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INTRODUCTION 

Juvenile delinquency is an age old problem, a 

problem that has been gaining oonsiderable attention 

within reoent deoades. The problem is very perplexing, 

one with varied aspects and often hidden causes and 

far-reaching consequences. Before the turn of the oen

tury, there was little distinction between an offense 

committed by an adolescent and one committed by an adult. 

Each person, regardless of age, was ~eld morally and 

legally responsible for the offense he had oommi tted. lJ 

The concept of the juvenile delinquent distinct 

from the adult delinquent appeared with the establish

ing of juvenile courts. The first court was established 

in the o1ty of Chicago 1n 1899, and by the middle of the 

twentieth century, every state in the United States had 

passed some type of juvenile court statute.Y In 1908 

1/ Leo Kanner, M.D., CHILD PSYCHIATRY; Charles C. 
Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1935, pp. 676-677. 

2',/ Clyde B. Vedder, THE J1JVENil,E OFFENDER; Double
day and Company, Inc., Garden City, N. Y., 1949, 
p. 229. 
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Canada drafted legislation that became the Juvenile 

Delinquent Act. !/ 

Delinquency is a term of convenience. It in

cludes or leaves out just as much as the person who 

defines 1t wishes to include or omit. Children whose 

behaviour brings them to juvenile courts are included 

in the delinquency statistics. Children whose similar 

bebav1pur 1s treated in child guidance and psychiatry 

are usually not recorded in such statistics. Techni

cally, juvenile delinquency 1s the violation of laws 

and ordinances by people under a certain age. ZI 

In a legal sense, it is defined as follows: 

••• any child who while apparently or 
aetually under the age of sixteen bas 
violated any provision of the criminal 
code or any Dominion or Prov1no1al sta
tute, or who is liable by reason of any 
other act to be committed to an indus
trial school or juvenile reformatory 
under the provisions of any Dominion 
or Provincial statute. 3./ 

, Prior to the turn of the twentieth century, em

phasis had been plaoed upon the legal implications of 

1./ JUVENILE DELI~UENCY IN CANADA, the report of the 
Department of Justice on Juvenile Delinquency, 
Queen's Printer, Ottawa, 1965, p. 30. 

2,./ Kanner, .sm. ,ill. ~ p. 6 77. 

J/ Dominion of Canada, 1929; THE JUVENILE DELINQ,UEN'f 
ACT. 
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delinquent acts and little or no attention was given 

to the treatment of the delinquent. But during the 

last twenty years, there bas been much progress made 

in the treatment of delinquents. Interest is now cen

tered around the delinquent and the reason why delin

quency ooours, not just the isolated delinquent aot and 

its legal implications. 1/ 

The steady development of this trend has been 

largely brought about by modern child psychiatry. In 

place of strict and thorough evaluations of right and 

wrong and the use of the law as a rigid measuring rod, 

a more reasonable approach has evolved which encourages 

· that the act be viewed in the light of the chil.d I s dyna

mic and environlnental constitution. Environmental in-

f luenees which act upon the delinquent, suoh as: the 

stratum from which. he has emerged, the standards preva

lent in _his home and among his associates, and the par

ticular circumstances 1n which the act has been conceived 

and carried out are all taken into consideration in eva

luating the del.inquent' s act. 2./ The 1nd1 vi dual delin

quent is now seen 1n the light of the 1mpl.1oations of 

1/ THE DELINQUENT CHllaD, Committee on Socially Handi
capped Delinquent, White House Conference on Child 
Health and Proteob1on; The Century Co., New York, 
1932, p. J. 

2,./ Kanner, .QR. J!U., p. 677. 
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all bis social relationships, his needs and the com

pelling needs of those about him. 

There tends to be confusion 1n the minds of the 

public as to the cause of delinquency. Numerous stu

dies by authorities in different professions indicate 

the diversity of the etiological factors contributing 

to delinquent behaviour. It is generally agreed that 

there is no single causal factor which causes delin

quent behaviour. Y This study recognizes the eXist

enoe of many causative factors. Since the multi-causal 

approach is beyond the scope and limitations of this 

study, its focus will be on a particular correlation 

whioh seems to exist between intra-familial communica

tion and juvenile delinquency. In other words, the spe

cific area of concern is the problem of family inoohe

siveness and its apparent relationship to delinquency. 

There appears to be a relationship between inco

hesiveness 1n the family and anti-social behaviour. 

The lack of structural integrity and bond of affection 

seems to be more prevalent in the families of delin

quents than in families of non-delinquents. The emotion

al climate of the home and the quality of family inter-

.l/ Sheldon & Eleanor Glueck, UNRAVELING JUVENILE DELIN
QUENCY, The Commonwealth Fund, New York, 1950, P• 5 • 
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action appears to have a bearing on delinquent beha

viour • 

In view of its role and function, social work 

has essentially two objectives: treatment and preven

tion. Both treatment and prevention are related to an 

understanding of the processes by which the individual 

becomes delinquent. If such an understanding is basio 

to both treatment and prevention, then a study of the 

etiology is justified. in terms of the objectives of 

social work. That is, if inoohesiveness of the family 

unit is a significant factor in the causation of delin

quency, then the hope of treating and preventing delin-

quency rests to a major extent on the application of 

social work to the problem of increasing the quality 

of cohesiveness in the family. 

The theory of family cohesiveness emphasizes the 

importance of the bonds of affection between members of 

the family and their pride and interest 1n the family. · 

In order to test the theory advanced, four hypo

theses were offered. They were: 

1. There is a significant relationship between 

broken homes and delinquency. 

2. There is a significant relationship between 
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the quality of mother and father relation

ship and the inoidenoe of dellnqueney. 

3. There is a significant relationship between 

the quality of relationship between father 

and son and the incidence of delinquency. 

4. There is a s1gn1fioant relationship between 

the quality of relationship between mother 

and son and the inoidenoe of delinquency. 11 

It was neoessary to impose some limits upon this 

study. These may be understood as restrictions on the 

accuracy and thoroughness of the methodological procedure • 

L1m1ts, of course, should be kept to a minimum but the 

. following oond1t1ons necessitate their 1ntroduot1on. 

lso there were limitations wh1oh are inherent in any 

study. The limits and limitations of this study are 

discussed in Chapter III. 

The data used to test the hypotheses were gathered 

as part of a joint project of seven second-year students 

of the Maritime School of Social Work, who were interested 

in studying delinquency. The data were collected fro 

the active delinquent files of the Halifax Regional Office 

of the De}lirtment of Public Welfare. A schedule consisting 

1/ With regard to hypotheses 2, 3 and 4, 1 ino1dence of 
delinquency' refers to reo1d1vism, see pages 53-54, 
Chapter III. 
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of forty-five questions was used for the purpose of 

oolleoting data from the oase records. The group was 

responsible for composing the schedule and oolleeting 

the data. It was the responsibility of each member to 

interpret his speeif1o questions to eaoh member of the 

group. 

A random sample of forty-nine oases was chosen 

from two hundred and twenty-three active files. Since 

many eases involved value judgements, it was deeided to 

select randomly from the sample of forty-nine, fifteen 

oases as a cross-reference to oheok for validity. In 

doing so, it was found that ninety percent of the oases 

-were oona1dered valid 1 udgeme~ts. The d1tferenoes en

countered were very slight, and therefore they were felt 

to be insignifioant in relation to ·the limitations im

posed by the researoh study. 

After completing a statistical test of sign1f1-

oanoe (Chi-square) on the data oolleeted, an attempt 

was made to relate the results of the test to the theory 

developed earlier. Fi.nally, the findings were assessed 

in the light of the values and goals of the profession 

of sooial work. 

It was found that the family background of reo1-

d1v1sts revealed a significantly less degree of reciprocal 
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parental-filial affection and a higher rate of broken 

homes and family disruption than the background of non

recidivists. It was concluded that, in order to be of 

any service in dealing with delinquent behaviour, the 

social worker must know and understand the delinquent 

in relation to his family. This conclusion will be dealt 

with in greater detail in the final Chapter. 

This study was undertaken for several reasons. 

The first relates to a closer understanding of juvenile 

delinquency. It 1s believed that the more 1ns1ght social 

workers gain in relation to the delinquent and his family, 

the more effective they may be in the area of prevention 

and treatment of the problem. Secondly, this study has 

been undertaken to increase the writer's knowledge of re

search, methods and procedure. Finally, this study has 

been carried out 1n partial fulfilment of the requirements 

for a Master's Degree in Social Work. 



- 9 -

CHAPrER II 

FAMILY COHESIVENESS 

The problem of delinquency arrests us 
peouliarly today. The mere fact that 
probably one per cent of our children 
of juvenile court age actually appear 
eaoh year 1n a juvenile court represents 
1n 1tsel:f' an unhealthy condition. Our 
conv1ot1on that this represents but a 
traction ot the total amount of malad
justment, together with the ev1denoe of 
a sp1r1t of lawlessness running through
out our entire population, carries the 
problem even deeper. l/ 

The problem of juvenile delinquency is a very eom

pl1oated one, with varied aspects, often hidden causes, 

and far-reach1ng oonsequenoes. Delinquency is not an 

isolated problem. It is closely related to the proble 

of personality maladjustment, broken homes, gang life, 

and innumerable aspects of commun1 ty disorganization. 1:./ 

For the purpose of clarity in presentation, this 

present chapter will be divided into three parts. Part 

one 1s concerned with a h1stor10al review of some of the 

l/ Wh1 te House Conference; .QR. ,ill., p. 3. 

2,./ Martin N. Neumeyer, JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN MODERN 
SOC:mTY; D. Von Nestrond Company, Inc., New York, 
1949; p. 3. 
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major theories which were advanced 1n an attempt to 

explain juvenile delinquency. Part two deals w1 th the 

personality development of the child, whereas i:art 

three is oonoerned with an explanation of family cohe-

siveness. · ~ 

PART I 

HISTORICAL BEVIEV 

Clyde B. Vedder~ Y has stated that delinquency 

1s a torm of soo1al behaviour acquired through the 

learning process, and it is generally agreed that no 

child 1s born a delinquent. He believes tba t the al

leged dellnquenoy of youth is the sum total of the 

transmitted patterns from his adult surround1;ngs, and 

the influence of response tendencies that help shape 

his personality. 

This oonoept of soo1ally-transm1tted behaviour 

is only one of the many approaches taken by researchers 

in attempting to explain the causation of delinquent be

haviour. By way of illustration of the many diversified 

theories, a review of the major contributors to the evol

ving theory of crime and delinquency will follow. 

l./ Clyde B. Vedder; .21!• .52..U.., pp. 2-3. 
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In his book, "Juvenile Delinquency 1n American 

Soo1ety 11 , Harry Shulman sta tea that delinquency had 

its origin in an eclecticism that drew its facts and 

theories from such fields as anthropology, biochemistry, 

biology, economics, history, law, medicine, psychiatry, 

psychology, and sociology. 1/ 

Scholars have sought to explain orime for many 

years. Prior to the eighteenth century, the explana

tions tended to be demonic. These explanations centered 

around the belief that th~ offender was possessed of the 

devil, sinful and depraved. This belief played an im

portant role 1n the retributive and moralistic founda

tions of criminal law. 

Edwin H. Sutherland, 2:./ 1n his book, "The Princi

ples of Criminology•, describes some of the maJor schools 

of criminology which have developed during the eighteenth 

and nineteenth centuries. The first school which Suther

land mentions is the so-ealled Classical School of Crimi

nology. This school was quite prevalent in the latter 

half of the eighteenth century. Cesare Beccaria, who has 

been acknowledged as the founder of the school, fooused 

on the Criminal Act of the offender. He and his oontem-

l,/ Harry Shulman, JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN AMERICAN 
SOCIETY; Harper and Brothers, New York, 1961; p. 93. 

~/ Edwin H. Sutherland, PRINCIPLES OF CRIMINOLOGY; J.B. 
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1947; Chapter 2. 
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poraries had emvraoed the doctrine of free will and 

its corollary that each individual is morally respon

sible for his own aot. 

This school of thought was primarily theoreti

cally based in hedonistic psychology; which, briefly, 

holds that man governs his behaviour by considerillg the 

pleasures anticipated from a certain act and balances 

them against the pain anticipated from the same act. 

Choice in behaviour was limited to this type of calcu

lation. 

