t i o n ,  

he d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i t  was fou r  t ime s  h i s  o r i g i n a l  gu e s s .

I t  was a t  l e a s t  $1 ,200 ,000 !  The i n t e r e s t  due was now 

e s t i m a t e d  a t  an overwhelming $40,000 t o  $50,000 pe r  annum. 

McGuigan s t a t e d  t h a t  he would be "a beggar  f o r  the. r e s t  of
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h i s  d a ys " ,  and t h a t  t he  a r c h d i o c e s e  was "bank rup t  i n  o t h e r  

ways as  we l 1 , " ( 2 6 )

Having announced a 30 year  a n n u i t y  a t  8,3%, McOuigan 

wrote  h i s  p r i e s t s  p o i n t i n g  out  t h a t  t h e i r  s h a r e  was due 

1 November,  as  was t h e  ca t h ed r a t i c u m ,  or  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  

s u p p o r t i n g  fund.  He a l s o  made them r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t he  

i n s u r a n c e  on t h e  p a r i s h  p r o p e r t y , ( 2 7 )  f o rbad e  bor rowing 

w i t h ou t  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n ,  and d e c l a r e d  t h a t  no one "under  

pa in  of  s i n "  could  t ak e  o n e ' s  f u l l  s a l a r y  i f  at  l e a s t  t he  

i n t e r e s t ,  due on t h e  p a r i s h  deb t  had not  been t aken  c a r e  of .  

At t h e  same t ime ,  he i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

seemed i m p o s s i b l e ,  h i s  door was a lways  o p e n . (28) This  

bor rowing r e s t r i c t i o n  was r e i n f o r c e d  i n  t h e  1932 Annual 

Repor t  when McGuigan p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  no i n c r e a s e d  debt  of 

any amount - -no  m a t t e r  how t r i v i a l - - w a s  p e r m i t t e d  under  pa in  

of s u s p e n s io n  and t h e r e f o r e  l o s s  of i n c o m e , (29)

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  d rought  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b r eak  a l l  

r e c o r d s , (30) T h e r e f o r e ,  he lp  was a ga in  sought  from the  

Almighty .  In l a t e  May 1931 McGuigan a u t h o r i z e d  p r a y e r s  and 

p r o c e s s i o n s  f o r  r a i n , (31) Sad ly ,  t h e s e  e x h o r t a t i o n s  were 

i n  v a i n .  On 19 June t he  t e m p e r a t u r e  approached  40 C e l s i u s ,

(32) t h r e e  weeks a f t e r  a t e r r i f i c  d u s t  s t o rm had d e s t r o y e d  

75% of t h e  wheat  c rop  in  one a r e a . (33)  The h a r v e s t  would 

aga in  be l o s t .
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In g e n e r a ] , t h e  economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 

193] were a l s o  d i s c o u r a g i n g  w i th  more worker s  f o r c e d  onto 

w e l f a r e ,  Ottawa had been i nformed of  t h e  t e r r i b l e  

c o n d i t i o n s .  However,  Prime M i n i s t e r  R. B. Bennett,  was 

having  t r o u b l e  b e l i e v i n g  t h e  r e p o r t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he s e n t  

h i s  l abou r  m i n i s t e r ,  Gideon R obe r t s on ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

sou t h e rn  P r a i r i e s .  Robe r t son  was s t unned  by what he saw, 

t e rming  i t ,  " t he  g r e a t e s t  n a t i o n a l  c a l a m i t y  t h a t  has ever  

ov e r t ak en  t h i s  c o u n t y . " (3 4 )  B e n n e t t ' s  r e a c t i o n  was s w i f t .  

Fe a r i ng  a r e v o l u t i o n ,  he e s t a b l i s h e d  a n a t i o n a l  sys tem of 

camps under  s t r i c t  c o n t r o l  f o r  s i n g l e  m en . (35) More 

p o s i t i v e l y ,  an Unemployment and Farm R e l i e f  Act wi th  

$20 ,000 ,000  c a p i t a l  was p a s se d .  I t  p roposed  t o  co n t i n u e  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  gov e rn m e n t ' s  sha r ed  co s t  programs wi th  

p r o v i n c i a l  and mun ic ipa l  gove rnments .  As part,  of t h i s  

package ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r a i l w a y s  ag reed  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  

would c r e a t e  a t o t a l  of  more t han  $70 ,000,000 wor th  of work 

r e l i e f  under  t i g h t  Fe de ra l  s t r i c t u r e s . ( 36 )

D e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s  bad a g r i c u l t u r a l  news, McGuigan f i n a l l y  

r e c e i v e d  some good t i d i n g s  f o r  on 10 May 1931 an agreement  

wi th  t he  F r a n c i s c a n s  t o  buy t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  p a l a c e  was 

ma d e . (37)  McGuigan had a l r e a d y  l e f t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and,  f o r  

t h e  sake  of economy, set. up h i s  chancery  i n  Holy R o s a r y ' s  

s a c r i s t y  wh i l e  l i v i n g  a t  t h e  r e c t o r y  nex t  door .  He had 

a l s o  t aken  on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of p a s t o r  a t  t he  

c a t h e d r a l . ( 38 )  Soon, however ,  he was back at. t h e  p a l a c e  as
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t h e  F r a n c i s c a n s  had k i n d ly  o f f e r e d  him M a t h i e u ' s  s u i t e  in 

t he  l a r g e  h o u s e . (39)

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t he  seminary  c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  E a s t e r  1931 

had been a d i s a pp o i n t m en t .  I t  y i e l d e d  l e s s  t han  h a l f  of t he  

amount t h a t  t he  a r c hb i s ho p  needed t o  suppo r t  h i s  

c a n d i d a t e s  ( 40 ) .  D i sco u rag ing  as  t h i s  must  have been,  

McGuigan p r e s s e d  fo rwa rd ,  but  took t h e  ad v i c e  of Bishop 

Edwin iJ. O'Hara of Nor th  Dakota t o  put  s p i r i t u a l  m a t t e r s  

f i r s t .  In May McGuigan o r g an i zed  t h e  f i r s t  E u c h a r i s t i e  

Congress  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Dur ing t h i s  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  he would 

demand t h a t  a l l  Regina c l e r g y  ( exc ep t  f ou r  l e f t  on du ty  f o r  

emergenc ie s )  a t t e n d  a working l uncheon t o  d i s c u s s  t he  "very  

p r e s s i n g  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s . " (41 )

Both O'Leary and S i n n o t t  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  su p p o r t  by 

a t t e n d i n g  t h e  c o n g re s s .  Many masses  were h e l d .  Holy 

Rosary Ca thed ra l  had s e r v i c e s  f o r  t he  E n g l i sh  s p e a k e r s ,  

who seemed t o  be mos t l y  of I r i s h  d e s c e n t .  Sa i n t  Mary ' s  

P a r i s h  c e l e b r a t e d  Masses l u  German; t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  Sa in t  

Anthony ' s  honoured t h e  Almighty i n  P o l i s h  wh i l e  Sa i n t  

T h e r e s a ' s  had Hungar ian s e r v i c e s .  As w e l l .  Bishop 

V i l l e n u e v e  o f f e r e d  t he  Holy S a c r i f i c e  i n  F r e n c h . (42)

De sp i t e  a m id - w in t e r  l i k e  snowstorm,  f o l l o w in g  34 de g re e s  

C e l s i u s  l e s s  t han  a week e a r l i e r , (43) t h e  c on g re s s  was a 

g r e a t  s u c c e s s .  Almost 100 p r i e s t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  luncheon

(44) wh i l e  t he  l o c a l s  were agog a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  Medieval
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p r o c e s s i o n ,  C h i l d r e n  marched around Holy Rosary 

Ca thedra l  c a r r y i n g  banne r s  whi l e  d r e s s e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

co lou r ed  costumes.  McGuigan fo l l owed ,  wa lk ing  under  a 

canopy of gold and s c a r l e t .  He b l e s s e d  t h e  peop l e  

as l i t t l e  g i r l s  s c a t t e r e d  f lower  p e t a l s  i n  h i s  p a t h .

The Knigh t s  of Columbus,  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  formal  a t t i r e ,  

b r a n d i s h ed  e r e c t  swords i n  s a l u t e .  L a t i n  hymns were sung ,  

and O’Leary c lo sed  t he  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n  t h e  wh i t e  and gold 

f l a gg e d  c a t h e d r a l  by g i v i n g  a sermon on t h e  B l e s sed  

Sa c ra m en t . (45)

With t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e v en t s  t aken  c a r e ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  was 

d r i v e n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Throughout  t h e  

summer of 1931, he co n t i n ue d  i n  hi.s d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  t he  r i s i n g  t i d e  of d e b t .  On 18 August ,  f o r  

example,  McGuigan e s t a b l i s h e d  t he  F e d e ra t e d  C a t h o l i c  

C h a r i t i e s  of  Regina .  This  o f f i c e  c e n t r a l i z e d  v a r i o u s  

r e l i e f  a g e n c i e s .  Al so ,  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of c o o p e r a t i n g  w i th  

c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s  was s t r e s s e d ,  even i f  i t  were w i t h  

Premier  Ande rson . (46 )

Fur the rmore ,  O 'Leary ,  S i n n o t t  and t h e  b i sho p  of  C a lg a r y ,  

■John Kidd,  came t o  McGulgan's a s s i s t a n c e .  They p roduced  a 

j o i n t  l e t t e r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  abysmal p l i g h t  of Regina  and 

o u t l i n e d  a p l an  t o  so l ve  t h e  problem.  In a m i s s i v e  t h a t  

would be s en t  t o  v a r i o u s  Canadian p r e l a t e s  (47) and,  

e s p e c i a l l y ,  to Archbishop  Nei l  McNeil of  T o r o n t o , (48)  i t
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was s t a t e d  t h a t  McGuigan needed a lmos t  $500,000 from 

o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s ,  s i n c e  Regina could  only  cover  cha rge s  of 

app rox ima te ly  $650,000 on a deb t  of a t  l e a s t  

1 , 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 . ( 4 9 )  The a r c h b i sh o p  and h i s  Regina chancery  

c l e r g y  had p l edged  t hem se lve s  t o  pay t he  i n t e r e s t  on 

$100,000 f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  communi t ies  of nuns 

and groups  of p r i e s t s  would cover  $50,000 and p a r i s h  

p r i e s t s  and t h e i r  peop l e  would t a k e  c a r e  of an accumula t i on  

on h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  on p r i n c i p a l .  How d id  McGuigan 

p l an  t o  cover  a r e s i d u e  of  a lmos t  $500,000? As p r e v i o u s l y  

ment ioned .  Ex t e ns i on  had promised  $6,000 t o  $10,000 a year  

f o r  5 y e a r s .  This  he could  u se  f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t  cove r ing  

up t o  $125,000 a t  8.3% The a r c h b i s h o p  t hen  p roposed  a 

scheme by which v a r i o u s  Canadian  p r e l a t e s  would g i ve  him a 

s e t  amount f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d .  The amounts would range 

from $375 per  year  f o r  V i c t o r i a  t o  $1,500 from Toron to ,  

K ings ton ,  Hamil ton and London. By t h i s  means he could  

cover  t h e  i n t e r e s t  on over  $210 ,000 .  That  l e f t  him wi th  

t h e  du ty  of t r y i n g  t o  pay t he  ga in  on pe rhap s  $125,000-  

- abou t  $10,000 pe r  yea r  ( 5 0 ) - - a t  a t ime  when Saskatchewan 

t e a c h e r s  ea rned  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  $1000 a n n u a l l y . (51)

To cover  t h i s  r ema in ing  sum, McGuigan p roposed  t r a v e l l i n g  

up t o  s i x  months a yea r  t o  r e l a t i v e l y  r i c h e r  d i o c e s e s  in 

o r d e r  t o  b e g . (52)  Of c o u r s e ,  wherever  he went he would 

have t o  o b t a i n  p e r m i s s i o n  of t h e  l o ca l  o r d i n a t e  t o  

s o l i c i t .  He p l anned  t o  speak a t  Masses ,  appea l  at
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mee t ings ,  and go d o o r - t o - d o o r  t o  t he  homes of b e t t e r  o f f  

C a t h o l i c s .  This  meant t h a t  some C a t h o l i c s  would be h i t  

tw ice - - on o e  by t he  c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e  and once by t he  

a rch b i sh op  h i m s e l f .

On t h e  f i r s t  day of t h e  autumn of  1931,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  of 

Regina l e f t  f o r  s o u t h e r n  O n t a r i o . (53) He ap pea red  wi th  

Archbishop McNeil a t  t h e  Na t i ona l  Convent ion of t h e  

Canadian C a t h o l i c  S t u d e n t ' s  Mi ss ion  Crusade  which was he ld  

at  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  of To ron to .  Speaking i n  Convocat ion  

H a l l ,  McOuigan t o l d  how Ex tens ion  had e s t a b l i s h e d  600 

ch ap e l s  i n  t he  West ,  shocked young C a t h o l i c s  wi th  

s t o r i e s  of  p r i e s t s  s t a r v i n g  i n  s o u t h e r n  Saska tchewan;  and 

e x p l a in e d  how, wi th  t h e i r  p r a y e r s  and g e n e r o s i t y ,  t hey  

could  he lp  b u i l d  a church  "w i th ou t  a spo t  or  w r i n k l e . " (54 )  

He a l s o  made an appeal  t o  t h e  O n t a r i o  C a t h o l i c  Women's 

League,  which was mee t i ng  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  f o r  i t s  d i o c e s a n  

co nv en t i on .  Then, t h e  a r c hb i s ho p  t o u r e d  O n t a r i o  c e n t r e s  

such as  Pembroke,  Ot tawa,  London, Sau l t  S t e .  Mar ie ,

Hamil ton and A l e x a n d r i a . (55)

Appa ren t l y  t h e  t r i p  was a s u c c e s s .  E a s t e r n  newspapers  

had p r e v i o u s l y  c a r r i e d  many s t o r i e s  of  t h e  d r o u g h t . (56)

The Knigh ts  of Columbus as wel l  as  t he  C a t h o l i c  Women's 

League,  m ob i l i z e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s  in  bo th  O n t a r i o  and t h e  

Mar i t im es .  They were t o  supp ly  c l o t h i n g  s e n t  by f a s t  

f r e i g h t  t o  Regina ,  and t o  a r r a n g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of money . (57)
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James McGuigan had completed  h i s  f i r s t  year  and a h a l f  in  

Regina .  "Sunny Jim" was no more.  The a r c hb i s h op  had 

su r v i v e d  h i s  breakdown,  and what had emerged was a s a d d e r ,  

but  w i se r  man. S t i l l  s u b j e c t  to  bou t s  of ext reme 

moodiness ,  he fough t  t o  remain s t a b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  avoid  

bank rup tcy  of h i s  f i e f  and t h e  r u i n a t i o n  of t h e  c r e d i t  of 

t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church i n  Canada.  To o f f s e t  t h e s e ,  he 

i n s t i t u t e d  a program of s t r i c t  f i n a n c i a l  a cc ou n t i ng .

A s u c c e s s f u l  E u c h a r i s t i e  Congress  had been he ld  and a 

modest  program of chu rch  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was un d e r t a k en .  The 

F r a n c i s c a n s  had a r r i v e d  and s t a r t e d  h o ld in g  r e t r e a t s .

The appea l  of O 'Lea ry ,  S i n n o t t  and Kidd showed promise ,  but 

had no g u a r a n t e e .  Meanwhile ,  h i s  autumn appea l  i n  O n ta r i o  

was h e l p i n g  t o  ho ld  back t h e  t i d e .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  McGuigan 

was p r e p a r e d  t o  humble h i m s e l f  by be ing  a mendicant  for  t he  

rest ,  of  h i s  l i f e .
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r e t u r n e d  or  was r e p l a c e d ,  McGuigan' s  l o c a t i o n  when he 
wrote  i s  no t  s t a t e d ,  but. it. was p r obab ly  Rome,

(15) AAR, P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r  p 35-37,  18 Februa ry  1931,
McGuigan, Archbishop James t o  h i s  c l e r g y .  He a l s o  gave 
Lent en  R e g u l a t i o n s ,

(16)  MacDonald,  Rev. F a t h e r  Thomas More, Regina C l e r l  Major 
Seminary,  1931-1954 , ( RCS),  p i ,

(17) " C e l e b r a t e s  Mass",  RLP, 23 Feb ruary  1931, p 2.

(18) "Many A t t end  Fun c t i o n  f o r  Archbi shop" ,  R.LP, 9 March
1931, p 3, Unable t o  g e t  away from h i s  o b se s s io n
co nce rn ing  d e b t ,  McGuigan t a l k e d  of t h e  cos t  of t he  
p roposed  p a r i s h e s  and of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  not  be ing  a,s l a rge  
as t hey  should  have been f o r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,

(19)  Huel ,  Raymond, "The Anderson Amendments and t he  
S e c u l a r i z a t i o n  of  Sa s ka t ch ew an ' s  P u b l i c  Sch o o l s " ,  CCHA,
47, 1980,  p 65, In Feb ruary  Anderson had announced t he  
banning of  French i n s t r u c t i o n  in gr ade  1. "French 
I n s t r u c t i o n  t o  be Abol i shed  from F i r s t  G ra d e" , RLP,
18 Feb rua ry  1931,  p 1.

(20) See (19) Hue l ,  p 66. L e g i s l a t i o n  had been i n t r o d u c e d  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  Québec t e a c h e r ' s  l i c e n c e s  and r e l i g i o u s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Fr ench ,

(21) NAC, MG 24 I I I  B8. p 7870-71.  McGuigan, Archbishop 
James t o  Se na to r  Ch a r l e s  Murphy, 27 May 1931, McGuigan 
ment ioned  s e t t i n g  up a commit tee  of laymen t o  he lp  s o lv e
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t he  c r i s i s .  The d i o ce sa n  c o n s u l t o r s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  
in November, See (12) .

(22) AAR. P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r ,  p 41-43,  McGuigan, Archbishop  
James to Cl ergy ,  11 March 1931. McOuigan c a l c u l a t e d  h i s  
net. ep i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  deb t  as  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
a s s e t s  of $517,781.51 and d e b i t s  of  $812 ,229 .40  or  about  
$300,000.  He s a i d  t h a t  he would p e r s o n a l l y  pay t he
i n t e r e s t  on $20,000 of  t he  deb t  whi l e  t h e  p a r i s h e s  and
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r emainder .  By s ay ing  t h a t  he would p e r s o n a l l y  pay he seems 
to have meant t h a t  he and t h e  chancery  o f f i c i a l s  would 
cover  t he  chancery debt  i n t e r e s t .  Th i s  l e f t  t h e  p a r i s h e s  
to pay t h e i r  debt  t o  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  and t o  o t h e r  non-  
e p i s co p a l  deb t  h o l d e r s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  he was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
a l l  p a r i s h  deb t s  and "Church B u i l d i n g s  now Under 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  C i t y  Wil l  Cost  $100 ,000" ,  RLP, 19 Feb ruary  
1931, p 3. The new ch u rches  would be S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  H a l l ,  
on Winnipeg S t r e e t ,  L i t t l e  Flower  on C o l l e g e  Avenue,  S a i n t  
P a t r i c k ' s  Hal l  on 2nd Avenue and S a in t  An thony ' s  Hal l  on
15th  Avenue. I t  was l a t e r  p roposed  t o  spend $295,000 on
such t h i n g s  as a p r o v i n c i a l  house f o r  t h e  O b l a t e s  and a 
r e c t o r y  f o r  S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  Church.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  it. seems 
t h a t  only two of  t h e s e  ch u rches  were b u i l t :  L i t t l e  Flower 
and S a i n t  An thony ' s .  They might, have been f i n a n c e d  by
E x t e n s io n ,  t he r eby  not  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  d e b t .

(23) "The F u t u r e " ,  C&, 19 March 1931 p 5.  F a t h e r  A. J .
Gocki t e l l s  of 100 f a m i l i e s  of Po l e s .

(24) &ee (22) AAR. p 42.
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Archbishop A l f r ed  A. t o  Archb ishop  James McGuigan, The
i n t e r e s t  was t o  be 6%.
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r e c e i v e d  Ex t ens ion  money s e p a r a t e l y  from Toron to .  I t
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S t a t e m e n t " ,  (ÜE) / 14 Apr i l  1932,  p 5; and Ar ch ive s  of  t h e
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A. and o t h e r s  t o  t h e  Bi shops  of Canada,  p 3.

(27) AAR. C i r c u l a r  l e t t e r ,  pp 53-54,  1 May 1931.
McGuigan, Archbishop James t o  h i s  c l e r g y .
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(28) AAR, C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r ,  Archbishop James McGuigan to
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(29) Annual Repor t  of  t h e  Arc hd iooese  of Regi n a , 1932,
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(35)  " M i l i t a r y  Camps f o r  Unemployed",  Rt,P, 16 Ju ly  1931,
P 1.

(36)  " R e l i e f  î lork a t  $70 ,655 ,000"  RLP, 15 Ju ly  1931, p 11. 
In about  a ye a r  Benne t t  would s c r ap  t he  make work p l an  fo r  
c h ea pe r ,  and more d e g ra d i n g ,  d i r e c t  w e l f a r e .  In Oc tober  
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(38) "Holy Rosary P a r i s h  Change i s  Announced",  Ri^̂ P,
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(39)  See ( 2 1 ) ,  p 5. McGuigan was a b l e  t o  r e s i g n  as r e c t o r  
a t  t h e  c a t h e d r a l  by g e t t i n g  h i s  f e l l o w  I s l a n d e r ,  Rev, Dr.
P e t e r  F, Hughes,  f rom O’ Leary and a p p o i n t i n g  him to  t he
p o s i t i o n .  "Comes t o  Holy Rosa ry" ,  RLP. 8 Ju l y  1931,  p 3.

(40)  AAR, C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  p 57 and P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r ,  p 59, 
b o t h  13 May 1931. McOuigan s a i d  "The c o l l e c t i o n  t o  which 
you c o n t r i b u t e d  so g e n e r o u s l y  f u l l y  measured up t o  my 
hopes ,  but. i t  s t i l l  f a i l s  t o  cover  even one h a l f  of  what, 
our  s e m i n a r i a n s  c o s t . . . "
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(41) AAR, P a s t o r a l  L e t t e r ,  13 May 1931 
McGuigan t o  Cl ergy ,  pp 45-48,

Archbishop  James

(42) "Solemn P r o c e s s i o n  Thursday t o  Close  C a t h o l i c  
Congress" ,  R&P, 20 May 1931 p 2. S p i r i t u a l  ev en t s  a s i d e ,  
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(43) " P r a i r i e  Heat  93 Degrees Above Zero" ,  RLP, 14 May 
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ÇG, 21 May 1931, p 1,

(44) "Spec i a l  Ceremonies  Held 
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, RLP, 
c o l o u r s ,

(46) " C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  Confe rence  f o r  Reg ina" ,  Cg.,
27 August  1931, p 1.  
Fe de ra t ed  C h a r i t i e s ,  
t h rough  t he  pa rched 
honourary  chai rman,  
s e c u l a r  and c l e r g y  as

At t h e  me e t i n g  i n i t i a l  mee t i ng  of  t h e  
McGuigan d e s c r i b e d  h i s  r e c e n t  t r i p  
c o u n t r y .  He was a p p o i n t e d  i t s

The board  was mixed,  hav ing  bo th  
wel l  as bo th  s e x es .

(47) See (26) ADC. 28 August  1931,  p 3, McGuigan s a i d  he 
would be begging f o r  some months and t h a t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  of 
t he  Church i n  Canada was i n  da n ge r ,  i f  he f a i l e d .
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  be su b m i t t e d  by 1 November.  Archb ishop
James McGuigan t o  Bishop Anthony J .  O’S u l l i v a n ,  10 Oc tober  
1931.

(48) Arch ives  of Not re  Dame C o l l e g e ,  (AND), Athol  Murray 
Pape r s ,  20 August 1931.  Murray,  Rev. F a t h e r  Athol  t o  
Archbishop James McGuigan. McNeil was go ing  t o  p r e s e n t  i t  
t o  t h e  September  mee t i ng  of t h e  O n t a r i o  and Québec 
h i e r a r c h y .  Murray t o l d  of  h i s  v i s i t  t o  Toronto  and au d i ence  
wi th  Archbishop McNeil who s a i d  that,  i f  Regina d e c l a r e s
bank rup t cy  i t  would a f f ec t ,  t h e  c red i t ,  of  t h e  Church i n  
Canada and p o s s i b l y  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  McNeil was a l s o  much 
impre ssed  wi th  t h e  work of t h e  U n i t e d  Church i n  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e i r  chu rches  i n  t h e  d r i e d  ou t  a r e a ,

(49) There  i s  a $100,000 e r r o r  i n  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  t h r e e  
b i shops  s i n c e  t h e  t o t a l  i s  only $1 ,10 0 , 00 0 ,  However,  t h i s  
amount came out  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  t h e  s e c u l a r  f i n a n c i e r ’s 
c a l c u l a t i o n  of  $1 ,300 ,000  or  more,

(50) ( 26) ,  ADC, p 2.

(51) " S e p a r a t e  Board t o  Bar P r e s s  from S e s s i o n s "  RLP,
27 J anuary  1931, p 2.
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(52)  See (26) NAC, Murphy, p 7856, 17 November 1931. At 
t h i s  p o i n t  McGuigan had $10,000 of  t h e  $16,000 he wanted 
pe r  year  from t h e  b i shops  to  cover  t he  i n t e r e s t .

(53) "Archbishop  McGuigan goes t o  London",  RLP.
21 September  1931,  p 8. His immediate r e a son  f o r  going was 
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  "enthronement ."  of h i s  former  Ca lgary  
s u f f r a g a n ,  John Kidd,  as  b i shop  of London, O n t a r i o .

(54) "McGuigan Says P r i e s t s  S t a r v i n g  i n  Southe rn  
Saska t chewan" ,  The Toronto  G l o be . 3 Oc tober  1931, p 13 and 
"Thousands A t t end  Impres s ive  Ceremony on Col lege  Grounds",  
5 Oc tober  1931,  p 11.  High school  s t u d e n t ,  Vincent  Poy , 
( l a t e r  Monsignor  Poy) was in  a t t e n d a n c e .

(55) " S t r ong  Appeal  by Archbishop a t  Convent i on" ,  RLP,
17 Oc tober  1931,  p 8.

(56)  See (48 ) .

(57)  "O n t a r i o  Rushing More Aid For W e s t " , RLP, 17 October  
1931,  p 1. The Red Cros s ,  t h e  Un i t ed  Church and t he  
C a t h o l i c  Church were c o o p e r a t i n g .  C l o th i n g ,  as wel l  as 
O n t a r i o  f r u i t ,  was s e n t  f r e e  by t he  n a t i o n a l  r a i l w a y s  a t  
r e q u e s t  of t h e  Un i t ed  Church.  " C a t h o l i c  Women send Pood 
and C l o th i n g  t o  Needy W es t e rn e r s .  See a l s o  CR 12 November 
1931, p 1 and "Knight s  of Columbus t o  Help t h e  West" ,  CR,
17 December 1931, p 7.



c h a p t e r  4 

Sadder But Wiser  

J anuary  1932-March 1935

In t h e  1932-33 p e r i o d ,  Archbishop  McGuigan showed what he 

could do.  D e sp i t e  f a c i n g  an u n p a r a l l e l e d  and d i s a s t r o u s  

combina t ion  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  economic ,  r e l i g i o u s  and 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  he pe rformed  v e ry ,  ve ry  w e l l .  The 

a r ch b i sh o p  co n t i n ue d  h i s  p e r s o n a l  begging  i n  t h e  E a s t .  He 

developed t h e  i dea  of  t h e  Sa lve  Regina  Fund , and evolved  

t he  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l  d i o c e s a n  b a z a a r .  He 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a sys tem of  r e l i g i o u s  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  a d u l t s  and 

summer v a c a t i o n  s c h o o l s  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  Seve ra l  much needed 

churches  were bu i l t ,  and a l o ca l  semina ry  was s t a r t e d .  

McGuigan saw in c i p i e n t ,  f a s c i sm  among t h e  German-Canadians 

f ade  away, but  had much g r e a t e r  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  

d r i f t  toward s o c i a l i s m  among h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  As f a t e  would 

have i t ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  h e l p  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  appo in tment  of 

a f o u r t h  s u f f r a g a n ,  and i n  t h e  defeat ,  of  t h e  Tory 

governments ,  bo th  p r o v i n c i a l  and n a t i o n a l .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

p r e l a t e  a cc e p t e d  w i th  ex t reme  r e l u c t a n c e  h i s  " r e w a r d " - - t h e  

s ee  of Toronto  which had over  t h r e e  t imes  R e g i n a ' s  d e b t .

When 1932 began,  Prime M i n i s t e r  R. B. Benne t t  p r e d i c t e d  

r a t h e r  p r e m a t u r e l y ,  t h a t  t he  worst, o f  t h e  D ep re s s io n  was 

o v e r . ( l )  With t h e  wheat  c rop  cut. by about. 60% s i n c e  1928,

(2) and p r i c e s  hav ing  f a l l e n  t o  an a l l  t ime low 

of l e s s  t han  40 c e n t s  pe r  b u s h e l , (3) many f a rmer s  had l o s t
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e v e r y t h i n g .  In December 1931, McGulgan' s  c h a n c e l l o r ,  

Monsignor A..I. J a n s s en ,  wrote  t o  Monsignor John J .  B l a i r  

s ay ing  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Red Cross  e s t i m a t e  of 3,000 

farming f a m i l i e s  on w e l f a r e  was a marked u n d e r e s t i m a t e .

Now, 2,000 more f a m i l i e s  were in  danger of  s t a r v a t i o n ,  and 

the  tem p eratu res  had a lre a d y  dropped t o  -20 C e l s i u s . (4)

While J a ns sen  was working f o r  t h o s e  who were in danger  

immedia te  s t a r v a t i o n ,  McGuigan c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  l onge r  

term s p i r i t u a l / f i n a n c i a l  p rob l ems .  Fac ing  a s e r i o u s  

s h o r t a g e  of income wi th  which t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  o u t - o f - t o w n  

s e m i n a r i a n s ,  he d e v i s ed  a p l an  t o  t r a i n  them more 

e con om ica l l y .  He would ask t h e  F r a n c i s c a n s  t o  t u r n  h i s  old 

p a l a c e  i n t o  a s c h o l a s t i c a t e  and t o  s t a f f  i t  t h e m se lv e s .  

