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Topics  were drawn from each  i n t e r v i e w ,  c a t e g o r i z e d ,  and 

o rg a n iz e d .  The c o a l e s c e n t  body of in f o r m a t io n  was f u r t h e r  
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Fast Forward

. . .  th e y  would make f i n e  s e r v a n t s . . .  w i th  50 men we co u ld  
su b ju g a te  them a l l  and make t h e n  do what e v e r  we w a n t . ”

C h r i s t o p h e r  Columbus, 1492

. . .  a p e o p le  whose many good q u a l i t i e s  a  more extended 
i n t e r c o u r s e  has  only i n c r e a s e d  my r e s p e c t  and who have i f  n o t  
by t r e a t y ,  have a t  l e a s t  by a l l  t h e  t i e s  o f  humanity ,  a  c la im  
upon th e  government  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  which n o t h in g  b u t  t h e i r  
e n t i r e  e x t i n c t i o n ,  or  t h e i r  e l e v a t i o n  t o  a more permanent  and 
happy p o s i t i o n  in  th e  s c a l e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  can e v e r  e n t i r e l y  
d i s c h a r g e .

Jo sep h  Howe, Commissioner 
o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  1843.

S i r ,  I have t h e  honour t o  submit  my annual  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  
y ea r  ended June  30, 1899.

Reserve .  -The M i l lb rook  R ese rve  i s  s i t u a t e d  t h r e e  m iles  
sou th  o f  T ru ro .  I t  c o n t a i n s  an a r e a  o f  t h i r t y - f i v e  a c r e s .

P o p u l a t i o n .  -The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  band i s  one hundred and 
f o r t y - n i n e ,  on th e  r e s e r v e  and t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  coun ty .

E d u ca t io n .  -A new sc h o o l - h o u s e  has been  e r e c t e d  d u r in g  t h e  
p a s t  y e a r .  The school  has  been  wel l  a t t e n d e d .  The p a r e n t s  
a p p ea r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and P r o g r e s s .  -These  I n d i a n s ,  a s  a r u l e ,  
a p p ea r  t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  t r y  t o  b e t t e r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  by 
improving t h e i r  houses and l a n d .

Thos. B. Smith,  M i l lb ro o k  
I n d i a n  Agent , 1899.

Many E uropeans ,  i n c l u d i n g  I n d i a n  a f f a i r s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and t e a c h e r s  on r e s e r v e s ,  spoke o f  t h e  I n d i a n  
as  unde rg o in g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  i n  i s o l a t i o n  and on reduced  
land ,  t o  W e s t e r n i s a t i o n .  What t h e y  d i d  n o t  s ee  was th e  
c o h e s iv e n e s s  and t e n a c i t y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  community and i n  most
oases  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of  t h e  I n d i a n  t o  a d a p t  w i th o u t  l o s s  o f
i d e n t i t y .

E, Palmer P a t t e r s o n ,
The Canadian  I n d ia n :  A 
H i s t o r y  from 1500, 1970.

As n a t i v e  Americans have p r o g r e s s e d  i n  such f i e l d s  as  
e d u c a t io n  and have grown more aware o f  t h e  v a lu e  of  our 
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  we have become something  t h a t  our  
o p p r e s s o r s  a r e  s c a r e d  o f :  s m a r t ,  c a u t i o u s  I n d i a n s .

Becky J u l i e n  in  t h e  a f t e r w o r d  o f  The L i f e
and Death  o f  Anna Mae Aquash, 1993.



i l

Who a r e  you?

Q ues t ion  from a t e a c h e r  f e a r e d .

B lush ing  I stammered 

What?

Other  s t u d e n t s  t i t t e r e d .

I s a t  down f o r l o r n ,  d e j e c t e d ,

And made a  vow 

That  day

To be g r e a t  i n  a l l  l e a r n i n g s ,

No more u n c e r t a i n .

My p r i d e  l i v e s  i n  my e d u c a t io n .

And I w i l l  r e l a t e  wonders t o  my peop le .

R i t a  Jo e ,

E skason i  p o e t .

R e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  

Order  o f  Canada, 1990
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P r e f a c e

The a u t h o r  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  i s  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  

t h e  r e s e a r c h  w i th  a p r o f i l e  of  a community p e r s p e c t i v e .  A 

p i c t u r e  i s  be ing  drawn i n  t h e  fo l lo w in g  pa g es .  By way o f  an  

i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  th e  b r o a d e s t  o f  scopes  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  f i x  t h e  

background o f  th e  s i l h o u e t t e  t h i s  p r o f i l e  i n t e n d s  t o  p rod u ce .

When t h e  Mi'kmaq f i r s t  e n co u n te re d  t h e  F rench  and 

P or tuguese  vanguards  of  European a d v e n t u r e r s  and o p p o r t u n i s t s  

who p receded  th e  p o p u l a t i o n s  t h a t  would e n g u l f  t h e i r  wor ld ,  

t h e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  a r e a  t h a t ,  to day ,  encompasses New Brunswick,  

t h e  e a s t e r n  Gaspe' p e n i n s u l a .  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d ,  and 

Nova S c o t i a  was t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  domain of t h e  Mi'kmaq -  one 

e a s t e r n - m o s t  F i r s t  N a t io n ,  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t h a t  

was t o  be l a t e r  c a l l e d  Canada.  The peop le  l i v i n g  a lo n g  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  c o a s t  o f  t h e  New World, as  Europe was c a l l i n g  t h i s  

world  c o n t a i n i n g  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  whose e x i s t e n c e  p receded  t h e  

E u ro pean 's  " d i s c o v e ry "  by th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s  and whose 

p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  c o n t a c t  was about  o n e - f i f t h  t h a t  o f  

f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E a r th  [Wright ,  1993, p .  4 ] ,  were among t h e  

v e ry  f i r s t  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t ' s  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le  t o  b e g in  t h e  

im p lo s iv e  s p i r a l  t h a t  would be c a l l e d  s a l v a t i o n ,  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  

a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  accommodation, o r  a s s i m i l a t i o n  depend ing  

on who, where and when you were f o r  t h e  n e x t  h a l f  m i l l e n n i a .

P r e - c o n t a c t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  what i s ,  now. Nova S c o t i a  and 

was, t h e n ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Xespukwitk (A nnapo l is  V a l l e y ) ,
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S i p e k n e 'k a t i k  (South Shore  t o  e a s t e r n  Fundy S h o re ) ,  

E sk ik e w a 'k ik  ( E a s t e r n  S h o r e ) ,  P iwktuk ( P i c t o u ) , Wunama'kik 

(Cape B r e to n ) ,  and S i k n i k t  (Cumberland) [ I s a a c - J u l i e n ,  1993J 

has been e s t im a t e d  t o  have been a round 50,000 p e r s o n s .  At t h e  

t im e  o f  Jo sep h  Howe's a p p o in tm en t  t o  th e  Commission o f  I n d ia n  

A f f a i r s  (18 4 3 ) ,  t h e  M i 'k m ak 's  p o p u l a t i o n  in  Nova S c o t i a  was 

e s t im a te d  t o  be 1300 p e r s o n s  [Pau l ,  C.M.M. R esea rch  D e p t . ] .  

Hard w i n t e r s  and i n f l u e n z a ,  between 1850 and 1900, b rough t  

t h e  number o f  Mi'kmaqs in  t h e  P ro v in c e  t o  l e s s  t h a n  one 

th ousand .  The Mi'kmaq o f  Nova S c o t i a  had been dec im a ted  

t o  one f i f t i e t h  o f  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  number.

A s s i m i l a t i o n  i s  a  puny word when s e a t e d  n e x t  t o  t h e  mass 

o f  th e  p r e c e d in g  m a th e m a t ic s .  Fu r the rm ore ,  g iv e n  even t h e  

weakened p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s s i m i l a t i o n  d i d n ' t  work [ P a t t e r s o n ,

1970, p .  40, and v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ] .

The Mi'kmaq a r e ,  t o d a y ,  a  un ique  p e o p le .  And t h e i r  numbers 

a r e  growing -  in  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  a t  two and a h a l f  t im e s  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e .  There a r e  now a b o u t  9 ,700 Mi'kmaqs in  Nova 

S c o t i a .  Most Mi'kmaqs l i v e  i n  one o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n  N a t ive  

Communities (R ese rves )  t h a t  a r e  found from Yarmouth, on t h e  

sou th w es t  s h o r e  o f  m ain land  Nova S c o t i a ,  t o  Membertou, on t h e  

n o r t h e a s t  sh o re  o f  Cape B re to n  I s l a n d .  The Mi'kmaq community 

i n  which t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was conduc ted  i s  c a l l e d  M i l lb ro o k ,  i t  

t h e  d i s t r i c t  c a l l e d  S i p e k n e ' k a t i k  [ I s a a c - J u l i e n ,  1994].

The M i l lb ro o k  N a t iv e  Community i s  l o c a te d  a t  t h e  head of 

Cobequid Bay (Kopetkwit)  c l o s e  t o  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t r e  of
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Nova S c o t i a ,  nex t  t o  th e  town o f  T ru ro ,  The community i s  home 

t o  a p p ro x im a te ly  600 p e o p le ,  abou t  500 r e s i d e n t s  a r e  Mi'kmaq, 

and about  450 o f  t h e s e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  members of  t h e  900 

s t ro n g  M i l lb ro o k  Band [Band Council  r e c o r d s ] .  These f i g u r e s  

a r e  p robab ly  c o r r e c t  to  w i t h i n  f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  p e o p le .  As t h e  

m o b i l i ty  of  t h e  populace  between R ese rves  and P ro v in c e s  

(sometimes S t a t e s )  cau ses  f l u c t u a t i o n s  in  p o p u l a t i o n ,  any 

a t t e m p t  a t  e x a c tn e s s  would prove  l e s s  r e l i a b l e  t h a n  a 

r e a s o n a b le  ap p rox im a t io n .  The p r e s e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  exceeds  

twenty  t im e s  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  number.

Two c e n t u r i e s  ago, a  Mi'kmaq band was s e t t l e d  a lo ng  t h e  

banks of  t h e  Salmon R iv e r ,  on a  s i t e  t h a t  i s  now p r o p e r t y  o f  

t h e  Nova S c o t i a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l le g e .  As th e  c o l l e g e  expanded 

in  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  19th  c e n tu r y ,  t h e  Mi'kmaq f a m i l i e s  

r e - s e t t l e d  a t  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  C hr is tm as  C ro s s in g ,  by D o g ge t ts  

Brook, i n  an a r e a  t h a t ,  a t  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  p r o v i d e s  a p l a y i n g  

f i e l d  f o r  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  T e a c h e r ' s  C o l le g e ,  and grounds f o r  

S t .  Mary 's  E lem entary  S c h o o l .  In  1873, a Mi'kmaq h u n t e r ,  

C ha r le s  Wilmot, found what he th o u g h t  was "a good p i e c e  o f  

l a n d ,"  and in  1886 t h e  Mi 'kmaqs a t  C hr is tm as  C ro ss in g  

n e g o t i a t e d  t o  exchange t h a t  land s i t e  f o r  35 a c r e s  a lo n g  a 

s t ream  between Truro and H i ld e n .  The small  Mi'kmaq band 

r e l o c a t e d ,  h e r e ,  a t  M il l  Brook. T h e i r  c h i e f  sp o k e sp e rso n ,  a t  

t h a t  t im e ,  was P e t e r  Wilmot. E leven  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1897, t h e  

peop le  of  M i l lb ro o k  b u i l t  a  church  and a schoo l  [D. J u l i e n ,  

C.M.M. R ese a rch  D e p t , ] .  The M i l lb ro o k  In d ia n  Day School was
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o ve rsee n  by t h e  Department  of  In d ia n  A f f a i r s ,  The school  was 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  by Thos. B, Smith,  I n d i a n  Agent. The f i r s t  

t e a c h e r  was Miss B e s s i e  M. Smith, The c l a s s  o f  1898 l i s t e d  

42 s t u d e n t s  -  21 boys and 21 g i r l s ,  f i r s t  t o  f o u r t h  g r a d e s ,  

[C.M.M, R e se a rch  D ep t . ]  The school  o p e ra t e d  i n  M i l lb ro o k  

f o r  seven d e ca d es .  I t  was c lo s e d  in  t h e  1960s; and th e  

s t r u c t u r e  l a t e r  r e s t o r e d  and expanded to  p r e s e n t l y  house th e  

o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band C ounc i l ,  t h e  community 's  

go v e rn in g  body.

A minor brook  and a  m a jo r  highway ru n  th ro u g h  t h e  e i g h t  

hundred and s i x t y - f i v e  a c r e s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  abou t  160 p r i v a t e  

r e s i d e n c e s  and f i f t e e n  o r  tw e n ty  small  b u s i n e s s e s .  A C a th o l i c  

church ,  whose to w e r in g  s t e e p l e  i s  f a s h io n e d  l i k e  a grand  

t e e p e e ,  d i s p l a y s  a p l a i n ,  s t e e l  Cross  a t  t h e  apex .  The Church 

o v e r lo o k s  h o u se s ,  a  c em ete ry ,  a Community Hal l  and L ea rn ing  

C e n t r e ,  t h r e e  b a l l  f i e l d s ,  a  P re -S c h o o l ,  t h e  Band Council  

h a l l ,  t h e  S e n i o r ' s  C e n t r e ,  a  Medical and E d u ca t io n  C e n t r e ,  

conven ience  s t o r e s  and a g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n ,  and an  im p re s s iv e  

A t h l e t i c  C e n t r e  t h a t  s p o r t s  a s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t  gymnasium and 

houses  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  Confederacy  of Mainland MicMacs. 

About f i f t e e n  ro a d s ,  s t r e e t s ,  and 1 nes n a v i g a t e  t h e  

community t h a t  i s  t r a v e r s e d  by t h e  o l d  H a l i f a x  tw o - lan e  

t h o r o u g h f a r e ,  now c a l l e d  Willow S t r e e t ,  and th e  f o u r  lane  

T rans-Canada  highway t h a t  a l lo w s  e x i t  to  M i l lb ro o k ,  b u t  no t  

e n t r a n c e  from M i l lb ro o k  o n to  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a r t e r y .  Mi'kmaq 

owned and o p e r a t e d  c r a f t  s t o r e s  f a c e  one a n o th e r  a c r o s s  t h e
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fo u r  l a n e ' s  span o f  pavement and g r a s s  d i t c h ,  median d i v i d e r .

The Band Council  i s  e l e c t e d  by p o p u l a r  v o t e .  I t ' s  members 

c o n s t i t u t e  an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and d e c i s i o n  making body f o r  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band. The p r e s e n t  c h i e f  of  th e  

M i l lb roo k  c o u n c i l  i s  Lawrence P a u l .  The c o u n c i l  manager i s  

C la r a  Gloade [ I s a a o - J u l l e n ,  1993].

Among t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  M i l lb r o o k  Band 

Council  a r e  fund ing  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Band e d u c a t i o n a l  

endeavors ,  which in c lu d e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  P r e -  

School ,  where p r e - s c h o o l e r s  a r e  gu id ed  by Mi'kmaq i n s t r u c t o r s  

u s in g  c u l t u r a l l y  c o n sc io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  and m a t e r i a l s .  F u r t h e r  

j u r i s d i c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  L ea rn in g  C e n t r e  f o r  a d u l t  and 

c o n t in u in g  e d u c a t i o n ,  and t h e  E d u ca t io n  C e n t re  t h a t  o f f e r s  

a f t e r  school  s tu d y  c l a s s e s  and t u t o r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

e le m e n ta ry ,  j u n i o r ,  and s e n i o r  p u b l i c  school  s t u d e n t s .  The 

E du ca t io n  C e n tre  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and 

m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  c o l l e g e  l e v e l  Access Program. I n s t r u c t i o n  

i n  v a r i o u s  a t h l e t i c ,  s o c i a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  a r e a s ,  a s  wel l  a s  

c o u n s e l l i n g  s e r v i c e s ,  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  and s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  

M i l lb roo k  Band C ou n c i l .

The Band Council  a r r a n g e s  and p r o v i d e s  c o u n s e l l i n g  and 

t u i t i o n  f o r  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  who a t t e n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l ,  and 

s t u d e n t s  who pursue  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  o r  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n .  

Formal e d u c a t i o n  f o r  M i l lb ro o k  c h i l d r e n  i s  p ro v id e d  i n  t h e  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  by t h e  C o l c h e s t e r - E a s t  Hants 

D i s t r i c t  School Board.  The u s u a l  p a th  fo l lo w ed  by a  M i l lb ro o k
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youth i s  from M i l l b r o o k ' s  o p t i o n a l ,  p r e - s c h o o l  program, t o  

one of  f i v e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l s ,  t o  one of t h r e e  j u n i o r  h ig h s ,  

t o  one o f  two h igh  s c h o o l s .  The s c h o o l s  where most e n ro l lm e n t  

of  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  o c cu rs  a r e  S t .  Mary 's  E lementary  School ,  

Truro J u n i o r  High School ,  and Cobequid E d u c a t io n a l  C en tre ,

In  1994-95, t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band w i l l  pay $616 ,000 .00  t o  t h e  

C o l c h e s t e r - E a s t  Hants School Board [Band Council  r e c o r d s ]  f o r  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  i t  p r o v id e s  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Nat ive  

Community.

The r e s e a r c h e r  i s  more m o d es t ly  engaged by t h e  Band 

Council  t o  s u p e r v i s e  j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  l e v e l  s tu d y  c l a s s e s ,  

and t o  o f f e r  t u t o r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .  He has 

been a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  r o l e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  seven  y e a r s .  He has ,  as 

w e l l ,  t a u g h t  m athem atics  and d i r e c t e d  th e  Access Program, a 

c o l l e g e  e n t r y  i n i t i a t i v e  sp o nso red  by th e  M i l lb ro o k  Band 

Council  and a c c r e d i t e d  by t h e  Nova S c o t i a  T e a c h e r ' s  C o l le g e .  

The t i t l e ,  Mr. Harry ,  was c o n f e r r e d  upon t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  by 

h i s  s tu d y  c l a s s  s t u d e n t s .  Mi'kmaq p e o p le  c u s t o m a r i l y  use  a 

p e r s o n ' s  f i r s t  name, l a s t  name r e f e r r a l s  a r e  p o l i t e l y  used  

f o r  non-Mi'kmaqs who c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  p r e f e r  t h e  gender  

i d e n t i f i e r  and f a m i ly  t i t l e  -  Mr, and Mrs, Ms., M s tr .  and 

Miss MacJones, f o r  example. The r e s e a r c h e r ' s  a n c e s t r y  i s  n o t  

Mi'kmaq. I t ' s ,  p a t e r n a l l y ,  I r i s h .  Mis s tudy  c l a s s  s t u d e n t s  

were n o t  e n t i r e l y  c o m f o r t a b l e  c a l l i n g  a  non-Mi'kmaq, and a 

school  t e a c h e r ,  by h i s  f i r s t  name, n o r  were th e y  e n t i r e l y  

c o m fo r tab le  w i th  M is t e r  and t h e  l a s t  name, One s t u d e n t ,  Sandy
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Joe ,  who a few y e a r s  l a t e r  would a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  

came up w i th  Mr, Harry .  I t  s t u c k ,  and Mr. H arry  i t  has been 

to  my young f r i e n d s  i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  s i n c e  t h e n .

The r e s e a r c h e r  w i l l ,  b e f o r e  c o n c lu d in g  h i s  p r e f a c e ,  t a k e  

th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  r e l a t e  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  he sh a re d  i n  

th e  homes o f  t h e  peop le  of M i l lb ro o k  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two 

summers d u r i n g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  have 

t a u g h t  " th e  t u t o r "  more a b o u t  t h e  p e o p le  of  M i l lb ro ok ,  and 

made him more aware o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

c o l l e c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  s p i r i t  and growth of  t h e i r  

community, t h a n  th e  sum of h i s  seven  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  with  

s tudy  c l a s s e s .  An e n l i g h t e n e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  and sha rpened  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  how f a r  t h i s  community has  come, over  t im e ,  

has im p r in t e d  on t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  a d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

how f a r  t h e  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  t o  t h i s  Land have t o  go.

Mr. Harry



A p r i o r i

An i n v e r s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  between t h e  power t h a t  a 

d i s t i n c t  community may e x e r c i s e  in  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e c i s i o n

making and t h e  p r e s s u r e  e x e r t e d  by a p o l i t i c a l  i n s i s t e n c e  t o

c o n s o l i d a t e  and b u r e a u c r a t i z e  th e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  system.

The i n v e r s i o n  i s  compounded when t h e  d i s t i n c t  community i s  

F i r s t  N a t io n s .  The compounding occu rs  where t h e  community 's  

c u l t u r a l  autonomy i s  c h a l l e n g e d  by t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  e d u c a t i v e

a g e n c ie s  t o  s t a n d a r d i s e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  and i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e

i n t e r e s t s  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .

T his  p r o j e c t  was s p u r r e d  by th e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  concern  t h a t  

t h e  v o ic e  o f  t h e  community in  which he worked was n o t  be in g  

c l e a r l y  h e a r d  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  community. Perhaps  a v o i c e  cou ld  

be r a i s e d  from th e  c o l l e c t i v e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  members of  

t h e  community, a t  l a r g e ;  one t h a t  was c l e a r  and c o n v in c in g ,  

sp eak in g  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  M i l lb ro o k ,  a v o ic e  t h a t  might  be 

r e c o g n iz e d  amid a d i n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r h e t o r i c  and d e p a r tm e n ta l  

" e d u - s p e a k , "  and add t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  body o f  knowledge about  

F i r s t  N a t io n s  community based  e d u c a t io n .

A spec ts  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  a r e  i n  f i e l d s  of i n t e r e s t  walked 

p r e v i o u s l y  by o t h e r s  who have expanded f o u n d a t io n  r e s e a r c h  in  

community ba sed  e d u c a t i o n .  However, t h e  concerns  o f  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p e o p le  o f  M i l lb ro o k ,

Nova S c o t i a .  I t  may, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  be i n f e r r e d  t h a t  s e l e c t e d  

i n f e r e n c e s  c o u ld  be ex te n d ed  t o  o t h e r  d i s t i n c t  com m uni t ies .
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I n i t i a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i e l d  s u r r o u n d in g  t h i s  s tu d y  

brough t  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  community 

a t t i t u d e s  and e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Two s t u d i e s  were 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n l i g h t e n i n g ,  i f  n o t ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h i s  

s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t ,  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  d i r e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  t h e  f i r s t  

be ing  P a r e n t a l  P e r c e p t i o n s  o f  Schoo ls  With Community 

Components, F a r i d a  G a b b an i -B lac k lo c k ,  w here in ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  community i n p u t  markedly  i n f l u e n c e d  p o s i t i v e  

e d u c a t io n a l  outcomes, and se c o n d ly .  Community E x p e c ta t io n s  

and th e  Secondary School Y ears ,  e d i t e d  by C. W. C o l l i n s .  This  

t e x t  in c lu d e d  a  j o i n t  e f f o r t  by R. P h i l l i p s  and A. shannon. 

P h i l l i p s  and Shannon s t a t e d  a  t e n e t  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  an i n t e g r a l  

premise  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

We need a r a p i d  development  in  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  by 
t e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u t i l i t y  o f  keep ing  
p a r e n t s  o u t  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  
im por tance  o f  b u i l d i n g  good a l l i a n c e s  w i th  them 
a t  t h e  l o c a l  s c h o o l  l e v e l .  They a r e  t h e  peop le  
w i th  t h e  b a s i c  and a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
t h e  schoo l  c u r r i c u lu m ,  t h e  p e o p le  most l i k e l y  t o  
keep in  mind t h e  g enu ine  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
and t h e  p e o p le  who t o g e t h e r  can make a s t r o n g  
p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  [ C o l l i n s ,  p .  39]

A so u rce  t h a t  has  been  a p p l i e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  

i s  The E th n o g rap h ic  I n t e r v i e w  deve lop ed  by J . P .  S p ra d le y .  

S p r a d l e y ' s  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  and 

sound d i p lo m a t i c  co u n se l  p r o v id e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i th  a t o o l  

f o r  use i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  an  i n v a l u a b l e  g u id e  f o r  

r e c o r d  k e e p in g .



3
The e t h n i c  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  of th e  community i n  which t h i s  

p r o j e c t  was u n d e r t a k e n  narrowed t h e  body of r e s e a r c h  from 

which r e s o u r c e s  cou ld  be drawn. This  na rrow er  f i e l d  embodied 

t h e  so c io lo g y  of  F i r s t  N a t io n s  communities ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  

a t t i t u d e s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  Mi’kmaq communities .  I t  was 

c l e a r  a t  t h e  o f f s e t  t h a t  a g r e a t e r  body o f  r e s e a r c h  e x i s t e d  

f o r  F i r s t  N a t io ns  peop le  in  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s  t h a n  in  Canada, 

and t h a t  more r e s e a r c h  has  been  conducted  among t h e  F i r s t  

N at ions  o f  w e s t e r n  Canada t h a n  e a s t e r n  Canada, A r th u r  More 's  

work, however, appeared  t o  c i rcum ven t  geography.  His r e p o r t .  

Q u a l i t y  o f  E d u c a t io n  of  N a t iv e  S tu d e n ts  i n  Canada; A Review 

o f  R esearch  [More, 19S4] , e n ab led  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  rev iew  

t h e  c r i t e r i a  upon which r e s e a r c h  had been p r e v i o u s l y  

conduc ted .  The g e o g ra p h ic a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  Canadian  r e s e a r c h  

seemed t o  l i e ,  m os t ly ,  i n  t h e  w e s te rn  r e g i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

A r th u r  More p ro v id e d  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  c r i t i q u e  o f  an 

i n f o r m a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  conducted  f o r  t h e  Mi'kmaway 

School Board i n  Cape B re to n ,  Nova S c o t i a .  The Chapel  I s l a n d  

E d u ca t io n  E v a l u a t i o n  R e p o r t :  Ankamsi, Nenasi ,  W e l i t e ’ l s i  

[Hamilton and Owston, 1983] was r e c o g n iz e d  w i th  an  award from 

t h e  American E d u ca t io n  R e se a rch  A s s o c ia t io n ,  i n  1964, f o r  

b e s t  r e p o r t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  e v a l u a t i o n .  The r e p o r t  i s  an 

a c c u r a t e  c h r o n i c l e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  w i th  methods,  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  

and recommendat ions .  The r e s e a r c h e r  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e s i s ,  

however, c o u ld  n o t  l o c a t e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a fo l lo w - u p  o r  

f u r t h e r  p u b l i s h e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  r e p o r t .
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A v a lu a b le  g u i d e - l i n e  a r r i v e d ,  backhanded ly ,  from 

f r u i t l e s s  e f f o r t s  t o  l o c a t e  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  t o  t h e  Chapel 

I s l a n d  r e p o r t .  E d u c a t io n a l  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  r e t r e a t s  from th e  

cummunity i n  which i t  was based  w i l l  r e c e d e  from be in g  p a r t  

of  th e  community p r o c e s s  and become, s im ply ,  an  e v e n t  t h a t  

came to  town.

In t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  o f  th e  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  when t h e  

use  of  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was b e in g  c o n s id e r e d ,  two of  th e  

s t u d i e s  r ev iew ed  a t  t h a t  t im e  sh ou ld  be m ent ioned i n  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  o f  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h ,  The San Lorenzo V a l l e y  U n i f i e d  

School D i s t r i c t  Community Survey,  F i n a l  Repor t  [1985] and 

The Community P u b l i c  Opin ion  Survey [1987-88] .  Both su rveys  

were d eve loped  and con d uc ted  i n  t h e  U n i ted  S t a t e s ,  in  

C a l i f o r n i a  and Colorado ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  and bo th  were well  

wrought,  t h o r o u g h ly  conduc ted  su rv e y s  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n io n .  Both 

were, f i n a l l y ,  r e j e c t e d  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  f o r  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  su rv e y  in s t r u m e n t s  o f  o t h e r  

s t u d i e s  were a l s o  r e j e c t e d .  A d i s t i n c t  community may r e q u i r e  

a unique  r e s e a r c h  in s t r u m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  r e s e a r c h  i s  

s e e k in g  answers  t o  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  have,  a s  y e t ,  n o t  formed.

Whatever t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  i s  t r y i n g  t o  a s s e s s  i s  secondary  

t o  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t ,  f i r s t ,  i t  must  be r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  

community, and fo rem o s t ,  i t  must  be c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  a 

q u e s t i o n  and i t s  answer a r e  one com ple te  t h o u g h t .  A r e p l y  

and an echo a r e  o f t e n  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e .  The consequ en t  

I n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  became t o  encourage  t h e
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M il lb roo k  community t o  g e n e r a t e  i t s  own q u e s t i o n s  and 

answers .  I n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  a fo re m e n t io n e d  s t u d i e s  se rv e d  to  

focus  th e  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  

s o c i a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  f i e l d .

The work o f  T here sa  I s a a c - J u l i e n  and J e a n  Smyth, Mi'kmaq 

P a s t  and P r e s e n t :  A Resource  Guide, i s  c lo s e  t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  

t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  T heresa  I s s a c - J u l i e n  i s  a 

M i l lb ro o k  r e s i d e n t  and a L i t e r a c y  F a c i l i t a t o r  f o r  th e  Nova 

S c o t i a  Department  o f  E d u ca t io n .  The Resource  Guide t h a t  she 

and Je an  Smyth d ev e lo p ed  i s  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  t e x t ,  and 

r e s o u r c e ,  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o  a d v i s e  and e n l i g h t e n  

e d u c a to r s  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  and con tem porary  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

Mi' kmaq community ,

F u r t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  were found th ro u g h  The Confederacy  o f  

Mainland Micmacs, an agency t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  o f f i c e s  in  

M i l lb roo k ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  Don J u l i a n ' s  r e s e a r c h  and th e  

a s s i s t a n c e  o f  Tim B ernard ,  i n  t h e  C. M. M, R esearch  

Department p ro v id e d  key r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .

The w r i t i n g s  o f  Dan P a u l ,  C o n f r o n t a t io n :  Micmac and 

European C i v i l i z a t i o n  [1990] and We Were Not Savages [1994] 

a r e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq 

h i s t o r y  and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  and o f f e r e d  f o u n d a t io n  to  

s e v e r a l  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  of  

t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

Some background r e s e a r c h  enhances  p e r s p e c t i v e  a s  wel l  as 

i t  p r o v id e s  q u o t a b l e  m a t e r i a l .  The r e s e a r c h e r  e x te n d s  a
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recommendation t o  t h e  r e a d e r  f o r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  works:  Johanna  

B r a n d ' s ,  The L i f e  and Death o f  Anna Mae Aquash, I s a b e l l e  

Knockwood's, Out o f  t h e  Depths ,  Ronald W r i g h t ' s ,  S t o l e n  

C o n t in e n t s ,  and R i t a  J o e ' s ,  The Poems o f  R i t a  J o e .

To a l l  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  f i e l d  n o t  mentioned above, 

t h e  n e g l e c t  i s  t h i s  a u t h o r ' s  s h o r t f a l l ,  and c e r t i f i c a t i o n  

t h a t  amounts o f  g r e a t e r  im por tance  rem ain  uncoun ted .

Harry  Weldon 
Truro ,  1995



The T h e s i s

In A p r i l  of  1992, t h e  f o l lo w in g  p r o p o sa l  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  

Linda  Markie, M i l lb rook  E d u ca t io n  C o un se lo r .

Dear Linda,

Regard ing  our  i d e a  t r a d i n g  s e s s i o n s ,  you w i l l  
f i n d ,  accompanying t h i s  l e t t e r ,  a r e q u e s t  f o r  
ad m iss io n  and t h e s i s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  I ( r e s e a r c h e r )  
would l i k e  t o  send t o  S a i n t  M ary 's  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  As we have d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  
canno t  be done w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  and gu idance  of  
l e a d e r s  and sp o k e sp e rso n s  w i t h i n  t h e  M i l lb ro ok  
community, and t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  community as 
a  whole. I am r e q u e s t i n g  your  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t a n c e  
in  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  and a d v i s e  you t h a t  w i th o u t  th e  
consensus  o f  Band r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  now and in  th e  
f u t u r e ,  t h i s  p ro p o s a l  w i l l  n o t  p ro c e e d .  Await ing  
your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  I am

S i n c e r e l y  y o u rs ,

Harry  V. Weldon

The s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t  and t h e s i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  th e  

F a c u l t y  o f  E d u ca t ion ,  S a i n t  M ary 's  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a l s o  in  A p r i l  

o f  1992, was a s  f o l lo w s .

I t  i s  my ( r e s e a r c h e r ' s )  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  th rou g h  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  and t h e  gu id an ce  o f  members and 
c o u n s e lo r s  o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  N a t iv e  community, we 
w i l l  fo rm u la te  an  i n t e r v i e w  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The 
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  examine a t t i t u d e s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  
co n ce rn in g  t h e  s t a t u r e ,  f u n c t i o n ,  and a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  e d u c a t io n  i n  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  N a t ive  Community. 
S u bsequ en t ly ,  i n t e r v i e w s  w i l l  be c o nduc ted ,  w i th  
t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  members o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  community, 
i n  any and a l l  h o use h o ld s  w i t h i n  t h e  sp h e re  of t h e  
Band t h a t  may comply.  Responses  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  
w i l l  p r o v id e  a  b a s i s  f o r  a  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  community 's  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .

The p rem ise  i s  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  based  i n  t h e  
c o l l e c t i v e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a  s o c i e t y .  The more 
d e f i n e d  our  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h e i r  
r e a l i z a t i o n .
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By Way o f  1992, t h e  t h e s i s  p ro p o sa l  was a c c e p t e d  by t h e  

F a c u l ty  o f  E d u ca t io n  a t  S a i n t  Mary 's  U n i v e r s i t y ,  The a p p ro v a l  

o f  th e  M i l lb ro o k  Band Council  was o b t a i n e d  th r o u g h  th e  

e f f o r t s  o f  L inda  Markie,  E d u ca t io n  C ounse lo r ,  who took  t h e  

p ro po sa l  t o  C la r a  Gloade,  E d u ca t ion  O f f i c e r ,  who b ro u g h t  t h e  

p r o j e c t  to  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  Band Council  a t  a  schedu led  

c o u n c i l  m ee t ing .  Linda Markie n o t i f i e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  i n  t h e  

autumn of  1992, t h a t  t h e  Council  had c o n sen te d ,  and t h a t  

t h e  p r o j e c t  co u ld  p ro ceed  w i th  a p p ro v a l .

The F a i l u r e  P ro c e s s

I t  was n e c e s s a r y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  pos tpone

i n i t i a l  p ro c e e d in g s  u n t i l  Sp r in g ,  1993; and in  May o f  t h a t

y e a r ,  t h e  fo l lo w in g  r e q u e s t  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  M i l lb ro o k

Community N e w s le t t e r .

EVERYONE WELCOME ____  What I s  E d uca t io n ?

I s  i t  N a t iv e  C u l t u r e ,  Micmac Language,
M athem atics ,  S c i e n c e , ..........

E d u c a t io n  C o u n se lo r ,  L inda  Markie and 
Harry  Weldon (Mr. H a r ry ) ,  Study C la s s  
T u to r ,  a r e  i n v i t i n g  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  
MILLBROOK RESIDENTS TO AN OPEN MEETING 
AT 6;00  PM, TUESDAY, JUNE 1 s t ,  1993 AT 
THE MILLBROOK SENIOR'S CENTRE.

The purpose  o f  t h e  m ee t ing  w i l l  be t o  
o u t l i n e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i s s u e s  and co nce rn s  
t h a t  a r e  o f  i n t e r e s t  and im portance  t o  t h e  
community . . . .  I f  you would l i k e  t o  have 
a p a r t  i n  h e l p i n g  d e f i n e  " e d u c a t io n "  and 
o u t l i n i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  t h e  
M i l lb ro o k  community, p l e a s e  come, young, 
o ld ,  and i n  t h e  m idd le .  Your i d e a s  and 
i n p u t  w i l l  be welcomed and a p p r e c i a t e d .
Come sh a r e  a  few i d e a s ,  some c o f f e e  o r  t e a ,  
and a c o o k ie  o r  two.
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Th« p r e c e d in g  p u b l i s h e d  r e q u e s t ,  m in im al ly  e d i t e d ,  s igned  

o f f  w i th  t h a n k s  and was b y - l i n e d  w i th  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  name. 

P o s t e r s  were s t r a t e g i c a l l y  d i s p l a y e d ,  as  w e l l .

The r e s e a r c h e r  p r e p a r e d  an opening  a d d re s s  f o r  a  l e c t u r e -  

s t y l e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  fo rm at ,  w i th  a  q u e s t io n / a n s w e r  p e r io d  f o r  

open d i s c u s s i o n  and g e n e r a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  [see  appendix  A ] . 

The i n t e n t i o n  was t o  s t i m u l a t e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  g l e a n  t h e  co n ce p ts  

sparked  by t h e  d i a lo g u e ,  and c o n s t r u c t  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  from 

t h e  r h e t o r i c a l  h a r v e s t .

A cyn ic ism  from t h e  1960 ' s  t a u n t e d ,  "What i f  t h e y  had a 

war and nobody came." That  i s  an a p t  d e s c r i p t o r  f o r  what 

happened t h a t  Tuesday ev en in g ,  June  1, 1993. E du ca t ion  

Counse lor  L inda  Markle, T eache r  A id es ,  J a n e t  Bernard  and Jen  

Gloade,  and t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  h e l d  awkward sway o v e r  an 

u n a n t i c i p a t e d  abundance o f  t e a  and c o o k ie s .

The r e s e a r c h  would n o t  come t o  r e s e a r c h e r ;  e rg o ,  the  

obv io us .  The q u e s t i o n  was, what would t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  have f o r  

an in s t r u m e n t?  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  d i s t r i b u t e  a p r i n t e d  

sy n o p s is  o f  t h e  d e f u n c t  m e e t in g  [see  appendix  A] t h a t  had 

s e v e r a l  back pages  where i n d i v i d u a l  comments were r e q u e s t e d  

and ample space  r e s p e c t f u l l y  p ro v id e d  f o r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  to  

f i l l  in  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and i n s i g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Q u e s t io n s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  were t o  be d e r iv e d  

from th e  r e t u r n e d  c o p i e s .  T h is  a t t e m p t  a t  m u s t e r in g  lo c a l  

o p in io n  was a s  in a d e q u a te  a s  t h e  n u l -m ee t in g  had been.  Three 

o f  twenty  were r e t u r n e d  [see  a p p en d ix  B ] . A t tem pts  were made
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to  c o l l e c t  completed c o p ie s  from t h e  homes t o  which th e y  had 

been d e l i v e r e d .  But i t  was found t h a t  t h e  c o p ie s  were e i t h e r  

not  completed or  m isp laced  by th e  rem ainder  o f  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  

c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  The few r e t u r n s  cou ld  n o t  be c o n s id e r e d  t o  be 

s u f f i c i e n t  in p u t  t o  form t h e  framework of  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

The p r o s p e c t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  an i n s t r u m e n t  w i th o u t  t h e  

community's in pu t  would c o n s t i t u t e  an anachron ism .  I t  was 

fundamental  t o  the  c o ncep t  o f  th e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  " c o l l e c t i v e  

a s p i r a t i o n s "  be th o se  o f  t h e  community. A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t h a t  

was not  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  community would n o t  be a good t o o l  

because i t  would he prone t o  r e f l e c t  a s p i r a t i o n s  embedded in  

t h e  q u e s t i o n s .

E thnographer ,  J .  P. S p ra d ley ,  s t a t e s  in  The E thn o g ra p h ic  

In te rv ie w  t h a t ,  " the  q u e s t i o n  answer sequence i s  a s i n g l e  

element i n  human t h i n k i n g , "  [Sprad ley ,  1979]. G e r t ru d e  S t e i n  

i s  r e p u te d  t o  have r e p l i e d  t o  t h i s  p l e a  from an ad m ire r  a t  

h e r  d e a th  b e d ' s  s i d e ,  "Miss S t e i n .  Miss S t e i n .  What i s  t h e  

Answer?", w i th  a s u c c i n c t  and f i n a l ,  "Young man. Young man. 

What i s  t h e  q u e s t io n ? "  S o c r a t e s  saw no d i f f e r e n c e  between one 

or  the  o t h e r .