Suoh a theory was onoe thought to hold the answer 

to the cause of crime. The ma.in criticism to be level

led at this theory is that the interpretation of the 

freedom of the will does not allow for investigation 

of further influences which appear to be associated with 

the origin of crime. l/ 

Following the gradual decline of hedonistic psy

chology, the focus shifted to an investigation of crime 

in terms of certain areas both geographical and social. 

Followers of this theory were interested in crime as a 

necessary expression of social conditions. Although 

this theoretical basis is given some degree of aoeept

ance, it does not explain crime 1n 1nd1vidual oases, 

lJ Sutherland, .212• ,ill., P~ 53. 



- 13 -

rather only in broad statistical terms. 

In 1850 the Socialist School, based on writings 

ot Marx and Engles, opened. This school emphasized 

eoonomic determinism. The scholars were concerned with 

crime only as a by-product. By the use of statistical 

methods, they oonduoted many factual studies, and pro

vided muoh information regarding the variation of crime 

ra tea 1n assooiation with var1a tions in economic condi

tions. This theory could be oritioized for failing to 

predict delinquency in any individual case. 

In 1875 the Typological Schools emerged. Propo

nents of the school of thought postulated that or1m1nals 

differ from non-criminals in certain traits of personal

ity. 

Cesare Lombroso, the leader of this school, held 

that criminals are by birth a distinct type recognized 

by certain physiolog1oal anomalies. He proposed that 

because of their constitutioml .nature, such people are 

not able to refrain from crime. 

With the decline of Lombrosiam popularity, beha

viour disorders were linked causally to feeble-m~naed

ness, to psychosis, to epilepsy, and to "moral insanity". 

These theories led to emphasis on the effect of emotional 
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disturbances ~nd other psyohopathologies whioh are 

commonly thought today te bear a significant relation

ship to delinquency. 

A marked departure from these interpretations 

was developed by the Frenoh social psychologist, Ga

briel Tarde. Y In his sooiologioal approach, he 

stressed the social .nature of crime. His theory 

stressed the importance of imitation in criminal beha

viour. The central proposition was that an individual 

behaves to a great degree 1n aooord with the customs of 

his segment of society. 

Sooiologieal theories have since then bad a great 

deal. of attention. During the latter PElrt of the nine

teenth eentury, American or1m1nolog1sts and sociologists 

began to formulate bypo~heses about crime based on soo1al 

theory.!/ QU1te revolutionary 1n their thinking, they 

believed that criminal behaviour resulted trom the same 

processes as other social behaviour. Early attempts to 

substitute this belief were made by relating variations 

in er1me rates to variations in social organization. 

This included the correlation of delinqueney to suoh 

l../ Gabriel Tarde, PENAL PHILOS:>PHY; trans. by R. Howell, 
Little, Brown and Co., Boston, 1912; p. 58. 

2,,/ Sutherland, .QR• .Q.ll.., pp. 56-62. 
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:f'aotors as: population, density and oomposi tion, so

oioeoonomios status of the neighbourhood, and other as

pects of sooial organization. In early sociological 

studies, notably in the city of Chicago, Clifford R. 

Shaw!/ and his associates observed a close relation

ship between high rates of delinquent behaviour and 

social deterioration in the inner-eity slum areas of 

large urban centers. 

Another prominent sociological theory was derived 

by Albert K. Cohen. ll He focused on the so-called 

"delinquent sub-culture•, a concept which interpreted 

represents an attempt to explain the existence in inner

oity areas of powerful traditions 1n wh1oh delinquent 

and criminal behaviour is the approved way of life. 

While the emphasis of individual writers differs, 

generally speaking, the sooiolog1sts take the view that 

most delinquent behaviour can be accounted for through 

the ordinary processes of social learning. In a broader 

sense, they view delinquent behaviour as a reflection of 

certain structural features of contemporary society that 

are conducive to the development of delinquency. 

l,/ Clifford R. :Shaw & Henry D. McKay; JUVENILE DELIN
QUENCY AND URBAN AREAS: University of Chicago Press, 
Chicago, 1942. 

~/ Albert K. Cohen, DELINQUENT BOYS; The Free Press, 
Glencoe, Illinois, 1955. 
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Theories which have been developed around social 

explanations of delinquency have acb.i'&ved varying de

grees of acceptance. Social theories on the causation 

of delinquency have been beneficial in providing a basis 

for social policy with regard to preventive programs. 

However, one major critic1sm is 1n relation to a short

oom1ng wh1oh seems to be charaoter1st1oally present 1n 

most soo1ologioally-based theories. While they do ex

plain some of the broader social or cultural processes 

by whioh behaviour originates they ignore, to a large 

degree, the psyoholog1cal mechanisms which may predis

pose an individual towards delinquency. 

Sheidon and Eleanor Gleuok J./ criticize -the so- ·. 

o1al-oultural approach to crime causation in the follow

ing manner: 

1. It is of relatively little help in explor

ing the meohan1sms which are operative 1n 

the mental life of the individual • 

2. The area-studies establish that a region 

of eoonom1e and cultural d1sorgan1zat1olll 

tend to have a crimillogenio effect on the 

people residing therein; pt the studies 

.J../ Sheldon & Eleanor G leuok, n. 5111. , P• 5. 
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fail to emphasize that this influence 

affeots only a selected group comprising 

a relatively small proportion of all re

sidents. 

3. They do not show why the harmful influences 

of even ~the most extreme delinquent areas 

fail to produce a greater number of delin

quent boys. 

4. They also fail to reveal whether the child

ren who do not become vietims of neighbour

hood influence differ from those who become 

del1n~uent and. if so, in what respect. 

Another approach to the explanation of delinquency 

1s to be found 1n the work of personality developmen

talists (ohief of whom are members of the psyoh1atr1o 

and psyoholog1cal disciplines). Generally, they regard 

delinquent behaviour as indicative of some failure 1n 

the personal development of the individual offenders. 

Delinquent behaviour is thought of generally as reflect

ing one or another form of personality disorder er social 

maladjustment. They believe that del1nquenoy to some 

extent can be attributed to faulty persenal relationships 

between individuals, particularly to faulty 1nter

fam111al relationships. There are various interpreta

tions of the way 1n which malfunctions in the personality 
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development of the individual ooour. 

Delinquent behavtour, for emmple, 1s explained 

by Aiohhornl./ (a disciple- of Freud) as a defeot or 

an arrest of the ego development of the oh1ld1 a per

sonality wh1oh renders the ohild susceptible to anti

social influences in his environment. 

A number of authors (Bowlby 1./ ~ Anna Freud 3/, 

Aiohhorn~) have placed special emphasis upon the 

harmful consequences for personality development of 

emotional disturbance experienced by a child during 

1nfanoy, and in particular, upon the effects of mater

.nal deprivation 1n early childhood. 

The understandi?Jg of the delinquent through psyeho-

1ogtoal and psyoh1atr1o assessment is of considerable 

importance in overall development of programs for the 

prevention and control of juvemle delinquency. However, 

theories based on oonoeption of personality disturbance 

are commonly or1t1e1zed on the ground that they do not 

JJ Alf red J. Kahn, n Social Work and the Control of De
linquency Theory and Strategy", in SOCIAL WORK, 
Vol. 10 No. 2, April, 1965. 

lt,/ John Bowlby, MATERBAL CARE 4ND MENTAL HEALTBi; World 
Health Organization, Geneva, 1952. 

3./ Anna Freud & o. T. Burlingham, WAR AND CHll,DREN; 
Medical War Books, New York, 1944. 

4/ A. Aiohhorn, WAYWARD YOUTH4 Viking Press, 1935. 
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seem to explain why there are a large number of delin

quents who do not show marked indications of emotional 

disturbance. 

It, appears from viewing a number of major theories 

of several disciplines, that there is no one theory which 

has the complete answer to the causes of deviant beha

viour. 

The most recent tendency 1s to view del.inqueney 

in rel.ation to a multiplicity of factors, all of which 

may or my not act 1n a s1gn1f1cant manner on each 1nd1-

v 1dual delinq,uent. l/ 

Martin a. Neumeyer.Y states that due to the com

plexity of the human organism and of the social world 

in which behaviour takes place, it 1s difficult to attach 

et1olog1oal attitude to speoifio acts of delinquency. 

In any given case, one factor may stand out above others, 

but usually a number of conditions contribute in one way 

or another to m1soonduot. The real causes are often hid

den beneath apparent external. conditions. These oond1-

tiens may have their genesis in deeper causes. 

l/ G l.euok & G leuok, !m• ,ill. , pp. 4-S. 

1rf Neumeyer,~. cit.~ p. 60. 
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Therefore, it seems tbat the answer to the cause 

of delinquent behaviour could be found by an eoleoti~ 

approach. The study recognizes the enstenoe of many 

causative factors. Since the multi-causal approach is 

beyond the scope and limitations of this study, its fo

cus will be on a particular rela t1onsh1p which seems to 

exist between intra-familial oommun1oat1on patterns and 

Juvenile delinquency. As a preliminary step to elabora

ting this particular relationship, it might be benefi

cial to outline the normal developmental processes exis

tent 1n most children. 

PARf II 

PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 

Personality becomes oriented to and is 
molded by the natural setting, by the 
process of social interaction 1n the 
group, and by the nature of society. 
It is the product of the reciprocal re
lationship between the individual and 
the environment. To function efficient
ly, the many segmentecl personality must 
be adjusted to the chang,;ng conditions 
of the environment. l,/ 

As the above statement implies, the development 

of personality is very complex. The child is subjected 

1/ Neumeyer, .QR. cit., p. 64. 
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to a number of stresses which he encounters in his en

vironment from day to day. The satisfactory resolvillg 

of conflicts stemming from biological, cultural, phy

sical, and psychological environment should result in 

a healthily developed personality. 

In examining the various stresses which the in

dividual encounters during the developmental years, 1t 

would seem that certain of those stresses arise in, and 

are, most significant at a i:artieular stage of develop

ment. 

Therefore, when examining the development of per

sonality, most authors find it convenient to approach 

development 1n a chronological manner - by dividing the 

life span into stages and periods. In keeping with this 

approach and for the purpose of this study, the four

fold division of infancy, early oh1ldhood, late oh1ld

hood, and adolescence ll, will be used. These arbitrary 

divisions are not intended to suggest breaks in the con

tinuity of the developmental history, for the changes 

which take place in a:ny given period are interwoven with 

the interpersonal history up to that time • 

.l/ Walter Coville, Timothy Costello & Fabien Rouke, 
ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOOY; Barnes and Noble, Inc., 1960, 
p. 65. This book, along with Stone & Church 

CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE, provide a general frame · · 
for this section. 
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To present a theory of personality development 

in a manner whioh would describe the development of 

the individual <adequately is beyond the soope of this 

study. Therefore, 1n discussing the development of 

personality, attention will be devoted to what appears 

to be the most vital area of personality development, 

(the psychological and emotional stresses whioh the 

child encounters within his environment, and especially 

within the interpersonal relationship he fov-ms). 

Also, sinoe this study is liDli ted to a study of 

delinquent boys, the theory will be limited to the 

personality development of boys only. 

In the following chronological course, the indi

vidual's introduction to the outside world {his social 

life) beg1~s at birth. The period of infancy is one 

of oomplete helplessness and dependenoy during w~1ch 

the infant's functioning 1s primarily directed towards 

the satisfaction of his biological needs. Infancy is 

usually considered to extend from birth to the latter 

half of the second year. Basically, soo1al interaction 

originates for the infant 1n his relationship with his 

mother. Coville~tates tbat the major problems of this 

.!/"Coville, fil. a1: .Q.:Q. 01t., p. 65. 



- 23 -

period resolve about the "mothering" and feeding of 

the infant. The extent and manner 1n which his de

penaen-oy needs are met through mothering will have an 

effect on how the child will later perceive both him

self' and his env 1ronment. 

For example, if the infant receives love and 

care (which may be manifested in tender handl.1ng, fond

ling, and attention of his biological needs) from his 

mother, he will most likely view the world as a warm 

secure place in which to live. Thi~ security can be 

further 1noreased 1f other members of the family assist 

1n meeting his needs. On the other band, if the infant 

receives inconsistent "mothering", he may be pred~sposed 

to the hazard of anxiety and insecurity. 

The principle need the infant feels 1s engendered 

by his hunger, consequently', the feeding situation is 

of or1t1oal importance in early personality development. 

His primary oontaot with the world is by way of mouth. 

Feeding does not only nourish the child, but also pro

vides him with opportunity to satisfy his oral drives. 

His mouth oan be thought of as a sense region through 

which the infant receives information about objects and 

their emotional meaning. 