Moreover ,  t h e s e  mend i can t s  were hav ing  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  

problems i n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  as a r e t r e a t  c e n t r e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  begging  and c o n t r i b u t i o n s  by l o ca l  p a r i s h e s ,  

by l a t e  J anuary  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  e l i m i n a t e  bo th  milk and 

b u t t e r  f rom t h e  f r i a r s *  d i e t .  Thus,  t hey  were encou raged  

t o  a cc ep t  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  o f f e r .  That, month McGuigan met 

w i th  t h e i r  l o c a l  s u p e r i o r ,  F a t h e r  C e l e s t i n  Joseph ,  to  

d i s c u s s  t h e  p r o p o s a l .  However,  i t  took s i x  months to 

o b t a i n  co nsen t  from th e  Montréal  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Only on t h e  

F e a s t  of  t h e  V i s i t a t i o n  of Mary t o  E l i z a b e t h  (2 Ju ly  1932) 

d id  t h e  good news a r r i v e .  The a r c h b i s h o p ,  j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  

h i s  morning Mass,  t hough t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  was indeed  

p r o v i d e n t i a l . ( 5 )
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That  yea r  McOuigan a l s o  o r ga n i z ed  a s e r i e s  of Lenten 

l e c t u r e s  a t  Holy Rosary C a t h e d r a l .  One was f o r  t he  

C h r i s t i a n  Educa t i on  of Youth;  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  Ca thed ra l  

School of C a t e c h e t i c s ,  educa t ed  a d u l t s  i n  church 

d o c t r i n e , (6) P r e v i o u s l y ,  i n  September  ( 1931) ,  a P r i e s t ' s  

E u c h a r i s t i e  League had been o r g a n i z e d ,  At t h a t  t ime t h e  

a r ch b i sho p  t a l k e d  of  t h e  beau ty  of  t h e  r i s i n g  of t he  

Sacramenta l  Sun du r i ng  morning Mass,  and of t h e  duty of 

spend ing  one hour  pe r  week a d o r i n g  God i n  t h e  p r e s en c e  

of t h e  B l e s sed  Sacrament .  The c o n d i t i o n s  of membership 

were easy  and t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  g r e a t ,  he s a i d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

b l e s s e d  r e l i e f  from t h e  w o r l d ' s  c a r e s  was a v a i l a b l e  by 

s imply  c l o s i n g  t h e  chu rch  door  t o  be a lone  w i th  t h e  Lord 

who had s a i d  a t  Golgo tha ,  "Wil l  you not  watch one hour  w i th  

me?"(7)

A yea r  l a t e r ,  t h i s  s a c e r d o t a l  du ty  was r e i n f o r c e d  when 

t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  wro t e  a p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  h i s  p r i e s t s  

of t h e i r  duty t o  s a n c t i f y  every  day,  of t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  

p r a c t i c e  t ho se  "o ld  f a s h i o n e d "  v i r t u e s  of p r a y e r  and 

p e n a n c e ,  and of t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  s e t  a s i d e  one day pe r  week 

f o r  m o r t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  e v e r - t o o - w i l l i n g  f l e s h . (8)

Of c o u r s e ,  McGuigan kept  in contact ,  w i t h  h i s  Ex t ens ion  

b e n e f a c t o r ,  Monsignor  John J , B l a i r  who had c o n t i n ue d  

supp l emen t ing  t h o s e  p r i e s t s  who had g iven  up t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  

i n  l i e u  of Mass i n t e n t i o n s .  Then,  i n  Feb ruary  1932,  t h e
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a r ch b i sh o p  a s tounded  t he  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  by s end ing  _to_him 

$400 c o l l e c t e d  i n  Saskatchewan.  McOuigan s a i d  t h a t  " i t  may 

have seemed s t r a n g e  t h a t  a d i o c e s e  which has  t o  appeal  

t o . . . c h a r i t y  i n  o rde r  t o  avoid  f i n a n c i a l  d i s a s t e r  shou ld  

t ak e  up such a c o l l e c t i o n .  But ,  I am conf ident .  God w i l l  

b l e s s  our  d i o c e s e " .  Then, he t o l d  B l a i r  t h a t  he was be ing  

c o n s t a n t l y  " b o t h e r e d "  by t h e  Po l e s  of Sa i n t  Anthony’ s 

P a r i s h  because  he had no t  ye t  been a b l e  t o  g i v e  them the  

$500 promised f o r  lumber used t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  chu rch .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  could  some k ind  soul  send t h e  be l e ag ue re d  

p r e l a t e  t h a t  amount? The a r c h b i s h o p  ment ioned t h a t  he had 

s a i d  Mass i n  an abandoned bee r  p a r l o u r  a t  Manor, 

Saskatchewan.  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  l oca l  bank was f o r  s a l e  a t  

a g r e a t l y  r educed  p r i c e  of $2 ,000.  Th is  b u i l d i n g  would 

make a s u i t a b l e  r e c t o r y  and c h a p e l .  Ac co r d i ng ly ,  "Would 

one of your  r e a d e r s  not  be t o  s e c u r e , . . i m p e r i s h a b l e  r i c h e s  

i n  t h e  s o l i d  bank of Heaven" by c o ve r in g  t h e  co s t  of  t h i s  

e a r t h l y  s t o r e h o u s e ?  The a r c h b i s h o p  a l s o  t o l d  of c h i l d r e n  

a t  Holy Rosary School who were s u p p o r t i n g  two of h i s  

s e m in a r i a n s  a t  a t o t a l  c o s t  of  $600 pe r  ye a r .  Pe rhaps ,  

s c h o o l s  e l s ewhe re  could  he lp  t h i s  p r i e s t l y  e d u c a t i o n .  He 

f i n i s h e d  wi th  an apology:  " I  have begun by o f f e r i n g  you a 

widow's  m i t e  and I c l o s e  wi th  q u i t e  a l i s t ,  which may 

a s t o n i s h  y o u . . . [ b u t ]  charged  b e f o r e  God wi th  t h e  c a r e  of 

t h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n . . . 11 must ]  beg i n  God ' s  name t he  means 

whereby t h e  Chur ch ' s  honour  may be p r e s e r v e d . " (9 )
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The next  week McGuigan wro t e  B l a i r  w i th  a a n o th e r  i dea  

to  ex t end  h i s  p l e a d i n g .  He was be ing  f o r c e d  t o  d ip  i n t o  

t h e  t r ou gh  once ag a in  because  only h a l f  of t h e  $40,000 

t o  $50,000 y e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  a r c h d i o c e s a n  deb t  had 

been o b t a i n e d .  A fund c a l l e d  t h e  Sa lve  Regina  was 

p roposed ,  i t s  ve ry  name s u g g e s t i n g  "Save Reg ina" .  The i de a  

was t h a t  200 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  p a r i s h e s ,  or  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

would g ive  him $100 each pe r  yea r  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  Those 

c o n t r i b u t i n g  would have d a i l y  Mass o f f e r e d  a t  Holy Rosary  

C a t h e d r a l ,  and a s p e c i a l  a l t a r  would be e r e c t e d  t o  Our Lady 

in t h a n k s g iv i n g  i f  t h e  appeal  were s u c c e s s f u l . (10) B l a i r  

immedia te ly  ag r eed  t o  run t he  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  

R e g i s t e r  * s " Ex t en s io n"  page.

The fund was an i n s t a n t  s u c c e s s .  In i t s  f i r s t  week i t  

was wor th  $735.19 i n  s p i t e  of c o m p e t i t i o n  from seven  o t h e r  

ap pea l s  on t h e  same p a g e . (11) To r e i n f o r c e  h i s  p l e a s ,  

McGuigan, a f t e r  be ing  i n  Québec on church  b u s i n e s s , ( 1 2 )  

r e t u r n e d  t o  O n t a r i o  t o  beg .  Consequen t l y ,  t h e  fund 

so a r e d  t o  over  $1200 f o r  s e v e r a l  weeks i n  March 1932 . (13 )

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  wea the r  i n  Saskatchewan d i d  no t  appea r  

p romi s ing  f o r  t h e  upcoming growing s e a son .  F a t h e r  Athol  

Murray of  Wilcox,  Saska tchewan,  wrot e  McGuigan i n  Feb rua ry  

t e l l i n g  t h a t  g r e a t  d u s t  s t o r m s ,  t y p i c a l  of summer, had 

a l r e a d y  appea red ,  and t h a t  t h e  ground was c r acked  t o  an 

i n c r e d i b l e  d e p t h . (14) Amazingly,  only two months l a t e r
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Murray wrote  h i s  s u p e r i o r  w i th  good news: t h e  Saskatchewan 

deser t ,  was now h i s t o r y .  Rain had poured fo r  days ,  t h e  

roads  were gumbo, and t h e  s l o ug hs  were o v e r f l o w i n g . (15) 

Suddenly,  i t  appea red  t h a t  a good growing s ea son  was a t  

hand.

During t h i s  happy t im e ,  Bennet t  s t unned  t h e  co un t ry  by 

announcing t h a t  Federa l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  j o i n t  work 

p r o j e c t s  would be c a n c e l l e d .  Cost s  were s imply  too g r e a t ,  

a t  l e a s t  f o r  one who was so p r o f ou nd ly  i g n o r a n t  of 

Keynes ian economics , ( 1 6 )  The masses  would now have to  

do w i th  cheaper  w e l f a r e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l i e f  work.

Times were so d e s p e r a t e  t h a t  t h i s  r e l i e f  work had been 

sought  even though i t  meant, workers  cou ld  be occup ied  only 

one week i n  e i g h t  or  n i n e , (17) wh i l e  unde r f ed  or  i l l -  

c l o t h e d . (18)

To make t h i n g s  worse ,  as s p r i n g  t u r n e d  i n t o  summer, t he  

now d readed  dry  hea t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  wonder fu l  ve rna l  r a i n s .  

However,  as  l a t e  as  27 J u l y  t h e  P r a i r i e  wheat  c rop  was 

e s t i m a t e d  a t  about  normal f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  in  t h r e e  

y e a r s . (19) Fo l l owing  t h i s ,  due t o  c o n t i n u i n g  h e a t  t h e r e  

was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  volume.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

r a i n s  i n  l a t e  August  reduced t h e  q u a l i t y  as we l1 . ( 2 0 )

S t i l l ,  Sa ska t ch ew an ' s  19,32 c rop  was a lmos t  tw ice  t h a t  of

1931 . (21)  This  p a r t l y  o f f s e t  B e n n e t t ' s  c u t ba ck .
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That  summer McGuigan co n t i nued  to  a t t a c k  on t he  

s p i r i t u a l  f r o n t .  He o r ga n i z ed  r e l i g i o u s  V aca t i o n  Summer 

School t o  t e a c h  t h e  rud iment s  of t h e  f a i t h  t o  C a t h o l i c  

c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  To ov e r s ee  t h e  

program,  a commit tee  of  f i v e  p r i e s t s  was e s t a b l i s h e d , (22) 

wi th  t he  C a t h o l i c  Women's League a c c e p t i n g  t h e  du ty  of 

o b t a i n i n g  such t h i n g s  as bedding and food as  wel l  as  

p r o v i d in g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n . (23) Al though 

t he  program d id  no t  r e ach  a l l  needy o f f s p r i n g ,  t h e  

a r c h b i sh o p  was p l e a s e d ,  p l ann in g  t o  r ed o ub l e  t h e  e f f o r t s  

t h e  fo l l o w in g  y e a r . (24)

Tn September more good news a r r i v e d .  The F r a n c i s c a n s  had 

opened Regina C l e r i  Seminary.  McGuigan, who wrot e  from 

O n ta r i o  where he was a g a i n  begging ,  e x p l a in e d  t h a t :

"Our p ove r ty  compel led  us t o  pu t  t h e  former  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  

p a l a c e  t o  a more d e f i n i t e  u se .  In  p o i n t  of f a c t ,  I am 

unab le  t o  c o n t i n u e  paying  f e e s  f o r  f u t u r e  p r i e s t s  of t h e  

a r c h d i o c e s e  t o  o u t s i d e  i n s t i t u t i o n s " . (25)

Now, having  reduced  c o s t s ,  McGuigan deve loped  y e t  a n o t h e r  

i dea  t o  g e n e r a t e  income: t h e  autumn Diocesan  C h a r i t y  

Bazaar s .  Under t h i s  scheme,  t h e  p a r i s h e s  would c o l l e c t  t h e  

p roceeds  of t h e i r  ba za a r  and keep a l l  but  t h e  

c a t h e d r a t i c u m ,  or  t h e i r  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s a n  

d e b t ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t  of t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  and t h e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  program.  The r e s u l t  was t h a t



101

t h e  l o c a l  chu rches  r e c e i v e d  from l e s s  t han  o n e - t h i r d  t o  

o n e - h a l f  of t h e  p r oc e ed s .  This  smal l  amount became an 

impor t an t  sou rc e  of funds  f o r  d e s p e r a t e  r u r a l  p a r i s h e s .{26)

With t h e s e  s u c c e s s e s  i n  hand,  i t  was t ime fo r  McGulgan's 

very  p r emature  ad l im in a  v i s i t  t o  Rome. This  journey  was 

t o  p r e s e n t  t he  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  pope and,  

undoubt ed ly  f o r  t h e  p o n t i f f  t o  ge t  a c l o s e  look at  t he  

p r e l a t e ' s  be ha v io u r .  On 30 September  1932, McGuigan 

had an i n i t i a l  mee t i ng  w i th  Pope P iu s  XI. Subsequen t l y ,  he 

t r a v e l l e d  t o  Hungary t o  r e c r u i t  p r i e s t s  f o r  h i s  

co smopol i t an  d i o c e s e .  Here,  he r e c e i v e d  a r ous ing  welcome 

and c o n f e r r e d  w i t h  Ca rd in a l  J u s t i n i a n  S e r a d i . ( 2 7 )  Also,  

he was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a t  l e a s t  one s e m in a r i a n ,  Michael  

V e ze r , ( 2 8 )  who t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Regina C l e r i .  On 18 October  

McGuigan ag a in  met t h e  pope (29) b e f o r e  t r a v e l l i n g  home v ia  

Ot tawa.  There  he was r eached  S e n a to r  Murphy who had 

found a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g . (30)

Also,  by t h i s  t ime ,  t h e  Sa l v e  Regina  Fund was f a i l i n g  for  

l a ck  of a t t e n t i o n .  As w e l l ,  donor  f a t i g u e  seems t o  have 

s e t  i n .  See ing t h i s  wh i l e  i n  Rome, McGuigan ob t a i n ed  an 

agreement,  t h a t  b e n e f a c t o r s  would r e c e i v e  an Ap os to l i c  

B l e s s i n g  w i th  a p l e n a r y  i n d u l g e n c e  a t  t h e  hour of 

d e a t h . (31)  Even t h i s  b e n e f i t  was not  s u f f i c i e n t  

r e i n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  p e r s o n a l  beg g in g .  Thus i n  1934, when 

drought,  i n t e n s i f i e d  a g a i n ,  McGuigan made p l ans  t o  be a
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mendicant  i n  t h e  v i r g i n  t e r r i t o r y  of New E n g l a n d , (32)  an 

u n l i k e l y  a r ea  i ndeed .

R e g r e t t a b l y ,  whi l e  t h e  a r ch b i sho p  had been on h i s  ad 

1 imina v i s i t ,  m i s f o r t u n e  s t r u c k  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e .  In 

November, t he  Lebre t  I nd i an  School had been d e s t r o y e d  

caus ing  a $250,000 l o s s . (33) Th is  i n s t i t u t i o n  had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  C h r i s t i a n i z e  t he  N a t i v e s . ( 34 )  Regarding  

t h i s ,  t h e  co r r e spondence  of McGuigan and B l a i r  i s  

e n l i g h t e n i n g  on contemporary  White a t t i t u d e s  toward t he  

Na t i v e s .  On 19 March 1931, t he  head of E x t ens ion  

r espond ing  t o  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  appea l  f o r  $500 f o r  a Na t ive  

ch ap e l ,  s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "The Red Man has not  l e a r n e d  t o  be 

t h r i f t y  and even wi th  t he  be s t  p o s s i b l e  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  he i s  

seldom i n . . . m o n e y ,  but. w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  a c e r t a i n  amount of 

work , " (35 )  Three y e a r s  l a t e r ,  when McGuigan ap p ea l ed  fo r  

money f o r  an o th e r  modest  house of  worsh ip ,  B l a i r  commented 

on " t h e  s imple  c h i l d l i k e  F a i t h  of our I n d i a n s ,  slow to  t ake  

up t h e  p lough,  but  [who] w i l l  b u i l d  t h e  chapel  under  t he  

d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Black Robe."  At l e a s t  he a d m i t t e d  t h a t ,  

"The Lord d i ed  f o r  t h e s e  poor  Red Men and dusky members of 

our Ch u rc h . " (36)

The same s p r i n g  (1934) Benne t t  wro t e  McOuigan s a y i n g  t h a t  

he cou ld  not  r e b u i l d  t he  s c h o o l - - y e t .  However,  i f  f i n a n c e s  

" con t i n ued  t o  improve" ,  t h e  pr ime m i n i s t e r  would u n d e r t a k e  

t h e  t a s k  du r i n g  t he  coming s e a s o n . (37) That  s ea son
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p a s s e d ,  as d id  t h e  autumn and t h e  fo l l o w in g  w i n t e r ,  I t  was 

no t  u n t i l  1935 t h a t  Leb re t  was f i n a l l y  r e c o n s t r u c t e d . (38 )

Summing up t h e  y e a r ,  McGuigan' s  1932 annual  r e p o r t  showed 

t h a t  t h e  low p o i n t  of t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  f i n a n c e s  had 

a p p a r e n t l y  been pa s s e d .  Times were s t i l l  d e s p e r a t e ,  but  i t  

seemed now t h a t  t h e r e  was hope of  e v e r t u a l  r e c o v e r y .  To 

e x p e d i t e  t h i s ,  a sys tem had been e s t a b l i s h e d  by which 

p a r i s h e s  were t o  pay t h e  i n t e r e s t  on t h e i r  s h a r e  of t he  

money borrowed from t h e  Chancery a t  6%, were t o  be a s s e s s e d  

a t  8.3% on t h e i r  p a r t  of t h e  e p i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  

encumbrance to  o u t s i d e  so u r c e s  as  wel l  as  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  to  

t h e  c a t h e d r a t i c u m ,  But. even t h os e  wi th  no debt  had t r o u b l e  

making a l l  t h e s e  payments .  At t h e  same t ime ,  a f a i r  number 

of i n d e b t e d  p a r i s h e s  covered  two out  of t h r e e  o b l i g a t i o n s .  

And, s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a few p a id  a l l  t h r e e  a s se s s me n t s  whi le  

some even s l i g h t l y  r educed  t h e i r  t o t a l  i n d e b t e d n e s s . (39)

McOuigan was e n co u r ag in g ,  even t o  t h o s e  p a s t o r s  and 

p a r i s h e s  who cou ld  do n o t h i n g .  He ment ioned  Rev. Dr. M. C. 

Sauner  of  Odessa ,  who had den i ed  h i m s e l f  h i s  s a l a r y  in  

o rde r  t o  cover  t h e  i n t e r e s t  and a small  p o r t i o n  of t he  

p r i n c i p a l  on h i s  p a r i s h  d e b t .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  a l s o  meant 

t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  could  pay none of t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  

a s s e s s m e n t ,  nor  much of  t h e  c a t h e d r a t i c u m . (40)  He was 

f o r g i v e n .  Speaking of t h e  v i l l a g e  of H o l d f a s t ,  t h e  

a r c h b i s h o p  w r o t i  t h a t  i t  had been "ve ry  much t r i e d "  w i th



104

t remendous debt '*,  Re as su r i n g  t he  pe op l e ,  he ad d r e s s ed  

them so:  "Courage,  dea r  peop le  of  H o l d f a s t .  Our B l e s sed  

Lady w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  smi l e  on your  farms and p r o s p e r i t y  

w i 11 r e t u r n , . , " ( 4 1 )

McGuigan con t i n ued  t h a t  he had begged t h e  i n t e r e s t  on 

more than h a l f  of t h e  p a r i s h  d e b t s  and had c r e d i t e d  t h o s e  

p a r i s h e s  t h a t  cou ld  pay n o th in g  on t h e i r  s h a r e  of t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  debt, wi th  a d on a t i o n  so t h a t  t h e i r  

encumbrance d id  not  i n c r e a s e . (42)

Commenting on t he  d i o ce sa n  b a z a a r ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  p o i n t e d  

out  t h a t  i t  had been a means f o r  c ou n t ry  p a r i s h e s  t o  meet 

t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  t h e  Chancery and o t h e r s .  He was 

p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e  19.32 t o t a l  was $1 4 , 6 4 7 . 2 1 .  Small  as  i t  

seems,  g iven  t he  t imes  t h e  amount was ve ry  h e l p f u l ,

$4372,68 was r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  p a r i s h e s  a f t e r  expense s  and 

t h e i r  i n s u r a n c e  was p a id .

Three ch ape l s  had been b u i l t  a t  no c o s t  t o  t h e  d i o c e s e

thanks  to Ex t en s io n .  Al so ,  two new r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s  had 

a r r i v e d .  The S i s t e r s  of  Soc i a l  S e r v i c e  had t ake n  up 

r e s i d e n c e  in e a s t  Regina ,  and t h e  S i s t e r s  of L o r e t t o  came 

t o  L i t t l e  Flower P a r i s h ,

Of c o u r s e ,  McCuigan t hanked  t h e  b i s h op s  and a r c h b i s h o p s  

of Canada fo r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a,s wel l  as  t h o s e  s e c u l a r s

who had s a c r i f i c e d .  T h e r e f o r e  he r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  p romi se  of
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d a i l y  Mass f o r  them. These g i f t s  had been i n s p i r e d  by t he  

l e t t e r  of O 'Leary ,  S i n n o t t  and Kidd as  wel l  as t he  Sa 1ve 

Regina Fund .

In c l o s i n g  t h e  p r e l a t e  no t ed  t h a t  he had been a b l e  t o  pay 

t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l m e n t  on t h e  a r c h d i o c e s a n  d e b t ,  and t h a t  

f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  were " s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r  t han  l a s t  y e a r , "  

However,  he c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t  economy had j u s t  

s t a r t e d  t o  l e ad  t o  p r o g r e s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  immense 

encumbrance,  and aga in  he warned h i s  p a s t o r s  t h a t  no 

f u r t h e r  bor rowing  w i th o u t  h i s  p e r m i s s io n  was 

t o l e r a b l e . (43)

Having e x p l a in e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  t o  h i s  peo p l e ,  

McGuigan t u r n e d  t o  a n o t h e r  problem:  t h e  year  long vo id  in 

Grave lbou rg  Diocese .  Th i s  vacancy had r e c e n t l y  a r i s e n  

because  Bishop V i l l e n e u v e  has been ap po in t ed  t h e  a r c hb i s ho p  

of Québec.  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  he lp  a r r i v e d  i n  March 1933 wi th  

t h e  coming of Monsignor  Ar thu r  Me lanson . (44)  A f t e r  

w a i t i n g  over  a ye a r  f o r  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  Diocese  of 

Sa ska toon  was ca rved  ou t  of t h e  R e g i n a ' s  n o r t h  west  

c o r n e r . (45)  T h e r e f o r e ,  McGuigan' s  p o s i t i o n  now seemed 

somewhat b e t t e r  at. l e a s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y .

The n a d i r  of t h e  Grea t  Dep res s ion  came in  1933. (45 )

As w e l l ,  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1933 was l a t e , (47) bu t  a t  l e a s t  t he  

s o i l  m o i s t u r e  was good even i n  t h e  dry sou th  w e s t . (48)  I t  

seemed p o s s i b l e  t o  hope fo r  two c rops  back t o  back.
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T h e r e f o r e ,  t he  p r a y e r f u l  s t o rm ing  of Heaven would c o n t i n u e ,  

Count e r i ng  t he  i n v o c a t i o n s ,  a p l a gu e  of g r a s s h o p p e r s  

appeared  due t o  warm mois t  c o n d i t i o n s  ( 4 9 ) .  As w e l l ,  

t e m pe r a tu r e s  of more t han  40 de g re e s  c e l s i u s  f o l l o w ed ,  and 

toward t he  end of t he  s ea son  an e a r l y  f r o s t  o c c u r r e d , (50) 

The r e s u l t  was an a lmos t  50% r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  wheat  c rop  

from 1932 , (51)  The g a i n s  of  1932 had been l o s t  and a n o t h e r  

d e s p e r a t e  w i n t e r  loomed.

The Great  Depres s ion  a l s o  had p r e s e n t e d  major  c h a l l e n g e s  

t o  t he  Va t i c an ,  R e ac t i n g  t o  t he  g a i n s  of  communism, P iu s  

XI i s s u e d  a s o c i a l  e n c y c l i c a l .  On t h e  40th a n n i v e r s a r y  of 

Rerum Novarum (1931) ,  t h e  P o n t i f f  r e l e a s e d  Ouadragesimo 

Anno. He mod i f i ed  L e o ' s  p r a i s e  of  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

by speak ing  out  a g a i n s t  t h e  ex ce s s  a cc um u la t i o n  of a s s e t s .  

P ius  r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  i dea  t h a t  i t  was 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  pay a l i v i n g  wage and f e l t  t h a t  s t a t e  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  might  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e , (52)

R e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  e n c y c l i c a l  was t h e  l o c a l  prob l em of t h e  

C o - o p e r a t i v e  Commonwealth F e d e r a t i o n  (CCP). Th is  s o c i a l  

de mo c r a t i c  p a r t y  had a r i s e n  from a 1932 Ca lga ry  mee t ing  

a t  which d e l e g a t e s  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  l a t e s t  f a i l u r e  of  t he  

c a p i t a l i s t  sy s tem,  and produced  what t hey  e n v i s i o n e d  as  

a s o l u t i o n .  The ne x t  y e a r  t h ey  met i n  Regina  and pa s sed  

t he  famous Regina M a n i f e s to  which c a l l e d  f o r
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n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  key i n d u s t r i e s  and t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

a w e l f a r e  s t a t e  by a d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  e l e c t e d  CCF 

government . . (53 )

The r e sponse  from t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church was d e c i d e d l y  c o o l ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in r e a c t i o n a r y  Quebec.  Archbishop Georges 

G a u th i e r  of Montréal  p r o s c r i b e d  t h e  p a r t y  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

h i s  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  e n c y c l i c a l s  Rerum Nov a ru m and 

Ouadragesimo Anno. (54) Con t r a ry  to t h i s  r e ad in g  was t he  

example of t h e  B r i t i s h  Labour P a r t y .  Commonly s a i d  t o  be 

s o c i a l i s t ,  i t  was l ed  by a consp i cuous  C h r i s t i a n ,  Prime 

M i n i s t e r  Ramsay MacDonald. Al so ,  Ca rd ina l  F r a n c i s  Bourne 

of Wes tmins t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  P a r t y  a "Bulwark of 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , " ( 55 )  Now, t h e  q u e s t i o n  remained whether  or 

not  t h e  CCF was s o c i a l i s t  i n  t he  p r o s c r i b e d  s en se .

Meet ing  a t  Québec C i ty  in  1933,  t h e  Canadian C a t h o l i c  

b i sho ps  spoke of t he  need t o  r e g u l a t e  bo th  c a p i t a l  and 

l ab o u r  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t o p  t h e  sp r e ad  of Marxism. The 

p r e l a t e s  a l s o  echoed P i u s '  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e  p r o f i t s  

were m ora l l y  w r o n g . (56) The CCP was not  ment ioned by 

name, p ro b ab ly  because  t h i s  might  have caused a s p l i t  

between t h e  French  b i sh op s  who wanted to  condemn i t  

o u t r i g h t ,  and t h e  E n g l i s h  p r e l a t e s  who were not  so su r e  

t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  shou ld  be p r o s c r i b e d .  The upshot  was t h a t  

t h e  CCF was s t i l l  t a r r e d  wi th  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  b ru sh ,  i f  not  

t h e  communist one.
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In December,  a number of Saskatchewan C a t h o l i c  CCFers 

add re s se d  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Canadian  b i sh op s  p o i n t i n g  out  

t h a t  a commit tee  of J e s u i t s  and Dominicans of  French' -  

Canadian e x t r a c t i o n  had s t u d i e d  t h e  problem and found 

t he  p a r t y  s u s p i c i o u s ,  bu t  no t  condamnable.  Fu r the rmore ,  

t h e  laymen s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  Toronto  C a t h o l i c  

R e g i s t e r . Henry S o m e r v i l l e ,  had no t ed  no t  only t h a t  t h e  

word " s o c i a l i s m ” had s e v e r a l  meanings ,  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  he 

d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  CCP was p r o s c r i b e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  

a u th o r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  cou ld  no t  l e a ve  t h e  p a r t y  t o  i t s  

mos t ly  u n b e l i e v i n g  l e a d e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was an ou tg rowth  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  So c i a l  

Gospel  was p rob ab l y  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  C a t h o l i c  

r e s i s t a n c e . (57 )

Two months l a t e r  in  Fe b rua ry  1934,  McGuigan and t h e  

Saskatchewan h i e r a r c h y  i s s u e d  a j o i n t  p a s t o r a l  on 

s o c i a l i s m .  S t i l l  unab l e  t o  d e c i d e  whe ther  t he  CCP was 

l e g i t i m a t e ,  t hey  t a l k e d  of f o r s a k i n g  God as  t h e  major  cause  

of t h e  world economic c r i s i s .  Th is  abandonment, had a l l owed 

a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of power i n  t h e  hands of  a few th rough  

u n b r i d l e d  a m b i t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a r e a c t i o n  had s e t  i n  t h a t  

gave r i s e  t o  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  Even t hough t he  

document a dm i t t ed  t h a t  t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  forms of 

s o c i a l i s m ,  and that ,  some even t o l e r a t e d  r e l i g i o n ,  

t h e  p r e l a t e s  da r ed  no t  s t a t e  t h a t  any form of s o c i a l i s m  

could  be C h r i s t i a n .  Summing up,  t h e  l o c a l  b i sh op s  d e c l a r e d
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t h emse lves  t o  be n e u t r a l  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  (58) a t  l e a s t  

con ce rn ing  l eg a l  p a r t i e s ,  one of which was t h e  CCP.

The problem then  moved from th e  t h e o r e t i c a l  t o  t h e  r e a l  

because  of one p r i e s t ,  F a t h e r  Athol  Murray,  r e c t o r  of 

No t r e  Dame Co l lege  i n  Wilcox,  Saska tchewan.  In May 1934, 

damning t h e  t o rp ed oe s  and p loughing  s t r a i g h t  ahead i n t o  t he  

s ea  of  p o l i t i c s ,  he e x p e l l e d  two of  h i s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  

j o i n i n g  t h e  CCP.(59) McGuigan became concerned  f e a r i n g  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  would mean a r e t u r n  of  t h e  a n t i -  

C a t h o l i c  b i g o t r y  of  1929 (60 ) .  Immedia t e ly ,  Murray was 

c a l l e d  t o  t a s k  and t o l d  he "must  under  no c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

. . . t a k e  any a c t i o n . . .  t h a t  might  f u r t h e r  co mp l i ca t e  t he  

d e l i c a t e  s i t u a t i o n , " (61 )  About t h i s  t ime ,  McGuigan and t he  

Saska tchewan CCF l e a d e r .  Major James (M. J . )  Col dwe l l ,  

co r r e sp o n de d .  Coldwel l  p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  h i s  p a r t y  had 

r e s t r a i n e d  i t s e l f  from a t t a c k i n g  Murray and o t h e r  p r i e s t s  

who had v i o l a t e d  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  p o l i t i c a l  n e u t r a l i t y  of  t he  

church  Fu r the rmo re ,  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e  ph i l o so p h y  of t h e  

CCF was t o  d i s t r i b u t e  more f a i r l y  t h e  abundance t h a t  

P rov ide nce  had showered upon t h e  wor ld .  For h i s  p a r t ,  

McGuigan a dm i t t e d  t h a t  Murray had i ndeed  v i o l a t e d  t he  j o i n t  

p a s t o r a l ,  and r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  no p r i e s t  was t o  use  h i s  

i n f l u e n c e  f o r ,  or  a g a i n s t ,  any l awfu l  p a r t y . (62)  P o l i t i c a l  

peace  was r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  but  t h e  CCF was not  ye t  out  of t he  

woods.  For example,  i n  1943 t h e  b i s h o p s  of  O n t a r i o  f e l t
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they had t o  reexamine t he  whole q u e s t i o n  of C a t h o l i c s  

vo t i n g  fo r  t he  p a r t y . (63)

Having pu t  Murray back i n  h a r n e s s ,  McGuigan now had 

to  f a ce  an o th e r  b l ea k  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro spe c t  in 1934, On 

23 Apr i l  t h e  p r o v i n ce  had been swept  by a d u s t  s t orm 

"wi thout  p r e c e d e n c e " , (64) and,  a few weeks l a t e r ,  t h e  r oof  

of Vibank Convent  was blown away . (65)  For t h e  moment June 

r a i n s  cut. t h e  blowing s o i l ,  t h e r e b y  s a v i ng  t h e  g r a i n  

c r o p . (66) U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  by t h e  end of J u l y ,  a f t e r  weeks 

of d ro u g h t ,  t he  c rop  was r educed  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ' s  

d i s a s t r o u s  l e v e l . (67) E xc es s iv e  h e a t  was fo l l o we d  by 

sudden f r o s t .  The r esu l t ,  was t h a t  on 20 September  

McGuigan wrote  B l a i r  s a y i ng  t h a t ,  "We f ac e  t h e  wors t  

c o n d i t i o n s  ye t  In  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  d i o c e s e . . . "  The 

a r c hb i s ho p  added t h a t  he d id  no t  know how he cou ld  s up po r t  

h i s  co un t ry  p r i e s t s  in  t h e  coming w i n t e r .  All  he cou ld  do 

was t o  remind them to  t r u s t  i n  Div ine  Prc i denc e  and have 

r e c o u r s e  t o  t he  B l e s sed  V i r g i n  M a ry . (68)  Yet ,  not  a l l  t h e  

news was bad,  f o r  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  d e s p e r a t e  w i n t e r  

app roached ,  o u t s i d e  he lp  had co n t i n u ed  t o  a r r i v e .  G r a t e f u l  

members of t he  Saska tchewan L e g i s l a t u r e  gave a vo t e  of 

t hanks  t o  t h os e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  had a s s i s t e d .  They 

no t ed  no t  only  t h a t  b ig  O n t a r i o  d i d  t h e  most, by s e n d in g  157 

of 312 boxca rs  of  food and c l o t h i n g ,  but. a l s o  t h a t  l i t t l e  

P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  was second w i th  60 c a r l o a d s . (69 )
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This  was a l s o  t h e  yea r  of  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  t he  

Anderson Government and t h e  r e t u r n  t o  power of  Jimmy 

G a r d i n e r ' s  L i b e r a l s .  This  o c c u r r e d  on 20 June 1934.  