Impasse: t h e  r e s e a r c h  cou ld  n o t  proceed ' w i th  a q u e s t i o n i n g  

in s t ru m e n t  f o r  use i n  t h e  M i l lb roo k  community t h a t  was n o t  

g e n e ra te d  by th e  M i l lb ro o k  community. The community had n o t  

responded t o  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  d e r i v i n g  t h e  

in s t ru m e n t .  The r e s e a r c h ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n ce iv ed ,  cou ld  n o t  

proceed  w i th o u t  th e  i n s t r u m e n t .
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The B e t t o r  Idea

The am b ig u i ty  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n / a n s w e r  r i d d l e  h e ld  the  

s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  impasse .  The q u e s t i o n s  ( o r  answ ers)  had t o  be 

t h e  focus  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  The r e s e a r c h e r  had been a d v is e d  by 

an o f f i c e r  o f  th e  M i l lb ro o k  Band Council  t h a t  t h e  peop le  of  

h i s  community were, " s i c k  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  T hey 've  been 

coming a round  h e re  w i th  t h o s e  t h i n g s  f o r  y e a r s , "  Con t inu ing  

t h e  r e s e a r c h  meant abandon ing  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  But no t  t h e  

q u e s t i o n s .  To c r e a t e  a p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  community 's  e d u c a t io n a l  

a s p i r a t i o n s ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  would seek  t o  f i n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

(o r  answers)  t h a t  were on t h e  community 's  mind. I t  would f i n d  

q u e s t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  th a n  a sk  them.

The r e s e a r c h  method would be a l t e r e d .  No q u e s t i o n n a i r e .

The t h e s i s  would rem a in  as  s t a t e d ,  Responses t o  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w s  would p r o v id e  a b a s i s  f o r  a  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  

community 's  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h is  meant t h a t  

i n t e r v i e w s  would be co n d u c ted ,  b u t  w i th o u t  a s e t  of  s p e c i f i c  

q u e s t i o n s  -  hence ,  open ended,  w i t h o u t  a s e t  o f  c u es .

The change o f  p l a n  was d i s c u s s e d  w i th  th e  M i l lb ro ok  

E d u ca t io n  C o u nse lo r  who s u p p o r t e d  t h e  new d i r e c t i o n ,  and 

s u p p l i e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i th  a d i r e c t o r y  o f  h o u se h o ld e r s  

r e s i d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  M i l lb roo k  R ese rve .

At t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  e n l i s t e d  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

Sandy Joe  J u l i e n  t o  accompany t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  on i n t e r v i e w  

v i s i t a t i o n s .  Sandy Joe  was i n  h i s  f i n a l  y e a r  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  

p r e p a r i n g  t o  a t t e n d  u n i v e r s i t y  t h e  f o l lo w in g  y e a r .  He was
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well  l i k e d  and r e s p e c t e d  by t h e  p e o p le  o f  M i l lb r o o k ,  t h e  

community i n  which he was bo rn ,  He had been known by t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  f o r  fo u r  y e a r s ,  as  a  s t u d e n t  and young f r i e n d .

His co n sen t  t o  a s s i s t  was a p p r e c i a t e d  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  and 

i n v a l u a b l e  t o  th e  r e s e a r c h .  Sandy Joe  h e lp e d  t o  l o c a t e  

r e s i d e n c e s ,  f a c i l i t a t e  i n i t i a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  g e n e r a t e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  and t a k e  c o r r o b o r a t i n g  n o t e s .  He was, as w e l l ,  

a c o o p e r a t i v e  and s u p p o r t i v e  companion i n  t h e  f i e l d ,

The M i l lb ro o k  Reserve  C iv ic  Numbers l i s t  [ s e e  ap pend ix  C] 

in c lu d e d  S h e e t  Harbour Reserve  and Cole H arbour  R ese rve  b o th  

o f  which were in  t h e  gove rn ing  sp h e re  of  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band 

Counc i l ,  b u t  were g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  d i s t a n t  from t h e  M i l lb ro o k  

N a t ive  Community and, c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t .  The r e s e a r c h  was c e n t e r e d  a rou n d  t h e  35 

a c r e s  found by C h a r le s  Wilmot i n  1873.

The I n t r o d u c t i o n  P r o c e s s

The c i v i c  l i s t  p ro v id e d  t h e  names and s t r e e t  numbers f o r  

153 h o u seh o ld s  i n  M i l lb ro o k .  The r e s e a r c h e r  u se d  t h e  1993 

Mari t ime Tel & Tel D i r e c t o r y  f o r  N o r t h e a s t e r n  Nova S c o t i a ,  

Truro  s e c t i o n ,  t o  o b t a i n  t e l e p h o n e  numbers f o r  h ou seh o lds  

w i th  p u b l i c l y  l i s t e d  phones .  The i m p l i c i t  p r i v a c y  r e q u e s t e d  

by an u n p u b l i s h e d  number was r e s p e c t e d ,  and t h e  r e s e a r c h  was 

l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  househ o ld s  w i th  c u r r e n t  a v a i l a b l e  l i s t i n g s .  

The t e l e p h o n e d  r e q u e s t  made t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  r e s p o n d e n t  

fo l low ed  a g e n e r a l  format  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d ,  " H e l lo ,
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my name i s . , , , " ,  t h a n ,

I 'm  t h a  Study C la s s  t u t o r .  Tha s t u d a n t a  c a l l  
me, Mr. H a r ry .  I ’m a s k in g  p e o p la  i n  M i l lb ro ok  
t o  h e l p  us w i th  a s tu d y  wa a r e  do ing  i n  th a  
community. Wa have t h a  app ro v a l  o f  t h e  Band 
C ounc i l  t o  a sk  p e o p le  i f  t h e y  would l i k e  t o  be 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n .  I f  you a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d ,  Sandy Joe  J u l i a n ,  who i s  h e lp in g  me 
w i th  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  and I would l i k e  t o  v i s i t  
you a t  your  home and t a l k  t o  you a b o u t  e d u c a t io n .

Seven ty - tw o  r e s i d e n c e s  had c u r r e n t l y  l i s t e d  phone numbers. 

F i f t e e n  o f  t h e s e  l i s t i n g s  r e s u l t e d  i n  no answer .  Repeated 

c a l l s  o v e r  s e v e r a l  days a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  were 

n o t  l i k e l y  t o  re sp o n d .  Three c a l l s  r e n d e r e d  answer ing  

machines t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  no r e p l y  t o  th e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  

r e c o r d e d  r e q u e s t .  E ig h t  r e s i d e n t s  were n o t  i n t e r e s t e d ,  or  

p r e f e r r e d  n o t  t o  be i n t e r v i e w e d .  One r e s i d e n t  e m p h a t i c a l ly  

r e f u s e d .  Ten r e s i d e n t s  r e q u e s t e d  t e n t a t i v e  pos tponem ents .  

T h i r ty - tw o  r e s i d e n t s  c o n se n te d  t o  be i n t e r v ie w e d ,  and 

a p p o in tm en ts  were a r r a n g e d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  c a l l .  Homes 

w i th o u t  phones would be app roached  d u r in g  our  canvas of  

t h e  homes we had r e a c h e d  by phone. We began o u r  f i e l d  s tu d y  

on J u l y  6, 1993.

The I n t e r v i e w  P ro c e s s

T h i r t y - tw o  in te n d e d  a p p o in tm e n ts  were i n i t i a l l y  made by 

t e l e p h o n e  i n  J u l y .  However, a  minor  myriad o f  h in d r a n c e s  

p r e c i p i t a t e d  pos tponem ents  and r e s c h e d u l i n g .  By t h e  end of  

t h e  month, f i f t e e n  i n t e r v i e w s  had been  com ple ted .  On a few 

o c c a s i o n s ,  h a v in g  found o u r  s c h e d u le d  i n t e r v i e w  cou ld  n o t
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pro<3 9 ed AS p lanned ,  we approached  t h e  homes o f  n e ig h b o r in g  

r e s i d e n t s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  o u r s e l v e s  and o u r  pu rpose  a s  we had by 

phone, and upon t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o ld e r  conduc ted  an 

In te r v ie w  a t  t h a t  home. In  t h i s  way, f o u r  h ou se h o ld s  w i th o u t  

t e l e p h o n e  s e r v i c e  were i n c lu d e d  in  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  In  t h e  month 

of  J u l y ,  we o b ta in e d  f i f t e e n  p r im ary  i n t e r v i e w s .

Pr im ary  i n t e r v i e w s  w i l l  be used  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  f i r s t  

v i s i t  and in t e r v i e w  from t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t  and i n t e r v i e w  

document v e r i f i c a t i o n .  At t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  

t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  chose n o t  t o  b r i n g  a  t a p e  r e c o r d e r  t o  t h e  

i n t e r v i e w s ,  The r e c o r d e r  would p o s s i b l y  i n h i b i t  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

I t  might  a ro u s e  an e lem en t  o f  d i s t r u s t ,  g iv e n  t h a t  many o f  

th e  peop le  were m ee t ing  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

And f i n a l l y ,  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  more t h a n  one hundred  h o u rs  

o f  t a p e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was t o o  g r e a t  a  t a s k  f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  

t o  u n d e r t a k e .  The r e s e a r c h e r  and r e s e a r c h  a s s i s t a n t  to o k  

n o te s  d u r i n g  th e  c o u rs e  o f  each i n t e r v i e w .  The n o t e s  were n o t  

v e rb a t im ,  e x c e p t  where d i r e c t  q u o te s  were r e q u e s t e d  o r  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  a p o i n t  o r  a  d i r e c t i o n ,  F o l lo w in g ,  

and removed from, t h e  I n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  

c o n s t r u c t e d  a t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  i n  t h e  form o f  a 

j o u r n a l i s t i c  n a r r a t i v e ,  and r e t a i n e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  u n t i l  a l l  

t h e  p r im ary  in t e r v i e w s  were com ple ted .  At a l a t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  

second i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n  was a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  p u rpose  o f  

v e r i f y i n g  t h e  pr im ary  i n t e r v i e w  t r a n s c r i p t .  I t  was emphasized 

a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a l l  I n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h e d
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d o c u m e n ta t io n  of t h a t  i n t e r v i e w ,  would be s u b j e c t  to  t h e  

s c r u t i n y  and approva l  o f  t h e  p e r s o n ( s )  In t e r v i e w e d ,  The 

r e s p o n d e n t s  were a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  t h e  p r im ary  

i n t e r v i e w  would be p roduced  f o r  t h e i r  e d i t o r i a l  p r i v i l e g e  a t  

a  su b s e q u e n t  and c o n c l u s i v e  i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  a c c u ra c y  of t h e  c o n te n t  of  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  

document c o u ld  no t  be a t t a i n e d  w i th o u t  t h e i r  p e r u s a l  and 

v e r i f i a b l e  c o n s e n t ,

In  t h e  month of August ,  we were a b l e  t o  add e le v e n  more 

i n t e r v i e w s  t o  th e  r e s e a r c h ,  September meant c o l l e g e  f o r  Sandy 

J o e ,  and t e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  T w en ty -s ix  i n t e r v i e w s ,  

co nd u c ted  i n  a  community l i s t i n g  153 h o use h o ld s ,  gave t h e  

r e s e a r c h  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  hav ing  rea ch e d ,  in  a s y s t e m a t i c ,  

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  random manner,  s e v e n te e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  homes 

in  M i l lb r o o k ,  R esearch  was suspended w i th  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  

t h e  f i e l d  work com ple ted .  That  i s ,  t h e  u n v e r i f i e d  n a r r a t i v e s  

o f  t w e n t y - s i x  i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n s  were f i l e d ,  and t h e  r e s e a r c h  

d e la y e d  u n t i l  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  cou ld  r e a c t i v a t e  t h e  f i l e .

The C o n v e r s a t i o n a l  P r o c e s s  

An i n t e r v i e w  w i th o u t  a  s c r i p t  i s  something l i k e  a 

b u t t e r f l y  r i d i n g  a b r e e z e .  The b u t t e r f l y  i s  d i r e c t e d  by t h e  

s t i m u l i  i n  i t s  v i c i n i t y .  I t  has a  s e n se  o f  d i r e c t i o n  and a 

p u rp o se  i n  i t s  motion ,  b u t  t h e  b r e e z e  i s  an om nip re sen t  and 

p ow erfu l  d e t e r m i n a n t  f o r  t h e  b u t t e r f l y ' s  f l i g h t  p a th s  and 

l a n d in g  p a d s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  b u t t e r f l y i n g  g e t s  done -  and 

so does t h e  open i n t e r v i e w ,
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Q uest ions  a b ou t  t h e  m o tives  f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a r o s e  on t h e  

t e l e p h o n e  w h i le  making i n t e r v i e w  a p p o in tm e n t s .  The q u e s t i o n  

was most o f t e n ,  " What k in d  o f  t h i n g s  do you want  t o  t a l k  

about?"  The r e s e a r c h e r  would e x p la in  t h a t  t h e  t o p i c  was go ing  

to  be e d u c a t io n ,  b u t  t h e r e  were no s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  to  

answer and no p a r t i c u l a r  s u b - t o p i c  was o f  any more i n t e r e s t  

t o  th e  r e s e a r c h  t h a n  a n o t h e r .  The same i n q u i r y  would occur  in  

th e  r e s p o n d e n t ’ s home, "Now, what d i d  you want t o  a sk  me 

about  e d u ca t io n ?"  To which t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  would r e p l y  t h a t  he 

had no q u e s t i o n s .  We had come t o  do a  l i t t l e  t a l k i n g  and i t  

could  s t a r t  where e v e r  our  h o s t  wanted i t  to  s t a r t .  Most 

o f t e n  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  were exchanges  i n  a 

s o c i a l  c o n te x t ,  and t h i s  a l low ed  a l l  p a r t i e s  t o  t e s t  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  p l a n t  upon which our b u t t e r f l i e s  had  l i t .

Some i n t e r v i e w s  fo cu sed  d i r e c t l y  on e d u c a t i o n .  For  some 

th e  ro u t e  was I n d i r e c t .  The amount o f  t im* our  t a l k s  r e q u i r e d  

v a r i e d  from one househo ld  t o  a n o th e r  -  t h e  s h o r t e s t ,  abou t  

twenty  m inu te s ,  t h e  l o n g e s t ,  a bou t  t h r e e  h o u r s .  Every 

In te rv ie w  added t o  t h e  pool o f  community o p in io n  t h a t  

g a th e re d  as we p r o g r e s s e d  from home t o  home. The Ml’kmaq have

a  t r a d i t i o n  c a l l e d  The T a lk in g  S t i c k .  At t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  h e r

book. Out o f  t h e  Depths ,  I s a b e l l e  Knockwood e x p l a i n s :

Our M l’kmaw a n c e s t o r s  used  t h e  T a lk in g  S t i c k  
t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  ev eryone  who wanted to  speak  
would have a  chance  t o  be h ea rd  and t h a t  t h e y  
would be a l lo w e d  t o  t a k e  a s  long  a s  t h e y  needed 
t o  say what  was on t h e i r  minds w i t h o u t  t h e  f e a r  
o f  b e in g  i n t e r r u p t e d  w i th  q u e s t i o n s ,  c r i t i c i s m s ,
l e c t u r e s  o r  s c o l d i n g s ,  o r  even b e in g  p r e s e n t e d
w ith  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  problems.[Knockwood, 1992, p . 7]
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When i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e  i n t e r v i e w e r s  were t h e r e  t o  

l i s t e n ,  t h e  p e o p le  b e in g  i n t e r v ie w e d  complied w i th  openness  

and en th u s ia sm .  The r e s e a r c h e r ' s  n o te  pad was u s u a l l y  no t  

produced b e f o r e  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d in g  came to  l i g h t .  And th e  

t r a d i t i o n  of  t h e  T a lk in g  S t i c k  p ro v id ed  t h e  p r o t o c o l  f o r  our  

v i s i t a t i o n .

The V e r i f i c a t i o n  P ro c es s

T r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  p r im a ry  in te rv iew ^  rem ained  in  s t a s i s  

u n t i l  June  o f  1994. At t h a t  t im e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  made two 

i d e n t i c a l  c o p ie s  o f  ev e ry  p r im ary  i n t e r v i e w  n a r r a t i v e .  I t  was 

a r r a n g e d  t h a t  Sandy Joe  J u l i e n  would, a g a in ,  accompany t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  on t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t a t i o n s .  All  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

p a r t i c i p a n t  were  s t i l l  r e s i d i n g  in  M i l lb ro o k ;  a l t h o u g h  t h r e e  

peop le  were a t  d i f f e r e n t  a d d r e s s e s .  Everyone who had spoken 

t o  us t h e  p r e v io u s  y e a r  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  see  u s ,  a g a in .  This  

was j u s t  good f o r t u n e .

R e tu rn  v i s i t a t i o n s  began  on t h e  6 th  o f  J u l y ,  1994, one 

y e a r  t o  t h e  day from t h e  f i r s t  of our  p r e v i o u s  v i s i t a t i o n s .  

The r e s p o n d e n t s  had been c o n t a c t e d  and reminded o f  our v i s i t

of  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r .  The r e s e a r c h e r ' s  r e q u e s t  fo l low ed  t h i s

p a t t e r n .

I would l i k e  t o  s i t  down w i th  you a g a i n  and 
show you what I w ro te  down from our  v i s i t  l a s t  
Summer. Like I s a i d ,  my r e s e a r c h  may be p u b l i s h e d  
a s  a  M a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s ,  and l i k e  I t o l d  you l a s t  
y e a r ,  you have t o  se e  and a g re e  w i th  t h e  c o n t e n t s  
o f  y o u r  i n t e r v i e w  b e f o r e  I can i n c l u d e  i t  i n  t h e
p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h .  I s  t h e r e  a good t im e  t h a t  we
can  come over  t o  y ou r  house and do t h i s ?
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The r e s e a r c h e r  and a s s i s t a n t  were c o u r t e o u s l y  r e c e i v e d  by 

a l l  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  Everyone seemed p l e a s e d  to  see  

us a g a in  and showed an  I n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  our 

p r o j e c t .  S o c i a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  t h a t  c a u g h t  a l l  p a r t i e s  up on 

p e r s o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s  of  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  p receded  t h e  

p o in t  where a t t e n t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  r e v i e w in g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  

document. H e re a t ,  each  i n t e r v i e w  n a r r a t i v e  was r e a d  w ith  

c a re  and a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l .

Respondents  had been a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p u rp o se  of  t h i s  

s e s s io n  was t o  In s u re  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  document was an  

a c c u r a t e  i n s c r i p t i o n  o f  our  o r i g i n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  They were 

encouraged t o  c o r r e c t ,  modify ,  o r  d e l e t e  any a s p e c t  of th e  

t e x t  t h a t  d e v i a t e d  from what th e y  th o u g h t  was r i g h t .  They 

were asked  t o  add t o  t h e  t e x t  a n y th in g  th e y  f e l t  had been 

missed o r  f o r g o t t e n  from t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ;  and th e y  were 

t o l d  t h a t  a  change o f  mind cou ld  be e n t e r e d ,  h e r e ,  a s  w e l l .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  were rem inded  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  uou ld  be 

p u b l i s h e d .  Then, when t h e  e d i t i n g  was com ple te ,  w i th  any 

change r e c o r d e d  on b o th  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  and t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  

copy, t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  i n i t i a l e d  th e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  copy and t h e  

r e s p o n d e n t  i n i t i a l e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  copy.

The t im e  o f  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n t e r v i e w  ran g e d  from one 

hour to  a b o u t  f i v e  h o u r s .  S ix  r e s p o n d e n t s  asked  t h a t  t h e y  be 

a l lowed t o  keep t h e  document f o r  a few days i n  o r d e r  t o  

examine i t  i n  g r e a t e r  d e p th .  U s u a l ly ,  a b o u t  two ho u rs  was 

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s o c i a l i s e ,  s tu d y ,  e d i t ,  and v e r i f y .
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The I n t e r v i e w s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  [ s e e  Appendix C] 

a r e  t h e  v e r i f i e d  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p ro c e s s  as  d e s c r i b e d ,  They 

a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  c o p ie s  i n i t i a l e d  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  and 

l e f t  in  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e s p o n d e n t s .

The i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  t h e  co re  of t h e  r e s e a r c h .  They have 

been in c lu d e d  in  e n t i r e t y  n o t  only t o  v e r i f y  t h e  d a t a ,  bu t  

t o  p e rm i t  a  s t u d e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  p o i n t s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  and 

d e g re e s  of  o b j e c t i v i t y  when d i s s e m in a t in g  and r a t i o n a l i z i n g  

t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i n f o r m a t io n  as o r g a n i s e d  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .

I n f o r m a t io n  D is s e m in a t io n

The n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  n o t  q u a n t i t a t i v e ,  b u t  some 

num er ica l  summation i s  e x p e d i t i o u s .  T w en ty -s ix  p r im ary  

in t e r v i e w s  and an equa l  number of r e t u r n  v i s i t s  f o r  e d i t i n g  

and v e r i f i c a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  excess  of  100 h o u r s  o f  v e rb a l  

communication.  This  was summarized i n  a l i t t l e  more th an  

t h i r t y  pages  o f  s i n g l e  space  s c r i p t ,  c o n t a i n i n g  in  excess  o f  

15,000 words.  The i s s u e s  o f  import ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  were 

on t h e  community 's  mind, were th e  t o p i c s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  

bobbing i n  an u n c h a r t e d  s e a  of words.

Any a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t o p i c s  be 

i s o l a t e d  from t h e  g e n e r a l  s c r i p t .  The i n t e r v i e w s  were each 

a s s i g n e d  a l e t t e r  o f  t h e  a lp h a b e t .  C o n s e q u e n t i a l  t o p i c s  of 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  were i s o l a t e d  from t h e  t e x t  o f  each  i n t e r v i e w ,  

and t h e  withdrawn t o p i c s  were l i s t e d  a s  members o f  l e t t e r e d  

i n t e r v i e w s .  L e t t e r  coded h ead in gs  h e lp e d  t o  d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e
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r e s e a r c h e r  and th e  r e s p o n d e n t  and to  reduce  b i a s  i n  t h e  t o t a l  

a n a l y s i s .  Four  hundred and n i n e t y - o n e  t o p i c s  were drawn from 

th e  I n t e r v i e w  m a n i f e s t  and f i l e d  w i th  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

i n t e r v ie w  [see  appendix  D ] .

The t o p i c s  l i s t  was t h e n  su rveyed  f o r  r e p e t i t i o n ,  and a l l  

r e p e a t e d  t o p i c s ,  o r  i n e x t r i c a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s ,  were 

combined to  form a c o n c e p t s  l i s t .  The l i s t  o f  t o p i c s ,  w i th  

r e p e a t s  d e l e t e d ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  263 c o n c e p ts .  An a d ju s tm e n t  i n  

fo rm at ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  m ain tenance  of  

c l a r i t y .  The l i s t  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  form i t  was used  

in  th e  r e s e a r c h ,  so t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  

may d i s c e r n  t h e  g i s t  o f  26 ex ten d ed  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  The m arg in  

c o n ta in s  t h e  l e t t e r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  a l p h a b e t i z e d  i n t e r v i e w  

t o p i c  l i s t  i n  Appendix D.

I n t e r v i e w  T o p ic s  With R epea ts  D e l e t e t e d

A Race employment c u l t u r e  h e r i t a g e  language  Resi
v a lu e s  p a r e n t i n g  s p i r i t u a l i t y  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  Mi'kmaq 
S t u d i e s  t e a c h i n g  methods

B fund ing  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  u p g rad in g  change 
programming a e o u n t a b i l i t y  jo b  p lacement  t h e  f u t u r e  
c r a f t s  d e c i s i o n  making e d u c a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  schoo l  
a t t i t u d e s  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  government s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  
economic m o b i l i t y

C a v a i l i b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  d r o p p in g - o u t  a l c o h o l  d ru g s  and 
school  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  computer  
programs GEDs L e a r n in g  C e n t re  language r e a d i n e s s  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n

D l i t e r a c y  E n g l i sh  lang u ag e  l e a r n i n g  by d o in g  r e t u r n i n g  
to  schoo l  p r i o r i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s e l f - e s t e e m  i n f o r m a t i o n  
and i n s t r u c t i o n
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E school  success  schoo l  s t r e s s  j u n i o r  h ig h  school  
r e in f o r c e m e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  customs t r a d i t i o n s  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  Mi'kmaq language s e n s i t i v i t y  t e a c h i n g  
communications l e a r n i n g  s t y l e  n a t u r a l  p ro c e s s  
s t e r e o t y p i n g  ig n o ra n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c c u ra c y  community 
i s s u e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  f a i r n e s s  e q u a l i t y  s u p p o r t  
p e r s i s t e n c e  i n - s e r v i c i n g

F c o o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  l e a r n e r  T r a n s i t i o n a l  Year Program 
p r i o r i t y  of fam i ly  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t  perform ance  
e a r l y  ch i ldhood  l e a r n e r s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  school  home 
i n s t r u c t i o n  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s

G t r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  
e d u c a t io n  and t r a i n i n g  dead-end  d ip lomas

H e d u c a t io n  by example f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l e a r n in g  p ro c e ss  
independence and i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c u l t u r a l  
dominance e a r l y  m a t u r i t y  of Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  Mi'kmaq 
g o a ls  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  e th n l c i s m  economic dominance 
economic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n a l  m o t i v a t i o n  i n d i v i d u a l  
achievement  u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n  i s o l a t i o n  or 
i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t e g r a t i o n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  N a t iv e  World 
Youth Global  A b o r ig in a l  Community c o u n s e l l i n g  Band 
o p e ra te d  e d u c a t io n  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t io n  c a r e e r s  
r o l e s  i n  t h e  community community s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y

I Ml' kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  and language i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .

j  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  s o c i o 
c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  f a m i ly  v a lu e s  economic c h a l l e n g e  
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  community r o o t s  community 
a l l e g i a n c e s  academic e x p e c t a t i o n s  c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s  
economics and e d u c a t i o n  Access Program Community 
Co l lege

K motherhood and school  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s

L n a t u r a l  l e a r n in g  l i f e  s k i l l s  The Church e d u c a t i o n  and
l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  c u l t u r a l  r e s u r g e n c e  p a t i e n c e  
d e d i c a t i o n  c o o p e r a t i o n  t h e  Pow Wow

M good t e a c h e r s  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
school  p r a i s e  a c c e p ta n c e  and b e lo n g in g  i n s e c u r i t y  
and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r  p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  
p e r s o n a l i z i n g  school  P u b l i c  School Program
p s y c h o lo g y /s o c io lo g y  c u r r i c u lu m

N e lem en ta ry  e d u c a t io n  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s e n i o r  h igh  schoo l  
s u p p o r t  from home i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  school  encouragement 
f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  academic a s s i s t a n c e  in fo rm al
e d u c a t io n  ro n - fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n  u p d a t in g  e d u c a t i o n a l
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a t t i t u d e s  en co u rag in g  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n

0 i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  p e rso n s  w i th  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a c t i o n  u p d a t in g  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  d i s a b i l i t y

P c i t i z e n s h i p  humour p a s t  ach ievem en ts  i n  e d u c a t i o n  b a s i c  
s k i l l s  l i f e - l o n g  l e a r n i n g  you th  and t h e  f u t u r e  work ing  
t o  be e d u c a te d  r e s p o n s i b i l i e s  o f  t h e  young t a k i n g  
advan tage  of  e d u c a t io n

Q Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  se l f -em ploym en t  u t i l i z i n g  t a l e n t  
t a k i n g  c r e a t i v e  r i s k s  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e  
a c h i e v i n g  q u a l i t y  do in g  your  b e s t  e n jo y in g  what you do

R t e a c h e r  a i d e s  s tu d y  c l a s s e s  p r i o r i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  c h i l d  c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i o n  Mi'kmaq 
e d u c a to r s  in  d e c i s i o n  making t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  t e a c h e r  
e d u c a t io n  t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s  r e c o g n i z i n g  p r o g r e s s

S  e d u c a t i n g  t e a c h e r s  methods o f  e d u c a t in g  s t a n d a r d s  in  
e d u c a t io n  e x p e c t a t i o n s  s e l f - w o r t h  p a r o c h i a l  school  
commitment and s a c r i f i c e  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
customs and t r a d i t i o n s  m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e  2 0 th  
c e n t u r y  i n f l u e n c e  s o c i a l  change v a lu e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s

T b e lo n g in g  t e a c h e r / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t e a c h e r s  from 
e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  c l a s s  s i z e  l o s t  in  t h e  crowd 
th e  o u t s i d e r  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r  s o c i a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  
r u r a l  vs  u rb an  e d u c a t i o n  s p e c i a l  programming The 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program a t t e n d a n c e  e v a l u a t i o n

U t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  Access Program A f f i r m a t iv e  A c t ion  
e t h n i c  economic s t ig m a  s o c i a l  programs and p o l i t i c a l  
g o a l s  t h e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  
s o c i a l  programs t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  schoo l  
env ironm en ts  r o l e  models t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o u n d a t io n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n

V s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  schoo l  th e  d i f f e r e n t  k i d s  t e a c h e r s  in  
n e u t r a l  t h e  slow l e a r n e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  p e e r  i n f l u e n c e  
h e lp i n g  w i th  homework p a r e n t s  a t  school  home r e a d i n g  
em phas iz ing  e d u c a t i o n

W c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  C u l tu r e  Day drumming r e p l a c i n g  
ig n o ran c e  r a c i a l  b lo ck a d es  a d d r e s s i n g  r e a l  I s s u e s  
Non-Mi'Kmaq p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  s t u d e n t  
invo lvem ent  c u l t u r a l  exchange programs a c c u r a t e  
h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r a l  awareness

X le g a l  c o u n se l  law e d u c a t io n  s i m p l i s t i c  h i s t o r y  
r e c t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  myth o f  t h e  savage



23
Ml' kmaq p h i lo so p h y  t h e  E q u i t a b l e  S o c i e ty  t r e a tm e n t  
o f  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  ig n o ran ce  
d e t e r r e n t s  f o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  i n s u l t ,  and I n j u r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le  I n  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
th e  o l d  boys network  s e n s i t i v i t y  and aw areness  t r a i n i n g  
th e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change t h e  f o r c e  t o  m a in t a in  th e  
s t a t u s - q u o  c u l t u r a l  aw areness  workshops opening minds

y g e t t i n g  e x t r a  h e lp  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  t im e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  
l e a r n  l e a r n i n g  from l i f e  i m p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t io n  
School o f  Hard Times

Z a n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y  N a t iv e  C ounc i l  o f  Nova S c o t i a  
r e l e v a n t  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  c l a r i f y i n g  te x tb o o k s  
Mi'kmaq H i s t o r y  Month Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  encourag ing  and 
e d u c a t in g  d e c i s i o n  makers  Ml'kmaqs on school  boards 
E n g l i sh  i s  a  second language  Mi'kmaq t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  a d d re s s e d  from a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  
e f f e c t s  o f  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on s t u d e n t  performance  
m u l t l - c u l t u r a l  I n s t r u c t i o n  In  scho o l  
i n t e r e s t i n g  e d u c a t io n

At t h i s  j u n c t u r e  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p r o c e s s ,  a d a t a  base f o r  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  f i e l d  work c o n s i s t e d  o f  26 

i n t e r v i e w s .  The 263 c o n c e p t s ,  above,  were g le a n e d  from 491 

t o p i c s  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s .  And, a s  

we s h a l l  s e e ,  664 r e f e r e n c e s  th r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  w i l l  be 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  co ncep ts  and t o p i c s  h e r e t o  d e f i n e d  and 

t r a n s c r i b e d .

D i s c e r n in g  C a te g o r i e s

The t a s k  o f  d e l i n e a t i n g  a  p r o f i l e  of  t h e  M i l lb ro ok  

community 's  e d u c a t io n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  demanded a much c l e a r e r  

image t h a n  a  d i r e c t o r y  o f  a b o u t  260 c o n c e p t s ,  drawn from 

n e a r l y  500 t o p i c s ,  r a i s e d  i n  over  100 hours  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

w i th  ab o u t  40 p e o p le .  The b r e a d t h  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  r e q u i r e d  a 

s h a rp en in g  o f  focus and g r e a t e r  d e f i n i t i o n .
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Arranging  th e  d a ta  so t h a t  th e  focus  was s h a r p e r  r e q u i r e d  

some o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The l i s t  of  I n t e r v i e w  Topics  With R e p ea ts  

De le ted ,  though wide r a n g i n g ,  p rov id ed  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i th  a 

to o l  t h a t  was p h y s i c a l l y  c o n c i se  enough to  t e s t  co n ce p ts  f o r  

p o s s ib l e  i n c l u s i o n  in  b r o a d e r  c a t e g o r i e s .  The l i s t  a l s o  

enabled th e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  choose (o r  t o  r e j e c t )  c a te g o r y  

t i t l e s  in  te rm s of t h e i r  scope ,  c o n t r a s t ,  and r e l e v a n c e  t o  

the  concep ts  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  t o p i c  l i s t  t o o l .

The r e s e a r c h e r  a s s i g n e d  fo u r  c a t e g o r i e s  t o  accommodate t h e  

whole o f  t h e  d a t a .  The c a t e g o r i e s  were b road :  I n h e r i t a n c e ,  

Values, P e r s p e c t i v e s ,  and E x p e c t a t i o n s .  The h e ad in g s  o f f e r e d  

a spac ious  g e n e r a l i t y  f o r  t h e  accommodation o f  a wide ran g e  

of  t o p i c s .  The head ings  had scope.  The meanings a n d /o r  

d e f i n i t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  th e  head ing  te rm s were 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  remote from one a n o th e r  t o  p ro v id e  c o n t r a s t ,  and 

th e  te rm s had u n i v e r s a l  r e l e v a n c e .  The c a t e g o r i e s  a l s o  

a l lowed f o r  t h e  d imension  o f  t ime t o  be i n f e r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

Term d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  t i t l e s  a r e  as  f o l lo w s :

I n h e r i t a n c e  -  i s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  and immutable s p i r i t  
and p h y s i c a l  be in g  d e r i v e d  from o n e ' s  
f o r e b e a r s  and p r e d e c e s s o r s .

Values -  a r e  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  form and
e x p re s s  o n e ' s  moral p r e c e p t s  and c o n c e p t s  
of w o r t h i n e s s .

P e r c e p t i o n  -  an e lem en t  of e x i s t e n c e  f o r  which one 
e x p r e s s e s  an aw areness .

E x p e c t a t io n  -  e x p re s s e d  a n t i c i p a t i o n  f o r  t h a t  which has  
y e t  t o  o c cu r .
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The f o u r  d e f i n i t i o n s  were,  a l s o ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  g e n e r i c  

t o  p ro v id e  co nce p tu a l  c a b i n e t s  f o r  a l l  t h e  t o p i c s  drawn from 

t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  [Appendix D ] . P l a c i n g  t h e  t o p i c s  i n  c a t e g o r i e s  

was a t a s k  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  v a r y i n g  d e g re e s  o f  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

Most of t h e  t o p i c s  found c a t e g o r i e s  e a s i l y ,  some r e q u i r e d  

more c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n ,  a few r e q u i r e d  a  f i n e - t u n e d  

a p p r a i s a l  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  A s e l e c t  few, as no ted  in  th e  

Topic A n a l y s i s ,  r e f u s e d  t o  be p ig e o n -h o le d  and landed in  two 

c a t e g o r i e s .  But ,  a l l  o f  t h e  t o p i c s  found a n e s t .

At t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a ,  t h e  

c a te g o r y  o f  I n h e r i t a n c e  c o n ta in e d  35 t o p i c s ,  Values c o n ta in e d  

52 t o p i c s .  P e r c e p t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  121 t o p i c s ,  and E x p e c ta t io n s  

c o n ta in e d  55 t o p i c s .  Those t o p i c s  d i s p l a y i n g  a r e c a l c i t r a n t  

d e g re e  o f  a m b ig u i ty  were s h u f f l e d  in  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s  and 

in c lu d e d  i n  two c a t e g o r i e s .  The p r o f i l e  began t o  resem ble  a 

l a r g e  m ural ,  i n  p r o g r e s s  -  a c o l o u r f u l  background w i th  b a re  

b lo ck s  of  w a l l  where t h e  s u b j e c t s  were,  as y e t ,  unformed.

The Emerging Panorama 

The assem bly  p r o c e s s  had a r r a n g e d  t h e  d a t a ,  d i s c e r n e d  

s u i t a b l e  c a t e g o r i e s  In  which to  b e g in  t o  o r g a n iz e  a mass of 

raw m a t e r i a l ,  and s o r t e d  t h e  range  o f  in f o r m a t io n  under  fo u r  

g e n e r a l  h e a d in g s .  The d a t a  below each  head ing  was rev iew ed ,  

and t o p i c s  were g a th e r e d  i n t o  g ro u p s .  Groups were assembled  

from t o p i c s  t h a t  e x h i b i t e d  a  r e a s o n a b l e  commonali ty -  which 

I n f e r s  a span  from l o g i c a l  t o  a r g u a b l e .  A cco rd in g ly ,  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r  t h e n  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  members o f  each group and
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l i s t e d  them i n  Grouping R a t i o n a l e s .  The s t u d e n t  of  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  i s  encouraged t o  seek  ag reem en t  o r  d e b a t e  w i th  t h e  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  members i n  a g roup ,  The number o f  g roups  i n  a 

c a te g o r y  was l im i t e d  t o  s i x .  The number of  t o p i c s  i n  a  group  

ranged  from one t o  tw e n ty -  seven .  Group d e s i g n a t i o n s  were 

de te rm ined  by th e  t o p i c a l  mode i n  t h e  Group R a t i o n a l e .  S iz e  

o f  group and weight  were u n r e l a t e d .  The g r o u p ' s  w e igh t  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  groups  i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y  c o u ld  be b e t t e r  

I n f e r r e d  by t h e  number o f  t im e s  t h e  g r o u p ' s  m o d a l i ty  was 

i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  occur  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s .  A 

t a l l y  o f  t h e  o c cu r ren ce  o f  group modes f o r  a l l  i n t e r v i e w s  was 

performed and r e c o rd e d .  T h is  summative re v ie w  o f  t h e  

a l p h a b e t i z e d  t o p i c  l i s t s  p r o v id e d  f r e q u e n c i e s  f o r  t h e  number 

o f  r e f e r r a l s  a s s i g n a b l e  t o  each g ro u p .  I t  was a s e l e c t i o n  

p ro c e s s  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  d e n o te d  and 

connoted  r e f e r e n c e s .  R e fe re n c e s  were d e f i n e d  and c a t a lo g u e d  

a c c o rd in g  t o  meanings Im par ted  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  i n t e r v i e w s .  

However, h e r e  to o ,  f u r t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d e b a t e  and f u t u r e  

s tu d y  i s  i n v i t e d  and encouraged  by t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .

C a t e g o r i c a l  Summation 

The f o l lo w in g  s e c t i o n  [pages 27 -  42] c o n t a i n s  a  paradigm 

comprised  o f  d a t a  t h a t  was s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  l o c a t e d ,  i d e n t i f i e d  

and i s o l a t e d  from 26 i n t e r v i e w  documents [Appendix C ] . The 

d a t a  d i s p l a y e d  h e r e i n  r e s u l t s  from a s p e c i f i c  e x p l o r a t i o n .  