The main problems 1n the area of feeding arose 
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from improper feeding techniques, from parental atti

tudes unsatisfying to the child, and from too early 

or abrupt w.eaning. Problems which grow out of the 

feeding situation may be carried forward to later sta

ges of development, and may serve as a focus for more 

extensive problem behaviour. Pleasant feeding expe

r1enoes nourish both the baby's body and sense of emo

tional well-being and seourity. l/ 

Between the ages of fifteen and sixteen months 

and two years, the child enters early childhood. This 

period of development ends sometime 1n the sixth or · 

seventh year. At this age, the child begins to develop 

to be more independent. This is known as striving for 

a sense of autonomy. In this period, the child's soo1al-

1zation 1s still confined almost entirely within the 

family constellation. Covelle 2:/ and his associates 

feel that parent-child relationship, authority and dis

eipline, toilet training, sexual development, aggression 

and hostility, relationship with siblings, and extreme 

frustrations and trawpatio experiences, are some of the 

causative factors of later abnormal behaviour which may 

l,/ Joseph Stone & Joseph Church, CHILDHOOD AND ADOLES
CENCE; Random House, New York, 1959; p. 59. 

~/"Coville §.t. u:, .Qn • .9,ll., p. 65. 
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be attributed to the early childhood period. 

As a child is compelled to relate to those within 

his immediate environment, it is not surprising tbat 

0onfl1ots may arise i,n the child's relatiGnship with 

his pare~ts • . Deviations within the relationship may 

lead to defective perso~lity development. 

Some of the deviations from sound parent-child 

relationships are: ' rejection, over- protection, marital 

disoord, or broken homes. Y 

First let us look at reJeotion as a deviation from 

normal parent-child relat1cmsh1ps. Through parental ao

eeptanoe, the child begins to perceive his own image. 

If an attitude of aooeptanee 1s not demonstrated on the 

part of the parent, and one of rejeetion prevails, the 

self-image the child develops will most likely be dis

torted. 

Overproteotion is another expression of rejeotion. 

The parents consciously or unconsciously prevent the 

child from developing normal independenoe 1n his inter

actions with his environment. When parents are over

proteetive, the child's natural strivings for independence 

l./ Coville, et .. al..", .QR. ~., p. 69. 

,,. 
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and his searoh for new experiences are retarded. He 

• is then deprived of the essential opportunity to test 

his environment. If a child is exposed to the exeess1ve 

indulgent type of overprotection, he may react with sel

fish, demanding, egooentrio behaviour. Or he may react 

by demonstrating need for attention and a laok of res

pons1bil1ty. 

Fundamental to healthy development of the child's 

personality is the need to be provided with the envi

ronment of parental affection, an opportunity to expe

r1enoe authority and discipline 1n a positive manner, 

a value system and a healthy masoullne 1dent1fioat1on. 

Studies consistently show that the wholesome develop

ment ,of the ehild takes place more smoothly when both 

parents are present 1n the home. !J 

Through satisfactory relationships with both 

parents, the boy 1s able to achieve a sense of his own 

personal worth and dignity. 

If marital discord is oharacter1stio of the home 

with d1voroe and separation always an imminent threat, 

the normal personality growth may be retarded. The hos

tility and negative emotional climate of the home make 

lr./ "Coville, n .. .a1.:, .2l2• _nt., p. 68. 
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it difficult for the child to use the home environment 

to his benefit 1n developing interpersonal relations. 

• Marital diseord often leads to divoroe and sepa-

ration; 1n which ease the broken home may further chal

lenge healthy personality growth. Marital discord how

ever, 1s not the only faetor which can upset the struc

ture of the home. Circumstances beyond the control of 

the parents may impede wholesome development. Death 

of one or both parents or extended absence from the home 

of either or both parents may also block the normal de

velopment of the ohild. The extent of damage to the de

velopment of the child will depend upon his previous ad

justments and other reJ.at1onsh1ps which may be available 

to him 1n or outside the home • 

Another important area of concern 1n this peripd 

1s the neoe11s1ty on the part of the child to learn to 

accept authority and discipline. If the child is to 

learn to obey the standards of society, he must accept 

the demands imposed by his i;:arents. The degree ~o which 

the child will accept the limits imposed upon him de

pends, to a great extent, upon his past relationships 

with his parents and how the limits were imposed. 

During this period, the family is the primary 

setting 1n which the ch11d develops his sooial skills 
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and learns to control his behaviour within the limits 

set for him. Parental d1so1pl1ne 1s the principle 

guide and the manner 1n which the parents apply it is 

one of the strongest determinants of personality de

velopment. 

If the parents set standards appropriate to the 

ohild • s maturity and enforce these standards 1n a con

sistent and positive fashion, the ohild usually oan eope 

with the reality demands made upon him. Whereas 1f pa

rents' demands are beyond the oh1ld 1 s reach, or 1f the 

standards are imposed 1n too r1g1d a fashion or too dog

mat1oally, the oh1l<l may respond with eithe.r rebellion 

or o~ersubm1ss1veness. Where no authority is experienced 

or where standards are provided 1noonsistently, the oh1ld 

may fail to learn the sac1al values to which he 1s ex

peoted to conform, and 1n later life it may be impossi

ble for him to adjust to the demands of maturity. 

Healthy parental attitudes build the groundwork 

for important areas of adult personality funotio.ning, 

such as relationships with the opposite sex, the oapa

oity to exohange love and affection, and the ability to 

assume proper sexual rules 1n life. 

Although the child's most significant relation

ship is with his parents, interaction with his brothers 

,. 
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and sisters may create stress and oonfliet. Adjust

ment 1n the immediate family may be affected by the 

child.' s position in the family, age and sex of the 

children, and mrked emotional, physical or intellect

ual differences among the family members. If the pa

rents handle the child's conflicts in a manner in which 

they show no favouritism, the child should not suffer 

any damage in personality development from this source. 

Toilet training, which generally ooours 1n this 

stage, is a primary example of the impasition of stan

dards of conformity. Attempts to impose standards of 

contro1 and o1eanl.1ness upon the child before he is 

physically or emotionally ready for such training may 

result 1n early ·feelings of inadequacy and fear. 

Constant threats on this aepeot of the child• s 

training can "he the cause of later personality problems. 

Psychoanalysts particularly focus on this feature of 

child-parent relationships and attribute such personal

ity traits as m1sohievousness, stubbornness, and com

pulsive cleanliness and neatness to unsatisfactory toi

let training. 

The foundation of the child's attitude toward 

sex develops around this time. Although during infancy 
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the child is aware of his sex organs, it is usually 

during this stage of development that he beoomes 

curious about sex differences. Parental response 

to this learning experience of the child conditions 

his basic attitudes towards sex. The attitude deve

loped towards sert 1n this period of early childhood 

lays the foundation for important areas of adult per

sonality such as relationship with the opposite sex, 

capacity to exchange love and affection, and the abi

lity to assume an adequate masculine role 1n life •. 

The next period, that of late childhood, usually 

extends from the age of seven until puberty, which nor

mally takes place somewhere between the ages of twelve 

and fpurteen. The beginning of this period is marked 

by the child's entranee into sohool, which generaJ.ly is 

the child's initial experience 1n socializing outside 

the home. Here he 1s faeed with the need for adjust

ment outside the family oonstella tion. He has to make 

adjustments to the standards of his peer group, the 

sehool and the community. He 1s searching for accept

ance and a feeling of self-worth in his group. 

It seems that one of the critical areas of ad

justment in the late childhood period centers around 

physical development. Physical handicaps, deformities, 
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growth d1sorepanoies, may oause severe adjustment pro

blems for the ohild. During this age, the child is 

moving out into the community to socialize. Any phy

sical limitation may pla~e the child at a disadvantage 

in his normal socialization process. The child's capa

city to adjust to problems of this kind will depend on 

the feeling of acceptance and understanding he receives 

in the family setting. 

The socialization process is natural and necessary 

for the child's development. Through this process, he 

begins to differentiate the male and female roles. He 

also learns to test his abilities 1n relation to his 

associates, and develops oerta1n elementary social skills. 

Interference with this soe1alizat1on process can 

be stressful to the child. For example, extra demands 

and restrictions on the child's time by the parents oan 

interfere with his social development and could create 

in him long-lasting resentment. 

The next stage of development 1s that referred 

to as adolescence, a critical phase 1n the growth of 

the child, for during this time, the personality under

goes a deep transformation. It is a period of stress 

in many ways. There are marked psychological changes 
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such as growing independence from family trees, 

heightened heterosexual interest, self-oonseiousness, 

feeling of frustration at the beg1nn1ngs of maturity, 

and the development of vocational interest. 

Biological changes during adolescence are natural 

changes which occur 1n all. ohildreD.. The significance 

of the stress and oonfl1ot to the individual lies not 

with the changes themselves, but with other factors. 

For example, the specific time and order 1n which they 

ooour may have an effect on the child. Parents' react

ion to changes may similarly have a developmental ef

fect. To illustrate further, the early maturer some

times 1s embarrassed and frightened because these changes 

render him different from his peers. Further oompl.ica-

t 1ona may arise i~added to this,he bas not been prepared 

by his family to understand the meaning ef the changes. 

Parental W1.derstand1ng and willingness to discuss 

the children1 s problems objectively around this area 

would greatly help lessen difficulties at thisJ;ime. 

A deqllaoy of physique and physical appearance are usually 

of concern to the adolescent. As a result, it serves an 

important factor 1n his development and ma.1ntenanee of 

self-esteem and good social relations. Improper hand

ling of the problems of physical o hange at this stage 
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in life may lead to patterns of over-compensation or 

inadequate social and sexual adjustment. 

The adjustment of the individual to the psycho

logical changes common to adolescence is very important 

to the development of a healthy personality. Th1s is 

the period when the boy must test his capacity to func

tion 1n the role of a man and to develop skills in this 

role. The 1nd1vid11al's problems become complicated due 

to the faet tba t he expects to be independent and assert

ive, but, at the same time, he is subject to adult c<l>.ll

trols. Often conflicts over authority relationships 

arise and the adolescent rebels. Rebellion 1s one of 

the important charaeter1st1os of the adolescent period. 

It is a matter of degree as to whether this trait of the 

adolescent reaches the point where it is manifested in 

delinquency. 

The adolescent's concern with the testing of his 

capacities tends to lead to preoooui:atien with self. 

As a result he my appear self 1sh, isolated, and intro

verted. If the home atmosphere is warm and understand

ing, and satisfactory group aet1v1t1es are experienced, 

the adolescent resolves his egocentricity. However, if 

such a favourable environment is lacking, the egocentric 

adjustment may prove to be lasting and may carry over 

into adulthood. 
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Another possible area of conflict 1n adolescence 

is the boy's attempt to make satisfaotory heterosooial, 

sexual, and vocational adjustments. The boy is bound 

to have disappointments and setbacks 1n his attempt to 

achieve control over these areas. By gradually reach-

ing out for experiences appropriate to his level of · 

maturity, he will usually gain confidence and will as

sume satisfactory responsibility . in each. Factors which 

may interfere with adequate heterosocial and sexual de

velopment are: delayed physical development, over-res

triotive parents, and feeling of inferiority and i~de

quaoy. Likewise, conflicts around vocational adjustments 

may arise as the result of improper guidance, 1nd1fferenoe 

of parents, and individuals, and lack of proper fao1lit1es. 

In d1souss1ng the development of personality 

throughout the various stages (from infancy to adoles

cence) attention was given to certain types of damage 

that could result if stresses and conflicts are not re

solved 1n a satisfactory manner by the 1neiv1dual eon

oerned at the appropriate time. However, it was not 

pointed out how a delinquent personality may result from 

improper handling of these stressful situations. This 

wa·s omitted to avoid repetition 1n the presentation. 

In geneml, delinquent behaviour may be only one of the 
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many symptoms of personality damage. For emmple, 

rejecting parents may produce a state of anxiety 1n 

a ehild. This anxiety may in turn be manifested 1n 

neurotic symptoms, such as enuresis. Y The anxiety 

may al.so be a manifestation of frustration and hosti

lity combined, whioh oould be expressed 1n an outward 

direot manner such as 1n stealing er truancy, which 

are considered delinquent behaviour. It may be further 

generalized if the oh1ld suffers major deprivations 

(especially 1n the areas described as critical to the 

normal adjustments of the oh1ld), he may react with an 

aggressive response. Al It 1s the reaction wh1eh usually 

l.eads to delinquent behaviour. Lauretta Bender defines 

aggression as: 

A symptom complex resulting from de
privations wh1oh are caused by deve
lopmental discrepancies 1n the total 
personality structure such that the 
constructive patterned drives for act
ion in the ohild find inadequate means 
of satisfaction and as a result 1n am
plifie~tion or disorganization of the 
drives' into hostile or destructive 
aggression. .3J 

1/ 11 Coville, n .. il• n , _sm. ,ill. , P• 149. 