Moreover ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of CCF members were 

e l e c t e d . (70) The nex t  day,  t h e  new government  announced 

t he  c a n c e l l a t i o n  of t h e  Anderson s chool  a c t s . (71) More 

i n t r a c t a b l e  was unemployment,  e a s i l y  t h e  wor s t  problem.  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Ga rd ine r  cou ld  no t  c r e a t e  much r e l i e f  work 

w i thou t  O t t a w a ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  f a c t ,  

he s p e n t  $50,000 on such work,  bu t  t h i s  amount p a l e d  in  

compar ison t o  h i s  1934 d i r e c t  w e l f a r e  e x p e n d i t u r e  of  

$1 ,500 ,000 .  B e n n e t t ,  now f e a r i n g  t h e  wor s t  a f t e r  

An de r son ' s  d e f e a t ,  s t a r t e d  spend ing  a g a i n  on c a p i t a l  

p r o j e c t s .  In 1934 he d i s b u r s e d  $450,000 f o r  an a r t  deco 

Fede ra l  b u i l d i n g  i n  Regina ,  and t h e  nex t  y e a r  r e b u i l t  

Lebre t  a t  a c o s t  of  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s . (72) Th is  would 

soon be shown to  be i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  l i f e  of 

t he  Fede ra l  T o r i e s .

The d e a t h  of t h e  s a i n t l y  a r c h b i s h o p  of  To ro n t o ,  Ne i l  

McNeil ,  had o ccu r r ed  i n  May 1934.  McGuigan a t t e n d e d  t he  

fu n e ra l  and spoke of McNe i l ' s  demise  as  be ing  a l o s s  f o r  

t he  whole Canadian c h u r c h . (73) Seven months l a t e r  t he  

a r c h b i sh o p  of Regina was a p p a r e n t l y  s t u n ne d  by h e a r i n g  t h a t  

he had been named as McNe i l ' s  s u c c e s s o r .  On Chr i s tmas  Eve 

1934,  McGuigan t e a r f u l l y  announced t o  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  h i s  

t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  p r eeminent  d i o c e s e  of  E n g l i s h  C a n a d a . (74)
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He was but  40. The Regina L ead e r - Pos t  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  t h a t  

t he  a r c h b i s ho p  had s u c c e s s f u l l y  handled  a s i t u a t i o n  

exceeded by none,  t h a t  a l l  b r an ch es  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  saw him 

as broad minded,  and knew him to  be a g e n t l e m a n . (75 )

A few days l a t e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of To ron to ,  Monsignor 

F r a n c i s  C a r r o l l ,  a r r i v e d  and e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  

t e r r i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n . (76 )  At t h e  

same t ime ,  Henry O'Leary  had become s e r i o u s l y  i l l  in  

Edmonton. McGuigan l e f t  immedia te ly  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  bad 

news from C a r r o l l  t o  see  h i s  former  m e n t o r . (77) These 

two e v e n t s :  t h e  r e v e a l i n g  of T o r o n t o ' s  $4 ,000,000  d e b t ,

(78) and t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  of O 'Leary  seemed t o  

have pani cked  McGuigan. The nex t  t h i n g  known was that ,  t h e  

a r c h b i s h o p ,  encouraged  by S i n n o t t ,  was i n  Rome a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  r e f u s e  t he  new d u t i e s . (79) In t h r e e  weeks he had fou r  

e x t r a o r d i n a r y  mee t i ngs  wi th  Pope P iu s  X I . (80)  These were 

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  conv ince  t h e  y o u t h f u l ,  but  f a l t e r i n g ,  p r e l a t e  

t h a t  he could  handl e  t he  much h e a v i e r  l oad  in  To ron to .

The a r c hb i s h op  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  New World i n  l a t e  Feb ruary  

1935, s t a t i n g  t h a t  a t  he "would be lonesome f o r  t h e  West" 

having sp en t  a l l "  of h i s  p r i e s t h o o d  t h e r e .  But be ing  a 

s e r v a n t  of t he  Church,  he would e n t e r  i n t o  h i s  new work 

wi th  z e s t  and e n t h u s i a s m . (81)

Four t housand pe op l e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  March 15th  f a r e w e l l  for  

t h e i r  p r e l a t e  a t  t h e  Regina a rm o u r i e s .  Here McGuigan
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s t a t e d  that,  he was s u r e  t h a t  he would never  ag a in  have to  

s u f f e r  such t r y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  as he had i n  Regina .  Somehow 

he a l s o  c la imed t h a t  he d id  no t  have a s i n g l e  u n p l ea sa n t

r e c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  t ime t h e r e ! (82) On S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  Day 

1935, t h e  a r c h b i s ho p  l e f t  Union S t a t i o n  a f t e r  sha k ing  hands 

w i th  a l l  500 wel l  w i s h e r s . (83)

James McGuigan had s e r v e d  as a r c h b i s h o p  of Regina for  

a lmost  f i v e  y e a r s ,  f a c i n g  t h e  t o u g h e s t  ass i gnment  of any 

Canadian p r e l a t e .  I n i t i a l l y  overwhelmed,  he conquered  h i s  

nea r  d e s p a i r  and found e f f e c t i v e  ways of coping wi th  

s h o r t a g e s  of f i n a n c e s  and v o c a t i o n s .  The s i t u a t i o n  even 

r e q u i r e d  t h a t  he h u m i l i a t e  h i m s e l f  by becoming a beggar  and 

g i v i n g  up h i s  home. His  Sa lve  Regina  Fund was a s t r o k e  of 

g e n i u s ,  or  pe rhaps  d e s p e r a t i o n .  P e r s o n a l l y  r e c r u i t i n g  t he  

F r a n c i s c a n s  t o  c r e a t e  a semina ry  i n  h i s  former  home was 

i n d i c a t i v e  of h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  u t i l i z e  b e t t e r  ve ry  l i m i t e d  

r e s o u r c e s .  The tough s p i r i t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  he fo r ced  

on h i s  c l e r g y  gave them th e  t o o l s  t o  cope w i th  t h e i r  t r y i n g  

p o s i t i o n s .  His R e l i g i o u s  V aca t i o n  Schoo l s ,  t h e  Ca thed ra l  

School  of C a t e c h e t i c s ,  and t he  P r i e s t s '  E u c h a r i s t i e  League 

showed h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  keep t h e  f a i t h  a l i v e  under  t r y i n g  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  O v e r a l l ,  McGuigan' s  economic e f f o r t s  had at  

l e a s t  he ld  t he  l i n e ,  and t h a t  was a lmos t  a m i r a c l e  in  

i t s e l f .  With t h e  overwhelming d rough t  coming back in 19.34, 

i t  i s  amazing t h a t  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  had been a b l e  even to  

keep h i s  head above wa t e r .  The Grea t  Depre s s ion  reached
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i t s  n a d i r  i n  1933,  bu t  t he  P r a i r i e  P r o v i n c e s '  economies 

co n t i nued  t o  d i s i n t e g r a t e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 s . (84)

McGuigan' s p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s ,  a l t h o ug h  no t  t o t a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  a t  l e a s t  l ed  t o  a compromise w i th  t h e  CCP t h a t  

made p o l i t i c a l  peace .  F i n a l l y ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  to  s e p a r a t e  t he  

l a i t y  from t h e i r  money, and p a r e n t s  from t h e i r  sons  and 

d a u g h t e r s ,  became a lmos t  t h e  s t u f f  of l egend .  I s  i t  any 

wonder t h a t  Archbishop McGuigan was moved from Regina  t o  

t he  " B e l f a s t  of C a n a d a " , (85) a c i t y  wi th  even g r e a t e r  

c h a l l e n g e s  fo r  t h e  chu rch .
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(19) "430,000,000 Bushel Crop Expected",  (RLP), 27 July 
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t h e  C a t h o l i c  Women's League t o  be " f i s h e r s  of  c h i l d r e n " .  
I f  t h e  c a n v a s s e r s  were  r e f u s e d  a t  a home, t h e y  were  t o  p r a y  
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s e t t l e  a f t e r  a 60 y e a r  a b s e n c e  and t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of  t h e  
Communists  and N a z i s .  However ,  h i s  h e a l t h  was poor  and he 
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Re g i n a ,  The f o r me r  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  1930,  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  1930 
or l a t e r .  Le Canada E c c l é s i a s t i q u e ,  19.30 ,
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(29)  See ( 2 7 ) .

(30)  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  of Canada ,  (NAC), MG27, I I I ,  B 8 .
Vol 19,  S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  Murphy P a p e r s ,  p 7883.  Murphy,  
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"Our Annual Repor t "  o r  our " F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t " ,  p 5 f o r  
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have had h i s  f i r s t  c l o s e  look a t  t h e  N a t i v e s  when he 
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(35) "New S e t t l e r s  and A b o r i g i n e s " ,  CR., 19 March 1931,  
p 5.

(36) " A f t e r  50 Ye a r s " ,  CR, 26 Apr i l  1934,  p 1.

(37) NAC, MG26 K M1075. The R ich a r d  Bedford Benne t t
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t he  new Leb re t .

(38) Ge re in ,  R t . Rev. Pr ank ,  An O u t l i n e  H i s t o r y  of
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(40) ARAR. p 22.

(41) ARAR. pp 25.
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Chap te r  5 

No Calm Before  t h e  Storm 

1935-1939

Archbishop McGuigan' s  f i r s t  h a l f  decade  in  Toronto  

i n vo lv e d  many of t h e  problems t h a t  he had f aced  i n  Regina .  

Of c o u r s e ,  T o r o n t o ' s  debt  was much b i g g e r ,  bu t  t h e  means 

of paying  i t  were a l s o  much g r e a t e r .  Adding t o  h i s  

f i n a n c i a l  problems,  however,  was t he  funding  of t he  

s e p a r a t e  school  sys tem.  Un l ike  wes t e rn  Canada,  t h i s  

i n s t i t u t i o n  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  or  no c o r p o r a t i o n  t a x e s . (1)

As w e l l ,  t h e  l a ck  of s e p a r a t e  h i gh  s c h o o l s  was seen  as  a 

danger  to  f a i t h ,  and t o  t he  advancement  of C a t h o l i c s  in  t he  

s e c u l a r  wor ld .  Adding t o  t h i s  burden was t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  

s u p p o r t  T o r o n t o ' s  Saint.  A u g u s t i n e ' s  Seminary.  P o l i t i c a l  

p o l a r i z a t i o n  was p robab ly  much more ex t reme and dangerous  

i n  Toron to  t han  i n  Regina ,  and as i n  Regina ,  t h e r e  were 

problems w i th  some of  h i s  p r i e s t s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  a r c h b i s ho p  

had t o  f a ce  t h e  d e a t h  of bo th  h i s  mother  and h i s  s p i r i t u a l  

f a t h e r  b e fo r e  he was c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of 

war t ime a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

James McGuigan, u n l i k e  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  Nei l  McNeil ,  

d i d  no t  e n t e r  Toronto  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y .  Upon a r r i v i n g  i n  

1913,  McNeil had t o l d  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  Monsignor  John 

Kidd,  no t  to  l e t  anyone know on which t r a i n  he was coming 

and even he ld  h i s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  on t h e  day t h a t  most p r i e s t s  

could  not  a t t e n d :  S u nd a y . (2)
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Although McGuigan found c e l e b r a t o r y  d i s p l a y s  r a t h e r  

d i s t a s t e f u l ,  he unde r took  h i s  p u b l i c  r o l e  j u s t  a s  he had on 

h i s  d e p a r t u r e  from Regina .  On 20 March 1935, 15,000 peop l e  

were w a i t i n g  a t  t h e  Union S t a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  new a p o s t o l i c  

l e a d e r ,  and 75,000 i n d i v i d u a l s  l i n e d  t h e  s t r e e t s  l e a d in g  

from t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  Head of W e l l e s l e y  

P l a c e . (3)  A f t e r  h i s  " en t h r on em en t " ,  McGuigan v i s i t e d  t he  

a p p r o p r i a t e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and on Sunday,  March 24, 

he ld  a g r e a t  c i v i c  r e c e p t i o n  a t  Maple Leaf Gardens .  Th i s  

event  drew th e  r i n k ' s  second l a r g e s t  crowd t o  d a t e ,  17,500 

pe op l e .  Al so ,  as in  Regina ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  l i n g e r e d ,  t h i s  

t ime fo r  two hou rs  i n  o r d e r  t o  shake  hands wi th  a l l  t h o s e  

who wished t o  meet h i m . (4)

With t h e  p u b l i c  d u t i e s  d i s p o s e d  o f ,  McGuigan immedia t e ly  

had t o  f a ce  two p r e s s i n g  p rob lems:  t h e  huge Archd iocesan  

debt  and t h e  fund ing  of t h e  s e p a r a t e  school  sys tem.  In 

Regina ,  he had c o l l a p s e d  under  an a p p a r e n t l y  unpayabl e  deb t  

of $300,000.  Now, he f ac ed  an encumbrance of over  t h i r t e e n  

t imes  as  l a r g e :  $4 ,0 00 , 00 0 .  Of t h i s  $1 ,500,000 was on t h e  

chancery  i t s e l f  w i th  t h e  r ema inde r  owed by t h e  s emina ry ,  

p a r i s h e s ,  and ve ry  l i k e l y  some r e l i g i o u s  communi t ies .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a number of t h e s e  p a r i s h e s  cou ld  no t  cover  

even t h e  i n t e r e s t  on t h e i r  d e b t s  t o  t h e  ch ance ry ,  l e t  a l one  

pay t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  s u p p o r t ,  or  t h e i r  s h a r e  of t h e  

encumbrance of t h e  e p i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n . (5)  In s p i t e  of  

t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  McGuigan appea red  t o  be h a n d l i n g  t h e
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problems w e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  i n i t i a l l y .  W r i t i n g  t o  Bishop J ,  A, 

O’ S u l l i v a n  of C h a r lo t t e t ow n  on 29 May 1935, t h e  new 

a r ch b i sho p  of  Toronto  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he was "very  busy,  but  

( t h a t )  t h i n g s  have been p l e a s a n t  enough s i n c e  I came h e r e " .  

He added t h a t  as in  Regina ,  " t h e  f i n a n c i a l  problems w i l l  be 

t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a l t h ou gh  bo th  p r i e s t s  and peop l e  

seem kind  and w i l l i n g  t o  c o - o p e r a t e . " (6 )

McGuigan' s p l a n  of  a t t a c k  was a l s o  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  used 

i n  Regina .  There  were t o  be s e v e r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l oans  

and expense s ,  p r i e s t s  had t o  pay back t h e  p a r i s h  d e b t s  at.

2% per  year  (hav ing  o b t a i n e d  h a l f  of t h e  needed funds  

fo r  c a p i t a l  p r o j e c t s  b e f o r e  even s t a r t i n g ) ,  and t hey 

had t o  make a l l  c o l l e c t i o n s  such as P e t e r ' s  Pence.  Of 

c o u r s e ,  t h e  r i c h e r  p a r i s h e s  were a l s o  t o  be c h a r i t a b l e  t o  

t h e  po o r e r  o n e s . (7)

Al though t hey  were t h e  a pp l e s  of  h i s  eye,  t he  

a r c h b i sh o p  was a l s o  t ough f i n a n c i a l l y  on h i s  s e m i n a r i a n s .  

Monsignor Vincen t  Foy,  who a t t e n d e d  S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e ’ s 

Seminary between 1934 and 1939,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  b u r s a r i e s  had 

been e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  l a i t y .  S t i l l ,  McGuigan i n s i s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  pay $80 per  year  f o r  8 y e a r s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  

f o r  l aund ry  s e r v i c e . (8)  As w e l l ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  b rought  

i n  an e f f i c i e n c y  e x p e r t .  One r e s u l t  was t h a t  t he  Sunday 

morning bacon and eggs  d i s a p p e a r e d  wh i l e  t oo  many 

v a r i a t i o n s  of  a p p l e  g r aced  t h e  s e m i n a r i a n s ’ t a b l e s . (9)



] 2 6

When Foy e n t e r e d  g r a d u a t e  s t u d i e s  a f t e r  o r d i n a t i o n ,  

McGuigan's f i n a n c i a l  r e s t r a i n t s  a g a i n  impinged on him.

The monsignor  r e p o r t s  t h a t  he was s e n t  t o  Laval 

U n i v e r s i t y  t o  s t u d y  canon law, bu t  was den ied  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  monthly s t i p e n d  of $30 i n  t h e  name of a n o th e r  

of t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  economy d r i v e s .  As a r esu l t ,  t h e  young 

p r i e s t  had t o  o b t a i n  h i s  money from Mass s t i p e n d s ,  minus 

any Masses t h a t  he  s a i d  fo r  h i m s e l f .  Under t h i s  

a r r angement  he had d i f f i c u l t y  making ends meet and so  asked  

h i s  Toronto  s u p e r i o r  f o r  a smal l  a l l owance  a t  t h e  s t a r t  of  

t h e  second yea r .  McGuigan r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no money. 

At t h e  s t a r t  of  F o y ' s  t h i r d  y e a r ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  ag ree d  

t o  $10 per  month.  The young p r i e s t  was r e l i e v e d ,  only t o  

d i s c o v e r  t h a t  he had been deni ed  h i s  normal Ch r i s tmas  bonus 

of  $25! F i n a l l y ,  t o  add f u r t h e r  i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y .  F a t h e r  

Foy, who had been promised  by t h e  a r c h b i s ho p  t h a t  he 

would no t  have t o  pay t h e  $80 pe r  yea r  l au n d ry ,  was cha rged  

n o n e t h e l e s s ,  but  only  f o r  f ou r  y e a r s . (10)

S t i l l ,  McGuigan cou ld  show r e a l  compass ion when h i s  

c l e r g y  de mons t r a t ed  s u f f i c i e n t .  n e ed - - ev e n  i f  i t  cost,  him 

money. In 1944 F a t h e r  Foy deve loped  t u b e r c u l o s i s  and 

was c l e a r l y  not  r e c o v e r i n g  i n  H a m i l t o n ' s  Mountain 

Sana to r i um.  The a r c h b i s h o p ,  who had p r e v i o u s l y  g r a n t e d  t h e  

a i l i n g  man an a l l owance  of  $25 pe r  month,  made a l l  t h e  

r i g h t  moves s e nd ing  him a c r o s s  t h e  b o r d e r  t o  G a b r i e l ' s ,
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New York S t a t e .  This  was no t  easy  g iven  t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  

medical  c o n d i t i o n ,  bu t  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  he r e c o v e r e d . (11 )

Given such economic r e s t r a i n t s ,  some p r o g r e s s  had t o  be 

made a g a i n s t  t h e  d e b t .  This  was shown i n  f i n a n c i a l  f i g u r e s  

at. t h e  end of 1935.  McGuigan had been a b l e  to  ba l an ce  t he  

bud ge t ,  bu t  only  becau se  t h e  C a t h o l i c  m i l l i o n a i r e ,  Prank 

O'Connor,  gave him a g i f t ,  of  $ 20 0 ,00 0 . (12 )  This  a l l owed 

McGuigan t o  pay t h e  c o s t  of d i s c o u n t i n g  and s e l l i n g  

$1 ,500 ,000  wor th  of  bonds t h a t  had been o f f e r e d  in  

A p r i l . (13) Al so ,  s i n c e  expense s  had exceeded income by 

l e s s  t han  t h e  r e s i d u e  from th e  O'Connor g i f t ,  t he  

a r c h b i s ho p  was a b l e  t o  f i n i s h  w i th  an exce s s  of  

$4 2 ,404 .67 .  (14)

The nex t  y e a r ,  McGuigan was a g a i n  a b l e  t o  ba l a nc e  h i s  

budge t ,  t h i s  t ime w i t hou t  any e x t r a o r d i n a r y  r evenue.  In 

do ing  so he p a id  $30,000 on t h e  c h a n c e r y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  whi le  

having  t h e  p a r i s h e s  r educe  t h e i r  encumbrances  by 

$95,000.  (15)

In a t t e m p t i n g  t o  pay t h e  d e b t ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  r e a s s u r e d  

t h e  poor  and unemployed t h a t  t hey  were no t  ex pec t ed  to  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  $4 ,000 ,000  Diocesan Debt Fund. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  he f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number 

of employed who d id  no t  c o n s c i o u s l y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t hey  had 

an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  h e l p  h i m . (16)  He ag a in  a sked  t h a t  very  

poor  p a r i s h e s  be adop t ed  by o t h e r s ,  or  by g r ou ps ,  as



128

t h e s e  impover i shed  p a r i s h e s  could  no t  even s t a r t  t o  f r e e  

t hemse lves  from d e b t . (17)

De sp i t e  imposing t h i s  burden ,  McGuigan da red  t o  r e q u e s t

e x t r a  d on a t i o n s  to  r e f u r b i s h  t he  shabby i n t e r i o r  of S a i n t  

M i c h a e l ' s  C a t h e d r a l . (IB) He a l s o  founded a few d e s p e r a t e l y  

needed p a r i s h e s .  F i n a l l y ,  he r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  v o l u n t e e r s  

h e lp  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  4,000 young p e op l e  who had 

no chance  f o r  C a t h o l i c  i n s t r u c t i o n  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  had 

d r i f t e d  away. This  work was t o  be done by o r g a n i z i n g  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  c l ub s  and by e s t a b l i s h i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  

c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  p a r i s h e s . (19)

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s l owly  and i r r e g u l a r l y  r e c o v e r i n g  

economy s u f f e r e d  a s e t b a c k  i n  19 37 , (2 0 )  As w e l l ,  when i n  

1936,  Mrs. Ambrose Small c o n t r i b u t e d  h a l f  of  he r  $2 ,000,000 

e s t a t e  t o  t h e  Archd iocese  of  T o r o n t o , (21)  and t h r e e  y e a r s  

l a t e r  when Prank O'Connor w i l l e d  much of h i s  $7 ,000 ,000  

h o l d i n g s  t o  t h e  chu rch ,  t h e s e  g i f t s  went toward 

a r c h d i o c e s a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s , (22 )  r a t h e r  t han  t he  

c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  d e b t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a r c hb i s h op  was l e f t  

w i th  t h e  long and t e d i o u s  problem of  s c r i m p in g  and s a v i n g  

t o  pay t h e  money t h a t  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e  owed. At t h e  same 

t i m e ,  t h e  i n ves tm en t  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  such as  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l s ,  would mean more income f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s  

r unn ing  them, t h e r e b y  o f f s e t t i n g ,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  some of t he  

c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  encumbrance.
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The o t h e r  p r e s s i n g  problem was funding  t h e  S e p a ra t e  

School Board.  Th is  i n s t i t u t i o n  was i ndependen t  of  t he  

chancery ,  paying  a t oken  $1 per  yea r  i n  r e n t . (23) Yet ,

C a t h o l i c  e d u c a t i o n  was of v i t a l  conce rn  t o  t h e  a r c h b i s ho p ,

who was a l s o  hon o ra ry  chai rman of t h e  l a r g e  Toronto  br anch  

of t h e  S e p a ra t e  School  B o a r d . (24) With t h e  end of t he  

Grea t  De p re s s ion  not  ye t  i n  s i g h t ,  t h e  bad ly  underfunded 

O n t a r i o  S e p a r a t e  School  Boards were s t i l l  very  ha rd  p r e s se d  

t o  remain s o l v e n t .

To overcome t h i s  p roblem,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Taxpayers  

A s s o c i a t i o n  had been founded i n  1931 by Toronto  

bus ine ssman,  Ma r t i n  Quinn.  He n e g o t i a t e d  an agreement  wi th  

t h e  O n t a r i o  b i sh o p s  a l l o w i n g  them to  s t a n d  back and l e t  t he  

l a i t y  have  a chance  a t  g e t t i n g  a s h a r e  of  t h e  f u n d i n g . (25)

I n i t i a l l y ,  Fo r t un e  seemed t o  smi l e  on Quinn and h i s

s e p a r a t e  school  s u p p o r t e r s .  On 19 June 1934,  one day

b e f o r e  Jimmy G a r d in e r  o u s t e d  Anderson i n  Saskatchewan,  

M i t c h e l l  ( "Mi t ch")  He p b u r n ' s  L i b e r a l s  bea t  t h e  T o r i e s  in  

O n t a r i o . (26)  "Mi tch"  was a w i t t y  s p e a k e r ,  a p o p u l i s t ,  and 

a somewhat d i s s o l u t e  f a rmer  who engaged i n  s t u n t s  such as 

s e l l i n g  government  l i m o u s i n e s  and c l o s i n g  t he  l i e u t e n a n t  

g o v e r n o r ' s  r e s i d e n c e .  Moreover ,  he was a l s o  sym p a th e t i c  t o  

t h e  s e p a r a t e  s c h o o l ' s  p r o b l e m s . (2 7 )

Of c o u r s e ,  many P r o t e s t a n t s  were not  i n  agreement  wi th  

t he  p r em ie r  on t h i s  l a s t  i s s u e .  Conseq uen t l y ,  f i e r c e
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res i s t ance  developed immediately against  any concessions,  

Quinn reported that  the Orangemen had p r i n ted  50,000 

pamphlets a t t acking any poss ible  su r r en de r .(28) Hepburn was 

forced to defend hi s  Protestant ,  orthodoxy from vicious 

a t t acks  by extreme an t i -Ca tho l i c  e lement s ,{29) When

McGuigan arr ived from Saskatchewan nine months a f t e r  

the Ontario e l e c t i on ,  he i n i t i a l l y  avoided commenting on 

the separa te  school f i g h t , (30) However, during hi s  24 

March 1935 assembly with the f a i t h f u l  at  Maple Leaf 

Gardens, the archbishop made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he supported h i s  

predecessor ' s  educat ional  po l i c i e s ,  which included a demand 

for  a share of corporat ion t a x e s . (31)

In sp i t e  of the uproar ,  Hepburn was now ready to a c t  on 

his  cont rovers ia l  proposal .  On 4 February 1936, the  Globe 

headl ine screamed, "SEPARATE SCHOOLS SHARE CORPORATION 

TAX".(32) In s p i t e  of doubts by Quinn and other  Cathol ics ,  

the premier had kept hi s  promise.  Consequently,  the 

separa te  schools of Ontario were to receive  a $5,000,000 

w i n d f a l l , (33) The r e s u l t i n g  P ro t e s t an t  out rage knew no 

bounds. The Orangemen claimed tha t  the premier had a pact  

with his  f r i end ,  Prank O'Connor, (34) while a t  Queen's Park 

the Tories b i t t e r l y  a t t acked Liber al s  for  undermining the 

common sc ho o l . (35) A j o in t  l e t t e r  by the Anglican,

Bapt i s t ,  United and Presbyter ian  Churches opposed the 

l e g i s l a t i o n  as " u n f a i r " , (36) and the Ontar io Education 

Associat ion spl i t ,  along denominational  l i n e s ,  the  major i ty
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f e e l i n g  t h a t  t he  new law was a " b e t r a y a l . " (37)  S t i l l  t he  

l e g i s l a t i o n  pa s sed .

Now i t  was t ime t o  pu t  t h e  law to  p o l i t i c a l  s c r u t i n y .

This  t e s t  occu r r ed  a t  t he  p o l l  a t  Eas t  H a s t i n gs  on 

9 December 1935. The T o r i e s  b rought  in  t h e  heavy 

a r t i l l e r y - - t h e  Rev. T.T.  S h i e l d s .  S h i e l d s ,  having  been 

e x p e l l e d  from t h e  B a p t i s t  Convent ion of O n t a r i o  f o r  

unwar r an t ed  a t t a c k s  on t h e  o r thodoxy of some p r o f e s s o r s  a t  

KcMaster  U n i v e r s i t y ,  had b r a z e n l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  own 

c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  T o r o n t o . (38) A few days  b e fo r e  t he  

H a s t i n g s  e l e c t i o n ,  he a t t a c k e d  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  a t  a 

C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  mee t i ng  c l a im in g  t h a t  no "devout  P a p i s t "  

cou ld  be a t r u e  c i t i z e n  of a " P r o t e s t a n t "  s t a t e .  When i t  

was p o i n t e d  out  t h a t  C a t h o l i c  boys had d i e d  f i g h t i n g  in the  

Grea t  War, S h i e l d s  t h e n  c o n t r a d i c t e d  h ims e l f  by s ay i ng  t h a t  

he "was no t  t a l k i n g  about  i n d i v i d u a l s . "  The nex t  n i g h t  t he  

p r e a c h e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a d e b a t e  w i th  t h e  L ibe r a l  member for  

Windsor ,  Major James C la rk .  C l a rk  s i l e n c e d  t h e  h o s t i l e  

crowd by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  he ,  a P r o t e s t a n t ,  had commanded 

C a t h o l i c  s o l d i e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  Grea t  War and t h a t  he had 

p e r s o n a l l y  seen a number of them g i ve  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  t he  

Dominion.  Cont emptuous ly ,  S h i e l d s  d i s m i s s e d  t h i s  argument 

as  be ing  b e n ea th  a r e p l y . (39)

On t h e  e l e c t i o n  day,  t h e  T o r i e s  took t he  s e a t  (40)  and 

t h e  mood of t h e  O n t a r i o  e l e c t o r a t e  was c l e a r .  T h r e e - a n d - a -
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h a l f  months l a t e r ,  Hepburn moved t o  r ep e a l  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  

t ax  b i l l ,  c l a im ing  t h a t  i t  had f a u l t y  d r a f t i n g .  Then 

fo l lowed  t h e  w i l d e s t  20 minut e s  ye t  seen  i n  t he  O n t a r i o  

L e g i s l a t u r e  as t h e  T o r i e s  " rubbed i t  i n " .  Amid t h e  up roa r  

one Co n se rv a t i v e  member was shown t h e  door  when he r e f u s e d  

t o  s i t  down. His s e a t  was d r aped  w i th  t h e  Union Jack .

Less d i s r u p t i v e  was t h e  r i g h t  wing Globe and Mail  which 

d e s c r i b e d  Hepburn ' s  r e p e a l  as  " s t a t e s m a n s h i p . " (41 )  And, 

McGuigan, whi le  d i s a p p o i n t e d ,  r e c o gn i z e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

r e a l i t i e s  by s imply r e g r e t t i n g  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  bu t  

showing no g r e a t  e m o t i o n . (42) I t  would be a n o t h e r  h a l f  

c e n t u r y  b e fo r e  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  were g r a n t e d  " f u l l "  f un d i ng .  

Thi s  a c t i o n  would ag a in  open o ld  woun ds . (43)

On 11 May 1937, as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  c a n c e l l i n g  of t he  

c o r p o r a t i o n  t ax  b i l l ,  T o r o n t o ' s  S e p a r a t e  School  System 

c lo s e d  i t s  " F i f t h  Form" ( g r ad e s  9 and 10) and removed t he  

t e l e p h o n e s .  This  a c t i o n  saved  a d e s p e r a t e l y  needed 

$48,000.  (44) However,  no t  a l l  C a t h o l i c  t a x p a y e r s  were 

happy.  A " s e c r e t "  mee t ing  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was 

c a l l e d  a t  Columbus H a l l .  I t  d i d  no t  remain unknown f o r  

l ong .  McGuigan a p p a r e n t l y  had t h e  mee t i ng  c a n c e l l e d - - a t  

l e a s t  that ,  i s  what an uns igne d  t y p e w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  on t h e  

h a l l  door  imp l i ed .  The o b e d i e n t ,  bu t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  l a i t y  

t r u d g ed  home a n g r i l y . (45)
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P o l i t i c s  a l s o  impinged on t h e  church  i n  o t h e r  ways.