A p p l i c a t i o n s  beyond t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t  a r e  

s u b j e c t  t o  t h i s  a p p a r e n t ,  and r e s t r i c t i v e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .
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A Categorical Summation
of Rationalised Groupings
and Topic Frequencies

Category: Inheritance
Topics:

I n t e r v i e w
35 t o p i c s Groups: Frequency:

number
of  t o p i c s

r a c e
c u l t u r e 3 C u l tu re 43
h e r i t a g e
language 12 T r a d i t i o n 34
R e s i d e n t i a l  School
t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s 9 E th n lc ism 23
Mi'kmaq S t u d i e s
c r a f t s 6 Mi'kmaq S tu d ie s 13
customs and Language
t r a d i t i o n s
Mi'kmaq language 4 Family 12
fam i ly
e d u c a t i o n  by example 4 C u l t u r a l  Loss 9
e th n l c i s m
community r o o t s
motherhood p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s 134
t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s
c u l t u r a l  r e s u r g e n c e
t h e  Pow Wow 43 8 t o p i c s  i n  two groups
c i t i z e n s h i p  
p a s t  a ch iev em en ts  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e  
p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l in g  
i n t e r p r e t i n g  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  
t r a d i t i o n a l  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s  
c u l t u r a l  c o s t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  
C u l tu r e  Day 
drumming
F i r s t  N a t io n s  h i s t o r y  
Mi'kmaq p h i lo s o p h y  
c u l t u r a l  awareness  
Mi'kmaq H i s t o r y  Month 
E n g l i s h  language 
m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  ism
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Rationale for the
Categorical Summation
of Inheritance

Category ;  I n h e r i t a n c e  35 t o p i c s

T opics ;  Grouping r a t i o n a l e  F requency;

C u l tu r e ;  8 t o p i c s

c u l t u r e  35 t o p i c s  i n
h e r i t a g e  c a t e g o r y
language
t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e  " 43 t o p i c s  i n
Mi'kmaq language * groups
c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y
Mi'kmaq p h i lo so ph y  * Repea ted  t o p i c s
c u l t u r a l  awareness  i n d i c a t e d  by *

T r a d i t i o n ;  12 t o p i c s

th e  g e n e r a t i o n s  *
c r a f t s
customs
t r a d i t i o n s
e d u c a t io n  by example 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  
p a s t  ach ievem ents  In  e d u c a t i o n  
p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l in g  *
I n t e r p r e t i n g  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  
drumming
F i r s t  N a t ion s  H i s t o r y  
E n g l i sh  language *

E thn lc i sm ;  9 t o p i c s  

rac e
e th n lc i s m  
community r o o t s  
c u l t u r a l  r e s u r g e n c e  
th e  Pow Wow 
c i t i z e n s h i p  
C u l tu r e  Day 
Mi'kmaq H i s to r y  Month 
m u l t i * e u l t u r a l i s m
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I n h e r i t a n c e  R a t i o n a l e  ( co n t in u e d )

Mi'kmaq S t u d i e s  and language :  6 t o p i c s

Mi'kmaq S tu d ie s  
Mi'kmaq language * 
t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e  * 
t r a d i t i o n a l  Mi'kmaq P a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s  * 
Mi'kmaq p h i lo s o p h y  *
Mi'kmaq H i s t o r y  Month *

Family :  4 t o p i c s

t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  *
fa m i ly
motherhood
t r a d i t i o n a l  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s

C u l t u r a l  l o s s :  4 t o p i c s

R e s i d e n t i a l  schoo l  
p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l in g  * 
c u l t u r a l  c o s t s  o f  e d u c a t io n  
E n g l i s h  language *
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A Categorical Summation
of Rationalised Groupings
and Topic Frequencies

Category; Values
Topics: 52 topics Groups :

I n t e r v i e w  
Frequency  :

number 
o f  t o p i c s

18

10

12

10

r e s p e c t  f o r  v a lu e s  
p a r e n t i n g  
s p i r i t u a l i t y  
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
p r i o r i t y  of  e d u c a t i o n  
s e l f - e s t e e m  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y  
f a i r n e s s  and e q u a l i t y  
su p p o r t  
p e r s i s t e n c e  
independence  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
p e r s o n a l  m o t iv a t io n  
i n d i v i d u a l  ach ievem ent  
u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n  
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  
f a m i ly  v a lu e s  
community a l l e g i a n c e  
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  
t h e  Church 
p a t i e n c e
n a t u r a l  l e a r n i n g  
d e d i c a t i o n  
p r a i s e
a c c e p ta n c e  and b e lo n g in g
s u p p o r t  from t h e  home
i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  schoo l
encouragement  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n
encouragement  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n
humour
working  to  be e d u c a te d  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  young 
t a k i n g  ad van tage  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
u t i l i z i n g  t a l e n t  
t a k i n g  c r e a t i v e  r i s k s  
a c h i e v i n g  q u a l i t y  
do ing  your  b e s t  
e n jo y in g  what you do 
s t a n d a r d s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  
s e l f - w o r t h
commitment and s a c r i f i c e  
v a lu e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t h e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t i o n

P e r s o n a l
Q u a l i t i e s  44

E d u c a t io n a l  
A t t r i b u t e s  30

P a r e n t i n g  and 
Role M odel l ing  28

G ener ic  and 
Family Values 20

S o c ia l
P r i o r i t i e s  16

1 N a tu ra l  L ea rn ing  7

p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  145

56 4 t o p i c s  i n  two groups

( t o p i c s  c o n t . )  
r o l e  models 
c o n s i s t e n c y  
I n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n  
p a r e n t s  a t  schoo l  
em phas iz ing  e d u c a t i o n  
s t u d e n t  involvem ent  
l e g a l  counsel  
t h e  E q u i t a b l e  S o c i e ty  
a n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y



31
Rationale for the
Categorical Summation
of Values

Category: Values : 52 topics
T op ics :  Grouping R a t io n a l e

P e rso n a l  q u a l i t i e s ;  18 t o p i c s

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  * 
s e l f - e s t e e m  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y  
p e r s i s t e n c e  
independence  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
p e r s o n a l  m o t i v a t i o n  
i n d i v i d u a l  ach ievement  
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  * 
c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  
p a t i e n c e  
d e d i c a t i o n  
u t i l i z i n g  t a l e n t  
t a k i n g  c r e a t i v e  r i s k s  
a c h i e v i n g  q u a l i t y  
do in g  your  b e s t  
e n jo y in g  what  you do 
s e l f - w o r t h

E d u c a t io n a l  a t t r i b u t e s :  10 t o p i c s

p r i o r i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
p r a '  e
i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  school
encouragement  o f  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e d u c a t i o n
working t o  be ed uca ted
t a k i n g  a d v an tag e  of e d u c a t io n
s t a n d a r d s  of  e d u c a t io n
c o n s i s t e n c y
I n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n

P a r e n t i n g  and r o l e  m od e l l in g :  5 t o p i c s

p a r e n t i n g  
fam i ly  v a l u e s  * 
s u p p o r t  from t h e  home 
r o l e  models 
p a r e n t s  a t  s c h o o l

Frequency:

52 t o p i c s  in  
c a t e g o r y

56 t o p i c s  in  
groups

r e p e a t e d  t o p i c s  
i n d i c a t e d  by *
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Values R a t i o n a l e  ( c o n t in u e d )

Generic  and fam ily  v a l u e s :  12 t o p i c s

r e s p e c t  f o r  v a lu e s  
s p i r i t u a l i t y  
f a i r n e s s  and e q u a l i t y  
fam i ly  v a lu e s  * 
t h e  Church 
humour
commitment and s a c r i f i c e  
v a lu e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t h e  v a lu e  of  e d u c a t io n  
em phas iz ing  e d u c a t io n  
th e  E q u i t a b l e  S o c i e t y  
a n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y  *

S o c ia l  p r i o r i t i e s :  10 t o p i c s

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  * 
su p p o r t
u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n  
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  * 
a c c e p ta n c e  and b e lo n g in g  
encouragement f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  young 
s t u d e n t  involvement  
l e g a l  counse l  
a n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y  *

N a tu ra l  l e a r n i n g :  1 t o p i c  

n a t u r a l  l e a r n in g
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C a teg o ry ;  P e r c e p t io n s  

T op ic s :  121 t o p i c s
number 
o f  t o p i c s

Groups :
I n t e r v i e w
Frequency;

t e a c h i n g  methods
fun d ing  16
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
t r a i n i n g
upgrad ing  27
programming
d e c i s i o n  making in  sc h o o ls  
school  a t t i t u d e s  26
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  e d u c a t io n  
d r o p p in g - o u t
a l c o h o l ,  d ru g s ,  and school  27
a c t i v e  l e a r n in g  
computer programs 
r e a d i n e s s  and g rad e  l e v e l  16
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  
l i t e r a c y
E n g l i s h  11
l e a r n i n g  by doing 
i n f o r m a t i o n / i n s t r u c t o r  q u a l i t y  
school  success  
school  s t r e s s  
j u n i o r  h ig h  school 
r e in f o r c e m e n t  . . . .
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  123
s e n s i t i v i t y  
q u a l i t y  o f  t e a c h i n g  
communication 
l e a r n i n g  s t y l e
l e a r n i n g  a s  a n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s
s t e r e o t y p i n g
igno rance
community i s s u e s
r e c o g n i t i o n  of  ach ievem ent
c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r
e v a l u a t i o n s  of  s t u d e n t  perform ance
e a r l y  c h i ld ho o d  l e a r n e r s
i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g
p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g
f a i l u r e  i n  th e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s
m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e ' s  c u l t u r a l  dominance
e a r l y  m a t u r a t i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n
economic dominance
economic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
i n t e g r a t i o n  c o m p l i c a t io n s

Leve ls  o f
E d u ca t io n  72

Teaching  Methods, 
L ea rn in g  S t y l e s  70

Problems and 
P r a c t i c e s  68

A d m in is te r in g  
E d u ca t io n  57

C u l tu r e  and 
E d u ca t io n  56

Community and 
E d u ca t io n  47

p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  370

2 t o p i c s  in  two groups



34
C a te g o r i c a l  Summation 
of  P e r c e p t i o n s  ( co n t in u e d )

Band o p e ra te d  e d u c a t i o n  
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  
r o l e s  i n  th e  community 
community s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  
Mi'kmaq c u r r ic u lu m  
Non-Mi'kmaq i n t e r f e r e n c e  
s o c i a l  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
economics and e d u c a t i o n  
l i f e  s k i l l s
e d u c a t io n  and s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g
good t e a c h e r s
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  schoo l
i n s e c u r i t y  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e
p e r s o n a l i z i n g  school
t h e  P u b l i c  School Program
p s y c h o lo g y /s o c io lo g y  c u r r i c u lu m
e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n
s e n i o r  h igh  school
in fo rm a l  e d u c a t io n
non-fo rm al  e d u c a t io n
u p d a t in g  e d u c a t io n a l  a t t i t u d e s
i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s
b a s i c  s k i l l s
l i f e - l o n g  l e a r n in g
se l f -em ploym ent
t e a c h e r  a id e s
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f
c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i o n
school  f a c i l i t i e s  and p o p u l a t i o n
t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s
r e c o g n i t i o n  of  schoo l  system p r o g r e s s
e d u c a t i n g  t e a c h e r s
methods o f  e d u c a t in g
m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e
20 th  c e n tu r y  i n f l u e n c e
s o c i a l  change
t e a c h e r / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t e a c h e r s  from e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  
c l a s s  s i z e  
l o s t  i n  t h e  crowd
t h e  o u t s i d e r  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
s o c i a l  s e n s i t i v i t y
r u r a l  vs  u rb an  e d u c a t i o n
a t t e n d a n c e
e v a l u a t i o n
e t h n i c  economic s t ig m a
s o c i a l  programs and p o l i t i c a l  g o a l s
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C a te g o r i c a l  Summation 
o f  P e r c e p t i o n s  ( c o n t in u e d )

e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n
school  environm ents
t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
th e  fo u n d a t io n  of  an e d u c a t i o n
s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  school
th e  d i f f e r e n t  k i d s
t e a c h e r s  in  n e u t r a l
th e  slow l e a r n e r  d e s i g n a t i o n
p e e r  i n f lu e n c e
i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  ig n o ra n c e
r a c i a l  b lockades
a d d r e s s in g  r e a l  i s s u e s
s i m p l i s t i c  h i s t o r y
r e c t i f y i n g  in f o r m a t io n
th e  myth o f  t h e  savage
t r e a t m e n t  of e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s
r e p l a c i n g  ignorance  w i t h  knowledge
th e  o ld  boys network
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change
th e  f o r c e  to  m a in t a in  t h e  s t a t u s  quo
th e  a b i l i t y  to  l e a r n
i n d i v i d u a l  g o a l s
dead-end  diplomas
l e a r n i n g  from l i f e
i m p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t io n
School o f  Hard Times
r e l e v a n t  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m
c l a r i f y i n g  t e x t  books
Mi'kmaq t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s
Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  from a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s
i n t e r e s t i n g  e d u c a t io n
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Rationale for the
Categorical Summation
of Perceptions

C ategory ;  P e r c e p t i o n s ;  121 t o p i c s

T op ics ;  Grouping R a t i o n a l e

Level  o f  e d u c a t io n :  16 t o p i c s

t r a i n i n g
upgrad ing
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n  
j u n i o r  h ig h  school  * 
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  
l i f e  s k i l l s  
e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n  
s e n i o r  h ig h  school 
in fo rm al  e d u c a t io n  
non-fo rm al  e d u c a t io n  
b a s i c  s k i l l s  
l i f e - l o n g  l e a r n in g  
e d u c a t in g  t e a c h e r s  
t h e  f o u n d a t io n  of  an e d u c a t io n  
School o f  Hard Times

Teaching m e th o d s -1 e a rn in g  s t y l e s :  27 t o p i c s

t e a c h i n g  methods 
a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  
computer  programs 
r e a d i n e s s
i n f o r m a t i o n  and i n s t r u c t i o n
r e i n f o r c e m e n t
t e a c h i n g
l e a r n i n g  s t y l e
n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s
c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  l e a r n e r
e v a l u a t i o n s  of s t u d e n t  pe rfo rm ance
e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  l e a r n e r s
i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n in g
f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s
m a t u r a t i o n  o f  Mi'Kmaq c h i l d r e n
n a t u r a l  l e a r n i n g
good t e a c h e r s
p e r s o n a l i z i n g  school
c h i l d  c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i o n
t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s
methods o f  e d u c a t in g

Frequency :

121 t o p i c s  i n  
c a t e g o r y

123 t o p i c s  in  
groups

r e p e a t e d  t o p i c s  
i n d i c a t e d  by *

( t o p i c s )  
t e a c h e r / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n  
t e a c h e r s  i n  n e u t r a l  
p e e r  i n f l u e n c e  
t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  
l e a r n i n g  from l i f e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n
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P e r c e p t io n s  R a t i o n a l e  ( c o n t in u e d )

Problems and p r a c t i c e s  o f  e d u c a t io n :  26 t o p i c s

school  a t t i t u d e s  
d ropp ing  out
a l c o h o l ,  d rugs  and sc h o o l  
l i t e r a c y  
school  su c c e s s  
school  s t r e s s
j u n i o r  h ig h  =* (ach ievem en t )  
s e n s i t i v i t y  * 
communication 
r e c o g n i t i o n
i n s e c u r i t y  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e
u p d a t in g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s
i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n s
l o s t  in  t h e  crowd
th e  o u t s i d e r  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
a t t e n d a n c e
e v a l u a t i o n
school  env ironm ents
t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  schoo l
th e  d i f f e r e n t  k id s
th e  slow l e a r n e r  d e s i g n a t i o n
a d d r e s s i n g  r e a l  i s s u e s
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change
i n d i v i d u a l  g o a ls

A d m in is te r in g  e d u c a t io n :  27 t o p i c s

fund ing
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
programming
d e c i s i o n  making
i n f o r m a t i o n  a c c u ra c y
p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g
economic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
Band o p e r a t e d  e d u c a t i o n
Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m
economics and e d u c a t i o n
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  sc h o o l
th e  p u b l i c  school  program
p s y c h o lo g y / s o c io lo g y  c u r r i c u lu m
t e a c h e r  a i d e s
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f
t h e  p h y s i c a l  p l a n t  (group t o p i c s  c o n t in u e d )
c l a s s  s i z e
r u r a l  v s  u rb an  e d u c a t i o n  de ad-end  diplomas
s o c i a l  programs and p o l i t i c a l  g o a l s  i m p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t io n
e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  Mi'kmaq c u r r ic u lu m
s i m p l i s t i c  H i s to r y  c l a r i f y i n g  te x tb o o k s
r e c t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  Mi'kmaq t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s
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P e r c e p t io n s  R a t io n a l e  ( c o n t in u e d )

C u l tu re  and e d u c a t io n :  16 t o p i c s

E n g l i sh
s t e r e o t y p i n g
ignorance
c u l t u r a l  dominance
i n t e g r a t i o n  c o m p l ica t io n s
m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n t e r f e r e n c e
s o c i a l  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e
20th  c e n tu r y  in f lu e n c e
t e a c h e r s  from e th n i c  m i n o r i t i e s
e th n i c  economic s t igm a
r e p l a c i n g  ignorance
r a c i a l  b lockades
th e  myth of th e  savage
i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  ig n o ran ce
Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  from a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s

Community and e d u ca t io n :  11 t o p i c s

s o c i a l i z a t i o n
r o l e s  in  th e  community
community s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y
s o c i a l  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
e d u c a t io n  and s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g
s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
c o c i a l  change
s o c i a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  *
t r e a tm e n t  o f  e th n ic  m i n o r i t i e s
th e  o ld  boys network
th e  fo r c e  to  m a in ta in  t h e  s t a t u s  quo
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3 9

C ategory :  E x p e c ta t io n s

12

10

8

E d u ca t io n  
Takes Time

R e tu rn in g  
t o  School

Looking 
f o r  Change

G e t t i n g  
E x t r a  Help

Employment 
and E d u ca t ion

E du ca t in g  
f o r  t h e  Fu tu re

T o p ic s :  55 t o p i c s  Groups:
number 
of t o p i c s

employment
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  11
job  p lacem ent  
t h e  f u t u r e
e d u c a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  9
government 
s o c i a l  m o b i l i ty  
economic m o b i l i t y  
GEDs
The M i l lb ro o k  L e a rn in g  C en tre  
a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  
r e t u r n i n g  to  school  
i n - s e r v i c i n g
th e  T r a n s i t i o n  Year Program 
i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  home 
d e v e lo p in g  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s  
M i l lb r o o k  E d u ca t io n  Cen tre  
t r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
Mi'kmaq g o a l s  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  
N a t iv e  World Youth 
t h e  g l o b a l  a b o r i g i n a l  community 
c o u n s e l l i n g  
c a r e e r s
economic c h a l l e n g e  
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
academic e x p e c t a t i o n s  
t h e  Access Program 
Community C o l lege  
academic a s s i s t a n c e  
u p d a t i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  
i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e rso n s  
you th  and t h e  f u t u r e  
Mi'kmaq e d u c a to r s  i n  d e c i s i o n  making 
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  
S p e c i a l  E du ca t ion  programming 
t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program 
A f f i r m a t iv e  A c t io n  
s o c i a l  programs 
h e lp  w i th  school  work a t  home 
home r e a d i n g

In te r v ie w
Frequency:

43

44

42

38

23

20

p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  215

57 2 t o p i c s  in  two groups
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C a t e g o r i c a l  summation 
o f  E x p e c ta t io n s  ( c o n t in u e d )

Non-Mi'kmaqs i n  Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  
C u l tu r e  Day
c u l t u r a l  exchange programs 
law e d u c a t io n
d e t e r r e n t s  f o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  i n s u l t ,  and i n j u r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
s e n s i t i v i t y  and awareness  t r a i n i n g  
opening  minds
e x t r a  h e lp  w i th  school  work in  t h e  community 
e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  t im e 
N a t iv e  c o u n c i l  o f  Nova S c o t i a  
Mi'Kmaq t e a c h e r s
e n co u rag in g  and e d u c a t in g  d e c i s i o n  makers 
Ml'Kmaqs on schoo l  boards
e f f e c t s  of Mi'Kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on s t u d e n t  pe rform ance
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Rationale for the
Categorical Summation
of Expectations

Category!  E x p e c t a t i o n s

T op ic s :  Grouping  r a t i o n a l e  Frequency:

55 t o p i c s  in
E d u ca t io n  t a k e s  t im e :  11 t o p i c s  c a te g o ry

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  57 t o p i c s  in
N a t iv e  World Youth groups
t h e  g l o b a l  a b o r i g i n a l  community
d e v e lo p in g  r e a d in g  s k i l l s  r e p e a t e d  t o p i c s
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  by *
Non-Mi'kmaqs in  Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  
C u l tu r e  Day
c u l t u r a l  exchange programs 
law e d u c a t i o n  
opening  minds
N a t iv e  C ounc i l  o f  Nova S c o t i a  

R e tu rn in g  t o  s c h o o l :  9 t o p i c s

GEDs
The M i l lb r o o k  L ea rn ing  C en t re  
a d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  
r e t u r n i n g  t o  school  
i n - s e r v i c i n g
The T r a n s i t i o n  Year Program 
The Access Program 
Community C o l le g e  
i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  home*

Looking f o r  change:  1? t o p i c s

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  
e d u c a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  
government
u p d a t in g  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s
i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  d i s a b l e d  p e rs o n s
Mi'Kmaq e d u c a t o r s  i n  d e c i s i o n  making
d e t e r r e n t s  f o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  i n s u l t ,  and i n j u r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  peo p le  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
s e n s i t i v i t y  and aw areness  t r a i n i n g  
Mi'Kmaq t e a c h e r s
e n c o u rag in g  and e d u c a t i n g  d e c i s i o n  makers 
Mi'Kmaqs on school  b o a rd s
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E x p e c ta t io n s  R a t i o n a l e  ( c o n t in u e d )

G e t t i n g  e x t r a  h e lp :  lo  t o p i c s

i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  home * 
counsel  l i n g
The M i l lb ro o k  E duca t ion  Centro  
academic a s s i s t a n c e  
S p e c ia l  E duca t ion  programming 
The I n t e r m e d i a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program 
h e lp  w ith  school  work a t  home 
s o c i a l  programs *
h e lp  w ith  school  work from th e  community 
home r e a d i n g

Employment and e d u c a t io n :  8 t o p i c s

employment 
job  p lacem en t  
economic m o b i l i t y  
t r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
c a r e e r s
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
A f f i r m a t iv e  Act ion  
s o c i a l  programs *

E duca t ing  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e :  7 t o p i c s

th e  f u t u r e  
economic c h a l l e n g e  
Mi'Kmaq g o a l s  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  
academic e x p e c t a t i o n s  
youth and t h e  f u t u r e
e f f e c t s  of  Ml'Kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on s t u d e n t  pe rfo rm ance  
e d u c a t io n  t a k e s  t ime
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The A n a ly s i s

When a d j u s t i n g  a c a m e r a ' s  fo cu s ,  one may o f t e n  a r r i v e  a t  

c l a r i t y  and, by c o n t in u in g  t o  t u r n  t h e  l en s  a p p a r a t u s ,  b e g in  

t o  l o s e  d e f i n i t i o n .  R egard ing  i n t e n t s  and p u rp o se s ,  h e r e i n ,  

t i g h t e n i n g  t h e  screw a n o t h e r  t u r n  in  th e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  a 

p r o f i l e  f o r  such a mobile  and m a l l e a b le  panorama as  th e  

c o l l e c t i v e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  a v i b r a n t  and i n t r i c a t e  community 

would be t r y i n g  to  focus  beyond t h e  l i m i t s  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,

As i t  s t a n d s ,  th e  d a t a  has f o u n d a t io n  and form. I t  c a n , i f  

so chosen ,  be e x e r c i s e d  p r a g m a t i c a l l y .  For i n s t a n c e ,  th e  

r e s e a r c h e r  has b e e n * in v o lv e d  w i th  a c o l l e g e  e n t r y  endeavor  

c a l l e d  th e  Access Program. I t  i s  mentioned s e v e r a l  t im es  in  

t h e  r e s e a r c h .  As a t o p i c ,  i t  i s  among n ine  in th e  group. 

R e tu r n in g  t o  s c h o o l ,  u nd e r  t h e  c a t e g o r y ,  E x p e c ta t i o n s .  A 

s t u d e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  may be s a t i s f i e d  w i th ,  s imply ,  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of The Access Program in  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  R e la te d  

t o p i c s  in  t h e  group may be o f  i n t e r e s t .  I t s  i n c l u s i o  in  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  o f  E x p e c ta t io n s  may p o s s i b l y  be e n l i g h t e n i n g .  The 

s t u d e n t  can f i n d  i t  i n  t h e  a l p h a b e t i z e d  t o p i c  l i s t s ,  and 

l o c a t e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  i n  which i t  app ea red ;  and she o r  he can 

become b e t t e r  a c q u a in t e d  w i th  th e  so u rc e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  

by r e a d i n g  t h e  I n t e r v i e w  n a r r a t i v e .  A s t u d e n t  o f  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  may --»̂ sh t o  d e te r m in e  what k ind  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  may 

be p l a c e d  on an a s p e c t  o f  Mi'kmaq language in  th e  M i l lb ro o k  

community.
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A h y p o t h e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  may be posed,  "Would i t  be 

worthwhile  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a  Band o p e r a t e d  

schoo l ,  so t h a t  th e  Mi'kmaq language i s  a s s u r e d  a  p l a c e  i n  

th e  c u r r icu lu m ?"  This  i s  a  complex and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

q u e s t i o n .  The r e s e a r c h  may shed a  l i t t l e  l i g h t  on how th e  

q u e s t i o n  co u ld  be app ro ached .  The te rm  "w or thw hi le"  co nno tes  

Values .  "Band o p e ra t e d  s c h o o l s , "  i s  found i n  P e r c e p t i o n s .  

"Mi'kmaq lan g u a g e ,"  i s  found in  I n h e r i t a n c e .  "Curr icu lum " may 

be found in  bo th  P e r c e p t i o n s  and E x p e c t a t i o n s .  Top ics  and 

r e l a t e d  con cep ts  may be fo l lo w ed  and ru m in a te d  upon from 

r e f e r r a l s  to  i n t e r v i e w s .

The r e s e a r c h  w i l l  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  i s s u e ,  and p o s s i b l y  

i n d i c a t e  a d i r e c t i o n .  I t  has  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  a 

q u e s t io n ,  b u t  lack s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and p re su m p t io n  f o r  

answering  a q u e s t i o n .  In t h i s  c r i t i c a l  sense  i t  a d h e r e s  t o  

t h e  t h e s i s  p r o p o s a l .

Mathematica l  m a n i p u l a t i o n s  may be d e v i s e d  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b a s i c  and c i r c u m s p e c t  s t a t i s t i c a l  models.

But, i t  shou ld  be no ted  t h a t  q u a n t i t a t i v e  methods a p p l i e d  to  

what i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  q u a l i t a t i v e  r e s e a r c h  may be m a n ip u la t in g  

numbers t h a t  app ly  more t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

th an  to  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  i t s  q u a l i t a t i v e  f o u n d a t i o n .

However, m athem at ica l  models can se rv e  t o  e x p e d i t e  any 

number o f  s e l e c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  a s t u d e n t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  may 

wish to  employ. For example , an e s t im a b l e  w e ig h t  co u ld  be 

ach ieved  f o r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  " c u l t u r e  and e d u c a t i o n . "



45

Locate  t h e  t o p i c  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y ,  P e r c e p t i o n s .  Not ice  

t h a t  t h e  te rm s  c u l t u r e  and e d u c a t io n  a r e  c r o s s - c a t e g o r i c a l ;  

meaning f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  in  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  may be 

w a r ra n te d .  From th e  Index, i t  i s  shown -  P e r c e p t i o n s :

T o ta l  number Group: number o f  In t e r v ie w
of t o p i c s :  group t o p i c s  Frequency:

5 th
123 of  6 16 C u l t u r e  and 56

E d u ca t io n

p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  370

The t o t a l  number o f  t o p i c s  i n  the  indexed  a c c o u n t  i s  277 w i th  

double  e n t r i e s  in c lu d e d .  The t o t a l  number o f  r e f e r r a l s  i n  th e  

indexed r e s e a r c h  i s  864.

C ons ide r  f i r s t  t h a t  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  P e r c e p t i o n s  c o n ta in s  

123 of  277 t o p i c s  (44%), b u t  t h e  c a t e g o r y  i s  one o f  fo u r .

The s i z e  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  may minimize t h e  w e ig h t  o f  one 

component. A m athem at ica l  mean f o r  fo u r  c a t e g o r i e s  of 277 

p a r t s  would be 69 .25 .  The c a t e g o r y  of  P e r c e p t i o n s  i s  1.78 

t im e s  t h e  s i z e  of  th e  m athem atica l  mean. Hold and ap p ly  t h i s  

a d ju s tm e n t  t o  l a t e r  c a l c u l a t i o n s .

C o ns id e r  n e x t  t h a t  t h e  group,  C u l tu r e  and E d u ca t io n ,  i s  

comprised o f  16 t o p i c s  o f  t h e  t o t a l  123 t o p i c s  i n  th e  

c a t e g o r y  (13%). The m athem a t ica l  mean f o r  s i x  g roups  o f  123 

p a r t s  would be 2 0 .5 .  The group of  C u l t u r e  and E d u ca t io n  i s  

0 .78  t im e s  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  mean.



46

C onside r  n e x t  t h a t  t h e  I n t e r v i e w  Frequency  f o r  r e f e r r a l s  

in  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t o p i c  l i s t s  f o r  C u l t u r e  and E d u ca t io n  i s  56 

of  a t o t a l  of  370 p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  (15%). The mean f o r  370 

p o i n t  r e f e r r a l s  from s i x  g roups  i s  6 1 .7 .  The group of C u l tu r e  

and E d u ca t io n  i s  0.91 t im e s  th e  s i z e  o f  t h e  mean. A n a ly s i s :

C u l tu r e  and e d u c a t io n  

Frequency 0 .91 

Group s i z e  0 .78  

Category  s i z e  1.78

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between group s i z e  and f req u e n cy  o f  

r e f e r r a l  i s  i n v e r s e .  Hence a  group s i z e  w i l l  be a d j u s t e d  t o  

r e a d  th e  i n v e r s e  of 0 .7 8 .  The p ro d u c t  of t h e  mean 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s :  0 .91 X 1 .28  X 1.78 = 2 .0 8 .

C o n s id e r in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a th em a t ica l  m a n ip u la t io n s  

o u t l i n e d  above,  i t  may be advanced t h a t  t h e  group o f  t o p i c s  

c o n ta in e d  by C u l tu r e  and e d u c a t i o n  can be r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  

p ro d u c t  o f  mean r a t i o s ,  2 . 0 8 .  A s i m i l a r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

r em a in in g  t w e n t y - t h r e e  g roups  w i l l  d e r i v e  mean r a t i o s  t h a t  

e x h i b i t  comparable  p r o d u c t s  and p r o v id e  a s c a l e  f o r  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  m easu rab le  v a r i a t i o n .

The room f o r  m a n ip u la t io n  i s  a s  c a p a c io u s  as t h e  s t r e t c h  

of  num er ica l  s c i e n c e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  does n o t  

wish t o  imply t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  m a th em a t ica l  o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  

models f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The f o r e g o i n g  example s e r v e s  on ly  

t o  admit  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  m a th em a t ica l  methods may be
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a p p l i e d  f o r  what  must be w e l l  d e f in e d  p u r p o s e s ,  a s  would th e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  any of  t h e  p re c e d in g  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  p o s s i b l e  

u se s  f o r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  emphasizes t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t io n  

g a th e r e d  in  t h e  course  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  was d i s s e m in a t e d  and 

o r g a n iz e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b j e c t i f y  a l a r g e  body o f  t e s t im o n y  

comprised ,  m o s t ly ,  of  s u b j e c t i v e  a p p r a i s a l .

An a p p a r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i s  in  p l a c e  where o b j e c t i v i t y  

i s  sough t  a s  an  end p ro d u c t  o f  a r e n d e r i n g  o f  s u b j e c t i v e  

m a t e r i a l s .  The dichotomy does no t  r e s o l v e ,  b u t  t h e r e  a re  

f a c e t s  t h a t  a l lo w  th e  p i e c e s  a q u a l i f i e d  c o n j u n c t i o n  -  as 

t h e r e  a r e  f a c e t s  of  th e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  r e v e a l  a s p e c t s  o f  a 

community e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  and o f f e r  an  i n s i g h t  o r  

sp a rk  an i n t e r e s t  t h a t ,  i n  t u r n ,  w i l l  a s s i s t  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  

i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  un ique  communities l i k e  M i l lb ro o k .

Answers?

The q u e s t i o n / a n s w e r  r i d d l e  remains  a  c h a l l e n g e ,  and i t  i s  

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  n o t  be 

examined f o r  c o n c lu s iv e  r e s u l t s .  The f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  

q u e s t i o n s  p r e c i p i t a n t  t o  q u a l i f i e d  r e p l i e s  was n o t  a concern  

a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  R a th e r ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  n a v ig a te d  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h o s e  c h a r t e d  l a n e s .  The p rop o sa l  

was t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  of 

t h e  M i l lb ro o k  N a t iv e  Community. I t  was a c h i e v e d  by g a t h e r i n g
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and r e c o r d i n g  a s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p r e s s io n  o f  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

th e  community on th e  open t o p i c  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  The r e s e a r c h ,  

a s  w e l l ,  p ro v id e d  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  

and consequen t  r e s e a r c h .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a  s p e c i a l  t o o l  must be 

f a sh io n ed  f o r  a s p e c i a l  j o b ;  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  models t h a t  axiom.

Next

A s t o r y  from th e  "neck o f  th e  woods" where t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  

t a u g h t  in  h i s  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c i n g  e d u c a t i o n  t e l l s  o f  a 

man whose w h e n - I - g e t - a r o u n d - t o - i t  ways were l e g e n d a ry .  His 

name was 6us .

Gus was h e a rd  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  h i s  good f r i e n d ,  W il ly ,  a b o u t  

how he was g o in g  t o  have a f i e l d  t h a t  s t r e t c h e d  from h i s  b a rn  

t o  h i s  b o a t - h o u s e  b u l ld o z e d  and c l e a r e d  o f  a dozen,  or  so , 

l a r g e  ro cks  t h a t  had s a t  s t o l i d l y  on t h a t  p r o p e r t y  f o r  as  

long as  he o r  W il ly  cou ld  remember. W il ly  l i s t e n e d  p a t i e n t l y  

t o  h i s  o ld  f r i e n d s '  g r a n d i o s e  l a n d sca p in g  p l a n s  b e fo r e  s a d l y  

and r e s o l u t e l y  shak ing  h i s  head.  "No Gus, y o u 'd  b e t t e r  n o t  do 

t h a t . "  W il ly  a d v is e d ,  " I f  you went and d id  i t ,  w h e re 'd  you 

keep your t o o l s ?

The a n ec d o te  i s  n o t  a c a s u a l  a s i d e .  The a n a lo g y  i s  

a p p a r e n t .  The r e s e a r c h  t o o l  deve loped  in  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  t h i s  

p r o j e c t  i s  an i n s t r u m e n t  meant  t o  be u se d .  I t ' s  a  p i t y  when 

a good t o o l  s u f f e r s  n e g l e c t .  As t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  

t e a c h  and l e a r n  i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  a labo u r  i n
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p r o g r e s s ,  and th e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a c q u i r e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c o u rse  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  

have p ro v id ed  what may be s e e n  a s  an  i n i t i a t i o n .

The nex t  s t e p  w i l l ,  p r o b a b ly ,  i n v o lv e  a c h ie v in g  a s h a r p e r  

focus  i n  a d e f i n e d  a re a  o f  community c o n ce rn .  The r e s e a r c h e r  

i n te n d s  to  c u l t i v a t e  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  p r o c e s s  by g i v i n g  

a p u b l i s h e d  copy o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  a l l  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  of 

t h e  p r o j e c t .  A v e rb a l  ag reem ent  has been reached  w i th  Band 

o f f i c e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t  i n  s e c u r i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  c o p ie s  

f o r  t h o s e  who choose t o  c o n t i n u e  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e  

ongoing work. The p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  be t o l d  to  e x p e c t  t h e  

r e s e a r c h e r ' s  r e t u r n ,  and t o  be a sk ed  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n p u t .  The 

emphasis a t  t h i s  s t a g e  w i l l  be t o  d e f i n e  dominant and key 

a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  and c o n c e rn .  The ach ievem ent  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

shou ld  be t h e  fo rm a t io n  o f  a  p r im ary  co n sen su s ,  which sh o u ld  

prove  u s e f u l  i n  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y .

A modern t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  The L o r d ' s  P r a y e r  i n t o  E n g l i s h  from 

Mi'kmaq b e g in s ,  "Our F a t h e r ,  who i s ,  p ro b a b ly ,  i n  Heaven."

The a cc e p ta n c e  of  change, w i t h  f a i t h  i n  c o n t i n u a t i o n ,  i s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  p e o p le  who have h e lp e d  d e v e lo p  t h e  

t h e s i s  of  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  I t  w i l l  be w i th  t h e i r  h e lp  t h a t  i t  

w i l l  c o n t in u e .

There i s  no word f o r  good-bye  in  Mi'kmaq. There i s  a 

te rm  t h a t  i n f o r m a l l y  t r a n s l a t e d  i s ,  "Be s e e in g  you, a g a i n . "

N m u ' l t i s
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The Speech

WBIA? US

AGENDA

G ath erin g  and a e a tin ?

Vat coming and read in g  o f  opening paper 

A value#  p r io r i t y  workehep

S uggeatlons fo r  in te rv iew  g u id e lin e s  

Open d is c u s s io n  and refreshm ents
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D efin ing  # community Concept f o r  
Q u a li ty  o f  E duca tion  and E d u ca tio n a l G oals.

A g ro a t  d e a l o f a t te n t io n  i s  g iven  tq  te a c h e r  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  

o r  s tu d e n t perform ance when peop le  t a l k  abou t e d u c a tio n , S t ’may 

seem th a t  we measure hew w ell e d u c a tio n  i s  w orking fo r  us by 

looking a t  hew w ell th e  e d u c a to rs  and ou r "ed u ca tees"  a re  

do ing . We a tte m p t to  judge th e  su e c e is  o f  th e  e d u c a tio n  p ro cess  

on th e  s k i l l s  o f  te a c h e rs  and th e  t a l e n t s  o f s tu d e n t s ,  But t h i s  

i s  l ik e  sa y in g  you can t e l l  how w ell th e  bus i s  w orking by 

cheeking o u t th e  people w ho .rid e  I t ,  We r e a l ly  c a n ' t  t e l l  much 

about th e  shape o f our t r a n s p o r ta t io n  w ith o u t ta k in g  a h ard  

look a t  th e  b u s .
P u b lic  ed u ca tio n  and p u b lic  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  have some s im i la r  

a sp e c ts  We pay fo r  a r id e  to  somewhere we have d ec ided  we want 

to  go. We bump along a  p re sc r ib e d  rq u te  w ith  a  few f r ie n d s  and 

a  crowd o f  s t r a n g e r s ,  and e v e n tu a lly  g e t t o  where we had 

In tended , At l e a s t ,  some o f u s  do . Imagine d r iv in g  down th e  

highway o f  l i f e  and fo llow ing  th e  Bus o f  sc h o o l, y o u ‘would have 

to  be a v e ry  a l e r t  and qu ick  th in k in g  d r iv e r  t o  av o id  th e  

passengers who jump, f a l l ,  o r  a re  thrown o f f  a lo n g  th e  way. You 

would be w ondering what in  th e  w orld could  be wrong w ith  th e  

bus th a t  p eo p le  could n e t w a it f o r  th e  scheduled  s to p s .  And i f  

you fo llow ed th e  bus. to  i t s  l a s t  s to p  you would bo a s to n ' hod 

to  f in d  how few of th e  t r a v e l l e r s  a c tu a l ly  made i t  to  th e  end 

o f th e  l i n e .  You would probably  no t d ism iss  th e  peop le  l e f t  

along th e  ro ad  as  "d ro p -o u ts"; and say to  y o u r s e lf ,  "They had 

t h e i r  o p p o rtu n ity  and th ey  blew i t . "  You would be mere l ik e ly
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t e  eay , "What th#  h e l l  happened on th a t  hue?" And you might 

want t o  ta k e  a  long, hard  look a t  t h a t  bu# ru n . fieoau ie  i t  

eu re  look* l i k e  a l o t  o f peop le  d i d n 't  g e t  th e  r i d e  th e y  p a id  

fo r ,  and d i d n ' t  g e t  where th e y  wanted to  go.