2,./ Lauretta Bender, "Genesis of Hostility in Children• 
in AMERICAN JOURNAL OE' PSYCHIATRY; Vol. CV, No• 4, 
1948, p. 242. 

J./ Lauretta Bender, .2l2• ill_. , P• 242. 
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PART. III 

From the previous section on personality deve

lopment, it oan be recognized that the h-ruDan person

ality grbws largely through relationships with others. 

Sinoe family relationships are of importanoe in the 

ind1vidual 's growth, it is necessary that the home at

mosphere contain sufficient warm, intra-famil~al rela

tionships if normal persoDal1ty is to occur. 

Supporting this belief, Aiohhorn, Friedlander 

and Eisser share the view tbat behaviour 1s largely 

determined. by early childhood experiences. If parents 

have shown real affeot1on acoompan1ed by reasonable me

thods of control in early childhood, the chances of per

sistently hostile aggressive behaviour in the youth are 

minimized. l/ Convei-sely, studies have been oonduoted 

which demonstrate the relationship between developmental 

defects and delinquency. For example, Harris B. Peck 

and Virginia Bellsmith Y amlyzed major deprivation 

l/ Sophia M. Robison, JUVENn.E DEL~UENCY, ITS NATUBE 
AND CONTROL; Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 
1960, p. 75. 

2/ Harris B. Peck & Virginia Bellsm1th; TREATMENT OF 
THE DELINQUENT ADOLESCENT; Family Service Associa
tion of America, New York, 1954, pp. 8-9. 
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experienced by more than one thousand delinquents 

treated ih their clinic. For the purpose of analyzing 

the deprivation experienced by these children, they 

were placed 1n categories that oorresponded to the va

rious childhood developmental phases. 

First, as infants, they experienced the depriva

tion of such love manifestations as handling, fondling, 

kissing, parental attention, as well as laok of food, 

warmth and opportunity for motor activity. The absence 

of any of these essentials constitutes a defeat in the 

foundation of the ch1ld 1s growth and security. 

Second, during the period from three to six years 

of age, the child's deprivations stem from inadequate 

1nterperso.nal relationships within the family constella

tion. During this period, disturbances in the parental 

relationships such as separation or inf~delity of the 

parents may warp the emotional development of the child. 

Parental attitudes toward the child and his activities 

during this phase of development may critically affect 

his entire mode of operation. 

Third, from the age of s1x, the most significant 

deprivations seem to relate to interference with his 

need for soo1al expression. The delinquents studied 
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seemed to have been deprived of the opportun1ty to 

develop physioal, intellectual, artistic, and soo1al 

Skills. 

There seems to be a possibility of pathology 

being produced 1n the individual if there is a distor

tion 1n the way the inherent stresses and needs of the 

various developmental stages are met. 

Since normal family life appears to minimize 

distortions 1n the way 1n wh1oh the oh1ld' s needs are 

met, it 1s not surprising to see that these distortions 

are more significant in 1noohes1ve families.!/ 

Nathan Aekerman def1nes the quality of a family 

cohesiveness as follows: 'Family cohesion is expressed 

in warm close cooperative family relations. This may 

lead to strengthening of its members and promote free 

and creative personal development". 2./ 

The Gleuoks describe cohesiveness of the family 

unit 1n the following manner; Marked, Some, None. 

l./ Sheldon & Eleanor Gleuok, .2J2• ,ill., p. 115. 

2,./ Nathan W. Ackerman, THE PSYCHODYNAMICS OF FAMILY 
LIFE; Basic Books Ino., New York, 1945, p. J4. 
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Cohesiveness is obaraoterized by an atmosphere 

of affection and wholesome interdependence and inter

aotion involving parents and children alike. In gene

ral, the fabric of family relationships should be firm 

and supportive as far as the child is concerned. 

(a) Marked Cohesion: A strong •we• feeling 

among members of the family, evidenced 

by co-operation, group interest, including 

_social and recreational pursuits, pride 1n 

the home, mutual affection and concern. 

There is an accept1.Dg and protective atti

tude between pareats and children offer

ing a sense of seourity. The family en- ·· 

joys being together, planning together 

and having fun together. A. feeling of 

unity prevails. A markedly oohesive fa

mily can exist even though a father or a 

fa ther-subst1 tute is not a IBrt of the 

family group. If the mother is a warm, 

accepting person, oonoerned for her 

ch1ldren, fosters group interest, has 

pride 1n her home and a relaxed atmos

phere prevails, the home oan be noted as 

cohesive. 
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(b) Some Elements of Cohesion: This category 

implies that although the home may not be 

markedly cohesive, there are nevertheless 

some strengths, ties and security 1n the 

family's interpersonal relationship. 

(o) No Element of Cohesion: Self interest 

prevails. There 1s no feeling of unity within 

the family. Each member more or less shifts 

for himself. The atmosphere 1s tense and oold. 

Th1s category is diametrically opposed to the 

markedly oohesi ve home. Y 

The Bleuoks observed 1n their study Y that the 

q~l1ty of cohesiveness was more prevalent 1n the home 

of the non-delinquent than 1n the home of the delinquent. 

This seems to indicate that the najor1ty of delinquent 

boys were deprived of a warm, wholesome, stable home at

mosphere whioh appears to be so necessary 1n promoting 
• 

healthy personality development. 

Carl Rogers, 3./ 1n his study of 1,927 oase re

cords from the Inst1 tute of Child Guidance in New York 

Y A Manual of Proeedures for the Application of the 
Gleuok Prediction Table; Youth Board Research Ins
titute of New York, 1965, pp. 24-26. 

2.1 Sheldon & Eleanor Gleuok, g,:e • .Qll., p. 115. 

j/ Harry Shulman, "Family Life and Delinquency", 1n 
PROBLEM OF DELI~UENCY, 1951, Sheldon Gleuok, (ed.), 
New York, p. :34. 
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has pointed out the importance of cohesiveness 1n the 

home 1n relation to the prognosis ot the child's de

linquent behaviour. He observed that the c11n10 1 s 

success 1n dealing with the children depended on the 

marital adj~stment of the Jarents, the emotional tone 

of the home, and the behaviour and attitudes of the 

paeents toward the child. 

Authorities from various disciplines have made 

referenoe to the relationship which exists between 

delinquency and family 1ncohesion. For example, the 

Committee on Socially Handicapped Delinquent reports 

the following: 

In a family where the interplay of 
relationship is based on healthy ac
ceptance and on an integrated har
monious esprit de corps, conflict 
and compromise may never become so 
orustallized that an individual in 
the group feels that he is under
going hardship. Often, however, 1n 
less satisfying family life, this 
conflict of needs expresses itself 
in behaviour which 1s socially un
acceptable, and out of just such a 
situation we find delinquency arising. l/ 

It is the purpose of this study to show that the 

presence of cohesiveness within the family serves as a 

major deterrent to delinquency among children. The 

,!/ White House Conference, M• .ill,. , p. 87. 
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Gleucks, stress two basic elements which comprise a 

oohesi ve home. These are: the emotional olima te of 

the home, and the structural integrity of the home. 

These elements serve as general 1nd1oators of the ab

sence or presence of cohesiveness 1n the home. 

While the specific indicators of cohesiveness 

will be discussed 1n the following chapter, these two 

g~neral indicators (emotional climate of the home and 

struotural_integrity) will be discussed now 1n view of 

their relationship to deviant behaviour. It seems that 

the disruption of either or both of these qualities may 

prohibit the fulfilment of the family's social functions. 

The aborted social functions may in turn produce a wide 

variety of social d1sfunotion1.ng and maladaptation 

among the children. l/ 

Studies have consistently found that mny crimi

nals come from inconsistent, conflicting homes. Per

haps the best known work illustrating this point has ·· 

been done by Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck. 2/ 

1J Sheldon & _ Eleanor Gleuok ~ A. DELINQUENT lN THB 
MAKING, Harper and Brothers, New York, 1952, 
pp. 59-64. 

2,./ Sheldon & lileanor Gleuck~ UNRAVELING JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY, .2l!• .Q.ll.., 
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They report several important differenoes bet

ween the homes of delinquents an4 non-del.inquents. 

They presented supporting data on physical adequacy of 

the home, family income, size of household, marital 

status of parents, and quality of family life. Under 

the general heading of family life, the Gleuck's exa

mined the two groups 1n respect to some of the less dy

namic aspects of family life: orderliness of the home, 

family pride, self-respect, ambitiousness, oonduot 

stan~rds 1n the home, conjugal relations of the pa

rents, supervision of children and cohesiveness of 

family. 

The poorer quality of family life was clearly 

reflected in the delinquent group. There was less 

planning of household routine and a less refined cul

tural atmosphere. Their families were less self-res

pecting than the families of the non-delinquents. 

Positive relationship between the parents and super

vision of the children was present to a lesser degree, 

in the delinquent home. 

Healy and Bronner1/ using control groups, stu

died families of delinquents and non-delinquents, with 

l./ Bennet Ivy, DELINQUENT AND .NEUROTIC CHn.mEN; 
Basic Books Inc., New York, 1960, p. 156. 
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regard to the nature of the interpersonal relation

ships with these families. Their project had consi

derable significance. Results emphasized that emo

tional factors such as frustrat1en, insecurity, feel-
' . 

1ngs of 1nfer1or1ty and rejection, denial, jealousy, 

guilt, and manifold reactions of family disharmony 

were much more prevalent 1n the families of the delin

quent groups studied. 

Aiohhorn.2./ stressed the danger of unhealthy 

family relationships which failed to permit normal ad

justment to social life. Some of the elements which 

he considered as nan1festat1ons of unhealtey family re

lationships were: 1llappropriate emotional responses, 

such as over and under-responding to stimuli, insuffi

cient demonstration of love for the children from one 

or other parent, parental quarrels, difficulty in adop

ting acceptable and satisfactory sexual behaviour and 

inconsistency 1n adm1n1ster1ng discipline. 

. In the Cambr,1dge Somerville Youth Study, the 

factor of marital oompatability was also tested. Re

sults revealed that many more delinquent homes were 

i/ Bennet Ivy, ~bid., p. 156. 
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inoompatible and that few were cohesive. l/ 

Studies by the Gleuok 1 s and others, mentioned 

above, were focused toward the analysis of environ

mental factors and forces aot1ng on the delinquent in 

his home. As it was expected, a differential pattern 

of feelings, attitudes and behaviour appeared whioh 

made it possible to asoribe characteristics of a causa

tive nature to the delinquent's family relatt1onsh1ps. 

As was stated previously, because relationships 

between family membe~s are considered among the factors 

oruo1al to the production of delinquenoy, these relation

ships will be the central focus of attention in this 

study. Social work has moreover emphasized its reoog

n1tion of the relationship between the quality of the 
I 

individuals family atmosphere and later pathological 
- -

processes, and in this way, a study relatillg beha~iour 

patterns to primary socialization patterns is warranted. 

It is thought that if the quality of family interaction 

has a bearing on delinquency, then unhealthy relation

ships will be more prevalent in families of delinquents 

than 1n families of non-delinquents. 

1,/ McCord, McCord &·Zolo, ORIGINS OF CRIME; Columbia 
Univwrsity Press, New York, 1959, pp. 78-85. 
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In conclusion, it can be recognized that the 

human personality grows largely through relationships 

with others • . Sinoe family relationships are of pri-

• mary 1mportanoe 1n the individuals growth, it is ne-

cessary that the home atmosphere contain sufficient 

cohesiveness, if normal personality development 1s to 

oocur. It is felt that the emotional environment with

in the family has a direot effect on the child's beha

viour 1n this way. 

For those interested in delinquency or 
any form of behaviour, the challenge in 
sooial researoh lies 1n trying to deter
mine the drives and interest, amb1 tions 
and thwartbing in the child and the net
work of life from which he comes. Out 
of such a study, more tangible proof may 
ultimately be obtained that the direct
ion of the child's later behaviour is 
determined largely 1n the reaction of 
his oonstitut10.nal make-up to his fa
mily group. ]./ 

In this Chapter, a historical review of some of 

the major theories bas been presented. Also, an attempt 

has been made to outline the broad theoretical background 

which illustrates that relationships exist between fami

lial interaction and normal personality development. 