During t h e  1930s as  s o c i e t i e s  t ended  t o  p o l a r i z e d  between 

communism and f a s c i sm ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church f avoured  t h e  

l a t t e r  and was slow t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  ext reme r i g h t  

a l s o  had a murderous i n t e n t .

McGuigan was so  f r i g h t e n e d  of  t h e  communists t h a t  he 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  was only a few yea rs  away in  

T o r o n t o . (46)  T h e r e f o r e ,  when t h e  C a t h o l i c  L eg i o n n a i r e s  

marched a g a i n s t  bo th  communism and f a s c i s m ,  he h a s t en e d  t o  

a s s u r e  t h e  r i g h t - w i n g  p r i e s t s  t h a t  t he  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  was 

no t  aimed a t  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  of p o l i t i c s . (47)

However,  t h e  immedia te  problem in  Toronto  was t h e  

M a r x i s t s .  De sp i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  

c a p i t a l i s t s ,  and t h e  main p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  communists 

ga ined  two s u r p r i s i n g  e l e c t o r a l  s u c c e s s e s  d u r i n g  December 

1936 . (48 )

Because of  t h e  economic s e t b a c k  i n  1937,  and d e s p i t e  t h e  

i n c r e a s e d  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e m , (49)  t h e  communists 

c o n t i n u ed  t o  make e l e c t o r i a l  g a i n s .  In December 1937 

t hey  ga in ed  a t h i r d  member, t h e  r e d o u b t a b l e  J .B .  S a l s b e r g  

as  a lderman fo r  Ward 4 . ( 5 0 )  Th i s  upped t h e  a n t e .  In 

J anua ry  1938 F a t h e r  Danie l  Lord was b rough t  i n  by McGuigan. 

Lord,  a J e s u i t ,  u rged  C a t h o l i c s  t o  use  t h e  t a c t i c s  of t he  

r a d i c a l s ,  who he p o i n t e d  out  in  an admi r ing  way, were 

m i l i t a n t  24 hour s  a day.  Also ,  he r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e
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a r chb i sho p  as a " c o n s e c r a t e d  w h i r l w i n d " . (51 )  During 

t he  Holy Name Ra l l y  i n  June 1938 more was hea rd  about  

ext reme p o l i t i c s .  Both communism and f a s c i sm  were 

condemned as r e p r e s s e r s  of C a t h o l i c i s m  in  Europe.  Also ,  

t he  a fo r emen t ioned  C a t h o l i c  L e g i o n n a i r e s ,  v e t e r a n s  of t he  

Great  War, were o r ga n i z ed  i n t o  a m i l i t a n t  g r o u p . (52)  Thus 

C a th o l i c i s m  seemed t o  be a d o p t i n g  t he  methods of t he  

e x t r e m i s t s .  Such a c t i o n  was undoubt ed ly  encou raged  by t h e  

Toronto  C i ty  P o l i c e  who shocked t h e  p u b l i c  w i th  a wi ld  

e s t i m a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  were 20,000 Communists in  t h e  u rban  

communi ty. (53)

The a p p a r e n t l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  came t o  a head i n  

t he  c i v i c  e l e c t i o n  of J anua ry  1939 where a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  

was made t o  ous t  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  M a r x i s t s .  David B a l f o u r ,  

t he  only  C a t h o l i c  on c o u n c i l ,  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  r oo k i e  

Sa l sb e rg  i n  Ward 4. (54) Su pp o r t i n g  t h e  ant i -communis t ,  

e f f o r t ,  t h e  Globe and Mail  ran  a number of f r o n t  

page e d i t o r i a l s  demanding t h a t  t h e  M a r x i s t s  be t o s s e d  

o u t . (55) The campaign was l a r g e l y  a s u c c e s s  because  only  

t he  incumbent  w i th  a B r i t i s h  name, S t ewar t  Smi th,  was 

r e t u r n e d . (56) I t  seemed t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  would r a t h e r  dea l  

wi th  t he  d e v i l  whose name t h ey  knew, r a t h e r  t han  w i th  t he  

" f o r e i g n "  ones whose monike rs  t hey  d id  not. l i k e .

One un f o r e s ee n  outcome of  t h e  ant i -communis t ,  campaign was 

that.  McGuigan's r a d i o  p r i e s t .  F a t h e r  C h a r l e s  L an ph i e r ,  was
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i n  t . r o u b l e - - a g a i n .  In 1937 he had been suspended  by t he  

Canadian B ro a d c a s t i n g  Co rp o r a t i on  (CBC), a long  wi th  t h e  

P r e s b y t e r i a n  r a d i o  p r e a c h e r ,  t h e  Rev, Mor r i s  Zeldman,  f o r  

engaging  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  a denomina t i ona l  war a f t e r  t he  

m i n i s t e r  had a t t a c k e d  t he  C a t h o l i c s . (57) Now, two ye a r s  

l a t e r ,  Lanphi er  had been unab l e  t o  c o n t a i n  h im se l f  in  t he  

e x c i t i n g  campaign t o  r i d  c i t y  h a l l  of  t he  M a r x i s t s .  In 

c l e a r  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  CBC's d i r e c t i v e s  not. t o  engage in  

p o l i t i c a l  b r o a d c a s t s  w i t h in  48 hours  of an e l e c t i o n ,  he 

a t t a c k e d  t h e  l i b e r a l  Toronto  S t a r  f o r  d a r i n g  t o  suppo r t  a 

communist  a lderman as  t h e  b e s t  c a n d i d a t e . (58) In h i s  

de f en ce  Lanph ie r  t r i e d  t o  a rgue  t h a t  he was making a 

r e l i g i o u s ,  not  a p o l i t i c a l  speec h ,  and even h i n t e d  at  Red 

i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  CBC.(59) He r e c e i v e d  t he  suppo r t  of 

B a l f o u r ,  who a l s o  c la imed  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e  was not  

p o l i t i c s - - b u t  a t h e i s m , (60)  and of t he  f u t u r e  r i g h t  wing 

p r emie r  of O n t a r i o ,  George Drew, who d e s c r i b e d  t h e  

communists  as " g a n g s t e r s . " (61)

Not impres sed  was G lads tone  Murray,  head of t h e  r a d i o  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  and a g a i n  McGuigan had t o  go t o  ha t  f o r  h i s  

r a d i o  p r i e s t .  Another  agreement  was made t h a t  a l l owed 

Lanphi e r  t o  b r o a d c a s t  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  he d id  not  

ag a in  v i o l a t e  t h e  r u l e s .  (62) That, he was never  

suspended a g a i n  was p robab ly  due to  McGuigan keeping  a 

t i g h t e r  r e i n  on h i s  r a d i o  p r e a c h e r .
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At t h e  o t h e r  end of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  spec t rum was f a s c i s m .  

The i n v a s i o n  of E t h i o p i a  by I t a l y  had no t  been s u f f i c i e n t  

r ea son  t o  t u r n  Pope P iu s  XI a g a i n s t  t h e  f a s c i s t s ,  and 

e x ce s s e s  by t he  Reds in t h e  Span i sh  C i v i l  War su b s eq u e n t l y  

r e i n f o r c e d  t he  V a t i c a n ' s  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  r i g h t  wing.  In t he  

end i t  was only t h e  a c t i o n s  of  Adol f  H i t l e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  Church which made t h e  p o n t i f f  aware t h a t  t h e  one 

c l o s e s t  and sne ak ing  up beh ind  was not  t h e  M a r x i s t ,  bu t  t h e  

f a s c i s t .

In To ron to ,  t h e  r i s e  of M us so l i n i  had p r e s e n t e d  a more 

s e r i o u s  problem fo r  I t a l i a n - C a n a d i a n s  t han  had H i t l e r  f o r  

t he  German-Canadi ans . I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  glowing p r e s s  r e p o r t s  

of  h i s  wonderful  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of I t a l y  i n s t i l l e d  a s ense  

of p r i d e  among many I t a l i a n - b o r n  and I t a l i a n - d e s c e n d e d .  

However,  t he  i n v a s i o n  of  A b y s s i n i a  widened t h e  s p l i t  

between C a t h o l i c  and P r o t e s t a n t  I t a l i a n s  and a l s o  caused 

s u s p i c i o n  among t h e  "Anglos"  who dominat ed  t h e  c i t y .  Right  

wing I t a l i a n s  were su p po r t e d  by t h e  l o c a l  consul  and by 

some f a s c i s t  p r i e s t s ,  a l l  of whom a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  

t he  f a i t h f u l  in t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t hey  were r e a l l y  o v e r s ea s  

I t a l i a n s .  Some peop l e  a cc ep t e d  t h i s  l i n e  as  shown by t he  

number of l a i t y  who c o n t r i b u t e d  go ld  and s i l v e r  t o  he lp  

f i n a n c e  t h e  conques t  of  E t h i o p i a . ( 6 3 )  O the r s  such as 

l e f t  wing I t a l i a n s ,  who were o f t e n  members of t he  

Un i ted  Church,  r e s i s t e d  be ing  b r a inwa she d  and engaged i n  

f i g h t s  w i th  t h e  r i g h t i s t s . ( 64 )
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At t he  Holy Name Ra l l y  of 1936, McGuigan came t o  know the  

f a s c i s t s  f i r s t  hand.  The Germans-Canadians  of S a i n t  

P a t r i c k ' s  P a r i s h  were chee red as t hey  g o o s e - s t e p p e d  up 

Yonge S t .  under  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  b a n n e r s ,  whi le  I t a l i a n -  

Canadians  s u r p r i s e d  t h e  a r c hb i s ho p  by g i v in g  him a f a s c i s t  

s a l u t e  as t hey  pa s sed  h i s  r ev i ewing  s t a n d  a t  De l a  S a l l e  

Col 1e g e . (65 )

However,  as t h e  war approached t h e  suppo r t  of t he  

I t a l i a n - C a n a d i a n s '  l e s s e ne d  f o r  M u s s o l i n i .  Many of t h e s e  

peop l e  were Canadian bo r n ,  and c o n se q u e n t l y  t hey  t ended  to  

r e j e c t  t h e  c l a im  to  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  by I t a l y . (66) S t i l l ,  

p o p u l a r  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  I t a l i a n s  remained s t r o n g  

among To ro n to n i ans  of B r i t i s h  background and would f i n d  an 

outward e x p r e s s i o n  when I t a l y  i nvaded  France  in  1940.

As i f  p o l i t i c a l  and economic problems were no t  enough,  

ag a in  McGuigan had t o  f a ce  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  some of h i s  

c l e r g y .  F a t h e r  P e t e r  B a r t ' s  c o n v i c t i o n  a f t e r  t h r e e  t r i a l s  

i n  Toron to  appea red  i n  t he  L e a d e r - P o s t , ( 67 )  Seve ra l  more 

c a se s  of p r i e s t l y  mi sconduc t  added t o  t h e  s canda l  t h a t  

McGuigan had t o  endure  du r i ng  h i s  f i r s t  two y e a r s  in  

T o r o n t o . (68)  The f i n a l  s t r aw  oc c u r r e d  when t h e  a r c hb i s h op  

was on h i s  ad l im in a  v i s i t  to  Rome in  May 1937 when no t  

one,  but  two p r i e s t s ,  were c o n v i c t e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  i n c i d e n t s  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s .  F i r s t ,  F a t h e r  James Crowthers  r e c e i v e d  

10 days  f o r  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g  on Spadina  Avenue.  I t  seems
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t h a t  he no t  only  h i t  two c a r s  and a f a c t o r y  w a l l ,  bu t  was 

d r i v i n g  down t h e  wrong s i d e  of t h e  s i x  l an e  s t r e e t !

Dr ink ing  was s u s p e c t e d ,  bu t  he was no t  j a i l e d  on t h a t .

When he was r e l e a s e d  a f t e r  only f ou r  days ,  s e c t a r i a n i s m  

q u i c k l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  c a se .  The e v e r - v i g i l a n t  Orange Order  

c la imed  t h a t  t h e  p r i e s t  had been f r e e d  by t h e  C a t h o l i c  

A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , Paul Leduc,  who was supposed ly  under  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  h a t e d  Frank O 'Connor . ( 69 )  The day a f t e r  

C rowthe r s '  r e l e a s e .  F a t h e r  John Coles  was f i n e d  f o r  

" i ndecency  i n  a p u b l i c  p l a c e " .  He had been caught  pa rked  

wi th  a n u r s e ,  bu t  was a c t u a l l y  f i n e d  f o r  hav ing  an open 

b o t t l e  of b e e r . (70)

Less t han  a week l a t e r ,  when McGuigan a r r i v e d  i n  New York 

C i ty  on h i s  r e t u r n  from Rome, he was met by h i s  s e c r e t a r y .  

F a t h e r  John H a r r i s ,  who in formed him of  t h e  bad news.

I t  i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  s a i d  no t  a word on t he  

t h e  700 k i l o m e t r e  d r i v e  t o  t h e  O n t a r i o  c a p i t a l . (71)

When f aced  w i th  a problem,  McGuigan would g r ab  t h e  b u l l  

by t h e  h o rn s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  he r esponded  t o  t h e  c l e i g y ' s  

mi sconduc t  by c a l l i n g  h i s  c u r a t e s  and r e c t o r s  t o  a 

mee t i ng  a t  S a i n t  A u g u s t i n e ' s  Seminary.  With h i s  h igh  

p i t c h e d  v o i ce  c a r r y i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s p r i n g  f i e l d s ,  t h e  

a r c h b i sh o p  i n v i t e d  any p r i e s t  who was no t  p r e p a r e d  t o  l i v e  

up t o  t h e  i d e a l  t o  r i p  o f f  h i s  c l e r i c a l  c o l l a r  t h en  and 

t h e r e ,  and l e a v e .  None d i d .  However,  one l a t e r  d e s c r i b e d
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t h e  scene  a t  t h e  seminary l e c t u r e  h a l l .  He s a i d  t h a t  t hey  

were:

d r e s s e d  down l i k e  naughty  c h i l d r e n  by a r av in g  
maniac whose p r i d e  was h u r t  and no t  one p r i e s t  of 
any age had t h e  g u t s  t o  s t a n d  up and q u i e t l y  say:
'Your Grace ,  I hope you know t h a t  we f e e l  j u s t  as 
bad ly  about  t h i s  as  you d o ' ,  I was never  so ashamed 
of  be ing  a p r i e s t . (72)

The c h i e f  outcome of t h e  l a c k  of  d i s c i p l i n e  was 

McGuigan' s  "Blue Laws". These s t a t e d  t h a t  no p r i e s t  could  

d r i v e  u n t i l  e i g h t  hours  a f t e r  h i s  l a s t  d r i n k  and,  i f  h i s  

mother  was not  i n  t h e  c a r ,  no o t h e r  woman was t o  be e i t h e r .  

The p e n a l t y  would be immedia te  s u s p e n s io n  from h i s  d u t i e s  

and t h e r e f o r e  t he  l o s s  of i n c o m e . (73)  Al though some 

t hough t  t h e  Blue Laws u l t r a  v i r e s . ( 7 4 )  t hey  seem t o  have 

worked and no p u b l i c  s c a n d a l s  were known t o  have dogged 

McGuigan f o r  t h e  r e s t  of h i s  c a r e e r . (75)

The l a t e  1930s was a t ime of p e r s o n a l  l o s s  f o r  t h e  

a r c h b i s h o p .  In Feb ruary  1938 he had t o  r u sh  home to  i n t e r  

h i s  b r o t h e r ,  M a r t i n ,  who d i e d  u ne x p e c t e d ly  of 

pneumon ia . (76)  Before  he cou ld  l e a v e  t he  I s l a n d ,  however ,  

t hen  came t he  s t u n n i n g  news t h a t  Archbishop  Henry O'Leary  

had d i e d  i n  t h e  W e s t . (77)  McGuigan d i d  no t  a t t e n d  h i s  

f u n e r a l ,  p ro ba b l y  because  h i s  m e n t o r ' s  d e a t h  would have 

been too  much t o  bea r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f u n e r a l  he had j u s t  

p r e s i d e d  ove r ,  and due t o  h i s  own m o t h e r ' s  f a i l i n g  h e a l t h .  

Two months l a t e r ,  on 14 May 1938,  t he  a r c h b i s h o p  f i n a l l y  

l o s t  t h e  one who had bo rne  him and so he r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e
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I s l a n d  t o  bury h e r .  (78)  Now, he was wi thou t  both  h i s  

" s p i r i t u a l  f a t h e r " ,  and h i s  " l i t t l e  e a r t h l y  mothe r " .

Another  d e a t h ,  t h a t  of  P ius  XI i n  February  1939, 

v i r t u a l l y  c l o s ed  McGuigan’s p r e -wa r  y e a r s ,  Gr i ev in g  f o r  

t h e  man who had convinced  him to  t r y  Regina ag a in  and t o  

accept,  t h e  bu rdens  of  To ron to ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh op  s t a t e d  t h a t  

" C h r i s t i a n i t y  has  l o s t  a s a i n t . " (79)

The conc lave  f o r  a s u c c e s s o r  made h e a d l i n e s  a round t h e  

world as t he  Nazi s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t he  

s e l e c t i o n . (80) As w e l l ,  r i d i c u l o u s  s p e c u l a t i o n  f l o a t e d  

about  t h a t  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  of  Québec,  Ca rd ina l  V i l l e n e u v e ,  

would be s e l e c t e d  t o  succeed  P iu s  X I . (81) Of c o u r s e ,  

Giovanni  P a c e l l i  was e l e c t e d  t a k i n g  t h e  name of Pope P iu s  

XII .  McGuigan t hough t  t h e  cho i ce  was " g l o r i o u s "  and s t a t e d  

t h a t  he p e r s o n a l l y  knew the  new p o n t i f f . (82) P iu s  was 

a l s o  a f a v o u r i t e  of t h e  democ rac ie s  and was s a i d  t o  a f i r m ,  

but  k ind  l e a d e r . (83)

A summer t r i p  t o  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  t o  b l e s s  t h e  window 

a t  Sa in t  A u g u s t i n e ' s  Church,  R u s t i c o ,  which commemorated 

h i s  o r d i n a t i o n ,  and t o  r e c e i v e  a grand r e c e p t i o n  by h i s  

former  ne igh bou r s  a t  Hunter  R i v e r ,  complet ed  t h e  

a r c h b i s h o p ' s  t ime  home f o r  t h e  1 9 3 0 s . (84) The Royal V i s i t  

t o  Toronto  in  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1939 (85) had been a n o th e r  

p l e a s a n t  i n t e r l u d e  b e f o r e  t h e  t e r r i b l e  s to rm b u i l d i n g  i n  

E u r op e .
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James McGuigan had f i n i s h e d  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  Toronto .  

He had accep t ed  t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  s e p a r a t e  s chool  b i l l ,  and 

w i t h s t oo d  v i c i o u s  a t t a c k s  by t h e  Rev, T. T. S h i e l d s ,  as  

wel l  as t h ose  of t h e  Orange Order  i n  t h i s  " B e l f a s t  of 

Canada".  De sp i t e  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  f i n a n c i a l  

p rob l ems ,  a s t a r t  had been made on c o n t r o l l i n g ,  and even 

r e duc in g ,  t he  $4 ,000 ,000  d e b t .  The c a t h e d r a l  had been 

b rought  up t o  p a r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  most  of  t h e  b r i c k  and 

mo r t a r  work and t h e  problem of  f und ing  s e p a r a t e  h igh  

s c h o o l s  s t i l l  remained t o  be f a c e d .  At t h e  same t ime a 

number of t he  C hu rc h ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had been g r aced  wi th  

handsome b u i l d i n g s  and t h e  P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  of Medieval  

S t u d i e s  was opened a t  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  Co l l eg e  i n  1936. (86)  

D i s c i p l i n e  had been r e s t o r e d  among t h e  c l e r g y .  The most 

ext reme f a s c i s t s  were l e a v in g  t h e  c ou n t ry  wh i l e  t he  

communists appea red  t o  be d e f e a t e d .  McGuigan had now l o s t  

h a l f  h i s  f a m i ly ,  and would have t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  church  in 

Toronto  t o  be as  r eady as  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  oncoming t i d e  of 

b loodshed  and war.
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Deal i ng  wi th  t he  Dev i l s  

September  1939-December 1945

The y e a r s  of t h e  Second World War were more t r y i n g  fo r  

Archbishop McGuigan t han  f o r  most o t h e r s .  So much so t h a t  

in l a t e  1944 he seems t o  have s u f f e r e d  a second nervous  

breakdown. This  a ppe a r s  to  have been d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

t he  s t r e s s  of  h i s  g r e a t  h igh  s chool  campaign,  t o  t he  

p r e s s u r e s  caused  by t h e  war,  and t h e  emot iona l  c o l l a p s e  of 

h i s  f r i e n d ,  Bishop Ch a r l e s  Leo N e l l i g a n . ( l )

Un t i l  1943 McGuigan' s  c h i e f  co nce rns  had been more 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t han  l o c a l .  Would B r i t a i n  s u r v i v e  a f t e r  t he  

l o s s  of F rance ,  t h a t  " e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r  of t h e  Church" ?

Would H i t l e r  c a p t u r e  t h e  S ov i e t  Union and win t h e  war ,  or  

would t h e  Un i ted  S t a t e s  come t o  t h e  a i d  of  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  

A l l i e s ?  Al so ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problems impinged on t he  

l oca l  a r e a .  For example,  b i g o t r y  a g a i n s t  German-Canadians 

and I t a l i a n - C a n a d i a n s  was common i n  To ron to ,  and t h e r e  were 

g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a c c e p t i n g  communist  l ed  m ee t i ngs  a g a i n s t  

t he  German i n v a s i o n  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union.

With t h e  Red Army t u r n i n g  t h e  t i d e  a g a i n s t  H i t l e r  i n  t h e

1942-1943 p e r i o d ,  McGuigan' s  c a r e s  became more p a r o c h i a l .  

The war boom had enab l ed  him to  cu t  t h e  a r c h d i o c e s a n  debt  

by 50% and run a h igh  school  campaign t h a t  would be over  

s u b s c r i b e d  by a lmos t  t h a t  p e r c e n t a g e .  As w e l l ,  t h e
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Canadian Na t i ona l  Mi s s ionary  E x h i b i t i o n  was a wonderful  

s u c c e s s .  However,  t h e  Rev. T. T. S h i e l d s  c on t i n u e d  t o  r age  

a g a i n s t  Quebec ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  to  c o n s c r i p t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

and t o  i t s  C a th o l i c i s m  in  g e n e r a l .  The near  v i c t o r y  of t he  

CCP in  O n t a r i o  du r i ng  1943 r eopened t he  q u e s t i o n  of whether  

t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church could  co n t i n u e  t o  condemn the  p a r t y  as 

s o c i a l i s t .  This a n t i p a t h y  had c o n t i n u ed  d e s p i t e  McGuigan's 

accommodation w i th  Coldwel l  in  Saskatchewan t h a t  had been 

an im p o r t an t  p r e c e d e n t ,  g iven  r e a c t i o n a r y  Quebec ' s  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i n g s  t h a t  smacked of s o c i a l i s m .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  ou tb r eak  of h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  September 

1939,  McGuigan i s s u e d  a p a s t o r a l  l e t t e r  condemning 

a g g r e s s i o n  by t h ose  "devoid  of b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

d e s t i n y  of  man". He a l s o  p l edged  t h a t  Canada would s t a nd  

s t e a d f a s t l y  at. t h e  s i d e  of Grea t  B r i t a i n .  (2)  The 

a r c h b i s h o p  o rda ined  t h a t  t he  Peace  P r a y e r ,  "Pro Pace" ,  he 

r e c i t e d  a t  every  Mass u n t i l  t h e  c o n f l i c t  ended,  and t h a t  

p a r e n t s  l e a d  c h i l d r e n  in r e c i t i n g  i t  a t  home. I . a s t l y ,  he 

de c r e e d  t h a t  a Holy Hour be he ld  each Sunday a f t e r n o o n  or 

even ing  i n  a l l  churches  u n t i l  peace  was ach i eve d .

P u t t i n g  t hemse lve s  behind  t he  war e f f o r t ,  t h e  T o r o n t o  

Knigh ts  of  Columbus opened a d r i v e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  army 

h u t s  as  i n  World War I ,  McGuigan was honou rary  chai rman of 

t h e  l o c a l  $30,000 K n i g h t s '  c am p a i g n . (3) Again,  t y p i c a l  of
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t h e  1930 ' s  campaigns ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  had t o  be ex t ended  

s i n c e  t he  war economy had not  ye t  come i n t o  f u l l  e f f e c t . (4)

S t . M i c h a e l ' s  Club was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  downtown Toronto  

wi th  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Women's League,  I t  

p rov ided  a do r mi t o r y  t h a t  s lept .  86 m i l i t a r y  men. I t  a l s o  

had a l i b r a r y ,  as wel l  a s  a p i a n o ,  r a d i o s ,  and a c an t een  

t h a t  s o l d  snacks  ( i n c l u d i n g  c i g a r e t t e s ) .  The f a c i l i t y  

o p e ra t e d  24 hours  a day and was open t o  se rv i cemen of a l l  

c r e e d s . (5 )

Fol lowing  Germany's  v i c t o r y  over  Poland i n  September 

1939, t he  " s i t z k r i e g "  deve loped  in  t he  w i n t e r  of  1939-1940.  

Then, on 10 May 1940,  t h e  Germans l aunched t h e i r  s p r i n g  

o f f e n s i v e .  S l a sh i n g  t h rough  t he  Ardennes F o r e s t ,  they  

c ap tu r e d  P a r i s  and compel led  France  t o  drop out. of t h e  war 

w i t h i n  s i x  weeks.  In  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  A l l i e d  Army of t he  

North was t r ap p e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s ea  a t  F l a n d e r s .  King George 

VI of B r i t a i n  c a l l e d  f o r  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  day of  p r a y e r  on 

Sunday,  26 May 1940, and McGuigan wrot e  t o  h i s  c l e r g y  

p a r a l l e l i n g  t he  appea l  of His Ma jes ty  t o  His H o l i n e s s ' s  

l a t e s t ,  p l e a .  (6) The a r c h b i sh op  encouraged t he  g r e a t e s t  

p o s s i b l e  number of  communicants on t h a t  day,  emphas iz ing  

t h a t  c o n f e s s i o n s  would be h e ld  a l l  day Sa tu rday  as wel l  as 

Sunday morning.  In o r d e r  he lp  t u r n  back t he  wh i r lwind  of 

d e a t h ,  seven  Masses were o f f e r e d  a t  t he  c a t h e d r a l  

a l o n e . (7) A few days  l a t e r  came t he  "Mi r ac l e  of Dunki rk"
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a s  hundreds  of B r i t i s h  s h i p s  r i s k e d  a t t a c k  by t h e  Lu f twaf f e  

t o  r e s cu e  340,000 B r i t i s h ,  French  and Be lg i a n  s o l d i e r s .

This  a c t  of s a l v a t i o n  was seen  by many as an answer t o  t he  

f e r v e n t  p r a y e r s  t h roughou t  t h e  e m p i r e , (8)

One event, du r ing  t he  f a l l  of F r ance  t h a t  had s e r i o u s  

l o c a l  p e r c u s s i o n s  was F a s c i s t  I t a l y ' s  " s t a b b i n g  France  in 

t h e  back" .  Musso l in i  had a t t a c k e d  France  from the  s o u t h 

east.  whi l e  she was h o p e l e s s l y  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  t h e  b l i t z k r i e g  

from th e  n o r t h .  Al l  t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  and b i a s e s  of T o r o n t o ' s  

Anglo-Saxons a g a i n s t  t h e  I t a l i a n - C a n a d i a n s  now ro se  to  

t h e  s u r f a c e ,  S t o r e s  l o s t  windows i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  d i s t r i c t  

a long S t ,  C l a i r  Avenue and a b o y c o t t  of t h e s e  merchant s  was 

a t t em p t ed  in  t he  O n t a r i o  c a p i t a l . (9)  Ot tawa r e a c t e d  t oo ,  

The a r r e s t s  of hundreds  of I t a l i a n  men, and a few women, by 

t h e  Royal Canadian Mounted P o l i c e  (RCMP) was a u t h o r i z e d  on 

t h e  b a s i s  of a l l e g e d  f a s c i s t  a c t i v i t i e s .  Some p r i s o n e r s  

would be h e ld  u n t i l  t h e  end of t h e  war,  even though most 

a r r e s t s  were not  j u s t i f i e d . (10)

Among t hos e  t ake n  i n t o  cus tody  was t he  l a s t  Toronto

p r i e s t  who su pp o r t e d  t h e  ext reme r i g h t ,  F a t he r  Ri cca rdo

P o l t i c c h i a ,  His a r r e s t  f o r ce d  Archbishop McGuigan make 

ano the r  i n t e r c e s s i o n  f o r  a p r i e s t ,  P o l t i c c h i a  was so 

s t unned  by h i s  a r r e s t  t h a t ,  a f t e r  be ing  r e l e a s e d ,  he spen t  

t h e  remainder  of t h e  war s e l l i n g  V i c to r y  Bonds and s end ing

food packages  t o  B r i t a i n ! (11)
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In a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  worsening e t h n i c  

s i t u a t i o n ,  McGuigan spoke of r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a t  t h e  June 

1940 Holy Name g a t h e r i n g  a t  De l a  S a l l e  C o l l ege  in  

Toronto .  He ap pe a l e d  f o r  a h a l t  t o  t he  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

a g a i n s t  Canadians  of German and I t a l i a n  d e s c e n t ,  Then,  

a p p a r e n t l y  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g s  of Québec n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  

he asked t h a t  a l l  be l oya l  to  t he  f l a g  t h a t  had p r o t e c t e d  

Canada " f o r  n igh  on 200 y e a r s , " (12)

With France  p r o s t r a t e ,  Germany was now p r e p a r e d  t o  i nvade  

B r i t a i n ,  Only one t h i n g  s t o o d  i n  t h e  way: t h e  Royal Ai r  

Force ,  Again,  t h e  k ing  c a l l e d  t he  B r i t i s h  Empire t o  

p r a y e r ,  McGuigan responded by s t a r t i n g  a novena t o  Our 

Lady of V i c t o r y , (13) Three weeks l a t e r  he r e i n f o r c e d  t he  

message by t a l k i n g  of a " v i c t o r y  d r i v e "  whi l e  a d d r e s s i n g  

t he  m i l i t a r y  assembled  a t  S a i n t  M i c h a e l ' s  C a t h e d r a l , (14)  

Before  t h e  autumn had pa s sed  t h e  t i d e  had t u r n ed  i n  t h e  

B a t t l e  of B r i t a i n .  Again,  i t  was t hough t  t h a t  p r a y e r  had 

worked,

This  d e f e a t  f o r c e d  t h e  Nazis  t o  look f o r  o t h e r  wor lds  t o  

conquer .  On 22 June 1941, t hey  c a r r i e d  out  t h e i r  most 

audac ious  p l an  y e t - - t h e  unprovoked a t t a c k  on t h e  S o v i e t  

Union.  This  i n v a s i o n  p r e s e n t e d  a major  problem f o r  t he  

C a t h o l i c  Church.  On t h e  one hand,  Pope P ius  XII had been so 

a p p a l l e d  by t he  S o v i e t  a t t a c k  on F i n l an d  i n  December 1939, 

t h a t  he s e n t  cash  t o  t h e  F inns  even though t hey  were a lmos t
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e n t i r e l y  P r o t e s t a n t . ( 15 )  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  he c o ld l y  

r e j e c t e d  an a t t empt  by t h e  German f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  Joachim 

von Ribbon t rop ,  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  t he  Va t i c an  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  an 

a n t i - S o v i e t  t r e a t y .  The Nazis  had p roposed  t h i s  in  r e t u r n  

f o r  p romi s ing  b e t t e r  t r e a t m e n t  of C a t h o l i c s  i n  occupi ed  

Poland and i n  t h e  Th i rd  R e i c h . (16)

In To ronto ,  o f f i c i a l s ,  bo th  c i v i l  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l ,  

were a l s o  i n  an i d e o l o g i c a l  t i g h t  s p o t .  The g r e a t  a n t i - Re d  

campaign of December 1938 had l e f t  only St ewar t  Smith on 

c i t y  c o u n c i l .  A yea r  l a t e r  even he was d e f e a t e d ,  but 

a n o th e r  M a r x i s t ,  B i l l  Lawson, r e p l a c e d  S m i t h . (17) Ottawa 

was urged t o  a c t ,  and i t  d i d .  In June 1940, t h e  Communist 

P a r t y  was out lawed under  t h e  Defence of Canada R e g u l a t i o n s .  