We want t o  s t a r t  by a sk in g  where th e  people i n  th e  M illbrook 

N ative  Community want to  go w ith  ed u ca tio n . By e d u c a tio n  we 

mean th e  whole le a rn in g  p ic tu r e ,  and th i s  in c lu d e s  th e  

community and  th e  sc h o o ls . A p e rso n 's  edu ca tio n  comes from th e  

f u l l  fo rc e  o f  th e  environm ent. A balanced  and m eaningful 

ed u ca tio n  i s  l i k e ly  to  be ,Che r e s u l t  o f  a good b a lan ce  among 

th e  In s tru m e n ta l fo rc e s  t h a t  n u rtu re  a  p e rs o n 's  grow th . To ta k e  

a look a t  e d u c a tio n  we shou ld  look f i r s t  in to  th e  community, 

because e d u c a tio n  means much more th a n  what sch o o ls  do. A 

w arran ted  c r i t i c i s m  has been d ire c te d  a t  s tu d ie s  o f  education  

o f  N ative  In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  in  Canada.. In  a review  o f  f i f t e e n  

re se a rc h  p r o je c ts  conducted in  w estern  and n o rth  w estern  Canada 

from 2978 t o  1964 ( Here, A .J . ,  1984 ) no t one o f th e  s tu d ie s  

d is t in g u is h e d  ed u ca tio n  from schoo ling . The a u th o r  o f  th e  

r e p o r t  s t a t e s .  "Education provided in  th e  home and th e  

community i s  a very  im portan t component in  a d d i t io n  to  

sch o o lin g . S t i s  s tro n g ly  recommended th a t  t h i s  concern  be 

in c luded  in  any f u r th e r  s tu d ie s  of th e  q u a l i ty  o f education  of 

Ind ian  s tu d e n t s ."  ( More, p . SS ) .  A nother im portan t in s ig h t  

o ffe re d  by t h i s  au th o r and shared by th e  in d iv id u a ls  who a re  

develop ing  t h i s  c u r re n t p ro je c t  i s  t h a t ,  " I t  i s  im p o rtan t t h a t  

s tan d ard s  be d e riv e d  from th e  long term  goals o f th e  Indian  

community r a t h e r  than  from a s im p lis t ic  t r a n s f e r  o f  g o a ls  from
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th e  non-Zndien school sy s te m ."  ( More, p . 29 ) .  T h is  comment was 

r e f e r r in g  to  Band o p e ra ted  sc h o o ls  and f e d e r a l  s ta n d a rd s ,  b u t 

i t s  message can be read  by. th e  peop le In  M illb ro o k , j u s t  as 

w e ll. To look a t  e d u c a tio n  we must f i r s t  lo o k  t o  th e  community, 

because t h a t 's  where most o f  i t  i s  happen ing .

. The f i r s t  s te p  in  t h a t  bus r id e  we ta lk e d  a b o u t a  l i t t l e  

w hile ago i s  tak en  b e fo re  anyone g e ts  on th e  b u s . L ike  most 

jou rneys, i t  s t a r t s  when you d ec id e  where you w ant to  go. This 

i s  what we a re  here to  t a l k  ab o u t, now. We a r e  g o in g  to  see i f  

we can begin  to  f in d  o u t where th e  people o f  M illb ro o k  want 

education  to  go. And t r y  n o t t o  say  " s t r a i g h t  t o  h e l l " ,  even 

i f  t h a t 's  what we might be th in k in g .  S e r io u s ly ,  th e re  is  

probably not a mere im p o rtan t s o c ia l  is s u e  th a n  th e  one we a re  

d iscu ss in g , h e re . So. l e t ' s  g e t  s t a r t e d .

To help  beg in  th e  p ro cees  i t  can be u s e fu l  to  se e  what 

o th e rs  have to  say about In d ia n  e d u ca tio n a l c o n c e rn s . The 

departm ent o f  Ind ian  A f fa i r s  and N orthern  Developm ent in  a 19S3 

re v is io n  of th e  Ind ian  E du ca tio n  Paper proposed  th e  fo llow ing 

guiding p r in c ip le s  re g a rd in g  q u a l i ty  o f  f i r s t  N a tio n s  

educationt

1, Ind ian  educa tion  s tre n g th e n s  th e  l e a r n e r 's  c u l tu ra l  
id e n t i ty .

2. Ind ian  educa tipn  h i lp s  th e  s tu d e n ts  d ev e lo p  what a re  
considered  th e  be a ie  le a rn in g  s k i l l s  such  a s  language 
and number work,

9. A b a s ic  goal o f ed u ca tio n  fo r  In d ia n s  i s  t h a t  each 
s tu d e n t should  have th e  o p p o rtu n ity  t o  ach iev e  to  th e  
l im it  o f  h is  o r  h e r  c a p a c ity .

4 , Ind ian  education  c o n tr ib u te s  t o  th e  developm ent o f th e  
community, h e lp in g  i t  t o  meet i t s  s o c ia l  and economic 
g o a ls , I t  p rov ides s k i l l e d  w orkers f o r  jo b s  in  th e  
community and in c re a s e s  i t s  members' s k i l l s  so th a t  
they  can in c re a se  t h e i r  chances f o r  employment.
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s. The q u a l i ty  o f In d ia n  edu ca tio n  programs i s  in  l in e  
w ith  Canadian p ro v in c ia l  s ta n d a rd s< and th e  departm ent 
i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  in s u r in g  t h i s ,  

e , The s tan d a rd s  u sed  f o r  c o n s tru c tio n  and m aintenance o f  
In d ia n  schoo ls  a r e  based  on th o se  used  in  th e  
p ro v in c e s . (DZANO, 1963. More, p .6}

The s ta te m e n ts  p reced ing  numbers 9 and 6 a re  u n q u es tio n ab ly  

re a so n a b le  hopes ex p ressed  by most com m unities, N a tiv e  o r  

non-N ative . But th e  l a s t  two g u id e lin e s  a re  c o n t ro v e r s ia l .

I t  may be expec ted  th a t  F e d e ra l g u id e lin e s  would in c lu d e  th e  

e x p e c ta tio n s  t h a t  N ative e d u c a tio n  be " in  l in e  w ith  Canadian 

p ro v in c ia l s ta n d a rd s ."  U n fo rtu n a te ly , p ro v in c ia l s ta n d a rd s  a re  

le s s  th an  c l e a r  and c u l t u r a l l y  s la n te d . As w e ll. F ed era l 

ag en c ies  have n e t o f fe re d  to  d e f in e  what they  have in  mind when 

th e  term  " q u a l i ty  of ed u c a tio n "  a r i s e s ,  A rthur More exp ressed  

th r e e  concerns about th e  blANO g u id e lin e s t

1, la c k  of a  d e f in i t i o n  fo r  q u a l i ty  o f e d u c a tio n .

a . overuse  o f p ro v in c ia l  s tan d ard s  as in d ic a to r s  o f 
q u a l i ty ,  re g a rd le s s  o f  th e  a p p ro p ria te n e ss  o f  th e  
s ta n d a rd s .

3. la c k  o f r e la t io n s h ip  between community g o a ls  and 
q u a l i ty  o f e d u c a tio n . ( More, A .J .,  1984 y

In  h is  p ap e r, Q u a lity  o f  E ducation  o f N ative In d ia n  s tu d e n ts  

in  Canada, More subm its a  d e f in i t i o n  fo r  q u a l i ty  o f  ed u ca tio n  

th a t  i s  w orth our a t te n t io n .  "Q u a lity  o f educa tion  i s  th e  

degree  o f  th e  r e la t io n s h ip  betw eeni (a) th e  e d u c a tio n a l g o a ls  

and o b je c tiv e s  of th e  In d ian  communities and (b) s tu d e n t 

achievem ent in  i t s  b ro ad es t sense  The degree o f r e la t io n s h ip  

o r  th e  "goodness o f  f i t " ,  between goals and achievem ent i s  th e  

e s s e n t ia l  in g re d ie n t ."  ( More, A ,J . ,  p. 6. ) .  The key ph rase  

f o r  our p r o je c t ,  from th e  d e f in i t io n  above, i s  "g o a ls  and
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o b je c tiv e # ."  I t  q u a l i ty  o£ e d u c a tio n  l ie #  between what we want 

fo r  peop le  and  how w ell p e o p le  s a t l i f y  our hopes, th e n  we ought 

to  have a  c l e a r  sen se  o f  w hat I t  I s  we w ant, One notew orthy  

■tatem eht «of e d u c a tio n a l g o a ls  comes from a  p o lic y  paper 

prepared  by th e  N atio n a l I n d ia n  b ro therhood  e n t i t l e d .  In d ian  

C ontrol o f  In d ia n  E d u ca tio n . I t  s t a t e s t

Our aim  i s  to  make e d u c a tin g  R elevan t to  th e  ph ilosophy  
and needs o f  th e  In d ia n  p eo p le , We want ed u ca tio n  to  g ive  
our c h i ld r e n  a  s t ro n g  se n se  o f  id e n t i ty ,  w ith  confidence 
in  t h e i r  p e rso n a l w o rth  and a b i l i t y .  We b e l ie v e  in  
education*
-  as a  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  t o t a l  l iv in g .

' -  as a  means o f f r e e  c h o ic e  o f  where to  l i v e  and work,
-  a s  a  means o f  e n a b l in g  us to  p a r t i c ip a te  f u l l y  in  our 

own s o c i a l ,  econom ic, p o l i t i c a l  and e d u ca tio n a l 
advancem ent, < More, A .J , .  p ,7  )

A c le a r  g oal i s  a  d i r e c t io n .  The above sta tem en t r e f l e c t s  th e  

c o l le c t iv e  a s p i r a t io n s  o f  a  community th a t  had a  le e k  a t  what 

i t  wanted and  ag reed  on a  good way to  g e t th e re ,  b u t  th e re  i s  

not a s in g le  s ta n d a rd  fo r  com m unities to  fo llow . Each one has 

sewn a s o c ia l  f a b r ic  t h a t  i s  i t s  own unique d e s ig n . L ikew ise, 

each community must develop  i t s  own s e t  o f goals  and 

ex p ec ta tio n s  and desig n  a  m eaning f o r  q u a l i ty  o f. e d u c a tio n  th a t  

i s  un ique ly  i t s  own. L e t 's  b e g in  by l i s t e n in g  to  o u r thou g h ts  

to  f in d  o u t which o f th e  id e a s  we have ta lk e d  ab o u t, today , 

has made th e  d e e p e s t im p re ss io n  on ou r own th in k in g . What has 

been sa id  t h a t  i s  im p o rtan t f o r  you?

Hr, H arry 

March 1. 1*93
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lUfBtttON 
eOURAQS WVB

HUMOUR HEALTH

INSURANCE 2NTELLMBNCE

DIONXTY

flECURXTY TALENT

TRUST

m m m
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X .0 V 2

COURAGE

HUMOUR

ENDURANCE

DXGNZTY

SECURZTY

AMBITION

HEALTH

INTELLIGENCE

PRIDE

TALENT

TRUST

The tw e lv e  werdi« above , a r e  borrowed from th e  f t r i t  p a r t  
o f  th la  au rv ep  so  t h a t  we can  uae th e  same v a lu es  in  anothar 
c o n ta x t, On t h l a  page you s e e  below, an arrangem ent th a t  is  
meant to  r e p r e s e n t  a  s c h o o l c lassroom . The tw elve desks a re
Ïla sed  in  th r e e  rows f a c in g  th e  f ro n t  desk , in  t h i s  room, the  

eacheir s e a t s  s tu d e n ts  a c c o rd in g  to  how much th e y  co n trib u te  
to  th e  c l a s s .  The s tu d e n ts  who u s u a lly  c o n tr ib u te  mere than 
o th e rs  a r e  g iv e n  s e a t s  c lo s e  to  th e  f ro n t  desk . The lo se  a  
s tu d e n t c o n t r ib u te s ,  th e  f a r t h e r  from th e  f r o n t  desk  they  
w ill  be s e a te d .  Think o f  o u r  tw elve words as  be in g  stu d en ts  
in  t h i s  C la s s ,  and g iv e  them  s e a ts  a s  i f  you were t h i s  
te a c h e r .

f ro n t  desk

]
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Meeting Sheet I

Community m eeting  su g g e s tio n s  June i/9 3
f o r  in te rv ie w  in q u i r i e s .

t .  We a r e  fo rm u la tin g  an  in te rv ie w  t h a t  w il l  be ta k e n  
t o  homes In  H illb ro o k  d u rin g  t h i s  summer and in  th e  
doming f a l l ,  The in te rv ie w s  w i l l  h e lp  com plete a 
p ic tu r e  o f  what th e  com m unity 's e x p e c ta t io n s  and 
a t t i t u d e s  a re  fo r  and ab o u t e d u c a tio n .

We a r e  ask in g  fo r  you r h e lp  and gu idance in  develop ing  
th e  to p ic s  and s t r u c tu r in g  th e  in q u i r ie s  because we 
w il l  g e t  a  b e t t e r  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  com m unity's view s i f  
th e  s u b je c ts  we d is c u s s  and th e  ways we d is c u s s  them 
a r e  g en e ra ted  and d es ig n ed  by th e  people who know the 
i n t e r e s t s  o f th e  community.

A few. a re a s  in  a  rad g e  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  a re  su g g ested  on 
th e  a t ta c h e d  s h e e ts .  These a r e ,  however, only  suggested  
a re a s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  For s u re ,  th e re  a re  is su e s  and 
co n ce rn s  covering  a w id e r range  th a n  suggested  h e re , and 
th e  f i n a l  *Open Topic" s h e e t  i s  in c lu d ed  to  accommodate 
th e s e  a re a s

As w ell as your w r i t t e n  c o n tr ib u t io n s  fo r  t h i s  p ro je c t ,  
your v o ic ed  id eas  a re  a p p re c ia te d  h e re  and now and in 
th e  fu tu r e  as th e  s tu d y  p ro cee d s, O eneral n o te s  w il l  be 
ta k e n  a t  th i s  m eeting and th e  r e s u l t s  made a v a i la b le  a t  
your r e q u e s t .  Your v o ic ed  o p in io n s  and su g g estio n s  aro 
wolcemo and w ill be in c lu d ed  in  th e  re se a rc h  u n le s s  you 
ro q u es t  o therw ise ,

thank  you fo r  tak in g  an  i n t e r e s t  and lend ing  a  hand.
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2 M eeting e h e e t IX June 1/93

W rite detm  e  few g u e e t ie n i under each o f th e  fo llo w in g  heading#. 

Begin a l l  y o u r  q u ee tio n e  w ith  th e  word "What*.

A, E ducation

B. Sehool

e . le a rn in g
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9 M eeting e h e e t  XXX <Xune 1/93

V rit#  down ft few q u e e tio n e  under each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  headlnge. 

Begin a l l  your q u e e tio n e  w ith  th e  word "Why",

a ; Bdueation

B. Behoel

0 , Léftm ing

• e e e o a tf le a » *  m m  * m
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4 M eeting e h e e t XV Ju n e  1/99

W rite down «  few question#  under each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  head ings. 

B egin a l l  your q u es tio n s  w ith  th e  word "How",

A,  S d u ea tio n
* #'**# *** »0 e««

*w* »

B, School

0 , Learning
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S M eeting s h e e t  V June 1/93

w rite  down any c o n t in u a t io n s ,  a d d i t io n s ,  o p in io n s , a l t e r a t io n s ,  

recom m endations, o r  in c in e ra t io n s  you wish to  in c lu d e .

Open Topic

# eeeeea# e# e# e# eae« e# e#  e ,» « # # e # e e  eem #ee*i»# « # # # » * * • 1* • 1

■a« mtmm  * »#» •
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The A f te rm a th

Topic: Community m ooting ro a u l t s  D ate: June 1/93

Linda Markio, Jen  G loade, and Hr. H arry ta lk e d  and snacked 

from 6:30 tp  7 :30 . We d ec id ed  th a t  we would g iv e  th e  packets 

to  th e  ^ )op le  who had s a id  t h a t  they  would be th e r e  b u t were 

n o t, and ask  them to  p a r t i c ip a t e  and respond to  th e  prepared  

no tes in d iv id u a l ly .  The peop le  on our l i s t  w ere; L inda, Jen, 

T eresa , Jane"., A ngelina, J i l l e e n ,  Y vette , Lenore, Tom, Shawn, 

MaryJane, Sandy, B rid g e t, B uffy , Robin, K eith  and C la ra . L isa , 

S h e ila , C a rr ie  and C ry s ta l a r e  a lso  c a n d id a te s . F i f te e n  or 

twenty people .could p ro v id e  s u f f i c i e n t  in p u t. The read in g  c i r c l e  

and p a ren t tu t o r  groups may prov ide more in p u t .  W e 'll see .

The above n o te  o f June 1, 1993 was e n te re d  
befo re  th e  fo llo w in g  documents were re tu rn e d . 
Anoniffllty was n e t  re q u es te d , bu t has been 
re sp ec ted  because th e  documents have n e t  been 
used as o r ig in a l ly  in tended .

H. V. W., 9 /8 /94
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AMBITION 

COUBAOZ tOVZ

HUMOUS SALTH

mmusANCB xfrrsuioafCK

SIOMXTT BRXaS

BBCUSITY TALENT

TRUST

H it tw elve word#, above, a re  a rran g ed  i n  a  c i r c l e  to  mhow 
th a t  th e re  ie  no e in g le  way o f o rd e rin g  th e  va lue  rep reacn ted  
by th e  meaninge o f  th eeo  w orde. Each weed d eee rlb ee  an 
im portan t human co n cep t,, and each human being w il l  poaaeei 
a l l  o f th e ee  g u a l i t i e #  i n  v a ry in g  degreee  a t  v a rio u e  tlm ee,

What a  percen  value#  l e  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  many in flu e n c e # , 
and our value#  may be m od ified  ae o u r ex p erien ce  broaden# o r 
our circum staneee change. B u t, fo r  th e  meet p a r t ,  c u r  value# 
a re  lea rn ed  w ith in  th e  s o c ia l  frame# o f  th e  fam ily  and 
community in  which we m a tu re . And, f o r  th e  most p a r t ,  c u r  
value# a ro  #o in te g ra l  t o  o u r  p ersonal n a tu re s  t h a t  we accep t 
them a# u n iv e rs a l ly  t r u e  and , p re d ic ta b ly , ta k e  them f o r  
g ran te d .

We a s k , h e re , t h a t  you g iv e  im portance t o  th e  above tw elve 
word# by a ss ig n in g  d i f f e r e n t  w eights to  th e  value  rep re sen ted  
by each word. The more im p o rtan t a  v a lu e  i s  t o  you, th e  more 
w eight you can g ive  t o  th e  word, Then s ta c k  th e  words in  th e  
column below, The " h e a v ie s t*  word w ill  be a t  th e  bo tto m ,o f 
th e  column; and as  th e  column r i s e s ,  each word should* be 
" l ig h te r "  th a n  th e  word below . Some d e c is io n s  w ill  be  c lo se  
c a l l s ,  o r  "by a  h a i r ,  b u t even a h a i r  weigh# som ething. So, 
p le a se  g iv e  i t  a  t r y ,  and th an k s f o r  t r y in g ,

I 1 / A  \

L

p f e -F -  - I

L  %  ^  Z ' I
( ù V J Î ---------)

e   (
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LOVS

C0UKA8E

HUMOUR

ENDURANCE
DIGNITY

SECURITY

AMBITION

HEALTH

INTELLIGENCE

PRIDE

TALENT

TRUST

The tw elv e  worde, above, a r e  borrow ed from th e  f i r s t  p a r t  
o f th la  su rv ey  ao th a t  we can  use th e  same v a lu es  in  an o th e r 
c o n te x t, on t h i s  page you s e e  below, an  arrangem ent t h a t  i s  
meant t o  r e p re s e n t  a  sehool c lassroom . The tw elve desk s  a re  
p laced in  th r e e  rows fa c in g  th e  f r o n t  d esk . In  t h i s  room, th e  
te a c h e r s e a ts  s tu d en ts  acco rd in g  to  hew much th e y  c o n tr ib u te  
to  th e  c l a s s .  The s tu d e n ts  who u s u a lly  c o n tr ib u te  more than  
e th e rs  a re  g iv en  s e a ts  c lo s e  t o  th e  f r o n t  d esk . The l e s s  a 
s tu d en t c o n tr ib u te s ,  th e  f a r t h e r  from th e  f ro n t  desk  th e y  
w il l  be s e a te d . Think o f  o u r  tw elve words as  b e in g  s tu d e n ts  
in  t h i s  c l a s s ,  and g iv e  them s e a ts  a s  i f  you were t h i s  
te a c h e r .

f r o n t  desk
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a M eeting s h e e t  XI June 1/93

W rite down *  few q u e s tio n #  un d er each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  head ings. 

Segln  a l l  y o u r q u e s tio n s  w ith  th e  word "What".

A. E ducation

8 . School

e«  t e a m i n g
^ j k J ^  /> />y" ^  / v  y- >f» v r„  >. H j

y /̂Ao-w  ̂ ^  / A .., K A 0
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3 M eeting e h e e t XZX J*"*

V rite  down •  few q u e e tio n e  u n d er each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  headinge. 

Begin a l l  your q u ee tio n e  w ith  th e  word "Why".

A. Education
i e  JO 6 J  f  A  t  / »  ; W y .

***eew« ««*p * M

8 . Sehool

e. Léarning
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4  M eeting s h e e t  XV June

V r i te  down * few q u e s tio n s  under each o f the fo llo w in g  head ings, 

Begin a l l  y o u r q u e s tio n s  w ith  th e  word "How",

A, E dueation

Ü» TTIfRmil,

B d ô A ô o i

Z.,«„ / a ....

^  J /f..> . . . .,    " —....... —■■............ ........—̂

e «  L e a r n in g

      -   .
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9 M eeting e h e e t V June 1/93

V r ite  down any c o n tin u a tio n # , a d d i t io n s ,  o p in io n s , a l t e r a t io n s ,  

recom m endations, o r  in c in e r a t io n s  you w ish to  in c lu d e .

Open Topic

I  A â J f .  V/T"

^  r , / y . / . f l r . r f - / / . V . .  f  X / X f * . ,

é.*JLeùji.c.. . 
^  v j ^  ^ z* 2 yO‘ < / /  ^  »* /  r K

é J *  i f  . <  y p  À ^  __
. ^ ^  / * ' / „  . y ^ ^
. / ^ / j j f i S é x r  ," f / / «  j t . 2 . 'A^

À i. /^ A é J t^  •fUf! À.â.J^. ,‘I'J I4̂ é ^ n*. / f i ' r  A n i  .
it f A  «_y /V l * / J

0 ^ - -  «A/Z/yi t. /Cf // <* /  /  V*
/  A<«rf. y y/4«< /? y.* Xx'w ., /^„y « U

< / :

#0̂ s2̂ ai6 V' ,«fT#w»#r, r,MV „e#Æ#ea, v Mî LaS/
^ ^  X r  / Aj C— e. ^ £, w / /« /" ' '  \ .^ J y  ,

1 *4r ^  >  0 ^ 0 . i 0 ĵ  y j y  Cx V#, /  Æy^ .rVv.
^  ^  I  V  f / ,  r  y e  ^  «XWY ^  V )  /  r  Ax-t » A Jt . ^

j / * y / V ,  ^  W v  6 ^ y  / À 0  y f 4 : w M M » A / i 0 /
*. > A>V / / /  V /  ^ / : (  ^

t , y / *  4^ ». .'^. ,, /  A i l l é e  0^  TT^Vr Â w,
^  v /  . y  v 2  V, r ^  J . é . 6  I  fv . ■
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AM8XTS0M
eou^oi Mve

HUMOUS

UrSUSAMCS

BioMxry

HEALTH

XNTSLLtOSRCS

PSISI

steusm TALENT
TRUST
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LOVE

COURAGE

HUMOUR

ENDURANCE

DIGNITY

SECURITY

AMBITION

HEALTH

INTELLIGENCE

PRIDE

TALENT

TRUST

The tw elve  words, above, a re  borrowed from th e  f i r s t  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  su rvey  so t h a t  we can  use the,sam e values in  an o th ar 
c o n te x t,  on t h i s  page you se e  below, an arrangem ent t h a t  i s  
meant t o  re p re s e n t  a  sehool c lassroom . The tw elve desks a re  
p laced  in  th r e e  rows fa c in g  th e  f ro n t  desk . In  t h i s  room, th e  
te a c h e r  s e a ts  s tu d e n ts  acc o rd in g  to  how much they  c o n tr ib u te  
to  th e  c l a s s .  The s tu d e n ts  who u su a lly  c o n tr ib u te  mere than  
o th e rs  a r e  g iv e n  s e a te  c lo s e  to  th e  f ro n t  desk . The le s s  a  
s tu d e n t c o n t r ib u te s ,  th e  f a r t h e r  from th e  f ro n t  desk th e y  
w il l  be s e a te d . Think o f o u r tw elve words as  being s tu d e n ts  
in  t h i s  c l a s s ,  and g iv e  them  s e a ts  as i f  you were t h i s  
te a c h e r .

f ro n t desk

I
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Meeting eheet II June 1/93

V rite  down a few q u e s tio n s  under each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  h ead in g s. 

Begin a l l  your q u estio n s  w ith  th e  word "What".

A. Education
......................

•  • • • •  • • • > •  # ## mm « t

B. SchoolI â

0 , le a rn in g
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Meeting sheet XXX June 1/93

W rite down a  few q u es tio n s  under each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  head ings, 

Begin a l l  your q u e s tio n s  w ith  th e  word "Why".

A. Education

r i j R  . .A JL c d  J \ n ± 3j d J i _ u k l j u L d  a A  t n ___

l_f/̂  *" CM-i-di-.. \ ... .....

B. School . .

L u fZ -

•  . M «M #«» *## ,

0, te a m in g

» #*« '*« *# # ',
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Meeting sheet XV June 1/93

W rite down t  few q u e s tio n s  u n d er each o f  th e  fo llo w in g  headings. 

Begin a l l  your q u e s tio n s  w ith  th e  word "How".

A, Education

B. School

C, Learning
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2 Meeting sh eet II V93

V rite  down e  few q u e s tio n s  under each o f th e  fo llo w in g  headings, 

Begin a l l  your q u es tio n s  w ith  th e  word "V hat".

A. Education

t g O L ^  f Ivl

B. School

C. Learning

r r ) n  n  < - À ^ \  . ~ 0 ^ Q .  j ] / n À y n a  .
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Meeting sh eet XXX June 1/93

V rite  down a  few q u e s tio n s  un d er each o f  th e  fo llow ing  headings. 

Begin a l l  your q u e s tio n s  w ith  th e  word "Why".

A, E ducation

8 . School

• v n ' i - Æ t R j )  .  0  N
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Meeting' eheet %V June 1/93

W rite down a  few q u ee tio n e  un d er each o f th e  fo llo w in g  headlnge. 

Begin a l l  your queetione  w ith  th e  word "How".

A. Education

B. School

>*t* •> «-MM.* •« M

^ d X U j J l

X r \  X  i  U i x .0  I

#«#»*#*

e ,  le a rn in g
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Meeting eheet V June 1/93

V rite  down any  c o n t in u a t io n s ,  a d d i t io n s ,  o p in io n s , a l t e r a t io n s ,  

recom mendations, o r  in c in e r a t io n s  you w ish to  in c lu d e .

Open Topic

L f z V  b L S . . 4 4 A . u

. Â r L  û J js^
t ni ^ X 4 f l / J d  J s  x lJ s ; ü r L ^ ^ . y i r i

......

/
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2 Meeting eheet XX June 1/93

W rite down e  few queetione un d er each of th e  fo llow ing  headlnge, 

Begin a l l  y o u r quee tio n e  w ith  th e  word "What",

A. Education
W W  rviitVA philfr^^ph^ o f  e d u r /r iio n  ^  / n  /V

' O p / fa  QQfl/fi ------------------------------------  . . .

WkfTf TO , i i (* ycc :L rJà r_ v /7 /< ^  p l n c ^ r ^  . .

/»W//rnt/'trto I'n -/Af N n h v r  / ' n A " ' / r , L ' r _______________

a « W * M M M» «

B< school
'  am? A g  Kem/'/lYA a f  o n .  r ^ ^ r r y e  / r r

m y  J o e )n -^ 4 â ‘t m  A-f ,03 /-if c  J
(DA. g r h o n / g  M i j j f

. Arfidnfa W»IA V K r / r
oAi of ff/t/r/iV (oo 7 /Irr r>^' cr/,^v Jr; p

/

0 . Learning

Môv/ dô orWfvaA léom  P.^J^Llhâ'tc. A/yJ a r  /> k i4 /‘A rUmi
:W a a h i  A u ^ m r i -  r n e  ^ w a  y  i  h f y .  i c o r n  i ____

w W k _____________________

V
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5 M eeting s h e e t  V June 1/99

V r ite  demi any c o n tin u a tio n s ,  a d d i t io n s ,  o p in io n s, a l t e r a t io n s ,  

recom m endations, o r  in c in e r a t io n s  you wish to  include*

Open Topic

W K j /  nn4. JO  r,c iurrr ?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Ajgcggis/I//  Q m f / t l
tn  nuYrf j /> r
MiksmÊd^ ibefr̂ aLC&^L îiLcooâûidiliû-sciioai
/AmnArA •/ wh o  rV/r/ r .n r r f

■fi//// ^ r / i a m Z
r»/rrA*-n »

A a n /  W W  Off  g a m / '  r t f  A h ii A e i r r r r ^ t m ^ ^

mL Œ S p p iïV J  n u t : }  .

Y /ir  gU fr/Y T ': , r ,_____
' ,@eAôa/A A # '  '//' AAf{ OA" r n A f ' f ?  v/

l3  J h l t . ‘ n  '.47fV A r 7 _____________

„ a ^ e # e e « #  # mwaea####«###***eas*a,* « « » * # # » #  •  mmé*

V
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The In te r v ie w s

The i n t e r v i e w e r  used  The MiUbrook  Reserve  L i s t  
o f  C iv ic  Numbers t o  i n i t i a t e  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  
26 homes v i s i t e d  in  t h i s  r e s e a r c h .  The M i l lb ro o k  
R eserve  L i s t  of  C iv ic  Numbers i s  a r e g i s t e r  of 
names, a d d r e s s e s ,  and p o s t a l  codes f o r  210 
p e r s o n a l  r e s i d e n c e s  and b u s in e s s e s  l o c a te d  in  
M i l lb ro o k ,  Shee t  Harbour ,  and Cole Harbour.

The community o f  M i l lb ro o k  l i s t s  183 c i v i c  numbers; 
o f  t h e s e ,  153 a re  r e s i d e n c e s .  The M i l lb ro o k  Reserve  
L i s t  o f  Numbers i s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band 
C o u n c i l .

At t h e  t im e  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  72 of  t h e  homes l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  R eserve  L i s t  o f  C iv ic  Numbers were 
a l s o  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  MT&T D i r e c t o r y  f o r  N o r t h e a s t e r n  
Nova S c o t i a .

The r e s e a r c h e r  s e c u re d  c o o p e r a t i o n  in  22 homes th rou g h  
c o n t a c t  by t e l e p h o n e ,  and in  4 homes th ro u g h  p e r s o n a l  
I n t r o d u c t i o n s  d u r in g  t h e  f i e l d  r e s e a r c h .

The t w e n t y - s i x  i n t e r v i e w  documents on t h e  fo l lo w in g  
pages  have been v e r i f i e d  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i th  
whom t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  to o k  p l a c e .

The r e s e a r c h e r ' s  s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e  I s  ex te n d ed  t o  t h e  
p e o p le  who have g r a c i o u s l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  t im e  and 
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s .

T his  s e c t i o n  may be c a l l e d  an append ix  b u t  in  t r u t h  i t  
i s  t h e  h e a r t .
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Jan e  Abram

Our in t e r v i e w  w i th  J a n e  was s e m i- s p o n ta n e o u s ,  we 
dropped In  to  see  i f  we c o u ld  s c h e d u le  an  ap p o in tm en t  f o r  
t h e  nex t  day, and we ended up go ing  ahead w i th  a s h o r t  
i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n .  Her i n t e r e s t s  and i n s i g h t s ,  we found 
were f a r  b ro a d e r  t h a n  what t h i s  b r i e f  fo rm at  a l lo w e d .  Jane  
i s  c u r r e n t l y  working as  a  N a t ive  E d u c a t io n  C o u nse lo r  a t  
Henson C o l le g e ,  D a lho u s le  U n i v e r s i t y .  She h a s ,  a t  some 
t im e,  worked a t  eve ry  l e v e l  in  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem  from 
p r e - s c h o o l  t o  j u n i o r  h ig h  sc h o o l .  We a r r a n g e d  t o  r e t u r n  on 
th e  f o l lo w in g  day.

J a n e ' s  husband,  C y r i l ,  was on h i s  way o u t  when we came 
in .  He a s s u r e d  us t h a t  he  would a g r e e  w i th  a n y th i n g  Jane  
had t o  say .  I t  was a  g o o d - n a tu r e d  i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  was 
th e  way i t  u s u a l l y  worked,  anyway. Jane  showed us p l a c e s  
a t  th e  f a m i ly  t a b l e .  She was i n t e r e s t e d  in  g e t t i n g  r i g h t  
down t o  b u s i n e s s .  The c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  day 
had c lo s e d  on the  s u b j e c t  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  We had 
been d i s c u s s i n g  th e  im por tance  o f  a d e q u a te  and r e l e v a n t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  fo l lo w in g  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g .

One o f  J a n e ' s  c h i l d r e n  had a p p l i e d  to  a  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s ,  
one t h a t  r e g u l a r l y  h i r e s  s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  a p a r t - t i m e  jo b .
This  young pe rson  s u p p l i e d  a resume and r e f e r e n c e s ,  and 
was q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  work. The p r o s p e c t i v e  employer d id  
n o t  r e p l y  t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n .  J a n e  u n d e r s to o d  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  employer  may have had many a p p l i c a n t s  
and d id  n o t  t a k e  t h e  t im e  to  r e p l y  t o  t h e  ones n o t  chosen  
f o r  I n t e r v i e w s ,  b u t  a s p e c t e r  hove rs  ove r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  t h i s  young p e r s o n ' s  a d d r e s s  p la y e d  a p a r t  i n  th e  
e m p lo y e r ' s  d e c i s i o n .  Doubt b re e d s  d i s t r u s t .  T h is  i s  a 
dilemma fa c e d  by p e o p le  i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  f o r  most  r a c i a l  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  n o t  o v e r t .  I t  i s  s u b t l e ,  p e r v a s i v e ,  and 
i n s i d i o u s .  Jane  o bse rved  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  ( t h e  p r e v io u s  
g e n e r a t i o n )  more N a t iv e  p e o p le  worked o f f  t h e  r e s e r v e .
She s a i d  i t  seemed t h a t  " t h e  gap was widen ing"  between t h e  
young p e o p le  in  M i l lb ro o k ,  to d ay ,  and t h e  employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f f  t h e  r e s e r v e .  The q u e s t i o n  rem a in s  i f  t h e  
gap i s  growing f o r  p re d o m in a n t ly  economic o r  p e r s i s t e n t l y  
r a c i a l  r e a s o n s .

Jane  was in  h e r  t e e n s  b e f o r e  she r e c o g n i s e d  a 
" d i f f e r e n c e "  in  t h e  way r a c e  i s  p e r c e i v e d .  Her own 
p a r e n t s  had ed uca ted  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  and 
h e r i t a g e  and i n s t i l l e d  them w i th  p r i d e  f o r  t h e i r  r o o t s .
But th ey  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  from s p e a k in g  t h e  Mi'kmaq 
language.  They e n r o l l e d  J a n e ,  a t  t h e  age  o f  f i v e  o r  s i x ,  in  
th e  R e s i d e n t i a l  School in  Shubenacad ie .  She remembers b e in g  
f r i g h t e n e d  and c o n fused .
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Ja n e  Abram (co n t in u e d )

Her m other  had t a u g h t  h e r  to  be proud t o  be Mi'kmaq.
The nuns were devo ted  t o  e r a s i n g  h e r  N a t ive  c u l t u r a l  
i d e n t i t y .  They rebuked  t h e  v a lu e s  h e r  p a r e n t s  had 
i n s t i l l e d ,  I t  to ok  t h i r t y  years  f o r  Jane  to  be a b le  to  
t a l k  abo u t  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a t  t h e  R e s i d e n t i a l  School .  
T a lk in g  has  he lped ,  b u t  t h e  emotional  p a in  s t i l l  shows 
when she r e f l e c t s  on t h a t  t ime in  h e r  l i f e .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Jane  l i k e d  scho o l ;  and he r  f a t h e r ,  a 
s k i l l e d  c ra f t sm an ,  was ou tspoken  in  h i s  demand t h a t  Jane  
g e t  an e d u c a t i o n .  Some o f  t h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  has been passed  
on, f o r  when asked a b o u t  a l i k i n g  f o r  school  among h e r  own 
c h i l d r e n ,  J a n s  r e p l i e d ,  "Half  of them d id  and h a l f  of them 
d i d n ' t . "

J a n e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in  p a s s i n g  th e  h e r i t a g e  a lo n g  i s  
r e f l e c t e d  in  he r  work w i th  peo p le ,  young and o ld ,  who a r«  
look ing  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Jane  
a d v i s e s  p e o p le  in  c u l t u r a l  and s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  and i s  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  in  i n c o u r a g in g  an awareness  o f  " th e  f i f t h  
g e n e r a t i o n " ,  a t i m e - h e l d  b e l i e f  i n  a s p i r i t u a l  and 
c u l t u r a l  r e b i r t h .  Jan e  b e l i e v e s  she can see t h i s  b e g in n in g  
w i th  t h e  c u r r e n t  g e n e r a t i o n .

J a n e ' s  i n s i g h t s  have developed  i n  t h e  c l o s e  k n i t  
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  t h e  community. Jane  i s  wary about  
Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  schoo l  system, and wonders i f  young 
peop le  a r e  a b l e  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  enough i n  school  to  r e a l i z e  
any b e n e f i t  from Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s ,  a t  such a p re o c c u p ie d  age 
i n  such a c o n v e n t io n a l  s e t t i n g .  A q u e s t i o n  may be asked  as 
t o  w he ther  t h e  s y s t e m 's  methods o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  can be 
harmful  t o  a  c u l t u r e  i f  i t  i s  p u t  i n  a s c h o o l - ty p e  j a r  and 
t h e  c a p t u r e d  c o n te n t s  p roposed  t o  r e f l e c t  an image of  th e  
f u l l  h e r i t a g e .

Sandy Joe  noted  t h a t  Jan e  f e l t  t h e  gap between Mi'kmaqs 
and non-Mi'kmaqs i s  g e t t i n g  l a r g e r  o r  w id e r .  A lso ,  t h a t  
e d u c a t i o n  was th e  f u t u r e , t h e  key to  s u c c e s s ,  i n  t h e  1990 ' s ;  
and t h a t  e d u c a t io n  has i t s  n e g a t iv e  as well  as  i t s  p o s i t i v e  
p o i n t s .  When we r e t u r n e d  t o  see Jan e  f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  
she f e l t  t h a t  our i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w  was a c c u r a t e .  Only 
minor c o r r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  v o c a b u la ry  and 
s y n ta x  were n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t .
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Kevin A uaus t ine

Kevin was e n jo y in g  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  sun when Sandy 
and I j o i n e d  him on h i s  deck .  We t a l k e d  some abou t  th e  
weather  and b a s e b a l l ;  and our  i n t e r v i e w  had t o  be 
concluded b e f o r e  7:00pm. when Kevin had a l o c a l  b a l l  game 
to  p l a y ,

Kevin g o t  i t  s t a r t e d  by t e l l i n g  us abou t  a program he 
i s  c u r r e n t l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n .  He a t t e n d s  d a i l y  c l a s s e s  a t  
th e  M i l lb ro o k  L ea rn ing  C e n t r e .  The c o u rse  p r e p a r e s  people  
who want t o  upgrade  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n .  Kevin i s  p r e p a r i n g  
f o r  h i s  GEL.

K e v in ' s  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l in g  to o k  p l a c e  in  Burnt  Church, 
New Brunswick.  J u n i o r  h igh  school  meant ha rd  t im es  f o r  
Kevin. The school  was a long way from h i s  home. A missed 
bus cou ld  mean a f i v e  hour walk .  S t a y in g  a f t e r  school  f o r  
any r e a s o n  i n v i t e d  t h i s  h a r d s h i p .  Not making t h e  bus 
d u r in g  w i n t e r  was a c h a l l e n g e  t o  s u r v i v a l .  He q u i t  go ing  
to  school  when he was e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  o l d  and i n  g rade  e i g h t .  
Kevin e x p la in e d  t h a t  drugs  and a lc o h o l  were a f a c t o r  in  h i s  
no t  g e t t i n g  any f a r t h e r  in  sc h o o l ,  b u t  added t h a t  he has 
always l i k e d  to  l e a r n ,  and he l i k e s  l e a r n i n g  b e t t e r  when 
he can t a k e  an  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  He remembers 
no t  pay ing  a t t e n t i o n  in  p u b l i c  s c h o o l .

He en jo y s  t h e  l e a r n i n g  he i s  now engaged i n .  This  i s  
due, in  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  computer  t e a c h i n g  program he works a t ,  
d a i l y .  K e v i n ' s  b i g g e s t  academic p i t f a l l  i s  s p e l l i n g .  The 
computer  program, t h a t  Kevin d e s c r i b e d ,  i s  i n t e r a c t i v e  and 
c o r r e c t i v e ,  w i th  immediate r e i n f o r c e m e n t  p ro v id e d  to  t h e  
o p e r a t o r / l e a r n e r .  Kevin e x p re s s e d  en th u s ia sm  f o r  th e  
program and t h e  L ea rn ing  C e n t r e ,  a d d in g  t h a t  he a n t i c i p a t e d  
a n o th e r  y e a r  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  b e f o r e  t a c k l i n g  t h e  GIL.