Particular emphasis was placed on the concept of faml.y 

cohesiveness. 

l,/ White House Conference, .2l2• ,ill., P• 79. 
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Th~ followi.ng chapter will develop the specific 

theoretical basis relating to family cohesiveness and 

an at~~!llPt will be made to submit four psyehologieal 

and sooiolog1eal hypotheses to test this theory. 

A methodological design for the testing of this 

theory will be included in Chapter III. 
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CHAPTER III 

STUDY DESIGN 

The importance of the family as a defense against, 

or a causal factor in, anti-sooial behaviour has long 

been recognized 1n the field of sooial work. Aooording 

to the theoretical base of this study, no large sooial 
' 

institution can have a more wholesome and positiv~ ef-

f eot upon the growth and behaviour of the child than 

the home. It is axiomatic that a home_, which 1s broken 

or 1Dadequate and thus fails to demonstrate affection 

and understanding, may have a devastating effeot on a 

child's growth and behaviour. 

Aocordi.ng to Neumeyer, l/ the family is potent

ially the most effective agency of sooial control. A 

normal family has long been regarded as the best insu

rance against delinquency, whereas a family that 1s 

structurally incomplete or that functions inadequately 

1s handicapped in carrying out its responsibilities to

ward the children. 

Harry M. Shulman says that: •Juvenile delin

quency is more than a formal breach of the conventions; 

'J&/ Martin w. Neumeyer, J:m• ~., p. 111. 
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1 t 1s 1nd1oat1ve of an acute breakdown 1n the normal 

functions of family life.' l.l 

This study will attempt to show the ex1ste.nue 0f 

a relationship between the incidence of delinquency 

and the lack of cohesiveness in the home. 

A home 1s generally oons1dered to be cohesive 1t 

the i;arents have affection for eaoh other and share a 

mutual reo1procal affection with the eh1ldren.; if the 

members take some pride in the family unit; and if 

they co-operate and psrt1oipate together 1n family ao

t1vities. 

A cohesive home should create a wholesome atmos

phere of love, understanding and aooeptanoe. Such a 

home demonstrates genuine devotion of members toward 

one another and solidarity of family group. Function

ally, family cohesiveness encourages psyohologioal de

velopment, oonfidenoe, frankness, respect fer the indi

vidual and for sooial norms, and provides an atmosphere 

conducive to healthy emotioml expression. 

If this theoretical base is accepted, then it 

will follow that family cohesiveness is an important 

1/ Harr¥,,H. Shulman, "The Family and Juvenile Delin
quency", .Q.12• ~., P• 128. 
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factor 1n insulatixig the child of such a fam117 against 

delinquency. This is thought to take place 1n the fol

lowing manner: J./ 

1. It permits positive 1dent1f1oat1on. Ther,e 

is little role oonfliot within the cohesive family. 

The father and mother portray a strong "ego ideal• for 

the children. They are respected and admired. In a 

stable home environment, the individual bas a good 

ohanoe for a healthy 1dentif1oat1on with pirents. The 

child takes pride in belonging to the fam117 group. 

The home, moreover, allows for free oommun1oat1on, and 

this facilitates the oh1ld1 s aooeptanoe of his parents 

as models for identification. . From the kind of rela

tions he has with his parents, the child derives 1n 

large measure the quality of being able to relate in

timately to other persons. Y 

2. It disallows disruptive, aggressive expression. 

The home atmosphere encourages oo-operat1on and under

standing among family members. There is a m1n1mum of 

anxiety~p~ovoking situations. Arguments do not dominate 

family gatherings or involve lasting bitterness. Child-

lr,/ The following four points derive from three main 
sources. Ackerman, .212• ,S!ll., Stone and Church, 
.w2• .Q.ll.., White House Conference, _sm • .Q.ll. 

'l:./ Ernest W. Burgess & Harvey J. Loohe; !:L'HE FAMILY, 
American Book Co., New York, 1945, pp. 251-253. 
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ren ·of suoh homes learn to relate to others 1n a be

nign, unaggressive manner and appropriate social oon

duct tends to be onaraoteristic of them. 

Healy and Bronner found that no lees 
than 91 percent of the del.inquente exa
mined in their study gave clear evidence 
of being or having been very unhappy and 
disoontented or otherwise extremely dis
turbed because of emotional- p~ovoking 
situations or experienoes. Similar inner 
stresses were found, at most, 1n only 13 
percent of the control group. The authors 
classified the emotional disturbanoe with
in delinquents into suoh divisions as: a 
keen feeling of being reJected, deprived, 
inseoure, unloved and not understood; 
deep feel.1ngs of being thwarted other 
than affeotionately; feeling of 1nade
quao1es or inferiorities in home, school, 
or in relation to oompanionship or to 
sports; intense feelings of discomfort 
about family disharmonies, IBrental m1s-
0onduot, parental errors of discipline 
or management, or other conditions of 
family life. l/ 

J. It provides stability and seour1ty. The co

hesive home provides a feeling of unity and together

ness. Its overall stability does not allow for marked 

fluctuation 1n the assignment and carrying out of indi

vidual and colleotive roles 1n day-to-day living. 

There are strong indications that such functional sta

bility and consistency have a direct bearing on the 

1J Martin H, Neumeyer, JUVENn.E DEl:,I~UENCY IN MODERN 
SOCIETY; D. Van Nostrand Co. Inc., Toronto, 1949, 
p. 79. 
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child's deep-lying feeling of "basic trust" and secu

rity. Psychological assessment of juvenile delinquents 

has shown that there is an impressive and overwhelming 

lack of such feeling of self-worth and seourity. J/ 

In considering the child in his family environ

ment, it is essential to think of the developmental 

need of basic security which must be satisfied if de

linquent behaviour is to be prevented. The way in which 

his needs are met is important 1n the development of the 

ohild; satisfaction of his needs represents security to 

the oh1ld. If the family environment 1s unstable and 

the individual needs are met inconsistently, the child 

is likely to become frustrated and anxious, and gradu

ally develops a lack of trust and oonfidenoe in his 

environment. 1/ 

4. It demonstrates acceptable social behaviour. 

In the cohesive family, the child gets his first sense 

of what is right and what is wraDg. He learns values 

which are aooeptable to society. He is trained through 

instruction and example to respect the rights of others. 

A cohesive home demonstrates human dignity and a respect 

~/ Neumeyer, ..Q;Q • .Q.ll., p. 79. 

2,/ White House Conference, p. 80. 
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tor authority. 

If homes,wh1ch are not broken either 1n their 

role allocations or emotional climate, permit the exis

tence of these four qualities, then one would expeet 

to find the reverse of these qualities in homes which 

are structurally and emotionally disfunotional. 

It 1s the contention of this study that if cohe

siveness is a factor in prevent1Dg delinquency, then 

one would expect to find a significantly lesser degree 

of this qual1 ty 1n the home of delinquents who have 

committed more than one offense as compared to those 

of delinquents who have committed one offense. 

The basis of this contention - that reoidiv1sts 

will be significantly differentiated in regard to the 

crucial factors from non-recidivists - may seem readily 

acceptable from an intu~tive understanding. However, 

it 1s more difficult to Justify on a logical level. 

The rationale 1s as follows: 

It 1s felt that there is a significant relation

ship between the degree and strength of this crucial 

factor of cohesiveness and the degree of the individual's 

del1nquenoy. That is, it is expected that an examination 

of the families of non-recidivists should show a sign1-
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f1cantly milder form of 1noohesiveness than the fami

lies of recidivists. If this ts so, then it may be 

expected that judgment as to the absence of family co

hesiveness will be less obvious in the backgrounds of' 

Juveniles who committed only one delinquent offense 

(i.e. non-recidivists). 

The quality of cohesiveness is a factor that is 

not readily accessible to empirical investigation. 

One 1nd.1eat1on of cohesiveness as defined would be the 

bonds of affection between family members. 

Although affection is not reaai]y demonstrable, 

it may be implied by certain other phenomena thought 

to 1nd1oate the presence of love. 

Another indication of cohesiveness is family 

solidarity. This refers to the maintenance of normal 

roles. This quality 1s easier to assess. One ind1-

cat1en of' it~ lack is the 'broken home'. 

The general proposition advaneed is that Juve

niles who have established a P:1ttern of' delinquent be

havi0ur should reveal in their family background con

jugal disruption and parental-filial emotional separa

tion. · For the purpose of this study·/ the above-
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mentioned will be used as 1nd1eators of the lack of 

cohesiveness. 

This testable proposition will be br0ken down 

into four testable hypotheses: l/ 

l. • • • that a sample delinquent population 

should reveal a significantly greater incidence of 

divorce, separation, death of either or both parents 

or desertion within the family than a sample non

dellnquent population. 

2 •••• that there 1s a significant relation

ship between, !the lack of reo1procal. affection between 

father and son and the 1noidenoe of delinquency. 

3. • •• that there 1s a significant relati0n

sh1p between the lack of reciprocal affection between 

mother and son and tn.e incidence of delinquency. 

4 •••• that there 1s a significant relation

ship between the lack of reciprocal affection between 

mother and father and the incidence of delinquency. 

Therefore, it is proposed that in tn.e family back

ground of delinquents, there should be an indication of 

J../ With regard to hypotheses 2, 3 and 4, "1ne1denoe 
of delinquency" refers to recidivism, see Ch. 3, 
pp. 53-54. 
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structure-role disintegration as evidenced by 11 broken 

liomes" and evidence of a lack of intra-familial affeot-

1on. 

A broken home will be defined by this study as 

a household 1n which the child has been deprived of one 

or both natural parents by death, separation, or desert

ion. 

Parental-filial affection or the reoiprooal 

affection of husband, wife and son is the mutual ex

pressing of positive feelings through understanding 

and concern for the well-being of one a11other. 

Findings from GleU:pks:1 studies indicate that 

there is a basis f'or attributing validity to the bypo

thetioal relationship between thes·e factors and delin

quency. 1/ Where this study will depart from the purely 

descriptive studies carried out 1n this area by the 

Gleuoks, is 1n Jj)Ostulating a theoretical basis to ao~ 

eount for delinquency and in applying emp1r1oal tests 

to the derived hypotheses. Although the basic theory 

does not purport to be 1n any way comprehensive in re

gard to i~s explieation of the causative processes in 

lJ Sheldon & Eleanor G leuck, UNBAVELUG JUVENn.E 
DELI~UENCY, n. cit., pp. 108-1:,4. 
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delinquency, some insight might be gained through 

such a study. It is, after all, in this apieoemeal1 

way that an inclusive body of theory is bU1lt up, re

vised and substantiated. 

For the purpose of this study, data were obtained 

from active files of delinquents seen at the Regional 

Office of the Department of Public Welfare. It 1s dif

ficult to select any accurate indicator of child-parent 

affection without conduot1ng 1nd1v1dual assessments 

through personal interviews. However, an exploration 

of boys' and i;:arents' feelings for one another, conducted 

in this manner, bad to be discarded due to time l1m1tat1on. 

Due to this limitation imposed by a lack of time, infor

mation with regard to broken homes and oh1ld-parent re

lationships was extracted from case records by means of 

a schedule drawn up for this purpose. 1/ The parental

filial bonds of affection were measured by means of a 

value judgment from the contents of case records of de

linquents. Judges evaluated the records with a v1ew to 
. 

answering the questions on the schedule. The information 

regarding parental-filial love in the home was marked 

either present, absent or uncertain by either an implicit 

or explicit statement in the case record • 

1/ Schedule is shown 1n Appendix A. 
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The records were again evaluated 1n the same 

way by a different judge in order to cross-reference 

the value judgments. In approximately ten percent of 

the answers on the schedule, some d1serepanoy appeared 

in the value judgments of the two judges. 

Another limitation encountered in undertaking 

the study was the fact that the case material was not 

prepared for research purposes. However, this did not 

impose a great restriction on the methodology s1nee the 

presence or absence of affection seemed to be well doeu~ 

mented 1n al.most all case recordings. 

In place of control groups, reo1d1v1st and non

reo1d1v1st groups were used for comparison of factors 

under study. This was a limitation. It is a more 

ideal design to oom]:8re delinquents with non-delin

quent ·control groups, since this allows not only for 

the broad acceptance or refutation of the hypotheses, 

but also gives an indication of the statistical ooour

renoe of the variables among the two groups. 