P a r t y  members,  i n c l u d i n g  Lawson, were e i t h e r  a r r e s t e d  nr 

d r i v e n  i n t o  h i d i n g . (18)

However,  by Chr i s tmas  1941 t h e  So v i e t  Union was i n  

c r i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  t he  Germans a t  t h e  g a t e s  of  Moscow. 

I f  t h e  S o v i e t s  c o l l a p s e d  her  r e s o u r c e s  would r e i n f o r c e  t h e  

German army which might  t hen  conquer  t he  wor ld .  But ,  how 

could  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church he lp  t h e i r  mor ta l  enemy?

C ard ina l  Ar thur  H i n s l e y ,  a r c h b i sh o p  of Wes tmins t e r ,  found a 

way. He made a c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t he  Soviet,  

p eop l e  and t h e i r  e v i l  r u l e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t he  c i t i z e n s  could 

he a s s i s t e d  wi thou t  d i r e c t l y  a i d i n g  S t a l i n . (3 9)
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In t he  s p r i n g  of 1942, w i th  t h e  Germans now t h r e a t e n i n g  

t h e  o i l  f i e l d s  of t h e  Caucasus ,  p r e s s u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  

he lp  t he  S o v i e t s .  In Canada t h i s  would mean r e g u l a r i z i n g  

r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  O n t a r i o  Pr emier  

M i t ch e l l  Hepburn led t he  way by having Lawson r e l e a s e d  from 

j a i l  i n  l a t e  Ju ly  1942. (20 )  Two months l a t e r ,  on 25 

September  1942, wi th  t he  Nazis  on t he  o u t s k i r t s  of 

S t a l i n g r a d ,  t h e  f u g i t i v e  communists ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

l e a d e r ,  Tim Buck, and t he  O n t a r i o  c h i e f ,  S t e war t  Smi th,  

s u r r e n d e r e d . They took a c a l c u l a t e d  r i s k  t h a t  t hey  would 

soon be r e l e a s e d  and t h e i r  p a r t y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d .  Hepburn,  

and h i s  M i n i s t e r  of J u s t i c e ,  Gordon Conant ,  ag r eed  

ap p ea l i n g  t o  Ot tawa on b e h a l f  of t h e  M a r x i s t s .  On 6 

October  1942, a f t e r  only  12 days of i n c a r c e r a t i o n ,  t he  

p r i s o n e r s  were s e t  f r e e . (21)

S m i t h ' s  c la ims  of " s p i r i t u a l  bonds"  t h a t  would l i n k  

Canada and t h e  So v i e t  Union f o r e v e r  (22)  h a r d l y  impres sed  

McGuigan. However,  by t h i s  t ime g r e a t  p r o - S o v i e t  r a l l i e s  

had s t a r t e d  a t  Maple Leaf Gardens ,  t h e  Canadian Aid t o  

Russ ia  Fund having  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  June 1942 . (23 )  

Appa ren t l y  p u t t i n g  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  moment h i s  e x ag g e ra t e d  

f e a r s  of communist s t r e n g t h  i n  T o r o n t o , (24) t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  

of Toronto  f e l t  he had t o  send a t oken  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  

t h e s e  g a t h e r i n g s  which had become r e s p e c t a b l e  enough to  

draw bo th  Hepburn and t h e  O n t a r i o  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ,  

A l b e r t  Ma t thews . (25 )
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  s t a n d - i n ,  F a t he r  Thomas 

Manley,  was photog raphed  by t h e  Toronto  d a i l y  pap e r s  whi le  

shak ing  hands w i th  t he  So v i e t  ambassador .  The a p o s t o l i c  

d e l e g a t e  i n  Ot tawa,  t h e  Very Rev. I l d eb r a n d o  A n t o n i u t t i ,  

immedia te ly  telegrammed McGuigan, p o i n t e d l y  reminding him 

t h a t  p r i e s t s  were be ing  k i l l e d  i n  t h e  USSR, and demanded 

co p i e s  of a l l  news c l i p p i n g s  r e l a t i n g  t o  Manley ' s  

appea rance ,  The u ps e t  a r c h b i sh o p  gave t he  t a s k  t o  h i s  

s e c r e t a r y ,  Monsignor  John H a r r i s .  Con t r a r y  t o  o r d e r s ,  it. 

i s  s a i d  t h a t  H a r r i s  p r o t e c t e d  h i s  s u p e r i o r  by ho ld in g  back 

some of t he  a r t i c l e s . ( 2 6 )  Never ag a in  was McGuigan caught  

i n  such an awkward p o s i t i o n ,  even t hough he l a t e r  sen t  a t  

l e a s t  one o t h e r  p r i e s t ,  t o  meet. Soviet,  o f f i c i a l s .  (27)

De sp i t e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of war t ime i n t e r - r e l i g i o u s  

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  and t he  d i s c o v e r y  by many P r o t e s t a n t s  t h a t  

C a t h o l i c s  a c t u a l l y  r ead  t h e  B i b l e , (28) c e r t a i n  m i n i s t e r s  

such as  T o r o n t o ' s  T. T. S h i e l d s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s t i r  t h e  pot  

of h a t r e d .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  he s e n t  h i s  p ro v o c a t i v e  

Gospel  Wi tness  t o  F r a n c o - O n t a r i a n  M . P .P . s .  I t  c la imed t h a t  

t h e  Pope was s u p p o r t i n g  H i t l e r  and M u s s o l i n i . (29) S h i e ld s  

a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e  War Mass which had been he ld  at.

Pa r l i a m e n t  H i l l  on 1 September  .1941. For example,  du r ing  a 

g en e ra l  P r o t e s t a n t  mee t i ng  in  h i s  J a r v i s  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  

Church,  c l a ims  of C a t h o l i c  "encroachment ."  were hea r d ,  

s t o r i e s  of  Roman "paganism" were t o l d ,  and t a l e s  of P a p i s t  

r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n  were a t t e s t e d  t o , (30)
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E v e n t u a l l y ,  McGuigan became ex t reme ly  i n s u l t e d  by 

S h i e l d s '  a n t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  r e p e a t e d  demands t h a t  t h e  

a p o s t o l i c  d e l e g a t e  be e x p e l l e d .  The a r c h b i sh o p  wrote  the  

Toron to  Te l egram, d e p l o r i n g  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of sucn 

inf lammatory m e s s a g e s . (31) The pr ime m i n i s t e r ,  Wi l l i am 

Lyon Mackenzie King,  a l s o  e xp re s s ed  h i s  d i s g u s t . (32)

S t i l l ,  t h e  p r e a ch e r  would not  shut. up. He s t a t e d  t h a t  he 

was not  b i a sed  and c la imed t h a t  cou ld  s u p p o r t  h i s  

a c c u s a t i o n s . (33)  The p r e a c h e r  t u r n e d  up t h e  h e a t  by 

d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  c i v i l  war would fo l l ow  i f  Québec d id  not  

agr ee  t o  c o n s c r i p t i o n . (34) F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  weapons of 

ha t i . . d  were t aken from h i s  hands .  In 1944 problems 

r e p l a c i n g  decimated  r eg iment s  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  Low C o u n t r i e s  

l ed  Prime M i n i s t e r  King t o  invoke t he  1942 r ef e r endum t h a t  

p e r m i t t e d  c o n s c r i p t i o n . (35) Th is  t ime ,  u n l i k e  du r i n g  World 

War One, t h e r e  was no s e r i o u s  c i v i l  d i s o b e d i e n c e  i n  Québec.

Desp i t e  t h e  t e r r i b l e  problems caused  by t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  one 

p o s i t i v e  outcome of the  war was t h e  end of t he  Grea t  

Dep re s s ion .  The bad t imes  had no t  c ea sed  immedia t e ly  

because  wages ro se  more s l owly  t han  i n f l a t i o n . (36)

’’owever,  as e a r l y  as  October  1939, t h e  war t ime boom was 

s t a r t i n g ,  This  was shown by t he  w e l f a r e  load  l e s s e n i n g  in  

T o r o n t o , (37 )  F u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  was shown in  1944 when 

t he  F e d e ra t i o n  of C a t h o l i c  C h a r i t i e s  r e ached  i t s  campaign 

goa ls  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  1929 . (38)
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Signs  of t he  improving economy a l s o  became a ppa ren t  when 

McGuigan r e l e a s e d  h i s  1942 Archd iocesan  Repo r t .  As a 

r e s u l t  of h i s  g r e a t  t i g h t n e s s  wi th  money, and t he  

w i l l i n g n e s s  of t h e  l a i t y  t o  make r e a l  s a c r i f i c e s ,  t he  

a r c h b i s ho p  was a b l e  t o  announce t h a t  t he  f i n a n c i a l  

encumbrance of t h e  ep i s c o p a l  c o r p o r a t i o n  had been ha lved  

s i n c e  1935. Now i t  s t ood  a t  only $2 ,0 98 ,1 6 6 . 7 7 .  He was 

a l s o  p l e a s e d  t o  no t e  t h a t  a modest  program of church 

b u i l d i n g  had been completed  over  t h e  p a s t  seven y e a r s ,  Six 

new houses  of worsh ip  had been c o n s t r u c t e d  in Toronto  and 

seven e l s e w h e r e . (39 )  Also,  he had r e b u i l t  two burned 

chu rch es ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a number of r e c t o r i e s  f o r  both  

p a r i s h e s  and m i s s i o n s ,  and had s e t  up c a t e c h e t i c a l  c e n t r e s  

t o  i n s t r u c t ,  p o t e n t i a l  c o n v e r t s .  An a d d i t i o n  had oeen made 

t o  S t .  M i c h a e l ’ s H o s p i t a l ,  a new L o r e t t o  Col l ege  had been 

b u i l t  i n  To ron to ,  and r e p a i r s  were made t o  t he  f i r e  damaged 

convent, of  t he  L o r e t t o  S i s t e r s  at. Ni agara  F a l l s .  The 

S i s t e r s  of Soc i a l  S e r v i c e  had been b rought  t o  Toronto  

i n  o r d e r  t o  s e r v e  t he  Hunga r i ans ,  and t he  U n i v e r s i t y  of S t . 

M i c h a e l ' s  Co l lege  had not. on ly housed t h e  P o n t i f i c a l  

I n s t i t u t e  of Medieval  S t u d i e s ,  but  a l s o  had c o n s t r u c t e d  

Brennan Hal l  wi th  i t s  meet ing  rooms and r e s i d e n c e .

The g e n e r a l  appea rance  of church  b u i l d i n g s  had a l s o  

improved.  The d i r t y  g r eyn es s  of t h e  Great  Depres.sion 

was fast ,  d i s a p p e a r i n g ,  whi le  messy a l t a r  1 i n e n s , tawdry 

v e s t m e n t s ,  and unbecoming s a c r e d  v e s s e l s  were becoming
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t h i n g s  of t he  p a s t .  Of c o u r s e ,  McGuigan ment ioned  t he  

g e n e r o s i t y  of t h e  l a t e  Sen a to r  Frank O'Connor and o t h e r  

b e n e f a c t o r s .  L a s t l y ,  he r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  t he  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  

t he  debt  must not  be r e l a x e d  and r eemphas ized  t h a t  b e t t e r  

o f f  p a r i s h e s  must c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a r e  w i th  poor  o n e s , (40)

The next  year  McGuigan produced t h e  most  impo r t an t  

r e l i g i o u s  d i s p l a y  d u r i n g  war t ime To ron to ,  This  was t h e  

Canadian Nat iona l  M i s s i on a r y  E x h i b i t i o n  he ld  15-19 October  

194.3. As a r c hb i sh o p ,  McGuigan was i t s  p a t r o n .  There  were 

many d i s p l a y s  ove r looked  by a s c a l e  r e p l i c a  of  t h e  s t a t u e  

of C h r i s t  t h a t  towered over  Rio de J a n e i r o . (41)  N a t u r a l l y ,  

t h e r e  was much t a l k  about  t h e  sons  of t h e  Church who were 

f i g h t i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  r e l i g i o u s  f r e e d o m . (42) Two m i s s i o n a r y  

b i shops  from China,  Paul  Yu Pin of Nanking (Nanging)  and 

t he  Canadi an-born C u t h be r t  O 'Gara,  p r i m a t e  of  Hunan, were 

t he  c e n t r e s  of a t t r a c t i o n .  Speaking a t  Columbus H a l l ,  Yu 

Pin t a l k e d  of "a new China be ing  b o r n " ,  one t h a t  was " r i p e  

fo r  h a r v e s t " ,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  him, t h e  c rop would no t  be 

t he  k ind  he expec t ed .  O 'Gara ,  hav ing  been a p r i s o n e r  of 

t he  J apanese  f o r  s i x  months fo l l o w in g  t h e  c a p t u r e  of Hong 

Kong, had much to  s ay .  S t i l l  m i s s i n g ,  however ,  was t h e  

Toronto m i s s i o n a r y ,  Monsignor  John Mary F r a s e r  of t h e  

Scarboro Poreogn Mi s s ion .  He was a v i r t u a l  i n  J a pa n e se -  

occupied M a n i l a . (43)
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McGuigan, who spoke d u r i n g  t he  c l o s i n g  Mass, was a l s o  

honoured by being made an A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Papal  Throne and 

a Roman Count .  He was 48, or  one year  o l d e r  t han  O'Leary  

when he was so a p p o i n t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  a r chb i sh op  made 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i ewing t h e  h a n d - w r i t t e n  s c r o l l  from the  

pope a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g . (44)

D e s p i t e  t he  s u c c e s s  of t he  Mi s s iona ry  E x h i b i t ,  t he  

a r c h b i s h o p  was s t i l l  ve ry  concerned  about  C a th o l i c  

a d o l e s c e n t s .  For example,  in  t he  s p r i n g  of 1943 he p l eaded  

t h a t  "No s a c r i f i c e  of  t im e ,  of energy ,  of m a t e r i a l  means 

can be c o n s i d e r e d  t oo  g r e a t  f o r  t h i s  subl ime work of 

f a s h i o n i n g  and moulding t h e  minds ,  t h e  h e a r t s  and t h e  l i v e s  

of our youth.  . . " (  45) This  concern  l ed  d i r e c t l y  to  h i s  

great ,  h i gh  school  campaign.  At t h i s  t ime .  C a t h o l i c  

s t u d e n t s  had only  s e c u l a r  h igh  s c h o o l s  to choose from, i f  

t hey  cou ld  no t  a f f o r d  t h e  fou r  p r i v a t e  C a th o l i c  

c o l l e g i a t . e s ,  or  cou ld  no t  g a in  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t he  fou r  small  

p u b l i c  h igh  s c ho o l s  run by nuns and r e l i g i o u s  

b r o t h e r s . (46)

At. Ch r i s tmas  1942 , t h e  Holy Name S o c i e t y  announced that,  

i t  had t ak e n  up t h e  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

seconda ry  s c h o o l s .  I t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  Vincen t  Re id ,  s t a t e d  

t h a t  McGuigan f e l t  t h a t  i t  was "more impor t an t  to  b u i l d  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t s  of boys t han  to  b u i l d  t he  

g r e a t e s t  c a t h e d r a l .  " ( 4 7 )  The d r i v e  was o rgan i zed  .a round
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t h e  occa s ion  of t he  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  s a c e r d o t a l  a n n i v e r s a r y  in 

May 1943. Three weeks l a t e r  on 20 June ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

i n i t i a l i z e  t he  $900,000 campaign,  Reid p r e s e n t e d  t he  

a r c hb i sh op  wi th  a $50,000 cheque.  In r e s p o n s e ,  t he  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  McGuigan s a i d  t h a t  he would s e l l  h i s  p e c t o r a l  

c r o s s  and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r i n g  t o  g iv e  t e e n a g e r s  an 

e d uc a t i on  second to  none.  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he could  no t  

bear  t o  .see h i s  boys and g i r l s  p a s s i n g  f i n e  c o l l e g i a t e s  on 

t h e i r  way to  h i s  poor  s c h o o l s . (48)

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  f o r  some unknown r e a so n ,  t h e  campaign d id  

not  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t  u n t i l  16 March 1944,  when 6,000 

v o l u n t e e r s  went t o  work i n  t h e  105 p a r i s h e s  and 30 m i s s i o n s  

of t he  a r c h d i o c e s e . (49 )  I t  was a g r e a t  s u c c e s s  wi th  

employment approach ing  a new h igh  (50) and almost.

$1 ,700 ,000  p l edged  by mid-May. This  money would be put  in  

bonds u n t i l  t he  end of t h e  War (51) and was assumed t o  be 

s u f f i c i e n t  s i n c e  i t  was a lmos t  twice  t he  minimum g o a l .

A f t e r  t he  problems of communism and f a s c i s m  e a r l i e r  i n  

t he  war,  McGuigan had t o  f a c e  a f a m i l i a r  d i f f i c u l t y  in

1 9 4 3 - - t he  CCF. As ment ioned b e f o r e ,  he had come t o  an 

u n d e r s t an d i n g  wi th  M. J . Col dwel l  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  

n e u t r a l i t y  r e g a r d i n g  l eg a l  p a r t i e s  would be uphe ld .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  most C a t h o l i c s  t hough t  t h a t  t h e  1934 

s t a t e m e n t  by Montréal  c o a d j u t o r  a r c h b i s h o p ,  Georges 

G a u t h i e r ,  condemning t he  CCF remained t h e  c h u r c h ' s  o f f i c i a l
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p o s i t i o n ( 52) . This  was a cce p t ed  d e s p i t e  s u p p o r t i n g  

a r t i c l e s  by Henry So m e r v i l l e ,  e d i t o r  of t he  Canadi an 

R e g i s t e r , and McGuigan's p o l i t i c a l  a d v i s o r . (52) S t i l l ,  t he  

a r c h b i sh o p  of Toronto  wa,s l e e r y  of t he  CCP, no doubt 

because  of  h i s  i n o r d i n a t e  f e a r  of communism and t he  CGP's 

nominal  P r o t e s t a n t  l e a d e r s h i p .

In t he  summer of 1943, t he  COP came w i t h in  a hai  r ' s 

b r e a d t h  of becoming t h e  government  of O n ta r i o  by t a k i n g  33 

s e a t s  a g a i n s t  38 fo r  t h e  v i c t o r i o u s  T o r i e s . (53) b e t t e r  

l a t e  t han  ne v e r ,  i t  seemed t h a t  t he  Canadian C a t h o l i c  

Church had t o  make a d e c i s i o n .  Three b i s h o p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

McGuigan, examined t he  s i t u a t i o n  and cn 21 October  1943 

i s s u e d  a s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  C a t h o l i c s  could vo t e  f o r  any p a r t y  

t h a t  uphe ld  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  ( 54 ) .  Few were in  a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h i s  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 

McGuigan' s  Saskatchewan d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t  a p a r t y  only had 

t o  be l e g a l  to  be a c c e p t a b l e ,

The Globe and Mai l ,  f o l l o w in g  S o m e r v i l l e ' s  l e ad  in  The 

Canadian R e g i s t e r , h e a d l i n e d  t h a t  "Bishops  Permi t  C a t h n l i c s  

t o  Vote f o r  CCF P a r t y . " (55)  The L i b e r a l s  w e r e  

a p p a l l e d . (56) Emphasizing t he  a c c e p t a n c e ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  CCF 

l e a d e r ,  M. J . Co ldwel l ,  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t he  p a i t y  s t ood fo r  

democracy and opposed communism.{57) Yet ,  s i n c e  t h e  

b i shops  had no t  da red  to speak t he  name of t he  g r o u p ,  t h e r e  

was doubt, f o r  t h o se  who wished t o  oppose t he  c c F . On
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second t hough t  t h e  Globe changed i t s  mind,  q uo t i n g  t he  

C a th o l i c  Nor th West Review. This  j ou rn a l  e d i t o r i a l i z e d  

t h a t  t h e  CCF was not  t h e  p a r t y  meant, by t h e  b i s h o p s .  The 

ne wsp ap e r ' s  a t t i t u d e  was p robab ly  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  such  a n t i -  

C a t n o l i c s  as Harold  Winch, head of t h e  CCF in  B r i t i s h  

Co lu mbia . (58)

In December 194.3, a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  a go n i z in g  over  t h e  

problem,  McGuigan s t a t e d  t h a t  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  was 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  democ racy . (59 )  C o ldw e l l ,  now a p p a r e n t l y  

t o t a l l y  e x a s p e r a t e d ,  i s s u e d  a s ta tement ,  upho ld ing  p r i v a t e  

p r o p e r t y ,  and ag a in  reminded t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  t h a t  t h i s  was 

a l s o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t he  B r i t i s h  Labour P a r t y ,  which had 

been approved by t h e  l a t e  Ca rd ina l  Bourne of 

W e s t m i n s t e r . (60)  U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h i s  d e ba t e  became academic ,  

a t  least ,  in  Saska t chewan,  f o r  on 16 June 1944 t h e  f i r s t  

s o c i a l  de m o c ra t i c  government  i n  t h e  we s t e rn  hemi sphe re  was 

formed by t h e  CCF. I t  had t h e  he lp  of many C a t h o l i c s . (61) 

The Chur ch ' s  s h i l l y - s h a l l y i n g  was ov e r .  The peop l e  made 

t h e  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  t h e  b i sh o p s  had no t  da r e d  make.

Now, i n  l a t e  1944 t he  war was coming t o  i t s  c l imax .  The 

Red Army had pushed t h e  Germans back i n t o  Poland and t h e  

N a z i s '  l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  a t t em p t  t o  s p l i t  t h e  Western  a rmies  

a t  t he  B a t t l e  of t h e  Bulge f e l l  wel l  short ,  of  t h e  mark.

F ive  months l a t e r  H i t l e r  commit ted s u i c i d e ,  and on 8 May 

1945 t h e  "Thousand Year Reich"  c o l l a p s e d .  To Archbishop
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McGuigan t h i s  was a "day of joy e x c e e d i n g ly  g r e a t ,  due to  

God from Whom a l l  b l e s s i n g s  f l owe d . "  He hoped t h a t  a wor ld 

of peace ,  j u s t i c e ,  and freedom would f o l l o w . (62) Then, in  

August ,  as  a lmost  an a n t i - c l i m a x ,  Japan s u r r e n d e r e d  a f t e r  

s u f f e r i n g  two a tomic  bomb b l a s t s .

For s i x  long y e a r s  McGuigan had l aboured  whi l e  t he  

Nazis  t h r e a t e n e d  Western democracy and C h r i s t i a n i t y .

D e sp i t e  i r r i t a t i o n s  such as war t ime b l a c k o u t s , (63) 

r a t i o n i n g  of m e a t , (64) s h o r t a g e s  of t e a ,  c o f f e e ,  f ue l  o i l ,

(65) and c o a l , (66) as wel l  t h e  f u l m i n a t i o n s  of T. T.

S h i e l d s ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  had done very  w e l l .  He had 

ob t a i n ed  t h e  funds  t h a t  he t hought  were n e c e s s a r y  for  

C a t h o l i c  h igh  s c h o o l s .  The debt  had been markedly  reduced .  

That  t h e  l a i t y  and t h e  p u b l i c  had been i n s p i r e d  by t h e  

g r e a t  Mis s iona ry  E x h i b i t  of 1943 was d em on s t r a t ed  by t he  

l a r g e  po s t -w a r  c l a s s e s  a t  S a in t  A u g u s t i n e ' s  Sem ina r y . (67 )  

The a l l i a n c e  w i th  t h e  Sov i e t  Union had been a r e a l  t i i a l  

b u t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  problem of t h e  CCF was t aken  out of t he  

a r c h b i s h o p ' s  hands .

Grea t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  s t i l l  loomed. There  were d i s t u r b i n g  

r e p o r t s  about  t h e  d e a t h  camps in  Europe and of t ho se  

a p p a r e n t l y  u n i n j u r e d  dying  weeks a f t e r  t he  a tomic  

bombing(68) .  M i l l i o n s  were t h r e a t e n e d  wi th  s t a r v a t i o n  in  

Europe as  i t  had been im p os s i b l e  to  p l a n t  crop.s,  and 

because  most of t h e  an imal s  had been s l a u g h t e r e d  d u r i n g  t he
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f i g h t i n g , (69) The USSR had occup ied  C a t h o l i c  E a s t e r n  

Europe and b i shops  of t he  Uni ted  S t a t e s  had l i t t l e  f a i t h  

t h a t  t he  S o v i e t s  r e a l l y  wanted a s t r o n g  Poland (70) or 

f r a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a . (71) O f f s e t t i n g  

t h i s  b l ea k  p i c t u r e  was t he  f a c t  t h a t  a t  leas t ,  p o s t -w a r  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  between Eas t  and West were ongoing.  Pe rhaps ,  

i n  t he  end t h e r e  would be t r u e  peace .  Al l  McGuigan could  

do was o f f e r  h i s  and h i s  p e o p l e ' s  p r a y e r s .
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G&M, 5 J anuary 1940,  p 4,

(18)  "Communists Held i n  J a i l " ,  G&M, 26 September  1942,
P 1.
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sp r e ad  t o  Toron to  where i t  gave a s e r i e s  of p u b l i c  
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paper  t h e  " lowes t  t h i n g  on e a r t h " ,
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Toron to .  These were Toronto  Eas t  and West ,  B a r r i e ,  and 
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The Archbishop of Toron to  Speaks from His Heart, t o  His  Own 
Beloved Peopl e ,  A V i t a l  Message No One Should F a i l  t o  Read , 
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MacLeod. S a l s b e r g  s a i d  t h a t  he would suppo r t  t h e  CCF even 
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(59) " P r i v a t e  P r o p e r t y  Right. Upheld by McGuigan",  G&M.
6 December 1943, p 4. Th is  was d e c l a r e d  a t  a mee t i ng  of
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Chapte r  7 

The Glory Days 

December 1945 - March 1953

The l i f e  t h a t  Ca rd ina l  McGuigan had in  t h e  e a r l y  pos t -w a r  

p e r i o d  could  wel l  be termed h i s  ’’g l o r y  days" .  His e l e c t i o n  

t o  t h e  C o l l ege  of  C a r d i n a l s ,  h i s  appoin tment  as t he  pop e ’ s 

p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  Mar ian Congress ,  h i s  r o l e  in  

t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  t h e  b o d i l y  Assumpt ion of  t he  B les sed  

V i r g i n  Mary,  and h i s  v i r t u a l  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of t h e  

a r c h d i o c e s a n  deb t  were g l o r i o u s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s e c u l a r  r e a l i t y  i n c l u d e d  many l e s s  

c e l e b r a t e d  e v e n t s .  The f a i l u r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  pos t -wa r  

peace  a t  Ch r i s tma s  1945 l ed  t o  S o v i e t  o c cu p a t i o n  of 

C a t h o l i c  E a s t e r n  Europe and t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of t he  Church 

t h e r e .  The f e a r  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  were dev e lop ing  t h e  

a tomic  bomb, and t h a t  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  might  use  i t  a g a i n ,  

c r e a t e d  a s e n se  of  t e r r o r  t h ro u gh o u t  t h e  wor ld .  Also,  

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  Hope Commission,  wi th  i t s  a n t i -  

C a t h o l i c  t e n o r ,  t h r e a t e n e d  f o r  f i v e  y ea r s  t h e  very  

e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e  s e p a r a t e  school  sy s t em in  O n t a r i o .

On 23 December 1945,  t h e  r a d i o  c a r r i e d  t h e  s u r p r i s i n g  

news t h a t  James C h a r l e s  McGuigan had become Canada’s f i r s t  

E n g l i s h  spe ak in g  c a r d i n a l .  Having r e c e i v e d  no o f f i c i a l  

c o n f i r m a t i o n  of  t h i s  app o in tm en t ,  McGuigan was p ro found ly  

s c e p t i c a l  and had h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  Monsignor  John H a r r i s ,  

s t a t e  on ly  t h a t  t h e r e  was no i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e .
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However, in the late morning, Harris received a telephone 
call from the Most Rev. Ildebrando Antoniutti, apostolic 
delegate to Canada. The secretary handed the receiver to 
McGuigan who said, "Good Morning, Your Excellency", then 
was stunned to hear Antoniutti respond, "Good Morning, Your 
Eminence."(1)

Later that day McGuigan held a hurried press conference. 
Here he emphasized that this appointment was not important 
personally; it was a recognition of Canada's significance 
in the post-war world. Especially, it was an 
acknowledgement of the coming of age of that minority- 
within-a-minority! the English-Speaking Catholics. Now the 
Church had a cardinal for both its French tongued majority 
and its large English-speaking minority. McGuigan claimed 
that his new position would in no way affect his duties as 
archbishop of the nation's most prestigious English 
speaking diocese. He also admitted how unworthy he felt 
for such an honour, stating that, "in vet.y truth it is 
the greatest surprise of my life."

Internationally, the significance of his appointment and 
of the 31 other new princes of the Church was not only that 
the Italians lost, their absolute majority in the College of 
Cardinals, but also that the College had been 
universalized. For example, its earliest, representatives 
had been selected from China, and colonial Africa. The
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first cardinals from Holland since the Reformation, and 
from Armenia in centuries, were chosen as well.
Furthermore, Pius showed his compassion toward ruined 
Germany by appointing no fewer than three eminences from 
there and risked further irritating the Soviets by 
selecting two members from behind the rapidly closing Iron 
Curtain.(2)

Interest in these appointments brightened considerably 
the generally dismal first post-war Christmas. With mass 
hunger stalking Europe, and disturbing stories of what the 
Soviets were doing in Eastern Europe, there had been little 
room for optimism. Then, on Christmas Day 1945 came joyful 
news that desultory week-old peace negotiations between the 
victors had begun to progress. An agreement to sign 
treaties for a liberated Europe had been accepted by the 
Soviet Union, the United States, and Great Britain.(3)
Three days later came the dreamed-for but totally 
unexpected news that accords had also been initialled for 
controlling the atomic bomb, and acceptances for settling 
disputes in the Par East were about to be approved.(4)

It appeared that, true peace had come following a war that 
had cost tens of millions of lives and had destroyed much 
of Europe, as well as entire cities in Japan. For the 
faithful, this peace agreement in the season of Our 
Saviour’s birth was most significant. Nothing could be
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more appropriate, nothing could be so beneficial as a 
symbol of the True Faith.

With the heady effects of this news, McGuigan left almost 
immediately for Rome.(5) He was the first cardinal- 
designate to arrive and had planned to stay until 12 March 
to observe Pope Pius' seventh anniversary.(6)

Unfortunately, the spirit of Christmas reconciliation was 
soon lost. Mistrust was rampant among the former allies. 
For example, a Soviet, atomic spy ring had been broken in 
Ottawa during the previous autumn.(7) In the new year this 
led to irresponsible speculation that the USSR had not 
only the atomic bomb, but possessed a "better" one.(8) 
Debate continued in the United Nations on Soviet occupation 
of north-west Iran, and on the attempt by the old colonial 
powers to reassert their authority in south-east Asia.
Also, when the consistory to create the new cardinals 
opened in February, the Hungarian primate. Archbishop Josef 
Mindsaenty, was absent. Only extreme pressure by the West 
forced the Soviets to change their story that they had to 
have the permission of a missing commander to authorize his 
departure for Rome.(9)

Pope Pius XII had never trusted the communists, even when 
the long sought permanent peace seemed at hand during 
Christmas 1945. Therefore, he had warned them "not to 
commit crimes condemned by others."(10) When ominous
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reports continued from Eastern Europe, he lashed out at the 
Soviets, using the consistory as a vehicle.(11) Moscow 
responded in kind hy claiming that the pontiff was 
supporting the resurgence of fascism by appointing 
three new German cardinals.(12) The Soviets also made too 
much of the fact, that one of the new American cardinals, 
Francis Spellman, had attended a reception given by 
Franco's Spain.(13)

Despite Soviet criticism, the initiation rite was
successful. The inauguration concluded on 22 February 1946
with the granting of topaz rings to the new cardinals and 
their assignment to titular churches in Rome.(14) After 
being delayed for a week by poor flying weather, McGuigan 
left, for London, where on 12 March, he had an audience with 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. This was said to be a 
great success as the cardinal archbishop of Toronto was in
a grand mood and soon had the shy, stuttering monarch
laughing.(15) That evening McGuigan flew to Ireland to 
attend the funeral of the Irish-born American cardinal,
John Glennon.(16) There the new Canadian Cardinal was 
honoured by Prime Minister Eamon de Valera. This was 
probably McGuigan's first visit to the land his ancestors 
had left almost exactly a century earlier. He then 
returned to London, sailed to Halifax,(17) finally 
arriving back in Toronto on 27 March 1946.