The i n t e r v i e w e r  c o u l d n ' t  h e lp  b u t  t h i n k  t h a t  a 
c o n t r i b u t i n g  i n c e n t i v e  and a d d i t i o n a l  r e a s o n  f o r  K e v in ' s  
en thu s ia sm  m ight  be found by loo k ing  o v e r  h i s  r i g h t  
s h o u ld e r  a t  t h e  Community H a l l  t h a t  houses  th e  L ea rn ing  
C e n tre ,  l e s s  t h a n  a hundred y a rd s  from K e v in ' s  deck .  Not 
much chance  o f  f r e e z i n g  to  d e a th  w a lk ing  home from sc h o o l ,  
t h i s  w i n t e r .

Sandy J o e ' s  n o te s  s e rv ed  to  remind t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  who 
o f t e n  g e t s  o v e r - i n v o l v e d  in  t h e  communicative p r o c e s s ,  abou t  
s e v e r a l  p e r t i n e n t  d e t a i l s  i n  t h e  above i n t e r v i e w .  These 
have been in c lu d e d  in  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a ra g r a p h s .

On t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  Kevin v e r i f i e d  our  t r a n s c r i p t  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ;  and went on t o  Inform us t h a t  h i s  
up g rad in g  had come t o  a s t o p ,  l a s t  autumn, when changes in  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  Band fu n d in g  made him i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  
f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  a t  t h a t  t im e .  He would l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  
to  t h e  GEL p rep  co u rse ,  b u t  has t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  fund ing  
a rrangem en ts  b e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g .
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Wayne and Linda Abram

Wayne Abram has worked f o r  abou t  15 y e a r s  w i th  
u p g ra d in g ,  t r a i n i n g  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and has been a c t i v e  
i n  t h e  N a t iv e  F r i e n d s h ip  C e n t r e .  His  c u r r e n t  work i s  f o r  
Ulnooweg Development. Wayne o f f e r s  an e x p e r i e n c e d  v o ic e  
i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  human r e s o u r c e  development .  He t o l d  us t h a t  
c u r r e n t  r e s o u r c e s ,  human and f i n a n c i a l ,  a re  more th a n  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  meet c u r r e n t  needs ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
manner o f  o r g a n iz in g ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g ,  and d i s t r i b u t i n g  
r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e s  u p d a t i n g .  Informed and i n v e n t i v e  i n p u t ,  
a s  w el l  as  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i n i t i a t e  and a c c e p t  change would 
produce  more and lo n g er  l a s t i n g  r e s u l t s .

The s u c c e s s f u l  programs t h a t  were developed  d u r in g  h i s  
t e n u r e  a t  t h e . N a t i v e  F r i e n d s h i p  C e n t re  s u p p o r t  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  t h a t  what p re c e d e s  and fo l lo w s  t r a i n i n g  i s  a l l  
p a r t  of  t h e  whole p r o c e s s .  To c la im  su c c e ss  r e q u i r e s  
d e l i v e r i n g  e d u c a t io n  and f a c i l i t a t i n g  p lacem en t .  He t o l d  
u s ,  'We d e c id e d ,  e a r l y ,  n o t  to  upgrade  f o r  t h e  sake of 
u p g rad in g ,  b u t  to  make s u r e  t h e r e  was something t o  f o l lo w ."  
Programs d e s ig n ed  and conducted  by t h e  Cen tre  have r e c e i v e d  
n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  and e m u la t io n .

Wayne and Linda endorse  t h e  im por tance  of  formal 
e d u c a t i o n .  Linda has been a c e n t r a l  sou rce  of  
encouragement  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  One d a u g h te r  i s  a t t e n d i n g  
c o l l e g e  and a n o th e r  b e g in s  in  September.

Over a good cup of  t e a  on our r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  Wayne 
e x p re s s e d  concern  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n ,  u p g rad in g  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
has  t a k e n  a s t e p  backwards s in c e  our  l a s t  v i s i t .  Funding 
has  been  red u ced ,  and a new fund ing  formula  w i l l  c o s t  th e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  Mi'kmaq human r e s o u r c e s  v a lu a b le  t im e  and 
ene rg y .  More a t t e n t i o n  shou ld  be d i r e c t e d  toward  e d u c a t i v e  
ends and e f f e c t i v e  program development;  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  toward  
employment t r a i n i n g  and u n i v e r s i t y  p r e p a r a t i o n .

Wayne c o n te n d s ,  "E duca t ion  has t a k e n  a back s e a t  t o  c r a f t  
and t r a d e s  t r a i n i n g .  P r e s e n t  fun d in g  f a v o r s  t h e s e  s k i l l s  
ove r  academic  and t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t io n .  These a r e  s h o r t  term 
s o l u t i o n s  t o  long term p rob lem s .  Young peop le  need to  
r e c e i v e  an e d u c a t io n  t h a t  w i l l  h e lp  them y e a r s  from now." 
Wayne hopes some o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  a t t i t u d e s  w i l l  soon change.
A program t o  educa te  d e c i s i o n  makers i s  be ing  c o o r d i n a t e d  
and i s  s c h e d u le d  f o r  im p le m e n ta t io n  i n  th e  n e a r  f u t u r e .
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C o l in  i s  a g ra d u a te  o f  C.E.C and has r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  
from B r i t i s h  Columbia where he u n d e r to o k  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  
completed a t r a i n i n g  program a t  t h e  Nat ive  T r i b a l  P o l i c e  
Academy. His o u t look  on e d u c a t io n  has been sh a rpened  by 
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  in  t h e  West. In t h e  course  o f  our  
c o n v e r s a t io n ,  the  i n t e r v i e w e r  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia t h e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  t r i b e s  and,  though fundamenta l  
c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s  p r e v a i l ,  t h e r e  a r e  more d i f f e r e n c e s  of  
languages ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and l i f e s t y l e s  among F i r s t  N a t ions  
peop le  on t h e  f a r  c o a s t  t h a n  h e re  i n  t h e  E a s t .

C o l i n ' s  i n i t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  our  s e s s i o n  was t h a t  
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  and t h a t  o f  F i r s t  N a t ions  l e a d e r s  w i th  whom 
he has met, l i s t e n e d  t o ,  o r  r e a d ,  a d v i s e  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  young, t h a t  s e l f -g o v e rn m e n t  needs ed uca te d  
peop le .  Community s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n  and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
w i l l  be a ch iev e d  th ro u gh  a s t r o n g  g round ing  in  c u l t u r e .
And t h a t  must inc lude  language  immersion, and t h e  
commitment t o  ach ieve  formal  e d u c a t i o n .  Formal e d u c a t io n  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  i f  F i r s t  N a t io n s  p e o p le  p l a n  t o  move o f f  t h e  
r e s e r v e .  E duca t ion  o f f e r s  m o b i l i t y  and p r o v id e s  t r a i n i n g  
t o  f u n c t i o n  in  t h e  n o n - a b o r i g i n a l  m a j o r i t y .  A F i r s t  N a t io n s  
p e rso n  w i th  formal e d u c a t i o n  has a t o o l  w i th  which t o  
i n s t r u c t  a l l  b ranches  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  ways and manners o f  
F i r s t  N a t io n s  i d e o l o g i e s .  E d u ca t io n  i s  a  two-way s t r e e t ,  
w i th  i t  we l e a r n  b e t t e r  and we t e a c h  b e t t e r .

C o l in  e x h i b i t s  a e v i d e n t  a u ra  of f a i r n e s s  and would make 
a good p o l i c e  o f f i c e r .  Sandy Joe  n o te d  t h a t  C o l in  spoke o f  
e d u c a t io n  as  be ing  im p o r ta n t  to  F i r s t  N a t ion s  p e o p le .
"More e d u c a te d  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  needed in  t h e  r e s e r v e  sys tem  
t o  govern  and run  t h e i r  own community." And C o l in  wryly 
o f f e r e d ,  "More edu ca ted  N a t iv e s  a r e  needed because  t h e r e  a r e  
more e d u c a te d  N o n - n a t iv e s . "

On t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  C o l in  s a i d  t h a t  h i s  views rem ained  
as  above.  He has been working a t  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Rehab C e n t r e  
s i n c e  o u r  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  and wanted t o  add t h a t  a  b e t t e r  s e n se  
o f  s e l f - e s t e e m  p rec ed e s  a p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  a c h ie v e  more 
and b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n .  As a p e r s o n ' s  sense  o f  s e l f - w o r t h  
i n c r e a s e s ,  so does t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  b e t t e r  th em se lv e s  i n  
o t h e r  ways. C o l in  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  lower s e n se  o f  
s e l f - e s t e e m  t h a t  N a t iv e  p e o p le  have f e l t  i n  t h e  p a s t  i s  
t u r n i n g  a b o u t .  S e l f - e s t e e m  i s  on t h e  r i s e  and a s t r o n g e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and g ro un d ing  in  N a t iv e  c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  so u rc e  
o f  th e  i n c r e a s e d  f e e l i n g  o f  s e l f - w o r t h .



90
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J a n e t  i s  an a c t i v e  woman whose i n t e r e s t s  and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  do n o t  leave  h e r  i n  one p l a c e  f o r  ve ry  
long. However, when we d i d  g e t  t o  s i t  down and t a l k  i t  
was l i t e r a l l y  a f u l f i l l i n g  e v e n t .  Not on ly  i s  J a n e t  an 
in v o lv e d  and knowledgeable  member o f  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  
community, she i s  a good cook, t o o .  Sandy and I s a t  down 
t o  an un expec ted  b u t  e n t i r e l y  welcome suppe r  o f  what J a n e t  
c a l l e d ,  "Newfoundland Stew."  I t  was d e l i c i o u s .  We r e f r a i n e d  
from t a l k i n g  b u s in e s s  u n t i l  t h e  t a b l e  was c l e a r e d ,  and t h e n  
J a n e t  a l lo w e d  th e  i n t e r v i e w e r  t o  s h a r e  h e r  i n s i g h t s  and 
e x p e r i e n c e s  from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  a  N a t ive  T e a c h e r ' s  Aide 
i n  a Truro  j u n i o r  h ig h  s c h o o l .

One o f  t h e  l a s t  t o p i c s  d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t  one th e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  w i l l  m ent ion  i n  open ing ,  i s  t h a t  every  y e a r  o f  
J a n e t ' s  t e n u r e  a t  t h e  j u n i o r  h ig h  school  has seen  a 
g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s  advance t o  
t h e  s e n i o r  h igh  s c h o o l .  T h is  i s  a  no tew or thy  accomplishment .  
J u n i o r  h ig h  school  i s  a p e r i l o u s  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  f o r  young 
p eo p le .  From t h e  one c l a s s / o n e  t e a c h e r  model t o  homogeneous 
c l a s s e s  w i th  s e v e r a l  c la s s ro o m s  and s e v e r a l  t e a c h e r s  d a i l y ,  
in  a l a r g e r  school  p o p u l a t i o n  where t h e  emphasis  i s  s h i f t i n g  
from d e v e lo p in g  s o c i a l  s k i l l s  t o  m easu r ing  academic 
a ch iev em en ts ,  c h i l d r e n  may w i t h e r ,  m a i n t a i n  s t a s i s  o r  bloom 
d u r in g  t h e s e  key and c r u c i a l  y e a r s .

J a n e t  t o l d  us t h a t  a b a s i c  i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  a  c h i l d ' s  
su c c e ss  i n  school  i s  p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t .  We must, she 
s a i d ,  "de-em phas ize  t h e  n e g a t i v e .  " I t  i s  e q u a l ly  
i m p o r ta n t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  r e s p e c t  and n u r t u r e  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  To do t h i s  t h e  t e a c h e r  
must be aware o f  what each  o f  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  ho ld  as 
g e n e r a l l y  im p o r ta n t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  t h e  customs,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and 
v a lu e s  t h a t  accompany each  c h i l d  t o  s c h o o l ,  everyday .  Too 
o f t e n ,  t e a c h e r s  f e e l  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  e x p e c t  and endorse  
s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  w i th  t h e  s t a t u s  quo 
and more p o p u l a r l y  a c c e p t e d  as  a d v i s a b l e  b e h a v io r .  Indeed,  
t e a c h e r s  may see  i t  a s  t h e i r  d u ty  t o  p r o p e r l y  s o c i a l i z e  
t h e i r  c h a r g e s .  An a t t i t u d e  l i k e  t h i s  p r e c i p i t a t e s  n e g a t iv e  
a p p r a i s a l s  o f  b e h a v io r s  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  may r e g a r d  as 
normal o r  a d m i ra b le .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  co n fu se ,  ang e r ,  
and d e b i l i t a t e  t h e  c h i l d .  I t  i s  n o t  s k i l l f u l  pedagogy.
What i s  good pedagogy a r i s e s  from an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  where 
a s t u d e n t ' s  m o t iv a t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e .  In  o t h e r  words,  where a r e  
th ey  coming from?
T eachers  can  f i n d  ou t  i f  t h e y  open c h a n n e l s  o f  communication 
w i th  t h e  p e o p le  who know: t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  o t h e r  
t e a c h e r s  and t e a c h e r  a i d e s ,  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  and members of  
t h e  c h i l d ' s  community a r e  key s o u r c e s  o f  e n l ig h te n m e n t .
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J a n e t  Bernard ( c o n t in u e d )

The key word i s  communication,  t h e  password i s  e f f o r t ,  
and r i g h t  now t h e r e ’s to o  l i t t l e  o f  b o th .  J a n e t  would 
l i k e  t o  se e  more e f f o r t  t o  open and m a in t a in  ch an n e ls  of  
communication w i t h in  t h e  network o f  c h i l d ,  p a r e n t ,  s c h o o l ,  
community; i n  s h o r t ,  be tween a l l  p a r t i e s  i n v o lv e d  in  t h e  
e d u c a t iv e  e x p e r i e n c e .  J a n e t  would l i k e  t o  see  sc h o o ls  and 
t e a c h e r s  t a k e  ad van tage  o f  Nat ive  i n p u t .  E d u c a to r s  have 
to  " look a t  t h e  p r o t o c o l  f o r  N a t ive  c h i l d r e n , "  and make an  
e f f o r t  t o  u n d e rs t a n d  v a r i a n c e s  o f  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  f o r  
Mi’kmaq and o th e r  non-European c u l t u r e s .

This  sh o u ld  he a n a t u r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  
and sh o u ld  no t  f i n d  i t s  way i n to  t h e  system i n  t h e  form of  
handouts  t o  N on-na t ive  t e a c h e r s  a t  a t h r e e  day i n - s e r v i c e  on 
"Aspects  o f  Mi'kmaq C u l tu r e " ,  in  a t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  CLASSROOM 
TECHNIQUES AND THE INDIAN CHILD. T h is  s i n g l i n g  o u t ,  and 
s t e r e o t y p i n g  of  c h i l d r e n  from t h e  g e n e r a l  schoo l  p o p u l a t i o n  
i s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  and c o u n te r p r o d u c t iv e ;  i t  was, a l s o ,  
i n a c c u r a t e  and vague ly  demeaning.

Good in f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  J a n e t  p ro v id e d  th e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  w ith  a  few o f  many s o u r c e s :  a program l i s t i n g  
t h i r t y  a u t h o r s  and a b s t r a c t s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  1993 
c o n fe re n c e  f o r  Canadian I n d i a n / I n u i t  T eacher  E du ca t ion  
Programs,  complete  w i th  m a i l in g  a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  c o n fe r e n c e  
c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  a  copy o f  "Values,  Customs and T r a d i t i o n s  o f  
th e  Mi’kmaq Nation" by Murdena M a r s h a l l ,  B.ED., ED.M., and 
a document e n t i t l e d  " P r i n c i p l e s  o f  Good P r a c t i c e  For Any 
T e a c h e r , "  t h a t  was p r e p a r e d  by a g roup  o f  Mi'kmaq S tu d e n t  
A dv iso rs ,  T ea ch e rs ,  E d u c a t io n a l  C o u n se lo r s ,  and P a r e n t s  from 
In d ian  Brook & M i l lb ro o k  R ese rv es .  This  was deve loped  in  
re spo n se  t o  th e  a fo re m en t io n e d  i n - s e r v i c e  h a n d -o u t .  J a n e t  
r e f e r r e d  me, a s  w e l l ,  t o  t h e  t i t l e s .  The D isp o s se s s e d ,  and 
Dancing w i t h  t h e  Ghost ,  and th e  a u t h o r ,  Malcolm Ross.

J a n e t  i s  an o u t sp e a k in g  d a u g h te r  o f  an o u tspoken  m other ;  
who, when one of  h e r  c h i l d r e n  was n o t  p u b l i c l y  r e c o g n iz e d  
f o r  a c h i e v i n g  academic honours ,  made a p o i n t  o f  go ing  p u b l i c  
to  g e t  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  h e r  c h i l d ’s a ch ie v e m e n ts .  J a n e t  
co u n se l s  Mi'kmaq and non-M i’kmaq c h i l d r e n  i n  h e r  p o s i t i o n  o f  
S tuden t  A dv iso r  a t  T ruro  J u n i o r  High Schoo l .  I t  makes no 
d i f f e r e n c e  to  J a n e t  whose c h i l d  I t  i s .  I f  t h e  c h i l d  has 
q u e s t i o n s  o r  wants someone to  t a l k  t o ,  a  k i d  i s  a k i d  i s  a  
k id .  Suppor t  must come from ev e ry  d i r e c t i o n .  Be p e r s i s t e n t .  
J a n e t ' s  p e r s i s t e n c e  might  be i n h e r i t e d  from h e r  g r a n d f a t h e r .  
J a n e t  d e s c r i b e d  how he would d r i v e  a round  t h e  town o f  T ru ro ,  
in  y e a r s  p a s t ,  and d e l i v e r  h i s  h a n d c r a f t e d  lawn c h a i r s ,  
q u i e t l y ,  t o  a few chosen homes. He would r e t u r n  t o  t h o s e  
same homes, a f t e r  a few days had p a s s e d ,  and c o l l e c t  payment 
f o r  t h e  c h a i r s .  His b u s i n e s s  sen se  i s  a p p r e c i a t e d  when J a n e t  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  th e  peop le  who r e c e i v e d ,  and i n v a r i a b l y  p a i d  
f o r ,  t h e  lawn c h a i r s  were no t  aware t h e y  were g e t t i n g  one i n  
th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  T h a t ' s  a  s t o r y  f o r  "The Leading  Edge."
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Sandy Jo e  no ted  t h a t  more communication between N a t ive  
and w h i te  s o c i e t y  i s  needed .  An example i s  t h a t  i n - s e r v i c e s  
shou ld  be conducted  n o t  on ly  in  th e  n o n - n a t i v e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  
i n  th e  N a t iv e  community as  w e l l .  T r e a t  s t u d e n t s  as  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  When t e a c h e r s  g e t  t h e i r  l i c e n s e s  i n  th e  
Mari t ime r e g i o n ,  t h e y  sh o u ld  have knowledge abou t  th e  
Mi'kmaq c u l t u r e .  At p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  Teachers  
c r i t i c i z e  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r a i s e  them. J a n e t  
c o n s i d e r s  everyone e q u a l :  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s .  On 
our  r e t u r n ,  J a n e t  v e r i f i e d  th e  above and added t h a t  whether  
o r  n o t  c u l t u r e  and t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  r e t a i n e d  depends on how 
much p a r e n t s  want t h a t  t o  happen.  I f  p a r e n t s  in  the  
community show an i n t e r e s t  in  m a i n t a i n in g  Mi'kmaq c u l t u r a l  
i d e n t i t y  and keep ing  Mi'kmaq t r a d i t i o n s  a l i v e  -  th ey  w i l l  
c o n t in u e  i n  t h e  nex t  g e n e r a t i o n .
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Rose i s  a t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  M iUbrook  P r e - s c h o o l .  She i s  a  
good c o n v e r s e r ,  f r i e n d l y  and i n f o r m a t i v e .  R o s e ' s  p a r e n t s  
d id  no t  have school beyond e lem en ta ry ,  b u t  encouraged ,  
sup p o r ted ,  and in su re d  t h a t  Rose sho u ld  succeed  in  s c h o o l .  
Rose s a i d  she u s u a l l y  l i k e d  school  and d id  n o t  g iv e  h e r  
p a re n t s  to o  much r e s i s t a n c e .

Her c h i l d r e n  and g rand  c h i l d r e n  were l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
schoo l .  Although h e r  son r e t u r n e d  to  a c h ie v e  a  <3SD, and 
completed t h e  TV? ( T r a n s i t i o n a l  Year Program ),  he dropped 
out  of  f i r s t  y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y  to  s t a r t  a f a m i ly .  One 
g ra n d c h i ld  d id  well  u n t i l  j u n i o r  h ig h ,  t h e n  p e e r  i n f l u e n c e s  
d i v e r t e d  h e r  from s t u d i e s  and "we l o s t  h e r . "  In  t h e  c a se s  
of both ,  son and grand d a u g h te r ,  Rose con tended  t h a t  th ey  
were not  p re p a re d  f o r  g ra d e  7 and were pushed to o  e a r l y  
from e le m e n ta ry  to  j u n i o r  l e v e l s .

More a t t e n t i o n  and r e s p e c t  shou ld  be g iv e n  t o  r e a d i n e s s  
in schoo l ,  and l e s s  emphasis  p lac ed  on p ush in g  k i d s  a long  
f o r  p h y s i c a l  o r  s o c i a l  r e a s o n s ,

Sandy Joe  re c o rd e d  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  i s s u e ,  and t h e  i n s i g h t  
t h a t  e a r l y  ch i ldhood  age p u p i l s  a r e  more "open" ,  r e f e r r i n g  
to R o se ' s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  young c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
th ey  grow s o c i a l l y  c a u t i o u s .

On t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t a t i o n ,  we l e a r n e d  t h a t  R o s e ' s  g ran d  
d a u g h te r ,  a l s o  named Rose, has r e t u r n e d  t o  l i v e  w i th  h e r  
grand mother ,  now, and p l a n s  t o  go back t o  schoo l  t h i s  
September. Also, Grandmother Rose has  j u s t  bough t  th e  
"Hooked on Phonics"  r e a d i n g  program and lab  which she p l a n s  
to  use  w i th  h e r  grand  c h i l d r e n  over  t h e  summer and i n t o  t h e  
school y e a r .  Her grand c h i l d r e n ' s  ages  ra n g e  from two to  
f o u r t e e n .  Rose hopes t h e  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  h e l p  them a c h ie v e  
in school  and become b e t t e r  r e a d e r s ,  o v e r - a l l .
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Stan Brooks

Stan  i s  a t radesm an ,  w i th  a SED, Grade 12 c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
as  well  as c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  two t r a d e s .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  
engaged in  a c h i e v in g  h i s  p a p e r s  in  c a r p e n t r y  t o  add to  h i s  
o t h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s .  His d a u g h te r .  M argare t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  as w e l l .  His g randson  p la y e d  ab o u t  th e  
k i t c h e n  t a b l e  w hi le  we t a l k e d ,  so t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  of 
Brooks ' were r e p r e s e n t e d .

S tan  and M argare t  e x p r e s s e d  an i n t e r e s t  in  l e a r n i n g ,  
a l th o u g h  t h e y  bo th  had d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  s c h o o l ,  M argare t  
l i k e d  S c ien c e  and E n g l i s h .  She l i k e  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  
encouraged by s c i e n c e  and en joyed  t h e  mechanics  of  E n g l i sh .  
E f f e c t i v e  w r i t i n g  and s p e a k in g  i n t e r e s t e d  h e r .  She d id  not  
l i k e  math. M argare t  (and S tan)  g o t  t o  Grade 7 i n  t h e  system. 
She wants t o  go back and g e t  i n t o  c o l l e g e .

S tan  d i d  go on to  g e t  h i s  Grade 12. But,  when he was a 
k id ,  school  was rough on him and he d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  He 
ex p re s sed  an i n t e r e s t  i n  c o u r s e s  in  a c c o u n t i n g  and small 
b u s in e s s  management as  w e l l  a s  an i n t e n t i o n  t o  l e a r n  abou t  
co m p u te r s ,

S t a n ' s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  form al  e d u c a t io n  i s  t h a t  w hi le  
l e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e  sake o f  l e a r n i n g  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and he 
would l e a r n  something  f o r  t h e  fun of  i t ,  e d u c a t i o n  goes on 
and on w i t h o u t  showing r e s u l t s .  I t  ne v e r  ends and i t  never  
g e t s  anywhere.

Sandy Joe  r e c o r d e d  S t a n ' s  comment t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a d e s  
t r a i n i n g  may e v e n t u a l l y  f a l l  t o g e t h e r ;  t h e  s k i l l s  do 
i n t e r c o n n e c t .  But, o f t e n  t r a i n i n g  and e d u c a t i o n  i s  
c e n t e r e d  on one t o p i c  t h a t  p e r t a i n s  o n ly  t o  s p e c i f i c  
a c t i v i t i e s  ( l e .  c a r p e n t r y ) .  R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  l i m i t s  a 
t r a i n e e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  A lso ,  th e  GED i s  sometimes no t  
r e c o g n iz e d  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  t r a i n i n g .  Courses 
t h a t  r e q u i r e  h igh  school  academic m a th em a t ic s ,  o r  e n t r a n c e  
t e s t i n g  a t  t h a t  l e v e l ,  demand s c h o o l in g  t h a t  e x te n d s  beyond 
th e  GED. A p p l i c a n t s  w i th  GlDs may be asked  t o  submit  t o  
p r e l i m i n a r y  s k i l l s  t e s t s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  
from t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .

On t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t a t i o n ,  S tan  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  dead-end 
s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  p lag u e s  u p g rad in g  i s  s t i l l  h a p p en in g .  The 
c o u rs e s  a r e  " h e ld  ou t  t o  g i v e  a p e r s o n  hope, b u t  th ey  end 
up b e in g  l i k e  a  m er ry -g o - ro u n d ,  and y o u ' r e  l e f t  o f f  where 
you s t a r t e d . "  S ta n  con c lu ded  w i th  a  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  an 
I n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h e  i n s  and o u t s  of  com p u te r ing .  The 
k id s  a r e  a l l  i n t o  com puters ,  so t h e  f u t u r e  i s  p robab ly  
go ing  t h a t  way.
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Alex and Robin Cope

The I n t e r v i e w  had been  once pos tpo n ed  due t o  a b i r t h d a y  
p a r t y  f o r  one o f  t h e  C ope 's  young c h i l d r e n ,  A c a n c e l l a t i o n  
prompted us to  t r y  t h e  Copes a g a i n  and we were f o r t u n a t e  t o  
f i n d  them a t  home and a b l e  t o  g iv e  us  some t im e .

Both Alex and Robin a r e  employed by t h e  M i l lb ro o k  Band 
Council  and a re  busy, as  w e l l ,  r a i s i n g  a young f a m i ly .  We 
s a t  a round th e  d i n in g  t a b l e ,  p a r t i a l l y  o c c u p ie d  by an 
o f f i c e  s i z e  computer  and p r i n t e r ,  and began by e x p l a i n i n g  
th e  g e n e r a l  purpose  o f  our  v i s i t .  We had, a s  p r e s c r i b e d ,  no 
d e f in e d  s t a r t i n g  t o p i c ,  b u t  in  s h o r t  o r d e r  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
go t  g o in g .  Robin and Alex a r e  in v o lv e d  and informed p e o p le .  
The ran g e  o f  our  d i s c u s s i o n  d e m o n s t ra te d  t h e  b r e a d t h  o f  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,

R o b in ' s  i n i t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was h e r  a p p r a i s a l  t h a t  
Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a l lo w e d  t o  l e a r n  by 
do ing .  M is takes  a r e  ex p ec te d  a lo n g  w i th  s u c c e s s e s ;  and 
independence and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  by Mi'kmaq 
c h i l d r e n  from t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s .  R e l a t i v e l y  mature 
a t t i t u d e s  a r e  a p p a r e n t  i n  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  e a r l i e r  t h a n  
they  a p p e a r  in  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  Non-Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n .  
Problems a r i s e  in  school  when Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  f i n d  t h e  
b e h a v io r s  and i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  Non-Mi'kmaq c l a s s m a te s  
r e f l e c t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  th ey  th e m se lv e s  have outgrown. 
E d u ca t io n  by example i s  t h e  norm f o r  t h e  Mi'kmaq c h i l d ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  th e  examples p r e s e n t e d  t o  them by t h e i r  e l d e r s .

Robin su g g e s te d  t h a t  a fundamenta l  d i f f i c u l t y  r e c e n t  
g e n e r a t i o n s  of  a b o r i g i n a l s  have had t o  c o n f r o n t  i s  t h a t  
much o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  wisdom ev o lved  in  a  p r e - a g r a r i a n  
s o c i e t y .  I t  was a s o c i e t y  of  f i sh e rm e n ,  t r a d e r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  
and a r t i s a n s  e x i s t i n g  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  a c u l t u r e  dev o id  of 
p lan e  geometry ,  alchemy, o r  s p e l l i n g ,  f i r s t  N a t ions  p e o p le  
a r e  on ly  a few g e n e r a t i o n s  removed from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p a s t ,  and w hi te  Europeans have c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .

Alex o bse rved  t h a t  most p e o p le ,  a b o r i g i n a l  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  
a r e  n o t  t o o  many g e n e r a t i o n s  away from h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  
as a means t o  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  The c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  r a c i a l  
and e t h n i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  s e p a r a t e  N a t iv e  from Non-Native 
c u l t u r e s .  Non-Natives c la im  c o n t r o l  o f  l a r g e r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
a r e a s  and e x e r c i s e  g r e a t e r  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  g e n e r a l  economy 
th an  do N a t iv e s .  Alex s a i d ,  "An I n d i a n  c o u l d n ' t  buy a jo b  
in  T r u r o ."

Alex i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e  p r e c e d in g  s t a t e m e n t  on our  r e t u r n  
v i s i t .  The M i l lb ro o k  Band Council  had once s u g g e s te d  t h a t  
th e  Town o f  Truro  r e t a i n  a $ 3 0 ,000 .00  over-paym ent  made by 
M i l lb ro o k  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  M unic ipa l  Agreement between t h e  
town and t h e  N a t ive  community. M i l lb ro o k  a sked  t h e  town t o  
keep t h e  money, and use  i t  to  h i r e  a  member o f  t h e  M i l lb r o o k  
Band f o r  a  jo b  w ith  t h e  Town o f  T ru ro .  The town r e t u r n e d  t h e  
money, r a t h e r  t h a n  h i r e  a Nat ive  w orker .
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Alex and Robin Cope (continued)

Alex a rg u e d  t h a t  s o c i a l  and economic r e a l i t i e s  demand 
t h a t  Mi'kmaq peop le  work t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  community toward 
s e l f - g e n e r a t e d  and s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  economic g o a l s ,  A few 
p e o p le  work ing  t o g e t h e r  can a c h ie v e  more t h a n  many peop le  
working i n  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  E th n ic  m i n o r i t i e s  can 
f i n d  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  i n  t i e s  t h a t  have d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  them 
from t h e  m a j o r i t y  and p u l l e d  them t i g h t e r  t o g e t h e r  i n to  
c o h e s iv e  g roups .

However, modern s o c i e t i e s  c anno t  f u n c t i o n  i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  
Many l e v e l s  and k in d s  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i th  t h e  su r ro u n d in g  
communities  must o ccu r ;  and M i l lb ro o k  i s  v i r t u a l l y ,  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  and d e m o g ra p h ic a l ly ,  su r rounded  by Non- 
Mi 'kmaq comm unit ies .  T h is  poses a c o n t i n u i n g  problem f o r  
a b o r i g i n a l  peop le  i n  t h e  form of  what might  be c a l l e d  
" i d e n t i t y  d e f i n i t i o n , "  N a t iv e  p e o p le  who a re  a b le  to  
f u n c t i o n  i n  Non-Native s o c i e t y  may be p e r c e i v e d  t o  be 
compromising N a t ive  v a l u e s ,  customs,  and t r a d i t i o n s .  
I n t e r n a l ,  p e rs o n a l  c o n f l i c t s  may be an on -go ing  and 
p e r p l e x i n g  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  Mi'kmaqs who v e n t u r e  beyond t h e  
p e r i p h e r i e s  o f  t h e i r  community 's  c u l t u r a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s .

We r e a l i z e d  t h a t  o u r  s e s s i o n  was e x te n d in g  beyond our 
in te n d e d  t im e .  We t u r n e d  our  a t t e n t i o n  once a g a in  t o  young 
p e o p le  and e d u c a t io n ,  Robin and Alex spoke of a couple  of  
a r e a s  t h a t  were im p o r t a n t  and i n f l u e n t i a l  f o r  y o u n g s t e r s .  
N a t iv e .W o r ld  Youth, an o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  sends Nat ive  y ou ths  
t o  c o u n t r i e s  a l l  over  t h e  world, f o r  c u l t u r a l  exchange, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  and e n l ig h te n m e n t  i s  a  g r e a t  c o u rs e  in th e  
school  o f  e x p e r i e n c e .  But t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n f l u e n c e  i s  from 
t h e  home, and t h e  home's  g r e a t e s t  l e s s o n  i s  a p r i d e  in  who 
you a r e .

A l though  Alex and Robin e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  
be go in g  th ro u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  school  system, and hope t h a t  
th ey  w i l l  a c h ie v e  advanced  l e v e l s  o f  formal e d u c a t io n ,  
t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  " e v e ry b o d y 's  d i f f e r e n t "  and t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e s  a r e  t h e i r  own. M o t iv a t io n  i s  p e r s o n a l ,  
and ach iev e m e n ts  a r e ,  t o o .  Also, b o a s t i n g  i s  no t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n .  They a r e  more l i k e l y  
t o  f e e l  em bar rassed  i f  t h e y  a re  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  an 
accom pl ishm ent .

D i f f e r e n c e s  in  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s ,  a l a c k  o f  c u l t u r a l l y  
r e l e v a n t  c u r r i c u l a ,  e t h n i c  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  and l i n g u i s t i c  
chauv in ism  a r e  a  few key r e a l i t i e s  t h a t  can prompt th e  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Band o p e r a t e d  e d u c a t i o n .  The Copes r e s e a r c h e d  
t h i s  c o n c e p t  in  s e v e r a l  N a t ive  communities  in  t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  
and s u p p o r t  f o r  Band o p e r a t e d  e d u c a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  
p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l ,  was s i g n i f i c a n t .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Alex 
B e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i th  t h e  Non-Native community i s  
an e s s e n t i a l  and i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  a young Mi'kmaqs 
e d u c a t i o n .  Alex w i l l  encourage  h i s  own c h i l d r e n  to  a t t e n d  
p u b l i c  sc h o o l  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n  p r o v i d e s .
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Sandy Joe noted t h a t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  t o  t h e  j u n i o r  
h igh  d ro p o u t  r a t e  a r e  p u b e r ty  and low s e l f - e s t e e m ,  and 
e a r l i e r  mental  m a t u r i t y  o f  N a t ive  c h i l d r e n .  N a t iv e  p a r e n t s  
use an i n d i r e c t  approach to  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and N a t iv e  c h i l d r e n  
le a rn  from t h e i r  m is t a k e s .  White k i d s  a r e  s h e l t e r e d .  Mature 
s t u d e n t s  have to  g e t  o f f  th e  r e s e r v e  to  pu rsue  c a r e e r s  o r  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n .  Everyone had a r o l e  in  th e  community 
b e fo re  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  t o o k  ov e r .  Now, t h e  r o l e  f o r  N a t iv e s  
i s  to  g e t  ed uca ted .  S e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  i s  now b e in g  d eve loped  
on th e  r e s e r v e .  More p la n n in g  i s  needed by young peop le  who 
a re  e n t e r i n g  the  l ab o u r  f o r c e .

On our  r e t u r n ,  Robin r e -e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  she b e l i e v e s  
s t u d e n t s  become more d i r e c t e d  i f  t h e y  p l a n  e a r l y  and make 
long term c a r e e r  g o a l s .  She added t h a t  d u r in g  t h e  i n t e r i m  
between in te r v ie w s  she had u n d e r t a k e n  Mod-1, ACSC 
(Assessment Component o f  Employment C o u n s e l l i n g )  and 
a p p r e c i a t e s  the  importance  of  o n e -o n -o ne  c a r e e r  c o u n s e l l i n g  
and p l a n n in g  even more t h a n  she d i d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  our 
f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w .  I t  i s  o f  minor i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  
missed c a r e e r  p lan n in g  i n  h i s  i n i t i a l  n o t e s  and Sandy Joe 
p icked  i t  up. This s u b j e c t  i s  more im m edia te ly  im p o r ta n t  
f o r  a c o l l e g e  bound young man t h a n  a c o l l e g e - w o r n  "matur 
s t u d e n t . "  One more " a p p r e c i a t i o n  p o i n t "  f o r  Sandy Joe .

v j

y



9 8

Barry  and Shonna Gloade

Since  t h e  I n i t i a l  I n t e r v i e w  was conducted  B a r r y ' s  
p o s i t i o n  w i th  t h e  M i l l b r o j k  Band, where he o v e rs e e s  
e d u c a t i o n a l  fund ing ,  and t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  as  a 
math i n s t r u c t o r  f o r  t h e  Access Program has b ro u g h t  us 
t o g e t h e r  on a number o f  o c c a s i o n s ;  and e d u c a t io n  has been  
t h e  common ground f o r  our  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .

The n o t e s  t a k e n  i n  August,  1993, were t r a n s c r i b e d  a t  a  
t im e  c o i n c i d i n g  w i th  our mutual  i n t e r e s t s  i n  e d u c a t io n  and 
t h e  Access  Program. The r e s e a r c h e r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  r e i t e r a t e  
t h e  f i r s t  and second i n t e r v i e w s ,  w h i l e  endeavor ing  t o  s c r e e n  
p e r s p e c t i v e s  g a in ed  from our  o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s .

Barry  and Shonna, and an a c t i v e  l i t t l e  boy who seemed 
t o  be l e a r n i n g  t o  walk and p l a y  b a s e b a l l  a t  t h e  same, t im e  
s h a re d  t h e i r  l i v i n g  room and a p o t  o f  t e a  w i th  th e  
i n t e r v i e w e r s .  The Gloades a re  a t t e n t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  good 
h o s t s ,  and i n t e l l i g e n t  c o n v e r g e r s .  B a r r y ' s  s t y l e  o f  
communication i s  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  and he im pressed  th e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  as  a p e rso n  who i s  more co m fo r tab le  when 
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  ou t  on t h e  t a b l e  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t .

On t h e  t o p i c  o f  r a c e ,  Barry  e x p la in e d  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  
have a  l o t  t o  say in  f a v o r  o f  w h i te  p e o p le .  As a r u l e ,  he 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  them o r  t r u s t  them. B a r ry  e x e m p l i f i e s  and 
s u p p o r t s  t h e  view t h a t  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  f o r  N a t ive  peop le  w i l l  
come from t h e i r  own e f f o r t s .  U n s o l i c i t e d  i n t e r f e r e n c e  from 
t h e  w h i t e  m a j o r i t y  i s ,  t o o  o f t e n ,  s e l f - s e r v i n g  and 
d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  N a t iv e  p e o p le .

R e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  N a t iv e  and Non-Native peop le  have to  
i n t e r - a c t  i n  ways t h a t  b e n e f i t  b o th  s o c i e t i e s .  F i r s t  
N a t io n s  p e o p le  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  su r ro un d ed  by a t r a n s p l a n t e d  
European p o p u l a t i o n ,  and can no t  e x i s t  i n  s e c l u s i o n ,  nor  
w i l l  In d ig en o u s  p e o p le  be a s s i m i l a t e d ,  a s  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  
m i l l e n n i a  has  p roved .  Mi'kmaq p e o p le  shou ld  c o n t in u e  t o  
f i n d  ways t o  work w i th  w h i t e  p e o p le ;  w h i le  endeav o r ing ,  
f i r s t ,  t o  d e v e lo p  s o c i a l  and economic s t r e n g t h  and 
independence  th ro u g h  t h e  t a l e n t s  and e f f o r t s  o f  Mi'kmaqs.