In order to test the first hypothesis, the rate 

of incidence of broken homes in the delinquent group 

was oomi:ared to the rate of broken homes in Nova 

Scotia, as determined by census data. 
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The census statistics do not distinguish legally 

married parents and common law unions. Therefore, 1n 

order to make an accurate comparison, the common law 

unions 1n the delinquent population will be included 

under pairents living together, and if a breakdown oo

ours in this union, 1t will be referred to 1n the same 

manner as a breakdown in married Unions. 

Due to the number of active files, it was neces

sary to choose a random sample. As a result, 49 oases 

were selected from the total population of 223 aotive 

dellnquent files. In order to prevent any bias in the 

selection" of files, a table of random numbers was used 

in drawing the random sample. 

STATISTICAL PROCEDURE 

After selecting a hypothesis as a test of acer

tain theory, the collected empirical data should yield 

direot information on the aoceptability of the hypo

thesis. In order to reach an objective decision as to 

whether the particular hypothesis is confirmed by a set 

of data, it is necessary to have an objective procedure 

for either rejecting or accepting that hypothesis. One 

acceptable method of adding objectively is to state it 

first in the null form. ll 

1/ Sidney Siegel NONPARAMETRIC STATISTICS FOR THE BEHA
VIOURAL SCIENCES; McGraw Hill, New York, 1956, pp.6-7. 
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By following the procedure of statistioal infer-
' 

ence outlined by Siegel, the hypotheses defined in the 

preceding pages become:~/ 

l •••• there is no difference greater than 

could be expected occurring by chance, one out of twenty 

times, between the inoidenoe of broken homes within the 

families of non-delinquents as compared with the inci

dence of broken homes within the family of delinquents. 

2. • • • there 1s no signifioant relationship 

between lack of reciprooal affection between father and 

son and the incidence of delinquency, and thus one would 

not expect to find any degree of difference of this qua

lity among reo1d1vists than among non-recidivists beyond 

that occurring by ohanoe, one out of twenty times. 

3. • • • there 1s no significant relationship 

between lack of reciprocal affection between mother and 

son and the inoidenoe of delinquenoy, thus one would 

not expeot to find any degree of difference of this qua

lity among recidivists than among non-recidivists, be

yond that occurring by ohanoe, one out of twenty times. 

i/ With regard to hypotheses 2, 3 and 4, "incidence _ 
of delinquency" refers to reoividism. See Ch. 3, 
pp. 53-54. 
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4. • • • there is no significant relationship 

between lack of reciproeal affection between mother 

and father and the incidence of delinquency, thus one 

would not expect to find any degree of difference of 

this quality among families of recidivists and non-re

cidivists, beyond that occurring by ohanee, one out of 

twenty times. 

These, then, are the null hypotheses. 

The statistical test which seems most suitable 

for testing these hypotheses is known as the chi-square 
2 or X • 

There are certain criteria whioh the tables must 

meet before an x2 test can be applied. In three statis

tical tests consulted, written by Dornbush and Sohm1d, .1/ 

Underwood Y, and Siegel 31, there were d1serepanc1es 

1n the criteria outlined. 

It appears the only way one could resolve these 

d1screpaneies would be to consult a mathematical statis

tician. However, this resource was not available, and 

1/ Dornbush & Schmid, A PRIMER OF SOCIAL STATISTICS, 
McGraw Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1955, p. 160. 

'i:./ Brenton J. Underwood, Carl J:>. Duncan, Janet A. Tay
lor, John w. Catton, ELEMENTARY STATISTICS; Apple
ton-Century Crafts, Inc., New York, 1954, p. 113. 

~/ Sidney Siegel, .QR• .Q.ll., p. 110. 
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therefore this writer decided to use Siegel criteria 

for using the ohi-square. Y 

Siegel recommends: 

1. In using the 2 x 2 table, when N ~ 40, use 

formula: 

N (AD - BC - N ) 
2 

x2 = '2' 
(A B) (C D) (A C) (B D) 

This formula was used to test hypotheses 

2, 3 and 4. (In all tables, N was greater 

than 40). 

2. The theoretical frequency should not be less 

than five in 20% of the categories, and no 

expected frequency less than one. 

On a few oocasions, the theoretical frequency of 

one of the categories (very good, good, fair, poor, very 

poor) was less than five. In order to keep validity in 

the test, it was necessary to group categories to obtain 

a theoretical frequency of five. This was a legitimate 

procedure because of the nature of the categories tested._g_/ 

l,/ Sidney Siegel, .QR • .Q.!,i., p. 110. 

2',/ "Underwood n il• , _sm. QU., p. 113. 
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For example, the categories "very good" and "good", 

can be combined if necessary. Because of the neces

sary grouping of these categories, the following oh1-

square formula was used to test the 2 x 3 table: 

i2- = 
(0 _ E)2 

E 

Where O = observea frequency, E = expected frequency. 

This formula was used to test hypothesis number l. 

A sample of 49 case · records was selected for 

testing. For the purpose of this study, the level of 

.05 has been chosen as being required before rejecting 

the null hypothesis. 

An explanation of the methodological approach to

ward the problem of whether a null hypothesis can be 

rejected at a specified level of significance will be 

in order here. Rejection of the null hypothesis indi

cates, of course, acceptance of the original hypothesis. 

A typical procedure is the following, recommended by 

Siegel: 

Compute the value of the statistical 
test using the data obtained from the 
sample. If that value is in the region 
of rejection, the decision is to reject 
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the null hypothesis; if the value 
1s outside the region of rejection, 
the decision is the null hypothesis 
cannot be rejected at the chosen 
level of signifioanoe. Jj 

The size of the region of rejection is expressed 

by the level of sign1ficanoe. The level of significanoe 

of this study is .05. Therefove, the size of the region 

of rejection is 5 percent of the entire spaoe under the 

curve in the sampling distribution. 

In testing for significance of chi-square, it is 

necessary to know how often a chi-square of the value 

caleulated would ocour by ohanoe. 

The sampling distribution of chi-square is used 

for this purpose. What 1s necessary 1s to know the num

ber of degrees of freedom. 2J The values for each de

gree of freedom can be obtained from the tables. A chi

sqaare value equal to or greater than the value in the 

table at the .05 level, and the specified degree of free

dom, would cause the rejection of the null hypothesis. 

In the following chapter, the hypotheses will .be tested 

and the findings presented. 

.l./ Sidney Siegel, .Q.12. cit., pp. 6-7. 

2../ Dornbush & Sehmid, QB • .Q.U., p. 160 • 
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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS OF GROUP FINDINGS 

This study was eonduoted on 49 male delinquents 

from the aotive files of the Halifax Regional Office 

of the Department of Public Welfare of Nova Scotia. 

These represented active oases as of November, 1965. 

A random sample l/ of 49 oases was selected from 

a total of 223 delinquent files at the Department. 

One hundred and eighty-one eases were referred by Ju

venile Courts in the Halifax Metropolitan area, and 

44 were referrals from outside the boundaries of the 

Metropolitan area. 

Information necessary for the completion of this 

study was taken from these 49 files and recorded on 

schedules identical to the schedule contained in 

Appendix A. 

The 49 cases were divided into two groups for 

the purpose of oom:par1son and statistical testing of 

hypotheses. The basis on which the oases were placed 

1/ Dornbush & Schmid, .Q:Q • .QJ..i., p. 121. 

1 



- 66 -

into o~e group or the other was the number of offenses 

committed by a particular delinquent. Those oases as

signed. to the non-recidivist group were the individuals 

who had committed onl.y one offense as defined by the 

Juvenile Delinquent Act. Those individuals who commit

ted two or more offenses as defined by this Act were 

assigned to the recidivist group. 

When the 49 oases were divided on this basis, 

there were 26 in the recidivist group and 23 in the 

non-recidivist group. It was interesting to note the 

rate of known repeated offenses among the recidivist 

group. The mean number of delinquencies among this 

group was four, as contrasted to the average number of 

offenses among the non-recidivists, wh1oh was one, of 

course. Thus, the two groups seemed to represent dis

tinct differences in their degree of anti-social beha

viour. 

Table l shows the marital status of families at 

the time of referral. Considering any state other 

than "parents-living-together" as being a broken home, 

.this table shows that 22 out of 49 families, or 44.8%, 

were in this category. This percentage is high in com

parison to 10.9% of the families shown in the 1956 

Census Data.!/ 

!./ CENSUS OF CANADA, 1956, Volume III, Table 56. 
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When the figures 1n the table are subjected to 

the statistical procedures outlined in Chapter III, the 

results show chi.~square to be equal to 15.13. For a 

degree of freedom of four, a chi-square equal to 15.13 

is significant at better than .05 level. Since the 

level of sign1f1oanoe is smaller than the previous set 

level of significance, the decision is to reject null 

hypothesis number one in favour of the alternative hy

pothesis number one. 

The data provided fairly conclusive evidence 

that the families of delinquents are structurally less 

intact than those of non-delinquents, and therefore 

-are less cohesive in this way. 
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TABLE II 

DISTRIBUTION OF 49 FAMU.IES OF DELINQUENT BOYS FROM 
ACTIVE Fll,ES OF THE HALIFAX RmIONAL OFFICE OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELEARE AS OF 
NOVEMBER 1965, BY MARITAL STATUS AT 

THE TIME OF BEFERBAI, 

Marital Status 
of Pare~ 

TOTAL: 

Number 
of Cases 

49 

Structurally Complete 
Married 27 

Structurally Broken 22 

a.I Separated 5 . 
h/ Deserted 6 

Widowed 8 

Divorced l 

Unwed 2 

Percentage 

100.0% 

ss.2% 
44.8% 

10.2,% 

12.J.% 

16.3% 

2.n% 
4.o.% 

~/ One mother became widow after separation. 
Three mothers who are separated are co-habiting. 

12./ Four out of the six desertions were by mothers. 
Three delinquents were foster children. Two of 
these foster children were illegitimate and were 
made wards. The other foster oh1ld was deserted 
by his mother at the age of two. One delinquent 
was an adoptive child. 

ESB/res 
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Table II illustrates the marital status of the 

family of the entire delinquent population studied. 

The percentage ratio found in this table were 

as follows: 

(1) Married: 55.2%; (2) Separated: 10.2%; 

(3) Deserted: 12.3%; (4) Widowed: 16.3%; 

(5) Divorced: 2.0%; (6) Unwed: 4.0%. 

Although the various olass1fioat1ons of the 

broken homes (separated, divorced, deserted, eto.) 

were not compared for statistical sign1f1oanoe with 

the same olass1ficat1on among the control group, the 

differential pattern of family marital status was 

quite evident in the delinquent population. 

It was apparent 1n all categories of broken 

homes that the delinquent group had a . higher than 

average representation. 

It is interesting to note that four out of 

the six desertions were by the mothers. Studies have 

indicated that in the majority of desertions, the fa

ther is the one who leaves home. 11 

l./ Joseph E. Steigman, THE DESERTED FAMJLY, Journal 
of Social Casework XXXVIII, 1957, p. 167. 
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Table III indicates the quality of relation

ship between father and. son. In the recidivist group, 

one out of 26, or 3.8%, of the members fall into the 

category "good", while eighteen out of 2J, or 69.1%, 

of the delinquent oases revealed poor relationships 

between father and son. In the non-recidivist group, 

five out of 23, or 21.8%, indicated good relationships 

between the deJ.inquent and his father, while ten, or 

4J.4%, of the father-son relationships fall into the 

n poor" oa tegory. 

Tabulated father-son relationships were ana-

lyzed statistically by means of the ohi-square method. 

.It was found that chi-square was equal to 4.45. For 

a degree of freedom of one, a ehi-square equal to 4.45 

is significant at better than the .05 level, and thus 

the second null hypothesis may be rejected. 