179

Despite an attempt by several members of Toronto 
city council to delay McGulgan's reception to a "more 
appropriate time",(18) the city went all out for its first 
cardinal.(19) For example, he was invited to lay a wreath 
at city hall for those who had made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the war just ended. In attendance were the mayor,
Robert Saunders, who stood stiffly on one side of His 
Eminence, and David Balfour, still the only Catholic member 
of city council, who was at attention on the other. Here 
the cardinal spoke of feeling like Saint Paul in that he 
was a citizen of "no mean city." A motorcade was assembled 
to go to Queen’s Park where McCuigan, who was introduced as 
a distinguished visitor, declared that he hoped that he 
would on no occasion demonstrate any act of disloyalty to 
his province.(20) As in 1935, he also spoke to the 
assembled faithful at. Maple Leaf Gardens. This time 
he dwelled on the fear that the West would slip into a 
permanent state of preparedness for war, even burying its 
cities underground to escape the atomic bomb.(21)

Regardless of his claims to the contrary, McGiiigan did 
suffer increased demands on his time now that he was more 
than a local hero. The bishop of Antigonish, James 
Morrison, simply insisted that the cardinal come to St. 
Francis Xavier University to receive an honorary degree at 
its 1946 convocation. McGuigan felt that he could not 
refuse, given his childhood memories of the prelate.(22)
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Of course, the cardinal sensed that he could not skip 
nearby Prince Edward Island even though he was trying to 
avoid too much extra strain in response to doctor's 
orders.(23) Neither did he refuse the Invitation of his 
former suffragan, Cardinal Villeneuve to visit. Québec City. 
This was also the city where the archbishop of Toronto had 
received his Doctorate in Theology twenty-eight years 
earlier.(24)

As a result of all this touring, it. was not until late 
May that McGuigan was finally left alone to attack the 
lingering financial, spiritual, and political problems of 
his archdiocese. At least the war boom had been good in 
reducing the chancery and seminary debts to virtually zero. 
As well, figures at the end of 1947 showed that the total 
parish encumbrance had been cut by one million dollars to 
$700,869.72 (25) from five years earlier.(26) Encouraging 
too was that the post-war recession was not what had been 
feared.(27)

Additionally, by 1947, considerable brick and mortar 
work had taken place. McGuigan had received a new 
residence in North York without cost to the archdiocese, 
due to the generosity of a number of benefactors.(28) Not 
needing his former home he turned it into the Neil McNeil 
Orphanage, jesting that he hoped that it would be a 
"howling success."(29)
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Using the 1944 high school collection, new schools 
were planned in Toronto and Welland. In the Ontario 
capital, two new private high schools for boys were to be 
constructed as well as three institutions for girls.(30) 
Although started in 1947 the new school erection presented 
difficulties. The total cost of institutions was now 
estimated to be $4,500,000, or three times the final 
collection! Fortunately, the religious orders contributed 
their own money to make up at least part of the 
difference.(31) Unfortunately, the rapid growth of the 
suburbs north of the city of Toronto meant that demands 
would continue for churches and separate schools. Despite 
this, McGuigan appeared confident. Using the example of 
financing of churches, he pointed out that "experience of 
the past is there to show that parish needs can always be 
supplied through the generous self sacrifice of pastors 
ready to accept the sorrows and the joys inherent in the 
founding of parishes, supported always by loyal, united and 
faithful flocks."(32)

Testing this faith, the cardinal approved two more 
financial drives during the 1948-1951 period, neither of 
which compared to his 1944 high school drive. The first 
seemed to be an option--the construction of a building for 
the exclusive use of the renowned St. Michael's Choir High 
school. The second was a $200,000 general expansion 
campaign.
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Having $50,000 on hand, a personal gift that he 
received when made cardinal, McGuigan donated it toward 
the $200,000 school cost. He then led the $100,000 public 
campaign which started in February 1948,(33) However, 
there was opposition. To some, this project seemed an 
extravagance especially when the separate schools 
needed the cash so much more than a small specialized 
institution which served only the best boy singers.(34) 
Initially, only $77,000 was raised;(35) yet, two and a 
half years later, the school opened and appears to have 
been completed as designed.(36)

Less controversial was the cardinal's $200,000 
Archdiocesan Seminary and Expansion Campaign that commenced 
on 20 May 1951. Sixty percent of the proceedings would go 
to the seminary and the rest to the parishes. This campaign 
was needed since the Roman Catholic population of Toronto 
had doubled in the previous decade and a half.(37)
Moreover, McGuigan desired financing for not only the 
metropolitan area, but also the Niagara Peninsula, and for 
the Midland Region. In Metropolitan Toronto, there were
55,000 Catholic children between the ages of five and ten 
years while the churches had parishioners speaking so many 
languages that they resembled a mini-Onited Nations.
The campaign started off on the right, foot with over 
$20,000 being gathered on the first day!(38) Also,
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McGuigan hoped to gather $18,000 per year for the next. 20 
years to rebuild St, John's Training School,

Spiritually, there were two outstanding religious events 
during these post war years. The first was the Marian 
Congress held at Ottawa in 1947. Here McGuigan was papal 
representative; the other was the declaration of the dogma 
of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, an event, for 
which the cardinal had pressed the Vatican,

The Marian Congress took place in Ottawa from Wednesday 
the 18th to Sunday the 22nd of June, Crowds practically 
doubled the population of the sleepy Canadian Capital (39) 
during this, one of the last of these displays before the 
Second Vatican Council.

McGuigan's selection as papal delegate was not only 
symbolic of the coming of age of the Catholic Church in
Canada, but also the location of the congress on the divide
between the two solitudes had a meaning of its own.

Canada's only cardinal (40) opened the proceedings at the
cathedral in the lower town by reading the pope's message 
in English and French, (41) Ove** the next few days 
events such as an outdoor midnight. Mass offered by the 
apostolic delegate, an radio broadcast, by the pope (42) and 
various religious processions filled the warm and sunny 
days.(43)
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The papal delegate also was tendered a dinner by Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King (44) and received an honorary 
degree from the University of Ottawa where he spoke 
morosely of a civilization on the verge of 
destruction.(45) The most bizarre event of the Congress 
was the honouring of the visiting cardinals by the governor 
general, Viscount Alexander of Tunis,(46) a well known 
Orangeman.

The congress concluded with a two and a half hour 
Pontifical High Mass on Sunday 22 June. Cardinal Spellman 
of New York further dampened the supposedly joyful 
atmosphere with a sermon on the terrors of the atomic bomb. 
Happier was the singing of the famous Dionne Quintuplets. 
Unfortunately, when they left during the blessing with the 
Host, part of the crowd followed begging for autographs, 
roughing reporters and scaling fences in a mad pursuit. As 
the Globe and Mail commented, the word "solemn" was taken 
out of the ceremony.(47)

Non-Catholics turned a dollar by renting to pilgrims and 
and priests. However, not all were so friendly.
The Rev. T.T. Shields ventured to the national capital to 
fulminate against this latest demonstration of Catholic 
"paganism" (48) and the Jehovah Witnesses erected a sign 
outside the main entrance to the congre" s saying simply 
"Jesus Saves."(49)
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The 1950 declaration of the bodily Assumption of Blessed 
Virgin Mary created a much larger wave of Protestant 
protest than had the Congress in Ottawa. On-1 May 1946 
a poll of all the bishops in the Catholic world showed that. 
97% agreed that it was opportune to declare as dogma(50). 
Only a few had the wisdom to recognize that this 
proclamation would create an insuperable barrier to 
Christian union but, of course. Catholics naively thought 
that any reunion would be on their terms, McGuigan pressed 
hard for the doctrine and even claimed that he influenced 
the pope's decision.(51) His fascination with the Mother 
of God seems to have existed ever since he learned about 
her at his "little earthly" mother's knee. His belief in 
Marianism was again demonstrated in the 1930s when, as 
archbishop of Regina, he constantly urged devotion to 
her.(52) Now that her day was at hand, he must be in Rome 
for the ceremonies. On 1 November 1950, Pius XII declared 
the Assumption a matter of faith stating that since her 
soul was incorrupt, her sinless body could hardly be 
otherwise,(53) McGuigan was enthralled, He stated that 
the "spiritual experience will ever abide with me" and that 
the ceremony was "an unforgettable sight."(54)

Many Protestants were not amused. The 1854 Dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception had not been accepted by most other 
Christians, and neither would this latest papist 
declaration be acknowledged. Canon Wilkinson of Saint
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Paul’s Church in Toronto called the assertion ’’unbiblical 
and superstitious."(55) In London, England, the 
Protestant Alliance proclaimed that it would gladly become 
a Catholic journal, if sufficient evidence for the 
declaration were presented.(56) And, of course, Shields 
made his usual enlightened remarks.(57) Responding to 
such criticism, the Vatican lamely suggested that the 
opposition was the result of a "misunderstanding" and 
proposed a committee be established to dispel such 
feelings.(58) Nevertheless, the ecumenical difficulty 
remained and would come back to haunt the Second Vatican 
Council.

Despite all these religious distractions. Communism 
remained the most, potent threat for the church. Trouble 
had started before the war ended when the Soviets, having 
liberated "Catholic" Poland, refused to recognize the war
time government established in London. Instead, Stalin set 
up a puppet, administration in Warsaw. Also, in Hungary 
the interference with Mindszenty's trip to receive his Red 
Hat was indicative of much worse things to come--show 
trials of clerics and others.

For McGuigan the most important show trial was that of 
Cardinal Mindszenty in 1949. The two men had met at the 
1946 induction and again at the Marian Congress 
where Mindszenty told McGuigan stories of Soviet atrocities
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that made the letter’s blood run cold.(59) Nevertheless, 
the primate of Hungary returned home only to be arrested 
two days after Christmas in 1948, The chief charge was of 
treason for resisting the secularization of Catholic 
schools, and another was for illegal money trading.(60)
Pius XII immediately excommunicated all Catholics who 
cooperated in the arrest,(61) while McGuigan declared 
that, with the arrest of this haughty aristocrat, "the last, 
voice of freedom in Hungary had died."(62)

Allegedly stripped naked, beaten, denied water and 
sleep, as well as being sexually tempted, Mindszenty 
eventually signed a confession. Regaining his composure he 
soon retracted all but the money trading charges. Then he 
faced the consequences. It. was hoped his life would be 
spared. It was. He received life in prison.(63) An 
emergency meeting was called in Rome with the princes of 
the church being given only five days to arrive.(64) Of 
course, the more distant prelates could not attend on such 
short notice. McGuigan, at. a Toronto press conference, 
roared angrily that the Reds lacked truth and justice.(65) 
Like Rome, he could merely rage in his impotency.

In spite of the upsetting distraction of show trials, 
McGuigan could not. get. away from the separate school 
problem. The system had continued to struggle to stay 
afloat, in the political storms of the early post-war
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period, Then, a major burden appeared when the 20 man 
Royal Commission on Education in Ontario (the Hope 
Commission) was established. Set up in 1945 by the Ontario 
government under Mr, Justice John Andrew Hope, the 
commission was to recommend methods to rationalize the 
province’s education system. Hope was described as a 
’’stuff shirt bigot” by one of his opponents, but "never was 
a shirt so charmingly stuffed”, countered one of his 
friends.(66)

McCuigan‘s assistance was vital for the four Catholic 
representatives on the commission. It was he who 
convinced Arthur Kelly, the leading Catholic barrister in 
Toronto, to become a member of the investigation.(67) It 
was the archbishop of Toronto who succeeded in keeping the 
French and English speakers from each other's throats. In 
this he succeeded despite the divide and conquer tactics of 
some Protestant commissioners and fears by the French that 
their fellow Catholics would might abandon the fight for 
intermediate schools (grades 7-8) in return for full 
funding of elementary levels.(68) Finally, it was McCuigan 
who persuaded at least three of the Catholic commissioners 
not to resign when some of the cardinal's suffragans 
interfered with their independence.(69)

Meeting in April 1945, the bishops and the Catholic 
commissioners drew up their goals. They wanted to receive
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the education taxes of non-Catholics who sent their 
children to the separate school since these went to the 
public institution. As well, the separate school 
supporters wanted the establishment of intermediate schools 
within the Catholic system and subsidies for grades 9 and 
10 .(70)

Unfortunately for the Catholics, it. soon became apparent 
that the commission would not be so accommodating. The 
Separate School representatives were repeatedly questioned 
concerning their establishing denominational schools in 
areas where they had previously attended the public school. 
It was explained that this formation was probably due to 
the Catholics being forbidden to have religious instruction 
in the common school.(71) Also, in 1946 it became apparent 
that the commissioners were leaning toward restricting the 
separate school to its constitutionally guaranteed six 
grades rather than the ten grades for which the minority 
hoped.(72)

Eventually the Catholic commissioners became resigned 
to accepting six fully funded grades, but only if they 
controlled religious education in the higher levels.(73)
Not agreeing to this, some bishops held out for all or 
nothing and, as mentioned before, tried to interfere with 
their commission representatives. McGuigan backed the
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representatives, Therefore, he never lost their 
confidence,(74)

When it became clear that the Catholics would only get 
full funding for the elementary grades with no priestly 
access to the higher levels, the question of a minority 
report arose, Some of McGuigan's suffragans wanted to 
release it immediately, but he urged caution in order not 
to risk loss of full funding for the lower grades. 
Eventually, it became time for the report to be 
drawn up. This occurred in December 1948,(75)

Two years later, on 22 December 1950, Hope released his 
document.(76) It recommended that the schools, both public 
and separate, be divided into three great sections. The 
first, ending at the grade 6, would terminate the separate 
institution. Contracting this was the minority paper.(77)

When the Hope Commission's report was introduced at 
Queen's Park, the legislators apparently could not help but 
howl at the political naivety of its framers.(78) The 
document was shelved, just as the premier had let the 
cardinal know it would be (79) and a very disappointed 
Judge Hope was left to lick his political wounds.

Not laughing, however, were the Protestants. They sensed 
a sell out so demanded that the report be implemented 
immediately even though there was obviously no political
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will to do to. Frustration followed. Unfortunately, for 
the Catholics, it was back to square one as the whole 
report, including full funding of the elementary grades, 
had been thrown out. Catholics had their schools, but 
these were still underfunded with bankruptcy threatening. 
Fortunately, Premier Leslie Frost saved the separate school 
system by slowly increasing funding over the next decade 
and by allowing the introduction of publicly-funded 
separate intermediate schools.(80) Ultimately, the 
Catholics received what the Protestants feared, a somewhat 
better funded and slightly extended separate school system.

Just as the Hope Report was on its way to the dustbin, 
the 1950s arrived. The sixth decade of the 20th century 
opened with the Soviet Union largely recovered from World 
War II, and possessing the atomic bomb. The Korean 
War (1950-53) led to the spectre of annihilation. Then, 
unexpectedly, on 6 March, 1953 the last great dictator 
passed from this world. The Globe and Mail headline 
screamed: "STALIN DIES”. On the verge of developing the 
hydrogen bomb, he had been ultimately obliterated. Pope 
Pius XII prayed for his soul, but Québec Premier Maurice 
Duplessis branded the late Soviet leader the anti-Christ.
(81) No matter what Stalin had been, his death, and the 
end of the Korean War a few months later, terminated the 
first phase of the Cold War.(82)
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Internationally, things were considerably worse in 1953 
than in 1945 when McGuigan was made cardinal and peace had 
seemed at hand. It would take decades of negotiations 
between the East and the West to free themselves from their 
rigid mind sets concerning each other’s intentions. All 
the while the spectre of annihilation was increased through 
technological advance. Ecumenism remained a distant dream, 
and the doctrine of the Assumption had been written, for 
better or for worse, in stone. As well, Mindszenty would 
languish in communist jails for many more years.

McGuigan continued his seemingly endless work to meet 
the demands of burgeoning post-war Toronto, one of the 
fastest growing cities in North America.(83) The Hope 
Commission was dead, yet the separate school system itself 
was not free from danger of interment. Fortunately, the
archdiocesan debt, was virtually a thing of the past. Now,
the cardinal felt he could dip further into the pockets of
the faithful, and he did. At 59 years of age, he would
find himself engaging in one last great flurry of building 
before retirement was forced upon him by failing health.
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chapter 8 
The Last Hurrah 

April 1953-April 1961

Following Stalin's death, Cardinal McGuigan was active 
for another decade. During this time, his three greatest 
financial drives became unprecedented successes while 
the recently formed Toronto Metropolitan Separate School 
Board staggered under the weight of an unheard-of 
immigration influx.(1) To the benefit of the Catholics, 
the 1950s saw the virtual end of both the Orange Order and 
Communist Party as major players in Toronto's political 
world. The centenary of St. Dunstan's University seemed to 
give McGuigan respite from the terror of the "Annihilation 
Bomb", the fear of which filled the churches at Easter 
1954. Finally, the end of the decade saw the death of Pope 
Pius XII, the election of Pope John XXIII, as well as the 
request by McGuigan for a successor after more than three 
decades of excessive labour.

In 1953 Cardinal McGuigan’s physical health was still 
good, although by the end of the decade his ageing would 
become apparent. Fortunately, during this time he was not 
alone in his struggle for shortly after he became cardinal, 
McGuigan was given an auxiliary bishop, Benjamin I.
Webster.(2) When in 1954, the latter was appointed bishop 
of Peterborough, Ontario, the cardinal received a 
replacement, his former secretary, Francis V. Allen.(3)
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Less than a year and a half later, with the Italian 
immigrants being such an important, constituency and the 
pressure of the newcomers continuing unrelentingly, a 
second auxiliary, Francis Marrocco,(4) was appointed.

Considering the endless flood of immigrants, McGuigan 
needed all the help he could get. By 1956 there were
70,000 Italians in the archdiocese and most were Roman 
Catholic. Also, there were 18,000 German Catholics all 
belonging to one parish, having but three priests. To 
assist these and other ethnic groups, twenty-four new 
parishes were to be organized. They would offer services 
in twenty-one different languages across the province.(5)
By the end of the decade, the face of Ontario would be 
changed, and Protestantism would be on the way to losing 
its dominance.(6)

Demographic changes also affected the financial outlook 
of the archdiocese. With the wave of newcomers clearly 
making obsolete McGuigan's $200,000 campaign, a new track 
had to be attempted. Therefore, in 1955 the archbishop 
launched the first of his three great drives: a massive 
campaign for parish construction.

The raison d'être for the 1944 high school collection had 
been McGuigan's silver sacerdotal anniversary. Its 
$700,000 goal was easily exceeded, although even this 
turned out to be far from sufficient. Now, eleven
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years later, for his 25th episcopal celebration, a two year 
$3,000,000 Jubilee Campaign was launched. This would not 
only supply much needed churches, but also would reduce the 

remaining parish debts, strengthen credit, and be used to 
establish an emergency fund.(7) The cardinal was 
confident that the drive would be oversubscribed. To 
assure this he emphasized that God was the only security in 
the Atomic Age.(8) In fact, the goal was exceeded by more 
than one million dollars.(9) This success occurred even 
though the campaign was simultaneous with St. Michael's 
Hospital appeal for $5,105,000.(10) Its drive succeeded 
handsomely.(11)

Since the early 1950s McGuigan had also anticipated the 
replacement of both St. John's Training School and the 
House of Providence.(12) As both buildings were decrepit 
and would soon be condemned, it was necessary to launch the 
two other great campaigns.

In 1955, the same year that he initiated his grand 
parish campaign, the cardinal's appeal for a new St.
John's Training School was instituted. This would 
allow the replacement of the east-end landmark that had 
educated those boys who were "more sinned against than 
sinning."(13) Just as he had used two different financial 
sources to hold back the rising tide of debt in Regina, 
McGuigan succeeded this time by tapping a different source
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from the Jubilee Campaign, i.e., those dioceses whose 
delinquent boys were treated at St. John's.

The institution was to be rebuilt at Uxbridge, north of 
Toronto, and would continue to be run by the Brothers of 
the Christian School (Saint John Baptiste De la Salle). The 
original plans had colled for an expenditure of $2,000,000 
to $2,500,000. The cardinal knew that he could not raise 
such an amount given the reputation that delinquents had. 
Therefore, new drawings were made, thereby cutting the cost 
to $1,500,000. Fortunately, he had on hand about $400,000 
given by the Ontario Government for such purposes, and 
$237,000 from sale of part of the old school site.
McGuigan anticipated that the provincial government would 
grant him another $200,000 leaving him less than $700,000 
to raise. Furthermore, since only about one third of the 
inmates would be from the Toronto Archdiocese, most of the 
money should have come from other dioceses. To his 
disappointment, McGuigan discovered that this was not so. 
For example, the prelates of Hamilton and Sault Ste. Marie 
did not feel that they could help at all.(14) Also, Bishop 
John Cody of London was forced to reduce his $50,000 offer 
by almost two-thirds because of the cost of his own 
building program and the possible division of his diocese. 
In contrast, Kingston gave a generous $10,000 despite the 
fact that very few of its delinquents were at St.
John's.(15)
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Writing to an old Edmonton associate, B.Q. Jennings, now 
bishop of Port William, the cardinal requested $30,000.
(16) Embarrassed, Jennings answered that this newly 
established diocese could not give more than $2,000 or 
$3,000 (17), even though 7% of the residents of St,
John’s were from there, McGuigan made a counter 
proposal, and Jennings agreed to it. This was that the 
bishop could probably raise $15,000 over 5 years,(18) On 
31 December 1957 McGuigan wrote to Jennings stating that he 
had paid $1,260,000 for the new building which left him a 
half million dollar debt. The cardinal added, "How it was 
done, I do not know,"(19)

The school opened in September 1957 with a fine spread in 
the Canadian Register, However, the cardinal would have 
been stunned if he had lived to witness the convictions 
among some of the Christian Brothers for abusing their 
charges. This problem seems to have begun almost as soon 
as the new school opened, if not earlier,(20)

McGuigan’s third 1950s campaign, the $3,000,000 House of 
Providence Building Fund, opened on 17 February 1958,
The collection was scheduled to last only two months and 
the money was to replace the 103 year old termite*infested 
structure on Power Street, The cardinal declared that it 
was "almost a miracle" that the school had not been 
condemned earlier, and but for the grace of God, it would
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have burned.(21) The building had, at the time of 
replacement, 650 mostly incompetent residents of all 
races and religions. As well, it sometimes housed 
teenagers overnight and offered two meals per day to the 
poor as it had in the Hungry 30s.(22)

McOuigan wished to raise $3,000,000, assuming that he 
would get a matching grant from the Government of Ontario. 
As well, he wanted the Sisters of St. Joseph to run the 
home rather than "give it over to the state" as he felt 
that a certain degree of private charity must exist in 
order to protect such institutions.(23) In launching the 
appeal, the cardinal hosted a dinner for 2200 people. At
the head table were figures ranging from the president of
the Toronto-Dominion Bank to the federal minister of 
finance, to the sister-directress of the House of 
Providence. The cardinal mentioned that he hoped to 
obtain $1,000,000 from sympathetic firms and $2,000,000 
from the faithful. To further encourage donations, he 
described the home as a "grand old house of mercy and deep 
Christian love."(24)

On another occasion he spoke to his priests assembled at 
the auditorium of St. Michael's Choir School concerning his 
campaign. Saying that he had come without a penny from 
Regina, McGuigan pulled out his still empty pockets while 
tears ran down his face. Then, he announced a $10 per
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month pay raise, the rub being that for the first three 
years the priests would "volunteer" the increase to the 
House of Providence campaign!(25)

On Sunday 9 March 1958 the parish collection commenced,
It was a great success. Within three months the $2,000,000 
was on hand.(26) The commercial part of the financial 
campaign also seems to have been worthwhile despite an 
economic downturn. The institution reopened in Scarborough 
as Scarborough Villa on 29 January 1962.(27)

A pleasant distraction for the cardinal occurred during 
the summer of 1954. This was the centenary of his alma 
mater, St. Dunstan's University. McGuigan, its most 
distinguished graduate, attended the reunion which lasted 
from August 3rd to 5th. He was in great, spirits and, after 
opening the celebrations with Pontifical High Mass, seems 
to have settled down to further enjoying himself. Sitting 
on the verandah of the old main building he held court, as 
it were, chatting with friends, former classmates, and 
relations.(28) The rector, Father Raymond V. MacKenzie, 
also assigned a young priest to assist the cardinal. One 
of the first things His Eminence requested was to go to the 
library where he happily perused old copies of the 
college's magazine, The Red and White.(29) At the closing 
dinner, McGuigan speaking from the head table talked of St. 
Dunstan's progressing from "a sort of out-at-the-elbows
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school" of one building in his day, to six edifices and 300 
students that day, As well, he reminisced that his old 
teachers were men of whom any university would be proud 
and, with a twinkle in his eye, commented how wonderfully 
it had changed, "especially since I left".

On a more serious note, the cardinal spoke of the 
eclipse of the arts, predicting a return to their 
rightful place after science had its run. As well, 
anticipating Gorbachev's statement about Europe, McGuigan 
mentioned the growing internationalism that would lead to 
"one great, happy and unified world". Of course, he 
thanked God for the little college.(30) Little did he, 
nor did than anyone else, anticipate that in only fifteen 
years it would be just a memory.

The atomic threat had continued to colour the 1950s, but 
in 1956 a chance came to end the Cold War. Between 24 and 
26 February, Nikita Khrushchev made his now famous 
denunciation of Stalin. Unfortunately, the West hardly 
blinked and the threat of nuclear annihilation remained. 
But, this attack on the great dictator encouraged the 
rise of nationalism in eastern Europe. Both the Poles and 
Hungarians revolted during the autumn of 1956. Khrushchev 
flew to Warsaw and negotiated a peaceful settlement which 
gave the Poles considerable freedom within the Soviet 
sphere. Tragically, Hungary insisted on withdrawing
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completely from the Warsaw Pact. Their rebellion was 
repressed— brutally.(31)

In Toronto, with its significant Hungarian population, 
excitement was high. Masses for the rebels were said at 
Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church.(32) Marches, supported 
by other ethnic groups, were held to the cenotaph.(33) 
However, not all Torontonians agreed with these particular 
demonstrations. For example, the Civic Employee War 
Veterans Association objected to the use of the monument, 
pointing out that the Hungarians had been an enemy in the 
Second World War.(34) Nevertheless, most people in the 
West supported the rebels as "freedom fighters" while the 
Soviets, with their own Cold War mentality, probably viewed 
them as unrepentant fascists who had to be put down as 
viciously as the Nazis had been, only a decade earlier.

The Russian repression led to a mass exodus, and by mid 
November a Canadian-Hungarian Fund had been established. 
McGuigan contributed $1,000. The first refugees arrived in 
Toronto that month as the cardinal reported that "large 
sums of money" were coming into his office. To his 
frustration, he had no way of getting the currency to the 
still imprisoned primate of Hungary, Cardinal Mindszenty.
In the short run all McGuigan was able to do was to 
authorize a Mrs. Rose Vaszary to go to Gander,
Newfoundland, to meet incoming refugees.(35) At the same
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time, the Canadian government offered free passage (36) and 
an ’’unlimited supply" of jobs (37) to those seeking 
freedom.

Not only had the cardinal archbishop of Toronto sent Mrs. 
Vaszary to meet Hungarians, but now that they were here, he 
enlivened their first Canadian Christmas by playing the 
role of Saint Nicholas. McGuigan presented a cheque to the 
pastor of Saint Elizabeth of Hungary Church to purchase 50 
gold wedding bands for those engaged.(38)

Regrettably, not all that concerned the refugees was 
sweetness and light. Eventually, Canadians began to tire 
of constant appeals,(39) As well, due to low admission 
standards at the University of Sopron, refugee students did 
not do well here. Only one of the transferees to the 
University of Toronto had a Ph.D. by 1960.(40) Also, a 
number of criminals had also been admitted in the mad rush 
to help the freedom fighters, and a number of them lived up 
to their reputations.(41) Finally, some refugees found 
they could not adjust to the vagaries of capitalism so 
returned to the "socialist paradise".(42)

For the Church the end of the 1950s came with the death 
of Pius XII on 8 October 1958, that not only saddened 
McGuigan, but also radically changed the Church. The 
cardinal, having stated that Pius had "never ceased 
striving for peace," flew to Rome to vote for a successor.
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Of course, he was not even a contender not being Italian 
and not having good health.(43) In Canada, papal attention 
focused on the only other cardinal, Paul Émile Léger, 

archbishop of Montréal.(44)

Just as in 1939, when Berlin attempted to influence the 
election of the pontiff, Moscow now added its two cents 
worth by calling for a "peaceful and progressive" pope.(45) 
This aroused the ire of the cardinals.(46) Strange as it 
seems, Moscow received what it wanted in Angelo Roncalli, 
while McGuigan, who apparently favoured Archbishop Giovanni 
Bastista Montini, was disappointed.(47) Surprisingly 
elected on 25 October 1958 as a mere caretaker pope, it was 
Roncalli, as John XXIII, who called the Second Vatican 
Counci 1.

With the administrative load increasing and his age 
affecting him, the cardinal asked the new pope to allow him 
to resign.(48) The proposal was accepted after a 
successful search for a successor by McGuigan's senior 
auxiliary. Bishop Francis Allen. Allen discovered that 
"there was only one possibility", Philip Pocock, archbishop 
of Winnipeg.(49) McGuigan agreed, as did Rome, and on 21 
April 1961 Pocock became archbishop of Toronto in all but 
name.(50) McGuigan was finally relieved of the crushing 
burden that he had assumed three decades earlier in 
Regina.
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The cardinal's last hurrah was over. The communist 
party destroyed by Khrushchev's denunciation was no longer 
a force in Toronto's civic affairs; the Orange Order, 
drowning in the wave of newcomers, was beyond hope, and the 
"one he did not vote for" was pope.(51) The cardinal's 
statement at the St. Dunstan's centenary that "Rome needs 
a good house cleaning",(52) would now be put to the test 
by a pope who is alleged to have said that there were "some 
problems in the Church that only morticians will 
solve."(53)

McGuigan could be satisfied that his last three 
financial campaigns were successes. The Jubilee Campaign 
had netted $4,000,000. The eight million dollar 
Scarborough Villa was the most modern institution of its 
kind in North America, and the new St. John's Training 
School seemed a fine place to treat those boys "more sinned 
against than sinning". The local demographic crisis had 
been reduced by the restriction of immigration during the 
recession of the late 1950s.(54) Given the respite, the 
parish problem appeared to be solvable. As well, it seemed 
that pressure on the separate school system should decrease 
for the same reason. Unknown, however, was that demands on 
parishes and separate schools would soon be affected by an 
unprecedented fall in the birth rate and by a general 
decline in church attendance. Even though this slippage 
had occurred in Europe decades earlier,(55) the church in
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North America acted as if the situation would never change. 
As a result it would be saddled with great half empty 
convents and seminaries built only three decades earlier.

Unfortunately, a chance to end the Cold War had been 
squandered allowing technological advances to make 
accidental nuclear annihilation seem even more probable.
The Hungarian Revolution had produced mixed results-- 
political freedom for those who fled and continued economic 
security for those who did not. Finally, with the death of 
Plus XII came the end of the old ways. Now, the Second 
Vatican Council would turn the eyes of many from 
obliteration to another life, and the cardinal, in 
declining health, would look with apprehension on the "good 
house cleaning" he had proposed eight years earlier.
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Chapter 9 
Where Does the Love of God Go?

April 1961-April 1974

McGuigan's end was tragic as so much of his life appeared 
to be. The Second Vatican Council was too radical a change 
for the old man and seemed to open the door for the 
victory of birth control among the Catholic masses. As 
well Mary's role appeared threatened by ecumenism. To 
complete his near despair, the cardinal was crippled by a 
stroke in 1965. Left bedridden and inarticulate for 
his final nine years, McGuigan bore the emptiness of his 
existence until death relieved him from his earthly misery.