Shonna, w hi le  n o t  a s  ou tspoken  a s  Barry ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
f o r e - m e n t io n e d  th ro u g h  h e r  a c t i o n s  and i n t e r e s t s .  V' .̂en 
Shonna com ple ted  h igh  schoo l  she e n r o l l e d  i n  a b u s i n e s s  
c o u r s e .  From t h e r e ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,  she  has  
worked i n  a  s e c r e t a r i a l  p o s i t i o n  w i th  t h e  N a t iv e  Drug Abuse 
C o u n s e l l i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e n  t h e  Department  of  In d ia n  
A f f a i r s ,  a s  an  E d u ca t io n  C le rk ,  and c u r r e n t l y  f o r  t h e  ROMP 
as  a c l e r k ,  d i s p a t c h e r ,  and s u p p o r t  s t a f f  p e r s o n .  She s a i d  
i t  was n o t  easy  t o  t a k e  t im e  from h e r  f a m i ly  and go t o  work. 
But h e r  j o b  i s  a c h a l l e n g e .  Something d i f f e r e n t  always 
happens ,  and i t s  a lways good t o  g e t  home.
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Firm r o o t s  in  t h e  community, and c o n s t r u c t i v e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w ith  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a t  l a r g e ,  co u ld  be a  s h o r t  
l i s t  f o r  th e  way B arry  and Shonna l i k e  t o  g e t  t h i n g s  done. 
The d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  t o p i c  
of  Band o p e ra t e d  s c h o o l s .  Summarily, Band invo lvem ent  in  
formal e d u c a t io n ,  t o  d a t e ,  g e t s  a poor  g r a d e .  The s c h o o l ( s )  
on th e  B e s e rv e ( s )  must  be run  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  th a n  
they  a re  run  to d a y .  The t e a c h e r s  must  l e a r n  t o  encourage  
academic c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ,  s e t  g o a l s ,  and r a i s e  t h e i r  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  and  t h e i r  s t u d e n t ' s  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s .

Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  e d u c a t i o n  must  l e a d  somewhere.
Something must be t h e r e  f o r  t h i  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  
t r a i n i n g .  This  i s  a c h i e v e d  th ro u g h  economic development .
More im p o r ta n t  t h a n  Band o p e ra t e d  s c h o o l s  a r e  Band owned 
e n t e r p r i s e s .  These w i l l  p ro v id e  t h e  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  p e op le  
t o  u n d e r t a k e  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and o f f e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
f o r  peop le  to  u t i l i z e  t h e  knowledge and s k i l l s  t h e y 'v e  
a c q u i r e d .  " A j o b , "  B a r ry  s a i d ,  " i s  a l i t t l e  b i t  of hope, 
and a p l a c e  to  go ."

There a r e  a l i m i t e d  amount of  j o b s  i n  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  
community, now. T h is  can change.  Through e f f i c i e n t ,  
c o o p e r a t i v e  Band a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  by p e op le  who p u t  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  community in  t h e  f o r e f r o n t ,  p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e s  w i l l  d eve lop  i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  and t h e  jo b s  a lo ng  
w ith  them.

In t h e  meantime, e d u c a t i o n  can a s s i s t  t o  p r e p a r e  
community members f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  The c u r r e n t  GED program, 
t h e  Access Program, and t h e  p lacem en t  o f  a  Community C o l le g e  
in  c lo s e  p ro x im i ty ,  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  can a l s o  h e lp  
M i l lb roo k  r e a l i z e  i t s  p o t e n t i a l .
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S h i r l e y  Denny

S h i r l e y  has t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l ,  t h e  o l d e s t  i s  
s t a r t i n g  j u n i o r  h ig h  schoo l  t h i s  y e a r .  The young ones a r e  
p r e s c h o o l e r s .  S h i r l e y  was in v o lv e d  i n  t h e  N a t iv e  Council  
Language Program where she  worked to  s u s t a i n  and e n r i c h  
t h e  Mi'kmaq language among young p e o p le .  S h i r l e y  s a i d  
t h a t  c h i l d r e n  move from r e s e r v e s  where Ml'Kmaq i s  t h e  
p redom inan t  means of  communicating t o  r e s e r v e s  l i k e  
M i l lb ro o k  where t h e  i n f u s i o n  and i n c l u s i o n  o f  E n g l i sh  
underm ines  th e  m o th e r - to n g u e .  In S h i r l e y ' s  words, "They 
move h e r e ,  and lo se  t h e  lan gu ag e ."

S h i r l e y  i s  conce rned  abou t  h e lp i n g  h e r  c h i l d r e n  do w el l  
i n  s c h o o l .  She was one o f  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r e n t s  who 
a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  o f f e r e d  in  M i l lb ro o k  t h a t  were d e s ig n e d ,  
by a  N a t iv e  e d u c a to r ,  t o  t e a c h  and a s s i s t  p a r e n t s  in  
t u t o r i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  S h i r l e y  t h in k s  t h a t  p a r e n t s  
shou ld  do t h e i r  p a r t  and so shou ld  t h e  s c h o o l s .  One a r e a  
in  which t h e  school  cou ld  t a k e  a more a c t i v e  p a r t  i s  t h e  
i n c l u s i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq language in  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m .  Mi'kamq 
language  o f f e r e d  in  t h e  school  program would make a 
d i f f e r e n c e  no t  on ly  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  th e  language 
among N a t iv e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  in  t h e  way Nat ive  c h i l d r e n  
p e r c e i v e  t h e  school  sys tem .

Sandy Jo e  no ted  t h a t  S h i r l e y ' s  c h i l d r e n  were in  g ra d e s  
3, 4, and  7. As w e l l ,  h e r  invo lvem ent  in  t h e  Nat ive  
Counc i l  and th e  p a r e n t  t u t o r  program was n o te d .  That 
S h i r l e y ' s  f a t h e r  had a t t a i n e d  a g rad e  2 and h e r  mother  a 
g rad e  5 was in c lu d ed  i n  S a nd y 's  n o t e s .  And h e r e ,  a n o te  
of  mine t h a t  adds t h a t  be tween S h i r l e y ' s  and our  n e x t  
a p p o in tm e n t ,  Sandy s a i d  t o  me, "You know, t h e r e  a r e  s u r e  
a  l o t  o f  smart  peop le  a round h e r e . "
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Dora Gloade

Dora was s e t t i n g  up a ya rd  s a l e  when Sandy and I 
walked up h e r  d r ivew ay .  We had d e c id e d  t o  t r y  a 
"walk-about"  t h i s  S a tu rd a y ,  and see  peop le  w i th  whom 
phone c o n t a c t  cou ld  n o t  be made. We a r r i v e d  unannounced,  
and Dora d i d  n o t  seem to o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t a l k i n g ,  a t  f i r s t .  
D i sc u s s in g  e d u c a t io n  was l e s s  o f  a p r i o r i t y  t h a n  c a r i n g
fo r  h e r  t h r e e  young c h i l d r e n .  But a s  we t a l k e d ,  he r
i n t e r e s t  i n c r e a s e d .  We found t h a t  she  had t a k e n  most of
a S p e c ia l  E d u ca t io n  dip loma program a t  N .S .T .C . ,  bu t
becoming a mother had p u t  t h a t ,  t e m p o r a r i l y ,  on h o ld .
She f o r e s e e s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  c o l l e g e  when h e r  f am i ly  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a l lo w .

The i n t e r v i e w e r  asked  i f  she would r e t u r n  t o  school 
even i f  she had no g u a r a n t e e  of  a  jo b  a f t e r  com ple t ing  
h e r  c o u r s e .  She s a i d  t h a t  she would. She would en joy  
go ing  back to  sc h o o l .  And abou t  t h e  g u a r a n t e e ,  she s a id ,  
"You nev er  know." Dora a sked  us i f  we were working f o r  
M i l lb ro o k  o r  t h e  System, and t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  asked  i f  i t  
m a t t e r e d .  Dora paused  and s a i d ,  "No, n o t  r e a l l y . "

D o r a ' s  wel l-made ,  h a n d - c r a f t e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  moccasins 
were p a r t  o f  h e r  y a rd  s a l e .  On o u r  r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  as wel l  
as v e r i f y i n g  t h e  above i n t e r v i e w ,  we t a l k e d  abo u t  
h a n d - c r a f t s .  The i n t e v i e w e r ' s  new es t  n i e c e  w i l l ,  l i k e l y ,  
be wear ing  a p a i r  o f  D o r a ' s  m ocass ins  n e x t  C h r i s tm a s .
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Mary Agnes Gloade

Mary Agnes sees  e d u c a t io n  as a  n a t u r a l ,  and ongoing 
p a r t  of  l i f e ,  She to o k  p a r t  in  u p g ra d in g  when she l iv e d  
in  Cape B re to n .  She i s  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p e o p le ,  t o d a y .  Sandy Joe  noted  t h a t  
Mary Agnes a p p r e c i a t e d ,  a s  w e l l ,  t h e  b e t t e r  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  can fo l lo w  a b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n .

Mary Agnes has fo u r  c h i l d r e n  engaged in  e i t h e r  s o c i a l  
work, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  c a r p e n t r y .  Two a re  g r a d u a t e s  of 
degree  programs a t  S a i n t  M ary 's ,  one ho ld s  a Level I I ,  
Daycare d ip lom a,  and one i s  c u r r e n t l y  t r a i n i n g  f o r  a t r a d e  
i n  c a r p e n t r y .

C u l tu r e  i s  a  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  l i f e  and e d u c a t io n .  The 
Church i s  a  fo c a l  p o i n t  f o r  p e o p le ,  and t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  of 
t h e  Pow Wow i s  good f o r  t h e  community, e s p e c i a l l y  th e  
young. E d u ca t io n  i s  communication t h a t  moves from 
g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n ,  from e l d e r s ,  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  to  
g rand  c h i l d r e n .  The o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  shou ld  be p a t i e n t ,  
t h e  young, d e d i c a t e d ,  and everybody shou ld  be c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  community.

Mary Agnes v e r i f i e d  t h e  above on our  r e t u r n ,  and added 
t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l i s m  she had spoken of  on our  f i r s t  v i s i t  
was a l i v e  and w el l  and s t i l l  on t h e  r i s e .  I n t e r e s t  in  F i r s t  
N a t ions  t r a d i t i o n s  i s  more e v id e n t  in  t h e  community, as  
w e l l .  M i l lb r o o k  w i l l  be h o s t i n g  a  Pow Wow in  t h e  autumn of  
t h i s  y e a r .
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A f t e r  a couple  of  m i s f i r e s  a t  g e t t i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
s e s s i o n  underway, we a l l  g o t  t o g e t h e r  a round t h e  G lo a d e 's  
b ig  f a m i ly  room t a b l e  f o r  a good t a l k .  Ricky i s  a  t radesm an  
and bus inessm an .  He has  r e c e n t l y  b u i l t  an au to m o t iv e  r e p a i r  
shop where he w i l l  h a n d le  m ain tenance ,  bodywork, and 
m echanica l  r e p a i r s .  C ra f t sm a n sh ip  i s  e v id e n t  i n  t h e  home 
he and h i s  w ife  N a t a l i e  have b u i l t .  N a t a l i e  i s  a  craf tswoman
who t e a c h e s  he r  s k i l l s ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  t o  Mi'kmaq women i n  t h e
P ic to u  a r e a .  She has r e c e n t l y  completed  Academic Grade 12 
th rough  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  Community C o l le g e ,  and would l i k e  t o  
e x p lo re  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  f u r t h e r  s tu d y  in  s o c i a l  work, 
o r  c h i l d  psychology,  o r ,  maybe, law. The Gloades have f o u r  
c h i l d r e n  c h i l d r e n ,  t h r e e  i n  e le m e n ta ry  school  and one in  
j u n i o r  h ig h .

The t o p i c  of school  was b reached  by us a l i t t l e
c a u t i o u s l y .  The i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  r o l e  a s  a  s tu d y  c l a s s
t e a c h e r  may su g ges t  a s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  some c r i t i c i s m s  o f  
s c h o o l in g .  However, once we g o t  r o l l i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
was c an d id  and an im ated .

N a t a l i e  remembered a homeroom t e a c h e r  she had in  j u n i o r  
h ig h  schoo l  who made a l a s t i n g  Im p re ss io n  on h e r .  The 
t e a c h e r  made school  an u p b e a t  and i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .
He sang i n  t h e  morning, and sometimes b ro u g h t  home baked 
t r e a t s  f o r  h i s  homeroom c l a s s .  Homeroom was t h e  s t a r t  of  
t h e  schoo l  day,  and s t a r t i n g  o f f  r i g h t  makes a  d i f f e r e n c e .

When i t  was ment ioned t h a t  homeroom had been e l i m i n a t e d  
a t  C . E . C . , t h e  Gloades were d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  touch  b a se  w i th  an  i d e n t i f i a b l e  
group o f  p e e r s ,  t o  s o c i a l i s e  and e n jo y  a  se n se  o f  co m ra d e r ie  
and a f e e l i n g  o f  c o n t i n u i t y ,  was l o s t  f o r  h ig h  s c h o o l e r s .

N a t a l i e  reminded us t h a t  a l a r g e  im persona l  system w i l l  
i n t i m i d a t e  c h i l d r e n .  Ricky ag reed  t h a t  a  remote  and u n c a r i n g  
i n s t i t u t i o n  can f o s t e r  b a r r i e r s  be tween p e o p le .  Peop le  
shou ld  have some t im e  t o  g e t  know each  o t h e r ,  b u t  r u l e s  o f  
conduct  t h a t  p r o h i b i t  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  c l a s s ,  t h e  
i n s i s t e n c e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t i m e t a b l e s ,  and t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  
f o r  s t u d e n t s  who l i v e  f a r  from school  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a f t e r  schoo l  a c t i v i t i e s  do n o t  encourage  t h a t  more th a n  
m arg ina l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  sho u ld  d e v e lo p .

N a t a l i e  su g g e s te d  t h a t  f e e l i n g s  o f  i n s e c u r i t y  t h a t  a r i s e  
from a s e n s e  o f  n o t  b e lo n g in g  may be a  cause  o f  d i s r u p t i v e  
b e h a v io r  from s t u d e n t s  whose d e f e n s e s  a r e  r a i s e d  t o  f a c e  
t h e  s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s  t h e y  sen se  have e n c lo s e d  o r  e x p e l l e d  
them. Ricky s a i d  t h a t  he had no use  f o r  t h e  sc h o o ls  he 
a t t e n d e d  a s  a c h i l d .  He d i d n ' t  f e e l  a c c e p te d ,  and he d id  
no t  l i k e  i t .
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Ricky and Natalie Gloade (continued)

Now, i n  t h e  c o u rs e s  Ricky has t a k e n ,  as  p a r t  of  h i s  
on-going  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t r a d e s ,  and i n  t h e  autobody course  
he i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r t a k in g ,  he i s  e n jo y in g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  
The cou rse  c o n te n t  has  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and t h e  c l a s s  members 
g e t  a long  w e l l .  He e n jo y s  m ee ting  w i th  p e op le  who have 
s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s ;  and,  I f  I u n d e r s to o d  R i c k y ' s  g r i n ,  they  
have a p r e t t y  good t im e  w h i le  t h e y ' r e  l e a r n i n g  th e  s k i l l s  
and t e c h n iq u e s  o f  t h e  t r a d e .  Ricky added t h a t  m a t u r i t y  
a l lows him t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a lu e  o f  knowledge more th an  
he d id  in  h i s  p u b l i c  schoo l  days .

The Gloades o f f e r e d  a few dos and d o n ' t s  f o r  sc h o o ls  and 
t e a c h e r s .  The f i r s t ,  and most em pha t ic ,  i s  to  n e v e r - r e p e a t -  
never  p h y s i c a l l y  rep r im an d  a c h i l d .  P h y s i c a l  punishment  i s  
ou t  of bounds f o r  t e a c h e r s .  In  s h o r t ,  to u c h  one of  th e  
G lo a d e 's  k i d s ,  and e x p e c t  t o  g e t  " touched"  back .  Second, 
use  p r a i s e .  " P r a i s e  works wonders ,"  s a y s  N a t a l i e .  There i s  
n o t  enough i n  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  and more n e g a t i v e  c r i t i c i s m  th a n  
i s  good f o r  c h i l d r e n .  N a t a l i e  u ses  p r a i s e  in  h e r  own c l a s s e s  
w i th  a d u l t s ,  and has seen  what i t  can do f o r  s e l f - e s t e e m  and, 
i n  t u r n ,  p e r fo rm an ce .  T h i r d l y ,  t r y  t o  g e t  t o  know your 
s t u d e n t s ,  L ea rn in g  means more when t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
t e a c h e r  and l e a r n e r  i s  c l o s e r .  And f i n a l l y ,  a l lo w  c h i l d r e n  
t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e y ' r e  own m i s t a k e s .  We d o n ' t  h e lp  
them by c o v e r in g  t h e i r  t r a c k s ,  th e y  b e n e f i t  more from 
e x p e r ie n c e  when g iv e n  t h e  freedom t o  make a  mess, g iven ,  
a s  w e l l ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  c l e a n  i t  up.
On our r e t u r n ,  Ricky and N a t a l i e  v e r i f i e d  our  e a r l i e r  
d i s c u s s i o n  N a t a l i e  added t h a t  a p s y c h o l o g y / s o c i o l o g y  c o u rse  
t h a t  i n c lu d e d  a c o u n s e l l i n g  component sh o u ld  be o f f e r e d  by 
t h e  p u b l i c  schoo l  sys tem . I t  cou ld  h e lp  young p e o p le  w ith  
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l , e m o t io n a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and p s y c h o l o g ic a l  
development .  This  i s  more r e l e v a n t  t o  c h i l d r e n  t h a n  
compulsory H i s t o r y .
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Maurice Hepworth

Maurice i s  a  former s t u d e n t  a t  Cobequid E d u c a t io n a l  
C en tre  and r e c e n t  r e c i p i e n t  a GED, Grade 12 c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
awarded th ro u g h  th e  M i l lb ro o k  L ea rn in g  C e n tre  A du l t  
E duca t ion  Program. He was p r e p a r i n g  f o r  an i n t e r v i e w  f o r  a  
job  a t  Canada Customs, Maurice ment ioned t h a t ,  a t  t h e  t im e ,  
on ly  one Mi'kmaq pe rson  was p e rm anen t ly  employed by Customs 
Canada in  Nova S c o t i a .  He p e r c e i v e d  t h e  need f o r  more 
summer work o r  work t r a i n i n g  i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  A d a i l y  d r i v e  
t o  H a l i f a x  was a u n a p p e a l in g  a s p e c t  of  h i s  p r o s p e c t i v e  
employment.

Maurice i s  an a r t i c u l a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l i n g  t o  sha re  
v iews.  Some o f  t h e  i n s i g h t s  he o f f e r e d  were t h a t :  formal 
e d u c a t io n  i s  im p o r tan t  up t o  g rade  6, t h e n  s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  
became more im p o r ta n t ,  p a r e n t s  must g e t  i n v o lv e d ,  more 
i n c e n t i v e  and s u p p o r t  f o r  schoo l  i s  needed, and l e s s  
s u p p o r t  i s  g iv e n  in  h igh  schoo l  t h a n  i n  e a r l i e r  g r a d e s .
Also,  more academic h e lp  shou ld  be o f f e r e d  w h i l e  i n  s c h o o l ;  
and job  t r a i n i n g  needs a t t e n t i o n .

Maurice t h i n k s  he may want to  a t t e n d  u n i v e r s i t y  sometime 
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Now, he i s  more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  l i f e  
s k i l l s .  He e x p l a i n s ,  " U n i v e r s i t y  i s  f o r  t h e  t h e o r y ,  l i f e  
i s  f o r  e x p e r i e n c e .  You may be a b le  t o  r e a d  som eth ing  and 
know i t  in  y o u r  head,  b u t  n o t  be a b l e  e x p l a i n  i t .  Like 
knowing a word, and no t  knowing what i t  means."  E x p er ience  
i s  a  good way t o  f i n d  meaning.

Sandy Jo e  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  Maurice c o n s i d e r e d  non-forma 1 
e d u c a t i o n  t o  be t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t ;  and t h a t  school  work 
must be en joy ed  t o  be w or th w h i le .  A lso ,  a l a c k  o f  
summertime j o b s  and job t r a i n i n g  was a  p e r s i s t e n t  problem. 
And, t h a t  some p a r e n t s  d o n ' t  p ro v id e  enough i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  to  a c h ie v e  in  school  and beyond.
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S h e i l a  Johnson

The lady  w i th  whom our  i n t e r v i e w  had been a r ra n g ed  had 
been c a l l e d  e l s e w h e re ,  S h e i l a  met us a t  t h e  door and in  
s h o r t  o r d e r ,  a s s i s t e d  by h e r  c o n g e n ia l  p e r s o n a l i t y  and 
engaging  n a t u r e ,  we to o k  advan tage  o f  t h e  o p p o r tu n i ty  and 
conducted  an impromptu i n t e r v i e w .

S h e i l a  i s  a member o f  t h e  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  th e  
Nova S c o t i a  c o n t i n g e n t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  N a t io ns  Conference f o r  
D isab led  N a t iv e  p e o p le .  The most r e c e n t  m ee t ing  was h e ld  in  
Saskatchewan,  and S h e i l a  was i n  a t t e n d a n c e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Nova 
S c o t i a  and t h e  d i s a b l e d  members o f  h e r  community, s h e i l a  i s  
c h a l l e n g e d  by a p ro found  h e a r i n g  d i s a b i l i t y .  She i s  a good 
communicator, a r t i c u l a t e  and a t t e n t i v e ,  and a t t e n d i n g  h e r  
f i r s t  y e a r  a t  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  T e a c h e r ' s  C o l le g e .

S h e i l a  l i k e s  c o l l e g e ,  b u t  adds t h a t  more h e lp  in  E n g l i sh  
would be a p p r e c i a t e d  by h e r s e l f  and o t h e r  d e a f  s t u d e n t s  a t  
U n i v e r s i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  P r o v in c e .  Even where t u t o r i a l  
a s s i s t a n t s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  by s t u d e n t  s e r v i c e s ,  th e  
a r ran gem en ts  a r e  n o t  a lways r e l i a b l e ,  and t u t o r s  do not  
accompany s t u d e n t s  t o  c l a s s .  T e a c h e rs ,  a s  a r u l e ,  speak 
toward t h e  c h a lk b o a rd ,  o v e r -h e a d  s c r e e n ,  or  desk;  and the  
sc h o o ls  do n o t  p ro v id e  s i g n e r s  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  l e c t u r e s  f o r  
th e  h e a r i n g  im pa ired  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .

In  1992, i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, an e v e n t  c a l l e d  5000 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  improved s e r v i c e s  f o r  
t h e  d i s a b l e d .  S h e i l a  saw t h i s ,  and c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  in  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  as  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s ,  t h a t  a lo ng  with  
a c h ie v in g  h e r  p e r s o n a l  g o a l s ,  she I n t e n d s  t o  p la y  an 
a c t i v e  p a r t .

S ince  our  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ,  S h e i l a  a t t e n d e d  t h e  1993 
Medical H e a l th  c o n fe re n c e  h e ld  i n  C a lg a ry ,  A lb e r t a .  While 
t h e r e  she v i s i t e d  t h e  A l b e r t a  School f o r  t h e  Deaf.  She was 
im pressed  by t h e  p rograms,  a m e n i t i e s ,  and f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
sc h o o l .  S h e i l a  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  School f o r  t h e  
Deaf in  Amherst i s  o ld  f a s h io n e d  i n  compar ison ,  and could  
b e n e f i t  by a d o p t in g  some o f  t h e  more e n l i g h t e n e d  a t t i t u d e s  
and id e a s  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c e d  a t  t h e  A l b e r t a  sc h o o l .

S h e i l a  p l a n s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and 
c o n c u r r i n g  i n s i g h t s  w i th  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and c o u n se lo r s  
i n  Amhers t .  She hopes t o  encourage  some p o s i t i v e  changes in  
f u t u r e  developments  and programs a t  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  s c h o o l .
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Alexander  and Martha J u l i e n

Alexander  and Martha a r e  Sandy J o e ' s  g r a n d p a r e n t s .
The s e n i o r  Sandy a r r i v e d  a f t e r  we s t a r t e d  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  
j o i n i n g  us f o r  only t h e  l a s t  few m in u te s .  However, we 
co n t in u ed  our  t a l k ,  l a t e r ,  out  on t h e  back po rch  where 
Sandy Sr .  r e l a t e d  a few h i s  o v e rs e a s  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r in g  
th e  Second World War. One remembrance was conveyed w i th  a 
sense  of  humour and an a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t r u e  i r o n y .

Sandy r e c a l l e d  t h a t  b e fo r e  embarking f o r  t h e  European 
F ront  t h e  t r o o p s  were g a th e r e d  and asked  t o  p ro v id e  a 
s t a t e m e n t  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  th e  p u rp o se s  o f  some o f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d .  Alexander  exchanged sm i le s  with  a f r i e n d  s t a n d i n g  
w ith  him i n  th e  r a n k s .  What were th e y  t o  do, now? They 
were no t  c i t i z e n s ,  Canada had on ly  e n f r a n c h i s e d  and 
ex tended  c i t i z e n s h i p  t o  s p e c i f i c  a b o r i g i n a l  I n d i v i d u a l s ,  
and A lexander  and h i s  f r i e n d  w e r e n ' t  among t h o s e  p e o p le .  
They went , anyhow.

In d o o rs ,  Martha was n u r s in g  an i n j u r e d  l e g ,  b u t  
conducted  t h e  s e s s io n  w i th  grace  and w i t  from t h e  l i v i n g  
room couch.  Sandy Joe  to o k  no tes  and th e  r e s e a r c h e r  
en joyed t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

Martha and Sandy had bo th  a t t e n d e d  schoo l  a s  c h i l d r e n .  
The e x t e n t  o r  d u r a t i o n  w a s n ' t  ment ioned,  b u t  t h e i r  formal 
e d u c a t io n  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g ive  them t h e  s k i l l s  of 
r e a d in g ,  w r i t i n g  and number work t h a t  formed t h e  b a s i s  of  
t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g  non-formal  e d u c a t io n .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  had gone to  sc h o o l .  Both p a r e n t s  l a t e r  a c h ie v e d  
l i t e r a c y  w i th  th e  h e lp  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

Non-formal e d u c a t io n ,  though t h e  word was n o t  used  in  
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  our t a l k ,  was, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  we 
were d i s c u s s i n g .  "Learn ing  by doing" i s  t h e  b e s t '  term t o  
d e s c r i b e  what Martha r e l a t e d  t o  u s ,  and one must  "do" i f  
one i s  t o  " l e a r n . "  M a r th a ' s  involvement  i n  s e c u r i n g  r i g h t s  
f o r  F i r s t  N a t ions  women, h e r  work b r i n g i n g  m edica l  s e r v i c e s  
t o  M i l lb ro o k ,  and h e r  i n i t i a t i n g  and c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  f o r  
t h e  annual  p i lg r im a g e  to  S a in t  Anne de Beau P re  may be 
c l a s s i f i e d  as " c o n t in u in g  e d u c a t io n "  i n  t h e  P ro c e s s  School 
of  L e a rn in g .

Sandy Jo e  u n d e r l i n e d  t h a t  h i s  g randm other  th o u g h t  t h a t  
e d u c a t io n  has more t o  do w i th  how we a r e  b ro u g h t  up th a n  
what comes from th e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e i r  h i r e d  s t a f f .  
Youth i s  t h e  f u t u r e ,  and s u p p o r t  from t h e  younger  
g e n e r a t i o n  i s  im p or tan t  t o  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .  F u r th e rm o re ,  
e d u c a t io n  i s  needed f o r  jo b s ,  and t h e  key t o  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
community and fam ily  invo lvem ent .
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Alexander and Martha Julien (continued)

The i n t e r v i e w e r  was im pressed  by M a r t h a ' s  d i r e c t  fo cu s ,  
She s a i d  what she b e l i e v e d  by r e l a t i n g  r e a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  
m a t t e r e d ,  and in  which she had t a k e n  an i n i t i a l  and 
i n t e g r a l  r o l e .  T h is  s a i d ,  in  s h o r t ,  "You show what you 
t h i n k  i s  im p o r ta n t  by your  i n t e r e s t s  and acco m p l ishm en ts ."  
People  must  be w i l l i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ,  p e r r - i s t ,  and 
p e r s e v e r e .  You must  be d e d i c a t e d ,  and when t h e  
i n t e r v i e w e r  o f f e r e d  " s tu b b o r n " ,  i t  was n o t  d e n ie d .
Martha a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  f a i l u r e  shou ld  be c o n s id e re d  
a n a t u r a l  even t  on t h e  way to  s u c c e s s f u l  ach iev em en ts .  
P e r s e v e r a n c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  we see  a f a i l u r e  as  a p a r t ,  no t  
as  an end.

There a r e  ups and downs, and one o f  th e  so u rc e s  of  
s t r e n g t h  Martha en joy s  i s  p o e t r y .  She showed me two 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l  poems t h a t  she had c o l l e c t e d .  Both, were 
w el l  c r a f t e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  on t h e  power of  p e r c e i v i n g  th e  
p o s i t i v e .  On our  r e t u r n ,  Martha added t h a t  young people  
shou ld  be su re  t o  t a k e  advan tage  o f  a l l  t h e  e d u c a t io n  th ey  
can g e t ,  and work h a rd  a t  i t .  A lso ,  keep Mi'kmaq language 
and c u l t u r e  in  e d u c a t i o n .  I t ' s  good f o r  t h e  community.
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Ger.evieve J u l i e n

Genevieve i s  en a r t i s a n ;  and l i k e  t h e  c r a f t s  she 
d e s ig n s  and c r e a t e s  o r  t h e  s k i l l s  she endows t o  o t h e r s ,  
our  i n t e r v i e w  with  Genevieve was s t i t c h e d  and d e t a i l e d  by 
an a r t f u l  sp e ak e r .  Born i n  S t .  S t e p h e n ' s ,  New Brunswick, 
G e n e v ie v e 's  fam ily  moved t o  Shubenacad ie ,  Nova S c o t i a ,  
when she was c h i l d .  Her mother  had a t t e n d e d  t h e  In d ia n  Day 
School i n  M i l lb ro o k ,  G e n e v ie v e ' s  f i r s t  school  was a l s o  a 
one room sc h o o l .  I t  was "up t h e  h i l l  from Brown F l a t s "  and 
he r  t e a c h e r  was E l s i e  C h ar ie s -B asque ,N ova  S c o t i a ' s  f i r s t  
Mi'kmaq school  t e a c h e r .  E l s i e  was from S a u l n i e r v i l l e  and 
had a t t e n d e d  Normal C o l le g e  in  T ru ro .

E l s i e  boarded  w i th  G e n e v ie v e 's  g randm other ,  and 
Genevieve r e c a l l e d  how t h e  young t e a c h e r  would walk t h e  
m i le  o r  so up th e  h i l l  t o  school  amid a d a i l y  c l u s t e r  of  
s i x  or  seven  c h i l d r e n .  Only benches  were t h e r e  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  a r r i v a l s .  The I n d i a n  Agent had n e g l e c t e d  t o  o r d e r  
d e sk s .  One g l im pse  o f  t h e  days p a s t  had G e n e v ie v e ' s  
l i t t l e  b r o t h e r  s h e l t e r e d  b e n e a th  E l s i e ' s  long  s k i r t s  a s  
t h e  f r i g i d  f l o c k  t r u d g e d  th ro u g h  s u b - z e r o  w i n t e r  winds on 
th e  t r e k  t o  sc h o o l .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Genevieve  l i k e d  sc h o o l ,  
and a r e u n i o n  o f  h e r  schoo lm ates  and t h e i r  f i r s t  t e a c h e r  
i s  be in g  p lanned .

When Genevieve was s i x t e e n  she  m a r r i e d  Edward, a 
v e t e r a n  o f  th e  Canadian Armed f o r c e s .  They began a f am i ly ,  
t h e n  in  1955, Edward d i e d .  Genevieve was 24 y e a r s  o ld  
w i th  f i v e  c h i l d r e n .  She was a d v i s e d  by o f f i c i a l s ,  and by 
some of  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  t o  p u t  h e r  k i d s  i n t o  " E e s i " ,  t h e  
In d ia n  R e s i d e n t i a l  Schoo l .  The k i d s  would be t a k e n  c a r e  o f  
and she would be f r e e  t o  g e t  h e r  l i f e  back  t o g e t h e r .  But 
Genevieve s a i d ,  "My fa m i ly  i s  my l i f e , "  and would n o t  s i g n  
h e r  c h i l d r e n  over t o  t h e  School .  " T h e r e ' s  a  schoo l  on t h e  
R e s e rv e ,"  she t o l d  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  and h e r  c h i l d r e n  went t o  
t h a t  s c h o o l .

L a t e r  she moved h e r  f am i ly  b e c a u se ,  "I  wanted  my k id s  
t o  grow up i n  M i l lb r o o k . "  She o b t a i n e d  t h e  f i f t y  
s i g n a t u r e s  t h a t  were r e q u i r e d  f o r  a c c e p t a n c e  on th e  
M i l lb ro o k  r e s e r v e ,  and l i v e d  in  H i ld e n  w h i l e  she  w a i te d  
f o r  a house  t o  be b u i l t  f o r  h e r  f a m i ly .  Her c h i l d r e n  
walked t o  M i l lb ro o k  from H i ld en  t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l .
Gen iv ieve  s o l d  h e r  c a r  and used t h e  money t o  pay  f o r  a 
c o u rse  i n  H a i r d r e s s i n g ,  t h e n  s e t  up a  H a i r  Care  and Beauty  
b u s i n e s s  i n  h e r  M i l lb ro o k  home.
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Genevieve Julien (continued)

Genevieve c r e d i t s  h e r  p a r e n t s  w i th  h e r  love  of  fam ily  
and f o r  h e r  t a l e n t s  a s  a  s e l f - e m p lo y e d  b u s i n e s s  pe rso n .
She came from a happy home. Her p a r e n t s  had o p e ra te d  a 
small  s t o r e ,  and had d e m o n s t r a te d  f u r t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  in  
t h e  making o f  b a s k e t s  and axe h a n d le s .  She t o l d  us t h a t  
t h e  camping t r i p s  h e r  f a m i ly  had t a k e n  when she was a g i r l  
a r e  some o f  he r  f o n d e s t  memories. She never  r e m a r r i e d ,  
and d o e s n ' t  r e g r e t  i t .  She has tw en ty  grand  c h i l d r e n .

Back i n  1969, when Genevieve was 41, she widened he r  
range  and drew from t h e  s k i l l s  o f  h e r  p a r e n t s .  She began 
t o  do l e a t h e r  work. Today, h e r  l e a t h e r  c r a f t  Is  renowned 
and in  more demand th a n  she  i s  a b le  t o  s a t i s f y ,  She wants 
t o  p ass  h e r  s k i l l s  a lo n g  and has t a u g h t  l e a t h e r  c r a f t  
t h r o u g h o u t  Nova S c o t i a .  T r a v e l l i n g  t o  Cole Harbour , 
M idd le ton ,  Bear R iv e r ,  and Sheet  Harbour, h e r  next  s t o p  i s  
Membertou where she w i l l  t e a c h  t e n  s t u d e n t s ,  s e l e c t e d  from 
se v en ty - tw o  a p p l i c a n t s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  Mi'kmaq c r a f t s ,

G e n e v i e v e ' s  work h e l p s  peop le  f i n d  t a l e n t s  they  have 
y e t  to  sea  i n  th e m se lv e s ,  and p r i d e  th e y  have y e t  t o  f e e l  
i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  do something  t h a t  comes o u t  looking 
good. The t r a d i t i o n s  t h a t  pass  a lo n g  w i th  t h e  s k i l l s  t h a t  
Genevieve t e a c h e s  make t h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  more 
v a l u a b l e  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a s k i l l .  Genevieve 
t e a c h e s  a  v a l u a b l e  l e s s o n  i n  b u s i n e s s  acumen when she 
a d v i s e s  h e r  p u p i l s ,  " E e l l  A-one, q u a l i t y  work to  j u s t  one 
p e rso n  and you w i l l  be b u s y . "  But you a l s o  need to  know a 
few t r i c k s  o f  t h e  t r a d e ,  l i k e  when to  peel  b i r c h  bark ,  
where t o  buy l e a t h e r  and which t o  use  f o r  what, th e  months 
when q u i l l s  a r e  t h e  l o n g e s t ,  and a l i s t  of  t h e s e  a l i f e t i m e  
long.

A s t a t e m e n t  o f t e n  h e a r d  in  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  t e a c h in g  
and l e a r n i n g  s t y l e  o f  Mi'kmaq peop le  i s  t h a t ,  "We l e a r n  
th ro u g h  exam ple ."  An e x c e l l e n t  example o f  t h i s  fo l low ed  a 
r e q u e s t  from Canada Manpower t h a t  r e q u i r e d  a d e s c r i p t i o n  
o f  t h e  k in d  of work Genevieve was do ing .  To which Genevieve 
r e p l i e d ,  "Come and see  my M ocass ins ."

On our  fo l lo w -u p  v i s i t  t o  G e n e v ie v e ' s ,  a lo n g  with  
a q u i r i n g  h e r  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  we i n q u i r e d  a bou t  t h e  school 
r e u n io n .  Genevieve a s s u r e d ,  "We had a l o v e l y  r e u n io n .
There were se v e n te e n  o f  u s ,  and E l s i e  had a  g r e a t  t im e . "
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J i l e e n  J u l i e n

At t h e  t ime of  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w ,  J i l e e n  worked as  a 
T e a c h e r ' s  Aide a t  S t .  M ary 's  E lem en ta ry  schoo l  in  T ru ro .  
She was in v o lv e d  a t  t h e  g rad e s  4, 5, and 6 l e v e l  from 
1992 t o  1994. She worked, as w e l l ,  w i th  a f t e r - s c h o o l  
e lem e n ta ry  programs a t  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  E d u c a t io n a l  C e n t r e .

J i l e e n  had been e n r o l l e d  in  h ig h  school  academic 
c l a s s e s ,  b u t  moving a round ,  lo o k in g  f o r  work, 
a d o le s c e n c e ,  and p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to o k  to o  much 
o f  h e r  t im e  and a t t e n t i o n  away from s c h o o l .  However, she 
i n te n d s  t o  g e t  back t o  i t .

As a T e a c h e r ' s  Aide,  h e r  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  w i th  young 
l e a r n e r s  gave he r  a c l o s e  ang led  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  community 
e d u c a t io n .  From t h e  p o i n t  of view o f  a  fo rm er  member o f  a  
school s t a f f ,  she c o n t i n u e s  t o  emphasize  t h e  im por tance  
of  good working r e l a t i o n s ;  and from t h e  p o i n t  of  view of 
one who works w i th  c h i l d r e n ,  she s t r e s s e s  empathy w i th  
th e  c h i l d r e n  - a l l  c h i l d r e n ,  n a t i v e  and n o n - n a t i v e .  And 
she b e l i e v e s  t h a t  T e a c h e r ' s  Aides sh o u ld  have more i n p u t  
r e g a r d in g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  e f f e c t i n g  Mi'Kmaq 
s t u d e n t s .  J i l e e n  encourages  more invo lvem en t  from 
p a r e n t s ,  and hopes f o r  changes  i n  t h e  school  p o p u l a t i o n  
and b u i l d i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  b e n e f i t  a l l  o f  S t .  
Mary 's  c h i l d r e n .  One ongoing  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i s  an example 
o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  invo lvem ent  and p r o g r e s s  in  t h e  community 
i s  th e  Study C la s s .