These results indicate that there is a basis 

for holding that the effective communication relation

ships between father and son is of a distinctly dif

ferent quality among recidivists than among non-reci

divists. This qualitative distinction presents itself 

-as a poorer relationship among the recidivist popula

tion - the judgments as to good or bad being made in 

keeping with a perception of those qualities as defined 
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in the ch.apter on theory. From this eomparison of 

recidivists t ,o non-recidivists, a similar relation 

-may be inferred between delinquents and non-delinquents. 

l 
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TABLE III .. 
DISTRIBUTION OF 49 DELINQUENT BOYS FROM ACTIVE Fil,ES 

OF THE HALIFAX REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WELFARE AS OF NOVEMBER 1965, BY 

FATHER-SON RELATIONSHIP AND 
RECIDIVISM - NON-RECIDIVISM 

Recidivists Non-Recidivists 
NO, i NO 1 ' TOTAL: 26 100 23 100 

Very Good l 3.8 0 o.o 
Good 0 o.o 5 a1..7 

Fair 3 u.7 5 21.7 

Poor 14 53.7 7 30.9 

Very Poor 4 15.4 3 12.9 

Unknown 4 15.4 3 12.9 

Chi-Square x2 = 4.54~ 05 level 2 x 2 table df = 1 

ESB/res 



- 74 -

Table IV shows the quality of relationship 

between mother and son. Examination of Table IV 

reveals the following: 7.6% of the recidivist group 

as com:P.B-red w1th 34.8% of the non-reo1d1vist group 

1nd1oate a good relationship with their mother; while 

57.8% recidivist as compared to 26.1% non-rec1div1st 

fell into the category of poor mother-son relation

ships. 

When this table was subjected to the chi

square test, it was found that chi-square is equal 

to s. 72. For a degree of freedom of one, a chi-square 

equal to 5.72 is s1gn1f1eant at better than the .05 

level. Thus, the null hypothesis may be rejected and 

the third hypothesis aeoepted. 
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TABLE IV 

DISTRIBUTION OF 49 DELINQ.UENf BOYS FROM ACTIVE Fn;ES 
OF THE HALIFAX REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMED 

OF PUBLIC WELFARE AS OF NOVEMBER 1965, BY 
MOTHER-SON RELATIONSHIP AND 
RECIDIVISM - NON,..JIBCIDIVISM 

Reo1d1v1sts N.on-Reo1d1v1sts 
oo. % ~- % 

TOTAL: 26 100 23 l.00 

Very Good 0 0 0 0 

Good 2 7.6 8 34.8 

Fair 7 27.0 5 21.7 

Poor 14 54.o 6 26.1 

Very Poor 1 3.8 2 8.7 

Ulllmown 2 7.6 2 a.7 

Chi-Square x2 = 5.72 -=:::::::;02 level 2 x 2 table df: 1 

ESB/res 
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TABLE V 

DISTRIBUTION OF 49 DELI~UEN'l1 BOYS FROM ACTIVE FILES 
OF THE HALIFAX REGIONAL OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC WELFARE AS OF NOVEMBER 196.5, BY 
MOTHER-FATHER RELATIONSHIP AND 

RECIDIVISM - NON-RECIDIVISM 

Reo1d.1v1sts Non-Reo1d.1v1sts 
NO. % NO. % 

TOTAL: 26 100 23 100 

Very Good 0 0 l 4.J 

Good l 3.8 7 30.9 

Fair 7 27.0 7 30.9 

Poor 8 :,o.a 2 a.1 
Very Poor 7 27.0 3 12.9 

Unknown 3 11.4 3 12.9 

Chi-Square -x?- = 10.22.c::::::::;01 level 2 x 2 table df = 1 

ESB7res 
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Examination of .Table V reveals the following: 

One of the 26, or 3.8~, of the recidivists fall into 

the category of good oommun1oat1on, while f1fteen,or 

57.8%, fall · 1nto the category of poor oommunioat1on. 

In the non-reo1d;vist group, eight of the 23 delin

quents, or 35.2%, of the families reveal good mother

father relationships, while five, or 21.6%, non-reci

divists families reveal poor parental relationships. 

When these figures are subjected to the sta

tistical test, chi-square, they yield a chi-square 

equal to 10.22. For a degree of freedom of one, a 

chi-square equal to 10.22 is significant at better 

than .01 level. The data in this 1nstanoe also pro

vide fairly conclusive evidence, that the quality of 

relationships between mother and father 1s significant 

in recidivism among delinquent offenders. 

Since the level of s1gnif1oanoe is less than 

the previous set level of significance, the fourth 

null hypothesis is rejected 1n favour of the fourth 

alternative hypothesis. 

The data provided fairly conclusive evidence 

that the quality of the mother-son relationship is 

significant 1n reo1d1v1sm among offenders. 
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This research projeot has resulted in the va

lidation of its four hypotheses at highly significant 

levels. · It is another problem, however, to make a 

decision on what conclusions and inferences can be 

drawn from· such findings. To oonclude that the fac

~or of 1ncohesiveness as defined by the study, is the, 

or·· even a, cause of delinquency would be an extremely 

naive assumption. 

At the same time, there seems to be a rule of 

logic to which one might bear reference in inferring 

causality between factors with related incidence of 

ooourrenoe. This reasoning would hold that where two 

or more phenomena occur simultaneously and with spe

cified degrees of related severity over a previously 

defined number of occasions out of all possible num

bers of occasions, then either one oan be said to be 

the cause of the other or both can be related to a 

similar cause or causes within the specified level 

of sign1f1oanee. 

What this indicates, in effect, is that some 

sort of causal relationship may exist when such things 

as juvenile delinquency and family 1noohes1veness 

appear together over a significant number of times. 

But what type of causation oan be inferred from the 
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oo1no1dental happening of so few factors out of the 

great number of possible factors which also may be 

-coincidentally assooiated with delinquency? 

People have, in the past, hypothesized that 

juvenile delinquenoy is the result of an innate psy

chological anomaly. The same condition, aooording 

to some, accounts for lack of basic sociability and 

therefore a lack of a person's primary group cohe

siveness. On this highly improbable tenet, a lack 

~f family cohesiveness and juvenile delinquency are 

both caused by some abnormal psychological predispo

sition. 

At such an inconclusive point, it is advisable 

to rely upon the strengths of the theory which have 

already been demonstrated. From this basis, one should 

use his supportive findings to validate whatever part 

of the theory his findings substantiate. The total 

of all valid aspects of the theory is combined to form 

the inferential aspects of the thesis. 

Since the writer holds confidence in the view 

that present understand1ng of delinquenoy tends to 

be aocretive with some substantiation for various 

theoretical prooesses, a def1nitive statement about 
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the cause of delinquency will be withheld. It seems 

logical, on the other hand, to be sensitively aware 

of a variety of hypothesizing from which to attempt 

to understand and treat anti-social behaviour. For 

example, the theory of "family incohesiveness• urges 

one to look for and treat the following traits 1n the 

juvenile delinquent: lack of basic trust; feelings 

of being rejected; feelings of inferiority and inade

quacy; and general feelings of discomfort about one's 

personal relationships. Hopefully, the alleviation 

of these disturbances may result in the staying of 

anti-aooial attitudes 1n many individuals. 

The final chapter will deal with what oonclu

s1ons, beyond those stated above, may be inferred by 

this study and the writer I s recommendat ions whi0h 

follow these oonolusions. 
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CHAPTER i' 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is the purpose of this chapter to look fur

ther at the results of t~e hypotheses whioh _were teated 

in the preceding chapter, and to analyze the signifi

cance of these results. In retrospect, 1t was evident 

that the findings did substantiate the hypotheses to 

a signifioant degree. There was a sign1fieant differ

ence between reoid1vists and non-recidivists with res

pect to parental-filial affection. The delinquent 

population also revealed a higher rate of broken homes 

than the non-delinquent population. 

The study was not sufficiently extensive nor 

exhaustive to present the findings as fiml and deci

sive in regard to the relationship of family cohesive

ness to delinquency. However, as the hypotheses under 

study _will substantiate, certain conclusions could be 

drawn, and recommendations made relating to identifi

cation of delinquents and methods of treatment. 

When factors such as those examined in the 

study occur with a significant frequency in recidivist, 
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and with greater frequency in non-recidivist, it may 

be assumed that some causative process is operative. 

For the above mentioned reasons, it is thought 

that inoohesiveness is a crucial factor in families. 

Perhaps a restatement of some of the limits 

and limitations, and suggestions how they might pos

sibly be eliminated, may be benefieial for those in

terested in further study of the relationship between. 

the cohesive family and delinquency. 

The limitations of time and insufficient infor

mation recorded on case records made it necessary to 

limit the soope of the concept of family cohesiveness. 

In an ideal study of family cohesiveness as related 

to social behaviour, one should examine its manifes

tations in all facets of family life. For example, 

affeot1onal ties between all members should be evalua

ted for their particular significance. This thesis 

partialized the concept and examined only one aspect 

of cohesiveness, which was chosen somewhat arbitra

rily. Cohesiveness may be manifest in many ways and 

among various elements within the family. The elements 

examined here were thought to be significant represen

tations of family cohesiveness. 
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Further studies could perhaps follow Gleucks' 

procedure more closely. The Gleueks !/ in the study, 

evaluated a number of delinquent and non-delinquent 

families with regard to the affectional mood of the 

home. The evaluation was based on data collected 

from social investigations and psychiatric interviews. 

Perhaps more valid results oould be obtained from case 

records wh1oh would contain the family history and an 

outline of the etiology of the child's behaviour. 

For example, in the Halifax area, the case records 

of the Halifax Mental Health Clinic for Children would 

probably provide a more valuable sample. 

Also, by using a control group, it would be 

possible to determine more convincingly whether the 

delinquent is more deprived of family cohesiveness 

than the non-delinquent. 

For the purpose of statistical analysis, it 

was necessary to divide the sample into recidivists 

and non-recidivists. In this study, the recidivists 

have been defined as delinquent who have made more 

than one court appearance, but it does not necessarily 

follow that the non-recidivists have committed only 

.J:./ Sheldon & Eleanor Gleuok, UNRAVELING JUVENILE 
DELINQUENCY, .QJ2. .Q.U. 
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one delinquent act. In many oases, the dividing line 

between recidivists and non-recidivists may be ten

uous, and therefore, could have introduced a bias 

either for a rejection or acceptance of the null hy

pothesis. 

Getting to the main focus of this chapter, 

which is the assessment of the findings in relation 

to the role and function of social work. Tappin 1/ 

states that "the purpose of social work, whether in 

individual or group activities, is to assist man to 

attain satisfying relationships within the limits of 

his capacities and of essential community standards". 

The rejection of the null hypothesis number 

one indicates a significant correlation between bro

ken homes and delinquency. Also the rejection of 

null hypothesis number two, three and four, indicates 

a significant correlation between lack of reciprocal 

parental-filial affection and delinquency. 

If inoohesiveness in the home is significant 

in producing delinquency, then steps must be taken 

by the social worker to increase the quality of family 

l/ Paul W. Tappin, JUVENILE DELINQUENCY, McGraw-Hill 
Book Company, Inc., New York, 1949, p. J4. 
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cohesiveness in the home of delinquents and the homes 

of potential delinquents. In the following pa.ges, 

some recommendations and conclusions will be outlined 

as possible steps to increase the quality of cohesi

veness in the family. 

As the causal factors which were defined in 

this study are thought to be operational in the ori

gins of delinquency, as well as in the production of 

recidivism, the conQlusions and recommendations will 

be stated so as to apply to delinquents in general 

rather than exclusively to recidivists. 

From this study emerges the awareness that in 

order to be of service in treating the delinquent, 

one must know and understand him in relation to his 

family. The social worker should recognize the impor

tance of evaluating the whole family situation. 

Therefore, it may be important to have the entire 

family involved in treatment. Through working with 

the family of the delinquent, the worker can assist 

the parents with their difficulties in the traditional 

family case-work method. Helping pa.rents in time of 

crisis and conflict may prevent further family dis

functioning and breakdown. 
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In outlining the prevention and treatment 

programs relating to the findings of this study, two 

basic questions arise. (1) What reliable devioe 

can the social worker use to detect incohesiveness 

in the family? (2) What steps can be taken by the 

profession of social work to increase the quality of 

cohesiveness in the 1ncohesive home? 

With regard to the first question, it seems 

to be evident that 1n any fundamental preventive at

tack on juvenile delinquency, some reliable device 

which will identify potential d.elinquents s'lll.ffic1ently 

early in life to permit intervention, if necessary. 

The Gleucks in their work UNRAVELIOO JUVENILE DELIN

QUENCY, presented such an instrument based on certain 

factors 1.n family life, especially parent-child rela

tionships. This device is known as the Gleucks' 

"Social Prediction Table". The table originally 

known as a five-factor table has been revised to a 

three-factor table (discipline of boy by mother, 

supervision of boy by mother, and cohesiveness of 

the family). The fact that the Gleuoks' give recog

nition to the importance of cohesiveness in the family 

lends support to the findings of this i::artioular study. 
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The Prediction Table devised by the Gleucks 

appears to have a good deal of value for the prac

titioner concerned with the prevention and treatment 

of delinquency. 