The Second Vatican Council (Vatican II) had been the 
stunning dream of Pope John XXIII, When John became the 
surprised, and surprising, 12th ballot papal victor, he had 
an opportunity to attempt to make the church relevant to 
the modern world, On 25 January 1959 the new pope 
announced the council and declared that its goal was to 
bring the unity of all Christian peoples.(1) Protestant 
churches showed an immediate interest. In Canada, for 
example, both the Anglican and United Churches were 
prepared to discuss reunion with Rome.(2) In Britain the 
archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffery Fisher, was so 
enthusiastic that he made an unprecedented visit, to John 
the following year.(3) This event, led to charges by some 
Protestants that Fisher was selling out to the Papists.(4)
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Finally, the World Council of Churches, meeting in Rhodes, 
Greece, in the summer of 1962, indicated it was prepared to 
send observers to the council,(5)

On 5 June 1960 John set up 10 preparatory commissions 
as well as two secretariats under a central commission. 
Among the members of this latter organization were the two 
Canadian cardinals, James McGuigan and Paul-mile Lger.(6)
Up to fifteen other Canadian prelates, and 10 priests, also 
served in the Council's preparatory stages,(7)

After almost three years of preparation, Vatican II 
opened on 11 October 1962 with 2000 bishops attending.
In his opening address. Pope John urged the bishops to 
undertake a great renewal of the church.(8) Following his 
lead, the majority of Council Fathers rejected the initial 
schemata, or proposals, produced by the Curial dominated 
commissions. In their place were substituted more 
progressive documents. However, the conservatives 
resisted making the schema on the Sources of Revelation the 
focus of their intransigence. The Catholic definition of 
both Revelation and the Bible as sources on God was at the 
heart of the difference between the Catholics and 
Protestants.(9) On 16 November 1962 a conservative draft 
of Revelation was introduced and defeated. However, the 
vote was a little less than the two thirds needed, and it 

appeared that the conservative amended version might be
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accepted. At this critical point John stepped in and 
ordered that it be redrafted.(10)

Still the Council lacked focus at least until Cardinal 
Suenens, primate of Belgium, suggested that they 
concentrate on the Church, rather than the papacy as the 
First Vatican Council had.(11) He had scored a bull's eye. 
The first session of the assembly wrapped up shortly 
thereafter with the conservative schema under heavy 
revision and the issuance of a Message to Humanity.(12)

McGuigan, Lger, and some other prelates had an audience 
with the pope before heading home.(13) Arriving in 
Montrai two days after the closing of the council, the 
cardinal archbishop of Toronto stated that he was satisfied 
with the sessions and their frank discussions.(14) Lger, 
flying in a few days later, said that the second session 
would progress more rapidly since the Council Fathers were 
now more familiar with the schemata and procedures.(15)

With the first session of the Ecumenical Council 
finished, and Pope John's successful role in helping to 
defuse the Cuban Missile Crisis completed,(16) concerns 
began to be expressed about his health. At 83 he had been 
in better condition and had a younger mind than the 68 year 
old McGuigan. Now, however, the pontiff's age was showing. 
On 3 June 1963, John XXIII, one of the most beloved 
pontiffs, died. Although McGuigan apparently had not voted
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for him, the cardinal now called Roncalli the pope of unity 
and was even politically astute enough to thank him for 
appointing a coadjutor to Toronto.(17)

Shortly thereafter the College of Cardinals assembled in 
Rome to elect the new pontiff. Unlike 1958, there were no 
media reports that McGuigan was leading any ballots.(18)
In apparent compensation, he finally saw elected the one he 
seems to have originally wanted. On 21 June 1963, the 
"indecisive" Giovanni Batista Montini became Pope Paul 
VI. (19).

After having been suspended since the death of John, 
the Vatican Council resumed on 29 September 1963.(20)
During the second session there were serious discussions on 
the "excess veneration of Mary" (21) as well as on the 
"clarification" of the concept of collegiality (or sharing 
of papal power by the bishops).(22) The pope countered 
the ' rst idea by claiming that Mary was a link between 
Catholics and the growing number of Protestants who 
honoured her.(23) Regarding the second point, Paul stated 
that infallibility limited collegiality,(24) Case closed.

Debate also raged over the declaration freeing the 
Jews from the charge of Deicide, and allowing Catholics 
freedom of conscience in religious belief. To no one’s 
amazement, by the end of the second session, neither had 
been acted upon. They were put over to the next
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assembly.(25) Probably the chief outcome, at least for the 
laity, was that the vernacular Mass was promulgated as part 
of the schema of the Constitution on Sacred Liturgy.(26) 
However, this change was also delayed. In fact it took a 
year to bring the bill to final vote, and more time to 
implement the new Mass. As a result, in Canada there was 
no vernacular Mass until the spring of 1965.(27) Also, 
McGuigan's fears that the Canon of the Mass would be 
changed from Latin to the vernacular were soon 
realized.(28)

The third session of Vatican II opened on 14 September 
1964. This would be the McGuigan's last appearance as well 
as the most turbulent session to date. Although the 
Fathers passed three schemata (versus two in the second 
session),(29) the most controversial news was that the 
proposal to drop the charge against the Jews for killing 
Christ, and the schema on freedom of conscience again 
failed to reach a final vote. This latter defeat led to a 
"revolt". On 19 November, Cardinal Paul-mile Lger and two 
American princes, Albert Meyer and Joseph Ritter, collected 
a 890 name petition which demanded that the question go to 
the final tally immediately.(30) The pontiff disagreed 
stating that the bill needed more study since it had just 
been introduced, with a minor revision. Also, against the 
wishes of the majority, he declared Mary to be the "Mother 
of the Church".(31) As with some of his other decisions,
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this led to the charge that Paul had at least violated the 
spirit, of the council. (32) As well, the birth control 
debate erupted when Cardinals Lger, Sueuens, and Alfrink 
created a great stir by calling for a reappraisal on the 
church's position on contraception.(33)

The third session of Vatican II ended on 26 November 
1964, Unfortunately, during these meetings McGuigan's 
health showed further disintegration. He did not make even 
one speech, When asked about this, Lger said that the 
Toronto cardinal's presence "spoke loudly enough",(34)
But when he returned to Canada, McGuigan did speak. 
Addressing the media, he said that the news of the "revolt" 
had been vastly exaggerated. The dispute was, he stated, a 
matter of the "conservatives sticking to the old line and 
the liberals wanting more freedom,"(35)

McGuigan continued to feel poorly, and was not able to 
complete his New Year's 1964 levee. This was the first 
one he missed since coming to Toronto almost three decades 
before.(36) Also, it seems that the cardinal was very 
depressed at this time.(37) True, his health was poor. 
However, considering his life-long conformity to the 
church's doctrines opposed to birth control, even by 
natural methods,(38) it is not surprising that he would be 
distressed over the debate at the council. Was it any
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wonder that he i s supposed to have said that the church 
would be Protestant within 50 years?(39)

Even before Lger and the others created their stir at 
the council by talking on birth control, Pope Paul had 
authorized a new study of the contraception problem. 
However, he emphasized that the old norms were in effect, 
at least until the report was released.(40) However, 
many of those pressing for a quick decision wanted approval 
of the pill for birth control purposes.

During the autumn of 1964, it was reported that Pocock 
had previously instructed his priests to allow women to 
use the birth control pill for 18 months after the issue 
of a child.(41) About the same time, Paul re-emphasized 
that only he had the right to decide such questions.(42) 
Still the hubbub continued. During the third sitting of 
the Council, a book entitled Contraception and Holiness was 
issued by three professors at the University of St. 
Michael's College in Toronto. The most prominent, of these 
was Pocock's ecumenical expert and the university's popular 
professor of theology, Father Gregory Baum.(43) A 
brilliant Jewish convert from atheism,(44) Baum headed 
the Ecumenical Institute at the college.(45) He also 
advised Pocock at the Council. McGuigan felt that Baum was 
far too liberal, and the aged traditionalist was very upset 
by Pocock's allowance of the birth control pill.
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Therefore, It is not surprising that upon seeing the new 
archbishop and his confidant together in Rome, the cardinal 
is alleged to have muttered, "Here come the Pill and the 
Baum."(46)

The increasingly unorthodox Pocock required more than a 
snappy quip from McGuigan to stop him. As early as the 
first session of Vatican II, the cardinal had approached 
Pope John complaining of his successor's liberalism. Asked 
by the pontiff to put the complaints in writing, McGuigan 
did so and arranged for the letter to be mailed. Many 
months passed, yet no answer was received. The old 
cardinal became increasingly upset, feeling he had been 
deserted by Rome. Later he took into his confidence Father 
Vincent Poy, the presiding judge of the church's Provincial 
Matrimonial Tribunal. Poy discovered that the letter had 
never reached Rome but had been intercepted under Pocock's 
authority.(47) This interference seems to have been 
justified on the grounds that the cardinal was "out of 
it". (48) Increasingly this view was probably true. But 
McGuigan had detected an lack of orthodoxy in Pocock 
that would be soon cause frowns in Rome, and became a major 
factor in denying him the cardinalats. At the same time, 
McGuigan's plan to return as archbishop was unrealistic.
He wanted Monsignor Thomas Pulton as his coadjutor and then 
to have Pocock shipped off to a smaller archdiocese, such 
as Halifax.(49) Given the cardinal's declining health, as
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well as Rome's reluctance to change boats in mid-stream, 
there was little chance of this ever happening. Perhaps 
Pope John had just been humouring the old cardinal by 
asking for a report on Pocock.

As the debate on the "pill" raged, renting the fabric of 
the church, McGuigan's premature ageing continued. In April 
1965, the cardinal had to be hospitalized for a few weeks, 
but returned home somewhat better. Then, on Saturday,
17 July 1965, he suffered a massive stroke. McGuigan was 
70 years old, well overweight, and a smoker. Therefore, he 
had three of the classic conditions for such a disaster. 
Appallingly, he did not die, but awoke on Monday crippled 
and inarticulate.(50)

Being a true believing Christian, McGuigan knew there was 
redemptive value in suffering. Ultimately, he acknowledged 
that he had no choice but to accept his terrible condition 
and attempt to parallel it to that of the One hanging on 
the cross. Still, at times, he must have felt depressed 
and angry as did his stricken cousin. Father Elliott 
MacGuigan, S.J. Father MacGuigan, once a star athlete and 
later a professor of canon law, also had been immobilized 
by a stroke. Some mornings he would wake only to be 
terribly depressed when he realized that he was still 
paralysed. At other times, he would show an understandable
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lack of patience with visitors for whom he could only write 
simple notes and speak words with difficulty.(51)

The private care of the cardinal was costly, given that 
his whole house was dedicated to him alone. Consequently, 
there was talk of putting him in a nursing home. Available 
was the 1ess-than-a-decade old Scarborough Villa. However, 
his caretakers, Monsignor John O’Mara, and the Sisters of 
St. Martha, defended the cardinal's at home treatment 
because of his sacrifices and accomplishments. Therefore, 
the old man stayed, beloved by most of his people, defied 
by many of them, and suffering in silence.(52)

McGuigan officially resigned as archbishop on 30 March 
1971.(53) In reality he had given up all his powers nine 
years earlier, apparently at the insistence of 
Pocock.(54). On Monday evening, 8 April 1974, the cardinal 
suffered a massive heart attack that finally freed him from 
his bodily chains. He was 79 and had been out of the 
public eye for almost a decade. Still Saint Michael's 
Cathedral was filled to overflowing one week later on the 
cold, damp and overcast Easter Monday his funeral was held. 
Cardinals Maurice Roy, primate of Canada; and George 
Plahiff, Archbishop of Winnipeg were there as well as the 
apostolic nuncio, Guido Del Mestri; and Pocock.(55)

McGuigan's last decade-and-a-half had been one of deep 
suffering and terrible frustration. It was made bearable
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by his faith that the pain was meaningful, and that it 
would lead to a infinitely better place where he would at 
last find peace in the love of God. The cardinal had not 
been effective at Vatican II, even though at least one of 
his priests felt he would have dominated it had he been in 
his prime.(56) The one he had not voted for died after 
setting the locomotive of change in motion. Now, McGuigan 
thought the one he had wanted was trying to get the train 
back on the tracks. McGuigan’s major error had been 
accepting Pocock as his replacement, but. he was not alone 
in this. His auxiliary, Francis Allen, saw the appointment 
of the archbishop of Winnipeg as the "only possibility", 
and, of course, John XXIII had concurred. Unfortunately 
for the traditionalists, Pocock had been influenced by the 
spirit of the age and by Baum.

The cardinal's failed attempt to have Pocock replaced had 
been supported by the traditionalists who saw the Medieval 
church they knew slipping away. Even though Pocock seemed 
to be in step with the majority of prelates, he was not a 
big enough fish to fry considering the others with whom the 
Vatican was displeased. The birth control debate had been 
very trying for both the Church and McGuigan and led to a 
permanent breach as demonstrated by events later in the 
1960s. (57) Still, it. could be said that, the caution that 
Rome had shown in opposing the "pill" demonstrated 
considerable practical wisdom since from the mid-1960s
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there were reports that, women using the medication 
were prone to strokes.(.5M

The old cardinal ended his life with his religious faith 
under pressure, much in the manner that his political and 
economic faith had been tested in Hegina. Unfortunately, 
there was no Earthly solution this time. It was a sad 
ending for a man who tried to do good. If he did not do 
the right thing, it was often through no fault of his own. 
Outside forces over which he had no control, or unconscious 
drives in his inheritance, severely constrained him on 
occasions. Given this situation, the question remains: 
"Where does the love of God go?"
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PART III: 
McGuigan’s Psychology



c h a p t e r  ;

The Mind Wi thin

No one knows anyone e l s e ' s  mind c o m p l e t e l y - - n o t  t he  

b e l o v e d ' s - - n o t  even o n e ' s  own. However,  t h e r e  a r e  deg ree s  

of  i g n o r an c e  r ang ing  from the  t o t a l l y  uninformed t o  t he  

a lmos t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i n t i m a t e .  The b i o g r a p h e r  who does 

no t  know h i s  s u b j e c t  p e r s o n a l l y ,  or  who, l i k e  t he  p r e s e n t  

w r i t e r ,  only  knows him from f ami ly  s t o r i e s ,  and from b r i e f  

ch i l dh ood  memories ,  i s  i n i t i a l l y  c l o s e  t o  be ing  supremely 

i g n o r a n t .

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  enough of Ca rd ina l  McGuigan' s  

co r r e s po nde nce  i n  s c a t t e r e d  d e p o s i t o r i e s  and ga ined  

t r u s t  of  s u f f i c i e n t  peop l e  who had i n s i d e  knowledge of 

him to  r a i s e  myse l f  a lmos t  t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i n t i m a t e  

l e v e l .

C a rd ina l  McGuigan was commonly s a i d  to  be a manic 

d e p r e s s i v e . (1) Since  he s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  mood swings ,  i t  

i s  u s e f u l  t o  d e f i n e  t h i s  d i s e a s e .  Manic d e p r e s s i o n  

i n v o l v e s  emot iona l  ex t remes  from p o t e n t i a l l y  s u i c i d a l  

d e s p a i r  t o  p o s s i b l e  c r im in a l  a c t s  due t o  manic energy .

I t  i s  p u n c tu a t e d  by p e r i o d s  of seeming normal mental  

h e a l t h . (2) The d i s e a s e  u s u a l l y  hau i t s  o ns e t  about  t he  

30 th  yea r  and p e r s i s t s  f o r  decades  i n  bo th  men and women. 

I t  a l s o  seems t o  have a marked g e n e t i c  e lement  and,  i n
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c r e a t i v e  pe op l e ,  t h e  h i g h s ,  i f  modula ted enough,  may a l l ow 

the  v i c t i m  to  f u n c t i o n  ve ry  wel l  f o r  some t i m e . (3)

McOuigan' s p e r s o n a l i t y  seems t o  f i t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

manic d e p r e s s i o n .  A f t e r  h i s  happy days ,  he broke  down and 

went i n t o  a s e v e r e  d e p r e s s i o n  a t  35, hav ing  shown s i g n s  

of g r e a t  d i s t r e s s  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  Th i s  i s  

de m ons t r a t ed  i n  t h e  c ibo r iu m i n c i d e n t ( s )  a t  t h e  chape l  of 

S a i n t  J o s e p h ' s  Seminary.  Even p r e v i o u s  t o  t h a t ,  as  i n  

1925, he a d m i t t e d  t h a t  he had been working t oo  h a r d - -  

something  which i s  o f t e n  a symptom of a deepe r  problem.

At t h i s  t ime  McGuigan was 30 y e a r s  o l d . (4)

Not only  d id  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  age f i t  t h a t  d e f i n e d  f o r  

manic d e p r e s s i o n ,  but  a l s o  h i s  f ami ly  background showed a 

t endency  t o  p s y c h o s i s  i n  g e n e r a l .  One of t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  

p a t e r n a l  u n c l e s ,  A l f r e d ,  d i e d  i n s a n e  a t  t h e  P r i n c e  

Edward I s l a n d  mental  h o s p i t a l  two y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  

nephew' s  b i r t h .  A l f r e d  was 38 y e a r s  o ld  and l i k e  James 

seems t o  have been o b se s s ed  w i t h  money d e s i r e d  or owed . (5) 

The same yea r  t h a t  h i s  u n c l e ' s  d e a t h  o c c u r r e d ,  McOuigan' s  

c l o s e s t  s i b l i n g ,  Mary,  was born .  She became i n c r e a s i n g l y  

b i z a r r e  a f t e r  spend ing some y e a r s  t e a c h i n g  i n  Hunter  R iver  

and working i n  a C h a r lo t t e t o w n  b a n k . (6)  Like t h e  p r e l a t e ,  

who t h ro ug h  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  f o r c e d  t o  " l e a v e  t h e  wor ld" ,  

Mary became s o l i t a r y .  A f t e r  he r  p a r e n t s '  d e a t h s  she  was 

i s o l a t e d  i n  t h e i r  b ig  dup lex  i n  t h e  P . E . I .  c a p i t a l ,  cu t  o f f
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by t he  demise of two of he r  b r o t h e r s ,  and by t h e  d e p a r t u r e  

of t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  f a m i ly .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  she d i ed  i n  a 

Mont réal  mental  h o s p i t a l  s u f f e r i n g  from "psychose  avec 

a r t é r i o s c l é r o s e " ,  (7) whi le  t h e  c a r d i n a l  a l s o  had a 

p s y c h o s i s  and,  i n  t he  op in ion  of t he  p r i e s t  who c o u n s e l l e d  

His  Eminence fo r  a month i n  1960,  showed s i g n s  of 

a r t e r i o s c l e r o s i s . (8)

Because of t he  d e a r t h  of a v a i l a b l e  h o s p i t a l  r e c o r d s ,  and 

of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of p r i v a c y  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on i n f o r m a t i o n  of 

even t h e  long dead,  i t  c annot  be proven t h a t  t h e  c a r d i n a l  

was a manic d e p r e s s i o n .  Nor,  f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n s ,  can i t  

be shown c o n c l u s i v e l y  t h a t  h i s  u n c l e  or  s i s t e r  s u f f e r e d  

from th e  d i s e a s e .  However,  t h e  l i m i t e d  ev idence  a v a i l a b l e  

seems t o  supp o r t  t h e  u n p r o f e s s i o n a l  op i n io n  of t h e  p r i e s t s  

who knew him to  va ry i n g  d e g r e e s ,  i . e . ,  t h a t  he was i ndeed  a 

m a n i c - d e p r e s s i v e .

Whatever  t h e  cause  of  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  i n  McGuigan' s  

moods, t h e  e f f e c t  was a t  t imes  d e v a s t a t i n g  fo r  h i s  p e r s o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s .  When h igh  he would i n f l i c t  h i s  g r e a t  p l an s  upon 

t ho se  around him, even when i t  was l a t e  a t  n i g h t . (9)

When low, or  s u f f e r i n g  from e x h a u s t i o n ,  h i s  n i t  

p i c k i n g  could  make mee t i ngs  go on i n t e r m i n a b l y . (10)

However,  t he  amount of  work t h a t  he cou ld  do when h igh ,  

but  no t  t oo  e x h i l a r a t e d ,  may have t empted  him to  d e s i r e  

t h i s  f e e l i n g .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  c r a s h e s  which fo l l owed
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l e f t  him very  s l e e p y ,  d r a i n e d  of energy and d e p re s s e d .  

Du t i e s  seven days a week (11) gave him no t ime t o  overcome 

h i s  s l e e p l e s s n e s s .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  he became i r r i t a b l e  

and sometimes prone  t o  r a g e s ,  In h i s  d e s i r e  t o  a ccompl i sh  

more f o r  t he  Church t han  was wi se ,  he was s i m i l a r  t o  a drug 

a d d i c t - - d e s p e r a t e l y  want ing  a f i x ,  d e s p i t e  knowing t h e  long 

term d e l e t e r i o u s  e f f e c t s .

For t he  pu rposes  of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i t  i s  no t  as 

i mp or t an t  t o  m e d i c a l l y  c l a s s i f y  what McOuigan' s  emot iona l  

problems were as i t  i s  t o  come t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of h i s  t ormented  p e r s o n a l i t y  by answer ing  t h e  t h r e e  

q u e s t i o n s  p o s t u l a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  ( i )  What were 

t h e  o r i g i n s  of h i s  emot iona l  i n s t a b i l i t y ?  ( i i )  How d id  he 

r ec o v e r  from h i s  1930 breakdown,  g iven  t h e  l i m i t e d  

p s y c h i a t r i c  t o o l s  a v a i l a b l e  t hen?  ( i i i )  And how d id  he 

m a i n t a i n  whatever  s t a b i l i t y  he was a b l e  t o  a c h i ev e ?

Looking a t  t he  o r i g i n s  of h i s  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  not  on ly  was 

t h e r e  a h i s t o r y  of menta l  i l l n e s s  i n  t h e  McGuigan f a m i ly ,  

bu t  a l s o  t h e  "Sunny Jim",  who e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  h i s  35th  

b i r t h d a y ,  was pe rhaps  not. q u i t e  as  l uminescen t  as he 

seemed.  This  a u t h o r ' s  grandmother  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  have s a i d  

t h a t  no one could  be t h a t  ha ppy , c o n s t a n t l y  s m i l i n g  and 

humming t o  h i m s e l f . (12) I t  seems t h a t  t h e  young man was 

i g n o r i n g  t oo  many of l i f e ' s  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  And, i f  n u r t u r e
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as  wel l  as n a t u r e  were behind  h i s  i n s t a b i l i t y ,  something 

b e s i d e  g e n e t i c s  may have i n f l u e n c e d  h i s  breakdown.

For example,  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c s  i n  bo th  t he  o ld  and new 

coun t ry  were under  p r e s s u r e  t o  abandon t h e i r  c u l t u r e .  In 

I r e l a n d  t hey  were a m a j o r i t y  w i t hou t  power.  T h e r e fo r e ,  

t hey  t ended t o  adopt  t h e  E n g l i s h  l anguage  and,  to a l e s s e r  

e x t e n t ,  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  f a i t h .  In P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  

C a t h o l i c s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a l a r g e  m i n o r i t y  wi thou t  t he  vo t e  

u n t i l  1830 and were subject ,  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  u n t i l  wel l  

i n t o  t he  20 th  c e n t u r y , (13) Such f a m i l i e s '  c h i l d r e n  were 

o f t e n  under  g r e a t  p r e s s u r e  t o  succeed  wh i l e  not  denying 

t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  Consequen t l y ,  f e a r  of f a i l u r e  

could  be a g r e a t  h i n d r an c e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  s e n s i t i v e  

c h i l d  as  McGuigan i s  assumed t o  have been.

A d d i t i o n a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  p r e s s u r e  r e s u l t e d  from the  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  McGuigans were one of only t h r e e  or  f our  C a th o l i c  

f a m i l i e s  i n  an overwhelmingly  P r o t e s t a n t  v i l l a g e .  This  

i s o l a t e d  them at  l e a s t  on Sundays when t hey  could  not 

a t t e n d  e i t h e r  of t he  community ch u rch es .  Al so ,  t h e i r  

C a th o l i c i s m  may have a f f e c t e d  them in  o t h e r  ways.  I t  took 

George McGuigan two decades  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l  a t  h i s  

e n t e r p r i s e s  even though t hey  c o n s i s t e d  of a s t o r e ,  a h o t e l ,  

a farm and a t a x i  s e r v i c e . (14) Pe rhaps ,  t h e  r i v a l  McLeod 

B r o t h e r s  s t o r e  was more p r o f i t a b l e  s imply  because  t he  

owners and m a j o r i t y  of p a t r o n s  were P r o t e s t a n t ,  or because
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George McGuigan was r i d i n g  t oo  many h o r se s  a t  t h e  same 

t ime .

Tending t o  c o n t r a d i c t  a s s i m i l a t i o n  was t he  p r e v i o u s l y  

ment ioned 1 9 t h - c e n tu r y  b e l i e f  in many C a t h o l i c  f a m i l i e s  

t h a t - a t  l e a s t  one son and daug h t e r  should  j o i n  t he  

c l e rgy  Among t he  c h i l d r e n  of George McGuigan and 

Annie Monaghan, one son and one da ugh t e r  became members 

of r e l i g i o u s  o r d e r s ,  and ano the r  son a lmos t  d i d . (15)

As we l l ,  t he  f ami ly  ha rbou red  a d e s i r e  t h a t  James would 

r i s e  to b i s h o p . (16) Probably  they had l i t t l e  i dea  how much 

t h i s  s t e p  would i s o l a t e  him.

Another  sou rc e  of McGuigan' s d i f f i c u l t i e s  would have been 

h i s  f a m i l y ' s  move i n t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s .  This  

commenced w i th  two of h i s  u n c l e s ,  P. D. McGuigan and 

Mar t in  Monaghan, becoming p r i e s t s .  J immy's f a t h e r ,  who was 

the  son of an i l l i t e r a t e  I r i s h - b o r n  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  

f a r m e r , (17) e v e n t u a l l y  became a s u c c e s s f u l  s t o r e - k e e p e r . 

T he re fo r e ,  t he  young James would be expec t ed  t o  m a i n t a i n  

the  f a m i l y ' s  newly e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  He t r i e d .

At 16, he was school  p r i n c i p a l  a t  S t a n l e y  Br idge .  Then he 

t r a i n e d  fo r  t he  p r i e s t h o o d  a t  t h e  Grand Seminary where he 

d id  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l ,  so wel l  in  fact,  t h a t  O'Leary 

p r e s s u r e d  him to  f i n i s h  h i s  cou r se  e a r l y  and r e t u r n  t o  

P r i n ce  Edward I s l a n d  fo r  s e r v i c e . (18)
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Up to t h i s  p o in t  McGuigan seemed t o  hand l e  t he  p r e s s u r e  

w e l l ,  as  ev idenced  i n  t he  glowing t r i b u t e  by S i n n o t t  in  

1919. However,  by 1925, he was showing s i g n s  of s t r a i n ,  

w r i t i n g  that,  he could  not  co n t i nue  working as i n  days "of 

yo re " .  He was s l owly  g i v in g  way t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e ,  

something he had a l lowed t o  i n c r e a s e  t h rough  a s e nse  of 

dv y , amb i t i o n ,  or  unconsc ious  d r i v e .  McOuigan' s  

c o l l a p s e  seemed i n e v i t a b l e  g iven  t he  d i r e  c i r c u m s t a nc e s  

which c o n f r o n t e d  him i n  t h e  d r o u g h t - s t r i c k e n ,  e conomica l l y -  

d e v a s t a t e d ,  and a n t i - C a t h o l i c  Saskatchewan of 1930,

The p s y c h i a t r i c  t o o l s  i n  use  a t  t h a t  t ime  were very 

l i m i t e d .  Psychopharmic d rugs  would no t  be a v a i l a b l e  

f o r  a n o th e r  decade .  I n s u l i n  shock t h e r a p y  was not  

announced u n t i l  1933; (19 )  and e l e c t r o s h o c k  t r e a tm e n t  was 

no t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  f i v e  y ea r s  a f t e r  t h i s  d a t e . (20)

F i n a l l y ,  l i t h i u m  c a r b o n a t e ,  t h e  c u r r e n t  cho i ce  ' t r e a tm e n t  

f o r  ext reme moodiness ,  was no t  on t h e  marke t  u n t i l  

1 9 7 0 . ( 2 1 ) .  Nor does i t  seem t h a t  McGuigan r e c e i v e d  

p s yc ho th e r a py  i n  Edmonton. O 'Leary ,  w r i t i n g  t o  S i n n o t t ,  

t a l k e d  of what appea red  t o  be t r e a t m e n t  by a g e n e r a l  

p r a c t i t i o n e r  and n e u r o l o g i s t .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  however ,  t h a t  

t h e  s t r i c k e n  a r c h b i s ho p  d id  r e c e i v e  some p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  in 

Milwaukee a f t e r  h i s  ap p a r en t  s e t b a c k  l a t e  i n  t h e  autumn of 

1930.  But t he  r e a l  b a s i s  of h i s  r e co ve r y  was pe rhaps  h i s  

own m o t i v a t i o n ,  and what amounted t o  t he  d i s c r e d i t e d  moral  

t h e r a p y  of t he  V i c t o r i a n s .  Th is  was t h e  k in d ,  but  f i rm.
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t r e a tm e n t  of t he  m en t a l l y  i l l  who f o r  maximum hope of 

r ecovery  would have t o  be h o s p i t a l i z e d  e a r l y  and g iven  

i n d i v i d u a l  t r e a t m e n t . ( 22 )  This  i s  p r e c i s e l y  what happened 

t o  McGuigan. A f t e r  t h e  Ottawa i n c i d e n t ,  he was t ake n  back 

to  Edmonton a lmost  immedia te ly  and g iven  t o  t h e  " t e n d e r  

s o l i c i t a t i o n "  of Mother Mary of t h e  Ann un c i a t i o n .  Probably  

t he  a tmosphere  of t he  orphanage w i th  i t s  c a r i n g  fo r  

c h i l d r e n ,  had a s o o t h i n g  e f f e c t  on t he  a r c h b i s h o p .

P o s s i b l y  t he  p l ac e  s imply t u rn ed  out  t o  be a much needed 

r e t r ea t ,  f o r  a man who had been g r a n t e d  what he needed ,  no t  

what he w a n t e d . (23)

Given h i s  work l oad ,  main tenance  of h i s  s t a b i l i t y  became 

a major  d i f f i c u l t y  f o r  t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  bo th  i n  Regina  and 

Toronto .  The l o n e l i n e s s  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  as b i shop  

c o n t r i b u t e d  to  McGuigan*s problems s i n c e  he seemed t o  l ack  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s  i n  e i t h e r  a r c h d i o c e s e s .  

This  was i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  h i s  l i f e  as young man. He had many 

f r i e n d s  a t  S t ,  D u n s t a n ' s  Co l l ege  and m a i n t a i n e d  some deg ree  

of c o n t a c t  wi th  them in  l a t e r  y e a r s  t h r ou gh  c o r r e s pon de nce  

and o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t s .  His l e t t e r s  ment ion Henry 

F i t z G e r a l d ,  c l a s s m a te ,  s t a r  a t h l e t e ,  and v a l e d i c t o r i a n  of 

t he  c l a s s  of 1914 . (24)  Also,  McGuigan’ s " t r u e s t  id"

was h i s  former  Ch a r lo t t e t o w n  a l t a r  boy,  Wi l l i am  Power,  

l a t e r  of C h i c a g o . (25) And t h e r e  was h i s  e p i s c o p a l  f r i e n d ,  

f e l l o w  I s l a n d e r  and a s s o c i a t e  i n  Edmonton and O n t a r i o ,  

Ch a r l e s  Leo Ne l1i g a n . (26)
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E s p e c i a l l y  i n  Toron to ,  McGuigan p robab ly  had no one wi th  

whom was very  c l o s e .  His b r o t h e r ,  John,  who was a lmost  15 

y e a r s  younger ,  l i v e d  t h e r e  but  b r i e f l y , (27) S h o r t l y ,  

b e f o r e  John a r r i v e d  i n  To ron to ,  t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  g i f t e d  

s i s t e r .  Mother S t .  George,  (28) had come to  t he  On t a r i o  

c a p i t a l  wh i l e  s e r i o u s l y  i l l .  The c a r d i n a l  v i s i t e d  her  

f r e q u e n t l y  u n t i l  she s u f f e r e d  he r  p r emature  d ea t h  in  

19 51 . (29 )  His r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  o t h e r  women, such as Mrs. 