S ince  o u r  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ,  and t h e  l a p s e  o f  a schoo l  
y e a r ,  J i l e e n  says some change i s  o c c u r r i n g .  More t e a c h e r s  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  more Mi'kmaq t o p i c s  in  t h e  
c la s s ro o m .  The changes a r e  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  b u t  s t i l l  
t h e r e ' s  more to  do. There a r e  t h e  ups ,  t h e r e  a r e  some 
downs. A few t e a c h e r ' s  c o n t in u e  t o  do what t h e y  have 
always done .  Change i s  n o t  a p a r t  of  t h e i r  r e p e r t o i r e .  
And r a c i a l  a n im o s i ty  i s  s t i l l  a problem t h a t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
r e a r s  i t s  u g ly  head.  N o n e th e le s s ,  t h e  y e a r  was 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by p r o g r e s s  i n v o lv i n g  Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  schoo l  system.
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K e i th  and T heresa  J u l i a n

K e i th  and T heresa  a r e  Sandy J o e ' s  p a r e n t s  and f r i e n d s  
of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r .  The in t e r v i e w  was In fo rm a l ,  b u t  our 
t o p i c s  were n o t .  Both K e i th  and Theresa  have t e a c h i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e .  K e i t h ' s  ongoing  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  w i th  h i s  
b u s i n e s s e s :  a g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n  and conven ience  s t o r e ,  
c u s t o m - p r i n t e d  c l o t h i n g ,  and s k a t e  s h a rp e n in g .  Theresa  
works in  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n  and gu idance ,  as  an a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
c o u n s e lo r  and sp o k e sp e rso n  f o r  t h e  L i t e r a c y  S e c t io n ,  
E x te n s io n  S e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n ,  Nova S c o t i a  Department of  
E d u ca t io n .  Theresa  deve loped  and P i l o t e d  th e  r e s o u r c e  
g u id e ,  Mi'kmaq P a s t  and P r e s e n t ,  f o r  which t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  
and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  In  t h e  e d u c a t io n  p r o f e s s i o n  owe our 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  and g r a t i t u d e .  However, bo th  T heresa  and K e i th  
r e g a r d  p a r e n t i n g  as  t h e i r  p r imary  o c c u p a t io n .  Our 
c o n v e r s a t i o n  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and i n s i g h t s  o f  
t e a c h e r ,  p a r e n t ,  and e n t r e p r e n e u r .

T heresa  g o t  r i g h t  down t o  b u s i n e s s .  "I  e xp ec t  
e d u c a t i o n  t o  p ro v id e  my c h i l d r e n  w i th  s k i l l s  t h a t  w i l l  
h e lp  them s o l v e  p rob lem s .  I d o n ' t  exp ec t ,  o r  want them t o  
e x p e c t ,  e d u c a t i o n  t o  s o lv e  problems f o r  them ."  T heresa  i s  
concerned  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  and school  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  lower 
t h e  s t a n d a r d s  and t h e i r  own e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  academic 
pe rfo rm ance  o f  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s .  This  w i l l  n o t  enhance 
t h e  l e a r n e r ’s s e l f - a p p r a i s a l ,  and s e r v e s  on ly  t o  lower t h e  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h a t  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  have f o r  th em se lv e s .  
T eachers  (and  p a r e n t s )  a r e ,  in  T h e r e s a ' s  e s t i m a t i o n ,  
" n e g l e c t i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  as  a d u l t s  i f  they  do 
n o t  demand t h e  b e s t  pe rform ance  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  To do 
l e s s  i s  t o  d e p r i v e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t r y . "

Our d i s c u s s i o n  moved toward  a common ground sha red  by 
t h e  o v e r - t h i r t y  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  s e s s i o n  -  a 
r e c a l l i n g  o f  th e  h a r s h  demands t h a t  were e n co un te red  by 
c h i l d r e n  i n  p a r o c h i a l  s c h o o l s .  The infamous nuns,  a c c e p t  
f o r  a  n e u r o t i c  m in o r i t y ,  were as ha rd  o r  h a r d e r  on 
th em se lv e s  as th e y  were on t h e  s t u d e n t s .  They d e m o n s t ra ted  
a d e g ree  o f  s a c r i f i c e  and p ro v id e d  a s c a l e  f o r  th e  measure 
o f  our own commitment. T h is  led  i n t o  a r e m in is c e n c e  o f  
s t u d e n t  and s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  d ays ,  and a s o c i a l  c o n te x t  
t h a t  was a  g r e a t  gab, b u t  evaded t h e  n o te  pad.
C o n v e r s a t i o n s  w ith  c l o s e  a c q u a in t a n c e s  t e n d  to  wander.
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A y e a r  p a s se d  b e f o r e  we r e - g a t h e r e d  f o r  t h e  purposes  
begun above,  and a f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e  t r a n s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  
I n t e rv ie w ,  Theresa  and K e i th  added t o ,  and r e i n f o r c e d  
t h e i r  p r e v i o u s  comments.

T heresa  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t s  sh o u ld  re -exam in e  
t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r e n t i n g  p r a c t i c e s .
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  t o  become v i c t i m s  
o f  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  co n ce p ts  and b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g .  Misuse o c c u r s  where s h o r t c u t t i n g  i s  
m is tak en  f o r ,  o r  r a t i o n a l i z e d  as a t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .

K e i th  e x p la in e d  t h a t  what , "would have been  okay y e a r s  
ago when t h e  communities were s m a l l e r  and more i s o l a t e d ,  
i s n ' t  t h e  same, to d a y .  Even f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago a s t r a n g e  
c a r  would have been  n o t i c e d  a round h e re :  n o t  anymore."  
Changes Imposed by s o c i a l  f o r c e s  w i th o u t  and w i t h i n  t h e  
community r e q u i r e  t h a t  f a m i l i e s  a d j u s t  and f i n d  ways t o  
m a in ta in  Mi'kmaq fam i ly  v a lu e s  i n  t h e  m id s t  o f  s o c i a l  
c h ang e .

K e i th  and T heresa  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  encouragement  and 
s u p p o r t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a p a r t  o f  what p a r e n t s  shou ld  be 
do in g .  K e i th  added t h a t  e d u c a t io n  t h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t  and 
a l lo w s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  e f f e c t i v e  e d u c a t i o n .  T heresa  
concluded  our  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  t h e  f o l lo w in g  a s se s s m e n t .
"The v a lu e s  and p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  v e ry  c o re  o f  what i t  i s  t o  
be Mi'kmaq, our g e n e r a t i o n  was gu ided  by a r e  so b e a u t i f u l  
and m ea n in g fu l ,  we have t o  go back and r e -e x am in e  them, 
f i n d  them, and g u ide  ou r  own c h i l d r e n  by them ."
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D ar lene  i s  a young mother  w i th  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  two i n  
s c h o o l ,  She t o l d  us ,  s t r a ig h t w a y ,  t h a t  e v e ry  c h i l d  i s  
d i f f e r e n t .  One o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  l i k e s  s c h o o l ,  t h e  o t h e r  
d o e s n ' t .  As might be ex p ec te d ,  t h e  c h i l d  who i s  h a p p ie r  
w i th  schoo l  i s  doing w e l l ,  and t h e  c h i l d  who i s  n o t  i s
o f t e n  i n  t r o u b l e  and makes low marks.

A b i g  problem f o r  k i d s  i s  w he ther  o r  n o t  t h e y  have a 
sense  o f  be in g  a c c e p te d  a t  school  by o t h e r  k i d s  and 
t e a c h e r s .  The t e a c h e r s  who do e x t r a  f o r  k i d s  when th e y  
need i t  mean a l o t .  D ar lene  t o l d  us t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  who 
i s  do ing  well  i n  school  r e c e i v e d  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  from 
h e r  g ra d e  t h r e e  t e a c h e r ,  j u s t  wh^n she needed i t ,  The 
t e a c h e r  was a b l a c k  woman, and D ar lene  f e l t  t h a t  he r  
p e r s p e c t i v e  may have g iv e n  h e r  i n s i g h t s  a b o u t  th e  
problems faced  by an a b o r i g i n a l  c h i l d  in  th e  p u b l i c
school  sys tem .  D ar lene  i s  su re  t h a t  th e  i n f l u e n c e  of
t h a t  t e a c h e r  has much t o  do w i th  h e r  c h i l d ' s  en thu s ia sm  
f o r  s c h o o l ,  tod ay .

C h i l d r e n  need t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  be lo n g ,  b u t  in  l a r g e  
c l a s s e s  w i th  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  seem t o  be t r y i n g  t o  f o r c e  
l e a r n i n g  i n t o  th e  names on t h e i r  c l a s s  l i s t s ,  an 
i n t r o v e r t e d  o r  s o c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  y o u n g s te r  w i l l  become 
l o s t .  When t h e  l o s t  c ry  ou t  o r  " a c t  out"  f o r  a t t e n t i o n ,  
th e y  may be s i n g l e d  o u t  a n d /o r  e x p e l l e d  from th e  g roup .  
I n c r e a s e d  r e s p e c t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and 
s e n s i t i v i t y  in  h e l p i n g  k i d s  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  school  s o c i e t y  
a r e  im p o r t a n t  conce rns  f o r  t h e  system to  a d d r e s s .

Sandy Joe added to  t h e  above t h a t  county  sch o o ls  were 
seen  a s  more r e c e p t i v e  t o  peop le  who want t o  l e a r n ,  
whereas ,  c i t y  sc h o o ls  a r e  more l i k e  s o c i a l  m ee t ing  p l a c e s  
where t h e r e  a r e  fewer  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,

On o u r  r e t u r n  we l e a r n e d  t h a t  s i n c e  o u r  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  
D a r l e n e ' s  o l d e s t  boy has moved from a Grade 7 program t o  
a Grade 9 l e v e l  I . I . P .  program. Going i n t o  th e  
I n t e r m e d i a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program has been a good move f o r  
him. His a t t i t u d e ,  a t t e n d a n c e , . p e r f o r m a n c e ,  and 
e v a l u a t i o n s  have a l l  improved s t e a d i l y  over  t h e  l a s t  y e a r ,  
He w i l l  c o n t in u e  t h e  program, n e x t  y e a r ,  t h e n  p lan s  to  
move t o  a  Grade 10 Genera l  program a t  t h a t  t im e .
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R ichard  and Amy Mousseau

The Mousseau 's  came t o  M i l lb ro o k ,  from Ottawa, a bou t  
e i g h t  y e a r s  ago.  They a r e  an a c t i v e ,  in formed,  and 
a r t i c u l a t e  f am i ly .  Amy i s  c o m p le t in g  a d ip lom a in  
I n t e r m e d i a t e  E d u ca t io n  a t  th e  Nova S c o t i a  T e a c h e r ' s  
C o l le g e .  Her f a t h e r ,  R ich a rd ,  h a s  been in v o lv e d  i n  
u p g ra d in g ,  and h e r  m other ,  B lanche ,  was a s u c c e s s f u l  
p a r t i c i p a n t  in  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  c o l l e g e  Access Program a s  
wel l  a s  p r e v io u s  u p g r a d in g .  Blanche would l i k e  t o  a t t e n d  
S a i n t  F r a n c i s  X a v ia r  U n i v e r s i t y .  She had n o t  been p r e s e n t  
f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w ;  so t h e  v e r i f i e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  
h e re ,  a r e  th o se  o f  R ic h a rd  and Amy.

Our open t o p i c ,  e d u c a t io n ,  was an a r e a  i n t o  which t h e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  f r e e l y  f lowed.  The s t a r t i n g  p o i n t ,  c o n c i s e l y  
p u t ,  was t h a t  f o r  A f f i r m a t iv e  A c t io n  t h e r e  i s  " too much 
t a l k  and n o t  enough a c t i o n . "  The mandate o f  t h e  program 
i s  m isu n d e rs to o d ,  and a s t igm a  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t s  
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  The i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  program a r e  n o t  
c l e a r l y  e x p la in e d ;  nor  a r e  th e  i n te n d e d  outcomes b e in g  
f u l l y  r e a l i z e d  by t h e  m i n o r i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  supposed t o  be 
th e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  A f f i r m a t i v e  A c t io n .

On t h e  t o p i c  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t io n  t h e  bot tom l i n e  i s  
how much va lue  do p e o p le  p l a c e  on e d u c a t i o n .  Peop le  who 
a r e  keen  t o  g e t  an e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  f i n d  a  way. Those who 
a r e  n o t  keen  w i l l  n o t  re sp o n d  t o  i n i t i a t i v e s  o r  make 
p ro p e r  u se  o f  i n c e n t i v e s  because  t h e r e  i s  no r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e .

R ic h a r d  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  GED i s  a good id e a ,  and a 
w o r th w h i le  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  i t  sh o u ld  n o t  be th o u g h t  o f  a s  
a way t o  d rop  schoo l  and s t i l l  g e t  a h ig h  s i h o o l  d ip lom a .  
High schoo l  m a t r i c u l a t i o n  and a GED a r e  n o t  t h e  same; as  
anyone a p p ly in g  t o  a  v o c a t i o n a l  schoo l  and hav in g  t o  
upgrade  t h e i r  GED by t a k i n g  h ig h  school  c o u r s e s  w i l l  
r e a d i l y  t e l l  you. A f u r t h e r  m isuse  o f  t h e  GED occu rs  when 
th e  S o c i a l  System s e t s  up a program and r e c r u i t s  p e op le  
i n t o  g e t t i n g  a GED, and t h e  d ip lom a  goes nowhere, T h e r e ' s  
no f o l lo w - u p .  I t  may be good f o r  s e l f - e s t e e m  in  t h e  s h o r t  
ru n ;  b u t  i f  t h e  d ip lom a  i s  n o t  wor th  something  in  t h e  work 
world ,  o r  as  m eaningfu l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  i t  
may, i n  t h e  long r u n ,  be more p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d e b i l i t a t i n g  
t h a n  n e t  hav ing  h ig h  school  e q u iv a le n c y .

Amy b e l i e v e s  t h a t  schoo l  w i l l  n o t  be v a lu e d  i f  i t  p i t s  
i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a lu e s  of  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
f am i ly  v a l u e s .  E d u c a to r s  a r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e ly  informed o r  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  th e  v a l u e s  Mi'kmaq l e a r n e r s  
b r i n g  t o  s c h o o l .  In  many ways, "E du ca t io n  has  t a k e n  more 
t h a n  i t  has  g i v e n . " R e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l s  have broken up 
f a m i l i e s ;  e d u c a t io n  has  t a k e n  c u l t u r e  away from F i r s t  
N a t io ns  p e o p le .



u ê

Richard and Amy Mousseau (continued)

E d u ca t io n  se rved  t o  undermine t h e  h e r i t a g e  of  F i r s t  
N a t ions  p e o p le .  F u r th e rm ore ,  t h e  sc h o o ls  d i d  n o t  c o u n t e r  
w i th  v i a b l e  i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  a b o r i g i n a l  c h i l d r e n ,  nor  were 
e f f e c t i v e  methods o f  making school  a  p r o d u c t i v e ,  
h o s p i t a b l e  environment f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
N a t ions  implemented.

R ich a rd  commented t h a t  as  a  y o u n g s t e r  he had been 
i n t i m i d a t e d  by e d u c a t i o n .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  he was o l d e r ,  
aware o f  t h e  economic a d v a n ta g e s ,  and m o t iv a te d  by t h e  
a c q u i r e d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  an a d u l t ,  d i d  he r e t u r n  t o  fo rm al  
e d u c a t i o n .  The i n t e r l o c k i n g  p i e c e s  t h a t  come t o g e t h e r  t o  
make t h i s  work a r e  a r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t io n ,  
t h e  t im e  t o  work a t  i t ,  and t h e  money t o  h a n d le  your needs  
a lo n g  t h e  way.

The key t h a t  lock s  o r  u n locks  t h e  p i e c e s  i s  th e  
a d m i n i s t e r i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n ;  how i t  i s  s e t  up,  t a u g h t ,  and 
fo l low ed  th ro u g h .  C e r t a i n l y ,  q u a l i f i e d  t e a c h e r s  who a r e  
informed and s e n s i t i v e  t o  th e  needs  o f  l e a r n e r s  i s  a  pr ime 
i n g r e d i e n t .  The M ou sseau 's t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  sh o u ld  
s t a r t ,  "from S t .  M ary 's  ( t h e  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l )  and u p . "  
Amy con te n d s  t h a t  more Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  would b e n e f i t  t h e  
system; and r o l e  models t h a t  a r e  examples o f  t h e  good 
a s p e c t s  o f  g e t t i n g  a  good e d u c a t i o n  a r e  needed in  
c l a s s r o o m s .

Whether th e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  th e  
Mi'kmaq community does n o t  m a t t e r  a s  much a s  w he ther  t h e  
p e o p le  who o p e ra t e  t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  q u a l i f i e d ,  well  
informed e d u c a to r s  who a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  i n d iv i d u a l  
needs o f  c h i l d r e n  and r e s p e c t f u l  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e s  t h e y  
b r i n g  w i th  them t o  s c h o o l .  And, a s  Sandy Joe  has no ted  
as  b e in g  c o n t r i b u t e d  by b o th  Amy and R ic h a rd ,  "You have t o  
p r a c t i c e  what you t e a c h . "
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Alan  S y l ib o y

Alan, Sandy, and t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  g a th e r e d  i n  t h e  d i n i n g  
a r e a  a d j o i n i n g  A l a n ' s  k i t c h e n  and co nversed  o v e r  c o f f e e .  
Alan e x p la in e d  t h a t  h i s  t im e  was l i m i t e d  due to  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  he had t o  make f o r  a b u s in e s s  t r i p  to  Ja p a n .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Alan i s  a  t h o u g h t f u l  h o s t ,  and ou r  b r i e f  
d i s c u s s i o n  was i n s i g h t f u l  and in f o r m a t i v e .

Alan i s  an a r t i s t  whose d raw ings ,  p r i n t s ,  and 
p a i n t i n g s  have g a in e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  His a r t  
r e f l e c t s  a deep a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq t r a d i t i o n s  and 
N a t ive  s p i r i t u a l i t y .  He has a f l a i r  f o r  b u s i n e s s ,  as 
w e l l ;  and he has t r a n s f e r r e d  a  number o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n s  
onto  c l o t h i n g .  The r e p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
p r o c e s s e s  f o r  Red Crane E n t e r p r i s e s  has made Alan one o f  
M i l l b r o o k ' s  main em ployers .  He has t h e  nickname, "B oss ."  
He speaks  s o f t l y  and c h o ses  h i s  words.

He i s  a l s o  a  Dad. He has  t h r e e  young c h i l d r e n ,  and 
f a th e r h o o d  i s  a pr ime c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o r  Alan.  Two of h i s  
c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l .  Alan b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n ' s  e d u c a t io n  w i l l  depend on t h e  
k in d  o f  t e a c h e r  t h e y  h ave .  A t e a c h e r  who l i k e s  c h i l d r e n  
and a c t i v e l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  and ach ievem en ts  can  
d e te rm in e  a c h i l d ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  s c h o o l ,

Alan spoke h i g h ly  o f  h i s  s o n ' s  grade  t h r e e  t e a c h e r ,  
who saw what h i s  boy needed and was t h e r e  t o  g iv e  i t ,  She 
d e m o n s t r a te d  c o n s i s t e n c y  and d eve loped  a  r o u t i n e  t h a t  
h e lp e d  A l a n ' s  son f i n d  a sys tem  t h a t  w o rk e d - fo r  him. Her 
focus  was on k i d s ;  what t h e y  needed t o  g e t  i t  t o g e t h e r  and 
g e t  some s a t i s f a c t i o n  from a schoo l  day .

Alan d i d n ' t  g e t  much s a t i s f a c t i o n  from h i s  own school  
days e x p e r i e n c e .  He r e l a t e d ,  "E lementary  sch o o l  was bad 
news, and what I f e l t  i n  j u n i o r  h ig h  was b i t t e r . "  He 
th o u g h t  o f  h im s e l f  a s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o t h e r  k i d s .  
T eachers  d i d n ' t  p r o v id e  encouragem ent .  He was deemed 
"slow" by school  a u t h o r i t i e s .  He dropped o u t  b e f o r e  he 
g o t  t o  h ig h  sc h o o l .  There  was a  t im e  o f  a i m l e s s n e s s ,  t h e n  
an i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  N a t iv e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  d u r i n g  which h i s  
t a l e n t s  began to  s u r f a c e .  A w or th w h i le  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  Alan 
b e g in s  h e r e .
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Alan S y l l l b o y  ( c o n t in u e d )

Whatever r e g r e t  Alan might  h a rb o u r  f o r  h i s  own 
e x p e r i e n c e s  in  schoo l ,  d o e s n ’t  show i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  to  
h e lp  h i s  c h i l d r e n  w i th  t h e i r  jo u rn ey  th ro u g h  t h e  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t io n  sys tem .  He keeps  up w i th  what  h i s  k i d s  do a t  
s choo l ,  communicates w i th  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  and N a t iv e  
t e a c h e r  a i d e s ,  h e lp s  w i th  t h e i r  homework, and recommends 
t h a t  p a r e n t s  become in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e  sc h o o l .

Reading i s  b ig  a t  t h e  S y l ib o y  home; t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  
more t h a n  any o t h e r ,  shapes  a k i d ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  school  
(and o u t ) ,  Alan r e a d s  t o ,  o r  w i th ,  h i s  c h i l d r e n  every  day.

When we r e t u r n e d ,  Alan added,  "I  d i d n ' t  have any 
su p p o r t  a t  home, no push t o  do a n y th in g  i n  sc h o o l .  A k id  
i s  more l i k e l y  to  do b e t t e r  i f  t h e r e ' s  an emphasis  on 
e d u c a t io n  a t  home." And Alan i s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  th e  
Study C la s s e s  o f f e r e d  a t  t h e  M i l lb ro ok  E d u c a t io n  C e n t r e ,
He a p p r e c i a t e s  t h a t  in  s tu d y  c l a s s  t h e r e  i s  a  p e e r  group 
t h a t  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  Id ea  t h a t  school  work i s  okay. The 
school  o r  p a r e n t  i s n ' t  dom in a t in g  t h e  p r o c e s s  - o t h e r  k i d s  
a r e  t h e r e  working,  so t h e y  h e lp  each o t h e r .
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C a r r i e  Ann S y l l l b o y

At t h e  t im e o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ,  which to o k  p la c e  
in  th e  l i v i n g  room of  C a r r i e  Ann's  home, f o u r  o t h e r  young 
women, were p r e s e n t ,  and c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
Another t h r e e  were p r e s e n t  and c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f i n a l  
s e s s io n .  However, C a r r i e  Ann was p r e s e n t  and p r e s i d e d  a t  
bo th ,  and she  p ro v id ed  v e r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
document.

All t h e  young women, above,  e x ce p t  one, who had 
r e c e n t l y  become a mother ,  were e n r o l l e d  i n  schoo l  t h e  
p rev io u s  y e a r .  One o f  t h e  young p e op le  a t  t h e  f i r s t  
s e s s i o n  had dropped school  and had a baby s i n c e  t h e  f i r s t  
i n t e r v ie w  to o k  p l a c e .  Her p r e s e n t  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  school  and g ra d u a t e  t h i s  y e a r .  Another  young woman a t  
t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  i s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  complete  h e r  l a s t  y e a r  
of  h igh  s c h o o l .  The y ounges t  p e rso n  a t  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w  
r e t u r n s  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e  A l t e r n a t e  E d u ca t io n  Program she 
began l a s t  y e a r .  The young peop le  a t  t h e  second 
v i s i t a t i o n ,  e x cep t  C a r r i e  Ann, a t t e n d  s c h o o l .  C a r r i e  Ann 
g ra d u a te d  h ig h  school  i n  t h e  y e a r  between i n t e r v i e w s .  The 
i n t e r v i e w e r  was a c q u a in t e d  w i th  everyone,  above,  th r o u g h  
t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  Study C la s s e s ,  and t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  
s t a r t e d  up q u i c k l y  and f r e e l y .

Everybody c o n t r i b u t e d  something ,  b u t  a common theme 
a ro se  a ro u nd  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y ,  e x p r e s s i o n ,  and aw aren ess .  
The h igh  schoo l  had conduc ted  " C u l tu re  Day" d u r i n g  t h e  
p re v io u s  t e rm ,  and t h e  everybody a g re e d  t h a t  i t  was a  good 
day.  C a r r i e  Ann s a i d  t h a t ,  " I t  was c o o l . "  They th o u g h t  
t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e lp e d  t o  f i g h t  i g n o r a n c e .  They f e l t  a 
"b lockade"  e x i s t e d  between r a c e s ,  and t h a t  i t  was b u i l t  on 
ig n o ran c e ,  b u t  th ro u g h  e d u c a t io n  t h a t  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  " r e a l  
i s s u e s " ,  r a c i s m  and b i g o t r y  cou ld  be minimized .

All  o f  t h e  young p e o p le  e x p re s sed  an i n t e r e s t  i n  what 
th e y  saw a s  an emergence o f  t r a d i t i o n a l i s m .  They t h o u g h t  
h ig h ly  o f  a  Mi'Kmaq drum ensemble c a l l e d  "Free  S p i r i t " ,  
and had i n i t i a t e d  a drum group o f  t h e i r  own. They f e l t  
t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  school  system cou ld  be more a c t i v e l y  
invo lved  and s u p p o r t i v e  w i th  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  promoted 
c u l t u r a l  them es .  A c o u rs e  on th e  school  c u r r i c u lu m  
t e a c h i n g  Mi'kmaq h i s t o r y ,  customs, t r a d i t i o n ,  and 
language was su g g e s te d .  A d eb a te  a r o s e  ov e r  w h e th e r  
non-Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  be encouraged  t o  e n r o l l  i n  
t h e  c o u r s e ,  and w he ther  t h e  c o u rse  would be a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  Mi'Kmaq s t u d e n t s  i f  non-Mi'kmaq, t h e  dom inant  m a j o r i t y ,  
were t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  such a c o u r s e .  The q u e s t i o n  
remained unanswered .
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I t  was ag reed  t h a t  more Mi'kmaq and B lack  t e a c h e r s  a r t  
needed i n  t h e  p u b l i c  sys tem .  And i t  was, a l s o ,  agreed  
upon t h a t  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s t u d e n t s ,  w i l l  be 
t h e  prime movers o f  i n c r e a s i n g  c u l t u r a l  e q u i t i e s  in t h e i r  
s c h o o l s ;  and in  t u r n ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  s o c i e t y .

When C a r r i e  Ann v e r i f i e d  t h e  I n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w  she 
added t h a t  C u l tu r e  Day had been conduc ted ,  a g a in ,  t h i s  
y e a r .  She had, a l s o ,  by i n v i t a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  C u l tu r a l  
A l l i a n c e  Day a t  E a s t  Hants  High School .  She was impressed 
by t h e  scope  of  t h i s  annual  e v en t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  came 
from a l l  o v e r  th e  P r o v i n c e .  She t h i n k s  t h a t  Truro  would 
do wel l  t o  sponso r  a s i m i l a r  e v e n t .  C a r r i e  Ann p lan s  t o  
a t t e n d  a C u l t u r a l  Exchange Program in  H a l i f a x ,  t h i s  
O c to b er .  P r o v i n c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  e x p e c te d  t h e r e ,  as 
w e l l .  T o p ic s  w i l l  i n c l u d e :  h e a l t h  and w e l l - b e i n g ,  
employment and e d u c a t i o n ,  e x p r e s s io n  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  
C u l t u r a l  awareness  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  growing i n  scope,  
a t t e n d a n c e ,  and i n f l u e n c e -  and a re  s ig n s  o f  b e t t e r  
t h i n g s  t o  come.

Be fo re  c o n c lu d in g  our  i n t e r v i e w s ,  i t  was v o ic e d  t h a t  a 
school  i n  t h e  community would be a f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .
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Dale I s  a d i r e c t o r  and f a c i l i t a t o r  f o r  CLIF, a p r o j e c t  
t h a t  i s  a d d r e s s in g  t h e  need f o r  a s e r v i c e  t h a t  a s s i s t s  
people  who have become invo lved  or  e n t a n g le d  w i th  t h e  
lega l  system and l a c k  t h e  in fo rm a t io n ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and 
r e s o u r c e s  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  deal  w i th  t h e i r  p red ic am en t  
w i thou t  c o u n se l .  Dale e x p la in e d  t h a t  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  a r e  
th e  groups t h a t  no rm al ly  would r e q u i r e  t h e  most  a t t e n t i o n ,  
but  th e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  anyone in  need o f  
the adv ice  and counsel  exp er ien c ed  f a c i l i t a t o r s  cou ld  
p r o v i d e .

CLIF i s  th e  s h o r t  form f o r  Community Legal  I s s u e s  
F a c i l i t a t o r s .  Dale i s  a former p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  whose 
e x p e r ien c e  in  th e  f i e l d  prompted him t o  u rg e  f o r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an agency t h a t  cou ld  c o n ten d  w i th  t h e  
problems a r i s i n g  from f r e q u e n t  breakdowns in  
communications between t h e  l eg a l  sys tem and t h e  c i t i z e n s  
t h a t  become meshed i n  i t s  .machinations. Hence, CLIF.

In  t h e  t r u e  se n se .  Dale has come from law en fo rcem en t  
i n to  law e d u c a t io n .  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  sho r tcom ing  
r e g a rd in g  Nat ive  peop le  i s  an e r r o r  a t  t h e  most  b a s i c  
l e v e l ,  t h e  system m is inform s t h e  l e a r n e r s .  The European 
s l a n t  d e p i c t s  th e  a n c e s t o r s  of ind igenous  p e op le  as 
savages .  The unique  c u l t u r e s  o f  t h e  t e n  m i l l i o n  p e op le  
who i n h a b i t e d  th e  North  and South American c o n t i n e n t s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  European conques t  i s  ig n o re d  i n  f a v o r  of 
s i m p l i s t i c  a ccoun ts  t h a t  r e f l e c t  t h e  b i a s  o f  t h e  i n v a d e r .

The i n f o r m a t io n  c u r r e n t l y  in  use  in  t h e  school  sys tem 
needs c o r r e c t i o n  and amendment. An a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  
h e r i t a g e  o f  a peop le  whose c u l t u r e  i s  b u i l t  on a 
p h i lo so p hy  o f  k in d n e s s ,  g e n e r o s i t y ,  e q u a l i t y ,  and t h e  
s a n c t i t y  o f  l i f e  has to  r e p l a c e  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  I n d i a n s  
p r e s e n t e d  in  p u b l i c  school  c la ss ro o m s ,  to d a y .  And 
p r e j u d i c i a l  s l i g h t s ,  r a c i a l  i n s u l t s ,  and m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  
th e  c h i l d r e n  from e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  s c h o o l s  must be 
b e t t e r  p u b l i c i z e d ,  and more e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t s  
implemented.

In t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and i n  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  
in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Mi'kmaq people  have no t  been wel l  
r e p r e s e n t e d .  Dartmouth i s  r e c t i f y i n g  t h i s ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
w i th  one a b o r i g i n a l  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  c u r r e n t l y  on t h e i r  
f o r c e ,  and th e  f i r s t  a b o r i g i n a l  woman on a Nova S c o t i a  
p o l i c e  f o r c e  w i l l  j o i n  t h e i r  rank s  in  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  At 
t h i s  t im e ,  th e  H a l i f a x  p o l i c e  f o r c e  does n o t  i n c l u d e  an  
a b o r i g i n a l  o f f i c e r  on t h e i r  r o l e s ;  b u t  s t e p s  a r e  b e in g  
made t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s  s h o r t a g e .  A c o r r e c t i o n s  committee  
w ith  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from a l l  l e v e l s  would h e l p  m a t t e r s .
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As h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  e d u c a t io n  a r e  o b t a i n e d ,  more 
a b o r i g i n a l s  w i l l  g e t  p o s i t i o n s  as j u s t i c e  w orke rs ,  c o u r t  
o f f i c i a l s ,  and community s e r v i c e  w ork e rs .  More Mi'kmaqs 
a r e  g r a v i t a t i n g  tow ard  c a r e e r s  in  law. The g o a l  i s  a more 
e q u i t a b l e  s o c i e t y .  I t  may t a k e  tw en ty  y e a r s  t o  d i s lo d g e  
some o f  t h e  "Old Boys" network t h a t  p e rm ea tes  t h e  p r e s e n t  
system, b u t  f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  and equal  o p p o r t u n i t y  i s  a 
wor thw hi le  t h in g  t o  look f o r  down t h e  r o a d .

On t h e  r e t u r n  v i s i t ,  Dale added t h a t  i t  i s  im p o r tan t  to  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  ig n o ran c e  -  to  f i n d  p e o p le  who have not  been 
exposed t o  s e n s i t i v i t y  and awareness  t r a i n i n g  and work 
w i th  them. When p e o p le  a re  t a u g h t  c o r r e c t l y ,  now, th e  
f u t u r e  w i l l  improve.

E d u ca t io n  may d i s t u r b  t h e  un e d u ca te d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
in  p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y .  There i s  a r e s i s t a n c e  to  l e a r n  
and change by p e o p le  charged  w i th  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  s t a t u s - q u o .  
S e n s i t i v i t y  t r a i n i n g  can  do something  about  t h a t .  This  i s  
an ongoing p r o c e s s  of  e d u c a t io n .  C u l t u r a l  awareness  
workshops a r e  b e in g  conducted ,  p e r i o d i c a l l y ,  i n  Sydney, 
H a l i f a x ,  and B r id g e w a te r .  When t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d  a re  made 
aware o f  a b o r i g i n a l  i s s u e s  in  t h e  l i g h t  o f  r e a l i t i e s  and 
a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t io n ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  i n v a r i a b l y  change 
and t h e i r  minds a r e  opened.
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Gall  has fo u r  c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e y  a l l  a t t e n d  sc h o o l .  Her 
k id s  g o  t o  th e  e lem en ta ry  s tu d y  c l a s s e s  a t  t h e  M i l lb ro o k  
Educa t ion  Cen tre  f o r  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  h e l p .  G a l l  f e e l s  t h a t  
k id s  need t h e  e x t r a  s u p p o r t  because  g e t t i n g  an e d u c a t io n  a 
l o t  of  t im e ,  work, and a t t e n t i o n .  " I t ' s  a long  h a u l . "

The haul  i s  s t i l l  happening  f o r  G a l l ,  who dropped 
school  In g rade  10, b u t  I s  c o n s i d e r i n g  go in g  f o r  a GED.
She t h i n k s  I t  may be a l i t t l e  tough  b ecause  she  was t a k i n g  
"easy c r e d i t s "  when she was In  g rad e  10, and go ing  back t o  
school i s  d i f f i c u l t  when you g e t  o l d e r ,  b e ca u se  you would 
f e e l  ou t  of p lace  and f i n d  i t  h a rd  t o  f i t  In .  Then I t  may 
no t  be so bad. I f  I t s  l i k e  t h e  g rade  11 GED p r e p ,  you j u s t  
have to  be a b l e  t o  r e a d  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,

There a r e n ' t  any d e c e n t  jo b s  f o r  p e op le  w i t h o u t  an 
e d u c a t io n ;  t h a t  I s ,  a  formal  e d u c a t i o n .  When you g e t  r i g h t  
down t o  i t ,  you l e a r n  more ou t  of  school  t h a n  you do In  
sc h o o l .  What school Is  good f o r  I s  t o  g iv e  you th e  b a s i c s ,  
so t h a t  you a re  a b le  t o  l e a r n .  Most o f  w h a t ' s  im p o r tan t  
I s n ' t  t a u g h t  in  s c h o o l .  Su t  t h e  school  sys tem  I s n ' t  
concerned w ith  w h a t ' s  p r a c t i c a l .  L i f e  t e a c h e s  you more 
about  t h e  d o ' s  and d o n ' t s ;  and abou t  h a rd  t i m e s .

Hard t im e s  i s  a  good t e a c h e r ,  t o o .  As a p a r e n t ,  now.
Gall  i n t e n d s  t o  emphasize th e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  h e r  
c h i l d r e n .  She would l i k e  t o  see  them g e t  g ra d e  12, f o r  
su re ,  maybe c o l l e g e .  T h a t ' s  a l e s s o n  l i f e  t e a c h e s  you.

On our  r e t u r n .  Gal l  was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  above 
t r a n s c r i p t  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t e d  our  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w .
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Spencer  h i s  been a c t i v e l y  in v o lv e d  w i th  e d u c a t io n  f o r  
more t h a n  s i x t e e n  y e a r s .  D i r e c t o r  of  E d u ca t io n  and S tu d e n t  
S e r v i c e s  f o r  th e  N a t iv e  Council  o f  Nova S c o t i a ,  and he i s  
a member o f  t h e  Advisory  Committee o f  th e  H a l i f a x  D i s t r i c t  
School Board on A n t i - r a c i s t  E d u ca t ion  Programs and 
P o l i c i e s .  He has i n i t i a t e d ,  promoted, and a s s i s t e d  in  
p r o v id in g  s c h o o l s  w i th  a c c u r a t e  c u l t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t io n  r e l a t e d  to  F i r s t  N a t ions  people  
and sough t  to  c l a r i f y  and c o r r e c t  v a g a r i e s  and 
m is in f o r m a t io n  in c lu d e d  i n  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  c u r r i c u l a .

In  1972, he was in v o lv e d  w i th  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  Textbook 
A n a l y s i s .  About t h i s ,  Spencer  s a i d ,  "We rev iew ed  books 
and had a number removed from school  s h e l v e s .  That  was 
1972, and I 'm  s t i l l  working toward g e t t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  
m a t e r i a l s  in  s c h o o l s ,  and enco u rag in g  d e c i s i o n  makers in  
e d u c a t io n  t o  in c lu d e  Mi'kmaq h i s t o r y  and Mi'Kmaq 
contemporary  i s s u e s  in  t h e  c u r r i c u l a  of  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  
school  sy s te m ."

Ex tend ing  from t e x t b o o k  a n a l y s i s ,  he has u n d e r t a k e n  
c u r r i c u lu m  p lan n in g  and many c la ss room  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
d e s ig n ed  t o  inform and e d u ca te  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t u d e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n  about  Mi'kmaq h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e .  He was one 
of  many p e o p le  who to o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h e  month o f  O c tober  a s  "Mi'kmaq H i s t o r y  Month" in  Nova 
S c o t i a .  And in  1993, t h e  P rem ie r  of  Nova S c o t i a  
p ro c la im e d  i t s  annual  p l a c e  in  t h e  p u b l i c  schoo l  system.

R e c t i f y i n g  m is in f o r m a t io n  in  school  books was a major  
s t e p  in  t h e  p ro c e ss  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a c c u r a t e ,  u n b ia s e d ,  and 
n o n - p r e j u d l c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  c la ss ro o m .
The c u r r e n t  t a s k  i s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  t r u e ,  
e q u i t a b l e ,  and r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  a b o r i g i n a l  p e op le  
i n  p r e s e n t  and f u t u r e  e d u c a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  and programs i s  
a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o c e s s .  Spencer  i s  c u r r e n t l y  on a p r o v i n c i a l  
t a s k  f o r c e  on M'kmaq e d u c a t i o n .  The th e  m is s io n  s t a t e m e n t  
f o r  t h e  Task Force  On Mi'kmaq E duca t ion  s e t s  f o r t h  a 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  "a group  o f  Mi'kmaq and non-Mi'kmaq e d u c a t i o n  
l e a d e r s  who seek  t o  p r o v id e  f a i r  and equal  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq i n  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  p r o v i n c i a l  
school  s y s te m ."  Two examples o f  f a i r  and equal  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a r e  Mi'kmaq p a r t i c i p a t i o n  on school  b o a rd s ,  
and I n c r e a s e d  numbers o f  Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  in  t h e  p u b l i c  
s c h o o l s .
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A b o r ig in a l  concerns  of  t h e  1990s a r e  p e r t i n e n t  i s s u e s ,  
and t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  c o u ld  be a d d r e s s e d  in  t h e  s c h o o l s ;  and 
i t  i s  im p o r tan t  t h a t  t h e s e  i s s u e s  be a d d re s s e d  from an 
a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  S t u d i e s  i n v o lv i n g  Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  
must in c lu d e  Mi'kmaq p o i n t s  of  view, A c l e a r e r  focus  can be 
e n v is io n e d  th rough  t h e  eyes of  t h o s e  upon whom t h e  f i n a l  
scene w i l l  have th e  g r e a t e s t  im pact .

One i s s u e  t h a t  w a r r a n t s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  i s  c u r r i c u l a r  
E ng l i sh  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  Mi'kmaq l e a r n e r s  i n  t h e  school  
system. Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  s c h o o l ,  as do a l l  
c h i l d r e n ,  w i th  à wide ra n g e  o f  h o m e - l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s .  
However, a common t h r e a d  in  Mi'kmaq h o m e - l i f e  i s  th e  
Mi'kmaq language.  The e x t e n t  t o  which Mi'kmaq language  i s  
spoken v a r i e s  from home t o  home, and th e  i n f l u e n c e  of  
E n g l i sh  i s  e v id e n t ;  b u t  i t  i s  more e v id e n t  t h a t  E n g l i s h  
i s  an adop ted  language.