Once the potential delinquent is identified, 

the family could be put under supervision. All too 

often the individual does not receive professional 

interest or therapy until he bas been brought to the 

attention of the agency by an appearance in Juvenile 

Court. 

The Gleucks 1 Social Prediction Table has ano

ther attribute besides assisting 1n the identifica

tion of potential delinquents. It could prove to be 

an asset in aiding the study diagnosis and treatment 

of the potential delinquent in the family. 

After administering the table, if the indivi

dual shows a strong indication of becoming a delin

quent, then the factors contributing to the indivi

dual pathology will also likely be evident. There

fore, t he prediction table can be used to isolate 

speoifio factors in the family environment which are 

influencing the child's behaviour, {i.e., family in

cohesion). Once the undesirable factor, such as 
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family incohesiveness, is identified, then the worker 

can sep up an appropria.te treatment plan. A plan 

which would focus on building an atmosphere of af

fection and wholesome interdependence and interaction 

among parents and children. 

The prediction table oould also be used in 

isolating causative factors in families of confirmed 

delinquents. The pred1ot1on table oould be adminis

tered to the delinquent and his family even though it 

1s obvious that the worker 1s no longer attempting to 

predict. By applying the •table', factors which are 

contributiJJg to the child's deviant behaviour can be 

isolated. It would seem, then, that the prediction 

table could be used as a diagnostic aid 1n the treat

ment of delinquency. 

How aeourate are prediction tables such as 

the one devised by the Gleucks? The New York City 

Youth Board applied the Gleucks Sooial Pred1ot1on 

Table to a group of boys in that city. After ten 

years, they evaluated the results of their predict

ions and found that they were accurate in predicting 

whether a boy would become a delinquent or non-delin

quent 1n 91% of the oases.!/ 

l./ Maude M. Craig & Selma J. Gleuck, "A Manual of Pro
cedures for the Application of the Gleuok Prediotion 
Table", Youth Board Research Institute of New York, 
1965, pp. 14-15. . 
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Another study by Richard E. Thompson Y esta

blishes the Sooial Pred1ot1on Table as a valid ins

trument for distingU1sh1ng among children already 

showing behaviour d1ff'1oult1es (those who are true 

delinquents and those whose maladapted behaviour is 

probably temporary). • 

~1th regard to question number two, the follow

ing recommendations are put forward as possible steps 

to increase cohesiveness in the family unit. 

A comprehensive program for family enhancement 

would envision the ooord1nat1on of the existing soo1al 

and psychiatric services. Social workers should be

come involved as part of treatment teams and join in 

to implement new treatment approaches, such as the 

joint family, therapy method. Y 

This method works on the assumption that the 

person identified as needing treatment is only a symp

tom of the total family pathology. J/ 

1/ "A Validation of the Gleuck Social Prediction 
Scale for Proneness to Delinquency•~ JOURNAL OF 
CRIMINAL LAW, CRIMINOLOGY AND POLIC.as SCIENCE, 
November - December, 1952. 

2:,,/ Virginia Sater, CONJOINT FAMILY THERAPY; Science 
and Behaviour Books, Inc., Palo Alto, California, 1964. 

J./ .lli,g.' p. 2. 
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A practical recommendation for preventive pro

grams is one outlined by Gerald Caplin and paraphrased 

~H.Y 

This program would involve the social worker 

as a consultant to others who have a basic and essen

tial responsibility for working with children. As 

such, it may mean the social worker's acting as con

sultant to teachers in the Department of Education. 

In this capacity, the school teacher 1s in a position 

to sense the social vicissitudes of the child or the 

child's family. When she does so, she may detect the 

development of a family crisis. ccord.1ng to Caplin, 

the teacher is often in a position where she is able 

to influence t~e child in such a crisis, favourably 

or unfavourably to cope with the ensuing stresses. 

If she finds that she is unable to accomplish the 

task, then she consults the social worker who helps 

her adopt a more satisfactory approach toward the re

solution of the child's difficulty. 

The Gleuoks 1 Prediction Table might be of 

assistance 1n this type of approach. It would help 

identify specific factors in the environment which 

1/ Gerald Caplin, AN APPROACH TO COMMUNITY MENTAL 
HEALTH, Grune & 5tralton, Inc., New York, 1961, 
pp. 185-203. I 
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are contributing to the deviant behaviour of the 

child. 

The above mentioned approach would be prevent

ive in that the first signs of crises would be recog

nized and dealt with. It woµld also enable the pro

f ess1onal social worker to reaoh indirectly a large 

number of ind.1 v iduals and families who are in danger 

of undergoing severe disturbance. 

Another recommendation is the establishment 

of a family eourt. In a family court, a social work

er would function as consultant to the legal team. 

The worker would provide leadership by direction or 

suggestion, to assist the magistrate in resolving 

the family conflict. 

A major step toward increasing the quality of 

cohesiveness in the home is to educate the public on 

the concept of the cohesive home and get this concept 

into actual operation in family life. Presumably, 

various means of public dissemination can spread this 

understanding, with the hope that the normal approaches 

to child raising will be used more and more by parents, 

especially those in the vulnerable social classes. 

Education programs for marriage and education programs 

in child raising should prove to be valuable. ~hrough 

\; 



- 92 -

such programs, it may be possible to find an effect

ive way of implanting the philosophy and value of a 

cohesive home in the minds of present and future 

parents. 

More informed and responsible parents should 

help in the reduction of the problem of delinquency. 

The parents must be informed of the value of conge

nial home relations. Only as1 parents are made aware 

of the significance pf the persoml relationships 

within the home can we hope for improvement of the 

problem of incohesiveness in the home. This reqUires 

educating, directing, training and advising parents 

of their continued responsibility. 
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MARITIME SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK 

Thesis Research Project, 1965 

Schedule for Assessment 
of Delinquents• Files 

- ' 3 -

nv65 
p&o/cn 

1. Schedule No --- 2. Completed by ----------- 3. Edited by -------
initials date initials 

DELINQUENT 

4. Date of birth ----mo & yr 
5. Place of birth ----------------

6. Present home address: 

7. Note here and on back any significant change of address, with dates in and 
out, and explain: 

(_) 
over 

80 Year of birth and sex, in birth order, of children (include delinquent 
and circle; if foster or adopted siblings indicate with "F" or "A"): 

9. Present offence or offences: 

10. Previous offences, with month and year: 

(_) 
over 
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FAMILY STRUCTURE 

ll. When delinquent was born mother was (circle and show date under): 

Single Married 
( ) 

Cohabiting 
( ) 

Deserted 
( ) 

Separated Divorced 
( ) ( ) 

12. Mother's present status is (circle and show date under): 

Single Married 
( ) 

Cohabiting 
( ) 

Deserted 
( ) 

Separated Divorced 
( ) ( ) 

Widow 
( ) 

Widow 
( ) 

13. Note here and on back, with dates, any significant changes in status of 
mother, and explain: 

(_) 
over 

14. If delinquent has not always made his home with his biological mother 
(as living with father only, with foster or adoptive parents, or other) 
explain here and on back, giving relevant dates: 

(_) 
over 

15. If delinquent has been separated from either or both parents intermittently 
or permanently, explain here and on back, identifying absent parent and 
giving dates or periods of absence: 

(_) 
over 

16. Note here and on back and references in record to physical or mental ill
health or hospitalization of either parent, identifying and giving dates: 

c ___ ) 
over 
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FAMILY R E L A T I O N S H I P S 

17. Relationship between father and mother is 

. . . . . ••••••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••o••••••o••••••••••••••••••••• ·••••••• 
very good good fair poor very poor 

( ) explicitly or ( ) implicitly or ( ) uncertain from the record ----- - -
18e Relationship between father and delinquent is 

. . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

very good good fair poor very poor 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

19. Relationship between mother and delinquent is 

. . . . . ............................................................................. 
7ery good good fair poor very poor 

( ) explicitly or ( ) implicitly or ( ) uncertain from the record - - -
200 The reputation of the family in the community is, or relations with 

neighbors are: 

. . . . . 
•oo••••••••••••••••••••~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
very good good fair poor very poor 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

21. Discipline for the delinquent was 

. . . . . 
••o•••••••••••••••{,l•••••••••••••• o••••••••it••••••••••••••••••••••••••~•••••• 
(a) very lax lax firm strict very strict 

( ) explicitly or ( ) implicitly or ( ) uncertain from the record - - -
. . . . . 
•••••••••••••••••o•••~••e••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
(b) very 
erratic 

erratic consistent very 
consistent 

(_) explicitly or (_) implicitly or (_) uncertain from the record 

. . . . . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
very kindly kindly harsh very harsh 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

(_) 
over 
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22. Check and report here and on back any reference in record to 

(_) constant quarrelling (identify family members, subjects, frequency) 

(_) physical abuse (show of whom by whom, frequency, severity) 

(_) drinking which affects family unity (show by whom, attitudes of 
other members, frequency, severity) 

(_) 
over 

!,LQ..R K2 E A R N I N G S, E T C .. 

23. Father's occupation: 24. Earnings: 

25, Is father employed(_) full-time or(_) part-time 

:eAe4•····•·····•··'···•··············=········•·•······=········•········•·' almost always usually sometimes very rarely 

(_) explicitly or( __ ) implicity or(_) uncertain from the record 

260 Mother's occupation: 2 7 o Earnings : 

280 Is mother employed(_) full-time or( __ ) part-time 

. . . . . •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• oo••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
almost always usually sometimes very rarely 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

29. Note here and on back if mother has worked since delinquent's birth, indi
cating periods mother was in the home, and what provision was made for 
mother-substitute when she was not; give dates: 

(_) 
over 

,, 
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300 Do family consider their income to be 

: •..•.....•...•...• : .•.......•........ : •....•••...••.•... : ..•.•.•....•....•. : 
very adequate adequate inadequate vecy inadequate 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

31. Hs.ve the family received welfare assistance 

. . . . . • •••••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••o••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
very frequently frequently rarely very rarely 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

320 Report here and on back any reference to criminal behavior on part of 
either parent or of siblings, showing date, nature of offence, relation
ship of offender to delinquent: 

(_) 
over 

FAMILY HOUSING 

330 Is family housing 

. . . . . • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••oeo o •••••••••••• ·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
veI7 good good fair poor very poor 

(_) explicitly or( __ ) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

340 Is overcrowding (more than one person per room, omitting bathroom) shown 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly in the record 

350 What rent (or equivalent) is paid for housing: 

(_) 
over 
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360 I~ the neighborhood where the family lives 

. . . . . 
• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ............................................ . 

very good good fair poor very poor 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

37. Since delinquent's birth family has moved 

(_) not at all (_) once ( __ ) more than once 

(_) explicitly or (_) implicitly or (_) uncertain from the record 

38. Explain here and on back if present housing and neighborhood are not 
typical for family since before delinquent's birth: 

(__) 
over 
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ASSOCIATIONS 

39 9 Is it (_) explicitly or(_) implicitly either(_) confirmed or 
(_) denied in the record that delinquent was a member of a gang? 

400 Is it(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly either(_) confirmed or 
L_) denied that delinquent was a leader of a gang? 

410 Does the delinquent follow the example of the gang, and do what they 
like to do 

. . . . . 
•••••••••••• C, •••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

always usually so:netimes occasionally rarely 

(__) explicitly or (_) implicitly or (_) uncertain from the record 

420 Does the delinquent, if he is not leader, emulate the leader 

=••••••••••••••••••=•••••••••••••e••••=••••••••••••••••••=••••••••••••••••••' 
always usually sometimes occasionally rarely 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

PERSONALITY 

430 Does delinquent exhibit hostility to others 

. . . . . • ••••••••••••••o••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
very frequently frequently sometimes rarely very rarely 

( __ ) explicitly or(_) implicitly or( __ ) uncertain from the record 

440 Does delinquent exhibit resourcefulness or daring 

. . . . . ..•..••........•..••..••.•..••...•..••.•.••...••......•••.•..•...••.•••..•••. 
very frequently frequently sometimes rarely very rarely 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 

450 Does delinquent exhibit difficulty in relations with authority figures 
(parents, teachers, police, probation officers, e~) 

. . . . . 
t e e • • 0. • e • • • • • 0 • O • • • • 0 O e • • • • 0 • • • 0 0 0 0 0 • • 0 • O O • • • • • • • O • • • • • • t O • • • 0 • 0 • • • O • • O • 0 • • • 

very frequently frequently sometimes rarely very rarely 

(_) explicitly or(_) implicitly or(_) uncertain from the record 
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