K a t h e r i n e  Underwood, were e i t h e r  t h rough  t h e i r  

h u s b a n d s , (3 0 )  or  because  of g r a t i t u d e ,  as w i th  Mother Mary 

of t h e  A n n u n c i a t i o n . (31)

To h e lp  him s u r v i v e  t he  l o n e l i n e s s  a t  l e a s t  du r i n g  the  

Toronto  y e a r s ,  McGuigan adop ted  c l o s e  compan io ns  from 

among h i s  c l e r g y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  p r i e s t l y  s e c r e t a r i e s .

There  were t h r e e  men who s t a n d  ou t :  John H a r r i s ,  F r a n c i s  

A l l en ,  and John O'Mara.

John H a r r i s  had been o rd a i ne d  by McGuigan in Regina and 

was b rough t  t o  To ron to  when t he  a r c hb i s ho p  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t h e r e ,  Th i s  p r i e s t  was a lmos t  a lways i n  a good mood around 

h i s  s u p e r i o r ,  even though he was somewhat of a diamond in 

t h e  r o u g h . (32) McGuigan, be ing  g r a t e f u l ,  r a i s e d  H a r r i s  

t o  t he  mons i gno ra t e  a t  a r a t h e r  e a r l y  age.  This  v i o l a t i o n  

of a r c h d i o c e s a n  p r e c ed e n c e ,  c aused  h a c k l e s  to  be r a i s e d .

As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  ceremony was pe rfo rmed  a t  S a in t  

A u g u s t i n e ' s  Seminary d u r i ng  a " d i o c e s a n  b l a c k o u t " . (33)
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F r a n c i s  Al lan  was a much d i f f e r e n t  pe r so n .  The son of a 

co n v e r t ,  Al len  had four  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  among h i s  s i b l i n g s .  

Al though he was not  an a t h l e t e  as H a r r i s  had been,  n e i t h e r  

wa.r> he a diamond i n  t he  rough.  He was i n  f a c t  somewhat 

e f f e m in a t e ,  but  a very  f i n e  p r i e s t  who was a l s o  p l e a s a n t  

and very even t em p e r e d . (34 )  Concerned about  McOuigan' s  

e x ce s s i v e  l abou r ,  Al len  a t t e m p t e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  d i v e r t  

h i s  s u p e r i o r  to r e a d i ng  d e t e c t i v e  n o v e l s . (35) The 

c a r d i n a l  ap po in t ed  Al l en  as h i s  second a u x i l i a r y  b i sho p .

John O’Mara was upbeat, and somewhat, l a i d  back.

Always s m i l i n g ,  he was i n t e l l i g e n t  and g r a c i o u s  l i k e  

A l l e n . (36) O'Mara a l s o  took c a r e  of McGuigan, bo th  b e f o r e  

and a f t e r  h i s  s t r o k e .  However,  he a l s o  became one of the  

l i b e r a l  p r i e s t s  (37) who d i s t r e s s e d  t h e  o ld  c a r d i n a l  so 

much. This  caused O'Mara t o  s p l i t  h i s  l o y a l t i e s  between 

McGuigan and Pocock.  He was r a i s e d  t o  t h e  b i s h o p r i c  by t he  

l a t t e r .

Being a deep ly  s p i r i t u a l  man, t he  c a r d i n a l  sought  t he  

so l a c e  of J e s u s , (38) and be ing  a C a t h o l i c  meant he 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he had an e x t r a  weapon i n  h i s  a r s e n a l - - t h e  

i n t e r c e s s i o n  of t h e  s a i n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  J e s u s '  mother ,

Mary, A,s ment ioned b e f o r e ,  f o l l o w in g  h i s  breakdown,  t he  

a r ch b i sho p  of Regina had h i s  c a t h e d r a l ,  Holy Rosary,  

d e d i c a t e d  t o  Mary, t he  Queen of t h e  Rosary .  This  

commitment could  be s a i d  t o  have worked s i n c e  he hand l ed
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t h e  t e r r i b l e  1934 drought,  much b e t t e r  t han  t he  s i m i l a r  one 

in 1930,(39)

Given h i s  d ev o t i on  t o  t he  Mother of God, i t  was not  

unexpec t ed  fo l l o w ing  h i s  t r a n s f e r  to  Toronto ,  t h a t  McGuigan 

would become a l e a d e r  i n  p r e s s u r i n g  t h e  pope to d e c l a r e  t h e  

dogma of t he  Bodi ly  Assumption of t h e  B le s sed  V i r g i n .  In 

1946 t h e  c a r d i n a l  had a p e t i t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t he  Assumption 

sent, t o  t h e  V a t i c a n .  (40) Over joyed when Pius  XII d e c l a r e d  

t h e  dogma in  1950,  McGuigan rushed o f f  to  Rome to  t ake  p a r t  

i n  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s . ( 41 )  His c la im  t h a t  t h e r e  was no th ing  to  

f e a r  when i n  Maiyhs f avour  now seemed v i n d i c a t e d ,  and he 

even spoke openly of  v i s i o n s  of h e r . (42) As a r e s u l t ,  

McGuigan was very  u p s e t  a t  t he  a t t e m p t s  du r ing  Va t ic an  IT 

t o  wa te r  down he r  r o l e  i n  t he  name of ecumenism.

The c a r d i n a l  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h a t  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  

s o l u t i o n - “ the  m i r a c l e .  For example,  he v i s i t e d  holy  men 

such as t h e  " m i r a c l e  worke r"  of I t a l y  (43) and Brother  

André.  In O n t a r i o ,  McGuigan was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  l o ca l  

s t i g m a t i c ,  Mrs. Eva Mclsaac of Up te rg rove .  S t a r t i n g  

d u r i n g  t h e  Second World War, and a p p a r e n t l y  i n s p i r e d  by 

There se  Neumann of Germany (44) ,  Mclsaac would f a l l  i j , to  

a t r a n c e  l a t e  on F r ida y  a f t e r n o o n s .  What appeared  t o  be 

b lood then  i s s u e d  from he r  f o rehead  and palms.  The 

c a r d i n a l  v i s i t e d  and was s a i d  to  have seen  t he  name of t he  

p e r s e c u t e d  a r c h b i s h o p ,  A l o y s i s  S t e p i n a c ,  w r i t t e n  in  "b lood"
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on her  forea rm.  Doubt ing i t s  m i r a cu lo us  o r i g i n ,  McOuigan 

wiped o f f  t he  l i q u i d  and t h e  name d id  not  r e a p p e a r .  Thus,  

he became convinced t h a t  Mrs. Mclsaac was no t  genu ine .  

Subsequen t ly ,  t h e  Canadian R e g i s t e r  c a r r i e d  a warning t h a t  

t he  Archdiocese  of Toronto  gave  no s a n c t i o n  to t h e  

happenings  i n  U p t e r g r o v e . (45 )

McOuigan's t h r e e  c h i e f  n o n - s p i r i t u a l  d i s t r a c t i o n s  were 

walk ing ,  p l ay in g  b r i d g e  and t a k i n g  v a c a t i o n s .  His h a b i t  of 

occa s i ona l  s t r o l l s  began a t  l e a s t  as e a r l y  as  t h e  autumn of 

1930 when r e c o v e r i n g  i n  Edmonton. Ap pa re n t l y  l o s t  i n  h i s  

t ormented  t h i n k i n g ,  he would wander f o r  m i l e s . (46)  Upon 

coming t o  Toronto ,  and l i v i n g  a t  t he  Head of W e l l e s l e y  

P l a ce ,  he would somet imes walk a c r o s s  t h e  great ,  two decked 

Bloor S t r e e t  Viaduc t .  At t i m e s ,  he would s t r o l l  w i th  

Fa th e r  F r a n c i s  A l l en ;  o t h e r  t imes  he went w i th  F a t h e r  

Kenneth R o b i t a i l l e .  I t  was i n  1957 t h a t  McGuigan, wh i l e  on 

a walk ne a r  h i s  new home in  Nor th  York,  was h i t  from 

behind  by a t r u c k . (47) I t  seems t h a t  he never  r e co ve re d  

f u l l y ,  ye t  he c on t i n u e d  t h i s  form of e x e r c i s e  ( 48 ) .

McGuigan p l ayed  b r i d g e  s i x  days  a week i n  S a in t  M i c h a e l ' s  

Ca thedra l  r e c t o r y ,  and ag a in  on Monday ev en ings  a t  h i s  

home. At t h e  r e c t o r y ' s  d i n i n g  room, c a r d s  were d e a l t  from 

12:30 p.m. to  1:30 p.m. However,  in  l a t e r  y e a r s  as  

b us i n e s s  p r e s s e d ,  t h e  games r an  c l o s e r  t o  h a l f  an h o u r . (49) 

The c a r d i n a l  l oved t o  win and was not. above g i v i n g  l i t t l e
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h i n t s ,  even though he p l ayed a good game. Even i f  t h e i e  

was no t  a quorum, he would amuse h imse l f  by p l ay in g  

s o l i t a i r e .  During t h e  1050s Monday n i g h t  games 

f e a t u r e d  t h r e e  r e g u l a r s :  t h e  c a r d i n a l ,  Bishop F r a n c i s  

A l l en ,  and Monsignor John O'Mara.  Monsignor Vincent  Foy 

b e l i e v e s  h i m s e l f  t o  have been t h e  most  f r e q u e n t  f o u r t h  

p e r s on .  Dinne r ,  and a g l a s s  of s h e r r y ,  p r eceded  t he  

c o n t e s t .  Before  each game t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  ceremony.

I t  was assumed t h a t  t he  c a r d i n a l  had drawn the  Ace of 

Spades and t he  p r i e s t  who drew the  next  h i g h e s t  c a rd  became 

h i s  p a r t n e r  ( 50) .  The c o n t e s t  would l a s t  u n t i l  His 

Eminence r e t i r e d  prompt ly  a t  9:00 p . m . (51) U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

McGuigan c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l ay  b r i d g e  even when ,so d i s t r a c t e d  

by prob l ems ,  or  d i s o r i e n t e d  by ag e i n g ,  t h a t  he ru in ed  t he  

game f o r  h i s  p a r t n e r . ( 52 )

The c a r d i n a l  a t t em p ted  t o  t ak e  v a c a t i o n s ,  but  found t h i s  

d i f f i c u l t ,  f o r  he f e l t  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  hanging over  

him l i k e  t he  sword of Damocles.  In  c o n t r a s t  Pocock 

t r a v e l l e d  to  I r e l a n d  wi th  o t h e r  b i s h o p s ,  not  on church  

b u s i n e s s ,  bu t  s imply  to  r e l a x .  (53) The best. McOuigan 

u s u a l l y  managed was t o  ge t  home to  P r in c e  Edward I s l a n d  in 

August .  Sometimes,  as in  t he  1954 S t .  D u n s t a n ' s  r e u n i o n ,  

he f o r g o t  h i s  c a r e s  and was upb ea t .  At o t h e r  t im es ,  .such 

as 1945,  he complained t h a t  he was not  a b l e  t o  ge t  much 

r e s t . (54 )
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McGuigan was wel l  known as  a compass iona te  p r i e s t .  As 

not ed  p r e v i o u s l y ,  he was t h e  s p i r i t u a l  d i r e c t o r  t o  a t  l e a s t  

one of t he  v i c t i m s  of t h e  Spani sh  I n f l u e n z a  a t  S t .

Du n s t a n ' s  Co l lege  i n  1918.  An ana logy t o  an army medic 

might  be drawn. F a t h e r  McGuigan went i n t o  b a t t l e  to 

p rov ide  suppo r t  and was s e v e r e l y  wounded. In h i s  d e a f n e s s ,  

he s u f f e r e d  a permanent  i n j u r y  l i k e  many m i l i t a r y  had i n  

t he  F i r s t  World War j u s t  drawing t o  a c l o s e ,  L a t e r ,  i n  

Saskatchewan,  he encouraged  t h e  s o r e l y - t r i e d  peop l e  of 

H o l d f a s t ,  by s ay ing  t h a t  Our Lady would soon sm i l e  upon 

t h e i r  pa rched  f i e l d s .  F i n a l l y ,  even though i t  c o s t  

McOuigan money, he had F a t h e r  Foy t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  New York 

S t a t e  where t he  p r i e s t  f i n a l l y  r e c ov e r e d  from h i s  l i n g e r i n g  

t u b e r c u l o s i s .  The above dem on s t r a t ed  t h a t ,  a t  t i m e s ,  

McGuigan could  overcome h i s  a lmos t  p a t h o l o g i c a l  ob s e s s io n  

about  deb t  i n  o r de r  t o  be t h e  i d e a l i s t  he wanted t o  be.

When f e e l i n g  w e l l ,  McOuigan cou ld  a l s o  be w i t t y .  In 

b l e s s i n g  F a t h e r  Foy b e f o r e  t h e  l a t t e r  was t o  g i v e  a sermon,  

t h e  c a r d i n a l  qu ipped ,  "Be b r i e f ,  be b r i g h t  and be gone".  

Another  t ime a t  a Monday n i g h t  b r i d g e  game, when t h e  p r i e s t  

d e a l t  t h e  wrong c a rd ,  t h e  c a r d i n a l  s a i d  p l a y f u l l y  "You 

s h a l l  d i e  i n  your  b l ac k  w e e d s . " (55 )  And even when i n  a 

r age ,  McOuigan might  be u n w i t t i n g l y  amusing.  Once, t h e  

p a s t o r  of Holy Rosary P a r i s h  i n  t ony F o r e s t  H i l l  V i l l a g e  

asked  McOuigan f o r  a l oan .  The p r i e s t  wanted t o  add a 

s t e e p l e  i n  o r de r  t o  g iv e  h i s  chu rch  t h e  opu l ence  of nearby
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Timothy Eaton Uni t ed  Church.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  a r c h b i sh o p  

was i n  one of  h i s  many a u s t e r i t y  d r i v e s  and t h e  p a s t o r  soon 

had f u l l  knowledge of t he  a r c h d i o c e s e ' s  economic g o a l s .  

Meet ing a number of p r i e s t s  f o r  lunch  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  

McGuigan grew warm on t he  s u b j e c t  and,  w i th  a f l u s h e d  f ace ,  

r oa r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  would be "no i v o ry  towers  i n  t h i s  

d i o c e s e " .  He added t h a t  t he  p a s t o r ,  who was sworn t o  

p o v e r t y ,  "would s t e a l  t he  copper s  o f f  h i s  dead m o t h e r ' s  

eyes  ! " (56)

McGuigan' s  f o cu s - -n ay  o b s e s s i o n - - o n  church  f i n a n c e s  was 

h i s  major  problem.  This  f i x a t i o n  was t he  r e s u l t  of  h i s  

f i s c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  u p b r in g in g ,  and p robab ly  became 

s e t  because  of h i s  breakdown over t he  Regina deb t .  The 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n  demon s t r a t ed  t h e  l i m i t s  of h i s  r e co ve r y  and 

p ro ba b ly  l ed  to  a second nervous  breakdown i n  1944.  His 

f i s c a l  o b s e s s i o n  showed i n  s e v e r a l  ways.  Not only d id  he 

f o r c e  h i s  s e m in a r i a n s  t o  do w i th  l e s s ,  but  a l s o  he 

un d e rp a i d  some of h i s  Chancery s t a f f  t o  an " a lmos t  c r i m in a l  

d e g r e e " .  This  i s  c l e a r  i n  t he  case  of one woman who had 

been h i r e d  t o  work t h e r e  du r ing  t he  Great  De p r e s s i on .  She 

was promoted t o  a s e c r e t a r i a l  p o s i t i o n  where she  o f t e n  

d e a l t  w i t h  t he  a r c h b i s h o p ' s  f i n a n c i a l  m a t t e r s .  T r u s t e d  

and t a l e n t e d ,  t h i s  pe r son  was s t i l l  k ep t  on a very  

n i g g a r d l y  s a l a r y  even though she  was s u p p o r t i n g  he r  mother  

and h e l p i n g  he r  two s i s t e r s  t h rough  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l .  S t i l l
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a l i v e ,  she i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be unab le  t o  speak k i n d ly  of 

McGuigan. (57 )

I t  seems t h a t  t h e  c a r d i n a l  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he had problems 

a t  l e a s t  as  e a r l y  as 1929. That  yea r  a James C. McGuigan 

of  Edmonton wrote  a c o u n s e l l i n g  company i n  New York f o r  an 

a s se s sm en t .  He was t o l d  t h a t  he was a w o r r i e r .  McGuigan 

a l s o  e v a l u a t e d  h i s  own p e r s o n a l i t y ,  r a t i n g  h i s  t h i n k i n g  as 

ave r age ,  or  pe rhaps  a b i t  above,  h i s  w i l l  as  normal ,  but  

l e s s  t han  he needed t o  be f u l l y  e f f i c i e n t ,  and h i s  f e e l i n g  

as  a ve r ag e .  To combat h i s  wor ry ing ,  he was a d v i s ed  t o  f i l l  

h i s  mind wi th  wor thwhi l e  t h i n g s ,  and s i n c e  he had t r o u b l e  

remembering p e o p l e ' s  names,  i t  was su g ge s t e d  t h a t  he s p e l l  

t he  p e r s o n ' s  name t o  h i m s e l f  on be ing  i n t r o d u c e d , (58)

For obvious  r ea sons  McOuigan was a l s o  obse s sed  w i th  

a the i s m .  This  e x p l a i n s  h i s  e x ag ge ra t e d  f e a r  of  communism 

as wel l  as  h i s  pan i cky  1937 l e t t e r  t o  t h e  dying  O'Leary 

about  t h e  blood t h a t  would soon be running  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  

of Toron to .  Al so ,  t h i s  d r e a d  i s  p r obab ly  t h e  r ea son  t h a t  

he agon i zed  over  C a t h o l i c s  v o t i n g  f o r  t he  C.C.F.  d e s p i t e  

i t s  C h r i s t i a n  hu m an i s t i c  ba se .

Driven by ambi t i on  f o r  t h e  church  and by f e a r  of h i s  own 

f a i l u r e ,  t h e  c a r d i n a l  sought  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  i n s t a n t l y .

At t im e s ,  however ,  even he r e a l i z e d  h i s  l i m i t s .  For 

example,  w r i t i n g  t o  K a t h e r i n e  Underwood i n  1948,  McGuigan 

e x p l a in e d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  meet he r  as  be ing  "due t o  a long
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and t i r e so m e  meet ing  w i th  some b i s h o p s " .  T he r e fo r e ,  he 

s t a t e d  t h e  " i n s t i n c t  of s e l f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  p e r s ev e r ed  over 

mee t i ng  o ld  f r i e n d s . "(59)

J u s t  as  so many i n  our s o c i e t y  a r e  ob se s sed  w i th  sex .  the  

p r i e s t h o o d  seems obse s sed  w i th  av o id i n g  i t .  The C a t h o l i c  

i d e a l  of p u r i t y  must have caused  McGuigan t o  s u f f e r  

i n o r d i n a t e l y  as a t e e n a g e r  s i n c e  t he  d e s i r e  would be 

so new, and so i n s i s t e n t ,  even i n t o  h i s  middle  ye a r s .  

Somehow, he seems t o  have been a b l e  to  pu t  t h i n g s  i n t o  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  An example of such ab ne g a t i o n  i s  that, of a 

man who e n t e r e d  a monas te ry .  When l a t e r  i n t e r v i e w e d ,  t h i s  

monk was asked i f  he t hough t  of s e x ,  or  even m a s tu r b a t e d .

He answered ,  ye s - - some t imes  he d id .  Then,  p u t t i n g  t h i n g s  

i n t o  c o n t e x t ,  he added t h a t  he d id  not  do many bad t h i n g s .  

He a t t em p t ed  not  t o  g e t  angry w i th  a b r o t h e r  monk bu t ,  y e s - 

- somet imes he d i d ,  and he t r i e d  not  t o  d e s p a i r  about  t he  

wor ld b u t ,  y e s - - s o m e t i m e s , he d i d  t h a t  t o o . (60) Even i f  

McGuigan cou ld  no t  be p e r f e c t ,  he cou ld  t h in k  t h a t  h i s  

mentor  was.  Claiming O’ Leary was " t h e  p u r e s t  p r i e s t  whom 

I have eve r  known", t h e  c a r d i n a l  went on t o  make t h e  b.i g 

c l a im  t h a t  t he  a r c h b i s h o p  of Edmonton had "neve r  l o s t  t he  

g r ac e  of h i s  B a p t i s m . " (61)

The outcome of  a l l  t h e  emo t ional  p rob l ems ,  and t he  

p o s s i b l e  e f fec t ,  of h i s  p h y s i c a l  t r o u b l e s ,  ( h i s  weight  

problem,  h i s  he a r i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and h i s  moon f a c e )
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he lped to  c r e a t e d  a r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  pe r son .  Th i s  oddness  

showed when McGuigan was conduc t ing  a Con f i rm a t i on ,  He was 

a t t e m p t in g  ag a in  to  g i ve  up smoking.  Monsignor John 

H a r r i s ,  s e e i n g  h i s  s u p e r i o r  chewing gum, wh i sp e r ed ,  "Gum, 

Your Grace" .  Without  changing  h i s  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t he  

a r chb i shop  took out  a l a r g e  wad of gum which he cool  y 

d e p o s i t e d  under  t h e  arm of h i s  t h r o n e ! (62) Th is  was 

t y p i c a l ,  and led  t o  one p r i e s t  a l l e g e d l y  remarking  

"Ca rd ina l  McGuigan, now t h e r e  was a s t r a n g e  man . "(63)

As a mature  p r e l a t e  he was much d i f f e r e n t  t han  h i s  

somewhat o l d e r  f e l l o w  I s l a n d e r ,  Bishop F r a n c i s  Clement  

Kel ley  of Oklahoma C i ty .  McGuigan was so abso rbed  i n t o  h i s  

r o l e  t h a t  he a lmos t  seemed t o  l o s e  h i s  i d e n t i t y .  For 

example,  t h e  only t h i n g  he eve r  seems t o  have w r i t t e n  about  

h i mse l f  was an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a book of why p r i e s t s  choose 

such a l i f e .  McGuigan t a l k s  of t he  i d e a l i s m  of t he  

v o c a t i o n  men t ion ing  t he  t o o - w e l 1 - t o - d o  young man who kep t  

a l l  t h e  commandments, ye t  found no peace  of  mind.  But he 

r e j e c t e d  J e s u s '  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  he g i v e  up a l l  h i s  

p o s s e s s i o n s  and fo l l ow  Him.

In McOuigan' s  f o r eward  t h e r e  i s  no ment ion of f a m i ly ,  nor  

of e p i s c o p a l  i n f l u e n c e  in  h i s  p r i e s t l y  v o c a t i o n ,  t h e  whole 

document be ing  a b s t r a c t  and i m p e r s o n a l . ( 64 )  In c o n t r a s t ,  

K e l l e y ' s  1939 a u t o b i o g r ap h y .  The Bishop J o t s  i t  Down, seems
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I s l a n d  h i s t o r y ,  t han  h i s  p o s i t i o n . (65 )

Al though t he  p r e c i s e  d i s e a s e  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  MrGuigan i s  

no t  known wi th  c e r t a i n t y ,  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was not 

ne c e s s a r y  f o r  our pu rp os e s .  The i mp or t an t  t h i n g  was the  

impact  of t h e  c a r d i n a l ' s  emot ional  i n s t a b i l i t y  on h i s  

pe r fo rmance .  He was f o r t u n a t e  t o  have r eco ve r ed  as f a r  as 

he d id ,  even i f ,  f o r  t he  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e ,  he was b o t he r ed  

by t he  f e a r  t h a t  he was d r i f t i n g  away from r e a l i t y . (66)  

McGuigan' s  s t r a t e g i z i n g  t e c h n iq u e s  ex t ended  h i s  p e r i o d s  of 

w e l l - b e i n g ,  but  h i s  very n a t u r e  of be ing  an o b s e s s i v e  

p e r s o n a l i t y  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  h i s  peace  of mind.  His 

w o r r y - d r i v en  temper  was l eg enda ry  among h i s  p r i e s t s  and h i s  

oddness was, a t  t im e s ,  on p u b l i c  d i s p l a y ,  Ye t ,  he remained 

w i t t y ,  wi th  a booming laugh and,  a long  w i th  h i s  compass ion,  

t h e s e  were pe rhaps  h i s  b e s t  known c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a t  l e a s t  

i n  p u b l i c .
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Conclusion

James Charles McOuigan is not significant simply because 
he was a Canadian cardinal. After all, four princes of the 
Church preceded him, and at least six have followed. He 
was not important simply because he was from Atlantic 
Canada, nor is he worth studying on account of a great, or 
prominent, personality. His national significance lies in 
his being the first cardinal for that almost invisible 
double minority--the English-speaking Catholics. 
Internationally, his appointment was significant as part of 
the globalization of the College of Cardinals. Finally, 
the study of his life demonstrates what a motivated person 
suffering from severe emotional illness was able to 
achieve in the days before shock treatment and psychotropic 
drugs.

English-speaking Catholics in Canada have tended toward 
social invisibility. This is because the terms "English 
Protestant" and "French Catholic" seemed to cover all the 
bases in both popular knowledge and, until recently, in 
historical writing. Yet, as far back as the 1881 census 
one third of Canadian Catholics were English speaking,(1) 
and recent surveys indicate that half of those claiming to 
be followers of Rome live outside Québec.(2) In 
retrospect, the critical breakthrough for English speaking 
Catholics came when they received their first cardinal, 
James Charles McOuigan. This appointment coincided with
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the emergence of Canada as an important post-war victor.
In other words, both the country and the Catholic Church 
came of age simultaneously.

At last it became almost fashionable to be a Catholic in 
the "Belfast of Canada". This was noted on McGuigan's 
return to Toronto. A grand civic reception was held at 
city hall, followed by a parade to Queen's Park for his 
reception as a distinguished visitor. At the common level, 
one priest who bore a vague resemblance to His Eminence 
reported that he had been addressed as "Sir" by a 
Protestant passing him on the street.(3) Still, 
there was not total acceptance of Catholicism, for Ottawa 
dared not send public greetings fearing an anti-Catholic 
backlash(4) and some Orange councillors in Toronto 
attempted to set back McGuigan's reception to a "more 
convenient time".

His appointment affected areas outside Ontario. There wis 
pride in Prince Edward Island that such I colossus had come 
from such a little place; there was happiness in Regina 
that their former archbishop had brought honour to the city 
and its province. In Edmonton feelings were similar, while 
in Québec City it was noted with pride that the cardinal 
was yet another in a line of princes of the Church who had 
graduated from the Grand Seminary. Even Catholic Ulster
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felt interested enough to speculate whether the cardinal's 
ancestors had come from County Monaghan.(5)

McGuicjan's new status made him the "first among equals'* 
of the English-speaking Canadian hierarchy. He was 
appointed the pope's representative at the Marian Congress 
and was able to encourage several members of the Hope 
commission not to resign, even though some of their bishops 
had ordered them not to accept any compromise.

McGuigan's appointment was also significant as part of 
the internationalization of the College of Cardinals. The 
Italians had now lost their absolute majority, and within 
three decades the first non-Italian pope in centuries would 
be selected and although there would be no Black princes 
for almost twenty years (6), at least there was a cardinal 
from Africa, albeit colonial Africa.(7) The first cardinal 
from the Far East had been selected, (8) and two men from 
behind the Iron Curtain were also made members of the 
College (9).

The appointment of the archbishop of Toronto also jibed 
with Pius's erection of a solid front against Stalin. 
McGuigan, like the pope, was deathly afraid of communism. 
The selection of cardinals from Germany and Eastern Europe, 
as well as from colonial Africa, again showed Pius's anti- 
Marxist bent. The pope's attitude was in line with the 
Cold War mentality developing in the United States,
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although the Vatican and Washington did not always see eye 
to eye over such things as extradition of refugees to the 
Soviet Union.(10) McGuigan was also part of the 
traditional opposition to artificial birth cont ol. Thus, 
he fitted into Pius's team in another way. However, in the 
1960s when the fight really began to hold the line against 
contraception, Pius XII was dead, and McGuigan, as well as 
most of the cardinals from that time, had retired.

Although his mental health was questionable, McGuigan 
accomplished a tremendous amount of good. His financial 
ability was demonstrated by the Salve Regina Fund, and 
other similar ideas that enabled Regina to at least meet 
the interest on its debt. McGuigan's acumen was also 
demonstrated by his 1944 high school campaign that was 
heavily oversubscribed and by his paying off most of 
Toronto's $4,000,000 archdiocesan debt in little more than 
a decade. Finally, his three successful financial drives 
during the 1950s showed that his administrative ability had 
not yet been destroyed by decades of excessive work.

The cardinal encouraged his people keep the faith. In
Saskatchewan he established a seminary on a shoestring 
budget, organized summer vacation schools, established 
religious classes for adults and held the great 1931 
Eucharistie Congress. In Toronto he continued similar
tactics heading the Great Missionary Exhibition and
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established social clubs to recapture adolescents who had 
drifted away from the church. Later, McGuigan held "Rosary 
Rallies" that filled the city's biggest stadiuir'j during the 
post-war period.

The decline of Nativism was in part due to the cardinal's 
quiet diplomacy and his ecclesiastical skills. He bore the 
barbs of the Rev. T. T. Shields in largely private 
suffering and played a cautious role relative t o  the 
Orange-controlled mayoralty of Toronto as well as the 
Protestant-dominated government of Ontario. All the while 
he helped, in effect, to subvert the Protestant hegemony by 
making welcome hundreds of thousands of displaced persons 
and other immigrants, many of whom were Catholic.

The archbishop's relationship to French Canadians was 
much less adversarial than Henry O'Leary's. On the one 
hand, O'Leary had exiled Edmonton's French priests to 
rural parishes.(11) On the other, the cardinal worked 
hard to expand French high school education in Toronto.(12) 
Still he identified with English Canada, despite his 
four years at the Grand Seminary and his bilingualism.
This was demonstrated in the 1942 conscription plebiscite, 
when he advised his people to vote "yes". (13)

Looking at the debit ledger, McOuigan never solved the 
separate school problem. The Hepburn amendments turned out 
to be unworkable. Therefore, the separate boards were
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forced to bear the threat of bankruptcy for decades 
afterwards as immigration overwhelmed them. It was only 
Premier Frost's recognition of the political power of the 
Catholics that finally allowed their schoo's more funding. 
These gifts permitted the system to stagger from crisis to 
crisis in a less dangerous manner until the 1980s brought a 
more liberal attitude that finally gave it financial 
security. Although it had taken a very time to get 
sufficient funding, McGuigan's low-key approach may 
have been more effective than the aggressive attitudes of 
some of the other bishops.

Unfortunately, the cardinal's political efforts were not 
always successful. In the late 1930s he failed to realize 
until it was almost too late that the most threatening 
opponents of bourgeois democracy and religion were not the 
Marxists, but the fascists. And despite his efforts to get 
rid of the Communist Party of Ontario, it was not clerical 
opposition, but the party's reaction to the unveiling of 
Stalin's atrocities, that finally destroyed it. Also, 
it was the ordinary Catholics who took the initiative on 
both the question of voting for the C.C.P. and on the use 
of artificial contraception.

While McGuigan's success in helping to establish the 
doctrine of the Assumption was personally satisfying, the 
declaration raised yet another barrier to ecumenism. The
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cardinal’s idea that Rome needed "a good house cleaning" 
seemed acceptable in 1954. However, during the Second 
Vatican Council, he appears to have felt that reform would 
lea' to Protestantism and a rejection of the role 
traditionally envisaged by Rome for the Blessed Virgin, 
against birth control and for the Latin mass.

In this dissertation McGuigan has been painted as a much 
moip complex person than the stereotyped prelate with -he 
great booming laugh who simply observed much of the change 
in Toronto from a "Protestant" to a "Catholic" city. It 
has been shown that he helped significantly to effect the 
transformation. As well, considerable formerly-hidden 
information on his emotional problems has been provided; 
and his imperfect recovery before psychiatrists had all 
those little pills to prescribe has been documented. It 
is hoped that those interested in psychology, as well as 
religion, will benefit from the cardinal's problems being 
recorded.

If McGuigan could not be a happy man here on Earth, at. 
least he believed he could earn entrance into a much better 
place. Unfortunately, his efforts to attain Heaven by 
serving the Church seemed inversely proportional to his 
peace of mind. However, given his nature and nurture 
little else could be expected.
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