The p u b l i c  school sys tem te n d s  to  e xp ec t  Nova S c o t i a n s  
to  speak E n g l i sh ,  or  i n  a few l o c a l e s ,  F ren ch .  These a r e  
t h e  r e c o g n iz e d  " f i r s t "  l an g uages .  E n g l i sh ,  a s  a  second 
language,  i s  p o p u l a r l y  c o n s id e r e d  a n i g h t - s c h o o l  s u b j e c t  
f o r  new immigrants  t o  Canada. F i r s t  N a t ions  p e o p le ,  
speak ing  a language t h a t  p rec ed e d  French o r  E n g l i s h  on 
t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  by t e n s  of  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s ,  a r e  n o t  
c o n s id e r e d  in  t h i s  s c e n a r i o .  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  fa c e  t r i a l s  
in  a  school  system t h a t  does n o t  e x p e c t ,  "peop le  who a r e  
born ,  h e re ,  to  have E n g l i s h  as a second la n g u a g e ."

L e a r n e r s ,  young and o ld ,  whose f i r s t  language i s  
Mi'kmaq, l e a r n e r s  from homes where a c r e a t i v e  compromise 
between E n g l i s h  and Mi'kmaq i s  spoken, and l e a r n e r s  from 
homes speak ing  m os t ly  E n g l i s h ,  t o  v a ry in g  d e g re e s  must 
cope w i th  t h e  problems t h a t  a r i s e  when languages  meet.  A 
language i s  no t  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  words,  i t  i s  a framework 
f o r  i d e a s .  Ideas  may n o t  a lways f i t  e a s i l y  i n t o  a n o th e r  
frame.

The e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  s c h o o ls  must  be r e s p e c t f u l  of  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  r e q u i r e m e n ts  language  imposes f o r  a b o r i g i n a l  
p e o p le .  A ccura te  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t  ach ievem en t  i s  
o n ly  p o s s i b l e  where equal  o p p o r t u n i t y  was in  p l a c e  a t  t h e  
o n s e t .  E n g l i s h  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o re  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  school  
c u r r i c u lu m .  The im por tance  o f  i t s  m as te ry  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  
a c r o s s  a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s .  Problems w i th  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t e  
t o  problems w i th  s c h o o l .
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D i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s  have w i th  E n g l i s h  
in c u b a te  d u r in g  t h e  e le m e n ta r y  y e a r s  and s u r f a c e  in  
j u n i o r  h ig h  school  where t h e  N a t ive  d r o p -o u t  r a t e  p eak s .  
Spencer  r e f e r r e d  t o  a su rv e y  conducted  by B e r n a d e t t e  
M ar t in  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  d r o p - o u t  problem; and one of 
t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  was t h a t  an i n c r e a s e  in  
Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  would d e c r e a s e  th e  number of  Mi'kmaq 
d r o p - o u t s .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  h e r i t a g e  
s t u d i e s  in  t h e  school  c u r r i c u lu m  cou ld  s e rv e  to  connec t  
a s p e c t s  o f  language w i th  school  e x p e r i e n c e ,  as  well  as 
h e lp  make t h e  d a i l y  p r o c e s s  o f  e d u c a t io n  more r e l e v a n t  to  
Mi'kmaq l e a r n e r s .

I t  i s  q u i t s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  h o r i z o n s  of t h e  g e n e ra l  
s t u d e n t  body would widen g iv en  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  b r e a d th  of  
m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  But make su re  i t  i s  
a c c u r a t e ,  r e l e v a n t ,  and i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  i s  Im po r tan t  t o  
l i k e  what you a r e  l e a r n i n g .  Spencer  added,  "What you 
l i k e ,  you do w el l  i n . "

I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  have g o a l s .  E d u ca t ion  i s  a 
l i f e l o n g  p r o c e s s ,  and Spencer  i s  a good example. He 
r e t u r n e d  t o  s c h o o l ,  and p r e s e n t l y  h o ld s  a Diploma in  
S o c ia l  Work from S a i n t  F r a n c i s  Xav iar  U n i v e r s i t y .  He a l s o  
comple ted  a  program o f  s t u d i e s  i n  Human Resource  
Management and I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s .  His p l a n s  f o r  t h e  
f u t u r e  i n c lu d e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  academic s t u d i e s  in  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  s o c i a l  work.  F u r t h e r  g o a l s  i n c lu d e  c o n t i n u i n g  
t o  work t o  c l a r i f y  and s e c u r e  F i r s t  N a t ions  i n t e r e s t s  in  
t h e  s c h o o l s .  About g o a l s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  Spencer s a i d ,  "What 
I 'm  p u sh in g  f o r  i s  f o r  t h e  c u r r i c u lu m  to  in c lu d e  Mi'kmaq 
m a t e r i a l ,  and t o  have Mi'kmaq peop le  t e a c h i n g .  They were 
long rang e  g o a l s ;  now, t h e y  a r e  s h o r t  r a n g e . "

The scope of  S p e n c e r ' s  i n t e r v i e w  r e q u i r e d  two fo l lo w -u p  
v i s i t s  f o r  t h e  p u rp o s e s  o f  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and v e r i f i c a t i o n .  
The p r e c e d in g  summarizes t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  r e s u l t s .
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The Topics

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  A

R a c ia l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
R a c ia l  d i s p a r i t y  
Employment o p p o r t u n i t y  
C u l tu r e  and h e r i t a g e  
MI' kmaq 1anguage 
R e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l in g  
Mi'kmaq va lu es  
L ik in g  school
P a r e n t a l  e d u c a t io n  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
S p i r i t u a l  ism
G e n e ra t io n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
Mi'kmaq S tu d ie s  
School system methods 
E d u ca t io n  and t h e  f u t u r e

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  B

Human r e s o u r c e s
F i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s
Upgrading
T r a i n in g
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n
Resource  d i s t r i b u t i o n
C r e a t i v e  change
O r g a n iz a t i o n a l  s k i l l s
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t a l e n t s
E d u c a t io n a l  programming
E d u c a t io n a l  t r a i n i n g  fo l lo w -u p
Employment and e d u c a t i o n
Job p lacem ent
P a r e n t a l  encouragement
Funding
D i r e c t i o n s  f o r  e d u c a t i o n
C ho ices  in  e d u c a t i o n
E d u ca t io n  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e
C r a f t s  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g
E d u ca t in g  d e c i s i o n  makers
A t t i t u d i n a l  change
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TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  C

M il lb ro o k  L ea rn ing  Cen tre  
GEDs
Upgrading 
A dul t  e d u c a t io n  
L i t e r a c y  
SchooI s t r e s s
A c c e s s a b i l i t y  o f  e d u c a t io n
A lco ho l ,  d ru g s ,  and school
L ik in g  t o  l e a r n
P a r t i c i p a t o r y  e d u c a t io n
A c t iv e  r o l e s  i n  l e a r n in g
L e a rn in g  by doing
Computer t e a c h i n g  programs
P o s i t i v e ,  immediate r e in f o r c e m e n t
Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s  and the  E n g l i s h  language
R e ad in es s
A v a i l i b i l i t y  of  e d u c a t io n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
Funding  f o r  e d u c a t io n  
D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  e d u c a t io n a l  funds 
R e tu r n in g  to  school

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  D

I n t r a - r a c i a l  d i v e r s i t y  
S e l f -g o v e rn m en t  
S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
F i r s t  N a t ions  c u l t u r e s  
Language
E d u c a t io n  and m o b i l i t y
E d u c a t io n  and s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n a b i l t y
F i r s t  N a t ion s  need f o r  edu ca te d  p e o p le
E d u c a t io n  as a  t o o l  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n
E d u c a t in g  n o n - a b o r i g i n a l s  i n  a b o r i g i n a l  i n t e r e s t s
S e l f - e s t e e m
C u l t u r a l  awareness
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TOPICS; Interview E
S tu d e n t  success  
School s t r e s s  
J u n i o r  h igh  school  
P o s i t i v e  r e in f o r c e m e n t  
I n d i v i d u a l i t y
Customs, t r a d i t i o n s ,  and v a lu e s  
Conven t iona l  b e h a v io r  
S o c i a l i z a t i o n
S e n s i t i v i t y  t o  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y
Good t e a c h i n g
Communication
F i r s t  N a t ions  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
S t u d e n t / p a r e n t / s c h o o 1/community 1 ink 
V a r i a n t  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e s  
N a tu ra l  p r o c e s s e s  
S t e r e o t y p i n g
In a c c u ra c y  and ig n o ran c e  i n  N a t iv e  i s s u e s  
Good in f o r m a t io n  i n  N a t ive  i s s u e s  
Community e x p e r t i s e  
G e t t i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n
F a i r  and equal t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  sc h o o ls
Suppor t  f o r  young l e a r n e r s
P e r s i s t e n c e
I n - s e r v i c i n g
Mi'kmaq S tu d ie s
P a r e n t a l  involvement
C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y  and f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s

TOPICS; I n t e r v i e w  F

P a r e n t a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  school  
L ik in g  school
C o o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r  
GEDs
T r a n s i t i o n a l  Year Program 
P r i o r i t y  o f  fam i ly  
J u n i o r  h ig h  school  d r o p - o u t s  
R e ad ines s  and g ra d in g
School e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t  pe rform ance
E a r ly  ch i ld h o o d  l e a r n e r s
R e tu r n in g  to  school
Home i n s t r u c t i o n
Reading s k i l l s
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TOPICS! Interview G
G2DS
Trade c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
T r a i n in g  and s k i l l s  a c q u i s t i t i o n  
I n t e r e s t  in  l e a r n in g  
P r e f e r e n c e s  in  schoo l  s u b j e c t s  
R e tu rn in g  t o  school  
School s t r e s s  
B us in ess  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  
Computer s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g  
E d u ca t io n  and t r a i n i n g  fo l lo w -u p  
Job placement
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  i n  e d u c a t io n  
R e c o g n i t io n  of c e r t i f i c a t i o n
Choices  and l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t io n  
Dead-end diplomas 
Computers and t h e  f u t u r e

TOPICS: In te r v ie w  H

Mi'kmaq l e a r n in g  s t y l e s  
E d u ca t io n  by example
Acceptance  of  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  
Independence  and i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
E a r ly  m a t u r i t y  o f  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  
School s t r e s s
T r a d i t i o n s ,  customs, and v a lu e s
Mi'kmaq h e r i t a g e  and European h e r i t a g e
N o n -a b o r ig in a l  dominance o f  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n te x t
r a c i a l  d i s p a r i t y
e t h n i c  s e p a r a t n e s s
N o n -a b o r ig in a l  economic dominance
R a c ia l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  employment p r a c t i c e s
Mi'kmaq s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  and a c t u a l i z a t i o n
E th n ic  u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n
I s o l a t i o n  o r  i n t e g r a t i o n
I n t e g r a t i o n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and i d e n t i t y  d e f i n i t i o n
N a t iv e  World Youth
Global  A b or ig in a l  Community
P e r s o n a l  m o t iv a t io n  and i n d i v i d u a l  ach ievem ent
Band o p e ra te d  e d u c a t io n
P o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t io n  i n  M i l lb ro o k
School and s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
J u n i o r  h igh  d r o p - o u t s
N a t iv e  p a r e n t in g
C a r e e r s  i n  t h e  non-Mi'kmaq work f o r c e
Roles  in  t h e  community
Community s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y
C a r e e r  p lan n in g
E f f e c t i v e  c a r e e r  c o u n s e l l i n g
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TOPICS: Interview I
Mi'kmaq language
School s t r e s s
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem ent
Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  i n  th e  p u b l i c  school
Mi'kmaq language i n  t h e  sc h o o ls

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  J

R a c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e  
Mi'kmaq s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
M i l lb ro o k  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  
I n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  dominant  c u l t u r e  
B e n e f i c i a l  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
Family  v a lu es
Employment c h a l l e n g e s  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
Community r o o t s  and a l l e g i a n c e s  
Band o p e ra te d  s c h o o l s
Academic e x p e c t a t i o n s  and c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s  
A c c o u n t a b i l i t y  in  e d u c a t io n  
Job placement
Economic development  and e d u c a t io n  
Community growth and e d u c a t io n  
E d u ca t io n  as  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
GEDs
Access Program 
Community C o l lege

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  K

P r i o r i t y  of  f am i ly
Becoming a m other ,  and school
R e tu rn in g  to  school
E d u ca t io n  f o r  j o b s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e
T r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s  and c r a f t s

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  L

N a tu ra l  l e a r n i n g
L i f e  s k i l l s  and e d u c a t io n
E d u ca t io n  and t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g
Mi'kmaq c u l t u r e
The Church
Resurgence  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  customs
Re-emerging i n t e r e s t  in  N a t ive  S p i r i t u a l i t y
Communication between g e n e r a t i o n s
P a t i e n c e  i n  a d u l t s
D e d ic a t io n  i n  c h i l d r e n
C o o p e ra t io n  i n  t h e  community
The Pow Wow



1 3 2
Appendix D

TOPICS: Interview M
R e tu rn in g  to  school  
Good t e a c h e r s
S o c ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and school
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  impediments  t o  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
Acceptance  and b e lo n g in g  i n  school
S tu d e n t  i n s e c u r i t y  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
Adult  e d u c a t io n
P h y s ic a l  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  school
P r a i s e  and p o s i t i v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t
C r a f t s  and p e r s o n a l  achievement
S e l f - e s t e e m
P e r s o n a l i s i n g  t h e  c la s s ro o m
E xper ience  i n c lu d e s  m is ta k e s  -  freedom t o  make a mess 
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a c t i o n s  -  c l e a n i n g  up a mess 
P sy ch o - s o c io lo g y  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
Relevancy of  t h e  P u b l i c  School Program

TOPICS: In t e r v i e w  N

GEDs
M il lb ro o k  L ea rn ing  C e n t re
Adult  E duca t ion
Employment f o r  Mi'kmaqs
M i l lb ro o k  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s
Commuting t o  workplace
Importance  of  e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n
S o c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  j u n i o r / s e n i o r  h ig h  school
P a r e n t a l  involvem ent
Suppor t  f o r  school  from home
I n c e n t i v e s  f o r  school  from home and community
I n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n
Academic a s s i s t a n c e
Job t r a i n i n g
R e tu rn in g  t o  school
Im portance  o f  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e
S i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  in fo rm a l  and non-fo rm al  e d u c a t i o n  
P a r e n t a l  encouragement

TOPICS; I n t e r v i e w  0

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  w i th  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
A s s i s t a n c e  in  E n g l i s h  language s t u d i e s  
S e n s i t i v i t y  t o  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r  t h e  d i s a b l e d  p e r s o n  
A f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  D i s a b i l i t y  
Updat ing  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  
E ncourag ing  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e d u c a t io n  
I n i t i a t i n g  change
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TOPICS: Interview P
Canadian c i t i z e n s h i p
The v a lu e  o f  humour in  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n
P a s t  ach iev em en ts  i n  e d u c a t io n
Basic  s k i l l s  of  a  formal e d u c a t io n
The r o l e  o f  non-fo rm al  e d u c a t io n
Achieving  l i t e r a c y
L ea rn in g  by do in g
Teaching  by example
E d uca t io n  i s  a c o n t i n u i n g  p ro c e ss
Youth and t h e  f u t u r e
R e s p o n s i b i l i e s  o f  t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n s
E d u ca t io n  and employment
Family invo lvem ent  i n  e d u c a t io n
Community invo lvem ent  i n  e d u c a t io n
D e d ic a t io n ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  and th e  w i l l  t o  c o n t r i b u t e
A ccep t ing  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s
Taking advan tage  o f  e d u c a t io n
Working t o  be ed u ca ted
Mi'kmaq language and c u l t u r e  i n  e d u c a t io n
Community r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  Q

Mi'kmaq c r a f t s
P a s t  a ch ievem en ts  i n  e d u c a t io n  
Mi'kmaq schoo l  t e a c h e r s  
L ik in g  school
S o c ia l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  school
P r i o r i t y  o f  fam i ly
R e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l in g
Community i n f l u e n c e
S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n
A du l t  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g
Working f o r  an e d u c a t io n
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem ent
Self-empoyment
Im portance  o f  f a m i ly
U t i l i z i n g  t a l e n t
Taking c r e a t i v e  r i s k s
T r a d i t i o n s  and t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e
L ea rn in g  by do ing
Teaching  by example
A chiev ing  q u a l i t y
Doing your  b e s t
En joy ing  what  you do
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TOPICS: Interview R
Teacher  Aides
Study c l a s s e s
P r i o r i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n
P r i o r i t y  o f  f a m i ly
R e tu rn in g  t o  schoo l
Teaching  s t a f f  i n t e r a c t i o n s
C h i ld  c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t i c n
Ml'kmaq e d u c a to r s  in  d e c i s i o n  making
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem en t
School b u i l d i n g s ,  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  and f a c i l i t i e s
Community invo lvem ent
Mi'kmaq t o p i c s  i n  t h e  c la ss ro om
T eacher  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Mi'kmaq t o p i c s  and i n t e r e s t s
Changing o u t d a t e d  and i n e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s
R a c ia l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  p u p i l  i n t e r a c t i o n
Recogn iz ing  p r o g r e s s  in  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  S

E d u ca t in g  t e a c h e r s  
A d u l t  e d u c a t i o n  
P r i o r i t y  o f  f a m i ly  
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem ent  
Methods of  e d u c a t i n g  
S ta n d a rd s  i n  e d u c a t io n
E x p e c t a t io n s  o f  p a r e n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and t e a c h e r s  
E x p e c t a t io n s  and s t a n d a r d s  f o r  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t s  
S e l f - w o r t h  and s e l f - e x p e c t a t i o n s  
P a r o c h i a l  schoo l
Commitment and s a c r i f i c e  i n  t e a c h i n g  and l e a r n in g  
Teach ing  by example 
Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g
I n t e r p r e t i n g  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  
M i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  customs and t r a d i t i o n s  
I n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  on t h e  Mi'kmaq 
I n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y  on M i l lb ro o k  
S o c i a l  change and v a lu e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
P a r e n t a l  encouragement  and s u p p o r t  
R e le v a n t  e d u c a t i o n  
P a r t i c i p a t o r y  e d u c a t io n  
Mi'kmaq v a lu e s  and p r i n c i p l e s  
T r a d i t i o n a l  p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s
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TOPICS: Interview 7
I n d i v i d u a l i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  
L ik e s /d o e s  n o t  l i k e  school 
Being accep ted  /  Belonging 
Good t e a c h in g
T e a c h e r / s tu d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
Readiness
Teachers  from e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s
Teacher  i n f l u e n c e  of  s t u d e n t  a t t i t u d e s
Large c l a s s  s i z e s  /  Impersonal  I n s t i t u t i o n s
G e t t i n g  l o s t  in  t h e  crowd a t  school
The o u t s i d e r  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r
S o c ia l  s e n s i t i v i t y  in  th e  c la ss room
Rural  vs urban  e d u c a t io n
S p e c ia l  programming in  t h e  school  system
The I n t e r m e d ia t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program
Success and a t t i t u d e  in  school
A t t i t u d e / a t t e n d a n c e / p e r f o r m a n c e / e v a l u a t i o n  1 ink

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  U

Teacher  e d u c a t io n  
Upgrading 
Access Program 
R e tu rn in g  t o  school  
A f f i r m a t iv e  A c t ion
E th n ic  m i n o r i t i e s  and economic s t igm a
S o c ia l  programs and p o l i t i c a l  g o a ls
Value of e d u c a t i o n / r e s p e c t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n
In d iv id u a l  a t t i t u d e s  toward e d u c a t io n
GEDs and e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n
Misuse of  s o c i a l  programs -  p u b l i c / s o c i a l  s e r v i c e
S e l f - e s t e e m
R ele v an t  e d u c a t io n
Job placement
Mi'kmaq v a lu e s  and school e x p e c t a t i o n s
Mi'kmaq fam i ly  v a lu e s
Mi'kmaq c u l t u r a l  awareness  f o r  e d u c a to r s
N on- in fo rm at ion  and m is - in f o r m a t i o n  in  th e  s c h o o l s
C u l tu r a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  and t h e  school  t e a c h e r
The c u l t u r a l  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t io n  f o r  a b o r i g i n a l  p e o p le
R e s i d e n t i a l  s c h o o l ,  church and government
School env ironm ents  and t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s
Did not  l i k e  school
Economic advan tage  and e d u c a t io n
F in anc ing  e d u c a t io n
The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of e d u c a t io n
Teacher  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s
Teacher  e d u c a t io n  and s e n s i t i v i t y
Elementary  e d u c a t io n  -  t h e  f o u n d a t io n
Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  as  r o l e  models
Respec t  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s
Teaching by example
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TOPICS! Interview V
Mi’kmaq t r a d i t i o n
N a t iv e  s p l i . t u a l l t y
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem ent
Role  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r
C h i ld  c e n t e r e d  t e a c h i n g
P o s i t v e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  l e a r n e r s
C o n s i s t e n t  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  t e a c h e r s
I n d i v i d u a l i s e d  l e a r n i n g  r o u t i n e s
Success  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  school
Did not  l i k e  schoo l
O u t s i d e r s  and d i f f e r e n t  k id s
T eachers  i n  N e u t ra l
T eacher  e x p e c t a t i o n s
The school  d e s i g n a t e d  slow l e a r n e r
School s t r e s s
J u n i o r  h igh  d r o p - o u t
Non-formal e d u c a t io n
P a r e n t a l  encouragement
Kome-school communication
H elp ing  w i th  homework
P a r e n t a l  invo lvem ent  w i th  school
Reading /  Reading  in  th e  home
Emphasizing e d u c a t i o n  a t  home
Study c l a s s e s
P e e r  group r e i n f o r c e m e n t

TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  W

Motherhood
Dropping schoo l  /  R e tu rn in g  to  school  
P r i o r i t y  o f  f a m i ly  
S p e c ia l  programs in  e d u c a t io n  
Study c l a s s e s
C u l t u r a l  I d e n t i t y ,  e x p r e s s io n ,  and awareness
C u l tu r e  Day /  Mi'kmaq H i s t o r y  Month
Awareness t o  r e p l a c e  ig n o ran c e
R a c ia l  b lo ck a d es
A d d ress ing  t h e  r e a l  i s s u e s
Emerging t r a d i t i o n a l i s m
Drumming
C u l t u r a l  aw areness  a c t i v i t y  in  school  
Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m
Mi'kmaq h i s t o r y ,  customs, and t r a d i t i o n s  
Mi'kmaq language  t a u g h t  i n  school  
Non-Mi'krnaq p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  
Need f o r  t e a c h e r s  from v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t i e s  
S tu d e n t  invo lvem ent  i n  c r e a t i n g  c u l t u r a l  e q u a l i t y  
P rom otion  o f  c u l t u r a l  exchange /  awareness  programs 
Band o p e ra t e d  e d u c a t io n
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TOPICS 5 Interview X
Legal counsel
A b o r ig in a l /M o n - a b o r ig ln a l  communication 
Law e d u c a t io n
In fo rm a t io n  about  t h e  law /  l e g a l  system 
Language i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
European c u l t u r a l  s l a n t s
S i m p l i s t i c  a cc o u n ts  of  F i r s t  N a t ions  h i s t o r y
R e c t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  Mi'kmaqs f o r  th e  sc h o o l s
Accura te  d e p i c t i o n  o f  Mi'kmaq h e r i t a g e
The myth of th e  savage
Mi'kmaq p h i lo so p h y
R a c ia l  p r e j u d i c e
M is t re a tm e n t  of e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s
D e t e r r e n t s  f o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n / i n s u l t / i n j u r y
O p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  e t h n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  in  c i v i c  work f o r c e
A b or ig in a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  in  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s
Mi’kmaq c a r e e r s  i n  law
The E q u i t a b l e  S o c i e t y
The o ld  boys network
L oca t in g  and i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  ig n o rance
S e n s i t i v i t y  and awareness  t r a i n i n g
Teaching a c c u r a t e  in f o r m a t io n  c o r r e c t l y
Improvements in  t h e  f u t u r e
E d uca t ion  and th e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  change
The fo rc e  to  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s - q u o
C u l t u r a l  awareness  workshops
Real  a b o r i g i n a l  i s s u e s
Opening minds

TOPICSÎ I n t e r v i e w  Y

Study c l a s s e s
G e t t i n g  e x t r a  h e lp  i n  school
Working a t  becoming educa ted
E d u ca t io n  t a k e s  t im e
Dropping school  /  R e tu rn in g  t o  schoo l
GEDs
E d u ca t io n  and employment
Inform al  and non-formal  e d u c a t i o n
School and b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n
School p ro v id e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n
L ea rn ing  from l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s
I m p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t io n
School of  Hard Times
Value of  e d u c a t io n
P a r e n t a l  emphasis on e d u c a t io n
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TOPICS: I n t e r v i e w  Z

N a t iv e  Council  o£ Nova S c o t i a  
A n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y
Accuracy of  i n f o r m a t i o n  on a b o r i g i n a l  i s s u e s  
G e t t i n g  c o r r e c t  and r e l e v a n t  Mi'kmaq cu rr ic u lu m  

i n t o  schoo ls  
C l a r i f y i n g  t e x tb o o k s  and t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
Encourag ing  and e d u c a t in g  d e c i s i o n  makers 
In fo rm in g  and e d u c a t i n g  t h e  s tu d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  
Mi'kmaq H i s to r y  Month
P r o v i d i n g  f a i r  and equal  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  and 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  Mi'kmaqs 
Mi'kmaqs on school  boards  
Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s
Empasicing  contemporary  Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  
A d d ress ing  i s s u e s  from a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  
E n g l i s h  language e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o r  Mi'kmaqs 

i n  t h e  sc h o o ls  
Mi'kmaq language
School e x p e c t a t i o n s  where E n g l i s h  i s  a second 

language 
School s t r e s s  
J u n i o r  h ig h  d r o p - o u t s
I n c l u d i n g  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  i n  th e  p u b l i c  

schoo l  program 
E f f e c t s  of  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on th e  Mi'kmaq s t u d e n t  
E f f e c t s  of  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on th e  

non-Mi'krnaq s t u d e n t  
Mi'kmaq language in  th e  school  c u r r i c u lu m  
M u l t i - c u l t u r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  school  
A c c u ra te  e d u c a t io n  
I n t e r e s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  
I n d i v i d u a l  g o a l s  and e d u c a t io n  
R e tu r n in g  to  school
E d u c a t io n  as  a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  l i f e - l o n g  p r o c e s s  
E d u c a t io n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
Mi'kmaq m a t e r i a l  i n  schoo ls  
Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  i n  c la ss room s
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Interview Topics With Repeats Deleteted

A Race employment c u l t u r e  h e r i t a g e  language Resi  v a lu e s  
p a r e n t i n g  s p i r i t u a l i t y  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n s  Mi'kmaq S t u d i e s  
t e a c h in g  methods

B funding  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  u p g rad in g  change 
programming a c o u n t a b i 1i t y  jo b  p lacem en t  t h e  f u t u r e  
c r a f t s  d e c i s i o n  making e d u c a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i o n s  school  
a t t i t u d e s  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  government s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  
economic m o b i l i ty

C a v a i l i b i l i t y  of  e d u c a t i o n  d r o p p i n g - o u t  a l c o h o l  d rugs  and 
school  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g  computer 
programs GEDs L ea rn in g  C en tre  language r e a d i n e s s  
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  of e d u c a t io n  a d u l t  e d u c a t io n

D l i t e r a c y  E n g l i sh  language  l e a r n i n g  by do ing  r e t u r n i n g  
to  school  p r i o r i t y  of  e d u c a t i o n  s e l f - e s t e e m  i n f o r m a t i o n  
and i n s t r u c t i o n

S school  success  school  s t r e s s  j u n i o r  h igh  schoo l  
r e in f o r c e m e n t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  customs t r a d i t i o n s  
s o c i a l i s a t i o n  Mi'kmaq language s e n s i t i v i t y  t e a c h i n g  
communications l e a r n i n g  s t y l e  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s  
s t e r e o t y p i n g  ig n o ran ce  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c c u ra c y  community 
i s s u e s  r e c o g n i t i o n  f a i r n e s s  e q u a l i t y  s u p p o r t  
p e r s i s t e n c e  i n - s e r v i c i n g

F c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  l e a r n e r  T r a n s i t i o n a l  Year Program 
p r i o r i t y  of  fam ily  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s t u d e n t  p e r fo rm ance  
e a r l y  ch i ld h oo d  l e a r n e r s  r e t u r n i n g  t o  schoo l  home 
i n s t r u c t i o n  r e a d i n g  s k i l l s

G t r a d e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  
e d u c a t io n  and t r a i n i n g  dead-end  d ip lom as

H e d u c a t io n  by example f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  l e a r n i n g  p r o c e s s  
independence  and i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c u l t u r a l  
dominance e a r l y  m a t u r i t y  of  Mi'kmaq c h i l d r e n  Mi'kmaq 
g o a l s  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  e t h n i c i s m  economic dominance 
economic d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p e r s o n a l  m o t i v a t i o n  i n d i v i d u a l  
ach ievem ent  u n i t y  and c o o p e r a t i o n  i s o l a t i o n  o r  
i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t e g r a t i o n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  N a t iv e  World 
Youth Global  A b o r ig in a l  Community c o u n s e l l i n g  Band 
o p e ra t e d  e d u c a t io n  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  c a r e e r s  
r o l e s  in  t h e  community community s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y

I Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  and language i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
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J  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  s o c i o 
c u l t u r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  fam i ly  v a lu e s  economic c h a l l e n g e  
employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  community r o o t s  community 
a l l e g i a n c e s  academic e x p e c t a t i o n s  c o m p e t i t iv e n e s s  
economics and e d u c a t i o n  Access Program Community 
C o l le g e

K motherhood and school  t r a d i t i o n a l  s k i l l s

L n a t u r a l  l e a r n i n g  l i f e  s k i l l s  The Church e d u c a t io n  and
l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  c u l t u r a l  r e s u r g e n c e  p a t i e n c e  
d e d i c a t i o n  c o o p e r a t i o n  th e  Pow Vow

M good t e a c h e r s  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
school  p r a i s e  a c c e p ta n c e  and be long ing  i n s e c u r i t y  
and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r  p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  p e r s o n a l i z i n g  
school  P u b l ic  School Program p sy c h o lo g y /s o c io lo g y  
c u r r i c u lu m

M e le m e n ta ry  e d u c a t io n  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s e n i o r  h igh  school 
s u p p o r t  from home i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  school encouragement  
f o r  h i g h e r  e d u c a t io n  academic a s s i s t a n c e  in fo rm a l
e d u c a t i o n  non-fo rm al  e d u c a t i o n  upda t ing  e d u c a t i o n a l

a t t i t u d e s  en co u rag in g  c r e a t i v i t y  i n  e d u c a t io n

0 i n t e r e s t s  and e x p e c t a t i o n s  of p e rso n s  w ith  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a c t i o n  u p d a t in g  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  d i s a b i l i t y

P c i t i z e n s h i p  humour p a s t  ach ievem ents  i n  e d u c a t i o n  b a s i c  
s k i l l s  l i f e - l o n g  l e a r n i n g  you th  and th e  f u t u r e  working 
t o  be e d u ca te d  r e s p o n s i b i 1i e s  o f  th e  young t a k i n g  
a d v an tag e  o f  e d u c a t i o n

Q Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  se l f -em p lo y m en t  u t i l i z i n g  t a l e n t  t a k i n g  
c r e a t i v e  r i s k s  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t h e  h e r i t a g e  a c h i e v i n g  
q u a l i t y  do ing  your  b e s t  e n jo y in g  what you do

R t e a c h e r  a i d e s  s tu d y  c l a s s e s  p r i o r i t y  of  e d u c a t i o n  
t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  c h i l d  c e n t e r e d  e d u c a t io n  Mi'kmaq 
e d u c a to r s  i n  d e c i s i o n  making t h e  p h y s ic a l  p l a n t  t e a c h e r  
e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h i n g  s t y l e s  r e c o g n i z i n g  p r o g r e s s

S e d u c a t l  t e a c h e r s  methods o f  e d u c a t in g  s t a n d a r d s  in  
e d u c a t i o n  e x p e c t a t i o n s  s e l f - w o r t h  p a r o c h i a l  school  
commitment and s a c r i f i c e  Mi'kmaq p a r e n t i n g  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
customs and t r a d i t i o n s  m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  i n f l u e n c e  20 th  
c e n t u r y  i n f l u e n c e  s o c i a l  change v a lu e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r e n t i n g  s k i l l s
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T be long ing  t e a c h e r / s t u d e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t e a c h e r s  from 
e th n ic  m i n o r i t i e s  c l a s s  s i z e  l o s t  in  t h e  crowd t h e  
o u t s i d e r  and d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v io r  s o c i a l  s e n s i t i v i t y  
r u r a l  vs u rban  e d u c a t i o n  s p e c i a l  programming The 
I n t e r m e d i a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Program a t t e n d a n c e  e v a l u a t i o n

U t e a c h e r  e d u c a t io n  Access  Program A f f i r m a t i v e  Act ion  
e th n ic  economic s t igm a  s o c i a l  programs and p o l i t i c a l  
g o a ls  t h e  v a lu e  o f  e d u c a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  
s o c i a l  programs t h e  c u l t u r a l  c o s t  of e d u c a t i o n  school  
environments  r o l e  models t e a c h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
fo u n d a t io n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n d i v i d u a l i s a t i o n

V s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  school  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i d s  t e a c h e r s  i n  
n e u t r a l  t h e  slow l e a r n e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  p e e r  i n f lu e n c e  
h e lp in g  w i th  homework p a r e n t s  a t  school  home r e a d in g  
em phasis ing  e d u c a t io n

W c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  C u l tu r e  Day drumming r e p l a c i n g  
Ignorance  r a c i a l  b lo c k a d e s  a d d r e s s i n g  r e a l  i s s u e s  Non- 
Mi 'Krnaq p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  Mi'kmaq s t u d i e s  s t u d e n t
Involvement  c u l t u r a l  exchange programs a c c u r a t e
h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r a l  awareness

X le g a l  c o u nse l  law e d u c a t i o n  s i m p l i s t i c  h i s t o r y  
r e c t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t io n  t h e  myth o f  t h e  savage

Mi'kmaq p h i lo s o p h y  t h e  E q u i t a b l e  S o c i e t y  t r e a t m e n t  o f  
e th n i c  m i n o r i t i e s  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  ig n o ra n c e  d e t e r r e n t s  
f o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  i n s u l t ,  and i n j u r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a b o r i g i n a l  p e op le  in  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
t h e  o ld  boys network s e n s i t i v i t y  and aw areness  t r a i n i n g  
th e  r e s i s t a n c e  to  change t h e  f o r c e  t o  m a i n t a i n  th e  
s t a t u s - q u o  c u l t u r a l  awareness  workshops opening  minds

Y g e t t i n g  e x t r a  h e lp  e d u c a t i o n  t a k e s  t ime t h e  a b i l i t y  t o
l e a r n  l e a r n i n g  from l i f e  i m p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  School
of Hard Times

2 a n t i - r a c i s t  p o l i c y  N a t iv e  Council  of  Nova S c o t i a
r e l e v a n t  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  c l a r i f y i n g  t e x tb o o k s  Mi'kmaq 
H i s to r y  Month Mi'kmaq t e a c h e r s  e n c o u ra g in g  and 
e d u c a t in g  d e c i s i o n  makers Mi'kmaqs on sc h o o l  boards  
E n g l i sh  i s  a second language  Mi'kmaq t e a c h i n g  m a t e r i a l s  
Mi'kmaq i s s u e s  a d d re s s e d  from a b o r i g i n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s
e f f e c t s  of  Mi'kmaq c u r r i c u lu m  on s t u d e n t  pe rfo rm ance
m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  i n s t r u c t i o n  in  schoo l  i n t e r e s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n
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P o s t s c r i p t

The r e s e a r c h e r  has i n d i c a t e d ,  a t  s e v e r a l  j u n c t u r e s  in  

t h e  p r e c e d in g  document, an i n t e n t i o n  t o  ex tend  t h e  work 

i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  fo re g o in g  r e s e a r c h .  I t  may be ex pec te d  t h a t  

t h e  r e a d e r  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  would a p p r e c i a t e  an i n d i c a t i o n  of 

p ro b a b le  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  be t a k e n  in  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  th e  

ongoing p r o j e c t .  With a p o lo g ie s  t h i s  i s  not  a landscape  t h a t  

t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  can p a i n t .  A canvas has been 

p re p a re d ,  b u t  th e  w ea the r  keeps  changing and t h e  s u b j e c t s  

w i l l  no t  s t a n d  s t i l l .

The r e s e a r c h e r  has l e a r n e d  from h i s  m is t a k e s .  A s e t  p lan

w i l l  produce more t r o u b l e  th a n  i t ' s  w or th .  The f o l lo w in g  is

an e x c e r p t  from a l e t t e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  wrote  t o  Or. Robert

S a rg e n t ,  A s s o c i a t e  Dean o f  E duca t ion ,  S a i n t  Mary 's

U n i v e r s i t y ,  a t  a deve lopm enta l  s t a g e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s :

A pr i l  S, 1993 
T r u r o , M.S.

Dear Bob,

The accompanying l e t t e r ,  pap e r ,  and ad p r o v id e  
a s y n o p s i s  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s ,  t o  d a t e ,  on f o r m u la t i n g  
an i n t e r v i e w  to  t a k e  ou t  i n t o  t h e  community. The 
June 3 m ee ting  w i l l  s e rv e  to  i d e n t i f y  i s s u e s  and 
c o n ce rn s  a s  w e l l  as  p u b l i c i z e  fo r th co m in g  home 
v i s i t s .  The paper  I ' v e  in c lu d ed ,  h e re ,  w i l l  be 
r ea d  a t  t h e  m ee ting  and p ro v id e ,  I hope, a n o te  on 
which t o  b e g in .  I t  has ta k e n  more t ime th a n  I 
a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  f a r ;  b u t ,  as  I s a i d  i n  '92 ,
I 'm  n o t  i n  a r u s h .  I am, a l s o ,  n o t  g e t t i n g  any 
younger  and th e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  t a k e  us 
t h ro u g h  t h e  summer and f a l l .  More c o n c e rn in g  to  me 
t h a n  t im e  i s  v e r i t y .  The emerging o u t l i n e s  o f  th e  
comm unity 's  a t t i t u d e s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  w i l l  c o a l e s c e  
a t  r a t e s  d e te rm in e d  by deg rees  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  I ' v e  
y e t  t o  p e r c e i v e  o r  u n d e r s t a n d .  L e t  I t  Be.



1 4 3

The paper  and m ee t ing  ment ioned in  th e  p re c e d in g  e x c e r p t  

r e f e r  to  a s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  c a l l e d  The F a i l u r e  P r o c e s s .  

The r e s e a r c h e r  had p re su p p o se d  a n e a t  m ee ting  by which a n e a t  

in s t ru m e n t  f o r  a n e a t  su rv ey  cou ld  be drawn. The c o n s e c u t io n  

was not  n e a r l y  as n e a t  a development as t h a t  e a r l y  b l u e p r i n t  

p r e d i c t e d  i t  would be .  That  i s  nor t o  say t h a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  

was not  a u s e f u l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  i t s  worth would be r i g h t l y  

q u e s t io n e d  i f  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  s e t  o u t  on t h a t  same cou rse ,  

a g a in .  The t ime and energy  s p e n t ,  in  seem ingly  n e e d le s s  

e f f o r t ,  has v a lu e  i f ,  f o r  n o th in g  e l s e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  can 

now see th e  d i f f e r e n c e  between a p l a n  and a p r o j e c t .

A p la n  i s  a p r o j e c t i o n  made f o r  supposed c o n t i n g e n c i e s .

A p l a n  i s  n o t  made w i th  d i s c o v e r y  in  mind. A p r o j e c t  i s  a 

p ro c e ss  growing ou t  of an i d e a .  Energy t o  p ro p e l  a p r o j e c t  

i s  c r e a t e d  by th e  needs  t h a t  a r i s e  d u r i n g  th e  p r o c e s s .  A 

p r o j e c t  has t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  d i s c o v e r y .  We canno t  d i s c o v e r  

what we have p lan ned .  Where th e  p l a n  av o id s  d i s c o v e r y ,  t h e  

p r o j e c t  hopes f o r  i t .

The id e a  o f  which t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  a small  p a r t  i s  a 

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  hope t h a t  b e t t e r  e d u c a t io n  i s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  

of F i r s t  N a t io n s  p e o p le .  Not j u s t  m o d i f ied  models of  e x i s t i n g  

sys tems,  b u t  new ways. D iscovery  i s  a c c i d e n t a l ,  However, i t  

i s  p ro b ab ly  a good id e a  t o  g e t  y o u r s e l f  i n t o  p l a c e s  where 

a c c i d e n t s  a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r .  Nobody g e t s  younger.


